
SMALL 
. . 

ONDERS 
- omes Under 

00 Square Feet 

0 3> 

0 74470 35055 2 









Making the best use of large 
spaces can be a problem. 
The solution - Room Dividers 
from The Sliding Door Co. 
They come in many sizes, 
patterns and finishes. And 
no matter what style you 
choose, you're assured the 
safety of tempered glass, the 
sturdiness of our proprietary 
aluminum frames and the 
assurance that our smooth­
gliding doors won't leave 
their tracks. 

For more information, 
just call, visit one of our 
convenient showrooms or 
log on to our website at 
www.slidingdoorco.com. 
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Classically modern in design 
and made-to-order -with an un­

m atched level of engineering 
and craft, henrybuilt kitchen 
and furniture systems set n ew 
standards for the m ost important 
living spaces in your home. Visit 
us at henrybuilt.com . 

Henrybullt Corporation New York Showroom: 79 Grand Street. 212.966.5797 Seattle Showroom: 9l.3 Western Avenue, 206.624.9270 



henrybullt 



At t oO kO•sqo dTabeSP15 0 

atlant1co 
Design Driven 
by Nature 

L t CA Space M ~os Anqeles Yolk Lo Ang I ModcrnseP.d l K md Mixture S r Diego Zinc Detail• ..., I ir c1sco Area Studio Sar Fr, 
l·ort1n1 Home Ban lw• Ob1sp Saint Di21er Home H Id burn CO One lk rriP r" vor Studio Como Dl 1V< r FL <;outh Beach Style Miami Be, 11 IL He1fona Chicago 

ME Addo Novo Portland MO Hudson Home Ka a NE L hpsc Lifestyles • '" NY R o Brooklyn New York C If .ul. J w York City 

(" ~odcrn N w Yor OH Four Wind C l 'l11dern Port TX w· d"o1 )rganics A t Peel Gallery H 

WA ocity S t Apartment Z1 A Statcmcn1 :c1dent lvl R:ml1cd Oko!OKs Fluid Uv1n9 r to 
D 



Now York 33 G e 

DE LA ESPADA 

Street NY '0013 T: +• 21'> 625 '039 Los Angeles 8483 M o A West Hol ywood, CA 90069 T: 1'3239.1 1085 

London 60 Sloane Avenue SW3 300 T: +44(0)20 7581 4474 

E p d at ttie lollowmg fine retailers of conternpor<1ry furntt.ire 

Denver SI id10 Com Sacramento I lmn San Francisco Lmn Seattle L 1mn 

Dublin Hims Istanbul Autoban Gall ry 

Portugal and Spain Of c nas Gera s T: ,,., 1 ~29 942 838 

v1 t www.atlant1co-usa.com o www.delaespada.com 







DwellOnDesign.com 



We are dwarves on the shoulders of 
giants. Or sometimes on their chairs. 
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LC1 , with its sophisticated nature and versatile attitudes, does not need to make the slightest 
effort to be noticed. Designed by Le Corbusier, Pierre Jeanneret and Charlotte Perriand, and 
so indicated by the Le Corbusier signature, the Cassina I Maestri logo and serial number. 

Visit our website for Cassina Quick models, in stock for 1 O day delivery, made in Italy. 

LC1 Armchair 
Le Corbusier, 

Pierre Jeanneret, 
Charlotte Peniand. 

Authorized b y the 
Le Corbusier Foundation. 

Cassina USA 
1.800. 770.3568 
CassinaUSA.com 



"Our vision came ta 

life through Gardeners' Guild's 

detailed work, commitment to 

client satisfaction, and dedication 

to producing a quality product." 

Andrea Cochran 

Residential Construction • Commercial Maintenance 

www.gardenersguild.com 

415.457.0400 

GARDENERS GUILD 
A Guild of Landscape Artisans, Horticulturists and Technicians 

100°/o EMPLOYEE-OWNED 



Fulfill Your Dreams 

Sometimes you long for something that's truly natural. It may be closer than you think. 
Every Hastens is mad!e entirely by hand using only natural filling materials. 

It is not the easiest nor the least expensive way to build a bed but the result is unparaJieled comfort. 

Visit one of our stores and experience how sleep in a Hastens bed is a gift of nature. 

Hastens~ 
Fulfilling dreams 

since 1852 

HASTENS STORES: SoHo New York City, NY • ABC Home New York City, NY • Chicago, IL • W innetka, IL• Atlanta, GA • Dallas, TX 
Boise, ID • Seattle, WA • Newport Beach, CA • Los Angeles - 8675 W ashington Blvd., CA • Beverly Hills - 8827 Beverly Blvd., CA 

HASTENS SHOP IN SHOPS: House of Norway Fairlield, NJ • Svenska Beds Norwalk, CT • Scan Design Tampa, FL • Century House Madison, WI 
Design Quest, Ml • Kuhl-Linscomb Houston, TX • Gallery Furniture Houston, TX • Center of Modern Design Scottsdale, AZ. • 

www.hastens.com 
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Small Spaces 
While some hulking home builders might 
advertise otherwise, bigger isn't neces­
sarily better: We size up the advantages 
of scaled-down spaces. 
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Nice Box 
Architect Sarni Rintala's compact urban 
escape pod in Oslo, Norway, is large 
enough for you and a few friends, but 
only if you leave your metropolitan 
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VARIABLE FLOW TURBO. INSTANT RESPONSE FOR 
THE INSTANT- MESSAGING CROWD. 
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"Maybe this is how we are meant 
to be, with few possessions and 
a small space around us." 

Sarni Rintala 
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dwell.com 
While much of this issue is all about having 
less, the World Wide Web's the limit when 
it comes to dwell.com. 
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In the Modern World 
Our catch of the day includes more than 
1,000 bone-china anchovies, the freshest 
products, books, and exhibitions on the 
market, and a savvy selection of design­
world wave makers, including Nie Clear, 
Scott Amron, and Ed Ruscha. 
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These Austin, Texas, homeowners doubled 
their pleasure without disturbing their 
treasure in a respectful expansion of a 
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tion for its design future. 

LSD 
101 : The Backyard 
With spring right around the corner, we 
offer tips on transforming your backyard 
from chilly 10 chillin' that even entrenched 
NIMBYs are sure to find inviting. 

1 74 
Sourcing 
It might be March, but there's no sign of 
madness in our all-star lineup of sources. 

176 
Theme Attic 
London street artist Slinkachu takes this 
issue's theme to the Lilliputian limit with 
his tribute to the little people struggling 
to make it in the big city. 

March 2008 21 

~c 1 • t J 
0 1 



Monrovja Style: 
Presents THE BOUNDARY BREAKER 

Mark Rios, Landscape Architect 

and Architect. Mark crosses the lines 

between open and enclosed spaces, 

natural and geometric, hard and soft, 

using plant material to create 

memorable modern spaces. 

"Whenever I visit my 
favorite local nursery to 
look for plants or ideas, 
l can irnn1ediately spot 
the Monrovia plants -

fantastic specimens 
and a \vide range of 

varieties. They always . . 
inspire me to try 

a new combination." 
- \lark Rius 







EDITOR'S NOTE 

Homebland Security 
I. Rain is pouring down in sheets on the windows of 

Sioux Falls's Joe Foss Field Airport.As a 15-minute loop 
of CNN blares from overhead, I notice that this is one of 
the beigest places I have ever been-beige-flecked walls, 
beige carpet, beige ceiling tiles, beige vinyl seating with 
beige end tables, and nonthreatening beige artwork. 
The only splash of color comes from a blazing-orange 
banner hung haphazardly: "Welcome Hunters!" It's 
unimagineable that this place once existed as blue­
prints, plans, and watercolor renderings, or that people 
debated and labored over its nondetails. An imaginary 
book title comes to mind, Undesigned America. 

II. The landscape is harsh and flat, condensed under 
the weight of a matte-white sky. Unfamiliar trees dot 
the horizon, exotic species culled from Dr. Seuss illus­
trations. I am in Florida for the American Magazine 
Conference at the Boca Raton Resort and club, a sprawl­
ing pink Spanish-pastiche fantasy with tight, musty 
corridors and vast, ill-carpeted banquet halls. The air 
is warm and salty, but I have never been so cold in my 
life-it is freezing inside. Somewhere, millions of Freon­
spewing air conditioners are humming at full speed 
to simulate arctic conditions. 

III. The airplane banks to the left and begins its 
descent. From my window seat, the Potomac River, 
glassy and wide, mimics the autumn foliage on its banks. 
I am having a short-lived moment with nature. Dulles 
Airport, once a lonely sentinel- an elegant concrete 
hammock hovering over virgin Virginia farmland- is 
now engulfed by new construction. The countless build­
ings appear low and wide, like rectangular blocks litter­
ing a toddler's floor. Other shapes emerge. Bulky gables 
of colonial chateaux rise from clear-cut hilltops as 
odd conglomerations of monopoly properties. So much 
roofed emptiness. 

Undesign, as I will call it, is a national virus. I am 
not talldng about a dearth of starchitect structures and 
Eames chairs or a simple lack of style. I am talking 
about a vital carelessness, both programmatic and aes­
thetic. I am talking about a passive willingness to allow 
poor decisions to invade and govern our environment 
at every turn. Undesign is fed by America's all-you-can-

eat-for-less mentality-another trip to the buffet even 
though we are stuffed- and too few question it, because 
why turn down another plate of popcorn shrimp when 
there is so much? 

This issue of Dwell is about small spaces- imagina­
tive and ingenious homes where the designers and resi­
dents manage to load their contents for vibrant living 
into sleek, tidy vessels. Sadly, in my travels in the U .s., 
I am rarely confronted with the kind of innovation you 
will find in our features this month. 

When we planned this issue, we hoped to find a 
newly built detached permanent residence under 1,000 
square feet on American soil. We searched high and 
low, and we ended up locating what is arguably the 
most beautiful 205-square-foot home you will ever 
encounter. However, there are two caveats: It's in Oslo, 
and it's only a prototype ("Nice Box," p.114).* The other 
homes we feature are a 912-square-foot former superin­
tendent's apartment in New York City ("Pretty Super," 
p.120) and a 648-square-foot London row house ("Good 
Mews," p.128). 

I know what you are thinking- "Small spaces in 
London and New York? Quelle surprise!"- and you have 
a point. While it might be commonplace to find homes 
of this scale in these cities, we thought that their 
inventive spirit warranted our attention (not to mention 
we also have a soft spot for dachshund ramps). 

Untended, undesign will be our undoing. Though 
he might call it by a different name, Sarni Rintala, the 
Finnish architect behind the 205-square-foot Box 
Home, echoes the sentiment: "We are enjoying the 
highest standard of living ever known to human kind," 
he writes. "At the same time we are fully informed of 
the results of our culture of consumerism. Therein lays 
the greatest paradox: We are forced to actively forget 
the real reality to be able to enjoy the facade of excess 
we have created around us." 

It's not too late to right the ship, and the homes in 
this issue give me hope that undesign can be overcome. 
They show that our basic needs can be met in basic ways, 
and that innovation and pragmatism are not mutually 
exclusive. Scaling back is just the beginning. 11111 

Sam Grawe, Editor·in-Chief 
sam@dwell.com 

*I am putting out the call to you, our trusty 
readers, to email me other examples of 
innovative small homes across America. 

The tinier the better! I will put them on our 
website. Or if you're the glass·half-empty 
sort, send a picture of your favorite undesign. 
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Semigood's initial offering, 
the Rift Collection, is now 
available in Walnut. 
Shop for the comfort of your 
home at our new online store, 
sem igoods.com 
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My first order of business is t o inform 

you that I unfortunately must change 

the address on my subscription due to 

the loss of our house in the recent fire 

disaster in San Diego County. With 

much help from the products and infor­

mation in your magazine, along with 

lots of our own sweat and b lood, two 

years ago we finished a complete 

remodel of a poorly built, 1972 

Mediterranean-style house (so typical 

for Southern California) into what we 

felt was a wonderful modern/contem­
porary dwelling. So now we are back 

to square o ne. 

I would greatly appreciate it if you 

could recommend any architects in 

our area. Or, if you or someone else 

is interested in a site for a fut ure Dwell 

house, we are very open-minded when 

it comes to design. 

Allen Seligson 
San Diego, California 

Editors' Note: Our thoughts are with 
you. and all the families affected by the 
recent fires. In regards to San Diego-area 
architects, Sebastian Mariscal immedi­
ately comes to mind: His downtown 
home was featured in our March 2004 
issue ("Making Sense of the City"), accom­
panied by photos made hazy by the lin­
gering smoke from that season's fires. 

I too am over the sustainabilit y band­

wagon and the moral high ground of 

The Mariscal residence in downtown San 
Diego- designed by architect Sebastian 
Mariscal for his family, and featured in our 
March 2004 issue- stands out against a 

3 2 March 2008 

such "learned climate experts" as 

Kiefer Sutherland whom you mention 

in your Editor's Note ("Sustainabil ity 

2417," November 2007). I'll not place 

my perfectly good automobiles and 

appliances in landfills to hasti ly race 

out to buy a/I-new green machines. 

I have a graduate degree in environ­

mental science and have stud ied this 

issue for years. We are still learning 

new things every day about climate 

change, its causes, and its possible 

effects. Even if mankind's industrial 
activity were the sole cause of climate 

change, you can't change nature over­

night by purchasing a hybrid or al l-new 

appliances (I know, blasphemy!). We 

often forget about the resources used 

in refining and production and d is­

posal of those items. Even recycling 

carries a huge cost of man-hours and 

fuel for transport that can make the 

benefit t o the planet small, other than 

keeping things out of a landfil l. 

To determine if a p ractice is truly 

beneficial it must be studied from 

alpha to omega. Conserve first, then 

make wise purchases in the future 

because they make sense, not to prove 

you're superior. 

Scott R. Williams 
Johnson City, Tennessee 

People, we have to calm down! Issue 

after issue readers write in and say 

sky still gray and hazy from wildfires that hit 
Southern California in late 2003. The region 
was devastated once again in late 2007. 

where Dwell went wrong, how offen­

sive an article was, how they left out 

important details, and how they are 

missing the mark on modern design. 

Blah, blah, blah. For Pete's sake fo lks, 

it's a magazine! It is meant to be there 

for your enjoyment and to possibly 

provoke thought and perspective. 

I have no knowledge of who the Dwell 

staff is, but I am certain they don't 

begin each day developing new ways 

to piss you off. 

If I read o ne more letter about 

someone being offended because 

Dwell p ublished an SUV ad, I wil l 

scream! We would stil l have problems 

in our world if everyone who drove 

an SUV suddenly drove a hybrid. 

Intolerance and prejudice do more 

harm in our world than any o ne car 

can. Some people leave their lights 

on when they are not in the room. 

Others water their lawn too much. And 

others don't recycle. Some of you will 

shriek loudly at this, but some people 

actually st il l eat MEAT! 

I have read articles that lambaste 

the magazine because they are based 

in San Francisco, wrote an article on 

square footage, showed an ad for one 

thing or another, or showed a picture 

of meat, trees, or builldings with con­

crete floors. We all need to real ize that 

life happens o utside of our perspec­

t ive at times. And that doesn't make 

it wrong. If you choose to not eat meat, 
good for you- if your neighbor likes 
meat, good for him o r her. If you like 

p ictures of trees and you think they 

are art, good for you-if you don't, then 

don't put them in your house. If you 
can afford a $60,000 bed and want 

one, then enjoy sleeping o n it. If you 

don't want one or can't afford one, 

then enjoy your night in your own way. 

You get the idea. 

I promise you, we cannot change 
the world. What we can change is our­

selves. We can be smarter about the 

way we live and the things we do and 
the conversations we have. We can 

learn and grow and become better 

people. It is up to all of us as individuals 
to make change in our lives and our 

world. Change is an individual process. 

It happens from within. We can encour­

age, support, and set good examp les,~,. 

Dwell 
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but change happens one person at 

a time. The worst part of it is, no one 

can change someone else. Just ask any 

therapist. The world can be a better 

p lace- I believe that. But it takes each 

of us making a decision to make per­

sonal change that is meaningful to us. 

It does not work if we b leed our ideas 

or beliefs onto others. 

I love Dwell. It has taught me more 

about design than I ever could have 

learned o n my own. I appreciate the 

variety, perspective, and freshness that 
go into each issue. If an advertiser 

wants to be in your magazine, I say let 

'em! Every one of us has bills to pay 

too, right? If it weren't for advertisers, 

Dwell would not exist. As I fin ish read­

ing Sam Grawe's November 2007 

Editor's Note ("Sustainability 2417"), 

I say, "Rock on, Sam, rock on." 

As for my fel low readers, realize 

that Dwell is a magazine, not your con­

science. You can, will, and should sti ll 
live the way you want to live, irrespec­

tive of what Dwell prints. 

Brad Hess 
Logan, Utah 

With reference to your Perspective 
feature entitled "Pole Position" 

(November 2007, photos by Frank 

Breuer), I feel vindicated in my deci­

sion to photograph an electricity pole 

(supplying just three houses) while 
on vacation in Mykonos, Greece. On 

such a scenically beautiful island. my 
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companions thought I was crazy to be 

photographing such a strange subject! 

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

As a graphic designer, I have 

admired the fact that the core values 

and style of Dwell have not radically 

changed since its inception; yes, there 

is more commercial padding, but that 

only underscores your success in affect­

ing a wider audience. 

Diana St. Clair 
Orlando, Florida 

I share the editor's feelings of sus­

tainabi lity fatigue. I turned the page 

to see that the owner and founder, 
Lara Hedberg Deam, used a variation 

on the current buzzword six or seven 

times in seven paragraphs ("Taking 

Stock"). I thought about going through 

the issue and counting the number 

of t imes the words "sustainable" or 

"sustainability" are used, but I gave up 

after a few pages. 
I recently attended a retreat for law­

yers in which one session was devoted 

to d iscussing how to have a "sustain­

able law practice." I expressed some 

skepticism about the use of the term, 

and it was as if I had just announced 

that there was a box of p lutonium 250 

under someone's chair. 

Notwithstanding my curmudgeonly 

attitude about the overuse of the word 

"sustainability," I will continue to be 

a subscriber because I enjoy the maga­
zine (although it's increasingly hard 

to find the substance between the ad 

pages). My wife and I are trying to be 

good citizens by downsizing whenever 

possible. However, our sustainability 

concerns have more to do with health 

and happiness as we head into our 

later years. 

Tim Hartzer 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Dwell has been my favorite magazine 

since my f irst issue in March of 2003, 

but for some t ime I no longer eagerly 

awaited each issue, and I recently let 

my longstanding subscription lapse. 

Here's why: Dwell used to be ful l of 

beautiful modernist homes, furniture. 

and stories on great designers. I fee l a 
lot like your editor-in-chief Sam Grawe, 

I'm also getting tired of sustainability 

("Sustainability 2417," November 2007). 

Every square inch of Dwell is now 

dedicated to being green, alternative 

energy, sustainability, and recycled 

toi let paper. These subjects are great 

maybe 5 percent of the time, but I am 

no longer interested in wikiups in the 

Arizona desert that are insulated w ith 

straw and mud. I was drawn to your 

magazine for the modern design and 

not the liberal environmentalist high 

horse that I now get un every issue. 

(Good job on the 10 percent post­
consumer recycled f iber!) I would love 

to see Dwell get back on the grid 

with its original content, and I might 
subscribe again. 

Ryan Wolthuis 
South Ogden, Utah 

Because of my attempt to live 

"greener" I am enjoying the November 

2007 issue immensely. I have one 

question about a product that I would 
like to investigate: Please tell me what 

brand of handbag is hanging on the 

Ghost Tree coat tree pictured on page 

130 ("Dwell Labs"). I have attempted to 

use a magnifier to see the red tag on 

the bag, but have not been successful. 

Deborah Ashley 
Normal, Alabama 

Editors' Note: The bag in question is by 
Robert le Heros (robertleheros.com). 

I just finished reading November's 

Dwell Reports ("Ride On!"), usually one 

of my favorite parts of the magazine. 

I was so excited when I saw the cover­

"Pedaling Big Ideas: 6 Great New 

Bicycles"- but ultimately disappointed 

after reading the story, because 

all of the featured bikes are designed 

for guys, w ith the exception of the 

Biomega. How could you have left out 

the Electra Amsterdam? I ride it every­
w here: It's very hip-looking, incredibly 

comfy, has a basket rack, and I can 

ride it in a dress. 

Christine Condren 
Ventura, California 

I am interested in repurposing an 

existing structure for a home (like the 
warehouse in "Light Box," November 

2007). but would like to know more 

Dwell 
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about the process of obtaining per­
mit s, variances, and the like. Has Dwell 

ever published such an article, o r is 
it something you might be interested 
in doing in a future issue? 

Chris Roy 
Los Angeles, California 

Editors' Note: Please check out 
"Renovation 10 1" in our December/ 
January 2006 issue for some great 
ideas on how to get started. 

I 
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Just had to chuckle over your color­

schemed classification system for t he 
Dwell library ("Letters," December/ 
January 2008). While several library 
users have their own suggestions as 
to how to organize a book collection, 
John Dewey's is not one. Melvil Dewey, 
the said "father of librarianship," is the 
namesake of t he classification system 
often used by librarians. 

Johanna Kasubowski 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Correction: The scholarly legacies of 
both Mr. Dewey's-John is known as the 
father of functional psychology-deserved 
greater accuracy .. We regret the error. 

Please write to us: 
Dwell Letters 

40 Gold Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
letters@dwell.com I•• 

SAMUEL HEATH 
for a life less ordi nary 
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lain Aitch 

Dwell's London editor was happy to 

hop on his favorite bus (route number 

19) for the short ride from his home to 

the front door of the diminut ive Front 

to Back House ("Good Mews," p. 128). 

Besides its convenience, he enjoyed 

alighting to the upper level of t he dou­

ble-decker to practice the fine art of 

people watching. He has just complet­

ed his second book on Britain-aptly 

t it led Turned Out Nice Again- which 

will be published by Collins in the UK 

in May. 

Clare Dudman 
Clare Dudman is an award-w inning 

British writer. In her earlier life she was 

a postdoctoral research scientist, a 

teacher, and a university lecturer. She 

now spends her time writing novels 

(One Day the Ice Will Reveal All Its 
Dead and 98 Reasons for Being, pub­

lished by Viking), short stories, poetry, 
and articles. Dudman is also a reluc­

tantly compulsive blogger who deter­

mines her travel it inerary by setting her 

stories in b leak, inaccessible locales. 

In this regard, Oslo in October ("Nice 
Box," p. 114) was quite satisfactory, 

although the arctic wind coming off 

the fjord proved not quite bitter 
enough for her tastes. 

Dwight Eschliman 

San Francisco-based photogirapher 

While on assig nment in Lima, Peru 
("Detour," p. 136), intrepid Los Angeles­
based photographer Joao Canziani took 
time to snap a few g lamour shots of this 
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Dwight Eschliman loved the relat ively 

relaxed vibe of the Backyards 101 ("Set 

Up for Summer," p. 150) photo shoot. 

"Having two days to get one shot was 

great. Being able to think about a shot 

overnight and make tweaks in the 

morning is an unusual luxury." After his 

recent sodium-rich assignment shoot ­

ing salt-and -pepper shakers for our 

December/January 2008 Dwell Labs 

feature, he found the assembled tools 

of backyard relaxation inspiring. "It 

made me want to put a nice outdoor 
chair in the sun and read a book." 

