Sustainable in L.A.
A 21st-Century Hacienda
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Proof that nature and progress can coexist comfortably.
Very, very comfortably.

This is luxury hybrid.

This is the pursuit of perfection.
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intelligently modern
exquisitely engineered
built to last

henrybuilt

the crafted kitchen system

in new york at 79 grand street and in seattle at 913 western avenue
visit us online at henrybuilt.com or call (212) 966-5797
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beyond. Supportive, rich leather-appointed seats
remember your settings* and place you calmly in
command. While sleek magnesium paddle shifters* put
you in control of the smooth power of its class-leading™
330-horsepower VVEL engine. Every carefully crafted detail,
from the{hand-stitched steering wheel" to the touch-screen
navigation; exists to more fully connect you to the intense
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Live beautifully.
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CONTOURS table. Design: Didier Gomez. ALSTER chair, Design: Emmanuel Dietrich.
www.ligne-roset-usa.com B00-BY-ROSET
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HOW WILL YOU SHAPE YOUR SOCIETY &

stood by while the

For too long, ordinary folks have
elite few have shaped humankind's grand societies.

We say, enough! For the love of Steve, Margaret, Monty
and the rest of the average Joes, let them build a city
from which their own ideal society might come forth!

In Stores Now  simcity.com
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..HERMAN MILLER'S AWARD WINNING WORK SEATS.
THERE'S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME.

(ORDER VIA THE WEB. PHONE OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM)

CHECK FOR SPECIAL PRICING
1.07 - 11.27.07

i

AERCN - CHROME

CAPER TASK

AERON (GRAPHITE OR TITANIUM / LUMBAR OR POSTURE-FIT)

CLASSIC AND CONTEMPORARY FURNISHINGS FOR HOME AND OFFICE Jules Seltzer Associates
Dating back to the 1930's, Jules Seltzer Associates has proudly represented the finest in classic
furniture design, Designs from Charles and Ray Eames, George Nelson, Isamu Noguchi, and many
others were on display at Jules Seltzer long before their designs became known as “The Classics”
Today, we remain Herman Miller's oldest continuously operating dealership in the world and have
consistently provided generations of award winning designs.

8833 Beverly Boulevard
Los Angeles. CA 90048
Tel 310.274.7243
info@julesseltzer.com
www.julesseltzer.com
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Redefining the equation:
italydesign.com = (quality" x selection®) + availability

Italydesign

1290 Powell Street, Emeryville, CA 94608

tel 510-420-0383, fax 510-428-1251
‘www.italydesign.com info@italydesign.com

Most items in stock for immediate delivery. MADE IN ITALY
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DiSTILLER’S SELECT |
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BOURBON WHISKEY /2

HANDCRAFTED IN SMALL BATCHES,

WOODFORD RESERVE' Bovmsonwss ™™

———

Decide to enjoy your bourbon responsibly.

quford Rcscr& Distiller's Select Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskc)’. 45,2% Alc. h}' Vol., The Woodford Reserve Distillery, Versailles, KY ©@2007.
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Editor’s Note Signs of the Times
Take a trip down memaory lgnore signs to the con-
lane with editor-in-chief trary as we show you why
Sam Grawe as he recounts | the suburbs hold deeper
how his wonder years led meaning than their banal
to growing pains, but that | appellations might imply.

in the end, life goes on. = N \, A =

On the Level Home Schooled

Pastoral Manner

In Vancouver, British

Columbia, architect Peter
Cardew does his level best
to renovate the halves and

A brick house in Wyoming,
Ohio, doubles as a school-
house for teaching a course
on the intersecting arts of

The prayers of a Greenwich,
Connecticut, couple are

finally answered when the
remodeling stars align to

re-educate the halve-nots. construction and compro- help get them to the church

Story by Carolann Rule / mise. Story by Georgina on time. Story by Jamie
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Architect John Nastasi and SubUI‘bS Wlth AttItUde
Dec/Jan 2008

a growing team of math-
i ]_B “We want to try to understand and

affordable future.

letes calculate new ways
in which to prefabricate an

identify qualities in suburbia that have value
in their own right.” —racy myers

Suburban Cover

Subversions Cardew Residence, Vancouver, British Columbia, page 136
Andrew Blauvelt and Tracy Photo by Jodo Canziani

Myers curate a sprawling

new art exhibition that

exposes modern America's

suburban underbelly.
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This year, the most colorful gifts are coming in black and white.
the store nearest you, call 80 0. crateandbarrel.com
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Dwell Labs

We rock the house with a
nonstop concert of salt-

and-pepper duos that push
design, push it real good.
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An offline search engine
for all your Sourcing
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Houses We Love

The Mostrém family finds
everything in its right place
as their little black box
touches down in the forests
of Nacka, Sweden.
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What is space”?

It's bigger than just a room.
Space creeps out into the hallway.
Space sprawls out on the patio.
It's your home without dividing lines.

Make the most of your space
at knollspace.com

Knoll is proud to be the founding sponsor
of the World Monuments Fund
Modernism at Risk program. Learn more
at www.wmf.org/modernism.

The A. Conger Goodyear House, Edward Durell Stone, 1938

Marcel Breuer Wassily Chairs and Laccio Tables
Florence Knoll Credenza

For timeless designs, visit knollspace.com
or call 866 94-KNOLL for the retailer nearest you.

Knoll
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£ Authenticity.
S Period.”

aeron® chair

Eb highbrowfurniture.

SALE

Herman Miller” Task Chair Sale
November 21-27, 2007

Some restrictions apply

eames® lounge chair and ottoman
in cowhide

Adelta

2551

Edra

Herman Miller for the Home™
Kartell

Knoll

Louis Poulsen

Magis

Moroso

Vitra

eames® low (wire-b

=Quickship

Many items in stock and ready to ship!
Free Shipping!
www.highbrowfurniture.com
1.888.329.0219

Owner & Founder Lara Hedberg Deam
President & Publisher Michela O'Connor Abrams
Associate Publisher Michele Gerus

Operations Director Rom| Masuda
Finance Manager Jennifer McKinley
Accounting Supervisor Andrea V. Morlensen

IT Manager Greg Doering

Office Coordinator / HR Administrator
Rya Hornstein

Executive Assistant Grace Yi
Administrative Assistant Lia Watts

Online Sales / Marketing Director Nancy Alonzo
(415) 290-8532 / nancy@dwell.com

Online Managing Editor Kathryn Schulz

Online Editor Chelsea Holden Baker

Online Coordinator Domingo Robledo

Online Sales Coordinator Greg McElroy

Sr. Director, Consumer Marketing Laura Simkins
Subscriptions Manager Brian Karo
New Business Manager Robin Connell

Newsstand Consultant George Clark
National Distribution Warner Publisher Services

Marketing Director Laure! Skillman

Marketing Manager, East Coast Bryce Longton
Marketing Coordinator Alexis Mansinne
Creative Services Manager Nicole Parente-Lopez
Designer Julia Ra

Brand Consultant Muriel Schelke

Content Strategist Michael Sylvester
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Dwell Offices (New York)

(212) 382-2010

International Sales Director

W. Keven Weeks / keven@dwell.com
Eastern Sales Manager

Kathryn McKeever / kathryn@dwell,.com
Eastern Sales Manager

Wayne Carrington / wayne@dwell.com
New York Sales / Marketing Coordinator
Mari Slater / mari@dwell.com

West Coast

Barbara Bella & Associates

Danny Della Lana (San Francisco)
(415) 373-5161 / danny@bbasf.com
Esther McCulloch (Los Angeles)

(323) 467-5906 / esther@bba-la.com

Midwest

Derr Media Group, Timothy J. Derr

(847) 615-1921 / derrmediagroup@comcasl.net
Karen Teegarden & Associates, Karen Teegarden
(248) 642-1773 | karen@kteegarden.com

South / Southeast
Nuala Berrelis Media, Nuala Berrells
(214) 660-9713 / nuala@sbcglobal.net

Milan, Italy
Andrea Pipitone
39 (02) 7389595/ dwell@andreapipitone. it

Modern Market

Managing Director Angela Ames

(415) 898-5329 [ angela@dwell.com
Manager / East: Lauren Dismuke-Zivyak
(917)941-1148 [ lauren@dwell.com

Manager / Northwest, Midwest: Diane MacLean
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(631) 320-3185 / jlazar@dwell.com

Manager / California: Diane Barrett

(415) 389-1879 / diane@dwell.com



® The experts rank TWIN®knives best.

For 275 years, |A. Henckels has been advan;ing the technology and craftsmanship
of fine cutlery. Perhaps that's why America's leading product testing institute ranks
Henckels TWIN® knives #| and #2 among all brands.

IWILLING
J.A. HENCKELS
PASSION FOR THE BEST. SINCE 1731

\ There’s a | AHenckels

EP 7 ansen TWIN® knife just
right for you.

TWIN® Pro-5

TWIN® Cuisine

l*
FREE!
TWIN® Forged Cheese Knives.

39405-001 39401001  30403-001
Hard Cheese Cheese Knife Fork Tip

* For a limited time, when you purchase Henckels TWIN® knives, you will receive free one, two or all three
of our all-stainless TWIN® forged cheese knives. Each cheese knife is a § 3() value.

ELIGIBLE PURCHASES. You must purchase your | A. HENCKELS TWIN® knives at a participating retail store, catalog or online retailer. To locate a participating retiler go to
wwwijahenckels.com or call JA HENCKELS Customer Service at 800-777-4308. Only knives by Zwilling J.LA. Henckels TWIN' brand apply. The actwal pre-tax
purchase price must be $100 or more to be eligible to receive one free cheese knife; $200 or more to receive two cheese knives; %300 or more to receive three cheese knives.
Date of purchase must be between September 1, 2007 and December 31, 2007.

HOW TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE CHEESE KMNIVES. You must send the following four items! 1) a copy of your receipt, 2) your name and address (no PO. Boxes, please)
and the number of the item or items you request, 3) check or money order for $5.00 shipping & handling, 4) the UPC bar code from all Henckels TWIN® product packaging.
(You must cut out the original UPC bar codes from the product packaging, Only the original UPC will be accepted, so do not send a copy,) Send these four items to |.A.Henckels, LLC,
Att: Cheese Knife Redemption, 171 Saw Mill River Road, Hawthorne, NY 10532 Please allow 4-6 weeks for handling.

© 2007 Zwilling J.A. Henckels, IC ~ TWIN is a registered trademark of Zwilling J.A. Henckels, LLC jahenckels.com
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to the Dwel] library. Not Sur-
prisingly, when itcame time to

Seven years? Really? | was only 20 years old?!

| guess it's about time that | drop you a line,
then: | was lucky enough to happen upon your
very first issue, and have read every single issue
cover-to-cover since then. Dwell has utterly
changed—and continues to inform—my perspec-
tive on the world around me. Thank you.

Melissa Chubbuck
Seattle, Washington

In “Home Buying 101" (October 2007), you quote
real estate agent John Barnette as saying “these
homes...will smell like an 8o-year-old woman.”

| get the point (probate sales are like this),

but this quote just doesn't seem worthy of your
magazine, and | wouldn't dream of renewing my
subscription. What were you thinking?

Barbara Nay
Antrim, New Ham pshire

It's always a treat to receive my latest issue of
Dwell, but as | pored over the October zoo7
issue | was struck by a couple of references to
the designs of Charles and Ray Eames that were
less than complimentary (horrors!). First, your
mention of Blu Dot's Real Good chair in "What
We Saw" includes the statement that it's a
"welcome alternative to the ubiguitous Eames
fiberglass shell chair,”" Ouch!

Then | saw Angelika Taschen's take on coffee
tables, which included her opinion of the Eames
Elliptical (a.k.a. surfboard) table (she loved
it). But you guys preferred the Platner table
simply because it wasn't Eames, “perhaps...
because all things Eames are starting to have
the ‘impressionist syndrome,' where they seem
less special due to ubigquity.” There you go
with ubiquity again—you folks must really hate
Barcelona chairs!

| don't get it. Shouldn't good design be widely
accepted and embraced? Does design have to
be novel, or does a designer’s work have to be
seldom seen to be considered good?

Dwell is a great champion of sustainable
practices—in building, furnishing, and living.
To me sustainability means holding on to things
that work. My partner and | have been collecting
Eames design for years—our first arm shell chair
was $15 in a thrift store window. Sure, we love
most of the new stuff that Dwell highlights every
month, but we're not going to chuck our Eames
furniture just to be on the cutting edge.

Tim Elitharp
Portland, Maine

I'm writing in response to the introduction for the
“Greetings from..." section (page 171, October
2007). When | received the magazine, | was
excited that it would include something about »

PHOTD BY ANDREA LAWSON
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my country, but | was also disappointed because,
in U.S. magazines, Puerto Rico is usually
misrepresented.

To say that “most Puerto Ricans speak
Spanish” only shows the lack of knowledge that
most Americans have about us. In spite of being
a U.S. territory for more than a hundred years,
it's amazing how easy it is to talk about Puerto
Rico as if it was an undiscovered, mysterious
place, | find it important to let you and your
staff know that all Puerto Ricans speak Spanish
because it is our official and primary language.
English is our second official language, but is
not our main language. This is very important
to clarify because your publication is sending
a wrong message to thousands of people that
may not know about Puerto Rico.

Also, the Casita Blanca restaurant doesn't
serve Creole food. Our locals don't eat Creole
food since we have never been a French terri-
tory (that's Haiti, by the way). La Casita Blanca
serves authentic Puerto Rican food that we
call “comida criolla.”

For a magazine with such high standards
as Dwell, it would be wise to have really good
fact-checkers on staff to avoid offending your
readers with the details.

Yanira Cirino
San Juan, Puerto Rico

I've been a subscriber for years, and | have to
say absolutely—without exaggeration—that it is
the first time in seven years that I"ve been truly
disappointed with a project in Dwell. Considering
your editor-in-chief's plea for “context and
consideration,” | was perplexed to find neither
in Jeff Waltz's project (“Pittsburgh Steeler,”
October 2007). I've seen the homes in the
background of this steel structure, and they're
beautiful. | really consider myself open-minded
when it comes to architecture and experimenta-
tion, but | will never go along with the idea that
just because someone dared to do something
different we have to accept and applaud it.

It's clear that Waltz has good taste—the
inside is really cool—but, to me, the exterior
is simply wrong.

Arda Talu
Chicago, Illinois

| was very much impressed with your article
about Bangkok (“The Bangkok Beat," September
2007). That said, | think what Mason Florence
refers to as “Sino-Portuguese”-style architec-
ture is actually “Chino-Portuguese,"” the unique
style used in southern Thailand, especially in
Pung-Nga and Phuket. Historically, many wealthy
Chinese immigrants mixed European style

34 Dwell Dec/Jan 2008

(mostly Portuguese due to the colony in Macau)
with traditional Chinese building techniques. In
Bangkok there are many buildings that mix tradi-
tional Chinese style with European style, but not
Chino-Portuguese style like most of the buildings
found on Charoen Krung Road (“New Road")

and Song Wat Road.

Sethapong Pawwattana
Bangkok, Thailand

| take issue with two letters printed in the
September 2007 issue. Regarding Len Charlap's
statement, “| am my stuff and my stuff is me,"
he may be his stuff, but | am certainly not. | am
my ideas, my thoughts, and my experiences, not
a bunch of dusty, meaningless consumer goods
and tchotchkes.

Which is probably why | (unlike Jeff Coons of
San Diego) do more than just “exist” in my 700-
square-foot apartment, which does not, in any
way, resemble a prison. | “live" there (as do my
husband and baby daughter), and it is real living
because | am not spending my time cleaning,
dusting, and maintaining a large, mostly unused
space. How much space can one person occupy
at a time anyway?

So, please, keep the articles about small
spaces coming.

Catherine Ellard
Woodside, New York

In the September 2007 issue, | noticed that
you captioned a picture appearing on page 155
("Highway Hideaway") as “a painting by Wayne
Gonzales depicting Lee Harvey Oswald.” The
only picture | could see depicted the now-
famous “three tramps" who were in the area of
the Kennedy assassination on that fateful day.
Pardon me for being a fault-finding nit-picker,
but Oswald was a bum, not a tramp.

Ralph K. Echols
Scottsdale, Arizona

Thank you so much for your article on the Opdahl
house (“Opdahl Remastered,” July/August
2007). The article did a wonderful job of tracing
the house’s rise and demise from an innovative
architectural piece to its “re-worked condition™
when Andreas Stevens bought it and moved in.
Ed Killingsworth was very proud of it and stated
that it launched his career as an architect.

We have many memories of living in that
house, and what a great experience it was. We
had our wedding reception there soon after it was
completed. Our first son was born when we lived
there, and we sold it only because the architect
preferred not to add another bedroom and bath
over the carport when our second son was born.

Andreas deserves credit for his devoted
restoration, as you pointed out in your article.
He energetically checked the Internet to find
original pieces used in the house and was
successful in most cases, even replacing some
of the furniture.

We would also like to thank Catherine Ledner
for her beautiful photography. She really did
justice to the house.

Joyce and Dick Opdahl
Huntington Beach, California

0, Dan Maginn,

Thou made'st our Swedish faces blush with pride
at thy sweet serenade (“An Ode to the IKEA
Cabinet,” July/August 2007).

0, plucky poet! How vast is thy reach? Within
a fortnight didst countless surefooted patrons
appear at our gate (including ten from thine own
hamlet, Kansas City): clutching your magazine
to their breasts, praising your missive and clam-
oring for kitchen cabinetry contentment. Such
happy hubbub! We didst comply.

0, home! 'Tis surely the most important place
in the world. Is such kitchen magnificence
attainable for all? Aye, verily! If a journey to
IKEA is not in the stars, one need merely seek
IKEA.com on the web of the wide world. All will
be revealed.

A thousand thanks from we few (we happy
few), Your humble servants at IKEA Twin Cities.
Mary Sorenson

IKEA Twin Cities
Bloomington, Minnesota

| was very pleased with the extended archive
section of your July/August 2007 issue.
Specifically, it was great to see the old photos
of Black Mountain College, with its legendary
staff and students, and to read about its ideal-
istic and revolutionary agenda. The article
prompted me to think of the current state of
design and architecture education in the U.S.
| wonder whether you would consider report-
ing on the greenest, most forward-thinking,
creative, and artistically based design programs
around, Surely there must be some lesser-known
programs worthy of note, and who better to
expose them than Dwell?

Daniel Luis Martinez
Tampa, Florida

| am a college student who has been reading
your pages for the last couple of years. | look
forward to seeing great design here in our modern
world. | appreciate the effort that your staff takes
to locate and disseminate the knowledge of such
items to the everyday person. However, as of late



your magazine has seemed to wander away from
the promise of that.

The Dwell/Blu Dot lounge chair design compe-
tition has been a clear indication of this. | was
excited about the ideas behind the competition:
a lounge chair that is comfortable, sustainable,
environmentally friendly, and affordable. It gave
me hope that | would finally be able to obtain
a great chair for my place.

Upon seeing the three finalists' designs posted
on Dwell's website, | was deeply disappointed.
With all of your focus on sustainable and envi-
ronmental design | would expect to see some
of th

t knowledge present in the choice of these
designs. However, | cannot really see how these
chairs are environmentally friendly.

Most depressing to me is that from reading
about the materials and looking at the construc-
tion | have come to the conclusion that | will
not be able to afford any of these designs. My
brain tells me that it is going to cost more than
$250. This places the chair out of the reach of
ir “everyda

the majority of yc ' readers. It seems

that Blu Dot is keeping with making furniture
that many people cannot afford. It also helps

reinforce the negative stereotype that good
design is only for the privileged.

| hope that in the future you will aim to carrect
some of these issues. | hope that Dwell will stop
teasing the children with candy and never letting
any of us have a taste.

Mychal Stewart
Atlanta, Georgia

| just wanted to say how much | appreciate your
magazine for its high-level quality content as
much as its graphic presentation. | personally
love the swaths of color that run through pic
tures and text. Please keep that modern visual
approach which corresponds so well to your
excellent editorial work.

Bernard Lagacé
Paris, France

| just finished reviewing a Wallpaper fashion
spread in which an extremely pretentious fashion
shoot took place at Mike Miere's Farm Project

("Kitchens 101," July/August 2007). Wallpaper's

work is to be esteemed, and | do respect their
publication. Yet, as | absorbed their work, | really

Letters

blished such

enjoyed knowing that you guys g
a perceptive article about Miere's work before
Wallpaper had the opportunity to ostracize the
location with fashionista atrocities

| write this comment only with the intention
of saying Dwell kicks some Wallpaper ass. | also
hope you stay the forever grounded and down-
to-earth architecture magazine you have so far
proven yourself to be.

Karina Napier Anderson
New York, MNew York

Please write to us:

Dwell Letters

40 Gold Street

San Francisco, CA 94133

letters@dwell.com »

LOOK, IT EVEN FITS
UNDER THE TREE.

This holiday season, choose from endless customizable
options to design the perfect MINI to complement your tre
Or living room sofa. Or kitchen sink. Or backyard patio.
You get the point. The MINI Cooper S, starting at $21,8

MINIUSA.COM
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Matthew Monteith captured

a small parking kiosk—a mere
shadow of the former struc-
ture—on the Rue St.-Francgois-
Xavierut in Montreal.
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Contributors

Jaimie Epstein (“Pastoral Manner,” p. 154)
lives and writes in New York but will jump
at any chance to trade city for country.
Although she prefers her country wild, the
lush greenery of well-tended Greenwich,
Connecticut, did wonders for her concrete-
addled soul.

David A. Greene (“Courtyard of Appeal,”

p. 88) is a screenwriter living in Los Angeles,
While exploring the sunny, hacienda-
inspired expanses of Thomas Robertson's
Courtyard House, he was reminded fondly
of that time he defended a small Mexican
border town against bloodthirsty bandits,
alongside Steve McQueen and Yul Brenner,

Chad Holder (“Home Schooled,” p. 146)
had this to say of documenting the Boling
family in Wyoming, Ohio: “Haley, Mason,
and Muriel were some of the best kids |
have ever met. Upon my arrival, 13-year-old
Haley asked if we would mind if she cooked
a meal for us that evening, stating, ‘Don’t
worry, it will be edible.’ She prepared one
of the best meals |'ve ever had, right down
to the pot de créme (which she pronounces
with an impeccable French accent). | hope
my little ones turn out to be as polite and
fun as the Boling kids; | suppose the switch
to the suburbs was the right move."

John King ("Surrogate Cities," p. 182)

is the San Francisco Chrenicle's urban
design writer. He grew up in Walnut Creek
back when there was only one place to
buy Peet's Coffee east of Berkeley, when
enclosed shopping malls were the height
of sophistication, and when searching out
fresh music required a trip to college-town
record shops rather than the Internet.

William Lamb ("|ndustrial Revolution,”

p. 77) lives in Jersey City, New lersey.

He had a “one gorge" quota for his trip to
Ithaca, New York, to report this issue's
“My House" feature, and credits its sub-
|ects, Maria Cook and Lance Compa, with
directing him to a particularly stunning one
at Robert H. Treman State Park.

RJ Muna (“Chair Up," p. 100} is a photog-
rapher living in San Francisco. By drawing
on his work in both fine art and commercial
photography, Muna is able to combine

the two aesthetics to make smart, visually
captivating images. For this shoot, he drew
inspiration from his work photographing
dance companies throughout the Bay Area,
bringing the chairs to life with lighting
and composition.

James Nestor (“Soul Surfer,” p.125) is

a writer living in San Francisco. Traveling
to interview architect Harry Gesner, Nestor
found a renewed appreciation for his
Southern Californian motherland. This
did not happen, as you might expect, in a
rented teal-green PT Cruiser while waiting
in traffic for hours on the 405, but rather
atop a surfboard 5o feet out from a private
white-sand beach in Malibu sharing glassy
waves on a balmy midsummer evening
with a famed 83-year-old architect. Ah,
maybe SoCal ain't that bad after all.

Vancouverite Carolann Rule ("On the
Level,” p. 136) is a former magazine editor
who writes for a variety of publications,
including Metropolitan Home, Azure,
Western Living, and the Globe and Mail.
“l must admit that when architect Peter
Cardew first told me about this project

| wasn't jumping up and down with excite-
ment,” explains Rule. “| have always
associated split-level architecture (if you
can call it architecture) with suburban
development that begins with bulldozing
every element of topographical variety

in an area, spaghetti street layouts, same-
same building forms, and cheap con-
struction. Was | in for a surprise! This
house is a knockout! Not just because of
the way it looks, but because of the way
it makes you feel so relaxed and comfort-
able when you are inside. | could live
here in a heartbeat!”

Deborah Snoonian (“The Adding Machine,"
p. 163) is a senior editor at This Old House.
She can't decide what she |iked more:
the house she wrote about for this issue
or the huge spread of Armenian food that
homeowners Gregg and Arpie graciously
provided for her. “We're all of Armenian
heritage—enjoying huge meals and talking
about food are as natural to us as breath-
ing,” she says. A native of Lawrence,
Massachusetts, Deborah lives in Brooklyn
with her fiancé Bradley and cat Oskar. m
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Dwell Community Events and Prome

Announcing the Next Classic

This summer, Dwell and Blu Dot, the Minneapolis-based company known for well-designed, modern furniture offered at
reasonable prices, hosted a competition to design the ultimate lounge chair—something comfortable, sustainable, efficient,
honest, and affordable.

In July, an invited jury selected three finalists from the open competition: furniture designer Mike Devereaux, architect
Ralph Rapson, and swimwear designer Susan Marie Reyes. Blu Dot produced working prototypes of the three finalists’ chairs,
which were debuted to the public at Dwell On Design San Francisco.

The winner was decided by a three-way vote cast by Dwell, Blu Dot, and an open poll on dwell.com. On September 15th the
design by Case Study architect Ralph Rapson was named the winner. Sam Grawe, editor-in-chief of Dwell, explained why

the Large Lounge was so compelling: "We felt like this chair, with its generous proportions, really embodied the spirit of
lounging. It lives up to the Dwell name and is harmonious with Blu Dot's line, Of the designs, we felt it had the most potential
to become a future classic."

The Large Lounge is scheduled go into production next year and will inaugurate Blu Dot's Dwell Collection at the ICFF
in May of 2008.

We thank the Dwell Community for the inspiring submissions and for your votes.

Winner \
Large Lounge Chair by Ralph Rapson
This Large Lounge Chair is for sitting upright or lying down.
The design features a metal cross frame with light perforated
metal infill or fabric mesh, plus fabric cover mat.
Finalists

Sun Lounge Chair

_- ! by Susan Marie Reyes (left)

\ Circuit Lounge Chair
.aa by Mike Devereaux (right)
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VITSG 606 Universal Shelving System
Timeless, movable and constantly evolving

Designed by Dieter Rams in 1960 for Vitsce and
produced continuously ever since. Add more when
you need. Take it with you when you move.

www.vitsoe.com

Now available in California, exclusively at Moss:

8444 Melrose Avenue Los Angeles CA 90069
T 323 866 5260 www.mossonline.com
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Editor's Note

‘ Photo by Mom

After-school special: Editor-in-
chief Sam Grawe, circa 1980,
poses in front of the family

split-level in McLean, Virginia.

Sprawl in the Family

In certain circles, “suburbia” truly is a dirty word.
Before the sounding of the second “b” the mind fills
with ghastly images of cookie-cutter developer homes
squeezed onto crammed lots tessellating infinitely
through a clear-cut landscape. Who would ever choose
to live there? Wouldn't it be preferable to drive another
30 minutes to be in the countryside, or give up the extra
two bedrooms, bathroom, powder room, walk-in closet,
unfinished basement, and garage and stay in the city?

I've done my time. The suburb I was raised in was
hardly the monsterburbia of today, but “cul-de-sac” and
“split-level” is really all T need to tell you. My parents
moved to McLean, Virginia, in 1975—a nice enough
place to raise kids, afford a decent house, have a yard,
and commute to a job in Washington, DC. But after that
job took the family to India for four years, the McLean
we returned to in 1985 was a whole new world. Gone
were the odd farmhouse and the funky little health-food
store, and in came the tracts of palatial faux colonials
and shiny Mercedes Benzes. McLean was booming with
Reaganomics, and suddenly our little split-level enclave
looked downright down-market.

That really never bothered me too much (I was no
Alex P. Keaton), although in some respects the commu-
nity became less appealing. On the other hand, the Metro
had connected northern Virginia with DC, so it was
easy enough to soak in true urban grit—or conversely,
you could get in a car and head out to Appalachia. Just
as often we would bargain hunt around the Beltway at
vintage instrument and music shops, and eat dim sum
in strip malls or late-night slices of pie at a Greek diner.
The suburbs had plenty to offer; you just needed to dig
a little deeper, and be willing to make a few concessions.

[ think the same is true today, but the Internet has also
had an impact. With anything in the world justa click
away, where you choose to live matters significantly less
than how you choose to live. Living in suburbia used to
imply being landlocked by banality, but with the surfeit
of information and media flowing through every home,
this is no longer the case.

