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In your recent Milan report ("Special Design 
Report: Milan," September 2007), the Worker 

sofa that we developed with Hel la Jongerius 

appears in the " ugly" category. While I disagree, 

I am aware that one can have different opinions 

in aesthetic matters. On t his level I would 

be interested to know whether you-or your 

reporter- have seen t he actual product or just 

a photo and, in case you saw the real thing, 

why you find it to be ugly. 

What I f ind inappropriate and offensive is 

the comment "Shame on you, Hella." Shame 

implies betrayal, not just error. As you use t he 

famil iar " Hella," I assume that you know her 

personal ly and t hat you know her work. In this 

case you would also know t hat she is uncompro

mising and sincere. She would never do anything 

she does not bel ieve in. So, what should she 

be ashamed of? To have designed something 

you happen not to l ike? 

The comment "We'll give the designers 

some props for actually convinc ing the suits to 

produce that stuff" j ust proves that you- or the 

person who wrote this comment-have no idea 

of the design process at Vitra. It is a long process 

in which designer and producer are intensely 

involved. The result is a common one. There 

are no suits involved that have to be convinced 

by the designer. 

Rolf Fehlbaum 
Chairman, Vitra 
Basel, Switzerland 

Several months ago, I was saddened by the fact 
that I was seriously considering cancel ing my 

Dwell subscription. I have been an avid reader 

since nearly the beginning but was start ing to 

feel that every issue was a repeat of a former 

issue or j ust too similar in most every respect . 

It also came across as more of a periodical for 

architects to show off their work rather t han a 

cross section of the marketplace. I am happy to 

say that during t he past few months I fee l that 

a new vital ity has been breathed into the issues. 

A more varied array of homes is being shown 

as wel I as a larger breadth of topics. One great 
example is the Ghanaian home shown in the 

September issue ("An Inna-Native Approach"). 

Pamela H. 
Mill Valley, Californ ia 

My design-junkie friends and I love Dwell and 
look forward to receiving it each month, so much 

so that we actua lly meet up for brunch just to 

chat about the gorgeous homes, cutt ing-edge 

design, and we! I-composed articles. We argue 

and laugh and admire and covet- it's a great 

t ime. However, we've recently come up with 

a new game: Which picture, story, or item is so 



overly precious or pretent ious or j ust so wrong as 

to constitute a joke perpetrated on Dwell 's reading 

publ ic? For the September 2007 issue, here's 

where we called you out: After heated argument 

{and second Bloody Marys all around), the collec

t ion of cal ipers on page 60 {Connecticut Country 

makes a modern ist comeback?) was narrowly 

edged out by the full-sized picture on page 161 

of...a tree. Great design, trees. 

Hope you don't mind a set of devout modern

ists having a little fun at your expense-we're 

huge fans of Dwell. 

William Bryan 
New York, New York 

I have been subscribing to Dwell since the 

beginning and have every issue. Periodically, I try 

to [get rid of) the old issues, but I just can't. The 

past two years or so have been very disappoint

ing and discouraging for me. I felt your magazine 

had lost its voice and the original target audience 

t hat I felt I was a part of. I love modern design in 

al I aspects but have no patience with t he preten

sion most of it had taken on in your advertising 

base. To make matters worse, I t hought Dwell 

had sold out to become the Architectural Digest 

for t he Modern World. Gui lt by association. To 

my delight it looks like the direction you are tak

ing has brought Dwell back to the core va lues 

I subscribed for in the first place. Please keep up 

t he good work! 

Steve Knapheide 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Since the first issue of Dwell, there has been 

much to rave about and l ittle to fuss over (SUV 

ads aside). However, as I was midway t hrough 

the September 2007 issue I t urned to t he fu ll

page image of a hanging skinned animal carcass. 

This is a magazine about architecture, green 

design, and respect for the environment. It's 

not about food, and I am sorely disappointed 

and disgusted over this shock-value photo. Even 

meat-eating readers must have been surprised 

{at least it doesn't hide where meat comes from, 

is that your point?). As a vegetarian for ethical 

and humane reasons, not to mention t he absurd 

amount of ecological damage that must happen 

to produce one hamburger, I am appal led and 

saddened by your choice to be antagonistic. Show 

me a knife that cuts a ripe tomato. 

Wit h a heavy heart at the loss of a love, I ask 

you to cancel my subscription. I certain ly wi ll not 

be giving any for Christmas presents. 

Elizabeth Rittmeyer and Family 
Ojai, California 

As a reader and fan of your magazine, I was 

d ismayed by t he lack of criticism in your cover-

age of Tokuj in Yoshioka's straw wall instal lation 

at Moroso's Via Pontaccio showroom during 

Milan's Design Week {"Special Design Report: 

Milan," September 2007). The installation 

by Yosh ioka is a blatant r ip-off of Haze (2003) 

by New York- based artist Tara Donovan. 

Donovan is widely known for her sculpture 

and large-scale installations constructed of 

intri cate matrices of common materials such as 

Styrofoam cups, Scotch tape, pins, toothpicks, 

f ishing line, rubber bands, and straws. Haze 

is a wal l construction of clear plastic straws of 

varying lengths, stacked to create an undulating, 

honeycomb surface. 

Donovan's work was constructed and exhibited 

in Los Angeles at ACE Gallery in 2003, and 

once again in 2005 at the Museum of Contem

porary Art, San Diego, obviously predating both 

Yoshioka's recent Morose installat ion and his 

2006 Remembrance instal lat ion. 

The idea of artists working simultaneously in 

similar ways and sharing common materials is 

no great surprise. But this instance stands out 

to me as a particularly egregious example of one 

artist co-opting another's practice for commer

cial gain. I fee l confident that anyone famil iar 

with Tara Donovan's work would agree. 

Benjamin Provo 
Los Angeles, California 

I'm not sure why a magazine like Dwell has to be 

based in San Francisco wit h its QVC dollhouse 

architecture. But it's a bit much when its San 

Francisco- based editorial staff resorts to infan

t ile Los Angeles bashing. In his article on Andy 

Lipkis {"Tree's Company," September 2007), 

Aaron Britt sits smugly on his 21st-cent ury 

perch and cal ls William Mulholland the ult imate 

eco-villain because his engineering marvel has 

brought water to mil lions of Angelenos for a cen

tury. We shal l overlook San Francisco's desecra

t ion of John Muir's favorite Sierra valley for t he 

same purpose. However, since we are hopelessly 

parochial in our epistemological outlook, Dwell 

would do well to explore early 20th-century fasci

nation wit h technology in giving us a perspective 

on our own. There was an era when irrigation 

and dams were icons of man's achievements. 

They provided hope for our future in the same 

way that Andy Lipkis's TreePeople does today. 

Hakha Mortezaie 
Los Angeles, Cal i fornia 

Your piece on t he use of large photos to br ing 

the "outdoors" in {"Walls Gone Wild ," Sept 

2007) had a rat her catty air to it but, compared 

to the typical movie review in the New Yorker, 

was stil l rather nice and well mannered; no one 

wi ll want to kill themselves. Of course, we .,. 
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I Letters 

wouldn't expect Dwell to find such things attrac

t ive, but the worst aspect I could see about most 

of the efforts was t hat t he furniture often lacked 

imagination. Of course, my other thought was, 

where can I get one of those' You see, unable to 

have a Dwell environment myself ( I did once live 

in a Craig El lwood Case Study in Hol lywood), 

I have gone the other direction and bui lt a free

stand ing t iki hut in my bedroom- I even have 

a bl ue sky. I have given a lot of considerat ion 

to having the Tonga Room [www. tongaroom. 

com] thunder and ra in effect , but so far haven't 

been able to f igure out how to avoid the mildew 

effect. But a nice scene of a beach. or a tropical 

waterfal l on the wall that is supposed to be the 

porch- now that just might do it. People tend 

to react the same way on seeing it for the first 

t ime: "I know you said you'd built a t iki hut, but 

I wasn't expecting an actual l1ut.·• 

Paul Tominac 
San Francisco. Ca lifornia 

Editors' Note: While the photos in that article 

were indeed rather tongue-in-cheek, please note 

they were not the work of Dwell stylis ts. but 

rather photographs by the artist Thomas Wrede. 

Thank you for the great Frances Anderton 

interview with the ever-fascinating Richard 

Koshalek (June 2007) and the insightful and 

i lluminating Raymond Neutra essay about 

his compl icated father (" Neutra Terr itory, " 

July/August 2007) . I l1ad a serious crush on 

Raymond when he was 18; this essay confirms 

my good taste. 

Ann Videriksen 
Los Angeles, Californ ia 

I was pleased to read the article on Edward 

Kil l ingsworth ("Opdahl Remastered," July/ 

August 2007) and the remastered Opdahl house. 

Two years ago, I was one of a lucky number of 

designers who stayed at t he Kapalua Bay Hotel, 

and we all commented on the simple and elegant 

architectural composit ion and structural forms. 

If only the newer resort projects around the world 

possessed the same rigor and design finesse 

displayed at Kapalua Bay. The hotel has since 

been demol ished, but I hope the lessons learned 

by designers from that architectural gem will 

reappear in i uture creat ions. 

Douglas Wittnebel 
Walnut Creek. Californ ia 

I have never written to a magazine before, but 

after reading your July/August cover story 

("Opdahl Remastered"), I couldn' t resist. Back 

in i958 I saved a magazine article on th is house. 

30 Dwell November 2007 

and sti ll have it. I could not throw away the 

art ic le; it st il l is my iavorite house after al l these 

years. I was only a teenager then, but I stil l find 

that house exciting. The magazine art icle back 

in 1958 is about 12 pages with many photos. 

I would l ike to send them to the new owner. It 

was wonderful to see a young guy excited about 

a piece of mid-century architecture, and giving 

it new l ife. 

Al Moffat 
Baldwi nsville. New York 

I worked for Killingsworth, Brady & Smith in 

i 962, the year that the Kahala Hilton was 

designed. It was my first rea l professional job. 

and I st i ll have vivid memories of their spectacu

lar office, where an oak tree grew in through a 

wall of the draft ing studio and out the roof, drop

ping occasional debris on my drafting table. As 

the most junior member of the staif . in addition 

to c leaning the reflect ing pool I was the one who 

kept track of the ent ire set of working drawings 

tor the Ka ha la (every I ine and letter of which 

was hand done in those pre-CAD days). Your ten 

facts about Ed Kill ingsworth should have stated 

that Waugh Smith was very much involved in t he 

design of the Kahala. Ed would sequester him

self in a back room to do houses for individual 

clients, but the hotel design included much of 

Waugh's input as well. 

At the end of 1962, one week after the catered 

Christmas dinner for staff . held in the draft -

ing room, which was decorated and specially 

illuminated by the part ners. Ed and Jules Brady 

assembled us to say that Waugh was leaving

and a th ird of us were being fired . There 's surely 

a story there about why they spl it. but I don't 

know it. I do know that Ed was a prima donna. 

My job also inc luded making prints on the cheap 

office copier . which leaked ammonia fumes 

and leit me half blinded wi th tears af ter every 

use. If I brought in a copy I had run too last and 

hence made too dark. he cursed, crumpled it 

up, and threw it at me. Not something Waugh 

would have ever done. 

Christopher Adams 
Berkeley, Cal ifornia 

I wanted to thank you for printing a well-written 

and insightful article on Black Mountain College 

("Higher Education. " July/August 2007). I was 

quite taken aback when I init ial ly saw the piece. 

Just last weekend I had a conversation with my 

board co-chair and we discussed what a good 

match an artic le about Black Mountain Col lege 

'NOuld be lor Dwel l. 

Despi te its short li fe. Black Mountain College 

deserves a place in the pantheon of progressive 

education. What happened at Black Mountain 

College impact ed educat ion, architecture. and 

almost every arts-related field. It is also notable 

that the college was one of the first in the south 

to desegregate. When Alma Stone Williams was 

admit ted in the summer of 1944, a full ten years 

before the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education 

Supreme Court dec ision, f ull racia l integrat ion 

was practiced in the c lassroom. dormitory, and 

dining hal l. 

In addit ion to the websi te for the Black 

Mountain Col lege Museum + Arts Center 

(www.blackmountaincol lege.org). I would sug

gest that anyone interested in the school 

check out the Black Mountain College Proiect 

(www.bmcproject.org), which was compiled 

by independent scholar Mary Emma Harri s, 

and Fully Awake, a new documentary fi lm 

on Black Mountain Col lege by Cathryn Davis 

Zommer and Neeley House (www.ibibl io.org/ 

bmc/bmchomepage.l1tml). 

Bobby Gold 
Co-chair 
Board of Directors 
Black Mountain College Museum+ Arts Center 
Ashevi lle, North Carolina 

The July/August 2007 issue of Dwell is one 

of your best ever, partially because I am such 

a fan of mid-century modern ism ( I've just 

completed a review of NorCalMod by my friend 

Pierluigi Serraino) and also because I know both 

Raymond Neutra and Barbara Neski. Long ago, 

before I switched careers to architecture, I was 

a cabinetmaker and a furn it ure maker in New 

York. During the 1970s I built work tor several 

of Barbara and Julian's projects. A couple of 

years ago, Raymond showed me the piece oi his 

you have included in th is issue. It's great to see 

it made avai lab le to a wide audience. 

The article on Black Mountain College was 

also fasc inat ing, and the picture wi th Varda 

sitt ing up in the tree priceless. One point I'd like 

to clarify: The author describes the i948 perfor

mance of The Ruse of Medusa as a " happening." 

However, that term was not coined until a decade 

later (some say it was invented by Al lan Ka prow 

in 1957). The word real ly came into its own in 

t ile early 1960s, something I can attest to since 

I am old enough (sigh) to have part ic ipated in 

a 1ew at the t ime. 

Miltiades Mandros 
Oakland, California 

I hesitated to write a response to your "Phoenix 

Envy" (July/August 2007) travel story because. 

as a Phoenician and editor of a local modern 

design magazine, I figured I was simply too close 



to the subject to form an objective opinion. Then 

I began thinking about how your artic le com

pletely missed the mark on th is city. Yes, it's car 

dependent, and yes, the best burger comes from 

the Welcome Diner-but there is a new breed 

of modern architecture brewing here and a stag

geringly high level of commitment by t he creative 

class to make t his a model 21st-cent ury c ity. 

The Mondrian's restaurant was designed by 

a Los Angeles designer for a New York company. 

How is that a representation of how we do it 

in Phoenix? (Plus one photo was incorrect ly 

captioned.) Bruder mentioned the beauty of 

the Ari zona Biltmore resort- why not show 

that grand lobby? Or t he Hotel Val ley Ho? It's a 

mid-century-modern resort recent ly redesigned 

by an Arizona architecture f irm that's located 

down the block from t he resort its·elf. Now 

there's a Phoenix story wort h tell ing travelers! 

I have always enjoyed your travel features 

and appreciate the insider's perspect ive. But 

" Phoenix Envy" read l ike a laundry list of plugs, 

and is being viewed as a missed opportunity by 

many members of the local architecture and 

design community. Readers would have gained 

more from less of a list and more from meaning

ful, insightful descriptions. 

David Tyda 
Phoenix, Arizona 

In regard to your Kitchens 101 (July/August 

2007): Most of the basic concepts of kitchen 

design originate with Frank Gilbret h, a builder 

and efficiency engineer who developed Motion 

Study (which is very different from Taylor's Time 

Study). Gilbret h developed the basic concept of 

the work center, including many key ideas-such 

as variable counter heights and work f low, and, 

more general ly, the careful observation of how 

people actually do work. After his death, his wife, 

Li l lian, applied these concepts to t he home and 

the kitchen. It would be interest ing to explore 

the re lationship between t heir work and that 

of Margarete Schutte-Lihotzky, but the concepts 

originate with Gilbreth. This work is also the 

foundation for accessible design and ergonomics, 

fields in which Li l lian was also a p ioneer. Studies 

at Cornel l in the early '50s, known as the Cornell 

Kitchen, expanded on th is work. My work in this 

fie ld leans directly on these two sources. 

The work triangle of the Small Homes Counci l 

should not be viewed as a positive breakthrough. 

It's really a dumbing-down of much more inter

est ing and powerful ideas. It was used as a quick 

check for evaluating the design of FHA-funded 

homes after the war, to make sure their kitch

ens were not completely nonfunct ional. Many 

genuinely bad kitchens conform nicely to its 

strictures, inc luding modern ist ones. It 's much 

better to go to the source, and more fun. 

Sam Clark 
Plainfield, Vermont 

It appears t hat neither Mr. Korhammer nor his 

client really do much cooking ("Open Sesame, " 

July/August 2007). Otherwise, the highl ighted 

three-foot-wide Corian surface might not have 

been designed to slide under the bui lt-in oven. 

One can only imagine t he disaster of having 

to hurriedly c lear t he chopping surface before 

opening the oven to remove an overly browned 

game hen from the take-out shop. 

Modern design is always a pleasure to look 

at. It's even more pleasurable when it func

tions wel l. 

John Young 
Novato, California 

Thanks to your photos on pages 88 and 90 

("Leave It to Beavers," July/August). I finally 

know what I have sitting in my garden (that 

is, besides just an extremely heavy piece of 

marble): It's the base to a Flos Arco floor lamp 

by Castiglioni. 

I bought it for $10 at an east Dal las garage 

sale about a year ago. The woman who sold 

it to me told me that it was the base of a lamp. 

and it st il l had attached the vertical metal piece 

that leads into the curvy part of t he lamp. I was 

amazed to see it in your magazine. I love to read 

every issue; I always learn something new. 

Michael W. Hubbard 
Dallas, Texas 

Correction: In our October 2007 issue, we l isted 

incorrect contact information on our Sourcing 

page for Christian Dean ( " Minneapolis, MN," 

p. 172). His phone number is (612) 872-2398, 

and his emai l is cdean@citydeskstudio.com. 

We regret the error. 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Let ters 

40 Gold Street 

San Francisco. CA 94133 

letters@dwell.com ~ 

An idea you never saw coming. 

With our Night Vision technology, you can see potential hazards up to 328 yards 
ahead - 1n the dark. Using an infrared camera. objects in the road are displayed 
before you. It's another visionary idea from BMW Learn more at bmwusa.com/ideas. 
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This twisted root used to belong 
to, and took shape at the hands 
of, lsamu Noguchi, but now 
resides in the backyard of eco· 
thinker Sim Van der Ryn ("The 
Sim," p. 112). It's far more 
than a simple sculpture-Van 
der Ryn actually got married 
under its arch. We can't think 
of a hipper chuppah. 
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Contributors 
Aya Brackett ("The Sim," p. 112) is a San 

Francisco- based photographer who enioyed 

her excursion to photograph Sim Van der 

Ryn at his sel f-proc laimed " hippie palace." 

Having grown up off the grid (with many 

hippies) in the mountains of Northern 

Cali forn ia, she appreciated Van der Ryn's 

simple way of living, his free-flowing 

design, and especially his apple trees. 

Among other magazines, Brackett has shot 

for t he London Telegraph Magazine, Martha 

Stewart Living, and Travel and Leisure. 

Dan Maginn ("Roll Out the Barrel," p. 132) 

is a principal architect at El Dorado Inc., 

an architecture f irm in Kansas Ci ty, 

Missouri. He doesn't think there is anything 

funny about rain barrels, storm water 

management, or global warming. He does, 

however. think it's pretty funny when dogs 

sit in the front seat of cars, calm ly looking 

forward, with their heads at approximately 

t he same height as their driver's-except 

when the driver slams on the brakes and t he 

passenger dog pitches forward and bops his 

nose on the dashboard. That 's not funny. 

Clayton Maxwell (" Free-Range Kickin'," 

p. 166) is an Austin-based wri ter who was 

forced to labor on the El Cosmico site 

before she could write about it. She now 

fantasizes about trading in her laptop for a 

tool belt and becoming a plumber in Marfa, 

Texas, where she knows she'l l be wanted. 

Cy Merkezas (" Home Sweat Home," p. 174) 

is an architect who divides his l ife 

between the restorat ion of monuments 

and mansions in Washington, DC, and his 

own handmade constructions amidst the 

mountains and Jorests of Floyd, Virginia. 

He does not view one locale as an escape 

from the other-just two intertwined worlds 

t hat al low common design ideas to be 

explored in divergent contexts. And despite 

appearances, he is not a masochist , but 

1s sti ll perplexed as to why building one's 

own house wit hout elect ri city or vehic

ular access has to be so physically t iring. 

Writ ing his account of t hese activit ies for 

Dwel I only served to dredge up memories 

of the pain and humil iat ion (and transcen

dent joys) of a do-it -yourself l ife. 

James Nestor (" No Grid in Sight ," p.144) 

is a writer living in San Franc isco. 

In preparation for his stay in the desolate 

high desert of southern Utah, Nestor 

walked around for hours wearing Dolphin 

shorts, a desert flap hat. a fanny pack, 

and an u nbuttoned linen shirt . This train

ing. it turns out, did not help him at al l 

in Utah. but did earn him a new name in 

San Francisco: Creep. 

Andy Reynolds (''Ride On!," p. 92) is a 

Seattle-based photographer. He doesn't 

bike much- photo gear is too big and 

heavy-but he's had a bike in t he shed 

and rides it now t hat his five-year-old 

daughter is learn ing to ride hers. His fond

est memory of biking is when he broke his 

left fi bu ~a on his Nishik1 10-speed right 

before a Scorpions concert and had other 

concert goers sign his cast. 

Jennifer Roberts ("The Sim:• p. 112) is a 

San Francisco wr iter and the author of 

three books on green homes: Redux, Good 

Green Ki tchens, and Good Green Homes. 

She's not sure what she enjoyed most whi le 

work ing on this story- Sim Van der Ryn's 

heady conversation about "eco-logical" 

design and the shift to local resource use, 

watching him col lect eggs from his large 

f lock of liens, or his gift of a vintage egg 

carton. She would l ike him to know that 

her four young chickens have started laying, 

and are now regularly keeping the carton 

Iii led with organic San Francisco eggs. 

Bruce St erl ing ("Another Green Wor ld ," 

p. 134) is a design crit ic, science-fict ion 

novel ist. and weblogging laptop gypsy from 

Texas who was last seen exiting Belgrade, 

Serbia, and bound for an extensive stay 

in Turin, Italy, the " Design Capital of the 

World," for 2008 AD. • 





I dwell.com 

No\VOnline 

It's all happening Down 
Under the Manhattan Bridge 
Overpass. On our guided 
walking tour you may see 
sights like these. 
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Podcasts 

Walking Tours 
Keep pace with the design 

world by downloading Dwell's 

podcast walking tours. You 

don't have to be a scenester to 

find the places that matter

from the back streets of Venice, 

Cal ifornia, to the newest design 

stores in Brooklyn 's DUMBO 

neighborhood-just let a Dwell 

editor be your guide. Charge 

your iPod, stretch your legs, 

and get walk ing. 

dwell.com/audio 



Simply unexpected. 
For these and other surprising home elements. visit a Lowe's near you. 

Let"s Build Something Together· 
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HEATH 
CERAMICS 

S I NCE 19 4 8 

HANDCRAFTI NG TI LE AND 

TABLEWARE IN SAUSALIT O 

FOR OVER 50YEARS. 

FACTORY STORE & SHOWROOM 

400 GATE FIVE ROAD // SAUSALITO II CA 

FOR WHERE TO BUY GO TO 

www. hea1hcero 1nics.com 

I dwell.com 

Otis by Swobo I $699 
www.swobo.com 

Ute by Kona I $799 
www.kona.com 

Video 
Design Leaders 
From the legendary architectural 

photographer Jul ius Shulman 

to off-the-radar and off-the-grid

architect Ken Isaacs (shown 

above), this video series zooms 

in on people who make a differ

ence in design. 

dwell.com/designleaders 

Slideshows 
Bicycles Built for You 
Say goodbye to planes, trains, 

and automobiles. This slideshow 

showcases a beauty pageant 

of bikes for al I types. Whether 

cruising in the country, haul ing 

groceries to the condo, or taking 

the kids to the city museum, 

there's an option out there 

for everyone to bring back that 
freewheel ing feeling. 

dwell.com/slideshows 

Dwell Daily 
Tech Blog 
Not keen on keeping up with 

technology at light speed? Let 

us abridge the bytes for you with 

our specialized tech blog, featur

ing new products and develop

ments for the pocket, the home, 

and the world. 

dwell.com/techblog 

C.opyr g ted IT'a c al 
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Alcove Sofa 
Design: Ronan & Erwon Bouroullec 

• v1tra. 
Please contact an outhorized Vitro Home retai ler for further information: Atlanta, GA RetroModern lretromodern.com) Baltimore, MD Home on the Harbor (homeontheharbor.coml 

Birmingham, Ml Aedis Design laedisdesign.coml Boise, ID Lotta for the Home llattashowroom.coml Chicago, IL Luminaire lluminaire.coml Denver, CO One Home (onehomedesign.coml 
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Victoria, BC Gabriel Roos (gobrielross.com) Washington, DC Apartment Zero lapartmentzero.coml Wilmington, DE Vassar Interiors lvassorinteriors.coml www.vilro.com 
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Light Box 
For Tad Beck, making a home out of a stolid, 
windowless warehouse meant opening it up 
from the inside out. 

My House 



I My House 

The kitchen, with Richlite 
counters and upper cabinets 
that reach to the ceiling, leads 
to a small dining area illumi
nated by a Plexiglas " Agave" 
lamp (above). 6 p.238 
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Tad Beck , an artist with a keen concern for the envi
ronment, is happy to talk about the features that make 
his new house green, including the solar panels on the 
roof and the bamboo on the kitchen floor. But he also 
has a way of focusing on what's really important. "The 
biggest green move we made was that we reused an old 
building," he says. 

Indeed, his new house in Los Angeles- which includes 
a pair of studios (one for Beck, the other for his part-
ner, fashion photographer Shawn Smith)- is an old 
warehouse building, largely unchanged on the exterior, 
except for a layer of charcoal gray paint and new front 
door. The outside is virtually windowless: The building 
abuts commercial structures on three sides and faces 
a busy street on the fourth. But inside, Beck, with the help 
of designer Riley Pratt, created a home around a luminous 
interior courtyard. The 10-by-12-foot opening, which is 
framed by four sliding glass doors, provides a semblance 
of California living-the suburban ideal of rooms extend
ing onto terraces- within an urban shell. 

The courtyard wasn't Pratt's only intervention. Fitting 
an apartment and two workable studios into a 2,800-
square-foot building required him to make full use of 
the building's r2-plus-foot ceiling height. Pratt lifted the 
apartment up on a four-and-a-half-foot-high platform, 
from which it overlooks the two workspaces. That way, 
the 900-square-foot apartment feels expansive, borrow
ing space, visually, from the two studios. (As a bonus, a 
vast crawl space under the apartment is used for storing 
eveything from tools to snowboards.) .. 

How to Make MY House Your Hou.se 

Curtain Call 
To make the bedroom seem ethereal
and far larger than its 12-by-12 dimen
sions suggest- Pratt designed a curtain 
that hangs on three sides, hiding closets 
to the left and right of the bed and pro
viding privacy when extended in front 
of the sliding glass doors. The bedspread, 
in charcoal with undulating turquoise 
stitching (www.foldbedding.com), recalls 
the folds of the curtain; the overall effect 
is of a place for f loating off to sleep. 

at 





J My House 

General Cluster 
Even in a wide-open loft space, it's 
possible to create cozy furniture groupings. 
In the living room, where Beck recl ines 
reading a Sharon Lockhart monograph, 
a grouping is formed by a couple of 
Eames chairs and a coffee table (made 
of t i les by Roger Capron) on what Beck 
calls a "quasi-psychedelic rug." The 
furniture clustering provides moments 
of intimacy in the otherwise open space, 
which moves throughout the kitchen, 
dining, sleeping, and living areas, creat
ing axial vignettes around the courtyard. 



A human touch'" massage chair feels better than the most comfortable piece 
of furniture in your home. Our patented massage system replicates the same 
techniques used by massage professionals. You' ll experience an invigorating 
massage of your neck, back and legs, promoting overall wellness, leaving you 
feel ing revived and recharged. Vb1t our online stowroom at huMentouch.colT' 

instructions: 
recharge 

human touch"' 
'" massage chairs 



I My House 

The couple's living room 
(which includes a flat-screen 
TV) overlooks Tad Beck's studio 
(below); art supplies are stored 
in niches that are invisible 
from the living space above. 
A hallway along the edge of 
the building provides an alter
nate route to the front door. 
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Bathed in Light 
A skylight over the middle of a room is 
a nice thing. But, as Riley Pratt demon
strates, using a skylight a long the edge 
of a room can help dematerialize walls 
and make an indoor space fee l especially 
luminous. Here, Beck's shower sta ll 
seems to cont inue right up to the c louds 
(the s kylight was installed so that its 
frame isn't vis ible from below). " It's like 
s howering outside," says Beck, an out
doorsy type who spends his summers in 
a house on a harbor in Vinalhaven, Maine. 

When Beck moved to Los Angeles to attend the Art 
Center College of Design, he traded in a sprawling loft 
on lower Broadway in Manhattan for a Hollywood 
bungalow and a separate studio, to which he biked miles 
each day. After three years studying, he was offered a 
teaching post at University of Southern California and 
was ready to buy a place. But Beck, who has moved from 
painting to working in still and video photography, 
and Smith, whose fashion photography needed room 
to maneuver, required two studios in addition to their 
living space, something a conventional house wouldn't 
likely provide. 

Encouraged by a USC housing program that gives 
grants to faculty who buy property in the communities 
bordering the campus, Beck started looking in areas he 
hadn't previously considered. He found his building, 
which was being used as an adult magazine warehouse, 
in the ethnically diverse North University Park neighbor
hood, next door to the site of one of the earliest docu
mented gay churches in Los Angeles. (It was destroyed 
in an arson fire in 1973, which Beck sympathized wi th.) 

Pratt added significant structural support to bring 
the building up to code, but the biggest technical chal

lenge was the courtyard. Los Angeles is not exempt from 
heavy rainfall, so to keep the glass-walled space from 
becoming a fish tank, Pratt designed a hardwood deck 
above what is essentially a giant shower pan, tilted down 
toward a comer drain. A small succulent garden (the 
couple asked each friend to bring a cactus to their house
warming party) on the deck also helps with drainage.• 
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do safer. 

Mythic™ paint introduces a 
revolutionary new paint line 
designed specifically to protect 
your health and the environ
ment. Traditional household paints 
contain cancer-causing toxins that can still 
be released into the air for years after drying. But now 
there's Mythic™ paint, a premium paint that offers legend
ary performance without the toxins or odor. It's stronger, 
safer, smarter paint. 

Mythic™ paint is based on breakthrough patented tech
nology that improves on latex paint at its core. It's been 
scientifically formulated to offer all of the premium qualities 
of conventional water-based paints without the need for 
toxic solvents. That means zero VOC's, zero harmful toxins 
released into the air and your home, and virtually no 
unpleasant odor when painting. 