Laurie Frankel 
Laurie Frankel began her career as 

a professional photographer in San 

Francisco after a storied run as a cre­

ative d irector in New York. When faced 

with a sedate assignment- they can't 

all involve wild animals or ersatz t ra­

peze acts- her husband and two sons 

can be counted on to get her creative 

juices flowing. She was pleasantly 

surprised to d iscover that the location 

chosen for our Dwell Reports p hoto 

shoot ("What's Up, Dock?," p. 86)­
design director Kyle Blue's warm and 

welcoming abode- provided her with 

plenty of rockin' inspiration. 

Virginia Gardiner 

One of the founding members of the 

Dwell editorial staff, Virginia Gard iner 

has also served as our New York editor 
and an editor-at-large. She has written 
for publications including Metropolis, 

Blueprint, and the New York Times, 
and is currently pursuing a master's in 
industrial design at t he Royal College 

of Art in London. Taking a g reat inter­
est in how t hings are made, she espe­

cial ly enjoyed seeing how Freedom 

of Creation's manufacturing process 
("Process," p. 107) takes things from 

laser to product. She thinks it's crucial 

for design publications to encourage 

everyone to fully understand t he prov­

enance of objects around them, and 

can often be found looking under the 

proverbial hood. 

Peter Marlow 

Photographer Peter Marlow calls 
London home, but his work allows him 

to continue the globetrotting traits he 

stylish Peruvian hairless "guard" dog 
belonging to M iraflores resident W ilhelm 
Monge. Peruvian dogs say, ";Guau! ;Guau!" 

developed early in his career as an 

international photojournalist . He has 

a g ifted eye for the incidental, and was 

impressed to find the Front to Back 

House ("Good Mews," p. 128) as tidy 

as it was t iny. " I asked Brad and Brian 

to do something domestic. Brad went 

away and came back with the latest 

state-of-the-art matte-b lack Dyson 

machine that looked like something 

out of the space shuttle!" 

Jens Passoth 

For our story on rapid -prototype pio­

neers Freedom of Creation ("Process," 

p. 108), Berlin-based p hotographer 

Jens Passoth headed south to an 

unspectacular commercial area near 

Munich to document a futuristic pro­

cess that designer Janne Kyttanen lik­

ened to an archeological dig. Having 

previously returned from a photo 

shoot for German magazine Die Zeit 

in Togo, Africa, his more recent travels 
afforded him the welcome opportunity 

to once again indulge in some good 

o ld Bavarian roast pork. 

Keith Shore 

Between applying beards and body 

hair to bald, shirtless men, designing 
decks for Listen! Skateboards, and 

providing the art behind the artists 

on MTV.corn's homepage, Trenton, 

New Jersey, illustrator Keith Shore 

added his unmistakable hand-drawn 
aesthetic to the "Make It Yours" section 
of My House ("Double Time," p. 71 ). 

Look for his illustrations in each issue. 

Autumn de Wilde 

Autumn de Wilde ("What 's Up, Dock?," 

p. 86) is a Los Angeles-based photog­

rapher and d irector. Her first book, 

Elliott Smith (Chronicle Books), re leased 
in November 2007, is a col lection of 

her photographs of Smith and stories 
recol lected by friends and musicians. 

Her work has been featured in the 

pages of Vanity Fair, Spin, Elle, and 
Nylon- to name but a few-and on t he 

covers of albums for artists from Beck 

to the White Stripes. She's shot our 
expert Mike Andrews before, b ut this 

was the f irst time at his new pad-

a shared overindulgence in coffee and 

LPs made her feel right at home. 1111 
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Now online ... 
Kitchen Blog 
No kitchen is an island. In fact, because 
the kitchen is so central to our lives, we 
felt it was high t ime to devote a whole 
blog to the belly of the home. Whether 
you're after new gadgets or unlocking 
t he mystery of the "work triangle," look 
to our kitchen mavens to stir things up. 

dwell.com/kitchen 

] 

Video Visits 
Who doesn't love an open house? 
With our video visits, you can peek into 
other people's homes across the coun­
try without buying carbon credits to get 
there. Take a room-to-room tour w ith 
the homeowner as your host, and post 
any quest ions you may have about 
furnishings and finishes. 
dwell.com/video 

Connect the Dots 
Are you the lone modernist in McCall, 
Idaho? Then look to Dwell Connect for 
the like-minded. Whether you want to 

f ind g lass doors, g lass houses, or- like 
one member-solicit advice on how 
to turn a 400-square-foot apartment 
into an A irstream, this is the place to 
f ind those who know, and care, about 
modem design. 

dwell.com/dwellconnect 
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IF THIS SOFA PUTS 
YOUR OTHER FURNITURE 
TO SHAME 
DON'T BLAME US 
Daring and dramatic this sofa may just put your other furniture to shame, with its limelight 
stealing curves and show-stopping color. 
Available in over 80 different fabrics and leathers you're sure to find the perfect style to match 
your home and guarantee you won't end up with the same sofa as your neighbors. 

3-seater, from $ 3 , 2 99 
As shown, $ 3,749 

CA: San Francisco (coming soon), Santa Monica •CO: Denver (coming soon) • CT: Milford 
DC: Georgetown • FL: Jacksonville, Mlam~. Orlando, Tampa • HI: Honolulu • IL: Chicago (coming soon) 
MA: Cambridge• NJ: Livingston, Paramus NY: Carle Place, Chelsea, DUMBO, Madison Ave, Scarsdale, 
So Ho, Upper East Side • OK: Edmond • PA: Philadelphia· TX: Dallas, Houston • VA: Tysons Corner 
WA: Seattle (coming soon) • CANADA: Vancouver. 
For franchise opportunities please contactfranchlse@BoConcept-USA.com. www.BoConcept.com 

urban design 



flNN SflCKS. B&W (S)caesarstone· BJ Electrolux 
Qu.-rt:e.S.urf1ces the dwell homes BowersA.Wlrillllt 

KOHLER. [ill] ~J. Qf. 0 RTE • eLIGHTING 
by Empyrean 

Modem Ufesty/e Designs 

Rebuilding. Now and for the futu re. Now offering NextHouse, a stunning new modern design concept 
by Empyrean International. Call Empyrean (800) 727-3325 or visit our website www.thedwellhomes.com 



Redefining the equation: 

italydesign.com = ( quality 11 x selection2
) + availability 

Thai bed with electronically controlled 
headboard storage units and cantilevered night stands 

Saarinen table with g lass top and chairs 

ltalydesign 
1290 Powell Street, Emeryville, CA 94608 
tel 510-420-0383, fax 510-428-1251 
www.italydesign.com info@italydesign.com 
Most items in stock for immediate delivery. 

Barcelona Bed Collection 

italy 
design 

.com 
MADE I N ITALY 





March Calendar 
Important dates in art and design, with 
architecture thrown in for good measure: 
Welcome to Dwell's timeline of t he month. 

Dwell 

March 2 (2008) 
Wild Choir: Cinematic Portraits by 
Jeremy Blake closes at the Corcoran 
Museum of Art, Washington. DC. 

CONTENTS 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Fluttodish 
ByCinzia Ruggeri for NITO 
rapsel.it 
Part of NITO's fluid new Flutto 
line of bathroom accessories 
for Italian company Rapsel, this 
wavy-lipped ceramic dish man­
ages to emulate oil mid-splash 
without looking crude. (above) 
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PRODUCTS 

Silence rug 
By Permafrost designstudio 
permafrost.no 
Winter wonderlands might be 
a fast-fading memory, but 
Norwegian design studio Perma­
frost lives up to its name with 
this winsome wool rug bearing 
the unmelting tracks of a snow­
bounding Thumper. (right) 

March S (2008) 
Ed Rossbach Fibe r Art from the Daphne 
Farago Collect ion closes at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston. 

Dwell 
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IN THE MO DERN W ORLD PRODUCTS 

, 

Fiducia vases and candlesticks 
By Louise Campbell for Kahler 
kaehlerkeramik.com 
Like preschoolers holding hands 
to cross the street, this delight­
fully diverse collection of mag­
netically attached ceramic vases 
and candlesticks is the tabletop 
definition of adorable. (below) 

\ 1 

Tiles wallpaper 
By Hanna Werning 
byhanna.com 
Swedish designer Hanna 
Werning's new wallpaper was 
inspired by Italian tiles, and it 
patterns perfectly to transform 
any room into a paradise under 
the Tuscan sun.Available by 
the sheet, it can also be hung 
as a poster. (right) 

I \ I ~ 

March7 (1931 ) 
Dutch painter Theo van Doesburg, founder 
of the De Stijl movement, d ies. 
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Diana+ camera 
By Lomographic Society 
International 
lomoqraphy.com/diana 
With iPhoto fixes and Adobe apps 
offering digital absolution for our 
megapixel sins, it's heartening 
to know that the Lomographic 
Society International continues 
to fulfill the needs of the world's 
Luddite shutterbugs. Having 

already established a cult follow­
ing with multilens cameras such 
as the SuperSampler and Action­
Sampler, Lomo has resurrected 
the legendarily lo-fi Diana, with 
all of its endearing idiosyncra­
sies still intact. Half-sister to the 
equally adored Holga,Diana+ is a 
fantastic plastic point-and-shoot 
that's more than the sum of its 
imperfect, light-leaking parts. 

. .. .. · · · · ~~ ····•• ..... ·-······ ......... ·-·· .... . . .. - . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . ....... ...... ... . .. 
t .·:·. .·:·. • ! =·: ! ! ! =·: i ! .·:·. .·:·. • , ... ··-. . .... . ....... ·•·•··· . . . ... ··-...... . .. · ·.::.. ·.::... .. .... : : ....... : :. :. . . .::. . ·.::.· 
: ~:::;·; r~:::;·a r e:: .. -::::::·.·=====: ;:::;·; r;:::,·1 r 
: i e::_.: i i :::.: i ·:; ·:; I :::.: i i :: .: i • 
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March 13 (1781) 
German neoclassical architect Karl Friedrich 
Schinkel is born. 

Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Clear 
Futurist 
London's Bartlett school of 
Architecture proves itself once 
again to be one of the most 
interesting design schools in 
the world today-and professor 
Nie Clear is perhaps its most 
imaginative representative. 

For the past decade, students 
enrolled in Clear's Unit 15 have 
used the tools of cinema and 
film production to tum out short 
classics of architectural science 
fiction. Employing narrative, 
animation, real-time actors, and 
Hollywood-quality special effects, 
often all at the same time, Clear's 
studios are one part Archigram, 
one part Steven Spielberg- with 
a dash of Fritz Lang's Metropolis 
thrown in for good measure. 
But it's not a film studio, Clear 
is quick to point out: "We are an 
architecture unit that uses film." 

Speculation 
48 March 2oos 

One of Clea r's former students, 
Peter Kidger, produced a short 
film called The Berlin Infection in 
which we see the building stock 
of London becoming literally 
infected with the city of Berlin. 
We watch the entire skyline 
transform, sprouting TV towers 
as airborne clouds of architecture 
form flocks in the sky, gradually 
reassembling into buildings. 
Then there is After the Rain by Ben 
Olszyna-Marzys, set in a London 
both Edenic and postapocalyptic: 
This is London, full of rock 
arches and jungle canopies, con­
sumed with heavy vegetation and 
drowning in lagoons of industrial 
waste. The Millennium Dome 
and Tower Bridge compete with 
herds of giraffes and elephants for 
the viewer's enthralled attention. 
Other works present us with ma­
chines, robots, and the animated 
mathematics of Baroque statuary. 

With the help of a teaching 
assistant, Simon Kennedy, Profes­
sor Clear instructs his students 

in Studio Max and Maya, among 
other software packages. "Post­
production software, like After 
Effects and Shake, has become 
hugely important," Clear explains. 
And though "the key is to deve­
lop the right tools for the right 

, project," he adds, "the students' 
films should be idea-led," not 
mere demonstrations of style 
or digital technique. 

They're not just eye candy, 
either. Each film functions as an 
architectural proposal- or as an 
avant-garde form of urban analy­
sis, albeit of a decidedly futuristic 
kind. This suits Clear just fine. 
"Film can be a much more appro­
priate way of training architects 
than the traditional reliance 
on orthographic representation," 
says Clear, who also once studied 
philosophy, "and the skills 
learned in film production are 
great for transferring to conven­
tional architecture. Even at the 
most basic organizational level, 
film is all about the flow of 

information. A decision you 
make now can have enormous 
consequences later." 

Clear, a trained architect him­
self, has even bigger plans, curat­
ing a film festival for London's 
Barbican Arts Centre in the fall 
of2oos,and editing a publication 
about film, British novelist J. G. 
Ballard, and archi tectural design. 

"This type of work opens up 
a whole new series of possibilities 
about what architecture is," Clear 
explains. "The availability of film 
tools fulfills a deep-seated need 
in architecture to communicate 
beyond an architectural audience. 
But for all my polemic about the 
spatial, immersive, experiential, 
and narrative qualities of film, 
the main reason I teach this way 
is because it is so much fun." 

TWo scenes from A~er the Rain 
by Ben Olszyna-Marzys: London is 
recast as a postindustr ial Eden, 
both polluted and utopi an. 
bartlett.ucl.ac.uk 
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San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
151 Third Street 415.357.4000 www.sfmoma.org 

GorJon M.Hta·Clark .. 5p/irtmg ,-.rill), 1974; Collec[ion SFMOM.A; g1(1 of the E~rnu~ of GorJ~n Matt.i-Clark;© 2008 but~ of Gordon "-fatt.l·Clark/Arri"t" Rlgh1~ Sooety (ARS).1'"~· Ycirk 
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CALL 1-888-POUFORM 
TO CONNECT WITH 
THE SHOWROOM NEAREST YOU 

FOR A CATALOG OF OUR 
COLLECTIONS: KITCHEN, LIVING 
ROOM.WARDROBE BEDROOM 
VISIT WWW.POLIFORMUSA.COM 

SHOWROOMS: ALBANY, 
ASHVILLE. ATLANTA, AUSTIN, 
BOSTON, CHICAGO. DALLAS. 
DENVER, HARTSDALE, HOUSTON, 
INDIANAPOUS, LAS VEGAS, 
LONG ISLAND. LOS ANGELES, 
MIAMI, MINNEAPOLIS, MONTREAL, 
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PITTSBURGH RENO, 
SAN FRANCISCO, SAN JUAN. 
SANTA CRUZ, SEATTLE, 
STAMFORD, ST. LOUIS. 
SUN VALLEY, TORONTO 
VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON D C. 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

china Design Now 
The Victoria C7 Albert Museum 
March 15-July 13, 2008 

vam.ac.uk 

China comes to London this sum­
mer as the V&A opens its galler­
ies to a nation that has, in turn, 
opened itself to the world. 

With China transforming itself 
into an Olympic venue, a military 
and economic powerhouse, and 
an aggressive new center for sci­
ence and research- not to men­
tion the world's largest industrial 
polluter-it's also become an 
exhilarating, if unexpected, home 
for contemporary art and design. 
Politics, pollution, population, 
and breakneck market growth 
overlap to inspire one of the 
world's most dynamic art scenes, 
as whole cities take shape in the 
blink of an eye. 

As comprehensive as it is ener­
getic, China Design Now distills 
a whole country's worth of art and 
design into a well-focused look 
at work from boomtowns Beijing, 

52 March 2008 

EXHIBITIONS 

Shenzhen, and Shanghai.Not 
limited to the odd chair or poster, 
this show touches on "architec­
ture, fashion, youth culture and 
graphics as well as film, pho­
tography, product and furniture 
design, and digital media." 

Just in time to start 2008 

Olympics fever, China Design 
Now gives Londoners a prescient 
glimpse of what's taking shape 
over the design horizon. 

March 13 (2008) 
Alison Watt: Phantom opens at 
the Nat ional Gallery, London. 

L. A twisted poster by Chen 
Shaohua for an exhi bi tion on 
graphic design in China, 1992. 
2. Beijing' s main stadium for the 
2008 Summer Olympics, designed 
by Herzog & de Meuron. Known 
as the Bird' s Nest , the stadi um 
is wxapped i n a structural cobweb 
of intricatel y frt: steel beams. 
3 . Image for a magazine cover 
by Chen Man, 2004. 
4 . The Soft: Touch Pearls of 
the Orient, by Wing Shya· La· La­
Production, 1995. 
5. Hi Panda by Ji Ji , 2006. 
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ARIZONA 
Phoenix. The Cons.iruction Zone 
Tucson, ~ome ..... orYs. Cab1netf"y 

CALIFORNIA 
Cos' a Mesa. Stud o Pacifica 
lag.Jn' Beach, Euro Kitchen and Both Corp 
San Diego. EKD Group 
San Francisco, Kor ls. and Knight 

West rl0llywood Cooper Design Groep 

DELAWARE 
Wdm1ngton. G org1 K ·ch ens Inc 

FLORIDA 

602 230.0383 
520 296 4440 

714 24 .0 I 
9.;9 494 334 
858-755-·'755 
415 558.881 
31 O.o59 8222 

30? 762 I 2 

Hobe Sound. The K11chM Strand 772-546-1306 
Sarasota. Eurotcch Cab1net .. y Inc. 0 -t 351.6557 
W<!!1 P,1m S.·ac~ Rvnonc K tchen "''d lldtn Center 56 8"5 7337 

GEORGIA 
Ros ..... cl,, S iuor <1tchcn~ Inc 770 6·13.9000 

HAWAII 
Honofu u, LdeHyle J( tchens 808 523 9688 

ILLINOIS 
Chicaio de Giulio k tchen ceS'gn 847 256.8933 
W lmette de G1ul•o k tchen des gn 8~7 256 8833 

MAINE 
Por·lanrl New· 1Norld K tchen~ 207-76 -456 

MARYLAND 
Chevy Cti.l;e, Tuni:> K tchen .i'ld Bath 30 652.551 l 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Bo>ton. F 'tings nc 6 7 350.0001 
Nor·h Ad.1rn<. Benchrnarv Knd1en< 413664 0078 
We es1e, Hills. Arch1•ectur=il K1~cl"lens Inc 78 239 9750 

MICHIGAN 
81rm1ng~~m. Cacien Design Group 248 203.6006 

NEVADA 
l~s V<"g•F Br-ol"<i;. ;tno Fa1,-ch1ld 702 ~56 9033 

NEW JERSEY 
Manalapan. Cat- ·con K tchen aod Ba1h 732 536 111 
M~own Come~coe USA 856.~34.0066 

R.dge·:.·ood, The H1.1mmer and Nail 201 411 1650 

1.800.387.5712 

www.artcraftkitchens.com 

NEW YORK 

Briarcliff Manor B1 otta Kitchens of Bnarcl1ff 914 762 3432 

Mamaroneck B lotta Home Center 914 381 7734 

Moun~ K sea, Bilotta K tcher"ls of Mount Kisco 914 242 1022 

New York B1lot~a Kitchens of New York. 212.'186 6338 

ALBERTA 

Edmonton t-leart Knchen ind BotM 100 -rn 100 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Vancouver. Redl K tchen Studio Inc 604.b8 I 4·157 

ONTARIO 

N1agard Fd 1:,. Ai tcraft Kitc.he'1s 905 35·1 5657 

Oa"v lie Oakv !e Kitchen Centre 905.827 4611 

OU<hvd. Des gn first lnter101 s bl J Sb2 2bS5 

Picker ng. Binn~ K tchei1 ano Barn Design 905 509 5555 

Toronto, Di.:~bar and Ross Ltd 4 b.·186.9015 

Toronto, B nns <1tchen Jnd Bath Des gn ·i I 6 286 2222 

<>Arte raft 
k t c h e n s® 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD EXHIBITIONS 

------------------------------ -------------------- ----------- -:--- --- -- ---- -- --- --- ---- -- -- --- ----- --- -------- --- ----- -------

Cut: Revealing the Section 
San Francisco Museum 
of Modem Art 
February 8-June 8, 2008 
sfnwma.or9 
The architectural section- an 
imaginary slice taken through a 
building- goes behind the facade 
to give us a Tetris-like look at 
how the spaces of a building stack 
up. This inspired new show at 
SFMOMA brings the section out 
front to celebrate its special view. 

54 March 2008 

' 

The Magnificent Piranesi 
The Getty Villa 
December 6, 2007-March 10, 2008 
9etty.edu 
Famed 18th-century engraver 
Giovanni Battista Piranesi wields 
a vast conceptual influence over 
even today's most avant-garde 
architecture. His name has even 
entered the field's vocabulary: 
A space is "Piranesian" if its sheer 
detail and complexity, wed with 
grand spaces and long halls, 

make it sublime to perceive. The 
technically brilliant and prolific 
artist was also a lover of ruins; 
he traveled widely, documenting 
nearly everything he saw- from 
cisterns and forts to cornices and 
columns- and he was a trained 
architect to boot. 

Dwell 
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We don't want lo blow your mind, so lei's just say our wireless network installation opens 
up a world of possibilities for your new laptop. Printing. file sharing, interactive video 
chats -you name it, and a properly configured wireless network can make it happen. 
Look at that, we explained some of the benefits of wireless and no one's head exploded 
We're better at this than we thought. 

0 
CONSULT INSTALL SECURE MAINTAIN 

Go ahead. Use us. 

C>py g t d O' 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Urban 
Studio 

,,-\ 
\ 

Lillie and James Marshall-the 
heart and soul of Greensboro, 
North Carolina's, working-class 
neighborhood of Glenwood­
were in a pickle. Their home of 
40 years was a century old, 
condemned, and destined for 
demolition: Indoor water flow­
ed via an outdoor hose, leaks 
outnumbered outlets, and 
when it rained, a river literally 
ran through it. But help was 
about to come knocking from 
an unlikely source. 

Assistant professor of interior 
architecture Robert Michel 
Charest-an architect originally 
from Montreal, Quebec- is the 
director of an innovative design/ 
build studio course at the Univer­
sity of North Carolina- Greens­
boro. Charest rallied businesses 
(Lowe's), bureaucrats (a simpatico 
Dan curry at the Department of 
Housing and Community Devel­
opment), and benefactors; in 
the process, he taught 20 tireless 
students-most of them with 
no previous construction experi­
ence-the lesson of a lifetime. 

Those accepted to Urban Studio 
01 (number two is already under 
way) had a daunting assignment: 
to design and build a new home 
for the Marshalls in under four 
months, for less than $50,000. For 
Charest, the biggest initial chal­
lenges were ancillary: "I tried 
very hard to involve everyone in 

the process, from the administra­
tion to civil servants to building 
inspectors. Once you break 
through the red tape, everything 
goes much more smoothly." 

Reclaimed and sustainable 
materials were used whenever 
possible: floors from a Jim Beam 
distillery, baseboards milled from 
the house's wood concrete foot­
ing forms, and Trex fascia boards, 
a rot-proof composite decking 
product made of recycled plastic 
and wood. They were even able to 
salvage the Marshalls' old mantel, 
a perfect place upon which to 
display cherished mementos. 

