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Pure Power. Whether you are behind the wheel of the all-new 

128i or 135i, you will enJOY all the power BMW is known for. With 

as much as 300 available horsepower and 0-60 1n 5.1 seconds 

driving the all-new 1 will give your goosebumps goosebumps. 

Pure Personalization. While we have distilled the 1 Series, we have 

removed nothing. There are over 19 million possible combinations 

when building your 1, making each customized and unique. And 

making it next to impossible that anyone will ever have the same 1. 

Pure Collectible. The first year's 1 Series will include a specially 

engraved start/stop button, a Certificate of Authenticity and a 

limited-edition 1 Series book denoting that it is part of Year One 

Of The 1. Many will want into this club. Few will be part of it. Will you? 

Pure Safety. The 1 Series. Condensed? Yes. Missing anything? 

No. Not the BMW performance one expects. Not the BMW 

safety features. Standard features include side, head and thorax 

airbags; antilock self-drying brakes; and Dynamic Stability Control. 

Pure Peace of Mind. It has been reduced, but it is missing nothing, 

including BMW's Ultimate Service " plan. For 4 years/50,000 miles, 

you pay nothing for all scheduled inspections, oil changes, 

brake pads, wiper blade inserts and other wear-and-tear items: 
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Arch itect: Monyama & Teshima Architects Project : Toronto House 

Discover the world's most inspiring windows and doors at www.loewen.com 
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For luxury homeowners - and the architects. designers and custom builders who create 
their dreams - Loewen is the brand that delivers an unrivaled combination of art1sansh1p, 

experience, and environmental sensibility in an extensive line of Douglas Fir, 

FSC Douglas Fir and Mahogany windows and doors. 

Contact Loewen at 1 .800.563.9367 to begin the experience. 

Design. Creat e. Insp ire . 
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HAVE YOU EVER ? 

The Grossglocl<ner has a reputation To some, it 1s malicious, 
spiteful, bitterly cold and painfully inhospitable But the Austrian 
Alps' most imposing range also has its rewards, such as affording 
visitors one of t he planet's most spectacular views Have 
you ever seen the curvature of the earth? The Range Rover has. 
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Editor's Note 
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Wood Gone Wild 
Can't abide your adobe? Find stucco 
yucko? We swing the lumber in this exam­
ination of the highlights and lowlights 
of wood au nature/. 
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1.32 
Raising the Barn 
Arnold and Elise Goodman caught a mean 
case of hay fever, nesting a sturdy new steel 
frame into their turn-of-the-19th-century 
barn. The distinguished gray of the cedar 
cladding makes this Dutchess County, 
New York, residence the local silver fox. 
Story by Marc Kristal 
Photos by Raimund Koch 

140 
Heart of the Country 
Anna and John Carver did what most of 
us only talk about- they never came back 
from vacation. The cheeky Brits ditched 
their London digs and took up permanent 
residence in their refurbished getaway 
house in rural Peasmarsh, England. 
Story by lain Aitch 
Photos by Nigel Shafran 

1A.8 
All Clad 
Wood is good to photographer Ed Reeve, 
whose David Adjaye-designed house in 
North London has us wondering if his neigh­
borhood won't be rechristened Knotty Hill. 
Story by Max Fraser 
Photos by Ed Reeve 

15.6 
Custom Concern 
George Nakashima was an inspired wood­
worker, and with his daughter Mira ably 
carrying on at his studio, the apple doesn't 
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Story by Marc Kristal 
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New York, page 132 
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Adve rt isement 

, 
The Enovo House. 
Intelligent living, now 

In the ro lling farmland j ust north of Montrea l. somh o f the ski resorts. a 

small miracle is tak ing shape. A new house. A house that engenders a 

d iflerent, kindlier way of living - some would say, a more inte lligent way 

o f living. It is a house built o f glass, wood and dreams. It is the En6vo house. 

The name is derived from the Cheyenne word meaning "Your Home". 

The Cheyenne, like a ll Nonh American Ind ian tribes, had a deep, abiding 

respect for the land, and did not abuse it. They lived in comple te harmony 

with nature. They were the original ecolog ists. 

Today, throughout North America-indeed, !he whole world- an increas ing 

number of prescien t a rchitects and developers are looki ng back to the naturc­

respectful lifestyle o f Native Americans, and find ing inspiration. 

Karl Mo ngra in. president of ll'vlE Habitat, Montreal, is one such vis io nary. 

Together with a like-minded team of Mo ntreal architects, he has created a 

house that belongs both to the past, and to the future. From the past, he has 

taken the idea of free-spirited living in c lose contact with the outside world . 

From the fu1ure, he looks to the audac ious develo pments in pre fabricat ion. 

recycling and insu lat ion. In do ing so, he has brought to li fe a living space 

that is compassionate both to those who live within it. those who live around 

it, and to the land upon which it s tands. 

The En6vo house is des igned to evolve. The modular configuration adj usts 

fluent ly in sync wi th the changes and p hases in the live s o f its owners. 

S imi larly. the house adapts effortlessly to any terra in, urban o r outback, 10 

earthquakes, downpours, winter b lizza:rds, scorching heat. 

The house is striki ng. Clean cubist forms, a preponderance o f g lass, a ruriry 

of line. But perhaps the most innovative foature is the Green Roof: a covering 

of seif:sustaining vegetation stretching right acr oss the entire house. This, 

as the Cheyenne knew, is the optimal, and most natura l insulat ion against the 

elements. Undemeaih the roof, rainwater is co llected, fil tered and recycled, 

as is water from ihe laundry. showers, a nd ki tchen. Heating, the rad iant floors, 

air co ndit ioning and security systems are a ll controlled by in!llitivc movement 

sensors. Everything is designed for the minimum abuse of energy and natural 

resources. Even at the conslruction stage, the house can be assembled in a 

matter o f days, with next to no damage to the site or to the surroundings. 

For En6vo owners. life will be filled with space, light and the freedom to 

refashion the ir home to fit evolving lifestyles. C eiling to floor high-perfor­

mance windows will g ive them a breathtaking sensatio n o f openness, space 

to stretch the imagination, and a oneness with the outs ide world. This is the 

mag ic, yet the blinding logic. o f En6vo modular construct ion. 

And then, in the middle o f it a ll this logic and versat ility, the unexpected. 

A courtyard. It is a secret space for meditat ion, Telaxat ion, d reaming, for a 

Jacuzzi under the s tars, a pensive Japanese garclen. a micro winter wonderland, 

a j oyous play area for 1he children. It is the sanc tuary around whic h the e ntire 

house revolves. 

Though born in the countryside near Montreal. the Enovo concept effort lessly 

c rosses national, cultura l, and climatic boundaries. It is a living space designed 

to be at ease with the stucco of Tuseany or the concrete of Los Ange les, the 

tanger ine groves of Marra kech, or the gum irccs o f the Austral ian outback, the 

snows of Aspen, or the deserts of Arizona. Prefabr icated modules are shipped 

from a deep-water port with on-site rail facilit ies. Local and world markets are 

easily and rapid ly accessible in an energy efficient fashion. And anywhere the 

Enovo house goes. it will be constructed from mater ials that ha ve the smallest 

feasib le carbon footprint. 

Just as some build ing materials acqu ire unwieldy carbon fOotpr ints. so do 

human beings. Even a future owner of an En6vo House could un willingly be 

growing one, despite being aware of the need lo conserve energy and protect 

the planet. No amount o f ra inwater conservation. green roors. or intell igent 

ihermostats can help those who ins ist. on expand ing their carbon footprint. 

The house. of course, goes a long way lO redud ng waste and po ll ut ion, but 

those who reside there will have to play their part. Liv ing in an En6vo House 

is an exhilarat ing cxrcricncc, but it is a lso a team effort. 

THE ENOVO HOUSE 
At one with Nature 

wwn'.groupeime.cona 
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If your copy of Dwell is loath to leave its 
spot on the coffee table, give us a remote 
public display of affection at dwell.com. 
(Sent via BlackBerry.) 
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Now that Super Duper Tuesday has passed, 
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awe with our monumental take on Lincoln 
Logs, or avoid those April showers under 
our picks for best umbrella. 
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Londoner Marcus Lee turned a narrow lot 
next to a pickle works into a high-flying 
wood retreat with a garden out back and 
plenty of soaring space upstairs. 

9A 
Off the Grid 
We huffed and puffed, but we couldn't 
blow off the compressed straw bale panels 
of the supersustainable Swiss Strohhaus. 
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Dwell Reports 
We'l l leave it to Congress to table legisla­
tion while we sit down with the hard work 
of electing our primary favorite from a 
delegation of dining tables. Design wonk 
Richard Hansen helps keep us on message. 

106 
Archive 
Occasionally dubbed "the British Eameses," 
Robin and Lucienne Day are far more: a pair 
of innovative furniture and textile designers 
worth their weight in gold - or, better yet, 
pounds sterling. 

11.Z 
Conversation 
Tom Dixon has cribbed a page from the 
Jay-Z playbook: taking a seat at the helm 
of the venerable firm Artek while still 
continuing his reign as Britain's design 
don. Dwell sits down with Dixon to sep­
arate the player from the hustle. 

122 
Outside 
The perpetually ecstatic architect Dan 
Maginn turns his quill to the vagaries of 
sublime beauty, Ernest Borgnine and the 
mother of all ground covers: mulch. 

124 
Process 
No strangers to the junkyard, Scrapile's 
scrappy woodpickers handily salvage every­
thing from discarded Steinways to unused 
bamboo, refashion it as a new wood hybrid 
materia l, and produce everything from side­
boards to hanging lamps to tables. 