The suburbs were, and are, a product of the American
dream, and today that dream manifests itself in mani-
fold ways—extending from prepackaged vulgarity (see
“Signs of the Times,” page 134) to unique, tangible
expression. In this issue, we visit suburbs of Vancouver,
Cincinnati, and New York City (and even make a stop-
overin Sweden) to explore homes that turn the average
suburban paradigm on its head—from unlikely renova-
tions to prefabricated additions. Serendipitously, the
exhibition “Worlds Away: New Suburban Landscapes”
(co-produced by the Walker Art Center and Carnegie
Museum of Art) opens in February 2008, so we had the
opportunity to compare notes with cocurators Andrew
Blauvelt and Tracy Myers.

In a conversation with senior editor Amber Bravo
(page 173), Blauvelt strikes a chord when he says, “We
live in the present so much that we forget that yesterday's
suburb is the city fabric [of tomorrow].” To his point, in
contrast to the newly built developments at the fringe,
today McLean does feel like a real place—and our old
split-level is now a classic example of postwar housing.
The part of the equation we most often forget, both when
creating and evaluating the suburbs, is time.

SAM GRAWE, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
sam@dwell.com
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Thanks to our 2007 Dwell on Design
San Francisco Sponsors!

SEE YOU AT DWELL ON DESIGN LOS ANGELES, JUNE 6-8, 2008.

dwell

By all measures the 2007 Dwell on Design San Francisco Conference + Exhibition

was a resounding success.

The Conference featured presentations by community advocates and design

visionaries including Michelle Kaufman, Michael McDaonough, Carl Pope,

Alice Waters and many others in conversations moderated by veteran journalist
and award-winning author John Hockenberry.

The Exhibition showcased the modern design product and services of over 125
exhibitors in an engaging, hands-on marketplace.

And Dwell readers came out in force, thanks to your support Dwell on Design
San Francisco exceeded our attendance projections.

For more information about our next show—2008 Dwell on Design
Los Angeles—uvisit DwellonDesign.com.

For more product information, visit the 2007 Dwell on Design San F

AIRLINE
Virgin America
www.virginamerica.com

ARCHITECTURAL BOOKS
Chronicle Books
www.chroniclebooks.com

William Stout
www. stoutbooks.com

ART

Academy of Art
www.academyart.edu

AUDIO & ELECTRONICS
Olevia
www.olevia.com

ORB Audio

www.orbaudio.com

DESIGN MATERIALS
Geocrete™ by Cheng Designs
www.chengdesign.com

ConcreteWorks
www.concretewarks.com

Heath Ceramics
www.heathceramics.com

modwalls®
www.modwalls.com

SpecStones Import Inc.
www.specstones.com
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TileShop
www.tile-shop.com

DOORS
Bashan Stone Doors
www.bashanstonedoors.com

Loewen
www.loewen.com

The Sliding Door
www.sfslidingdoor.com

DWELL ART GALLERY
Beth Weintraub
www.bethweintraub.com

David Lusk Gallery
www.davidluskgallery.com

Fabulous Frames
www.CharleyHarper.com

Julie Baker Fine Arts
www.juliebakerfineart.com

Klari Reis
www.klarireis.com

Leah Devora
www.leahdevora.com

Lea Feinstein
www. leafeinstein.com

Lincart
www.lincart.com

Ovolo Contemporary Art
www.ovolocontemporaryart.com

Ricki Mountain Studios
www.rickimountain.com

Sarka-Trager Photography
www.sarka-trager.com
The Beholder
www.beholder-art.com

The Picturewall® Company
www.picturewallcompany.com

DWELL OUTDOOR
Alchemy Architects
www.weehouses.com

Bertotti
www.bertotti.com

Building Resources
www.buildingresources.com

Dutehtub
www.dutchtub.com

DWR
www.dwr.com

Emerisa Gardens
www.emerisa.com

InstaHouse
www.zackdevito.com

kitHAUS
www. KITHAUS.com

loll Designs
www.lolldesigns.com
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Marin Outdoor Living
www.marinoutdoorliving.com

McCloud Design
www.mcclouddesign.com
Modern Cabana
www.moderncabana.com

Material Process Systems
www.materialprocess.com

Shades of Green
www.shadesofgreenla.com

Shade Sails
www.shadesails.com

Stepstone, Inc.
www.stepstoneinc.com

The Decking Outlet
www.thedeckingoutiet.com

Trans Mineral USA
www.limes.us

All Edibles
www.alledibles.com

Flora Grubb
www.floragrubb.com

Henry Hall Designs
www.henryhalldesigns.com

Living Green
www.livinggreen.com

Jesign Los Angeles!"



0ld Growth Again

www.foreverredwood.com

Pacific Sod
www.pacificsod.com
FURNITURE, LIGHTING
& ACCESSORIES
Berkeley Mills
www.berkeleymills.com
davistudio
www.davistudio.com
EQ3

www.eq3.com

Fusion Furniture LLC
www. fusionfurnituregallery.com
Haworth

www. haworth.com

Modern Bamboo

www.modernbamboo.com
OHIO
www.ohiodesign.com
PhotoText™

www.PhotoTextCat:

Propeller
www.propellermodern.com
Room & Board
www.roomandboard.com

SHIMNA
www.SHIMNA.com

Stoller Tables

STORVINO
www.storvino.com
Tazi Designs
www.tazidesigns.com
Timbuk2
www.timbuk2.com

Zinc Details
www.zincdetails.com

KITCHEN & BATH

La Vita e' Bella - Scavolini
reautiful.com

Standards of Excellence/Dacor
www.standardsofexcellence.com
www.dacor.com

TONUSA

www. tonusa.com

MEDIA

GOOD Magazine
www.goodmagazine.com

Green Seed Radio/

Green Building Exchange
www.green960.com
www.greenbuildingexchange.com
Natural Home Magazine
www.naturalhomemagazine.com

Sundance Channel
www.sundancechannel.com

MODERN URBAN DEVELOPER

The Infinity
www.the-infinity.com

PREFAB
Alchemy Architects
www. wehouses.com

Davis Studio/PieceHomes
WWW.|)|(_‘C0hnm(’.§.f'.()ll'l

DWR

www.dwr.com
EcoSteel
www.ecosteel.com
Empyrean International, LLC
www.Empyreanint.com
H-Haus
www.cybermesa.com
Hive Modular
www.hivemodular.com
InstaHouse
www.zackdevito.com

Jeriko House
www.jerikohouse.com

kitHaus
www.KITHAUS .com

Living Homes
www.livinghomes.net

Marmol Radziner
www.marmolradzinerprefab.com

Michelle Kaufmann Designs
www.michellekaufmann.com
www.communitiesbydesign.com

Modern Cabana
www.moderncabana.com

Rocio Romero

WWWw._rocioromero.com

Sage Architecture/Mojo Builders
www.sagearchitecture.com
www.mojo builders.com

RUGS & FLOORING

Alicia D. Keshishian
www.acarpets.com

Bennett Bean Studio

www . bennettbeanstudio.com
Bentley Prince Street Rugs
www_bentleyprincestreet.com
Designs by Ferdod

www. ferdod.com

Dorje Contemporary Carpets
www, dorjecontemporary.com

Restoration Timber
www.restorationtimber.com
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Illustrations by Leif Parsons

Watch & Learn

Video Series

Following installments by other
vanguards like architect Ken
Isaacs and prefab pioneer
Michelle Kaufmann, architect
and cohousing consultant
Kathryn McCamant shows that
multifamily homes are a far
reach from communes.
dwell.com/video

' Slideshows

Rad Radiators

Forget those baseboard runners
in Band-Aid colors; your modern
home deserves a hot heat source.
Click through our selection of
radiators that are as sculptural
as they are practical.
dwell.com/slideshows

Products
Holiday Gift Guide

Do you know a picky architect in
need of a present? A teenager
who only wants hot pink? Or are
you after a simple way to make
a gift list for yourself? Then search
our curated selection of practical,
pretty, and timeless presents.
dwell.com/giftguide

Dwell Daily

Product of the Day

It's all the things you never knew
you needed, as well as the things
you knew you wanted but just
couldn’t find. Check out our
roundup of good deals, future
design classics, and practical
solutions, refreshed every day.
dwell.com/products/day



Counter Evolution

The Griddler® by Cuisinart® offers four cooking options in one smart

kitchen innovation. Imagine a contact grill, panini press, open grill
and griddle - all in a small space. The Griddler® is flexible
enough to cook your way, smart enough to take grease off
the menu, and talented enough to create perfect panini,
sizzling steaks, good ol grilled cheese and much more.
With removable dishwashersafe plates, even cleanup
is easy! Make room for a counter evolution
with The Griddler® by Cuisinart®.

Cuisinart

5AVOR THE GOOD L1FE®

Wwww.cuisinart.com
Bed Bath & Beyond * Macy’s * Linens-N-Things
Chef’s Catalog * Crate & Barrel * Amazon.com

reach

out to possibility.

Great designs come to light. NEW YORK . SAN FRANCISCO : SEATTLE - CHICAGO T [888] 477-9288 F [888] 882-9281 www.100watt.net
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Agent George O. makes sure the giant invisible tentacles are in the right place.

One brief conversation with us and we can tum your laptop into an all-knowing digital creature
willing to follow your every command. At least that's how we see it. You'll start sharing files,
recording TV programs, printing wirelessly and more, right from your couch, Before you know
it, you'll have a laptop that not only does its job, it keeps you in awe the entire time. Even if you
don't think of it as a giant robotic sea beast,
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In the Modern World

Tom Otterness
Crying Giant, 2002

Sylvie Fleury
Prada Shoes, 2003

Sculpture Today / By Judith Collins / Phaidon Press / $69.95 / www.phaidon.
com / Whether filling galleries with pollen, dead sharks, or busts made out
of their own frozen blood, today’s sculptors are nothing if not adventurous.

Billing itself as “the first comprehensive survey of
contemporary sculpture,” Phaidon’s hefty new Sculpture
Today delivers 464 pages packed with the works of more
than 300 artists. The usual suspects are present and
accounted for: Dan Flavin, Jeff Koons, and Richard Serra
share page space with the new vanguard of Olafur
Eliasson, Damien Hirst, and Rachel Whiteread. The book
is efficiently organized into 18 themed chapters with titles
like “Gravity,” “Light,” “The Body,” “Strange Creatures,”
and so on—a welcome specificity that guides even the
most uninformed reader through the complex ideas and
material practices that animate sculpture today.

FRvids LUBRICST TUM UNTERNESS | MARLODURUUGH DALLERT [LATING BiARNL),

SYLVIE FLEURY / ART & PUBLIC / GENEVA (PRADA SHOES)
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In the Modern World

M AN

MISSION 66
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Mission 66: Modernism and the National
Park Dilemma / By Ethan Carr / University
of Massachusetts Press / $39.95 / www.
umpress.umass.edu / In 1956, the U.S.
National Park Service was 40 years old and
going through a major midlife crisis (minus
the paunch, Porsche, and twenty-something
girlfriend). Then along came Mission 66,

an ambitious ten-year plan to inject nearly
$1 billian into the aging system. Upon its

Playground Fence / By Tejo Remy and Rene Veenhuizen / www.
remyveenhuizen.nl / This ingenious reworking of the playground completion in 1966, the initiative had fixed
fence bends, bulges, and warps in just the right ways, giving hyper- roads, expanded campgrounds, and shaped
active children a novel place to play, and work-weary parents

a welcome place to relax and rest their feet. Part park bench, part
urban barrier, Remy and Veenhuizen's boundary-blurring design
adds a fluid new wrinkle to how we define public space.

our parks into the ones we know today. Al-
though the Mission's legacy is open to some
debate, the appeal of its story is not.

Tak lamp / By Khodi Feiz / www.feizdesign.com / Khodi
Feiz's Light Green line of environmentally conscious
furniture provides a clean counterpoint to more common
eco-not-so-chic designs. The two-headed Tak lamp is a
standout: A pair of slender, swinging branches bear 3.4-
watt LED bulbs that produce the equivalent of 40 watts
of light for up to 35 years, making both its aesthetic appeal
and moral math easier to grasp than in-flight Sudoku.
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COME IN. BE INSPIRED.

Reflect, relax and rejuvenate. Our Portica canopy bed turns your bedroom
into a modern retreat. Made in Minnesota, Portica is hand welded from

stainless steel for an enduring style statement. In stock and ready for delivery.

Portica queen canopy bed *1299
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Midnight Moon pendant light / By Angus Hutcheson
for FordBrady / www.fordbrady.com / Designer Angus
Hutcheson gives a nod to the assiduously assembled
art installations of Cornelia Parker with his varied line
of lighting for FordBrady. Handcrafted from silkworm
cocoons dyed soot black (or left cotton white), they
remind us of exploding asteroids, collapsing matter,
glowing snowballs, or—from just the right angle—
perfectly picked-out 'fros. |

Rachel Whiteread / Through 20 Jan / Carnegie Museum
of Art/ Pittsburgh, PA / www.cmoa.org / Rachel
Whiteread’s monumental plaster casts of architectural
spaces have won her a long list of well-deserved awards,
including the prestigious Turner Prize in 1993. Now on
display at the Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh is
an especially impressive, and physically daunting, work:
Two intersecting stairwells cast from the London home
of Lord Horatio Nelson create a pale, abstract knot that
looms over museum visitors. Its titantic form creates

a wonderful juxtaposition with the surrounding gallery.

Beard cap / By Vik Prjonsdottir with Vikurprjon / www.,
scandinaviangrace.com / Inspired by the woolen hoods
of Icelandic farmers, the Beard cap by Icelandic design
collective Vik Prjdnsddttir is a godsend to gents whose
own facial hair leaves something to be desired. Warm,
constricting, difficult to talk in, and itchy as hell, this
winsome cap handily beats your beanie.
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‘ In the Modern World

© Murakami / 29 Oct-11 Feb / The Geffen Contemporary at the Museum of
Contemporary Art / Los Angeles, CA / www.moca.org / Takashi Murakami’s
brain-sizzling sci-fi pop art crosses media, themes, and now continents,
with this explosive exhibition of more than 90 of his works, including a new

animated film. Murakami’s exuberance, colors, and sheer artistic energy
will be burning Angeleno retinas all winter long.
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Yabaco chair / By Ryann Aoukar and Damien Robache
for Nienkamper / www.nienkamper.com / Pharaohs,
kings, and emperors named Ming have all parked their
royal assets on seating sporting the classic cross-base
motif. Now—thanks to the transatlantic team of Aoukar
and Robache—monarchs of modernity have a 21st-cen-
tury chair apparent of their own. With a gently sloping
seat crowning a symmetrical steel frame of Kjerholm-like
curves, the positive and negative spaces of the Yabaco
chair rule equally supreme.

4

v
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d battle of cleanliness, little hands and big hands alike — okay, mostly little ones —

ft their marks all over your stainless steel. Until now. Thanks to their TouchProof

finish, ASKO stainless steel dishwashers resist fingerprints, helping to keep your whole kitchen
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! In the Modern World _

Charles Eames—who, with wife Ray, is remembered as
amuch-loved luminary of mid-century-modern design—
was born on June 17, 1907. And in light of the seldom-
seen assemblage of ephemera, photos, and prototypes
slated for display, the Eames Office has rightly decided
that a little centennial celebration is in order. Beginning
January 17, 2008, it will host the second part of a compre-
hensive career retrospective tracing his rise from obscu-
rity to iconic ubiquity. The fact that it's being curated

by Carla Hartman—Eames’s eldest grandchild—is just
icing on the cake.

Charles Eames: Part I|—California to the World / 17 Jan-17 June/
Eames Office / Santa Monica, CA / www.eamesoffice.com /

The Eames Office is throwing a five-month-long shindig celebrating
Charles’s 100th, and you're invited!
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Investing is for people
who are already rich.

Open a Schwab account with as little as $1,000.

You don’t have to be rich to start investing—you just have to talk
to the right people. At Schwab, you won’t pay account service fees,
and you’ll get access to all our best research and online resources.
You can even have contributions automatically deducted from your
bank account every month. Rich? Actually, that is pretty rich.

Talk to a Schwab Investment Professional today.
1-800-4SCHWAB / SCHWAB.COM

TALK T0
CHUCK

£.2007 Charlss Schwab & Co., Inc. All nghts reserved. Member SIPC, (0807-4753) ADP37828-01
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Plastic Polo / By Michael Young for Lacoste /
b / www.lacoste-usa.com / The iconic alligator
e _— and do-l-really-want-to-drop-that-much-coin-
i / for-a-polo-shirt price tag are sure indicators
I S, that you've got a Lacoste on your hands.

British designer Michael Young also got hold

.’f“'b\
\‘-\.
S

behest—bedizened it with plastic scales
mirroring the gnarled, leathery hide of the
trademark animal. Dubbed the Plastic Polo,
Young's limited addition to the pigqué polo
pantheon can be found on an Andy Roddick
near you,

-{_‘ of a Lacoste polo, and has—at the clothier’s
-l

THINGS

* SERIOUSLY -

Taking Things Seriously: 75 Objects with
Unexpected Significance / Edited by Joshua
Glenn and Carol Hayes / Princeton Arch-
itectural Press/ $17.50 / www.papress.com /
i “B In the right place at the right time, even the
most useless object can attain life-changing
significance. This delightful, often hilarious
e — — /} i = new book gives us 75 examples of such
|" e = : w2 \ . things taken seriously: an antique phone
Ve ——  —=tlfE 5 & Wl terminal, a box of clipped fingernails,
‘ " a gigantic bowling trophy, even someone's
/ | : \ “rock wrapped in a pie tin." These “are
3 not merely objects,” it says, but quotidian
totems imbued with highly personal
emotional power.

Strass stool / By Michelle Ilvankovic for Umpre 7www.umbra.com / Upon first
encountering the silicone—dippe_d__.Strésfs stool, we assumed that someone
had forgotten to post a “W,et/l-”ai"nt" sign, and almost walked on by. When
passing it a second time, however, a more seasonally evocative image came
to mind: that of a frozen, lonely little park bench. Thankfully—for its sake
and ours—spring is just around the corner.
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It looks
different.

And that's

TURB(OCHEF

-

15x

Cooks up to 15 times faster.

Roast, bake, broil, toast or even dehydrate
to perfection in a fraction of the time,
The TurboChef Speedcook Oven's patented
Airspeed Technology™ makes it possible.

'

More flavor.

Faster. And better. Meats come out
caramelized. moist and tender. Baked
goods, golden and flaky. And roasted
vegetables, crisp and flavorful.

Designed for only one kitchen. Yours.
Whether it's the intuitive interface with
nearly 500 cooking profiles or the ability

to save your favorite recipes. no other

oven offers you the control of a TurboChef.
Choose from 7 color options, including
stainless. For more, call 866-54-ENJOY

or visit THEOVEN .COM,

THE OVEN.



nthe Modernwona 1M

Dakar chair / By Dune / www.duneliving
Too many chairs designed today

appear to be more set piece than sit piece,
but this is a low-profile exception. With its
simple wood frame and discreetly uphol-
stered seat, the Dakar chair is a nice option

for those who prefer that their furniture be \ \
functional as well as fashionable.

—
— e Sl — New Museum opening / 1 Dec/ New York, NY / www.
‘ | newmuseum.org / The new New Museum hopes to
l ' revitalize New York’s contemporary art scene—or at least

the Bowery District. Designed by Tokyo-based SANAA—
architects Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa—the sleek
and comfortably proportioned new facility includes
i . i 1 galleries, classrooms, a theater, roof terraces, and a flexible
! ,/ \ 3 h event space. Constructed in a former parking lot and clad
in anodized aluminum, only time will tell how well
its dull gray facade weathers the extremes of New York.

City Plates collection / By notNeutral / www.notneutral.com / Grab your
passport, and please pass the gravy. notNeutral has recently added four
new cities to its international itinerary of tabletop travel destinations:
Dubai, Las Vegas, New Orleans, and Washington, DC. Cartography has
never looked more appetizing.
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Le Corbusier—The Art of Architecture / 29 Sept-10 Feb / Vitra Design
Museum / Weil am Rhein, Germany / www.design-museum.de / This major
new retrospective at the Vitra Design Museum rightly declares Le Corbusier
“an important point of reference for contemporary architecture and urban-
ism.” But before we celebrate Corbu’s work, we should take a look at his
politically complex legacy.

Friend of bulldozers—and car-loving architect of identi-
kit towers—Le Corbusier was no fan of history. He was,
rather, a pioneer of modern aesthetics and structures who
helped push architecture into a bold new age of ideas and
experimentation. Yet the whitewashed urban voids that
he envisioned replacing Europe’s cities were “machines
for living in,” organized like factories: vast, efficient, and
perfectly controlled. Reexamining Le Corbusier’s life,
work, and legacy, the Vitra exhibition features buildings,
plans, furniture, and assorted artistic works.
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Style that you ire. Performance that will arouse your senses. No wonder this
Bang & Olufsen
Find your neafes '

4
eme Cinema system is the one item you will never let go of.
§i& Olufsen showroom at 800 531 9873 or visit www.bang-olufsen.com.

g

BANG & OLUFSEN

Some Call It Custom... We Call It Bang & Olufsen. For more information about our nationwide network of Custom Installation Centers visit www.bang-olufsen.com
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Vitra Edition collection / By various designers for Vitra / www.vitra.
com / The first Vitra Edition collection debuted in 1987, and boasted
a roster of talent that read like a who’s who (and who-will-be) of
architecture and design. In 2007, a new crop of Vitra all stars—Arad,
Grcic, Hadid, and more—served up a fresh batch of experimental
(and now available) eye candy. Covet prototypes—like Naoto
Fukasawa’s Chair, pictured above—from both very limited editions
at the London Design Museum, now through January 27, 2008.

Seventy-nine Short Essays on Design /

By Michael Bierut / Princeton Architectural
Press / $24.95 / www.papress.com / In

this lively collection of previously published
essays, Michael Bierut provides a compul-
sively readable guide to all things design.
While fonts and logos receive their expected
due, so too do Eero Saarinen's TWA terminal,
treadmill tripping, and enormous wild geese.

Barrel, Campfire, and Chiminea votives / By David Weeks for Kikkerland
Design / www.mxyplyzyk.com / Whether you're a former hobo, Boy Scout,
or rec-room refugee of the '70s, this charming little trio of porcelain
votives is sure to bring back warm memories.
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In the Modern World

Eames” Storage Unit Eames Shell Rocker
Nelsor™ Swag Leg Chair Nelson Swag Leg Desk
i « '
gory = R L
f -.- = Eames Loun ge Chair & Ottoman Goetz™ Sofa
e S——————
Tﬂ i (..-—
AR | i
ﬁ 1 Leaf® Persanal Light Melsan Coconut Chair
= |
Eames Walnut Stool Eames Chaise
) ~aE—
‘ i
|
Mirra®™ Chair Nelson End Table

2D-furniture / By Wouter Nieuwendijk and Suzanne van Oirschot / _’
www.checkhuh.nl /Flat Stanley would undoubtedly agree: The 2D- \@ B s
furniture collection by dynamic Dutch duo Wouter Nieuwendijk and NoguchiTable Eares Sofa Compact

Suzanne van Oirschot delivers an unexpected visual wallop with
a dimensionally deficient design. A whimsical eye for both subject
and scale turn what could've been an IKEA-by-way-of-Craft maga-
zine weekend projects into flat-out scene stealers.

»

Melson Marshmallow Sofa Capelii Stool
Extensions / By Adam Marnement / Laurence ‘? ; H
King Publishing / $40 / www.laurenceking. r ‘ \ |
c0.uk / The book's back cover says it all: Eames Molded Flywood Chair Nelson Platform Bench
“Additions and alterations to private homes
have become one of the most fertile breeding
grounds for architectural innovation." Author For more about Herman Miller’s design legacy,
Adam Mornement sets out to prove that please go to HermanMiller.com/discoveringdesign.
statement with this illustrated look at base- For the Herman Miller retailer nearest you, call

ment add-ons, roof terraces, expanding
cabins, and the odd “suspended bedroom."
Our coffee table just got a new addition.

1 800 646 4400, or go to HermanMiller.com/hmhome.

©2007 Herman Miller Inc.

. ®@HermanMiller
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Springbuck rocker / By Justin Plunkett for Joom /
www.joom.co.za / Bounding straight off the South
African savanna, Justin Plunkett’s wild update on the
domesticated rocking horse had more than one Dwell
editor wishing that it came in an adult size. Unlike its
rusty relatives listing gracelessly at the playground,
the sproinging Springbuck is as svelte as its veld-graz-
ing namesake. Can a giraffe hat rack be far behind?
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Paulo Mendes da Rocha: Fifty Years / By
Paulo Mendes da Rocha with Rosa Artigas /
Rizzoli / $85 / www.rizzoliusa.com /
Before he won a Pritzker Prize in 2006,
Brazilian architect Paulo Mendes da
Rocha was nearly unheard of in North
America. But his muscular use of steel
and concrete to frame well-massed,
geometric spaces just got some glossy-
paged love: This detailed survey of
Mendes da Rocha’s lifework lays out
just what the northern hemisphere

has been missing.

%
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STAND UP. OUT, AND FOR
SUSTAINABILITY

T0 WIN SOME GREEN FOR THINKING GREEN,
VIEW OFFICIAL ENTRY RULES AND ENTER ONLINE AT

WWW.KEENFOOTWEAR.COM

KEEN, INC. is sponsoring three separate contests: STAND UP, STAND OUT, and STAND FOR. Each contest has ditferent rules
Please read the Official Rules for the specific contest you are interested in before entering.

HO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Gpen io residents of the U.S. (exchuding Puerto Rico) 18 or older (or of majority in
entrant's state); void where prohibited. Registration for each contest ends 11:59 p.m. (PST) on 12/31/07, Winners will be selected
by 3/3/08. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received. Winners will be selected by panels of judges comprised
of KEEN emplayees and gualified independent judges. Entries will be judged on the most apt, creative, criginal and interesting
submissions; demonstrated personal connection with sustainability, pasitrve environmental change, and/for raising enviranmental
awareness: actual or polental impact on sustainability, positive environmental change. and/or raising environmental awareness:
and treatment of assigned themes. For each contest (1) grand prize winner will receive $25,000 and (3] second place winness will
each receive §5,000. Contests subject ta Official Rules. For complete details, Official Rules, and entry visit www.k com
Spansor: KEEN. ING.. 526 NW. 13th Ave., Suite 210, Portiand, OR 97209,

See ad on following page and www keenfootwear.com for more details.

Who said money doesn't grow on trees? KEEN is asking you to stand up and
be seen, stand out and be heard, to stand for an opportunity not just to
contribute to the sustainability cause, but to actually change the way others
see conservation. Enter to win some green for thinking green.

How does it work? Enter online at keenfootwear.com for an opportunity
at winning $25,000 for standing up, standing out, or standing for
sustainability. Use your creative ideas, your passion for the outdoors, or
your belief in a group or cause to raise awareness around sustainability.
Take your best ideas, your deepest-held beliefs, and your optimism and
show how one person’s green ideas can make a difference.

HYBRIDLIFE
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rockymountainhardware.com

Ths product can be
used 1o earm LEED MR
Creckits 4.1 and 42

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

HANDCRAFTED BRONZE HARDWARE
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Spacecraft: Fleeting Architecture

. Knte | MATT C
8. PORTLAND, OR

Matt Cartwright designs and
builds functional art, sculpture
and custom furniture with used
and surplus material, His work
adorns private, corporate and
public spaces throughout the
Northwest and beyond.

and Hideouts / Ed

w.dlegestalten.de / Temporary spaces
rarely receive the architectural attention
they deserve. Spacecraft makes an effort
to correct this oversight by focusing on
“flexible, fleeting structures that only exist
for a limited time.” And that’s only half
the book: The ather half focuses on perma-

nent spaces “that are used temporarily,”
including vacation homes and downtown
offices. These can be quiet retreats or excit-
ing experiments—and sometimes both

at the same time. P LAY

SETHW
STEVENSVILLE, MT

Seth Warren is a pro kayaker
and bio-diesel crusader. He
traveled from Alaska to Chile ¥
in a bright red Japanese fire
truck to promote alternative
fuels and raise awareness
for sustainability.
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HYBRIDLIFE

CONTINUED FROM AD FROM PREVIOUS PAGE. COMPLETE DETAILS AT WWW KEENFOOTWEAR COM.