Charest and his students' effoxts 
were inspired by the indomitable 
Lillie and James Marshall . 
i arcurbanstudio .blogspot. com 

Nice Modernist 
56 March 2008 

Scott 
Amr on 

The Kill Your Television cam­
paign may be tired, but the Kill 
Your Power outlets crusade has 
just begun, with scott Amron 
at the forefront.Amron has 
come up with a design solution 
to kill off the "vampire power" 
that seeps into the plugged-in 
power cords of idle electronics, 
wasting both energy and mon­
ey. It's called Die Electric, after 
the technical term dielectric, 
which describes nonconduc­
tive materials. The Die Electric 
product line consists of non­
electrical accessories such as 
toothbrush holders, hooks, and 
even tiny flowerpots that plug 
in, turning power outlets into 
hassle-free wall-mounting de­
vices. In protest against wasted 
energy,Amron's products form 
a steadfast collection of passive 
resisters, as potent a barrier 
to vampire power as garlic is 
to Dracula. 

What's your ideal working 
environment? 

A place where engineers are per­
mitted the same self-indulgent 
creative freedom as artists; a 
Tudor near the beach in the woods 
with a FedEx, a Dunkin' Donuts, 
and a Pathmark close by. 

What novels, music, or films 
keep you inspired? 

I'm more affected by textbooks 

Q&A 

than by novels-Physics by 
Hecht. The music of Jack White, 
Mars Volta, and Sarah Vaughan. 
The film Ed Wood. 

What's your dream commis­
sion-and what do you wish 
you'd designed? 

I'd love to design an electric 
car, pickup truck, or motorcycle 
for Ford, or anything for Prada. 
I wish I'd thought ofYouTube 
or MySpace. I wish I'd written 
the song "Plateau" by the Meat 
Puppets or "Death to Birth" by 
Michael Pitt. I wish I'd come up 
with Being John Malkovich or 
directed Buffalo 66 or '.Ifie Libertine. 

Is there a specific object 
that changed how you think 
about design? 

Maarten Baas's Smoke piano and 
his entire Smoke collection of 
burnt furniture, for its beauty in 
asymmetrical ruin, restoration, 
and acceptance. 

What three buzzwords do 
you never want to hear 
applied to your own work? 

"Blobject" creeps me out. 
"Wasteful" and "pointless" are 
to be avoided. 

A cut and coiled power cord makes 
a handy over-sink holder for a 
toothbrush or a tiny water cup. 
dieelectric . org 

Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Sausage chair 
By Nanna IJ Jergen Ditzel 
artek.6 
The Sausage chair (originally 
called the Ring chair) has been 
reissued, and with the hanging 
wicker Egg chair- also by the 
Ditzels- it's an important pai:t 

of a balanced design breakfast. 
(above) 

March 16(1972) 

FURNITURE 

The Pruitt-Igoe public housing complex is 
demolished in St. Louis; Charles Jencks calls 
this "the day Modern Architecture died." 

58 March 2008 

Stout light 
ByTomDixon 
tomdixon.net 
Dixon's 20-inch-diameter hand­
beaten brass pendant may 
wear black on the outside, but 
it's a golden boy at heart. (above) 

March 16 (2008) 

Pillow chair 
By Anna Thomas for Loyal 
Loot Collective 
loyal/oot.com 
With tailoring inspired by the 
fashion and textile industry, 
this leather-topped lounger is 
a Daliesque ode to our favorite 
pastime: napping. (below) 

Dirty Work: Landscape in the Non-Formal 
City in the Americas closes at the Harvard 
Graduate School Design, Cambridge, MA. 

Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

LlO washbasin 
By Norbert Wangenfor Boffi 
bo(fi.com 
Made of a solid block of white 
Carrara marble, this minimalist 
cabinet or wall-mounted wash­
basin is one of the sleekest (and 
shallowest) sinks we've ever 
seen. (above) 

60 March 2008 

FURNITURE 

Side chair One 
By Alexander Kneller 
alexanderhneller.com 
With its angles, planes, and 
intimidating presence, the Side 
Chair One is table, chair, and 
geometry lesson rolled up in one. 
(below) 

LinkLight task lamp 
By Peter Stathis for Pablo 
pablodesiqns.com 
Its design is almost retro-artic­
ulated tension-controlled arm, 
UFO-like LED light source, and 
sturdy, wide stance- but the 
LinkLight signals the return of 

,..... ___ _..ac<>k\:op lighting that knows 
how to get the job done. 

March 21 (1887) 
Expressionist architect Erich Mendelsohn, 
who designed the Einstein Tower in 
Potsdam (1920-2 1 ), is born. 

(,opyr 
Dwell 





IN THE MODERN WORLD BOOKS 

UN MONUMENT.AL 
THE OBJECT IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

March 31 (1889) 
The Eiffel Tower is inaugurated in Paris. 

62 Ma rch 2.008 Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Houses We Love 

sagaponac House 
SOuthampton, New York 
Stan Allen Architect 
stanallenarchitect.com 

66 March 2008 Dwell 
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eamese side chair 
1948 for herman miller 

herman miller knoll kartell flos vitra artifort alessi alias fritz hansen cassina cherner emeco heller iit tala montis and more! 

visit www.hlvemodern.com or call toll free 1 866 663 4483 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PERMANENT COLLECTION OF THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART, LOS ANGELES 

KAI ALTHOFF RICHARD ARTSCHWAGER JO BAER JOHN BALDESSARI JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT 
LARRY BELL BI LLY AL BENGSTON WALLACE BERMAN ALIGHIERO BOETTI LEE BONTECOU 
MICHAEL BORREMANS MAURIZIO CATTELAN VIJA CELMINS JOHN CHAMBERLAIN LARRY CLARK 
BRUCE CONNER JOSEPH CORNELL WILLEM DE KOONING RICHARD DIEBENKORN RINEKE 
DIJKSTRA PETER DOIG JEAN DUBUFFET MARLENE DUMAS SAM DURANT JEAN FAUTRIER 
ERIC FISCHL JUDY FISKIN DAN FLAVIN SAM FRANCIS ROBERT FRANK LEE FRIEDLANDER 
TOM FRIEDMAN ISA GENZKEN ALBERTO GIACOMETTI ROBERT GOBER FELIX GONZALEZ-TORRES 
ARSHILE GORKY ANDREAS GURSKY JIM HODGES ROBERT IRWIN JASPER JOHNS DONALD JUDD 
CRAIG KAUFFMAN ON KAWARA MIKE KELLEY ELLSWORTH KELLY WILLIAM KENTRIDGE 
ANSELM KIEFER FRANZ KLINE JEFF KOONS BARBARA KRUGER LIZ LARNER SOL LEWITT 

COLLECTING COLLECTIONS 
ROY LICHTENSTEIN MORRIS LOUIS LORETTA LUX ROBERT MANGOLD BRICE MARDEN 
AGNES MARTIN GORDON MATTA-CLARK JOHN MCLAUGHLIN PIET MONDRIAN MALCOLM MORLEY 
ED MOSES LEE MULLICAN BRUCE NAUMAN CHRIS OFILI CLAES OLDENIBURG LAURA OWENS 
RAYMOND PETTIBON LARI PITTMAN SIGMAR POLKE KENNETH PRICE RICHARD PRINCE MEL RAMOS 
NED RAUCH ROBERT RAUSCHENBERG CHARLES RAY BRIDGET RILEY JAMES ROSENQUIST 
MARK ROTHKO ED RUSCHA JIM SHAW PETER SHELTON CINDY SHERMAN AARON SISKIND 
DAVID SMITH ROBERT SMITHSON YUTAKA SONE FRANK STELLA HIROSHI SUGIMOTO ATSUKO TANAKA 
ANTONI TAPIES. RICHARD TUTILE LUC TUYMANS CY TWOMBLY ANDY WARHOL LAWRENCE WEINER 
MATTHIAS WEISCHER FRANZ WEST HANNAH WILKE GARRY WINOGRAND CHRISTOPHER WOOL 

FEB 10-MAY 19, 2008 I MOCA GRAND AVENUE 

MO[A THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART, LOS ANGELES INFO 213/626-6222 moca.org 
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Sustainable design is an environmentally responsible way to help lower the carbon footprint of homes 

in the environment and the community. With increasing concerns regarding climate change, energy usage, 

indoor air quality, and emissions, engaging an AIA Architect is critical. 

AIA Architects can work with you to integrate aspects of sustainable design into your next project. 

Reduce energy usage and emissions, use more environmentally sustainable materials, improve indoor air quality, 

and create a greener footprint. Working within your budget and designing with the 

environment in mind, AIA Architects walk the walk. 

AIA Architects walk the walk on sustainable design. 

Walk the Walk 
Arcrutects leading the Sustainable fvolutionsM 

~ 

iTt 
·~· THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

Join us and together we can walk 

towards a more sustainable future, visit 

www.aia.org/ walkthewalk 



The last time Blake Trabulsi and 

Allison Orr had a party at their house 

in Austin, Texas, it lasted until 5 a.m. 

Observes Trabulsi: "People are so 
comfortable here, they never want to 

leave." That cou ld have something 

to do w ith the gentle mien and modest 

scale of the couple's ten rooms- half 
in a 1930s bungalow and half in a new 

addition by Rick Black Architect (the 

Austin partnership of husband-and­

wife architects Rick and Cindy Black). 

As Trabulsi, a graphic designer, and 

Orr, a choreographer, explain it, they 

aimed to expand w ithout making the 

original obsolete. Here's their story. 

As told to Fred A. Bernstein 
Photos by Jack Thompson 
lllustrations by Keith Shore 

Dwell 

Trabulsi: We'd been living here since 

1999, and when our rent went up, we 

asked o ur land lord if we could buy it. 

It's in one of the oldest neighborhoods 

in Austin-Just five minutes from down­

town, on a quiet residential street with 

a variety of architectural styles. 

Orr: We thought about moving. But 
we love our neighbors; we just couldn't 

leave them. And the house had a sense 

of history to it, which is important to 
us. But we needed a bigger kitchen­

the old one was tiny- and the master 

bathroom was pretty gross. And 

because I work at home I needed to 

be able to commute to a room where fl•· 

Allison Orr (above) stands in the kitchen; 
the new half of the house is behind her. Blake 
Trabulsi (right) dressed up the front yard by 
adding bright colors to the 1930s facade . 
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MY HOUSE 

---

I could close the door behind me. 

The idea was to create a separation 
between home and office. 

..... .. 

Trabulsi: We talked about a two­

story addition. But it would have been 

way out of our budget, and it would 

have overwhelmed the existing house. 
We figured out early on that we didn't 

want to build something so large that 
the old spaces wouldn't be used. 

Orr: Even though we ended up 

doubling the size of the house, it still 

h<is <i "fegular" scale. 

Trabulsi: There's no wasted space. 
We give credit to Rick and Cindy 

for that Their own house- which they 

72 March 2008 

desig ned-is only 980 square feet 

Orr: They're good role models for us. 

Trabulsi: And it helps that we spent a 

year in the design p hase, al l of us think­
ing about the house and refining it. 

Orr: It feels open when you walk in; 

you can see all the way through to the 

backyard. Yet as you p roceed further, 

the volume changes and things reveal 

themselves. There are a lot of little spac­

es w here you can have conversations. 

The house really encourages- and 

I know this may sound cheesy- connec­

tions between people. 

Trabulsi: The living room was rela­
t ively narrow, and w hen we set up the 

The living room (above) isn't large, but its 
high ceil ing makes it feel airy, and furniture 
on slender legs allows light and air to circu­
late through the space. The kitchen (right) 

space, I knew that everyone would be 

facing the wall with the TV and audio 

equipment. One of my clients has 

a home design shop, w here I noticed 
the tree wallpaper. I thought it would 

be a perfect graphic element for that 

wall- the t ree design would add depth 

to the space. And it would cont inue the 

forest t heme, picking up on the wood­

work that we used in the add it ion. 

Orr:. The new rooms are modern­

the bathroom is pract ically a spa- but 

they never feel stark or impersonal. 

Trabulsi: One interesting thing is that 

you walk through the shower t o get 

to the bathtub. It was something Rick II•· 

links the new and old parts of the house; 
fittingly, its style is somewhere between tra­
ditional and modern. A kitchen wall makes 
room for a fridge and roll-out shelving. 

Dwell 
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Celebrate the Everyday 

Fabulous doesn't have to be formal. The unique design you seek. w ith the handcrafted quality you demand. Equally beautiful as a setting 

for Sunday brunch or an imprompt u workspace, our furnit ure fits t he way you live, every day. In stock and ready for delivery. 

Room&Board® 
HOME FURNISHINGS 

Chicago Denve1" Minneapolis New Yo1·k San Francisco South Coast Plaza Village room a ndboard.com 800.952.8455 
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MY HOUSE 

74 March 2008 

and Cindy proposed as a way of 

dealing with the fact that we wanted 

a shower and a tub, but we didn't have 

a lot of space to p lay with. We resisted­

we thought it wouldn't be convenient­

but in fact it worked out perfectly: We 

have one contained wet area. 

Orr: We weren't trying to do an au­

thentic restorat ion. It was more about 

respecting the house's basic elements. 

Trabulsi: The kitchen countertop 

is Fireslate. I like its color (black] and 

texture [matte). I l ike that it's durable 

and not too precious. We chose white 

appliances, instead of stainless steel, 

which we felt worked better with the 

A back patio (left), designed by Allison's 
sister, Jennifer Orr, a landscape architect, 
opens to the living room and to the office 
(above). The office also contains a platform, 

bright, open feeling that we were 

going for. But even with all the open­

ness, there's also quiet. 

Before we built the addit ion, I kept 

my drums in an enclosed back porch, 

which d idn't even have a door on it. 

When I played, you heard it everywhere. 

So in the renovation, we made sure 

the back room where I play has sound­

proofing in the walls. 

Orr: I wake up and lie in bed and 

look at the woodwork around the 

doors and w indows, and how light 

bounces off things, and I think about 

how beautiful it is. I never did that in 

the old house. IP·· 

where Blake practices drums (or naps with 
daughter Genevieve); it adjoins a light-filled 
guest bathroom (bottom right). The trio 
also nap in the master bedroom (top right). 

Dwell 
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MY HO USE 

Seeing the Forest for the A/ V 
The couple was determined to make the 
most of a fairly narrow living room. Because 
the sofa would be facing the wall with the 
TV and stereo, Trabulsi covered that surface 
in wal lpaper, choosing a forest pattern 
that would create an illusion of depth. The 
wallpaper (the Woods pattern by Cole & 
Son) also referred back to the tongue-and­
groove oak boards that form a canopy over 
the room's "media wall." cole-and-son.com 

iPaint 
The couple wanted to retain the b unga­
low's humble 1930s facade, but couldn't 
resist adding some color. Cutting d own o n 
the guess (and grunt) work, they lit upon 
the yellow-and-sage green motif using 
Benjamin Moore's Personal Color Viewer 
software (available for $10), which lets you 
"paint" digital photos of your house on 
your computer. benjaminmoore.com 
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Make It Yours 
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Beat Box 
Trabulsi needed a place to play his drums 
at night. But d rums waste a lot of floor 
space when they aren't being used. So in 
the large room in the back of the house, 
the architects created a platform for him 
to play on. When there are overnight 
guests, he simply stores his DW drum set 
inside the platform, and, with the addition 
of an inflatable mattress, turns the band­
stand into a bed. dwdrums.com 

Ramped Up 
After 70 years, the cedar posts holding 
up the house had begun to rot. Saving the 
litera lly sinking house required replacing 
the posts with concrete piers and raising 
it so t he exterior woodwork would no 
longer touch the ground. But the couple, 
who have several friends in wheelchairs, 
kept it accessible and added a little 
architectural drama by creating a ramp 
that leads to t he new side entrance . Im 

Dwell 
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OFF THE GRID 

Solid Gold 

Story by Geoff Manaugh 
Photos by Doug Fogelson/ DRFP 

80 March 2008 

When it comes to material originality, 

this former tavern in Chicago's trendy 

Bucktown neighborhood p ulls out 
all the stops. Case in point? Colorful 
p ieces of broken LPs are visible in 

the g lass aggregate flooring of the 

upstairs master bathroom-which the 

architects made from the pulverized 

remains of old vinyl records. 

Gut-renovated by local firm 

Wilkinson Blender Architecture, the 

house is also comprehensively green. 

Its noteworthy design features include 

the use of reclaimed timber salvaged 
from the original roof structure; a roof 

garden, complete with wind turbines 

and easily maintained solar arrays; 

and 15 geothermal wells drilled into 

the ground beneath the basement. A 

quiet bank of electrical converters now 

b links in a cel lar control room, tracking 
each one of these renewable inputs. 

What's more, the architects used 

a South Chicago bulk recycling firm, 

Chicago's former Wis Tavern Building stands 
radiant in the summer sunshine (top) as 
wind turbines spin smoothly in the breeze; 
games and toys await in the entryway (left). 

Recycl ing Services Incorporated, to 

process as much as 80 percent of 

construct ion waste generated during 
renovation. All of these steps have 
made this the first LEED for Homes 

Gold-certified house in Illinois, and 

only th e eighth such residence in the 

United States. 

The spacious home, complete with 

guest bedroom on the ground floor, 

is owned by husband-and-wife record 

producers Frank and Lisa Mauceri. 

The house also doubles as their office. 

Entering, you step into what first 

appears to be an arcade or public 
fun room, complete with a videogame 

console, robotic toys, and a regulation 

Ping-Pong table- but this is where 

the Mauceris go to work. A paperless 

work surface off to one side rests 

in indirect light beneath a canopy of 
artfully m isused sound-dampening 

textiles. Found throughout the house 

are framed, original hand-drawn 11>· 
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OFF THE GRID 

8 2 March 2008 

The house is ablaze with juxtaposed colors 
and materials; Reclaimed timber stairs cl imb 
past unfinished b rick while a Ligne Reset 
chair rests on the terrazzo floor. 0 p . 1 7 4 

I\~ 

il lustrations that fi rst appeared in 
1950s science-fiction magazines, as 
well as autographed posters from the 
giants of American skateboarding. 

It's once you get up onto the roof, 
however, that the excitement begins. 
Walking past the upstairs kitchen, w ith 
its lavender cab inetry offset by f iery 
orange Panelite doors, you take one 
final fl ight of stairs- and d iscover 
that the roof all but hums w ith green 
build ing techno logy. 

Overlooking an open fi re p it, two 
recliners, and a patch of wi ldflowers is 

the building's most visually distinct 

feature: a pair of wind turbines, turning 
smoothly inside their bright orange 
steel frames. Built by Bil Becker 
of Aerotecture Internat ional from his 
own p roprietary design, the machines 

are more like "spinning, sculptural 
artworks," Lisa says. Each one is "like 
a DNA helix constructed out of p lastic," 

Frank adds. "On a Friday night, the 

The galley kitchen (top right) lets natural 
light pass throughout the house; the floor of 
the master bathroom (top left) sparkles with 
the remains of pulverized LPs. 

waiters at the restaurant across the 
street spend as much time answering 
questions about what's happening 
on our roof as they do talking about 
the restaurant's menu." 

The Mauceris' turbines literally set a 
legal precedent for the city of Chicago. 
Before this renovation, the Windy City's 
building code allowed no variances for 
turbines in its residential height restric­
t ions. But an official (and permanent) 
update has been added to the books. 

The turbines were also designed 
to be visib le to birds, preventing the 

winged creatures from flying into their 
spinning surfaces. After all, the last 
thing the homeowners need is to find 
themselves harming local wi ldlife in 
the name of being green. 

If making t heir house as sustainable 

as possible was the Mauceris' way 
of g reening their record company­
ironically named Smog Veil Records­

then the results so far spell success. II• 
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OFF THE GRID WIND TURBINES 

Going With the Wind 
The house's twin-rotor, vertica l-axis wind 
turbines are quite a sight to see. Stylistically 
unique yet perfectly functional. the units 
were custom built to a p roprietary design 
by Bil Becker of Aerotecture International, 
a Chicago-based firm. 

In 32·mph winds, each turbine generates 
up to 1,000 watts of "battery-free" electricity, 
which is "conditioned" by inverters in the 
basement. The whole system is extremely 
easy to maintain, requiring an inspection 
only once a year, and the units come with 
a phenomenal 30-year life expectancy. 

The tu rbines' translucent helical shells 
a re also gently rounded and highly visible­
and thus safe to birds. 11111 

The roof is decked out with 30 solar panels 
and a rain catching roof garden (above), so 
the residents and their photovoltaic arrays 
can soak up the sun together. 

84 March 2008 

Click here: 
More about the building and its rooftop 
turbines can be found at aerotecture.com 
and wbarch.com. 

F 

E 

A Vertical airfoil s 
B Edge of pl astic helix 
C Center shaft: 
D 2,000 -wat:t: permanent 

magnet alternator 
E Steel crossing cables 
F Tubular steel welded 

cage bol ted to roof 
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Radiant heating by Uponor makes your whole house comfy and cozy. It circulates heat 
under the floor, so it's warm where you are. There are no drafts, no cold spots. With no 
furnace, it's quiet and dust- free. It'll even save on energy costs. If that doesn't inspire 

passion, what will? For more information, visit www.uponor-usa.com upon or 
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Listening to your favorite music- from 
that "Blame It on the Rain" cassingle 

to an 8-track of Tusk-used to be a 
pretty straightforward task. Portable 

devices like the Walkman, Discman, 
and Fisher Price record player accom­
modated your musical medium of 
choice and filled your travels with 

sound, while their bulkier brethren, 
hi-fi components, diligently did the 
heavy lifting at home. With the intro­
duction of the iPod, which effectively 
replaced both the player and the 
medium, things got a little more 
comp licated. After all, those 40,000 

songs in your pocket sound just as 

good at home as they do on the bus, 
but nobody wants to wear ear buds 

while doing dishes. 
This is just one of a host of never­

before-imagined d ilemmas the iPod 
has introduced-our list also includes 
trying to find the "dad rock" playlist 
while driving, figuring out how to turn 

down the volume when " Heat of the 
Moment" erupts without interrupting 
our game of Solitaire, and dealing 
with nascent disc jockeys who skip to 
a new artist every 30 seconds. While 

the iPod's most esoteric questions 
might never be answered, the good 

news is that solutions to amplifying 

your iPod at home are relatively 
simple. For those of you who already 

have stereos, simply buy a stereo 
Vs-inch to RCA cable and you're "Reelin' 

in the Years." Those of you without 
stereos, read on. 

Granting that the iPod is the digital 
music device of choice (sorry, Zune), 

we rounded up a selection of docks­
desktop or shelf-sized systems spe­
cially designed as an all-in-one solu­
tion for playing your favorite playlist . 
Helping us settle the score is Mike 

Andrews, who recently finished pro­
ducing all the music to Walk Hard: 
The Dewey Cox Story. 

George 
By Chestnut Hill Sound I $499 I Wood 

panels: cherry or natural walnut; gril ls: 
jet black, pure red, royal blue I 14.25" 

x 5" x 8.6" I chillsound.com 

Expert Opinion: You should be able 
to set the thing up, plug it in, and go­
and not have to read the manual until 
later on, when you want to dig in and 

find out more. But that wasn't the case 
with this; I needed some time to learn. 
In the end I give it a thumbs-up for 
having a ton of features (like an AM/FM 

radio and alarm clock) and a remote 
control that mim ics the visual naviga­
t ion of the iPod. 

