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Dwellings 

Mid-Century 
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In 1947, architect Henry 

Hil l brought a 1908 

Victorian up to speed; sixty 

years later, a design-savvy 

couple takes his lead. 

Story by Sam Grawe I 
Photos by Misha Gravenor 
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[the individual] must, above all, understand the 
motivating forces which caused the creations 
of his past. To do creative work, he must reject the 
vast heritage of the mediocre, and find the true 
values within the human expressions of the past." 
- Henry Hill 
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It's My Trip in a Box 
A frame for a landscape: 

These three petite vacation 
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th ings come in small boxes. 

Story by James Nestor 
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32 Dwell June 2007 

Thanks so much for "The Lawn Goodbye" 
(Apri l 2007). As an avid gardener and modern 

architecture enthusiast, I was pleased to 

see t hese two worlds final ly coming together 
in a rea list ic fashion. I especial ly like the 

idea of growing enough food for yourself. As 
we have seen a decline in farms in America­

as "Razing Ar izona" (April 2007) so wel l 

portrayed)- it is conceivable that the next 

best t hing will be that we grow what food 
we need for our own families. Even better, 

people could give their extra produce away 

to others who are less fortunate (or just not 

fond of gardening) and appreciate natura l 

foods. Isn't it great how the past (tradit ional 

gardening) can come back in new forms for 

the modern day and age? Thanks so much 

for your magazine, I've been a subscriber 
since Volume 2! 

Sarah Daniels 
Barnet, Vermont 

As someone who collects Vitra miniatures 

(which, yes, I do buy at a discount) I was 

a little perturbed by your editor's letter in 

the [Apri l 2007] issue of Dwell. Why does 

"expensive" have to be negative? Many 

expensive things (a good bott le of wine, 

a chair you ' l l have forever) are well worth 

their price tag. If it br ings you joy, it is 
always worth the price. 

I am not a mil lionaire. I enjoy a tie pur­
chased from eBay for $3 as much as I do 

a new one bought at Paul Smith for $120. 

Just because something is expensive does 

not mean it 's bad. I never understand why 
so many people feel this way. I've always 

loved Dwell because it showcased ads from 

companies l ike Vitra side by side with fea­
t ures of home,s fu ll of expensive and not-so­

expensive things (Bernier's thrift shop lamps 

are lab!). Life is best mixing high and low. 

Expensive should not carry a negative con­

notation and neither should cheap. 

And just so you know, I have the perfect 
use for those fabulous Vitra miniatures. 

They look dashing sitting on a desk stacked 

with business cards. 

Bradford Shane Shellhammer 
New York, New York 

I read " Make New Rooms, But Keep the Old" 

(Apri l 2007) with more than a l ittle dismay. 

What people do in their own backyards is 
none of my business. However, surely useful, 

beaut iful, and even " excit ing" spaces can be 
added to existing homes without it looking like 

an alien spaceship has attacked t he original 

structure. I couldn't help looking at some of "' 
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the additions with the same feelings I harbored 

for the i97os paneling intended to update my 

igth century Victorian-hand me the wrecking 

bar, please. 

Maggie Niemann 
Salida, Colorado 

Having great taste on a modest budget is 

extremely torturous; my dining room table and 

chairs are better suited to the Keebler Elves's 

tree house! We don't have enough money 

to replace them, much less buy a home. My 

husband, daughter, and I live in a rented 

townhouse, and we dream of owning our own 

home. We've looked to buy, but we have no 

desire to move into one of those tacky "habitrails 

for humans" (subdivisions), which seem to be 

t he norm in this suburban community. Like Andy 

and Regina ("A Lot for a Little," March 2007), 

we came to the conclusion that for around 

$100,000 we could build our own little modern 

paradise. Please continue to include us poor 

modernists in Dwell! 

Christina Olinger 
Portage, Michigan 

I just finished reading the article titled " High 

Design in Denver" (March 2007). It was nice 

to see an article about Denver architecture, and 

Lewis Sharp's neighborhood. I also live in his 

neighborhood (for ten years). The Sharps moved 

into our neighborhood a few years ago and are 

a welcome addition. 

The author has made a few mistakes, however. 

First and foremost is the fact that we do not l ive 

in Arapahoe Acres, Denver. We l ive in Arapaho 

Hills, Littleton, Colorado. Both neighborhoods 

were bui lt by the same architects and developers 

in the late i95os. Arapahoe Acres has obtained 

historic status, Arapaho Hi lls has not. The 

second mistake is more of an insult. Your author 

quotes Lewis Sharp as saying that the residents 

of Arapaho Hil ls are not knowledgeable of the 

architectural style, or Frank Lloyd Wright. I'm 

paraphrasing, but the point is, there are six archi­

tects living in Arapaho Hi lls and several artists 

that are quite aware of the architectural origin 

of the neighborhood. Ms. Rich has used the term 

"Usonian" to describe the houses in Arapaho 

Hil ls, this in not entirely correct. Sure, our 

homes are born of Mr. Wright's homes of the 

United States of North America, but t hey are 

not true Usonians. They are an interpretation of 

Wright's designs and of t he designs for Eichler 

homes by firms such as Anshen+Allen, Jones & 
Emmons, and Claude Oakland & Associates. 

Whi le Eichler homes and many of Wright's 

Usonians were designed as production homes 

with a modern aesthetic, our neighborhood is 

comprised of custom homes. There are only 

a few " model" homes that have had repeated 

designs; ironically the Sharp family l ives in 

a version that has been dupl icated. 

The residents of Arapaho Hil ls have been fans 

of this style of architecture for 50 years and are 

pleased to see a renewed interest in mid-century 

modern architecture. 

Thanks to your magazine for increasing public 

awareness in modern residential architecture. 

Dean Hight 
Littleton, Colorado 

In a world of glossy-covered, attention-grabbing 

magazines on architecture and design, I continu­

al ly feel drawn to t he simple matte f inish covers 

of Dwel l. Why? It 's not just because they are 

0 I 

TRANE CleanEffectsN is the first central air system that removes up to 99.98% of the allergens from all the air that it heats or cools. 
Ifs even up to 100 times more effective at cleaning the air than the one you 



printed on recyc led paper [Editors' note: Not all 

issues are printed on recycled paper, but we're 

working on it!], or because the price in the corner 

appeals to me as a student, but mostly because 

I feel that Dwel l conta ins one of the best mixes 

of up-to-the moment information on the design 

world. Every month, I eagerly await my issue of 

Dwell, stopping all my studio work when it comes 

in the mail to peruse it cover to cover. It's the 

mix of irreverent wit, serious current events, and 

a touch of history that keeps me coming back. 

Thanks for doing what you do; I hope it cont inues 

into the future. 

Gene Dassing 
Newark, New Jersey 

The photo you used to illustrate the 1957 Ford 

Fair lane 500 Skyl iner, t he car you named the 

"quintessential fami ly sedan" of the era, is 

actually a i956 Ford Crown Victoria. I owned 

a i955 version of the car, so it is quite recogniz­

able to me. I would also l ike to argue that whi le 

the Fair lane 500 was considered a family sedan, 

t he Skyl iner certainly was not. The Skyl iner 

was Ford's technical ly advanced retractable 

hardtop/convertib le. The ent ire top and back 

window folded and stowed automatically in t he 

cavernous trunk space-quite an achievement 

back in the day. But, with the top down, the 

fami ly's luggage would have had to be carried 

inside the car. Quintessent ial fami ly sedan? 

I don't think so. 

But, if that 's not enough, your choice of 

Volkswagen's 2007 Passat as the car that carries 

on in the Ford Fairlane 5oo's tradition seems 

well of f the mark. I'm not suggesting that the 

Passat is not a fine car; it is, in fact , a better car 

for its day than the Fairlane was in its t ime. I 

think a more logical parallel to the Fairlane 500 

might be the Buick Lucerne or the Chrysler 300. 

Even those cars may be too good to compare to 

the ancient Ford. Auto technology has marched 

a very long way since the 'sos. 

Dwell is a fantastic publication, outstanding in 

almost every way- but you 're not car people. I'll 

be reta ining my subscriptions to Car & Driver and 

Road & Track. 

Tom Neuenschwander 
Fort Wayne. Indiana 

Editors' note: Thanks very much for writing in 

with your expertise. Two other readers have men­
tioned the error, but they pegged the car as a 

'55 hardtop, not a '56- we 'll have to look into 
that. In addition, you may enjoy our upcoming 

conversation with Chris Bangle, head of design 

for BMW, in the September issue. Our assistant 

editor, Christopher Bright, also recently test­

drove the Hydrogen 7-series, so keep your eyes 

peeled on our new website for a review of that. 

I just wanted to take a few minutes to let you 

know how your magazine has changed my life. 

I am an interior designer, specializing in residen­

t ial design, mostly kitchens and bathrooms. 

I receive about six to ten trade magazines a month 

but wait with anticipation for Dwel l. I don't even 

open it right away. I save it until I have the t ime 

to read the entire t hing cover to cover. I savor 

each moment- usually after my kids are asleep­

and read it in the bathtub. I have recently bought 

a m id-cent ury modern home bui lt in i963. It is 

i ,590 square feet. I love it. 

I thought I would spend my days in a spec 

house unt i l I could scrounge enough money to ... 
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bui Id an eco-structure or a prefab kit. 

As soon as I walked into my house, I said, 

"This is it. I wil l take it!'' My friends t hought 

I was crazy. It is a great house with huge 

asymmetric windows, skyl ights in almost every 
room, car decking ceil ing, and wood paneling 

(which I love). My favorite aspect of the house 

is that the walls read as visuals planes. I sit 

in my living room and am surrounded by l ight 

and space. I t's delightful. 
I have rennodeled the kitchen- al l eco­

friendly, of course, and had al l my cabinets 

made by a local cabinet maker. I ordered t he 

Smith & Fong Plyboo sheets and fin ished them 
myself in a lhardwood oil. I upgraded my 

refrigerator to the smallest one I could still fit 

five days' worth of meals in. My countertops are 

PaperStone and a salvaged piece of concrete 

I dug out of a pi le of rejects. My favorite [th ing 

in the kitchen] is my tile mosaic backsplash 

t hat I actual ly saved from the garbage-it had 

been installed on a job incorrectly so it had to 

be ripped out of a wall. I soaked it and put clear 
contact paper on it and reinstal led it myself. 

Thank you for inspiring me to l ive well and to 

not accept the ordinary just because it's easier. 

Alinda Morris 
Gig Harbor, Washington 

Editors' note: We encourage you to post your 

project on our website www.dwel/.com/homes/ 

show. We (and our readers) would love to see 

what you've done to the place. 

Correction: 
In " Keep Yam Eye on the Balta" (April 2007) 

we credited Matt Eastvold with t he design of 

the salvaged t imber table. The table was in fact 

designed by Soliyahn Keobounpheng of Si lver 
Cocoon Design and bui lt by Matt Eastvold. 

In "Hz So Good" (April 2007) we refer to 

architect Simon Dickens as Simon Dawkins­

twice! Ouch_ 

We deeply regret the errors. 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Letters 
40 Gold Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
letters@dwel l.com .. 
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In addition to selling the most 
luggable luggage, Flight 001 
(featured in this issue's "Dwell 
Reports") also purveys a variety 
of handy travel accoutrement 
(above) to help make the skies 
just t hat much more friendly. 

Contributors 
While Manhattan-based photographer Jake 

Chessum ("All Aboard," p. 88) didn't have 

to take a flight to get there, he did travel to 

t he farthest reaches of Brooklyn to shoot 

t his issue's " Dwel l Reports." A native 

Britain, Chessum happily relocated to t he 

colonies with his wife and two daughters. 

Eviana Hartman ("Hecho en Mexico City," 

p. 220) is an editor at Nylon magazine who 

has also written for the Washington Post, 

l.D., and Vogue. For her Dwell debut, she 

traveled from her home in Brooklyn to 

Mexico City to interview architect-t urned­

art dealer Hilario Galguera, who led her 

around to the city's architectural landmarks 

old and new. Her visit to a local goth disco 

later that evening, however, did not make 

it into t he story. 

Paris-based writer Michelle Hoffman 

("Plain and Sempe," p. 213, and "What 

We Saw," p. 113) is perplexed by objects­

specifica l ly, our demands for their func­

t ion and our desire for their uniqueness. 

Conversations with designers have fuel led 

both puzzlement and pleasure. 

Pagan Kennedy ("Stuck Inside of 

Somerville with the Carbon Blues Again," 

p. 204 ) got hooked on biofuels when she 
rode in a "grease car" severa l years ago. 

On assignment for a magazine, she visited 

a mad scient ist in Florence, Massachusetts, 

who had rigged his Volkswagen Rabbit 

so t hat it could run on cooking oil har­

vested from a nearby Chinese restaurant. 

After her first taste of petroleum indepen­

dence, she's never stopped wanting more. 

Kennedy is also the aut hor of nine books, 

including the recently released The First 

Man-Made Man (Bloomsbury). 

Writ ing about a redesign by architects 

Jonathan Knowles and Laura Briggs for 

Dwell for t he t hird time, New York contrib­

uting editor Marc Kristal ("The Italianate 

Job," p. 278) was pleased to discover that 

t his husband-and-wife team has cont inued 

to refine and c larify its ideas about reshap­

ing and unifying space, exploring the 

possibilities of light, and incorporating 

green strategies into old buildings. 

Just days after d iscovering that he and his 

wife were expecting thei r f irst child, San 

Franc isco-based photographer Jason 

Madara ("The Raiser's Edge," p. 73) found 

himself photographing t he home of Michael 

and Jill McDonald and t heir two young 

girls. Madara was amazed at the t iming: 

"I got to have a taste of what living with 

little ones is like. It was reassuring to see 

how they meshed modern style wit h the 

realit ies of having children. I'd always been 

fearful of the day I'd have to bring a baby 

gate into our house, unti l I saw Michael 's 

ingenious solution to the safety issue." 

James Nlestor (" It's My Trip in a Box," 

p. 296) is a writer living in San Francisco, 

Cal ifornia. To reconfirm sources, Nestor 

traveled to Central America short ly after 

completion of his article. It was there, in 

a dirt-floored Internet cafe-sipping very 

warm beer and munching on shr imp-fla­

vored pork rinds-that this bio was written. 

Despite liking neither polo nor World War 11 

bunkers all that much, contributing editor 

Jane Szita ("Bunkering Down," p. 154) 

was enthused by Ben van Berkel's shiny 

new Tea House on a Bunker and not just 

because, being English, she likes tea. 

Andrew Wagner ( " Mississippi Turning," 

p. 186) is the editor-in-chief of American 
Craft magazine in New York. His ongoing 

love of the South, perhaps inspired by his 

mother's roots in Hickory, Nort h Carolina, 

and concern for the residents in Mississippi 

and Louisiana propelled him to travel to 

De Lisle, Mississippi, for t his story. " St ill," 

Wagner says, " I was shocked by the devas­

tat ion in the Gulf Coast almost a year after 

Hurricane Katrina struck." But more im­

pressive, he says, "was the region's drive 

to get back on its feet." 

New York-based photographer Roy Zipstein 

("Mississ ippi Turning," p. 286) traveled 

to De Lisle, Mississippi, to photograph the 

new community bui lding designed by SHoP 

Architects. He, too, was amazed by the 

devastation and the friendl iness and posit ive 

out look of the local residents. When he's 

not t ravel ing the globe shooting for various 

clients, Zipstein enjoys walking his kids 

to school and prides himself on being the 

goalkeeper for the Montclair Microbursts, 

a soccer team made up of young-at-heart 

suburban dads. • 
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Home Word Bound 
Any individual engaged in the effort to cope with his 

world is enmeshed in a tangle of phenomena relating 
to a near-infinity of times and places. 
-George Nelson, The Designer in the Modern World 

To this day, every issue of Dwell has been accompanied 

by the phrase "at home in the modern world." While it 
may be easy enough to dismiss this as the catchy tagline 
sitting below ou r logo, I've actually spent a good part of 
the past decade th inking about what th ose words m ight 
mean- to both myself and our readers-and the effect 
they have on everyt hing we do at Dwell. 

For me, "at home" implies honesty over shelter. 
Our personal experiences differ wi ldly, but we all have 
a conception of home. Notably, it's the place where 
we feel free to be ourselves, make our own judgments, 
and create a world formed entirely by our own views. 
Bei ng at home also means its ok if you put your feet up, 
or spend the better part of the day in your underwear. 
There are no pretexts at home, just life as it is lived. 
"In the modern world" gives us a little context. As much 
as we can "cope," our wo rld is not only inward-looking 
but also takes into view all that unfolds around it. Truly 
being in the modern world-as if walking some infinite 
tightrope-requires a cognizance of the steps that got 
us here and enables us to maintain a path forward. 

The projects we selected for t his issue are a manifes­
tation of that particular intersection between past and 
present. UNStudio's Ben van Berke] tells us he doesn't 
bel ieve in restorat ion because "you always put some­
thing new on top of it anyway." In the case of their 
Vreeland, Netherlands, Tea House (p. r 54), they did just 

-----

------- -

I Story by Sam Grawe I Editor's Note 

that, seamlessly fusing a gleaming steel outcrop on to 
a deteriorating early 20th century bunker. 

We also travel to Vilnius, Lithuania (p. 166), where 
history is palpable but, according to architect Rytis 
Mikulionis, impossible to really understand if you 're not 
Lith uanian. While we defer to his view, h is home, a reno­

vated loft in a 200-year-old building, which has formerly 
served as both palace and Soviet army barrack, hints at 
a unique interweaving of m yriad Far Eastern European 

influences an d cutting-edge continental style. 
In Harlem (p. 178), architects Laura Briggs and fonathan 

Knowles "dive back and forth [between present and 
past]." Thus, creating a modern "trunk of light" in Keisha 
Martin's Italianate brownstone required revisiting the 
18th-centu ry French practice of descriptive geometry. 

Finally, in our backyard of San Francisco (p. 156), 
we meet Gretchen Rice and Kevin Farnham-owners 
of a house that by virtue of its unique lineage qualifies 
as the poster child for a new form of happenstance post­
modernism. Their Russian Hill home's bones are 1908 
Victorian, radically remixed in 1947 by local modernist 
Henry Hill. After moving in a year ago, Rice and Farnham 

brought the home squarely into the next century with 
a h igh-tech, h igh-design build-out of the formerly unfin­
ished basement and backyard. 

e 
he 

In the idealized setting of a magazine's pages it would b 
easy to portray a "modern world" composed entirely int 
expected and fashionable modern style, but honestly tha 
is a place where Dwell would never feel quite at home. • 

SAM GRAWE, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

sam@dwell.com 
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Charley Harper 
Lizards, The Animal Kingdom, 
1968 

I 1 n the Modern World 

Charley Harper: An Illustrated Life I Edited by Todd Oldham I American 
Modern Books I $200 I www.ammobooks.com I A modernist naturalist, 
Charley Harper captures nature with drafting tools and a gift for wit. 

Chances are that most of us are subconsciously aware 
of Charley Harper's work- childhood memories of sift­
ing through The Giant Golden Book of Biology (odds are 
good that Grandma still has a copy) or vague glimpses of 
national park posters. Taking time away from Top Design, 
Todd Oldham edits this massive summation of the 86-
year-old illustrator's career- from his earliest commercial 
work for Ford and Hallmark, to h is cheeky line drawings 
for Betty Crocker's Dinner for Two Cookbook (Harper jokes 
that he turned to anim als because he couldn't draw 
happy enough housewives), to the now-classic compila­
tion of serigraphs Birds and Words. Four limited-edit ion 
boxed variat ions contain an original signed serigraph. 
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I in the Modern World 

Frank Stella 
Chinese Pavi lion (model), 1998 

Frank Stella: Painting Into Architecture I 1 May-29 July I Metropolitan 

Museum of Art I New York, NY I www.metmuseum.org I Where does 

sculpture end and architecture begin? Frank Stella, the artist known for 

his colorful and chaotic works, explores that ambiguous boundary with 

works ranging from small models to related paintings and sculptures. 

The Lazy Environmental ist I By Josh 

Dorfman I Stewart, Tabori & Chang I 
$14.95 / www.hnabooks.com I Arguing 

that lethargic Americans actual ly do care 

about the planet, Josh Dorfman offers a 

low-impact , consumer-centric environ­

mental ism for the sloth set. Turns out 

that even though shopping at American 

Apparel might make you look l ike a dirty 

hipster, your conscience wil l remain clean. 
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Radiator I By Marco Dess] I www.marcodessi. com I Granted, old-fashioned, cast 
iron, coil radiators are kind of cool, but those newer baseboard models have 
about as much elan as a photocopier: They're the reason why radiator redesigns 
are hot these days. Marco Dessl's unit- inspired by the industrial old and built 
along the lines of the new- will curb your urge to pull up the floorboards for 
inlaid heating. 
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I in the Modern World 

Gunnar Barnes and 
Internat ional Development 
Enterprises Nepal 
Bamboo t readle pump, 2006 

Big Boda load-carrying bicycle 
Worldbike, 2002 

Design for the Other 90°/o I 4 May- 23 Sept I Cooper-Hewitt, National Design 

Museum I New York, NY I www.cooperhewitt.org I Only about 10 percent of 

the world's population enjoys the benefit of design, while close to 5.8 billion 

go without. But that inequality may be changing: A groundswell of designers 

are working to better address the need for food , shelter, and sanitation . 

BaObab I By Philippe Starck for Vit ra I www.vitra.com I 
Le Petit Prince's escritoire ideal? Baobab's light yellow, 

light gray, red, aqua, and lime green palette, paired with 
Starck's sense of proportion, adds a whimsical accent 
(aigu) to the wireless office. And while "it is only with the 
heart that one can see rightly," what is essential is, in this 
case, visible to the eye. 
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I in the Modern World 

Matthew Montieth: Czech Eden I Aperture I $40 I 

www.aperture.org / In his introduct ion, Ivan Klima discusses 

the perils and advantages of documenting a nat ion as an 

outsider: " Even the most ordinary news photos can be 

spiteful , kind, mal icious, shocking, or coolly detached ... 

people often refuse to regard a photograph as a work of art in 

its own right, a work that says something not only about the 

external world but also about the inner world of the photogra­

pher-which is his or her main intent ion. A photographic 

oeuvre says more about the photographer's relat ionship to 

reality t han about rea lity itse lf ." Montieth is no Josef Sudek 

or Emila Medkova, nor does he purport to be; he is an 

American photographer capturing a land of coll isions: absent 

of a political, social, or ideological lens, Montieth documents 

the Czech Republ ic personal ly and meditative ly. 

non.object 

-------

Dom Perignon I By Marc Newson I www. 

mhusa.com I When 50 Cent first went "up in 

da club, bott le ful l of bub," he may very well 

have had a 

• • 
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Non·object I By Branko Lukic I www.nonobjectbook.com I The space between 
you and this magazine is the non·object. This foray into a new genre of 
"design fiction" presents inventive products as interactive experiences, 
rather than , well, objects. If this doesn't make sense yet, the DVD might 
further elucidate this non-sense, objectively speaking, of course. 

54 Dwell June 2007 



Beaury that will last until post-post-post-modernism. 

Clad Wood Radius Casement Window Exterior Premium Wood French Door 
1 SOSAP wit h Frit Glass 

I 
Wood Dou b le-Hung Window 

JELD-WEN" windows and doors made with Auralast wood wil l stay beautiful and worry-free for years whether 

your climate is wet or dry, hot or cold. Aura Last wood provides superior protection against decay, water absorption 

and termites. Unlike dip-treated wood, Auralast wood is protected to the core and comes with an exclusive 20-year 

warranty. To request a free brochure about Aura last wood or any of the reliable windows and doors we make, or to 

find a dealer near you, call 1.800.877.9482, ext. 1547. Or visit www.jeld-wen.com/1547. 
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I in the Modern World 
~=-

Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art I By Steven Holl I www.nelson-atkins.org I 
Add Steven Hall's glowing addition for the Nelson-Atkins Museum in Kansas 
City to the list of things worth waiting for. 
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Holl had to figure out how to marry h is new buildin g 
with the museum's original Beaux-Arts edifice and 22-

acre scu lpture park. He did the integrating by excavating, 
creating five, mostly subterranean gallery levels that rise 
out of the groun d to become glass-sheathed boxes. These 
invite and refract light into the galleries by day and float 
like lan terns on the landscape by night. The Holl whole 
is definitely greater than the sum of its parts. 
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I in the Modern World 

Mario Bellini 
Divisumma 18. 1973 

Henry Dreyfuss 
International Dictionary of 

Symbols. 1969 

Richard Sapper 
ts 502 portable rad io, 1964 

Charles and Ray Eames 
Child 's Chair, 1944 
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IDEO Selects: Works from the Permanent Collection I 22 J une-20 Jan I 
Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum I New York, NY I www.cooper­
hewitt.org I Design consultants IDEO have delved deep into the Cooper­
Hewitt archives to curate more than 30 objects that display what they 
deem "design thinking." While we can't be certain what precisely is on 
the minds of these chairs, books, and radios, their place in the design 
canon is decidedly clear. 

60 Dwell June 2007 

IDEO's selection of the alpha objects of pedestrian 
design like flashlights, typewriters, and bandages 
show the confluence of design and practicality. 
Highlights include the delightful Divisumma 18 
electronic printing calculator by Mario Bellini that 

made early use of the microprocessor, and a win­
some addition to any modemist's nursery: the Child's 
Chair by Charles and Ray Eames, a sleek seat that 
was among the first molded-plywood designs to be 
mass-produced. 
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I 1 n the Modern World 
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Pasta pot I By Patrick Jouin and Alain Ducasse for Alessi I 
www.alessi.com I Perennial design icon Alessi turned ethnic 
stereotypes on their head by turning to the French to design 
the perfect pasta pot. Designer Patrick Jouin and chef Alain 
Ducasse's new pan relies on an old-world cooking method 
called concentration, which uses less water and doesn't dilute 
the food's natural flavors. Updates to the traditional design 
include a hollow, curved handle that prevents heat transfer 
and provides a handy place to stash your spoon. 

Divide sofa I By Nole n Niu I www. nole nniu .com I Most oversized sofas are 
so wide and deep you end up lounging, whether you like it or not. Made of 
high-density foam (sans cushions), and measuring just 72 inches across, Los 
Angeles- based designer Nolen Niu's couch is less consumptive of both you 
and your space. The tapered gap surrounding the seat either collects dust or 
nicely accommodates a vacuum nozzle, depending on your point of view. 
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I 1n the Modern World 

CITIZEN : Citizen I www.c itizen-citizen.com I A sort of 
Duchamp meets Droog meets discount bin design collec­
tive, CITIZEN : Citizen's hyperrefined offerings suggest 
that they're serious about high design . Dead serious. 
And by serious, we mean not serious at all. 
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The creative direction of CITIZEN: Citizen is for the 
conceptual man who has everything. And who better to 
head up this entourage of irreverent design stars but 
Tobias Wong, the don of design decadence? He and his 
cadre flesh out seemingly limitless (though spare in 
palette) iterations of objects that confront the theme 
of design meets art meets conspicuous consumption. 

By reappropriating objects like crude oil and a tradi­
tional Keffiyeh Scarf, Corey Ingram asks us to question 
our values (both literal and ideological), while Tobias 
Wong asseses the weight of high design by using an iconic 
Aalto vase as a mold, which must be broken to produce a 
concrete doorstop. The wit and irony of the collection­
not to mention the allure of high-concept consumable 
art-make it an easy (golden) pill to swallow. 

Cory Ingram 
Crude (tester), 2006 

Tobias Wong 
Doorstop, 2003 

Cory Ingram 
Keffiyeh Wallet. 2006 

CITIZEN : Citizen 
Shoplifter Tote. 2006 



What 1s 1t about owning a Weber grill that can make you wear your heart on your sleeve? 

Everything. From the thoughtful design to the careful construction to the way 1t treats your $40 filets. it all 
adds up to an ownership experience as beautiful as the gnll 1tself. That's why millions of people around the 

world love their Weber grills. 

To learn more, visit weber.com or text HAPPY to 35350 and see just how satisfying your relationship 
with your grill can be. 
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The Art of the Meal 

The architecture of t he perfect meal is j ust as 
important as planning an amazing party or 
renovating your new abode. It requires attention 
to detail, timing, beauty, and taste. Building 
a delicious and nutritious dining experience is 
easy when you start with beef. Lean beef lends 
itself to a simple, pleasing presentation that 

also ensures you hit t he mark on r ich taste. 

With beef as the foundation, the art of the perfect 

meal has turned into the art of del icious dining. 

For additional rec ipes, plus "all about beef" 
information, visit www.BeefltsWhatsForDinner.com 

CHIPOTLE SALSA STEAK 
Total preparation and cooking t ime: 25 to 30 
minutes. Marinat ing t ime: 6 hours or overnight. 

beef top round steak, cut % to 1 inch th ick 
(1 pound) 

11/2 cups prepared chipotle salsa 
2 medium limes, peel grated, juiced 

1/2 teaspoon ground cumin 
3 tablespoons chopped fresh ci lantro 

1. Combine salsa, l ime peel and juice, and cumin 

in small bowl. Place beef steak in food-safe 
plastic bag. Pour % cup salsa marinade over steak; 
turn steak to coat. Close bag securely and marinate 
in refrigerator 6 hours or overnight. Cover and 
reserve remaining marinade in refrigerator for sauce. 

2. Remove steak from marinade; discard 
marinade. Place steak on grid over medium, 

ash-covered coals. Grill %-inch thick steak 8 to 
9 minutes (1-inch thick steak 16 to 18 minutes) 
for medium rare doneness, t urning occasionally. 
(Do not overcook.) 
3. Meanwhile stir cilantro into reserved marinade. 

Carve steak into thin sl ices. Serve wit h sauce 
and garnish with additional cilantro, if desired. 

Makes 4 servings. 

ITS WHAT'S FOR DINNER" 

Recipe and photo source: www.BeefltsWhatsforDinrner.com. 

Special Advertising Section 

I 1n the Modern World 

Modernism: Designing a New World 1914-1939 I17 Mar- 29 July I 
Corcoran Gal lery of Art I Wash ington , DC I www.corcoran.org /It's the 
best of modernism, distilled in our nation's capital: The Corcoran is 
host to the largest exhibition of modern art in the United States to 
date, flown in from London's Victoria and Albert Museum. They claim 
it's the most comprehensive show of modernism to hit our soil; 
this exquisite painting entitled Pienture!Nature Morte (c. r925-6) 
by Patrick Henry Bruce makes us think they might be right. 

Hook Box I By Luca N ichetto for Bosa Ceramiche I 
www.bosatrade.com I Those of us who leave a wake of 

clothes, cell phones. and other pocket miscellany strewn 
about upon returning home from a hard day's work have 
a chance to clean up our act. The Hook Box is an attrac­
tive ceramic solution for the organizationally challenged; 
now if we could just remember where we left our keys. 





Herman Miller rocks out. I Eames Shell Roe. An oldie but a goodie. 