STAND UP Comtest. To enter, create a creative, original wark devated fo sustainahility, positive
envireamental change, and/'or raising emdmnmental awareness in amy o of the following cadegories:
filr, fiee arts, journalis m, design, and photography (“Categeries”), Submit an image or video depicting

Isis chair / By Jake Phipps for Thonet / www.thonet-vienna.com / l 1he worhand descapion (200 werds o e} of e otk ity ety O grand e winne i

. e i = receive $25,000. Dne winner in each of the Fve Categories will receive §5,000
Foldlng under pressure rare ly IOOkS good, but the k]rlgaml-llke IS]S STAND OUT Contest To enter, write a creative. angina! statement (200 worts or 31) about your passion
. . . : Ir:f 4 4J¢I|:\:n.‘ w'.n'.n:n: actrly, r‘cu your actwity will supgert s.u\r.wuu:r‘; -l ;ﬂLI’rﬂel"u'!:r.'?-cﬂ!’.)’l
chair by Jake Phipps manages to make it look downright classy. A “’:“,;
. - . - 5 ctiety, Dre grand prize weaner will receive $25000. Five second place wwners will cach receive $5,000
While more for the floor than the wall, it puts a slick spin on Studio STAND FOR Comtst. o etes, w20 ol statement (103wt o es) abat how you
= = N ¥ environrsental ressarch or nan-profit project will, by une 1, 2009, build awaeness sbou! sustainabiliy
Dror’s recent Pick chair, and represents manufacturer Thonet's 430 atdres an enionmentat sniforsoc-enwomments! poblesy, and you i o how 0 15¢:3 i,
il wwarded, 1o support your peoject. One grand prize winner will teceive $25,000, Five second place

winreers will each receive $5.000.

first wood folder since 1930.

KEEN® [5 A REGISTERED TRADEMARR OF KEEN, INC.
HYBRIDLIFE™ 15 A TRADEMARK OF HEEN, INC
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bulthaup

FHOTO: CHRISTOPH KICHERER

CLAUS A FROH

At bulthaup, we understand the desires of individualists who are fascinated by the sensuality of high-quality
materials and the aesthetics of form. So this is why, with bulthaup, you can create living spaces that stretch
beyond the kitchen, Talk to the specialists in the new kitchen architecture from bulthaup. To locate your nearest
bulthaup partner, or request more information please visit www.bulthaup.com or telephone 800 808 2923.

Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco,
Scottsdale, Seattle, Toronto, Washington D.C.



Story by William Lamb Photos by Adam Friedberg My House

Maria Cook and Lance Compa were only looking to This steel-and-glass house, set

-
I nd u Str I a I kill a sleepy Sunday afternoon when they drove 20 min- amid dense forest south of

i d A I . New York, i
utes south of their home in Ithaca, New York, to see a tha.ca VOO, Coptm
Maria Cook and Lance Compa

-
REVOI ut I on house that a real estate circular had teased as an “archi- whei they first toured: it in

tect-designed modern.” 2004. They bought it not long
They certainly weren't hunting for a new house. At afterward and turned it into
the time, they were contemplating a move to Southern 2 Weekend retreat
California, where Cook grew up and still has family. In
any case, they were already living happily in a 19th-cen-
tury Greek revival in downtown Ithaca, where both are
on the faculty at Cornell University's School of Industrial
and Labor Relations.
Still, what they saw that afternoon in September 2004
struck them. Set in a clearing on 14 acres of dense forest,
the house is a stark, steel-sided box that at first blush clashes
intensely with its surroundings. But Cook and Compa
were transfixed by the floor-to-ceiling windows offering
an expansive view of a gently sloping hill to the south.
When they got up the next morning, they confessed to
each other that they had spent the better part of the
night thinking about it.
“It was a completely unexpected thing, and I think it was
love at first sight for both of us,” Cook says. “And then,
shortly after that, the California thing fell through, and
at that point, nobody had made a bid on the house.”
“We decided to bring California here,” Compa says.»

_________________ §%
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My House

How to Make My House Your House

Galvaluminous

For the exterior, the architects chose corru-
gated Galvalume, an alloy-coated sheet
steel. It's a low-maintenance material with
a 40-year projected life span. Just as impor-
tant, architect Eric Kahn says, is the way
it responds to the seasons, gently reflecting
the green of the surrounding forest in the
summer and taking on a sleek, machine-
like look when snow falls in the winter.
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The couple bought the house in November 2004.
They kept their house downtown as a primary residence
and use the new one as a weekend retreat—though its
proximity to [thaca means they can, and often do, visit
whenever the urge strikes.

“The house captured us,” says Compa. “It was the con
trast of the design in this setting. This is really modernist
tending toward minimal. It's all straight lines, right angles,
steel and glass, and it's in the middle of this Appalachian
forest. At first it's shocking, but then there’s a reconcilia
tion that takes place.”

For Cook, the appeal was “the light and the quiet, the
sense of calm that you get as soon as you walk in the
door, and the way the wildlife interacts with the house.”
It is not uncommon, she says, for deer or a gaggle of wild
turkeys to trot by, peering quizzically at the strange crea-
tures inhabiting this curious glass-and-steel box.

The house was designed in 1999 and 2000 by architects
Eric A. Kahn, Ron Golan, and Russell N. Thomsen of
Central Office of Architecture in Los Angeles. The idea,
Kahn says, was to create “a sanctuary, a place for quiet
repose and reflection within nature.” Construction was
completed in 2002.

The architects chose materials that set the project apart
from both its surroundings and the neighboring houses,
most of which were built with liberal amounts of stone
and aluminum siding. “We chose metal siding to make »

Compa and Cook relax on a offering expansive views of the
patio at the western end of the woods to the south. "“In the
house that overlooks a neigh- winter, | like to use the house
boring farm (top). Floor-to-ceil- as therapy because there's so
ing windows (above) capture much light,” Cook says.

natural light and warmth while
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My House

a statement about this thing being an artificial, rational
construct and to distinguish it from the material of the
site and nature,” Kahn elaborates.

Polished concrete floors with radiant heat help keep the
house warm in the brutal upstate winters. The trees shed
their leaves in the fall, opening up a view of sloping hills
to the south and exposing the house to ample light and
warmth from the low-hanging winter sun. In the spring,
the leaves return to create what Compa calls a “cool
summer cocoon.”

The house was designed to accommodate limited mobil-
ity, including a floor surface with no thresholds. A pair
of wheelchair-accessible bathrooms are hidden behind
“wrappers” of Formica-laminate cabinets, closets, and
drawers, dividing the 1,620-square-foot open floor plan.
The accessible elements are subtle, however, never threat-
ening to overshadow or detract from the overall design,

For Cook and Compa, there was some adjustment
involved in moving into a house that had been designed
to a stranger’s exacting specifications. They wondered,
for example, why there were only three sets of windows
that open, and questioned the decision to squeeze the
kitchen into a narrow passage between the living and
dining areas.

Storage—the overabundance of it—also has been an
issue. “We were a little puzzled as to why there’s so
much,” Cook says, yanking open one of 30 drawers»

Counter Offer

In place of tile or granite, the architects
installed black epoxy-resin countertops—
the kind that should be familiar to any-
one who has spent time in a high-school
chemistry lab. The material is durable
and easy to clean, and it complements
the aesthetics of the interior. Durcon Inc.
is a leading manufacturer of this stain-
and flame-proof material.
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Some aspects of the design con-
tinue to puzzle Cook and Compa,
who compare the narrow kitchen
(top) to an airplane galley. The
house has become a showcase
for Cook and Compa's collection

of modern furniture, including
several Eames chairs and

a Jens Risom chair for Knoll
(above). @ p.230




If you knew what their
paint was doing to you,
it’d take your breath away.

Literally.
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PAINT
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Performance
Guaranteed

Introducing Mythic™ paint, a
revolutionary new paint line
designed specifically to protect
your health and the environment.
Traditional household  paints
contain cancer-causing toxins that can still be released into
the air for years after drying. But now there's Mythic™ paint,
a premium paint that offers legendary performance without
the toxins or odor. It's stronger, safer, smarter paint.

Mythic™ paint is based on breakthrough patented
technology that improves on latex paint at its core. It's been
scientifically formulated to offer all of the premium qualities
of conventional water-based paints without the need for
toxic solvents, That means zero VOC's, zero harmful toxins
released into the air and your home, and virtually no
unpleasant odor when painting.

Qur advanced formulation
also means unprecedented
performance. Mythic™ paint is
fully washable in any sheen and
. exceeds other national brands for
durability. It goes on the wall easy, covers brilliantly, and
provides a safe and lasting coating for years. All backed by
a performance guarantee.

Mythic™ paint comes in a healthy array of beautiful
colors. We can also match colors from any other paint
manufacturer using our proprietary toxin-free coloring
system. With Mythic™ paint, you get the color you want and
guaranteed performance. All in a paint that's safer for the
health of your family, pets, and the environment.
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2714 Hardy Street * Hattiesburg, MS 39401 * Contact Us: 1.877.869.8442 - Fax: 1.888.714.9423
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My House

Wrapper's Delight

A system of cabinets, closets, and drawers
is arranged to define distinct living, dining,
and sleeping areas that otherwise would
blend into one another thanks to the house’s
open floor plan. They also serve as “wrap-
pers" around the two bathrooms, maximiz-
ing storage capacity while helping to create
a sense of order. Clerestory windows above
the cabinets draw borrowed light from
the exterior windows into the bathrooms,
maximizing the distribution of sunlight
inside the house,
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My House

Pipe Down

The water heater and the heating and air-
conditioning equipment were installed in
the garage and are connected to the house
by wires and pipes that run over the carport
(shown at right). Keeping these necessary
but noisy items away from the house helps
to minimize the ambient noise inside.
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tucked beneath a counter that runs the length of the
northern side of the house, *We certainly don’t use every
drawer, and it's a problem because we put thingsin a
drawer and we can't tell what drawer. We end up opening
every damn drawer in the house looking for stuff. So

we have that kind of relationship with the house too.”

Cook and Compa have added a few tweaks to make
the house their own. They converted a carport into a
breezeway, complete with outdoor furniture. Together
with a patio at the western end of the house, it adds
nearly 1,300 square feet of usable space in the spring,
summer, and fall. Inside, they found a way to show off
their collection of ceramic and wood pieces by putting
them in the cabinets that ring the western core and leav-
ing the sliding doors open.

Over the past three years, the couple have learned
to adapt and innovate, and to appreciate the quirks that
make the structure unique. For example, they resisted
their initial impulse to tinker with the black, white, and
gray interior color scheme.

“We didn’t like the gray at the beginning, but now we
do,” Cook comments. “Our first idea was, Oh, we need
color in here. But I think one of the points of the house
is that the color and the movement and the excitement
is happening out there in nature, so the inside has to be
more stable.” The professor adds, laughing, “The house
teaches us a lot of stuff too." m

A counter runs the length of
the northern si
offering a convenient work-

space and plenty of storage

(top). Cook and Compa turned

a carport into a bre

of the house,

adding patio furniture and an
1ch to giv e space
a dash of color (above). Along
with the patio, it adds 1,300

square feet of usable space

during warmer months
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Off the Grid

Story by David A, Greene

Photos by Marla Aufmuth

Thomas Robertson's Courtyard
House is an homage to Mexican
haciendas and their descen
dants: sturdy, Spanish-style
L.A, houses built in the 1920s
and 1930s, which to this day
conditioning.

still don't need ai

The thick stucco walls and
tiled roofs repel heat, and the
cleverly positioned casement
windows (even in closets) suck

Pacific sea breezes far inland
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Courtyard of Appeal

Like so many L.A. stories, the tale of the Courtyard
House begins with a lucky break. One day in 2001,
Thomas Robertson got a call from a friend he hadn't seen
in ages. The friend told him that his elderly aunt needed
companionship in her twilight years, and that she owned
an empty lot in a posh West Los Angeles neighborhood.
Would Tom like to design a home they could live in
together? “I thought he was joking,” Robertson recalls.
And just like that, he had his first house commission.

Inspired by L.A's “phenomenal weather,” the English-
born, Pittsburgh-bred designer was determined to build
his friend a courtyard house, one of the original forms of
sustainable architecture. After a scouting trip to Oaxaca,
Mexico, Robertson came back with visions of haciendas
dancing in his head, convinced that the age-old style was
the perfect solution for modern L.A. living.

From the street, the 2,800-square-foot Courtyard House
looks, at first, like any other modern house: concrete,

desert plants, a Blomus mailbox. But then one notices the
thick, gray stucco of the exterior has a soft, steel-troweled
sheen, and the iron railings on the ipe-wood balconies
look suspiciously hand-wrought, hinting at more old
school ideas within. The street-level entry court is paved
with orange-red porcelain tiles, recalling the bricks of
Old Mexico,

Stepping up into the home, visitors are met by the wide-
open courtyard, paved with the same porcelain tiles and
protected from neighbors’ prying eyes by the U-shaped
embrace of the house. (“It's almost like an-arm hugging
itself,” says Robertson.) One wing soars up to a second
story, with a rakish roof oddly reminiscent of classic L.A.
diners—then again, not so odd, since Robertson’s client
sent him to look at Googie-style coffee shops for inspira-
tion. “He was pretty eccentric,” notes Robertson.

The client had specific, seemingly contradictory
requests: “He wanted an open, loftlike place—but»
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| Off the Grid

The twao sides of the house look
across the courtyard at each
other, and are bridged by the
dining room, which looks out
onto the street below like the
wheelhouse of a ship. "Everyone
ends up in the kitchen anyway,
so why not put the kitchen in
the courtyard?" says Robertson.
The only two enclosed rooms

in the house are the bedrooms.
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also nooks and crannies, little places to tuck away in,”
Robertson remembers, He wanted a place where his aged
aunt would feel secure, yet where he could work on his
art—alone. By committing to the courtyard, Robertson
was freed from figuring out how to negotiate the incon-
gruous spaces in the same big box.

The two-story wing was built for the nephew, with
a living room at ground level that’s bathed in sun from
a skylight, and a bedroom and bath with a private bal-
cony upstairs. Tucked away in back are an office and tiny
art studio with a separate entrance. The stairs are part
of a spectacular storage unit Robertson designed from
knotty-pine plywood; it looks like something the IKEA
elves dreamed up after a week at Burning Man.

The aunt’s wing is a single story that slopes down gently
into the lot, containing a kitchen, a den, and, at the
farthest end from the street, a bedroom and a bath that
includes both outdoor and indoor showers. Access is
via either the kitchen and den or a narrow secret hallway
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that ramps down behind the kitchen, avoiding the bustle
of the social areas. This hallway includes cubbies and
hide-away storage, all Robertson’s design; he was given
carte blanche to design everything in the house, and

he ran with it. In the kitchen, he designed the powder-
coated metal cabinets and silverware drawers, and a
cartoon-angled breakfast nook in the same jaunty pine
(think Keith Haring meets Amtrak).

The Courtyard House has the standard Prius-genera
tion green kit: radiant heating in the slab-on-grade
concrete floors, boosted by a solar water heater; photovol-
taic cells hidden on the reflective Galvalume roof. But
the real ecological engine is the windows, amazing

Transformers of fenestration that take the term “curtain
wall” literally: Once lifted up and slid in their tracks,
the kitchen windows stack neatly out of the way, like
200-pound vertical blinds. The result is total deconstruc
tion. The kitchen doesn’t just flow into the courtyard,
it becomes a part of it. The same functional, but pricey, »
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Off the Grid

A curtain made of cut sheet
steel by Chicago sculptor Mary
Brogger hangs in the living
room, The bookshelves were
designed by Robertson and
Ripple Design. The stacked
plywood boxes and powder-
coated steel spacers allow light
to pass through the shelves.
On the left is a fireplace faced
in the same hand-troweled
concrete as the facade; owner
Jan Horn likens it to a mini=
ature house. “1 love that little
building,” he says.
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IF YOU END UP
WITH THE SAME SOFA
BORS

If you like the idea of customization, you've come to the right place. Entering a BoConcept furniture
and interior store means entering a world of options where your requests will be met with a yes
more often than a no. So chances are you won't end up with the same sofa as your neighbors.

from $829
1-seating unit, available in fabrics and leathers.
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urban design




Off the Grid

Robertson designed everything
from the orange powder-coated-
steel shelves and storage units
to a knotty-pine breakfast nook.
Similar eating nooks are a signa-
ture feature of 1920s and '30s
Spanish-style houses—though
the originals were decorated in
a Moorish theme.
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window system (by NanaWall) is used, if slightly less
theatrically, in the dining and living rooms.

Robertson’s wonderment at L.A’s temperate clime,
and his choice to build in harmony with it, is in tune
with some of the greatest architects ever to work in Los
Angeles, from Greene & Greene's Craftsman sleeping
porches and Frank Lloyd Wright's outdoor living rooms
to Rudolf Schindler’s breezy masterpiece on Kings Road.
All of those architects were cold-state émigrés similarly
inspired by L.A’s permanent forecast of go percent awe-
some, 10 percent apocalypse—and their houses were
built before the siren song of the four-ton air-condition-
ing compressor made uninsulated boxes so cost-effective
to mass produce.

But like so many L.A. stories, the tale of the Courtyard
House ends with a shocking twist. As the project reached
completion, the elderly aunt died, and the house was put
up for sale. With no A/C, no master suite, and no pool,
Robertson’s brand-new, fully realized Courtyard House

was suddenly a handyman's special on L.A’s multimil-
lion-dollar Westside,

All houses change as they age, and the Courtyard
House has had to grow up faster than most. Its new own-
ers, Jan and Maureen Horn, have a professional apprecia-
tion for architecture: Maureen’s a broker, and Jan's a real
estate agent who specializes in what he calls “architecture
as art,” mostly modern and architect-designed homes.
“Tom's kitchen/den is one of the greatest spaces I've ever
been in,” Jan exclaims. And of the courtyard, he says,
“Maureen and I call it our piazza—to us, it's very European
feeling.” The Horns love the Courtyard House, though
they do plan a few changes.

Piazza or cortile, plaza or patio, the courtyard is the
heart of the house, with L.A's light and space as its life-
blood. Which may be why the Courtyard House feels
like it’s been around for decades. It's all so retro, it's prac-
tically medieval. Robertson prefers to call it “modest,”
which sounds about right.»
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Moooi. Luceplan. and Flos.

Best of all - free shipping. no-hassle
returns, and in-slock fixtures ready
to ship.

www.YLighting.com
888.888.4449
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Sit and Be Fit

If you ask Thomas Robertson, the difference
between actively green houses and his pas-
sively sustainable Courtyard House is the
difference between “a solar-powered yacht
and a sailboat.” It could be argued that the
mast sustainable aspect of the Courtyard
House is in fact the house itself: Built of metal
studs and steel tube frame on a site that's
been graded and compacted, it should
endure a century of drought, EI Nifio rain,
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and the odd earthquake. The stucco walls
and galvanized-metal roof moderate heat,
while the cool concrete floors suck it into the
bowels of the earth. Roof overhangs cofitral
sunshine, shunning it in summer and allow-
ing it to creep through the house in winter.
The disappearing window-walls and thermal
chimney skylights allow sea breezes from
the west to swirl and flow through the rooms-
nature’s air-conditioning. “It's like a big

wind scoop,” says Robertson.

Like all new technologies, whiz-bang
green i1s having its look-at-me moment;
but like indoor plumbing and the iPhone,
it'll become ubiquitous scon enough. The
Courtyard House jumps ahead of the curve
by looking back at time-honored concepts
of site-specific regional buildings (in this
case the hacienda). You heard it here first:
Passive is the new active. —D.G. m
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The new Canon PowerShot G9. It doesn’t know it's a point and shoot.

Technically it's a point and shoot. But with so many advanced features like RAW mode, Optical Image Stabilization, aperture
priority, 12.1 megapixels and genuine Canon optics, it's the kind of camera that sees the world like you do. Giving you
the ultimate in creative control and flexibility. So that every picture is your best picture. Learn more at www.powershot.com

Canon
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Dwell Community Events and Promotions

Urban Retreat and City Escape

Named Winners of The Infinity Design Challenge
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Dwell and The Infinity are pleased to announce the two winning designs from
The Infinity Design Challenge, a national contest offering readers and the
design community the chance to design the interior of a model home in cne

of San Francisco's newest luxury high-rise buildings, The Infinity. The winners,
who will see their creations brought to life in early 2008, include Robert
Edmonds and Vivian Lee of Edmonds + Lee Architects in San Francisco, and

a group of designers from Cupertino, California, Tammy Tran, Jessica Liu,
and Kelly Lin, The winning designs and other selected entries are currently
on display at The Infinity Design Center located at 160 Folsom Street in

San Francisco.

Contestants, who worked within a budget of $75,000, were asked to submit
a design proposal for one of three varied floor plans, with the challenge of
exprassing the vision of The Infinity's architecture, which communicates
understated elegance, serenity, and contemporary luxury.

Designed by renowned architect Bernardo Fort-Brescia of Arquitectonica

in collaboration with Clark Manus, FAIA of San Francisco architectural firm
Heller Manus, The Infinity is a modern urban community, featuring two
towers rising 37 and 42 stories, and two mid-rise buildings of eight and nine
stories. The Infinity is distinguished by a sleek exterior design with expansive,
undulating curved glass walls that rise into the sky, affording each homeowner
with their very own panoramic San Francisco “bay window."

B
b

The panel of judges included Dwell owner and founder, Lara Hedberg Deam;
Clark Manus of Heller Manus, FAIA, leader in the transformation of

Rincon Hill; and noted architect Mark Jensen, AlA, who spent four years

as the chair of the interior architecture department at California College

of the Arts. More than 50 entries were received from throughout the country.

For more information about The Infinity, visit www.the-infinity.com
or call (415) 512-7700,

Congratulations

Urban Retreat

by Robert Edmonds and Vivian Lee

Edmonds + Lee Architecture, San Francisco, CA
www.edmondslee.com

City Escape

by Kelly Lin, Jessica Liu and Tammy Tran
Nu Image Fine Modern Living, Cupertino, CA
www.nuimagefurniture.com



What'’s the color of design?
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I Dwell Reports Story by Sam Grawe

On the one hand, a dining chair should never come
between you and your meal. It should serve you nobly
whether you're chewing or chatting idly. It should be a
silent partner who assuredly sees you through the night,
securely grounding you as drink takes to your head,
gently coddling you as your weight gradually disperses,
and propping you up gingerly when the time comes to
retire. On the other hand, every chair, dining or other-
wise, makes a bold statement. The chair is no mere
machine for sitting. It tells people things that are histor-
ical, stylistic, and highly personal. The chair holds a
unique place in our history: an ancient tool evolved and
updated in tight symbiosis. Chairs evoke the limitless
variation with which the brain can address a simple task.
“I am pretty far on the spectrum of style over comfort,
Richard Wright tells us from his Chicago-based auction
house. “It sort of goes hand-in-hand with what I do.”
Imagine the final s ) s , but

hair U

This dinner guest is always invit
never joins the conversation. But lo
still be at the table. Our favorite d
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( Photos by RJ Muna

with the endless stacks of wooden crates replaced by
every imaginable 20th-century design collectible, and
you get a sense for the world over which Wright presides.
This is a man who knows his chairs, and knows they are
aloaded subject. “When you deal with a design history,

so much of it is about the chair, so you become very criti-

cal of chairs and chair forms. | have a harsher criteria for
chairs—especially dining chairs.” This criterion, which
deems that a dining chair should remain comfortable
over the course of a dinner party while still living up to
its stylistic responsibilities, has proved difficult to fullL
Even with the pick of the litter, Wright is still search-
ing for his ideal set. “Right now I have these Mies van
der Rohe chairs which are incredibly heavy. My three-
year-old can barely move them. I've been searching for
a contemporary dining chair that fits what I want, and
honestly, | haven't found it yet.” Would any of our seven
dining chair picks have the Wright stuff?

Organic chair / By Charles
Eames and Eero Saarinen for
Vitra / This vaunted design was
created for the 1940 MoMA
exhibition “Organic Design in
Home Furnishings.” The chair,
which was the first to mold
wood into complex curvatures
and use the cycle-welding
technique of bonding rubber
to wood, won first prize at

the show and would have
been produced by Heywood-
Wakefield had the war not
intervened. The chair was
finally mass-produced by Vitra
in 2006. www.vitra.com

Expert Opinion: | don't want
to sound like a whiny antiques
dealer, but my heart kind of
sank when | saw that this chair
was available commercially. In
my mind | always think of it as
being this wonderful, historical
object within which you can
trace the directions that design
would take over the following
decades. To change my mind-
set from that to “Is it comfort-
able?" or “Can | use that in
my dining room?" took some
readjustment. Just the thought
of sitting in it is crazy—you'd
never be allowed to with an
original, they're so fragile.

What We Think: Wright
informed us that an Organic
chair once fetched $125,000
at auction, but in 2004 one
failed to sell for $40,000
(signaling a downward shift
in the Eames market—buy
folks). At those prices
Romney would balk



e on Our Expert:
Wright (not to I_u-)-g;rm--:"
1 the Richat Wikt
o Native Som o
Wright who playsil

e proprietor of the world's
mast renowned auction house
for modern design. Wright gray-
itated toward postwar design
in'the mid-1980s, “when that
stuff was really considered
junk,™ and began auctioning
modern pieces at the Treadway
Gallery in the mid-'90s. In
2000 he started Wright, and
over the past seven years his
name has become synonymous
with the finest design collect-
ibles of the 20th century
{culminating in the 2006 sale
of Pierre Koenig's Case Study
House #21, along with all

of its contents).
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PK9 / By Poul Kjarholm
for Fritz Hansen / Desjgned
in 1960, the PK9 features

a distinctive three-legged
stainless sleel base topped
by a leather-coversd seal

of pressure-molded polyester,
www Iritzhansen.com

Expert Opinion: Aesthetically
| love these chairs, They really
IHustrate what makes Kjarhalm
s0 special as a designer: He
ook International Style and
brought some heart to it. But
| have a real problem with
three-legged chairs in terms of
dining chairs, If you are going
to sit for a fairly short amount
of time (and not drink), it's
OK, but if you are poing 1o
have a dinner party and relax,
then three legs don't work

What We Think: On a recenl
visit 1o New York, we took the
opportunity to eat at the
Museum of Modern Art, where
these chairs are used in one

of the restaurants. Kjaerholm!
we thought as we wailed Lo be
seated. After an hour in the
chair, however, we had a dif
ferent take: We fell like a jack-
in-the-bax. The PK9 proves to
be too much of a balancing acl
for a proper dining experience,
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many Sweg Leg chairs
m rd\;t;?ls enough
HS b::& our appetites.
“! a ‘table for four,
uge,it working. We

'&iwmnmend Herman Miller's

etforts to update the piece
for the 2 1st century with sus-
tainable materials,

HP/1/ By Jasper Morrison for
Cappellini / The HP/1 (whose
name stands for “hi pad”) is
executed in Morrison's typical
understated manner. The
molded seat is available in

a wide range of fabrics and
leathers and sits atop a satin
stainless steel base.
www.cappellini.it

Expert Opinion: | don't know
why | am so against a sled
base. | always think of it with
the Bertoia chair and being
in a museumn cafeteria setting,
| like the graphic nature of
the seat here, which is what
makes the chair distinctive.
The range of colors also plays
into that graphic qualily. Bul
with the raised glides on the
feet and the base, [the HP/1]
wouldn't transition well into

a formal dining room. Maybe in
a kitchen, with a mix of colors.

What We Think: This chair
clearly owes its lineage (o the
Eames and Bertoia classics,
but the molded seat, with its
perfectly executed curves,
makes it a modern-day classic
Whether it’s too informal for
your dining roomm is up 1o you,
but the only thing keeping it
out of ours is ils lack ol arms. »
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Award-winning high definition television.
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also includes a lounge
and bed. This chair is
in a wide range of co
atop a choice of frami

www.bebitalia.it

Expert Opinion: | thoug
chair, with the little rev
the back, was safely mod.
wouldn't upstage the re
because of the upholstery:
would be comfortable, Oneth
downside, the bases are ifted _
right from historical chairs. Thet S8 usage
pedestal is more officey, and of it just
the sled is a less elegant base because of th
than | like to see in adining '
room statement.

What We Think: If Bernett's
side chair were to win an Osca
it would be for Best Supporting.
Actor (or actress, depending
on your upholstery), With its
quiet take on modernism,

it's not going to be a star, but
for that very reason it works

in a variety of environments-—
not to mention that the seat is
balanced and comfortable, e
and holds up for a whole meal.
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what do you see?

I'eCYC|ed glass [from traffic lights, windows, beverage containers and many other unique sources]

transformed into exquisite surfaces iforcountertops, tabletops, vanities,mantles and more]

b A(

www.vetrazzo.com




Nice Modernist

Zoé Melo works with designers
and artisans to produce socially
responsible design objects like
Domingos Tétora's Objects +
Stools Collection, which is
constructed from Kraft paper
and banana fiber made by
Gente da Fibra in Minas Gerais;
Federico Churba and Patricio
Lix Klett's La Feliz series of ob-
jects, lighting, tables, and stools
made from plastic and hand-
woven in Argentina; and Mana
Bernardes's collection of
jewelry and objects made from
toothpicks, Bic pens, PET
bottles, and hair clips.
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Story by Reyhan Harmanci

On a Smartpath

The title “model-turned-” on anyone’s resume can be
a bit dubious; it tends to overshadow whatever's on the
other side of the hyphen. Especially when it's someone
like Brazilian-born Zoé Melo, who has dedicated herself

to design work that transcends trendy or facile definitions
of sustainable or socially responsible practices. Certainly,
bling and glitz are not topping her list of priorities. But
without her modeling experience, she would never have
become the head of her own eponymous socially sustain-
able product development firm.