What We Think: If you spend a lot 
of time at home listening to your iPod 
while wandering around from room 
to room taking cal ls with a Bluetooth 
headset, the George, with its ultra­
functional remote, is the best call . 
A lthough it's bulkier than the iPod 
itself, t he George's remote frees us 

from ever having to get up to flip 
t he record over. II•· 

What's Up, Dock? 
Story by Sam Grawe 
Photos by Laurie Frankel 
Portrait by Autumn de Wilde 
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2X 
By Ve rs Audio I $179. 99 I Cherry 

wood veneer with black speakers I 
11.5" x 5.6" x 5.6" I versaudio.com 

Expert Opinion: I like this one the 
best because it's wood- although it's 
probably just wood veneer- and it 
doesn't pop out in my environment 
like "Hey! There's my iPod p layer." It 
seems like they real ly t hought about 
the features, or lack of features, of 

some of the other players and made 
those fixes on t his. The sound on this 

isn't as st rong as some of t he others, 

but it isn't as hyped (with a lot of high 
and low end) either. It's a great unit for 
a bedroom or office- because it has a 
mute button for when your boss calls. 

What We Think: While most iPod 
accessories p lay catch-up with Apple, 
in this case we eagerly anticipate our 
matching cherry-wood-veneered iPod. 
The Vers takes that overused modern­
ist credo "Less is more" and once again 

proves it right. With curves that would 
do Naoto Fukasawa proud, the Vers is 
our natural pick. 
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Sound Dock 

By Bose I $399 I Black or white I 6.75" x 
12.06" x 6.06" I base.com 

Expert Opinion: The Bose sounds 
exact ly like Bose, which is pretty de­
pendable. It's like they set the bar for 
what th ese things are supposed to 
sound like, and their sound is consis­

tent. Their dock is extremely simple, 
and the remote has limited functional­
ity, but overall I think they did a pretty 

good j ob. 

What We Think: Chances are, when 
you think iPod dock you think Bose 

(as confirmed by its starring role in Wes 
Anderson's short fi lm Hotel Chevalier). 
As with the Wave radio before it, Bose 
does an astounding job of creating 

a fu ll range of sound from a machine 
with a relatively tiny footprint. If you 
need to rock a late-night hotel party 
(or woo back an o ld flame, as in the 
aforementioned short), the Bose steps 
up to t he plate. I~·· 
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RoomGroove 
By Klipsch I $299 I Black I 7" x 15. 75" 

x 4.5" I klipsch.com 

Expert Opinion: I respect t he classic 

speakers Klipsch has made over t he 
decades, but it seems a little like t hey 
took their integrity and slapped it on 

some bogus gear. Their fine history 
has been denied-it's sort o f like an 
A student who got caught cheating on 
the SAT. This system has a lot of high 
and low end, and none of the mid ­

range you hear on vinyl. 

What We Think: We had some trou­
b le getting the docking t ray on the 

RoomGroove to open, which got our 
review off to a rough start. Once we 
had our iPod in p lace, thoug h, we ran 

through a few p laylists and found the 
sound quality crisp and clear, although 
lacking that subtle midrange. It might 

never live up to vinyl, but we think the 
Klipsch is a pretty g reat dea I. 
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Model L 
By Geneva Lab I $699 I White, 
red, or black I 17.6" x 11.5" x 14.2" I 
genevalab.com 

Exp·ert Opinion: The one t hing that 
this one does that the others don't 
is it p lays CDs. It has great fidelity, and 
you can adjust the bass and treble 
from the remote, which is nice. My 

issue h ere is that it feels like it wants 
some satellite speakers-it's just too 

loud a.nd big for a single t hing. Plus, 
because it loads from the top, you 
can't really put it on a shelf, so it just 
kind of sits there like a microwave. 

That said, it might look great in an 
all white, ultra-1980s house with white 
leather furniture and Nagel prints. 

What We Think: In many ways the 
Geneva blew away the competition, 

but it's a little like comparing a Hummer 
to a Tercel. This large system looks 
good and the sound is top-notch, but 

we agree with Andrews on the func­
t ionality issues. Bonus points for the 
o ld-school LED readout. Im 
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of urbanism becomes overwhelming i 
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or intoxicating, I think the notion of i 
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the domestic retreat becomes more f 
and more important." 
Story by Geoff Manaugh Starlike light fixtures in East London's Rough of Contemporary Art in Denver (right) awaits 

Trade record shop- which opened last its first visitors, shortly after completion in 
summer- shine down on their designer, October 2007. The Fog House, in London 
architect David Adjaye. Adjaye's Museum (top right). 
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CONVERSATION 
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Suddenly, David Adjaye is every­

where. For sormeone whose career 

follows a rather straightforward 

trajectory-from designing private 

homes to building public institutions­

Adjaye has had no trouble at all 

finding new clients. Even more, this 

young, London-based architect 

has already cracked North America: 

Adjaye wasn't even 40 years old 
before Stat eside commissio ns began 

to appear- including one for a brand­

new Museum of Contemporary Art 

in Denver, Colorado. On a recent trip 

through the U.S., David Adjaye sat 

down with us to talk about architec· 

ture, public space, LEED certification, 

and the future of the African city. 

You've said that houses should be 

"emotional environments for us to 
retreat to" or " landscapes for our 

senses." W hat do you mean? 

When I say t he house is an "emotional 

landscape," I mean in re lation to how 

the client wants to live their life. As 

cities grow, and as the experience of 

urbanism becomes overwhelming or 

intoxicating, I think the notion of the 
domestic ret reat becomes more and 

more important. It's the respite, the 

refuge, the regenerator. 

I also think that the idea of the 

modern house has been completely 

done; it's just a matter of the market 

taking it up and delivering it. The idea 

of excellent plumbing, or excellent 

services, is not really as interesting for 

me, as an architect , as the pursuit of 
the domestic realm. I want to explore 

what else that realm can be. 

Yet yo u've moved away from 

private houses toward the d esign 

of public institutions. What has 

this t ransitio n taught you? 

I find there are two types of content to 

deal with, always. There's one type of 
content w here the architecture needs 

to sit back so that the content can play 

For Fog House (above left), Adjaye installed 
a new steel-and-glass envelope inside the 
brick shel l of an older structure. Dirty House 
(right) was a project for two artists; the outer 

its role more effectively. Then there's 

an architecture where the content 
needs the architecture to animate it. 

With the Museum of Contemporary 

Art in Denver, the building is really 

about setting up a new kind of monu­

mental ity-not just to be impressive, 

but to play a very powerful and inclu­

sive ro le within the community, to 

define publicness when there might 
not be any. If one is making buildings 

in the public realm, then one has to 

be in discourse with the end user, to 
inform the public so that they under­

stand what buildings do and what 

they don't do, what the process is, and 

how the public can become involved. 

That's half the battle- having that con­

versation w ith your p ub lic. 

Did designing for LEED certificat ion 

affect your creative process? 

LEED certification is a lower standard 

than w hat I would want to do in a 

b uilding, to be honest. It is the way a 

building should already be. We're on 
track now to get a Gold certification­

w hich is the first one for a contempo­

rary art museum in this country. I find 

that hilarious, considering the amount 

of museums being built here! I~·· 

walls are coated with b lack anti-vandal 
paint, while the roof seems to hover above 
a void of colored light. Adjaye's temporary 
pavil ion (center) catches the sun in Venice. 
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"If one is making buildings in 
the public realm, then one has 
to be in discourse with the end 
user ... That's half the battle­
having that conversation with 
your public." 
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When it debuted in October 2007, David 
Adjaye's Rivington Place (above left) became 
the first newly built public gallery in England 

since the Hayward Gallery opened in 1968. 

But I hope this little pebble of a 
project helps start that conversation. 

At least some of that comes from 

the U.S. construction industry, which 

is increasingly outdated-not to 

mention unfamiliar with new green­

building technologies. 

The problem is that there is no body 
or guild which seems to be educat ing 
the industry. It's a cost-driven, lowest­
common-denominator cultu re-which 
g ives you efficiency in terms of cap­
italism, but it doesn't give you evolu­
t ion. And we have to evolve the notion 
of construction. Really, builders should 

be bring ing these things to archi­
tects. That would be the ideal, w ithin 
five years-not the way it is now, where 
I'm going, "Can you please use this 

groundwater heater?" And they're 
going, "Oh my God, I've never used 
t hat thing before! I don't know how 
to do it." 

You've been compiling a book of 

photographs from African capital 

cities. What inspired that project, 

and what is its ultimate goal? 

It was really just an archive that 
I started. I was extremely interested 

Adjaye's Idea Store-or library (right)-
in Whitechapel is already a landmark. His 
"canopy" (center) for the Nobel Peace Cen· 
ter in Oslo transformed City Hall Square. 

in a sort of anthropological survey of 
the continent in the 21st century, when 
its image is st il l predominantly that 

of poverty. If there is an image of an 
African city, rarely do you see a skyline; 

you see a shantytown or a vi llage or 

a mud hut. 
I've found that even architectural 

students have no idea about the urban 
quality of African cities! We know 
South American cities; we know Asian 
cit ies like the backs of our hands; we 
know European cities because they've 
been done to death; we don't know 
the last cont inent. 

It's not a book about architectural 

style; it's about the way in which these 
buildings are used and the way in 

which the urbanism of the city works. 
The African continent has a very 

particular quality-and I fear that this 
quality is being lost by leaders who 
are t rying to rep licate places like Los 
Angeles or Chicago. But from my point 
of view, Chicago is a 19th-century city; 
it's rea lly not the way to plan a city 
now-with this massive infrastructure 
that gets decrepit and fa lls apart 

and is impossible to update because 
it's too expensive. There's got to be 
a better way to think about the city. ltll 
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Is sloth a deadly sin, or a goal? 
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Story by Aaron Britt 
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Architect Bertrand Goldberg's magnum 
opus was Chicago's Marina City complex on 
the banks of the Chicago River. Completed 
in 1967, it included two cylindrical towers, 

office space, a TV studio, a bowling alley, 
and a marina. Financed by three unions, the 
office space was planned to be the head­
quarters for the Chicago Janitor's Union. 
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Chicago-born architect Bertrand 
Goldberg worked and built around his 
hometown for the better part of seven 
decades, a regional pioneer in a brand 
of architecture that, in hindsight , was 
surprisingly prescient. A proponent 
of prefabrication amidst t he giddy 
building boom of the late 1940s; of 
dense, teeming urban cores whi le 
many Americans sought the perceived 
refuge of the suburbs in the 1950s; of 
desirable, ennobling public housing 
in t he face of the crippling projects 
of t he 1960s; and of energy efficiency 
despite the exuberance of the postwar 
boom, Goldberg couched his design 
ethos not in aesthetics but in philoso-
phy: He cast himsel f as a humanist, 

closer perhaps to Erasmus than Eames, 
Pet rarch than Pell i. 

Like a number of mid-century mod-
ernists, Goldberg rubbed elbows with 
t he European architectural elite in his 

The North Pole, a mobile ice-cream station 
completed in 1938 (top left), was a te nsile 
structure mounted on a truck-one t hat 
"was meant to wander a round," according 

100 March 2008 

youth. After studying at Harvard, he and over the water. The p refabricated 
spent two years at the Bauhaus in components of the house were mod-
Berlin from 1932-1933. He worked eled on the doomed plywood boxcars 

briefly as an apprentice in the office Goldberg built for homeowner John 
of Mies van der Rohe in Germany, Snyder's Pressed Steel Car Company. 

and later returned home to begin "My favorite era of his work," says 
what would become a 60-plus-year Geoffrey Goldberg, Bertrand's son and 

career in Chicago by opening his fellow architect, "was the '50s. Before 

own p ractice, Bertrand Goldberg that he was a very bright creative mind 
Associates, in 1937. who couldn't find a home. But with his 

From there Goldberg undertook a big break with Marina City, the seven 
welter of projects: several residences stars a ligned and he found this whole 
built in the Bauhaus style, a portable new scale to work in." In Marina City 
ice-cream parlor fashioned in part out the seemingly disparate threads of 
of the chassis of the truck that carried the charismatic Goldberg's career 
it, various stabs at furniture design. His coalesced into what would become 
Standard Houses, developments of not only his most successful build-
prefabricated wartime housing, went ing, but his most lasting architectural 

up in the early '40s, but the apex of statement. "He was no longer just the 

his single-family-home design came individual architect, a notion that he 

in 1952, w ith the Snyder House. Built was suspicious about all his career. 
on Shelter Island, New York, the long, He began working as a city p lanner, 
sleek residence juts across the beach an investor, and an intellectual." I~· 

to Goldberg. The Snyder House (top right) 
is as futuristic as anything he built, though 
t he Tatooine-esque Clarendon Avenue 
School (sketch above) isn't far off. 
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Completed in 1967, Marina City 
is a housing complex consisting of two 
60-story residential towers, an office 

building, a marina on the Chicago 
River, a theater and television studio, 

and recreational space including 
a skating rink and bowling alley. 
Goldberg, who believed in vibrant, 
dense urban spaces, boasted that 
Marina City, which housed 635 people 

per square acre, was the densest devel­
opment in the city. 

Formally the buildi ng broke with 
the boxy skyscrapers that dominated 

Chicago's skyline. Goldberg eschewed 
the post-and-beam constructions of 
his peers, creating two corncob-style 

).. -" towers whose structural support came 

~ from a reinforced-concrete shell. The 

r:--~ 
small apartments radiated out like pet-

~ als of a flower from the building's core 

V toward the expansive views of t he city. 
r ,,.;;-- t 

~ ':t Mar ina City marked a shift away 

~'~------= r from self -contained p rojects toward 
~ considering the greater urban con-