166 
Profile 
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Nina Tolstrup, the industrious Dane 
behind Studiomama (named for partner 
Jack Mama, not her maternal status), 
proves design can be serious with a smile. 

1ZA 
Detour 
Gudrun Lilja Gunnlaugsd6ttir of Studio 
Bility takes us on a guided tour of the 
city by the smoky bay: Reykjavik, Iceland. 
She tells us about the local fascination 
with fairies, why we should keep an eye 
on the city's small but burgeoning design 
scene, and how, with all the collaboration 
going on, no man is an Iceland. 

206 
Sourcing 
Nuts for Nakashima, bewitched by Bertoia? 
Our sourcing page will help you lay hands 
on anything and everything in this issue. 

20.8 
Theme Attic 
We turn our back page to the clothing mak­
ers and designers of the Canadian collec­
tive Loyal Loot, who give more thought to 
maples than the Maple Leafs. 

"The house is not about a lot of little 
things. It's one big thing at all times." 

Preston Scott Cohen 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

The Good Wood 
If two materials defined the modern architecture of 
the 20th century, they would be glass and steel. These 
materials-not new, but newly employed-provided the 
structural backbone for our growing cities, and archi­
tects found original expressive avenues in the pared­
down, machine-age aesthetic they provided. 

Why, then, is Dwell devoting an issue to wood? 
Though a sweeping movement on the scale of mod­

ernism has yet to coalesce in this century, chances are 
that when one does, it will address the issues of climate 
change, the depletion of renewable resources, and 
the emergence and integration of new technologies. 
No material is better suited to serve this as-yet-formed 
movement than good old-fashioned wood. 

After all, wood is the ultimate sustainable material. 
Properly harvested, trees grow, get cut down, and are 
replaced with more trees.Across its life cycle, no build­
ing product has lower energy consumption rates. Wood 
essentially acts as storage for carbon dioxide (even 
after it is made into construction material), and when 
recycled as fuel it creates more energy than was used 
in its production. Plus, people tend to like it. Where 
glass and steel are cold and intimidating, wood is warm 
and fuzzy. It's also incredibly versatile. Wood can be as 
prosaic as particleboard or as poetic as burl. 

With this issue we attempt to demonstrate the 
promise of this time-tested material by showing 
the breadth and beauty of its uses. This is perhaps 
best exemplified by two of our featured Dwellings. 
With architect Preston Scott Cohen, Elise and Arnold 
Goodman resurrected an 18th-century barn by inserting 
a steel frame into the structure ("Raising the Barn," 
p.132). The 48 windows built into the cedar siding and 
the open-plan interior fuse with the historic barn in 
a unique stylistic hybrid. In London, architect David 
Adjaye's home for photographer Ed Reeve employs an 
engineered-timber system of precut, interlocking, self­
supporting, cross-laminated spruce panels ("All Clad," 
p.148). Contractor Eurban constructed the kit-of-parts 
structure from Swiss supplier Balteschwiler in two 
days- without a single scrap heading to the dumpster. 

Rounding out our Dwellings is Hut Architecture's 

Sam Grawe, Editor-in-Chief 
sam@dwell.com 

Dwell 

renovation of Anna and John Carver's 1950s country 
bungalow in Peasmarsh, England ("Heart of the 
Country," p.140). New siding of roughly hewn larch 
covered up the old stucco and improved the build­
ing's thermal envelope while neatly bridging the gap 
between modernism and the log cabin. 

Of course, wood's range isn't limited to architectural 
and building applications. In Process (p.124), we visit 
the Brooklyn studio of Scrapile, where two industrious 
designers have literally turned trash into treasure. 
As the company's name implies, all of their products 
are made from the trademark striated lumber they 
create from discarded scraps of wood. 

For Conversation (p.117), senior editor Amber Bravo 
chats with Tom Dixon, who in his short tenure as cre­
ative director of Artek, the Finnish furniture company 
famous for Alvar Aalto's bent birch designs, has updated 
the manufacturer's approach. Having introduced a line 
of bamboo furniture in 2007, Dixon outlines his plans 
to use the material extensively in the future. More sur­
prising, however, is the 2nd Cycle series.Artek has been 
buying back old pieces- warts and all- and giving 
them new life by reframing how they are presented to 
the public. This wabi-sabi approach to sustainability, 
where a manufacturer isn't actually making anything, 
is itself a minor revolution, and Dixon at his best. 

If any 20th-century designer could claim a holistic 
approach to woodworking, it was George Nakashima, 
who from 1940 to 1990 crafted furniture that gave 
wood a lyrical voice. For this issue ("A Custom Concern," 
p.156) author Marc Kristal and photographer Leslie 
Williamson travel to Nakashima's shop and home in 
New Hope, Pennsylvania, to document how his daughter 
Mira has carried the master woodworker's legacy 
into a new century by following the fastidious tenets 
that make a Nakashima piece quite unlike any other. 

Nakashima didn't live in an era of so-called sustain­
ability, but he seems to have understood it.As he 
wrote in 1981's The Soul of a Tree, "It is a stirring moment 
when out of an inert mass drawn from nature we set 
out to produce an object never before seen, an object to 
enhance man's world.Above all, a tree will live again!'1u11 
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Thank you for occasionally featuring 

the design and architecture of Aus­

tralia. People tend to forget about us 

because we are "at the bottom of the 

globe," yet we have some excellent 

design going on here- everything 

from innovative paper lampshades to 

fine examples of prefab and kit houses. 
Which brings me to my next point: 

I would love to see more articles on 

prefab homes in Dwell. It's a g reat 

housing method for the future- tire 
of the location, move your house! 

Jan Hurley-Anderson 

Melbourne, Australia 

December/January 2008's "Industrial 

Revolution" story was a lovely photo­

graphic invitation to enjoy a well­

designed and beautiful house. Inten­
t ionally and artfully, universal design 

was clearly the foundation upon which 

this house was literally built. W hy then 

the baffling decision by your writer 
to use words like "threatening" and 

"hidden" to describe thoughtful ele­

ments that allow this home to be used 
and enjoyed by all? Perhaps an intro­

duction to the principles of universal 
design at the Center for Universal 

Design at N.C. State University might 

encourage Dwell to celebrate rather 
than apologize for accessib ility. 

Margaret C. Herman 

Cary, North Carolina 

] As an architect, I've often wondered 3 
-1! what it is that so many other architects, 
~ designers, and magazine writers find 

~ so objectionable about suburban 
"f neighborhoods. Thanks to the "Signs 

of the Times" article (December/Jan­

uary 2008) on suburbia, I now know: 

It is the appalling presence of white, 

middle-class, nuclear families. How 

stupid of me to have been so blind 

for al l of these years. 

Louis B. Carballo, AIA 

Sugar Land, Texas 

I have enjoyed your magazine and 

television show (on the Fine Living 

channel) for q uite some time. I had 

written last year to see if there was 

going to be another season of Dwell 

on television. I got a response that, 

whi le Dwell was not in production for 

more shows, you were working on 
another series that would be starting 

soon. Is this still happening? If so, 

when and on what channel? 
Chris Helms 

Muncie, Indiana 

Editors' Note: We have p lans to return 
to television sometime in the future, 
but in the meantime, you can check out 
the videos on dwell.com for a quick f ix. 
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It is an infuriating dilemma: appreciate 

that my issue of Dwell sans plastic 

wrap is more eco-friendly, or suffer 

dismay that my issue arrives ripped, 

folded, bent, and mangled far too 

often. Is there some other option to 

sat isfy both goals? 
Mark J. Reeves 

Boston, Massachusetts 

I have become an avid reader of your 

publication and anticipate every new 

issue. I appreciate your dedication 

to exploring the burgeoning "green" 

movement, as evidenced by your 
recent cover story "A New Shade of 

Green" (November 2007). I am, how­

ever, puzzled by the fact that each 

month your magazine comes wrapped 

in p lastic. Isn't there some "greener" 
solution? Whatever happened to the 

old brown paper wrapper? 

Gregory Foley 

Oakland, California 

Editors' Note: Sustainability isn't always 
pretty. For those subscribers who do II•· 

Cpygtdn' 
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receive their issues shrinkwrapped for 
freshness, you can take solace in the fact 
that the plastic wrap is recyclable. 

Green. As in the color one's face turns 

right before one's going to hurl. That's 

how I'm starting to feel if I continue 

to see "green" products. Don't get me 
wrong: I love the idea of the green move­

ment. It's one thing if we all agree to 

switch to compact fluorescents, heat 

or cool our homes with more modera­

tion, or whatever other little acts 

we can do together to Make a bigger 
impact on the state of environmental 

affairs. But I am beyond sick and 

d isgusted with producers of consumer 
goods that are "green." And only for 

one reason: Because I genuine ly feel 

that the only green these producers 

care about is the green of consumers' 
money. We all see many products 

presented to us on nearly every page 

of hip magazines like Dwell that tout 

themselves as being green for one 

reason or another. But with some sem­

blance of being environmental ly con­

scious comes a price tag that smothers 
other similar products in its b ig green 

shadow. Why? 

With everyone's minds on doing 
what is better for the environment, 

producers need to focus on the b ig 

p icture of helping people achieve that 
goal by underselling the less environ­

mentally conscious competitor. The 
technology is out there. The w ill ing­

ness is out there. Make it affordable, 
and they will come. 

Biju Varughese 

via email 

I would like to suggest an article 
on the Make It Right Foundation in 

New Orleans, perhaps focusing on 

several different house designs that 
are slated to be built in the near future. 