<I Herman Miller 



I 1n the Modern World 

XS: Small Structures, Green Architecture I 

By Phyl lis Richardson I Universe I $49.95 / 

www.rizzol iusa.com I Big ideas are squeezed 

into XS: Small Structures, Green Architecture. 

The follow-up to XS: Big Ideas, Smal l Buildings 

shifts gears from the then-hot topic of prefabs 

to the now-hot topic of environmentally 

sound small-scale structures like orbital tree 

houses, undulat ing footbridges, and fashion­

able fru it warehouses. More than a few of 

the projects featured look fami liar, but the 

majority of the compact designs are stil l fresh. 

Renewal fabrics I By Knoll I www.knolltext iles.com I Earth-friendly 
furnishings continue to ingratiate themselves with the mainstream. 
To the delight of the heedful hoi polloi, earlier this year Knoll 
introduced Renewal, a collection of fabrics made from recycled 
polyester stripped of all backings and finishes that impede recycling. 
The collection consists of three patterns: Spark's subtle woven 
dot design is a welcome alternative to a staid solid ($24 per yard); 
Prep's (below) thin, metallic multicolored stripes scream post­
collegiate bling ($2 7 per yard); and Betwixt's archaic nomenclature 
belies its modern arrangement of playful geometry ($28 per yard). 
Available in 28 colors, the patterns are numerous enough to sate 
the green-hungry masses. 
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Nelson End Table 

For more about Herman Miller's design legacy, 

please go to HermanMiller.com/discoveringdesign. 

For the Herman Mi ller retailer nearest you, call 

1 800 646 4400, or go to HermanMiller.com/hmhome. 

©2007 Herman Miiier Inc. 
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ShadeScapes shade umbrellas reflect nature's beauty through the combination of 

durable construction and stunning aesthetics. Both sleek and serene, these sophisticated 

canopies invite you to enjoy the long-lasting allure of perfect composition. 

Customize your shadescape - select from multiple frames and over I 00 canopy colors . 

• 

SHAD ESCAPES~ 
only nature compares 

www .shadescapesusa.com/ dwell 

866.997.4233 



No pieces left behind. 
Now Tidy Lock'M crumble-free technology 
controls multiple cat odors even better 
than previous Tidy Cats Scoop~ 

brand cat box loller 

Multiple Strength for Multiple Cats~ 

tidycats.com 



Oakland , Cal iforn ia, doesn't 
want for stately old Victorian 
houses, but heritage and zoning 
regulations often make them 
tough to renovate, particularly 
if you have an aesthetic depar­
ture in mind. By raising t he 
house, Mike McDonald was 
able to preserve the fa~ade 
and create a modern new office 
space below. 

I Story by Aaron Britt 

Mike McDonald, an Oakland, California- based 
builder, faced a common problem for Bay Area homeown­
ers: an aesthetically pleasing, h istorically significant, 
but structurally shaky Victorian. A full renovation was 
in order, as was a solid fix to a fragile foundation. With 
a boom of new construction afoot in Oakland's Uptown 
neighborhood-a good indicator is the Whole Foods 
under construction a few blocks away-McDonald 
wanted to both preserve the charm of his 1892 abode and 
make an architectural gesture that would firmly plant 
the us-year-old building in the 21st century. He also 
needed new shared office space for his construction 
company, McDonald Construction and Building, and 
oft-collaborator, designer, and architect-to-be Ian Read's 
Level Four Studio. Finding an answer to McDonald's 
problems would require a little heavy lifting. 

"My company has done about a dozen lifts in Oakland 
in the last five years or so," McDonald says. He's not talk­
ing about free weights, or English elevators, but raising 

The Raiser's Edge 

I Photos by Jason Madara I My House 

entire houses. "To lift a house, you slide two big steel 
I-beams under the length of the house, put hydraulic jacks 
under them, and press the 'up' button," he quips. Naturally 
it's not quite that simple- a matrix of braces and no 
small amount of digging go into the process- but with an 
experienced house mover, it's not as difficult as one may 
think. Though a vertical move was clearly in order, the 
house got a lateral adjustment as well. "It was a major 
chiropractic job," says McDonald, "the house was leaning 
about a foot toward the neighbor's place." 

The foundation needed replacing, and with no fireplace 
or exterior set of stairs to be saved, l ifting made good 
structural and financial sense-you can see your own 
house on pylons for as little as $s,ooo. Raising the house 
about four feet and digging out another four feet below 
created space for the :shared office and garage to tuck 
snugly beneath his Victorian. 

The office space is rough and spare, a clear allusion to 
its jarring origins, with exposed concrete walls and steel ... 



I My House 

Ian Read (below) wanted the 
addition to reflect the time in 
which it was constructed, not 
the Victorian times in which the 
house was erected. The indus­
trially styled doors (left) situate 
the office space squarely in the 
21st century. 

exterior doors with clear-coated steel cladding. Read, who 
designed the office and the renovations to the residen­
tial units above, parses the design aesthetic like this: "It 
was only by lifting and excavating that the studio space 
was created- with this in mind we decided to construct 
the lower level in contrast to the existing Victorian." 
He wanted the new level to reflect the separation, both 
physically and aesthetically, from the original house, as 
well as the t ime period in which it was built. "The best 
description I can give is a beautiful scar," he adds. 

Though the new 1,200 square feet of office and parking 
space do the trick for now, McDonald has grander plans 
for the spot. "For the foreseeable future, we see this as our 

office space," he says. "But we did have it outfitted and 
permitted as a cafe. We saw it as potentially a cool little 
neighborhood wine bar or espresso bar if we ever move 
on." Boasting the rough elements of a cafe or a live/work 
space (how many two-man offices have a shower and 
the bones of a small commercial kitchen?), McDonald 
saw flexibility as key to Read's design. 

Though he plans to move into a new home in North 
Oakland- to be one of California's first LEED-certified 

homes-McDonald, his wife, Jill, and their two daughters 
currently live in one of the two newly renovated upstairs 
units. "We weren't even planning to live here, and at 
the beginning I was not looking forward to it," says Jill, 
anxious about being downtown and without a backyard. 
She soon changed her mind. Read lives next door with his 
wife in an as-yet unlifted, soon-to-be-remodeled Victorian 
of his own and Jennifer Strate O'Neal- curatorial man­
ager of Creative Growth, a studio for artists with disabili­
ties just across the street-rents the first-floor unit where 
she lives with her two children. "We have our own little 
compound here," says filL 

Perhaps the biggest boon, and in some ways disap­

pointment, of the McDonald's residence is the additional 
500-square-foot space upstairs, created from a converted 
attic. "We had grand ideas about the attic as a master 
bedroom," says Jill. "But with a three-year-old who stil l 
gets up at night, we didn't want to be on a different floor. 
We have the space, but we don't feel comfortable using 
it." The four McDonalds share two bedrooms and one 
bathroom on the first floor. "That one bathroom has 
become the family bathroom," says McDonald. "We got • 
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J My House 

The McDonalds (below) enjoy 

the extra space afforded by 
their attic addition. The kitchen 
(top right) looks toward Read's 

house, and the custom ban­
ister (below right) is a constant 
and classy reminder of the 
crafty designer, who i s also 
godfather to the Mc Donalds' 
daughter, Erin. 

-
--
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a big bucket for the kids. That's where we wash them." 
As the builder and the client, McDonald relied on a few 

time·tested methods for easing the strain on the pocket­
book: the help of inventive friends, clever custom design, 
and- it almost goes without saying at this point- IKEA. 
"Ian was the real key to keeping the finishing costs 
down-his design is elegant yet simple, and he can build 
as well as he designs," he raves. Read managed to create 
what might just be the world's most stylish baby gates, 
and pull off the unit's coup de grace, a bespoke banister 
and railing up to the attic/guest room that's as attractive 
as it is childproof. Mounting a series of stained two-by­
sixes on a custom steel pole, he created a railing system 
that gives the open living space considerable character 
and a kind of deconstructed Tudor appeal. Add a couple 
translucent panels to keep mobile moppets safely on 
the floor, and you've got childproof chic. 

While McDonald only plans to stay in the house until 
the new space is done, his vision for it extends well into 
the future. "We knew the high-rises were coming, and we 
thought our place could be a collision of traditional and 
modern and a beacon in the neighborhood of what was." ... 
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Simple lines. Because lounging is all about exerting as little effort as possible. 

bludot.com 
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D 

How to Make My House Your House 

flt Whitewashed Interior Doors 

To give the interior doors a little character, 

Read took the cheapest solid-core doors he 

could find, whitewashed them to give them 

a splash of Tom-Sawyer-esque (not the 

Rush song) character, and installed a small 

rectangle of blue glass. Voilfl, custom doors 

for around a hundred bucks. 

D Baby Gates 

Lest the young McDonalds feel the custom 

doors don't address their needs, Read and 

metalworker Chris French fashioned simple, 

geometric baby gates to keep the tots from 

toppl ing. The Mondrian-esque boxes in the 

gates are echoed in the office's window bars. 

l1J Shotgun Bathroom 

Blessed, or perhaps beset, with long and 

narrow "shotgun bathrooms," McDonald 

78 Dwell June 2007 

opted for wall-hung toilets, which not only 

saved space but allowed for more generously 

sized showers. Concrete countertops from 

Oakland's Concrete Works continue the 

industrial theme, but their refined finishes 

make them better suited to toothbrushes 

than paintbrushes. 

Fluorescent Ceiling Panels 

Geno Dennis, a San Francisco artist, and 

Read and McDonald's ice hockey buddy, 

affixed small Masonite panels to the vault of 

the loft's ceiling (page 76 above the seated 

McDonalds). Painted white on the bottom, 

they blend into the ceiling, but their upward­

facing surfaces are painted fluorescent 

greens and reds and pick up enough ambient 

light to glow. "At certain times of the day," 

says McDonald "the pieces look as if they 

are hardwired and lit from within." • 

a 



STANDS UP TO ENDLESS SUMMERS 
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THE MARAIS AC CHAIR 

DESIGNED BY XAVIER PAUCHARD 

T HE SOURCE FOR FU LLY LI CENSED CLASStcs · 
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Saturday: 

Sleep in. 

Watch the game. 

Grill some burgers • 

.... &6ai"'the deck 
Take a dip. 



VERANDA: 

Endu ring Product s. Enduring Beauty. 
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I Off the Grid 

The Nomad, a natty update 
of the classic Mongolian yurt, 
differs from its modern-day 
peers not just in its green 
design but also in its l ight, 
collapsable frame and quick 
construction time. 

I Story by Aaron Britt I 111ustrat ions by Mike Perry 

Lakes of ink have been spilled over a peculiarly 
American wanderlust, whether it's our ancestors' push 
westward or our current penchant for cross-country 
moves at the drop of a promotion, mobility is the norm, 
even the expectat ion. Yet our houses remain models of 
permanence. Whether we sleep in bungalows, brown­
stones, or 'sos-era ranch houses, we don't uproot them 
when we uproot ourselves. Put quite simply: Our homes 
don't reflect our habits. 

Enter the Nomad. Modeled on that 2,000-year-old 
stalwart of transience, the Mongolian yurt, or ger 
(rhymes with "air"), the Nomad is Ecoshack's modernist 

update on the Cadillac of tents. 
Stephanie Smith founded Ecoshack-whose projects 

have included a solar-powered beekeeper's hu t made 
of recycled bee boxes-on a few acres just outside Joshua 
Tree National Park. It began in 2003 as a design studio, 
informal testing facility, and lifestyle think tank for 
designers, architects, inventors, and artists, and has since 

The Country's Best Yurt 

82 Dwell June 2007 

expanded to become a Los Angeles-based design studio 
and manufacturer. 

Smith's past collaborations have included big names 
like Reebok and IKEA, but her abiding interests run 
toward community. She investigated China's cultural 
adaptation to globalization while at Harvard's Graduate 
School of Design. She studied under, and later went to 
work for, Rem Koolhaas, but after spending time at 
Arcosanti- Paolo Soleri's experimental, ecologically 
minded, "arcologist" city some 70 miles outside Phoenix­
she committed herself to bridging the gap between the 
fringes of design and the culture at large. 

"On a trip out to Joshua Tree I happened upon a shack," 
she says- a description that, it turns out, is totally apt­
"fell in love with it, found out who owned it, offered him 
cash, and was in escrow a few days later. I realized that 
the high-desert area today looks a lot like what I imagine 
Palm Springs looked like 50 years ago: a place where 
extreme conditions trigger new ways of thinking about ~ 





I Off the Grid 

Beyond green materials and 
a more compact construction, 
Ecoshack's innovation is, we're 
pleased to report, a looker. It's 
seven feet high, 12 feet wide, 
about 120 square feet, and 
rather suggestive of a glowing, 
space-age orb. 

84 Dwell June 2007 

dwelling and lifestyle." After holding a design competi­
tion for a sustainable camping structure and doing 
several custom designs for clients, she started thinking 
about the hardy herders' home as architectural product. 

"There's a healthy niche market for yurts," Smith tells 
us. "But they're either copies of Mongolian yurts, or 
made in the traditional way out of new materials. I saw 
a chance to innovate, particularly in terms of modernizing 
the design and greening the materials." 

Her view of how to use the yurt, meanwhile, is dis­
tinctly old-fashioned. "People in America are more likely 
to use their yurts in a permanent way, on roofs or in 

backyards. I wanted to get back to the nomadic yurt. 
That's really the genesis of the Nomad." 

Traditional yurts use a fairly complex lattice frame­
work, a platform that often has to be built anew 
each time the yurt is moved, and a central tension ring 
hold ing it all together. The Nomad's design is much 
simpler and more easily assembled. The wall and roof 

structures are combined into one single frame made 
of bamboo-an abundant, light, and remarkably strong 
wood. "The bamboo all comes from Vietnam and is 
fashioned there by local artisans," Smith explains. "We 
tried to get it all made closer to home, but commercial 
bamboo is a strictly Asian affair." The ring and platform 
are made of plywood, so there's no need to forage for a 
new one every time. They come in a modular kit, and the 
platform's 12 pieces lock together to form a hexagonal 
base. You can also have your platform's surfaces done 
with a plyboo (that's bamboo plywood, naturally) finish. 
Ecoshack also replaces the yurt's traditional felted wool 
covering with WeatherMax, a sustainable outdoor-use 
fabric that's breathable and water repellant. 

Ecoshack has more in mind, though, than simple 
aesthetics. "My mission, if I have one," Smith adds, "is 
to facili tate and cultivate green experiences in nature. 
Small structures help realize that. W hen you're out in the 
desert in a yur t for three nights, something happens." • 

Nomad Is an Island 

Much l ike the updates to your favorite software, 

video game console, or social-networking site 

(have you, l ike, total ly seen our Facebook page?) 

the Nomad version 2.0 is at hand. Though t he 

original came out this spring, hot on its heels 

comes a sleeker, svelter version for the summer. 

The same design principles are at play, but 

Smith sees the Nomad 2 .0 as the original's even 

more portable younger sibl ing. "Instead of the 

bamboo frame, we' re using materials l ike alu­

minum and industrial plastics." Fear not, Earth 

Firsters, ecocons-ciousness hasn't fallen by the 

wayside. "These two can both be green materi­

als, and we're making sure that what we use 

is in l ine wit h our values." 

The benefits of the 2.0 are manifold. Smith 

continues, "The 2.0 is going to be l ighter and 

more f lexible, and, most notably, about half 

the price of t he original (around $3,000 versus 

$8,300). You can real ly treat ;this one like a big 

tent." She sees the Nomad 2.0 as an appealing 
alternative for weekend getaways or adventure 

sports. "We're pitching th is one to rock climbers 

and surfers. It's definitely for the recreat ional 

market." Though it's unclear whether you' ll be 

able to sleep with your longboard, we're certain 

you'l l have the space to bunk down with your 

favorite carabiner. - AB 





Opening weekend June 30-July 1, 2007. For a sneak preview, to RSVP, or to find out more about 
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If airports are anathema to you, trust us, you're 
not flying solo: Planes lack panache, shuttles feel like 
cattle cars and airports like bus depots, and the luggage 
claim may well be the seventh circle of hell. The trick 
to keeping your cool is in the bag-or, more precisely, 
the carry-on. With online check-in and a tote on your 
shoulder, you can breeze past Cerberus at the TSA check­
poin t, straight to your gate, which, barring all inclement 
or mechanical maladies, will not be purgatorial. just 
remember to travel light (and make su re all liquids, 
including your blood, sweat, and tears fi t into a quart­
sized Ziploc). 

To see further merit in carry-on travel, one need on ly 

glimpse the bounty of lost luggage at the Unclaimed 
Baggage Center (bargain hunters refer to it as t he UBC) 
in Scottsboro, Alabama. Everyth ing from a 5.8-carat 
diamond engagement ring to an F-16 gu idance system 
(which was returned to the Air Force) has shown up in 

this city-block-sized facility. Although airlines try oh-so­
assiduously to reunite luggage with luggee, after 90 days, 

errant bags- even the ones with l ucky tags and rainbow 
belts- are sold in bulk. The UBC stocks 7 ,ooo items a 
day, plundering a ll you packed, and divvying up choice 
objects to sell at Salvation Army prices. 

So with your perfect Parisian dress picked up during 
/es so/des stowed beneath the seat in front of you, and 
your beloved Holga in the overhead bin, you may actually 
rest easy in coach. But if t hat's not enough to convince 
you. perhaps our selection of carry-on bags will. Our 
expert, John Sencion, has traversed the globe, refining 
a Tetris-style strategy for perfect packing. And as the man 
behind the brand Flight 001, he knows the difference 
between the good bag and the ugly. 

For a roundup of wheeled trolleys please see our October 
2003 issue. 

A Note on Our Expert: 
John Sencion is " cocaptain" 
of Flight 001, the travel store 
that is every frequent flyer's 
jet dream. Sencion, a California 
native with degrees in mechani­
cal engineering and fashion 
design, booked it f rom LAX 
to JFK in 1989, where he met 
future business partner, Brad 
John. The pair left their fashion 
careers (Sencion was once 
design director for Federated 
Department Stores) when 
they launched the plan for 
Flight 001 on a plane to Paris. 
Despite his many frequent flyer 
miles, Sencion still loves the 
"personal time-out " of f lying 
the friendly skies and is loyal 
to a singular Samsonite (which 
he never checks). 

All Aboard! 
While styles, and items in the overhead compartment, may 
shift, these comely carry-ons will make you feel like a member 
of the jets et, even on T etBl ue . 

• Scope 25-inch duffel by Samsonite Black This is not. However, I'm sure the Scope 

Label I $98 1 www.samson1teblacklabel.com / stil l appeals to fash ionistas who won't 

24.5" x 10" x 13' I blue/black, yellow/ black, succumb to the faux pas of wheelies, even 

grey/ black, orange/ black and red/ black 

Expert Opinion: Because of the color 

options, this would have been my obvious 

f irst choice. But on second look, it seems 

Ii ke design-by-committee. My guess is that 

an accountant, not a designer, dictated 

adding the duffel to the line. The fact that 

it opens like a sandwich and has mult iple 

pockets is great, but because of the shape 

and t he hard, molded-foam bottom, it's 

not ergonomic. The duf fel is supposed to 

be grab-and-go; it should be easy to carry. 

if it 's a Marc Newson. 

What We Think: We want to l ike t he Scope 

based on looks alone, but it could never be 

our main squeeze; it doesn't squeeze at all. 

The bulky bag bounces at the hip and flip­

f lops as much as our feelings for it. Although 

we' re suckers for its design, the Scope feels 

l ike a prototype. The discreet logo (good) is 

attached with a weak adhesive and pops off 

after packing, leaving a sticky residue (not 

good). In your mind's eye you look cool with 

t his arm candy. In real ity, it's awkward. ~ 
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AUM recycled sailcloth medium duffel by What We Think: Although totes made of 

Red Flag Design I $250 I www.redflagdesign. recycled sails have been around for years, 

ca/ 26.8' x 13.8 ' x 15' / white, natural, grey, we've never seen such fine styling or stitch-

black, blue number, black number ing. While we were able to clip a shoulder 

strap from another bag onto the AUM, for 

Expert Opinion: This is a great fusion of 

fashion and function, but it 's flawed. The 

pulls and handles are heavy-duty, but when 

fu ll , they barely come together. However, 

I like the big cavity and that the material lets 

light in. It 's nautical in a nice way; the shape 

is reminiscent of a buoy and the theme works 

throughout, including its recycled history. 

This is my favorite bag in terms of styling, 

but I wouldn't use it because of its size . 

Large Weekender by LeSportsac I $98 I 
www.lesportsac.com / 13. 75' x 20. 75' 

x 10.5 I various prints 

Expert Opinion: It's fashionable and func­

tional. Prints add interest and create new­

ness for the customer-that is LeSportsac's 

specialty. They basically have a library of 

bag forms they work off and print with new 

patterns each season. The aesthetic is per­

haps more female, in that men may expect 

something more rugged, but the material 

is durable, and it's functional for a duffel 

in terms of size and pockets. Katie Mullins, 

part of the Flight 001 Travel Innovations 

Team, our think tank, coined a travel term 

the price you pay, it should come with its 

own. In addition, the size allows you to pack 

several pair s of shoes and jeans, which can 

make a cumbersome carry-on. But that said, 

the bag is wel l crafted, down to the fold-over 

that hides t he zipper and the placement of 

the color blocks that come from numbers on 

the sail. The fact that each one is unique-­

a quality lost on most bag screeners-won 

us over to the AUM, our personal favorite. 

appropriate for the Big Weekender: "souvenir 

bag." You could pack this flat in another bag, 

and return from vacation with it filled. 

What We Think: As San Franciscans with 

limited square footage, this bag's smoosh­

factor was i mmediately appealing to us; 

a sweater takes up more room in the closet. 

Urbanite or not, that's a desirable feature. 

Duffels are defined by how different they 

are from hard cases and trolleys, so this fits 

the bill in terms of flexibility and accessibil­

ity. It also has nicely placed pockets. The 

same shape comes in a variety of sizes, and 

prints change each season, so you're free 

to play Goldilocks, or create your own set. ~ 
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Perspective queen bed $ 5 99 

Simply beautiful. Surprisingly strong. O ur Perspective bed is an easy and affordable way to bring modern design into your room. 

Welded by hand in a family-owned Minnesota steel shop, each bed is one of a kind. In stock and ready for delivery. 

Room&Boarcf 
HOME FURNISHINGS 
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WeatherShed duffel by Patagonia I $175 / or the concealed zipper, show Patagonia's 

www.patagonia.com/ 25 x 17' x 11.5'/grey design expertise. This bag has the most 

interesting features, it's the most engineered, 

Expert Opinion: I love this rubberized 

material-it appeals to that desire for 

durabil ity, even indestructibility. Although 

they have the same hard-foam bottoms, 

it's nonfunctional in a different way than 

the Scope. You 'd have to drag it like a sled 

walking down an airplane aisle. But the way 

the wires are embedded in its opening, like 

a doctor's bag, makes it easy to pack, and 

in addition to the big exterior pocket, there's 

a "dry stash" on the inside. It's divided well. 

Simple things, like the wet-look of the logo, 

Travel-Zip, medium, by Ortlieb I $145 I 
www.ortlieb.com/ 10.2' x 22.8 ' x 15' / 

red, blue, white 

Expert Opinion: Overal l, this is my favorite 

bag. The colors and materials are reminis­

cent of children's rain gear. It makes me 

think of the Morton Salt logo, like I could 

weather that storm. At a recent trade show 

in Paris everyone was gaga for this rubber 

material-we're actually planning on using 

it for a Flight 001 bag. But until I can make 

my own, this would be the bag I'd choose. 

It 's the most functional, and I like the sim­

plicity. Like the AUM, it 's made of an indus­

trial, not-obvious-for-travel material. It's also 

but it's still not the most functional. 

What We Think: A Patagonia employee 

described it, impishly, as "bomb proof." 

The company is known for rugged testing, 

so we wouldn't be surprised. A highl ight 

of the WeatherShed is the reflective interior 

that ensures the bag isn't a black hole for 

socks and sundries. We took it for a walk 

in the rain and everything inside stayed dry, 

and because the shoulder strap is mounted 

diagonally, it doesn't flip like the Scope. 

a more manageable size and shape than 

the other bags. It's just the best balance 

of design and function. 

What We Think: Those seat-belt style straps 

on nearly every bag can rub your hands 

raw after waiting in line for food, let alone 

a Southwest flight. The hand-guards on the 

Travel-Zip are a simple step up in design, 

but offer a big pay-off, and the straps can 

be adjusted to carry it like a backpack. The 

Travel-Zip has a tew wel l-placed pockets, 

leaving a roomy interior. It is comfortable 

and functional, yet it has its own identity. 

Although the material is reminiscent of a 

Freitag bag, it's unfortunately not recycled. • 
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I Nice Modernist I Story by Tim Mc Keough 

After disappearing almost 70 years ago, the New York 
floating pool is making a comeback. Introduced in the 
early l8oos as a private diversion for the wealthy, by 1870 
the pools were being promoted as public baths to serve 
the city's tenement districts. They consisted of pontoon­
bome structures permanently moored to the land, with 
the river rising up through pine slats in the middle. This 
time around the pool is offering a much cleaner swim, 
a modern design, and a watery wanderlust. 

The project is the brainchild of urban planner Ann 
Buttenwieser, who in 1999 founded the not-for-profit 
Neptune Foundation. "Our goal is to develop floating 
pools for the New York and New Jersey region, to be 
placed in areas where people are recreationally under­
served," she explains, noting that by making the pools 
nomadic, the benefits can be spread around. "One month 
it could be in the Bronx, the next it could be in Brooklyn, 
so it would be reaching a larger variety of people." 

Pooling Our Resources 

New Yorkers fed up with 
the unappealing environs of 

their community pools are 
bound to take to this nifty 
nomadic pool barge, docking 
this summer at ports of cal l 
across the five boroughs. 
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To design the first facility, she recruited architect 
Jonathan Kirschenfeld. "I'm interested in the public 
realm and trying to build things that are part of the 
bigger city," says Kirschenfeld, adding that the floating 
pool has become a personal pet project. 

In 2004, they bought a 260-foot-long barge in Morgan 
City, Louisiana ("For the price of a studio apartment in 
Manhattan," quips Kirschenfeld), and hired a shipyard 
to transform it. Now, the floating pavilion contains a 
25-meter-long swimming pool and holds steel changing 
rooms and shower stations capped by colorful boxy 
roofs- an aesthetic that's equal parts Mario Bellini and 
Super Mario Brothers. The barge made the journey to New 
York by tugboat last October and will be put through its 
first test runs this summer. The plan is to hand it over to 
the city's parks department by 2008. "This is something 
for the people of New York," says Buttenwieser. "It's really 
going to be used, and I think it's going to be wonderful." • 
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The Philip Johnson Glass House 

will open to the public for the first 

time m its 50+ year history this 

spring. This 47·acre site represents 

a survey of architecture. art. and 

landscape design from the second· 

half of the twentieth century. 

The mission of the Philip Johnson 

Glass House is for the 47-acre 

campus to become a center point 

and catalyst for the preservation 

of modern architecture. art. and 

landscape design; and a canvas for 

the cultivation of new ideas and 

talent honoring the spirit of Philip 

Johnson and David Whitney. 

A site of the National Trust for 

Historical Preservation. 

Learn about or contribute to our 

efforts to preserve the modern at 

www.philipjohnsonglasshouse.org 
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POPPER Sofa 

B&D ITALIA LLC 
701 E. Spring Street 
Tit usville, PA 16354 - USA 
T. (814) 827·7864 
www.bontempiusa.com 

• MADE IN ITALY, IN STOCK IN THE US. 
For a showroom near you (800) 553-0181 
info@bontempius.com - www.bontempiusa.com 
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In Bei jing's Olympic plan, the 
wild, verdant expanse of Forest 
Park gradually snakes its way 
south and gives way to t he 
heart of t he Olympic Green: 
the nestlike National Stadium 
by Swiss architects Herzog+ 
de Meuron, and t he National 
Aquatics Center by Australia's 
PTW Architects. 

The story of an Olympic athlete tends to follow a 
particular arc: A gritty competitor fights long and hard, 
with little monetary compensation, for a remote shot 

at international sporting glory. Granted, a few do make it 
to the Wheaties box and post-Olympic fame, but for every 
Oksana Baiul (who can forget her deft defeat of Nancy 
Kerrigan?) there's a raft of also-rans who are lucky to 
spend the rest of their careers with Disney on lee. 

The built Olympics-the stadiums, public greens, 
infrastructure, and architectural legacy- follow m uch 
the same course: Some succeed in energizing and invigo­
rating their host cities, while others come to function 
as multimillion-dollar ghost towns. Dennis Pieprz, a 

principal at Sasaki Associates Inc. in Boston-winner of 
the internat ional competition to design the urban plan 

Going for the Green 

I Story by Aaron Britt I Context 

for the 2008 Beijing games-knows this all too well. His 
firm's unifying vision for Beijing (others will carry it 
out) aims toward fertile new development with a clear 
futu re instead of a grand, momentary feat that promptly 
devolves into underused urban space. 

"The most important aspect of the u rban planning 
of the Olympics is the legacy and w hat you have left 
over given the huge investmen t," says Pieprz. "The post­
Olympic part of the project was of great interest a nd 
significance for us in Beijing. Some Olympics have been 
very successful at this, and others have raised issues that 
really need to be though t about." 

Beyond introducing extensive new green space at the 

northern end of the city-Forest Park, a cen terpiece 
of the design that promises to benefit the city for years, ~ 
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J Context 

PTW Architects of Sydney, 
Australia, offer one of the most 
compelling Olympic designs in 
recent memory: the National 
Aquatics Center. This ebullient, 
luminous indoor area will host 
swimming and diving events 
where the athletes won't be the 
only thing aglow. 
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will offer nearly 1,700 acres of woods and wetlands­
Pieprz and his colleagues at Sasaki have a novel plan for 
integrating the new Olympic Green into Beijing. And it 
relies on a remarkably free-market strategy. yet another 
indic.ation that the communist behemoth isn't at all 
averse to the occasional capitalist venture. 

"One big thing you have with the Olympics is inter­
national-level stadiums and facilities that may not be 
used much after the event," he explains. "That's what 
happened in Sydney. The stadium that was built there is 
lovely, but it's used maybe 30 times a year." The opera­
tion and management of these sports complexes threaten 
to become a burden on Beijing once the games are over, 
so Sasaki developed a unique strategy to shift the load 
onto those willing to take it. "We added facilities and par-

eels of land adjacent to the Olympic facilities for private 
development companies to purchase and use once the 
games are done," says Pieprz, who sees hotels, spas. office 
space, or even more densely built sports facilities filling 
in the grounds. These companies will "use the Olympic 
facilities as part of a later, integrated project that will be 
more than just a series of sports stadiums," he adds. 

For Pieprz, this post-Olympic plan is all part of the push 
toward sustainability, one that the "Green Olympics," 
as the International Olympk Committee is billing the 
Beijing games, is desperate to achieve. Though certain 
new buildings are being constructed with green design 
in mind-the National Aquatics Center, a glowing, 
bubble-inspired creation from the Australian firm PTW 
Architects, will heat the pools and interior with solar ,.. 