“I saw a world of money and glamour,” she says, speak-

ing from her studio in Los Angeles. “I certainly can't
complain about my time in Paris.” Working in fashion
helped develop her love of design. “But at some point,
I had this awakening to the things around me—to spend
less. We don’t need so many things. Living in America,
Ilearned how we become big spenders,” she explains.
Despite having no formal training, Melo has worked
on a variety of projects with clients all over the world:
In 2003, she started cz-works with architect Charles
Swanson; she also worked with Estudio Manus. In addi-
tion, she has helped design everything from the Sao Paulo
nightclub Lov.e Club to a T-shirt for Purpye to an art
installation for David Byrne in Lisbon. After introducing
an Artecnica product to Brazil in 2004, she joined the
company in 2005, as the director of design development.
It was at Artecnica that she developed her passion for
bringing together artisan communities and professional

designers, helping to guide some of their Design with
Conscience projects through development.

It wasn't enough, Melo knew, to work with people in
a poor community for a few months and then abandon
them. “You really need to have an understanding of how
the [production] process works,” she says. “It’s one thing
to do one product, another to do a thousand of them. To
do social work is different; it’s a huge commitment, and
I believe in social work.” She believes that the numerous
areas in South America that are littered with empty
factories, husks of industries, could be put back into use
with creative and thoughtful organization.

Currently, she's working with a philosophy called
“smartpath®—sizing up a company’s projects and seeing
how they can be made creatively and sustainably. “T
don’t want to work with any materials that are harmful
to the environment.” Among her current projects are
ajewelry line, which uses recycled materials, with
Mana Bernardes in Brazil, and woven plastic lamps and
furniture from La Feliz, by Federico Chuba and Patricio
Lix Klett of Argentina.

Although her firm is trying to work with a zero-
footprint policy, she insists that there are no formulas
or catchphrases to sum up her philosophy. “I don’t want
to be a superhero. I just try to pay attention and do
better at what I'm doing,” she says. “I'm not there yet.
I'm nobody by myself. It requires a lot of people with
a positive attitude to share these ideas.”"m

PHOTOS COURTESY ZDE MELD
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Centro 4727 McPherson Avenue - St. Louis, MO 63108 - ph 3144540111 - info@centro-inc.com Domus 1919 Piedmont Rd. - Atlanta, GA 30324 - ph 4048721050 or 8004322713 - sales@domusinternational.com Dzine
128 Utah Street - San Francisco, CA 94103 - ph 4156749430 - info@dzinestore.com IN-EX 8800 Wilshire Blvd. - Beverly Hills, CA 90211 - ph 3103580500 - info@inexsite.com Inform Interiors 1220 Western Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101 - ph 2066221608 - info@informseattie.com Luminaire Coral Gables Showroom 2331 Ponce de Leon Blvd, - Coral Gables, FL 33134 - ph 3064487367 - Chicago Showroom 301 West Superior - Chicago,
IL 60610 - ph 3126649582 - Contract Showroom 3901 NE 2nd Avenue - Miami, FL 33137 - ph 3055765788 - info@lominaire.com Mady & Mody Houston Showroom 5801 Westheimer - Houston, TX 77057
ph 7137721900 - Dallas Showroam 1617 Hi-Line Dr. - Suite 150 - Dallas, TX 75207 - ph 2145200334 - info@modyandmody.com Moss 150-152 Greene Street - New York, NY 10012 - ph 8668886677 - store@maossonline.com
Ray Langley 2302 Magazine Street - New Origans, LA 70130 - ph 5045222284 - info@raylangley.com

+39 0376 250311 info@agapedesion.il www.agapedesign.it
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Context

the forward-looking talents of young local architects.
They're betting this emphasis on architecture will not
only beautify the already magnificent Tyrol but also
push profits to alpine heights.

“For us the communication between the building and
the landscape is essential,” says MPreis co-CEO Hansjorg
Molk. “Every market is designed for the space it stands
in.” That MPreis markets have little to do with stucco
boxes is evident: Rough-hewn logs support the roof at the
Niederndorf store like a bare forest; the pitched roofline
in Matei in Osttirol mimics the nearby mountains; and
the floor-to-ceiling windows in St. Anton let in copious
natural light and incredible views. “Our stores are part of
the landscape, part of the everyday environment,” says
Malk. “To us this results in an obligation, a responsibility
to co-design the living space of our customers and to
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improve the quality of life in the region.”

Because supermarkets aren’t necessarily the sexiest
commissions, Molk sought to employ the homegrown
talent. “In the beginning architects generally refused to
plan supermarkets,” says Mélk. “It seemed minor for them.
So we started to work with only the best young, local
firms. Now it's the other way around—architects come to
offer their ideas, hoping to realize a project with us.”

Of the dozens of modern markets built, only one has
been designed by a foreigner—French hot shot Dominique
Perrault, who designed the Bibliotheque Nationale de
France in Paris. And he got the job only by dint of meeting
Malk while working in Austria.

Peter Zelger, of the Innsbruck firm Holz Box, completed
an MPreis market in Salzburg in 2003. Nestled against
awooded hillside, the glass-and-blond wood structure »

The Achenkirch store (top) by
Giner and Wucherer is a long,
approachable building that
allows plenty of natural light
and enviable views of the crags
a few miles away. A pastoral
mosaic of deer and trees adorns
the facade of the Elbigenalp
store (bottom right); the sleek
steel of the Zirl store (bottom
left) refers directly to its mod-
ernist parentage.

PHOTOS BY LUKAS SCHALLER (ACHENKIRCH/ELBIGENALP), THOMAS JANTSCHER (ZIRL)
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stores all look different, but they have one sign in common:
the red cube, our company logo.”

Red cube, wood, and glass aside, it's more than just the
exterior that sets MPreis apart. Each store has an attached
café called Baguette, and the high ceilings and natural
light keep shoppers lingering, which is good for both
business and sun-starved patrons.

What seems to be at work with MPreis (and far less
apparent in American supermarkets) is an emphasis on
design. Though not naive enough to credit their success
to architecture alone—co-CEO Anton Molk reports that
“business increased not only due to architectural design,
but due to the combination of a good price-performance
ratio, friendly employees, and customer proximity™—
MPreis confirms a notion that still hasn't taken root in
the States: that good design is something that can, and
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perhaps should, happen everywhere, not just at contem-
porary art museums.

MPreis’s commitment to modern design is so strong
that it earned the company a spot representing Austria at
the 2004 Venice Architecture Biennale. Musing on his
company’s place in Austrian design, Hansjorg Molk says,
“With conformity no discussion would arise. At an MPreis
market people start to be more aware of the quality of
the spaces they're entering. For us, investing in architec-
tural space means creating value for our colleagues and
our customers.”

By virtue of progressive architecture, excellent siting,
and stunning environs, MPreis elevates an often-mundane
fact of daily life. And if the vista from the produce section
doesn’t provide sufficient awe, the view from the parking
lotisn’t half bad either.m

PHOTOS BY LUKAS SCHALLER (WEMNS), GOMTER KRESSER (FOGEM), GONTER R. WETT (WATTENS)
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Conversation Story by Frances Anderton
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“| am not interested in vernacular to be senti-
mental. | am interested in what it can teach us.
All vernacular architecture is sustainable. It is
always inherently related to the region. But let
me emphasize that regionalism should not be
confused with parochialism any more than you
would call Faulkner a local Southern writer.”

Frank Harmon (left) is a gentle- an open-air classroom
manly Southerner who favors in Raleigh, North Carolina
regionalism: architecture that (above), operates without
befits its locale and climate. air-conditioning and is made
The Prairie Ridge Eco Station, of locally grown wood.

PHOTOS BY TIMOTHY HURSLEY (PRAIRIE RIDGE), F8 PHOTOGRAPHY (PORTRAIT)
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Conversation

Though many people have recently woken up to

the need to go green, for a few, living in harmony with
nature has been a long-held ethos. One such person is
Frank Harmon, a North Carolina architect who has been
designing sustainably for almost three decades. His proj-
ects—mostly in his home state—include churches, arts
and educational buildings, and houses that embody the
ideals of new regionalism. Harmon hews to the notion
that a structure should be specific to its place in terms

of materials and its relationships to geography and cli-
mate. Raised in North Carolina but educated at London’s
influential Architectural Association, Harmon worked
for Richard Meier, the New York—based architect known
for his impeccably detailed—if somewhat cold—white,
glassy buildings. So what made Harmon turn toward his
warmer brand of regionalism? He had a couple of very
strong influences.
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You're an avid proponent of regionalism.
How did you get there?

In my late 30s, | met Harwell Hamilton
Harris, who became a very important mentor
to me. He was the first modern architect to
fuse modern principles with traditional mate-
rials like wood and stone and to illustrate

a respect for climate and region. His thought
was that every building is a portrait. It's a
portrait of the owner, or it's the story of the
site or the particular climate or materials of

a region. In other words, he felt that all great
architecture started with the particulars

of climate or site or materials. The more |
thought about that, the more | thought that
was entirely true.

Also, as a child growing up, | used to love
North Carolina barns and farmhouses; but,
going off to school in England, then working
in New York, | felt they were rather provin-
cial. Then | moved back to North Carolina
and realized the inherent intelligence in
those buildings.

The Strickland-Ferris House
was built for an artist on a
steep hillside in Raleigh, North
Carolina. Conceived as a “fallen
leaf,” the structure is raised

to allow groundwater to flow

| was also influenced by my childhood
home. | grew up in Greensboro, North
Carolina, in a suburban development at the
edge of the city where some very forward-
thinking planner had created greenways and
parks, preserving the streambeds. | grew up
playing on the banks of those streams, and
| can say now that most of what | know about
architecture | credit to playing by those
streams. To this day | thank the anonymous
architect who planned those pathways.

That doesn’t sound like the stereotypical
1950s alienating suburb.
No, it was built before World War |1—some-
time around 1920—and consisted of small
houses, on small lots, and there were side-
walks. There was a huge change in suburban
design in the 1950s. One reason for that was
air-conditioning; the other was the bulldozer,
which really came into its own after the war.

| never use a bulidozer. Now don't get me
wrang, it's a wonderful tool, but unfortunately »

underneath. The copper rain
chain, fiber cement rain screen
on the walls, and standing-
seam metal roof combine

to give the house a modern
vernacular character.

PHOTOS BY TIMOTHY HURSLEY
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one of the cheapest things that can be done
is to level a site, which destroys vegetation
and wildlife and causes polluted runoff to

flow right into our rivers and estuary systems.

Prior to [its inception] you had to move earth
by mule, and prior to air-conditioning you
had to have porches for cooling. My grand-
mothers spent their time sitting on porches.
| am sure the storytelling tradition in the
South comes from sitting on porches.

How have you woven these kinds of regional
traditions, like porches, into your work?

| have just completed a church in historic
Charleston, South Carolina. It builds on

an existing vernacular of Charleston architec-
ture, a wonderful building type known as

a “single house,” because they were only
one room deep and always had [a] large
porch across the sauth or southwest side of
the house. So for this church, | said, “You
need hallways, but why don't we put them
out on porches to reduce the heated area

The Taylor vacation house looks
out on the Sea of Abaco in the
Bahamas. It's sheltered from
the intense summer sun by an
inverted umbrella roof that
also collects rainwater for all

domestic needs. An open-air
stair leads up from the middle-
floor bedroom terrace. The
living room is perched on the
third floor to catch the breeze
and the best views.
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by a third?" So now it is one room deep and
cross ventilated. It also has the first green
roof in Charleston.

So the church is a kind of modern vernacular?
Yes, but | am not interested in vernacular

to be sentimental. | am interested in what

it can teach us. All vernacular architecture
is sustainable. It is always inherently related
to the region. But let me emphasize that
regionalism should not be confused with
parochialism any more than you would call
Faulkner a local Southern writer.

You've been building sustainably for decades.

Does the current green awareness represent
a real shift?

Yes, | think it does. I've been doing green
stuff for 25 years, and over that time |'ve
had to educate my clients, and that has been
very difficult. Today they all come to me
and want something sustainable. The single
biggest impact we have energy-wise is our

buildings, not cars, and our clients get that.
| think there is general unease about how we
treat the world, and people want [to] build

in a sustainable way. The pastor at the church
in Charleston said that building sustainably
is a moral issue. Architecture is arguably the
most important issue of our day.

What about suburban development, which
carpets so much of the country and seems
to be the antithesis of regionalism? Is the
message getting though there?

Itis, | think. Almost all major builders are
talking about how their buildings can be
more sustainable. The greatest difference

| can hope for is that houses and buildings
can respond to places where they are. In
our country we have the greatest geograph-
ical difference, so why is it that houses in
Washington State look the same as buildings
in Florida? The most sustainable—and
liberating—thing we can do is to acknowl-
edge the places we are in. m
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Cheng Design is the award-winning design
firm led by Fu-Tung Cheng. In addition to com-
missioned luxury home design and remodels,
Cheng Design works with commercial architects,
interior designers, contractors, and homeowners
to fabricate their own concrete-based counter-
tops, kitchen islands, hearths, and water
features. Cheng Design also sells signature
kitchen hoods that reflect Cheng's uncom-
promising craftsmanship and sculptural style.
Cheng Design products can be shipped
anywhere nationwide. www.chengdesign.com

G design”

Z JENN-AIR.

Jenn-Air® offers a full line of built-in appliances
designed for the passionate home gourmet. For
more information, visit www.jennair.com or call
(800) JENN-AIR.

mahjajriam

With offices throughout North America, Maharam
offers a comprehensive collection of Interior
textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic
modernist designs, and timeless textures,
www.maharam.com

LENNOX)

Innovation never kelt 10 good. ™

When it comes to energy-efficient heating and
cooling, the Dwell Home || has what it takes. The
home will feature an innovative Lennox Customized
Comfort System that delivers superior performance
in the areas important to today's homeowners—
comfort, efficiency, quiet operation, reliability,
and cleaner air. For more information, visit
www.lennox.com.

Autodesk

Gain instant competitive advantage with the
Autodesk® Revit® building design and docu-
mentation system, purpose-built for building
information modeling. Change anything, anytime,
anywhere, and Revit coordinates the change
everywhere. www.autodesk.com

THE BOLD LOOK
O KOHLER.

Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader
in providing preducts of high design for the
kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing
trends and styles, Kohler continuously strives to
lead the way and set new standards for gracious
living by creating products that will deliver years
of performance and add beauty and value to
people's homes. www.kohler.com

The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing

original design and innovation to the ceiling fan
industry. The designs celebrate the modern idiom
through mechanical simplification, geometric
forms, and contemporary finishes. The Modern
Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century
ceiling fans. www.modernfan.com

®HermanMillery,, e Home

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern clas-
sics as well as home office seating through our
nationwide network of consumer and online
stores. Visit www.hermanmiller.com/hmhome.

(O caesarstone’

Quartz Surfaces

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature,
Caesarstone quartz surfaces take concept to
reality by creating the perfect blend of form and
function. Visit www.caesarstoneus.com or call
(877)978-2789.

At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordi-
nary furniture. Our unique modern designs and
over-engineered construction form the foundation
of our success, further supported by an extraordi-
nary customer service staff. To see our complete
line of lifestyle and A/V furniture, visit us at
www.boltz.com.

For more information, please visit dwell.com.

emma gardner design

Emma Gardner Design, LLC is a boutigue
design and development company that pro-
duces fine contemporary interior products
for use in residential, office, and hospitality
spaces, Chief designer Emma C. Gardner was
the winner of a 2006 Best of Year award
from Interior Design for her Joy rug. Based in
Litchfield, Connecticut, the company offers
its products through select showrooms and is
a proud member of the RUGMARK Foundation,
a global non-profit organization working to
end child laber. For more information please
visit www.emmagardnerdesign.com

Artemide

Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning
design line in the lighting industry, offering
decorative and architectural luminaires featur-
ing the perfect balance between form, function,
and performance. For more information, please
visit www.artemide.us.

[EINEQPORTE

MODEAN DDOR®

Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs
contemporary stainless steel entry door systems
using the finest quality materials, ensuring every
Meoporte door will last a lifetime.

Www. neoporte.com

Room&Board

HOME FURMISHINGS

Excellent design is timeless, not driven by trends.
Our home furnishings are inspired by great move-
ments in furniture design and created for modern
lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design,
fine craftsmanship, natural materials, and afford-
able prices to offer outstanding value.
www.roomandboard.com
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Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth’s
first full hybrid SUV. For more information call
(800) 301-7430 or visit www.fordvehicles.com/
escapehybrid.
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The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for green roof water-

proofing solutions. Sika Sarnafil draws upon its 40
years of green roof experience in Europe and North
America to provide you with a membrane system

il

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and
worldwide distributors of George Nelson Bubble
lamps, the 1950 fiberglass shell chair, and
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website

Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for
great international designers. It offers a wide range

of products in four collections. Collezione and
Sistemi focus on the production of custom-made

at www.modernica.net or call (323) 933-0383. furniture; Progetto Oggetto features home furnishing
accessories; Mondo is a series of pieces which
reinterpret the handmade style with a cosmopolitan
approach. Some Cappellini products are exhibited
in the world's premiere museums. In 2004,
Cappellini became part of Paltrona Frau, piloting
the project for a “new guality centre” backed

by the private investment company Charme.
www.cappellini.it

solution engineered to keep your structure watertight
under the most demanding conditions. Sika Sarnafil
is your source for roofing and waterproofing peace

of mind. www.sarnafilus.com

008 NORITZ

ALWAYS HOT

SIEMENS

Siemens ultraSense™ laundry system. German-
engineered, the ultraSense™ washer and dryer
feature the most advanced technology on the
market, allowing you to wash more clothes than
ever before at home, including cashmere, silk,
and active wear. www.siemens-home.com.

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for
tankless technology. Our tankless gas water
heaters provide endless hot water while saving
money and space. www.noritzamerica.com

formfunction

CONTEMPORARY LIGHTING
We'll show you the most fun you can have with the lights on!
WWW.FORMPLUSFUNCTION.COM | 1.800.264.0057

Contemporary lighting & ceiling fans from: Artemide = Ingo Maurer « Tech|Lighting = Flos = Luceplan « The Modern Fan Co. & more







PHOTO BY STEVEN LIPPMAN, DRAWING COURTESY HARRY GESNER

“What I've learned for the six decades I've been doing
this is to go to the soul of the site, to learn its secrets
before I begin,” says Harry Gesner. Behind him the late-
afternoon sun hangs over the flat, blue Pacific Ocean like
an overripe orange about to drop. “Too many architects
spend time at their drafting boards and not on the site—
that's when they get things wrong.” Gesner turns to face =t
the beach. “Sorry, this"—he interrupts himself—*is going
to have to wait.” Moments later he is cutting his 12-foot
longboard down the face of a head-high wave. He passes
by his High Tech House built in 1ggs, then the Arts and
Crafts-inspired Lighthouse House built in 1970, and :
finally his most famous creation, the wild and jazzy Cooper .
Wave House built in 1957 and used by Jorn Utzon as ' &
inspiration for the Sydney Opera House. V>
This is Harry's Beach, the tiny private cove on the coast
of northern Malibu where Gesner has lived and surfed
for the past 40 years. It's where he defined the cool, laid-
back grooviness of Malibu architecture—a quintessen-
tially West Coast design of sunken living rooms, indoor
fire pits, cathedral ceilings, and sun-soaked solariums
built for lavish cocktail parties by the pool, partygoers
sipping cognac in cable-knit turtlenecks, shorts, and »

Soul Surfer

Story by James Nestor

[ Archive

Harry Gesner’s Eagle's Watch
House cranes over Malibu.
The original 1955 house was
destroyed in the Malibu fires
of 1993. "I found the owner
crying in the street,” he says.
“| promised to rebuild it.”
Gesner completed the
revamped home in 1997,



Archive

The 1965 Scantlin House (top)
once housed architect Richard
Meier and is now owned by
the Getty Museum. Gesner got
real groovy with an illustration
of the proposed Autonomous
Mushroom House (center) in
1972. His first house, designed
in 1948, had a most unusual
fireplace (bottom).
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flip-flops. His clients included Marlon Brando, Anne
Cole, June Lockhart, and other Hollywood swingers
of the 1960s and '7os.

Gesner made his imprint on California modern archi-
tecture not just in the inventive ways he articulated the
soul of the landscape, but also in playing to the larger-
than-life egos of his clients. His 1965 house for famed
inventor |.R. Scantlin—an airplane enthusiast and irre-
pressible playboy—demonstrates both points aptly.

The living room of Scantlin’s Brentwood estate—which
now belongs to the Getty Museum—Ilooks out over
a 18o-degree view of Los Angeles. Beneath it, a bright green
lap pool extends 100 feet from the outside beneath a
submerged wall directly into the master bathroom. Here,
Scantlin and company could enter and exit the pool
without ever leaving the house, or, alternately, enter and
exit the bathroom without ever leaving the pool area.
Bent lacquered-wood beams arch upwards and outwards
over the pool, mimicking the craning neck of a bird—
an homage to Scantlin’s obsession with flying.

The master bathroom resides in a terrarium of ferns
and snake plants that cover the south-facing corner.

“I hid the toilet in the plants to give the feeling that you
were going outside, but, you know, with the comfort of
atoilet,” Gesner says, laughing. Architect Richard Meier
lived in the Scantlin House while designing and oversee-
ing construction of the Getty Museum. “It took him so
long because he didn’'t want to leave this house!”

In Malibu canyon, Gesner is standing in the parking
lot of the famed Duke’s Restaurant. He points right to
Arch House, which he built for Auntie Mame playwright
Jerome Lawrence ten years ago. Opposite the canyon is
his Eagle’s Watch House—a copper-roofed cathedral of
concrete and glass he built in 1997 after the Malibu fires
destroyed the original 1955 structure. Each house pulls
from Gesner's eclectic patchwork of design hooks—the
buttressed beamn framing of Notre Dame; Neutra’s blur-
ring of indoor and outdoor space; the fluid and refined
lines of Frank Lloyd Wright; the space-age, B-movie psy-
chedelia of Barbarella. Gesner credits his improvisational
style to a lack of formal training. “I don’t recommend my
way of self-education,” he says. “But I guess it speaks well
for originality and individuality.”

Back at Harry's Beach, it's twilight as we return from
our evening surf. Gesner towels off and heads to the patio
with a 40-ounce Miller and a box of Saltines. “People think
some of these ideas of green building are new, that using
sustainable energy systems are recent inventions. What
they don't realize is every other culture in the world
has been doing this for centuries, for millennia,” he says.
“That's what I've been trying to do since I started, before
there was such a word as ‘green building’!”

In the dusk, Gesner’s stinging blue eyes appear bright
and lucid. He turned 82 last April but carries the physical
and mental acumen of a person half his age. “You know,
I've always been a believer in ‘the more you do, the more
you can do,” he says, turning to pet his 22-year-old
Labrador. He soon heads back into his house to begin
another project. “And I'm not done yet” »

PHOTO BY STEVEN LIPPMAN (EXTERIOR), COURTESY HARRY GESNER (DRAWING/INTERIOR)
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Sometimes you long for something that’s truly natural. It may be closer than you think.
Every Hastens is made entirely by hand using only natural filling materials.
It is not the easiest nor the least expensive way to build a bed but the result is unparalleled comfort.

Visit one of our stores and experience how sleep in a Hastens bed is a gift of nature.
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10 Things You Should Know About Harry Gesner

1/ Gesner was one of the first soldiers to
storm Omaha Beach, in Normandy, on D-Day.

2 [ After a tank blasted him through a wall
and into the snow during World War |1, doctors
wanted to amputate Gesner's frozen legs. He
refused and managed to save them by mas-
saging them with olive ocil. He recovered fully.

3/ Gesner left his architecture studies at
Yale and Columbia to seek out—and find—
hidden treasures in the jungles of Ecuador.

4/ He met Errol Flynn in a Mexico City bar
after Flynn's boat crew had mutinied. Needing
money, Gesner-agreed to join the new crew
in Acapulco, but when Flynn never showed,
he used the boat to shuttle tourists.

5 / Gesner's uncle was J.K."Jack" Northrop,
who created the X-4 research plane famously
flown by Chuck Yeager, and whose design
for the B-49 Flying Wing jet eventually led
to the Stealth Bomber.

6 / His wife, actress Nan Martin, has starred
in more than 120 Hollywood films and TV
shows, including The Man in the Gray
Flannel Suit. Their son, Zen, played Sinbad
in the syndicated TV series The Adventures
of Sinbad.

7 I He sketched the design for his famous
1957 Wave House with a grease pencil on
the top of his surfboard while trying to get
to the “soul of the site™(a.k.a. surfing late
when he should have been working).

8/ For Marlon Brando's Tahitian estate,
Gesner created a natural air conditioner out
of a 25-foot-long aquarium that pumped
cool water in from a reef outside the house.

9/ Architect Richard Meier had the submer-
ged wall of the indoor-outdoor pool of Gesner's
1965 Scantlin House sealed up after a tran-
sient swam into the house one night, donned
Meier's coat, and was found smoking a cigar
in the living room.

10/ Gesner uses a dowsing stick to locate
water on the land on which he is building.
“It's not a mystical trick,” he says. “| find
water every time." m

This drawing (top left) is for a
“totally green" geodesic dome
proposed in Malibu. Also in
Malibu one often finds Gesner
(top right) shredding the gnar
in his patented seagull feather=

lumed helmet. The sunken

of the 1957 Wave
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‘ Dwell Labs ‘ Story by Chelsea Holden Baker ‘ Photo by Dwight Eschliman

Dear Dwell: I've been looking for modern salt-and- B Taste of Talking by Henk Stallings /
pepper shakers, but all I've found are tchotchkes $22 / www.charlesandmarie.com
and diner-style pillars. What do you recommend? @ Dry Bones by Chris Stiles /

—Cheryl LeGasse, San Francisco, California SN/ v eestnscen

@ Classic Century by Eva Zeisel /

l If your table is falling flat, a salt-and-pepper set $36.95 / www.crateandbarrel.com
' can enliven the landscape. Black and white are
. 2 B Wobble by WGI Group /
standard issue, but unexpected shapes or a hint P

of color can spice up any setting.

@ Sal& by Caterina Fadda Studio /
$42.95 / www.hiddenartshop.com

¥

AN
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@ Salt and Pepper No4 by Ron Gilad
for Designfenzider /
$54 | www.designfenzider.com

@ Nook by Luciano Lorenzatti

$10.50 / www.umbra.com

[ Bird Salt/Pepper by Jonathan Adler
$48 / www.jonathanadler.com

I Shake by Tonfisk Design /
$49 / www .greenergrassdesign.com

@ Stelton Cylinda-Line by Arne Jacobsen /
380 / www.fitzsu.com

I Mono Gemiini Stacking by Mikaela Dorfel /
$65 / www.fitzsu.com

Good Chemistry by Fred /
$15 / www.day-lab.com

@ Black and White Egg /
$11.95 / www.wrapables.com

@ Shake a Leg by Perch! /
$50 / www.grdnbklyn.com

Salt and Pepper Orbs by Andi Kovel for
Esque / $159 / www.branchhome.com

Jorkplace
Residential
Healthcare

Retail

raumplus

Perpetually In Motion

v.ra l.iITID] usna.com




Outside

Quebec City architect Pierre
Thibault has designed three
Habitats Légers, or Light
Habitats—small structures
installed in the landscape and
meant as creative retreats.
The first was built for noted
choreographer, and Thibault's
close friend, Jean-Pierre
Perreault, and was based on
a set design Thibault made
for one of Perreault's dance
performances.

For an expanded view of

the Habitats Légers, visit
dwell.com/slideshows.

132 Dwell Dec/Jan 2008

Story by Aaron Britt

/

Thibault’s Follies

Occasionally artists will leave their medium, setting
down the paintbrush to pick up a movie camera, or
trading the proscenium for prosody. Though cross-genre
vanity projects abound (Billy Corgan’s and Jewel's wince-
inducing volumes of poetry come to mind), exploring

a new creative avenue does occasionally bear fruit
(Leonard Cohen swapping his pen for a guitar, for
instance). But the most compelling results often come
when artists return to their original discipline, invig-
orated and endowed with fresh perspective.

One such collaboration between decorated Quebec City
architect Pierre Thibault and one of Canada’s interna-
tionally renowned choreographers, the late Jean-Pierre
Perreault, resulted in some of Thibault's most winsome
and personally beloved work.

It began when Perreault asked Thibault to design
a stage set—a series of steel frames and cloth panels to be
manipulated by the dancers—for one of his productions.
It was a natural fit for Thibault, who had designed
theaters for the Grand Théatre de Québec in Quebec City
and Laval University in Montreal, but this was his first
foray into actual stage work. When the show closed,
Perreault made another request: He asked Thibault to
create a small, inexpensive structure based on the set
to be used as a creative getaway near his rustic summer
home in Rawdon, about an hour from Montreal.

“The idea was to have a very cheap shelter to install

‘ Illustration by Steve Knowles

L3 -"'

in the landscape without electricity,” Thibault says of
the small cabin. As portability and cost were crucial con-
straints he used prefabricated panels of glass, wood, and
steel for the exterior. The rough-hewn logs that support
the canted roof only add to the homespun quality of the
place, as do the candles and gas stove needed for an over-
night stay. “It's different than a tent, though, in that it
has three distinct spaces: one in which to eat, [one to]
sleep, and [one to] work,” he says of the no-frills interior.