They are designed to be sustainable, 

hurricane-proof, and energy efficient. 
Thank you! 
Helene E. N egler 

N ew O rleans, Louisiana 

Editors' Note· Duly noted. We are 
also excited by the prospects of the 
project, which you can read about 
at makeitrightnola.org. 

I saw a set of children's sheets in the 

November 2007 issue and also, I think, 

a fire extinguisher ("In the Modern 
World"). I can't find the magazine and 

can't remember the source for either 
product. Can you help? 

Emily Rosenfeld 

Florence, Massachusetts 

Editors' Note: The Circus and City bed­
ding are by Boodalee (boodalee.com), 
and the 2007 IDEA award-winning 
fire extinguisher is called the Home 
Hero and is available at Home Depot 
(homedepot.com). 
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As an avid reader and fan of Dwell, 
I was disappointed in John King's 

essay "Sur rogate Cities" (December/ 

January 2008). The question of subur­

ban appropriateness and what consti­

tutes an authentic experience in the 
suburbs is an interesting one. However, 

it seems that Mr. King is more con­
cerned with the semantics of the mar­

keting materials, and the words used 

by salespeople, than with the more 
germane architectural dilemma con­

fronted by these projects. As the 

designers of three of the projects men­

tioned in his essay, we think he misses 

the broader point. The role of fringe 
communit ies in American life is evolv­

ing. Our task as designers working in 
the suburbs has been to confront these 

changes head-on. The architectural 

pastiche and style of the architecture 

is secondary to questions of density, 
lifestyle, and land use. While the proj­

ects mentioned have been met with 

varying levels of success, they all break 

from a "normal" way of thinking about 
suburban design.•· 
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We believe the view held by Mr. 

King is antiquated, a holdover from 
a time when cities and suburbs were 

polar opposites. Times have changed. 
The diversity that has been a hallmark 

in cities for decades has become 

a part of the suburbs as wel l. Adult 
roommates, same-sex couples, married 

couples without children, and career­

driven singles now comprise most of 
the home-buying public. Design must 

respond to this changing demographic. 

W hile we do still design projects t hat 

accommodate the tradit ional nuclear 
family, some buyers are not looking 

for the same things that b uyers looked 

for in the past. There is no "one size 

f its al l" solution. We think the "rustic­
resort" of downtown Walnut Creek 

can coexist with what Mr. King calls 

"lean and taut." After all, isn't this what 

makes cities great: the juxtaposition 
of different architectural styles, d iffer­

ent lifestyles, and different points of 

view coexisting, creating unexpected 

and dynamic cont rasts? 

While he may not agree with the 
design aesthetic, Mr. King's essay 

smacks of a citycentric view that sug ­

gests that authentic experiences are 
impossible in the suburbs. We know 

that this is not Dwell's point of view. 
Many of the projects shown in your 

pages confront suburban living as a 
design challenge. The goal is not to 

replicate the city. Rather, these p rojects 

act as catalysts for future development 
around them. As designers we hope 

to spark a synergy that can lead t:o a 

new way of viewing these places. Each 

is a unique solution, answering a spe­

cific problem. CentreVille, for example, 
is the first p iece of Rohnert Park's spe­

cific plan that tries to provide a place 
where people can live and work 

without the need to clog the highways 
on their one-hour trek to San Francisco 

to experience authenticity. That 

community is trying to create a place 
where people can know their neigh­

bors, chance meetings can happen, 

and people can be comfortable with 
a different lifestyle choice. 

The line between city and suburb is 
blurring. As we t ry to use our resources 

more carefully, densities are increasing, 

and more and more, there are seg-

ments of our population that live in 

these threshold places between the 
dense urban center and single-family 

sprawl. As designers, we try to speak 
to the lifestyles, tastes, and attitudes 

of today. These suburban dwellers 
read Dwell too. They also want to be 

"at home in the modern world ." 

David Senden, Principal 
KTGY Group, Inc. 

Irvine, California 

Were you writing tongue in cheek 

concerning the Mostrom family's No. 5 

House ("Five's Easy Pieces," December/ 
January 2008): "naked knoll," "put 

vision to paper," "brimming with imag­

es, illustrations, and text"? The result 
of the above thoughts and comments 

is, perhaps, the ugliest house I have 

seen in many a year. The only saving 
grace is the beautiful "naked knoll." 

I just hope the neighbors cannot see 

across the knoll to that shipping 

container masquerading as a home. 
Bill Healy 

San Juan Islands, Washington 
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Your alternative-energy article "Know­

ledge ls Power" (November 2007) 

was informative and I enjoyed it very 

much. I work at an interactive design 

agency in Austin where my coworkers 

and I have a large interest in alter­

native resources and environmental 

topics. I decided to make a copy of 

this article to share with my coworkers, 
but making copies of something 

already printed, especially on the 

topic of conservation, seemed 
inappropriate. 

So, here i's my (not so new) request: 

It would be great if Dwell subscribers 

could choose between a printed 

and a digital version. I am aware that 
the chance of sharing this document 

increases, but I don't see much of a 

difference between handing the maga­
zine physically to someone versus 

forwarding a digital document. Please 
take this into consideration to save 

some of the energy that it takes to 

print the magazine. 
Janis Gonser 
Austin, Texas I~· 
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Sorry to say, but I have only explored 
two issues of Dwell. Until last Septem­

ber, I did not even know the magazine 

existed. I would not say that you are 

an "Anthony Robbins dance and sing 
and seduce me show"- you are far 

better. Thank you for creating such an 

inspiring magazine. (Not flattery, just 

plain facts.) 

Per V.E. Klem ming 

Stockholm, Sweden 

I've just finished reading the article 

on Harry Gesner ("Soul Surfer," Dec­
ember/January 2008), and wanted 

to let you know how inspiring I found 

both the man and his visions. Are 
there any books available that feature 

a range of his work? 

Helen O'Sullivan 

Melbourne, Australia 

Edjtors' Note· We're not aware of 
any books that specifica lly feature 
Mr. Gesner's work, but recent stories in 
Vanity Fair and Malibu magazine might 
offer some additional inspiration. 

You have a great magazine. Is there 
any way you could compile all 

your past issues on a DVD? Fine 

Homebuilding and other magazines 

archive past issues and put all the 

ads, page numbers, front cover, back 
cover, table of contents, articles, 
and photos on DVD. Another income 

st ream. Sell each year. Or maybe 
every two years. On DVD. 

Susan Zettler 
via email 

Editors' Note: Whi le we have yet to look 
into DVD archiving, our past and future 

issues will soon be archived digitally 
with Zinio (zinio.com). 

I am a long-time subscriber and fan 

of Dwell, finding a lot of inspiration 
and resources for good design. This 

past year I have been able to use some 

of that inspiration and those resources 

in the course of a kit chen and bath 

remodel. The p roject started out sim­

ply: We needed to replace a couple 

of aging appliances. But, as these proj­
ects often do, it quickly mushroomed 

into a complete makeover with the 

blowing out of walls and the rearrang­
ing of fixtures in an effort to wrest 

this postwar tract home from its last 
remodel in the 1980s. Unsatisfied with 

the proposals offered by design pro­

fessionals, my w ife and I ended up 

doing most of the design work. Acting 

as our own general contractors, we 
worked with local tradesman like our 

next-door neighbor, the cabinetmaker. 

Much of the finish work, such as cast­

ing the concrete countertops, we took 

on ourselves. 
This project has inspired me to start 
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thinking about our next house: a down­

sized, empty-nest bungalow. Like our 

recent project, I plan on doing as much 

of the design and construction myself 

as possible. And that got me to think­
ing: Could Dwell do a special issue 

or an occasional feature article on do­

it-yourself modern? It would be great 

to see what other nonprofessional 

modernists have created using their 

own talents and labor. 

Ian Dodd 
Culver City, California 

Editors' Note· Our monthly "My House" 
feature provides great first-person insight 
into how other homeowners have 
approached similar projects. 

I recently renewed my subscription 
for another 20 issues of Dwell and 

now, thanks to an observat ion by my 

pesky landscape-designer brother, 

I'm wondering if I haven't renewed 

for another 20 issues of redundant 
Eames chair g lorification ... 

Marc Willhite 

Denver, Colorado I•·· 
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After viewing your December/ January 

2008 issue, I think you're back on track. 

The photos in Dwell are my main rea­

son for being a subscriber, such as 

those on pages 116, 126, 128, 147, 

150, 163, etc. (I'm in love with large 

panels of glass and the lakefront.) 

Keep the photos coming ... cheers! 
Roger Marshall 

Syracuse, New York 

I was surprised to see a photograph 

of a house design on the cover of your 

September 2007 issue ("Highway 

Hideaway") that closely resembles my 

own. I purchased my two-story home 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, in March 2001, and 

began renovating approximately nine 

months later under the direction of 

an assistant professor at the University 
of Cincinnati College of Design, Arch­

itecture, Art and Planning. My home 
sits on the edge of o ne of the hil Is of 

Cincinnati with a wonderful panoramic 

view of t he city in the river val ley below. 
I, too, have small w indows on t he 

st reet front for p rivacy and glass doors 

on the back of the house- both on 
the fi rst floor and in the second-floor 

master bedroom- to maximize the 
view. The Aidlin Darling design cap­

tures the same lines and details that 

are shown on my house. The only 

exception is that we used copper 

rather than Cor-Ten steel on the sur­
face of the structure. 

Stephen J. Keller 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

I have a newfound admiration for your 
magazine. Every month, I look forward 

to thumbing through the pages of 
Dwell and reading about the amazing 

houses featured throughout. I have 
two requests: (1) Please show "before" 

photos of the renovated houses. 