I Context 

Beijing's Olympic Green (far 
right) boasts significant new 
construction and ample green 
space as it occupies the 
northern central part of the city 
between concentric ring roads 
(right). Sasaki's plan for filling 
in the site of the Sydney games 
(above) shows the proposed 
const ruction in orange. 
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power and filter and recycle the water collected on the 
roof-the Sasaki team sees sustainability as more than 
slapping solar panels on the velodrome. Integrating the 
Olympic Green into the surrounding neighborhoods, 
providing transportation access to all parts of the city, 
and envisioning attractive civic spaces for the post­
Olympic era are paramount in Sasaki's plan. "Green isn't 
really only about ecological matters, or things related 
to clean air or water," Pieprz notes. "Green is about 
the social sustainability of urban design, and discover­
ing leftover or brown fill sites that can be regenerated 
to become part of a living, vital urban environment." 

Part of the motivation for the Beijing plan came not 
from an Olympic plan that worked, but one that didn't. 
Concurrently with its work for the 2008 games, Sasaki 

is working with three Australian firms to envision the 
next 20 years for the decidedly underused site of the 2000 

Sydney games. Built outside the city center, the Sydney 
site proves to be a cautionary tale: "The Sydney games 
were considered one of the most successful Olympiads," 
Pieprz says. "Great facilities and setting, well managed. 
They even had a substantial environmental strategy and 
created new parks that are still thriving ecological zones 
today. But the core of the Olympic site consists of sports 
buildings, set widely apart to accommodate crowds, 
sitting in an underused civic landscape that took huge 
investment to create." Current plans for the Sydney 
revitalization call for additional housing, live/work 
space, and entertainment and educational facilities 
to attract both developers and day-trippers . .. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
~~ 





I Context 

Swiss starchitects Herzog+ 
de Meuron raise the stakes 
from their already impres­
sive Allianz Arena in Munich 
with their stunning National 
Stadium. Imagined as a steel 
bird's nest, this massive open­
air arena will host track-and­
field events and opening and 
closing ceremonies. 
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Sydney may suggest what not to do, but for further 
inspiration Sasaki looked back to what is, from the urban 
planning perspective, a clear gold medalist: Barcelona 
in 1992. "Barcelona is always held up as a huge success 
because the strategy there was to use the investment and 
the event to trigger a regeneration of the whole city," 
Pieprz says. "It set Barcelona on a great path of growth 
and evolution in the '90s and into the 21st century." 

Certain build ings for the Beijing Olympics clearly 
stand ou t, such as the National Aquatics Center and the 
Olympiad's tour de force: Herzog+ de Meuron's 80,000-

seat National Stadium, a glistening, steel bird's nest that 
serves as the literal and figurative heart of the games. 
But Pieprz's vision for the Olympic Green extends beyond 
the needs of world-class athletes to those of a more 

humble quality: the citizens of the Chinese capital. 
"In China you get huge crowds of people doing exer­

cises to music in massive parks," he says. "You don't really 
see that in the States, except maybe for joggers. But in 
China exercise is a very public thing." Thus a commit­
ment to accessible public spaces, integrated into not just 
the built environment but into the social and cultural 
fabric of the city, guides Sasaki's plans for the future 
of Beijing- and Sydney, too. "In our plan, we were very 
attentive to the whole city, its historic structure, 
and what significant addition to the urban form we can 
make. We began to think, wouldn't it be interesting 
for visitors and residents if th is were more than simply 
a sports district? What if you could gain access to all 
of Chinese culture and history?" • 



In the well-lived home, 
you share a memory with 
every meal. 

It's a sanctuary. 

It's a comfort zone. 

It's a creative outlet. 

It's a place for appliances that help you create your 

home, just the way you want it. Electrolux appliances. 

Appliances that have been used in fine homes and 

restaurants in Europe for over 70 years. 

Like the Electrolux ICON'" 48" Dual-Fuel Range. 

It has the power of a gas cooktop and the 

precision of a double convection oven to provide 

the control and versatility that are desired for 

baking perfection. It brings water to a boil in 

seconds with the 17,000 BTU Power Burners:M 

it delicately simmers with the Precision Burners;" 

and our Smooth-Glide~ ball bearing racks extend 

fully and effortlessly. The Electrolux ICON'" 48" 

Dual-Fuel Range, an 

appliance that can 

turn any moment into 

something delicious. 

List 
Are you on it? Go to electroluxusa.com/Elist 
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AMERICAN CLAY 
The original earth plaster rm 

Transport your walls and yoUJr senses with the Original E::arth Plaster u For old world palazzos, post modern lofts, desert retreats, beach 
by American C lay. The color-rich, non-toxic and durable alternative u bungalows, and everything in between, American Clay is the creative 
to cement, gypsum, or acrylic plasters, it makes modern plastering, 0 choice for interiors that put aesthetics and imagination o n display. 
faux and painting dramatically obsolete . 

'American Clay fits so easily into our New York City home, while making us feel as though we are truly living in a Tuscan villa. The product shimmers, soothes, 
adds warmth and color, and to top it off. does not of/ow little fingerprints to ruin the look of the space. And, did I mention it's all natural and non-toxic'" 

· Paul Gleicher. Gleicher Design Group 

!=or samples call 866-404-1634 or visit 

AMERICANCLAY.COM 





I Story by Michelle Hoffman I what We Saw 

Though it attracts only a tenth of the exhibitors of its rival fair, Maison & Objet, 
the Salon du Meuble nevertheless packs a punch with a concentration of 
innovation. VIA (Valorization of Innovation 1n Furnishing) is partly responsible: 
Every year the industry group backs a handful of designers on the rise by getting 
manufacturers to produce their prototypes. 

IJ Perfumed Meadows 

Perhaps a mild delusion of grandeur 1n the 

name of this mstallat1on- though it wouldn't 

be fair to cal I it 1ust a lawn. Italian landscape 

designers Paghera and 01kos Fragrances 

are the creators of a perfumed patio that 

gradually releases aromatherapy fragrances 

to waft throughout the home. It was the 

central element of an indoor-outdoor "dream 

house" (shown) conceived by Italian architect 

Simone Michel i for the Salon. 

a Collection Tandem by Thomas Sauvage for 

E.go Paris v. ;. L 

This ego's got room for two, in the case of 

its modular chaise-longue system. Lounging 

lovebirds cao stow daiquiris and sunblock 

within easy reach on its w ide deck, made 

either from oiled teak or Corian. 

Ill Entreciel mezzanine by Sylvain 

Rieu-Piquet "" w i.i f 

Let loose your inner monkey. Steadied by its 

metal structure. this mezzanine, a prototype 

designed by 27-year-old Sylvain Rieu-P1quet, 

beckons to be climbed. Its graceful curve 

makes the outsized structure architecturally 

compelling. But the cane wrapping also lends 

1t an earthen, natural feel. " 
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I what We Saw 

After serving up minimalism, retro-modernism, glitterati pop, and contemporary 
functional ism, it feels as if global design gurus are at a loss as to what to offer as 
the next earth-shattering revolution in the home. Paris's massive Maison & Objet 
f urnit ure fair displayed acres of low-slung sofas, textiles both sleek and hi rsute, 
and enough printed leather upholstery for Christo to wrap the Serengeti in. 
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D Missoni Home I www.missonihome.com 

Rosita Missoni, honored by Maison & Objet 

for a half -century's work creating a signature 

style, has draped contemporary f urniture 

with her Technicolor fare. Missoni Home 

unleashed a gargantuan sofa "island" this 

season that lights up a room like a f irework. 

liJ Objekto I www.objekto.fr 

A two-year toddler in the furnitu re industry, 

this French company already handles a smal l 

handful of ageless pieces. Paulo Mendes 

da Rocha, the Brazil ian architect who won 

the Pritzker Architecture Prize last year, 

designed t he Paulistano armchair in 1957. 

A constructivist concept made from one 

single bent steel bar and a sensuous leather 

sl ipcover, the chair was init ial ly released in 

a l imited edition. Now reissued by Objekto, 

it is a haindsome modernist exemplar. 

B Kose I www.kosemilano.com 

Rosaria Rattin credits Alice in Wonderland 
as her inspiration for her outsized ceramics 

this season. Resembl ing gigantic spinning 

tops that have come to rest, they contrast 

with previous collections of exquisitely deli­

cate vases but share the same cool tones 

and trad it ional craftsmanship. 

Ill Domestic I www.domestic.fr 

Wit h the noble goal of encouraging "par­

t ic ipatory art," Domestic invites people to 

customize t heir dwellings with vinyl wall 
stickers, presented as an arty alternative 

to wal lpaper. Vaunted French designers like 

Matali Crasset and Franirois Azambourg, 

graff iti personalities like Fafi, and a host of 

international illustrators have lent t heir ta l­

ent to the collection. • 



"Contrasting symmetry and 
stylized detail bring uncommon elegance to the kitchen environment." 



I what We Saw 

We heard no one outstanding aesthetic message ringing in 2007 at t his year's 
Maison & Objet furniture fair. Instead, everywhere, there were shimmers of 
bri lliance from two antipodean camps of designers: those looking to play, and 
those serious about keeping it real. 
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rJ Christian Lacroix I 

www.c-lacro1x.com/engl ish/somma 1 re. htm 

and www. paris-hotel-pet1tmou iln. com 

In the crossover craze linking the multifari­

ous worlds of design, Lacroix has been a 

pioneer. He gets a Maison & Objet nod this 

year, too, during his 25th anniversary of also 

designing haute couture. One of his newer 

ventures, the Paris boutique hotel, Hotel du 

Petit Moulin, proves his exuberance has not 

been toned down over the years. 

D Katayama Bunzaburo Shoten Platz Inc. I 
www.kyo.or.jp/premium 

Kyoto Premium, a trade group also show­

casing silk cushions, brought the delicate 

moonscape of these lampshades to Paris. 

Made in the venerated tradit ion of shibori­
a term best translated as the aristocrats' 

t ie-dye- the twisted, sculptural si lk has 

traditional ly been used to make kimonos. 

l'il Ernst Gamperl I www.ernst-gamperl.de 

In his studio perched above Italy's Lago 

di Garda, Gamperl turns carefuly selected 

wood on a lathe to craft a pattern and draw 

out the natural vein. The vessels, at once 

stunning and simple, rich in Arte Povere 

influences, aren't actually intended to hold 

anything. They look better, anyway, wi thout 

the fruit, flowers, and baubles. • 
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What you can imagine, we can create. 
Why stop designing when you get to fixtures? With Signature Design Studio™, from Symmons you don't 

have to. While everyone else is choosing someone else's fixture from a catalog, we'll work with you to turn 

your design idea into custom-manufactured bathroom fittings. So contact us, and be amazed how simple 

and fast it is to turn your imagination. into reality. 

1-800-SYMMONS www symmons com/s1gnature 



Who would spend $ 59,750 on a bed? 

Most people would not or could not. A select few could and would, 
if they knew what they paid for. 

If they knew that the Vividus bed was built by a small family 
owned company in the small Swedish town of Koping. 

If they knew that the company had built beds for 150 years. 
If they knew that a few years ago the company took a vow 

simply to create the best bed in the world. 
If they knew that the company scanned the planet for the 

best knowledge of human comfort, the finest natural materials, 
and dug deep into the most valuable experiences from their own 
long history of bed building. 

If they knew that it takes weeks for the most skilful craftsmen 
of the company to build just one Vividus, since every little detail is 
done exclusively by hand. 

Now you know. 

Find the remarkable story of Hastens Vividus at www.hastens.com 

Hastens Beds, priced from $ 4,475 - $ 59,750 Hastens-,&:.. 
since 18µ 

The Hastens Store SoHo, NY 2 12 2 I 9·8022 The Hastens Store at ABC Home NYC. NY 212 473·3000 The Hastens Store Miami. FL 305 285·2339 The Hastens Store Chicago. IL 312 527·5337 
The Hastens Store Winne1ka, IL 847 441·5337 The Hastens Store Seattle. WA 206 903·0339 The Hastens Store Boise, ID 208 327·3552 The Hastens Store Newport Beach, CA 949 7 19·0877 
The Hastens Store Los Angeles, CA 31O558·3I55 The Hastens Shop at Scan Design Tampa, FL 813 805·2777. Palm Harbor, FL 727 784·6353 
The Hastens Shop at House of Norway Fatrircld, NJ 973 227·3367 The Hastens Shop at Kuhl·L1nscomb Houslon, TX 713 526·6000 

Coming Soon: The Hastens Sto<e Scotlsdale. AZ · The Hastens Store Dallas, TX • The Hastens Store Las Vegas. NV 

866 50·Hastens www.liastens.com 





I Conversation 

Why do institutions like Art Center and 

MOCA matter? 

The whole idea is that institutions have 

responsibility to deal with what happen 

the classroom. But they also have a res onsi­

bil ity to the city and t he community in rich 

they exist. They have to set an examplEj- And 

I think that there is a new leadership ef ua­

tion emerging where the decisions are/made 

by the political leadership, the corporrte 
leadership, but also by the creative leader­

ship. The forces of change now, in stiety 

and continuing into the future, are r:· ing to 
be science, and t he creation of new nowl­

edge in science, and the creation o new 

knowledge within institutions like t e Art 

Center College of Design. The idea was that 

this has to become a research inst lute; this 

has to become an institution that elieves 

in ideas, that has the confidence o take on 

challenges withirn a larger contex . II we do 

that then our students will beco e leaders 
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in the fut re. They won't be marginalized 

as creativ people. It has always bothered 

me that d signers and, to a certain degree, 

architects ave always been marginalized, 

working lo other clients, whether they're 

corporate o government or whatever. 

there is a sufficient audience 

out there lis~ning? I mean, how many of our 

representativfs-in Congress, the Senate, 
the World Ba~k, the United Nations-are 

designers or architects, or people who think 

in a creative, l~teral way? 
\ . 

Very few, to tel\ you the truth. But I think 

there's also a v~y interesting seismic shift 
happening, and I think that is because 

of the new tech ology- like MySpace and 

YouTube and so orth and the Internet. 

What 's happenin~ now is that the individual 

is becoming mer important than ever 

before, and wear going to depend less 

on government or anizations and polit ical 

Daly Genlk 

Craig Ellwood 

Case Study Program 

leadership, and even corporate leadership 

to a certain degree, and we're going to be 

depending more on individuals to make their 

own decisions and provide leadership. 

That concept is simi lar to Time magazine's 

2006 " Person of the Year [ Is]: You." 

That's right, and I think there's something 

there. More than anything, though, I bel ieve 

that architects, artists, and designers are the 
optimists of the future. I tru ly believe this. 

I've always listened to artists; I mean when 

I spent time with Robert Irwin or Richard 

Serra, I talk to them about the future. We 

talk about what's coming next. This is true 

with architects. It goes way back to my inter­

viewing Richard Neutra and Marcel Breuer 

and asking, "Where is the future here?" 

When we got involved in picking the archi­

tect for Disney Hall, we traveled around the 

world to talk to conductors and visit orches­

tras and concert hal ls and acousticians. ~ 
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I Conversation 

Oskar Schlemmer 

Wassily Kandinsky 

Walker Art Center 

The one quest ion that I asked of people, 

whether it was Pierre Boulez or Isaac Stern, 

or whoever it was, was, "Where is the 

future?" For me I never want to look back. 

I have th is f irm belief that the future might 

be unknowable, but it's not unthinkable. 

Can we back up a second? Did you just 

say you interviewed Marcel Breuer? 

Yes, when I was in high school, I read 
about Breuer and I actual ly made a trip 

to New York to see him. I ta lked to him 

about the Bauhaus and he was fantastic, 

extraordinary, very generous. I remember 

asking him, "Who were the great teachers 

of the Bauhaus?" And he said, "For me, 

it wasn't the architects." He said, " It was 

the artists. I learned about form from Klee. 

I learned about color from Kandinsky. 

I learned about movement from Schlemmer." 

He went through why and how al l this 

impacted his architecture. 
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Paul Klee 

Let's circle back to 18 years ago and the 

" Blueprints of Modern Living" show at 

MOCA. Is it connected to the current interest 

in, even fetishization of, modernism? 

I felt then that it was time to do a com­

prehensive exhibition on an architect who 

actually changed the course of modernism. 

We made a very, very long list. Charles and 

Ray Eames were at the top of the list. We 

realized it would be best to start, not just 
with one architect, or even a small group 

of architects, but with a major init iative in 

Southern Cal iforn ia that had an impact, not 

only in Southern California but globally, so 

we focused on t he Case Study exhibition 

program. We documented it in great detail. 

We built two full-scale houses. 

When we f irst started to do this exhibit ion, 

I went to see Esther McCoy (the architecture 

critic who wrote extensively about the Case 

Study program)- this is somebody I admired 

greatly-and we had lunch at Michael's 

Robert Irwin 

Stefan Sagmeister 

restaurant. It was an amazing lunch because 

she had an oxygen tank, and she was smok­

ing a cigarette and she would turn off the 

oxygen tank, smoke the cigarette, turn on 

the oxygen tank. And I thought any minute 

Michael's restaurant was going to disappear. 

But she said, "Richard, please do a wonder­

ful, substantial Case Study exhibition." She 

said t hat the work these architects did is 

still valid today as an influence. 
So we did the exhibition, and its impact 

was huge. I think that architects today gained 

something from that experience, but then 

they added their own influences. That's 

why we have such richness now. That's why 

modernism, which is stil l alive in my mind, 

is much richer. It's much more relevant to 

the world we llive in today, and t here is th is 

sort of wide-ranging diversity of expression 

that comes from that. That's why I think that 

architecture now is of greater interest than 

it's ever been. • 
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Peter Blake designed the 
Pinwheel House for himeslf 
in 1953 in Water Mill, New 
York. Based on an unrealized 
design for a museum. this 
basic box's four walls slide 
open on the eight runners 
that project outward. With 
no glass or screens between 
the outdoors and interior, 
Blake's house invites nature. 

bugs and all. right inside. 

Blake Canvas 

I first became aware of the work of Peter Blake in 1984, 
when I was preparing an exhibition on the forgotten 
modernist houses of Long Island, New York. Combing 
through old magazines, 1 kept coming across these 
wonderful little gems: simple boxes on stilts with floor­
to-ceiling glass walls, designed by someone named Peter 
Blake. His beach houses were the perfect antidotes to 
urban stress, little escape pods that were at once casual, 
open, inexpensive. and low maintenance. and that 
defined a certain moment in the history of American 
leisure. While he built houses elsewhere, it was Blake's 
dozen or so vacation houses on Long Island, built 
between 1954 and 1962, that best captured the excite­
ment and possibility of that moment. They were also 
among the purest expressions of a multifaceted career. 

It was always the landscape of eastern Long Island­
then still empty, still pristine-that intrigued Blake. Like 
the abstract expressionist painters, he was attracted by 
its unique, low-lying beauty, the high sky and sea-brewed 
light, and the great ocean void. "All the buildings I would 

I Story by Alastair Gordon I Archive 

do were an in terpretation of that landscape," he would 
later tell me. His houses reflected this passion in the 
way they were sited on the dunes or potato fields, and in 
how their modular plans sacrificed everything for light 
and connection to the outdoors. It seemed like a paradise, 
a place to peel back one's soul and face down all inhibi­
tions. Blake spoke about the landscape as if it were a 
painter's canvas: empty, raw, and seductive, but also 
vaguely threatening. 

He was introduced to Jackson Pollock through a mut­
ual friend, and his visit to Pollock's studio in the hamlet 
of Springs came as a revelation: "I was absolutely over­
whelmed," he recalled. "The sun was shining when 
I walked into his studio, shining in and into the paint­
ings. It was like walking into the Hall of Mirrors at 
Versailles- dazzling, incredible!" Blake longed to make 
an architecture that wasn't so cool, so Eurocentric, so 
clinically detached as th e modern design of his genera­
t ion. He may have also longed for the kind of reckless 
abandon that he witnessed in Pollock's studio: The same .,. 
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I Archive 

Strongly influenced by another 
denizen of Long Island, Jackson 

Pollock, Blake imagined a 
Miesian "Ideal Museum" to 
showcase t he artist 's work 

(lop). Blake experiments 

with a model of the Pinwheel 
House (bottom). 
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energy, emotion, frantic movement- even rage-that 
was part of the artist's temperament. 

Blake took this as a calling: Young architects were 
obliged to push their work to entirely new levels. "What 
I and others saw in the new painting in the Hamptons 
was only the beginning," he said. "We were sure that a 
similar architectural energy would soon manifest itself 
all around us. And we felt we were ready.• In retrospect, 
it seems to have been an auspicious moment: the best 
of avant-garde art converging with architecture to create 
a new dynamic, a new vision of American space. But how 
do you tum an "action painting" into a building? How do 
you introduce to architecture the kind of dynamism and 
all-over application that Pollock brought to his work? 

Jn 1949 Blake designed a project called the "Ideal 
Museum," in which Pollock's large drip paintings were 
to hover within an all-glass pavilion and merge with the 
surrounding landscape. Basing the structure loosely on 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe's unbuilt "Museum for a Small 
City," Blake made a model with miniature reductions of 
Pollock's canvases. The artist got involved too, fabricating 
several small-scale plaster sculptures for the model. 

The Ideal Museum was never built, but the project led 
Blake to similar ideas, one of which came to fruition in 
the house he designed for himself in i953, in the middle 
of a potato field in the village of Water Mill. The idea was 
deceptively simple, almost like a cartoon, but ingenious: 
a pinwheel configuration, 24-feet-by-24-feet square, with 
four barnlike walls, (8-feet high, 18-feet long) that would 
slide outward on metal tracks so that the home dweller 
could experience total oneness with the surrounding 
landscape. There would be no glass to interfere with the 
sensation; when the walls were open, the house would 
literally be in nature. (Mosquitoes turned out to be quite 
a problem.) 

Blake asked Pollock to paint the inside surfaces of the 
walls, so that when they were closed one would be sitting 
inside an all-around painting, and when they were open 
there would be four Pollocks floating on air. By 1954, 
though, Pollock was too busy and too successful to accept 
the proposal. "You can't afford me," he said. Instead, Blake 
hung a large abstract painting by Alfonso Ossorio on one 
of the walls, fulfilling his idea of creating seamless move­
ment between art, architecture, furniture (low-lying 
Noguchi tables), and landscape. 

There is a photograph that shows Blake in motion, 
slightly blurred, pulling open one of the sliding walls 
of the Pinwheel House. It conveys the feeling of a kind 
of "action architecture," almost as if he had built the 
proverbial box but was, at the same time, struggling to 
break free from it. (The shot happens to have been taken 
by Hans Namuth, the same photographer who took the 
iconic photos of Pollock working in his studio.) 

The layouts for Blake's other houses followed a similar 
logic, arranged and balanced in a variety of configura­
tions: basic geometric forms, elevated, stacked, splayed, 
separated by a breezeway, and so on. There was the 
slablike Russell House (Bridgehampton, 1956), which 
was cantilevered on steel pilotis to gain water views . .. 
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I Archive 

Blake designed summer homes 
all over Long Island, inspired 
by the raw landscape and inter­

section of sea and sky. The 
Armstrong House (above) in 
Montauk was built i n 1962 and 
can be shut up for the winter 
like a Chinese box. 
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The Kent House (Water Mill, r956) was propped on 
telephone poles to lift it safely above hurricane floods. 
The second Blake House (Bridgehampton, 1960) was a 
Mies van der Rohe- inspired expansion on the Pinwheel 
House, essentially two 24-foot-by-24-foot boxes connected 
by an open-air breezeway. The Hagen House (Sagaponack, 
r960) consisted of a pair of pavilions connected by a 
deck, while the Armstrong House (Montauk, 1962) was 
a double stack that could be closed up for the winter 
like a Chinese box. 

Blake died on December 5, 2006, at the age of 86. 
Despite the fact that he was very much a part of the 
architectural establishment- he was architecture/design 
curator at MoMA, editor of Architectural Forum, and dean 
of architecture at Catholic University-he somehow 
retained the personality of a free-spirited outsider, some 
might say a loose cannon. It was as if he never really 
wanted to fit too comfortably in a world that he never­
theless appreciated and understood deeply. 

Among his 17 books are seminal monographs on 

Marcel Breuer, Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier, Mies 
van der Rohe, and Philip Johnson. While he venerated 
the modern movement, he was always wary of the heroic 
architect role, the sweeping master plans, soulless equa­
tions, and what he called the "monumental arrogance" 
that some of modernism's masters displayed. In God's 
Own Junkyard (1964), he decried corporate modernism 
and the desecration of the environment by commercial 
interests. "This book is not written in anger," he wrote. 
"It is written in fury." 

Whenever I asked him for a good image to use for 
an article or exhibition he would send me the same 
photograph, of his young son Casey and his cousin 
Elizabeth sitting in the breezeway of the Blake house 
in Bridgehampton. "Isn't this wonderful?" he would 
say. Although I didn't get it at the time-surely there 
were better images of the arc hi tecture- 1 think I now 
understand why he liked it so much. It was a shot that 
portrayed youthful innocence within a perfectly ordered 
framework of Euclidian space. • 
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The Russell House's (left) 
cantilevered living space 
shows the influence of another 
modern giant: Le Corbusier's 
Villa Savoye. Peter Blake 
(below) at right with Jackson 
Pollock al left. Pollock was 
enthusiastic about the "Ideal 
Museum," a glass and metal 
pavilion to house his large-

scale drip paintings, and made 
small plaster sculptures for the 
model. The Kent House (bottom 
left) was built in 1956 and was 
situated near enough to the 
water to warrant propping up 
on piles. Blake's son, Casey, 
and his cousin, Elizabeth, 
(bottom right) enjoy the sun 
at the second Blake House. 
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Ten Things You Should Know About Peter Blake 

l /Born Peter Jost Blach, in Berlin, to prosp­

erous Jewish parents, Blake was sent to 

school in England in 1933 when the Nazis 

came to power. 

2 /Blake was an intelligence officer in the 

U.S. Army and among the first Allied troops 

to enter Berlin after Hitler's death. 

3 I He studied with Louis Kahn at the 

University of Pennsylvania. 

4 /In 1959, Blake curated a highly influen­

tial exhibition on new American architecture 

for a U.S.-Soviet trade show in Moscow. The 

famous Kitchen Debate between Soviet 

leader Nikita Khrushchev and Vice President 

Richard Nixon took place in the exhibition's 

model suburban house. 
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5 /Blake was the outspoken editor-in-chief 

of Architectural Forum from 1964 to 1972. 
Subsequently, he was the founder and editor 

of the short-lived but influential magazine 

Architecture Plus (1972 to 1975). 

6 /Besides his innovative weekend houses, 

Blake designed a number of institutional 

buildings including an experimental theater 

at Vanderbilt University; a synagogue in 

Livingston, New Jersey; and a psychiatric 

hospital in Binghamton, New York. 

7 I Blake designed the cabinets and kitchen 

counters for Philip Johnson's Glass House. 

81 He designed a good number of his built 

projects in collaboration with the architect 

Julian Neski. 

9 I When he wrote about fellow architect 

Edward Larrabee Barnes, Blake was also 

expressing his own lifelong conviction: 

"He seems to have grasped what few others 

understood as clearly or creat ively-that 

a designed building in a participatory 

democracy shou Id respond to a great variety 

of factors and that its ultimate form should 

express those conditions and demands rather 

than provide a memorial to its architect or 

to those who paid the bill." 

10 I Subsequent owners of Blake's Pinwheel 

House "remodeled" it beyond recognition 

and incorporated it into a much larger house. 

Blake devised a way to save the purity of 

the original by build ing a tunnel to a new 

house, but the local zoning board wouldn't 

approve it. • 



collection rochebobois 
' .. P A R I S 

.. VOYAGE IMMOBILE" sofa. Removable "Farniente~ cover. Adjustable back. lnfinl1e amount of posslble corner sofa, straight sofa, lounge chair and guest bed configu,alfons. 
To purchase our " Les Voyages" catalog or to locate the Roche -Sobols store nearest you, call 1-800-972-8375 (dept 100). 

NEW YORK - ATLANTA - BOSTON - CHICAGO - COLUMBUS. OH - CORAL GABLES, Fl - COSTA MESA. CA - DALLAS· OENVER ! LITTLETON) · DETROIT (TROY) · HOUSTON · l.A JO\.LA. CA · I.OS ANGl:l.ES · MONTREAL. · NAPLES. FL· NATICK. MA 
OTTAWA - PALM BEACH - QUEBEC - SAN FRANCISCO - SAN JOSE, CA - SAN JUAN. PA · $C01T$0Al.E ·SEATTLE · TORONTO · VANCOUVER · WASHI NGTON. DC. COMING SOON; MANHASSET, NY · CAL.GARY 

, g t d n' 



I Dwell Labs I Story by Christopher Bright I Photos by Stan Musilek 

138 Dwell June 2007 



-~· 
0 

..... , 

Residence 22F. floois 4 to 27. 

Spec ial Advertising Section 

Imagine 
Three floor plans. Three winners. 
Here's your chance to design a modern home in a wonderful urban 
community. Dwell'" invites our readers to submit design proposals for 
one of three varied floor plans for homes in The Infinity' ". A panel of industry 
experts, including Dwell owner and founder Lara Hedberg Deam, will 
review designs. Winning designers will see their vision materialize in 
cooperation with the development's designers. 

Project: The Infinity, a landmark of contemporary design in San Francisco. 
Architects: Bernardo Fort-Brescia of Arquitectonica and Clark Manus and 
Jeffrey Heller of Heller Manus. 

The Infinity is a bold new architectural statement rising in San Francisco's 
South of Market district. Two shimmering glass towers, with panoramic vistas 
of the Bay Bridge, San Francisco Bay, and city skyline, The Infinity represents 
a bold imagining of the possibilities of urban living. The dramatic new 
residential complex, which will also include two mid-rise buildings, is slated 
for occupancy in early 2008. Reflecting its bold exterior, The Infinity is sure to 
inspire provocative interior design possibilities. 

What you need to know about The Infinity before you begin: 

The Residences: The elegant concrete, steel, and glass 37- and 42-story 
residential towers w ill be among the tallest in the city. Floor-to-ceiling 
windows will give way to glorious views of the bay and skyline. A welcoming 
landscaped courtyard will feature a water wall and shade trees. The four 
curvaceous buildings offer one, two, or three bedrooms, and two expansive 
penthouse residences. Amenities include a 5,000-square-foot fitness center 
with saunas, a competition-length lap pool, a private screening room, spacious 
c lub lounge, and business center. www.the-infinity.com. 

Design Challenge Overview: 
• Budget for each is $75,000; all furnishings must be available for installation 

November 30, 2007. 
• Deadline for entries is June 18, 2007. 
• For submission guidelines and rules, and to download one of the floor plans 

as the basis for your design, please visit www.dwell.com/theinfinity. 

Entries should be mailed to: 
The Infinity Design Challenge 

Dwell 
40 Gold Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133 

All submissions must be postmarked by June 18, 2007. All entries must be 
original to contestant. Entry grants certain rights to sponsor and its agents. 
See official contest rules at www.dwell.com/theinfinity for further details. 