Our advanced formulation 
means unprecedented 

performance. Mythic™ paint is 
fully.washable in any sheen and 

exceeds other national brands for 
durability. It goes on the wall easy, 

covers brilliantly, and provides a safe and lasting coating for 
years. All backed by a performance guarantee. 
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colors. We can also match colors from any other paint 
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guaranteed performance. All in a paint that's safer for the 
health of your fami ly, pets, and the environment. 
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J My House 

Except for adding a coat of 
grayish paint and stenciled 
numbers (below), Beck 
changed little about the 
building's fa~ade. But four 
new exteriors face an inner 
courtyard (right), with a cactus 
garden and a galvanized metal 
stairway to the roof. The teak 
slats contrast with the kitchen's 
bamboo flooring. 
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Stair Master 
There wasn't enough room for a conven
t ional stairway to t he roof deck, so Pratt 
chose an industrial model from Lapeyre 
Stair (www.lapeyrestair.com), a New 
Orleans- based manufact urer. Its alter
nat ing tread design makes walking up 
a cinch- even for Beck's Lab mix, Little 
Bear. Beck recalls that when he told t he 
company he wanted a stairway for his 
home, they weren't interested in sell ing 
to him. But he persevered and called back 
the next day and said he needed it for 
his warehouse, and the order went right 
through. Beck became accustomed to 
the difficulty of categorizing t he building 
as either res idential or commercial: 
Inspectors treated it as a home for some 
parts of the building code and as a 
workplace for others. 

A simple bedroom, lined with closets and anchored 
by a platform bed, sits on one side of the courtyard; a 
ceiling track allows the same curtain that conceals the 
closets to continue all the way a.round the room, creating 

an ethereal enclosure. On the other side of the courtyard 
is the kitchen, which Pratt designed minimally, using 

bamboo for the cabinets and floor, and Richlite (which 
is made of paper and resin) for the counters. Linking the 
kitchen and bedroom is the living room, where a huge 
built-in sofa (with storage for linens and DVDs under
neath the cushions) provides ample seating in what is 
otherwise a compact room. Beck carefully selected a few 
pieces of mid-century furniture, including an Eames 
lounge chair-his favorite perch-and a complementary 
rocker. A ledge supports a large-screen television on 
which Beck can view and show his artwork. 

From the apartment, s tairways lead down to the 

two studios: Smith's in the front of the building (giving 
models and stylists easy access from the street), and 
Beck's in the back. Adding to this one-story warehouse's 
multilevel feel is a galvanized steel staircase, which leads 
from the courtyard to the roof and creates a perfect place 
to sunbathe- except on the portion set aside for solar 
panels, which provide much of the building's electricity 

and hot water. (In summer, Beck says, "We get to watch 
the meter go backwards.") 

Pratt has given Beck and Smith a house where every
thing fits perfectly. "I look at the house and don't see 
a thing I want to change," says Beck. "And I can ride my 
bicycle to work." • 
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Dwell Home II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

CHENGdesign~ 

Cheng Design is the award-winning design 
firm led by Fu-Tung Cheng. In addition to com
missioned luxury home design and remodels, 

Cheng Design works with commerc ial architects, 
interior designers, contractors, and homeowners 
to fabricate their own concrete-based counter

tops, kitchen islands, hearths, and water 

featu res. Cheng Design also se lls signature 
kitchen hoods that reflect Cheng's uncom

promising craftsmanship and sculptural style. 
Cheng Design products can be shipped 
anywhere nationwide. www.chengdesign.com 

Zi]ENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air* offers a ful l line of bui lt-in appliances 

designed for the passionate home gourmet. For 
more information, visit www.jennair.com or call 
(800) JENN-AIR. 

lmlalhlalrlalml 
With offices throughout North America, Maharam 

offers a comprehensive collection of interior 
text iles, featuring innovative materia ls, iconic 
modernist designs, and timeless textures. 
www.maharam.com 

LENNDXJ 

When it comes to energy-efficient heat ing and 
cooling, the Dwell Home II has what it takes. The 

home wil l feature an innovative Lennox Customized 
Comfort System that delivers superior performance 

in the areas important to today's homeowners
comfort, efficiency, quiet operation, rel iabi lity, 
and cleaner air. For more information , visit 
www.lennox.com. 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the 
Autodesk" Revit" building design and docu

mentation system, purpose-built for building 
information modeling. Change anything, anytime, 
anywhere, and Revit coordinates the change 
everywhere. www.autodesk.com 

THE BOLD LOCK 
CT KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader 
in providing products of high design for the 

kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing 
trends and styles, Koh ler continuously strives to 
lead the way and set new standards for gracious 

living by creating products that wil l deliver years 
of performance and add beauty and value to 

people's homes. www.kohler.com 

• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing 

original design and innovation to the cei ling fan 
industry. The designs celebrate the modern id iom 
through mechanical simplification, geometric 
forms, and contemporary f inishes. The Modern 

Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century 
ceil ing fans. www.modernfan.com 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern c las

sics as well as home office seating through our 
nationwide network of consumer and onl ine 
stores. Visit www.hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 

(Qcaesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, 
Caesarstone quartz surfaces take concept to 
reality by creating the perfect blend of form and 
function. Visit www.caesarstoneus.com or call 
(877) 978-2789. 

II 
At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordi
nary furniture. Our unique modern designs and 

over-engineered construction form the foundation 
of our success, further supported by an extraordi
nary customer service staff. To see our complete 

line of lifestyle and AN furniture, visit us at 
www.boltz.com. 

For more information, please visit www.dwell.com. 

·. ~: . ' .~: .. 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC is a boutique 
design and development company that pro

duces f ine contemporary interior products 
for use in residential, office, and hospitality 
spaces. Chief designer Emma C. Gardner was 
the winner of a 2006 Best of Year award 

from Interior Design for her Joy rug. Based in 

Litchfield, Connecticut, the company offers 
its products t hrough select showrooms and is 

a proud member of the RUGMARK Foundation, 
a global non-profit organization working to 

end child labor. For more information please 
visit www.emmagardnerdesign.com 

Artemide· 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning 
design line in the lighting industry, offering 
decorative and architectural luminaires featur
ing the perfect balance between form, function, 

and performance. For more information, please 
visit www.art-emide.us. 

[ill] ~,~.Qf.O RTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs 

contemporary stain less steel entry door systems 
using the f inest quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. 

www.neoporte.com 

Room&Board 
Excellent design is timeless, not driven by trends. 
Our home furnish ings are inspired by great move

ments in furniture design and created for modern 
lifestyles. We combine c lassic, simple design, 
f ine craftsmanship, natural materials, and afford
able prices to offer outstanding va lue. 
www .roomand board .com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's 
f irst ful l hybr id SUV. For more information cal l 
(800) 301-7430 or visit www.fordvehic les.com/ 

escapehybrid. 
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The world looks to S1ka Sarnaf1I for green roof water

proofing solutions. Sika Sarnafil draws upon its 40 
years of green roof experience in Europe and North 
America to provide you with a membrane system 

solution engineered to keep your structure watertight 
under the most demanding conditions. Sika Sarnafil 

is your source for roofing and waterproofing peace 

of mind. www.sarnafilus.com 

SIEMENS 
Siemens u l traSense~ laundry system. German

engineered, the ultraSense'" washer and dryer 
feature the most advanced technology on the 
market, allowing you to wash more clothes than 
ever before at home, including cashmere, silk, 
and active wear. ww·1.s1emens-home.com. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and 

worldwide distributors of George Nelson Bubble 
lamps, the 1950 fiberglass shell chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website 

at www.modernica.net or call (323) 933-0383. 

{3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HO T 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for 
tankless technology. Our tankless gas water 

heaters provide endless hot water while saving 
money and space. www.noritzamerica.com 

Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad tor 

great international designers. It offers a wide range 
of products in four collections. Collezione and 
Sistemi focus on the production of custom-made 
furniture; Progetto Oggetto features home furnishing 

accessories; Mondo is a series of pieces which 

reinterpret the hand-made style with a cosmopolitan 

approach. Some Cappell ini products are exhibited 
in the world 's premiere museums. In 2004, 
Cappellini became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting 

the project for a "new qual ity centre" backed 
by the private investment company Charme. 
www.cappellini.it 

-Form-Function 
CONTEMPORARY LIGHTING 
We'll show you the most fun you can have with the lights onl 

WWW.FORMPLUSFUNCTION.COM I 1.800.264.0057 

Co_~~~~?~~~~~? A~t;,;.;~d·e·· Inga Maurer· Tee~ Lighting • F/os • Luceplan ·The Modern Fan Co. & more 



\ Off the Grid 

Designed by Matt and Tina 
Ford, the Shade House condos, 
starkly clad in concrete and 
weathered wood, might seem 
rather incongruous in a 
neighborhood of charmingly 

decrepit bungalows. But Matt 
says with pride that in fact 
locals find his project very 
appealing. "The old style and 

the very new work together," 
he states. 

I Story by Amara Holstein \ Photos by Jack Thompson 

A bird flying over Houston, Texas, sees only a sprawl· 
i ng canopy of trees. It seems the perfect nesting place for 
creatures both avian and human alike; unfortunately, 
the green ends at the tree line. All of those leafy branches 
shade a city that appears to care little for sustainable 
design, with cars that chug gas by the low-mileage gallon 
and oversized houses that dominate the persistently 
expanding cityscape. 

Houston does have the occasional odd bird-including 
some more interested in bucking trends than broncos. 
Matt and Tina Ford, for example, have been building for 
years with their firm Esplanade Homes. Recently they 
decided to create a series of affordable townhomes aimed 
at buyers who couldn't afford ground-up construction, 
yet still craved earth-friendly elements. Under the auspices 
of their new company, Shade House Development, the 
Fords bought, designed, and built on a lot in an historic 
neighborhood called the Heights. "It has an eclectic side 
to it," explains Matt. "In other neighborhoods, all you ~ 

Houston, We've Solved a Problem 
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From your foyer 
or front door . .. 

Signature Series 
(in Bright Brass) 

Enjoy enhanced security, total convenience, and incomparable ambiance. 
Explore the many ways to accent your decor, create the right light for any 
activity, and showcase your beautiful home. Link Homeworks to security 
and other smart home systems. Choose from a variety of styles, colors, 
finishes, and fabrics. 

From your nightstand ... 
Wireless Tabletop Keypad 
(in Satin Nickel) 

Bring your dream to light. Let our certified Homeworks 
professionals design a system that's just right for 

you. Call today ... 1-877-2LUTRON or 
visit www.lutron.com. 

(Products shown actual size) 

Hc>me -- Away -- 'Garage 2 

;:::~LUTRON® 
DlJ[QJ 

© 2007 Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. From your car ... Car Visor Transmitter 
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I Off the Grid 

Weathered wood tempers the 

gray stucco siding and provides 
a pleasant refuge in the com
munity garden space (right). 
Inside the condos (below left), 

the Fords' penchant for rescuing 
and renewing is in evidence. 
From the many refugee animals 
that contentedly lounge about 

the house, to the salvaged gym 
floors in the kitchen, to the 
recycled metal railing and the 
stair treads in the hall (below 
right), everything has been saved 

from destruction and reused. 

86 Dwell November 2007 

see are McMansions. Here, people are restoring old 
bungalows." Only five minutes from downtown, it's an 
area where Matt's brand of modernist design is welcome. 
"People would give you a hard time if you built a stucco 
Mediterranean here, but the old style and the very new 
work together," he says. 

To integrate the Shade House into its surroundings, 
the exterior features a combination of raw concrete and 
exposed wood (reclaimed lumber) that complements the 
existing concrete structures of the neighborhood. Beneath 
the exterior cladding and the roof is a clever energy
saving solution: radiant barrier house wrap. The wrap, 

which looks just like tin foil, repels radiant heat and 
bounces it righ t back into the atmosphere- a breath 
of fresh air in Houston's torrid summers. 

Since so much of life in this city revolves around 
beating the heat, the Fords have made keeping cool while 
keeping green their top priority. "As much as 3 7 percent 
of heat gain can happen in the attic air ducts," Matt 
explains. He moved the air-conditioning ducts from the 
attic into the house's interior and attached them to an 
energy-efficient furnace, keeping costs lower and making 
the necessary evil of air-conditioning less of a polluter. 
In addition to a clever roof temperature control system, 
the houses are capped off with Cool Tone shingles, which 
reflect more light (and heat) than their traditional counter
parts. The five units measure between 1,600 and 2,200 

square feet- diminutive by Lone Star State standards
but as Matt puts it, "The greenest thing you can do is 
a tight design." 

Though Shade House does some serious environmen
tal heavy lifting, the interiors were envisioned to be 
clean, calming spaces. Some of the units have river rock 
walls at their entrances; others have ladders in a Joh .. 

C.opyr g ted IT'a c al 



MAJESTIC FORM. PURE BRILLIANCE. 

DISTINGUISHED 



I Off the Grid 

Naturally subtle tones 
predominate in the bathroom 
(right), with Walker Zanger 

stone floors complemented by 
sanded concrete walls and 
dark mahogany cabinets topped 
by a slab of white marble. In 

the living area (below), the 
family's dogs Kirby and Forest 
commandeer beds that Matt 

custom designed for them, 
enjoying the view of the trees 

floating outside the floor-to
ceiling windows reflected in the 
recycled steel-frame mirror. 
6 p.238 
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space that lead to wraparound roof terraces, where 
residents lounge on deck chairs and tend to stalks of 
potted bamboo. Tina chose gray and brownish-green 
hues that soften the otherwise stark walls, and Matt 
created a smoothly curving wall in the living area that 
holds the bathroom at the widest part of the arc to 
counteract all the straight lines. 

If the wood floors look vaguely like the basketball 
court at your high school, with different colors inter
spersed within the grains of maple, it's because they're all 
recycled gym floors from nearby schools. The counter
tops and stairs are also wood, these purchased from a man 
who runs a tree-trading program: Matt gives him old 
trees that are cut down when he clears lots, then buys 
them back as lumber for construction. 

But perhaps the most enchanting lumber on view is 
just outside: Floor to ceiling windows provide panorama 
views of the actual trees. Walking around the complex, 
one of the residents of the other units will invariably ... 



Radiant heating by Uponor makes your With no furnace, it's quiet and dust- free. 

whole house comfy and cozy. It circulates It'll even save on energy costs. If that 

heat under the floor, so it's warm where doesn't inspire passion, what will? For 

you are. There are no drafts, no cold spots. more informat ion visit uponor-usa.com. 

uponor 



I Off the Grid 

Unlike most Houston yards, 

there's no grass to cut around 
these houses. Instead, the 
garden is gravel interspersed 
with low-maintenance plants 

like black bamboo, agave cacti, 
and foxtail ferns. Set inside 
concrete and steel planters that 
the Fords made themselves, 

the landscaping also hides 
protruding air conditioners. 

The Mighty Ducts 

Houston's summers are almost unbearable, 

as anyone who's ever experienced its humidity 

and relentless sun can attest. Few would 

even consider a place without air-condition

ing, so Matt devised a plan to help reduce 

the need for artificia l cooling. 

The centerpiece of his solution is a tech

nology he calls Sun-Flow. Based on the idea 
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that "the majority of cooling that houses do 

is to fight heat coming in through the attic," 

he explains, he increased the size of the 

cavities in the roof rafters to move more air 

through them. Each cavity has access to a 

large vent, and as temperatures rise, the hot 

air vents out through a series of airshafts 

and channels. As a fina l step when it really 

greet you with a cold bottle of beer, and "suddenly all 
the other tenants will be outside," Matt says with a laugh. 
He's pleased with the sense of community that's devel
oped, one he carefully cultivated through his design. 
Because the units are densely packed on a small lot, he 
turned each of them inward to face an interior courtyard. 
A lack of fences makes the outdoor area feel larger than 
it is, and proves an excellent spot for late-night parties, 
which are lit and powered by a large solar panel that 
collects sunlight during the day. 

The project has been so successful that the Fords are 
already starting to build a second set of Shade Houses. 
But perhaps most telling is the pride the Fords and their 
daughter Daisy feel in the project. Already a green 
proponent, "we hear Daisy explaining how solar works 
to other kids," Tina says. And recently, the three moved 
from their rambling Victorian home into one of the 
two vacant units, "in order to downsize and live even 
more environmentally consciously." • 

gets hot, rooftop solar panels power up fans 

that attach to the sides of the houses, and 

blow air out of the attic whenever the sun 

makes an appearance. 

The result is that hot air never makes its 

. unwelcome way into the house, so there's 

significantly less need to crank up the air 

conditioner. - A.H. 

C.opyr g ted IT'a c al 



Bollom left: 
# 6059 bathtub --
#. 6059S wood skirt 
I! 0475 bathtub filler 
# 4600 washbasin 
# 0510 faucet 

Bottom center and right: 
Ii 6052 washbasin 
# 6052C 1 wood vanity 
# 0114SPSX faucet 
# SP 1 22 mirror 
# 6054 toll cabinet 

LACAVA. 

SUAVE REFINED SOPHISTICATION AND UNDENIABLE CHARM 



J Dwell Reports J Story by Chelsea Holden Baker J Portrait by Andy Reynolds 

I 
• 

As the bike industry begins to meet the growing demand for practical, 
sensible bicycles tailored to commuting and urban outings, the time has 
never been better to get back that freewheelin' feelin'. 

In 196os-era Amsterdam, white bikes could be found 
scattered about street corners, free for the riding. Unfor
tunately, the urban idealism that led to the city share 
program rusted faster than the bike frames; people 
responded to "free for the taking" but not to "returning." 

Spurred by concerns about pollution and congestion, 
several U.S. and European cities are now reviving the 
idea, with help from new technology that holds riders 
accountable for a bike's return. In July, Paris and New 
York both introduced bike-share programs, but with 
different degrees of commitment. Paris rolled out 20,000 

bikes to be used in perpetuity; New York made 20 avail
able for a five-day experiment. The Paris program was 
sponsored by the city government; the New York pro
gram was sponsored by a group of architects, planners, 
and designers and a nonprofit gallery. 

In the United States, pay-as-you-go city car shares, like 
Zipcar, work on the same principal as bike shares, but 
have gained more traction. Zipcar reports that people 
who sell (or simply don't buy) a personal automobile 
to join the use-only-as-needed Zipcar collective reduce 
their driving by up to 50 percent and utilize the "most 
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efficient" means of transportation- including bikes
to close the gap. Heralded as a solution to parking prob
lems, congestion, and pollution, car shares make up one 
wedge in the plan to reduce the number of vehicles on 
the road (itself a small slice of the global warming puz
zle), but they are hardly a solution to all our problems. 

But don't hang your head just yet. Even Byron, our 
bicycle expert, still owns a car. The biggest impediment 
to a robust bike culture in the United States is the lack 
of infrastructure to support enjoyable bike commutes. 
That will require a critical mass- and not necessarily 
a heated mob swarming city streets for a renegade Friday 
commute- to decide that biking is a way to take control 
of, and enjoy, your life. While the car is at the core of 
American culture, so too is the pursuit of happiness. 
As Byron says. "When you don't have to sit in traffic, or 
circle a parking lot just to get a cup of joe, you begin to 
realize how liberating bikes are." .,.. 

For inspiration, pick up the documentary Contested Streets 

or the book How to Live Well Without Owning a Car and visit 

dwell.com/blog for Bike Hugger's extended commentary. 

A Note on Our Expert: 
D.L. Byron is the principal 
of Textura Design, Inc., 
a Seattle firm that specializes 
in business blogging, and 
the publisher of Bike Hugger, 
a blog about bike culture. 
Byron's ongoing design study 
in urban transportation 
(documented on Bike Hugger) 
gave birth to Bettie, a husky, 
but attractive "SUB," or "sport 
utility bike." Technically, 
Bettie is a Surly Karate Monkey 
29-inch-wheeled frame, with 
a Stokemonkey electric motor 
assist and an Xtracycle hitch
less trailer, but she's also an 
investigation into how finding 
the r ight bike for your life can 
make a car seem impractical, 
even unnecessary. 
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J Dwell Reports 

I 
Alta 

Single-speed city racer by Alta I 
www.altabikes.no I $911 (665 
euros) I Unisex: medium and 
large sizes; white and yellow 

Expert Opinion: Single speeds 
reduce maintenance and focus 
on the r ide. Alta is market ing 

what bike messengers have 
been bui lding for years. It's 
modern, design-y, and well 
done, like the BMX bike you 

had as a kid: nothing to break, 
just ride it to get a Slurpee. 
The single speed is not to be 
confused with a fixie (fixed 
gear), which doesn't have a 

freewheel and is mostly braked 
by your legs. In biking cu lture. 
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r iding one says, "I 'm so freakin' 
good, I don't need brakes." 

What We Think: This bike 

says, ''I'm at least as good as 
a messenger." Because it's 
stripped down, it's light enough 
t:o haul up a few stori es. The 

handlebars are its signature 
feature, meant to put you in 
a power stance to c harge uphil l 
and dodge t raffic. The work 

of a Norwegian col lective of 
graphic , furni ture, and product 
designers with an ad agency, 

it's f it for the streets, and your 
wal l. Anyone who says they're 

not buying it for looks is lying. 

Puma 
8-speed Urban Mobility (semi
folding) by Puma with Biomega 

and Vexed Generation I 
www.puma.com I $1,600 I 
Unisex: one size; steel gray 
and ribbon red 

Expert Opinion: Folding bikes 
are incredibly popular abroad. 
Europeans use them on t rains, 

and they're easy to store in 

smal l apartments. The Puma 
has an interesting feature: Trne 
cable suspension also serves 

as a cable lock (meaning that 
i f anyone messes with your 
lock, the bike essentially auto
dest ructs; but as long as you 're 
the r ightful owner, Puma will 

Surly 
Long Haul Trucker by Surly I 
www.surlybikes.com I $929 I 
Unisex: one size: utility blue 

Expert Opinion: This is a great 
commuter bike, but my favor ite 
is Surly's Big Dummy frame, 
which is a production version 
of a sport utility bike frame tllat 
I'm bu ilding Bettie 2.0 with. 

A cyclist can order the Big 
Dummy from their local shop 

and customize it with compo
nents of t heir choice-great 
for date nights, taking the kids 

to school , or getting dinner. 
When a bike accommodates 
your l ifestyle better you rely 
on a car less. 

come to the rescue). It's the 
fu ll package of form and 

function, and it's cool. 

What We Think: You won't have 
to pop a wheelie to take your 

bike on the elevator, and you 
might make a few friends on 
the trai n; folding bikes, espe
cial ly ones the same size as 

a " regular" bike, are still a nov

elty on Main St., U.S.A. With 
a Biomega frame, gears by 
Shimano, and chunky tires, you 

can take on potholes as well as 
San Franc isco-style hills. And 
when pesky Vespas swerve into 
the bike lane, disc brakes give 

you excellent stopping power. 

What We Think: If you have 
the gumption to go for it, we 
support t he DIY et hos behind 
building a bike off of a frame; 

that 's how Surly started after 
all . While you can buy simple 
framesets for all of their styles, 
they also make complete bikes 
for instant gratification. One of 
the few compan ies that didn't 

succumb to the the aluminum 
or carbon-fiber-frame fad, the 

all-steel construction of Surly's 
Long Haul Trucker won't rattle 
your bones and is sure to stand 
the test of time; or as Surly 

would say, the test of 20 beer 
runs or 200 hundred mi les, 

any given Sunday. "' 

at 
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Bi omega 
Biomega AMS 8-Speed bicycle 
by Jens Martin Skibsted for 
Design Within Reach I 
www.dwr.com I $1,200 I Men's 
medium and large, in silver; 
women's small and medium, 
in Indian beige 

Expert Opinion: The AMS 
[as in Amsterdam] is built for 
getting around town. It featu res 
a shaft drive, internal gears, 
and fenders. Basically it's the 
perfect hipster's grocery-getter. 
The simplicity of t he shaft drive 
is attractive, and the fact DWR 
sel Is it appeals to the creative 
professionals, and hopefully 
inspires them to r ide. 

Novara 
Novara Transfer by REI I 
www.rei.com I $5991 Unisex: 
15 in. and 13 in.; red 

Expert Opinion: You can tell 
that commuters designed 
and built this bike. It's ful l of 
well-considered features and 
specs like reflective tire side
walls, a hub-generated front 
light , and a loud bell. If you're 
ready to bike commute, the 
Transfer is ready for you. It's 
also got internal gears for low 
maintenance, plus bomb-proof 
rims, and platform pedals that 
let you just hop on, even with 
a big briefcase and grocceries. 
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What We Think: The bike's 
designer, Jens Martin Skibsted, 
g ives an apt analogy for the 
Biomega: It's like a Mac com
pared to a PC. Sure, there are 
more technical bikes out there, 
but this is an intuitive, smooth 
r ide that never freezes or 
requires a nerd to fix. And 
because it has internal gears, 
all those creative professionals 
don't need to worry about 

getting grease on their skinny 
jeans. Although the bike is 
pricey, Design Within Reach 
delivers on reliable quality. 
Considering that we love Macs 
and clean pants, we're big 
fans of this bike. 

What We Think: While the 
price tag is lighter than the 
other bikes, the Novara is 
heftier; however, seven gears 
give it plenty of flexibi lity for 
a 33-pounder. The fact that 
i t comes completely kitted-out 
means that it's not an acces
sories trap; al l you have to 
do to get going is put on a 
helmet (not spandex). Bicycling 
magazine named the Novara 
the best commuter bike in 
2006. It's defin itely the most 
b ike for your buck, but being 
stuck with maroon and white 
feels a bit like being trapped 
in our old varsity letter jacket. • 

Brompton 
Brompton folding S-type I 
www.bromptonbicycle.co.uk I 
$1,149-$1,995 / Unisex: one 
size; 16 colors 

Expert Opinion: The best thing 
about the Brampton is that you 
can gatecheck it like a stroller 
when flying. It's super easy to 
fold and has been refined and 
dialed in over the past 30 
years. Many Brampton users 
don't carry locks. They just fold 
it and either carry it or store it. 
While the Puma is urban , the 
Brampton is a commuter and 
travel bike. The biggest dif
ferences are the size and the 
Puma's bui lt-i n cable lock. 

What We Think: Whi le the 
Brampton brand may be the 
butt of biker's jokes (it's rather 
like its British mate, the Mini, 
in that sense), the S-type-
for "sporty"-has a sl ightly 
more aggressive stance than 
other Brampton models. It 's 
also the lightest. While it may 
not be the best bike for basket
ball players, it's a completely 
viable option for train/bus-plus
bike trips, and still cooler than 
a Segway. The 16 colors are 
enhanced by 13 color options 
for the fork, rear frame, handle
bar, and stem, so even with 
al l stock parts you can claim 
it's customized. 
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CaesarStone 

\ 

' ~ 

cr-caesarstone" 
Quartz Surfaces 

Visit caesarstoneus.com or call 877.9QUARTZ 



I Nice Modernist I Story by Michael Cannell 

Broolclyn Renaissance 
Thanks to a group of young Brooklyn architects, an 
immigrant neighborhood untouched by gentrification 
gets low-income housing with high ideals. 
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If you travel east through Brooklyn- beyond Bedford
Stuyvesant, Bushwick, and Brownsville-you eventually 
come to East New York. While the rest of Brooklyn is 
swept up in a giddy renaissance of bistros and brownstone 
renovations, East New York is home to some of the city's 
poorest residents. This is the end of the line in more ways 
than one, a district of abandoned cars and Chinese take
outs with bulletproof glass. 

Imagine the locals' surprise at Glenmore Gardens, two 
complexes comprising five modem buildings with 
cedar- and-corrugated aluminum siding completed this 
spring on Glenmore Avenue and around the comer on 
Van Siclen Avenue. 

"Everybody stops and stares," says Gary Gilchrist, 
an immigrant from St. Vincent who won a city lottery 

that allowed him to buy one of the homes for $329,000 ... 

In the scrappy neighborhood 
of East New York, the design 
firm Della Valle Bernheimer 
built five buildings for low
income homebuyers, including 
one belonging to Shahan and 
Junnatul Rastgir (above). 

-,. 
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IF YOUR GUESTS 
DON'T VOTE YOU 
BEST HOST ON THE BLOCK 
DON'T BLAME US 
We all know one of the most enjoyable parts of buying new furniture is sharing it with friends and 
family hosting a party - so set the table, l ight the candles, and open a bottle of wine because you 
can be sure your new BoConcept furniture will create the perfect atmosphere this holiday season 
- just don't be too surprised if your home becomes the new party spot because everyone else is 
too embarrassed to host now! 

Li 

Dining table, $1, 899 

CA: Santa Monica • CT: Milford • OC: Georgetown • FL: Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Tampa • HI: Honolulu 

-
Dining chair, from $399 

MA: Cambridge • NJ: Livingston, Paramus• NY: Carle Place, Chelsea, DUMBO, Madison Ave, Scarsdale, SoHo, Upper East Side 
OK: Oklahoma City • PA: Philadelphia • TX: Dallas, Houston •VA: Tysons Corner • CANADA: Vancouver 

For franchise opportunities please contact franchise@BoConcept-USA.com. www.BoConcept.com BoConcepf 
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I Nice Modernist 

"The other day two ladies asked me, 'What 
kind of a house is that?' They'd never seen 
anything like it." 

100 Dwell November 2007 

Della Valle Bernheimer designed 
two of the hve structures them
selves and hired three other 
young firms-Architecture 
Researc Off1, Bn Knowles 
and Lewis.T>urumak1.Lew1s
to do the rest. The homes were 
built for $108 per square foot 
using cedar paneling and cor
rugated aluminum arranged 
horizontally to correspond with 

the vinyl siding of neighboring 
homes (above). Residents 
including Fen Qi-Huang and 
Guo-Feng Jiang shown with 
family nem ~ 

and Amelia and Lynette Deroy, 
(bottom left) have found a 
strong sense of community, 
in addition to first rate design, 
at Glenmore Gardens. 



If it were any more real, 
you'd be worried about your 
location on the food chain. 
Only Bang & Olufsen can create a home theater system so thrillingly 
real, you'll forget you're still at home That's because our Be0Vis1on 7 
sight and sound technology transports you right 111to whatever you're 
watching. You won't just feel you're there, you II be tht>re Come 1n 

and experience a home theater so remarkable, you'll ur1derstand 
wiiy you can satisfy your wanderlust Just by clicking the remote 
Find you nearest Bang & Olufsen showroom at 800 531 9873 
or v1s1t www.bang-olufsen com 

Exper nee OL r 1ew '- O" LCD Home Theater Solution 
MSRP: Starting at $13,250 

BANG &OLUFSEN &8 
Some Call It Custom ... We Call It Bang & Olufsen. For more information about our nationwide network of Custom lnstallat1on Certers v1sr www banq·o ufsen com 
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I Nice Modernist 
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"The other day two ladies asked me, 'What kind of 
a house is that?' They'd never seen anything like it." 

Five years ago, New York asked for proposals to start 
replacing the dwindling stock of low-income homes. 
The winning bid came from Della Valle Bernhcime r, 
a young Brooklyn design firm that co-developed the proj
ect in collaboration with ET Partners. "We wanted to find 
work for ourselves, but we also wanted to do something 
socially beneficial," says Andy Bernheimer. 

Rather than design all five structures themselves, 
Bernheirner and his partner, Jared Della Valle, took the 
helm on two and assigned the other three to other young 

firms- Architecture Research Office, BriggsKnowles, and 
Lewis.Tsurumaki.Lewis. Della Valle likes to call it a "do· 
gooder Sagaponac," referring to the subdivision of high
end homes by well-known architects in the Hamptons. 

They agreed on a common mix of materials primarily 
comprised of fiber cement panels, renewable cedar sid
ing, and recycled corrugated aluminum. The aluminum 
refers to the borough's industrial past, and its horizontal 
pattern echoes the vinyl siding of neighboring homes. 
Each semidetached 2,200-square-foot home includes 
a small downstairs unit that can be rented out to help 
pay the mortgage. 