I hope to redo a house one day and 

it's hard to imagine what you can do 

until you see the "before" and the out­
standing "after" images. (2) I despise 
weeding through all oft he cookie-cutter­

style houses (offered by developers) 
and want something uniq ue! Are there 
any resources out there for modern­

home lovers looking to purchase a 

modern home? 

I love the magazine and am shocked 

when I read that readers cancel their 

subscriptions over one small thing. 

I just want to encourage everyone at 

your magazine to keep doing what 
you're doing- it's amazing. 

Diane Zerr 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Editor's Note: Our September 2005 
issue included the article "Realtors 
Who Choose Modernism over 
McMansions" as part of a section 
dedicated to real estate. 

As much as I enjoy your magazine, 

I'm troubled by the little subscription 

solicitation cards inserted into each 
issue. In your recent "green" issue 

(November 2007), there were five, and 

in the new "suburbs" issue (December/ 
January 2008), which arrived today, 

another five. This is unacceptable from 
a publicat ion t hat supports sustainabil­

ity, recycling, and eco-friendly prac­

tices. Please: One card, bound in so 
it doesn't become litter on the street 
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or in the home, would be sufficient. 

Save some t rees. 

Lucinda Thomson 

Bowling Green, Kentucky 

I'm writ ing in regards to t he Decem­

ber/January 2008 issue of Dwell. I've 

enjoyed your magazine for a while 
(and enjoyed this issue as well), and 

in general I'm encouraged by your 

attention to green and sustainable 

practices. However, it seems to me 

that this philosophy is tested when 

an issue of Dwel l contains no less than 

seven subscription solicitation cards­
five loose, p lus two firmly attached 

that I had to rip out. I understand your 

desire to solicit subscriptions, but what 

an opportunity to renew/reduce/recycle! 

Kevin Atkinson 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Would you consider an issue dedi­

cated to studio apartments and dorm 

rooms? I am going insane trying to 

fit everything into one small studio 11~ 
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apartment. It's d ifficu lt when you have 

to fit a bed, desk, television, storage, 

etc. into one tiny room. I am a very 

visual person, and am always search­

ing for p ictures that would help me. 
Thank you. 

Noah Kameyer 
Woodland, California 

Editors' Note: We've dedicated four 
issues of Dwell (most recently, March 
2008) to small spaces such as yours. 

I have been a reader for several years 

and am amazed at some of the pre­

cious gems you find. The November 

2007 issue is a great case in point. 

Your article about Tryon Farm in 
Michigan City, Indiana ("Farm Team"), 

fascinated me because it did such 

a great job discussing the hopes and 
theories of building modern in the 

natural landscape. It was so interesting 
that I went to the Tryon Farm website 

to read more about their plans. 
I was shocked (pleasantly, mind you) 

to see that this was not just theory but 

a good-sized residential community 
well on its way. I recent ly fol lowed that 

tour of the website with a real tour of 

the farm. I was shocked again (even 

more pleasantly) to see and touch the 
fantastic work being done by Ed and 
Eve Noonan and their Tryon Farm team. 

From concept to completion, this p roj ­
ect epitomizes Dwell's tag line "At Home 
in the Modern World," and it does so 

on many levels, from dwelling to com­
munity to global sustainable integrat ion. 

Now I have to be critical: By just 

reading your article, there is no way for 

a reader to comprehend the level to 

which the Tryon Farm team has taken 

a great idea and made it a real p lace. 

Pictures! Where were the pictures? 

There is so much real work completed 
there it should have been easy. For 

all us readers, who clamor for proof 

that it can be done, please do a nice 

photographic spread on this project 

in a future issue. It is inspiring. 
James B. Guthrie, AIA 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Just weighing-in from the nation's 

capitol to say: Great story on Copen­
hagen ("Detour," February 2008). I've 

flown through there several times on 

trips to other parts of Europe, and my 
few hours between fl ights have been 

spent exploring its wonders. I was a 

bit sad though, that you didn't pick up 
on the wind farm in the distance in 

your opening photo. Perhaps in future 

looks at other cities, you can make it 
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a habit to h ig hlight the good design 

of alternative energy use. 

Philip L. Hoffman 
Mount Rainier, Maryland 

Corrections: On page 116 of our 
December/January 2008 issue ("Let's 
Be Frank"). we incorrect ly attributed 

the portrait of architect Frank Harmon 

to F8 Photography. It is actually the 

work of Cara Galati and Jonathan Kaz 

of F8 Photo Studios. 
On page 60 of our February 2008 

issue ("Houses We Love"), we listed 

the Little Comton House architect 
Caleb Messier's email address instead 

of his website. Additional examples 
of his work can be found by visiting 

hug hes-messier.com. 

We regret the errors. 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Letters 
40 Gold Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
letters@dwell.com .,. 
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Dominic Bradbury 
Now living in a Norfolk, England, 

village after a decade spent in London, 

writer Dominic Bradbury took a t ra in 

to familiar stomping g rounds to hear 
architect Marcus Lee describe h is 

self-designed timber-frame Hackney 

house ("Slanted and Enchanted," 

p. 83). He found much that he could 

re late to: "Having young chi ldren 

myself, I find myself more and more 

interested in how you create a good­
looking, well-designed house that 

works and functions well for the whole 

family. That seems to me like a really 
good lesson in designing for real 

people rather than just setting out 
to impress." 

Max Fraser 

Max Fraser is a London-based design 
author, curator, and consultant. His 

work as a freelance journalist gives him 

access to some progressive projects, 

such as the house by architect David 
Adjaye which he visited for this issue 

("All Clad," p. 148). As he explains: "So 

much new building is mediocre in its 
design, so I always admire individuals 

w ho manage to sensitively push the 

envelope in design terms while com­
p lying with the regulatory bureaucrats. 
Furthermore, these persevering vision­

aries all maintain a glint in their eye!" 

Marc Kristal 

Big Apple-based contributing editor 
Marc Kristal found a b umper crop 
of fresh inspiration while working on 

Photographer Nigel Shafran ("Heart of the 
Country," p. 140) catches Ronnie-named 
with brother Reggie after the notorious Kray 
twins- fencing stolen MTG cards on eBay. 

CONTRIBUTORS LETTERS 

his story about Arnold and Elsie 
Goodman's home in Dutchess County, 

New York ("Raising the Barn," p. 132). 

His interest was piqued after seeing 

renderings of the project five years 
earlier. Nothing prepared him, how­

ever, for its "beauty, cl ient suitabil ity, 

and surroundings that rival those of 

a Masterpiece Theatre epic." 

Kristal also paid a visit to t he 
Pennsylvania-based Nakashima wood­

working studio ("A Custom Concern," 

p . 156). "The power of the work was 

g reatly increased by seeing so much 

of it in one place, in the context of its 

creation, in an environment so infused 

w ith Nakashima's strong presence 
and spiritual nature." 

Eirik Johnson 

Boston-based artist Eirik Johnson felt 

right at home upon entering Scrapile's 

sawdust-caked Brooklyn workshop 
("The Pi Table," p. 124). "My father was 

a woodworker and I would spend 

hours help ing him w ith projects in his 

basement workshop. Visit ing the guys 

at Scrapile brought those memories 

back. They turned on their p laner, 

and cranked the new Band of Horses 

alb um loud enoug h to hear through 

the protective headphones." True to 
his woodsy roots, Johnson is currently 

finishing a long-term book project 

focusing o n logging territory and com­

munities in the Northwest. 

Leslie Williamson 

After staying at a local Best Western, 

p hotographer Lesl ie Williamson found 

her extended stay at the Nakashima 

compound so inspiring that it was 

almost necessary to have her forcibly 
removed from the property ("A Custom 

Concern," p . 156). "I lived on apples 
fresh p icked from the tree, and spent 

every minute of the day t racking the 
light from one stunning room to anoth­

er. It was a total bliss ride." She's 

currently wrapping up work on a book 

of photography showcasing the inner 

sanctums of iconic designers and 

architects, and making herself right 

at home in the process. 1111 
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DWELL.COM 

Now online ... 
Newsletter 
There's always something happen­

ing in New York, Miami, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, and San Francisco, but not 

all of it is worth leaving home for. 

"Around the Clock" is a weekly events 

listing for all five cities every day of 

the week. If you live in one of these 
places, subscribe. If you're visit ing, 

check our website, Events include 
home tours, flea markets, lectures, 
film festivals, and art openings. 

dwell.com/aroundtheclock 

Illustration by Leif Parsons 
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Trade Shows 
April is the month of the melange: 
From the High Point Furniture 

Market in North Carolina to the Milan 

Furniture Fair and the Kitchen and 

Bath International Show in Chicago, 

Dwell takes you behind the scenes­

and into t he plumb ing- to report 

on the most noteworthy products 

from these shows. (Whether that 
means t he best, the trendiest, o r 
the greenest remains to be seen.) 

dwell.com/ b log 

Outdoor Fencing 
W hether you want to keep the deer 
out or the dog in, a fence commun i­

cates t he character of your yard. So 

it 's important to pick one that enhances 

the landscape. Page through our 

selections to find an outdoor fencing 

option that best suits your style. 
dwell.com/slideshows 
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Family Affair 
George Nakashima's relationship 

with design began with a bachelor's 
degree in architecture from MIT 

in 1930, and took him on an odyssey 
t hrough France, India, and Japan, 
and finally back to a bucolic workshop 

in Pennsylvania, where he produced 
some of the 20th century's most 

revered furnishings. After his death in 
1990, his daughter M ira assumed the 

journey, continuing the fami lial craft 
in her father's stud io. Check out images 
of their work, their woodworking pro­

cess, and the Nakashima compound. 
dwell.com/slideshows 
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-F rm-Fi • nc ion 
CONTEMPORARY LIGHTING 

.264.0057 www.formplusfunction.com 

Contemporary lighting & ceiling fans from: Artemide • lngo Maurer • Tech Lighting • F/os • Luceplan • The Modem Fan Co. & more 

The first to offer clean, simple designs for the modem home. Spark Modern Fires' Fire Ribbon is 
available in a variety of styles including vented, vent free, 3ft, 6ft and See Through. 
Winner of the 2007 Interior Design Best of Year Award and the featured fireplace of the Dwell Home. 

www.spa rkfires.com p 866.938.3846 modern fires 



bulthaup 

At bulthaup, we understand the desires of individua lists who are fascinated by the sensuality of high-quality 

materia ls and the aesthetics of form. So this is why, with bulthau p, you can create living spaces that stretch 

beyond the ki tchen. Talk to the specialists in the new ki tchen architecture from bulthaup. To locate your nearest 

bulthaup partner, or request more information please visit www.bul thaup.com or telephone 800 808 2923. 

Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, 

Scottsda le, Seat tle, Toronto, Washington D.C. 



April Calendar 
Important dates in art and design, with 
architecture thrown in for good measure: 
Dwell's timeline for the month. 

Dwell 

CONTENTS 

April 6 -11 (2008) 
Luminale, the Festival of Lighting Culture, 
lights up Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 
luminale.de 

April 2008 53 
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Woody Wood rug 
By Yvette Laduh 
0900-desiqn .111 
We tried counting the rings 
on this rootsy Dutch rug­
printed with a cross section 
of a tree and burned on its 
barklike edges- but we kept 
getting stumped. 

Factory p lanter 
By Chiaki Murata for Metaphys 
aplusrstore.com 
Help the fresh fruit on your 
counter feel less homesick by 
surrounding it with this 16-inch 
ring of tabletop turf. Prairie­
grass seeds and hydroponic 
nutrient capsules are included; 
a mini mower, however, is not. 

April 8 (1892) 

PRODUCTS 

Phonofone II iPod speaker 
By Tristan Zimmenna.1111 
scie11ceandso11s.com 
Nearly two feet tall, ceramic, 
and capable of amplifying an 
iPod using nothing but the 
magic of acoustics, the retro 
Phonofone II is our gramo­
phone for the future. (right) 

Ant cu sh ions 
By Bev Hisey 
propellermodern.com 
The embroidered insect army 
caught marching across these 
wool cushions by designer 
Bev Hisey makes accessorizing 
a total picnic. (right) 

Richard Neutra, one of the found ing 
architects of California modern ism, is born. 
He also died this month, on April 16, 1 970. 

5 4 April 2008 

April 9 (1959) 
America's first starchitect, Frank Lloyd 
Wright, dies in Arizona. 

Dwell 
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Felt Pebbles 
By Ronel Jordaan for Be Sweet 
branchhome.com 
These rock softies are hand 
dyed and carded from 100-per­
cent merino wool by women 
in a job creation program 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
The next time you feel like 
unleashing your inner Bamm­
Bamm, grab a fruity-colored 
pebble instead. 

Domestic Landscapes vases 
By Gabriele De Vecchi 
devecchi.com 
Like a distant city skyline on 
a scorching summer day, this 
shimmering collection of five 
architecturally evocative vases 
appears to be on the verge of 
a mercury-inspired meltdown. 

5 6 April 2008 

PRO DUCTS 

Tapis vinyl floor covering 
By Arzu Firuz 
arzu-tiruz.com 
Make your floors look a little 
mo' rockin' with one of these 
intricately incised, woodgrain­
patterned vinyl floor coverings. 
They're available in a variety 
of shapes, sizes, and patterns 
(Rosace is pictured), and were 
designed by Istanbul-born, 
Paris-based Arzu Firuz. (right) 

April 1 2 (2008) 
North opens at the Slought Foundation, 
Philadelphia. 
slought.org 

Dwell 
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A Short 
History of 
Lincoln Logs 
With nearly one million sets 
sold each year, Lincoln Logs 
have remarkable staying 
power. For a toy that has hardly 
changed in almost a century, 
its lasting appeal is all the more 
extraordinary. 

Invented by John Lloyd 
Wright, Lincoln Logs rolled onto 
the scene in 1916.Allegedly 
inspired by the innovative earth­
quake resistant design used in 
the foundation of the Imperial 
Hotel in Tokyo- which was de­
signed by John's father, Frank 
Lloyd Wright, and featured a 
seismically strategic mesh of 
interlocking beams- the all-wood 
Lincoln Logs link together with 
the help of small notches. 

The rectilinear sets compel 
kids to build broadly horizontal, 

cabinlike structures, more akin 
to rustic forest redoubts than to 
modern high-rise housing, which 
was their inventor's intent: 
Taking cues from his father's 
own architectural attitude, John 
Lloyd Wright infused his toys 
with a sense of simplicity in both 
material and construction. 
Lincoln Logs elevate detail and 
quality of joinery over flashy 
facades and abstract theories. 

Since day one, they have been 
marketed with an air of nostal­
gia, as a way to look back on the 
national narrative of spreading 
into frontier territory, building 
forts, and expanding settlements. 
A politically incorrect- and 
unintentionally hilarious- ad 
for Lincoln Logs published in 
1934 states the following: "You all 
know the stories people tell 
about the pioneers who settled 
our country. How they cleared 
land, built log cabins, and fought 
the Indians ... Today we don't have 
to do the things the pioneers did, 
but you boys and girls can build 

the same sort of little houses, 
barns, forts, and villages that the 
pioneers did if you use Lincoln 
Logs." The sets even came with 
"little figures of Indians, cow­
boys, soldiers, and trappers, and 
a set of animals for a farmyard." 

Though the sets still come 
with frontier-themed figures 
(the "Indians" are now referred 
to as "Native Americans" and 
they cost 75 cents each), and 
"nostalgia" is actually the ftrst 
button you see on the Lincoln 
Logs website, these toys do lend 
themselves to modern design. 
Intricate cantilevers and Peter 
Eisenman-inspired grids are only 
a large-enough toy set away. 

Lincoln Logs also lead one to 
wonder what kids might create 
with a set designed by, say, Zaha 
Hadid. Might kids raised playing 
with toys designed by architects 

• one day be more likely to become 
' architects themselves? Lincoln 

Logs show that the tactile allure 
of structural design starts early­

' and that appeal never quite fades. 

' 

ti 
·_ ..... :...::.. __ . 

- .. -· -.. . - : 

Dwell's editors resisted quaintly 
nostalgic adver tisements ( above) , 
and chose instead to construct 
vertical ly oriented, modernist 
Lincoln Log structur es (below) . 
lincolnlogs .knex .com 

---------- -------- --------------..... - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---- - --------- ----- --- ----------- -- --

Super Structure 
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opport ni s a ab 

Geoff's Non-Negotiables ... 

• "Performance on par with my BMW M5" 

• "Responsible green manufacturing" 

• "Installed on my schedule" 

• "A sexy look for late dinners with Julia" 

... The ALNOSIGN Kitchen. 

One of many collections from Europe's leading kitchen design innovator. 

Create your kitchen's non-negotiables - visit an ALNO showroom, 

request a brochure or see more collections at www.ALNO.com/iwant 

or call 888.896.ALNO. 

ALDO® 
The Kitchen, Perfected 

www.ALNO.com/ iwant 
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Ont of This World.: Sh.aher Design 

Past, Present, and Future 

Bard Gmdunte Center for Studies 

in the Decorative Arts, Design, a.nd 

Culture, New York City 

March 13-June 15, 2008 

bard.edu/bqc 

The Shal<ers' utopian vision can 
be seen in the minimal chairs, 
tables, dressers, and more at this 
wide-ranging exhibition. 

April 13 (2008) 
Promises of Paradise closes at 
the Bass Museum of Art, Miami. 

bassmuseum.org 

60 April 2008 

EXHIBITIONS 

' ' 
l Alexander Rodchenho: (If you doubt that, check out the 
1, Revolution in Photography cover of Franz Ferdinand's second 

Hayward Ga./lery, London album.) The Hayward Gallery 

1

1 

February 7-April 27, 2008 mounts a new show to take stock 
southbankcentre.co.uk of his work from the 1920s and 

~ Canted angles, extreme close-ups, '30s, paying special attention to 
I and a palpable sense of propul- the formal innovation and photo-

/ 

1

1 
sion animate the photography of graphic abstraction he achieved 
Alexander Rodchenko, one of the using bizarre camera angles, 

, J Soviet Union's most visible and fish-eye lenses, and canny tricks 

' - - ___ --- -~J..,..im_p...,or,..tant avant-garde artistsiii:.W~~~o'iifiii!perspective. 

Phantom Sightings: Art After 

the Chicano Movement 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

April 6- September 1, 2008 

lacma.orq 

.Focusing on concepts and tech­
niques instead of ethnic identity, 
Phantom Sightings brings the 
"phantom culture" of Chicanos 
into the bright lights of the Los 
Angeles museum world. (right) 

April 14 (1924) 
Louis Sullivan, inventor of the skyscraper­
and mentor to Frank Lloyd Wright - d ies. 

Dwell 
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BSB 
Design 

BSD Design was established 
in 1966 in Des Moines, Iowa, 
as a small architectural firm 
with a grand mission state­
ment: Every family deserves 
to live in an architect-designed 
home. Forty-plus years later, 
BSD employs over 200 people 
and has amassed an award­
winning portfolio of homes. 
so what would make a U.S. firm 
verging on mega status sud­
denly decide to focus its pro 
bono attention on solving 
a housing problem thousands 
of miles away? According to 
architect and chairman of the 
board Doug Sharp, all some­
one had to do was ask. 