THE INFJN TY 
www.the-infinity.com 
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I Outside 

Compelling custom solutions 

to off-the-shelf problems are 
often hard to come by. But 

landscape architects James 
A. Lord and Roderick Wyllie 
relished the challenge of 
making a standard hot tub 
the most exciting element 
in the garden. The American 
Association of Landscape 
Architects gave Surfacedesign 

a Residential Design Honor 
Award for the project. 

I Story by Deborah Bishop I Photos by Jeremy Harris 

While nature abhors a vacuum, it's not much fonder 
of a hot tub, which tends to grace the landscape with all 
the elan of a hair-sprouting mole upon a pristine, milky 
cheek. However, when a client has only two firm requests 
for his little patch of Eden-easy maintenance and 
a body-soaking respite for his work-weary limbs- the 
designer must find a way to marry programmatic needs 
with aesthetic principles. 

"There was a very long pause when I mentioned the 
spa," recalls Mark Erman with a laugh. Erman's schedule 
as a research analyst for a hedge fund compels him 
to arrive at the office by 5:30 a.m., and he rarely makes 
it back to his home in the Noe Valley neighborhood 

of San Francisco before six in the evening. "But," he adds, 
"I think they were intrigued by the challenge." They 
being James A. Lord and Roderick Wyllie, two of the part­
ners in the San Francisco landscape architecture firm 

Stoked to Soak 

Surfacedesign Inc. "Given the modest budget, we knew 
we weren't going to be creating a custom soaking pool," 
says Wyllie, a tad wistfully. "But it's also the kind of thing 
we love to do- take off-the-shelf materials and make 
something that feels crafted and personal." 

"The hot tub wasn't the only challenge," adds Lord. "In 
order to maximize every inch, the developer had dug the 
garden right into the existing grade." Defined by a r4-foot 
retaining wall on the north side, a ten-foot wall to the 
west, and the house itself-a two-flat, four-story elevation 
that fairly looms over the rear- the yard felt smaller 
and more constrained than it actually was. "We wanted 
to find ways of creating movement and life in the garden, 
and offer Mark a way to experience nature without 
getting his hands dirty." 

Lord and Wyllie-who met years ago at Harvard's 
Graduate School of Design and spent time in the offices .,. 
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I Outside 

More than just a clever cover, 
the ipe wood shell of Mark 
Erman's spa, thanks to its 40-
foot tracks, niftily navigates 
the rocky straits between spa 
shelter, dapper deck, and 
bespoke buffet table. 
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of George Hargraves, Martha Schwartz, Peter Walker, and 
Ron Lutsko before setting up their own shop- started 
by organizing the space into three zones. Working with 
design associate Moritz Moellers, they expanded a stone 
patio at the back of the house, where Erman entertains. 
From there, a path of parallelogram-shaped stone slabs 
now leads to the middle zone, a bamboo grove under­
planted with a dense carpet of mondo grass, self-natural­
izing spring bulbs, and hellebores. A diagonal boxwood 
hedge signals the sybaritic rear zone, where the hot tub 
is flanked by three Japanese snowdrop trees rising from 
a field of decomposed granite. 

The hot tub, shielded in front by a fixed steel plate, is 
encased within an 8-foot-square, steel-framed cover made 
of ecosourced ipe wood. Closed, it looks more like some 
Donald Judd- inspired garden folly than any lingering 
relic of fodue-era California. When it's time for a soak, 

the cover slides on tracks to become a waterside deck, 
then travels 40 feet up to the terrace, where it doubles as 
a buffet table beside the built-in grill. The garden feels 
private but no longer claustrophobic, with new side and 
rear fences that conceal the oppressive verticality of the 
original walls. The designers took variously sized off-the­
shelf redwood planks, stained them black, and intermit­
tently canted them inward to create a sense of movement. 
As evening approaches, lights embedded between 
the walls and the fence glow through the gaps, softly 
illuminating the space. 

"I got way more than I imagined," says Erman, who will 
soon have more time to enjoy his yard, as he anticipates 
a sabbatical. As promised, the space has a "just add water" 
simplicity year round- from winter, when the hellebores 
bloom, to summer, when the snowdrop trees sag with 
white blossoms and rain petals onto the ground. • 
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I Story by Glen Mart in and Claudia Plasencia I 111ustrations by Leif Parsons 

The Long and Winding Road 
It be,gan as the house of our dreams. Also known 
as Dwell Home II, it's an approach to sustainable design 
that became an architectural project that turned into 
a wajting game. For the last three years, we have been 
working to secure the various permits needed to build 
our home in Topanga Canyon, on the northwestern edge 
of Los Angeles. The prelude to groundbreaking has been 
complicated and lengthened by the fact that some of 
the sustainable building materials we're using are only 
new]y available, and that our property falls into multiple 
permit jurisdictions, each with its own particular priori­
ties and concerns. Although we didn't think about this 
at the outset, it turns out we will likely also be breaking 
grotrnd on a greener approach to local building regula­
tions. Meanwhile, if you've been following the Dwell 
Home II updates in these pages, you've read about the 
various hows and whys (if not the whens) of our precon­
struction odyssey. But there's also a personal side to 
the saga. You might wonder, for example, what it's like 
to live inside the idea of a home, and how one stands up 
to the pressures of domestic limbo. We've compiled 
a journal of the ups and downs and are happy to share 
it, if only because the process can seem lonely at times. 

In 2004, Dwell asked us to write a brief under the 
headfog, "The House We Would Love." Our first sentence 
was: "A great place to live and raise our kid(s)." From 

there, the rest flowed. We wanted a modern home, 
which we defined as on a human scale and at peace with 
its surroundings: simple and functional, uncluttered 
and comfortable. 

And green. We wanted cross-breeze ventilation and 
natural cooling for low power usage, and, where pos­
sible, passive solar for heating, with walls of glass on the 
southern exposure. Indoor-outdoor living with privacy, 
and California native landscaping, with desert plants, 
for low water usage. 

In short order, our brief was distributed to five 
architecture firms, followed by meetings with all the 
architects at the building site we had by then purchased 
in Topanga Canyon. The design competition was on. 

We were stunned by the beauty of the designs that 
were submitted. We chose the Los Angeles firm of 
Escher GuneWardena Architecture, which met, and even 
exceeded, our goals with a compact (roughly 2,000-

square-foot) and efficient design. The question Ravi 
GuneWardena and Frank Escher asked was: "Can a glass 
box be green?" And they answered it with natural cooling 
and ventilation systems, solar panels, and a green roof 
for thermal insulation. They are also going to preserve 
our wooded, hilly site. with its oak and sage trees, seasonal 
wildflowers, and grasses. 

Everything was moving along so quickly ... .,. 
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Glen : When Claudia and I first started the project, we 
were happily ensconced in a home that we had owned 
for aJmost ten years, in a neighborhood that we loved, 
with family and many longtime friends close by. We 
were on our way to having our first child, Leif, when 
we decided that we needed to expand our living space. 
Having looked at houses and seen nothing that felt 
like us, we decided to build. This meant selling our 
house-we needed the capital to purchase land and hire 
an architect. It's hard to believe that was three years ago. 
What seemed like a fairly straightforward process has 
become a seemingly infinite number of invoices to pay 
and papers that must be filed in just the right order. Our 
experience can't be described as a roller coaster, which 
would indicate that things are happening faster than 
your brain can process. It feels more like a long walk 
through the woods. Well, maybe not a walk, either, but 
more of a march. A really long march. 

Claudia: We've been building a house for about two 
and a half years already. Not that we have anything that 
remotely looks like a house- but when we get going, 
it will be quick and we will have done everything per 
the request of the California Coastal Commission, the 
Topanga Canyon community, and Los Angeles County. 
At least that's what we tell people when they look at us 
like we're mad, because we still have nothing but paper-

rn 

work, stakes, and holes to show for our efforts. And, of 
course, many, many canceled checks. 

Glen: We're just now arranging the loan for construc­
tion; the architect has submitted all of our permits to 
the county for checking, the engineers have submitted 
our designs to the health department, and our expe­
ditor is working furiously to close the final Coastal 
Commission permits. If all goes well, a shovel should 
be hitting the dirt soon. Meanwhile, it remains hard 
to think of ourselves as renters after so many years of 
having owned a home, but that is what we have become. 
Many days, I feel a little bit like a vagrant. Coming home 
from the airport after a long and exhausting business 
trip, I've sometimes actually ended up in Silver Lake, 
where our old house was, when I should be in Topanga 
Canyon, the location of our current rental. For those of 
you not from Los Angeles, that's 2 s miles out of my way. 
After we sold our house, we were sitting on a sizeable 
chunk of cash. Weren't we the clever ones, we thought. 
We moved into a very large, very nice rental at the top of 
one of the mountains near downtown. But once we kick­
started the building process and started writing checks 
that were, um, pretty large, we decided to scale back on 
our living expenses. We moved to a tiny bungalow in 
Silver Lake, and I rented an office nearby to get some work 
done and avoid stepping on the dog. We were now " 
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quite near our architect's office and seemingly making 
great progress. By the fall of 2006, we had put Leif into 
school in Topanga Canyon. As the date approached for 
him to begin, however, it dawned on us that we were 
nowhere near completion on our house. So, after about 
three days of driving him those aforementioned 2 s miles 
to school and back (not very green of us), we decided to 
move again, to a rental in Topanga Canyon. 

Claudia: Rental number one was a huge affair with 
a heated Toto toilet seat. And I really loved that. But the 
oven didn't work. Rental number two was significantly 
smaller, but my mom was five minutes away and our 
neighbor Bob would give daily dog treats to Rocky. 
Unfortunately, that couldn't compensate for the fact 
that we had to put Rocky outside a lot and that he spent 
much of that time trying to get back inside. We lost 
most of our deposit on that house. Now, we're happily 
moved into our third rental, which is just the right size 
for our son, our new daughter, and the dog. 

Glen: So, we were like Goldilocks- our first rental was 
toooo big, our second rental was toooo small, and our 
third rental was just right. 

Claudia: My husband is very optimistic about this 
process, whereas I have been more crabbily tenacious. 
I'm impatient and typically need more immediate gratifi-

cation so I can pine for the next thing. But I have to say, 
this slow-bake process has forced me to make the best 
of every shift. Each house is a little adventure. with its 
own personality and stories. As for the stuff that travels 
with us, I've become ruthless-purging has become 
a mania. At the same time, I'm annoyed that there are 
things I haven't been able to take with me. I measured 
Leif's growth on the cabinets of two previous kitchens. 
I'm sure the pencil marks have been painted over, along 
with the tiny little stickers he put inside some of those 
cabinets. Lesson learned: Get smart about memento por­
tability. And then I remember--once we slog to comple­
tion, there will be no more domestic dalliances with 
other people's houses. 

Glen: We've made a solemn vow to ourselves: Once we 
move into our Dwell Home, we will never move again. 

Claudia: Okay, I must confess, we still have a garage 
full of boxes that have made the journey with us. There's 
nothing I need in them, though there are a few items 
that my mind's eye still fancies: ceramic vases I got for 
a wedding anniversary, an old Artemide light fixture 
I refused to sell with our old house. I should have left 
a few boxes behind each time we moved. 

Glen: We're also sitting on a small mountain of drawings, 
letters from various government agencies and banks, .,. 
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and all those canceled checks. And, needless to say, not 
feeling quite as clever as we did when we were sitting on 
a mountain of cash. Late at night, when Claudia and 
I talk about the house, we're no longer giddy with antic­
ipation. Instead, we reassure ourselves that it's always 
darkest before the dawn. 

Claudia: I listed all our likes and dislikes way back when, 
on the brief for the architects, but, let's face it, everything 
is ultimately about chemistry. I just hope that when 
I walk into our new home, I can happily say, "You're the 
one we've waited for so long." I lived in one house grow­
ing up. That was home. But it has become very clear to me 
that no matter where we live, it's my family that defines 
home. Surroundings may change, but what you do day-to­
day to keep everyone happy- that pretty much stays the 
same. I feel very brave and adventurous now. 

Glen: We had a meeting with our architects, who gave 
us a final "here's what we've got to get done to break 
ground" list. I will say it's a little longer than we'd hoped. 
Two major obstacles are new requirements from the fire 
department and the plan check on the Green Sandwich 
technology we're using. The fire department is now say­
ing that we need to widen the road in front of the house 
and create a path to it that is neither too steep nor too 
soft. We're one of the the first to use Green Sandwich 

0 
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structural concrete insulating panels in Los Angeles 

County, and it's causing perturbations with the plan 
checkers. They're going to do extra analyses (for a fee, 
of course) before approving this greener approach. 

Claudia: What can I say? News could be better, but 
trying to sound stoic, I'll say it could be worse. 

Glen: Our lives are now full ·of emails with status reports 
on "soils report corrections," "civil engineering drawings," 
"mechanical systems approvals," "deed restrictions," 
"building plan check," "contractor interviews," "construc­
tion loan approval docs," and "fire department correc­
tions." Everything had been moving along, with no real 
villains in our story. Now that we're at the r I th hour, 
59th minute, a last few delays and deadbeats have been 
creating a lot of drama for us. Groundbreaking is now 
so tantalizingly close. We're actually starting to believe 
that we will be home soon. 

A postscript: We just got the news that the CEO of Green 
Sandwich Technologies spoke to the structural division 
head of architectural engineering at the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Works, and the county is going to 
waive the extra fees and expedite our paperwork. The county 
supervisor's office says they're interested in our project as 
a prototype for green building. Hooray! • 
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Amsterdam -based architects UNStudio transformed 
a wartime concrete bunker into a poetic, multipurpose, 
and thoroughly modern monument- without eradicat­
ing the original. 

In the middle of a field in Vreeland, blotting the kind 
of rustic 17th-century Dutch landscape familiar from 
Rembrandt etchings, stands an implacable concrete 
war bunker; a conservation order forbids its demolition. 
The owner of the land- which is now used for polo 
matches- asked UNStudio to transform the bunker 
into a place where he could host friends, hold meetings, 
watch polo, and enjoy the country views. The result 
is the Tea House on Bunker, an elegantly contorted 
structure whose daring 36-foot cantilever springs 
directly from the earthbound bunker, effectively lifting 
the entire building into the sky, mirroring blue in its 
textured steel skin. 

"We star ted by analyzing the bunker itself, and the 
views from it," says Ben van Berkel, a UNStudio princi­
pal. "The solution that we came up with was to hang the 
Tea House from the o ld concrete structure, bridging out 
beyond the original walls to form a space with a huge 
window for people to see the landscape." The single 
floor-to-ceiling window, 49 feet wide and floating just 
over 7 feet above the ground, dominates the interior 
structure (and can be completely removed in summer, 
dissolving the barrier between inside and outside); 
there's also a small kitchen and a bathroom, allowing 

the Tea House to function as a guest house, as well as 
a meeting space and viewing platform. 

·our strategy was to cover the bunker, yet not coveT 
it," says van Berke I. "On the outside, just as with the 
bunker, the Tea House has a totally coherent structure. 
It's a sculpture that grows out of another sculpture. 
There's no seam or gap, and it's all welded together as 
one entity.· The cladding was formed from sheets of steel 
welded seamlessly, punched with dots to catch the light, 
and folded around the frame. The welding took a year 
to complete. Patches of the bunker's concrete have been 
left visible, so as to create a visual link between the old 
and new; the climbing plants that were working to cover 
the old structure have also been permitted to creep onto 
the new gleaming steel fa~ade. "It's as if you move from 
the archaeological aspect of the bunker to its new 
evolution in the Tea House," says van Berkel. 

The Tea House. he continues, represents more than 
a building: "It's a thing in itself, a piece of art. Actually, 
we wanted to create a new bunker- after all, you can 
be really secluded here, apart from the one window. The 
Tea House has the same oblique quality as the bunker, 
and the steel exploits those angles by reflecting every 
change in the light. I'd say that what we've done is to 
reframe the original building. Restoration I don't reaUy 
believe in. When you restore a building, you always put 
something new on top of it anyway. Much more than 
restructuring, I like the idea of reframing." • 
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Although postwar California modernism is generally associated with 
Southern California, the Bay Area's own tradition has begun in recent years 
to be more widely acknowledged, and its surviving treasures have gained 
an appreciative audience. San Francisco's modernists were faced with the 
issue of building within a firmly established stylistic tradition- think bay 
windows and gingerbread. Henry Hill's 1947 renovation of a 1908 Victorian 
tucked away on an alley in historic Russian Hill provides a remarkable 
response to the dilemma. 



I Dwellings I Story by Sam Grawe 

Project: Farnham/Rice Residence 

Architect: Henry Hil l 

Location: San Francisco, California 
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I Photos by Misha Gravenor 

Upon completion of Harvard's graduate design program 

under Walter Gropius in 1937, the English-born Hil l returned 

to Berkeley, Cal iforn ia, and worked extensively wit h John 

Ekin Dinwiddie, one of San Fr.ancisco's modernist pioneers. 

After World War II- during wh ich Hill served in London 

assessing damage from bombing run photographs-he and 

Dinwiddie went into practice for a brief period with the 

progressive German architect Erich Mendelsohn. By 1948 

Hill was in business for himself and had established himself 

as an architect capable of seamlessly melding the traditions 

of European modernism with an almost laid-back Californian 

sensibil ity. Landscape architect Robert Royston, who once 

shared an office with Hill on Clay Street, paints the picture: 

"It was wonderful, he would show up to work with the top 

down on his car, with a great Beethoven or Britten symphony 

playing on his radio." 

Gretchen Rice and Kevin 
Farnham moved into the 
renovated Victorian in 2005. 
They were surprised to find 
a mid-century home- albeit 
a renovation- in their neighbor­
hood. The mahogany-paneled 
vestibule (left) features gently 
angled stairs that rise to the 
living area, dominated by an 
impressive atrium (above). 

Farnham (opposite) walks the 
couple's Vizsla, Kasia, down 
the sloped alley upon which the 
house sits. Hill's renovation 
maintains some Victorian cha­
racter in the decorative eaves 
and scaling, but the home 
is largely an anomaly for San 
Francisco. A double-height 
entranceway is punctuated 
by a bright orange door. 







In 2005, Gretchen Rice and Kevin Farnham acquired 

the unique home. Prior to that the couple lived only a few 

blocks away but, according to Farnham, "couldn't believe 

that something like this existed in our neighborhood." 

The two had pretty much written off San Francisco's rea l 

estate market, but over the course of one weekend-when 

Farnham accidental ly stumbled upon t he listing on a web­

site-everything changed. "I knew right t hen that I was in 

trouble," recounts Farnham of walking into the house for the 

first time. "I had never rea lly encountered a house in San 

Francisco that I actually wanted. I knew I had to have this." 

Farnham and Kasia (opposite) 

sit in front of the home's most 
impressive feature: an enclosed 
atrium overlooking the living 
area. In 2007, Dale Loughins 
outfitted the atrium with all 
manner of exotic epiphytes and 
an automated misting system. 
Clockwise from top: A 1972 
ticket to the Munich Olympics, 

a vintage lacquer plate, and 

Eva Zeiser salt and pepper 

shakers for Nambe perch 

in front of t he atrium which 
abuts the kitchen. Rice surfs 
the net at the built- in desk. 
Metropolitan side chairs by 
Jeffrey Bernett for B&B Italia 
surround a Surf Table 
designed by Carlo Colombo 
for Zanotta. 6 p. 254 
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The home's exterior is so modest you could walk by it a hun­

dred times without a second glance, but open the oversized 

orange door and you are engulfed by an unexpected new 

world. " It's a pronounced experience," says Farnham of 

Hill 's sweeping design statement. A sl ight series of stairs 

angles lazily up to the home's main level. Tongue-and-groove 

mahogany panel ing elegantly cloaks the walls. A long waist ­

high horizontal built-in, a f ireplace, and embedded hi-fi 

speaker (remember that in 1947 we're talking mono), extends 

back to the fa~ade and its wall of opaque glass. And then 

there are the atriums: Near the stairs, in the corner between 

the dining area and kitchen, and along one whole wall of 

the l iving area, these magnificent volumetric voids dazzle 

t he eye and flood the otherwise enclosed space with l ight 

and plant life. 

The bank of translucent glass 
windows diffuses light evenly 
in the living room (opposite) 
and contributes to the sensa­
tion that you have left the 
world behind. Eames chairs 

for Herman Miller are accom­
panied by Italian manufacturer 
U-vola's unique speakers from 
Elite Audio Systems. 

Clockwise from upper left: Tidy 

shelving provides perfect stor­
age for Phaidon's Art and Ideas 
series. Joseph Albers prints 
hang in the background. Hill 
included a hidden turntable 
and mono speaker cabinet in 
the original design. Built -ins 
in the bedroom echo the cabi­
netry from the great room. 
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Impressive as Hill's great room was, t he home's downstairs 

had little going for it. Designer John Randolph, whom 

Farnham and Rice have since commissioned to tackle a 

handful of domestic projects, even describes a "double hap­
piness" symbol etched in the decaying floor. Almost imme­

diately, Farnham set about updating the space. He hired Jeff 

Thomasson, a contractor now "on a semipermanent retainer," 
to tackle the lighting, walls, and flooring, and commissioned 

Atlas Industries to wrap the room with its modular shelving 
and storage. Eventually Atlas also designed the custom wet 

bar and bar, furnishing CAD drawings for Thomasson to 
follow. Seated on an expansive Patricia Urquiola sofa, Rice 

claims it's "the ultimate rnan p<il<ice," (However, she has 

been known to take in more than the occasional NFL game.) 

Clockwise from upper left: 
Farnham installed Cat6 two­
gigabit ethernet throughout 
the home, the epicenter of 
which is this herculean mass­
ing of hardware. The miniature 
backyard was landscaped and 
now accommodates a Viking 
grill, custom picnic table and 
benches by Ohio Design, and 

a nook which buttresses t he 

small garden. Atlas designed 
the wet bar to meld seamlessly 
with the modular shelving 
that encircles the room. Atlas 
shelving (opposite) provides 
the framework for Farnham's 
entertainment center. Almost 
100 square feet of Patricia 
Urquiola's Tufty-Time sofa 
for B&B Italia provides ample 
space to stretch out. 0 p. 2 54 
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"I spend 80 percent of my time down here," admits the tech, 

media, and design junkie Farnham. Whether it's behind the 

bar mixing an eclectic array of cocktails, navigating TiVo 

through the evening's NBA proceedings, or keeping up with 

work at the "wired to the teeth" computer station, the down­

stairs space is a physical extension of Farnham's character 

(which surely includes the grill just outside the back door). 

Whi le the couple 1s investigating if the home can be raised to 

accommodate a parking space or considering the possibility 

of a small additional story, Hill's design is in good hands. " I'm 

basically future-proofing the house," Farnham explains. 
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In the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius, architect Rytis Mikulionis spent several 
years property hunting for his first nesting ground and finally ended up 
inside a former Soviet army barrack, which was, before that, a building on 
the grounds of a Baroque palace. The city's astounding collage of architec-
tural histories, compounded with a stimulating encounter between eastern -­
and western aesthetics, make for a unique visiting experience. 

-
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Project: Mikulionis Residence 

Architect: Plazma Architects 

Location: Vilnius, Lithuania 
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[ Photos by Hertha Hurnaus 

It is safe, if cliched, to bet that an average American 
cannot locate Vilnius on a map. It's a city of 550,000 

people and the capital of Lithuania. It populates a valley 
at the junction of the Vilnia and Neris rivers, some 194 

miles east of the Baltic Seacoast. Now here's a patriotic 
confession: Yours truly scarcely knew the aforemen­
tioned until arriving in Vilnius one freezing evening 
last February. 

Wearing a fur-lined cap with earflaps that cradle 
a wide bespectacled face, architect Rytis Mikulionis 

gives me a lift from the airport in his black Citroen sedan. 
Born in Kaunas, a city 62 miles outside of Vilnius, and 

educated at the Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, 
he founded Plazma, a practice now eight-strong, six 
years ago. He is 37 and just moved into his first flat. In 
a booming real estate market, he took several years to 
find the property and spent the past couple years redoing 
it with h is partner, Ausra Marcinkeviciute, an architect 
focused on interior design. 

In the car, Mikulionis apologizes about his English, 

which is quite good, and I a bout my Lithuanian, which 
is limited to one word, aciu- thank you- from the 
passport control guy. Is Lithuanian anything like Russian 
or Polish? "No, we are Baits," he says with almost­

indignant pride. Though al] the Baltic countries have 
distinct languages, Lithuanian and Latvian have a prehis­
toric linguistic origin commonly called Bait- an Indo­
European tongue in which some words resemble those 
of Sanskr it, ancient Greek, and Latin.• 



-----

Moby, the cat, (opposite) 
sits on the windowsill, which 

the architect constructed 
by cutting a geometric pattern 
into a thick sheet of MOF, a 

fiberboard product that's inex­
pensive, easy to machine, and 
unrecognizable when coated 
in white lacquer paint. An inset 
shows the delicate detailing 

of the ceiling, which was once 
covered in Soviet army signa­
tures. Rytis Mikulionis (above) 
relaxes on a sectional sofa of 
his design, below a monumen­
tal Bui reading lamp by Ligne 

Roset. He gazes at the wintery 
haze streaming into a grand 
picture window, the flat's only 
source of natural light. 0 p. 254 
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The architect looks toward 
the grounds of an 18th-century 
monastery. which accompa­
nies the domed church. The 
large hi-Ii system with Infinity 
acoustics is three centuries 
newer than the building behind 
it. Wall sconces. seen here and 
on the opposite page, are from 
Luzofer Uimps in Spain. Their 
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pattern of triangular prisms 
is reminiscent of ceilings in 
the domes of the Alhambra, 
the ancient Moorish palace 
in Andalucia. The shelves are 
stocked with souvenirs from 
Mikulionos's travels-through­
out both Europe and former 
Soviet states like Uzbekistan 
and Ukraine. 0 p.254 



"We have always considered ourselves and our culture 
part of Europe," Mikulionis adds, referring to the national 
mindset that survived nearly 50 years of U.S.S.R. occu­
pation in r99r. "The resistance was hiding in the forest 
the entire time." 

Today, Vilnius is a great place to be an architect. Since 
the Iron Curtain disintegrated, the city has been building 
nonstop. High-rises are shooting up in the new center, 

an area formerly filled with sculptural concrete Soviet 
monoliths. The old center is a splendor of baroque 

churches and estates, many of which were built by Italian 
architects when a Lithuanian duke, Sigismund the Old, 
married an Italian princess, Bona Sforza, in the r 6th 

century. Now it's full of restorations that feature contem­
porary interiors. There is plenty of work to be done. 

There is also a surplus of histoirical baggage, which, 
as in any former Eastern-block country, is palpably fresh. 
In the bleak winter, when the trees are bare and matted 
snow and ice cover every st reet, the architecture is para­

mount. Colorful baroque buildings contrast the 2oth­
cen tury Soviet architecture with keen, luscious clarity. 
In some cases, Soviet-era architects seem to have pulled 
gentle touches of baroque curves into their blocky 
compositions. And, even where they haven't, the differ­
ence is exhilarating. 

Mikulionis is fond of history. Driving by a city square 
where a h uge statue of Lenin was dramatically pulled 
off its pedesta l in r99r, he points out the lanterns still 
standing that once surrounded it. "There is a Jot of talk in 

-
The renovated fa~ade of 
Mikulionis's flat (above), seen 
beyond thin snow and bare 
trees from the grounds of the 
monastery. Sconces overlook 
the living room (right) like 
a pair of eyes. The furnishings 
of the architect's design are 
fully stocked with pillows made 
from exotic patterned fabrics. 

. -.--.;:: .... __ .. -- - .c..- - . ---- -_-4:"~ -

the city about rebuilding this square to make it more 
pedestrian friendly," he says. "Our practice might be 
involved. Those lanterns are typically Soviet, and I'd like 
to keep them there." 

But he is hesitant to explain the i ntricacies of why he 
wants to keep them. When pressed he simply utters "of 
course," without pause. We chat about how in Germany"s 
former East there has been debate about what to do with 

Soviet monuments versus pre-Soviet ones-which are 
more worth saving, and whether it's cathartic, pointless, 

or shameful to erase the recent totalitarian regime. 
He feels the debate is irrelevant. His mantra is, evidently, 
"What happened, happened." 

Mikulionis's r,r 30-square-foot property is inside what 
was once the outbuilding of a baroque 19th-century 
palace, and more recently a Soviet army barrack. It was 
later converted to apartmen ts. Though h is building's 
fai;ade was completely renovated due to years of weather 
damage, and much of the interior changed, the structure 
maintains its hefty 200-year-old construction and 
vaulted ceilings. En tering, he opens one door and then 

another, separated by three and a half feet of solid wall. 
The apartment is comprised of a large parlor floor 

with a bedroom mezzan ine that Mikulionis requested in 
the contract before signing to purchase. Scrawls and 
scribbles from Russian soldiers used to be on the vaulted 
ceiling, but were painted over during refurbishment. 
"They were invaders' names, and they looked really ugly," 
Mikulionis explains. 11> 
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"Sometimes we wake up in the summer to soldiers 
singing the national anthem." 

172 Dwell June 2007 

The kitchen (above) fits neatly 
on one wall. The architect reads 

at a black Ligne Roset dining 
set, beneath a Col pendant 
lamp by Francisco Lujan. The 
tublar steel meuanine rails 
were designed by Mikulioms, 
who enjoyed being exempt from 
the safety concerns that a cli· 
ent would force on him. 0 p. 254 



Outside the flat's one huge window is a monastery 
with a domed church, circa 1700, and a newer building 
that houses a Lithuanian army academy and barracks. 
"Sometimes we wake up in the summer to soldiers 
singing the national anthem," he says, washing down 
a nutty chunk of dark chocolate with some burgundy. 

Below the mezzanine, the living space is neatly divided 
between a lounging area with wide, flat sofas; a wall­
mounted kitchen; a dining area; and a spacious enclosed 
bathroom fitted beneath the mezzanine. Curtains with 
a bold leafy pattern in both avocado and eggplant hues 
frame the oversized window and the bedroom storage 
area. Their pattern unites the space, while their lumines­

cent fibers reflect quietly from opposite sides of the room 
as the sun goes down. 

With the exception of a few antiques and a black Ligne 
Roset dining set, all of the flat's furniture was designed 
by Mikulionis and fabricated by local manufacturers. 
"That's the advantage of working in interiors and 
knowing the right people," says the architect. He seems 
particularly pleased with his white steel staircase, low 
sofas, and heavy steel table perforated with a CNC-cut 
geometric pattern that holds a wood-burning stove. 

"Building your own place," he says, "you can do the 
things clients wouldn't let you do." He is looking at 
the staircase to the mezzanine, which he assembled by 
bending thick sheets of metal and applying thin boards 
of stained oak to warm the steps. It rises about seven 
feet with no banisters- a height that borders on ... 