As Thibault went to work on the Habitat Léger (Light
Habitat) his experience designing for the stage—both in
terms of budget and scale—came to the fore. “Working
with dancers really gave me a sense of the human scale,”
he says—a critical aspect of the design, since the total
area was just 350 square feet.

Easy to assemble and take down in harsh winters, the
small structures have proven popular with Thibault's
pals; he's built two more for friends. Of the Habitat Léger
owners, perhaps Perreault loved his best, leaving it up
for the winter and simply covering it with a tarp when not
in use. Sadly, the choreographer died in 2002 at the age
of 55, further endearing the small structures to Thibault.

He has no plans to mass-produce the Habitats Légers,
but he does imagine additional creative cross-pollina-
tion. “I enjoy working with people who are not archi-
tects,” Thibauld says. “I would love to collaborate with
afilmmaker.”m
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Dwellings Story by Amber Bravo Photos by Mark Luthringer

To many, the gates of Quailwood, Villagio, and Crystyl Ranch are anything but edenic. They sug-
gest, instead, a kind of purgatorial haze (and etymological nightmare): the slow dissolve of a rich
social fabric, supplanted by anonymous landscapes and the promise of an unencumbered life.

Mark Luthringer's Ridgemont Typologies forces us to confront the hypnotic banality of the 'burbs:
“These places are important because they are the front lines of the advancement of our built environ-
ment and, like it or not, our culture,” says Luthringer. “Ridgemont is about our desire for a mythic
lifestyle, one industry’s attempt to fulfill that desire, and what the results look like to a passerby.”

But the suburbs—and their inhabitants—are not only ripe for resistance to conformity, they also
have rich social and cultural potential. Demographic studies reveal that suburbia is diversifying; no
longer the land of white flight and middle-class nuclear families, its shape and character is chang-
ing. New demands on our landscape (sprawl) and advanced communication (constant, remote
connectivity) require that we adjust our focus and reinsert our individual character into these land-
scapes. There is “life” in suburbia, we need only define it.
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‘ Dwellings r Story by Caralann Rule

Judged by contemporary design standards, the
typical postwar suburban split-level house has little to
recommend it. Usually spotted in a tract with dozens
of similarly shaped units, the classic split would be
anonymous in its subdivided surroundings were it not
offered a unique coat of paint and a particular mix of
gewgaws stuck on like appliqué. These elements can be
anything from fake dormers and inoperable shutters

to extraneous stonework—whatever the developer who
designed and built the house happened to have in his
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‘ Photos by Jodo Canziani

bag of decorative tricks. Inside, the textbook split-level
presents a tangle of stairways and a confusion of half
stories with awkward ceiling heights. It's no wonder that
when it comes time to renovate these buildings—as is
happening with greater frequency as they surpass their
soth anniversaries—homeowners are instead choosing
to tear them down and start again from scratch.

This is both a shame and a waste, according to Peter
Cardew, the England-born, British Columbia—based
architect responsible for the recent makeover of a»

v

JeanClaude LeBlanc and
Megan Griffith stand outside
the entry court of their newly
revamped 1960s split-level
house (opposite) in West
Vancouver's British Properties,
a neighborhood originally laid
out in the early 1930s by the
Olmstead brothers.

Copy rigk ted mat

SATELLITE PHOTO COURTESY DIEITALELOBE
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A 14-foot-wide opening at the
rear of the house contributes,
along with the concrete floor-
ing, to an almost seamiess
transition from indoors to the
patio (right). A spate of mid-
century furnishings includes
chairs by Hans Wegner and
Poul Kjaerholm and an Achille
Castiglioni Arco lamp. Oversize
doors in the front entry (below)
create the sense of a continu-
ous wall when closed. Griffith
lounges on a Zanotta sofa

in the sparely furnished living
room (opposite). & p.230
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split-level in a bedroom community northwest of
downtown Vancouver. “It’s a pity,” he says, "because the
split-level is an original type that represents a significant
time in the history of North American housing, the
postwar building boom.” Like Victorian housing before
it, much of which was demolished in the 19505, “the
split-level has a cultural value worth preserving,” he says,
acknowledging that this is unlikely to occur until the
split-level acquires widespread cachet, which it currently
lacks, or the stock becomes endangered. Right now there
is a surplus of cookie-cutter split-levels strewn across
the continent. These buildings will continue to come
down—which is wasteful, because many of them are
structurally sound. “When people talk about sustainabil-
ity, they are usually referring to new architecture,” says
Cardew. "But when you figure that most of the energy
that goes into a building comes from the one-time act of
construction, you are already ahead when you can keep

a building rather than demolish it.”

Demolition was the furthest thing from the owners’
minds when they hired Cardew—but then, so was
sustainability. “This was just a decent house, and we
needed someone to help us with a new kitchen and to
open things up a bit,” says JeanClaude LeBlanc. The
33-year-old real estate developer had been renting the
3,000-square-foot house with his 31-year-old girlfriend,
Megan Griffith, when the owner planted a “For Sale”
sign on the sprawling lawn out front. LeBlanc responded
by purchasing the property and calling in Cardew. »



ye
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Daylight, admitted by way

clerestory windows, brightens
the dark zones between the
kitchen and the den (above
left) and the front entry (above
right). A maple bookcase
defines the point between the
living room and foyer (below
left). LeBlanc sits at the west
ern maple dining-room table,
designed by the architect
(below right),
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LeBlanc reports that the scope of the project expanded
“once we cracked things open and found all kinds of

problems—wiring, plumbing, you name it.” An acknowl-

edged perfectionist, he realized that whatever alterations
he made would be diminished by things left unchanged.
“New next to old can work, but it doesn’t always,” he
says. “1 have plenty of friends who can live with design
discrepancies and would never have gone as faras I have
because of the detail involved; it just doesn't matter

to them. But we wound up gutting the place. I work at
home and walk through these rooms 30, maybe 4o, times
a day. And I didn't want to have to look at anything

left unresolved and think, I could have done something
about that.”

The decision to gut the home paved the way for a truly
minimal aesthetic to emerge. “We didn’t do much, but
we did a lot, if you know what I mean,” Cardew quips,
skirting the details. When you compare before and after
photographs, you can see that this is true. Where the
old fagade was standard-issue split-level, busy and cutesy,
the new one is handsome and plain. By subtracting a
cosmetic dormer and a few other superfluous openings,
exchanging complex elements for simpler ones (for
example, a mullioned picture window for a single sheet
of glass), and adding a light colored concrete driveway
(the perfect foil fora house painted black), Cardew
reworked the facade so that it looks better proportioned
and draws attention to—celebrates even—the split-level’s
iconic form.»

A stainless-steel towel bar
runs the length of two walls in
the master bathroom (above).
Maple flooring was used on the
sacond level in LeBlanc's work
room (left) and in the guest
room (below), which is fur-
nished with pieces by neighbor
and designer Niels Bendtsen.
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After trying dozens of colors,
LeBlanc says, they settled on
basic black for the exterior as
a way to best marry the build-
ing with its forest surroundings,
which include 30-foot-high
western red cedar trees. The
pool is original; but the deck,
once made of concrete, has
been reclad in granite to match
the old retaining wall

an entry that feels b

L to seven [eet in the foyer, he

lowering the ceiling he

made the adjoining living-:

1 ceiling feel much taller

feet (an old trick from Frank

than its conventional eight
Lloyd Wright's playbook). By knocking out the walls

and doors that sep 12, and kitchen

areas, he turned a 't n that

structures. In this ho 1is visible w
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LeBlanc Residence Floor Plan
Main Floor

A Dining Area

B Living Area

C Terrace

D Kitchen

E Entry

F Rear Courtyard
G Den

H Office

I Mechanical

J Garage
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twice: from the foyer and from the no-man’s land between
the kitchen and den. In each instance, a section of wall
from the second floor drops out of the ceiling on the main
level to form a bulkhead. Compounding the problem is the
half flight of stairs leading down to the home’s lower level.
“Even though you know you are not going to hit your
head when you go down the stairs, I am six-foot-three, so

I think about it,” says LeBlanc. "I could see Peter thinking
about what to do about this the first time he came over.”

Cardew’s response was to create a gap between the
building's two halves and extend the offending bulkhead
wall up to the second-story ceiling, where it now butts
against a corner window that has been tucked under the
existing soffit. The introduction of the skylight trans-
formed a negative into a positive. Where once there was
an obstacle, there is now a grand expanse of wall alive
with the play of daylight.

Natural light contributes to the home's overall
calming effect, as does the limited palette of materials—
mainly drywall, concrete, and maple—and Cardew’s
treatment of rooms not as separate entities but as part
of a continuous whole that blends harmoniously with
the building's original character.

“We retained the past to sustain the future,” says
Cardew. On the other hand, LeBlanc admits that while he
is behind the “big idea” of preservation, his motivation
for saving this one, and in such a meticulous manner,
was personal. “There's just so much junk being built out
there; I didn't want my renovation to be part of that."m







' Story by Georgina Gustin
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The house at 157 Congress Run in the Cincinnati sub-
urb of Wyoming was a fine little place, a sturdy 19405
brick Cape with trim, boxy rooms and an undulating yard
punctuated with old trees. In perfect condition and in
one of the state’s best school districts, it was one of those
iconic suburban homes that young couples with growing
families fantasize about.

But to Terry Boling the house was all wrong. When he
and his then wife, Debbie, bought it in 2003, he immedi-
ately ripped off the top floor and started tearing things up,
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| Photos by Chad Holder

leaving neighbors and passersby mystified and confused.
Even Terry—a seasoned architect and professor of archi-
tecture at the University of Cincinnati—sometimes
wondered. “I thought about it myself,” he now admits.
“Are we doing the right thing?”

But four years, five and a half tons of concrete fiber-
board, and one (amicable) divorce later, the iconic
suburban house has been transformed, along with the
Boling family, and everything is the better for it. At
least the Bolings think so. »

The radical addition to the
Bolings' brick Cape extends into
their sprawling, grassy yard
(opposite), granting easy access
to the outdoors from the kitchen
and living spaces. On top of the
original house, the renovated
master bedroom suite opens up
views to the property.

SATELLITE PHOTO COURTESY DIGITALELOBE
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“I'was out here one day during the renovation,” Terry
recalls, standing on the sweep of lawn in front of the
house, “and a pickup truck with a bunch of questionable
characters drove by, and one of them yelled, ‘That's the
ugliest house I've ever seen!” But I'm fine with that. This
was more about how it works and less about looks.”

The Bolings had been living in Belgium and Austria for
four years, when they decided to resettle in Cincinnati,
where both had gone to school. They found a Victorian
in a northern Kentucky suburb of the city, just across the
Ohio River, and spent almost a decade there, renovating
and reworking the place. “We moved from Vienna, Austria,
to Ludlow, Kentucky; we had three kids, one after the
other,” Debbie remembers. “It was all a blur.”

As the kids got older and the prospect of their educa-
tion loomed, the Bolings started searching for a house in
a strong school district; Wyoming, with its top-ranked
public schools, was an obvious choice. Finding the house,
though, wasn't as easy.

“We wanted to live within the school district, and this
place came on the market. It had almost two acres, which
were unbelievable, But we weren't enamored with the
house-—at all,” Terry explains. “The rooms were okay,
but we wanted something more open. The second floor
had no windows, except one small bathroom looking
out onto this amazing yard. We wanted to exploit this
beautiful view."

With help from some of his graduate architecture
students at the University of Cincinnati, where he»
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The kids gather around the
Heywood-Wakefield dining set,
which Terry purchased from
Mainly Art in Cincinnati (left).
The flooring in the kitchen and
living area is honed travertine
from The Great Indoors. Terry
and Haley stand in the shelter
of the living area overhang
(below). The boxes jutting

out from the wall house the
fireplace and television,

Opposite page (clockwise from
upper right): What was once

a closed-in staircase has been
opened up, allowing light

to pour in. An area that once
led from the original house

to the garage is now enclosed
and serves as a transitional
space between the private
and public areas of the house.
The master bathroom, outfitted
with Bisazza tiling, has a view
of the backyard from the tub.
Stacked Baltic birch plywood
strips encase the master
bathroom, with gaps providing
ventilation. The strips also
serve as a screen for the closet
doors. @ p.230
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Mason and friends scramble
around his soon-to-be tree
house as Muriel swings. What
remains of the original brick
house can be seen on the right
side of the structure, with the
new master bedroom on top
and living area on the left. A hot
tub and seating area are acces-
sible through the basement and
living area.

specializes in teaching design-build studios, Terry ripped

off the entire second floor, with its two small, dark bed
rooms and gabled roof, and replaced it with an aluminum
trimmed box containing a new master suite that sits,
slightly askew, on top of the original first floor. They
covered the exterior of the box in cement fiberboard—
one of Terry's preferred materials, which also serves as
awall and ceiling surface throughout much of the house.
“I hate drywall,” he says. “1 don't think 1 used any in

the house. I like the tectonic quality of the fiberboard and
the exposed screws. We must have used thousands of
screws on the ceilings and the walls.”

Another theme also began upstairs. Terry and his
students encased the master bathroom with Baltic birch
plywood cut into strips, stacked on top of each other
and glued—a hand-hewn, rough-textured detail that's
repeated throughout the house. “I'm really interested
in this idea of the mark of the maker, of seeing the labor
that goes into the product,” Terry explains.

Downstairs, the original boxy rooms seemed perfectly
scaled for children’s bedrooms and were essentially left
alone. The master bedroom became g-year-old Muriel's,
the den became 11-year-old Mason’s, and the kitchen,
with a little work, morphed into 13-year-old Haley’s, forc
ing all culinary efforts into a cramped, improvised space
in the basement where Debbie cooked with a hot plate
and an electric pan. “My friends told me I should write

a book about Crock-Pot cooking

$e

"she jokes.
About a year after they bought the house, the first»
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Boling Residence
Floor Plan

Ground Floor

A Workshop
B Garage

C Kitchen

D Dining Area
E Living Area
F Bedrooms

Second Floor

G Master Bedroom
H Master Bathroom

| Shower

phase was pretty much completed—and then the couple
decided to separate. At first they tried living in the house,
each of them staying there with the kids on alternate
weeks. But that arrangement was too stressful, so Terry
moved outl permanently, even as the work continued.
“We decided to move forward,” he explains. “We were too
far in to turn back.”

Over the next two years, Terry and his students, with
a little assistance from subcontractors, added a second
wing to the house, which juts dramatically into the
backyard—another light-filled aluminum-trimmed box
containing the living, dining, and kitchen space. The
idea, Terry says, was to create a continuous open room
that connects to the parklike backyard.

During construction, Debbie and the children lived
in the renovated old wing, which was separated from
the new addition by plastic sheeting. Finally, the new
wing was ready, and on Easter weekend 2006, with guests
on the way, Debbie tore through the plastic that covered
a doorway and walked to the other side. It was worth
the wait, and the two years of cooking in the basement,
she now says. “It's all here, so it's really functional,” says
Debbie, a self-described farm girl from southern Illinois.
“Ireally like being connected to the earth and soil. [ can
go out and get my herbs, and I can walk out to the grill
without walking all over people.”

Admittedly, the process of transforming the house
was slow. "All of this was done by my students and me,”
Terry explains. “That's why it took a long time.” But the
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pace also allowed ideas that might have gotten lost in
a typical building rush to percolate and develop. Terry
and his students framed the fireplace in the old living
room with stacked strips of leftover cement fiberboard,
for example. “How can you pre-imagine everything,
every detail and every surface?” he wonders. *You can't.
I needed to be in the space and feel the space. I think
of it as a kind of slow architecture.”

Terry hopes the experience of being immersed in
the building process will change the way his students
think about architecture and design. “The connection
between construction and architecture is much closer
for me,” he says. “So many architects don’t even know
how to build. This is what I try to get students to see—
that they don't have to have one or the other. By doing
the design and construction they see they're one and the
same. When your body's engaged with the wark, it's not
abstract anymore.”

Terry now lives in a “much more modest” house less
than a mile away from the suburban dream home that
he and his students upended. (The kids join him at his
place every other week.) But he still comes over all the
time to work on one thing or another. Some doorframes
still need trimming— “the thresholds between things
are always the hardest,” he says—and a new decking area
outside the addition needs work.

And outside, not far from the trampoline and the faded
wooden swing, another project is waiting to happen. “Next
we're going to build Mason a tree house.” m

Muriel samples some of Haley's
culinary offerings in the new
kitchen (opposite). The deep
window doubles as an eating
area and a place to serve guests.
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‘ Photos by Juliana Sohn

Santiago Suarez is a man who craves challenge,

a knight errant, if you will, whose exploits are in the
realm of the intellectual and artistic. His wife, Bonnie,
has been his game companion and adventurer in kind
since they met in college in the late *60s. Three years
ago they set out on a quest to downsize from their con-
verted raised ranch in Greenwich, Connecticut, which,
with their three sons grown and gone, had become too
empty feeling. Having commuted to his film studio

in Manhattan for more than 20 years (Santiago directs
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visually kinetic commercials for the likes of Gillette,
Life Savers, and Kellogg’s), Santiago had become attract-
ed to the idea of clean, modern loft living, something
“cool, maybe a little Spartan,” but he didn’t want to leave
Greenwich. Less than an hour from the city by train

or car, Greenwich might as well be another country en-
tirely: It roams and rambles where the city contracts
and tapers; it sprawls horizontally where the city funnels
vertically; homes in Greenwich seem to be moated by
enough greenery to landscape a neighborhood park in»

The Gaudi-inspired steeple
top and sushi bar-inspired
front door suggest that the
Suarez home (oppesite), a
former Baptist church, is not
your average two-bedroom,
two-bath suburban residence.

Copytighted materia

SATELLITE PHOTO COURTESY DIGITALGLOBE
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The house is as much a work
of art as a showcase for it. The
Suarezes are catholic in their
tastes: They buy for love not
investment, their collection

a mix of high and low. In the
foyer, prints and drawings
acquired over the course of
their world travels hang along
the attenuated S-curve of the
wall opposite the front door
(right). On the mantel above
the fireplace (below), a Warhol
collage is surrounded by

a papier-maché sculpture

of no special provenance,

a Vigliaturo glass piece, and

a Picasso plate.

the city. In short, it is anything but Spartan.

After a year of searching for the impossible, Santiago
tripped over an ad in the local newspaper —"Church
for Sale!™—went to the open house “out of curiosity,”
and bought the rgth-century structure, once home to
a Baptist congregation, the next day. Only then did he
start thinking about what to do with it. He spent a year
perusing architect portfolios, even interviewing Zaha
Hadid (alas, the job was too small), and trolling the
Internet. There he found the husband-and-wife team
of Alan Organschi and Lisa Gray. The firm’s office in
an industrial building in New Haven demonstrated the
sort of adaptive reuse the Suarezes had in mind, and
when they saw Gray Organschi’s transformation of
a firchouse into a café and bar cum music studio cum
apartment, they were sold.

They were lucky to have an “open-minded client like
Santi,” says Gray, whose approach is not to rebuild slav-
ishly but to save what is original and great and stabilize
the structure, “to bring it back to life.” The church had
been decommissioned almost 30 years ago and reno-

vated in haphazard, do-it-yourself hippie style, the celes-

tial voices of the choir having long been drowned out

by the earthly harmonies of Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young,

the pews supplanted by shag carpet, and the sacrament
replaced with the smell of, um, burning rope. Finding

a way for the structure’s iconic form to communicate
with its contemporary function was a challenge, to say
the least.

By the time Gray Organschi saw the space, it had
already been gutted. The Suarezes had wanted to take
it down to its ribs to prevent future surprises, so the
architects could see exactly what they would be working
with. The interior design was “meant to work as a coun-
terpoint to the very simple, dignified, historic building”
that serves as its envelope, Gray says, to be distinctly
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With the free-floating birch
pod defining the space, and
the massive Venetian chande-
lier accentuating the volume,
the great room (opposite) is,
indeed, great. The Suarezes
wanted the living area to be a
place where the family could
be occupied individually while
still together. Bonnie works

in the kitchen (opposite) while
Santiago (seated on an IKEA
couch borrowed from one

of their sons until they find
something else) works on

the computer.
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The Jan Larsen Gallery in
Brooklyn's DUMBO neighbor-
hood is a favorite haunt for
Bonnie and Santiago. That's
where they found the Montauk
photograph (“It's exciting,”
Santiago says, “a frozen mo-
ment in time") and coffee
table composed of traffic signs
(below). The painting on the
landing of the stairs leading
to the guest room (opposite)
is a junk-store find. Santiago
was especially struck by the
incongruity of a New England
artist employing such tropical,
Gauguin-like colors.
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| Dwellings

Suarez Residence
Section

Entry
Kitchen
Dining Area
Living Area
Mudroom

Guest Bedroom
Closet
Master Bedroom
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hovering where the choir loft stood silent as parish-
ioners entered the church. Respecting the old while
translating it into the new dovetails with the Suarezes'
aesthetic, which is all about marrying the two, using
one genre to soften another: a choir loft becomes a
master bedroom and bath; the importance of “journey,”
whether spiritual or physical, plays out in the ribboning
of the stairs; the old basement kitchen morphs into
storage and laundry facilities (because, Bonnie says,

“I didn't want to go down to a bogeyman basement”).
The house is, in the end, “all bits and pieces,” Santiago
says, spliced together like one of his eye-popping tele-
vision commercials.

But what bits and pieces! A Venetian chandelieras
big and bright as a planet provides the great room’s cen-
ter of gravity (or, rather, center of whimsy). Deco screens
from a movie theater flank the kitchen; some of their
glass circles were duplicated by a glass blower for door
panels in the passageways opposite. Paintings, sculp-
tures, and photographs are scattered around the house
deliberately, but as casually as a child's toys, although
some prized pieces remained in hiberation for awhile,
waiting to be woken from their slumber when the
Suarezes found the right place for them. You would think
that with 20 feet of vertical wall space, hanging art
would be a cinch, but it’s just the opposite, so Bonnie
and Santiago took their time, perching a Matthew Rol-
ston photograph here, staging a cluster of cobalt glass
*bamboo” canes there. The fireplace wall, where the
church's altar once presided, is a snapshot of the arching
eclectic vision that has directed the process: Neapolitan
bamboo is the backdrop for a Warhol collage of Marilyn
Monroe, an inexpensive papier-mache sculpture, a
Vigliaturo glass piece from the gallery in Venice where
the chandelier and bamboo canes came from, and
a Picasso plate.»

Dec/Jan 2008 Dwell 159



Dwellings

The window beside the tub

in the master bathroom (right)
peers over the living space
below and echoes the shiplike
quality of the pod, which also
contains the master bedroom.
Lights reminiscent of portholes
and mahogany walls deepen
the feeling of being on an
ocean cruise.

The Suarezes are also taking their time with the
kitchen, perhaps because it is a sacred space for Bonnie,
a professional chef whose culinary energy these days
is expended largely on the Sunday-night family dinners
she “caters” in the DUMBO section of Brooklyn, where
all three sons live. For now, the island is a slab of marble
atop a found base; the counters are constructed with
Speed-Rail, a system of pipes and fittings that can be
used to build a lighting grid or attach a movie camera to,
say, the side of a car to shoot the action within. Speed
Rail also frames the gesso-topped dining-room table.
(Yes, gesso, the stuff Renaissance painters slathered on
wood panels.) “I've been eating on that thing for ten
years,” Santiago says.

What started as a personal quest by the Suarezes
to reinterpret, “to be excited,” as Santiago says, “to have
someone teach me a lesson”—in short, to have their
minds blown—has had a similar effect on those touched
by the project. Ted Whitten, an early project architect,
consecrated the Suarezes’ new home by having his
wedding there before the job was done, wires dangling
like industrial party decorations. Meanwhile, the con-
tractors learned a thing or two: They had never built
a wall that wasn’t straight, had never even worked on
anything non-colonial—what, no molding to hide mis-
takes?—hardly surprising given the traditional nature
of architecture in conservative, centuries-old Greenwich.
And with its steeple bell sitting on the front lawn a
la Marcel Duchamp, the church has become a happy
town curiosity—the Suarezes, only just moved in,
have already been approached by would-be buyers.

It has definitely been a long, strange trip—for a Baptist
church, for the town of Greenwich, and for Bonnie and
Santiago Suarez—but the journey is hardly over yet.m
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The Suarezes opted for a cozy
bedroom with beautiful details,
old and new—Ilustrous mahog-
any behind the bed, Baker
tables beside it. The long beam
overhead replaced the original,
but smaller beams above it are
authentic (below). The family
gathers on what is, for now, a
postage-stamp-size back porch
(opposite). The outdoor space
will be revisited later, but this
house “is not about gardening,"
Santiago says. Little by little,
he and Bonnie plan to replace
the grass with low-maintenance
pachysandra, perhaps terracing
it with a nod to Versailles—
art, art everywhere.
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Architecture

At first glance, the elegant steel-and-glass addition

, PR
nome

The Adding Machine
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The Najarian addition didn’t rely on the tedious man-
ual calculations and construction methods that Nastasi's
complex forms once entailed. Instead, the architect
developed a parametric model—essentially a database
that contains geometric information as well as structural
properties, materials, and site-specific data like the sun’s
angle and prevailing winds. He programmed rules and
performance criteria right into the model (such as limit-
ing the addition’s size or height, or setting a baseline
standard for energy efficiency), and the form automati-
cally adjusted itself to the specified conditions, like a tree
trunk growing naturally around a rock. After evaluat-
ing the different options generated by the parametric
model, Nastasi refined the design until he and his client
were satisfied. He then sent the model to fabricators,
who used the data to manufacture the major structural
components of the addition—namely the steel frame and
window systems—using precise digital methods similar
to those used to make cars and yachts. And all thisfora
price comparable to traditional suburban construction.

It's a far cry from the string and nails that Nastasi and
his staff once used to re-create paper ideas in the real

“There’s a myth that digitally driven
fabrication isn't widely available,
but it is—you just have to be willing
to go outside of the architectural
and building communities to find it.”
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world. Nastasi also insists that parametric modeling is
more flexible and adaptable than other prefab methods
that rely on mass-produced components and materials
that are put together the same way over and over again.
He calls the Najarian project a suburban prototype—and
he hopes his methods will help redefine how suburban
additions, and eventually entire homes, are built.

“The construction of houses hasn't evolved much in
the past 50 years, and that’s partly why we see the same
tired styles over and over again: fake colonials, fake
Gothic architecture,” he comments. “That’s why I came
up with this idea of a smart wing that can adapt easily to
conditions at any site, at a cost that’s no greater than the
old way of doing things. I'd like to put one of these wings
onto 500 houses across the country.” It's an intriguing
goal, but the question remains: Can one small experiment
in New Jersey (insert your own toxic-waste joke here)
transform suburban design for the masses?

A native of Jersey City, Nastasi hasn't strayed far from
his roots. He studied at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn,
returning to New Jersey afterward and launching his firm
in Hoboken in 19g1. It was a few years later, when »

The bedroom's aesthetic The subtly curved roof (above)

epitomizes the interior of the
whole Najarian home: spare,
neutral furnishings and ample
outdoor views (left). A Noguchi
Akari pendant lamp provides
a distinctive handmade touch,
while wall-mounted Artemide
Tolomeo fixtures light up the
Najarians' bedside reading.

shields the south-facing win-
dows from too much sun, The
stones that surround the deck
off the master bedroom, includ-
ing the stone-cum-stair on
which architect John Nastasi
stands, were excavated from
the yard during construction.
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Architecture

“This work challenges the notion that
prefabrication must be bound by a
very tight set of rules about materials
and construction methods.”
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The parametric model of the
addition (renderings below)
contains information about the
structure's geometry as well as
nongeometric information like
the strength of the steel and
local environmental conditions
like the sun's path and prevailing
wind patterns. Construction
photos (above) show the assem-
bly of the steel frame and cut-

to-fit joists, and later, the
addition of the glass curtain
wall system, all of which
required close coordination
among tradesmen and
contractors. Arpie Gennetian
Najarian says they often met
after work to talk about the
project informally. “Everyone
was willing to learn from
each other," she remembers.

PHOTOS COURTESY NASTASI ARCHITECTS (PROCESS SHOTS)
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Architecture

At night, lights illuminate the
underside of the addition’s
roof, enhancing the lanternlike
qualities of the structure.
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designing a $60,000 addition for the Shin family in
Closter, New Jersey (that of the strings-and-nails exper-
iment, which won a citation of merit from the local AIA
chapter in 1996), that Nastasi began thinking seriously
about how to achieve the odd-angled forms he wanted,
with fewer headaches. “I was frustrated by my own
inefficiencies,” he says.

Nastasi found himself increasingly drawn to comput-
ers and 3-D CAD and modeling software, which were,
of course, becoming more and more powerful. When he
entered Harvard’s Graduate School of Design in 2002
for what he calls “a retooling,” he told them he wanted
to learn how to craft digital models used for prefabrication
that would allow flexibility in the final materials and
construction methods.