While Sharp was visiting 
South Africa in 2006, a local min­
ister challenged him to assist 

in remedying the local shelter 
shortages. Upon returning home 
to Des Moines, Sharp immedi­
ately got started. uworldwide, 
over 600 million people are living 
in overcrowded, inadequate, and 
poor-quality housing. our ft.rm 
has been so blessed, and we really 
wanted to give something back.n 
A special team of BSB architects 
and designers began working on 
the Abod series-low-cost, low­
maintenance, easily assembled 
dwellings designed to replace the 
world's dilapidated shacks and 
shanties.After eight months of 
client interviews, user testing, 
and design, the first three Abod 
prototypes were en route via 
FedEx (in 2-by-4-by-u-foot boxes) 
to their new home in Soshanguve, 
north of Pretoria. 

The Abod is most notable for 
the fact that it can be assembled­
or disassembled-in one day 
by two people, using only the 
screwdriver and awl that comes 
with each kit.Also important is 
the fact that the homes qualify 
their owners for access to much­
needed subsidized loans.Sharp 
has now enlisted a strong ally 
closer to home: Volunteers with 
Blessman Medical Ministries in 
Polk City, Iowa, are devoting their 
time, resources, and services in 
an effort to effect positive change 
in a country that no longer seems 
so faraway. 

New Abod homes in South Africa. 
myabod . com 
bsbdesign. com 

Nice Modernist 
62 April 2008 

Michelle 
Lord 

\ 
Michelle Lord is a visual artist 
based in Birmingham, England. 
For the UK's Architecture Week 
2001, she produced an ambi­
tious architectural model based 
on Jorge Luis Borges's story 
"The Immortal," a labyrinthine 
world of classical domes and 
steps leading nowhere. 

What novels, music, or films 
keep you thinking about art 
and design? 

My work is based on literary 
environments. The short stories 
and novels of writers like Italo 
Calvino and J.G.Ballard regularly 
make me rethink the possibilities 
of fictional space. 

What's your dream project? 
I have plans to build calvino's 

Q&A 

Invisible Cities and Olaf Stapledon's 
Star Maker. Environments and 
architecture making a strong 
link to science fiction will feature 
quite strongly in future works. 

Is there a specific object 
that changed how you think 
about art and design? 

What amazes me is gadgetry de­
signed to be dual functional. For 
example, a Motorola phone that's 
also a pair of glasses; a Japanese 
bra that doubles as a shopping 
bag; a talking toothbrush; and my 
personal favorite, an LCD screen 
belt buckle. 

What three buzzwords 
do you never want to hear 
applied to your own work? 

Terms that gloss over or diminish 
the work-like udecorative," 
"ornate," or (worse still) "fantasy." 

Where do you see your 
profession in 20 years? 

A key element of my work is how 
low-tech materials can appear 
to be digital. With the increase 
in computer-generated imagery, 
this notion of the artist as 
alchemist-spinning straw into 
gold-may be lost or forgotten. 

Michelle Lord's model of "The 
Immortal," a story nlled with 
"dead-end corridors, high unat ­
tainable windows, portentous 
doors which led to a cell or pit, 
incredible inverted stairways 
whose steps and balustrades hung 
downwards.• michellelord. co.uk 

Dwell 
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Cards of 
Tomorrow 
If, in the 1930s, you had bought 
a pack of cigarettes produced 
by Stephen Mitchell Br son 
in Glasgow, you would have 
found yourself holding a small 
collector's card illustrated with 
scenes from "the world of to· 
morrow." Printed on both sides 
of wallet-si7.ed pieces of card­

board were glimpses of a world 
tee.ming with eye-popping 
futuristic things like "solar 
motors," wind turbines, and 
glass houses-even thought­
detecting machines and a dam 
across the Strait of Gibraltar. 

While you stood there cupping 
your cigarette against the rain, 
in your other hand you'd have 
held a concise and well-illustrated 
glimpse of future technologies. 
As the nicotine kicked in, you'd 
have read that tides will be har­
vested for their electrical energy, 

A multi- limbed tower harvest i ng 
wind power (above) joi ns forces 
with a rotati ng solar mot or (top 
right) . Resembl i ng Eiffel Towers, 
gantr i es devot ed t o weat her 
control produce an "art i ficial 
thunderst orm" (bot t om r i ght). 

Speculation 
64 April 2008 

Europe will reclaim vast tracts of 
land from the floor of the North 
sea, houses will rotate on hidden 
motors, and automated cranes 
will assemble giant high-rises 
using "huge sheets of synthetic 
material ... supported on a steel 
framework." Other cards would 
have presented you with space 
guns, "gyrotilled" fields full 
of modified crops, airports built 
atop mid-ocean gantries, and 
sparkling black towers dedicated 
to the control of global weather. 

These exuberant reimaginings 
of the world ahead were often 
eerily prescient. While wrong in 
many details- instead of rockets 
accelerating mail delivery we use 
email, and airports haven't (yet) 
become "concrete landing-fields" 
on the roofs of skyscrapers­
their interest in tomorrow is 
both inspired and commendable. 
These cards' keenly imagined 
world of the future only under­
scores the inanity of our present 
nostalgia for Marlboro men and 
a mythological past. 

THE WORLD 
OF TOMORROW 

A Sl,.IC'S 0' ~O 

s 
WIND TURBINE STATION 

Wlocla blgb above the ••rth are 
both at.ro.D,Jer and more conat.ant 
t.ban lbooe neanrthe&M>und,&nd 
in them we have a po&1Jble eource 
of e.ner;·y u yet comple.Lel7 un· 
Lapped. The German engineer 
B erma.nn 11 onner 1uggeat.a the 
erectk>n of a w lDd power ltatloo 
1,00() feet blfb, bullt Of & 1teel 
rramework and earryi.n1 a numbe1 
of gi;anllc wlod vane.. Tbeae 
would be connected direct t-o 
dyna.mo., canying cuJTeDt lO the 
t.ransforme.r A.ationa at the foot 
of tbe to ... r, IM>.m "'blob IL "'ould 

be Lr&DlllllLlod over Lbe land. 

STEPHEN MITCHELL & SON 
IS$Ul:O ev H•lt I M,.CftlA\. TOe "C.CO CO. 
IOf" Ollt~T •11t1f'AIN. lllU:UNOt. ~TQ, 

M I T CMCLL• s CIGARCT T CS 

SOLAR MOTOR 

MITCH ELL' S CIGARET TES 

All so cards have been reproduced 
in Prophets of Zoom, by Alf xedo 
Marcant onio (Merrell, $14.95) . 

The book states its purpose as 
"demonstrat[ ing] just how accu­
xate , ox i naccuxate, the vaxi ous 
for ecasts have proved to be . • 

THE WORLD 
OF TOMORROW 

A. ''"' '• o,. to 

1 
SOLAR MOTOR 

Coal-min .. &nd oll·well1 • Ill not 
lut for ever. We 1hall ban to 
R• ln the tnergy we need, not trc-m 
luel, buL lrom the lnexhauotlble 
rorca of oat.ure. Among thee 11 
Lhe hut orth .. un1bine. It could 
be focuaeed on to a cent ral boiler 
by a hu1e cir cle of mlr ron. 
mounted on a revolvlnc tumlable 
IO Lbat I.bey W'OUld &lwayo lace 
the 1un. V aat. volume. of ate.am 
could tbua be produced with no 
e.xpenditure on fuel aDd nes t to 
noue on Ul'keep. Lhe w11-t er-1uppl7 
belns replenilh«I by an au\01natlo 
pump u it. began t-0 run low. A 
1lmllt.r 1un • lurnace. ln the bla.&lng 
beat ol Cal!fornla or I.be Sabat&, 
could be uaed \0 1mell metal1. 

STEPHEN MITCHELL&SON 
IHUCO .... T lot.I: '""'~l: .. IAL T O e ... eeo co. 
l(W O lltU.T l llUfAI N • l lltl.LANOL. LTO. 

THE WORLD 
OF TOMORROW 

A H lllll llt 0, SO 

so 
WEATHER CONTROL 

T houJtb at preeent we cannot 
e\•tm foretell the wu.lhtr,lei.alooe 
coutrol it, there lJI no need to 
1uppoee t..hat. we 1h&Jl ahiraya be 
BO holplt'A. The picture 1how1 a 
PoMlble method of produclns rain 
.. runelaUy. Etcctrl6ed 1lob<>a at 
the top of gru t towers would 
a.ttnct.t.he.cloud1: falling na.t.ura1 
clouda, atreanu of water pumped 
to their top would be evaJ>Qraled 
on elaclrlcally-heal<>d plal.<:1 to 
lorm water \' a.pour. Diechargea of 
powerful electric tparU, llk.e an 
• rtiftcfal thunderltorm, would 
cool t.be air, condense. the cloud1, 
l\nd brlng ihelr coote.nt• to ea.rt.h 
u rain. In the meantime, a K riea 
o f &utomatlca lly-contro lled 
motor..owtrs mi,i:::bt tum up the 

toil and 1eatter lbe aeeda. 