Clockwise from top: Moby sits 
on his favorite step, which 
almost eludes the &rtP of his 
paws. The wood stove roars 
atop a table designed by the 
architect. The bed, on the 
mezzanine, has a B.LuK "Nile" 
light at its side. The drapes, 
from Designers Guild, hide 
the wall closet. 0 p.254 
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A couple items of antique 
furniture (above), from 
Mikulioms's family, add to the 
flat's feeling of history. A paint­
ing by Augusti nas Liatukas, 
subject unknown, hangs at 
the entrance to the mezzanine 
bedroom above a custom light· 
box featuring the ubiquitous 
CNC-cut geometric pattern. 
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The platform bed (right) was 
designed by the architect. 
The pattern on the ceiling was 
drawn by Rasa Baradinskiene, 
a local designer, in colored 
pencil over the off-white paint. 
Mlkulionls and Marcinkeviciute 
don't worry about slipping 
through the rails to the living 
room level below. 
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Mikulionis Residence 
Floor Plan 

A Entrance 
B Bathroom 
c Kitchen 
D Dining 
E Living 
F Bedroom 
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uncomfortable, and the steps are so smooth that at one 
point Moby, the cat, slips while grooming himself. 

Eastern-themed decorations are here and there- at 
one point I knock over a hookah that's sitting by the 
stereo, which Mikulionis says is more for show than 
for shisha. A beautiful white panel covered with Arabic 
writing is spotlit on the wall. "It has all the words for 
'God' written," says Marcinkeviciute, adding that they're 
not religious. "There used to be pictures of Stalin here in 
every shop and house. In Egypt, it's that plaque instead." 
A colorful assortment of pillowcases from various places, 
including Jordan and Egypt, adorn the sofas. 

Mikulionis has been in Uzbekistan several times, and 
this comes as a geographic reminder (Iran is even closer). 
Being in Vilnius is an exotic .European experience: so far 
east, packed with 16th-century buildings that could be in 
Naples, compounded with imposing architectures of the 
former Eastern Bloc. 

Mikulionis likens Vilnius to Spain, another country 
he has frequented-one that combines Western and 
Arabic architectures with those of the somewhat recent 
fascist Franco regime. But this is the opposite side of 
the Union. 

For an outsider, the Vilnius experience, its layers of 
history and rich contrasts, are a thrilling spectacle. "It's 
impossible to explain our historical experience to some­
one who hasn't lived it," Milrnlionis says over a glass 
of local yeasty-flavored Vodka. His tone is wholehearted 
and devoid of arrogance. He is right. • 

In the bathroom (above), which 
is tucked under the me.zz.a­
nine, the toilet-bidet set from 
Pozzi Ginori boasts rounded 
rectangles with pleasingly deep 
but minimal basins. The wall 
sconces are from the Spanish 
lighting company Vibia, and 
fit neatly between brick-like 
rectangular tiles. 6 p.254 
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Mikuilonis and Marconkevicoute 
talk between the loving and 
dining areas the lamps bea­
coning theor distinct spaces. 
The seating area was once 
separated from the k tchen by 
a wall that crossed the entire 
span of the former army bar· 
rack to create a long corridor 
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With a little faith and a lot of foresight, Keisha Martin entrusted 
Laura Briggs and Jonathan Knowles to revitalize a derelict row house, 
returning it to its original splendor and then some. Martin's new home 

- is both an homage to the past and a design for the future. 
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Project: Martin Residence 
Architect: Briggs Knowles Architecture+ Design 
Location: New York, New York 
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"This is going to sound totally sacrilegious," says 
Keisha Martin, "but when I started looking at homes in 

Harlem, I didn't love the architecture." Martin, a 33-year­
old Wall Street marketing executive, felt oppressed by, 
as she puts it, "the Victorian style- the ornate details and 
dark wood ... especially being young." A global traveler 
accustomed to good hotels with pampering amenities, 
and a devotee of modem materials and clean lines, 
Martin "wanted a place that worked for the way I live, 
not the house my grandmother grew up in." 

Yet it was to grandmother's house- which had once 
been a few blocks away-that she was emotionally 
drawn. "I kind of liked the idea of being in Harlem," says 

Martin, who grew up in upstate New York. "Lots of 
family members had lived here over the years, so it didn't 
seem foreign to me." And when her wish list, which 
included "natural light, outdoor space, a walk-in closet. 
and working fireplaces," proved- big shock- hard to 
come by in an affordable Manhattan condo, Martin took 
a second look at the old neighborh ood, notably a line 
of derelict, early-20th-century Italianate brownstones 
on West 118th Street. "Five years ago, the whole row 
was a wreck," Martin says. "But I'd seen, over time, each 
of these homes being renovated, and I'd been looking 

long enough that I was prepared to start from scratch." 
When one of the 3,200-square-foot , four-floor struc­
tures- which was, effectively, nothing but two fa~ades 
sandwiching rubble-became available, she took 
the plunge. 

Through her contractor, Martin found architects Laura 
Briggs and Jonathan Knowles six blocks away, where 
they were redesigning another townhouse that was in 
even worse shape than her own. It proved a fortuitous 
match: Both client and design team were interested in ... 

I Story by Marc Krista l I Photos by Adam Friedberg 

From t he front , Martin's 
brownstone looks l ike a better­
kept version of Its neighbor­
ing row houses (left; third 
house from the left), but the 

unmistakably modern interior 
can be glimpsed from the 
back (above); an outside deck 
overlooks a small yard. 

I Dwellings 

Keisha Martin and her cousin, 
Mickeda, c hat underneath t he 
house's crowning glory, the 
oculus (opposite), which allows 

light to spill onto each floor of 
the house. 
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rethinking the relationship between the contemporary 
and historic. Martin wanted to reinvigorate the staid 
bourgeois townhouse of yesteryear by tweaking the 
program: Keeping the kitchen in the basement (where 
the servants once lived) and expanding it to include 
dining and hang-out zones; converting the classic parlor· 
floor dining area into a TV room; and using traditional 
materials such as penny tiles, typically found in old ves­
tibules, in unexpected ways. 

The architects' inquiry was more methodological. 
"We're interested in using intellectual frameworks that 
are offered throughout history," Briggs explains. "It's nice 
to dive back and forth between present and past." As an 
example, she cites the visually light, angular stair-made 
from steel rather than the usual mahogany or oak-and 
the challenge of turning the banister so that the balusters 
didn't appear off-kilter: To do so. the pair reached back to 
r8th-century France, for a system known as descriptive 
geometry, which facilitates the imagining and drawing 
of objects as they will appear in three dimensions. Thus, 
while Martin was interested in mixing old and new 
applications and styles, the architects were excited by the 
prospect of combining historic techniques with present­
day innovations. 

The resulting redesign suggests a young. forward­
thinking individual in whom one can perceive not only 
the bone structure, but also the values of previous gener­
ations. The original, somewhat formal layout has been 
preserved nearly intact, with larger front and rear rooms 
linked by interstitial space, a plan enhanced by Martin's 
passion for symmetry. "I'm very particular about that," 
she says. "All of the bedrooms are the same size, and the 
18-foot kitchen island downstairs is the same length as 
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the [third· and fourth-floor] hallways." Yet in terms of its 
design strategies, the house is utterly 21st century, most 
evidently in the architects' exploitation of daylight via 
a delicate rooftop oculus. "The concept comes from a 
traditional brownstone skylight, but we wanted to make 
more of it," Briggs explains. So she and Knowles created 
a series oflarge-scale light models, using them to develop 
an orientation that would receive the sun throughout 
the day. No less important is the shape-which Martin 
likens to a flower- with its angled fins that capture and 
reflect light, animating what might otherwise be a 
passive strategy. 

Briggs and Knowles also placed translucent glass 
channels into the upstai rs hallway floors, expanding the 
downward flow of sunshine beyond the stairwell, and set 
a long clerestory into the otherwise windowless master 
bath; at Martin's suggestion, they replaced the rear brick 
fa~ades of the parlor and garden floors with glass doors 
that permit unobstructed southern light and proper 
shading in the summer. And, in a sense. the sun never 
sets: The architects inserted fluorescent tubes into 
the oculus and hallway glass. replicating the daylight 
effect after hours, and used additional fixtures, tucked 
into channels, floors, and coves, to sculpt and enliven 
the interior volumes. 

The sun's transit also influenced the colors and mate­
rials selected by Martin and her team. ln the architects' 
imaginations, the stair and adjacent spaces formed "a 
trunk of light," says Briggs. one that, as in a forest, "gets 
darker as it moves downstairs- the kitchen, which is 
grounded in the garden, is really the darkest," while the 
spaces off the "trunk," notably the bedrooms, became 
the outer branches. Thus the interior is whitest at the "' 

Briggs and Knowles based their 
design of the oculus on tradi· 
tional Victorian skylights but 
tweaked it to fit a more modern 
sensibility and outfitted it with 
fluorescent tubing to recreate 
the effect in the evening. 



The kitchen has ample cooking 
space and room for a crowd. 

The Ann Sacks t ile backsplash 
softens the line of the stainless 
steel, while the black absolute 
granite countertop adds a 
muted counterpoint. Kohler 
and Grohe fixtures ensure that 
dishes can be tackled double· 
team style. 6 p.254 

"What has surprised me the most is the openness of the place­
i t's very welcoming and warm. I didn't think we were going to 
achieve that, given that everything is modern." 
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Fourth Floor 

Third Floor 

Second Floor 

First Floor 

M artin Residence 
floor Plans 

A Bedroom 
B Office 
c Bathroom 
D Bedroom 
E Dressing Room 
F Master Bathroom 
G Master Bedroom 
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K Kitchen 
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M Bathroom 
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top, beneath the oculus, and clad almost completely in 
bamboo way down in the kitchen; similarly, the top-floor 
guest bedrooms feature the strongest colors- salmon 
and gray-while Martin's bedroom a floor below is 
sponge-painted a muted, almost leathery lavender. The 
exclusive use of bamboo throughout enhances the 
serene, natural environment, one in which the granite 
kitchen countertops, limestone fireplaces, and sand­
stone bath counters- each matte finished- function 
as textural accents. 

But the house is anything but Crunchy Granola. 
A tour of the master bed and bathroom reveal the influ­
ence of many a luxury hotel Along with the usual 
double sink, Martin specified separate shower and toilet 
cabinets, a tub fitted out with chroma therapy lights, 
and a breakfast bar with mini-fridge and sink (with the 
kitchen two floors below, it's a long slog to the coffee 
pot). And she has one-upped the walk-in closet by giving 
her wardrobe a space that's precisely the same size as 
the house's bedrooms. 

"What has surprised me the most is the openness of 
the place-it's very welcoming and warm," Martin 
observes. "I didn't think we were going to achieve that, 
given that everything is modern." This remains the 
design's most impressive achievement: a resonant inter­
play between the interior's m odem elegance and the old­
world cordiality of the original- one that's fostered a 
highly personal blend of past, present, and future. "When 
my family moved out of the neighborhood, they kind 
of got scattered about," Martin says. "But now on holidays, 
we all gather here, and everyone reminisces about their 
childhood in Harlem. I don't feel like I have a traditional 
house," she adds. "But my house will enable me to carry 
on my family tradition." • 
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Martin's master bathroom 
(opposite), outfitted with a tub 
tricked out with jets and 
chromatherapy lights, allows 
her to soak in the luxury of her 

own home. Her closet (which 
some would consider to be 
a perfectly habitable room­
or apartment!) offers room for 
a growing wardrobe (right). 
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Briggs and Knowles's elegant 
staircase (above) draws upon 
the language of the oculus; 
the stairs are underlit with fluo­
rescent lighting, which accents 
the line of the steps, giving 
them an ethereal, almost 
weightless quality. 
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"You have to see this town to understand this build­
ing," Martha Murphy explains, sitting on the oversized 

front porch of the 39571 Project, the new SHoP archi­
tects- designed community building that bears the zip 
code of Pass Christian (despite its technically being in 
De Lisle), Mississippi. The design is intended to serve the 
entire "four corners" community. "We didn't have any­
thing after Katrina-everything was just washed away," 
Murphy says. "We wanted this building to be a gather­

ing place, a place that would bring everyone together. A 
place where we could see each other, say hello, and just 
simply check in with each other." 

Even in late July of 2006-nearly a year after Hurricane 

Katrina hit-the wanton damage to Pass Christian and 
the surrounding area, commonly referred to as "four 
comers," is shocking. What was once a small, thriving 
Mississippi coastal community now resembles some­
thing closer to a tree fort that's been pummeled by the 

neighborhood bully: Broken branches lie scattered across 
the landscape and bits of once-majestic mansions sit 
rotting along the Gulf Coast. With nearly every architec­
tural trace of humanity wiped clean or rendered useless, 
all that residents of this town and its surrounding area 
were left with was each other-one big extended family 

that has rallied together to bring "the Pass"- as the town 
is often called- back from the brink. Murphy, who was 

born and raised in Arkansas but spent a lot of time in 
the Pass growing up, is the driving force behind the 
recently opened SHoP Architects-designed community 
building, and she exudes a sort of filial love for the town 
and its populace. 

As one of the first pieces of new construction in the 
area since Katrina, SHoP's r 1,500-square-foot low-lying 
wood, concrete, and steel complex may be the harbinger 
of a new architectural vernacular poised to command the 
region-now that insurance monies have finally begun 
to trickle in. But it can do more than act as an architec­

tural centerpiece; it can serve as a role model for how 
a structure might strengthen its host community. 

As construction forges on, Murphy expounds on that 
idea in the muggy Mississippi air: "We realize that build­
ings don't necessarily define us. They are not what make 

up our community," she says, looking out on the large, 
wild "front yard" that makes the building feel more like 
a prairie-style home than the sterile, civic arc hi lecture 
one expects of community centers. "What buildings do 
is help to contain our emotions, bring them in, and bring 
them together. After what happened here, there was so .. 

Bill Sharples, Federico Negro, 
Martha Murphy, and Reese 
Campbell take in the fruits 
of their labor on the front 
porch of the new community 
building (opposite). The large 
front porch and sprawling lawn 
(below) were critical compo­
nents to the design. On rainy 
days, visitors can take in the 
passing showers from the com· 
forts of a sheltering overhang. 
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Once SHoP architects got 
on board, they were able lo 
draw interest from the Design 

Workshop at Parsons The New 
School for Design. Fourteen 
students worked around the 

clock for close to seven months 
to complete the 2,000·square· 
foot laundromat (below). 
The open southern entrance 
of the community building 

(right) readily welcomes v1s1· 
tors in. The two structures 
complement each other with 
their generous use of cedar. 

much chaos, so much filth. We needed a building that 
would give us some order-some clean liness." 

Scaling the roof directly above Murphy in the soon to 

be pouring rain is wiry 29-year-old Reese Campbell from 
SHoP. Dressed in a T-shirt and jeans, Campbell has flown 
in for a few days with Bill Sharples, one of the firm's 
founding partners, to monitor the construction progress. 
The team initially aimed for an August 29, 2006 opening, 
precisely one year after Katrina hit. As Sharples calmly 
walks visitors through the structure, explaining the 
project's objectives, Campbell is frantically investigating 
the seams and sutures. Swinging down from the roof, he 

plops down next to Murphy and interjects: "Architecture 
is al l about breaking a building down to its simplest 
components. Once you can do that, you can do the most 
complicated piece of architecture." 

As it turns out, this is an apt description of the com­
plex. J'rom a d istance the structure suggests the sim plic· 
ity of a garden shed, but in close proximity it astounds 
in variety and details. Sharples, strolling down the long 
porch corridor with various contractors, adds, "This type 
of thinking really sums up our whole philosophy"-
a philosophy that has manifested itself in the firm's 
involvement with the project from start to finish. For .,. 
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The community build1nc Crichtl 
now houses a restaurant, a 
bookshop, a computer center, 
a gift shop, and an art gallery. 
The Laundromat (below) offers 
community members a clean 
place to wash their clothcs­
somethmg Murphy explains 
was "one of the most sorely 
missed [amenities) 1mmed1· 
ately after the hurricane." 

the community building, this meant arriving in the 

battered Gulf Region just days after the hurricane hit. 
Murphy- who Sharples and partner, Gregg Pasquarelli, 
know through their affiliation with Tulane University 
in New Orleans- rnntacted SHoP immediately. 

·r came back two days after the storm,• says .Murphy, 
who lost her house in nearby Henderson Point as well. 
"Some friends and I were thinking about what we could 
do to help and someone reminded me of 55 acres I had 
purchased at the 'four comers' some ten years ago but 
had never done anything with. So that's what we decided 
to do- put up some temporary structures that could 
house folks and act as a meeting place." 

The team arrived on September 10th to survey the 
si te and meet with Murphy. Along wi th engineer Craig 
Sch willer of Buro Happold (a consulting engineering 

fi rm with which Sl-loP frequen tly collaborates) Sharples 
and Pasquarelli sketched out some genera l plans for 

the temporary structures and returned to New York 
on September 12. Back in Manhattan the team pulled 
Campbell and Federico Negro off of other projects and 
sen t the two young designers down to Mississippi lo 
make the project happen. 

"Martha and I lived on the site in side-by-side trailers • 
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Cafe Annie had its decades-old 
location washed away during 
the hurricane. It now resides 
at the new community build­
ing, and on warm nights the 
place gets packed as commu­
nity residents try to ease back 
into t heir normal routines. 
On this particular evening, 
the renowned Troy " Trombone 
Shorty" Andrews stopped by 
to play a few numbers. 

on and off for six months," Campbell says, though 
"trailer" is a generous term for the windowless steel and 
aluminum boxes they inhabited. The first order of busi­
ness was clearing the ravaged land- a task they were 
able to do only with the help of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and their heavy-lifting equipment. But 
as the weeks passed and the land cleared, Murphy and 
Campbell's ideas for the project began to quickly morph. 

"I h ad been working on some different ideas in my 
trailer," says Campbell. "Our trailers were right out there 
on what is now the front lawn and about two months 
into the project, Martha came over and said: 'Reese, 
we need to give something more, we need to give the 
people something permanent, something clean.'" And 
with that, Campbell says, "we decided that by doing 
'more'- you can always do more-that we could make 
something really special for this community." 

Campbell and his team embarked on an intense 
redesign; however, as Sharples is quick to point out, 
"The front porch was always essential to the design.'' 
Building off the 5,000-square-foot front porch, the team 
mirrored two "simple boxes" al a slight, easterly angle. 
The roof covering the front porch was paramount to the 
design: SHoP devised a system of billowing rafters-

constructed from simple pressure-treated Southern yel­
low pine two-by-tens and custom plates manufactured 
by Malaya Laser in Long Island, New York- that allow 
for simple assembly and removal. The spectacular 
undulating roof does more th an provide shelter from 
the late-afternoon Mississippi rain: It gives a visual cue 
to the people of the four corners area that their home 
is still valued. 

People outside the area have taken notice of this 
investment. A team of r4 students from Parsons The 
New School for Design pitched in over the summer, 
helping to design and construct two structures directly 
behind the building-one which serves as a place for 
residents to come for advice on how to collect funds 
from the federal and local governments, the other, simply 
a place to do laundry. 

While the building overshot its year-anniversary open­
ing, instead opening in stages and reaching full operation 
this past October, it now houses Cafe Annie (Murphy's 
favorite Mississippi haunt, wh ich had been washed away 
during the storm), Pass Christian Books, a gift shop, a 
computer center, and an art gallery. It was also completed 
in time to remind the world that when you have a sup­
portive community, all is not lost. • 



Kitchens Expo 
1949 Tigertail Blvd. 
Dania Beach FL 33004 
954.963.1243 

Cubica Design Center 
1527 Main Street 
Sarasota FL 34236 
786.271.9291 

Designer Kitchens 
10917 W. Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles CA 90064 
310.474.5120 

Dealership enquiries: infousa@astra.it - Phone: (310) 474.5120 

Designer Kitchens 
23010 Ventura Blvd. 
Woodland Hills CA 91364 
818.222.7405 

le~ 

ASTRA . -- .... -
www.astra.it 







I Architecture 

Sunset Cabin 
Lake Simcoe, Ontario 
A foundation of two steel beams 
atop four concrete caissons 
allows grass to grow freely 
beneath and all around (above), 
encouraging t he illusion that 
the whole place is gently levitat­
ing. Getting up early while on 
vacation is wholly undersatnd· 
able considering the view from 
the bed (right). 
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As the Griswold family taught us in National Lampoon's 
Christmas Vacation, sometimes you need a vacation from 
the vacation itself. The owners of the Sunset Cabin in 
Lake Simcoe, Ontario, could relate. "They were having 
up to 15 overnight visitors at a time," explains architect 
Michael Taylor of Taylor Smyth Architects in Toronto. 
"They wanted an escape, a little place near the water 
where they could watch the sunset from their bed." 

They also wanted to have minimal impact on the nat­
ural environment in the process. "We built it like a piece 
of furniture," says Taylor. Working with a local Toronto 
wood mill, he and his team prefabricated the one-room 
wooden sleeping box and then dismantled it. They then 
shipped all the parts and put it back together onsite 
in under ten days. 

The result is a 27 s·square-foot wood-and-glass box 
that hovers lightly above the lakeshore. The walls with 
views are composed entirely of glass, augmented with 
an exterior horizontal cedar screen that both braces the 
structure from twisting and filters bright summer light. 
At night, the effect is reversed-electric interior light 
illuminates the cabin like a lantern. Window cutouts 
in the cedar screen fulfill the couple's single request: 
a bedside view of nightly sunsets. 

By virtue of the limited space, the interior is minimal­
ist-all of the surfaces are constructed of birch veneer 
plywood including the built -in cabinets. The east fa~ade 
opens to a cedar-screened outdoor shower and chemi­
cal compost toilet; the west side opens to a small deck, 
which, at grade and unimpeded by handrails, spills out 
to the horizon in an infinity-pool-like effect. 

"Another benefit of being close to the lake," explains 
Taylor, "is that you can now see the property- the wil­
derness- in a whole new way. New sounds, new views, 
foxes on the lake in wintertime- the kinds of things that 
they never knew existed before." "" 
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The Tube 
Granite, Colorado 
Jutti ng out toward the upper 
Arkansas River, this prominent 
promontory of a vacation house 

is all momentum, pushing 

toward the scenic river below. 
With sufficient, but not exactly 

luxurious, l iving space, the 
whole place seems to guide 

its inhabitant forward toward 
t he stunning vista. 
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Projecting from a rocky bluff in rural Colorado, the 
Tube stares out over the landscape like the open shutter 
of a camera, its huge aperture cataloging the environ­
ment below. "That was kind of the goal," explains Ron 
Mason, the Tube's designer and principal of Anderson 
Mason Dale Architects, "to make it feel like you were 
inside a lens, looking out." 

For Mason, "tube" refers not to the structure's shape, 
but rather to its orientation in the landscape. It faces 
the upper Arkansas River, which, from the living room, 
appears as though it is rushing right at you. 

The entire house is a scant 16 feet wide and 50 feet 
long-the front half dedicated to the open kitchen 
and living room, which both face a massive wall-sized 
window. The back half offers a simple bed and bath. 
Throughout the interior, exposed southern yellow pine 
walls and ceilings serve as a low-impact frame for 
window views. In warm seasons, the top half of the 
15-by-9 foot living room window slides open to create 
an en-plein-air counter on which to eat, drink, or just 
stare and breathe in the mountains. 

To integrate the Tube into its natural surroundings, 
Mason clad the exterior in corrugated cold rolled steel 
sprayed with salt water to hasten the rusting process. 
As the structure ages, it patinates, appearing deeply 
weathered and resembling the sun-and-ice rock forma­
tions of the craggy landscape. 

"It's very rural out there, the only access is off an 
old stagecoach road," says Mason. "And when I'm there, 
I never see a soul." ~ 
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Villa/Gallery 
Karuizawa, Japan 
Eschewing the standard 
trappings of the rural cabin, 
Japanese architect Makoto 
Yamaguchi has opted instead 
for a bit of futuristic geometry 
where you're more likely to see 
a Barbarella-esque ray gun 
than a vintage Winchester over 
the mantel. The kitchen (above) 
gives new meaning to minimal 
but offers ample counter space. 
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For most of us, a cabin's interior conjures images 
of bark-laden walls, burl tables, and taxidermied 
deer heads-indoor reminders of the great outdoors. 
Architect Makoto Yamaguchi also brings the outside 
inside in his Karuizawa, japan, cabin, but with a wholly 
modern approach. 

Along a rock-and-tree-lined bluff in the rural 
mountains about one and a half hours outside Tokyo, 
Yamaguchi's Villa/Gallery is angular and distinctly 
inorganic, a space-pod-style cabin that clearly distin­
guishes itself from the natural environment-popping 
from the earth like an exclamation point. Painted 
bright white, the walls and roof are fiber-reinforced 
plastic. Once inside, however, the Villa/Gallery reveals 
a different quality. 

With the interior almost completely bare, a razor­
sharp horizon line is visible from each room, leaving 
the views from the wall-size windows completely un­
obstructed. Both the kitchen and bath are sunken below 
floor level, and outfitted with glass, mirrored, or polished 
stainless steel finishes. The lack of accoutrements creates 
a perception of space in the little (737-square-foot) struc­
ture. The effect is focused and crystalline, allowing the 
wilderness to flood through the cabin uninterrupted­
like a cyclorama of enormous plasma screen TVs all 
tuned in to the same stunning nature show. • 
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I Story by Pagan Kennedy I 111ustrations by Garrett Morin 

Int te winter of 2003, I watched out my window 
as a f e\ ruck idled below, belching black smoke. A hose, 
snakii;_g.~gh the frozen grass, stretched from the back 

.--_--_--=_;_"r't::1!"':e...tl:J.kkt~ the side of our house. I'd just been marching 
· as mgton, D.C., under a banner that read "No War 

ii." And now here I was, guzzling petroleum at home 
in Somerville, Massachusetts. At that moment, I vowed to 
find some way to kick my addiction- and not only because 
of the war. The black goo in my basement was a nonre­
newable, climate-killing nightmare. 

For years, I'd been reading about homes that used next to 
no power. The owners usually built their showplaces from 
the ground up out of materials with names that sounded 
like comic-book heroes: lcynene, polystyrene, Hardie Plank. 
I fantasized about living in one of those clean boxes of 
light, sipping energy by the th imbleful. 

But like it or not, my home is a Victorian fixer-upper 

that I bought many years ago; it came ou tfitted with a gas 
stove from the 1930s, a warren of dark parlors, and a pink 
bathroom. When I tell people how little I paid for it, they 

gasp. I am truly grateful to this house for being so ugly 
that it scared away all other buyers. But how are you 
supposed to inject, say, a high-tech insulation material 
into walls already full of horsehair, squirrel bones, and 
ancient newspapers? And what if your budget for renova­
tion is as outdated as the house itself? 

That afternoon four years ago, as the oil truck growled 
away, I decided to approach the problem differently. Rather 
than take the high-tech route to energy independence, 
I would take the cow path: I would think like a Victorian. 
After all, in the 19th century, before petroleum was king, 
people often depended on renewable resources-like 
whale blubber and dead trees- to power their homes. 
In today's lingo, they were using biomass fuels . ... 

C..opyr g ted IT'a e al 
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Inde .. 1' not for the advent of supercheap fossil 
fuels in ~,;..e ly 20th century, we might still be rely­

atlli:Qn rrns and forests for renewable energy. 
1esel debuted his engine at the Paris 

's Fair in 1900, it chugged on peanut oil. He had 
designed it to eat just about any kind of oil, from kitchen 

grease to sunflower seed, believing that DIY fuel would 
usher in an agrarian revolution. The "common folk" 
would be able to brew up their own moonshine in their 
bathtubs and pour it into their tractors and cars. Then 
petroleum gushed in Texas, and the rest is history. 

About a decade ago, environmentalists began to revive 
Diesel's dream. They discovered that vehicles with diesel 
engines- from a VW Rabbit to a school bus-could still 
run on vegetable oils. However, the food oil needed to be 
chemically modified into a blend called biodiesel; other­
wise it would clog up the engine. In the beginning, some 
brave souls brewed up biodiesel in home labs. Now, it's 
available at hundreds of gas stations across the United 
States, as well as through bulk-fuel dealers. It behaves 
very much like regular diesel, which is to say you pump 
it into your car and then you forget about it. 

If biodiesel could power a bus, why not the oil burner 
in my house? I added my name to a list at the Massachusetts 
Energy Consumers Alliance, a nonprofit promoting 
alt-fuels; as soon as thirty people signed up, a local fuel 
company would dedicate one of its trucks to us, selling 
biodiesel for about the same price as conventional fuel 
oil. In 2004, that truck pulled up in front of our house, 
silver and gleaming. My boyfriend, Kevin, and I per­
formed a victory foxtrot in the kitchen while our oil 
burner juiced up. 

As it turned out, the dancing was a little premature: 
the fuel we were buying was actually only 10 percent 
biodiesel, mixed in with conventional diesel. Biodiesel 
is still a fringe solution for home heating. But if it gains 
in popularity, we should all be able to look forward to 
a greater range of mixes. 

Meanwhile, how green is veggie fuel, really? One 
thing is sure: It improves the air quality in your neigh­
borhood, since it burns like popcorn oil rather than truck 
fuel. But when you're assessing biodiesel's impact on 
the wider world, the answer depends on the raw materi­
als used to make it. Mass Energy intends to collect as 
much recycled cooking oil as possible when it becomes 
available, with the balance made from virgin soybean 
oil. Blends like this one, while far from eco-neutral, are 
cleaner than most other available energy options. But 
as Big Agro companies jump into the market, we're likely 
to see biodiesel manufactured in ways that devastate 
the developing world. Already, the European demand 
for alt-fuels has created havoc in countries that produce 
palm-kernel oil, such as Indonesia and Malaysia . ... 
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g /P'~ifmers have been draining peat bogs and burn­

(/;~ raifl\},\~es to make room for rows and rows of palm 
// trees-so~ha people in Germany can buy attractively 

priced "gre~n· uel. 
So, while ' s important for American customers to 

demand a biodiesel option, the fuel has to be made the 
right way. And when it's made the wrong way, we need 
to raise hell. 

Once I got a taste of biofuels, I wanted more. That 
was how I came up with my scheme to power our house 
on trash. It was in the middle of summer, and I had just 
sawed up apple-tree branches, stuffed them into leaf 
bags, and dragged them out to the curb. We live in the 
middle of the city; nonetheless, our yard generates an 
enormous amount of timber. When I looked up and 
down the street, I could see yard bags lined up every­
where. That was my "aha" moment: Why not turn our 
neighborhood into a tree farm? 

In a fit of enthusiasm. I persuaded Kevin that we 
needed a wood stove. I explained that we could grow 
and harvest trees on our own postage-stamp ofland, 
and we could trash-pick logs from the neighbors. He 
tried to mount counterarguments, but I was not to be 
talked out of my idea. 

Much drama ensued. A craftsman named Vaclav spent 
days on his hands and knees in our dining room, using 
old-world techniques to wrap a slate shield into a corner. 
Zoning laws had to be consulted; a building inspector 
needed to be charmed. The stove itself- black, warty­
looking, and insanely heavy- had to be fetched from a 
faraway store. It was one of the cleanest-burning models 
I could find and even contained a catalytic unit that 
would reburn smoke. 