Gilchrist and the other buyers were selected from 
more than 2,000 applicants. In the evenings they sit out 
on a modem version of the traditional Brooklyn stoop or 
gather in the generous family spaces configured around 

open kitchens. Like the best of the old Brooklyn neigh· 
borhoods, Glenmore Gardens is becoming a community. 
"We're all drawing closer together," Gilchrist says. "We're 
neighbors now, no matter where we came from." • 

Working in one of the city's 
most crime-ridden areas, the 
architects tried to balance 
the neighborly bearing of 
traditional brownstones with 
the need for security. Olateju 
and Bosede Ogunremi (right), 
for example, can look out on 
the street from the safe remove 
of a third-floor balcony. 





Mom's cranky. 

Dad's irritable. 

The kids are grouchy. 

Everybody needs counseling. 

With an architect. 

How living quarters are designed can enhance quality of life. AIA architects 
assess things like usage patterns, flow and privacy needs to design spaces 
that work for the whole family. Whether you need to expand, remodel or build 
from scratch, call an architect early. So you all can enjoy home sweet home. 
To find an AIA architect, visit www.aia.org. Good design makes a difference~ 
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OF ARCHITECTS 

The AIA is celebrating our 150th year with the Blueprint for America initiative to help create more livable communities. Learn more at aia150.org. 
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A century ago, owning a brick henhouse was a real 
coup of a coop, something oniy well-to-do farmers could 
afford. At least this is what I'm told, as I pass the tidy, 
low-lying brick shelter that houses Tryon Farm's clutch. 
I'm inclined to believe it: The roosters here possess 
a regal air (they're massive) and the hens seem happy 
to haunt such a handsome roost. And well they should. 
Tryon Farm is an exemplary model for conservation
minded real estate development-a place where the 
chickens come before the eggs (they provide ambiance 
as well as the makings of a mean omelet), and land 
preservation is tantamount to growth. 

The ecology in Michigan City, Indiana, where Tryon 
is located, and the nearby Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore is one of the most d iverse in the country, and 
the ponds, dunes, and forest that thrive within the bor
ders of Tryon are maintained and preserved by the Tryon 
Farm Institute, a nonprofit conservancy. Homeowners 
pay taxes solely on their home but contribute a flat rate 

I Story by Amber Bravo 

to the maintenance of communal land, occasionally 
chipping in with a bit of the labor as well. (On this par
ticular visit, a number ofresidents woke up early to help 
clear out overgrowth in the prairie.) But what truly dis
tinguishes Tryon from other conservation communities 
and the bulk of new development in Michigan City 
is that its progressive development strategy is coupled 
with progressive architecture. 

At Tryon, the best omelets are whipped up by resident 
and proprietess Claudia Geise in an 1890s brick farm
house that has been converted to a bed-and-breakfast. 
Ironically enough, those who consider buying the mod
ern homes here-small Cor-Ten steel boxes and berm 
houses scattered in the woods and dunes-find them
selves at home among the B&B's antique lace and florals. 

A member ofTryon's old guard, Geise chats with 
guests about the farm and construction. She was among 
the first to purchase a home in the community's Farm 
Settlement, which is centered around the original • 

I Context 

The communal garden in the 
Farm Settlement (inset, left) 
acts as a meeting place for 
Tryon residents; a farmstead 
loft- with its traditional 
barn-like form and modern, 
idiosyncratic details- can 
be gleaned beyond this com
munal space. The houses in 
the Garden Village settlement 
(inset, right) illustrate how 
Tryon's housing typologies 
correlate to their surroundings; 
in this case, the structure lies 
low to the ground and its colors 
corresponds to those of the 
surrounding meadow. A long 
view of the Tryon barn (below) 
from the working alfalfa fields 
preserves the historically agrar
ian character of the farm. 
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~ntext 
Garden House I 
Dune Settlement 
Eight 1,400-square-foot homes 
are sited in a natural clearing 
south of the dune ridge. Clad 
m half Cor-Ten steel, half cedar, 
the structures carry on a dia
logue with the houses rn the 
Woods Settlement, where 
Cor-Ten is a prevalent material. 
The Garden House has a flat 
roof and a deck with livrng 
space below. The decks allow 
residents to enjoy the old
growth trees that grow along 
the dunes to the north. 

Pond House 
The 1,800-square-foot Pond 
Settlement houses are bermed 
on two sides, allowing plenty 
of light to penetrate the livmg 
space. The berms, which act 
as buffers between neighbors, 
are planted with rye and alfalfa 
and are seeded with wildflow
ers. Planted container roofs 
continue the natural line of the 
berm and can be arranged to 
form pathways. The contamer
based green roof (below) allows 
for a normal load-bearing roof 
construction. 
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farmhouse, outbuildings, and communal garden. Of the 
three completed housing clusters, known as "settle
ments," the Farm was the first, and the buildings here 
most closely resemble traditional agrarian structures. 

"It was nothing romantic," says Geise, of her intro· 
duction to Tryon eight years ago. "I just stopped for gas." 

Geise's cool, matter-of-fact demeanor melts at the 
mention ofEd Noonan, Tryon's primary developer, 
who helped Geise realize her dream of owning a B&B. 
Geise, like nearly everyone who has fallen in love 
with the spirit of the community and the land at Tryon, 
first fell for Ed and Eve Noonan. 

Since the Noonans bought the land in 1990, they have 
poured heart and soul (and about half a million dollars) 
into turning the farm's 170 acres into a working sustain
able development, complete with a natural wetlands 
sewage system, which operates independently of a 
municipal system, and biophllic berm houses that are 
embraced on all sides by wildflowers and native grasses. 
One hundred and fifty homes will dot the landscape 
when Tryon is fully built, but the Noonans' plan calls 
for three-quarters of the land to remain undeveloped. 

"We're a little elderly to be doing this," Eve says, 
without a hint of irony. While it's true that many people 
in their 70s wouldn't dare take on a 30-year mortgage, 
the Noonans are anything but elderly: Ed's sly, youthful 
air is touched with a knowing, sage-like quality. And he 
seems to wear his heart on his sleeve. (Literally. For much 
of the visit he's been wearing a sweatshirt with a red 
heart stitched to one sleeve.) He's a softie with a strong 
vision- though, he says, he couldn't pull it off without 
Eve, who he insists truly softens (and sweetens) what is, 
at the end of the day, a real estate deal. 

Almost half complete as of summer 2007, Tryon's 
74 homes are an exercise in site planning and context. 
The houses range from approximately $150,000 to 
$soo,ooo and from 625 to about 2.400 square feet, and 
come in a variety of models with structural names like 
Flat-Top, Round-Top, and Broken Long House, each with 
integrity enough to give subdivision housing design a 
good name- no small feat. Through two firms, Edward 
Noonan Associates and the ro-person Chicago-based 
Chicago Associates Planners and Architects, or CAPA, 
Ed acts as both architect and developer for the project. 

Tryon's specific mission tends to attract a self-selecting 
group of residents who share similar beliefs; more often 
than not, it's the small differences that divide them. For 
instance, some residents may be concerned with invasive 
plants, while others are more interested in the architec
ture and care less about maintaining a specific ecology. 
Thus, differences arise as to where and how communally 
pooled money is invested back into the property. 

I get a sense ofEd's perspective of the place as we drive 
around Tryon on a particularly soggy June day- the 
windshield wipers lazily sloshing in time to a languid 
tale about Tryon's communal garden, which turns 
out to be more of a parable: When Tryon started out, the 
communal garden was modest and everyone worked 
on it together. It was so successful, they decided to ... 
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To see more ShowHouse designs, visit ShowHouse.Moen.com. 



I Context 

Tryon Farm 
Site Plan . 
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Design Christophe Oeicoun & Jer6me Gauthier, Spinnaker collection. Oak stain, Lande finish, Ginger leather with vanilla stitching. Iron tube legs upholstered with lealher (sellier manner). Solid oak bracing. 
Horizontal panels and frame oak veneer. Available In the same collection: bookcase, dining table, buffet. side box and cockta1l 1able. Tie Break modular sola upholstered in Elegance leather (t02 colors available). 

Multiple units available: armless chair, corner, squared ottoman, lounge chair, 3 seat units. 
To purchase our "Les Voyages" catalog or to locate the Roche Bobois store nearest you. call 1 ·800-972-8375 (dept 100). 
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I Context 

Garden Village House 
The Garden Village Settlement 
houses are small (825-square
foot interior space) and feature 
semi-enclosed gardens that 
make up 35 percent of the total 
living space. The settlement 
was designed to be community 
oriented. The gardens act as 
a filter between the meadow 
on one side and the neighbor's 
house on the other and, in lieu 
of a yard, al low residents to 
personalize (and privatize) their 
outdoor space. 

Flat-Top House I 
Woods Settlement 
The 1,200-square-foot houses 
have two-story screened 
porches, which capitalize on 
the beauty of the surrounding 
trees. The Cor-Ten steel siding 
develops a patina over time 
and beautifully complements 
the natural environment. 
The houses blend well during 
the growing season and con
trast sharply against the snow 
in winter, In autumn, residents 
immerse themselves in the 
turning foliage. 
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make it bigger, but the bigger it got, the more burden
some it became, and eventually it went to seed. So the 
community switched to personally allocated raised beds, 
which have been more su ccessful: "Now people weed 
their own, and then they go weed their neighbors', but 
they wouldn't weed a common garden. I think that's 
one of the biggest problems with community life," Ed 
explains, "Whatever is yours I accept, whatever is mine 
I accept, but whatever is split is hard." 

Ed and Eve are the first to admit to the difficulties 
of operating a community where land and labor are a 
shared expense. "It's more interdependent than a regular 
subdivision- but it is still a subdivision," says Ed. "We 
have to break that territorial imperative of the lot." Ever 
since it started, the community has been self-governing, 
with homeowners having equal votes, regardless of the 
size of their home, and so far it appears to be working. 
Since opening in 2001, Tryon Farm has retained nearly 
every resident that has bought into the development. 
Most re-sales are generated by people upgrading within 
the community. 

Whatever its trials, Tryon Farm's community spirit 
remains. On Saturday evenings residents gather in the 
garden for cocktails, and during the summer they screen 
movies on the side of the barn. CAPA also hopes that 
the newest settlement, called the Garden Village, will 
improve community relations by acting as a social hub. 
"It's supposed to be the central part of the farm where 
you come in and you've got a lot of diversity and it's 
more communal [in its layout], whereas some of the 
Woods houses are sort of secluded," says CAPA's onsite 
manager Scott Kuchta. "We hope that that's going 
to attract possibly younger people, but at least younger 
in mind-set." 

Righ t now Tryon grows and harvests only livestock 
feed, but Ed and Tom Forman, CAPA's head planner and 
designer, set aside land for a community-supported 
agricultural farm in Tryon's early planning stages, should 
there ever be an interest in setting one up. "If somebody 
were to come along and say, 'I'd like ten acres,' we'd 
say, 'Hey, use it, we won't charge you for it, if you take 
care of it, and make good on it, and support community
supported agriculture,'" Ed explains. 

He likes to barter. According to Ed, a handshake 
and his word are as good as any written contract. This 
live-and-let-live attitude has served Tryon well and has 
helped soften the edge of the rough-and-tumble world 
of real estate developmen t. As architects Dawn Heid 
and Gary Beyerl can attest, Tryon is all for fostering 
an independent creative spirit: Ed has encouraged the 
architects to build three homes of their own design 
(respectful of the Tryon aesthetic). Ed's attitude is that 
positive, community-minded endeavors- be it with 
farming, social events, or architecture- bring the same 
benefits to the communi ty that conscientious site
planning and ecologically sensitive building bring to 
the natural environment. They allow it to thrive.• 
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I Conversation I Story by Jennifer Roberts I Portrait by Aya Brackett 

"In this fear-based society, people are afraid to ask, What are your aspirations? 
What is your vision? But not to ask those questions is foolish and irresponsible. 
I get hired to be the provocateur, to ask the questions that others are afraid to ask." 
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I Conversation 

For decades Sim Van der Ryn's name has been synony
mous with design that's in tune wit h nature. His career 
has included stints within the establishment, including 
professor of architecture at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and California State Architect under Governor 
Jerry Brown in the late 1970s. 

But Van der Ryn is also known for his collaborative 
countercultural experiments in sustainability, includ
ing the Farallones Institute in rural Sonoma County, 
California, as well as Berkeley's Integral Urban House
named by Fine Homebuilding as one of the 25 most 
important houses built in the U.S. since Jamestown. More 
recently, the Solar Living Center in Hopland, California, 
stands out among his many design projects that seek 
to connect buildings to the cycle and flow of nature. 

In 1939. when Van der Ryn was four, his family fled 
Holland to escape the advancing Nazis. Few members 
of the large Jewish family who remained in Holland 
survived. As a boy, Van der Ryn sought solace from his 
family's grief by spending countless hours immersed 
in the natural world that thrived in the weedy vacant 
lots near his home on the outskirts of Queens. Looking 
back, he believes that's where the seeds of his life's work 
began to germinate. "When you escape one holocaust, 
you don't want to be part of creating another," he writes 
in Design for Life: The Architecture of Sim Van der Ryn 
(Gibbs Smith, 2005). 

We talked at Highland House, Van der Ryn's "old 
hippie palace" (as he describes it), which sits on a ridge 
butting up against the wild lands of Point Reyes National 
Seashore, 40 miles north of San Francisco. 

In the Van der Ryn-designed 
Life Expression Wellness Center 
in Sugarloaf, Pennsylvania, the 
reception and waiting areas are 
housed in a daylit wing with a 
curved green roof planted with 
sedum (near right). The Integral 
Urban House reported on a 
demonstration project showing 
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how ill city household's inputs 
and outputs of energy, food, 
and other resources could be 
localized. Though out of print 
and nearly three decades old, 
the book (far right) still stands 
as one of the best guides to 
urban sustainability. 

You were trained as a modernist at the 

University of Michigan in the 1950s. How 

did you get from modernism to practicing 

what you call eco-logic design? 

In school , I did a design project for a 

museum. This was in Michigan with rain and 

snow, so my design had a sloping roof with 

eaves. I'm pract ical, and I'd already had 

construction experience by t hat point. But 

the professor said the sloping roof and eaves 

weren't acceptable. My design did have lots 

of glass- I learned that much. But I had 

to learn much later about where to put glass 

on a building. 

They didn't teach you about solar orientation 

in architecture school? 

[Laughs.) No. Some schools still don't. A lot 

of schools put ideology ahead of common 

sense. I don't have an axe to grind about 

modernism. A lot of people don't understand 

what modernism was about, although it's 

now close to 100 years later. It represented 

an overthrow of the old order-of patriarchy, 

hierarchy, the Hapsburg Empire. It had 

a strong social ist component. There was a 

lot of hope t hat technology and social ism 

would solve our problems. 

It didn't quite work out that way. 

Modernism had a huge effect on the shape 

of our cities: All t hese glass towers and cur

tain walls- [theyl are giant heat collectors. 

I do f ind some quite beautiful, like the Lever 

House. But most don't make much sense 

from an environmental point of view. I'd like 

to see what Phil ip Johnson's energy bi l ls 

were for his Glass House. 

Where do you start, from an environmental 

point of view? 

My first criterion is place. Putting ideology 

first is just wrong. I'm arguing for common

sense solutions that fit p lace and need. 

When you look at buildings today that are 

being labeled green or sustainable, what 

makes you feel hopeful? 

The hour is late. [Pause.) It is good that 

people are waking up to t he toxicity of mate

rials, conservi ng resources, health, indoor air 

qual ity, and other commonsense things l ike 

dayl ight . But what about spirit? A building's 

got to make you feel good. If you don't feel 

comfortable in a build ing, what does that 

say? We' re wired- at least I'm wired- to 

see l iving th ings. Biophil ia is a very strong 

influence in my architecture. 

Biophilia isn't something that comes up 

much within the mainstream green con

text. There's no box to check for a LEED 

[Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design) credit for biophilia. 

There are plenty of smart people behind 

the U.S. Green Bui lding Council , but we 

have to get beyond LEED. 

Is there a danger that green building may 

get stuck there, that we'll consider LEED

certified buildings good enough? 

We can't stop t here. Rating systems like 

LEED are j ust t he mechanics. Metrics are 

important, but there has to be vision and 

leadership. In a way, this preoccupat ion with 

rat ing systems becomes an excuse for the 

status quo. 

What' s holding us back? 

In this fear-based society, people are afraid 

to ask, What are your aspirations? What is 

your vision? But not to ask those questions 

is fool ish and irresponsible. I get hired to 

be the provocateur, to ask the questions that 

others are afraid to ask . ... 
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I Conversation 

Van der Ryn started work on 
Highland House (lop) in 1972 
by building a pole-barn struc
ture adjacent to an existing 
1950s cabin. He connected 
the two buildings with a pyra
midal roof supported by a long 
12-by-12 salvaged redwood 
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beam. The cabin was replaced 
in 1990 with a Japanese-style 
pavilion that holds kitchen, 
dining, and living spaces. Van 
der Ryn muses that "maybe 
a dream is to make our houses 
more like living landscapes, 
with minds of their own." 

If you were an architect living seven gen

erations from now, what would you have to 

say to architects working today? 

Seven generations from now, architects wi ll 

be asking: What the hel l were they thinking? 

Why were they building these bui ldings? 

What was their worldview? 

So what are people to do today if they' re 

designing a house and trying to think about 

global warming impacts? We don't know 

what climate change has in store for us. How 

do we factor that in to how we design today? 

The most important thing is to not assume 

that conventional infrastructure l ike elec

tricity, water, sewer, and so on are going to 

be operat ing al l the time. 

The Katrina lesson? 

Yeah. I have grid-intertied solar here, so 

I'm screwed. What I probably ought to 

do is put in enough battery-operated solar 

so I could at least operate our well. 

Most of us don't live on five rural acres like 

you have here. What's possible at the urban 

or suburban scale? 

[When I was a professor at UC Berkeley,] 

I asked questions that no one was asking 

of the students. The f irst thing I'd have 

students in t he freshman class do is go find 

out where your water comes from, your gas 

comes from, your electric ity, your food, 

where the sewage goes. We would take field 

trips and literal ly do those things. And then 

we said, let's [design] a house and see if 

we can disconnect it from Safeway [grocery 

store]. disconnect it from East Bay MUD 

[the local water util ity], disconnect it from 

PG&E [the local gas and electric ut i lity). 

That's what became the Integral Urban 

House-the Berkeley Victorian that you and 

others transformed into a model of sustain

able urban living? 

It was an experiment, not saying we want 

to be survivalists. but [wanting) to see what 

resources we use, where they come from, 

and to what extent we can local ize them. 

Thirty years later this question of relocalizing 

our resource consumption finally seems to 

be getting some traction. 

We need to f ind smaller appropriate local 

scales for basic resources. In areas that have 

significant sunshine, that would be an argu

ment for having local solar grids where-yes, 

maybe it's tied into the big system-but if 

the big system goes down, there's a substa-

tion and you can redistribute it local ly. There 

are various options, solar isn 't the only one. 

In some areas it could be district heat. par

ticularly in urban areas. And local catchment 

for water. At least deal in the local watershed 

if there is a watershed rather than importing 

it f rom so far away. It's common sense. 

The movement is really growing in Northern 

California and many other regions for local 

food prodU1ction. 

Al l these systems need to be broken down 

into smaller scales- water, energy, food. 

And waste too. All my household's organic 

waste goes to my chickens. We have Recycle 

Circus here once a year in West Marin 

[County), where everybody brings their old 

junk and other people can pick through it 

and take what they want for free. Now we're 

talking about getting a permanent local 

free f lea market rather than having Waste 

Management haul it off to a landfill in 

a remote location. 

So it comes back to place, to learning to live 

well in place? 

In terms of global warming, t hat's going to 

be crucia l because some of these large cen

tral systems are not going to be functioning 

re liably due to fue l shortages. unpredictable 

weather, and so on. Some of them are not 

functioning now. In this area, it's heartening. 

Marin County schools are serving more food 

that is organic and local. In West Marin, we 
have a commons group. One problem here is 

that the [National) Park Service [which 

manages Point Reyes National Seashore) 

is operating with an obsolete not ion about 

what their mission is. [Even before Europeans 

arrived), none of th is was wilderness. There 

was a large Miwok population. 

They were cultivating the land? 

And burning the brush. The Park Service 

wants to restore al l th is marshland near Point 

Reyes. I think that's good, but what I'm 

pushing for is to take this farm that they're 

buying right on the edge of town and work 

with the community to make it a demonstra

t ion of how we can have food production and 

at the same t ime have the marsh restoration. 

They're not mutually exclusive. The Park 

Service is operating under th is model that 

nature is good, people are bad. 

Yet we are nature. 

That's the fundamental issue. When particu

larly the West really groks that and acts on it , 

that would be the nature of a big shift. • 

at 
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Bohemian Rapson 

Though an architect's reputation rests upon what 
gets built- and occasionally on what doesn't-it's rare 
that one is remembered for the more quotidian aspects 
of making buildings: entering compet itions, instruct ing 
young architects, building models, drawing. Though 

Ralph Rapson's eight decade career as one of the U.S.'s 
most visible proponents of the International Style-
he designed the original Tyrone Guthrie Theater in t 
f..linncapolis. Case Study I louse ll4, and the U.S. emba 
sics in Stockholm and Copenhagen-is enough to place 
him on the map of 20th century American architecture, 

any account of his legacy would be incomplete without \ 
considering him as a draftsman. 

Rapson makes precise architectural drawings with 
sharp lines and a savvy sense of perspective, and though 
the technical merits o f his draftsmanship arc clear, the 
characters t ha t people h is renderings conjure an 1mex
pectcd dose of soul. Like a da Vinci drawing ta rted up 
by James Thurber, one half ex peels a punch line beneath ~ 

I Story by Aaron Britt I Archive 

Rapson and partner Johan 
Van der Meulen established 
a beachhead of American mod
ernism deep i n Scandinavian 
territory with their 1954 U.S. 
Embassy in Stockholm (above). 

The lively sketch (below) shows 
an American family at work 
and play in Rapson's unbuilt 
Case Study House #4. 

Novembet iqo~ Dwell 119 



I Archive 

120 Dwell November 2007 

each sketch in lieu of the standard architects' mark. 
Collegiate types in checked pants, blousy broads with 
vampish cigarette holders, and the occasional helicopter 
whirling above populate his drawings and lend the 
wholesome brand of modernism a human touch. More 
than simply rendering a lobby or a chair or a house, 
Rapson's drawings express the promises mid-century 
modernism was making to postwar America: leisure, 
affluence, and the sophistication and utility offered 
by an expansive new kind of design. 

"I see people as animated parts of the building," the 
93-year-old Rapson says. "Whenever I'm designing a 

building or a piece of furniture, people become a strong 
part of my general approach. The design process isn't 
just about bricks and stones; for me it's also about the 
people in a building and how I expect them to live." 

Rapson was born in Alma, Michigan, in r9r4; when 
he was an infant, a deformity caused his right arm to be 
amputated at the elbow. Drawing soon became his main 
form of expression-a way of talking through imagery. 
After an early brush with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin, 
Rapson found his formative home, and a two-year schol
arship, working at Cranbrook Academy of Art beneath 
Elie! Saarinen and alongside his son Eero. Together they 
worked for Saarinen the elder and on projects of their 
own, eventually winning a r939 design competition for 
a new fine arts center at the College of William and Mary. 
"Cranbrook was a very exciting, dynamic place where 
I met and worked with guys like Charlie Eames, Harry 
Bertoia, and Harry Weese,'' Rapson recounts. "But the 
William and Mary competition put me on the map as 
one of the new design personalities, if you will." 

As more commissions came his way, Rapson was 
invited to take part in one of modem architecture's most 
influential programs: the Case Study Houses. In 1945 
John Entenza, editor of Arts tr Architecture, asked Rapson 
to design a practical, attractive, modem house in Los 
Angeles in hopes of sparking a revolution in postwar 
residential design. 

Though 25 Case Study Houses were presented, 
Rapson's Case Study House 1t4-or the "Greenbelt House" 
as he called it-was never built. Imagining it as a boxy 
single-story house with an open floor plan, Rapson 
chopped the structure into two glassed-in halves with a 
wide swath of green space between them. His drawings 
show women at work in their greenbelt gardens and men 
at play in lounge chairs en pleine air- a sanitized glimpse 
(gender roles intact) of the n uclear family for the atomic 
age. Filled with modem furniture, including his popular 
Rapid Rocker for Knoll, the house is the International 
Style writ small for the American middle class. 

"Practically all the work I've done is not too far off 
from Bauhaus principles," explains Rapson. And though 
he butted heads with Entenza, who thought the design 
commercially unviable, Rapson attributes the demise 
of Case Study House 114 to finances: "I didn't want to do 
one in the suburbs. I decided to do a house in the city, 
in Watts or someplace like that. In r945 you couldn't 
get anyone to invest in the city." ... 
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Thnle Ylewt ol1M 1963 
TJRlllll Guthrie Theater In 
Minnupolls: a drawing of 
the lobby, natty theater-goers 
in tow (top left); a view of the 
theater's innovative thrust 
stage and "alpine slope" seat
ing (top right); the floating 
fins and panels that put the 
Guthrie on the architecture 
map (below). 
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After a stint teaching at the New Bauhaus in the early 
1940s, where he worked and studied closely with Laszlo 
Moholy-Nagy and Mies van der Rohe, Rapson moved 
on to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 
then accepted what would become a longstanding post 
at the University of Minnesota as the head of the School 

of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, one he 
held from 1954 to 1984. "As a professor of architecture 
I always demanded that I be allowed to do outside work," 
says Rapson. "And as I look back on my career I wonder 
why I didn't spend more time building buildings. I think 
I turned down more than I built. In that way teaching 
was a real luxury because I didn't have to depend on my 
practice for all of my livelihood." 

Despite his teaching regimen, Rapson still managed 
to design scores of residences, including the many-pavil
ioned brick-and-glass Pillsbury House on Minnesota's 
Lake Minnetonka, embassies, churches, museums. and 
perhaps his crowning work: the Tyrone Guthrie Theater. 

124 Dwell November 2007 

Completed in 1963, the Guthrie was among the 
first American theaters to use a thrust stage-one that 
juts well out into the crowd, allowing the audience 
to surround 220 degrees of the stage-instead of the 
traditional proscenium. In a highly democratic stroke, 
Rapson sought to blur the boundary between the balcony 

and orchestra levels by mounting the seats to stage left 
on a continuous alpine slope. The fa<;ade was a matrix 
of Mondrian-meets-Millennium Falcon panels and 
fins hovering just off the building. 

Today, Rapson is still at work with his son Toby at his 

Minneapolis practice, Ralph Rapson Architects. He's 
working on some low-income prefab housing based on 
the Greenbelt House (he also contributed one of the 16 
entries to the Dwell Home Design Invitational a few 
years back). His pace, however, has slowed. "I have a lame 
back from bending over a drafting board my whole life," 

he confesses with a touch of pleasure. "But I still go in 

three or four days a week." ... 

Beyond buildings, Rapson 
had a fruitful collaboration 
with Hans Knoll in furniture 
design. The Rapson Rapid 
Rocker (top left) in its 1951 
bentwood version is still in 
production today. Rapsons's 
sketches for more furniture 
(bottom left) trade in sophis· 
ticated Americans at play. 
From play lo pray, residents 
of Edina, Minnesota, were 
free to worship at Rapson's 
1957 SI. Peter 's Lutheran 
Church (lop right). 
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10 Things You Should Know About Ralph Rapson 

l / Rapson's collaboration with Eero Saarinen Department colleague Ides van der Gracht 

didn't end with architecture. He introduced complained, "The Swedes aren't nearly as 

him to touch footbal l, a game Saarinen didn't modern as they're cracked up to be." 

fu l ly grasp but took to with great vigor. 

2 I Visitors to Rapson 's apartment often 

had the soles of their feet painted and 
pressed on the ceil ing in what he called 

"a Who's Who of architectural footprints." 

31 Rapson booby-trapped Saarinen's bed on 

his wedding night by sawing most of the way 

through its wooden legs. It col lapsed when 

the newlyweds lay down, elicit ing whoops 

and applause from those gathered outside. 

41 After taking significant flak for Rapson 

and partner John Van der Meulen's design 

for the U.S. Embassy in Stockholm, his State 

5 /Tyrone Guthrie proved such a difficult 
man to work with on the Guthrie Theater 

that Rapson dubbed him "Tyrant Guthrie" 

and took to drawing him with devil horns. 

6 / Rapson's 1973, Corbusier-inspired Cedar 

Square West tower was meant to house a 

great diversity of Minneapolis's population. 

It 's now home to one of the city's largest 

concentrations of Soma I ians. 

7 / In 1989 a full-scale model of the 

Greenbelt House was finally built inside 

the Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Los Angeles. 

"I see people as animated parts of the building. 
The design process isn't just about bricks 
and stones; for me it's also about the people in 
a building and how I expect them to live." 
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8 / Jean Nouvel designed the new Guthrie 

Theater in Minneapol is to mimic Rapson's 

version four decades before. Rapson says: 

"He stressed that the new thrust house be 

as c lose to the original as possible. There's 
not quite the same intimacy but basically 

it follows the pattern of the or iginal." 

9 / In the face of Minneapolis's starchitect 

building boom (which includes Nouvel, 

Cesar Pel li, and Herzog & de Meuron) Rapson 

is unimpressed: "There's a lot of half-assed 

modernism here. The publ ic circulation 

of those buildings is rea lly bad. You have 

to think about people when you design." 

10 I At 93, Rapson can still be found 

designing wit h a pen, noting, "I'm not 

a computer guy at t he moment." • 

Ralph Rapson as a young man 
(far left) worked quite hard 
to become what he later called 
"one of the new design person
alites." But he rarely passed 

up the chance for a prank, like 
painting the feet of friends and 

pressing them to the ceiling 
of his apartment (below). 
The precise, playful qualities 
of his draftsmanship are on 
display with his sketches for 
teapots, vases and the l ike 
(near left). No Rapson sketch 
was complete without his 
signature signature (below). 
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I Dwell Labs I Story by Hannah Hunt I Photos by Peter Belanger 

Dear Dwell: I'm sick of living like a slob. Now that 
I've finally got a nice place to hang my hat, I need 
something to hang it on. Can you recommend some 
off-the-hook coatracks that don't look like glorified 
telephone poles? 
-Dean Bein, San Francisco, Cahforn1a 

There's no reason to get all hung up on the clutter 
in your entryway, especially with the glut of clever 
coatracks and hanging systems on the market. Here 
are a few options to prevent your foyer from going 
to rack and ruin. 

r I 

D Symbol coatrack by DESU Design I 

Anodized aluminum, steel, or powder·coated 
steel, painted MDF I $445 for monochrome, 
$395 for color I 36.25 x 6 x 1.5 in./ 
www.desudeslgn.com 
In the summer, when coats are buried 
deep in closets and hooks are merely an 
unpleasant reminder of cold times ahead, 

the Symbol coatrack functions as a decor
ative piece. Simply flip the hooks down 
again when the mercury dips-impressive 
rack, indeed! 