Nastasi found a perfect test case—or rather, the perfect
test case found him—around the time he began his
studies. Commercial real estate broker Gregg Najarian
was at work flipping through a copy of Momentum, a
magazine published by Mercedes, when he came across
pictures of a home Nastasi had designed. “It stopped
me in my tracks,” says Najarian.

He brought the magazine home to his wife, Arpie
Gennetian Najarian, a fine artist and graphic designer who
once worked for the design firm Gensler. They'd been
searching for an architect to renovate their one-story rg6os
home. “This is our guy,” he told her. She agreed instantly.
The couple hired Nastasi for the project, which was to
include a bed-and-bath wing for themselves and their
three young children.

The Najarians were game to let Nastasi experiment
with high-flying design methods as long as the budget
didn’t break the bank. So experiment he did. Working
with one of his students who had a background in
mathematics, he first designed the addition from milled
Styrofoam covered by a glass composite skin. No dice,
he decided—too much of a one-off.

Next he tried a folded-metal structural skin, a solu-
tion similar to his thesis at Harvard, which won him the
school’s Peter Rice Prize for innovation in architecture
and engineering. But again he scrapped the idea. “It was
beautiful, but it wasn't prototype-like. [ wanted some-
thing that could be made into a more affordable addition
for any home,” he recalls. »
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Architecture

As they say, the third time’s a charm. Nastasi reduced
the structure to a torqued steel frame supplemented by
lightweight metal joists available at any home-improve-
ment store, which were the key to making it affordable
and feasible. The addition and renovation were com-
pleted last spring. The low-slung structure—all white
walls and spare furnishings brightened by colorful
artwork, including many of Arpie’s mixed-media pieces—
stands quietly in contrast to the McMansions that have
been built on surrounding lots that once featured more
modestly sized homes. “Those just get demolished
these days,” says Gregg. “We didn’t want to be wasteful
like that. Why not work with what we have?”

Meanwhile, Nastasi was so compelled by what he was
learning that he crafted a curriculum to teach young and
midcareer designers his new methods. In 2004 he estab-
lished the Product-Architecture Lab at the Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology, an engineering school in Hoboken,
where he created a two-year multidisciplinary master’s
program. Each class consists of a dozen students—
architects, mechanical engineers, computer scientists,
mathematicians—who together refine the design

“The construction of houses hasn't
evolved much in the past 50 years,
and that’s partly why we see the same
tired styles over and over again: fake
colonials, fake Gothic architecture.”
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methods Nastasi pioneered at Harvard, lending the process
a sense of momentum.

That momentum has thus far translated into a smart
house he designed for a sculptor in Plano, Texas, and
projects as diverse as a kindergarten, a ten-story mixed-
use building, and research work for buildings in India
and the Middle East (with Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
and Buro Happold). In 2006 Nastasi was short-listed to
design a family of pedestrian bridges in four New York
City boroughs. Still, it’s suburban homes that seem to
have the most hold on the designer. "Architects are miss-
ing opportunities to do something important there if
they just focus on urban areas,” he laments.

Carlos Cdrdenas, who met Nastasi at Harvard, is using
the Najarian addition as a case study for his doctoral thesis.
“This work challenges the notion that prefabrication
must be bound by a very tight set of rules about materials
and construction methods,” he points out.

Nastasi adds, “There's a myth that digitally driven fab-
rication isn't widely available, but it is—you just have to
be willing to go outside of the architectural and building
communities to find it." m

Digitally cut strips of zinc,
arranged both horizontally and
vertically (left), help provide

a visual connection between
the addition's exterior and the
cement board used to reclad
the original house. An exploded
image from the parametric
model (above) demonstrates
the home’s kit of parts.
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For “Worlds Away: New Suburban Landscapes”
cocurators Andrew Blauvelt, design director and curator
at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis, and Tracy
Myers, curator of the Heinz Architectural Center at the
Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh, explore the art
and architecture of the contemporary American suburb.
Opening at the Walker Art Center in February 2008 and
at the Carnegie in October 2008, the exhibit encompasses

‘ Story by Amber Bravo

approximately 5,000 square feet of gallery space and
will feature a diverse range of media—paintings, photo
graphs, prints, architectural models, sculptures, and
video—that explores a variety of suburban conditions.
Dwell sat down with Blauvelt and Myers to discuss the
much-maligned "burbs and the challenge of curating
ashow dedicated exclusively to their rapidly expanding
and infinitely complex fabric.»

Perspective

Laura Migliorine

Oakbrook Way #2

22" » 22", inkjet on canvas,
2007
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! Perspective

You've characterized “Worlds Away” as
having a somewhat revisionist or contrary
perspective. Could you elaborate on this?

Andrew Blauvelt (AB): A lot of people's ideas
of the suburbs—particularly city dwellers'—
are from the 1950s, the idea that they are
[made up of] white, middle-class families
with single detached homes. There's a lot of
new demographic data that busts holes in
these ideas about suburbia, and we want to
begin to impart this information to viewers,
so that they leave realizing something they
hadn't recognized before.

An exhibition like this is bound to draw
a lot of parallels between the visual arts
and architecture. Can you speak to some
of these pairings?

AB: There will be moments where you're
connecting a painting or photograph with
an architectural project. The hope is that
these things will start to resonate with each
other. Interboro architects, for example,

is a firm that's more interested in process
and developing solutions that are much
more based in reality. When they look at a
“dead mall,” they don't think, Oh let's make
it a civic center. Instead, they analyze: Why
do dead malls exist? With In the Meantime,
they analyzed a real dead mall. They talked
to the property owners to try to figure out
why they sit on them—which is called “land
banking." Their interventions are more
tactical than strategic. They're looking at
traditional types of activities that could

be slotted in to give life to the mall while
it's in this hibernation mode. »
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Tracy Myers (TM): Those of us who continue
to think of suburbia as this monolith are not
only being kind of elitist but also being very
naive. The texture of the exhibition will suggest
something about the condition of America
today. More than half the population in the
United States lives in suburbs: there's a
reason for that, and rather than continuing
the pattern of maligning that trend, which
many urbanites think of as unsavory or unsat-
isfactory or just plain evil, we want to try to
understand and identify qualities in suburbia
that have value in their own right and that
might dissolve myths about it.

Angela Strassheim
Untitled (McDenald's)
40" x 50", C-print, 2004

Lewis.Tsurumaki.Lewis
New Suburbanism
sectioned perspective, 2000

Interboro

In the Meantime, Life with
Landbanking (Dutchess County
Mall, Fishkill, New York)

2003

. dutchess
mall
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Perspective

Then you have artists like Julia Christensen,
who documents how abandoned big-box stores
are being reused by different communities
across the country.

AB: Another photographer in that vein is
Paho Mann, who has been documenting the
redevelopment of Circle Ks. In the '90s
Circle K sold off a ton of their properties. Mann
looks them up in old Yellow Pages and then
[goes to the site] to document them. So some
of them are tattoo parlors and others are real
estate offices. But they still have the same
underlying typology, so you can tell it's the
same store, just done 27 different ways. It's
a contrast between how people are really
using the spaces and how an architect would
approach it. Of course, Interboro is not your
typical architect.
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TM: The fact that Interboro is willing to look

at their interventions as provisional is a very
humble approach, and | think most of the
architects we’re looking at have an essential
humility. It's not about creating big state-
ments; it's about using what's there and
impraving it, not from the point of view of
the architects, but from the point of view

of the ultimate user. In a general sense, one
trend that's discernible in architecture
projects is a kind of incrementalism. Suburbia
is not like a greenfield site or a clear site in

a city where you can imagine the whale thing.
Rather than programming the space to dic-
tate what happens there, it's inverting that
process to capitalize on what happens there
and make architecture out of it. There's a
distinct ecology in that strategy of reusing
big boxes. It's an opportunistic approach,
and it's a matter of economics, I'm sure. It's
easy to renovate a big box—you don't have to
do much. The character of the building is such
that you're not going to convey to your parish-
ioner some sense of lavishness through a big-
box renovation into a church. It is what it is. »

Paho Mann

Re-Inhabited Circle K:
Carniceria Cuerrero, Phoenix,
Arizona

20" x 24", inkjet print, 2006

Re-Inhabited Circle K: Days
Dollar Store, Phoenix, Arizona
20" x 24", inkjet print, 2006

Julia Christensen

Snowy Range Academy,
Renovated Wal-Mart Building,
Laramie, Wyoming

27" x 18", digital photograph,
2005
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Perspective

Andrew, you suggest that artistic representa-
tion of the suburbs has changed considerably
since the '60s. Could you elaborate?

AB: Suburban representation in the arts has
shifted since the late 1960s, which often
documented suburbia's homogeneity, [and
lack] of culture—that classic urban-dweller-
looking-at-an-alien-land sort of critique—
like in the work of Dan Graham. I think you
can track [a shift] in architecture as well.
Tracy and | bath grew up in the suburbs,
and | think a lot of the artists [in the show]
also grew up in the suburbs, so they have
a slightly different relationship to this land-
scape—it's not completely foreign. It may be
a source of inspiration for them. Of course,
there are definitely pro and anti—or ambiva-
lent—camps, but the stance isn't "Oh | hate
suburbia; therefore, I'm not going to deal
with it." It's more about how to intervene and
interpret it knowing that it's a multibillion-
dollar industrial complex. It's that kind of
shift that we're trying to hint at. It's much
more provisional and tactical.

So would you say that you're endorsing the
suburban aesthetic when you talk about the
“poetics of the megaspace"?

AB: My other interest, aside from writing
about graphic design, is to write spatial
critiques. For [the “Worlds Away" catalogl,

| would focus on this idea of the megaspace
and what would constitute a poetics of that
space because most spatial poetics are
based on intimacy and minimization, not
on gigantism and scale-shift. I'm trying to
bring in some topical themes, like many

of the suburbs around certain cities in the
country are trying to restrict the size of
McMansions. And there's this whole cottage
industry started by Sarah Susanka—I[of]
the “not-so-big house"”—about appropriate
lifestyle scaling, and | want to take a sort

of contrarian's look at what constitutes place
and intimacy and the idea of the megastore,
the megamall, the megachurch in the culture
of bigness. »
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Dan Graham

Homes for America
34.5" x 25", chromogenic
prints mounted to board,
1966-1967

Angela Strassheim
Untitled (Elsa)
30" x 40", C-print, 2003
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Perspective

In general, it seems the visual arts take on

a more critical tone, whereas the architectural
projects are more positive in their approach
or intervention, Are there any artists who you
feel present a more positive perspective?

AB: The painter Sarah McKenzie lives in a
suburban area, and she basically paints what
she sees outside the window. The photographer
Laura Migliorino initially set out to document
edge development and the spoiling of nature
in the southern suburbs of Minneapolis, but

it became something else when she got there.
The people who live there were younger and
it was more ethnically diverse than she'd
thought and she started taking portraits. You
also have the more pro or neutral people like
Greg Stimac. His series of people mowing
their lawn is more an exercise in documenta-
tion and parallels the work of John Divola
from the '70s. Brian Ulrich also documents
contemporary shoppers. Angela Strassheim
documents her own family, which is born-
again Christian, and | don't think she's trying
to put any particular spin on it—it's more
neutral than it is critical.

Do you think the exhibition will be
comprehensive enough to change people’s
perspective on suburbia? |s it your goal

to change our minds?

AB: We only have so much square footage

to come up with a cohesive argument. A lot
of people forget that the Eichler homes and
the mid-century style that is so popular
today—these were all suburban development
typologies. We live in the present so much
that we forget that yesterday's suburb is the
city fabric.

Sarah McKenzie
Wrap
48" % 72", o1l on canvas, 2006

Greg Stimac

Mowing the Lawn (Chandler,
Arizona)

30" x 41", archival inkjet prints,
2005-2006

Lewis.Tsurumaki.Lewis

New Suburbanism
sectioned perspective, 2000
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TM: The project that first stimulated my
interest in this subject was New Suburbanism
by Lewis.Tsurumaki.Lewis Architects. It basic-
ally looks to big boxes for sectional oppor-
tunities in an essentially horizontal design
strategy. They look at these big boxes and
think: Okay, the big boxes are sort of maligned
and derided. Is there something else that
we can do with them? |s there some other
sort of opportunity available to them that
isn't being exploited? To oversimplify, they
propose building housing on top of them.

All the architecture projects in the show
are not judgmental. They're really about
maximizing opportunities—implicitly acknowl-
edging that massive suburbanization has
negative ramifications for almost all of us.
Whether you live in the city or whether you
live in the suburbs, you're affected by suburb-
anization. | think that the architectural projects
are critical in the fundamental sense of that
word. They are looking critically at the suburban
condition and figuring out how to make some-
thing of it instead of sort of demonizing it.

HomeWre

HomeWr:

TM: One thing that one could hope for in an
exhibition like this is that it doesn't seem
to be overly ambitious or polemical, and that,
as you're going through your world, you'll
begin to see it differently or just see it in
the first place. Because the kind of subur-
banization that happened after World War |l
is now really an historical phenomenon.
And Andrew’s observation about the Eichler
homes is that what a suburb is is hard to
define. It's a moving target, and the criticism
hasn't kept up with the movement of the
target. For example, [with regard to] sub-
urban families, about one-third are nontradi-
tional nuclear families. And people don't
realize that because they don't look around,
and they have no reason to think about it.

To the extent that it can provoke that kind
of thinking, it will at least influence one's
perspective on the world that they inhabit. m
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So this is what city life boils down to: flat roofs, right
angles, and steel-mesh awnings for industrial spice.
The complex is called CentreVille, and it's the last

thing I expect to find on State Farm Drive in Rohnert Park,

a suburb 40 miles north of San Francisco. The three-story
buildings hug the empty sidewalk with a methodical
progression of boxy shapes that are as crisp as anything

clad in four shades of stucco can be. There’s even a sharp-

edged space at the corner intended for a café—all part

of what CentreVille’s marketing brochure calls “exciting
and modern architectural design...city style and luxury
in the heart of downtown.”

Only two things are missing: hordes of faded-rock-tee-
clad hipsters, and any semblance of an urban scene.
Instead I see handsome redwood trees, reedy Hinebaugh
Creek, and a small office building that wears its dark
wood shingles with "7os pride. On the far side of Rohnert
Park Expressway there’s a shopping center that rises
from the asphalt with a look best described as washed-
out Spanish Mission. SoHo, it ain’t.

No matter. If CentreVille is a textbook case of real
estate marketing hubris, it's also a fresh example of how
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America’s physical and cultural landscapes are shifting.

In the United States of 2007, downtown is a state of mind.

Urbanity is a branding exercise. And if your definition
of “city life” is nothing more than a cool backdrop to high
living, the suburbs are happy to try and fill the bill.

The notion that sleek looks and brushed steel translate
into urban authenticity might seem absurd to oldsters
like me, who expect our scenes to be rooted in an actual
place. But that’s old-school thinking—pre-iPod and wifi,
pre-Netflix and Amazon, pre-Urban Outfitters (9o stores
at last count) and Starbucks (who's counting?). I'm nearly
50, a relic of a time when tracking down the mysteries
of art or the avant-garde still involved exploring, on
foot, unfamiliar terrain. Today, cutting-edge culture is
amouse-click away; if you know exactly what to Google,
or you've got a wired friend to send you links, you can
be Kerouac 2.0.

This easy access to the edge didn't happen overnight,
of course; MTV introduced suburban teens to the gangsta
lifestyle back in the late 1980s, and way back in 1994
the headline of a Time magazine cover story asked “If
Everyone Is Hip...Is Anyone Hip?” The difference now»
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is that entire projects and neighborhoods are being
built on the premise that suburbs can design and offer
their own calibrated slices of urbanity.

In my neck of the woods, the two best examples are
downtown Walnut Creek and San Jose's Santana Row.

The former is a real place, a once-rural crossroads that
evolved into a suburban destination and now serves as
the biggest Bay Area shopping hub east of San Francisco.
Even five years ago, any condominiums built near the
center of town adopted a rustic-resort air; by contrast,
the new 181-unit Mercer looks like it was outfitted by
Banana Republic. It’s lean, it’s taut, there are polished-
concrete columns along the sidewalk, and the advertising
stresses the easy walk to downtown shops as well
as a performing arts center and a Peet’s (the Bay Area
alternative to Starbucks).

Santana Row is something else: an ebulliently garish
world of urban make believe, 42 acres of former shop-
ping center laid out in a street grid that tries to pretend
it’s not next door to the Winchester Mystery House,

a quirky, 160-room Victorian mansion moonlighting
as the biggest tourist trap on I-280. The four- to eight-

story buildings are a Disneyfied cross between New
York's SoHo and New Orleans’s French Quarter; the
ground floors are stuffed with restaurants and bars
and shops and spas.

As different as they feel, each project has the same aim:
to make suburbanites feel like they're part of a scene.
Santana Row property manager Fred Walters describes
the market for the 511 residential units on the upper
floors as “modern urban...people who want an urban
experience, like in San Francisco, but they also want
to be close to work.” At the Mercer, residential real estate
broker Alan Mark explains, “A lot of people have abso-
lutely no desire to live in San Francisco. But they'd love
to walk to restaurants and some kind of cultural enter-
tainment.... Just because people live in the suburbs
doesn’t mean they're looking for a suburban aesthetic.”

And so we have Mies lite. All the complexities and
ragged edges of older big cities are buffed to a glossy
sheen, Forget the connotation of “downtown” that
existed into the 1980s—blight and crime and corrosive
decay, the New York of Fort Apache, The Bronx. Think
instead of the New York of Friends. All that’s needed for »
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an urban vibe is a café or two that serves fair trade coffee,
a wine bar where you can get tapas, and a multi-screen
cinema approachable on foot. Find room for a Design
Within Reach and a Whole Foods Market, and the
package is complete.

A place like Rohnert Park lacks even these basic items
on the urban checklist. But it probably has politicians
with dreams of a downtown to call their own—and a few
big companies nearby that covet the sort of young high-
tech workers who don’t cotton to the suburban ideal of
a backyard and a rumpus room, at least not yet. That’s
the target demographic, and it wants a little bit of city,
even if it's manufactured on the spot.

What'’s more, CentreVille isn’t all that unusual. A few
miles south in Cotati—the kind of place where genuine
hippies still amble into the skimpy center of town—The
Lofts at Cotati Station advertises “the best elements of
contemporary design,” which translates to 19-foot ceil-
ings, Grohe fixtures, track lighting, and bamboo floors.

South of San Francisco there’s a large apartment
project named Solaire that sits on a barren stretch of El
Camino Real (six lanes of not much) across the street
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from the retaining wall of a subdivision. But it’s stacked
three or four stories high, there’s a Trader Joe's grocery
store included, and it’s next to a BART commuter-rail
station. That's enough for the marketing firm to tout
Solaire as a perfect spot to “enjoy the downtown lifestyle
without the hassles of downtown living.”

Ah yes, the hassles. The weird people you encounter
on the street. The trash and litter and gridlock. The lack
of parking spaces and the abundance of drivers who
don't know what they’re doing. The element of surprise.

That's the difference that remains—the thing that
separates authentic urban culture from what's being
whipped up in the "burbs.

As lifestyles go, I fully understand the allure of down-
town as stage set—a place that encourages you to walk,
that doesn’t feel like some hermetically sealed shopping
mall. There's a veneer of sophistication and who knows,
you might catch someone’s eye.

What's missing is the unexpected. Big cities are defined
by change; people move to them to make things happen,
to carve out a life, to experience the jolt that comes from
seeing something new.m
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| Story by Jane Szita

The Suburbs Strike Back

Swedish prefab specialists Smedshammar + Holmberg are
on a mission to rescue their compatriots from boring suburbs—
and their deep-seated suspicion of architects.

Profile

Silverdal Terrace | gets its
name from the raised rooftop
terraces created by pulling
back the upper module of the
houses from the street. The
terraces were very popular with
buyers. "The houses change
character depending on the
angle you see them from," says
architect Anders Holmberg.
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Anders Holmberg is tired of apologizing for being
an architect. “It sounds ridiculous, but Swedish people
still blame the architecture profession for the massive
program of building we had here between 1965 and
1975,” he says. “The problem is, it resulted in lots of
monotonous high-rises surrounded by greenery—very
influential in Europe at the time, but a social disaster.
People felt disoriented and disconnected in their new
high-rise homes.”

Holmberg, who founded the Stockholm-based
architectural office Smedshammar + Holmberg with
Carl-Johan Smedshammar in 2001, believes that the
subsequent backlash is why Swedes, despite their fabled
design literacy, are simply uninterested when it comes
to contemporary architecture, So, when Smedshammar
+ Holmberg was approached by property developer
Skanska to create a new development in the Stockholm
suburb of Silverdal, Holmberg jumped at the chance to
“create a ‘good’ version of suburbia.” A major inspiration
was a certain construction system that the Swedes have
nothing against: that Scandinavian classic, Lego.

“We began by designing the houses as four Lego
blocks,” says Holmberg. “Even before we started work
on the design, we met with the construction company
to decide the dimensions of the prefabricated sections,
as determined by the manufacturing and transportation
requirements. Since the factory making the units is
located far away, in northern Sweden, the building sec-
tions had to fit easily onto trucks.”

Faced with a clear size limitation of 13 by 42.5 by 115
feet (the maximum size of the prefabricated units),
and the demands of the area’s master plan, which speci-
fied that one side of each house must border the street,
the architects devised a set of Lego-style blocklike
units, which they could “manipulate to create the best
possible layout.” Yet the resulting 18-house complex
is anything but boxy.

Rather than creating a flat frontage on the street, the
architects pulled back the upper module of each house
to form a more sculptural profile, adding a raised terrace
topped by an asymmetrical white frame for attaching
plants or fabric screens. This feature, which lends the
development a greater feeling of privacy as well as more
visual interest, would become a major selling point, and
give the development its name: Silverdal Terrace L.

The layout that Smedshammar + Holmberg achieved
through the considered use of simple, repeated elements
is complemented by the bold use of contrasting colors—
white for a home's public areas (the entrance walls),
black for the rest—which provides a modern take on the
traditional Swedish wooden fagade. “The houses change
character depending on the angle you see them from,”
says Holmberg. “This creates variation—which is impor-
tant to have in a suburban area.”

The Terrace could become the basis for Smedshammar
+ Holmberg’s first international foray: a possible new
development in the UK, also in partnership with Skanska,
and a major step for the firm. With their backgrounds
in engineering, Holmberg and Smedshammar share »
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Anders Holmberg (above right)
and Carl-Johan Smedshammar
(above left) take a moment to
reflect on their work. Silverdal
Terrace | (left), their version of
prefabricated suburbia, uses
black and white to demarcate
public and private spaces.

PHOTG BY RASMUS MORLANDER (PORTRAIT)
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Silverdal Terrace 11 (left), cre-
ated as an example of “good"”
suburbia, uses various shades
of gray to add distinction

and definition to the individual
houses. Villa Oscar (below)

is a typical example of a
Smedshammar + Holmberg
private commission, where a
wooden frame is used to “frame
the house in the landscape.

1

a highly pragmatic and technical approach to their
vision, which made the realization of their design a
seemingly effortless process: The Terrace houses required
only one day for basic construction, with all finishing
completed within five weeks.

“Generally speaking, we build houses today like we
built cars around 1910,” says Holmberg, who admits that
he almost became a car designer. “It's an old technique—
the construction industry hasn't caught up with other
manufacturing industries. You wouldn't build a car piece
by piece today, out in the open and exposed to all the ele-
ments, so why build a house that way? If architects are
smart, they’ll focus on getting construction companies
to invest in new techniques.”

Nevertheless, Holmberg stresses that the firm'’s
priorities remain strictly architectural: “While technical
limitations are always our starting point, we never let
structural factors inhibit our designs,” he says. “Our
structural knowledge is the key to our work, because it
means we can be sure of realizing our ideas.”

For Holmberg, such pragmatism is a defining feature
of Swedish architecture: “The climate is extreme—cold
winters, warm summers—so here building has always
been focused on materials and structure. We have to
be practical, given the weather—but that doesn't have
to mean boring.”

Practical often means using Sweden’s traditional
building material, wood, which is both affordable and
sustainable. Sweden remains a densely forested country,
and by European standards it is sparsely populated, so
the natural landscape is very present. “We think the best
projects connect with the surrounding landscape,” says
Holmberg. Their work, in particular a series of houses for
private clients, demonstrates a close relationship with
the natural environment: A villa in Essingen is rooted
in the ground like a tree, while the Kiw mountain lodge
balances on a peak like a pebble. Others, like the Villa
Oscar, have wooden frames on terraces or roofs that seem
to exist solely to fuse house and landscape together.»

PHOTOS BY RASMUS NORLANDER
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In the Marinstaden (“Navy City"), an upcoming hous-
ing development of 12 luxury apartments anchored onto
a concrete raft, water, light, and reflection tie together
the exploded lines and planes of the design. The develop-
ment could be built in a naval dockyard, and then towed
into position.

While Holmberg bemoans the lingering suspicion of
architects in Sweden, he admits that his firm has ben-
efited from the recent boom in home building (triggered
by low interest rates and a long national tradition of
home ownership). He also corrects the assumption that
his villa clients are wealthy: “The simple fact is, it's often
cheaper to buy land and build a house on it than it is
to buy an existing house. Our private clients often have
strict budgetary constraints, so building these homes
means making very smart choices in terms of materials
and so forth. While they don’t have huge amounts of
money to spend, they do tend to have a big interest in
architecture, and they want something unique. This is
encouraging, because an awful lot of boring architecture
is still being built in Sweden.”

Holmberg adds that a major factor in this is the over-
regulated nature of municipal master plans, resulting
in cookie-cutter developments on the outskirts of every
Swedish city. As an antidote to such suburban dullness,
Smedshammar + Holmberg has recently begun to take
a more polemical direction. Their visionary V-House, a
300-foot-high, V-shaped structure in the town of Visteras,
was a conceptual design intended to provoke debate—
which it certainly has.

“Media coverage was huge,” says Holmberg. “We've
now been asked to submit proposals on developing the
town. We will do more of this sort of conceptual work
in the future, because architecture in Sweden desperately
needs to improve its reputation—and that’s exactly
what we are trying to achieve."m
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Forty years ago last summer, the world turned its
attention to Montreal for Expo 67, which proved to be
the most successful World’s Fair in history. Setting all
manner of attendance records—s69,000 visited on the
third day—and including 62 nations, Expo 67 marked
the centenary of Canada’s confederation and established
Montreal as a design spot to watch. A geodesic dome by
R. Buckminster Fuller was the highlight of the American
pavilion, but the fair’s coup de grace—and one of
Montreal’s enduring architectural symbols—was Moshe
Safdie’s Habitat 67, a geometric apartment complex
that looks like Mies van der Rohe's take on an Anasazi
cliff dwelling.

Though Montreal isn't booming quite like Toronto
or Calgary, the trés European stone streets of the Old City
are still a favorite of tourists—and of the American
under-21 set looking for a beer. Downtown development
and its bustling arts scene prompted UNESCO to honor
Quebec’s cultural center by dubbing it a “City of Design”
in 2006. But at least one architect in Montreal is skeptical
about the honor bestowed by UNESCO. Gilles Saucier,
of Saucier + Perrotte Architectes, has designed university
buildings and museums all over Canada, and his work
in his hometown of Montreal includes the Faculty of
Music Building at McGill University and several boutiques.
He worries, though, that the “City of Design” appel-
lation suggests that his city is something that it's not.
Or at least not yet.»

Bucky Fuller's Biosphere (left), boasts a number of modern
built for Expo 67, is both an marvels, much of the city is
exemplar of that left-field quite traditional. The two styles
visionary's work and an obvious collide when buildings like
landmark for a city still very the Institute de Tourisme et
engaged with its architectural d'Hatellerie du Québec (above)
history. Though Montreal rest next to Victorians.
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Gilles Saucier (above) in the
offices of his firm, Saucier +
Perrotte Arch of his
favorite: =
Chasseet Piche (below

an excellent array of traditi

meat and seafood dishes with

on the side. _ E e S —

-

198 Dwell Dec/Jan

You take some exception to this City of
Design idea being applied to Montreal.

nothing against Montreal being a

I'v

Habitat 67 and the Olympic Stadium [built

for the 1976 gamesl, In 1967 we
the center of the world's attention. And for
the past 40 years we've been losing that
centrality. We need something to put us back
on the map—not the Bilbao effect, but

something organic and lasting.

How should we get to know the city then, if
not by its most recognizable landmarks?

| he 1r s, Mor S a place [0 aiscover

even have a sign.

What is the most exciting thing architecture-
wise going on in Montreal today?
The most exciting design in the city for me »
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Form and function would like to publicly announce
that they have worked out their differences.
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Architectural windows and doors

Bieber's tradition of crafting exceptional
quality windows and doors starts with the
careful selection of superior materials.

. From the woods we use, to the finest
engineered hardware and high performance
energy efficient glass, we skillfully select
the perfect fenestration materials to insure
outstanding performance and enduring
beauty year after year.