~~il~~~~~~. -t.ext~what's good for a downtown and 

L 
~~~~~~~~~~!~~~~~~~~~~~~r~ __ ]w~h~a~t'~s;g~o~o:d for the residents. Marina City wa?energy-efficient, promoted 

_aces, and encouraged 
peop e to work near where they live 

and t engage with the center of 
Chicago. "That's what my dad meant 
when he talked about humanism," says 
Geoffrey. "He wasn't designing for the 

building industry or for one client. He 
was able to work on a philosophical 
level. He wasn't interested in architec­
ture in the narrow sense. He was trying 
to understand the whole person and 
the whole social cond ition." 

After Marina City came the Raymond 
Hillard Homes in 1966-two round tow­
ers to house elderly residents and two 
more curvi linear slabs for low-income 
families. Hospitals and a university 
fo llowed, each imbued with t he same 

humanism that pervaded his work. 
Goldberg designed hospitals around 

the nurse-patient relat ionship (which 
he felt was what really drives a hospi­
tal), privi leging the sightlines between 
patients' beds and nurses' stations. 

Goldberg worked until his death in 
1997, each project asking, and usually 
answering, the question so central 
to his work: Where are the people and 
what are we doing for them?~·-

The Raymond Hillard Homes (top) featured 
two towers with a similar design to Marina 
City's and a pair of thick, concrete arcs. The 
drawing (middle) is a sketch for Marina 

City's saddle-shaped theater and television 
studio (bottom), which was clad in sound­
deadening lead sheathing, a break with the 
adjacent g lass-and-concrete structures. 
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10 things you 
should know a OtJ;t~....., 

Bertrand Goldberrr-~---

/ 

2 BR 
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Chicago indie rockers Wilco used the 
Marina City towers for the cover of their al· 
bum Yankee Hotel Foxtrot (top left); we think 
Goldberg (top right) would be pleased. 
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A sketch (middle) for the unrealized River 
City complex shows a cylindrical tower that 
was never to be. The Prentice Women's 
Hospita l (bottom) was completed in 1974. 

1. Bertrand Goldberg, who was Jewish, 

fled Germany and the Bauhaus in the 

middle of the night in 1932 when his 
landlady tipped him off that the police 
were after him. 

2. Upon Mies van der Rohe's first visit 
to the U.S., Goldberg served as transla­
tor when Mies met Frank Lloyd Wright. 

3. Goldberg developed a series of 
prefabr icated, though not particularly 
lucrative, products for living, including 
the Unicel freight car, the Unishelter 

home, and the standardized bathroom 
that he cheekily dubbed the Unican. 

4. He designed the Mobile Delousing 

Unit for use in North Africa during 
World War II. It was never realized 
because the chemical DDT was better 
at killing the typhus-bearing insects. 

5. Because of the post-World War II 
steel shortage, Goldberg designed the 

Unicel Prefab Freight Car out of ply­
wood panels for the Pressed Steel Car 
Company. Under pressure from the 
steel industry, the American Railroad 
Association rescinded its offer to 

purchase 500 cars. 

6. A student of Josef Albers, Goldberg 
was asked to teach at Black Mountain 
College. He couldn't do it and sug­
gested R. Buckminster Fuller instead. 

7. In 1963 Goldberg's wife, Nancy, 

opened the only franchise of the haute 
cuisine Parisian restaurant Maxim's de 
Paris in Chicago. 

8. The 1980 Steve McOueen movie 
The Hunter featured a car driving off 
one of the Marina City Towers to fall 
tens of stories into the Chicago River. 

9. Redubbed "the Wilco towers" by 

hip Chicagoans, the Marina City 
Towers were featured prominently on 
the cover art for the alt-country band's 

2002 album Yankee Hotel Foxtrot. 

10. The Art Institute of Chicago is 
planning a Bertrand Goldberg retro­
spective in the fall of 2010 in its new 
Renzo Piano-designed wing. 1111 
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Behind Closed Doors 
BDI home theoter furniture is more than just a pretty face. Yes, it's sleek 
design. But it's what you don't see that makes BDI truly innovative. 

Cleverly engineered with inlegroted features like speaker and 

media storage compartments, odjustable shelves, hidden wheels, and 
flow-through ventilation, a BDI home theater is designed lo meet the 

demands of the most challenging entertainment systems. With BDI, 
your TV isn't the only thing that is stole of the art. 

REVO 
MODEL 9980 

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE FURNITURE. 

TO LOCATE A DEALER NEAR YOU, VISIT WWW.BDIUSA.COM 



SCOTISDALE, AZ. 480.778.0808 SARASOTA, FL 941.924.0519 
SAN DIEGO, CA 858.549.9700 ATLANTA, GA 404.817.3313 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 415.558.8178 HONOLULU, HI 808.599.7606 
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 818.222.7405 CHICAGO, IL 312.329.1454 
DENVER, CO 303.302.0013 BOSTON, MA 617.244.3993 
WASHINGTON, DC 202.640 .1976 KANSAS CITY, MO 816.363.5300 
MIAMI, FL 800.929.5020 MINNEAPOLIS, MN 612.290.6129 
NAPLES, FL 239.793.5560 CHARLOTTE, NC 704.926.6000 

DURHAM, NC 
CLARK, NJ 
LONG BRANCH, NJ 
MADISON, NJ 
PARAMUS, NJ 
BROOKLYN, NY 
NEW YORK, NY 
ROSLYN, NY 

.,. ............ 2' ···•·•······ ··•••······· ···•········ ., ............. . 

919.477.6318 SOUTHAMPTON, NY 
732.382.8080 LAS VEGAS, NV 
732.222.2844 PITTSBURGH, PA 
201.262.6200 DALLAS, TX 
201.261 .5221 SEATTLE, WA 
718.934.7100 CALGARY, AB 
212.810.4095 KITCHNER, ONT 
516.621.7700 SAN JUAN, PR 

631.204.9500 
702.871 . 7117 
412.400.7082 
214.7 49.0070 
206.838.8794 
403.451.7870 
519.579.9979 
787.977.8086 



Freedom of Creation-In recent decades, computer-aided design (CAD) 
has transcended the screen, thanks to the advent of automatic fabri­
cation, a process wherein three-dimensional objects take shape by 
rapidly building up thin layers of material based on a digital model. 
It sounds like science fiction, but the technologies are simple; soon 
you'll even be able to make a 3-D printer at home for about $600 

(reprap.org). While most designers avail themselves of rapid proto­
typing, few have begun using the machines for rapid manufac­
turing. Freedom of Creation (FOC) leads the way with their Trabecula 
bench, one of the largest rapid-manufactured furniture pieces at 
six feet long, two feet high, and just 14 pounds. Dwell talked fabbing 
with Janne Kyttanen, a designer at Amsterdam-based FOC, and 
paid a visit to their manufacturing facility in Munich. 

PROCESS 

The Trabecala Bench 
Story by Virginia Gardiner 
Photos by Jens Passoth 

Dwell 

FOC production facility (left). The Trabecula 
bench harvests great strength from a 
light form, taking biomimetic cues from 
the structure of b ird bones (right). 
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Drawing 
Kyttanen's designs travel straight 

from his imaginat ion to the computer. 

"Hardly anything happens on paper 

anymore," he says, "because most of 

the fi les are so complex that it's practi­

cal ly impossible to sketch them." He 
uses a range of CAD software, from the 

user-friendly SolidWorks to the spline­

savvy Rhino, but mostly 3D Studio Max. 

Slicing 
The design files are sent to EOS 

GmbH, a Munich-based factory with 

six different types of laser-sintering 

machines. Before they begin, a slicing 

software divides the Trabecula into 

some 6,000 cross sections that are 

about 1/12-mm thick, which, according 
to Kyttanen, is "crude by today's stan­

dards." (Direct metal-sintering 
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The computer is his workshop. 

"I can't imagine any other tool at the 

moment," he says. Though it may seem 

more complex than the o ld pencil-and­

paper method, CAD is actually quite 
intuitive, and the interfaces continue 

to improve. 

Kyttanen prefers desktops to 

laptops-a b ig screen and an ergo­

nomic mouse are crucial-b ut he 

machines, which layer and fuse mate­

ria l w ith electron beams, can work in 

layers as this as 20 microns.) 

The bench is much larger than t he 

sintering "build envelope" in which 

it's made-a rectangular space that 's 

15 by 27 by 23 inches, where the laser 

w ill move in x-y-z axes. This means 
that before slicing, Kyttanen has divid­

ed the d rawing into three parts, and 

A bove: CAD software usually offers four 
views of the object-three orthographic an­
gles and an isometric view (left). A detailed 
rendering of the Trabecula bench (right ). 

also designs on the go. "I can be any­

where," he says. " In principle, you can 

even operate these machines from 

another location. I can build my future 

around this [unrestricted] way of life­

buy a house at the beach, do my stuff 
from there, no problem." With rapid 

manufacturing, the process is hands­

off and divorced from location. It's 

worthy of a new name: remote design. 

arranged them to fit in the bucket. 

"It's like playing 3-D Tetris all the time." 

Built into the sliced parts are inter­

locking pin jo ints- something along 

the lines of dowel joints in carpentry, 

though Kyttanen prefers the image of 

pins that join broken bones, since the 

Trabecula was inspired by the light­
but-strong structure of bird bones.,,. 

Below: At the production facility, 
Kyttannen's drawing goes into a new 
computer, which slices it into thousands 
of cross sections for the laser to sinter. 
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The first to offer clean, simple designs for the modern home. Spark Modern Fires' Fire Ribbon is 
available in a variety of styles including vented, vent free, 3ft, 6ft and See Through. 
Winner of the 2007 Interior Design Best of Year Award and the featured fireplace of the Dwell Home. 

www sparkf res.com p 866.938.3846 modern fires 
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Sintering 
"Sintering" is not an everyday word 

for most people-it means using laser 

energy to melt and fuse particles. 

It's t raditionally applied to metal, but 

nowadays it works very well on certain 

varieties of plastic such as polyamide. 
The Selective Laser Sintering (SLS) 

machine first sets down very thin 

layers of powdered polyamid e with 

Unpacking 
When the bucket has cooled, it's time 
to assemble the pieces. Ahmadou 

Kaloga, an EOS applications support 

technician, usually does the unpack­
ing. "It 's like an archeological dig," says 

Kyttanen. "A d inosaur in a p ile of sand." 

After carefu lly removing the pieces 

and b rushing off excess dust, Kaloga 

gives them a light sandblasting w ith 

110 March 2008 

a spreader; they form what Kyttanen 

calls "a build ing platform." A laser 

beam then passes over from t he top, 

melt ing the layer locally, thus solid ify­

ing the powder and creating the prod­

uct "according to the 3-D fi le t hat the 

slicing program has created." Those 
two steps alternate, layer by layer, 

unt il the entire form is sintered. It takes 

about a day and a half t o bond the 

J1 
Trabecula bench, and another 12 to 

15 hours for the material to cool. 

The machine works 24 hours a day­

no cigarette breaks. 

"Eventually," says Kytannen, "what 

you have is this big bucket ful l of pow­

der, and you break it open and take 
out the parts. Then you can reuse the 

powder that comes off." 

g lass beads. Florian Pfefferkorn, a 

polymer-sintering product manager 

Trabecula in paint that Kyttanen insists, 

withhold ing specif ics, is just for looks. 

" It's not~ing special, b ut I can't tell you 

what it is." Secrecy aside, he rejoices 

that rapid manufacturing is growing 

more popular as its efficiency, aesthet­

ics, and cost savings become clear. 

"We want people to understand what 
we're doing," he says. "At this stage, 

the more competition, the better." llHI 

at EOS who helps Kyttanen develop 

rapid-manufacturing objects, explains 

t hat this is necessary "to get rid of the 

loose powder that sticks to their sur­

faces." The pieces are then assembled, 

their interlocking joints reinforced 
with cyanacrolate, a.k.a. Super Glue. 

A pneumatic spray gun coats the 

Above: The sintering machine is set to 
go, f irst layering the fine powder, then pass­
ing over it with a laser beam. Below: After 
the bench's components are extracted 

from the bucket, the unsintered powder 
is dusted off for later use, and the bench 
parts are sandblasted and glued together. 
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Though the precise numbers vary according to 
whom you ask, t he average American home has 
doubled in size over the last hal f century, 
now hover ing near 2,500 square feet . That ' s 
al most twice t he size of homes in Europe and 
Japan-and a whopping 26 times l arger than 
t he average residence i n Africa . 

The average house constructed in Cal ifornia 
by housing giant KB Home, for instance , comes 
i n at 2,492 square feet . It boasts a t wo-car 
garage and as many as five bedrooms , including 
a 266-square-foot master bedroom. 

But 2,500 square feet i s j ust t he begin;ii ng. 
The midrange California house built by To]l 
Brot hers- a model called t he "Palos Verdes"­
is more than 4,700 square feet . And when you 
compare that to the following small spaces 
f eat ured here , t he results are astonishing. 

Proj ect : Zizmor Residence 
Architect : A+I Design Corp . 
Location: New York, New York 

Master bedroom : 
167 square f eet 
Kitchen/ l iving/ dining area : 
366 square f eet 

Fl oor Plan 

A Mast er Bathroom 
B Master Bedroom 
C Bedroom 
D Bathroom 
E Entry 
F Kitchen/ Dining Area 
G Living Room Area 
H Upper Deck 
I Lower Garden 
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Proj ect: Front to Back House 
Architect: Scape Architects 
Location: London, England 

Mastex bedr oom: 
188 square f eet 
Kitchen: 
102 square f eet 
Living xoom: 
199 square f eet 

l'loo:r Plan 

A Bedroom 
B Bathroom 
C Dressing Room 
D Kitchen 
E Living/ Dining Area 
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Just a generation ago, Nordic men were all expect­
ed to build their own house, and Rintala wants to 
return to that practice. Recently, however, especially 
in his native Finland, there has been an exodus 
rom the countryside, with people moving to poorly 

built urban constructions, and the tradition has 
argely been lost. 

Rintala is interested in incorporating traditions 
from other cultures, too. The galley of the Boxhome 
is a fully integrated kitchen and dining room, and 
the resident would eat and entertain in the Japanese 
style on a platform at a low table; the two hot plates 
and sink in the surface of the table are nods to the 

%Korean way of eating. (Guests are given the raw 
materials which they cook themselves.) It is sociable 
and guarantees that the food is hot and prepared 
exactly to each person's requirements. 

Although the Boxhome was designed for single 
occupancy, it can easily accommodate guests. The 
platform in the seating area becomes a twin bed, 
and the bathroom can be made more private by stra­
tegically hanging curtains from the central beams. 
As the four of us sit in the living quarters, it feels 
curiously tranquil and comforting, the darkness of 
the roughly hewn wood walls taking on the charac­
teristics of a cave. Windows and lamps illuminate 
the irregularities, and the perfume of the wood­
the resinous smell of pine forests- permeates every 
corner of the space. Perhaps because smells are so 
evocative, it all feels part of the natural world. Ji· 
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Narrow ' compact 
vertical , and 

f 
, the Boxh 

ootprint . ome' s 
Both reflec~~ negligible. 
its ive of 

surround· 
standing ings and uniq 1 the stru ue Y apart cture . ' 
catches easily our attention. 
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"Maybe this is how we are meant to be," Rintala 
says, when I tell him how I feel, "with few pos­
sessions and a small space around us." The idea of 
different rooms for different aspects of our lives is, 
after all, a recent one. In Rintala's view it comes 
from trying to emulate the lord of the manor, and 
it is unnecessary- and bad for the environment as 
well.A smaller home can be built and maintained 
with fewer resources. Indeed, Eggertsson adds, 
if the Boxhome is oriented so that its main window 
faces south, then the structure can absorb and retain 
enough heat so as not to need any other form of 
winter climate control.Alternatively, installing a 
stove with an iron chimney between the bathroom 
and the kitchen would heat the whole structure. 

At the moment, though, the Boxhome is just a 
prototype. It is without heating, plumbing, or elec­
tricity. Even so, the builders are in negotiations to 
sell it, deliberately without profit, for around $65,000 

to an artist in Sweden. In the meantime, it has been 
on display in the yard of the Galleri ROM in central 
Oslo, where there is all the usual noise and bustle 
of a capital city- but, once the door of the Boxhome 
is closed, this is muffled to a murmur. High windows 
ensure that no one can see in, and the world outside 
retreats. Rintala says there has been interest in the 
Boxhome from all over the world and that its appeal 
seems to be universal. May be we all need something 
like a Boxhome from time to time- a quiet sanc­
tuary, a small space for our minds to fill.1111 
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The super's unit was anything but in this 
Upper West Side co-op , however architect 
Brad Zi zmor saw potential in the apart ment 
nobody could love. A reimagined interior 
and gracious new outdoor space transformed 
t his architectural blunder to boon. 

Story by Michael Cannell 
Photos by Roland Bello 
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Brad and Susan Zizmor 
bought the former super­
intendent's apartment 
off the lobby of a co-op 
building on West B3rd 
Street in Manhattan. The 
cramped alley in the 
shadow of neighboring 
apartment towers put off 
most prospective buyers. 
Undaunted , the Zizmors 
turned it into an unex­
pected gathering spot 
fox family and friends 
with boxes of herbs and 
spider plants 1above 
left ) and a 16-foot -wide 
deck (above right) for 
playing and grilling 
with Hollywood juniper, 
hostas, and bamboo. An 
outdoor dining area 
(opposite) is screened 
for privacy. The kitch­
en (opposite, top right) 
has a dining table of 
black American walnut 
designed by Brad. The 
pendant lights axe 
by Ingo Maurer. ~ p . 1 74 
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Two years ago, Brad Zizmor showed his parents 
the apartment that he and his wife, Susan, were 
buying a half block from Central Park on the Upper 
West Side of Manhattan. Despite the plum address, 
the purchase went over poorly with mom and dad. 
The two-bedroom is only 912 square feet. Worse, 
it is situated off the lobby on the first floor-an 
ugly duckling previously occupied by the building 
superintendent. 

"It was dark. It was small. It was completely 
cramped," notes Dag Folger, Brad's partner in the 
architecture firm A+ I Design Corp. who came 
along for support. "The outside space was dismal." 

Like any architect, Brad saw possibilities, but 
his parents saw only small, dark rooms looking onto 
a grim alley. 

"I was managing the shock and horror of Brad's 
mom," Folger adds. "She said, 'You paid how much 
for that apartment?' I can only imagine the con­
versation on the way home." 

Today, after a yearlong renovation, light streams 
through an expansive glass wall as Brad and Susan 
come and go between a new living room and a deck 
lined with ipe wood capped by a wall of English 
ivy. In the evenings they eat beneath the limestone 
spires of Central Park West while their son, Ezra, 
rides his tricycle among hostas, Hollywood juniper, 
and bamboo in the landscaped alley below. "It's like 
Central Park is our front lawn," Susan says, "and 
this is our backyard." Ii •· 
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Ingenuity can compensate 
for a modest budget. 
The Zizmors removed the 
base from a midpriced 
leather couch from West 
Elm and inserted it in 
a custom armature made 
with walnut veneer. The 
Brazilian walnut flooring 
( opposite) was bought 
at a discount from a con­
tractor who was unable 
to use it elsewhere. 
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The Zizmors extended 
their living room by 
installing an s -by-1s­
foot sliding glass door 
( above) , which leads 
onto an outdoor dining 
area built six feet 
above the alley. To make 
the outdoors feel like 
it's part of the living 
room, and not a sepa­
rate patio, they ran the 
same horizontal pattern 
of ipe wood slats from 
the indoors out. 

Even Brad's mother has to acknowledge that inge­
nuity unexpectedly transformed the diminutive 
underdog of a property. "At first I said, 'Oh my God it's 
like a jail cell,"' she recounts. "Now they've opened 
it up entirely. It's like they're living in the suburbs." 

what could be more New York than a story about 
real estate redeemed? The upstairs neighbors, with 
their gaudy square footage and Central Park views, 
are more likely to land in the pages of shelter maga­
zines, but apartment #lC, off a dark corner of the 
lobby, is the place to find the creativity that divides 
gloominess from greatness. 

No strangers to limited square footage, for eight 
years Brad and Susan lived contentedly in a 500-
square·foot one-bedroom at the busy intersection 
of Broadway and 77th Street. But with a family on 
the way, they began the inevitable search for more 
room. Increasingly, young couples like the Zizmors 
want the best urbanity has to offer tempered with 
the most attractive aspects of suburbia. "Unlike 
most people, we like spending our summers here," 
notes Brad. "We felt that if we had just a little out­
door space we could stay in the city." 

But if there's one thing that is hard to come by 
in Manhattan, it's open space. "Our broker said, 
'Forget it,"' Brad recalls. "If we made outdoor space 
a criteria, he told us we'd never find a place." 

What the couple desired most was a penthouse 
that would allow for seamless integration of indoors 
and out on one level. But in the course of inspect­
ing more than 100 apartments-a marathon of open 
houses that lasted two years-they gave up on pent­
houses as too pricey; plus, the prospect of outdoor 
living ten or so stories above the street was under­
standably unnerving to first-time parents. The 
bottom two floors of a townhouse were an option, 
but a long, narrow backyard accessed through a 
bedroom would never holistically integrate the out­
doors as the couple imagined. 

Undeterred, Brad kept looking until he found a 
forsaken super's apartment listed by a co-op on West 
83rd Street. The co-op- trying to raise money for 
building improvements by selling the diminutive 
apartment-had been unable to find a buyer, largely 
because the space looked onto an alley sunk six 
feet below the first floor. 

"This is a case where being an architect helped," 
says Brad. "I understood that legally you could build 
an extension out back. Of course most buyers don't 
know that city code allows this." 

With the necessary approvals in hand, the 
Zizmors bought the apartment and added a terrace 
that extends eight feet off the living room. Indoors 
and out are synthesized by an s-by-15-foot glass 
door- the largest expanse that could pass through 
the alleyway-and ipe wood slats that run from 
indoors to out. 

"We've lifted the outdoor space up so it becomes 
part of our living experience," Brad says. "The out­
doors isn't a destination, it's part of the house. Every 
night when we come home we can see all of our 
plantings as easily a.s we can see our sofa." 111·· 
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Humble materials are 
used to good effect 
throughout the apart · 
ment. The bathroom 
contains ordinary rope 
lights concealed above 
the sinks. The tumbled 
slate mosaic tiles 
are by Artistic Tile. 
All the wooden bath­
Ioom accessories were 

purchased from Ikea. 
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Their son's bedroom 
( above) features skill­
ful use of ordinary 
birch-finished shelves 
from Ikea. The 1950s 
fiberglass shell chair 
is from Modernica. Their 
own bedroom (opposite) 
has a custom ramp for 
the dachshund at the 
foot of the bed and an 
oversize birch-veneer 
pendant lamp. The bed ­
side tables are actually 
CD cases aftixed to 
the wall. 

The backyard of any Manhattan apartment 
brings to mind Alfred Hitchcock's Rear Window, with 
its chorus of nosy neighbors. For privacy, instead 
of a barrier of curtains, the Zizmors created a living 
wall at the far end of their outdoor room. Working 
with Kari Elwell Katzander of Mingo Design, a land­
scaper specializing in pocket-sized city gardens, the 
Zizmors built a perforated green wall with English 
ivy that climbs wire mesh and hanging boxes sprout­
ing with herbs and spider plants. 

To encourage family and guests to linger under 
the ailanthus tree, Brad designed steps based on the 
inviting long and low proportions of those outside 
Low Library at Columbia University.Alongside it 
he fashioned a ramp for their dachshund, Roxy, who 
is impaired by a spinal injury. 

The result is an unexpectedly welcoming out­
door annex, and a gathering place for friends .After 
school, parents sit around the outdoor dining table 
while the kids play below. "It's become a mini-play­
ground," Folger says. "I have a hundred photos of 
my daughter using the ramp as a slide." 

Adjoining the outdoors may have been the 
bravura gesture, but the renovation's unsung feat 
lies in conquering tlhe struggle for storage. "A first ­
time parent tends to underestimate the growing 
volume of stuff that comes with kids," says Folger, 
who collaborated with Brad on the design with 
input from designer Victoria Partridge. "You're 
only successful to the degree that you can create 
storage solutions." 

In such a small home, every storage decision is 
also, by necessity, an aesthetic decision. Brad found 
solutions with the added virtue of sculptural pres­
ence, and material programming to distinguish 
the rooms. For example, a gallery of shelves in the 
front hallway stands behind a handsome wall of 
walnut veneer (which was purchased in sequence 
off the lumberyard palette, so that the grains 
match up as they would with high-end millwork 
in an office lobby). Much of the plywood cabinetry 
throughout the apartment is edged in hardwood 