STEPHEN MITCHELL &SON 
IS•Ul:O 8 V H•C: l""~ftlAI.. T O•AC(;O CO, 
KW 0 " CAT e1U T A t N e l llU.LA.Not. LTD, 
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Save Money on Energyl 
If every American home replaced just one regular light bulb 

with an ENERGY STAR Qualified GE Energy Smart™ bulb. we 

would prevent greenhouse gases equivalent to the 

emissions of more than 800,000 cars.* Our bulbs use up to 

75% less energy than incandescent bulbs, which is not only 

better for the planet, but your bank account as well!** 

You Could Win a $10,000 Energy Smart™ Home Makeover! 

Visit gelighting.com/energysmortsweeps to - Play the 

Seek & Save Game for energy saving tips and enter for a 

chance to WIN a $10,000 grand prize energy saving prize 

pack. Five 1st prize winners will receive $1,900 towards a 

year's home energy costs!*** Over $25,000 in prizes in all! 

o product of 

ecomagination 

(. imoginot1on at work 
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Minha: My Farmhouse in Japan 
John Roderick 
Princeton Architectural Press, 
$24.95 
Fifty years ago, journalist John 
Roderick bought a small farm­
house in Japan for $14, then had 
the whole thing dismantled and 
put into storage. Minha tells the 
story of that house's reassembly, 
its visit by a U.S. president, and 
Roderick's often-amusing strug­
gles to bridge the cultural divide. 

Lionel H. Pries: Artist, 
Architect, Educator 
Jeffrey Karl Ochsner 
University of Washington Press, $60 
Architect Lionel Henry Pries 
is remembered as much for his 
role as an educator as for his 
contributions to architectural 
design. His-own work was a 
mix of West Coast modernism, 
American Arts and Crafts, and the 
International Style-with Native 
American painting and ornament 
thrown in for good measure. 

April 15 (2008) 
Renzo Piano speaks with critic Jonathan 
Glancey at the Tate Modern, London. 
architecturefoundation.org.uk 

66 April 2008 
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Space Fighter: 
The Evolutionary City (Game:) 
MVRDV/Delft School of Design 
Actar, $35 
Space Fighter suggests that 
tomorrow's cities will be run like 
video games, an organizational 
challenge best addressed through 
simulations, not the book-based 
planning of today's town halls. 
So will mayors one day fi.re their 
planners and pick up a Wii? 
Only time will tell. 

Japan Style 
Gian. Carlo Calza 
Phaido'n, $49.95 1 

Gian Carlo calza explores history, 
religion, philosophy1 and art to 
find the "recognizable yet elusive 
quality that is Japanese style." 
Poste~s, books, photos, ma.sks,and 
tea cups mix with meditations 
on music and dance to fill the 
book's 300-plus pages. 

April 18 (2008) 
Norwegian Wood closes at the 
AIA San Francisco. 
aiasf.org 

Dwell 
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CREATE. PLAY. CARE. 

HARVEST COLLECTION 

REPURPOSED , FOR A PURPOSE. 
' 

COLETTE BROOKS+ B·IOBLING I LOS ANGELES, USA 
Think bling is all about showing off? Not this time. With BioB ling, Colette transforms t ired 
old cars into biod iesel dream machines. Like Colette, KEEN is always looking for ways to 
repurpose for a purpose. So we use empty rice bags, haul bags and recycled aluminum 
to make our Harvest Collection-bags that are bling for your things. 

Create, Play & Care. It's a way of life. We call it Hybridlife:M 

STAND I Stand up, out, and for sustainability. Look for the 
announcement of the winners of STAND in May 2008. 

KEEN FOOTWEAR.COM 
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Eastmodem: A"'hitectul'I 
and Design of the 1960s and 

1970s in Slovakia 
Hertha Humaus, Benjamin 
Konrad, Maih Novotny 
SpringerWienNewYorh, 
$39.95 

Photographer Hertha Hurnaus 
accompanied architects Benja­
min Konrad and Maik Novotny 
on a series of exploratory day 
trips outside their home city of 
Vienna to rediscover an all-but­
forgotten landscape of modern­
ist architectural classics in the 
neighboring nation of Slovakia. 
The trio began to catalog these 
unusual structures on a web­
site, eastmodern.com, which 
they've now turned into a 238-
page book. "Today the fact has 
been mostly forgotten," the 
architects write in one of the 
book's accompanying essays, 
"that during the 1920s and 
1930s the young Czechoslova­
kian nation was one of the most 
innovative and progressive 
European countries in terms of 

BOOKS 

architecture and technology." 
This innovative approach 
to space and design extended 
well into the 1970s. State-
run planning departments 
produced formally adventurous, 
even spectacular, buildings 
that managed to incorporate 
folk-art motifs- albeit heavily 
abstracted and geometrized­
into their designs. Slovakian 
architects of the day "sought 
to break away from functional 
restraints and to create spatially 
and artistically more complex 
compositions and sculptural 
forms that were redolent of 
works authored by Le Corbusier 
and the British brutalists."The 
book is more than just the last 
gasp of a lost age: It includes 
interviews with four of East­
modernism's most enduring 
architects, three short essays, 
and more than uo full-color 
photographs by Hurnaus. 

east:modem. corn 
humaus. com 

-------------------------- -- -- ----- ----------- --------- --- ------------ ---------- ----- -------------- --- --- -- --- --------------. . 

EASTMODERN 
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April 20 (2008) 
Design proposals are due for the 
White House Redux competition. 
whitehouseredux.org 

Dwell 
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Dwell Labs 
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$799 
Eames® Lounge Chair Wood, 
green stain · LCW.12 

Free Shipping' 
www.highbrowfurniture.com 
1.888.329.0219 

$395 
Adelta Aarnio Focus 2 Chair · 83952E 

I 
$362 

-=.Quickship 
$245 
Panton Chair 
440.030.EW light blue 
404.030.EV light pink 

Laviani Bourgie Table Lamp 
K9070-B4- crystal 

Many items in stock and ready to ship! 

$400 

$120 
Panton Junior 
210-196-16 light blue 
210-196-15 lightpink 

Authorized Herman Mille~ Retailer 

$975 
Heller Vignelli Chair. black · 1014-06 Studio 65 Capitello · 1012-01 

$280 '\\ ~ .. ., 
C2™ Climate Control · Y-8100 

Prices subject to change. Check forcurrent prices. Free Shipping within 48 contiguous states. 

/. \ 

$349 
Eames Molded Plasti Armchair 
DAR.ZF, white 

Return P<llicy: Simply email orcall us within 10 days of receipt for a full refund. Item must be returned in original packaging material. We will schedule a pick up and have the item returned lo us at no cost lo you. 
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Rio chaise longue 
By Oscar Niemeyer 
r2othcentury.com 
While Oscar Niemeyer's archi­
tectural accomplishments are 
widely regarded as the touch­
stone of mid-century Brazilian 
modernism, his impeccable fur­
niture designs are equally iconic. 
In conjunction with Niemeyer's 
recently celebrated tooth birth­
day, R 20th Century is offering an 
expertly crafted 13-piece collec­
tion of interior architecture that 
includes the looping wood and 
cane Rio chaise. 

Tone chair 
By Leif.designpark 
leif-designpark.com 
The designers and craftspeople 
at Japan-based Leif.designpairk 
honor their country's rich his­
tory of traditional parquetry with 
their new Tone line of chairs, 
tables,and case goods. The natural 
color and grain variations of 
different types of wood combine 
to beautiful effect. 

FURNITURE 

~ 

~- --

April 20 (2008) 
1973: Sorry, Out of Gas closes at the 
Canadia n Centre for Architecture, Montreal. 
cca.gc.ca 

• 
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Jetty table 
By Piero Lissoni for Living Divani 
livinqdivani.it 
The mix-and-match Jetty tables 
(and accompanying seating) 
by prolific Italian designer Piero 
Lissoni remind us of summers 
spent barefoot by the shore. 

April 27 (2008) 

FURNITURE 

48 Hanger light 
BylOl 
welcometo101.com 
The resourceful 48 Hanger 
light by 101 repurposes Joan 
Crawford's #1 enemy into a 
delicate wire-framed pendant 
that casts rhythmic patterns 
of shadow and light. (right) 

Michael Riley: Sights Unseen closes at the 
Art Gallery of New South Wales, Australia. 
artgallerv.nsw.gov.au 
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stevelawler.com/bosa 
Bosa's handmade, sea urchin­
like Sassi Luminosi lights glow 
softly with a mood-improving 
presence that transcends their 
punctured, beautifully translu­
cent ceramic shells. (left) 

April 30 (1869) 

MW cabinet 
By Nauris Kalinaushas 
for Contraforma 
contraforma.com 
The MW line's top-loading-VCR 
aesthetic and muted choice of 
materials- powder-coated laser­
cut steel and unfinished solid 
wood-result in a design that is 
more remix than rewind. 