Ill Coat Ranae by Brave Space Design I 
Walnut and maple wood I $175 / 9 x 30 x 

1.5 In. / www.bmespacedesign.com 
Coat Range can stand alone or in groups, 
expanding into tmy Tetons across your wall. 
Made from the Brave Space's scrap wood, 
you can bring a natural landscape into your 

home while helping preserve one at the 
same time. 

121 Owll November 2007 



m 

Ii Ivy coat hook system by Michael 
Meredith for mos Office I ABS plastic in 
light grey, dark grey, white, and green I 
$65 for 16-piece set I 6 x 5 x .5 in. I 
www.ivy.mos-office.net 
Cal I it a digitized creeper, or a functional 
version of Algue, Ivy appears to crawl across 
your wail guided by some obscure design
world algorithm. Whether it functions 

as a coatrack for those who hate coatracks, 
or a serviceable sculpture for those who 
hate coats. it's a handsome addition to 
a bare wall. 

m Wire coatrack by Tom Dixon I Welded 
stainless steel I $300 / 27 x 26 x 6 in. / 
www.ctwr.com 
As an infinitely extendable chain of hooks, 
Tom Dixon's paperclip-inspired Wire 
coatrack provides stalwart stainless steel 
utll ity and is flexible enough to wrap 

around corners. • 
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D Ghost Tree by Erich Ginder I Rubber

coated cast resin in white, black, or 

custom color I $1,700/18 x 68 in./ 
www.erichginder.com 

A leafless birch perched on a Saarmen 

base may be the spiritual symbol for 
austere Finnish winters, but 1n the flesh 

it feels a little flimsy. Heavy coats will 

likely break branches, and at this price, 

the bank as well. 

Ill Tree Hooked coat.rack by Alissia Melka

Teichroew and Jan Habraken for BY:AMT I 
Powder-coated steel in black, white, or matte 

silver I $74 / 22 x 10.5 in./ www.alissiamt.com 

Structurally streamlined, Tree Hooked 1s 

inspired by flowering branches, though we 
think it could also pass as a subway map. 

Display 1t in any onentallon, or supplement 
1t with additional modules for seemingly 

boundless customization. 

B 2030 by Blu Dot I Powder-coated steel 

in grey, red, or white I $89 / 6.5 x 38.5 x 
1.25 in. I www.bludot.com 

Suitable for the saw1est alumni of the 

Transformers generation, 2D3D is a coatrack 

in disguise: a flat perforated sheet that 

you fold into a five-hooked wall-mount rack 

in five easy steps. • 





I Outside I Story by Dan Maginn 

Roll Out the Barrel 
Like toasters, rain barrels should be functional and 
cool looking. The basic concept is simple: An elevated 
container captures water from your roof's downspout 
during a rain, which can then be used to water your 
petunias. Easy as toast. So how cool can it look? It's up 
to you, your ingenuity, and your bank account If appear
ance is not a concern, buy a readily available $30 kit 
and use an old plastic olive barrel. Or, if you want it 
to fit in with your post-and-beam, glass-walled house 
and show your neighbors that you know who Karim 
Rashid is, consider hiring an architect or designer to 
assist you. Even better: Utilize a kit for the first year as a 
prototype and then hire a designer to help you construct 
one that is specific to your needs. 

I Illustrat ion by Alex Robbins 

1. Downspout: Yes, you're going to have to 

cut your downspout, so be careful. 

2. Screening element: Located in the upper 

aperture, this will help keep leaves and bugs 

from clogging the system. 

3. Barrel: Needs to be corrosion resistant 

(plastic, stainless, or galvanized steel, for 

example) and sized to hold enough water to 

allow you to water your petunias a few times 

in between rains. It also needs to look cool. 

4 . Overflow: The overflow is critical; and 

the barrel ought to be large enough to allow 

for excess water to exit the system in a 

controlled manner. Some designers divert 

the overflow into a rain garden. 

5. Spigot: Allows you to control how and 

when you use the stored water. 

6. Hose (or soaker hose): Carries the water 

to the petunias. The type of hose depends on 

the pressure of the system and what exactly 

you want the water to do. 

7. Stand: The higher the barrel, the more 

pressure in the system. Many people chuck 

their rain barrels up on a couple of concrete 

blocks. You can do better than that. 

8 . Rain garden (in lieu of petunias): 

Typically composed of native wildflowers and 

grasses that are especially good at absorbing 

water, rain gardens look great and contribute 

significantly to the reduction of storm water 

runoff. If you go this route, consider htring 

a landscape architect to help you properly 

size the garden and select species that are 

appropriate for your yard's microclimate. • 







The third influx of global greening 
is at hand ... 

The first failed in the 1970s: a melange of social justice 
and human potential movements, Malthusians, New Age 
mystics, and communards. 

In the 1990s diplomats, scientists, and jet-setters 
passed the Kyoto agreement. Some nations refused 
to ratify it; those who did wouldn't enforce its limits. 
Then the New World Order collapsed and the sky 
began misbehaving. 

This is the third great effort. The situation is extremely 
alien by 20th-century standards. Here are the new players. 

Corporate Greens 
Common wisdom has it that corporations ruthlessly 
exploit the environment while people, parties, and 
oversight bureaucracies have to rein them in. This is no 
longer so: General Electric, Wal-Mart, McDonald's, Ford 
Motor, even Shell and BP are way ahead of the general 
population in effective environmental action and 
awareness. The key enabler here is the Stem Review, 
which points out that a living planet is a much more 
profitable place to do business than a dying planet. 
London. New York, and Tokyo all under water? That'll 
hurt the bottom line! 

The stars within Corporate Green are today's ultra-rich 
moguls, billionaires so wildly empowered by soaring 
income disparities that they can take princely environ
mental actions on a personally planetary scale. They 
include Michael Bloomberg, Richard Branson, Vinod 
Khosla, Ted Turner, john Doerr, Bill Gates, Paul Allen, 

various private·equity myrmidons from Goldman Sachs, 
and anyone else who reads the scary briefing papers at 
the Davos World Economic Forum. 

Two percent of the planet's population owns 50 
percent of the planet. The wealthy cannot hide from the 
sky: Rising seas will take Martha's Vineyard, snow thaws 
will rob them of Vail. The current huge boom in green
energy stocks is the work of these people. 

Bright Greens 
These are the neo-green intelligentsia, high-technicians 
from the digital culture industries. They have replaced 
the ink-on-paper hippie contingent of the Whole Earth 
Review with a planetary tangle of websites, how-tos, 
wikis, shopping sites, and seminars. When Google 
suddenly went carbon-neutral in a slew of solar panels, 
this was a Bright Green coup. Bright Greens aren't 
druggy leftie mystics; they are sobersided techie geeks
they don't hug trees, they measure their carbon uptake. 

The failure of Brown and Black 
Brown is traditional heavy, polluting industry; it's been 
offshored, its insurance costs are skyrocketing, and it ran 
out of cheap energy. Black is oil: now worth so much that 
it produces either bloody chaos, as in Nigeria and Iraq, 
or a swaggering, menacing petrocracy, as in Iran, Russia, 
and Venezuela. Neither of these former champions can 
even pretend to be about prosperity or business-as-usual; 
they've run out of friends. 

Khaki Green 
All revolutions tend to drift into terror, and Khaki 
Green- militarized, emergency green-is the beckoning 
world of Green Terror. Khaki Green is the handy catchall 
term for tomorrow's possible martial law, emergency 
rescue, refugee management, starvation relief, food riots, 
blackouts, peak-oil hoarding, survivalist cults, mass 
evacuation, raging newfangled epidemics, massive forest 
fires, water rationing in stricken cities, operations other 
than war, and the rest of the dark side scenario. 

All of this is already happening in the world's ill
organized places, from Darfur to New Orleans. Some 
people imagine sustainability to be a passing fad. This 
is like Scarlett O'Hara imagining that Atlanta will 
stop burning because she's bored with Yankee troops. 

We're on a slider bar between the Unthinkable and the 
Unimaginable. Sustainability is a mighty effort to haul 
that slider bar toward general survival as the smoldering 
planet groans at the seams. The Unthinkable is a global 
Somalia, Baghdad as the world's model city. 

The Unimaginable is a set of awesome interven
tions we scarcely have words for yet: new design, new 
manufacturing, new culture, new cities, new infra
structure, new factories. It is biomimetics, algae fuel, 
cellulosic ethanol, building information management, 
product life-cycle management, quantum-dot solar, 
nanotube weirdness-and it's coming. No change on 
this scale has ever happened so quickly. The smart 
money is on it and the dumb money is losing wars, losing 
office, and losing lives. There's no safe place to stop 
without this change. We'll see "sustainability" eliminate 
everything else-we'll see the firm core of a sustainable 
civilization and the calamitous brownfields that used to 
be everything else. 

The key to success is to make global greening not just 
a grim necessity, but a designer luxury (bling green). 
It's got to work so well that people flee headlong for it 
and leap into its embrace with a sigh of relief. 

Well How? Read On ... 
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Designer Jennifer Siegal's own house is a modest 1920s 
Spanish bungalow on the leeward side of busy Lincoln 
Boulevard in Venice, California, that looks nothing like 
what she mal{es at her day job. A little bit homely, a little 
bit avant-garde, it's a place to try out ideas, test products, 
and show off to potential clients and give them a feel 
for how she might mal{e their own new house worl{. If 
they don't grol{ Siegal's crunchy-granola-meets-industrial 
vibe, then maybe they should just move on. 

Project: Siegal Residence 

Architect: Office of Mobile Design 

Location: Venice, California 

"It's this perfect little thing 
that attaches to the garden," 
Siegal says of the 200-square
foot trailer (right) that serves 
as an addition to her house 
(opposite). "There's something 
fascinating about repurposing 
materials. It doesn't always 
work; you have to have a 
creative eye to see what the 
next life will be." 
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A few years ago, Siegal was t he It girl of prefabricated 
residential architecture, after newspapers and magazines 
(including Dwell) touted her use of recycled transoceanic 
shipping containers as the Next Big Thing. But window
less, uninsulated metal crates aren't for everyone; they 
were more like the Honda Insight of the prefab world, 
conversation pieces that spurred ideas about how to make 
ki t housing less expensive and more pragmatic. For 

Siegal, the answer, these days, is factory built: After years 
of hard work and heartbreak, she's got her own prefab 
factory up and running in Chino, California, churning 
out custom houses and, lately, a school. 

The nonprefab place where Siegal lays her head is 
a perpetual work in progress. About a mile from the 

beach, it's been retrofitted with the sustainable materials 
and ideas she explores in her practice, from the single 
woodstove that heats the whole house to a new wide-open 
floor plan that welcomes sea breezes. It's also an R&D 
zone: "I'm constantly doing stuff, like this door," Siegal 
says, showing off a welded-steel-and-glass entry made 
by her longtime steel fabricator, whom she met during 

her premortgage days at SCI-Arc, the Southern California 
Institute of Architecture. 

"But mostly, the th ings in here are either found 

objects or they were cheap," Siegal notes. She points o ut 
a bookshelf she made from scrap lumber, and the huge 
glass doors that lead from the kitchen to the back garden; 
they originally came from a grocery store in East Los 
Angeles. A well-traveled Sub-Zero refrigerator rattles 
and hums in the kitchen, another dumpster-diving coup 
from a demolition site. The house's bamboo flooring, 

from Smith & Fong in San Francisco, was free. "One 
of the things I do is I contact a company I want to work 

with, and say 'Hey, I'll promote you if you supply me 
with this thing for free, or give me a discount,'" she 
explains. It's not as crass as it sounds; mooching is a time
honored tradition in the underfunded halls of academ e, 

where Siegal spent most of her aduJt working life. "In 
my teaching, I would do the same thing," she says with 
a laugh. "I'm really good at asking for things- and most 
people don't ask." 

Jennifer's father, Sidney Siegal, was a New York abstract 
painter who moved h is family to rural Peterborough, 
New Hampshire, in the late 1960s. "Did you ever see that 

movie Pollock? That's what my life was like," she says. 
recalling expatriate urbanites cavorting at dinner .. 
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The first phase of rehabbing the 
backyard trailer was fabricating 

custom steel-and-glass doors 
(opposite). "A lot of the things 

in here are found objects," 
Siegal says of her home's con
tents. The vintage stove, with 
its funky yellow Bakelite knobs 
(below left), was inherited 

from the previous owner. Siegal 
built bookshelves from scrap 
wood, bartered for her Danish 
modern furniture, and haggled 
for a living-room rug in Morocco 
(below right). 
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At the same time she annexed 
the trailer, Siegal opened up 
the master bedroom to include 
a new bath and laundry room. 
" The house hadn' t been 
touched since the l920s-
it had lots of t iny little rooms," 
says Siegal of the home she 
bought in 2002. "But I loved 
that yard, and I thought, I 
could make this place really 
great." Her latest addition 
is a two-story workspace where 
the garage once stood (see 
plan opposite). 

parties in the woods. "I think that's why I'm a risk taker. 
Growing up in a small town, you're not fearful." Portable 
retail runs in the family, too: After pushing a pirate hot 
dog cart in Boston after college, Siegal discovered that her 
grandfather once hawked dogs at Coney Island. 

Siegal likes to call herself a "mobile entrepreneur," and 
the theme pops up throughout her career- and in her 
backyard. Squatting amid the carefully clipped grass is 
a 200-square-foot wheeled truck trailer, deposited there 
by crane. Siegal bought it years ago for $r,500. She wanted 
to have a plan for it before moving it to her new house
but her mother thought otherwise. "She said, 'fust get it 
into your backyard,'" Siegal laughs. "'It doesn't matter
if it's there, you'll figure it out.'" 

The trailer is attached to Siegal's renovated master 
bedroom, which includes a sunny new bath and laundry 
room. It's technically a "bonus room:· a Los Angeles 
real-estate euphemism for the kind of unpermitted, ad
hoc addition that usually resembles something out of 
The Silence of the Lambs. But Siegal's spin on it is a shiny, 
white aluminum-clad trailer with its original mahogany 
floors and tare-weight numbering intact, that she "just 
sort of glued to the house." 

"The reason I chose i t is because i t had openings on 
the back and on the side-it used to be a moving truck," 
says Siegal of the almost dainty metal box. The first phase 
of customization entailed cutting holes for a window 
with a Sawzall, and swapping out the doors from steel 
to glass. "I still don't really have a program for it," she 
says of the funky, shedlike space. "Sometimes it's yoga, 
sometimes it's partying-but I just like it." 

Siegal notes that for the amount of money she's sunk 
into the renovations, she could've demolished the house 
and started new. "When I bought it, you couldn't even 
walk in-it was like a rat maze," she recalls of the house 
she bought at a probate sale in 2002. But after all the 
changes, she says, "I feel like it's me, like it's my house." 
Besides, recycling is the original shade of green. "It's 
about sustainability,'' Siegal explains. "You can start from 
scratch-or you can work with what you have." 

Siegal sits at her kitchen table and ponders her long
time love affair with architecture that "lives lightly upon 
the land." "One of the reasons l was always fascinated 
with trailer parks is because they're great communities
like the way the kibbutzim were started in Israel," she 
says. "Everyone watches out for everyone else, they live 



in very small lots, it's very efficient, and everyone tends 
to have a garden space." just outside her backyard trailer 
is a tiled hot tub, set amongst an amazing variety of 
succulents that Siegal has grown from clippings brought 
up from vacation trips to Baja California. "This is really 
what I actually love to do. More than anything," Siegal 
says of her time spent in the garden. 

She's totally serious, too, especially in light of the path 
she's taken from recycling queen to prefab factory boss, 
and lately, budding green-lifestyle maven. When she 
speaks about her mini-empire, Siegal sounds like a cross 
between Martha Stewart and the sun-creased hippie lady 
who sells sand candles down on the Venice Boardwalk. 
She just wants to make the world a better place-and to 
make a living. Her latest venture is a series of"urban 
green centers," where city dwellers can buy everything 
from organic food to Jennifer Siegal- branded clothing, 
door handles, even entire houses. "My whole career has 
been completely intuitive," says Siegal, staring at her 
sunny backyard. "It's been an evolution. I can see now 
what the links are, but when I'm in the middle of it..." 
Her voice trails off as she realizes that what she's doing 
now will someday be the middle of something else . ... 

Siegal Residence 
Fl()()( Plan 

A Living Room 
B Guest Bedroom 
C Guest Bathroom 
D Kitchen 
E Master Bedroom 
F Master Bathroom 
G Laundry 
H Trailer 
I Hot Tub I Shower 
J Studio 

A 

Most of the plants in the 
garden (right) are grown 
from cuttings imported from 
Mexico. "I have a trailer down 
in Baja," Siegal reports. " It's 
a total ad-hoc situation: no 
electricity, an outdoor shower, 
an outhouse. It's a level above 
camping." Chunky steel bed 
frames in the bedrooms 
(below) were Siegal's first 
attempt at furnishings. 

.. 
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Fo' Show 
Jennifer Siegal's other house 
is the portable ShowHouse, a 
720-square-foot example of her 
factory-built prefab housing, 
wedged in among the boutiques 
and coffee bars on trendy 
Abbott Kinney Boulevard in 
Venice. "I set it up so people 
would have a place to come 
and kick the tires," Siegal jokes. 
"What does modern prefab 
feel like?" 

Siegel is a total nerd for 
new and earth-friendly building 
materials: among those 
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on display In the ShowHouse 
are an iPort music system, 
with embedded speakers and 
a wall-mounted votive niche 
for an IPod; radiant heating" 
panels~nicknamed "people 

• heaters"-that elfici1mtly warm 
you and your stuff, not the air 
around you: and Kirei board, 
a sustainable sorghum by
product that causes visitors to 
pet the walls and coo softly. 

The 12-bf.60-foot, 
steel-framed, slope-roofed 
ShowHouse is the fruit of 

Siegel's collaboration with 
a formerly moribund industrial 
prefab factory, which for 30 
years cranked out "nasty" con
struction trailers and depressing 
temporary classroom~'Now 
they're stoked," Siegal says of 
their new focus on earth-
friend ly houses and schools. 
Siegel's prefab sales pitch is 
concise: " I can do this in 
half the time and for a third 



OMO continually updates the 

ShowHouse with the latest 

eco-friendly materials, mclud-
1ng nontoY1c birch veneer 
Kosk1panels and Ourapalm 
flooring (left), which 1s a 

secondary product of coconut 
palms: bamboo flooring (below 
right); and Kirei board (below 

ngf!t), which is made from the 

discarded stalks of sorghum 
plants. Furnishings from 
V1tra, mcludmg Jean Prouve 
and Verner Panton chairs and 

a Jasper Morrison side table 
(right). and a kitchen trom 

Boff1 (below left) help make 
the ShowHouse as stylish 
as 11 is sustainable. 6 p. 238 
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I Story by James Nestor I Photos by Daniel Hennessy I Dwellings 

Most deserts are dry and dusty expanses 
of blue sl(ies, bleached soil, and ruler
flat horizons. The Colorado Plateau is not 
one of them. This is a land of stunning 
contradictions, where thousand-foot rock 
monoliths jut lil(e raised fists from flat 
riverbeds, and traffic-light-green foliage 
glows on stoplight-red soil. The sl(y here 
appears not blue but bright white, a 
flashbulb burst through squinted eyes. 

Project: Rosie Joe Residence 

Architect : DesignBuildBLUFF 

Location: B luff, Utah 

At t he heart of the Colorado 

Plateau is the Navajo Nation
a 27 ,000-square·mile sover· 
eign state lying in t he Four 

Comers region, in Utah, New 
Mexico, and Arizona. It's here, 
along a dirt road, miles from 
anyth ing and anybody that 
Rosie Joe's house shimmers 
like a modernist mirage on 

an alien landscape. 
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Entirely off the grid, the house 

is powered by four photovoltaic 
panels that supply electricity 
to lights, small appliances, and 
water pumps. Rosie Joe weaves 
a traditional Navajo rug (oppo

site, top). OesignBuildBLUFF's 
2007 team put the finishing 
touches on their latest project 
(opposite, bottom). 
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"That's it on the left, see it?" asks Hank Louis, the 
56-year-0ld lead architect, as we navigate a bumpy sand 
path and park in the shadow of the house's sprawling 
V-shaped butterfly roof. "We were trying to do something 
special, to make some real arch itecture here," explains 
Louis, stepping from our air-co nditioned car into ros
degree summer heat. As he approaches the front door, 
the fa~ade of exposed wood, red rammed earth, and glass 
is reflected in his circular Lennon-style glasses, which, 
like his Panama hat, never leave his head. "It's traditional 
for doors to face east on Navajo homes," he says matter
of-factly. "You know, when we build here it is not just 
about erecting a structure.~ He pauses, then knocks on 
the door. "It's also about reflecting and celebrating the 
Navajo culture." 

Rosie Joe's house was the first project built in the 
Navajo Nation by DesignBuildBLUFF, a nonprofit organi
zation affiliated with the University of Utah's College of 
Architecture+ Planning, that Louis directs with a group 
of first-year graduate students. Each year eight to ten 
students design a house for a Navajo fami ly then spend 
a semester on the reservation constructing the house 
by hand. The houses must operate off the grid. The goal 
is for budgets not to exceed $30,000. 

Louis based DesignBuildBLU FF on the Rural Studio, 
which he had read about in a trade magazine a decade 
earlier. "I just thought those were the coolest things I'd 
ever seen," he states. Led by Samuel "Sambo" Mockbee 
until his untimely death in 2001, Rural Studio enlists 
students from Auburn University to construct environ
mentally conscious, cost-effective, and innovative 
housing for low-income families throughout Alabama 
and surrounding states. In r998 Louis invited Mockbee 
to give a lecture at an annual architecture symposium 
in Salt Lake City. "He really incited the students," 
explains Louis, "and he really incited me. He told us to 
do something, to make something real happen- and 
to do it now!" 

Four years later, Louis and students had completed 
two outdoor recreation spaces and a 2,000-square-foot 
straw-bale house for a Tibetan refugee fami ly of nine 
living in suburban Salt Lake City. "After the !Tibetan 
family's] house, I knew we could do this, push this 
beyond our comfort level and make something bigger 
happen," says Louis. He planned to build the next house 
off the grid in the high desert of Navajo Nation. Eight 
students enrolled. By fall 2003, they had received 30 

applications from families on I he reservation in need 
of a home, but it was Rosie Joe, a single mother of two 
who worked three jobs and lived with her mother in 
a r so-square-foot shed without running water or elec
trici ty, who caught their attention. Louis worked with 
Navajo elders to secure a 66-year lease on a half-acre 
in the middle of a deserted bluff off Highway 19r. In 
January 2004 the newly formed DesignBuildBLUFF team 
packed their bags and moved 350 miles southeast to the 
high desert. "We kind of just went on a leap of faith." 

Bluff is a dusty outpost located a few miles outside 
the Navajo Nation in the southeastern corner of Utah. ~ 
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Kitchen and living room walls 
were constructed of clear and 
white acrylic panels stuffed 
with straw to allow for natural 
ventilation and light to filter 
softly into the house. The wal Is 
leaked after the first winter 
and the straw sank down in the 
frames. Students returned to 
the site, sealed and filled the 

walls with Styrofoam (leaving 
the straw-fill in the kitchen as 
is). Nicholas sits in the shade 
of the roof (opposite page); 
students cut and hand-welded 
thousands of reclaimed rebar 
pieces into a complex grid that 
would support four bi-level 
corrugated-steel roof panels. 
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It contains exactly one coffee shop and one taco stand, 

which provides most of the sustenance for its 3 20 flip
flop-wearing, mostly new-age and cowboy residents. 

At the dusty center of Bluff is a five-bedroom sandstone 
Victorian house once owned by a turn-of-the-century 
rancher. This is DesignBuildBLUFF headquarters, where 

students spend six months living and working together 
to build their house. 

When I pull in to the weedy parking lot across from the 
house, the four remaining 2006/2007 DesignBuildBLUFF 
students are there to greet me. They have just finished 
a n ine-hour day of work and are playing horseshoes. 

strumming Beatles songs on guitars, and drinking Utah
regulated 3.2-percent beer on hand-me-down couches 
on a sprawling porch. This small group has volunteered 
to stay through the summer to put the finishing touches 
on the 2007 project- a crescent-shaped two-bedroom 
house for an elderly Navajo couple l iving three miles 
out of town. 

"Ah, those new students, they have it easy!" says Clio 
Miller, a graduate of DesignBuildBLUFF who worked on 
Rosie Joe's house. "When we showed up, there were no 
beds or couches. It was January, and it was freezing. We 

didn't know what we were doing, didn't know the build
ing process, and we didn't have any mechanical tools." 

What Miller and other Rosie Joe students did have 
was a three-dimensional paper prototype of the house 
they were about to construct, a 1,200-square-foot rectan
gular structure outfitted with a double roof that would 
heat and cool itself naturally via a complex passive solar 

program. "This was ou r opportunity to get out of the 
classroom and put something into reality," states Scott 
Woodruff, another Rosie Joe graduate. "And we were 

very excited about it." 
Along the 22-mile drive from Bluff to Rosie Joe's house 

in Navajo Nat ion, windswept shacks, collapsed sheds, 
and wheel-less Winnebagos stand on the desert land
scape like tiny ships lost on a sandy sea. "Most Navajos 
choose to live alone out here, away from groups of 
people, away from utilities," explains Louis. Of the more 
than 175,000 Navajos that populate this area, 44 per
cent are unemployed, and over 56 percent live below 
the poverty level, the highest poverty rate in the U.S. 

"Some of the elders didn't want us out here at al l. 
They've said, 'The most helpful thing you can do is 

to leave us alone, to quit giving people handouts,'" 
explains Louis. "But I don't believe that. What we want 
to do is work together, to get everyone involved in 
this process. That's what I learned from Mockbee, and 
that's what we're doing out here-trying to pass this on." 

The first step in building Rosie foe's house was con
structing a rammed earth wall. Students gathered sand 
and clay from around the house, handpacking it into 
a 75-foot-by-18-inch mold. Because it is made from the 
surrounding earth, the wall disappears into the land
scape, the natural red-and-tan striations mirroring the 
rolling desert plains. 

The concrete foundation came next. "We found that 
living off the grid was one th ing; constructing a house .,.. 

Rosie Joe Residence 
Floor Plan 

A Storage 
B Master Bedroom 
C Bedroom 
D Bedroom 

E Bathroom 
F Kitchen 
G Living Room 
H Cistern 

I Entry 
J Hall 
K Butterfly Roof 

1 1? 0 PO· 
1 K D~ oOCS 0 0 
L----------------~------ ------------------------.-------------------~--~~ 
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Ram On 
Take some dirt, sand, and clay, 
stomp on it for a while, and 
what do you get? One of the 
most resilient construction 
materials in history. It's called 
"rammed earth," and for thou
sands of years it's been used 
by billions- yes, bllllons-
of people to build everything 
from latrines to parts of the 
Great Wall of China. 

Rammed earth is not just 
energy-efficient and cool look
ing, it's also easy to make. 
A dirt mixture is dumped into 
a 12· to 24-inch mold, and 
a stabilizer of concrete--<>r, 
historically, lime a.nd anima.1 
blood (not PETA·approvedl
is added. The soil is tamped 
to about half its original height 
and then cured. What remains 
is a rock-like wall boasting 
a compression of up to 625 
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pounds per square inch
pliable enough to support a 
nail yet sturdy enough to last 
centuries. The considerable 
density gives the structure 
an exceptional thermal mass, 
allowing it to soak up heat 
during the day and evenly dis
tribute it throughout the night. 

Unlike traditional wood
framed houses, rammed earth 
structures are fireproof and 
termite-·proof, and produce 
very little post-construction 
waste. An estimated 2 billion 
people in the world still 
use earth to construct their 
houses today. 

off the grid was another," expla.ins Miller. One night 
when the group was working until 9 p.m. to complete an 
integral last part of the found!ation, they ran out of water. 
"We ended up emptying the water from our Came!Baks 
and pouring it into the concrete," she says. "It actually 
worked. We finished the job. But we got pretty th irsty." 

The house is framed with exposed rough-sawn pine 
bought a t a 50-percent discou nt from a mill in nearby 
Dolores, Colorado. Mismatched wooden pallets make 
up the ceiling, each gathered from the back of super· 

markets and delivery depots around neighboring Cortez. 
The group pieced together the odd-sized pallets, Tetris· 

like, and lined them with canvas stuffed with insula
tion to allow air to circulate easily within and outside 
the house. 

The final-and most challenging-component of 
the house was installing the semi-detached 2,500-square· 

foot bu tterfly roof. This open structure allows for 
wind- which is frequent in the area-to pass through 
the roof without lifting the panels. The roof also collects 
water for the house. As rain falls, the wide panels funnel 
water into a r,5oo·gallon above-ground cistern located 
on the east wall. "Just a couple inches of rain fill the cis
tern-they've never needed [to supplement their water 
from a municipal system]," explains Louis. 

I return to Rosie Joe's the next day. It is her day off 
from waiting tables and folding laundry in Bluff, but 
she's busy, weaving a traditional Navajo rug. "This one 
is for Hank Louis," she says, flashing a smile. Her left 
hand feeds yarn to the hand-built loom as the right 
presses a wooden comb-shaped beater against the weft. 
Behind her, flat blue-white sky abuts red earth. Through 
the white-framed windows, the flat squares of contrast
ing land and air resemble a Rothko painting. 

"You know. when the house was being built, 1 saw 
the big !rammed earth] wall and thought, It is so weird!" 
Rosie Joe laughs. Phelicia, her r4-year-old daughter, sits 
at her feet leafing th rough old magazines while 9·year
old Nicholas enthusiastically asks if anyone would like 
to join him in the mi-degree heat for a round of desert 

basketball. "Some people pass and they think it is a 
drive-through, or a gas station," she says. "But then they 
see that we live here, and they like it. And we like it 
very much too. It is our home." 

Stepping outside to leave, I look back at the house. 

Atom·bomb storm clouds spi t lightning across the 
crooked horizon. The sky, all gray and white and explod
ing in every direction, resembles the ocean at its most 
furious. In the tumult of the elements, the rectangular 
frame and rhombus roof appear almost fake, a magazine 
cut-out accidentally dropped on a Gateway screensaver. 
But there is a virtuosity, a realness, about the house. Void 
of superfluity, it is clean and modern and green not by 
choice but by necessity-an e fficient machine made for 
simple living. Jn a world obsessed with varnish, stucco, 
and matching Pantone colors, this trueness of design and 
purpose is not only refreshing-it's revelatory. • 
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I Story by Karen Pakula I Photos by Richard Powers 

In Sydney's cramped beachside suburbia, 
architect Steve Kennedy defied a small foot
print and a terrible drought with a generous 
double-height extension and a cutting-edge 
custom-made water-filtration system. 

Project: Henning/Wansbrough Residence 

Architect: Kennedy Associates Architects 

Location: Clovelly, Austral ia 

I Dwellings 

Australia is in the throes of 
a blistering drought, and 
water consumption is strictly 

regulated. In the garden {below 
right), Mary Henning gives her 
potted plants a much-needed 

drink of graywater diverted from 
the kitchen and bathrooms 
and filtered by a massive green 

wall. Household water is heat
ed by a rooftop solar system 
(below left). Clovelly's sunny 

climes, and a secluded back 
patio (opposite), permit ample 
opportunity for outdoor 
entertaining and relaxation. 
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The fa~ade of the original semi
detached bungalow (below) 
is untouched, suggesting 

a run-of-the-mi ll suburban 
abode. In the backyard (oppo
site, above), the hard-working 
green wall is a striking feature 
even though its primary pur
pose is to treat recycled water. 