to give it a sense of solidity. The master bedroom is 
dominated by two wall-sized sliding maple doors 
that conceal his-and-hers wardrobes. 

"The key is doing something that doesn't look 
like storage," adds Folger. "It's a bit of a magic trick: 
storage in the guise -0f architecture." 

Given Brad's wizardry in mastering the miniature, 
it's no surprise that the apartment is a showcase of 
other unlikely innovations, like the light tube that 
illuminates the bathroom backsplash and the door­
knobs made from toilet-paper holders. off-the-shelf 
fixtures are employed in unexpected ways, like seven 
Ikea cabinets meant to hang above refrigerators 
doing time as bench-height storage around the liv­
ing room, and the two maple CD holders screwed 
to the bedroom wall to act as floating bedside tables. 

The renovated apartment could translate on paper 
as an elaborate treatise proving more space isn't 
better space, but Brad has a different take: "This may 
not be a Supersized meal, but it's a Happy Meal." IRll 
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With most architect-designed homes, the 
program originates from the kitchen and main 
living area, but for Londoners Brad smith and Brian 
Brennan it wils very much what was not to be on 
show- specifically, their Brompton brand fold-up 
bicycles- that dictated the renovation of their 
648-square-foot former coach house. The couple, 
who both work on the tech side of finance, bike to 
work each day, and they didn't want to suffer the 
cycle-cluttering-the-hallway scenario that many 
city dwellers endure. Nor did they want to chance 
leaving the bikes outdoors; no matter how hefty 
the lock, a bike left on the London streets overnight 
will not likely be there in the morning. 

Smith bought the property, which is tucked away 
in a mews just a minute's walk from the busy main 
streets of London's Islington neighborhood, five 
years ago, when he was single. He had never expected 
that the tiny space would ever be large enough for 
he and Brennan to cohabitate. "We looked at mov­
ing," says Smith. "But we couldn't find the right 
combination of things for us, and we didn't want 
to sacrifice location, so we came back to the idea of 
redeveloping this place. Brian was born just down 
the road and we have lots of friends in this area and 
wanted to stay here." 

The home would have to be completely overhauled 
to facilitate their moving in together. Essentially 
an 18-foot cube (if you ignore the vaulted roof space), 
the living area was carved from what is thought II• 
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Brad Smith' s compact former coach house, 
tucked away in one of London's many hidden 
cobbled mews , was i n need of a raaical over­
haul when his par tner Brian Brennan moved in. 
Scape Architects remodeled inside and out to 
maximize both space and light, redesigning 
the property around the pair 's possessions and 
utilizing every available void for storage. 

sto:ry by Iain Aitch 
Photos by Peter Marlow 
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Brad Smith and Brian 
Brennan' s renovation 
punches way above its 
weight, with efficiency 
of space making up for 
what it lacks in square 
footage. concealed 
cabinetry beneath the 
stairwell (below right) 
offers plenty of storage 
space, while transpar ent 
dividers in the bathroom 
(below left) make for 
a more expansive-feeling 
master bedroom and bath. 
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to have been a 19th-century coach house that would 
have served a nearby timber yard. A previous con­
version left the space cramped and upside down, 
with a dark bedroom at ground level and a living 
room on the second floor. Sketching floor plans on 
napkins with friends was all very well and good, 
but it soon became clear that the couple was going 
to need some professional help to reorganize their 
space. A friend recommended they check out Scape 
Architects. "We saw their website, and it was a mar­
riage of their concept and style that we saw working 
here," says Smith. "They just think in a different 
way. Apart from knowing the style of the architect 
from their previous work, we didn't have too much 
preconception of what this was going to look like." 

Once Scape took a look at the property, it was 
clear that it was not just the bicycle storage that 
was an issue. Brennan's moving in meant twice as 
many possessions in a space barely large enough 
for a single person. Fortunately, the firm had plenty 
of experience working with limitations. "Our first 
major project was for a couple who had been living 
in Japan for 13 years;• explains Chris Godfrey, prin­
cipal architect at Scape. "They moved to London to 
retire and we got their inventory from the storage 
company, which listed everything that they owned. 
We looked at the space they had bought and used 
the list as a brief. That has been the way we have 
worked ever since, to display or hide as needed." 

"We try carefully to make creative spaces, with 
things like personalized storage," continues Godfrey. 
"Brad and Brian were doubling the occupancy and 
hence the number of objects, but obviously without 
any increase in space. We responded to how they 
lived previously and what needed to be done to make 
it a two-person home. We had to create more space 
and effectively house more stuff." 

The need to hide possessions drove the design, 
with coats, audio-visual gear, and kitchen equip­
ment all neatly concealed in the central staircase. 
The original conversion placed the stairs up one 
wall, but bringing them to the center of the house 
provided a hub for storage as well as for lighting, 
cables, and networking equipment. Scape dubbed 
the project the Front to Back House because it 
divides the house into long, narrow strips, creating 
a feeling of spaciousness that would not exist in a 
more traditional layout. Starting at the front, you 
enter into a lounge/dining area, which is separated 
from a galley-style kitchen by the distinct black 
dividing line of the stairs. The stairs are covered 
in a heavy-duty rubber, the same material used to 
make tires for semis. The kitchen wall storage forms 
a final back layer to the property, with the white 
and burnt-oak cupboards softening the starker 
design elements. 

This model is mirrored upstairs, where a large 
bedroom is joined to the functional space contain­
ing wardrobes, wet room, and vanity unit. These are 
accessed from either end of the bedroom via the 
landing at the top of the stairs and a glass bridge, 
which allows light into the downstairs space. 11" 
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The exterior f aceli~ 
suggests a modern 
renovat i on within but 
blends seamlessly into 
its context ( opposite) . 
The couple (bel ow) both 
cycle to work, thus 
avoidi ng the crush of 
London's public trans ­
port . The Brompton fold­
up is not only a design 
classic but one of the 
most popular cycles in 
London- though it is also 
a favorite of bicycle 
thieves. 

The storage of the 
bicycles and cycling 
gear ( above) was a major 
factor in the design of 
the cupboard space. The 
floor is plain and simple 
to clean, which is 
essential for those wet 
winter days when they 
return home from work 
with muddy wheels and 
dripping clothing. 
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Additional light enters through huge windows cut 
out of the front of the building and a skylight run­
ning the length of the roof-th<>ugh guests may 
be somewhat perturbed by the lavatory being part 
of the open-plan wet room. 

"As we can both be working different hours, we 
need the ability to be separate," says Smith. "The 
bedroom can be separated from the rest of the house 
so you are not disturbed." Bathroom aside, there 
is also a good degree of privacy, with Scape having 
shunned the more obvious galleried open-plan 
design, which is popular in many small spaces of 
this kind.As a concession, "there is a guest toilet 
hidden beneath the stairs," Smith reveals. 

Indeed, it is amazing what Scape has packed into 
this stairwell. The main lights are concealed behind 
the acrylic balustrade, which acts as a diffuser. This 
creates a warm glow at the center of the house 
at night. The cupboard doors all open with a gentle 
push, negating the need for handles. Similarly, the 
oven and fridge are hidden behind cleverly designed 
doors, which swing out and then stow away. 

The odd newspaper and coffee cup aside, this 
camouflaging gives the house a showroomlike fast­
idiousness, which means the couple resists buying 
unnecessary things. Their minimalist method of 
living was honed sharing Brennan's tiny one-bed­
room apartment during the yearlong build. They are 
settled enough now to not panic over every mislaid 
object, and they do admit to being spoiled by their 
home's neat functionality. "When we go away to 
a hotel now, which may be really plush, we still think 
it is not as good as home," says Brennan. 

At about $400,000, the remodeling project was 
not cheap, running about the price of a small apart­
ment in the outer reaches of London. But it is the 
clever design rooted in the neighborhood they love 
that matters to the couple, not what value the work 
adds to the nearly $600,000 Smith originally paid 
for the property. 

"If we were doing it up for the money, we would 
have made two bedrooms," says Brennan. "But it 
would have been very small up there. We did it for 
us, for the long term." The use of light and the judi­
cious division of space makes this 648-square-foot 
home seem larger than an apartment of similar pro­
portions, and despite its efficient and tidy appear­
ance, it really does feel like a home. 

"The thought of living anywhere else now would 
be strange, a real letdown," says Smith. "I am so 
glad we did this with an architect. They just think in 
a different way. " 

It is easy to see how Smith would come to such 
a conclusion about this super-functional house. 
Scape considered every detail, giving this tiny space 
a homey glow while keeping it free of the congesting 
clutter that so many of us accumulate. Pack rats 
should consider giving them a call.After all, there's 
little to lose except maybe a Happy Days lunch box 
and some mismatched cutlery.Ill! 
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The staircase acts as 
both room divider and 
main storage. The stair 
"carpet" is made from 
the same tough rubber 
that is used to make 
tires for semis. The 
outline of the stair 
shape gives the design 
a playful quality and 
breaks up the outer 
face of the stairs to 
provide cupboard doors. 
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I 
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The stairwell also 
provides the main light­
ing for the house, 
emitting a warm glow in 
the evening. Skylights 
above it ensure that 
the sunlight floods in 
during the day too. The 
stairs also hide a guest 
bathroom ( above) for 
those who feel exposed 
by the open-plan bath· 
room on the upper level. 
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The massive Huaca Pucllana is just one 
of many examples of the pre-lncan archi­
tecture that dots Lima. This complex burial 
structure was built some 1,500 years ago. 
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An unidentified artist (top) works on a 
painting of the crucifixion at t he colonial 
Museo de Arte de Lima. Jordi Puig (left) 
poses in his studio. from which he keeps 

13 8 March 200 8 

tabs on the city's architecture scene. He has 
designed, among other things, Restaurante 
Cala (rig ht), which looks out onto the sea. 

Though often shrouded in fog, Lima 
is one of the world's d riest cities, and 
in the face of chronic drought, people 
have been building huge structures 
here for thousands of years. Pre-lncan 
ruins abound, and 16th-century 
Spanish colonial architecture mingles 
with everything built before or since. 
Today the architecture and design 
scenes are especially vibrant. Thanks 
to rich ve ins of mine rals in the Andes, 
Peru's econo my has been booming 
for the past six years on expo rts of cop­
per, zinc, and gold to Asia and North 
America. Politics have calmed since a 
leftist insurgency group that torched 
power lines and bombed the city was 
defeated a decade ago. A new wealth 
and stability have combined to give 
a generation of young Pe ruvians 
a chance to focus on building-be it 
on the edges of the city's cliffs or the 
rocky desert beaches of the Pacific. 

We get a guided tour of this city 
marked as much by its a rid climate as 
its se ismic volatility from Jordi Puig, 
an architect from a Catalan family who 
grew up in Lima. Puig has designed 
several prize-winning projects across 
the city, including a number of restau­
rants. He a lso co-hosts a TV show 
that keeps its eye on Pe ru's design 
sce ne by interviewing architects in 
tl}eir homes. II•· 

I 
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Earthquakes have repeatedly 

caused severe damage to Lima. 

A powerful 8.0-magnitude temblor 

hit in August 2007, shaking up the 

populace but sparing them from 

the heaviest destruction, as it struck 

hardest south of the city. How do 

you build knowing that it could all 

so easily be destroyed? 
I'm Peruvian, so I grew up w ith earth­

quakes. At the time I didn't know how 

powerful this last one was because 

the epicenter was south of here, where 

hundreds of people in towns along 

the coast died. Whenever I feel any 

slight movements, I always find myself 

remembering quakes or thinking 

about new ones. 

I often find myself arguing w ith 
structural engineers who want to 

change my designs or put big columns 

in the middle of my buildings for safe­

ty reasons. But even though we are 

a country of earthquakes, people in 

poor areas don't have the resources 

to build in responsible ways, making 

whole d ist ricts of the city suscept ible 

to sudden demolit ion. It's a constant 

struggle with our environme nt. 

You grew up a few blocks from 

Huaca Pucllana, a sprawling urban 

complex that was one of d ozens 

The narrow streets of downtown Lima 
(top right) show the modern alongside 
the colonial. Public squares and parks 
loom large in the lives of Peruvians, 
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built around 500 A.O. by pre-lncan 

groups. How does having so many 

archaeological ruins in Lima itself 

shape the city? 
The huacas [ceremonial structures of 

b rick often built on hills] were norma l­

ly where the dead were buried. Say, 

one or two centuries ago, the Spanish 

built houses on top of the huacas, so 

in a way t he newcomers chose to live 

on top of cemeteries. I think Peru is a 

p lace where people live between the 

past and the present . This ideology 

of being in the past and in the pres· 

ent affects the city by making it a very 

eclectic melange of times. 

Nowadays people might be afraid 

to live next to a cemetery but not 

next to huacas because they are seen 

as archaeology, even t hough obvi­

ously t here are dead bodies in them. 

The ruins have taken on an artistic 

quality, more as objects instead of 

just being cemeteries. 
I grew up very aware of the p res­

ence of ancient indigenous cultures 

in my daily life, and aesthetically those 

cultures were incredibly sophisticated. 
Sadly, a lot of that was lost because 

of the Spanish conquest, but jewelry, 

ceramics, and text iles survived. What 

d ist inguishes Peru today is st ill, I think, 

the quality of the handicraft ski lls. 

and the heavily mosaiced Parque del Amor 
(left) in the Miraflores neighborhood is no 
exception. The lovely view of the sea from 
the cliffs of Avenida Saenz Peiia (right). 

In th is mix of indigenous and 

colo nial, thousand-year-old burial 

complexes, and Spanish plazas 

and government buildings, where 

do you find your Lima? 

Lima for me has never been downtown, 

where the Spanish put their first plaza, 

built their f irst churches, and ran 

their empire in the Americas. Lima for 

me has always been Miraflo res and 
San Isi d ro. They are both to the south 

of downtown, near the ocean, and 

are f illed with parks. Parque Redondo 

is a hidden jewel in San Isidro, an area 

with a lot of early examples of modern 

architecture, but which tends to have 

a bit more of a neocolonial feel to it 

because one aristocratic family owned 

the whole area. 
Miraflores has always been more 

relaxed and less stuffy, because it 

started out as a beach resort. So the 

modern architecture is more vibrant. 

Further is Barranco, which is bohemian. 
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Here are details from the colorfu l, elaborate 
mosaics at Parque del Amor (far left and 
bottom right). Another of the city's many 
parks, Parque Union Europea (left) 
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makes use of a number of levels. From 
outdoors to in, Restaurante la Mar special­
izes in seafood, particularly the Peruvian 
classic, ceviche. 

Dwell 



DISCOVER 
THE POWER OF 

PROTEIN 
IN T HE LA.ND OF 
LEAN BEE 



DETOUR LIMA 

144 March 2008 

Could you point to an aesthetic that 

is distinctive to Lima that makes 

building and living here so unique? 

There certainly is a Lima aesthetic, and 

it al l responds to the incredible dryness. 

Because it's so dry here, the houses 

necessarily respond to the environment; 

next to totally bald hills in the desert, 

architects have to figure out how to 

b uild a contemporary house that still 

blends into the site. Because it's so dry 

and [doesn't] have much vegetation, 

you're drawing on a blank canvas. 

More broadly, along Peru's coast 

and across Lima, you can't escape the 

massive pre-lncan structures. In terms 

of how they used spaces and their 

materials, the pre-lncans were definitely 

minimalists. They too built in a desert 
landscape, so that is clearly a refer­

ence, using the soil for adobe bricks. 

It's amazing how d ry it is, and yet if 

you irrigate, the brown turns to green. 

What's driving the design world 

in Lima right now? 

Many designers of my generat ion 

fled Peru during the political chaos 

of the 1980s, and, since coming home, 
they have developed a greater appre­

ciation for their own culture. So they 

are increasingly trying to address the 

indigenous past by mixing traditional 

materials with contemporary designs. 

People are becoming increasingly 

proud of what's theirs; everybody is 
into Peruvian cuisine. 

The prodigious cultural production of Peru 
includes a sofa by Eva Pest (top left), 
a Huari head (top right ), ceviche (middle), 
and the Plaza San Martin (bottom). 

In a city that seems to be so inex­

tricably linked to its colonial, lncan, 

and pre-lncan past, what's the 
future of architecture in Lima? 

Although pre-lncan or lncan b uildings 

could b e used as references, Peru has 

stil l not managed to create a national 

architecture, like in Mexico, where 

the ind igenous past was reinterpreted 

by a school of architects led by the 

likes of Luis Barragan. 

There's a small group of architects 

who are very sophisticated with very 

contemporary, linear concepts, but in 

terms of a mass architecture or one 

that's accessible for everybody, we stil l 

have a1 ways to go. There are excep­
tions, of course. In Lima, Emilio Seyer 

does contemporary architecture based 

on pre-lncan adobe. It 's fantastic. 

Overall, things are changing for the 

better in Lima, because we are on 
the path to do what Mexico has done 

and embrace our past. 111" 
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Your unique style. Our unique price. 
Building? Decorating? Remodeling? Don't buy another thing until you've 

attended a free DiredBuy Open House. There, you'll learn just how much 

the things you want and need for your home really cost. Incredible savings, 

unmatched selection, exceptional service - you'll find it all at DiredBuy! 

For a FREE information package and Visitor's Pass to a showroom near you, call 

1-800-__ 79/9 or visit d re ouydwel..com 
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Designers and architects currently enjoy 
a heretofore-unseen prosperity in Peru. 
Fashion designer Sumy Kujon (left) makes 
her clothes from alpaca wool, incorporating 
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traditional craftsmanship into contemporary 
fashion. Architect and industrial designer 
Sebastian Bravo designed the Hans Stoll 
Residence (right). 
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S AN FRA NCISCO 

A LANDMARK OF CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 

SALES AND DESIGN CENTER, 160 FOLSOM ST., OPEN DAILY 11 TO 6, APPOINTMENT RECOMMENDED. CALL 866-491·7249 OR VISIT THE-INFINITY.COM. 

0 Exclusively represented by The Mark Company l1111i1MI A development of TISHMAN SPEYER 



DETOUR 

Public §R!ces 
Ruaca Pucllana [01] 
pucllana.perucultural. 
~ 
General Borgoflo, CUad.ra 
8, Miraflores 

Parque del Allor [ 02] 
Av. Malec6n Cisneros and 
Av. Diagonal, Miraflores 

Parque El Olivar [03] 

Jir6n choquehuanca s / n, 
San Isidro 

Shops 
Ani Alvarez-Calderon 
Fashion and textiles 
[ 04] 
anialvarezcalderon.com 
Lord Cochrane 151, 

San Isidro 
51- 1 - 221- 5159 

PPPP Design ( Productoa 
Peruanos Para Peaaar) 
Furniture design [os] 
ppppdesign.com 
Av. Grau 810, Barranco 
51-1-247 -7976 

Sumy Kujon 
Fashion design [06) 
muneka.net 
Alameda Saenz Pena 103, 

Barranco 
51-1-247- 7186 

sumy@muneka.net 

Restaurant s 
Astrid 6 Gaston [ 07] 

astridygaston.com 
Cant:uarias 175, 
Miraflores 
51- 1 -444- 1496 

aertaun nte Cala [ 08) 

Circuito Vial 
Costa Verde, Playa 
Barranquit:o, Barranco 
51- 1 - 252- 9187 

La Gloria [ 09) 
lagloriarest:aurant.com 
Atahualpa 201, 

Miraflores 
5 1 - 1 - 446- 6504 

acsiau ante La JllU , by 
chef Gast on &curio [10) 
Av . La Mar 770, 

Miraflores 
51-1 -421-3365 

Pescados Capitales [11) 
Av. La Mar 1337 , 

Miraflores 
51- 1 - 421- 8808 

Drinb 
cafe 01e c 1 .2 1 

Pancho Fierro 109, 
San Isidro 
51- 1 -422- 6363 

Don Porfirio [13) 

Calle Manuel Segura 115, 

Barranco 
51- 1 -477-3119 

o Bar [14) 
Corner of Fracisco 
de Paula Camino and 
Libertad, Mir aflores 
51-1-241-300 0 

Rafael [15] 
Calle San Martin 300, 

Miraflores 
51- 1 - 242-4149 

Museums 
l'IUseo de Arte ds Lilla 
museoart:e .perucultural. 
~ 

Paseo Col6n 125 

51- 1 -423- 4732 

l'IUseo Larco 
111Useolarco.org 
Av. Bolivar 1515, 

Pueblo Libre 
51-1-46 1 - 1312 

Money: Peruvian nuevo 
sol (known as PEN). 
U.S. dollars are also 
commonly accepted. 

Taxi f ar e from Jorge 
Ch•vez International 
Airport to destinatioaa 
in LiJna: about 20 to 
so soles 

Tips: Restaurants and 
taxis o~en include 
service charges, though 
you may tip restaurant 
servers 10% if service 
is good. 

Shopping bow:s: 
Typically 9 AM to 6 PM; 
some ATMs shut down from 
1 AM to 6 AM 

Gadget adaptability: 
European plug: ~ 
Japanese- style plug: <:) 

Most alienating 
gast r oD011i cal question: 
"Quieres comer anticucho 
0 cuy?" am 

Lima, Peru 
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PREVIEW SHOWROOMS AT adbuilding.com 

• SHOWROOMS 

New York's 
Ultimate 
Luxury 
Showroom 
Resource for 
Kitchen, 
Bath, Tile, 
Stone, 
Appliances 
and Home 
Furnishings 

Allmilmo of NY · American Classic Kitchens/Wood-Mode · Artistic Tile · B&B lrnlia/Arclinea Kitchens · Bilotta Kitchens · Boffi 

A&D • Brown Jordan • Cavendish Grey • Davis & Warshow • Edward Fields Carper Makers • Euro Design Interiors • Exquisite 

Surfaces · GE Monogram · Hastings Tile & Barh · Holly Hunt NY · Homer Furniture · Lisrone Giordano · Marmo Arredo • MCK+B 

• Miele • Neff Kitchen Studios • Paris Ceramics • Pedini of NY • Poggenpohl • Poliform • Robert Lighron • SieMatic • SMEG · 

Snaidero USA New York · Sc. Charles of NY · Swdium • Sub-Zero/Wolf · Valli & Val li · Varenna Kitchens/Poli form 
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101 THE BACKYARD 

Let cold, dark days melt away; it's time to prepare the vaF4for spring. 
Whether you dig gardening or lean towards lounging, these outdoor 
designs will soon be in season. ' 

Story by Sarah Rich 
Photo by Dwight Eschllman 
Prap StJllng by Vlktorla Ruchkan 
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For details, see p. 152 
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1 . Cork planter 
by Bitters I $48 
This renewable cork stump 
comes to life with greenery 
springing from its center. 
bittersco.com 

2. Adirondack chair 
by Loll Designs I $379 
High-density recycled 
plastic makes this wood­
looking lounger tree-free. 
lolldesigns.com 

3. Table grill 
by Tools for Eva Solo I $350 
Eva Solo's bucket-sized BBQ 
makes a compact cooktop 
for flipping a few burgers. 
evasolo.dk 

4. Eucalyptus pavers 
by John Lomis for Flora 
Grubb I S33-$19S 
These eucalyptus and rub­
ber discs form a soft, circu· 
lar alternative to standard 
garden pavers. 
studiorepljcajnc.com 

5. Striped chair 
by Bouroullec Bros for 
Magis/ $338 
The plastic-slatted Striped 
range brings bold color 
to a classic outdoor chair. 
magisdesign.com 

6. Aigle boots 
by Erica Tanov for Aigle I 
$136 
Prepare for puddle-jumping 
in Erica Tanov's knee-high 
Wellington boots. 
aigleboots.com 

( 
~ 

( 4 
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7 . FX pla nter and stand 
by John Follis for Vessel 
USA Inc. I $270 I $90 
It's called "architectural" for 
a reason-the depth and 
heft of this bowl make it as 
elegant as it is functional. 
architecturalpottery.com 

8. Cross doo rmat 
The cross marks the spot for 
mud-caked garden shoes. 
zincdetails.com 

9 . Natural utensils 
by Bambu I $24 
A wooden spoon is no mod· 
ern marvel, but make it from 
bamboo and you've got 
cutting-edge kitchenware. 
bambuhome.com 

1 O. Acrylic: d ishware 
by Massimo Vignelli for 
Hel lerware I $8-$12 
Though it has plenty of 
vintage cachet, Hellerware's 
kept its cool from mid· 
century to the 21st century. 
vignelli.com 

11 . Petal table 
by Richard Schultz I $1,205 
The original 1960 collec­
tion now comes with eco­
popular bamboo petals. 
ri chardschultz.com 

12-13. Watering cans 
by Peter Holmblad for 
Stelton I $220 
by Zack I $11 0 
With slim profiles and slen­
der spouts, these stainless 
steel watering cans are slick 
sidekicks for a flowerpot. 
stelton.com 
zackusa.com 

8 

14. Hollow ottoman 
by Lebel lo I $270 
These versatile cubes 
woven from weather-tough 
fiber can be everything from 
book shelters to footrests. 