/o BIEBER

(714) 425-5234 | bieberusa.com | sales@bieberusa.com

1. B S .|



Detour

right now is the Cité Internationale. It's
creating a new center for the city. There you
have the Palais des Congrés, lots of new
buildings, and the incredible fountain [La
Joute] by Jean-Paul Riopelle that shoots
flames and smoke and all. It's absolutely
fantastic. | don't love the Cité Internationale
so much for the architecture, but for the
impressive gesture. It occupies the top of the
highway [the Ville-Marie Expressway has
been moved underground] and connects the
north and south, the Old City and the New.
They used to be divided by that highway, and
now we're starting to heal that scar. We need
more buildings that allow us to connect.

center in Old Montreal. It's lovely down there
and the stone buildings are amazing, but
it's very touristy by the St. Lawrence. The
western part of Old Montreal is developing
in a really natural way, though. McGill Street
is coming up. Men's clothier Michel Brisson
will have a new shop there, and my friend
Hubert, who runs the excellent restaurant Le
Club Chasse et Péche, is opening an arts
space. That's the future of the Old City. The
west part of Old Montreal also reconnects

to downtown and will be a place of passage
unlike the touristy center of Old Montreal.
They were initially thinking of a new Cirque
du Soleil and a casino there, but that would
act as a barrier and limit the expansion.
The way the west part of Old Montreal is going,
it will help re-create the natural fabric of
the city. I'd love to build something really
provocative down there. »



S nialrs SULS S

Award-wmmng Installation o Pro]eéf Management o Desien/

el el T |
"'t""\ QAL l ll'” K Il’ll e
. . Jt

- j‘ | w‘" ':',""
e T g = oy R

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. provides
innovative design and construction
services and specializes in complex
residential gardens.

Official Contractor for Dwell Outdoor
2007, Bertotti provides professional
Design/Build contracting and

Project Management.

With over 30 years of experience
serving the San Francisco bay area.
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A/B Contractor
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The colorful lilypads hoisted
aloft (above) are part of Montreal
Garden Festival and overlook
Silo #5. Gourmands relish
shopping trips to the open-air
Marché Jean-Talon (below)

in Little Italy.

You love downtown, yet your office and home
are in northern Montreal. Why stay out of the
action, or is there action uptown, too?

Little Italy, where | liv

rk, is slowly

changing. Now there's a » nearby and

a fish market. But, like any city, it's where

the artists come to buy cheap houses and

studios. It's not booming, but it's slowly

becoming a very interesting place to

There are lots of artists here, and really it's
more like a village. This is Montreal to me,
anchored in the way people live and want

their city to be.

Another lasting effect of Expo 67 was
Charles de Gaulle's incendiary comment:
“Vive le Québec. Vive le Québec libre.”
The last referendum for an independent
Quebec failed in 1995. What's the tenor

~of the times these days?

n the past, the east side of Montreal was

Fra cophone and the west was

It's still that way to:

L!I’I}:J_\"Iﬂg a 0Ime

The new lead

endum is on ice for some years in orde

establish a , more

This is a wt
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One of the most beautiful views of the city

is from the St. Lawrence River looking north.
But when | was there, | saw a lot of people
with surfboards. What were they doing?
People surf in the St. Lawrence here, There's
a standing wave right in front of Habitat. You
see, Mantreal is all about surprise. Yo ]
here expecting one thing and then you s

a guy surfing in the river. It's on YouTub
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Our maothers were masters at tapas making. Just as our great great great grandmothers were.

Needless to say, ne one ever missed a meal at our home. When you taste our authentic tapas
from 11 Mediterranean nations, you'll see why, They're yours to savor in our spacious
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Nomade Architecture's addition
to the Centre des Femmes de
Montréal helped rehabilitate
the 1857 house to the right and
helped propel the important
organization, architecturally at
least, into the 21st century.
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design to the factory to the site is all done for you. It's been a great experience—

I'd recommend it to anyone.”

—Adam and Gita, (instant family) Kai, Luca, and Asha,
Resolution: 4 Architecture Dwell Home, Beverly Hills, CA
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Detour

Art lovers visit the gallery
Parisian Laundry (above) to
admire the photos of Massimo
Vitali. The slopes of Mont
Royal—a massive park and
mountain in the middle of the
city—offer wonderful views

of downtown (below).
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Shops

Laurie

Philippe Dubuc—men's and
women's clothes

‘Marché Jean-Talon—farmer's

- market

iﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁvenue Henri-Julien
‘Mantreal, Quebec H2S

Michel Brisson—men's clothes

Drinks
Café Italia

Galleries
Parisian Laundry

Société des Arts
Technologiques

1195 Boulevard St.-Laurent
Montreal, Quebec, H5B 1C2
(514) 844-2033
www.sat.qc.ca

Restaurants
Joe Beef

Le Club Chasse et Péche

L'Express

Landmarks
Habitat 67

Montreal, Quebec
www.habitate?.c




logicalhomes

light + space resolved™

next-generation prefab.

www.logicalhomes.com

the image of this conl-locking house and any other cool things on this page are copyright @ 2007 logical homes Il
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Selected as One of America’s 12 Best Nonprofits in
Forces for Good: The Six Practices of High-Impact Nonprofits

(written by Leslie Crutchfield and Heather McLeod Grant; published by Jossey-Bass, 2007)

“Once | got to the point where
I thought | was doing good,
they pushed me to do better.”

Mikey Caban, YouthBuild Graduate

P i TN

Since 1994, more than 68,000 YouthBuild students
have produced 16,000 units of affordable housing.

In YouthBuild programs, unemployed low-income young
people ages 16-24 work toward their GEDs or high school
diplomas while learning job skills by building affordable
housing for homeless and low-income people.

YouthBuild USA is a national nonprofit organization that
provides technical assistance, training, and support for a
network of 226 YouthBuild programs.

For more information about YouthBuild USA, or to
make a donation, please visit:

| __wlww_.:Y_outhBuiId.org/dwelI




Shop ModernMarket Online

You can now find all

of our ModernMarket
advertisers online at
dwell.com/modernmarket.
Search by product, category,
or company name.

The companies listed at
right are improving your
ModernMarket Online
shopping experience by
featuring multiple products,
images, and a “buy now"
button to make a purchase.

Happy shopping!

Advertisers with this symbol feature additional

Fabulous Stationery
Modern personalized notes with a free
return address option.

Lumens Light + Living
Lumens for modern lighting, fans, and
home accessories.

MD-Canvas

MD-Canvas.com, the cool, affordable
solution for large modern art.

Modern Tots

Offering modern furnishings, toys,
bedding, and accessories for children.

Sumo Lounge
Sumo Lounge high-tech beanbag
furniture offers cool lounging comfort,

products at dwell.com/modernmarket.

Sumo Lounge
High-Tech Beanbags for Modern
Lifestyles

Sumo Lounge high-tech beanbag
furniture offers the stylish, versatile
solution for modern lifestyles. Made
from durable, space-age nylon
filled with top-quality foam beads.
Lightweight, stain-resistant, and
easy to clean.

Toll-free {866) 340-5UMO (7866)
www. sumolounge.com

Get Your Hands
On J Schatz

Using instinct and inspiration,

J Schatz creates products that
bring wonder and joy to life. Hand-
made ceramic products exquisitely
finished in glossy color. Egg

Bird Feeders, Egg Bird Houses,
Star Egg Nightlights, and more.
Give someone special a J Schatz
product this holiday season.

Toll-free (866) 344.5267
www.jschatz.com

Modern Qutdoor

Brand new to our Luma line—

a comfort series featuring a club
chair, a sofa, ottomans, lounges,
and coffee tables. With frames
made out of anodized aluminum
these pieces are perfect for
coastal applications and are
environmentally conscious.

Tel. (818) 785-0171
Fax (818) 785-0168




dwell.com/modernmarket

Scratch Lounge

It's astounding! Cats spend

10 times longer on the patented
Scratch Lounge than on one-sided
card board scratchers.

Go to scratchlounge.com and

see why the Scratch Lounge

is far and away the world’s

best cat scratcher!

www.scratchlounge.com

RAYDOOR®
Sliding Walls and Doors

Divide the space—keep your light!
We specialize in creating beautiful
space-dividing systems designed to
create private environments without
sacrificing natural light. System
choices include: sliding, bypassing,
pocket, folding, pivot, and fixed.

A variety of frames and translucent
layers to choose from. Visit our
website for more details.

Tel. (212) 421-0641
www.raydoor.com

Zeber-Martell
Clay Studio

Decorative and functional clay
pieces luxuriously patterned with
vivid, airbrushed underglazes.
From tables to mirrors plus lamps,
vases, platters, and wall tiles for
the finely crafted home,

Shown: Glazed ceramic side table
23" T x 24" Diam. (glass) x
20" Diam. (base)

Tel. (330) 253-3808
www.zebermartell.com

modwalls
Architectural Surfaces That Inspire

In stock for immediate delivery.
Modern wall and floor coverings
including glass, ceramic, cork,
and pebble tile. Online software
to create your own glass tile
blends. Samples available.
Retail and to the trade.

Shown: modwalls Lush Metropol
Blend

Tel. (831) 439-9734
www.modwalls.com

Rakks Shelving
Systems

Offering a dramatic new look

in pole-supported shelving, the
Rakks L-Bracket system features
unparalleled design flexibility. This
unique bracket supports up to 150
pounds per shelf while allowing
quick and infinite shelf adjustment.
Cabinets can be easily attached

to the poles to create attractive
storage units or room partitions.

Toll-free (B0O) B26-6006
www.rakks.com

Performance Paints
from Holland

Providing discerning homeowners
with a more beautiful and durable
alternative to domestic coatings—
a complete range of exceptional
paints, primers, and varnishes for
interior and exterior use available
through authorized retailers or
directly from Fine Paints of Europe.

Toll-free (800) 332-1556
www.finepaintsofeurope.com

Kinder Coat Hook

The common coat hook gets

a makeover with functional |
enhancements. An elegant curved

shape supports any garment avoiding |
the annoying “bubble bulge” caused

by most hooks. A seamless loop

of brushed stainless steel with

customizable faceplate gives the

finishing touch to any interior.

Tel. (508) 698-0606
www.theartofstorage.com




End-block

Bamboo Flooring
by Smith & Fong Plyboo

Turning conventional strip
patterns on its head, the unique
mosaic surface of our new amber
end-block flooring rings in the
next generation of innovative
bamboo flooring design.

Toll-free (866) 835-9859
www.plyboo.com

plyt'ﬁ‘EJ"‘E@

allPopart

Lifestyle Becomes Art™

Customized hand-illustrated
portraits, vintage illustrations,
and silhouettes in your choice
of colors, sizes, and materials.
Visit our samples gallery online
and request a free catalog.
Partraits, sign-in boards,
holiday cards, gift cards.

Now taking holiday orders.

Toll-free (877) 7BUY-ART
www.allpopart.com

Seascape Lighting

Thomaspaul is known for his
bold use of color and pattern
that has sparked a maijor trend
in home accessories design.
Known for his work in textiles,
including pillows and rugs,
Thomas finally brings his eye
for pattern and color to an
exclusive lighting collection
with Seascape.

www.seascapelamps.com

Botanist Series
End tables, Cocktail tables,
and Benches

Botanist combines iconic forms

with exotic, real wood veneers,
durable powder coats, and innovative
water-jet graphics to create a system
so versatile it can be used in any
environment, indoors and out.

Shown: Cocktail table, end table,
and bench

Tel. (213) 972-9922
www.orange22modern.com

Spot On Square

The Spot for the Modern Tot

We provide the bast in modern
furniture for your little ones

and compliment it by using
sustainable, eco-friendly materials
and processes. A perfect fit for
today's maodern family. Visit our
website to see our full line,

Toll-free (800) 308-0046
www.spotonsquare.com
info@spotonsquare.com

YS9 NbBEe el

Tech Lighting

Presenting an extensive array of new
pendant shapes, colors, and textures
to give you choice in designing a
Tech Lighting systemn. Each pendant
is available in a range of colors.

Let your creativity take over!

Shown: Mini Taza, Sahara, Firefrit,
Monet, and Sanibe!

©2007 Generation Brands

Tel. (847) 410-4400
www.techlighting.com

FabulousStationery.com

FabulousStationery.com, your
favorite resource for personalized
note cards, invites you to celebrate
the season with our fresh, new
holiday 07 line. Create greeting
cards, invitations or personal notes
perfect for gifting. Over 300 designs.
Exclusive return address option at
no extra charge. Type DWELL in the
coupon code and save $5.

www.FabulousStationery.com

The Biscuit Rises!

The only penthouses and three-story
townhouses in the downtown Arts
District, LA’s Tribeca. The best
skyline and sunset views, the highest
ceilings, and the sexiest terraces.
Chic bistros. Boutique gym.

Immediate occupancy.

75% sold BISCUIT

1855 Industrial Street COMPANY

Los Angeles, CA 90021 L O F T f)

Tel. (213) 670-0114
www.biscuitcompanylofts.com
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md-canvas.com

A “modern digital canvas” is the
strong, stylish, and affordable art
solution for any interior, Qur cool,
ariginal modern images are printed
on cotton canvas.They arrive fully
stretched and ready to hang. Sized
three to five feet and priced $199 to
$379! (free shipping) Complete your
space with an innovative M-DC.

Toll-free (888) 345-0870
www.md-canvas.com

!L_ let an

dc occupy an impnﬂtant::épaqe-: In your modern life

New Rotator Pattern
by William Wegman for
Crypton Super Fabrics

This fetching, functional Weekender
Duffle and its matching tote are
made with Crypton's water, stain,
bacteria, and odor resistant fabric
to keep your items safe and clean.
Available in Hot Chocalate, Midnight
Black, and Pomelo. 22" W x 9" H x
10" D. Call or visit us online.

dwell.com/modernmarket

Toll-free (800) CRYPTON
www.cryptonfabric.com

Recycled
Aluminum Tile

Mix modern metal mosaics with

character and texture. Explore

- our galleries of bamboo, cork,

= - stone, linoleum, and recycled glass

— tiles and order samples online.
= Shipping nationwide.

Shown: 2* x 2" mixed finishes, $35/sf

e Eco-Friendly Flooring

il Madison, WI
Toll-free (866) 250-3273
www.ecofriendlyflooring.com

Leo Gullick

Fine Art and Photography

Striking abstract photographs
and digitized drawings offered as
limited edition giclee prints on

paper or canvas.

www.leogullick.com

Modern Glider Chairs

Nursery Furniture by Monte Design m
Finally, beautifully designed
gliders with simple lines and
exceptional comfort...perfect for
design-savvy parents. View the
entire collection online.

Beautiful, simple, and well-
crafted. Modern luxury for you and
your child,

Toll-free (866) 604-6755
www.montedesign.net

Unique Collection of
Wood Flooring by Model

The Unique Collection by Model
emerged as a result of repeated
demands by designers and architects
for exclusive products to offer their
clientele of specialized boutiques,
hotels and luxury homes mirroring
modern, refined trends. Ten-year
warranty for commercial use.

www.pgmodel.com

ToddLimArt.com

“The Grocery Store Series” consists
of over 20 unique, signed, and
numbered prints by artist Todd Lim.
All your favorite products from the
aisles of the A&P are here. Reddi-
Wip, Skippy, and everyone's favorite,
Fluff, have been transformed into
brightly colored pop art originals.

www.toddlimart.com




Dwell Homes

Maodernist, streamlined, sleek, bold,
functional, and inspiring, the Dwell
home is a thoughtful approach to
simplified living spaces.

The modern, all-new NextHouse
was designed by Joel Turkel from
Empyrean International. Please
check our website for homes under
canstruction or call to speak with

a Client Service Director.

Toll-free (800) 727-3325
www.thedwellhomes.com

the dwell homgg

Modern Lifestyle Designs

;ER; ﬁ MEMBER

G Squared Art

Enjoy art...the Cirque ceiling

fan, a high-performance dynamic
sculpture, Good Design Award
winner. View mahogany and
multicolored blade versions on our
website, Includes 50W light and
touch control system, remote control
available. Lifetime warranty. Buy
great fan and lighting designs on
our website or call Monday through
Friday from 7 am to 5 pm PST.

Toll-free (877) 858-5333
www.g2art.com

Linton Ltd.

Architecturally inspired and
individually crafted wearable art.
Sterling, 18k and 14k gold

and precious stone.

Shown: Gold Bar Rings sterling and
18k yellow gold

Linton Ltd.
Tel. (501) 321-8226
www.lintonltd.com

www.palazzetti.com

Modern House Plans
Creating a2 Madern World
Begins With You

In 2002, we set out to create
affordable house plans to make
modern design available to more
people. The houses are unigue,
original designs, yet easy enough
for any home builder. Today they
are being built across the country,

Gregory La Vardera Architect
Tel. (856) 662-4909
www.lamidesign.com/plans
plans@lamidesign.com

John Beck
Paper & Steel

Custom home furnishings
residential—contract—wholesale

Shown: Birkett Table, 72" x 40"
steel, glass, and casters

www.johnbecksteel.com

RAIS Pina

The RAIS Fina gives a whole new
meaning to high living. An award-
winning innovation of design
creativity, the RAIS Pina's unique
elegance and distinctive design
makes the stove functional as

a practical room divider and an
exclusive piece of furniture that
warms your house and entices the
eye, The RAIS Pina was honored
with the Vesta design award and

the stove's every detail has been
honed by perfection to produce
what we believe is a masterpiece
of stove-making.

You can explore RAIS’s full
product line of wood-burning
stoves, fireplace inserts, and other
accessories by visiting us online.

www.rais.com

}9) e\ UISPON
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World's Only
Comfortable Sofa
Sleeper

Patented system eliminates

metal bars associated with an
uncomfortable sofa or poor night's
sleep. Sleepers are 80" long and
available in king, queen, full, twin,
or cot sizes.

Unlike the competition, your feet
won't hang off the end of our beds.

www.aufurniture.com/dwell

The Monarch
Condominiums

Living transformed. Be the first to
experience condominium living at
The Monarch. Located at West 5th
Street and West Avenue in downtown
Austin. Steps from Lady Bird Lake
and the vibrant West 6th street
entertainment district.

Toll-free (866) 347-4083
www.MonarchCondominiums.com

Acme Made
Modern Things for a Modern Lifestyle

Acme Made designs a complete line
of stylish, yet protective, bags, cases,
and accessories for the creative
professional. Available online and
through select retailers worldwide.

Shown: The Metro Tote with removable
laptop sleeve in rubberized canvas.

Acme Made

Toll-free (B88) 486-3191
www.acmemade.com
info@acmemade.com

Splashy Events

Pfeifer Price LLC
Official Dwell Event Producer

Tel. (415) 561-0109
www.pfeiferprice.com

e
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Art Museum
Street Banners

Exhibition banners that once hung
on city streetpoles are now available
for your home. Own one of these
dramatic artworks from MoMA,
LACMA, SFMOMA, Art Institute

of Chicago, and others,

MNew arrivals every month—
subscribe to our free newsletter
at BetterWall.com.

Tel. (303) 756-6615
www.betterwall.com

Logue Studio

Media Platform n02

Green design meets technical
versatility in a series of modern
media platforms handcrafted

in New Hampshire. The natural
beauty of renewable bamboo and
refined elegance of satin aluminum
fittings combine in simplicity and
quality construction to meet today’s
complex media requirements.

Toll-free (866) 433-1763
www.loguestudio.com

www.Norwellinc.com

Norwell
Lighting and Accessories

82 Stevens Street

East Taunton, MA 02718
Toll-free (800) 822-2831
www.norwellinc.com

Norwell Lighting and Accessories
is proud to introduce design-and-
finish-matched solid brass lighting
and accessories from traditional

to modern.

The Elizabeth is available as a
single, double, or triple sconce in
polished nickel, brushed nickel, or
oil-rubbed bronze, Seven matching
bath accessories complete the suite.




Conde House

Tosai Dining Table
Designer: Peter Maly

White oak or walnut solid wood
top with stainless steel legs.

Conde House

2 Henry Adams Street #291
San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel. (415) B64-B666
www.condehouse.com

}o)IB N UIBPON
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A Mod Livin' Exclusive

From November 2007 to April
2008, Mod Livin' and some of our
finest manufacturers i.e. Adelta,

Alessi, Blu Dot, Kartell, Modernica,

and more will donate a portion
of purchases made at Mod Livin'
to (Red) a project organized to
end AIDS in Africa.

Toll-free (888) 833-2884
www.modlivin.com

plain mary

Recently featured at the Golden

Globes Style Lounge and the

Emmy's Gifting Suite! Dwell naughty
readers enjoy 10% off, Use

discount code “dwell10" during

the checkout process.

www.plainmary.com

kitHAUS k3

The backyard office, playroom,
work-out studio, get-away-from-
the-kids escape you've always
wanted. K3 ships flat and
assembles in two days. Plus, its
compact 117 square feet make
it permit exempt in most areas.

Tel. (415) 676-6648
www.kithaus.com
info@kithaus.com

Pacific Green

Furniture made with Palmwood

has had a strong response from
environmentally-conscious
customers. After exciting inter-
national growth, Pacific Green,

the pioneer of Palmwood design,

is actively seeking retailers in the
Americas that are interested in
securing exclusive distribution rights
to the furniture.

www.pacificgreeninternational.com
info@pacificgreeninternational.com

the as4 modular
furniture system

Atlas Industries
Tel. (718) 596-5045
www.atlaseast.com

ECHO® L.E.D. Mirror

Dreaming of a White Christmas?
This year's “in” colar is GREEN!

Our energy-saving, wall-mounted and
vanity-top mirrors offer crisp, clear
illumination with a fraction of the
usual heat and energy consumption.
50,000+ hour LEDs mean no bulbs
to change! Featuring solid brass
construction and optical quality glass
with 5x magnification. Available in
chrome, bronze, or satin nickel,

ECHO

Toll-free (800) 327-6585
www.echobyremcraft.com/d
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Bauhaus-Style
Dog Sofa

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa
that pays tribute to classic Le
Corbusier seating. Choose vinyl,
leather, or pony-style fabrics that
are waterproof, washable, and
removable. Quality steel frames.
Four sizes. From $210. Made

in ltaly and available exclusively
at dogbar.com.

Toll-free (866) 4-DOGBAR
www.dogbar.com

Step Into the Future

Europa Stairways: a new generation
of stairs and railing systems of
custom-made glass, stainless steel,
wood, powder-coated steel, cables
railings, acrylic, LED light systems
in glass treads, and more! For
commercial and residential use.
Model 73 MF starting from $8,000.
Visit our homepage. We design and
build your dream stair.

Tel. (786) 845-9844
WWww.europastairways.com

Ricki Mountain Studios
Artist, Designer, Original
Contemporary Abstract Paintings,
Limited Edition, and Fine Art

Giclée Prints

Ricki Mountain has an eclectic
style, and has gained a reputation
as a prolific creative resource for
designers and retailers worldwide.
She is pleased to now offer her
artwork direct.

Tel. (925) 286-8798
www.RickiMountain.com
rickimountainstudios@gmail.com

Light Up the Night

The best outdoor gatherings are
a sure thing with Patio Embers
portable outdoor gas firepits.
Trendsetters can entertain well
into the evening with Tania and
its generously sized honey beige
marble top. For information on
Tania or any of our beautiful
firepits, visit us online.

www.patioembers.com.

robertkenneyart
Photographic Artprints

Designed for modern living, these
images are a perfect style and fit
for the discerning urban dweller,
QOriginal photographs that offer
beautiful imagery in a concise
modern package.

www.robertkenneyart.com

davistudio fine porcelain
Modern Table Art

100% carbon neutral,
Custom dinnerware,
serve ware, and vases.
Original designs.
Handmade in USA and
environmentally sensitive.

Tel. (518) 392-7308
www.davistudio.com
maryanne@davistudio.com

CurvTec
The Ceiling, Reinvented.

CurvTec is your answer to empty,
texture-less expanses of drywall
ceiling in your contemporary home
or commercial space. Our innovative
ceiling enhancement provides focus
and gentle lighting to your well-
planned, modern interiors,

/A
curvtec.

The Architectural Cefiing Enhancement

Piease visit us at www.curvtec.com,
You'll never look at ceilings in the
same way again...

CurvTec
Tel. (505) 345-4545
www.curvtec.com




Norman Cherner
Classic Designs Reissued by
the Cherner Chair Company

Toll-free (866) 243-7637
www.ChernerChair.com

showlifestyle.com

Show, a modern lifestyle store
located in Los Angeles, features a
stylish array of international design.

| holiday gifts

You will find an ever-changing
collection of furniture, housewares,
accessories, wallpaper, jewelry,
and books.

www.showlifestyle.com

Modern Cabana
Expand Your Space

Weatherized and affordable, the
Cabana adds space, function,
and value to any property. Use
it as guest quarters, home
office, or lounge. Multiple sizes
available. Handcrafted and
custornizable. Prefab for ease
of installation.

San Francisco Showroom
Tel. (415) 206-9330
www.moderncabana.com

LBCLighting.com

Contemporary Lighting Store

Largest contemporary
lighting collection.
Free shipping.

Trade discount.
Price-match guarantee.

Shown: Orten'zia Very Very Gold,
1-Lt Design by Bruno Rainaldi

Toll-free (B0O) 522-0407
South El Monte, CA
www.LBCLighting.com

@Lighting.com

Fun Toys Made
with Good Wood

Qur toys feature soft, rounded
edges and modern, fun shapes.
We make them in Vermont from
local, sustainably-harvested maple
and non-toxic finishes, Your
modern kids will love to explore
their world with our fresh take

on the classic wooden toy.

Tel, (413) 533-3319
www.nestplease.com

Articolo

Articolo is a manufacturer and retailer
of the highest quality European-
made side tables by the world's

best designers. Tables are available
exclusively through our website and
available for immediate shipment.

Shown: #29 by James Irvine
16" H x 14° D. $345 includes
shipping in continental U.S.

Tel. (716) 285-5479
www.articolo.com
info@articolo.com

LARCOLO)

Weego Home

Enhance your home with bold,
beautiful accessories and classic
maodern furniture from Weego
Home's signature collection.

Visit our Santa Monica location or
view our entire catalog online.

Weego Home

2939 Main Street

Santa Monica, CA 90405
Toll-free (800) 659-3346
Fax (310) 392-8B465
www.weegohome.com

Kozai
Modern Organic Furniture and
Lighting from Japan

Celebrating solid hardwood and
superb Japanese design and
craftsmanship

Shown: Yuzen Hall Cabinet (detail)
with solid walnut slab-top and
contrasting tambour doors in hard
maple, by Noriyuki Ebina

Kozai Designs Inc.
Tel. (604) 677-8166
www.kozaidesigns.com
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Wallter

New easy-to-install mabiles by
Wallter. Made locally in the USA.
Check aut all the available designs
and colors on our website.

Tel. (510) 232-5018
www.wallter.com

ArtByLT

Abstract art—original paintings
and limited-edition giclée prints on
canvas for your home or office by
widely acclaimed New York artist
Lynne Taetzsch. Browse our online
gallery and catalog.

Ithaca, New York, studic
Toll-free (877) 278-2581
www.ArtByLT.com

RETRO@HOME

Comfort, posture, style. Paying
homage to Florence Knoll and Jens
Risom, the Dexter furniture collection
conveys elegance and sophistication,
The Dexter furniture collection

is available exclusively through
RETRO@HOME. We specialize

in vintage and new mid-century-
modern home furnishings. Courtesy
to the trade.

3811 San Pablo Avenue
Emeryville, CA 94608
Tel. (510) 658-6600
www.retroathome.com

ISS Designs Shelving

Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities.

Transform your wall space with a
custom-designed wall unit or shelving
system. |SS Designs combines a clean
modern look with strength and ease

of installation. Wall-mounted and pole-
mounted options. Anodized aluminum
hardware with custom shelves and
cabinets for design-oriented clients.

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc.
Toll-free (B77) 477-5487
www.issdesigns.com
info@issdesigns.com

Fusion Furniture LLC

Reborn: RE series by Tim George.
Carts originally manufactured in

the 1950s for the medical profession
but never used until their recent
maodification and transition into

the B52. Limited-edition offer.

Shown: B52 Stainless Steel Bar,
ca. 1952

Tel. (515) 988-6684
www.fusionfurnituregallery.com

Inhabit

Introducing Builtby™ from Inhabit.
Even a lamp should offer opportunity
for self-expression. Your lamp does
not have to be like hers, and his is
nothing like yours. So while you may
think you are just getting a lamp, we
see it as an opportunity to get a little
more of yourself,

www.inhabitliving.com

W
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LightLine® Canopies

The Utmost in Function and Design

Sold in easy-to-install kits with
brushed stainless steel support
brackets, UV-resistant acrylic visor
panels, integrated aluminum rain
gutters, and all the necessary
assembly hardware. Select from a
variety of styles, sizes, and finishes.

Feeney Architectural Products
Toll-free (800) 888-2418
www.feeneyarchitectural.com

Shenspace

Conscious Modern Art and Design

Eastern influence and urban energy.
Original abstract and modern
paintings that specialize in Asian
and Buddhist-inspired images.