A wall of books travels the 
height of the stairs leading 

to Ann Wansbrough's office 
(opposite, below), which rests 
comfortably on the top floor 
despite her limited mobi lity. 

Clovelly Residence 
Floor Plan 

Ground Floor 

A Rainwater Tanks 
B Storm Water Absorption 
C Storm Water Absorption 

D Therapy Pool 

First Floor 
K Ubrary 
L Open to Below 
M Study 
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Way back in the heady days of civilization's en ergy 
!bacchanalia-about five years ago-two Australian 
women and their architect set about creating an environ
mentally friendly home on Sydney's suburban scorched 
earth. They trucked in slim, sexy rainwater tanks from 
Queensland and a thermal chimney from Victoria and 
acquainted themselves with low-VOC house paints and 
floor oils. Then they tricked out their design to capture 
maximum amounts of sunshine, sea breeze, and precious 
rain, which they recycle not once but twice. Met with 
a cavalcade of Aussie media adulation upon its comple
tion, a local green-housing legend was born. 

Just a few beaches south of world-famous Bondi Beach, 
Mary Henning and Ann Wansbrough's renovation of 
a semidetached cottage in Clovelly outperforms even 
today's rigorous sustainable building codes-it uses 
75 percent less town water than the average t:\vo-person 
home when the government's maximum target is 40 

percent. "Nobody was talking about water when we 
started- and it's such an important issue on a dry conti
nent," says Henning. 

E Laundry 
F L iving Room I Kitchen 
G Bathroom 

H Bedroom 

N Master Bathroom 
0 Master Bedroom 
p Deck 

0 

Bedroom 
Entry 

In the backyard, behind the pool's stacked-stone wall, 
one finds the home's sustainable showpiece- a pocket
sized water-treatment plant. To one side are three steel 
tanks, each with the capacity to store nearly 800 gallons 
of rainwater collected on the roof. Facing them is the 
green wall, a vertical garden and graywater filter in one. 
Combined, the measures mean that all water collected 
on the site is recycled and reused until its final stop 
in the toilet or the washing machine. Nothing is wasted, 
a boon to the parched parcel, as excess storm water is 
sent to an underground sump and allowed to seep back 
into the ground. The on ly demand on town water sup
plies is what's needed for cooking and drinking. 

The water system cost about $r2,ooo, an expense 
that created a trade-off with other energy-saving stra te
gies. Space on the roof has been reserved for photovoltaic 
cells, but in the meantime the women have joined 
a green power company to supply them with energy 
from accredited renewable sources. "We had to decide
do we try to make the house as energy efficient as 
possible or do we do the water thing?" Henning recalls. 



After several years of drought, the answer was clear. 
The women arrived at their posit ion on environmental 

responsibility by way of considered inquiry and faith, not 
fashion. In her late sos, Henning is a management con
sultant for universities in Australia and the Pacific and is 
energized by blue-sky ideas. And, like Wansbrough, who 
works in social policy and is a minister for the Uniting 
Church in Australia, she is a great believer in community 
and "the power of the collective." "The whole point was 
to contribute to the discussion of green energy-to show 
it is possible to do these sorts of th ings; Henning says. 
" It was either do this, or make a very large contribution 
to the Austra lian Conservation Fo undation." 

But where would such a generous charitable donation 
leave her friends and fellow gourmands? The president 
of the foodie collective Beefsteak and Burgundy Club 
(Botany Bay chapter)- and keeper of its gavel and cel
lar- Henning routinely hosts serious feasts. Her record 
for d inner is 28. Though it required the procurement 
qfopneglasses for predinner drinks and each of 
.-.nquet's four courses, and some clever seating "' 

II 
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arrangements in the house's roughly 1,600 square feet, all 
had elbow room to spare. "I've got friends with much big
ger houses, but they can't do that sort of thing," she says. 

Both food and sustainability were on Henning's 
mind when discussing the design with architect Steve 
Kennedy: "I like to see the clouds when I'm cooking. 

I stand in the corner and look up at the sky or the trees 
and I could be anywhere in the country." A two-story 

wall of glass in the living room affords her these divert
ing views; Wansbrough, on the other hand, most often 
takes in the view from her home office on the floor 
above. Here Kennedy upended conventional wisdom, 

designing so that Wansbrough, who lost a leg in a motor
cycle accident and has limited mobility, isn't grounded 
on the first floor. As Henning says, "Why should a dis
abled person have to live downstairs and be prohibited 
from enjoying the view?" Kennedy echoes the impor
tance of considering Wansbrough's individual needs: 
"Ann's disability was important in our concerns- but 
Mary and Ann embraced all the ideas and went, 'Righto, 
where shall we go with this? What shall we do to make 

this happen?' There ought to be awards for good clients." 
To accommodate Wansbrough comfortably, Kennedy 

designed a straight staircase with deep treads and 
a small upper-level kitchenette. The kitchen island is on 
wheels so it can be moved out of the way to allow her 

wheelchair passage, and the spacious bathroom is fitted 
with wide-opening doors and reinforced grab rails, 
concessions so subtle and well detailed they go virtually 
unnoticed. Out back, near the green wall, a small ther
apy pool is as pretty as a pond when not being used 
by Wansbrough for her marathon exercise sessions in 
the warmer weather. 

Intellectual fitness is equally high on life's agenda 
for these two. Henning's other passion is art, and she is 
assiduous about its placement and effect on the eye. 

"Almost every day I stop for a few minutes and just look 
at the paintings and see something new," she says, 

referring to the 20 small abstract works by Lezlie Tilley 
that run the height of the living-room walls, rising from 
earth to tree-canopy colors and "linking the two levels." 
"It struck me as stupid to hang one painting downstairs .. 

I Dwellings 

Wansbrough relaxes in the 

living room (opposite), a serene 
area with a bank of windows 

and an arrangement of Lezlie 
Tilley's paintings inspired 
by the Australian bush. The 

bathroom's width and rein
forced handrails accommodate 
Wansbrough's needs {below 
right), while a small balcony 

off the master bedroom (below 
left) is both a sheltered area 
for reading and a crucial device 
for creating cross breezes. 

November 2007 Dwell 157 



J Dwellings 

The lush backyard garden 
(opposite), with therapy pool 

in the foreground, hosts the 
green wall, which reduces 
the house's drain on city water 
by 75 percent. Hidden behind 
the stone feature wall are three 

800-gallon rainwater tanks 
that store whatever water falls 
from the skies. 

and another above it for upstairs," she says. "We needed 
something to connect the space." 

Books-thousands of them-sit in shelves that span 
the staircase opposite, another visual link as they 
rise toward the heavens, from detective novels to the 
theology section. 

In all this, Kennedy had to adapt the women's green
hued mission. With a sizable sum of money invested in 
the vertical garden, energy efficiency had to be achieved 
through ingenuity and deft design. Kennedy installed 
a new product called the Sun Lizard thermal chimney 
to su·ck warm air out of the house in summer and recir
culate it during winter. Solar technology on the roof 
provides power for the hot water system and heating for 
the pool while passive solar design succeeds in catching 
light all day long and avoiding the need for air-condi
tioning. A spate of crafty, drafty louvers and window 
adjustments create cross breezes, and Kennedy installed 
a cunning detail he calls the "windoor"-a false solid 
wall that opens all the way-to keep cool on hot days. 

Mercifully, Sydney rarely gets bitterly cold, but 

When in Drought 
It might look like a planter box 
for high-density agriculture, 
but the green wall created by 
Steve Kenneciy's team and 
environmental engi neer Toby 
Gray harvests and treats water 
on a small suburban block. 

Twenty feet long and six and 
a half feet high, it operates 
on a similar pr inciple to reed 
ponds, in which graywater 

is cleaned and filtered by nutri· 
ent-a.l>sol'bing plants and soil. 

The cycle starts with 

rainwater, which is diverted 
to t he pool, showers, bath, or 
basins and then redirected
as graywater-to an under
ground holding tank. Twice 
a day, the graywater is pumped 

from the tank to the top of the 
wall. The water makes its way 
through a row of strelitzjas, 
canna lilies, and liriopes, down 
to the white-flowered arum lil
ies and eventually to the fems. 
On its way down, the water 
is filtered and " poli shed" {o~ 

denuded of tiny particles) by 
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sand and gravel in the garden 
beds, ready for reuse in the 

washing machine and toilet. 
Homeowners Mary Henning 

and Ann Wansbrough did a 
crash course in vertical garden
ing. "The crucial thing was that 
the plants would live long and 
prosper," says Henning. "They 
have to like having wet feet, but 
they were chosen to deal with 

their positions, because each 
level operates as a different 
microclimate. The top level is 
more exposed than the other 
two, for example, and the 

plant!> have to be hardy. And 
you've got to have plants that 
don't mind a certain amount 
of soaps and detergents." 

Concerned about the device, 

local authorities demanded the 
installation of a UV filter, which 
had the unexpected effect of 
improving water quality beyond 

everyone's expectations. 
"The water has been tested 
and it 's fine. We could drink 
it," Kennedy says.-K.P. 

• 

Kennedy still wonders about the tenabili ty of one of 
modernism's hallmarks- all those lovely windows- in 
the face of increasing demand for thermal performance. 
"Louvers are about keeping t he sun out and dealing 
with privacy, but they don't keep the heat in. If you want 
a house to perform, you have to limit glazing," he says. 
"The aim is to find ways of moving from the fundamental 
model of houses for 50 years, which has been the glass 
box. It's what we've all been designing, but the simple fact 
is no matter what you do, glass is a really poor insulator." 

His thoughtful design has spared the women from 
large electricity bills, but fin ancial gain is not their pri
mary concern. "The important thing is the house itself 
is such a delight to live in," Henning says. "There's the 
sense of space, the fact that you can have all the things 
you'd like in a house twice the size." And, of course, 
there is the very individual comfort factor. "The fact that 
Ann has a need to do with accessibility is no different 
to the other needs that influence the way we want to live. 
Her needs are no different to my need to have space for 
art on the wall."• 

Water Cycle Diagram 

A Rainwater Collected from Roof 
B Rainwater from Tank to Plumbing 
C Graywater to Holding Tank 
0 Holding Tank to Gre.en Wall 
E Treated Water to Laundry I Toilet 

F Blackwater to Sewer 

A 





I Perspective 

Pole Position 

1349 LEXINGTON, MA 
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I Photos by Frank Breuer 

With their stately images of water towers, grain 
elevators, and cooling towers, Hilla and Bernd Becher 
captured beauty in the mundane, and documented the 
near infinite variety of these prosaic subjects. Frank 
Breuer's survey of telephone poles continues in this 
tradition- it comes as little surprise to learn he studied 
with the Bechers. ln a larger context the poles are little 
more than useful eyesores- an unquestioned, haphaz
ard addition to the landscape. However, centered in the 
frame like the subject of a portrait, the commonplace 
pole takes on an abstract, sculptural quality, and serves 
as a starck reminder of life on the grid. 
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166 Dwell November 2007 
C. pyr g t rr r I 



• 

·~ 

November 2007 Dwell 167 
r I 



I Architecture 

Clockwise from top left: 

Until the outdoor showers are 
installed, dog Darryl bathes 

beneath t he El Cosmico water
tank; Jack Sanders brands the 
water tank with the El Cosmico 
logo, designed by Austin artist 
Noel Waggener; an early site 

plan by Lake Flato; architect 

and land artist Ann Tucker 
paints the concentric rings of 
the El Cosmico design onto 
the land with Sanders. 

168 Dwell November 2007 

by Ecoshack, a bar, a stage and dance area for parties, 
gardens, and art stud ios. Lambert calls it "a trans-Pecos 
kibbutz for the 21st century." 

While the endorsement may smack of a bygone era 
of utopianism, El Cosmico's efforts to live lightly and 
conscientiously are many. Lambert is installing a wind 
turbine, and many trailers will have a photovoltaic 
pa el; eventually the site will be fully powered by sun 

~vind. And because the El Cosmico team recognizes 
a of filling a swimming pool in an a rid 

e, they have scaled back the size of the pool and 
e ning it up to the public so that a little water can 

go a long way. Ten Eyck, an expert in sustainable desert 

landscaping. is designing an extensive water-harvesting 
system with large cisterns to recycle water. "The rain 
water may be enough to fill a pool, but it's hard to say 
yet," she comments. "You'd be surprised; we do get some 
real gullywashers ou t there." 

But sustainability is more than green technology and 
careful design. Incremental growth and simple human 
elements play a key role in making a good project last. 
"I want El Cosmico to be sustainable on all levels," 
Lambert says. "I didn't want to go deeply into debt doing 

it; I wanted it to find its own way over the years. That's 
why I love the idea of people investing in the village of 
El Cosmico, so immediately you have people who give it 
life and become part of it." Because the trailer owners are 
financially committed, El Cosmico has a built-in long
term community: a simple, but essential, part of the plan. 

El Cosmico is an atypical project for Lake/Flato, 
the much-in-demand, much-lauded San Antonio-based 
firm, but Harris is dedicated to the cause: "It is a rare 
opportunity to do someth ing different," he explains. 
"El Cosmico is rooted in Texas vernacular and a model for 
touching the ground light ly. I've worked with Liz before 
and I have a great affinity for her and for the fun we have 

together. Because Marfa is so isolated, you are inevitably 
connected to not only the landscape but to the people as 
well. It's pure ... to me, there's an honesty about it." 

Project manager Jack Sanders is equally invested, 
so much so that he's set up camp in a Spartan on the 
Cosmico grounds. He is the project's on-location sol
utions man as well as its resident philosopher. A former 
instructor at the Auburn University Rural Studio 
in Alabama and protege of the late Samuel "Sambo" 
Mockbee, he stresses the importance of process, "' 
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I Architecture 

Lambert's interiors- part 
desert vernacular, part Jack 

Kerouac- are framed by the 
smooth birch walls of the 
Spartans and Vagabonds (top 
left). Liz Lambert (top right), 

devoted to restoring 1950s 
Spartan and Vagabond trailers, 
shows off one of her best speci

mens. Jack Sanders soaks 
in a Outchtub (bottom right). 

of engaging with the land and the people involved. 
"The way that I was mentored, [the building process] 
is about joy," he explains one night by an El Cosmico 
fire pit, his face smudged, a cold beer in hand. "At 
the Rural Studio, building something is about lifting 
the spirit, and that's evident in the process as much 
as the final product." 

Sanders and Lambert have recruited a coterie of 
talents to fire the spirit of El Cosmico. Land artist Jarrod 
Beck worked with Sanders in the beginning stages to 
scratch out the design to scale, making a sketch upon the 
site's hard earth. Using a Bobcat loader as his paintbrush, 
Sanders drew concentric circles onto the land, framing 

them with painted poles to define the space. Wedding art 
with construction, Sanders and Beck used cattle panels 
and rebar to fashion mock-up trailers, positioning them 
according to the Lake/Flato site plan. The mock-ups let 
the technicians know where to put utilities and gave 
everyone a sense of the scale and relationship between 
the trailers. Other artists who have worked on the project 
include Stephen Ross, a University of Texas architecture 
lecturer who brought a class out to build on site; Noel 
Waggener, the printmaker behind the El Cosmico graph-

"There's going to be wind, dust, the 
errant spider. This is not a four-star 
h?tif1t the trade-off is a blanket 
o~t night." 
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ies1 and Butch Anthony, an Alabama artist."! don't mean 
· · n a light manner," Lambert comments, "but it is 

a playground for all of us, a laboratory where we can 
work problems out and experiment with things." 

For Lambert, no Marfa quirks will keep El Cosmico 
from happening, especially when there are beautifu l 
Spartan trailers to renovate. Lambert has a long-held love 

affair with the 1950s Spartan and Vagabond trailer( and 
their yachtlike birch interiors. Lambert antl her destgn 
team locate the best specimens, treat them~ her u ique 
modem renovation in Austin, and then haul ihem w st
ward, where each will be styled with a porch, an ou aoor 
shower, and a view of the low, craggy desert mountains 

just north of Mexico. 
El Cosmico will grow at its own pace. After the first 

phase of trailers and pool are in place, the yurts will 
be set up and available for nightly stays, with a Spartan 
"hotel office" by the entrance. Art studios, which will 
come later, will be available to rent to anyone. "This 
project is always going to be about the process," Lambert 
says. "I'm not going to wake up one day and [have it] be 
done. It will always be a work in progress. So we might 
as well enjoy it." ... 
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•J . The land we purchased- a little less than 40 acres in 
the Floyd County foothills of southwestern Virginia's 
Blue Ridge Mountains-is the hilly, unfarmable center of 
several large agricultural tracts accessed by a gravel trail 
that follows a deeded right-of-way through several gates, 
across a creek, and up a steep hill. We bought the land 
on impulse- it was simply beautiful-but afterwards 
Belinda· and I looked at each other and wondered if we 
were crazy. We didn't even own a house yet, and there 
we we~ buying a lumpy landscape, hundreds of miles 
from our home in Washington, DC, and commencing 
a 30-year·and·counting construction odyssey. 

Like most obsessions, it began innocently enough. 
We had no plans for the property, and for the first three 
years did little more than tnake periodic visits. Eventually 

· we pdr.chased a tent and spent the occasional night. 
we:.,ame to love our land, the mountain views, meander
ing creeks, and beautiful canopy of trees, but we hated 
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camping. Keeping the humiliating rain-soaked details of 
our shortcomings as campers to ourselves, we began 
a curious construction project in a distant place, without 
the benefit of electricity or motorized equipment. These 
circumstances, and our meager budget, forced us to make 
no big plans. 

Because the site was still inaccessible by vehicles, 
all the materials-at least in the beginning-had to be 
carried in by hand. We quickly learned to evaluate every 
architectural impulse in terms of its true cost: the pur
chase price plus the human energy it would require to 
convey. We calculated the material needed for each idea, 
and then converted it into our standard unit of mea
surement- wheelbarrow trips. The inevitable outcome 
was to question every architectural assumption; it also 
tended to shrink everything we built. Each expedition 
to the bottom of the hill and back presented more than 
a quarter hour of sweat-drenched effort, sometimes ~ 
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with Belinda pulling a rope tied to our one-wheeled 
beast of burden as I pushed from behind, wondering if 
my marriage (and my back) would survive. At night, in 
our unloved fabric cocoon, Belinda remarkably confessed 
that what had been mostly my obsession up to this 
point-to build a home in these hills, with our own 
hands-had become mutual. 

We had no image of what we were making, and certainly 
no architectural plans, we simply set about solving each 
problem as it presented itself. We worked weekends and 
vacations with only occasional assistance from friends 
and family. The process was slow-r 5 years to finish the 
cabin- but it gave us time to acquire necessary skills 
and learn the land. Intimacies of the place-like the arc 
of the sun in the sky, the direction of prevailing winds, 
and a growing appreciation of the surrounding cultural 
landscape-began to inform every decision. 

We taught ourselves to lay block, frame roofs, sheathe 
walls, and build furniture. Belinda became an excellent 
mason's helper and jackie-o(-all-trades; l learned to sweat 
pipe and make quasi-accept~le miter joints. In the end 
we built the little cabin we c~1ed Vllla Floyd almost 

_,c 

entirely alone. This drive to self-sufficiency was not 
entirely voluntary; we knew only a few people in the area 
when we arrived, and initially couldn't afford to seek 
their help. After that, it just became habit. Leaming to 
do everything ourselves was similar to how early settlers 
went about ensuring their survival in the wilderness. 
We were merely continuing the tradition. 

When we began, there were no building codes in Floyd 
County, so Belinda and I acted not only as clients and 
designers but as builders and regulatory authorities. We 
made sketches, passed them back and forth until there 
was consensus, and then began building what we could 
fit into a weekend. Disagreements about what to build 
were rare; our quest for shelter kept the decision-making 
process simple. We organized the tasks according to11eed. 
The most pressing things- a flat spot for a tent, a place 
to wash, simple shelter-came first, even if the process 
was unconventional. 

It wasn't obvious at the time, but we were discovering 
sustainable ~esign-actually inventing it as we went 
along. For their availability and low cost, we used concrete 
blocks from a nearby plant and locally harvested .. 
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·on restoring historic buildings, it wasn't long before 
· ' ·~. ·materials salvaged from urban palaces found their way 

· · ·· fo our rural cabin. (We didn't appreciate until later that 
· the short transport distances with local materials and the 

use of recycled ·components also reduced the embodied 
,!!nergy of our project.) In time, our two worlds- the 
'office in the city and the obsession on the hilltop-began 
to overlap and intertwine. It was to be expected, I 
suppose, that Belinda's early work with the American 
Institute of Architects Research Corporation, one of the 
first organizations to begin looking at energy use in 
buildings, and my lifelong interest in climate-responsive 
indigenous architecture would influence the details 
of our villa. 

The techniques we were developing, and our evolving 
i . •, appreciation of environmental issues, also began to 

weave themselves into our work in DC. Regardless of 
what our clients would say they needed, we always tried 
to make them build only what was necessary, and our 
knowledge of how much energy goes into erecting a 
building found expression in the details we designed. 
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~ · ' As our paviljon grew into a proper house, we posi
tioned the heaviest masonry and concrete elements 
where they would be exposed to winter sun- a featur,e 
t-ha..t transformed our construction into a passive solar 
abode. We had little choice. Without electricity we ' 
needed a less time-consuming way of staying warm than 
constantly burning wood. When the cabin was finally 
enclosed, a decade and a half after we started, it stayed 
warm in winter and cool in summer by virtue of its 
materials and orientation. Now, our visits extend deep 
into winter. It still feels satisfying simply to pass the 
night, even with snow blowing sideways. 

By most people's standards our cabin is too small
nearly all of it would fit inside a typical two-car garage
but the interplay of levels and shifting orientations give 
the interior a spacious feel, and we are hard-pressed to 
think of anything that might be lacking. Its compactness 
born out of minimizing materials also makes it easy to 
heat. We have added creature comforts, such as commis
sioning a well and buying a portable generator to pump 
water into a tank in the attic (which we used to fill by 
hand). But the process has altered our habits and the "' 
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memory of carrying every drop we consumed makes us 
frugal. Even after the arrival of full-time electricity pro· 
vided instant access to both cold and (gasp) hot water at 
the villa, we continue to wash dishes and take showers 
like we always did, treating water as a precious (and quite 
heavy) commodity. 

Having come this far, we couldn't stop. We jumped 
into the construction of a summer guesthouse for fair
weather friends- a tower wrapped in an exterior 
staircase that leads to a roof deck-and a studio. Older 
and presumably wiser, we could afford to watch a profes
sional mason lay more blocks in three days than Belinda 
and I had managed in rs years- it was humbling, but we 
had no regrets. The quirky journey of discovery that 
became Villa Floyd could never have been accomplished 
with hired help. 

We further involved the local community when 
building our small studio. The region is home to several 
timber frame companies, and the wood used for it was 
reportedly salvaged from a dilapidated barn somewhere 
in the county, and the skilled craftsmen wh.o"<issembled 
the frame were practically neighbors. The enti~e 
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production, from the acquisition of materials to their; 
fabrication and assembly, was concentrated within a 
20-rnile radius of the site. In the end the studio exceeded 
our expectations, requiring little additional effort to stay 
warm in winter, and experiencing only minor temperature ·· 
fluctuations when unattended-a crucial factor given 
the electronic devices the studio houses. 

The impulse to do what we did isn't unique, but the 
twisted course we followed led us to produce a cluster 
of buildings that are. We came to understand that we had 
imposed ourselves on a place whose history and tradi-
tions we didn't share .. .In some ways our very presence . 
amo\µlt.ed to trespa'ssing, and thrqµghout, our goals and .. 
resources were in flux. And it must·b\! said that "sustain
ability," as it is currently defined, w~s not always our'.6.rst 
pri9rity. Instead, we fell in lov'e with a piece ofland_:_a 
place. We tried to learn what-we could from our surrow1d- · 
ings and blend that with what we were""learning about · 
,architecture and construction. That wh at we produced . 
qualifies ~s sustainable design is simply the result of. .J 
a .commitment to respect the environment in ge]leral, 

·. 

and this place in particular. • · ..... ~ 
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Everyone Deserves 
a Richard Hutten 

182 Dwell November 2007 

Richard Hutten isn't worried if you graffiti his 
designs, roll around naked on them, or allow your dog 
to chew them up. In fact, h is first major retrospective 
at the Kunsthal, Rotterdam, features photos of people 
(and animals) doing all of the above. "I make things to 

be used," he says. "When -people send me photos like 
these, of my furniture in their homes, that's the biggest 
compliment they can pay me." He looks around at his 
Bronto chairs and Elephant hassocks standing pristine 
and captive in the exh ibit. "The museum isn't a natural 
environment for my work," he reflects. "I'm not about 

perfect images, but real objects for real people." 

With an impressive body of work behind h im, from 
his intelligent reworking of the Arts and Crafts Berlage 
Chair, to the casual but calculated Zzzidt stool (also 
known as Skippy, and named as the ultimate Dutch 
design object by Aaron Betsky in False Flat: Why D111ch 
Design Is So Good), Hutten is one of the Netherlands's 

most internationally successful designers. Still only 40, 
he belongs to the select but diverse group including 
Marcel Wanders, Hella )ongerius, and Jurgen Bey, who 
surfed the wave created by Droog Design in the early 
1990s. At this year's Milan furniture fair, he showed 15 
new objects, ranging from sleek silverware for Christofle 
to the enigmatic whi te Elephant developed for a real 
estate project in Amsterdam. 

In a sense, Hut ten enjoys the broadest appeal among 
his Droog contemporaries- having achieved a level of 
populari ty in Asia to rival that of another Dutch icon, .,,. 

C.opyr g ted IT'a c al 





J Profile 

Hutten's polyethylene Elephant 

was based on a low-res scan 
of one of his children's toys 
(and is also available as a light). 
Candlesticks for Christofle use 

the sphere as a defining form. 
This Chair demonstrates the 

strictness of Hutten's working 
method; it looks simple 
but was two-and-a-halt years 

in development. 
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Miffy (Dick Bruna's cute white rabbit)-but he remains 
the most Dutch in his resolute functionality: De Stijl 
furniture maker and architect Gerrit Rietveld is his idol, 

for the sober radicalism of his work. "I've been called the 
new Rietveld, and that's immensely flattering," he says. 
"Rietveld was a revolu tionary. He showed what you can 
do wi th just a few sticks of wood." 

A similar austerity is evident in all Hutten's objects, 
but the key to their success lies in the conceptual twist 
that gives them a frank and friendly presence. For 
example, Table-chair, his 1991 graduation project from 
the Design Academy Eindhoven, uses the simplest of 
forms to redefine both table and chair, by collapsing the 

boundaries between them. By the time he designed this 
piece, Hutten had already evolved his "No sign of design" 
philosophy. What would become his signature phrase 
found early expression in a room he created in which 
everything was composed of the same basic element: 
A flat-topped, four-legged form was used in varying sizes 
to serve as floor, ceiling, bed, chair, and table. "Scale gives 
meaning and defines function," Hutten adds. 

The same disciplined approach is evident in the 
Atomes d'Argent series of silverware that he recently 
designed for Christo fie. Each of the seven pieces in the 
luxury collection is functional, he is keen to point out. 
Moreover, all repeat the same simple design motif: 
clusters of spheres. He chose spheres, he says, because he 
considers their reflections more beautiful than those of 

flat forms. Jn fact, it's the reflections that give the objects 

their decorative appearance, allowing the designer to 
achieve an ornamental effect while using a restrained 
geometric shape. "For me, design is a thinking process," 

says Hutten. "It's not about form, it's not about shaping." 
Dutch writer Ed van Hinte succinctly summarizes 

h is method: "Richard Hutten is an industrial designer 

who works from a clearly defined set of limi tations 
rather than towards an image of what the object is 
going to have to look l ike." This Chair, a lean and lovely 
stackable design for Lensvelt (2004), demonstrates the 
strictness of Hutten's working method, which is based 
on what he calls "defining the rules." 

"The plywood seat and metal frame chair has been 

done so many times before, but for me, !Arne] Jacobsen's 
Series 7 was always the best," Hutten explains. "So 
I thought, how can I add anything to that?" He decided 
instead to reduce the raw materials to create a l ighter, 
more sustainable chair. Whereas Jacobsen used 12-

mil!imeter-thick plywood, Hutten settled on 5 millime
ters, a decision that pushed current technology to the 
limit. Following a Jong search for a manufacturer for the 
seat and back, there was a two-and-a-half-year struggle 
to perfect the molds. "It looks simple, but it was a 
nightmare because there isn't a straight line in it." says 
Hutten. "Traditionally, design aims at solving problems. 
But I don't solve problems, I create possibilities." 

"The charm of Richard's objects is that they look 
so straightforward, yet t hey are complex and difficult 
to achieve," comments Aaron Betsky, director of the ,. 
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"When people send me photos like these, of 
my furniture in their homes, that's the biggest 
Compliment they Can pay me."- Richard Hutten 
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2004's 2 Love Seat was pro

duced in a limited edition of 
three, one of which is currently 
in the Stedelijk Museum. 

Hutten designed the Cross 
for Droog in 1994. The Sexy 
Relaxy chair resembles a 
person chilling out. The Table 

Lamp, from 1998, is as 
simple as the name implies. 
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Cincinnati Art Museum. "There's a childlike innocence 
to his basic forms that he treats with a smile and manipu

lates into something adult." 
"Richard's designs have great clarity," adds Wim Pijbes, 

director of Rotterdam's Kunsthal, who has been familiar 
with Hutten since Droog's first exhibition in Milan in 
1993. "He's a true designer. When you ask Richard for 
a chair, a chair is what you get, not an art object that you 
can also sit on. His work always shows a good use of 
materials and is sold at a good price. I think in the future 
he will emerge as a great designer of mass-produced 
objects, unlike Wanders and Jongerius, who are basically 

1 imited-edition designers." 

Dombo, Hutten's famously jolly child's drinking cup 
with big ears for handles, suggests that Pijbes is right: 
100,000 have been sold so far. Dombo retails at about ten 
euros. making it a highly democratic design object. "But 
it's still the most expensive plastic cup in the world!" 
counters Hutten. "I want to make beautiful objects that 
as many people as possible can enjoy." He continues 
unabashedly, and without irony,"! think everyone de
serves a Richard Hutten." 

Meanwhile, fresh fields beckon: In Korea he was asked 
to design the building (an enormous 2,152,782-square
foot complex complete with design shopping mall) 
and curriculum for a new design school, which will also 
bear his name. "Attitude is what I'm going to teach," 
he says. "The Asian way is to follow a leader; they say, 
tell me what to do. I say, you have to think for yourself." 

The building will be a collaboration with MVRDV, 
with whom he also collaborated on a new housing 
development in Amsterdam. The Parkrand apartment 

block features three huge "outdoor rooms" which Hutten 
outfitted with giant plant pots on enormous saucers, 
13-foot-tall chandeliers, and sofas. For the playroom, 
he created the Elephant hassock and light, using a toy 
(belonging to his young sons, Abel and Boris) as a model: 
The ribbon pattern on it is the result of the low-resolu
tion scan he used. "The context is the reason this object 

exists," he says. "Form follows context." 
Given the strongly architectonic element in his work, 

more adventures in building seem inevi table. "There 
will absolutely be a Richard Hutten building one day," 
he agrees. He is also working on a series of photographs 
of people in their own homes, which will form the basis 
of an exhibition and book. "The theme is voyeurism," he 
says. "The subject is people who are just waking up and 
going about their morning routines, all over the world. 
It's based on sequences. I've been a fan of Eadweard 
Muybridge and his time-lapse images since I was a kid." 