lebello.com 

15. Chair One 
by Konstantin Grcic 
for Mag is I $295 
The web like Chair One 
has been immortalized 
in modern museums, 
but still does a stellar 
day job as an outdoor 
aluminum seat. 
magisdesign.com 

16-17. Birdfeeders 
by Perch I $80 
by Arcamita I $85 
perchdesjgn.net 
a.Kamita.com 

18. Kartio carafe 
by Kaj Franck for Zinc 
Details I $70 
iittala.com 

19. Tumblers 
by Ai no Aalto for littala I 
$20-$25 per set 
The beachglass tones of 
Aalto's classic glassware 
capture the clean, light 
quality of outdoor living. 
iittala.com 

20. Lotus candleholder 
by Roost I $18 
If your thumb's not green 
enough to grow flowers, 

scatter some blossom 
candles around the yard. 
floragrubb.com 

21. Outdoor reading 
Peaceful Gardens 
by Stephanie Donaldson 
and Melanie Eclare I $12.95 
rylandpeters.com 

Small Garden and 
Well-Designed Garden 
by John Brookes I $19.95 
dorlingkindersley-uk.co.uk 

Complete Book of Cacti 
and Succulents 
by Terry Hewitt I $20 
dorlingkindersley·uk.co.uk 

A New Flowering 
by Shirley Sherwood I 
$39.95 
ashmolean.org 

22. Paperclip cafe table 
by Vignelli Associates 
for Knoll I $1,415 
The Paperclip lives up to 
its name with bent metal 
rods forming a signature 
geometry beneath a basic 
glass top. 
vignelli.com 

23. Square plates 
by Working Class Studio I 
$6-$8 
They may be plastic, but 
these plates form a sophis­
ticated dining set. 
workingclassstudio.com 

24. Aviary plates 
by Thomas Paul I 
$36 per set 
The clean sheen of mel­
amine is a perfect platform 
for Paul's bird illustrations. 
thomaspaul.com 

25. Seat cushions 
by Domestic Affairs I $69 
DAFF does felt right with 
their slim, soft cushions 
in supersaturated hues. 
domesticaffairs.de 

26. Louis Zinc stool 
by John Reeves for Next 
Door Trends I $480 
Black lacquer and baroque 
details throw something 
unexpected into the out­
door mix. 
reevesd.com 

27. Candle lantern 
by Raul Coronel for Vessel 
USA Inc. I $445 
The candle lantern casts 
elegant shadows from its 
inconspicuous perch. 
architecturalpottery.com 
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and personalized needs for your home 

co 111n1it111 en~ to quality, design and ser~ice since 19'15 

a Lindal exclusive 

Start planning with our 272-page hardcover idea book, 
Living Dreams, for just $20 (U.S., plus shipping) by 
mentioning special code DWTW. Call 1-888-4LINDAL 
or visit www.llndal.com/natural. 

ALindal 
CEDAR HOMES 

For nearly 20 years, Linda I has contributed generously to the American Forests reforestation procram on behalf of our clients. 



DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Artemide· 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning design line in the lighting 
industry, offering decorative and architectural luminaires featuring the 
perfect balance between fo rm, function, and performance. For more 
information, p lease visit artemide.us. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide d istributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 fiberglass shell chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Vi.sit our website at modernica.net 
or call (323) 933-0383. 

[m[alhlalr[alml 
With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovat ive materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and t imeless textures. maharam.com. 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the Autodesk• Revit• building 
d esign and documentatio n system, purpose-built for building information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates 
the change everywhere. autodesk.com. 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense'" laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense'" 
washer and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, 
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including 
cashmere, silk, and active wear. siemens-home.com. 

Room&Board 
HOKE F URN I S HIN GS 

Excellent desig n is timeless, not d r iven by trends. Our home furnishings 
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordable prices to offer outstanding value. 
roomandboard.com. 

Samafi/e 

The world looks to Sika Sarnafi l for green roof waterproofing solutions. 
Sika Sarnafi l draws upon its 40 years of green roof experience in Europe 
and North America to provide you with a membrane system solution 
engineered to keep your structure watertight under the most demanding 
condit ions. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing and waterproofing 
peace of mind. sarnafilus.com. 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

THE Ba.D lDClK 
CflCOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a g lobal leader in provid ing products of 
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler cont inuously strives to lead the way and set new standards 
for gracious living by creating p roducts that will deliver years of performance 
and add beauty and value to people's homes. kohler.com. 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV. 
For more information ca ll (800) 301 -7430 or visit fordvehicles.com/ 
escape hybrid. 

[j])~.~.Qf.ORTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless 
steel entry door systems using the finest quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. neoporte.com. 

13 NORITZ 
A L W AYS HO T 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology. Our 
tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving money 
and space. noritzamerica.com. 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office 
seating through our nationwide network o f consumer and online stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/ hmhome. 

LENN!JD __ ,,,,_ 

~M'19''1tltJOf/OOd.'"' 

When it comes to energy-efficient heating and cooling, the Dwell Home II 
has what it takes. The home will feature an innovat ive Lennox Customized 
Comfort System that delivers superior performance in the areas important 
to today's homeowners- comfort, efficiency, quiet operat ion, re liability, 
and cleaner air. For more informatio n, visit lennox.com. 

CHENGdesign·· 
Cheng Design is the award-winning design firm led by Fu-Tung Cheng. In 
addit ion to commissioned luxury home design and remodels, Cheng Design 
works with commercial architects, interio r designers, contractors, and home­
owners to fabricate their own concrete-based countertop's, kitchen islands, 
hearths, and water features. Cheng Design also sells signature kitchen hoods 
that reflect Cheng's uncompromising craftsmanship and sculptural style. 
Cheng Desig n products can be shipped anywhere nat ionwide. 
chengdesign.com. 

Gopyr g t d rl"ator I 



• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing original design and 
innovation to the ceiling fan industry. The designs celebrate the modern 
idiom through mechanica l simplification, geometric forms, and contempo­
rary finishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century 
cei ling fans. modernfan.com. 

IEl]ENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air" offers a full line of built-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visitjennair.com 
or call (800) JENN-AIR. 

cappe•i 
Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international design­
ers. It offers a wide range of products in four collections. Collezione and 
Sistemi focus on the production of custom-made furniture; Progetto Oggetto 
features home furnishing accessories; Mondo is a series of pieces which rein­
terpret the handmade style with a cosmopolitan approach. Some Cappellini 
products are exhibited in the world's p remiere museums. In 2004, Cappellini 
became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting the project for a "new quality centre" 
backed by the private investment company Charme. cappellini.it. 

At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordinary furniture. Our unique 
modern designs and over-engineered construction form the foundatio n 
of our success, further supported by an extraordinary customer service staff. 
To see our complete line of lifestyle and AN furniture, visit us at 
boltz.com. 

© caesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, Caesarstone quartz surfaces 
take concept to rea lity by creating t he perfect b lend of form and functio n. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or ca ll (877) 978-2789. 

emma gardner design 
emma gardner design, LLC is a boutique design and development company 
that produces fine contemporary interior products for use in residential, 
office, and hospitality spaces. Chief designe~ Emma C. Gardner was the win­
ner of a 2006 Best of Year award from Interior Design for her Joy rug. Based 
in Litchfie ld, Connecticut, the company offers its products through select 
showrooms and is a proud member of the RUG MARK Foundation, a global 
non-profit organization working to end child labor. For more information 
please visit emmagardner-design.com. 





W ith over 30 years 

of experience designing 

elegant and inviring 

outdoor environments, 

Bcrcorti Landscaping, Inc. 

has become one of che 

Bay Area's preeminenr 

landscape design and 

construction contractors . 

F rom concepr through 

completion, le t the 

award-winning team at 

Berrorri blend rhe energy 

of nature and rhe splendor 

of your home m create your 

' 'ision of the perfecr garden. 

BERTOTTI 
l A'\;DSCAP11'G. l:SC 

\'(/e grow our own California 

nari\·es. ornamental rree~ 
and shrubs ar: 

BUCKEYE NURSERY 

Come visic. Take Hwy 101 norrh 

Lo Petaluma. Exie ease on 

Washington. Lefr on Old Adobe. 

Bertorri Landscaping, Inc. 

2425 Adobe Road, Petaluma 

Phone: (707) 55')-7077 

Lie. : C-27 37 3488 

A,B Concracmr LA 5161 



Hook and Go 
The Smart Cart for the 
Farmer's Market Set 

A cult item at the Beverley Hills and 
San Francisco Ferry Building Farmers 
Markets. Now available to everyone. 
Hook on plastic bags and handle 
weight and bulk in convenience and 
style. $59.95 p lus S&H. 

hookandgo.com 

modwalls 
Architectural Surfaces That Inspire 

Modern wall and floor coverings 
including glass, porcelain, cork, river 
rocks, and recycled glass pebble tile. 
Order online. Free shipping in the 
Continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Shown: modwalls Brio blend •Emma• 

modwalls.com 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or 
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof, 
washable, and removable. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu· 
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dogbar.com 

Exercise in Just 
4 minutes per day 

The $14,615 sculptured steel 
and chrome ROM machine offers 
a complete upper and lower body 
exercise in just four minutes, working 
more major muscle groups through 
their maximum range of motion 
utilizing the science of high-intensity 
interval training. 

Tel. 818-787-6460 
fastexercise.com 

Narrow Modular Pavers 

Notice this amazing break from 
old-style square pavers and appreci· 
ate the sleek linear look of Narrow 
Modular Pavers. These distinctive 
precast concrete pavers by Stepstone 
caught the eye of so many architects 
and designers that it is now one of 
our most popular products. 

Toll-free 800-572-9029 
stepstoneinc.com 

Unique Collection 
of Wood Flooring 
by Model 

The Unique Collection by Model 
emerged as a result of repeated 
demands by designers and architects 
for exclusive products to offer their 
clientele of specialized boutiques, 
hotels and luxury homes mirroring 
modern, refined trends. 

10-year warranty for commercial use. 

pgmodel.com 

Profoundit.com 

Fast and simple product locator for 
architects, engineers, and builders. 

7 ,000 manufacturers and growing. 

Over 10,000 products listed by 
keyword search and CSI numbers. 

Manufacturers annual membership 
only $125 including free product 
listings. 

Visit us online for all your product 
searches. 

profoundit.com 

Concrete Countertops 

Discover the beauty, durability, and 
versatility of concrete countertops. 
Get information and design ideas 
from an extensive photo gallery, free 
design catalogs, and comprehensive 
articles. Also find a local contractor 
in your area. 

fabconcretecountertops.com 



BAMBOO 
SOURCERY 
NURSERY & GARDENS 

Bamboo Specialists 

Working with homeowners and 
landscape professionals for over 25 
years, we grow over 300 species 
of clumping and running bamboos 
in all sizes. With outstanding sculp­
tural qualit ies, bamboo provides 
excellent privacy screens, garden 
specimens, and groves. O ur extensive 
demonstration gardens and expert 
advice will enable you to select the 
best varieties for your landscaping 
needs. Open by appointment. 

Tel. (707) 823-S866 
Sebastopol, CA 
BambooSourcery.com 

You'll Flip for It! 

Introducing new Bolster Pet Beds 
from our exclusive William Wegman 
Collection. Since they're made with 
Crypton Super Fabrics, these pet 
beds actually resist accidents, spills, 
stains, and more. So your pet can 
cuddle up with a new level of clean. 
See our entire collection online or 

call us for more information. 

Toll-free 800-CRYPTON 
cryptonfabric.com 

Instant Energy Savings 

Transparent window film that 
provides immediate year round 
energy savings. Retains interior 
heat in the winter and b locks solar 
heat in the summer. Saves up to 
12- 18 percent of annual energy 
costs. Blocks 97 percent UV Rays. 

Toll-free 877-729-0708 
dwell@artscape-inc.com 
energy-film.com 

Modern-Shed 
Small Prefab Structures 

A small owner-run company located 
in Seattle, WA, we strive to offer an 
affordable solution for the growing 
needs of eco-conscious individuals 
and families. Creative solutions with 
a smaller footprint. 

Tel. 206-S24-1188 
info@modern-shed.com 
modern-shed.com 

WETSTYLE 
The Purest Form of Luxury 

WETSTYLE brings design and com· 
fort to your bathroom. The Cube 
Collection submerges your body for 
total relaxation. Lavatories combined 
with oak or stainless steel furn iture 
provide an earthy finish ing touch for 
both collections. 

Toll-free 866-842-1367 
wetsyle.ca 

Conde House 

Top is made out of white oak or 
walnut planks with visib le ebony 
swallowtail wood joints. Smooth and 
distressed surfaces are available. 
St<iinless steel legs. 

Shown: Tosai Round Table 
by Peter Maly 

Conde House Showroom 
2 Henry Adams Street #291 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Tel. 415-864-8666 
condehouse.com 

Pri ntologie 
Modern Home Accents 

Cozy up to the fire with our Blanche 
duBois pillow, a g raphic interpreta­
tion of a white birch forest. Digitally 
printed on silk. 12 x 16 inch lumbar 
style. See more of our modern and 
contemporary p illow designs at our 
website. 

printologie.com 



botanisr 
lndoorwoutdoor furniture 

Botanist 

+ benche. 
+ end rabies 

+cocktail rabies 

The environmentally green design 
of Botanist combines iconic forms 
with engineered veneers, durable 
powder coatings, and innovative 
water-jet graphics to create a system 
so versatile it can be used indoors 
and out. Custom colors and 
graphics available. 

Shown: Cocktail, end table, and 
bench 

Orange22 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Tel. 213-972-9922 
orange22modern.com 

Introducing ALINEA 9200 

ALINEA 9200 is the latest addition 
to AAMSCO Lighting's collection 
of energy saving bath and vanity 
luminaries. Achieve total control and 
versatility with ALINEA 9200's elec­
t ronic dimming feature. Choose from 
our selection of high color render­
ing lamps to reach a perfect color 
balance for your individual needs. 
The ALINEA 9200 is available in two 
lengths and a variety of finishes. 

Call for a free color brochure. 

RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space-keep your lightl 
We specialize in creating beautiful 
space-dividing systems designed to 
create private environments without 
sacrificing natural light. System 
choices include: slid ing, bypassing, 
pocket, folding, pivot, and fixed. 
A variety of frames and translucent 
layers to choose from. Visit our 
website for more details. 

Tel. 212-421-0641 
raydoor.com 

AAMSCO Lighting, Inc. 
Toll-free 800-221-9092 
Fax 843-278-0001 
aamsco.com 

Most Comfortable 
Sofa Sleeper 

Patented system eliminates metal 
bars associated with an uncomfort­
able sofa or poor night's sleep. 
Sleepers are 80" long and available 
in king, queen, full, twin, and cot 
sizes. 

Unlike the competition, your feet 
won't hang off the end of our beds. 

aufurniture.com 

Big Chill 

Get out of the box, and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function­
ality, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we left off was the 
chisel; no defrosting required! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
bigchillfridge.com 
info@bigchillfridge.com 

Sumo Lounge 
High-Tech Beanbags for 
Modem Lifestyles 

Sumo Lounge hig h-tech beanbag fur­
n iture offers the stylish, versatile solu­
tion for modern lifestyles. Made from 
durable space-age nylon filled with 
top-quality foam beads. Lightweight, 
stain resistant, and easy to clean. 

Toll-free 866-340-SUMO (7866) 
sumolounge.com 

kitHAUS k3 

The backyard office, playroom, work­
out studio, get-away-from-the-kids 
escape you've always wanted. K3 
ships flat and assembles in two days. 
Plus, its compact 117 square feet 
make it permit exempt in most areas. 

Tel. 415-676-6648 
ki thaus.com 
info@kithaus.com 



Seascape Lighting 

With in-house custom printing 
capabilities, Seascape can take your 
designs or ideas and bring them 
to light on pendants, wall sconces, 
table and floor lamps. We have a vast 
array of materials in which to choose 
from. Call or email us for a catalog 
or quote. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
Fax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

The Beholder 
Affordable Emerging Art 

We feature over 60 artists from 
the U.S., U.K .. and Canada and 
offer original works to purchase 
directly from our website. Browse 
painting, photography, drawing, 
and mixed media. 

Shown: Juliette Borda 

San Francisco, USA 
Tel. 415-238-9244 

beholder-art.com 

Sarah Boss 

Abstract photography for the 
modern home. 

Featuring industrial-grade fine 
art prints. 

Suitable for high traffic environments. 

Hang them naked. Live in inspiration. 

Print catalog available for $50. 

Tel. 503-686-4621 
sarahboss.com 
info@sarahboss.com 

Address Numbers 

largest selection of architectural 
address numbers. 41 different styles 
- from modern to traditional. 
12 finishes- satin and anodized 
aluminum, bronze, and others. 
Sizes 2"-24". Lifetime warranty. 

Shown: 5" Ribbon Deeplsalin alumi­
num finish; 4 " Ribbon Condensed/ 
satin aluminum; 3" Architectural/ 
oxidized bronze 

Tel. 818-503-9443 
architecturalnumbers.com 

Hand-forged Iron Campaign daybed, 
Now $699. Optional trundle 1torea under. 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand­
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
iron, brass, and steel. Free catalog. 
Factory showroom open to public. 
Web/phone orders welcome. We 
ship anywhere. 

55 West 17 St. 
New York, NY 10011 
Toll-free 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

Mid-Centuri 
Charity Project 
A Mod Livin' Exclusive 

Through April 26, 2008, when you 
purchase select furnishings, accesso­
ries or services at modlivin.com, we'll 
donate a portion of sales to organi­
zations battling AIDS. Joining Mod 
Livin' are such noteworthy partners 
as Adelta, A lessi, Kartell, Modernica, 
and more. 

Toll-free 888-833-2884 
modlivin.com 

\he or•9lna.\ 

SCR ATCH L OUNGE. 
Wor\d•s Be:tt Ca.t !5cra.1c:he,..' 

Scratch Lounge 

It's Astounding ! Cats spend ten 
t imes longer on the patented Scratch 
Lounge® than on one-sided card­
board scratchers. 

Go to scratchlounge.com and see 
why the Scratch lounge is truly the 
World's Best Cat Scratcher! 

scratch lounge.com 



The Furniture 
Collection 

ModernFurnitureClassics.com 
GardensAndGazebos.com 
CoolKidsFurniture.com 
ChicModern.eu 
BarBazar.com 

Toll-free 888-7-GET-TFC 
Toll-free 888-743-8832 
Thefurniturecollection.com 
info@thefurniturecollection.com 

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. 
Fine Gardens Designed and Built 

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. provides 
innovative desig n and construction 
services and specializes in complex 
residential gardens. Official con­
t ractor for Dwell Outdoor 2007, 
Bertotti Landscaping provides pro­
fessional design/build contracting 
and project management. 

With over 30 years of business serv­
ing the North Bay Area, including 

Napa, Sonoma, and Marin counties, 

LBCLighting.com 
Think Contemporary 

Wall-mounted luminaire 
Chrome frame 
Milk-white diffuser 

Shown: Tris wall light 

LBCLighting.com 
10920 East Thienes Avenue 
South El Monte, CA 91733 
Toll-free 800-522-0407 
lbclighting.com 
sales@lbclighting.com 

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. b lends the 
energy of nature and the splendor 
of your home to create your vision 
of the perfect garden. 

Please visit our website for more 
information. 

2425 Adobe Road 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
Tel. 707-559-7077 

berto tti.com 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
on cotton canvas. They arrive fully 
stretched and ready to hang. Sized 
three to five feet and priced $ 199 to 
$379 (free shipping)! Complete your 
space with an innovat ive M-DC. 

Toll-free 888-345-0870 
md-canvas.com 

Step Into the Future 

Europa Stairways: a new genera­
t ion of stairs and railing systems of 
custom-made g lass, stainless steel, 
wood, powder-coated steel, cables 
railings, acrylic, LED light systems 
in glass treads, and more! For com­
mercial and residential use. Model 
73 MF starting from $8,000. Visit our 
homepage. We design and build 
your dream stairs. 

Tel. 786-845-9844 
europastairways.com 

md-canvas. com 

Fusion Furniture LLC 

Reborn: RE series by Tim George. 
Carts originally manufactured in 
the 1950s for the medical profes­
sion but never used until their recent 
modification and transition into 
the 852. Limited-edition offer. 

Shown: B52 Stainless Steel Bar, 
c.a. 1952 

Tel. 515-988-6684 
fusionfurnituregallery.com 



OOMPA TOYS 

Oompa 

Unique and modern European 
children's furniture, rugs. and room 
decor items including mobiles and 
pillows. Check out the new P'kolino 
Klick (shown). 

Find the best selection of quality 
baby toys, wooden toys, and gifts 
for young children that are both 
modern and whimsical for the little 
ones in your life. 

Toll-free 888-825-41 09 
oompa.com 

Comfy]) 
35 Sizes 

7000 Fabrics 

Comfortable, Durable, 
Customized Seating 

Six designs, three firmnesses. three 
heights, three depths, numerous 
lengths, ten wood colors, other 
options. Lifetime construction, 
economical to re-cover. Cleanable/ 
hygienic, disassemble-able for mov­
ing. Pet/kid friendly. Moderate prices. 
The alternative to bulky. squishy, 
disposable furniture. Please visit us 
online, or call for free literature. 

Toll-free 800-659-0436 
comfy1.com 

Concrete Casting 
and Applications 

M. M.Collins 
PO Box 613 
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 
Tel. 650-868-4544 
maryround.com 

Rakks® Shelving 
Systems 

Rakks is your source for sophisticated 
and flexible shelving solutions. Floor­
to·ceiling compression poles (shown) 
are used to create a combination 
shelving unit and room d ivider. 
Information about our full line of 
wall -mounted and pole-supported 
shelving products can be found on 
our website. 

Toll-free 800-826-6006 
rakks.com 

Your Fav Photos 
into Fab Art! 

Join the many celebrities who have 
chosen one of the 40 fun and unique 
designs photowow creates from your 
favorite photos. Easily place your 
order online, choose a design. and 
receive a print on canvas from 12" 
x 12· to 42" x 42" one week after 
approving your proof. Priced from 
$139 to $589. Easily order on line at 
photowow.com. 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 

MoMA Design Store 

The Alessi company has long been 
at the forefront of innovative and 
inspired product design. In February 
2008 the MoMA Design Store 
launches Destination: Alessi, a 
selection of limited-edition products 
reintroduced from the Alessi archive 
exclusively for MoMA. The products 
selected span the second half of 
the twentieth century and include 
designs by Ettore Sottsass. Silvio 
Coppola, and Guilio Confalonieri, 

FabulousStationery.com 

Designed exclusively for you: 
personalized note cards w ith a fresh, 
contemporary vibe. Over 375 designs. 
Create invitations, thank you notes 
and announcements as unique as 
you are. Enjoy our signature return 
address option at no extra charge. 
Calling cards and notebooks are avail­
able, too! Enter DWELL in the coupon 
code and save $5. 

fabulousstationery.com 

along with products designed by 
Alessi's "Technical Office" in the 
1950s and 1960s. 

Shown; Wire Bowl, Ufficio Tecnico 
Alessi, 1966 

Visit MoMAstore.org to order online 
or for store locations. 

Toll-free 800-447-6662 
mom astore.org 



Inhabit 

Introducing Builtby1 "' from Inhabit. 
Even a lamp should offer opportunity 
for self-expression. Your lamp does 
not have to be like hers, and his is 
nothing like yours. So while you may 
think you are just getting a lamp, we 
see it as an opportunity to get a little 
more of yourself. 

inhabitliving.com 

Recycled 
Aluminum Tile 

Mix modern metal mosaics w ith 
character and texture. Explore our 
galleries of bamboo, cork. stone, 
linoleum, and recycled glass t iles 
and order samples online. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Shown: 2" x 2· mixed finishes, $35/sf 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
Madison, WI 
Toll-free 866-250-3273 
ecofriendlyflooring.com 

Norwell l i~h1ing .1nd Accl's.,oril'., 
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Norwell 
Lighting and Accessories 

Norwell Lighting and Accessories 
is proud to introduce design-and­
finish-matched solid brass lighting 
and accessories from traditional 
to modern. 

The Elizabeth is available as a single, 
double, or triple sconce in polished 
nickel, brushed nickel, or oil-rubbed 
bronze. Seven matching bath acces· 
sories complete the suite. 

82 Stevens Street 
East Taunton, MA 02718 
Toll-free 800-822-2831 
www.norwellinc.com 

Chef's Mats by Gel Pro 

Finally, you can spend t ime in the 
kitchen creating your favorite meals 
without the pain and d iscomfort 
caused by hard kitchen floors! As 