By mid-winter, the stove squatted in its corner, eating 
like a hog. We fed it wood we'd collected from our yard 
and those of our neighbors; it scarfed the supply in about 
two days' time. And then we had to buy it a huge stack of 
firewood, delivered on a truck that vomited diesel fumes. 

Things weren't exactly going as planned. The project 
ended up being far more expensive than I can admit, 
even to myself, and des,pite my hopes our neighborhood 
made a lousy tree farm. 

I became obsessed with perfecting my wood-scaveng­
ing techniques. Had I been a farmer in the 185os, I would 
have tramped into the forest. This being the 2 rst century, 
I went to the Craigslist "free" section and typed "firewood.· 
Bingo. I found a woman in a nearby suburb with the 
remains of an entire oak in her yard; the tree had been 
chainsawed into logs, the largest of which probably 
weighed 800 pounds. Kevin and I took two carloads of 
the smallest stuff and barely dented her supply- if we'd 
owned a truck we could have amassed enough firewood 
to last for years.• 
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almost all of las.t summer handsawing that 
ng with branches from our yard, into stove­

unks. We developed really nice-looking biceps 
a s oulder muscles. It was the sawing- not the 
amount of wood- that ended up limiting our supply. 
Why didn't we buy an ax an d chop the wood? Because 

we have more in common with Paul Krugman than 
Paul Bunyan, and we'd be likely to get into a political 
debate while we chopped and end up losing fingers or 
toes. Still, we managed to produce enough wood chunks 
to get us through the winter. 

How green is our wood heat, really? While our new­
fangled stove bum s about 90 percent cleaner than would 
its forebears in the Victorian era, the smudge of gray 
it relelases into the sky still carries a significant dose of 
lung-killing particles. But the stove wins in other ways. 
It eats waste that comes from our own region. It's a 
carbon-neutral energy source, since the C02 produced 
in wood smoke is absorbed by trees, and so on, in a 
sustainable cycle. Petroleum fuel, by contrast, has to be 
extracted and hauled thousands of miles, and it pumps 
into the atmosphere carbon that would otherwise stay 
locked underground. The upshot is this: Wood stoves are 
far from perfect, but if your aim is to use only domestic 
fuel, they do the job. 

And they're just so darn cozy. For the first time ever, 
we were warm in winter. I used to have to cook dinner 
wearing one of those giant Politburo fur hats with the 
earflaps. The first floor was a meat locker. We would 
burrow in offices at separate ends of the house. The 
stove, cast ing that cherry and orange light you see in 
Rembrandt paintings, brought us together in the dining 
room. We came to know our firewood by how it would 
bum; the split pieces flamed fast and sloppy, while the 
logs baked slowly. We would part a little reluctantly with 
each hand-gathered, hand-sawed piece. And, when the 
stove really got going, we would close the pocket doors 
that divide the living areas, shutting ourselves into the 
small room to roast like chestnuts. 

Pocket doors! Before the stove, I thought they were 
just another Victorian perversity, like the frou-frou 
baseboards that are impossible to clean. Now, the layout 
makes perfect sense: You can control where the heat 
goes. Those doors are like blankets. 

With the summer unfolding, we fling open the pocket 
doors and encourage the hot air to climb to the attic. 
With its high ceilings and upward spiral of rooms, this 
New England house manages to cool off entirely on its 
own. The living room becomes suffused with a delicious 
gloom that I associate with old, well-designed homes; the 
parlor turns shuttered and quiet, as if it has decided to nap 
through the afternoon. On days like these, the house feels 
if not modem, at least as smart I admit it: So do we. • 
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RAIS Mino II 
RAIS Mino is much more than what meets 
the eye. Developed with our newest and 
most advanced combustion technology that 
ensures optimal and efficient burning of 
firewood. the RAIS Mino is a functional stove. 

RAIS Mino is available in gray and black and 
as a soapstone model. 



I Story by Michelle Hoffman 

A maker of unfussy, elegant design objects, Inga Sempe 
del ights in things both great and small-even if she 
doesn't own any. 

Plain and Sempe 

I Portrait by Jessica Antola I Protiie 

Inga Semp stands aloof 
and alight y both the tall 
and short rs1ons of the 
Lampe Pl for Cappellini 
ln 2001 
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Subtlety in palette and form 
are characteristic qualities 
of Sempe's work. Clockwise 
from the top: Sempe's Grande 
Lampe Plissee for Cappellini, 
Moel armchair for Ligne Rosel, 
and Bougeoirs for Baccarat. 

Inga Sempe likes objects. Not just the objects she's 
designed, which appear in the galleries and sleek 
showrooms of Milan and New York, but things like 
vegetable peelers, hammers, kitchen pots, screwdrivers, 
and baby strollers-items produced by the thousands, 
intended not for cultural enrichment but rather as 
machines for better living. "People are ashamed to say 
they like objects. It's always art they praise. You know, 
'Art, it's the noblest thing, it's superior, I couldn't live 
without it,'" explains Sempe, "but I think you'd live 
a lot less well without a sink than without a painting 
on the wall." 

When she graduated from the ENSCI-Les Ateliers 
industrial design school in Paris in 1993, Sempe thought 
she might design casters and screws. Instead, she has 
channeled her interest in th e banal and utilitarian to 
become one of the dominant emerging talents in furni­
ture design, taking principles of utility and simplicity 
and adding a singular twist: a giant pleated lamp for 
Cappellini evokes a paper accordion folded by an idle 
child's hand; a candlestick series for Baccarat flips the 
crystal maker's signature stemware upside down to use 
as a base; a new sofa line just released by Ligne Roset 
provides rare intimacy, cradling its inhabitants with 
a towering quilted backrest. 

"She designs with force, without making any con­
cessions, and that's what interests me-even if at times 
it can be a bit difficult," says Michel Roset, co-owner of 
Ligne Roset. "She's a woman in the prime of her life, with 
a strong personality, experience, and maturity." 

Now 39, Sempe has come into her own. Though her 
renown still lags behind that of fellow French designers 
Erwan and Ronan Bouroullec and Fran~ois Azambourg­
part of her coterie- the pace of commissions has picked 
up. Current work includes a suspension lamp for 
Luceplan and a sofa for Edra, as well as a range of clever"' 
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Taking the simplicity of a paper 
fan and applying it to both form 
and function, Sempe's Lampe 
Extensible and Suspensions 
Plissees, both for Cappellini, 
(top left and right) are refined 
and p layful. Her Etagere a 
double acces (below left), 
a prototype designed for the 
VIA Carte Blanche grant, serves 
as an airy space divider, book 
or object shelf, and art piece. 
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prototypes that debuted in January at Salon du Meuble. 
Cognac maker Hennessy has commissioned a project, 
still under wraps, while Ligne Roset, buoyed by the 
success of their initial collaboration, is adding another 
piece to its Sempe line. "We' re going to get the word out 
about her and make her well known even to the general 
public," says Roset. Ambivalent about her newfound 
success, Sempe admits to wanting public recognition, 
but adds, "You do this work for yourself-not for 
others-so you'd better be happy with it. And on 
the whole, there's much more self-doubt than overall 
satisfaction." 

Those who write about Sempe regularly remark on 
her reserve and occasional frostiness. Many manufactur­
ers cite her strength of character-which often produces 
an active collaborative exchange-as the source of 
strength in her work. Perhaps what destabil izes critics 
is not her willfulness (her personality, if it was ever 
chilly, has now defrosted), but rather the fact that she's 
a woman: Despite talk of democratization, the field of 
furniture design remains a distinctly masculine one. 
Sempe is conscious of standing alone, though she doesn't 
see herself as a poster child for affirmative action. But 
Alessandro Sarfatti, CEO of Luceplan, sought her out 
to reconcile his company's "masculine" image, believing 
that Sempe can tweak the "same old promise of Luce plan 
to the market- innovation, technology, quality-with 
a feminine touch." 

Sempe doesn't see her work as being gendered in any 
way. If anything, her work is androgynous, singular, and 
conceptual rather than earthy or sensual: a double-sided 
asymmetric shelving system inspired by an ironmonger's 
shop, cylindrical storage containers with a magnifying­
glass lid, a retractable rolling chair whose extendable 
back doubles as a stepladder. It is all by a woman, yes, but 
not feminine. "I had the disadvantage of being the " 
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Sempe's Rangements Brosse 
(above), for Edra, is a swishy 
number that conceals objects 
flippantly and easily with its 
flapper-like skirt, exemplify­
ing the designer's lighter side. 
The Stepladder Chair (right) , 
designed for the VIA Carte 
Blanche grant, expresses her 
love of functionality. 
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daughter of an extremely misogynistic man," she says, 
referring to her father, the illustrator Jean-Jacques Sempe, 
whose work has appeared on dozens of New Yorker 
covers. "It's something that holds you back but pushes 
you forward at the same time." 

Such gentle contradictions hold sway in Sempfs 
character; her inspirations are all push and pull. A child 
of artists "with zero DIY in them" -she grew up with 
her mother, painter and illustrator Mette Ivers-Sempe 
inherited a talent for drawing, but she was totally unin­
terested in art. In the face of her parents' impracticality, 
she became an expert tin.kerer. And though she may 
profess a love of objects, she doesn't particularly want 
to own any. "I don't particular! y like possessing things. 
It bothers me, and I don' t like to be given things. I guess 
I just don't want them. Potential for mess." 

That said, the 19th-century Parisian apartment she 
shares with her eight-year-old son-in which her studio 
takes up a large corner room- could use a few things. 
Despite having designed countless light fixtures and 
furniture pieces, including the Edra sofa she calls a "silky 
cloud," she suffers an "awful" single bulb dangling in 
her bedroom and lacks a comfortable couch. "A kitchen 
that works would be nice, too," she quips. Perhaps it's 
the absence of these home comforts that has inspired 
her to create them for others. 

Since the age of r 5, Sempe has only followed her own 
lead. She fiercely protects th at freedom, and it has made 
her a more resilient designer, even if, as Edra's Massimo 
Marozzi said, it can make collaboration with her "look 
like a fight." He and other executives continue to seek 
out what Luceplan's Sarfatti describes as someone who 
is "roo-percent true." At this rate, it may be quite a while 
before Sempe gets around t-0 giving the banal objects 
she loves most- tools, wooden stoves, and lawnmowers 
now top the list- a redesign. • 
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I Story by Eviana Hartman I Photos by Livia Corona 

Mexico City embodies both the problems and promise 
of globalization. It's a sprawling, smog-choked colossus 
whose altitude alone (nearly 7.400 feet) can leave a 
newcomer dazed on arrival. Charming cobblestone 
streets are smothered by mobs shopping at black-market 
junk stalls. Traffic is reliably nightmarish. Local politics 
often resemble a telenovela farce. The ground is sinking 
at a rate of up to a foot per year. Garish wealth and grim 
poverty coexist uneasily, sometimes violently. 

But Mexico City is also a world-class urban center with 
an incontrovertibly cosmopolitan character, scented 
in recent years by a whiff of hipness. The art scene in 
particular-thanks to the emergence of contemporary 
stars like Gabriel Orozco and Miguel Calderon- is 
crackling. New galleries and private facilities like the 
Colecci6n jumex draw high-rolling collectors and recent 
ar t-school grads. Equally significant, the city has a 
tradition of elegant, progressive architecture that dates 
back to the 14th century. 

In 13 25 the Aztecs founded the capital of Tenochtitlan 
on an island in the now-drained Lake Texcoco. That 
city- connected to the mainland and other islands by 
an elaborate series of bridges and causeways- was so 
grand as to provoke the invading Spaniards, in the words 
of soldier-memoirist Bernal Diaz de! Castillo, to react 
thusly: "These great towns ... and buildings rising from 
the water, all made of stone, seemed like an enchanted 
vision ... Indeed some of our soldiers asked whether it 
was not all a dream ... It was all so wonderful that I do not 
know how to describe this first glimpse of things never 
heard of, seen, or dreamed of before." Nevertheless, it was 
razed by Heman Cortes's army in 1521, and its stones 
were promptly reappropriated to build Spanish-style 
haciendas in the st reets radiating from the new central 
plaza, the Z6calo. 

That original city-on-top-of-a-city, called the Centro 
Hist6rico or just "downtown," is where the young and 
restless now flock, but it's only one of many overlapping 
urban and suburban layers in the 16 districts that 
comprise the D.F. (day-effay, short for Distrito Federal, 
as it's informally known) proper. The sheer physical 
diversity is by turns exhilarating and diso rienting: 
Within an hour, one can glimpse the stately deco and 
Beaux Arts avenues of the chic, cafe-dotted Condesa 
and Roma enclaves, the vast 20th-century masterpieces 
of Luis Barragan and Abraham Zabludovsky, and the 
glass-walled showpieces of contemporary starchitects 
like Enrique Norten in the Beverly Hills- like Polanco 

district. For help navigating the m orass, Dwell enlisted 
a native who understands both the city's past and its 
future: Hilario Galguera, an architect-turned-art dealer 
who opened his eponymous gallery in the San Rafael 
district last year, staging the first Damien Hirst exhibi· 
tion in Latin America. We spent a day tooling around 
in his Suburban. trying to cover as much ground as 
possible in the 585-square-mile metropolis-which 
didn't mean we couldn't find time to stop for completo, 
tequila served straight up and alternated with sips of 
spicy red sangrita . ... 

Juan O'Gorman's 1953 library 
at UNAM (National Autonomous 
University of Mexico) grafts pre­

Hispanic·themed mosaic art onto 
a modernist structure (above). 
The Palacio des Bellas Artes 
(opposite) is home to an extrav­
agant art nouveau lobby and 
murals by Jose Clemente Orozco 
and Diego Rivera. 
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Few of the city's original art 
nouveau buildings are still 
standing, but t hose that remain, 
like this one at Calle Chihuahua 
78 (above), are worth a visit­
as is Sanborns department store, 
where you can feast beneath 
an Orozco mural (right). 
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... ------ This city is dauntingly huge and home to 

some of the grandest bui ldings in Latin 

America. So why is our first stop a depart­

ment store cafeteria? 

The haciendas of the colonial era are impor­

tant for understanding the development of 

Mexican architecture: These are huge spaces 

that are st i ll i ritimate. Luis Barragan used 

these same elements, materials, and quality 

of space. In the decorations you can f ind 

a mixture of Indian and Spanish styles: 

Sanborns, this department store, is located 

in La Casa de 1los Azulejos [House of Tiles). 

which was buil t in 1596. It's covered in 

handmade blue and while tiles and has 

an Orozco mural inside. It's a great place 

to begin a walk t hrough downtown. 

Is the oldest part of the city really the 

coolest new neighborhood? 

They're trying to bring in t he young people 

by converting the bui ldings into what they' re 

cal ling "artists' lofts." 

What else is a must-see in the Centro? 

The cathedral, of course, is one of the best 

examples of the Mexican baroque. Walk 

to Casa de la Primera lmprenta, the first 

printing house in America, and to t he Jose 

Luis Cuevas museum and the Santa Teresa 

la Ant igua, a crumbling church dating 

back to the mid-17th century that is now 

a contemporary art space where they've held 

screenings of Matthew Barney's Cremaster 
Cycle in the chapel. It's a shame that 

the chaos of ii legal commerce in the ~ 



ONE INNOVATIVE MICROWAVE. 
ENDLESS DESIGN POSSIBILITIES. 

or wall oven, in is lands and open plan kitchens, even in a 

wet bar or family room. To learn more about the most 
innovative idea yet for where to place the microwave, call 
1-866-RANGE99 or visit sharpusa COM """I c owavedrawer 

Insight Pro"' Microwave Drawer 
Best New Kilchen Product 2005, 
Kitchen and Bath Industry Show SHARP. 
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The patio cafe at Condesa di 
(above) is framed by the hotel's 
unique sliding balcony shades. 
Modernism, Mexican-style, 
is on view at UNAM's school 
of medicine (right). Francisco 
Eppens designed the elaborate 
mural on the Facultad de 
Medicina building's fa~ade. 
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streets scares people away from visiting the 

area. Many of the bui ldings have original 

Aztec ruins and sculptures in the basements 

or courtyards. 

And the pyramids at Teotihuacan, 25 miles 

outside the city, are still standing. Would 

you recommend a day trip? 

Absolutely. It's one of the most elegant 

examples of urban design I've seen in my life. 

The same can't be said for Mexico City. 

The people in charge know nothing about 

history, about social development, 

about urban design, about administrat ion, 

about the way the city has moved through 

the times, about traditions, about all the 

complexity involved in services, supplies. 

security, just ice-anything. They create 

a university with free access for everybody 

that has the lowest standards of education. 

They build a second level for a freeway that 

was already unnecessary and design it to 

look like the pyramids of Giza. They buy 

thousands of police cars and weapons for 

illiterate policemen. They build housing 

projects in the central areas of the city 

because they want to repopulate those 

areas-areas that during the day host 

millions ot people who work, study, or use 

services. They create festivals with no 

budgets and museums without collections. 

In any case, th is city is so powerful that it 

continues even without leadership in the 
government. They are useless . ... 



JonMichaelRoute.com 

Renfortl..amps.com 

ClaudiaMills.com 

NojoDesign.com 
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JoelUrruty.com GaryMagakis.com 

1 OOpercentblast.org 
I 00% Blast is a consortium of Designer/Craftsmen w ho col­
laborate in promoting their u nique visions for p rivate and 
public spaces. The g roup includes a diverse mix of artists 
whose work ranges from purely sculptural to h ighly func­
tional. Some are veteran makers. ind eed founders of the con­
temporary craft movement. Others are younger artists whose 
work has rapid ly garnered atten tion. Eacl1 I 00% Blast artist 
expresses a mature creative voice and embodies a substantial 
nationally recognized bo dy of w o rk. Al l are skilled at partner­
ing w ith interior designers, archi tects and residential clien ts 
in the effort to create the most successful site specific design 
solution fo r any environment. 

ChrisGryder.com L.avassa. com 

JBSdesigns.net 

JohnReedFox.com 

PatriciaBurling.com 

KremerGlass.com 

BacharachMetals.com 
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Pedro Ramirez Vazquez's 
Museo Nacional de Antropologia 
(National Anthropology 
Muesum), with its mushroom­
like courtyard fountain (right), 
competes for visitors' attention 
with the treasures inside. AR 58 
(below). a Condesa apartment 
building by Dellekamp y 
Asociados, represents the new 
face of the once-earthquake­
ravaged neighborhood. 

Much has been made of the developing art 

scene here. 

There are really just two or three contem­

porary collections and six or seven good 

galleries. But we retain the aura of an art 

scene. Maybe it's because we have been 

making art in th is same spot for 3 ,000 years. 

The Condesa, where you live, has been 

internationally hyped for its galleries, cafes, 

design shops, and nightlife; some see it as 

the epicenter of the new Mexico City, while 

others cormplain that the area has lost its 

longstanding bohemian allure. 

I hate to make t his comparison, but it 's kind 

of like the SoHo of Mexico City. Good places 

to hang out, some new bout iques, many 

interesting people- but still a l it t le bit 

pretentious. All of the young people came 

to this area after the earthquake of 1985, 
when the real estate prices went to the f loor. 

It has beautifu l parks like el Parque Espana 

and el Parque Mexico, lots of new apartment 

buildings that utilize very good design, and 

art deco houses, many of them well-restored. 

The Condesa df, designed by India Mahdavi , 

is a brill iant little hotel; the rooftop bar has 

great sushi. It's a beautiful and strangely 

peaceful neighborhood. I've been here for 

the past 15 years. 

What about La Roma, just to the east? 

La Roma is similar to what the Condesa used 

to be like. It has a great l ittle bookshop, 

owned by the publisher Mario del Val le, 

where you can find exquisite limited-edition 

poetry books that are signed and illustrated 

with original prints. It also has some of the 

most beautiful art nouveau and '30s deco 

buildings in North America-but they are 

in such bad shape that it makes you under­

stand the chaos of the city. If this were 

Belgium or Spain or New York, they would 

be protected as nat ional treasures. 

The city is also a gold mine of 20th-century 

modem architecture. Which landmarks are 

essential viewing? 

Luis Barragan's studio is one of my favorite 

buildings; I like the visual connection of the 

garden with the spaces inside the house, 

the geometric presence of the stairs in the 

l ibrary and the open space in the rooftop, 

with the original colors. The Camino Real 

hotel by Ricardo Legorreta is a great publ ic 

space; open, big, generous. Many people 

think it was designed by Barragan. The 

Museo Nacional de Antropologia [National 

Anthropology Museum] by Pedro Ramirez .. 



What Makes This EGG" So EGG-ceptional? 
We Hatched It From Space-Age Ceramics! 
It 's a Grill, a Smoker and an Oven! 

• Ribs, chicken, burgers, fish, turkey & vegetables -
Eggstraordinary results no matter what you cook. 

• Bakes better than a brick oven - pizza, bread, even dessert 

• Natural lump charcoal gives food terrific taste 

• 750-plus degree heat produces steakhouse searing 

• Maintains low, even temperature for slow smoking 

• Double-wall ceramics make it durable and fuel efficient 

• Five sizes to satisfy everyone's outdoor cooking needs 

For more information visit www.biggreenegg.com 

-Form-Function 
CONTEMPORARY LIGHTING 
We' ll show you the most fun you can have with the light s on! 

WWW.FORMPLUSFUNCTION.COM I 1.800.264.0057 





Endless hot water, 
· on demanCI. 

(Now that's a 
relaxing thought!) 

-
Bosch AquaStar is small enough 
to stash in a closet. Smart 

enough to produce endless hot water on demand. And so 
(€p) BOSCH 

quietly efficient, it saves energy costs up to 50%. 
Invented for life 

Tired o f running out of hot water? Get an ocean of 
Information on our web site right now, or call us toll free 
and we'll rush you a free, informative packet on Bosch 
AquaStar: the worry·free future of hot water. 

800· 7 42·1698 
www.boschhotwater.com Code: DWEL 

It's late. Do you know where your gadgets are? 

0 ----
eNook.® A gas station for your gadgets. 
And a workspace for you. 

eNook is a very multi-talented workspace. 

Flip i t up to store and charge your gadgets, 

flip it down and you have a handy desk. 

Visi t anthro.com/dwell or call Anthro at 

800.325.3841 for more information. 

OV ER 

400: 
LIGHTS . 

ONE 
SWITCH. 

www.scottcoonerlighting.com 
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Maverick architect Agustin 
Hernandez was one of the first 
to introduce pre-Hispanic 
motifs into Mexican modern­
ism. The 82-year-old l ives and 
works in this cantilevered 
concrete tower high above 
Bosques de las Lomas. 
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Vazquez, built in 1964, was the first great 

emblem of the new contemporary architec­

t ure in Mexico. But the rea l reason to go is 

to see the magnificent sculpture of Coatlicue, 

t he Aztec mother of gods and goddess of 

death and l ife, who wears a skirt of serpents. 

The campus of the UNAM (Ciudad 

Universitaria) in Coyoacan is an important 

site because the most significant Mexican 

architects at the time were asked to design 

a specif ic grou.p of bui ldings corresponding 

to each institute or faculty, library, sport, 

or administrative building under an extra­

ordinary master plan with absolute freedom. 

The newest bui ldings, specifica lly the 

ones corresponding to the Centro Cultural 

Universitario, are also extraordinary 

examples of Mexican contemporary archi­

tecture. Every building is significant for 

something special, but the former central 

library, the Rectoria, and the stadium could 

be the most significant because of the 

murals by Juan O'Gorman, David Alfaro 

Siqueiros, and Diego Rivera. 

Any great houses? 

In upscale areas such as Bosque de 

Chapultepec, there are many-built 

by followers of such architects as Neutra 

with a profound sense of design and 

functional ism- but they are all behind 

wal ls. It would be interesting to do a book 

on the secret architecture of Mexico City. 

Ask your driver to take you through Bosques 

de las Lomas to see Casa Hernandez, a 

private home for the former chairman of 

Banamex designed by Agustin Hernandez, 

and Hernandez's studio and residence. 

His work is about total risk and freedom. 

He's like a Martian, no? 

What's your favorite new public build ing? 

Ricardo Legorreta's Plaza Juarez, which 

includes the foreign ministry and family 

court. The volcanic stone is the same used 

by Aztec and Colonial builders; even the 

iron gates echo the entry gates of traditional 

haciendas. I love the clean space of the main 

plaza and how it interacts with the fountain 

and how it works in relation wit h t he street 

and the park in front. Unfortunately, this 

beaut iful, big, empty space is fi lled with 

modular struct ures holding exhibitions 

organized by bureaucrats with no idea of 

what the beauty of an empty space means. • 

at 



INTRODUCING the 
MIRROR-LUX® 2838-TV 

The latest version of AAMSCO 
Lighting's MIRROR-LUX® line 
offers a high-end LCD television 
encapsulated within the mirror. 
Specifically designed to operate 
in unvented areas, the mirror TV 

• off~s superior picture quality on 
bo\ mirror and glass surfaces. 

Ade Id 

A t>SS 

Artr'ort 
Br av ton 
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Herman Miller tor 1h,e Home 

K"" 11 
Knoll 

iv1aq1s 
l,·loroso 

v tra 

Don't 1ss our 
u oming sale I 

10% 0ff 

f.9 Herman M illerf 
June 2-16, 2007 

Free Shipping I 
www. highbrowfurn itur • 
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Espacio Escultorico (right), 
the sculpture garden at UNAM, 
is a popular gathering place 
for students and locals alike. 
The concrete wedges of this 
sculpture form a circle around 
a volcanic rock formation where 
visitors come to meditate. A 
vendor (below) sells artisanal 
goods outside the Museo 
Nacional de Antropologia. 
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What else shou ld no visitor miss? 

On Sunday, go see a bul lf ight at Plaza 

Mexico, the biggest bull ring in the world, 

and visit one of the markets, perhaps at 

Coyoacan, where you can get great th ings to 

eat. The Sunday flea market at La Laguni lla 

is still interest ing, though it lacks the 

splendor of some years ago. The Bazar Plaza 

del Angel at the Zona Rosa on Saturdays 

might be better these days. 

What other shopping can you recommend? 

Rodrigo Rivero Lake and Daniel Liebsohn 

run my two favorite antique galleries. A shop 

called Funcionalismo has furn iture by 

Bertoia, Gropius, and Mies. There are some 

new design shops in the Condesa area where 

you can find some cutting-edge design 

ideas; if you look closely, you can find things 

such as a rare Pierre Chareau, for example. 

Librerfa Madero downtown has an extraordi­

nary selection of art books and rare editions, 

specializing in Mexico. There is also this 

store for charros-Mexican horsemen, the 

ref ined version of the American cowboy­

downtown, in front of the Museo de la 

Ciudad de Mexico, where I have found 

magnificent belts embroidered with the 

thread of the agave plant (called pita). or 

with pure gold or silver thread, for my friend 

Damien Hirst. I th ink he's the only person 

who is not a charro who can get away with 

wearing them, for obvious reasons. 

Whal are some good places lo eat? 

I don't like al l th is fusion cuisine. I love art 

and I also love to eat, but they are two total ly 

different things, and when I see a dish that 

looks like an architectonic structure, I lose 

my appetite. I take all of my artists and 

clients to Casa Bel l, a simple, elegant, fresh 

place with extraordinary service. You get 

what you ask for, very straightforward. Also, 

try Don Chon on Calle de Regina downtown 

for exotic pre-Hispanic food like f lowers, 

insects, worms, and serpent meat. 

I think I just lost my appetite. Let's talk 

tequila: Where are the best places to drink? 

There are two places downtown: La N ueva 

Opera Bar, one of the greatest bars in 

the world for its setting and service, and 

La Faena, which is decorated with bul l­

fighters' outfits that have been sitting there 

for 50 years. Everything is covered in dust. 

It's bril l iant. 

And what's your elixir of choice? 

Herradura. Tequila is good for you. • 
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Baleri Italia at Linea 
Enrico 8aleri founded Baleri Italia as a manufacturer of quality furniture with high design content. 
Philippe Starck was the first of many young talents to be discovered by Baleri in 1984. In 2004, 
Nino Cerruti bought the company and brought with him his experience as a successful fashion and 
textile designer. In 2005, Jeff Miller, a new American designer, joined Baleri Italia. This association 
helped to establish Milter as one of the brightest new talents in the field. Baleri Italia enjoyed more 
success in 2006 with a new collection and at the beginning of 2007 with the launch of 080. From 
the Flipt chair to the development of the 080 system, 8aleri Italia has established itself as the 
source for elegant, aesthetic, functional solutions. 

Baleri ltalia's latest releases from the Milan International Furniture Fair wilt be presented along 
with a showcase created by Guy Cnop, the founder of Linea. 

Nino Cerruti and Jeff Miller wil l be in attendance. 

Join Dwelt and Baleri Italia: 
June 7, 2007 
6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
Linea 
1327 5th Street 
Santa Monica, California 

In September 2007, Jeff Miller wilt showcase his personal exhibition at M2L in New York City. 

For dealer inquiries call (888) 232-3535. 

BALERI ITAUA 
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Dwell Home II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense™ laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense'" washer 
and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, al lowing you to wash 

more c lothes than ever before at home, including cashmere, silk, and active wear. 
www.siemens-home.com 

Founded in 1946, Cappel lin i is a launch pad for great international designers. 
It offers a wide range of products in four collections. Collezione and Sistemi 
focus on the production of custom-made furniture; Progetto Oggetto features 

home furnishing accessories; Mondo is a series of pieces which reinterpret the 
hand-made style with a cosmopol ita n approach. Some Cappellini products are 
exhibited in the world's premiere museums. In 2004, Cappel lini became part 

of Poltrona Frau, pi loting the project for a "new quality centre" backed by the 
private investment company Charme. www.cappellin i. it 

~'JENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air" offers a ful l line of built-in appliances designed for the passionate home 
gourmet. For more informat ion, visit www.jennair.com or call (800) JENN-AIR. 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Mi ller for the Home offers modern c lassics as we ll as home office 
seating through our nationwide network of consumer and on line stores. Visit 
www.hermanmil ler.com/hmhome. 

THE BOLD lDOK 
CF KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a g lobal leader in providing products of high 
design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends and styles, 

Kohler continuously strives to lead the way and set new standards for gracious 
living by creating products that will del iver years of performance and add beauty 
and value to people's homes. www.koh ler.com 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the Autodesk" Revit" bui ld ing design 

and documentation system, purpose-built for building information modeling. 
Change anyth ing, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates the change every­
where. www.autodesk.com 

With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist 
designs. and timeless textures. www.maharam.com 

At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordinary furn iture. Our unique modern 

designs and over-engineered construction form the foundation of our success, 
further supported by an extraord inary customer service staff. To see our complete 

line of lifestyle and AN furniture, visit us at www.boltz.com. 