One plan Hutten does not have is to enlarge his studio. 
"!have five people working for me, and I want to keep 
it small," he says. "We're like a rock band and I'm the 
singedsongwriter-I'm very selective about the commis
sions I take on, and I do all the design. I don't want to 
run a design factory. If someone calls up and asks for 
a Richard Hutten, then a Richard Hutten is exactly what 
they're going to get." • 
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Istanbul views: The scene on 
the balcony of the famed 

Pierre Loti Gate near the sacred 
Eyup Mosque (above) and the 

city seen from the Galata Tower 

(opposite), looking down on 
the Galata bridge and some of 
the prettiest rooftops in town, 
on the edge of the fashionable 
Beyoglu district . 

Inside Istanbul 
The old saw that Istanbul is the bridge between Europe 
and Asia is technically true-the Bosporus Strait parts 
Istanbul into a European side and an Asian side-but 
doesn't go far into explaining its uniquely Turkish nature. 
Ever since people began building in the area around 
5,500 BC. it has been a place of constant tumult. With 
each new empire-it was the capital for the Romans, 
the Byzantines, and the Ottomans- palaces and churches 
were razed and rebuilt to honor the latest despot. 
Civilizations came and went. It was named and renamed. 

So it makes sense that what exactly constitutes the 
Turkish nature is very much up for grabs. The Republic 
of Turkey was founded in r923, by Mustafa Kemal 
A ta ti.irk, who saw that in order for Turkey to avoid being 
divided up by and parceled out to various European 
forces after the Ottoman Empire's defeat in World War I, 
it had to become a modern nation. He abolished the 
caliphate, changed the script from Arabic to Latin, gave 

women greater rights, and helped write a democratic 
constitution. He moved the capital from old Stamboul. 
formerly Constantinople,. to the central city of Ankara. 

But modernizat ion- or to put it slightly more 
pejoratively, Westernization- couldn't be done by 
government mandate alone. The price for abandoning 
tradition was a loss of certain freedoms; to distance 
the new state from Islamic rule, Atati.irk made it illegal 
for men to wear the fez and women to don head scarves. 
Those laws have since been relaxed, but the current 
political situation is an uneasy mix of military rule and 
democratic process. 

Culturally, though, Istanbul benefits from the tension 
between tradition and modernity; it's a lovely mess. As 
has been widely noted, the person with the most lasting 
impact on Istanbul may not be any sultan or ruler, 
but the r6th-century architect Sinan, who designed the 
approximately 100 mosques that define the skyline. ,. 
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Looking down from Galata 
Tower onto Galata Square (left), 
festooned with flags and home 
to a number of cafes and street 
vendors. Designer Efe Buluc 

(right) lounges in House Gate, 
close to his home in the 
fashionable Nisantasi district. 
It lies slightly out of most tour
ists' radars, although Nobel 
Prize-winning novelist Orhan 
Pamuk has written extensively 
about his experiences growing 

up in the neighborhood. 
0 p.238 
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Sinan is a hard act to follow-his designs are beautiful 
in their simplicity and elegant geometry-but not all 
modern architecture makes one long for the Ottomans. 
In the Levent district, malls have been constructed on a 

grand scale. Kanyon, the flashiest, does indeed seem like 
a canyon; its semicircular design makes the promenade 
around the shopping center, movie house, and apartment 
complex seem like a geological expedition. The Nisantasi 
district, famously described by longtime resident and 
Nobel Prize-winning author Orhan Pamuk, is fi lled with 
chic boutiques and Art Nouveau architecture. The 
Ist anbul of Agatha Christie's Orient Express-era writing, 
a European trade center of the city formerly called Pera 

and now named Beyoglu, has the highest concentrations 
of hipsters. They beeline for the cafes, bars, and music 
venues; at night, the streets jump with outdoor cafes 
and a mix of traditional fasiland pounding club music 
around every cobble-stoned corner. 

To get perspective on today's Istanbul. I spoke to 
Efe Buluc, 32, who is one-third of the To22 design team. 
He, along with the New York-based Mark Goetz and 
the London-based Todd Bracher, takes a philosophical 

approach. They have won notice with their clever 
designs-a martini glass, for instance, that uses the olive 
as a stopper. Born in Ankara, Buluc moved to the United 
States when he was rs and was educated at Pratt Institute 
in New York; as a result. Buluc says that even after four 
years in the city, he can still feel "like a tourist in my own 
country." He chose to move back to Turkey because he 
wanted to work from somewhere besides an established 
(and, in his view, complacent) design spot such as Milan, 
and he wants to help raise the profile of his home coun try. 
We spent a few hours at the very pleasant House Cafe 
in h is neighborhood of Nisan tasi, drinking lemonade 
and discussing the limits and possibilities within the 
city of Istanbul. .,. 
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Something old, something 
new: The rather preposse.ss
ing entrance to the Istanbul 
Modern (right) stands in sharp 
contrast to a lovely, Sinan
designed mosque in Ortakoy 
(below), on the Asian side. 
The Istanbul Modern, along 
with a number of small gal
leries, has welcomed a new 
generation of contemporary 
Turkish artists. 

/ 
/ 

What were some of your first impressions 

of Istanbul? 

Initial impression? I thought it was old 

and chaotic. New York is chaot ic too, 

but New York seems more like a place of 

work. lstan·bul is more l ike a b iblical c ity. 

What made you decide to move here? 

The qual ity of living is a lot higher here ... 

but I'm also a Turk. I wanted to claim my 

own town a l it t le bit. There's a lot of power 

in that, doing work in your own count ry. 

One should be proud of that. I do work 

around the world, but you have to [do work 

at home, too). People have suggested that 

one of the reasons Istanbul has such an 

active creative scene now is because more 

people have begun working with ideas of 

tradit ion and what it means to be Turk ish. 

What do you think of the design scene? 

Turkey is very influenced by the design 

in other countries, and I th ink that it hasn't 

fully found its character .... But I don't 

think groundbreaking design has a country. 

I wouldn't worry about making a design 

Turkish, or American or English or what have 

you. To me , it's like math. Once you get 

it right, there's only one way of doing it. 

But do you ever get inspiration from the 

history in Istanbul? 

The city is crawling with historical s ites. 

I don't look at the older stuff; I don't like 

to I ive in the past. 

But if you had to go ... 

Oh, of course, there are the things that one 

has to see. I have friends who visit and I 

take them around. There's a t rain station in 

Haydarpasa that's absolutely gorgeous. The • 
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The arches of the Valens 
Aqueduct (right), completed 
in 368, span a busy avenue, 
fusing the ancient with the 
modern-a common juxta· 
position in Istanbul. Devout 
Muslims and Western-style 
tourists congregate outside 
the Blue Mosque (below) in 
the Sultanahmet district. 

mosques by Sinan have to be seen, as wel l 

as the Hagia Sophia. There's a lot of power 

in that bui lding, I mean maybe the pyramids 

in Egypt get close to it, but nothing else. 

Where are t he modern places you like? 

Have you been to Kanyon, the shopping 

mall? It was designed by an American 

architect [John Simones], with a Turkish 

partner. That building shows the potential 

of modern architecture in Istanbul that 

doesn't ruin the city. Some people seem 

to think Istanbul is precious, that you can't 

make new t hings, but that 's not true. 

Something doesn't have to have Turkish 

decoration to be Turkish. The city is 

changing its face; there's no need to make 

th ings that look Turkish. The thing is, people 

don't have a clear idea of what "looking 

Turkish" would look l ike. They can't. Turkey 

combines c ultures and religions-Istanbul 

is a huge rmelt ing pot, so much more so 

than New York. People outside Turkey don't 

really know about it .. and Turkey doesn't 

advertise itself so well. 

Who are your favorite Turkish designers? 

Ayse Birse~. she's an industrial designer. 
I l ike my dad, too. Seriously, he's a great 

architect. Ragip Buluc. 

Any based in Istanbul? 

Hmmm ... no ... [Buluc smiles apologetically]. 

You know, Istanbul is very old, full of beauty 

and magic, but it creates problems. You 

can't pull rabbits out of hats. It's l ike, 

you couldn't make a movie like Jaws here 

because that's not about being Turkish, 

and things have to be about being Turk ish, 

not just about a big shark. In L.A. or Aus

tralia, you can make whatever and become ~ 
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Altttouch the exterior of the 
Blue Mosque (technically 
the Sultan Ahmed Mosque) Is 
eorpous, many say that it's 
not Sinan's masterwork: the 
sightlines inside are obscured 
by a number of columns. 
This is not a problem for the 
magnificent Hagia Sofia (in 
back&found), which sits directly 
across from the Blue Mosque 
in Sultanahmet Square. 
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vetrazzo 

recycled glass [from t raffic lights, windows, beverage containers and many other unique sources] 

t ran sfo rm ed into exquisite surfaces [for countertops, tabletops, vanities, mantles and more] 
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The Ataturk Cultural Center 
(right), located in the busy 
Taksim Square, is home to the 

opera and many state-spon
sored music and performance 
events. For a different view of 

Istanbul, climb in the balloon 
in Kadikoy (below) and see the 

city by air. Or just eat in the 
restaurant next to the balloon. 

successful on those terms, but it 's different 

here. But that's changing too. It's interest ing 

to have Kanyon in Istanbul. You can't 

compare Sinan to Kanyon- Sinan worked 

on a fantastic human scale-but Kanyon is 

very important because young Westernized 

Turks such as myself need a place to go and 

feel that there's a modern environment. 

So where e·lse do you like to go in Istanbul? 

I l ike being at the seaside. There's a nice 

area ca lled Bebek that has a lot of green. 

You take a boat to go to the Princes' Islands. 

It's a rough ride, but it's nice to get away 

from the hectic city. I like to go to the Asian 

side-that's where the t ra in station is. A lot 

of people put it down, and say that nothing 

real ly happens there- but it 's f un to take the 

boat; you can see Istanbul's magical side. 

Do you spend a lot of time in the Nisantasi 

neighborhood, where you work? Drive 

around? Take walks? 

I don't wall< around so much. In New York, 

walking around gives [one] confidence 

and energy. In Istanbul , it 's exhaust ing. 

Because of the cars? [The traffic is terrifying.) 

No .... Oh no, I sound so negative! Let me say 

this: The people in Istanbul are more rea l 

and mature than other people. In New York, 

people my age act like they don't know what 

l ife is about. In Istanbul, there is a weight on 

people, a I ived-in and experienced look. 

Also, we 're a warm-blooded, Mediterranean 

people who are extremely friendly and my 

friendships in Turkey are incredibly strong. 

And I like Istanbul. I think that it's a blank 

page that needs to be filled by a new 

generat ion of Turks. We're capable of great 

things. It's an extremely rich culture. • 
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[Alternative Energy 101 

Knowledge Is Power 

If necessity is the mother of invention, then the 
coupled concerns of population growth and resource 
depletion might be considered the parents of energy 
innovation. In the face of scarcity, we find great creativ
ity, as seen through the recent proliferation of efficient, 
renewable, and independent power solutions. The 
development of green technologies may soon outpace 
the rise of gas prices, whkh will save us money and curb 
emissions that contribute to global warming. How fast 
this happens is up to us; and contrary to most people's 
assumptions, it's not on the road where we'll speed up 
progress but in our homes and offices. Buildings account 
for nearly half of the greenhouse gases sent into the 
atmosphere, so finding ways to imp rove efficiency at 
home can go a long way toward jmproving the environ
ment, saving cash, and supporting the research and 
development of ever better technologies. 

Horne energy-saving devices still haven't completely 
overcome the stereotype of ungainly eyesores on other
wise lovely houses, but they're getting closer. Now that 
solar energy can be collected through photovoltaic roof 
tiles instead of enormous elevated panels, efficiency can 
be subtle-even elegant- which means that environ
mentally conscious design addicts can have their cake 
and eat it too. Indoors, advancements in insulation, 

I Story by Sarah Rich I 111ustrations by National Forest 

appliance mechanics, and lighting have enabled a fresh 
compatibility between energy conservation and style. 

Ease of use with energy-saving devices is another 
consideration that's long been regarded as a barrier to 
adoption among many homeowners. We assume alterna
tive technologies are hard to install and even harder to 
maintain-that you have to be a DIY enthusiast to take 
advantage of them. But it's now easy to find preassem
bled, ready-to-use products, and many companies offer 
installation and service. 

It's also possible to tap into green energy without 
making any modifications to your home or site. Many 
energy companies offer their customers green options. 
In Washington, Oregon, and California, for example, you 
can opt for your power to come directly from wind farms 
or, where that's not possible, to have a portion of your 
payments go toward the development of green energy 
technologies in the form of"credits." When purchased 
from a general energy provider, choosing green doesn't 
usually cost more. This kind of plan gives consumers the 
power to drive the distribution of renewable energy and 
decrease consumption of fossil fuels. 

Throughout the following pages we'll explore the 
available technology, and take a look at ways to save 
energy at home. 
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USDoE Green Power resource 
www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower 

The U.S. Department of Energy's Office of 

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

website has a great collection of resources 

on choosing and buying green power. 

Green Tags 
www.green-e .org 

www.recs.org 

Green tags, also known as renewable energy 

certificates, are like offset credits for energy 

usage. Even where green power is not avail

able for purchase through a local provider, 

you can buy green tags as a way to subsidize 

and advance the production of renewable 

energy. Each green tag represents the bene

f its or "attributes" of a particular kind of 

renewable power, and can be traded or 

bought on the green energy market kind of 

like currency, making it possible for anyone 

to invest in the development of renewables 

and facili tate wider access. 

Power ~core~ard 
www.powerscorecard.org 

In order to select the kind of green power 

that's right for your individual needs and 

makes the most sense for you in terms of 

environmental impact or benefit, take a look 

at Power Scorecard, an on line comparison 

tool t hat scores utilit ies' power offerings 

in four states. 

Flex Your Power 
www.fypower.org 

California is one of the leaders in getting 

green power options to its residents, with 

Southern California Edison setting the 

nat ional bar at 17 percent of its tota l gen

eration coming from renewables. California 

also leads in public education about green 

energy. The statewide Flex Your Power part

nership runs an extensive informational web

site that provides energy-efficiency resources 

for the resident ial, commerc ial, industrial, 

inst itut ional, and agricultural sectors. ~ 
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Home Energy Monitors 

There's no shortage of evidence for the 

theory that when we know we're being 

watched, we become more conscious of our 

behavior-we even change our behavior in 

t urn. It doesn't have to be a person watching; 

it could be a computerized device, or even 

a mirror that provides us with an immediate 

reflection of our own habits. On this basis, 

real-time monitors that display the amount 

of energy we' re consuming serve as non

invasive behavior modifiers to encourage 

· us to cut back on wastefulness. 

Wattson by DIY Kyoto 

www.diykyoto.com 

As t he name suggests, DIY Kyoto is a com

pany that's taken global warming prevention 

into its own hands. Their Wattson home

energy monitor is wel l designed and well 

mannered, quietly presenting a pink-l it 

display of kilowatt-hours used on a box that 

looks not unl ike a digital clock. 

PowerCost Monitor 

from Blue Line Innovations 

www.bluel ineinnovations.com/powercost 

monitor·.php 

It's one thing to see real-time energy usage 

as a measurement of ki lowatt-hours, but 

quite another to see it displayed in dol lars 

and cents. The PowerCost shows both kinds 

of data through a wireless device receiving 

information from a transmitter on the house

hold utility meter. Nothing l ike a little 

financial incent ive to change habits fast. 

Energy Star Labeling 

Labeling systems help standardize the quali

f ications and quality of green products, as 

well as helping consumers know what's what. 

The U.S. Department of Energy's Energy 

Star label has become one of the most 

ubiquitous and trusted symbols for guiding 

people toward environmentally responsible 

appliances and electronics. Energy Star now 

has an interactive website where you can 

explore ways to become more energy efficient 

in each room of your home. 

Energy Star @ Home 

www.energystar.gov 

An interactive room-by-room tour teaches 

you about different ways to improve effi

ciency at home and consider the options that 

are best suited to your budget and taste. 

Vampire Power 

Probably the most evocative term among t he 

otherwise technocratic energy vocabulary, 

vampire power is t he continuous current 

that appliances and electronics draw from 

an outlet even when turned off. As long as 

the plug is in the wall, trace amounts of 

energy seep in to maintain standby mode, 

taking with it trace amounts of your bank 

account and slowly increasing your energy 

bill. In order to prevent electrical goods 

from sucking unnecessary juice, they must 

either be unplugged or plugged into power 

strips t hat have an on/off switch. El iminating 

t his energy drain can reduce bills by up to 

10 percent. • 

a 
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Climate Control 

Few things use more energy at home than the pursuit 
of the perfect indoor temperature. Air-conditioning and 
heating have made our home climates more comfortable 
over the past half century, but our global climate has 
borne the cost. There are a number of ways to increase 
the effectiveness of wall and window insulation to mod
erate the use of energy-hungry climate-control devices. 
Using these strategies, you can save money while staying 
cozy when it's cool, and breezy when it's warm. 

THE SUN 

COOL 
I N S ID E 

INSULATION MODEL 
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Window Glaze 

Natural light and good insulation are two 

of the most important elements of a green

built house, though without attention to 

detail, they can stand at odds with one 

another, since glass is a far less effective 

insulator than any sol id wall material. When 

moving into or renovating an old house, 

replacing single-pane windows is often 

the first priority. The dual-pane upgrade 

improves t he R-value (the measurement 

of heat loss through glass) considerably by 

enclosing a thin layer of air between two 

panes of glass. Even better is a triple-glaze 

window, which seals two spaces between 

three panes of glass coated with a low

emissivity (low~E) glaze that reflects radi

ant indoor heat, dramatically decreasing 

heat loss. 

Insulation 

Despite its fabulous color, the pink fluff 

of typical insulation doesn't do much to 

regulate indoor cl imate compared to the 

gels, foams, structural insulated panels 

(SI Ps), and other high-tech materials that 

are now avai lable for residential use. The 

standard pink batting also conta ins sub

stances that present serious health hazards 

in the home. You can now find new insu

lation options made from natural, nontoxic, 

and recycled postconsumer material. 

Spray foam insulation 

www.icynene.com 

When insulating with spray foam, certified 

installers show up looking ready for space 

travel or battle against a deadly virus. Hoses 

in hand, they spray into wall and ceil ing 

cavities, and the foam immediately begins 

to swell and expand, filling in every bit of 

empty air space. Whi le the process looks 

hazardous, most spray foam is actually envi

ronmentally friendly and nontoxic. Once 

installed, it 's some of t he most effic ient, 

lightweight, and stable insulation around. 

SIPs 

www.sips.org 

In the vein of t he prefab craze, structural 

insulated panels are a popular choice for 

modern architects. The prefabricated units 

create a highly effic ient insulated skeleton 

for a new bui lding. They are lightweight and 

modular, making them easy to use and to 

move. SI Ps save construction time and site 

waste, require smaller HVAC equipment, 

and contain wir ing channels that simplify 

the installation of electrical systems. 

Denim insulation 

www.bondedlogic.com 

We love j eans t hat appear worn and tat

tered-so much so that we pay big money for 

a strategically placed tear- but old denim 

does more than make a fashion statement. 

Bonded Logic developed a home insulation 

material made with recyc led denim that 

eliminates the toxicity inherent in fiberglass 

insulation and makes use of old dungarees 

that are ·torn in unfashionable ways. 

Mushroom insulation 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

www.rpi.edu 

Greensulate almost qual if ies as "grow-your

own" insulation, made from the spores of 

oyster mushrooms blended with flour and 

minerals to create an organic, f ire-retardant 

insulation board. It's not much more effi

cient than standard fiberglass, so perhaps 

not the t,op choice for energy savings, but it 

does el im inate toxins and petrochemicals 

from the walls of your home (and serves as 

a good party topic when entertaining). This 

material doesn't exist commercially yet, 

but the students who developed it during 

scient ific research have sparked significant 

interest f rom the green design industry. "' 
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Light On 

The standard pear-sh aped incandescent bulb that 
most of us have been using for ages has a bad reputation 
among environmentalists as a.n energy hog. Incandescent 
bulbs last a very short time, and waste almost all of 
the energy passing through them in th~ form of heat, 
rendering them highly inefficient as a light source. These 
days, almost every list of"simple steps for saving the 
environment" includes switching from incandescents 
to compact fluorescents, which last up to ten times as 
long and shrink energy bills. 

COMPACT FLUORESCENT 
LAMP BULB (CFLs) 

INCANDESCENT VS. CFL 

CF Ls 

The coil of a compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) 

is a known symbol for energy effic iency. 

Simply replacing incandescents with CFLs 

throughout a home or building can cut light

ing energy use by more than 50 percent. 

Because it 's as.easy as swapping out one 

· bulb for another, everyone from Oprah to 

Home Depot to the Department of Energy 

has launched campaigns encouraging people 

to make the switch. It's a small change 

that makes a big difference, saving 2,000 

t imes its own weight in greenhouse gases. 

Nevertheless, many people resist the move 

to CFLs because t he quality of light gener

ally pales in comparison to a glowing white 

incandescent. It's a common complaint that 

the light is too yellow, too dim, or simply 

disrupt ive to a considered home atmosphere. 

Knowing this, light ing companies have 

been striving for a more ambient, appealing 

quality of illumination so that there's no 

excuse not to choose a CFL. 

LEDs 

Light emitting diodes (LEDs) have been 

used for a long t ime in products t hat require 

long-lasting illuminat ion with little energy, 

such as traffic l ights, illuminated signage, 

and smal l indicator lights in electronic 

devices. They come in a range of colors 

and take about 85 percent less power than 

standard lighting. Only recent ly have LEDs 

been considered for residential and com

mercial l ighting applications, undergoing 

design modificat ions to increase compat i

bi lity wit h standard fixtures. They currently 

cost more than CFLs and have fewer uses, 

but as interest in everyday LED use grows, 

so does research and development toward 

creat ing viable consumer products, such as 

Herman Mil ler's Leaf l ight. 

The tables below (based on the U.S. 

Department of Energy website) compare 

CFLs and incandescents. They assume the 

light is on for six hours per day and that the 

electric rate is ten cents per kilowatt-hour. " 

LIGHT EMITTING DIODES (LEDs) 

BULB REPLACEMENT LIFE SPAN 

fl Incandescent (100 wani 

• CFL (27 wan) 

Replacements ove< 4.5 years 

1,842.5 

$ 1i 
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Actually, yes. It's part of a process called traceability. At Stora Enso we're able to track the origin of all our wood fiber 

used around the world. In Russia it means working with multiple partners to improve the transparency of the wood supply 

chain. This involves monitoring and communicating working conditions, business practices and encouraging community 
involvement of wood suppliers. Our credibility in the supply chain is aided by third party certification systems like FSC, 

SFI and PEFC in North America, and our reporting efforts are worth it to customers who value the information. Because a 

tree falling in a forest is a question everyone should know the answer to. 

www.storaenso.com/sustainability STORAENSO~ 
what a paper Company can do 

C,opyr g ted IT'a c al 
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Sunlight Transport Lighting 

Sun I ight transportat ion systems are t he 

pinnacle of innovation in energy-effic ient 

design. Using photovoltaic panels and 

fiber optic threads or cables, t hese systems 

literal ly transport daylight into windowless 

spaces, far outshining t he full-spect rum 

Jightbulbs that have long been used to get 

natural-feel ing l ight into dark places. 

Pa rans 

www.parans.com 

Swedish lighting company Parans has one of 

t he most advanced and diverse product l ines 

for natural indoor lighting. The three-part 

system pul ls in sunlight through external ly 

Sunlight Direct 

www.sunl ight-direct.com 

The Department of Energy's Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory developed hybrid solar 

lighting as part of an investigation into 

improved ~ome energy efficiency. The 

system uses rooftop mirrors mounted 

alongside solar collectors to concentrate 

and direct sunl ight into diffusion rods 

that illuminate an array of cei ling fixtures 

to light even large rooms consistently. 

In large spaces, this can save thousands 

of dol lars in electricity and c limate-control 

costs over several years. 

mounted solar panels, transmits it through Re:Form Energy Curtain 

fiber opt ic cables, and projects it into interior www.tti .se 

rooms through a ceil ing f ixture designed to 

sui t a variety of tastes and functional needs. Researchers at Sweden's Interactive Instit ute 

Zeno sunl ight lamps 

www.luceplan.it 

Zeno was designed for Luceplan as an inte

grated ceiling light ing system that can use 

solar col lection in conjunct ion with several 

dif ferent kinds of bulbs. Wit h multiple 

opt ions, the light can change its quality, 

direct ion, and diffusion for a customized 

and adjustable ambience. 

found a way to weave solar-collecting tech

nology into text i les, forming a window shade 

that can store solar light during the day and 

emit it at night. The interact ive energy cur-

tain allows t he user to determine how much 

energy to store and use according to how 

far t he shade is pulled down during the day, 

helping i lluminate the relationship between 

power saved and power spent. .. 

t 
t 
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Gusty Thoughts 
and Tanlcless Taslcs 

WIND 
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Residential Wind 

When we think of alternative energy at home, 

our minds leap straight to solar panels, t he 

most obvious symbol of a site-generated 

grid-free power source. It's less common to 

think of wind turbines for small-scale resi

dential use, because most of us have only 

seen them by the hundreds along highways 

or on agricultural land. The power generated 

on those sprawling farms can be purchased 

for residential use through many energy 

providers, but it's also possible to put a 

small turbine right on your property and get 

the same results with the added bonus of 

self -sufficiency. Residential wind turbines 

have been slower to hit the market t han 

solar, largely because refining the design 

for home use has required a great deal of 

engineering (especial ly maximizing efficiency 

where wind currents don't reach high inten-

On-Demand Hot Water 

We don't keep a kettle boiling on t he stove 

al l day for the one moment when we want 

tea, so why do we keep water heated around 

the clock when al l we need it for is a shower 

or a load of laundrY? On-demand heating 

technology, also known as tankless heating, 

makes hot water avai lable only when it's 

needed, saving the energy required to heat 

it when it's not being used. A tankless heater 

is much smaller than a typical hot water 

tank, containing j ust a set of coils through 

which water passes for quick warming. 

Though the on-demand system costs more 

than a standard hot water system, it saves 

money over its lifetime as it el iminates most 

of the energy (and costs) that heating your 

water normally demands. 

sit ies). However, a host of start-ups are rising There are many different manufacturers of 

to the challenge and the f irst residential tur- tankless hot water systems and a range of 

bines to hit the market are said to provide for opt ions depending on whether you want gas 

up to 70 percent of a home's energy needs. or electric, what your demand is, how large 

Southwest Wind Power's Skystream 

www.skystreamenergy.com 

Mag-Wind 
www.mag-wind.com 

Bergey Windpower 
www.bergey.com 

Kestrel Wind TurbineS> 

www.dcpower-systems.com 

+
+
+
+-
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a space you have for the heater, and how 

many points of use t he heater is intended 

to serve. Tankless water heaters generally 

last longer than standard storage tanks. 

Bosch AquaStar 
www. bosch hotwater .com 

Chronomite Instant-Flow SR 
www.chronomite.com 

Rinnai. 
www.rinnai.com 

Noritz 
www.noritz.com .-

+
+
+
+-

ON-DEMAND HOT WATER 
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Zeroing In 

It's become increasingly common to hear the term 
"zero energy" or "zero carbon" used to describe buildings 
that achieve complete energy sustainability by generat
ing as much energy as they consume. Zero-energy homes 
require no input from nonrenewable off-site power 
sources, emit no net greenhouse gases into the atmo
sphere, and sometimes feed surplus energy back into 
the grid. Many combinations of passive and active gener
ation can be used for designing a zero-energy structure, 
depending on what's appropriate for local climate, bud
get, site regulations, codes, and individual preferences. 

Passive efficiency strategies are best implemented 
during the construction phase. These include things 
like orientation on the site for maximum southern sun 
exposure during winter months, natural ventilation 
systems, strategically placed windows and shade trees, 
and thermal mass that can absorb and retain heat. 
More active strategies include geothermal heat pumps 
that recover energy from ground sourc~s. and wind 
turbines placed on site. 

1 
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Zero Energy from the Ground Up: 
Glass & Bedolla House 

One of the earliest and most memorable 

examples of designing and bui lding for zero 

energy comes from architect Zoka Zola, 

whose zero-energy Glass & Bedolla House 

exempl ifies a rT)Odern-organic-fusion style 

and low-impact luxury living. Some crit ics 

point out that the house is not smal l (a deal- . 

breaker for those who consider compact

ness an inextricable part of sustainable 

building), but Zola zeroes out every square 

foot through solar, wind, and geothermal 

systems. One of the crowning characteristics 

of the house is its external coat of greenery, 

which creates an elegant insulating shroud. 

As a prototype, the house's Chicago location 

offers an optimal laboratory for testing 

extremes. Frigid winters and sweltering 

summers don't make the task easy, but 

through extensive prel iminary observation 

of the site and surrounding environment, 

Zola managed to equip the house properly 

to handle the weather. 

Energy Retrofit: 
The Now House Project 

It may be simpler to build a zero-energy 

home from scratch than to retrofit an existing 

structure, but buildings constructed in the 

20th century are.generally the most in need 

of upgrades for energy efficiency. There are 

some simple modifications that can be made 

on existing homes to dramatical ly reduce 

waste, emissions, resource exploitat ion, and 

energy bi lls. The Canada-based Now House 

project has developed a repl icable model for 

retrofitting World War 11 homes to near-zero 

net energy. Deterioration that comes with old 

age and the inferior quality of mid-century 

materials is the largest issue these homes 

face. As a rebuttal . the Now House focuses 

primari ly on sealing the building envelope, 

replacing worn insulation, and instal ling 

solar panels. It's a homeowner-friendly strat

egy that keeps costs and disruption down. • 
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Shop ModernMarket Online 
You can now find all 
of our ModernMarket 
advertisers online at 
dwel I .com/modernmarket. 
Search by product, category, 
or company name. 

The companies listed at 
right are improving your 
ModernMarket Onl ine 
shopping experience by 
featuri ng multiple products, 
images, and a " buy now" 
button to make a purchase. 

Happy shopping! 

Fabulous Stationery 
Modern personalized notes with a free 
return address option. 

Lumens Light + Living 
Lumens for modern lighting. fans. and 
home accessories. 

MD-Canvas 
MO-Canvas.com, the cool, affordable 
solution for large modern art. 

Sumo Lounge 
Sumo Lounge high-tech beanbag 
furniture offers cool lounging comfort. 

Bartels 

Advertisers with this symbol feature additional 
products at dwel I .com/modern market. 

2thousand degrees 

Presenting Hudson from 2thousand 
degrees-clean, pure style with a 
presence. Cylindrical slass shade 
topped with a simple metal cap detail, 
suspended from a round canopy. 
Available in red, brown. latte , and 
white colors with an energy-efficient 
compact fluorescent lamp option. 

~2007 Generation Brands 

Tel. (847) 4 10-4400 
Fax (847) 4 10-4 500 
www.2 thousanddegrees.com 

Unicahome.com 
Style. Selection. Service. 

The Kuno Prey Christmas tree 
will delight young and old alike. 
Standing five feet tall, this tree 
is made of bottle brushes and 
painted wood. A new twist on an 
old tradition. Available exclusively 
through Unicahome. 