seen on HGTV, Gel Pro Mats are filled 
with a soft gel that makes standing 
on even the hardest kitchen floor a 
p leasure. These innovative mats are 
scientifically engineered to absorb 
shock and reduce pain-causing pres­
sure. Enjoy time spent in the kitchen 
even if you suffer from back pain, 

HydroSwing 
Walls and Doors 

Add innovation and modernizat ion to 
any home design with a HydroSwing 
wall or door. In one clean, strong 
movement an entire wall can ra ise­
opening up design options never 
seen before. Be the first to impress 
with a hydraulic HydroSwing wall 
or door. 

Toll-free 866-60-HYDRO 
hydroswing.com 

foot pain, or arthritis. Designer colors 
in tradit ional and exotic textures. 
Available in many sizes and all mats 
are stain resistant. Don't worry about 
red wine or pasta sauce spills- dean­
up's a breeze! Proudly made in USA. 
Makes a great gift! Order today! 

Toll-free (866) GEL-MATS 
Toll-free (866) 435-6287 
gelmats.com 

Avalisa 
Experience Life More Fully 
Through Color and Design 
with Avalisa Wall Art 

Modern wall art collections for adults 
and children ... custom designs, col· 
ors, and sizes avai lable. 

Tel. 317-225-4398 
avalisa.com 
in fo@avalisa.com 



Modern Outdoor 

Deep, comfortable, luxurious out­
door furn iture. Our Luma line is 
manufactured with anodized alumi· 
num-perfect for coastal applications. 
U.S. made, 100 percent recyclable. 
Luma includes tables, benches, 
chairs, bar-height products, settees, 
accents, ottomans, daybeds, club 
chairs, and sofas. 

Tel. 818-785-0171 
Fax 818-785-0168 
modernoutdoor.com 

show I ifestyle.com 

Show, a modern lifestyle store 
located in Los Angeles, features 
a stylish array of international design. 

You will find an ever-changing 
collection of furniture, housewares, 
accessories, wallpaper. jewelry, 
and books. 

showlifestyle.com 

Shenspace 
Conscious Modern Art and Design 

Eastern influence and urban energy. 
Orig inal abstract and modern paint· 
ings that specialize in Asian and 
Buddhist-inspired images. 

New York Studio 
Tel. 646-373-7263 

The ART Bar 
Tiburon, CA 
Tel. 415-435-3999 
shenspace.com 

Soapstone Stoves 
Warm and Beautiful 

Wood and gas stoves that combine 
fine furniture design with whole· 
house heating performance. No elec­
trical power required. Call for 
a free catalog or visit our website. 

Woodstock Soapstone Company 
66 Airpark Road, Dept. 3125 
West Lebanon, NH 03784 
Toll-free 888-664-8188 
woodstove.com 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable, and vision­
ary designers around the world. 
Like the original Bubble chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. 

Visit us on line or in our store! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
Toll-free 866-758-7430 
Tel. 323-951-0748 
plushpod.com 

Mila International 

Mila lnternational's new line of stain­
less steel kitchen sinks features our 
exclusive tri-mount installation system 
(patent pending), which enables 
our sinks to be installed three ways: 
under-mount, drop-in, and as the 
industry's first and only specifically 
designed flush-mount sink. Besides 
their aesthetic uniqueness, our tri­
mount sinks offer that special atten-

0 FOR THE I MEMBER 
PLANEl: 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art ... the Cirq ue ceiling fan, a 
h igh-performance dynamic sculpture, 
Good Design Award winner. View 
mahogany and multicolored blade 
versions on our website. Includes 
SOW light and touch control system, 
remote control available. Lifetime 
warranty. Buy great fan and light-
ing designs on our website or call 
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
92art.com 

t i on to quality and detail that makes 
us standout amongst the competi· 
t ion. Mila offers a full line of 35 mod­
els including standard under-mount 
sinks and the tri-mount sinks. 

Tel. 646-415-8666 
mila-international.com 



Custom Modern Doors 

Largest selection of design doors. 

Agent inquiries welcome. 

MODERNU5 
Toll-free 800-755-8940 
modernus.com 

CurvTec 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com­
mercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style- they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over 50 years. 
Retai l showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com 

The Architectural Ceiling Enhancement ... 

The ceiling, reinvented. CurvTec is 
your answer to empty, texture-less 
expanses of drywall ceiling in your 
contemporary home or commer-
cial space. Our innovative ceiling 
enhancement provides focus and 
gentle lighting to your well-planned, 
modern interiors. You will be pleas· 
antly surprised at the ease of installa­
tion of our CurvTec products. 

Please visit us at curvtec.com 
to see our full line of products. 

You'll never look at ceilings in the 
same way again ... 

CurvTec 
Tel. 505-345-4545 
curvtec.com 

RAIS Gabo Gas II 

The Gabo Gas II has been designed 
according to the best of the Rais 
traditions where design, quality, 
functionality, and safety are the four 
cornerstones of all our production. 

rais.com 

Bridge 
by SpectraDecor 

We create these stainless steel door 
pulls to your specifications in our 
Seatle studio. Recycled glass or eco­
resin accents. Available as singles or 
back-to-back pairs. Catalogues and 
samples. 

Shown: 18' x 2· with recycled glass 

Toll-free 800-550-1986 
spectradecor.com 

Modern Cabana 

Modern and green designer acces­
sory structures. Whether it's 100 
or 1,000+ square feet, the cabana's 
prefabricated design leaves room for 
imagination and budget to acces­
sorize your unit to fit the way you live. 

modern cabana.com 



Shades of Green Landscape Architecture 
Sustainable by Design, Innovative by Nature 

Shades of Green is a full-service 
landscape architecture firm offering 
original design solutions tailored to 
the client's needs. Designing resi­
dential and commercial p rojects in 
California and beyond. 

Sausalito, CA 
Tel. 415-332-1485 
shadesofgreenla.com 

Shoji Specialists 
Since 1982 
Emphasizing Quality Features, 
Design. and Durability 

We strive to surpass your expecta­
tions with our fine detailing, exclusive 
materials, and award-winning wood­
working. We desig n our shoj i to func­
tion in any environment and still look 
"brand new" years from now. 25 years 
of custom-built shoji doors-imagine 
the possibilities! 

Tel. 707-485-5550 
designshoji.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the 
Modern Lollygagger 

Reconsider the iconic Adirondack. 
Sustainable recycled materials, 
no maintenance and it may just last 
longer than you. Perfect for your 
small backyard space. 

Shown: LB3 

lolldesigns.com 

BACI" L.E.D. Mirrors 
Have the best of both worlds! 

Now you can experience the familiar 
luxury of a Baci mirror with a new, 
slim profile and the energy savings of 
LED illumination. Wall-mounted and 
vanity-top models offer crisp. clear 
light with a fraction of the usual heat 
and energy consumption. 50,000+ 
hour LEDs mean no bulbs to change! 
Solid brass construction, optical qual­
ity 3x or Sx glass. in your choice of 
designer and custom finishes. 

Toll-free 800-327-6585 
bacibyremcraft.com/dwell 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

ABC's Extreme Makeover chose 
award-winning artist Campbell Laird, 
for their modern home episode. 
Dwell magazine chose Campbell for 
its first Dwell Home. Join collectors 
from Trump Tower in NYC to mod­
ernist homes of the Hollywood Hills. 
Archival, limited edit ion artworks. 

Shown: Avoca series 

Tel. .310-915-5319 
campbelllairdstudio.com 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 

Discover the Comfort of Warmth 

An elegant combination of sleek, 
Eurostyle design and energy-efficient 
heating technology, Villeroy and 
Boch by Zehnder towel radiators pro· 
vide year-round comfort in a range of 
sizes and output. 

Included remote thermostat allows 
for seven-day programming to warm 
the bathroom and towels before 
you wake up, or whenever warmth 
is desired. 

These new Zehnder towel radiators 
are offered in two series, the Cinus 
and Ovida. Available in standard, 
metallic and six special colors to 
match the Villeroy & Boch porce­
lain. Custom color match finishes 
available. 

Zehnder America 
Toll-free 888-778-6701 
zehnderamerica.com 



155 Designs Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelv· 
ing system. ISS Designs combines 
a clean modern look with strength 
and ease of installation. Wall­
mounted and pole-mounted options. 
Anodized aluminum hardware 
with custom shelves and cabinets 
for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free 877-477-5487 
issdesigns.com 
info@issdesigns.com 

PALAZZEITrGroup Ltd. 

www.palazzetti.com 

• 
Custom Modern Portraits 
Art from your DNA, Fingerprints, or Lips 

The world's most personalized 
art. Great gift idea. Printed on high­
quality canvas. We send you an easy 
to use kit and instruetions. Process 
is simple and painless. Each piece 
is as unique as you. 

DNA Portraits: choose from 25 
colors and several size options. 
Combine multiple people's DNA 
on a single canvas. Swab·based 
collection method. $390+ 

Fingerprint Portraits: Thousands of 
color options. Collection kit includes 
ink strips and collection card. $190+ 

KISS Portraits: Turn lips into art_ 
Includes M.A.C lipstick in collection 
kit. $290+ 

Toll free 866-619-9574 
www.dna11.com 

Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or traditiona l. 
Pre-designed or custom. 
Small, medium, and large or 
multi-family. 

Affordable. Real. Available Now. 
Available in the U.S. and Canada. 

Toll-free 877-379-4382 
hivemodular.com 
info@hivemodular.com 

SHAD ESCAPES~ 

There are umbrellas ... 
and there are 
ShadeMakers 

Only ShadeMakers marry contem­
porary design, yacht-grade materi· 
als and over 200 designer colors. 
Developed by New Zealand sailing 
captain Russell Bond, they're a marvel 
of durability and precision engineer­
ing. ShadeScapes USA is the exclu· 
sive U.S., Canadian, and Caribbean 
importer of the Shade Makers brand. 

Toll-free 866-997-4233 
shadescapesusa.com/dwell 

davistudio fine 
porcelain 
Modern Table Art 

100 percent carbon neutral. 
Custom dinnerware, 
serveware, and vases. 
Original designs. 
Handmade in U.S. and 
environmentally sensitive. 

Tel. 518-392-7308 
davistudio.com 
maryanne@davistudio.com 

RabbitAir 
MinusA2"" Air Purifier 

M odern, innovative, ultra-quiet. 
wall-mountable, air purifier features 
six-stage filtration with customized 
filter and deodorization to purify 
the air you breathe. Unit comes 
with five-year warranty and lifetime 
24n tech support. 

Save $20 by entering DWJ8 at 
checkout. 

Toll-free 888-866-8862 
rabbitair.com 
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2Modern.com 
Unique. Conscious. Functional. Beautiful. 

2Modern features furniture, 
light ing, and accessories for 
the modern lifestyle. 

Special promotion code for Dwell 
subscribers: Dwell 

Toll-free 888-222-4410 
2modern.com/dwell 

Art Museum 
Street Banners 

Exhibition banners that once hung on 
city streetpoles are now available for 
your home. Own one of these dra­
matic artworks from MoMA, LACMA, 
SFMOMA, Art Institute of Chicago, 
and others. 

New arrivals every month­
subscribe to our free newsletter 
at betterwall.com. 

Tel. 303-756-6615 
betterwall.com 

Genius Jones 

Offering exceptional customer 
service and the best collection of 
smart design for kids and parents. 
Online gift registry is available. 

Shown: HiLo Chair with remarkably 
simple 2-in-1 rotating seat, $395 

Toll-free 866-GENIUS·J 
Toll-free 866-436-4875 
geniusjones.com 

House of 
European Design 

Modern Elegance-our crystal light­
ing from Europe combines old world 
elegance with contemporary luxury. 
Blending chrome accents with t radi· 
t ional cut crysta ls creates the perfect 
accent for any living space. 

Shown: Pegasus Suspension Lamp 

431 Jackson Street 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 41 S-391-7998 
design-eu.com 

Beehive Co-op 
Local by Design 

Beehive Co-op is reinventing retail 
and redefining craft. Our mission is 
to nurture the creativity and entrepre· 
neurial spirit of emerging designers 
and in the process invigorate local 
communities with lovingly crafted, 
locally made products from the most 
talented professional designers in the 
region. Beehive Co-op is understated 
exuberance, a dynamically evolving 
mix of designers and products not 

Get Your Hands 
on J Schatz 

Using instinct and inspiration, 
J Schatz creates products that 
bring wonder and joy to life. Hand 
made ceramic products exquisitely 
f inished in g lossy color. Egg Bird 
Feeders, Egg Bird Houses, Egg 
Planters, and more. Indulge in a 
moment of wonder with a J Schatz 
product today. 

Toll-free 866-344-5267 
jschatz.com 

found at the local mall. Whether you 
are seeking a shop to call your own, 
a place to market and grow your 
business, or handmade products to 
covet, Beehive is inspired retail. 

Franchise opportunities available. 

Tel. 678-429-1418 
beehiveco-op.com 
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Cisco Home 
Sustainable Living 

We are proud to lead the industry 
in offering fully-sustainable furniture 
for people who embrace the ele· 
gance of enduring craftsmanship 
and the organic beauty of pure 
natural materials because fine living 
should be natural. 

Locations: Los Angeles, San Francisco 
New York J ABC Home 

ciscohome.net 

Stainless Steel 
Hardware 
Imported from Germany 

Exceptional 100 percent stainless 
steel levers at affordable pricing. 
Privacy and passage functions 
available. 

Exclusive limited-time discount for 
Dwell readers; enter code: dwell0308 

Shown: New York, Toronto, Verona 

stainlesssteelstuff.com 

Distinctive Track Hardware 

Make a statement with sliding doors. 
Wide selection of styles, sizes, and 
finishes. Enhance offices, lofts, homes, 
and more with hardware that can 
transform any room. For fast, friendly, 
old-fashioned service give us a call! 
Mention this ad for a dealer d iscount. 

Guaranteed Lowest Price. 

Specialty Doors 
Toll-free 866-815-8151 
barndoorhardware.com 

Modern Tots 

Everything for the modern home with 
children including furniture, bedding, 
toys, and accessories. Free shipping 
on orders over $99. 

Visit us online or in store. Call for 
catalog. 

53 Pearl Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Toll-free 877-287-0453 
moderntots.com 

Soapstone Countertops 
Style Meets Durability 

As North America's largest soapstone 
supplier, we have fabricators in your 
area ready to measure, craft and 
install your custom countertop, back· 
splash, sink, and floor tile. Naturally 
non-porous and antibacterial, soap· 
stone is also impervious to heat and 
stains. Samples available. 

Green Mountain Soapstone Corp. 
Toll-free 800-585-5636 
greenmountalnsoapstone.com 
info@greenmountainsoapstone.com 

ArtByLT.COM 

Original paintings and limited-edition 
g iclee prints on canvas and paper 
by New York abstract artist, Lynne 
Taetzsch. View her ready-to-hang art 
sized 1 s· x 1 s· to 60" x 60" in our 
online gallery. 

Studio 
Ithaca, NY 
Tel. (607) 273-1364 
artbylt.com 



Unison 
Live Well Together 

A minimalist's dream come t rue. 
Understated stripes w ith a calming 
effect. 

Our Martin twin bedding in lilac, from 
$28 to $120. Made in Portugal, 220 
thread count, snap closure duvet. 
Lush square p illow in orchid $52. 100 
percent cotton, hand printed, with 
feather and down fill. Martin roll p il­
low in nectar $55. 100 percent cotton 
with polyester fill. Made in USA. 

Tirmizi Campbell 
Architecture. Interior Design. 
Furniture Design. 

An innovative New York City based 
design firm with a broad range of 
impressive projects including resi­
dential, retail, work space and exhi­
bition design. The f irm's residential 
projects consist of interior apartment 
renovations, multi-level buildings, 
and newly constructed townhouses. 

tirmizicampbell.com 

Shop online, order toll free, or con­
tact us to find an authorized retailer 
in your area. 

Toll-free 877-492-7960 
unisonhome.com 

Unicahome 
Style. Selection. Service. 

Taika means magic in Finnish. 
Dinnerware transformed into magical 
forest tales by designer and illust rator 
Klaus Haapaniemi for Itta la. Discover 
bridal registry magic at Unicahome. 

Toll-free 888-898-6422 
unicahome.com 

EUROFLUES 
Celebrating the Art of the Flame 

Euroflues showcases contemporary 
European fireplace designs- sus­
pended, sculptural, and rotating­
on the web and in our showroom. 
Working with architects, designers, 
and homeowners. 

Tel. 505-992-0123 
euroflues.com 

Versatility and Vision 

City or country living, our pre­
fabricated steel build ings can be 
customized to fit any urban or rural 
environment. Designed by our award­
winning engineers, MiracleTruss 
buildings provide incredible versatil­
ity and flexibility to fit any lifestyle. 

Miracle Steel is a leading manufac­
turer of pre-engineered steel build ­
ings with a unique web truss design. 
For more than 35 years, Miracle Truss 
build ings have survived b lizzards, 

Chern er 
The Chemer Chair Company 

The 1958 molded p lywood armchair 
by Norman Cherner is a mid-century 
icon. Cherner tables, chairs, and 
stools are fully licensed products 
of the Cherner Chair Company. 
Reissued from the original drawings 
and molds. Made in the U.S.A. 

Toll-free 866-243-7637 
chernerchair.com 

tornadoes, hurricanes, typhoons, and 
earthquakes without a single report 
of structural damage. 

Our buildings feature a unique 
hybrid of edge-mounted wood g irts 
and purlins combined with open web 
stee l trusses to create a versatile and 

superior structure. 

Miracle Truss 
Toll-free 800-409-0744 
miracletruss.com 



A&D Building 
212-644-2766 
adbuilding.com 

Acura 
800-TO-ACURA 
acura.com 

American Institute of Architects 
202-626-7300 
aia.org 

Ann Sades 
annsacks.com 

Armstrong Flooring 
armstrong.com 

Art Craft 
905-354-5657 
artcraftkitchens.com 

Bang & Olufsen America, Inc. 
bang-olufsen.com 

SDI 
bdiusa.com 

Beef Council 
beefitswhatsfordinner.com 

BluDot 
612-782-1844 
bludot.com 

BoConcept 
boconcept.us 

Cadillac 
800-333-4CAD 
cadillac.com 

Caesarstone Quam Surface 
877-978-2789 
caesarstoneus.com 

California Closets 
calclosets.com 

Carl Hansen 
416-572-2173 
carlhansen.com 

Cassina USA 
800-770-3568 
cassinausa.com 

Crypton Super Fabrics 
800-CRYPTON 
cryptonfabric.com 

Culina Blu LTD 
877-867-9600 
culinablu.com 

De La Espada 
delaespada.com 

Design Centro Italia 
italydesign.com 

Contact Our 
Advertisers 

Direct Buy 
directbuy.com 

Eileen Fisher 
eileenfisher.com 

Empyrean 
deckhouse.com 

Ernestomeda 
ernestomeda.com 

Form + Function 
800-264-0057 
formplusfunction.com 

Gaggenau 
877-4GAGGENAU 
gaggenau-usa.com 

Gardeners Guild 
415-457-0400 
gardenersguild.com 

Geek Squad 24 Hour Computer 
Support Task Force 
800-GEEKSOUAD 
geeksquad.com 

Hastens 
866-50-HASTENS 
hastens.com 

HenryBuilt 
henrybuilt.com 

Herman Miller 
800-646-4400 
hermanmiller.com 

Highbrow Furniture 

888-329-0219 
highbrowfurniture.com 

Hive 
866-MOD-HIVE 
hive modern.com 

lnfiniti 
infinfti.com 

ltaliana Salotti 
italianasalotti.com 
info@italianasalotti.com 

Konzuk 
888-858-7793 
konzuk.com 

Lacava 
888-522-2823 
lacavadesign.com 

Lexus 
800-USA-LEXU5 
lexus.com 

ligne Roset 
800-BY-ROSET 
ligne-roset-usa.com 

When contacting our advertisers, 
please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 

Maharam 
800-64S-3943 
maharam.com 

Marvin Windows and Doors 
800-268-7 644 
marvin.com 

Matteograssi 
646-249-0259 
matteograssi.it 

Mythic Paint 
888-714-9422 
mythic paint.com 

NY loft 
212-206-7400 
nyloft.com 

O levia 
olevia.com 

Pedini 
800-404-0004 
pediniusa.com 

Poli form 
800-POUFORM 
poliformusa.com 

Rocky Mountain Hardware 
rockymountainhardware.com 

Room& Board 
800-486-6S54 
roomandboard .com 

Samuel Heath 
212-S99-0S7S 
samuel-heath.com 

Spark Modern Fires 
866-938-3846 
sparkfires.com 

The Infinity 
415-512-7700 
the-infinity.com 

The Sliding Door Co. 
slidingdoorco.com 

Uponor 
uponor-usa.com 

Woodford Reserve 
woodfordreserve.com 

Y lighting 
888-888-4449 
ylighting.com 
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ON DESIGN LA 

CONFERENCE · EXHIBITION · HOME TOURS 

Register at 
Dw-ellOnDesign.cotn 

and Save 50°/o 

REAL, LIVE, MODERN DESIGN 

Conference: June 5-6 Exhibition: June 7-8 
Los Angeles Convention Center DwellOnDesign.com 

On February 24th, 
the Red Carpet Extends 

to San Francisco. 

Join us for the annual Academy of Friends Gala 
and help support Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations. 

Reserve tickets now at: academyoffriends.org 

Melt Pendant by 

TECH L IGHTING" 

Better Lighting. Better Living. 

Offering the best in modern lighting. 

fans and home accessories. including 

Tech. Artemide. FontanaArte. Flos. 

Foscarini. LBL. Modern Fan and more. 

Lu mens.com .. 
LIGHT+ LIVING 

877.445.4486 



38 Dwell.com 
Connect the Dots 
dwell.com/dwellconnect 
Kitchen Blog 
dwell.com/kitchen 
Video Visits 
dwell.com/video 

43 In the Modern World 
Greensboro, NC 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
greensboronc.org 
Urban Studio at Interior Architecture 
iarcurbanstudio.blogspot.com 
Robert Charest 
Assistant Professor and Director of 
Urban Studio 
rmchares@uncg.edu 
University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro 
uncg.ed u 
Department of Interior Architecture 
102 Maud Gatewood Studio ArtS 
P0Box26170 
Greensboro, NC 27402-6170 
Tel. 336-256-0304 
Lowe's Home Improvement 
!owes.com 
Trex deck flooring 
trex.com 
Bartlett School of Architecture 
bartlett.ucl.ac.uk 
Millennium Dome 
millennium-dome.com 
Tower Bridge 
towerbridge.org.uk 
Autodesk 3d Studio Max & Maya 
autodesk.com 
After Effects CS3 by Adobe 
adobe.com 
Shake by Apple 
apple.com/shake 
Barbican Arts Centre 
barbican.org.uk 

71 My House 
Rick Black Architects 
rickblack.net 
Tel. 512-472-2826 
Zocalo Design 
zocalodesign.com 
Jennifer Orr 
wrtdesign.com 
Austin, TX 
austintexas.org 
Fireslate countertop 
fireslate.com 
Tel. 800-S23-5902 

80 Off the Grid 
Greg Gibson 
ggibson@wbarch.com 
Wilkinson Blender Architects 
wbarch.com 
Smog Veil Records 
smogveil.com 

Steel-framed wind turbines by 
Aerotecture International 
aerotecture.com 
Togo Fireside chair and ottoman 
ligne-roset-usa.com 
Panelite doors 
e-panelite.com 
Wave chaise by Float 
floatland.com 
Firebowl by Colombo 
Construction Corp. 
firefeatures.com 

86 Dwell Reports 
Michael Andrews 
elginpark.com 
RoomGroove by Klipsch 
klipschaudio.com 
SoundDock Portable by Bose 
bose.com 
George by Chestnut Hill Sound 
chillsound.com 
Model l by Geneva Lab 
genevalab.com 
2X by Vers Audio 
versaudio.com 

92 Conversation 
David Adjaye 
adjaye.com 
Museum of Contemporary Art Denver 
mcartdenver.org 
Rough Trade Record Shop 
roughtrade.com 
Rivington Place 
rivingtonplace.org 
Idea Store 
ideastore.co.uk 
Nobel Peace Center 
nobelpeacecenter.org 

98Archive 
Bertrand Goldberg Archive 
bertrandgoldberg.org 
Bauhaus 
bauhaus.de/english 
Art Institute of Chicago 
Bertrand Goldberg Archive 
artic.edu 
Marina City 
g reatbuildings.com/buildings/ 
Marina_City.html 

107 Process 
Freedom of Creation 
freedomofcreation.com 
100% Design 
1 OOpercentdesign.co.uk 
SolidWorks 
solidworks.com 
Rhino 
rhino3d.com 
EOS GmbH Electro Optical Systems 
eos.info 
Milan Furniture Fair 
cosmit.it 

112 Small Spaces 
KB Home 
kbhome.com 
Toll Brothers 
tollbrothers.com 
Palos Verdes Home 
designyourownhome.com 

114 Nice Box 
Sarni Rlntala and Dagur Eggertsson 
samirintala.com 
GalleriROM 
r·o·m.no 
Pendant light by Cathrine Kullberg 
cathrinekullberg.com 
Pillows by Charle s and Ray Eames 
maharam.com 

120 Pretty Super 
A+I Design Corp. 
aplusi.com 
Tel. 212-460-9500 
Mingo Design 
mingodesign.com 
Low library 
Columbia Unive rsity 
gs.columbia.edu/kevinmap/ 
lowmemorial.htm 
Pendant lights by lngo Maurer 
ingo-maurer.com 
Swan chairs by Fritz Hansen 
fritzhansen.com 
Captain's Mirror by BDDW 
bddw.com 
Case Study Arm Shell chair by 
Modernica 
modemica.net 
Outdoor dining table and chairs 
ikea.com 
Dining room chairs by Che mer 
chernerchairs.com 
Television by Panasonic 
panasonic.com 
Master bathroom tiles by Artistic Tiie 
artistictile.com 
Kid's bathroom tiles by Nemo Tiie 
nemotile.com 

128 Good Mews 
Scape Architects 
scape-architects.com 
Brampton bicycles 
bromptonbicycle.co.uk 
Pop chair and ottoman 
by Christian Werner for ligne Rosel 
ligne-roset-usa.com 
Beosound 9000 multiple CD player. 
Beovision 4 plasma home theater. 
Beolab 8000 loudspeakers, 
and Beocenter 6 television 
by Bang & Olufsen 
bang-olufsen.com 

136 Detour 
Jordi Puig 
www.jordipuig.com.pe 
jordipuig@terra.com.pe 
Jean Pierre Crousse and Sandra Barclay 
barclaycrousse.com 

150 1 01: The Backyard 
Planter and Louis Zinc stool 
areassanfrancisco.com 
Adirondack chair 
lolldesigns.com 
Grill and Stelton watering cans 
thegardener.com 
Eucalyptus pavers and candle holder 
floragrubb.com 
Tel. 415·626-7256 
Striped chair 
leifpetersenfurniture.com 

Chair One 
inyourelementusa.com 
Aigle boots 
ericatanov.com 
Doonnat. dishware, and pitcher 
&cups 
zincdetails.com 
Petal table 
dunkirksf.com 
Zack watering can and seat cushions 
roseandradish.com 
Paperclip cafe table 
knoll.com 
Bambu utensils and Perch birdfeeder 
branchhome.com 
Aviary plates and Arcamita birdfeeder 
velocityartanddesign.com 
Square plates by Working Class Studio 
s hopscadonline.com 
Books 
amazon.com 
FX planter and lantern 
a rchitecturalpottery.com 
Hollow ottoman 
lebello.com 
Props (not shown) 
d wr.com 

17 6 Theme Attic 
Slinkachu 
little-people.blogspot.com 
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Make room for life 
With Sanus Systems, you'll always get smart design, high quality and 

patented technology. Our new, innovative products are easy to install 

and easy to use, giving you more time to enjoy cherished moments 

with friends and family. Learn more at www.SANUS.com. 
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THEME ATTIC SLINKACHU 

176 March 2008 

Using model train figurines and miniature 
props, Sl inkachu, an anonymous street artist, 
reappropriates banal elements of London's 
streetscape to create humorous installations 

with biting social critique. For this issue 
of Dwell, a cavernous drainpipe becomes 
a grand piece of real estate in escrow- we 

can only wonder how much it sold for. 
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