CHENGdesign~ 

Cheng Design is the award-winning design firm led by Fu-Tung Cheng. In addition 
to commissioned luxury home design and remodels, Cheng Design works with 
commercial architects, interior designers, contractors, and homeowners to fabricate 

their own concrete-based countertops, kitchen islands, hearths, and water features. 
Cheng Design also sells signature kitchen hoods that reflect Cheng's uncompromis­
ing craftsmanship and sculptural style. Cheng Design products can be shipped 

anywhere nationwide. www.chengdesign.com 

IITiJ ~,~. Qf. 0 RTE 
Neoporte Modern Doer manufactures and designs contemporary stainless steel 
entry doer systems using the f inest quality materials, ensuring every Neoporte 
door will last a lifetime. www.neoporte.com 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide distributors of George 
Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 fiberglass shell chair, and Cal ifornia Case Study 
Furniture. Visit our website at www.modernica.net or call (323) 933-0383. 

Room&Board 
Excellent design is t imeless, not driven by trends. Our home furnishings are inspired 
by great movements in furn iture design and created for modern lifestyles. We com­

bine classic, simple design, f ine craftsmansh ip, natural materials, and affordable 
prices to offer outstanding value. www.roomandboard.com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first fu ll hybrid SUV. For more 

information call (800) 301-7430 or visitwww.fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid. 

LENNOX"J. 

When it comes to energy-efficient heating and cooling, the Dwell Home 11 has what 
it takes. The home wil l feature an innovative Lennox Customized Comfort System 

that delivers superior performance in the areas important to today's homeowners­
comfort, efficiency, quiet operation, reliability, and cleaner air. For more information , 
visit www.lennox.com. 

Copyr ~ tea rr atcr I 



The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing original design and innovation 

to the ceiling fan industry. The designs. celebrate the modern idiom through 
mechanical simplification, geometric forms, and contemporary finishes. The 
Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century ceiling fans. 

www.modernfan.com 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC is a boutique design and development company 
that produces fine contemporary interior products for use in residential, office 

and hospitalit y spaces. Chief designer Emma C. Gardner was the winner of 
a 2006 Best of Year award from Interior Design tor her Joy rug. Based in 
Litchfield, Connecticut, the company offers its products through select 
showrooms and is a proud member of the RUGMARK Foundation, a global 
non-profit organization working to end ch i ld labor. For more information 
please visit www.emmagardnerdesign.com 

f3 NORITZ 
ALWA YS H OT 

Nori tz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology. Our tank less 
gas water heaters provide endless hot water whi le saving money and space. 

www.noritzamerica.com 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, Caesarstone quartz surfaces take 

concept to reality by creating the perfect blend of form and function. Visit 
www.caesarstoneus.com or ca ll (877) 978-2789 . 

... \rtt'midf' 
Artemide. the most diversified, award-winning design line in the lighting industry, 

offering decorative and architectural luminaires featuring the perfect balance 
between form, function, and performance. For more informat ion, please visit 
www.artemide.us. 

For more information, please visit www.dwell.com. 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

Where Design 
Comes to Life® 

for interior designer 
Jamie Drake, ASID 

Drake Design Associates 

Did you know ... ASID is the largest organization of professionally 
credentialed interior designers in the world. ASID designers 
have the knowledge and ability to create living and workplace 
environments that are not only beautiful but also enhance the 
quality of your life. 

To learn more and to locate an ASID designer visit www.asid.org. 



Shop ModernMarket Online 
You can now f ind all 
of our Modern Market 
advertisers online at dwell. 
com/modernmarket. Search 
by product category, or 
company name. 

The companies listed at 
right are improving your 
ModernMarket Online 
shopping experience by 
featuring multiple products, 
images, and a "buy now" 
button to make a purchase. 

Happy shopping! 

Charles P. Rogers Beds 
Handcrafted beds in wood, leather, iron, 
brass. and steel. Factory direct. 

Fabulous Stationery 
Modern personalized notes with a free 
return address option. 

Infinite Storage Solutions 
ISS designs shelving systems for modern 
design with infinite adjustability. 

Lumens Light + Living 
Lumens for modern lighting, fans, and 
home accessories. 

MD-Canvas 
MD-Canvas.com, the cool, affordable 
solution tor large modern art. 

nolen niu 
View the innovative and seductive line 
of seating at nolenniu.com. 

Pianca 
Home furniture for living and bedroom 
areas-available at NYLOFT. 

Sumo Lounge 
Sumo Lounge high-tech beanbag 
furniture offers cool lounging comfort. 

Advertisers with this symbol feature additional 
product s at dwe 11. com/modern market. 

NYLOR's Xera 

Taking experience from the 
professional world, NYLOFT is 
Introducing a new line of stainless 
steel to the US market. With 
sturdiness and functional ity 
and the possibility of complete 
customization, NYLOFT brings 
maximum aesthetics and functional 
expression to stainless steel. 

Shown: Stainless steel counterfop 
with integrated sink and cook top. 

Todd Li mArt.com 

"The Grocery Store Series"' consists 
of over 20 unique, signed, and 
numbered prints by artist Todd Lim. 
All your favorite products from the 
aisles of the A&P are here. Reddi· 
Wip, Skippy, and everyone"s favorite, 
Fluff. have been transformed into 
brightly colored pop art originals. 

www.toddlimart.com 

NYLOFT's Sofa 

NYLOFT's sofa combinations allow 
you to choose from a wide variety 
of fabrics. seating. and side table 
combination segments to create the 
dream space for your hving room. 
For more options and information 
v1s1t us onhne. 

Shown: Mulllmed1a #18 with covers 
in natural white cotton blend. 

www.nyloft.net 

American Upholstery 

Bartels 

Boltz 

Berkeley Mills 

Crypton 

Fold/Wallter 

Mobelform 

Modern us 

Modern Outdoor 

Spa city 
The Simple Furniture Co. 

Ylighting 

Stainless Steel 
Hardware 
Imported from Germany 

Exceptional 100 percent stainless 
steel levers at affordable pricing. 
Pr ivacy and passage functions 
available. 

Exclusive limited-time discount 
tor Dwell readers: enter code: 
dwell0607 

Shown: New York, Toronto, Verona 

www.stainlesssteelstuff.com 



NYLOFT's 
New Accademia 
NYLOFT kitchens have always 
been synonymous with qual ity 
and value, the result of extensive 
research applied to the product. 
New Accademia is available in 12 
embossed colors, 13 gloss finishes, 
6 wood choices, and the possibility 
of approximately 300 custom colors. 
Shown in glossy black lacquer with 
whitened oak veneer wall cabinets. 

www.nyloft.net 

NYLOFT's High-Tech 
Modular Closet Systems 
Limitless features, such as 
customized rack arrangements, 
interior l ighting. fully extractable 
shelving in variable heights, and 
an integrated drawer system for 
t he perfect organization of the 
closet space. For more options 
and the collection of contemporary 
NYLOFT wardrobe systems. please 
visit us on line. 

www.nyloft.net 

. . . . 

Unison 

Static square pillow in lemon. 
High-tech nature. Super enlarged 
graphic effect in electric color 
combinations. Handprinted and 
constructed in USA. Feather and 
down fill. $52. For a retailer near 
you please call or visit us on line. 

Toll-free (877) 492-7960 
www.unisonhome.com 

Liza Phillips 
Imagine every step having its 
very own Tibetan rug. Our Alto 
stair treads are available in four 
color sets, each with solids and 
patterns. Arrange them in any 
sequence. Perfect for open stairs. 
Rugmark certi fied. 

Tel. (845) 252-9955 
www.lizaphillipsdesign.com 

NYLOFT's Tekne 

Bath collection available in 26 
lacquered gloss colors, 26 matte 
colors, and 8 stained oak finishes. 
Tekne brings together modern design 
with superior fu nction to create 
timeless elegance, atmosphere. and 
ambience in the modern bathroom. 
Elevated cabinets, interior lighting, 
movable storage carts, and a variety 
of single and double sinks. 

Shown: Chrono 

www .nyloft.net 

NYLOFT's 
Bed and Dresser 
For a contemporary arrangement 
with the traditional touch, "Class" 
offers choices within a collection 
of nightstands and dresser units 
to complement the bed with an 
upholstered headboard. Available 
in daniell ia wood only. For more 
options in bedroom furniture, please 
visit us onhne. 

Shown: Class collection 

www.nyloft.net 

lights? 
now you can add to cart the entire line 

lighting design icons 
Tizio and Tolomeo 
and hundreds of models for 
table, floor, wall, suspension 

direct from the source at 
special internet prices 

trade d iscounts to qualifying 
A&D professionals 
free delivery on most models 

www.artemidestore.com 

USAarchitecture.com 
Live. Work. Sleep. Dream. 

Connect with superb architecture, 
properties for sale, architect 
portfolios, intriguing design links. 
and amazing image.s of iconic 
houS<es across t he land. New content 
posted daily. 

Go ahead, dream a little. 



nolen niu 

An innovative and seductive line of 
seating pushes design boundaries 
yet remains invit ing, comfortable, 
and stylish. Made in the U.S.A. and 
ships factory direct from Los Angeles 
in two to four weeks. 

nolen niu, inc. 
9595 Wilshire Boulevard, Ste. 900 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
Tel. (310) 709-0955 
www.nolenniu.com 
info@nolenniu.com 

Dwell Homes 
Live in a Dwell Home designed by 
award-winning architects. FlatPak, 
NextHouse, and Resolution: 4 
Architecture. 

Dwell Homes now under 
construction. Find your Dwell Home 
at www.thedwellhomes.com 

www.thedwellhomes.com 

A Modern Art Collection 
You Can Call Home 
Urban Reserve, one of the world"s 
finest collections of modernist 
residential architecture, offers a 
synthesis of contemporary design, 
access to nature, a resl)€ct for 
the environment, and a beauti ful 
location just minutes from downtown 
Dal las. Texas. 

Ken Martin 
Tel. (214) 293-5218 
www.urbanreserve.net 
ken@davidgriffin.com 

the dwell homes 
by Empyrean 

Light Effects 
Privacy Film 

Light Effects window film refracts 
light to create the dimensional 
qualities of textured glass. Easy 
to install and remove. uses no 
adhesives. An affordable alternative 
to tradit ional window coverings. 

Contact us for your free sample. 

Toll-free (866) 245-1866 
www .lighteffects.com 
dwell@lighteffects.com 

Napa Prefab Open 
House and Tour 
Come and see for yourself .. . 

Private homeowners of Rocio 
R<Jmero's acclaimed LV-Series 
prefab house are holding open 
their rural retreat for prospective 
homeowners, their contractors. 
and modern architecture/prefab 
enthusiasts to share information on 
th.e house and the prefab experience. 
Join us for a tour and wine tasting. 

www.NapaPrefab.com 

RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space-keep your light! 
We specialize in creating beautiful 
space-dividing systems designed to 
create private environments without 
sacrificing natural light. System 
choices include: sliding, bypassing, 
pocket, folding, pivot, and f ixed . 
A variety of frames and translucent 
layers to choose from. Visit our 
website for more details. 

Tel. (212) 421-0641 
www.raydoor.com 

ArtByLT 

Abstract art-original paintings 
and limited-edition giclee prints on 
canvas for your home or office by 
widely acclaimed New York artist 
Lynne Taetzsch. Browse our online 
gallery and catalog. 

l tllaca, New York, studio 
Te l. (607) 273-0266 
www.ArtByLT.com 



Sumo Lounge 
High-Tech Beanbags for Modern 
Lifestyles 

Sumo Lounge high-tech beanbag 
furniture offers the stylish. versatile 
solution for modern lifestyles. 
Made from durable space-age nylon 
f i lled with top-quality foam beads. 
Lightweight, stain resistant, and easy 
to clean. 

Toll-free (866) 340-SUMO (7866) 
www.sumolounge.com 

Brooklyn Rockwerks 

Using natural rocks reclaimed from 
New York City construction sites, 
Adam Distenfeld makes sculptures 
and custom fountains for indoor and 
outdoor spaces. His studio, Brooklyn 
Rockwerks, is located in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

Brooklyn Rockwerks 
129 Noll Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11206 
Tel. (718) 628-5993 
www.brooklynrockwerks.com 

Seascape Lamps Inc. 
Hundreds of pendant sizes and 

fabric combinations to choose from. 
With in-house manufacturing, we are 
capable of making acrylic, metal, 
and fabric fixtures to meet your 
specific needs. We also have a full 
l ine of table lamps, f loor lamps, and 
wal I sconces. 

P.O. Box 810 
Freedom, CA 95019 
Tel. (831) 728-5699 
www.seascapelamps.com 

Lu mens.com 
LIGHT + LIVING 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 
New York's secret source for 
handcrafted beds and daybeds for 
over 150 years. Select hardwoods, 
leather. iron, brass, and steel. Free 
catalog. Factory showroom open to 
public. Web/phone orders welcome. 
We ship anywhere. 

55 West 17 Street 
New York, NY 10011 
Toll-free (866) 818-6702 
www.charlesprogers.com 

A Partnership in Glass 

Steven Mai n's glass-blowing artistry 
combines with Karen Korobow-Main's 
dynamic carving and sandblasting to 
demonstrate their interest in nature's 
"patterns": rock striations and the 
visual rhythm of p lants. 

Shown: Sandblasted, Carved, Desert 
Series Vase 

Tel. (505) 855-7777 
www.palettecontemporary.com 

Lumens light + living 
Better lighting. Better living. 

Modern light ing, fans, and home 
accessories. Find the best-known 
names like FLOS, Artemide, Tech, 
LBL, Modern Fan, and Matthews 
Fan to the latest design studio 
inspirations. Friendly, expert service. 
Guaranteed pricing. Free shipping. 

Shown: Brisa 2000 Ceiling Fan by 
Matthews Fan Company 

Toll-twee (877) 445-4486 
www.lumens.com 

Modern Outdoor 

Spring is upon us- time to enjoy 
the great outdoors. We offer four 
complete lines of furniture for 
outdoor spaces-tables. benches. 
chairs, loungers, sofas, settees. 
planters, carts. and bar-height 
products. Residential aesthetics and 
commercial-grade construct ion. 

Tel. (818) 785-0171 
Fax (818) 785-0168 
www. modernoutdoor.com 



Flexible Laminates 
Cut, Peel, and Stick! 

FXSheeting·· represents the latest 
innovation in decorative laminate 
technology. This product was 
developed in conjunction with 
General Electric. Transform any 
surface into a dazzling finish in 
minutes. Sixteen unique styles 
including authentic metallics, exotic 
hardwoods, 3-D shells, and carbon 
fiber. FXSheeting~ comes in rolls or 
sheets. Now you can redecorate your 
entire home in a fraction of the time 
required for conventional laminates. 

Velocity 
Your Home for Modern Living 

Modern furniture, stylish 
accessories, and orginal artwork.. 
Discover up-and-coming designers 
and new artists not seen elsewhere. 

Enjoy friend ly, personalized service. 
Shop online or visit our Seattle store. 

Shown: Softseating by Molo 

Toll-free (866) 781-9494 
www.velocityartanddesign.com 

Acme Made 

Designed protection for modern 
living. Acme Made offers a complete 
line of bags, totes, and accessories 
specifically designed to accommodate 
your computer, your work, and your 
life. Hand-crafted, guaranteed, and 
highly protective. Visit us online for 
our complete col lection. 

Shown: Small Tote business brief 

Toll-free (888) 486-3191 
www.acmemade.com 

Perfect for resurfacing backsplashes, 
countertops, cabinets, appliances, 
pantry shelves, and much, much 
more. Application requires no 
special tools or training. Just cut to 
size, peel off the laminate backing, 
and press into place. 

Alsa Corporation 
Toll-tree (800) 672-4250 
www.alsacorp.com 

AFM Safecoat 

We offer the safest, highest quality 
products for your home, your health, 
and the planet. Please visit our 
new website www.afmsafecoat.com 
for the full line of AFM Safecoat 
products and to find a dealer in your 
area. Proud recipient ot the SCS 
Indoor Air Quality Gold certif ication. 

www.afmsafecoat.com 

Stone Forest, Inc. 

Exceptional functional scu lpture, 
handcrafted in stone, copper. and 
bronze. 
Kitchen, bath, and garden. 

Call for catalog. 

Toll-free (888) 682-2987 
www .stoneforest.com/dwel I 

World's Only 
Comfortable Sofa 
Sleeper 

Patented system eliminates 
metal bars associated with an 
uncomfortable sofa or poor night's 
sleep. Sleepers are 80 ' long and 
available in king, queen, full, twin, 
or cot sizes. 

Unlike the competition. your feet 
won't hang off the end of our beds. 

www.aufurniture.com/dwell 

Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or traditional. 
Pre-designed or custom. 
Small, medium, and large 
or multi family. 

Affordable. Real. Avai I able now. 
Delivering to 40+ states. 

Toll-tree (877) 379-4382 
www.hivemodular.com 
in·fo@hivemodular.com 



Fine Art Screens 
and Room Dividers 
Exceptional exotic wood framed 
screens, inset with a wide variety of 
unique three-dimensional materials. 
Custom work welcome. 

Visi t our website to see more designs 
as well as our Dunbar-inspired 
tables, stands, and magazine trees. 

Indiana for Modern 
Tel. (260) 543-2086 
www.indianamodern.com 

House of 
European Design 
Our unique collections combine 
superb seating comfort and carefully 
t hought-out functions with t imeless 
design. Choose from hundreds of 
fabrics and leathers to tailor the 
perfect piece for you. 

Shown: Longueville JR-8400 

431 Jackson Street 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel. (415) 391-7998 
www.design-eu.com 

l 

Light Up the Night 

Light up the night with the Sierra 
Vista Patio Embers beauti ful 
hexagonal outdoor firepit. Crafted 
with a large genuine slate top and 
stone slurry resin base, its stucco 
look is sure to please. Ceramic logs 
and decorative lava rocks ignite 
with the touch of a button and offer 
a clean alternative to traditional 
outdoor fires. For more information 
on Sierra Vista or many other 
beautiful f irepits, visit us online. 

www.patioembers.com. 

Wilmette Lighting 
Company 
Wilmette Lighting Company revisits 
the material past while introducing 
today's functionality. The line offers 
the benefi ts of modern systems and 
makes them accessible to tradit ional 
or transitional interiors. Our partner­
ship with Holophane~ allows us to 
exclusively offer several f ixtures 
featuring historical Holophane glass. 

Tel. (847) 410-4400 
Fax (847) 410-4500 
www.wilmettelighting.com 

www.palazzetti.com 

City Collection by Sonia 

The New City Collection represents 
clean, simple, yet sophist icated 
designs of contemporary bath 
furniture. Featuring a portable 
storage caddy that can sit directly 
below the sink and be conveniently 
rolled to anywhere in the bathroom, 
or a freestanding furnit ure console, 
the City Collection is f inished 
in several stain options with the 
natural wood grain exposed for 
a dynamic look. 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

ABC's Extreme Makeover chose 
award-winning artist Campbell Laird 
for their modern home episode. Dwell 
magazine chose Campbell for its f irst 
Dwell Home. Join collectors from 
Trump Tower in NYC to modernist 
homes of the Hollywood Hills. 
Archival. l imited-edition artworks. 
Piece shown: Flit #23 

Tel. (310) 915-5319 
www.campbelllairdstudio.com 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 

P.\f_AZZETil Group Ltd. 

The collection is available in several 
sizes and pairs with var ious Sonia 
basins and integral countertops 
to meet several space and design 
sensibili t ies; reflecting metropolitan 
li festyle in i ts most stylish form. 

Toll-free (888) SONIA-US 
www.sonia-sa.com 



Wallter for 
Modern Kids! 
Wallter wall applications go where 
others fall f lat. Apply to walls, 
ceilings, or doors. Start and stop 
anywhere, no limitations. You pick 
the shape, pattern, and color. Paint 
them all separate colors. 
It's completely up to you ! Check 
out our website for more ideas and 
retailers near you. 

Tel. (510) 232-5018 
www.wallter.com 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelving 
system. ISS Designs combines a clean 
modern look with strength and ease of 
installation. Wall-mounted and pole­
mounted options. Anodized alum inum 
hardware with custom shelves and 
cabinets for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free (877) 477-5487 
www.issdesigns.com 
info@issdesigns.com 

Authentic Shoji from 
Berkeley Mills 
Working with Japanese craftsmen in 
Ishikawa, where artists made shoji 
for the shogun, Berkeley Mills offers 
custom-made shoji and fusuma. 
We design beautiful doors, window 
covers, or room dividers using 
translucent shoji paper or opaque, 
sturdy fusuma paper. 

Toll-free (877) 426-4557 
www.berkeleymills.com 

Hook and Go 
The Smart Cart for the 
Farmer's Market Ser 

A cult item at the Beverley Hills 
and San Francisco Ferry Building 
Farmer's Markets. Now available 
to everyone. Hook on plastic bags 
and handle weight and bulk in 
convenience and style. $39.95 
plus S&H. 

www.hookandgo.com 

The Gas Fireplace 
for the Modern Home 

Toll-free (866) 938-3846 
www.sparkfires.com 

Big Chill 

Get out of the box, and into a 
B·ig Chill refrigerator. This may 
look like your mother's icebox, 
but the Big Chill includes all of 
today's functionality, efficiency, 
and dependability. The only thing 
we left off was the chisel; no 
defrosting required! 

Toll-free (877) 842-3269 
-w.bigchillfridge.com 
inifo@bigchillfridge.com 

Inhabit 

New Wall Flat patterns now 
available. Made from bamboo pulp 
they are durable, simple, modern, 
and versatile. Designed to expand in 
any d irection with automatic pattern 
repeat and paintable. Installs with 
familiar wall-covering techniques. 
Cover an existing wall, disguise 
a 111ot-so-smooth wall, or add a 
modern pattern to any room setting. 
Surround yourself. 

Toll-free (888) 830-5072 
www.inhabilliving.com 



azarchitecture.com 

Visit the only site dedicated to 
desert-modern architecture and 
design. See homes for sale plus 
links to architects, designers, 
galleries, and events. Explore 
images of superb desert design. 

New: Join our forum on 
Contemporary Desert Architecture. 

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate 
Architecturally Unique Homes 
Tel. (480) 425-9300 
www.azarchitecture.com 

modwalls 
Architectural Surfaces That Inspire 

In stock for immediate delivery. 
Modern wa ll and floor coverings 
including glass. steel, ceramic, 
cork, and pebble tile. On line 
software to create your own glass 
tile blends. Samples available. 
Retai I and to the trade. 

Shown: Hipbrix 3' x 6' glass 
subway tile 

Tel. (831) 439-9734 
www.modwalls.com 

Douglas Thayer 
Woodworking 
Artist-designed contemporary 
concrete and wood furn iture created 
for indoor and outdoor use. Each 
piece is stylish, combining sleek 
lines and pleasing proportions 
for furniture that is a harmonious 
addition to any setting. Made 
of sol id exotic, domestic. and 
rec laimed hardwoods. 

Tel. (413) 527-4491 
www.douglasthayer.com 
mail@douglasthayer.com 

R. Wood 
Studio Ceramics 
Athens, Georgia 

Handmade. Southern. Beauty. 

R. Wood Studio has been crafting 
dinnerware for 15 years. Our studio 
is filled with artisans making and 
painting each piece in 17 colors 
inspired by nature. Bring beauty 
to your table every day! 

Toll-free (888) SIR-WOOD 
www.rwoodstudio.com 

HUE hardware 

HUE is dimensional cabinet 
hardware, created with layers of 
opaque and transparent glass. 
Choose from 13 standard colors and 
12 color combinations or go custom. 
Matching accent tile available. 
Catalogs and samples by request. 

Shown: Brown + vanilla + turquoise 

SpectraDecor LLC 
Toll-free (800) 550-1986 
www.spectradecor.com 

The Modern Fan Co. 
A Collection of Ceiling Fans 
Designed by Ron Rezek 

The Modern Fan Co. produces 
an exclusively contemporary 
collection of qual ity ceiling fans that 
celebrate the modern id iom through 
mechanical simplif ication, geometric 
forms, and contemporary finishes. 

Toll-free (888) 588-3267 
www.modernfan.com 

Step Into the Future 

Europa Stairways: a new 
generation of stairs and railing 
systems of custom-made glass, 
stainless steel, wood, powder­
coated steel, acrylic, LED light 
systems in glass treads, and more! 
For c<>mmercial and residential 
use. Model 76 MF start ing from 
US $ 14 .500 plus Gallery Railings. 
Visit <>ur homepage. We design 
and build your dream stair. 

Tel. (786) 845-9844 
www.europastairways.com 

Responsible. 
Modern. Living. 
12. 5 Condos designed by award­
winni ng firm Holst Architecture. 
12.5 maximizes resource and energy 
effici-ency, supports sustainability 
and r-ecycling, encourages 
commuting options, and offers 
energy alternatives. Only 12.5 
exclusive living spaces available. 
Historic Irvington in Portland, 
Oregon. Call or visi t online. 

Tel. (503) 793-0782 
www. 12andahalf .com 



Logue Studio 
Media Platform n02 

Green design meets technical 
versatility in a series of modern 
media platforms handcrafted 
in New Hampshire. The natural 
beauty of renewable bamboo and 
refined elegance of satin aluminum 
fi ttings combine in simplicity and 
quality construction to meet today's 
complex media requirements. 

Toll-free (866) 433-1763 
www.loguestudio.com 

Studio Fe 

Utterly unique signs, elegant steel 
furniture, extraord inary objets d'art. 

Hand-crafted forms to grace 
any space. 

www.studiofe.com 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art .. . the Cirque ceiling 
fan, a high-performance dynamic 
sculpture, Good Design Award 
winner. View mahogany and 
multicolored blade versions on our 
website. Includes 50W light and 
touch control system; remote control 
available. Lifetime warranty. Buy 
great fan and lighting designs on 
our website or call Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. PST. 

Toll-free (877) 858-5333 
www.g2art.com 

Modern Starts Now 

We believe in the many independent 
and emerging designers working today 
to create timeless furniture, art, and 
accessories. It's design you haven't 
seen in everyone's home-yet. 
And that's the point, isn't it? 

Visit our new website: 
www.propellermodern.com 

Propeller 
555 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel. (415) 701-7767 
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Modern-Shed 
Small Prefab Structures 

A compact backyard addition that 
can be added to almost any house. 
Envisioned to fit a contemporary 
lifestyle and increase the usable 
space of your home. Prebuilt, 
panelized structures that come 
in a variety of options and sizes. 
Use it for an art studio, work space, 
storage, or just for fun. 

Tel. (206) 524-1188 
www.modern-shed.com 
info@modern-shed.com 

Can You Call Yourself 
an Architect? 
For over a decade aspiring 
architects have relied on Archiflash 
to achieve the registration they 
desire. Archiflash is the best study 
system avai lable. Over 1,100 
expertly written, exam-specific 
f lashcards designed exclusively 
to help you PASS the ARE. 

Toll-free (800) 411-7314 
www.archiflash.com 

The Rage in European Minimalism! 

Runtal Radiators is pleased to 
introduce its newest towel radiator, 
the Runtal Fain. Made of stainless 
steel and combining square and 
round design elements, the Fain 
is quintessential minimalism. 

Runtal towel radiators offer 
comfortable radiant heat in t he 
bathroom while at the same time 
providing the luxury of warm 
dry towels. 

They are available in either self­
contained electric models or 
hydronic models t hat integrate 
into a hot water heating system. 
For information on the complete 
line of distinctive styles please 
visit our website. 

Toll-free (800) 526-2621 
www.runtalnorthamerica.com 



Weego Home 
Stylish Modern Living 

Enhance your home with 
bold accents for spring 
and classic modern furniture 

from weego home. 

View our online catalog or 
visit our Santa Monica store. 

Toll-free (800) 659-3346 
www.weegohome.com 

LBL Lighting 

LBL Lighting's Monorail Chandelier 

system lets you create your own 
expression of style. Select from 
over 50 inspiring glass designs, 
avai lable in several colors. Satin 
nickel or architectural bronze 
finishes ensure an aesthetic f i t. Our 
standard c ircular chandelier is now 

complemented by square, ellipt ical, 
and rectangular variat ions. 

Tel. (708) 755-2100 
Fax (708) 755-3443 
www.lbllighling.com. 

Norman Cherner 
Classic Designs Reissued by 
the Cherner Chair Company 

Toll-free (866) 243-7637 
www .ChernerC hair .com 

Rabbit Air 
BioGP'M Air Purifier 
Modern , innovative Next Generation 
air purif ier features BioGP™ HEPA 
filtration and deodorization to purify 
the air you breathe. Unit comes wit h 
f ive-year warranty and l ifetime 24/7 
tech support. 

Save $10 by entering dwellJ7 at 

checkout. 

Toll-free (888) 866-8862 
www.RabbilAir.com 

European Home 
Contemporary Fireplaces 

Finally, a European-designed 
gas fireplace approved for use in 
t he US and Canada. The Vision 

f ireplace offers an open front, 
a stainless interior, a bed of 
stones, and an optional surrounds 

in stainless steel, cast stone, 
and concrete. List $2,900 plus 
shipping. 

Tel. (781) 662-1110 
www.europeanhome.com 
info@europeanhome.com 

Stoneline Designs Inc. 

Glass or stone top desks, tables, and 
casegoods for residential or executive 

office applications. The Axis Desk 
shown has a granite top and anigre 
drawers suspended between textured 
steel legs and I-beams. Our eight 
table l ines include credenzas, desks, 

shelv ing, d ining. and conference 
tables to 30 feet with mult iple 
pedestals and sectional tops. 

Tel. (919) 968-6905 
www.stonelinedesigns.com 

Jamie Drake Bath Collection by THG 

The Jamie Drake Bath Collection is 
composed of two original series of 
faucetry and matching accessories, 
each showcasing the signature 
Jamie Drake use of color, texture, 
and innovative materials with 
the unmatched quality of THG 
craf tsmanship . The eyes are drawn 
to the sculptural handles of the 

Prof ii, embellished with inlays 

available in horn , precious stone, 
and now Lalique crystal. The newest 
addit ion to t he series features 
elegantly handcarved, satin-f inished 
crystal, beautifully set atop the 
hand les of the Prof ii. 

Tel. (954) 425-8225 
www.thgusa.com 



Modernist 
Modular Homes 
Hip, Sleek, Cool... 

The modernist home of your dreams 
can be yours. Liberating, elegant. 
free-flowing spaces that bring the 
outside in . Many flexible designs 
available to help transform your 
modernist dreams into reality. 

2770 Cardillo Avenue 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 
Tel. (949) 413-6811 
www.modernistmodularhomes.co:m 

Modern Sliding 
and Swing Doors 
Aluminum, wood, glass, and custom 
colors. Award-winning designs. 100 
percent made in Italy. Modernus 
doors are custom-sized and find a 
large number of applications, from 
room dividers, to closets, resident ial 
projects, offices, and commercial 
developments. 
Custom-Made Modern 
Modern Doors. Interior Architecture. 

Modern us 
Toll-free (800) 755-8940 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 
Dogs love t his gorgeous sofa 
that pays tribute to classic Le 
Corbusier seating. Choose vinyl , 
leather, or pony-style fabrics that 
are waterproof, washable, and 
removable. Quality steel frames. 
Four sizes. From $210. Made 
in Italy and available exclusively 
at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free (866) 4-DOGBAR 
www.dogbar.com 

RAIS Gabo Gas II 

The pleasant heat and t he feeling 
of cozyness is something that we all 
long for and now you can create that 
mood safely and easily by installing 
a Gabo Gas II. 