Toll-free (888) 898-6422 
www.unica home.com 

Click! Design That Fits 

Click! features a refreshing 
collection of high-quality 
contemporary furnishings. 
tabletop embelhshments, 
fabulous handbags. and the 
unique 1ewelry of Smersh Design. 
Shop onhne or VISll us in Seattle. 

Shown: Cork Tower pendant by 
Click! owner Frances Smersh 

Toll-free (877) 328-9252 
www.ClickDesignThatFits.com 

Zeber-Martell 
Clay Studio 

Decorative and func!lonal clay 
pieces luxuriously patterned with 
v ivid, airbrushed underglazes. 

From tables to mirrors p lus lamps, 
vases, platters. and wall tiles for 
t he finely crafted home. 

Shown: Glazed ceramic side table 
23' T x 24' Diam. (glass) x 
20' Diam. (base) 

Tel. (330) 253-3808 
www.zebermartell.com 

CLICK' 
De•lgn That Fits . 



SolarVenti 

SolarVenti is the ecological solution 
for problems with condensation, 
mold, mildew. musty odors. or ii you 
simply want an unlimited supply of 
fresh air. The system ventilates and 
dehumidifies cabins, RVs. boats, 
basements. and garages with free 
solar power. 20.000 units sold 
worldwide. Manu factured in Denmark. 

Exclusively Distributed By: 
Solar Imports 
Tel. (949) 715-7477 
www.solar~imports.com 

Share the Tastes 
of Spain this 
Holiday Season! 

Authentic Spanish foods and gilts 
including paella and tapas kits, 
jam6n serrano ham, marcona 
almonds, artisan manchego cheese, 
plus over 500 classic Spanish 
products! Use code DWE7 and save 
10 percent on orders placed by 
December 31. 2007. 

Toll-free (800) 710-4303 
www.latienda.com 

Modular Art 
By Beth Weintraub 

Enrich your life with original art for 
your modern eye. Etched metals. 
works on paper, and silkscreen 
on panel. No computers. no 
photography, just good design done 
by hand in San Francisco. 

Pricing for Dwell readers. 

Tel. (415) 626-5349 
www.bethweintraub.com/dwell 

Modern Starts Now 

We believe in the many independent 
and emerging designers working today 
to create timeless furnit ure, art. and 
accessories. It's design you haven 't 
seen in everyone's home- yet. 
And that's the point, isn't it? 

Shown: TORO ceramic wall trophy 

Propeller 
555 Hayes Street 
San Francisco 
Tel. (415) 701-7767 
www.propellermodern.com 

Distinctive 
Track Hardware 
Make a statement with sliding doors. 
Wide selection of styles, sizes. and 
finishes. Enhance offices, lofts, homes, 
and more with hardware that can 
transform any room. For fast, friendly, 
old-fashioned service give us a call ! 
Mention this ad for a dealer discount. 

Guaranteed Lowest Price 

Specialty Doors 
Toll-free (866) 815-8151 
www. barndoorhardware. com 

Blibetroy 
Inventive Bags for Imaginative People 

Our classic clutch created with 
brass oval r ings are an addition to 
any evening outfit. While ideal for 
t he woman who wants to carry only 
the essentials, this purse also has 
bottom gussets just in case those 
said essentials multiply. Lined in 
our signature turquoise silk. 

Shown: Klutch 

www.blibetroy.com 

Mirror-Lux® 
TV in a Mirror 

AAMSCO Lighting's Mirror
Lux" line offers a high-end LCD 
television encapsulated wi thin 
the mirror. The mirror TV offers 
superior picture quality on both 
mirror and glass surfaces. 

AAMSCO Lighting, Inc. 
100 Lamp Light Circle 
Summerville, SC 29483 
Toll-free (800) 221-9092 
Fax (843) 278-0001 
www.aamsco.com 



kitHAUS k3 

The backyard office, playroom, 
work-out studio, get-away-from
the-kids escape you've always 
wanted. K3 ships flat and 
assembles in two days. Plus, i ts 
compact 117 square feet make 
it permit exempt in most areas. 

Tel. (415) 676-6648 
www.kithaus.com 
info@kithaus.com 
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Unique Collection of 
Wood Flooring by Model 
The Unique Collection by Model 
emerged as a result of repeated 
demands by designers and architects 
for exclusive products to offer t heir 
clientele of specialized boutiques, 
hotels and luxury homes mirroring 
modern, refined trends. Ten-year 
warranty for commercial use. 

www.pgmodel.com 

Recycled 
Aluminum Tile 
Mix modern metal mosaics with 
character and texture. Explore 
our galleries of bamboo, cork, 
stone, linoleum, and recycled glass 
tiles and order samples on line. 
Shipping nat ionwide. 

Shown: 2' x 2' mixed finishes. $35/sf 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
Madison, WI 
Toll-free (866) 250-3273 
www.ecofriendlyflooring.com 

Big Chill 

Get out of the box, and into a 
Big Chill refrigerator. This may 
look like your mother's icebox. 
but the Big Chill includes all of 
today's functionali ty, efficiency, 
and dependability. The only thing 
we left off was the chisel; no 
defrosting required ! 

Toll-free (877) 842-3269 
www.bigchillfridge.com 
info@bigchillfridge.com 

Modernist 
Modular Homes 
Hip, Sleek, Cool ... 

The modernist home of your dreams 
can be yours. Liberating, elegant . 
free-flowing spaces that bring the 
outside in. Many f lexible designs 
available to help transform your 
modernist dreams into reality. 

2770 Cardillo Avenue 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 
Tel. (949) 413-6811 
www.modernistmodularhomes.com 

Art Museum 
Street Banners 
Exhibition banners that once hung 
on city streetpoles are now available 
for your home. Own one of these 
dramatic artworks from MoMA, 
LACMA, SFMOMA, Art Institute 
of Chicago, and others. 

New arrivals every month
subscribe to our free newsletter 
at BetterWall.com. 

Tel. (303) 756-6615 
www.betterwall.com 

The Rage in European Minimalism! 

Runtal Radiators is pleased to 
introduce its newest towel radiator, 
the Runtal Fain. Made of stainless 
steel and combining square and 
round design elements, the Fain 
is quintessential minimalism. 

Runtal towel radiators offer 
comfortable radiant heat in the 
bathroom while at the same time 
providing the luxury of warm 
dry towels. 

They are available in either self
contained electric models or 
hydronic models that integrate 
into a hot water heating system. 
For information on the complete 
I ine of distinctive styles please 
visit our website. 

Toll-free (800) 526-2621 
www.runtalnorthamerica.com 



Performance Paints 
from Holland 
Providing discerning homeowners 
with a more beautiful and durable 
alternative to domestic coatings
a complete range of exceptional 
paints, primers, and varnishes for 
interior and exterior use available 
through authorized retai lers or 
directly from Fine Paints of Europe. 

Toll-free (800) 332-1556 
www.finepaintsofeurope.com 

FabulousStationery.com 

This year spread cheer with 
personalized holiday cards, 
invitations, and notes from 
FabulousStationery.com. Create 
a seasonal greeting or announce 
your party, New Year's bash, what 
have you. Over 300 designs with 
a fresh, modern vibe. Enjoy our 
signature return address option 
at no extra charge. Type "Dwell" 
in the coupon code and save $5. 

www.fabulousstationery.com 
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Palette Contemporary 
Art & Craft 
limited-edition signed prints by 
Polly Apfelbaum, Alexander Calder, 
Christo, Jasper Johns, Sol Lewitt, 
Sarah Morris. Claes Oldenburg, 
Deborah Oropallo, Judy Pfaff, Wayne 
Thiebaud, and more .. . 

Shown: Helen Frankenthaler's, 

"Southern Exposure" 

Tel. (505) 855·7777 
www.palettecontemporary.com 

Soapstone Stoves 
Warm and Beautiful 

Wood and gas stoves t hat combine 
fi ne furniture design with whole· 
house heating performance. No 
electrical power required. Cal l for 
a free catalog or visi t our website. 

Woodstock Soapstone Company 
66 Airpark Road, Dept. 3030 
West Lebanon, NH 03784 
Toll-free (888) 664·8188 
www.woodstove.com 

Schoolhouse Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com
mercial period lighting fixtures and 
hand blown glass shades that do not 
hint at style-they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over 50 years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free (800) 630·7113 
www.schoolhouseelectric.com 

Sonia 

The smooth, tempered glass Delta 
vessels are as durable as they 
are beautiful. Inspired in design 
by two drops of water. they are 
stylishly simple in shape. The 
Delta is offered in both single and 
double vessel designs and now 
in a new anthracite finish. Sonia 
is a premiere manufacturer of 
exquisite bath vanities. storage 
solutions and accessories. 

Botanist Series 
Cocktail Tables, End Tables, 
and Benches 

Botanist combines iconic forms with 
exotic, real wood veneers, durable 
powder coats, and innovative water· 
jet graphics to create a system 
so versatile it can be used in any 
environment, indoors and out. 

Shown: blue flora end 

Tel. (213) 972-9922 
www.orange22modern.com 

As a green manufacturer, Sonia 
operates under an in·depth 
environmental protection policy 
that assures products are made 
in a way that decreases the use of 
natural resources and hazardous 
chemical products. 

Toll·free (888) SONIA·US 
www.:sonia-sa.com 



DNA Portrait 

Rakks® Shelving 
Systems 
Rakks aluminum shelves are an ideal 
solution for the storage and display of 

CDs and DVDs. Anodized-aluminum 
shelves, available in up to 12-foot 
lengths, provide attract ive low-profile 

support. Infinitely adjustable Rakks
style shelf brackets act as bookends 
and allow positioning of shelves with 

optimal spacing to accommodate your 
collec tion. Call or visit us online. 

Toll-free (800) 826-6006 
www.rakks.com 

RETRO@HOME 

Comfort, posture, style. Paying 
homage to Florence Knoll and Jens 

Risom, the Dexter furniture collection 
conveys elegance and sophistication. 
The Dexter furniture collection 
is available exclusively through 
RETRO@HOME. We specialize 

in vintage and new mid-century
modern hOme furnishings. Courtesy 

to the trade. 

3811 San Pablo Avenue 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
Tel. (510) 658-6600 
www.retroathome.com 
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ToddlimArt.com 

"The Grocery Store Series" consists 
of over 20 unique, signed, and 
numbered prints by artist Todd Lim. 
All your favorite products from the 
aisles of t he A&P are here. Reddi

Wip, Skippy, and everyone's favorite, 
Fluff, have been transformed into 
brightly colored pop art originals. 

www.toddlimart.com 

Logue Studio 
Media Platform n02 

Green design meets technical 

versatility in a series of modern 
media p latforms handcrafted 
in New Hampshire. The natural 

beauty of renewable bamboo and 
refined elegance of satin aluminum 
fittings combine in simplicity and 
quality construction to meet today's 
complex media requirements. 

Toll-free (866) 433-1763 
www.loguestudio.com 

Art From Your 
DNA or Fingerprints 
DNA 11 creates personalized 
"portraits" made from your DNA or 

f ingerprints. Available in custom 
colors and sizes. Printed on 
archival-quality canvas. Swab-based 

collection process is simple and 

completely painless. Prices range 
from $190 to $1200. 

S.eeking interior designers as resellers. 

Toll-free (866) 619-9574 
www.dnall.com 

liights? 
now you can add to cart the entire line 

lighting design icons 
Tizio and Tolomeo 

and hundreds of models for 
table, f loor, wall, suspension 

direct from the source at 
special internet prices 

trade discounts to qualifying 
A&D professionals 
free delivery on most models 

www.artemidestore.com/dwell 

RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space- keep your light! 

We specialize in creating beautiful 
space-dividing systems designed to 
create private environments without 
sacrific ing natural light. System 
choices include: sliding, bypassing, 
pocket, folding, pivot, and f ixed. 

A variety of frames and translucent 
layers to choose from. Visit our 

-website for more details. 

Tel. (212) 421-0641 
www.raydoor.com 
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md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
on cotton canvas.They arrive fully 
stretched and ready to hang. Sized 
three to five feet and priced $199 to 
$3791 (free shipping) Complete yoLH 
space with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free (888) 345-0870 
www.md-canvas.com 

Modern House Plans 
Creating a Modern World 
Begins With You 

In 2002, we set out to create 
affordable house p lans to make 
modern design available to more 
people. The houses are unique, 
original designs, yet easy enough 
for any home builder. Today they 
are being built across the country. 

Gregory l a Vardera Architect 
Tel. (856) 662-4909 
www.lamidesign.com/plans 
plans@lamidesign.com 
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let an -de occupy an important s p ace in your modern lif e 

Modern Outdoor 

Allow us to help create your 
wondrous Modern Outdoor 
environment. Our Collection 
consists of four lines of furniture 
for residential and commercial 
settings. Our lines include 
chairs, benches, settees, tables, 
loungers, sofas, club chairs, 
carts, planters, accent pieces, 
and bar-height products. 

Tel. (818) 785-0171 
www.modernoutdoor.com 

Stainless Steel 
Hardware 
Imported from Germany 

Exceptional 100 percent stainless 
steel levers at affordable pricing. 
Privacy and passage f unctions 
available. 

Exclusive limited-time d iscount for 
Dwell readers; enter code: dwellll07 

Shown: New York, Toronto, Verona 

www. sta inl essstee I stuff .com 

LBCLighting.com 
Contemporary Lighting Store 

View the entire collection of 
Contemporary Lighting on our 
website. Call us for l ighting advice 
and special rates. 

Shown: Black Ice Crystals, 3-Lt 
by ET2. Companion table, f loor 
and wall designs are available. 

Toll-free (800) 522-0407 
www.lbclighting.com 

John Beck 
Paper and Steel 
Fireplace Surrounds 

Hand made custom steel furniture. 
Steel, glass, concrete, and a little 
bit of love. 

Shown: Natura/ black steel fireplace 
surround with concrete hearth. 

www.johnbecksteel.com 

Charley Harper: 
An Illustrated Life 
Featuring the stunning, brilliantly 
simple works of world-renowned 
artist Charley Harper, a "minimal 
realist." His li fe's work is showcased 
in this recently published large
format book by designer Todd 
Oldham. Avai lable in limited and 
open editions. 

www.CharleyHarper.com 



New Product! 

Variation cabinet hardware is 
rimless eco-resin with lead-free 
pewter. Nine styles and 50+ colors 
available. See www.3-form.com for 
color/texture options. Catalog $5, 
samples by request. 

Shown: Bear grass/celery and 
green tea 

SpectraDkor LLC 
Toll-free (800) 550-1986 
www.spectradecor.com 

Hybrid House 
part prefab all custom- -where prefab 
meets you 

Award-winning architect Whitney 
Sander turns his talent to the Hybrid 
House to create an exclusively 
designed modern home for you. He 
uses established prefab manufacturers 
to provide lower construction ct>sts 
and allow any size budget to go much 
further. From 2,000 square foot 
homes to luxury mansions. 

Tel. (310) 822-0300 
www.sander-architects.com 

World's Only 
Comfortable Sofa 
Sleeper 

Patented system eliminates 
metal bars associated with an 
uncomfortable sofa or poor night's 
sleep. Sleepers are 80' long and 
available in king, queen, full, twin, 
or cot sizes. 

Unlike the competition, your feet 
won't hang off t he end of our beds. 

www.aufurniture.com/dwell 

robertkenneyart 
Photographic Artprints 

Designed for modern living, these 
images are a perfect style and fit 
for the d iscerning urban dweller. 
Original photographs that offer 
beautiful imagery in a concise 
modern package. 

www.robertkenneyart.com 

Lightline® Canopies 
The Utmost in Function and Design 

Sold in easy-to-install ki ts with 
brushed stainless steel support 
brackets, UV-resistant acrylic visor 
panels, integrated aluminum rain 
gutters, and all t he necessary 
assembly hardware. Select from a 
variety of styles, sizes, and finishes. 

Feeney Architectural Products 
Toll-free (800) 888-2418 
www.feeneyarchitectural.com 
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Rabbit Air 
MinusA2'M Air Purifier 
Modern, innovative, ultra-quiet, 
wall-mountable. air puri f ier features 
6-stage filtration with customized 
filter and deodorization to purify 
the air you breathe. Unit comes 
wit h 5-year warranty and lifetime 
2417 tech support. 

Save $20 by entering DWS7 at 
checkout. 

Toll-free (888) 866-8862 
www.RabbitAir.com 

Norwell 1 ighting .ind !\ccl'ss o rit·~ 
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Norwell 
Lighting and Accessories 

Norwell Lighting and Accessories 
is proud to introduce design-and
finish-matched solid brass lighting 
and accessories from traditional 
to modern. 

The Elizabeth is available as a 
single, double, or t riple sconce in 
polished nickel, brushed nickel, or 
oil-rubbed bronze. Seven matching 
bath accessories complete the suite. 

82 Stevens Street 
E.ast Taunton, MA 02718 
Toll-free (800) 822-2831 
www.norwellinc.com 
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www .palazzetti.com 

Wallter 

New easy-to-install mobiles by 
Wallter. Made locally in the USA. 
Check out all the available designs 
and colors on our website. 

Tel. (510) 232-5018 
www.wallter.com 

PALAZZITIT Group Ltd. 

New Rotator Pattern 
by William Wegman for 
Crypton Super Fabrics 

This fetching, functional Weekender 
Duffie and its matching tote are 
made with Crypton's water, stain, 
bacteria, and odor resistant fabric 
to keep your items safe and clean. 
Available in Hot Chocolate, Midnight 
Black, and Pomelo. 22· W x 9" H x 
IO' D. Call or visit us online. 

Toll-free (800) CRYPTON 
www.cryptonfabric.com 

2Modern.com 
un;que. Conscious. Functional. 
Beautiful. 

2Modern features furniture, 
lighting, and accessories for the 
modern lifestyle. 

Special promotion code for Dwell 
subscribers: Dwell 

Toll-free (888) 222-4410 
www.2modern.com/dwell 

Fusion Furniture LLC 

Reborn: RE series by Tim George. 
Carts originally manufactured in t he 
1950s for the medical profession 
but never used until their recent 
modification and transition into the 
652. Limited-edition offer. 

Shown: 652 Stainless Steel Bar, 
ca. 1952 

Tel. (515) 988-6684 
www .fusionfurn ituregal lery .com 

Unison 

Add a soft layer to your bed with 
our Larch blankets and pillows in 
orgarlic cotton flannel. Medium 
blanket $72, large blanket $85, 
small rectangle pillow $45. 100% 
orgaAic cotton fiber. Shop online, 
order toll free, or contact us to find 
an authorized retailer in your area. 

Toll-free (877) 492-7960 
www.unisonhome.com 



The Beholder 
emerging art online 

We feature over 40 artists from 
the US, UK, and Canada and 
offer original works to purchase 
direct ly from our website. 
Browse painting, photography, 
drawing, and mixed media. 

San Francisco, USA 
Tel. (415) 238-9244 
www.beholder-art.com 

11111 
Inhabit 

Introducing Builtby~ from Inhabit. 
Even a lamp should offer opportunity 
for self-expression. Your lamp does 
not have to be I ike hers. and his is 
nothing like yours. So while you m ay 
think you are just getting a lamp. we 
see it as an opportunity to get a l ittle 
more of yourself . 

www. inhabitllvlng.com 

Bamboo Vessel Sink 

Modern Vessel creates unique design 
elements for the contemporary 
bathroom. Handmade of beautiful 
solid-core bamboo in both natural 
and vibrant colors. Protected with 
a premium eco-friendly waterborne 
finish. 

Sustainable, simple beauty for t he 
modern home. 

Tel. (206) 619-2226 
www.modernvessel.com 

Dwell Homes 

Modernist, streamlined, sleek, bold, 
functional, and inspiring, the Dwell 
home is a thoughtful approach to 
simplified living spaces. 

Designed by award-winning 
architects: FlatPak, Nexthouse, 
and Resolution: 4 Architecture. 
Please check our website for homes 
under construction. 

Toll-free (800) 725-3325 
www.thedwellhomes.com 

The Gas Fireplace 
for the Modern Home 

Toll-free (866) 938-3846 
www.sparkfires.com 

Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or trad itional. 
Pre-designed or custom. 
Small, medium and large 
or multifamily. 

Affordable. Real. Available now. 
Delivery throughout the 
continental U.S. 

Tctll·free (877) 379-4382 
www.hivemodular.com 

t+\ 

the dwell homes 

Danao Outdoor 

Inspired by the beautifu l and 
tranquil outdoor li festyles of 
Bali, Goa, and Cebu, Danao 
Outdoor offers a wide range of 
outdoor furniture that aims to be 
as breathtaking as these exotic 
locations. Our furniture combines 
great quality, design, and comfort. 
Please visit our website or call 
and request a catalog. 

Tel. (480) 275-6442 
www.danaooutdoor.com 

at 



Blend Creations 

Brushed stainless steel pendants 
inlaid with a variety of contrasting 
materials. 

Shown: 'Washi' pendant (Japanese 
Chiyogami paper inlay), and 
'Long vintage bamboo' pendant 
(reclaimed bamboo inlay}. 

Limited-time 10% discount 
for Dwell readers: enter code 
DWELL07. Visit us online today. 

www.blendcreations.com 

Seascape Lighting 

Thomaspaul is known for his bold 
use of color and pattern that has 
sparked a major trend in home 
accessories design. Known for his 
work in textiles, including pi llows and 
rugs, Thomas finally brings his eye 
for pattern and color to an exclusive 
lighting collection with Seascape. 

www .seascapelamps.com 
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Get Your Hands 
On J Schatz 
Using instinct and inspiration, 
J Schatz creates products that bring 
wonder and joy to life. Hand-made 
ceramic products exquisitely fin ished 
in glossy color. Salt and pepper 
shakers, candle holders, star egg 
nightlights, and more. Indulge in a 
moment of wonder with a J Schatz 
product today. 

Toll-free (866) 344-5267 
www.jschatz.com 

MoMA Design Store 

In 1997, New York-based designer 
Sandy Chilewich introduced the first 
Chilewich product-RayBowls~-at 

the MoMA Design Store, where it 
met with instant success. Chilewich 
celebrates the company's 10th 
anniversary with limited-edition 
reissues of the original RayBowls, 
avail'able exclusively at MoMA. 

Toll-free (800) 447-6662 
www.momastore.org 
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Kinder Coat Hook 

The common coat hook gets 
a makeover with functional 
enhancements. An elegant curved 
shape supports any garment avoiding 
the annoying "bubble bulge" caused 
by most hooks. A seamless loop 
of brushed stainless steel with 
customizable faceplate gives the 
finishing touch to any interior. 

Tel. (508) 698-0606 
www.theartofstorage.com 

Lumens Light + Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

Modern lighting, fans, and home 
accessories. Find the best-known 
names from Foscarini, Flos, 
Artemide. Tech, LBL, and Modern 
Fan t o the latest design-studio 
inspi rations. Friendly, expert service. 
Guaranteed pricing. Free shipping. 

Shown: Broadway Linear Crystal 
Charadelier by James R. Moder" 

Toll-free (877) 445-4486 
www. lumens.com 



MetroCabin 
Modern Building 
16' x 20' Pre-Fab Space 

Just Launched! MetroCabin 
from MetroShed- a substantial 
livable wood and steel structure. 
A huge space- home office, art 
studio, weekend getaway. Easily 
add electric/plumbing or change 
window placement. Available 
immediately. For more information 
call or visit us online. 

Tel. (310) 295-0072 
www.meuoshed.com 

Step Into the Future 

Europa Stairways: a new generation 
of stairs and railing systems of 
custom-made glass, stainless steel, 
wood, powder-coated steel, cables 
railings, acrylic, LED light systems 
in glass treads, and more! For 
commercial and residential use. 
Model 73 MF starting from $8.000. 
Visit our homepage. We design and 
build your dream stair. 

Tel. (786) 845-9844 
www.europastairways.com 

AFM Safecoat 

We offer the safest, highest-quality 
products for your home, your health, 
and the planet. Please visit our new 
website, www.afmsafecoat.com, 
for the full line of AFM Safecoat 
products and to f ind a dealer in your 
area. Proud recipient of the SCS 
Indoor Air Quality Gold certification. 

www.afmsafecoat.com 

modwalls 
Architectural Surfaces That Inspire 

In stock for immediate delivery. 
Modern wall and floor coverings 
including glass, ceramic, cork, 
and pebble t ile. Online software 
to create your own glass tile 
blends. Samples available. 
Retail and to the trade. 

Shown: modwalls Lush Metropol 
Blend 

Tel. (831) 439-9734 
www.modwalls.com 

Cheng Design Geocrete™ 

Just as nature formed granite and 
marble, skilled artisans shape 
Geocrete~ into the sculptural, 
luminous, concrete forms made 
famous by Cheng Design. 

Designer Fu-Tung Cheng makes 
his Geocrete~ countertop fabrication 
shop available, producing your 
countertop designs. 

Cheng Design Products 
Tel. (510) 849-3272 x215 
www.chengdesign.com 

CurvTec 
The Ceiling, Reinvented. 

CurvTec is your answer to empty, 
texture-less expanses of drywall 
ceiling in your contemporary home 
or commercial space. Our innovative 
ceiling enhancement provides focus 
and gentle lighting to your well
planned, modern interiors. 

-Curv~ec .. ' 

Authentic Shoji from 
Berkeley Mills 
Working with Japanese craftsmen in 
Ishikawa, where artists made shoji 
for the shogun, Berkeley Mills offers 
custom-made shoji and fusuma. 
We design beautiful doors, window 
covers, or room dividers using 
translucent shoji paper or opaque, 
sturdy fusuma paper. 

Toll-free (877) 426-4557 
www.berkeleymills.com 

Please visit us at www.curvtec.com. 
You'll never look at ceilings in the 
same way again ... 

CurvTec 
Tel. (505) 345-4545 
www.curvtec.com 
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Spray-Stone® 
Natural Luminescence~ in a 
Spray Application! 

The authentic, highly durable 
limestone plaster that can be 
colored to virtually any paint color. 
Use our on line training video and 
do larger projects for little more 
t han texture and latex paint. One 
product for interior/exterior, over 
drywall. st ucco, or concrete. 

Toll-free (866) 391-6596 
www.spray-stone.com 

Shenspace 
Conscious Modern Art and Design 

Eastern infl uence and urban energy. 
Original abstract and modern 
paintings that specialize in Asian 
and Buddhist-inspired images. 

New York Studio 
Tel. (646) 373-7263 

The Art Bar 
Tiburon, CA 
Tel. (415) 435-3999 

www.shenspace.com 

ISS Designs Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelving 
system. ISS Designs combines a clean 
modern look with strength and ease of 
installation. Wall-mounted and pole
mounted options. Anodized aluminum 
hardware with custom shelves and 
cabinets for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free (877) 477-5487 
www.issdesigns.com 
info@issdesigns.com 

Pacific Green 

The Luxor Living range is the 
latest unveiling of Pacific Green's 
Indigenous Masterpieces collection. 
The collection presents furniture from 
the Pacific, the Americas, and Africa . 
bringing exotic design into the home. 
Avai lable in international outlets. 

www.pacificgreeninternational.com 

showlifestyle.com 

Show, a modern lifestyle store 
located in Los Angeles, features a 
stylish array of international design. 

You will f ind an ever-changing 
collection of furniture, housewares, 
accessories, wallpaper, jewelry, 
and books. 

www.showlifestyle.com 

Norman Cherner 
Classic Designs Reissued by 
the Cherner Chair Company 

Toll-free (866) 243-7637 
www.ChernerChair.com 

the as4 modular 
furniture system 

Form and function have arrived ... 

together. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. (718) 596-5045 
www.atlaseast.com 



Splashy Events 

Pfeifer Price LLC 
Official Dwell Event Producer 

Tel. (415) 561-0109 
www.pleiferprice.com 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high·design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable, and 
visionary designers around the world. 
Like the original Bubble chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. 

Visit us online or in our store! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
Toll-free (866) 758-7430 
Tel. (323) 951-0748 
www.plushpod.com 

Union Street Glass, Inc. 
Handmade by Humans 

Guy and Leanne Corrie have been 
designing and crafting lighting, 
stemware, accessories, and other 
functional art for the home in their 
Northern California glass studio 
since 1980. 

Our gift to you: 20% off with 
coupon code ilovedwell. 

Tel. (510) 620-1100 
www .u nionstreetglass. com 

Neopolitan'" 
by Smith & Fong Plybod" 

Combining cosmopolitan style 
with energizing contrast colors and 

exceptional durability, Neopolitan 
flooring is Smith & Fong's latest 
offering from the bamboo forest. 
Available in flooring and bamboo-ply 
panels, the possible applications are 
endless. Neopolitan has zero added 
formaldehyde and can contri bute 
points to a LEED 2.1 or 2.2 project. 

Toll-free (866) 835-9859 
www.plyboo.com 

Ricki Mountain Studios 
Artist, Designer, Original 
Contemporary Abstract Paintings, 
Limited Edition, and Fine Art 
Gicftle Prints 

Ricki Mountain has an eclectic 
style, and has gained a reputation 
as a prolif ic creative resource for 
designers and retailers worldwide. 
She is pleased to now offer her 
artwork direct. 

Tel. (925) 286-8798 
www.RickiMountain.com 
rickimountainstudios@gmail.com 

ArtByLT 

Abstract art-original paintings 
and limited-edit ion giclee prints on 
canvas for your home or office by 
widely acclaimed New York artist 
Lynne Taetzsch. Browse our online 
gallery and catalog. 

Ithaca, New York, studio 
Toll-free (877) 278-2581 
www.ArtByLT.com 

Linton Ltd. 

Architectually inspired and 
individually crafted wearable art. 
St erling, 18 and 14 karat gold 
and precious stone. 

Shown: Dolmen pendant 
l. 8 75' x l.5' 

Linton Ltd. 
Tel. (501) 321-8226 
www.lintonltd.com 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 
Dogs love this gorgeous sofa 
that pays tribute to classic Le 
Corbusier seating. Choose vinyl, 
leather, or pony-style fabrics that 
aroe waterproof, washable, and 
removable. Qual ity steel frames. 
Four sizes. From $210. Made 
in Italy and available exc lusively 
at dogbar .com. 

Toll-free (866) 4-DOGBAR 
www.dogbar.com 

at 



Acme Made 
Modern Things for a Modern Lifestyle 

Acme Made designs a complete line 
of stylish . yet protective, bags, cases. 
and accessories for the creative 
professional. Available online and 
through select retailers worldwide. 

Shown, The Metro Tote with removable 
laptop sleeve in rubberized canvas. 

Acme Made 
Toll-free (888) 486-3191 
www.acmemade.com 
info@acmemade.com 

Custom Modern Doors 

Largest selection of design doors. 

Agent inquiries welcome. 

Modernus 
Toll-free (800) 755-8940 
www.modernus.com 

Leo Gullick 
Fine Art and Photography 

Striking abstract photographs 
and digit ized drawings offered as 
limited edition giclee prints on 
paper or canvas. 

www.leogul lick.com 

Jacopo Bedroom 

Sophisticated and classic elegance 
defines this Italian designer piece 
for the chic bedroom. Completely 
upholstered in leather or fabric, 
the Jacopo bed is cherished for its 
soft curved lines and skillfu l blend 
of form and function. Avai lable in 
leather or simulated leather in white. 
beige, and dark brown. 