New York Studio
Tel. (646) 373-7263

The ART Bar
Tiburon, CA
Tel. (415) 435-3999
www.shenspace.com




DNA Portraits”

Unique Holiday
Gift Idea:

Portraits made from your DNA,
Fingerprints, or Lips

Customize the size and color of your
art. Printed on quality canvas. Mo
two pieces will ever look the same.
Holiday delivery until December 21.
Visit our web site to learn more.

Fingerprint Portraits"

Toll-free (866) 619-9574
www.dnall.com

KISS Portraits”

gnall

TALY S

Hideo Wakamatsu

Maodern Carrying Accessories

Designed by modern master
craftsman Hideo Wakamatsu to
delight you with their harmonious
balance of style and function.

563 Valencia Street

San Francisco, CA 94110
Tel. (415) 255-3029
www.hideostore.com

Oompa Toys

Unique European wooden toys,
stuffed animals and children's
furniture.

Find the best selection of quality
baby toys, games, and gifts for
young children that are natural,
modern, and whimsical.

Large selection of toys made in
Europe.

Toll-free (888) 825-4109
www.oompa.com

charlesprogers.com/
bedsdirect

New York's secret source for
handcrafted beds and daybeds for
over 150 years. Select hardwoods,
|eather, iron, brass, and steel, Free
catalog. Factory showroom open

to the public. Web/phone orders
welcome. We ship anywhere

55 West 17 Street

New York, NY 10011
Toll-free (866) 818-6702
www.charlesprogers.com

Modern-Shed

Small FPrefab Structures

A compact backyard addition that
can be added to almost any house.
Envisioned to fit a contemporary
lifestyle and increase the usable
space of your home. Prebuilt,
pamnelized structures that come

in a variety of options and sizes.
Use it for an art studio, work space,
storage, or just for fun.

Tel. (206) 524-1188
www.modern-shed.com
info@modern-shed.com

Origami

Bamboo's never looked like this
before. These solid bamboo pieces—
Origami Sofa, Origami Chair, and
Kyoto Table—are just the beginning
of an expanding collection.

The “green line"” is growing.

Call for our price list.
Toll-free (877) 426-4557

Tel. (510) 549-2854
www.berkeleymills.com

Berkeley Mills
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MoMA Design Store

In 1997, New York-based designer
Sandy Chilewich introduced the first
Chilewich product—RayBowls™—at
the MoMA Design Store, where it
met with instant success. Chilewich
celebrates the company's 10th
anniversary with limited-edition
reissues of the original RayBowls,
available exclusively at MoMA.

Toll-free (800) 447-6662
www.momastore.org

Spray-Stone®
Natural Luminescence™ in a
Spray Application!

Spray-Stone is an authentic lime-
based coating for interior and
exterior walls.

It brings a wonderful soft glow to any
project, as it cures to real limestone.
Apply over existing textured walls

to get a new texture, color, and
ambiance in one step.

Toll-free (866) 391-6596
www.Spray-Stone.com

Liza Phillips

Imagine every step having its
wery own Tibetan rug. Our Alto
stair treads are available in four
color sets, each with solids and
patterns. Arrange them in any
sequence. Perfect for open stairs.
Rugmark certified.

Tel. (845) 252-9955
www.lizaphillipsdesign.com

Custom Modern Doors

Largest selection of design doors.
Agent inquiries welcome.
Modernus

Toll-free (800) 755-8940
www.modernus.com

Schoolhouse Electric Co.

Manufacturer of residential and com-
mercial period lighting fixtures and
handblown glass shades that do not
hint at style—they are classic originals
that have been out of production

and unavailable for over 50 years.
Retail showrooms in New York City
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog.

Toll-free (800) 630-7113
www.schoolhouseelectric.com

Sin in Linen
Try Something New in Bed!

We invite you to get between our
sheets. Sin in Linen brings spirited
designs to quality bedding. Our soft
cotton sateen will delight babes and
beaus alike. For sultry sleep and
devilish dreams, make your boudoir
blush and visit us online,

www.sininlinen.com

Unicahome.com

Style. Selection. Service.

The Kuno Prey Christmas tree
will delight young and old alike.
Standing five feet tall, this tree

is made of bottle brushes and
painted wood. A new twist on an
old tradition. Available exclusively
through Unicahome.

Toll-free (888) B9B-6422
www.unicahome.com
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LIGHT + LIVING

Lumens Light + Living
Better Lighting. Better Living.

Modern lighting, fans, and home
accessories. Find the best-known
names like Artemide, FLOS,
Foscarini, LBL, Tech, and Modern
Fan, as well as the latest design-
studio inspirations. Friendly, expert
service. Guaranteed pricing.

Free shipping. Easy returns.

Shown: The Spun Light T1 designed
by Sebastian Wrong for FLOS

Toll-free (877) 445-4486
www. lumens.com

Blend Creations The Furniture

. Collection
Brushed stainless steel pendants
inlaid with a variety of contrasting
materials. ModernFurnitureClassics.com

GardensAndGazebos.com

Shown: Round ‘washi' pendant CoolKidsFurniture.com
(Japanese Chivogami paper iniay) ChicModern.eu

BarBazar.com
Limited-time 10% discount for
Dwell readers: enter code DWELLOSB,

Visit us online today. Toll-free (888) 7-GET-TFC
> Toll-free (B88) 743-8832
CREATIONS www.blendcreations.com www.TheFurnitureCollection.com

info@TheFurnitureCollection.com

e

Flying Zeppelin

Furniture. Sculpture. Design.

Employing techno-primitive
techniques to create unigue furniture,
sculpture, and intriguing modern
design. To see these and a wide array
of possibilities visit us online.

Shown: Innie and Outie rubber stools
gl B

Tel. (503) 729-2747
www.flyingzeppelin.com
info@flyingzeppelin.com

MIRROR-LUX RST5

Designer Collection

The newest addition to Aamsco
Lighting's collection of energy
saving bath and vanity luminaries.

Aamsco Lighting, Inc.
100 Lamp Light Circle
Summerville SC, 29483
Toll-free (800) 221-9092
Fax (843) 278-0001
WWW.aamsco.com

SPARK

modern fires

Modern Fire

The first to eliminate “fake logs"
and offer gas fireplaces with a
clean and simple design for the
modern home, Spark's signature
Fire Ribbon now available in 3 ft.,
see-through, and 6 ft. models.

Spark Modern Fires
Toll-free (866) 938-3846
www.sparkfires.com

B TLITYIRET oY
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Seductive Shadows

The idea was simply to bring
sensuality into the home with
nothing more than a whisper.

They are a digital feast to the
eyes and a mystery to the mind.
Thiey arrive ready to hang and
are sized 2-4 feet high.

Tel. (440) 342-9212

www.macmenus.com

Modernist
Modular Homes
Hip, Sleek, Cool...

The modernist home of your dreams
can be yours. Liberating, elegant,
free-flowing spaces that bring the
outside in. Many flexible designs
available to help transform your
modernist dreams into reality.

2770 Cardillo Avenue

Palm Springs, CA 92262

Tel. (949) 413-6811
www.modernistmodularhomes.com

9494136811

Bubble Chair

Plushpod seeks out only the finest
high-design modern furniture and
décor from new, notable, and

visionary designers around the world.

Like the original Bubble chair from
Finland by Eero Aarnio,

Visit us online or in our store!

8211 West 3rd Street

Los Angeles, CA

Toll-free (866) 758-7430
Tel. (323) 951-0748
www.plushpod.com

Jaxx Sphere
for '60s Purists

Popular as mod furniture during
the 1960s, Jaxx Sphere is
capturing a piece of nostalgia with
the comfort of a premium memory
foam mix. Comes with a free
matching ottoman! ($70 Value)

Toll-free (866) 384-2802
www.studiooneup.com

Intelligent Veneers
A Lifetime Investigation into
Architectural Ornamentation

Simple, intelligent, lasting
impressions for existing doors,
or any surface. Allow our
experience to assist you with
your architectural detailing.

Upsurge Design
Toll-free (877) 957-3944
www.intelligentveneers.com

ModernDwelling.com

Local Modern Resources

Find the modern design resources
you need at moderndwelling.com.
Real estate, designers and retailers
organized by city to make finding
local products and services easy.

We're adding new resources daily.
Visit us online today!

www.moderndwelling.com

Chef's Mats by Gel Pro

Finally, you can spend time in the
kitchen creating your favorite meals
without the pain and discomfort
caused by hard kitchen floors! As
seen on HGTV, Gel Pro Mats are
filled with a soft gel that makes
standing on even the hardest kitchen
floor a pleasure. These innovative
mats are scientifically engineered

to absorb shock and reduce pain-
causing pressure. Enjoy time spent
in the kitchen even if you suffer from
back pain, foot pain, or arthritis.

Designer colors in traditional
and exotic textures. Available

in many sizes and all mats are
stain resistant. Don't worry about
red wine or pasta sauce spills—
clean-up’s a breeze! Proudly
made in USA. Makes a great gift!
Order today!

Toll-free (866) GEL-MATS
Toll-free (866) 435-6287
www.gelmats.com




House of
European Design

Our unique collections combine
superb seating comfort and
carefully thought-out functions
with timeless design. Choose from
hundreds of fabrics and leathers
to tailor the perfect piece to you.

Shown: Egg Chair

431 Jackson Street
San Francisco, CA
Tel. (415) 391-7998
www.design-eu.com

Campbell Laird Studio

Printed and Signed by Artist

ABC's Extreme Makeover chose
award-winning artist Campbell Laird,
for their modern home episode. Dwell
magazine chose Campbell for its first
Dwell Home. Join collectors from
Trump Tower in NYC to modernist
homes of the Hollywood Hills,
Archival, limited-edition artworks.
Showan: Voita #1

Tel. (310) 915-5319
www.campbelllairdstudio.com
info@campbelllairdstudio.com

genius jones

Genius Jones

Presenting the Panton Jr.
chair, sized just right for a new

generation of design aficionados.

Available in six funtastic colors.
Free shipping!

Toll-free (866) GENIUS-J
Toll-free (866) 436-4875
www.geniusjones.com

Inspiring Change
in the Modern Home

We're Addo Novo, a new
concept in furniture and home
furnishings for modern living.
Featuring pieces from Knoll,
Gus*Modern, Artemide, Desiron,
Atlantico, Blomus, Pablo, and
more, Visit our Portland, Maine,
design studio or shop online.

Toll-free (B88) 276-1994
www.addonovo.com

www.addonovo.com

Modern Mailboxes

By mailboxes.co.nz

The modern home deserves a modern
mailbox. We have a wide range.

You may have seen our mailboxes
featured in the July/August 2007
issue. We are from New Zealand

and are happy to ship mailboxes to
you. Check out the “modern” page
on our website.

Shown: Radius stainless steel
wall mount

www.mailboxes.co.nz

Catherine Iskiw
Designs

“The best designs are often the
simplest,” says Catherine Iskiw.
Her signature Simplicity Series
is offered in platinum, 18K
palladium white gold, or 18K
yellow gold with platinum accents.
It's available with diamonds,
sapphires, or rubies,

Tel. (347) 689-2762
www.catherineiskiw.com
catherineiskiw@earthlink.net

X 2modern

2Modern.com
Unique. Conscious. Functional.
Beautiful.

2Maodern features furniture,
lighting, and accessories for the
modern lifestyle.

Special promotion code for Dwell
subscribers: Dwell

Toll-free (888) 222-4410
www.2modern.com/dwell
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Form

Everything for the modern home with children, including furniture, accessories and toys.

Function

rntots

MOode

Fun

ModernTots

At ModernTots we believe the
simplicity and elegance of modern
design that we buy for ourselves
is perfectly suited to the space in
which children eat, sleep, wash,
and play. Because their space is
shared with the rest of the family,
the aesthetic and functional
lessons of modernism apply, too.

Toll-free (877) 289-0453
www.ModernTots.com

Tilevera

Tilevera, purveyors of fine tile

and stone, creates incomparable
tiles for any project—interior to
exterior, classic to modern, glass to
stone, hand paintings to finely cast
bronze. Tilevera tiles are exquisitely
crafted by fine artists. No two tiles
are alike. Please contact us for
additional information.

Tel. (415) 887-9011
www.tilevera.com
contact@tilevera.com

azarchitecture.com

Wisit the only site dedicated to
desert-modern architecture and
design. Search homes for sale
and explore links to architects,
designers, galleries, events, and
images of superb desert design.

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate
Architecturally Unique Homes
Tel. (4B0) 425-9300
www.azarchitecture.com

Big Chill

Get out of the box, and into a

Big Chill refrigerator. This may
look like your mother's icebox,
but the Big Chill includes all of
today's functionality, efficiency,
and dependability. The only thing
we left off was the chisel; no
defrosting required!

Toll-free (877) 842-3269
www.bigchillfridge.com
info@bigchillfridge.com

HydroSwing
Walls and Doors

Add innovation and modernization
te any home design with a
HydroSwing wall or door. In

one clean, strong movement an
entire wall can raise—opening up
design options never seen before.
Be the first to impress with a
hydraulic HydroSwing

wall or door.

Toll-free (866) 60-HYDRO
www. hydroswing.com

THYDROSWING

Hydraulic Doora & VWalls

San Francisco
View Sites

Spectacular mountainside building
sites with panoramic views of

the San Francisco skyline with
permitted plans for two dramatic,
glass and steel houses by award-
winning firm Anderson-Anderson
(AndersonAnderson.com). Minutes
from downtown San Francisco and
easy commute to Silicon Valley.

Droubi Team
Tel. (415) 401-6300
www.kingsroadlots.com

Blibetroy

Inventive Bags for Imaginative People

QOur classic clutch created with
brass oval rings are an addition to
any evening outfit. While ideal for
the woman who wants to carry only
the essentials, this purse also has
bottom gussets just in case those
said essentials multiply. Lined in
our signature turquoise silk.

Shown: Klutch

www.blibetroy.com




Shades of Green

Landscape Architecture
Sustainable by Design,
Innovative by Nature

Shades of Green is a full-service
landscape architecture firm offering
original design solutions tailored

to the client’s needs. Designing
residential and commercial projects
in California and beyond.

Mill Valley, California
Tel. (415) 381-1959
www.shadesofgreenla.com

}9NIeNUIBPOIN

Soapstone Stoves
Warm and Beautiful

Wood and gas stoves that combine
fine furniture design with whaole-
house heating performance. No
electrical power required. Call for
a free catalog or visit our website.

Woodstock Soapstone Company
66 Airpark Road, Dept. 3099
West Lebanon, NH 03784
Toll-free (888) 664-8188
www.woodstove.com

L’ArtiChaut

We Make People Beautiful

L'ArtiChaut is an accessories
gallery showcasing the finest
niche designers from around
the world. Shop their unique
collections online and from
now until January 31, enter
DWELL at Checkout to receive
10% off your total purchase!

www.lartichaut.com

Jewelry That Inspires

The most precious feature
expressed by modern jewelry
is the creativity of the maker.

Qur current collection from
Konzuk, Veto Swiss, Zen, b.tiff,
and Feniom feature unusual
combinations of titanium,
stainless, and diamonds.

Toll-free (888) DO-U-RELISH
www.shoprelish.com

relish

because design matters

Rabbit Air
MinusA2™ Air Purifier

Modern, innovative, ultra-quiet,
wall-mountable, air purifier features
6-stage filtration with customized
filter and deodorization to purify
the air you breathe. Unit comes
with 5-year warranty and lifetime
24/7 tech support.

Save $20 by entering DWJ8 at
checkout.

Toll-free (B88) 866-8862
www.RabbitAir.com

BERTOTTI

LANDSCAPING. INC

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc.

Fine Gardens Designed and Built

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. provides
innovative design and construction
services and specializes in complex
residential gardens. Official
contractor for Dwell Qutdoor 2007,
Bertotti Landscaping provides
professional design/build contracting
and project management,

With over 30 years of business
serving the North Bay Area, including
Napa, Sonoma, and Marin counties,

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. blends
the energy of nature and the
splendor of your home to create
your wision of the perfect garden.

Please visit our website for more
information.

2425 Adobe Road
Petaluma, CA 94954
Tel. (707) 559-7077
www.bertotti.com




Give the food its due.

Discover all that's fresh

at subzero.com

SUB-ZERO

Contact Our Advertisers

100 Watt

www.1gowatt.com

Academy of Art
(800) 544-ARTS
www.academyart.edu

Acura
(800) TO-ACURA
www.acura.com

Agape
011-39-0376-250311
www.agapedesign.it

Ameriprise
(800) 297-7378
www.ameriprise.com

Asko
(800) 898-1879
www.askousa.com

Baleri Italia

www.baleri-italia.com

Bang & Olufsen America, Inc.
www.bang-olufsen.com

Bartels USA
www.bartelsusa.com

BDI
www.bdiusa.com

Berkeley Mills
www.berkeleymills.com

BoConcept
www.boconcept.us

Bulthaup
(800) 808-2023
www.bulthaup.com

Caesarstone Quartz Surface
(877) 978-2789
Www.caesarstoneus.com

Calligaris
www.calligaris.it

Canon
WWWw.canon.com

Charles Schwab
(800) 4-SCHWAB
www.schwab.com

Crate & Barrel
(800) 996-9960
www.crateandbarrel.com

Crypton Super Fabrics
(800) CRYPTON
W’WW.CT}{'Pt onfabri c.com

Cuisinart
(8oo} 726-0190
www,cuisinart.com

De La Espada
www.delaespada.com

Delta Brizo
(877) 345-BRIZO
www.brizofaucet.com

Design Centro Italia
(510) 420-0383
www.italydesign.com

Direct Buy
www.directbuy.com

Dyson
www.dyson.com

Eileen Fisher
www.eileenfisher.com

EmanciPet
www.emancipet.org

Form + Function
(800) 264-0057
www.formplusfunction.com

Frighetto by Estel Partners srl
frighettoUSA @frighetto.it
www.frighetto.it

Gaggenau
(877) 4-GAGGENAU
WWW.gaggenau-usa.com

Geek Squad
(Boo) GEEKSQUAD
www.geeksquad.com

Griffin Technology
www.griffintechnology.com

Hastens
(866) 50-HASTENS
www hastens.com

HenryBuilt
www.henrybuilt.com

Herman Miller
(800) 646-4400
www.hermanmiller.com

Highbrow Furniture
(888) 329-0219
www.highbrowfurniture.com

Hive
(866) MOD-HIVE
www.hivemodern.com

Infiniti G35 Coupe
www.infiniti.com

JA Henckels
(800) 777-4308
www.jahenckels.com

Jules Seltzer
(310) 274-7243
www.julesseltzer.com

Keen Footwear
www.keenfootwear.com

Knoll Space
www.knollspace.com

Konzuk

(888) 858-7793
www.konzuk.com

Lacava
(888) 522-2823

www.lacavadesign.com

Lexus
(800) USA-LEXUS

www.lexus.com

Ligne Roset
(8oo) BY-ROSET
www ligne-roset-usa.com



Maharam

(800) 645-3943
www.maharam.com

MasterCard

www.mastercard.com

Matteograssi
(646) 249-0259
www.matteograssi.it

MINI USA
(866) 275-6464

www.miniusa.com

Mythic Paint
(888) 714-9422
www.mythicpaint.com

Neoporte
(877) 711-2100

www.neoporte.com

Norwegian Cruise Line
(866) 234-0292

www.ncl.com

Olevia

www.olevia.com

Paul Frank

(949) 5157950
www.paulfrank.com

Pianca

www.pianca.it

Raumplus
(206) 204-0112
www.raumplusna.com

Rockport
www.rockport.com

Room & Board
(800) 486-6554
www.roomandboard.com

Sanus Systems
(800) 359-5520
www.sanus.com

Scavolini

0I1-30-07214431
www.scavolini.com

Siemens
(888) 4-SIEMENS
www.siemens-home.com

SimCity

www.simcity.ca.com

The Sliding Door Co.
www.slidingdoorco.com

Sub-Zero
(800) 332-1408

www.subzero.com

TurboChef
www.turbochef.com

Universal Music Group

www.umusic.com

Valcucine

(212) 253-5969
\\'\\'\v.\-‘alcucincna.ccm

Vetrazzo

www.vetrazzo.com

Vista Window Films
www.vista-films.com

VTech

(8o0) 595-9511
www.vlech,com

Woodford Reserve

www.woodfordreserve.com

YLighting
(888) 888-4449
wwwylighting.com
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Lance Compa
lac24@cornell.edu

Maria Cook
micl3@cornell.edu

Cornell University

School of Industrial and
Labor Relations
www.ilr.cornell.edu

Central Office of Architecture
Eric A. Kahn, Ron Golan,
and Russell N. Thomsen
www.coalabs.com
Countertops by Durcon, Inc.
www. |labtops.com
Galvalume siding
www.galvalume.com

Thomas Robertson
wiww.ripplesite.com
tom@ripplesite.com
Mailbox by Blomus
www.blomus.de

Roofing by Galvalume
www.galvalume.com
NanaWall window system
www.nanawall.com
Sleeping porches by
Greene & Greene
www.gamblehouse.org
Outdoor living rooms
www.franklloydwright.org
Rudolf Schindler

Kings Road House
www.makcenter.org

Jan and Maureen Horn
www._janhorn.com

Richard Wright
www.wright20.com

Organic chair by Charles Eames
and Eero Saarinen
www.vitra.com

PK9 chair by Poul Kjzrholm
www.fritzhansen.com

Swag leg chair by George Nelson
www.hermanmiller.com

Hi Pad by Jasper Morrison
www.cappellini.it

lent by Limn: www.limn.com
Side chair by Shelton Mindel
www. knall.com

Metropolitan chair by

Jeffrey Bernett

www. bebitalia.it

lent by Limn: www.limn.com
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De La Warr Pavilion chair by
BarberOsgerby
www.establishedandsons.com
lent by Matters Matters
www.mattermatters.com
Carbon chair by Bertjan Pot
and Marcel Wanders
www.moooi.nl

lent by Twentieth
www.twentieth.com

106 Nice Madernist

Zoé Melo
www.zoemelo.com
Charles Beckman Swanson
Architects

New Haven, CT

Tel: (203) 562-4997
Estudio Manus
www.estudiomanus.art.br
Artecnica

Los Angeles, CA

Tel: (323) 655-6551
Mana Bernardes
WWW.mana.cx

MPreis Markets
www.mpreis.at

Peter Zelger
www.holzbox.at

David Gwynn
www.groceteria.com
Dominique Perrault Archi
www.perraultarchitecte.com
Bibliothéque nationale de France
www.bnf.fr

Rebanks Pepper Littlewood
Architects Inc.
www.rebanks.ca

Tyrol

www.tyrol.com

116 Conversation

Frank Harmon
www.frankharmon.com
Architectural Association School
of Architecture
www.aaschool.ac.uk

Richard Meier
www.richardmeier.com

Circular Congregational Church
Charleston, SC
www.circularchurch.org

125 Archive

Sydney Opera House by Jern Utzon
www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/
Sydney_Opera.html

In the US, Dwell®@ is a registered trademark
of Dwell, LLC. Publisher assumes no
responsibility for return of unsolicited
manuscripts. art, or any other unsolicited
materials. Subscription price for US resi-

J. Paul Getty Museum by
Richard Meier
www.architecture.about.com/od/
greatbuildings/p/gettycenter. htm

Pierre Thibault Architect
www.pthibault.com
Grand Théatre de Québec
www.grandtheatre.qc.ca
Université Laval
www.ulaval.ca

134 Signs of the Times

Mark Luthringer
www.markluthringer.com

Peter Cardew, David Scott
www.cardew.ca

Groundpiece sofa by

Antonio Citterio

www. flexform.it

Alfa Series sofa by Emaf Progetti
for Zanotta

www.unicahome.com

Arco lamp by Achille Castiglioni
for Flos

www.unicahome.com

Richard Schultz 1966 Collection
www.richardschultz.com

PK22 Lounge chair by

Poul Kjzrholm
www.fritzhansen.com

CH24 Wishbone Chair by Hans
Wegner for Carl Hansen
www.zincdetails.com

146 Home Schooled

Terry Boling
www.terryboling.com

University of Cincinnati, College
of DAAP

www.daap.uc.edu

Kitchen cabinets, rugs, and lights
www.ikea.com

Kitchen dining set by Heywood-
Wakefield
www.heywood-wakefield.com
www.mainlyart.com

Master bedroom brazilian rose-
woad floaring by Bellawood
www.lumberliquidators.com
Kitchen/living room birch
plywood strips

www. paxtonwood.com

Master bathroom tile by Bisazza
www.bisazzausa.com
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Clear anodized aluminum bent by
Metal Panel Systems
www.metalpanelsystems.com

Gray Organschi Architecture
New Haven, CT
www.grayarganschi.com
Lighting track system by
Speed-Rail
www.hollaender.com

Stairs by Breakfast Woodwarks
www.breakfastwoodworks. com

163 The Adding Machine
Nastasi Architects

John Nastasi
www.nastasiarchitects.com
john@nastasiarchitects.com

173 Suburban Subversion

Andrew Blauvelt
andrew.blauvelt@walkerart.org
Walker Art Center
www.walkerart.org

Tracy Myers
MyersT@carnegiemuseums.org
The Heinz Architectural Center
Carnegie Museum of Art
WWW.CMoa.org

Interboro Partners
www.interboropartners.com
Julia Christensen
www_juliachristensen.com
Paho Mann
www.pahomann.com

Dan Graham
www.the-artists.org/artist/Dan_
Graham.html

The Not So Big House: A Blueprint
for the Way We Really Live by
Sarah Susanka (The Taunton
Press, 2001)
www.notsobighouse.com
Sarah McKenzie
www.sarahmckenzie.com

Greg Stimac
www_gregstimac.com

John Divela

www.divala.com

Brian Ulrich
www.notifbutwhen.com

LTL Architects
www.Itlarchitects.com

182 Essay
John King
jking@sfchronicle.com
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CentreVille
www.centrevillebywatt.com
Santana Row
www.santanarow.com

Winchester Mystery House
www.winchestermysteryhouse.com
Fred Walters

Federal Realty
www.federalrealty.com

Alan Mark, residential real estate
broker at Mercer

www. mercerwalnutereek.com
Cotati Station lofts
www.cotatistation.com

Solaire
www.tndwest.com/southsibart.htm|

189 Profile

o e + Hoimb

www.smedshammarholmberg.se
Skanska
www.skanska.com

196 Detour

Saucier + Perrotte Architectes
www.saucierperrotte.com
Schulich School of Music of
McGill University
www.megill.ca/music
Expo 67 World'’s Fair
www._expob7.ncf.ca
R. Buckminster Fuller
www.bfi.org
Moshe Safdie and Associates
www.msafdie.com
Philippe Dubuc
4451 Rue St.-Denis, H2J 2L2
Tel: (514) 282-1424
www.dubucstyle.com
Corporation de gestion des

hés publics de Montréal
155 Avenue Greene, 3rd floor,
H4C 2H6
Tel: (514) 937-7754
Cité Internationale
www.gimtl.qc.ca
Quartier international de Montréal
Centre de commerce mondial
de Montréal/World Trade Centre
Montréal
380 Rue 5t.-Antoine Quest,
Ste. 3220, H2Y 3X7
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Markus Mostrém Design
www.mostromdesign.se
Claesson Koivisto Rune
www.ckr.se
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Houses We Love

Hilltop homestead by day, sus-
tainable spaceship by night,
the Mostrém family's No.5 House
lands off the grid in a forest
near Stockholm, Sweden.

232 Dwell Dec/lan 2008

| Story by Michael Grozik ‘ Photo by Ake E:son Lindman

Five’s Easy Pieces

For most people contemplating a move, thoughts
of packing the portable pieces of their lives in boxes
rarely engender much enthusiasm. For Markus and
Kajsa Mostrom and their three children, however, such
thoughts were greeted happily as they and their
architects devised a way to box things up in a much
more inviting way.

Having made the decision to leave their apartment
in Stockholm, Sweden, for a then-naked knoll in the
forests of Nacka (a 15-minute car ride away), they placed
the process of designing their new home in the trusted
hands of their longtime friends at the architecture firm
Claesson Koivisto Rune.

In an admirable effort to put vision to paper, Markus
(a graphic designer) produced a multidisciplinary mash
note of a brief brimming with images, illustrations, and
text. Upon learning of Markus’s mental image of the project
(“It is night and you are approaching the house. It lights
up like a spaceship stranded on top of the hill”) lead

architect Deta Gemzell and her team had a perfect
picture of the direction they would take.

Employing a layout technique any graphic designer
would recognize, the architects drew up plans for an
elongated box-shaped house using a flexible grid system
based on the standardized dimensions of available build-
ing materials. The system resulted in two important
benefits during construction: maximum use of available
space, and minimum use of available budget. A grid
of a different kind was kept in mind as well: Using only
locally sourced materials, and constructed under the
strict energy-conservation standards set by the Swedish
government, the No. 5 House has all of its energy needs
met from renewable sources.

Its bedrooms are arranged like the compartments of
a Japanese puzzle box, each featuring a wall of floor-to-
ceiling windows. A partially enclosed terrace creates an
outdoor extension of the living room, and further blurs
the boundaries between box, birch, and beyond.m
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