The unique Gabo Gas II stove has 
beautiful crafted ceramic logs and 
embers and burns with a natural 
fire. It is safe and clean to use, and 
unlike real logs, gas burning does 
not create ashes or soot particles. 

CurvTec 
The Ceiling, Reinvented. 

CurvTec is your answer to empty, 
texture-less expanses of drywall 
ceiling in your contemporary home 
or commercial space. Our innovative 
ceiling enhancement provides focus 
and gentle lighting to your well­
planned, modern interiors. 

The innovative control system for 
this stove makes heat adjustment a 
very simple matter. 

The Gabo Gas 11 has been designed 
according to the best of the Rais 
tradit ions where design, quality, 
functionality, and safety are the four 
cornerstones of all our production. 

www.rais.com 

RAIS" 
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Pure Rugs 
From the people of Popcows 

The finest natural 
Rugs made with 
Pure Argentinean 
Cowhide. 

Handcrafted in Buenos Aires. 

Shown: Park Rug Tricolor 

Toll-free (866) 788-4289 
www.purerugs.com 

Please visit us at www.curvtec.com. 
You ' ll never look at ceilings in the 
same way again .. . 

CurvTec 
Tel. (505) 345-4545 
www.curvtec.com 



DNA Portrait 

Schoolhouse Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and 
commercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style-they are classic originals 
that have been out of production and 
unavailable for over 50 years. Retail 
showrooms in New York City and 
Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free (800) 630-7113 
www. school houseelectric .com 

Finger Print Portraits 

Unicahome.com 
Style. Selection. Service. 

Zaha flatware designed by Zaha 
Hadid for WMF. Available to 
selected WMF retailers, Zaha 
is sculptural and architectural. 
Perfect for the discriminating 
gourmet or design collector. 

7540 S. Dean Martin Dr. Ste. 501 
Las Vegas, NV 89139 
Toll-free (888) 898-6422 
www.unicahome.com 

Shelving System? 
Furniture System. 
The elegant solution for your home 
or office. Solid hardwood, dovetail 
joinery, cold-rol led steel bar . 
Hand-crafted, endlessly versatile, 
readily customized. 

Call or visit online to find out what 
the as4 Modular Furniture System 
can do for you. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. (718) 596-5045 
www.atlaseast.com 

drlO 11 

Fabulous Stationery 

Designed exclusively for you, our 
personalized note cards and calling 
cards are truly unique. Choose from 
a broad selection of contemporary 
designs. Every set of notes comes 
with our signature envelopes offering 
a return address option at no charge. 
Now featuring a matching spiral­
bound notebook for each set of 
personalized notes. Visit our new 
websile and save $5 by entering 
dwell in the coupon code. 

www.FabulousStationery.com 

Gel Pro Chef's Mats 

Love to cook, but hale hard kitchen 
floors? As seen on HGTV's I Want 
That!, Gel Pro Chef's Mats are filled 
with a soft gel material that makes 
stand ing on even the hardest f loor 
a pleasure. Six designer colors with 
the look and feel of woven leather 
in a stain-resistant and easy-to­
clean material. 

Art From Your 
DNA or Fingerprints 
DNA 11 creates personalized 
"portraits'' made from your DNA or 
fingerprints. Available in custom 
colors and sizes. Printed on 
archival-quality canvas. Swab-based 
collection process is simple and 
completely painless. Prices range 
from $190-$1200. 

Seeking interior designers as resellers. 

Toll-free (866) 619-9574 
www .dnall.com 

Available m 20" x 36' and 20" x 
72' sizes. Makes a great gift for 
any cook, especially those with 
back pain or arthri t is. Order today! 
Made in USA. 

Toll-free (866) GEL-MATS. 
www.letsgel.com 



2Modern.com 
Unique. Conscious. Functional. 
Beautiful. 

2Modern features furniture, 
l ighting, and accessories for the 
modern lifestyle. 

Special promotion code for Dwell 
subscribers: JuneDwell 

Toll-Free (888) 222-4410 
www.2modern.com/dwell 

Rakks Shelving 
Systems 
Offering a dramatic new look 
in pole-supported shelving, the 
Rakks L-Bracket system features 
unparalleled design flexibility. This 
unique bracket supports up to 150 
pounds per shelf while allowing 
quick and infinite shelf adjustment. 
Cabinets can be easily attached 
to the poles to create attractive 
storage units or room partitions. 

Toll-free (800) 826-6006 
www.rakks.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the 
Modern l ollygagger 

Sustainable outdoor furniture with a 
contemporary vibe. Loll furniture is 
designed for clean and easy living. 
Ut ilizing maintenance-free durable 
green materials that will last longer 
than you, all you have to do is 
remember to feed the birds. 

Toll-free (877) 740-3387 
www.lolldesigns.com 

Zinc Details 

Zinc Detai ls is a favorite of 
the design conscious who love 
contemporary classic home 

furnishings and accessories. 
Please visit our two locations in 
San Francisco or shop online. 

Knoll Space Sale 
May 4- 13, 2007 

2410 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel (415) 776-9002 
www.zincdetails.com 

mobelform 
designs for modern life. 

Celebrat ing 20 years of modern 
design direct to you from Europe. 
Your source for modern and 
contemporary furniture, lighting, 
and accessories. View our online 
catalog or visit one of our two 
South Florida showrooms. 

Shown: nuovoliola sofa!wa/lbed 

Toll-free (888) 662-3546 
www.mobelform.com 

Norwell Lighting and Accessories 

Norwell 
lighting and Accessories 

Norwell Lighting and Accessories 
is proud to introduce design-and­
finish-matched solid brass lighting 
and accessories from traditional 
to modern. 

The Elizabeth is available as a 
single, double, or triple sconce in 
polished nickel, brushed nickel, or 
oi l-rubbed bronze. Seven matching 
bath accessories complete the suite. 

82 Stevens Street 
East Taunton, MA 02718 
Toll-free (800) 822-2831 
www.norwellinc.com 



The Beholder 
emerging art online 

We feature over 40 artists from 
the US. UK, and Canada and 
offer original works to purchase 
directly from our website. 
Browse painting, photography, 
drawing, and mixed media. 

San Francisco, USA 
Tel. (415) 238-9244 
www.beholder-art.com 

Blibetroy 
Invent ive Bags For 
Imaginative People 

Our uber slim long and lean tote, 
made with brass oval handles for 
warm luxurious handling.This bag is 
a fast favorite for women who want 
a day to evening bag that can take 
abuse and look all the better for i t. 

Shown: Arndt 

www.blibetroy.com 

Pfeifer Price 

Events with style instead of stress. 

Pfeifer Price 
Official Dwell Event Producers 
Tel. (415) 561-0109 
www.pfeiferprice.com 

Night Flight to Venus 

Be bold and embrace fantasy. 
Get your hands on a lamp from 
the new lighting collection by 
J Schatz- Night Flight to Venus. 
Featuring large and bold lamps 
beautifully hand finished in rich, 
glossy color. No two lamps are 
alike. 32'- 36' H x 16'- 20' W. 

Toll-free (866) 344-5267 
www.jschatz.com 
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Shenspace 
Conscious Modern Art and Design 

Eastern inlluence and urban energy. 
Original abstract and modern 
paintings that specialize in Asian 
and Buddhist-inspired images. 
Please inquire about custom work. 

Contributes to the global 
humanitarian community. 

Tel. (646) 373-7263 
New York, NY 
www.shenspace.com 

Cassique Garden Cottages 

Located in the e-xc lusive Cas.sique 

development just before the 
entrance to Kiawah Island, the 
Cassique Garden Cottages are 
raising the standard for luxurious 
island living. 

The architecture of the Garden 
Cottages embraces the Arts and 
Crafts movement of a century ago, 
offering a mix of English country 
styling and Charleston's histor ic 
preference for gardens. Many 
rooms connect with the courtyard 

Trina Turk 

Inspired by the architecture, 
landscape, and cross-cultural mix 
of Cali fornia, Tr ina Turk's clothing 
collection is at home in your 
modern world. 

Los Angeles 
Tel. 1323) 651-1382 
Palm Springs 
Tel. 1760) 416-2856 
New York 
Tel. 1212) 206-7383 
www_trinaturk.com 

garden, and the high ceilings and 
tall w indows add manor house 
proportions to intimate surroundings. 

Cassique also has a private golf 
course. beauti ful Clubhouse, and 
a new Sports Pavilion. For more 
information, contact Kiawah Island 
Real Estate. 

Tel. (843) 768-3400 



SIGmetal 
Stainless Steel Cabinet Knobs 

Individually machined from solid 
bars of high-grade stainless stee I, 
not cast from base metal. No plating 
or other superficial finishes are 
apphed, so aesthetics will last a 
lifetime. Handmade in USA. View 
collection and order onhne. 

Shown: Cal;ber 5S Flanged Pull 

Tel. (303) 862-7733 
www.sigmetal.com 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern d igital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our coo~ . 

original modern images are thermally 
printed on cotton canvas. They a mve 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
Sized three to five feet high and 
prrced $179- $349. Complete ye>ur 
space with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free (888) 345-0870 
www.md·canvas.com 

plain mary 

Plain Mary 1s an iconic baby brand 
that merges utrli ty with keepsake 
quality design. Our standards are 
high, as should be the retailers who 
carry our l ine. 
Dwell readers enjoy 10 percent off, 
coupon code: dwelllO. 

www.plainmary.com 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable , and 

visionary designers around the world. 
Like the original Bubble chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. 

v;s;t us online or in our store! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
Tel. (323) 951-0748 
Toll-free (866) 758-7430 
www.plushpod.com 

Mccloud Design 
Water Det;ned 

Custom architectural water 
features, designed for residential 
and commercial installations. 

Shown: Patinated copper 
column lounta;n 

www.mcclouddesign.com 

Modern Cabana 
Expand Your Space 

Weatherized and affordable. the 
Cabana adds space, function, and 
value to any property. Use it as guest 
quarters, home office, or lounge. 
Multiple sizes available. Handcrafted 
and customizable. Prefab for ease of 
installation. 

San Francisco showroom 
Tel. (415) 206-9330 
www.moderncabana.com 

( 

let an -de occupy an important spece in your modern lif e 



-(• •) ,_ '"' 

I n m 0 d er n . n et o brand or the simple furniture company 

Crypton Super 
Kids Furniture 
Crypton Super Furniture presents 
our new kids chair, Dixon. Made 
with Crypton Super Fabric, i t resists 
spills, stains, bacteria, and odors. 
21' W x 22' D x 21' H. Quick Ship. 

For informat ion on other fabric 
options call or visi t us on line. 

Toll-free (800) CRYPTON 
www.cryptonfabric.com 

Address Numbers 

Largest selection of architectural 
address numbers. Forty-one d ifferent 
styles- from modern to traditional. 
Twelve finishes-satin and anodized 
aluminum, bronze, and others. 
Sizes 2'-24' . Lifetime warranty. 

Shown: 5" Ribbon Deep/satin 
aruminum finish 
4 ' Ribbon Condensed/satin aluminum 
3 ' Architectural/oxidized bronze 

Tel. (818) 503-9472 
www.Archit~turalNumbers.com 

Shoji Specialists 
Since 1982 
Emphasizing Quality Features, 
Design, and Durability 

We strive to surpass your expectations 
with our f ine detailing, exclusive 
materials, and award-winning 
woodworking. We design our shoj i to 
function in any environment and still 
look "brand new" years from now. 
Twenty-f ive years of custom-built shoji 
doors- imagine the possibilit ies! 

Tel. (707) 485-5550 
www.DesignShoji.com 

Botanist Series 
Cocktails with Personality 

Planning your outdoor summer 
soiree? Let Botanist help you. 
Avai lable in four colors or seven 
real wood veneers, you're bound 
to have a beautiful look without 
sacrificing durability. Happy 
indoors and out. 

Shown: Natural cocktail, flora end 

Tel. (213) 972-9922 
www.orange22modern.com 

Mix It In™ 

Rainforest Alliance Certification 
FSC Certified Real Wood 
100% formaldehyde-free 
Eco-friend ly finishes 
Water-based stains 
No tools assembly 
No hardware required 
Designed and manufactured 
in t he USA. 

Shown: Surf in"" Occasional Table, 
Magazine Rackand Desk/Table 

www .. inmodern.net 

Distinctive 
Track Hardware 
Make a statement with sliding doors. 
Wide selection of styles. sizes. and 
finishes. Enhance offices, lofts, 
homes, etc. with hardware that can 
transform any room. For fast, friend ly, 
old-fashioned service give us a call! 
Mention this ad for dealer d iscount. 

Guaranteed Lowest Price 

Specialty Doors 
Toll-free (866) 815-8151 
www.barndoorhardware.com 



Contact Our Advertisers 

Academy of Art University 
(800) 544-ARTS 
www.academyart.edu 

Acura 
www.acura.com 

Agape 
(800) 437-2503 
w\vw.agapedesign.it 

American Clay 
(866) 404-r634 
www.americanclay.com 

Am erican Society of Interior 
Designers 
www.asid.org 

Anth ro 
(800) 325-3841 
www.anthro.com 

Architects & Designers Buildin g 
(212) 644-2 766 
www.adbuilding.com 

Art Craft Kitchens 
www.artcraftkitchens.com 

Astra 
(310) 474-5120 
\VWw.astra.it 

Bang & Olufsen America, Inc. 
www.bang-olufsen.com 

BDI 
www.bdiusa.com 

Beef Council 
www.beefitswhatsfordinner.com 

Berkeley Mills 
www.berkeleymills.com 

Berloni America 
(866) 4-BERLONI 
www.berloni.com 

Blu Dot 
(612) 782-1B44 
www.bludot.com 

Bontempi Casa 
(Boo) 553-01B1 
www.bontempiusa.com 

Bosch 
www.boscha ppl ia nces.com 

252 Dwell June 2007 

Bnu Exotic Hardwood Flooring 
(800) 525-271I 
www.brr11.com 

Buh ha up 
(Boo) 808-2923 
www.bulthaup.com 

Calligaris 
www.calligaris.it 

Carl Hansen 
(416) 57i-i173 
www.carlhansen.com 

Crypton Super Fabrics 
(800) CRYPTON 

www.cryptonfabric.com 

Cu isinart 
(800) 726·0190 
www.cuisinart.com 

De La Espada 
www.delaespada.com 

Della Robbia 
(949) 251-8929 
info@dellarobbia.com 

Design Cen tro Italia 
(Bo8) B36·9037 
www.italydesign.com 

Design Within Reach 
(800) 944-2233 
www.dwr.com 

OTC 

www.dtc.com 

Electrolux ICON 
www.electroluxusa.com 

Em ma Gardner Design 
(877) 377-3144 
www.emmagardnerdesign.com 

Endless Pools 
{800) 233·0741ext.5775 
www.endlesspools.com/5 7 75 

Expo Design Center 
www.expo.com 

Fendi Casa 
www.fendicasa.com 

Flex form 
(Boo) FLEXSOFA 
www.flexformusa.com 

Flos USA, In c. 
(800) 939-3567 
www.flos.com 

Form + Function 
(800) 264-0057 
www.formplusfunction.com 

Frighetto by Estel Partners srl 
frighettoUSA@frighetto.it 
www.frighetto.it 

Gaggenau 
(877) 4·GAGGENAU 
www.gaggenau-usa.com 

Hastens 
www.hastens.com 

Heath Ceramics 
(415) 332-3732 
www.heathceramics.com 

Herman Miller Inc. 
(800) 646-4400 
www.hermanmiller.com 

Hewlett Packard 
www.hp.com/personal 

Highbrow Furniture 
(BBB) 329-0219 
www.highbrowfurniture.com 

Hive Modem 
(866) MOD·HIVE 
www.hivemodern.com 

Home Depot Veranda 
www.verandainfo.com 

Infiniti 
www.infiniti.com 

lnterfaceFLOR 
(800) 336-0225 
www.interfaceflor.com 

JELD-WEN Windows & Doors 
www.jcld-wen.com 

Jenn-Air 
(800) 68B-1100 
www.jennair.com 

Kart ell 
(B66) B54·BB2 3 
www.kartellus.com 

Knoll Space 
www.knollspacc.com 

Kohler 
(800) 4-KOHLER 
w\vw.kohler.com 

Konzuk 
(8BB) BsB-7793 
www.konzuk.com 

Lacava 
(BBB) 522-2B23 
www.lacavadesign.com 

Lea North America 
(704) 522-6300 
www.ceramichelea.com 

Lexus 
www.Jexus.com 

Listone Giordan o by Margaritelli 
(866) 730-2026 
>vww.Jistonegiordano.com 

LLumar Window Film 
www.llumar.com 

Loewen 
(800) 563-9367 
www.loewen.com 

Lowe' s 
(800) 445-6937 
www.Jowes.com 

Lutron 
(Boo) 523-9466 
www.Iutron.com 

Mahar am 
(800) 645-3943 
www.maharam.com 

Martin Building Com pany 
www.martinbuilding.com 

Matteograssi 
(646) 249-0259 
www.matteograssi.it 

Modem Fan 
(BB8} 588-3267 
www.modernfan.com 

Modemica 
(323) 9}3-0383 
www.modernica.net 

Moen 
(Boo) BUY-MOEN 
www.moen.com 



Norwegian Cruise Line 
www.nc l.com 

Olevia 
www.syntaxgroups.com 

Omnia Industries 

(973) 239-7272 
www.omniaindustries.com 

Paul Frank Industries 
(949) 5 J 5-7950 
www.paulfrank.com 

Pedini 
(Boo) 404-0004 
www.pediniusa.com 

Pian ca 
(B77) PIANCA·7 
piancaus@pianca.com 

Roche Bobois 
www.roche-bobois.com 

Rocky Mountain Hardware 
(BBB) 7BB-2013 
www.rockymountainhardware. 
com 

Room 8c Board 
(800) 486·6554 
www.roomandboard.com 

Schonbek Worldwide 
Lighting, Inc. 
(Boo) B36-1B92 
www.schonbek.com 

SCIC Cucine d' Italia 

(B77) 523-B744 
www.scic.us 

Scott+ Cooner 
www.scottcooner.com 

Shadescapes USA 
(B66) 997-4233 
www.shadescapesusa.com 

Sn aidero USA 
(B77) SNAIDERO 
www.snaidero-usa.com 

Sub-Zero 
(Boo) 332-1405 
www.subzero.com 

Symmons Indus try 
(800) SYMMONS 
www.symmons.com 

Teragren 

(Boo) 929-6333 
www.teragren.com 

The Big Green Egg 

(770) 934-5300 
www.biggreenegg.com 

T he Infinity 
(4 15) 512-7700 
www.the-infinity.com 

Tidy Cats 

(800) BJ5-6359 
www.tidycats.com 

TOTO USA, Inc. 
(Boo) 350-TOTO ext. 562 
www.totousa.com 

Trane 
www.trane.com 

Tretom 
(8BB) 565-7862 
www.tretom.com 

VTech 
(Boo) 595-95 • 1 

www.vtech.com 

Visa Signature 
usa.visa.com 

Volvo 
www.volvocars.com 

VWEos 
www.vw.com/eos 

Weber Grill 
(Boo) GRILLOUT 
www.weber.com 

YLighting 
(BBB) 888-4449 
www.y I igh ting.com 

Zephyr 

(888) 880-VENT 
www.zephyronline.com 

Zucchetti 
(646} 343- 0340 
www.zucchettidesign.com 

When contacting our 
advertisers. please be sure 
to mention that you saw 
their ads in Dwell. 

Dwell Community E\,·nt' ,rnd l'n1m"l1<>n• 

Lowe's can help you 
move in or out of 
your home. 

Visit LowesMoving.com/Dwell and find 
everyth ing you need before, during and 
after the move, including special offers, 
helpful tips and projects. 

Sign up and save 10% on Lowe's 
purchases up to $5000. 

Let's Build Something Together-

For the store nearest you, call 1-800-993-4416. 0 2007 by l~·s. 
All rights reserved. Lowe's and lhe gable design are registered 
trademarks of LF, LLC. 



lo Sourcing 

McDonald Construction and 
Development, Inc. 
Mike McDonald 
Oakland, CA 
www.m·c-d.net 
level Four Studio 
Ian Read 
Oak land, CA 
www.levelfourstudio.com 
Creative Growth Art Center 
www.creativegrowth.org 
Geno Dennis, artist 
www.slingshotart .org 
Chris French Metal Fabrication 
www.cfrenchmetal.com 
Concrete Works Studio 
www.concreteworks.com 

2 Off the Grid 

Ecoshack 
Stephanie Smith 
Los Angeles, CA 
www.ecoshack.com 
The Nomad Yurt 
www.thenomadyurt.com 

88 Dwell Report; 

Flight 001 
John Sencion 
New York, NY 
www.flightODl.com 
Unclaimed Baggage Center 
www.unclaimedbaggage.com 
1 % for the Planet 
www.onepercentfortheplanet.org 
Scope 25" duffel by Samsonite 
Black l abel 
www.samsoniteblacklabel.com 
Big Weekender by Le Sport Sac 
www.lesportsac.com 
WeatherShed Duffel by Patagonia 
www.patagonia.com 
Travel-Zip by Ortlieb 
www.ortlieb.com 
AUM Recycled Sailcloth Medium 
Duffie by RedFlag Design 
www.redflagdes1gn.ca 

96 Nice Modern1\t 

The Neptune Foundation 
Ann Buttenwieser 
New York, NY 
www.floatingpool.org 
Jonathan Kirschenfeld Associates 
New York, NY 
www.kirscharch.com 

Dwell4'J (ISSN 1530-5309). Volume VII, 
Number 7, rs oubhshecl monthly, e1tcept 
bi-monthly in OecJJan 1nd JuVAue;, 
by Owen, LLC, 40 Gold Street, Sin 
Francisco, CA 94133-5110, USA. 
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101 Context 

Sasaki Associates 
Dennis Pieprz 
Boston, MA 
www.sasaki.com 
PTW Architects 
Sydney, Australia 
www.ptw.com.au 
Herzog + de Meuron 
Basel, Switzerland 
Beijing Olympic Games 
http:/fen.beijing2008.cn 
Sydney Olympic Games 
www.gamesinfo.com.au 

113 What We Saw 

Malson & Objet 
www.maison-objet.com 
Le Salon du Meuble de Paris 
www.salondumeuble.com 

121 Convers..lt1on 

Art Center College of Design 
Richard Koshalek 
www.artcenter.edu 
Walker Art Center 
www.walkerart.org 
Museum of Contempor11ry Art Los 
An1eles 
www.moca.org 
Daly Genlk Architects 
Santa Monica, CA 
www.dalygenik.com 
Stefan Sa1melster 
www.sagmeister.com 
Bluepr ints for Modern Living: 
Hlstoiy and legacy of the Case 
Study Houses by Elizabeth A. T. 
Smith 
(MIT Press, 1999) 
www.m itpress.mit.edu 

129 Archive 

God's Own Junkyard: The Planned 
Deterioration of America's 
Landscape by Peter Blake 
(Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 19641 
www.hrw.com 

138 Dwell Lab' 

Noe Valley Pet Co. 
www.noevalleypet.com 

SurfilCedesign Inc. 
James lord and Roderick Wyllie 
San Francisco. CA 
Tel: (415) 621-5522 

In the US, Owell4> 1s a registeted tradema1k 
of Owell, LLC. Publisher assumes no 
respcn.s1b1hty for return of unsolicited 
manuscr ipts, art, or any other unsolicited 
material s. Subscription pnce for US resi· 

146 Dwell Home 11 

Dwell Home II 
www.thedwellhome.com 
Escher GuneWardena Architecture 
www. egarc h. net 
California Coastal Commission 
www.coastal.ca.gov 
TOTO 
www.totousa.com 
Artemide 
www.artemide.us 
Green Sandwich Technoloeies 
www.greensandwichtech.com 

154 Bunkering Down 

UN Studio 
Ben van Berke! 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
www.unstudio.com 

156 Mrd Century Mash Up 

John Randolph 
www.randolphdesigns.com 
Atlas Industries 
San Francisco, CA 
www.atlaswest.com 
Ohio Design 
San Francisco, CA 
www.ohiodesign.com 
Eva Zeisel 
www.evazeisel.org 
Metropolitan Side Chairs by JeHrey 
Bernett for B&B Italia 
www.bebitalia.it 
Surf Table by Carlo Colombo for 
Zanotta 
www.zanotta.it 
U-vola speakers by Elite Audio 
Systems 
www.eliteaudiosf.com 
Tufty· Time sofa by Patricia 
Urquiola for B&B Italia 
www.bebitalia.it 

166 Palace Intrigue 

Plazma 
Rytis Mikulionis 
Vilnius, Lithuania 
www.ptazma.lt 
Dining set by Ugne Rosel 
www.ligne-roset.com 
Wall sconces by Ltaifer Lamps 
www.luziferlamps.com 
Col Lamp by Francisco Lu~n 
www.franciscolujan.com 
" Nile" light by B.lux 
www.grupoblux.com 

dents, $24.00 10< 10 1Ssues. Canadian sub­
scription rate: $29.95 (GST Included) for 
10 issues. All other countries: $35.95 f<x 
10 issues. To order a subscr1pllon tc> Dwell 
Of' to inquire about an exlstln1 subscription, 

Drapes by Designer's Guild 
www.designersguild.com 
Wall art by Rasa Baradinskiene 
www.rasadesign.lt 
Toilet and bidet by Poni-Gin0<i 

www.pozzi-ginori.com 

178 The ltaltanale Job 

Briggs/Knowles Architecture + 
Design 
Laura Briggs and Jonathan 
Knowles 
New York, NY 
Tel: (212) 844-9060 
bkadOmac.com 
Brushed stainless steel penny­
rounds tile 
www.annsacks.com 
Kohler ProMaster kitchen faucet 
K-6330 
www.kohler.com 
Grohe Ladylux Plus faucet 
www.arohe.com 

186 M1ss1ss1pp1 Turning 

SHoP Architects 
Reese Campbell, Bill Sharples, 
Gregg Pasquarelli , and Federico 
Negro 
New York, NY 
www.shoparc.com 
Buro Happold 
Craig Schwitter 
www.burohappold.com 
Maloya Laser 
www.maloyalaser.com 
Parsons School of Design 
www.parsons.edu 

196 It", My Trip in a Box 

Anderson Mason Dale Architects 
Ron Mason 
Denver. CO 
www.amdarchitects.com 
Taylor Smyth Architects 
Michael Taylor 
Toronto. Ontario 
www.taylorsmyth.com 
Makoto Yama1uchi Architectural 
Desi en 
Tokyo, Japan 
www.ymaci.net 

Papn Kennedy 
http://home.comcast.neV 
-pagankennedy 

pluse write to: Oweu Magaz_me Customer 
Servic1. P.O. Ba.. 5100, Hatlan. IA 51593· 
0600, °'call 877·939·3553. Pe,,odi<.als 
Postqe P11d at San Francl.sco. CA. and at 
add1ttona1 ma I Ung ofhcts. 

Mass Energy Consumers Alliance 
www .massenergy.com 
Craigslist 
www.craigslist.org 

213 Profile 

Inga Sempe 
Paris, France 
www.ingasempe.fr 
Cappellini 
www.cappellini.it 
Baccarat 
www.baccarat.fr 
ligne Rosel 
www.ligne-roset.com 
luceplan 
www.luceplan.com 
Edra 
www.edra.com 
Hennessy 
www.hennessy.com 

220 Detour 

Galerfa Hilario Galguera 
Hilario Galguera 
www.galeriahilariogalguera.com 
Mexico City 
www.mexicocity.com.mx 
La Coleccicin Jumex 
www.lacoleccionjumex.org 
La Casa de los Azulejos 
www.casadelosazulejos.com 
Centro Hist6rico 
www.centrohistorico.df.gob.mx 
Condesa di 
www.condesadf.com 
Camino Real 
www.caminoreal.com 
Museo Nacional de Antropologfa 
www.mna.inah.gob.mx 
Centro Cultural Unlversltarlo 
www.centrocultural.com.mx 
Plaza Juarez 
www.plazajuarez.com 
La Nueva Opera Bar 
10 Avenida Cinco de Mayo 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Tel: 011-55-5512-8959 
Le Faena 
49 Venustiano Carranza 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Tel: 011-52-5512-3077 
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Plasma Studio 
Ulla Hell 
Sesto. Italy 
www.plasmastudio.com 
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Dwell / Blu Dot Design Competition 

You Could Design 
The Next Classic. 

The Dwel I Lounge 

Good design is good, and now good design is in your hands. In an open competition 

Dwell and Blu Dot invite you to design the ultimate lounge chair. We'll be looking 
for something comfortable, sustainable, efficient , honest, and affordable. Just 
submit your design with an official entry form by July 2nd. We'll pick three finalists 
and debut the prototypes at Dwell On Design San Francisco on September 15th. 
With our seal of approval, one winner's chair will go into production and iorn the 
Blu Dot collection at ICFF in 2008. 

For the official rules, prizes, and a downloadable entry form, 
visit www.dwell.com or www.bludot .com. 

dwell 

• • 



I Houses We Love 

San Candido, Italy, sits nestled 
just miles from the Austrian 
border in the awe-inspirin1 
Dolomite Mountains. Where 
trad1t1onal alpine houses are 
de rigueur, the architects at 
the local Plasma Studio and 
adventurous homebody Stefan 
Holzer are bucking the trend. 

I Story by Aaron Britt I Photo by Cristobal Palma 

When Stefan Holzer, a 36-year-old clerk at a mountain· 
sports store in the German-speaking, Alpine Italian town 
San Candido, finally decided to move out of his parents' 
house (Italians often stay at home until marriage), he did 

so in a rather unorthodox way. Instead of whimpering 
through a tearful goodbye and hitting up Mom and Dad 
for the cost of a U-HauJ, Holzer convinced them to give 
him the top floor of their traditional mountain abode. 
But in lieu of just moving the TV upstairs, Holzer held an 
architecture competition, eventually choosing Plasma 
Studio-based in London, England and Sesto, Italy- to 
design a new living space, which was completed last fall. 

Though the black steel and exposed limber of the 

Esker House, as it was dubbed, is a radical departure from 
the modest white-and-wood fa\ades of its neighbors, 
it has everything to do with the majestic milieu of the 

Esker and Ye Shall Receive 

Dolomites: An esker, a term typically reserved for paleo­
geologists, is a serpentine ridge of gravelly and sandy 
drifts formed by glacial streams. 

"It really stands between the mountains and the urban 
environment," says Plasma Studio architect Ulla Hell, 
who's native to the area. The central spine of the roof 
slopes down toward the spacious deck, both as a reference 
to the surrounding mountains and as a practical drainage 
measure. The Esker House's segmented exoskeleton only 
enhances what Plasma Studio saw as a aparasite" effect 

(one wonders if Herr und Frau Holzer felt the same way). 
"Stefan wanted something different from the traditional 

house," says Hell. "He personally expressed a dislike for 
any kind of conventional roof geometry." How did the 
e lder Holzers hold up during construction? "They were 
very patient," Stefan reports. • 