Toll-free (866) 772-2040 
www.spacify.com 

American Clay 

Home, office, or showroom- American 
Clay's incomparable natural interior 
surfaces bring an ancient tradit ion 
to the foreground of contemporary 
interior finishes. Focusing on the 
inherent qualities of clay-longevity, 
mold inhibiting, temperature 
moderating, d irt repelling, humid ity 
controlling, sound attenuating, no 
VOC's, flexible, and repairable- the 
plasters are suitable for all climates. 
The clay also naturally produces 

Room & Board 
Home Furnishings 
Zurich Media Console 

For us, great design is more than 
a trend. It's the combination of 
everything we're passionate about. 
Timel ess, well-made home f urnishings 
created for modern living. The finest 
natural materials. Remarkable value. 
Stron1g manufacturing partnerships. 
Comfortable prices. Easy. satisfying 
shopping exper iences. 

Toll-free (800) 952-8455 
www.roomandboard.com 

negative ions which repel di rt and 
grime that normally build up on 
walls, and also help increase the 
f low of oxygen to the brain, result ing 
in higher alertness. Friendly to the 
environment and to good interior 
design, American Clay is committed 
to healthy solutions for beautiful, 
calm, and healthy environments. 

Toll-free (866) 404-1634 
www.americanclay.com 



The Modern 
Holiday Tree 
Six-Pointed Star Tree by Relish 

Now you can have a merry, merry, 
minimalistic holiday with this eco
friendly, sculptural tree. 

Choose Green or Ice Blue 
anodized aluminum. Packs flat. 

4ft $129, 6 ft $149. Free shipping. 
••Patent pending 

Toll-free (888) 00-U-RELISH 
www.shoprelish.com 

Light Up the Night 

Light up the night wit h the Sierra 
Vista Patio Embers beautif ul 
hexagonal outdoor firepit. Crafted 
with a large genuine slate top and 
stone slurry resin base, its stucco 
look is sure to please. Ceramic logs 
and decorative lava rocks ignite 
with the touch of a button and offer 
a clean alternative to trad it ional 
outdoor fires. For more information 
on Sierra Vista or many other 
beautiful f irepits, visit us online. 

www.patioembers.com. 

because design matlers 

the origina l 

SCRATCH LOUNGE. 
W orlcl"s »est Cat Scratcher / 

Genius Jones 

Celebrating our five-year 
anniversary! Providing exceptional 
customer service and the best 
collection of smart design for kids. 
Like the Buzz stroller and Mico 
infant seat. Available for the first 
t ime in t he U.S. 

Toll-free (866) GENIUS-J 
Toll-free (866) 436-4875 
www.geniusjones.com 

RAIS 60 Insert 

If you want to keep the romance 
of an open f ireplace and not lose 
out on efficiency, a RAIS insert is 
perfect for you. A RAIS insert offers 
you t he design, charm, and poetry 
of an open fireplace alongside 
the efficiency and economy of 
a freestanding stove. 

Pl ease visit our website for further 
in formation. 

www.rais.com 

Modern Cabana 
Expand Your Space 

Weatherized and affordable, t he 
Cabana adds space, function, and 
value to any property. Use it as guest 
quarters, home office, or lounge. 
Multiple sizes available. Handcrafted 
and customizable. Prefab for ease 
of installation. 

San Francisco showroom 
Tel. (415) 206-9330 
www.moderncabana.com 

Scratch Lounge 

It' s astounding! Cats spend 
10 t imes longer on t he patented 
Scratch Lounge than on one-sided 
card board scratchers. 
Go to scratchlounge.com and 
see why the Scratch Lounge 
is far and away t he world's 
best cat scratcher! 

www.scratchlounge.com 

at 



Kozai 
Modern Organic Furniture and 
Lighting from Japan 

Warm ambient lighting in 
contemporary designs hand-crafted 
from natural materials. 

Shown: Eriko Horiki Light Objects 
PA-1. 2, and 3 in handmade washi 
by Eriko Horiki, £TL listed (UUCSA! 

Kozai Designs Inc. 
Tel. (604) 677-8166 
www.kozaidesigns.com 

Can You Call Yourself 
an Architect? 
For over a decade aspiring 
architects have relied on Archiflash 
and Professor Dori's ARE Solutions 
to achieve the registration they 
desire. We are proud to provide 
the best study materials available, 
designed exclusively to help you 
PASS the ARE. 

Toll-free (800) 411-7314 
www .archiflash.com 
www.are-solutions.com 

azarchitecture.com 

Visit t he only site dedicated to 
desert-modern architecture and 
design. Search homes for sale 
and explore links to architects, 
designers, galleries, events, and 
images of superb desert design. 

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate 
Architecturally Unique Homes 
Tel. (480) 425-9300 
www.azarchitecture.com 

Paradise Found 
St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands 

This stunning oceanfront pavilion
style villa combines breathtaking 
architecture with a secluded, 
uniquely pristine natural sett ing. 
Features include landscaped 
grounds, a lap pool, hot t ub, 
and sweeping ocean views from 
every room. Priced under $2M. 
For details, visit online: 

www. the-retreat. us/sale 

davistudio fine porcelain 
Modern Table Art 

100% carbon neutral. 
Custom dinnerware, 
serve ware, and vases. 
Original designs. 
Handmade in USA and 
environmentally sensit ive. 

Tel. (518) 392-7308 
www.davistudio.com 
maryanneOdavistudio.com 

ThermaSol 

Introducing stylized steam shower 
controls from ThermaSol. The 
Traditional series features a 
beautifully sculpted bezel and 
matches the classical bathroom, 
whereas the Contemporary Series' 
controls blend seamlessly with 
modern decor. ThermaSol's new 
functionality options include the 
Temp-Touch series, which is a 
baseline control that offers function 
for all steam bath generators as well 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

ABC's Extreme Makeover chose 
award-winning artist, Campbell Laird, 
for their modern home episode. Dwell 
magazine chose Campbell for its first 
Dwell Home. Join collectors from 
Trump Tower in NYC to modernist 
homes of the Hollywood Hills. 
Archival, limited-edition artworks. 
Piece shown: avoca 111 

Tel: (310) 915 5319 
www.campbelllairdsludio.com 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 

as the Serenity Light and Music 
System. The Signature Series is 
a min iature command center that 
offers the user precise temperature 
adjustment, adjustable session 
t imes, sound system volume control, 
chromat herapy light type intensity, 
and two user presets. 

Toll-hee (800) 776-0711 
www.thermasol.com 



Modern Dwelling.com 
Local Modern Resources 

Find the modern design resources 
you need at moderndwelling.com. 
Real estate, designers and retailers 
organized by city to make f inding 
local products and services easy. 

We're adding new resources daily. 
Visit us on line today! 

www.moderndwelling.com 

workingwonders 
clean design. clean space. 

Innovative collections for an 
ecologically savvy clientele. 
Create beautiful and healthy 
spaces with quality, eco-friendly 
f urnishings and accessories. Visit 
us online for inspiring modern 
and healthy collections. 

Where modern meets green. 

Tel. (410) 828-0113 

www.workingwondersUS.com 

Liza Phillips 

Imagine every step having its 
very own Tibetan rug. Our Alto 
stair treads are available in four 
color sets, each with solids and 
patterns. Arrange them in any 
sequence. Perfect for open stairs. 
Rugmark certi fied. 

Tel. (845) 252-9955 
www.lizaphillipsdesign.com 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 
New York's secret source for 
handcrafted beds and daybeds for 
over 150 years. Select hardwoods, 
leather, iron, brass, and steel. Free 
catalog. Factory showroom open to 
public. Web/phone orders welcome. 
We ship anywhere 

55 West 17th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
Toll-free (866) 818-6702 
www.charlesprogers.com 

Sumo Lounge 
High· Tech Beanbags for Modern 
lifestyles 

Sumo Lounge high·tech beanbag 
furniture offers the stylish, versatile 
solution for modern lifestyles. 
Made from durable space-age nylon 
filled with top-qua I ity foam beads. 
Lightweight , stain resistant. and 
easy to clean. 

Toll-free (866) 340-SUMO (7866) 
www.sumolounge.com 

Dwell's Modern Market pages are 
dedicated print storefronts featuring 
art, products, and architecture and 
design services. Formatted •/a page or 
·~ page, four-color ads are available 
in the formats shown below. 

Hook and Go 
The Smart Cart 

" It is the most functional cart 
avai lable for anyone that regularly 
shops at farmers' markets. Simple, 
easy to assemble and store, ideal 
for shoppers on t he go," says Dexter 
Carmichael of the Ferry Plaza 
Farmers' Market. Transport up to 
70 pounds, up to eight shopping 
bags, with ease and convenience. 
Folds compactly, minimal assembly, 
just 61h pounds. 

"My customers love how easy the 

dwell 
Contact: 
East: Lauren Dismuke-Zivyak 
lauren@dwell.com 
Tel. (917) 941-1148 
Southwest: Diane Barrett 
diane@dwell.com 
Tel. (415) 389-1979 
Northwest-Midwest: Angela Ames 
angela@dwell.com 
Tel. (415) 898-5329 

Hook and Go's can be set up, broken 
down, and they take up little space 
in their cars. "-Greta Dunlap 
Farmers' Market Manager, Beverley 
Hi"lls Recreation and Parks 

Photo; Dennis Anderson 

Bay Crossings 
Ferry Building, #22 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Tel. (4 15) 362-0717 
www.hookandgo.com 

at 



Plain Mary 

Plain Mary is an iconic baby brand 
that merges utility with keepsake 
quality design. Our standards are 
high. as should be the standards of 
the retailers who carry our l ine. Dwell 
readers enjoy 10% off code: dwell IO 

Experience the indulgence ... 

Design Team 
Tel. (702) 966-9849 
Business Ops 
Tel. (646) 283-8555 
www.plainmary.com 

The Monarch 
Condominiums 
Living transformed. Be the first to 
experience condominium living at 
The Monarch. Located at West 5th 
Street and West Avenue in downtown 
Austin. Steps from Lady Bird Lake 
and the vibrant West 6th street 
entertainment district. 

Toll-free (866) 347-4083 
www.MonarchCondominiums.com 

o•oo•••o• 

Desire Creates 
Cutting Edge Giclee Editions 

44 inches wide by twice that and 
more. Geared towards architects 
and designers. But. all are invited. 
Offering cutting-edge, large scale, 
figurative art, and abstract floral 
photography, from the highly 
polished to the spontaneous and 
loose. On the finest papers and 
canvas. Custom sizes avai lable. 

www.espadafineartsgalleria.com 
www.mysticalangelseditions.com 
espada_art.@mac.com 

Modern Mailboxes 
By mailboxes.co. nz 

The modern home deserves a modern 
mailbox. We have a complete line. 
You may have seen our mailboxes 
featured in the July/August issue. 
We are from New Zealand and are 
more t han happy to help you guys out 
and ship mailboxes to you. Check out 
the "modern" page on our website. 

Shown: Box Urban. Available 
in JO colors 

www.mailboxes.co.nz 

Weego Home 

Enhance your home with beautif ully 
bold accessories and classic modern 
furniture from Weego Home. 

View our online catalog or visit our 
Santa Monica store. 

Toll free (800) 65-Weego 
www.weegohome.com 

Stand In Comfort 

Finally, you can spend time in the 
ki tchen creating your favorite meals 
without the pain and discomfort 
caused by hard kitchen floors! As 
seen on HGTV, Gel Pro Mats are 
fil led with a soft gel that makes 
standing on even the hardest 
kitchen floor a pleasure. These 
innovative mats are scientifically 
engineered to absorb shock and 
reduce pain-causing pressure. 
Enjoy t ime spent in the kitchen 

G Squared Art 

Artemis ceiling fan, an eco-friendly 
sculpture as efficient and silent as 
a bird's wing, provides high comfort 
and energy savings. Liquid nickel, 
translucent, maple, and mahogany 
finishes. IOOW light. Remote control 
available. Lifetime warranty. Buy 
great fan and lighting designs on 
our website or call Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. PST. 

Toll-flee (877) 858-5333 
www. g2art. com 

even if you suffer from back pain . 
foot pain, or arthritis. Designer 
colors in traditional and exotic 
textures. Available in many sizes and 
all mats are stain resistant. Don't 
worry about red wine or pasta sauce 
spills-clean-up's a breeze! Proudly 
made in USA. Makes a great gi ft ! 
Order today! 

Toll-free (866) GEL-MATS 
www.gelmats.com 



Academy of Art Caesarstone Quartz Surface Highbrow Furniture 
(800) 544-ARTS (877) 978-2789 (888) J29-Q2 I 9 
www.academyan.edu www.caesarstoneus.com www.highbrowfurniture.com 

Agape California Closets Hive 
01 1-39-0376-2503 I I www.calclosets.com (866} MOD-HIVE 
www.agapedesign.it www.hivemodem.com 

Charles Schwab 
American Institute of (800) 4 SCHWAB Home Depot Millwo rk 
Architects www.schwab.com W\\"-v.homedepot.com/ 
(202) 626-7300 featherriverdoors.com 
www.aia.org Crate & Barrel 

(800) 996-9960 Human Touch 
Ameriprise Financial www.cra teandbarrel.com (800) 742-5493 
www.ameriprise.com www.humantouch.com 
(800) AMERIPRISE Crypton Super Fabrics 

(800) CRYPTON Hunter Douglas 
Arclinea www.cryptonfabric.com www.hunterdouglas.com 
''"vw.arclinea.it 

Cuisinart Infiniti G35 Coupe 
Armstrong Flooring (800) 7 26-0190 www.infiniti.com 
www.armstrong.com www.cuis inart.com 

Jenn-Air 
Artemide De La Espada (800) fENN-AIR 
www.artemide.us www.delaespada.com www.jennair.com 

BDI Eileen Fisher Kartell 
www.bdiusa.com www.eileenfisher.com (866) 854-882 3 

W\\"-v.kanellus.com 
Berkeley Mills Everpure 
'"'-vw.berkeleymills.com www.everpure.com KEEN 

Keen Footwear 
Biscuit Company lofts Finlandia '"'vw.keenfootwear.com 
(213) 670-01 15 www.finlandia.com 
www.biscuitcompanylofts.com Knoll Space 

Flexform '"''"v.knollspace.com 
Blu Dot (Boo) FLEXSOFA 
(612) 782-1844 www.flexformusa.com Kohler 
www.bludot.com (800) 4-KOHLER 

FLOS USA Inc. W\\"-v.kohler.com 
BMW (Boo) 939-3567 
www.bmw.com www.flos.com Konzuk 

(888) 858-7793 
BoConcept Form + Function www.konzuk.com 
www.boconcept.us (800) 264-0057 

www.formplusfunction.com Lacava 
Boffi (888) 522-2823 
(212) 431-8777 Hastens www.lacavadesign.com 
'"'vw.boffi.com (866) 50-llASTENS 

www.hastens.com Lindal Cedar Homes 
Bontempi Casa ""vw.lindal.com 
(800} 553-0181 Heath Ceramics 
www.bontempiusa.com (415) 332 3732 listone Giordano b y 

W\\"-v.heathceramics.com Margari telli 
Cadillac (866) 730-2026 
(800) 33J-4CAD Herman Miller W""-v.listonegiordano.com 
\\"-Vw.cadillac.com (800) 646·4400 

www.hermanmiller.com 



Loewen 
(800) 563-9367 
www.loewen.com 

Lowe's 
www.lowes.com 

Lutron 
(Boo) 52J-9466 
www.lutron.com 

MasterCard 
www.mastercard.com 

Mode mica 

(323) 933-0383 
www.modernica.net 

Moen 
(800) BUY-MOEN 
www.moen.com 

Mythic Paint 
(888) 714-9422 
www.mythicpaint.com 

Noritz 
(866) 766-7489 
www.noritz.com 

NY Loft 
(212) 206-7400 
www.nyloft.com 

Olevia 
www.olevia.com 

Paul Frank 
(949) 515-7950 
www.paulfrank.com 

Pedini 
(Boo) 404-0004 
www.pediniusa.com 

Pian ca 
(B77) P!ANCA7 
piancaus@pianca.com 

Quick-Step 
www.quick-step.com 

Raum plus 
(206) 204·0II2 
www.raumplusna.com 

Roche Bobois 
www.roche-bobois.com 

Rockport 
www.rockport.com 

Room & Board 
(800) 486-6554 
www.roomandboard.com 

SA Baxter 
(800) 407-4295 
www.sabaxter.com 

Scavolini 

011-39-07214431 
www.scavolini.com 

Schonbek Worldwide 
Lighting, Inc. 
(800) 836-1892 
www.schonbek.com 

SCJC Cucine d 'Italia 
(877) 523-8744 
\vww.scic.us 

Scott & Cooner 
www.scottcoonerlighting.com 

Shaw Contract Group 
(877) 502-7429 
www.shawcontractgroup.com 

Showhouse by Moen 
(800) BUY· MOEN 
www.showhouse.moen.com 

Siemens 
(888) 4-SIEMENS 
www.siemens-home.com 

Slatkin & Co. 
www.zippo.com 

Sub-Zero 
(800) 332-1405 
www.subzero.com 

TOTO USA, Inc. 
(800) 350-TOTO ext. 562 
www.totousa.com 

Trane 
www.trane.com 

Tretorn 
www.tretorn.com 

TurboChef 
www.turbochef.com 

Uponor 
www.uponor-usa.com 

Vetrazzo 
www.vetrazzo.com 

Vista Window Films 
www.vista-films.com 

Vitra 
(212) 929-3626 
www.vitra.com 

Woodford Reserve 
www.woodfordreserve.com 

YLighting 
(888) 888-4449 
www.ylighting.com 

Zucchetti 
(646) 343-0340 
www.zucchettidesign.com 

When contacting our 
advertisers, please be sure 
to mention that you saw 
their ads in Dwell. 

Adelta 
Alessi 
Art1fort 
Brayton 
Edra 

I 

nelson TM nine drawer 
miniature chest 

with pedestal base 

Herman Miller for the Home'" 
Kartell 
Knoll 

Louis PoLJlsen 
Magis 

Morose 

Vitra 

Free Shipping! 
www.highbrowfurniture.com 
1.888.329.0219 



EILEEN FISHER Home 
Simplicity is Luxury 
Please join us at the EILEEN FISHER SoHo 

retail store for a conversat ion with Dwell founder 

Lara Hedberg Deam as she ta lks about the 

importance of good, responsible, eco-friendly 

design in all aspects of our l ives. 

Twenty-three years ago Eileen Fisher left the 

graphic and interior design f ields to found her 

clothing line, defined by luxurious fabrics and 

simple shapes. Home design is a meaningful 

new extension of the brand. " It's the perfect 

next step for us," explains Fisher. "We are 

passionate about fabrics and how they make 

us feel. We're delighted to bring that experience 

into the home." The EILEEN FISHER Home 

Col lection is rendered in subtle, natural shades 

and complementary textures. The products, for 

the bedroom and home, are made of elegant, 

natural f ibers and bring another level of richness 

to the collection. EILEEN FISHER Home offers 

a lesson in the art of serenity that appl ies to any 

room of the house. 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

EILEEN FISHER 

395 West Broadway 

Between Spring and Broome Streets 

New York, NY 

(212) 431-4567 

Receive a gift bag and a $25 discount the day 

of the event.* 

* Offer val id at the SoHo store on event day only. 

Limit one per customer. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Minimum purchase of $25. 

Gift bags available while suppl ies last. 

lo Sourcing 

36 Dwell com 

Design Leaders 
www.dwell.com/designleaders 

Walking Tours 
www.dwell.com/audio 
Bicycles Built for You 

www.dwel I .comlsl ideshows 
Tech Blog 
www. dwe 11. com/dai ly/blog/techblog 
Jonathan Levine Gallery 
www.jonathanlevinegal lery.com 
Shepard Fairey 

www.obeygiant .com 

1 Editor's Note 

24 (Kiefer Sutherland's PSA) 

www.fox.com/24/ in fo.htm 
1970 Earth Day, Jimmy Carter 
www.epa.gov/earthday/h i story. htm 

42 Founder's Note 

Stora Enso 
www.storaenso.com 
Quebecor World 

www.quebecorworldinc .com 

73 My House 

Tad Beck 
www.tadbeck.com 
Lapeyre Stair 

www.lapeyrestair.com 
Plexiglas Agave lamp 
www.ylighting.com/ lpn-agave-d49· 

26.html 
Roger Capron tiles 
www.gueridon.com/roger_capron. 
php 
Art Center College of Design 
www.artcenter.edu 
Richlite countertops 
www.richlite.com 
Vinalhaven, Maine 
www.vinalhaven.com 
Fold bedspread 
www.foldbedding.com 

84 Off the Grid 

Shade House Development 
www.shadehousedev.com 
Custom mailbox and plant holders 
by Esplanade Homes Landscaping 

www.esplanadehomes.com 
Drafting Chairs by Charles and Ray 
Eames for Herman Miller 
www.hermanmi ller.com 
Asko dishwasher 

www.askousa.com 
George Jones & Sons dishware 
www.thepotteries.org 

Chilewich rug in kitchen 
www.c hi lewich.com 

Stone for bathroom floor and 
entryway wall by Walter Zanger 
www.walterzanger.com 

Living-room painting by Nicola 

Parente 
www.nparente.com 

92 Dwell Reports 

D.L. Byron 
Textura Design, Inc. 
www.texturadesign.com 

Bike Hugger 
www.bikehugger.com 
8-speed Urban Mobility by Puma 
www.puma.com 
Single-speed city racer by Alta 
www.allabikes.com 

Long Haul Trucker by Surly 
www.surlybikes.com 
Biomega AMS 8-speed bicycle by 

Jens Martin Skibsted for Design 
Within Reach 
www.dwr.com 
Brompton folding S-type 
www.bromptonbicycle.co.uk 
Novara Transfer by REI 

www.rei.com 

98 Nice Modern1St 

Della Valle Bernheimer 
www.d-bd.com 

105 Context 

Tryon Farm 
www.tryonfarm.com 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
www.nps.gov/ indu 
Tryon Farm Institute 
www.tryonfarminstitute.org 
Dawn Heid & Gary Beyerl 
www.bbaworld.com 

112 Conversation 

Sim Van der Ryn 
www.vanderryn.com 
Solar Living Institute 
Hopland, CA 

www.solarliving.org 

Design for Life: The Architecture 

of Sim Van der Ryn by Sim Van 
der Ryn (Gibbs Smith, 2005) 
www.gibbs-smith.com 
Highland House 
www.highlandcounty.com 
Point Reyes National Seashore 
www.nps.gov/pore 
U.S. Green Building Council 

www.usgbc.org 

119 Archive 

Ralph Rapson 
www.rapsonarchitects.com 
Ralph Rapson: Sirty Years of 
Modern Design by Rip Rapson, 

Jane King Hession, and Bruce N. 
Wright (Afton Historical Society 

Press, 1999) 
www.aftonpress.com 

Tyrone Guthrie Theater 

www.guthrietheater.org 
Alma, Michigan 

www.ci.alma.mi.us 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
Taliesin 
wv1w. tat iesi npreservat ion .org 

Cranbrook Academy of Art 
www.cranbrookart.edu 
College of William and Mary 
www.wm.edu 
Knoll 
www.knoll.com 
University of Minnesota 

College of Design: College of 
Architecture and Landscape 
Architecture 

www.cdes.umn.edu 

128 Dwell Labs 

Coat Range by Brave Space Design 
www.bravespacedesign.com 
Ghost Tree by Erich Ginder 

www.erichginder.com 
2030 by Blu Dot 
www.bludot.com 

Ivy coat hook system by Michael 
Meredith 
www. ivy. mos-office. net 
Tree Hooked coatrack by 
Alissia Melka·Teichroew and 
Jan Habraken 
www.alissiamt.com 
Symbol coatrack by DESU Design 
www.desudesign.com 
Wire coatrack by Tom Dixon 
www.dwr.com 
www.tomdixon.net 
Special thanks to Eden and Eden 
for supplying props 
www.edenandeden.com 

134 Another Green World 

Stern Review by Nicholas Stern 
(Brit i sh government, 2006) 

www.hm-treasury.gov.uk 

Whole f'arth Review 
www.wholeearthmag.com 
Kyoto Agreement 
www. en vi rol iteracy. erg/article. 
php/278.htmt 

136 Method Lab 

OMO: Office of Mobile Oesign

A Jennifer Siegal Company 

www.designmobile.com 
Southern California Institute of 
Architecture (SCI-Arc) 
www.sciarc.edu 
Peterborough, New Hampshire 
www.townofpeterborough.com 
Polygal 

www.polygal.com 
Kirei Board 

www.ki reiusa.com 



Durapalm flooring 
www.durapalm.com 
Neoporte Doors 
www.neoporte.com 
Smith and Fong 
www.plybcc.com 
Boffi Kitchens 
WWW.both.it 
Antony Chair by Jean Prouv~ 
for Vitra 
www.vitra.com 
Plate Table by Jasper Morrison 
forVitra 
www.vitra.com 
Panton Chair by Verner Panton 
forVitra 
www.vitra.com 

144 No Grid in Sight 

Gigaplex Inc. 
www.gigaplexdes1gn.com 
DesignBuildBLUFF 
www.des1gnbu11dblu1f.com 
University of Utah's College of 
Architecture + Plannina 
www.arch.utah.edu 

152 Tho First Wave 

Bondi Beach 
www.bondiv1llage.com 
Uniting Church in Australia 
www.uca.org.au 
Australian Conservation Foundation 
www.acfonline.org.au 
Beefsteak and Burgundy Club 
(Botany Bay chaplerl 
www.beefsteakandburgundyclub. 
erg.au 
Kennedy Associates Architects, 
Sydney, Australia 
www.kennedyassociales.com.au 
Sun Lizard 
www.alternatovefuels.com.au 
Toby Gray 
Environmental Design and 
Solutions Ply Ltd 
Tel: 011-0400-312·711 
Lezlie Tilley 
Brenda May Gallery 
www.danksstreet.com.au 

160 Polr Pos1t1on 

Fiedler Contemporary 
Cologne, Germany 
www.ulrochfoedler.com 

Dw<lle(ISSN 153().5309). Volume VIII, 
Number 1. ~ pubhs.he<I montl'lty, titcepl 
bi-monthly in Dec/J•n 1ttd JuliAug. 
by !>Moll, LLC. 40 GolO St•eel. San 
Franco>«>. CA 94133 5110. USA. 
In the US. OweU«i is a reg1stertd tr.tdemark 
of °"-ell. LLC. Publisher assumes no 
respons1brl1ty to1 return ol uns.ohc11ed 

Gallery Luisotti 
www.galleryluisotti.com 
www.artnel.com/luisotti 
Frank Breuer: Po/es 
(Faulconer Gallery. Grinnell 
College I 
www.grinnell.edu/faulconer 
gallery/catalogs 

166 Free Range K1ck1n 

El Cosmlco 
VN/W.elcosmico.com 
Marfa, Texas 
www.marfatx.com 
Lake-Flato Architects 
www.lakeflato.com 
Jack Sanders 
JWLKR Design Build Adventure 
www.beaconlives.com 
Auburn University School of 
Ar-chitecture 
www.arch.auburn.edu 
Ten Eyck Landscape Architects 
www.teneyckla.com 
The Green Hotel 
Mysore. India 
www.greenhotelindia.com 
Tiamo Resort 
South Andros Island. Bahamas 
www. t 1amoresorts.com 
Eco Lodge 
Shimanto. Japan 
www.pes-ae.com/inVEco-Lodge/ 
main.him 
Donald Judd's modern art refuge 
www.bunkhousemgmt.com 
Green Vacation Hub 
www.greenvacationhub.com 
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Floyd County, Virginia 
www.floydvirginia.com 
American Institute of Architects 
Research Corporation 
www.aoa.org 
Ar-chetype Studio 
www.archetypestud10.net 
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Rich•rd Hutten 

www.uchardhutten.com 
Kunsthal, Rotterdam 
www.kunsthal.nl 
False Flat: Why Dutch Design 
Is So Good by Aaron Belsky and 
Adam Eeuwens 

manuscripts, art, Or any other unsolicited 
mateflats. SubK:riptK>ii puce tor US rest
dents $24 00 tor 10 issues Canadian sub
scr1pt1on rate $29.95 (GST mcluded) for 
10 1s.wes. All other counwes: $35. 95 fOf 
10 1Uue$ To orde~ a subscr1pt1on to Dwelt 
or •o inQuire ~bout ,.,, existing subscription. 
plo:ase wme to: Owell Magazme Customer 

(Pha1don Press. 2004) 
www.phaidon.com 
Marcel Wanders 
www.marcelwanders.com 
Hella Jongerius 
www.jongeriuslab.com 
Jurgen Bey 
www.jurgenbey.nl 
Droog Design 
www.droogdesign.nl 
Gerri! Rietveld 
www.gemt-rietveld.nl 
Lensvelt 
www.lensvelt.nl 
Cincinnati Art Museum 
www.cinc1nnatiartmuseum.org 
MVRDV 
www.mvrdv.nl 

190 Detour 

To22 design team/Efe Buluc 
www.to22.net 
Pratt Institute in New York 
www.pratt.edu 
Changa restaurant 
www.changa-istanbul.com 
Babylon club 
www.babylon-ost.com 
360 Istanbul 
www.360istanbul.com 
Istanbul Modern 
www.istanbulmodern.org 
Saray Muhallebicilerl 
lstiklal Cad. 102-104 
Istanbul 
Tel, 011-212-292-34-34 
Kilyos Beach 
IVIVW. turkeytravelplan ner .com 
House Cafe 
Atiye Sk. No. 1011 Ter;vikiye 
Istanbul 
Tel, 011-212·259·23-77 
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Calori Azimi Botlneau Architects 
www.agencecab.com 
Pierre Bonnard: Early and Late 
by Ehzabelh Hutton Turner 
(Philip Wilson Publishers. 2003) 
www.ph1t1p-w1lson.co.uk 
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When the architecture firm Calori Azimi Botineau 
d iscuss their newly completed project in the idyllic 

Mediterranean town of Eze, France, they pay homage 
to the usual suspects of international style: Ludwig Mies 
van der Rohe and Le Corbusier. Also among their influ
ences are two painters who seem to have little to do 
with turn-of-the-21st-century design: Henri Matisse and 
!Pierre Bonnard. The architects reference Matisse's and 
IBonnard's captivation with the region's light, eviden t in 
paintings which exploit its qualities as it filters into 
indoor space. 

Love of Bonnard (of which we're also guilty) aside, the 

window screens that the architects devised for their Strip 
o f Six Apartments are far more sculptural than painterly. 
The galvan ized steel, louvered shades were designed to 

open like eyelids- we love the idea of an apartmen t 
squinting-allowing residents to control the amoun t of 

light coming in. The fa<;ade is always in flux, imbuing the 
bui lding's skin with an active, ever-changing quality. 

Though the screens make a bold statement, the siting 
of the apartments is just as audacious, giving the whole 
place an air of sophisticated derring-do. Perched peril
ously on a cliff that looks out onto the sea, extreme plots 
of land such as this are often the only places left to build 
on France's very popular southern coast. With outdoor 
space at a premium, Calori Azimi Botineau turned to the 
roof. Accessed by private staircase, each unit is furnished 
with a solarium auec une uue incroyab/e. And in t rue 

French Riviera fashion, the rooftop has become a prime 
social spot to dine, sip pastis, and of course, sunbathe. • 

at 