Hans Poelzig, Weimar architect and later 
advocate of the Internat ional Style, is born. 
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seattle showroom: 913 western avenue 206.624.9270 new york showroom: 79 grand street 212.966.5797 www.henrybu1lt.com [ii] 
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Houses We Love 
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The smart, silent type. 
On a hunt for the perfect dishwasher? Miele offers 

exquisite German construction, stunning design options 

and a patented split third-level cutlery tray that lets you 

load silverware atop tall stemware. Intelligent, one-touch 

controls adjust wash programs to both the food and 
dishware being c leaned providing spectacular results with 

remarkable silence each and every time, guaranteed.!1l 

Now that's a catch! <£)888.346.4353 JEJ miele.com 

• - - . E - [ 

11111: ~ 

I • .i. • • 
©2008 Miele, Inc. ~see miele.com for details. 
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Anything else is a compromise 
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Houses We Love 
78 April 2008 

Baron House 
Oster/en, Sweden 
John Pawson 
iohnpawson.com 

Vieira do Minho, Portugal 
Grafa Correia, Roberto Ragazzi 
correia raqazzi.com 
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music. Music players that play movies. When did we sta 

doing everything at once? And when did we multitask 

the joy out of driving? Like the joy of gripping the wheel 

and hugging turns with a tight, stiff chassis on a lowered, 

sport-tuned suspension, and 1711 aluminum alloy wheels: 

The joy of stepping on the pedal of a high-output ECOTEC­

engine with an EPA-estimated 32 mpg highway
2 

and 

waving whatever else we were doing in the dust. Like 

he joy of driving. Of doing nothing more than drivinM 
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Houses We Love 
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ddc 
domusdesigncollection 

Paramount sectional, Cube cabinet with fireplace, Cube shelf 

New York 181 Madison Ave 212.685.0800 

Los Angeles 8806 Beverly Blvd 310.273.5050 

www.ddcnyc.com email info@ddcnyc.com 
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~ .. SEMIGOOD 
~~COMPANY 

Semigood's initial offering, 
the Rift Collection, is now 
available in Walnut. 
Shop for the comfort of your 
home at our new online store, 
semi goods.com 



MY HOUSE 

Taking inspiration from barns, ware­
houses, Case Study Houses, and 
Japanese residential architecture, 
architect Marcus Lee and his wife, 
Rachel Hart- an architectural mode l 
maker-created a unique timber­
framed home in Hackney, London. 
The three-story house packs within 
its double-height ceiling five bed­
rooms, a study, a music room, and a 
mezzanine gallery while still leaving 
enough space for an open-plan 
ground floor and garden. Lee tells us 
how he created such a hardworking, 
flexible, and desirable family home. 11•· 



MY HOUSE 

We built the house on a garden site 
that we bought at auction. It was a 
huge risk when we bought the piece 
of land back 1n 2000 with no planning 
permission and no services. Rather 
romantically, perhaps, the garden was 
next to a pickle works that is now, 
sadly, a paint spray shop. It was a long 
back garden to a handsome Georgian 
building, so we had to get all kinds 
of planning approvals. 

My wife, Rachel. and I jointly bought 
this site, and she had an interest all 

along in doing a house. I have to give 
her enormous credit. It can be hugely 
stressful building a house, and it is 

probably easier for me because I'm 
in the business. It's a slow process, and 
you do it on a shoestring. 

The whole idea of a timber frame 
means that you can bui ld quickly and 

move into a flexible space, rather like 
a barn or loft, at minimum cost and 

then fit it out or change it as you live 
in it. Though the work does slow down 
when you move in. It's a bit of an ad­
mission for an architect, but there's no 
doubt that once you are in a place­
no matter how good your planning­
you are not fully aware of how that tree 
next door, for instance, might relate 
to the space or affect the light. When 
you move in you can refine things, 
but you risk driving your family mad 
in the process. 

As a fami ly we tend to gravitate to 

the living room and kitchen-that's the 
focus of fami ly life. The children tend 
to do their homework and drawing on 
the kitchen island or the d ining table 
and watch television downstairs. 

The Corian kitchen island unit acts 

as a real hub . A lot of people are 
surprised to find a television tucked 

away under the worktop, which we 
can watch from the sofa. It doesn't 
dominate the room, though. The kids 
sit at the island for breakfast and other 

meals, and when people come they 
end up sitting there and talking while 
we are cooking. It works well. Then 
we have a more formal dining table 
looking out over the garden. 

On the ground floor, we have a shift 
in floor level between the entrance area 
and the rest of the living area, which 
was completely to do with the differ­

ence in level between the street and 
garden. We wanted high ceilings and 
a double-height space in the kitchen 
area, which is to the side of the main 
living zone, with a mezzanine and an 
intern a I balcony above. The change •" 





MY HOUSE 

"On the whole the house has some of the 
feel of a barn or warehouse, but also of 
the Californian Case Study Houses, like 
the Eames House." 

Marcus Lee 

The second-floor family bathroom (top left) 
has an interior window overlooking the 
kitchen below. On the top floor (top right 
and middle right) the children have 

a sequence of bedrooms built into the eaves 
with space enough for desks and a choice 
of standard bed or bunk bed. Out in the 
garden (bottom right), Lee designed a large 

cupboard with a sliding door and bank 
of shelves. The dining area (bottom 
left) benefits from the abundant natural 
light that pours in from the garden. 

86 April 2008 Dwell 
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Uponor radiant floor heating provides a nice, even heat that takes the chill out of winter 

floors. Unlike forced air, it reaches every corner of the house and eliminates cold, drafty 

rooms. What's more, it offers significant energy savings. Warm, cozy, efficient and reliable. 

You'll wonder why anyone would ever wear sl ippers. To find out more, call 800-321-4739 

or visit www.uponor-usa.com uponor 



MY HOUSE 

in level allowed us to get the ten-foot­
high cei lings, and be able to walk down 
into the main living space. 

Downstairs is a flexible, open plan, 

while upstairs is more cellular. On the 
second floor, we can use sliding doors 
to section off the guest room and a 
small en suite bathroom. It's a luxury 
in London having a spare bedroom, 
but when my older daughters-Katie 
and Lois-come to stay, it's good for 
them to have that sense of privacy. 

We maximized every bit of space by 
creating a third floor up in the eaves. 

When we first moved in, the girls­
Mae, 6, Jodie, 8, and Ruby, 10-had 
a big, open, attic dormitory up there 
with rows of beds. More recently 

we divided that floor up into a study 
and then three separate bedrooms, 
each with a normal bed and a bunk 

bed tucked in up by the cei ling, which 
are great for sleepovers. There's defi­
nitely a kids' zone up in the attic and 
an adult zone on the second floor. 

On the whole the house has some 
of the feel of a barn or a warehouse, 
but also of the Californian Case Study 
houses, like the Eames House. Japan­
ese domestic architecture is also 
something we really admire. The wood 
factor fits in with that, but this is not a 
highly detailed house-it's very simple. 
You do get that kind of modular sense 
here which you get in some Japanese 
houses, plus the minimalism-being 

able to put all the clutter into the banks 
of storage that we have. 

In the summer you can extend the 

main living space by opening out into 
the garden. The buttress zone idea, 
with storage running across the side 

wall of the house, carries out into the 
garden where there is a big storage 
cupboard with a huge sliding door and 
a built-in sofa bench. It screens out 
the factory beyond. 

Rachel takes most of the credit for 
the water pond. It was her idea to cre­
ate this bridgelike feeling as you pass 
into the yard. There's that Japanese 
flavor again and a few fish. In the sum­
mer the garden really adds a whole 
new dimension to the house, becom­
ing an outside room. 

Before this house I built another tim­

ber-framed house in High bury for the 
family. My father, who is a retired archi­
tect, built our house in Hertfordshire, 
where I was born and grew up. It's in 

my b lood. I think I've got three houses 
in me, and-having finished this one­

I've done two. One to go. I•· 





MY HOUSE 

Make It Yours 
90 April 2008 

Corian Spice 
The Corian worktop on the kitchen island 
is the room's piece de resistance. With 
the black slate floor and the timber walls, 
the couple opted for a bright orange 
countertop to keep the wooden abode 
from feeling too much like a cabin. 

Culinary Reflections 
A mirrored backsplash in the kitchen inten­
sifies the feeling of openness, a clever cheat 
for all of the space-deprived. "It gives the 
kitchen a rather barlike feel," quips Lee. 
The stainless steel-fronted cabinets are, like 
in many budget-conscious houses, from 
that kitchen stalwart Ikea. 

Trojan House 
The house's roof and walls are clad in red 
cedar- an unusual choice for London. 
Though it won't likely keep the rain out like 
slate or tile would, a protective membrane 
below will. The worst that could happen is 
that the timber might deteriorate and need 
replacing. Even still, Lee and Hart love the 
idea of their timber frame home wrapped in 
a warm wooden blanket with a hardworking 
membrane underneath. 

Timber Toys 
The frame of the house is made of Siberian 
larch that was laminated in Denmark 
and shipped to Gordon Cowley, who runs 
a company called Timber Engineering 
Connections in Lincolnshire. Cowley then 
turned t he timber sections into a kit with 
a minimum number of drawings. After 
creating the shape and dimensions they 
wanted, Cowley and the engineers- Arup, 
in Lee and Hart's case-took care of the 
sizing, bracing, and fitting it all together. 

Our Pellets 
Doing their part for the environment, Lee 
and Hart chose a pellet boi ler for their heat­
ing needs. "To connect us up to main gas 
would have cost us more than £20.000, 
so that forced our hand a bit," Lee explains. 
Using compressed pellets of sawdust or 
other timber waste, pellet boilers not only 
make good use of refuse, but stand to save 
homeowners some serious cash. IUll 
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OFF THE GRID 

Straw Tech 

When Anders Stokholm asked his 
o ld friend Felix Jerusalem to design 
his family's new home in Eschenz, 

a northern Swiss village on the Rhine 

River and Untersee Lake, the cl ient 

and architect agreed that they d id n't 
want to d isturb the ancient Roman 

artifacts buried in the property's wet 
soil. But they d id want something both 

modern and green. Jerusalem's solu­

t ion, the Strohhaus, beautifullly merges 
the old with the new: The structure 

floats above t he saturated ground o n 

pilings-referencing building meth­
ods used in the area thousands of 

years ago, according to Zurich-based 
Jerusalem. And except for its concrete 

core, the entire house is made from 

slabs of prefabricated, formaldehyde­

free compressed straw. 

The St rohhaus is no earthy adobe 
or old-school straw bale dwelling, 

though. Its walls are made from panel-

Story by Emily Gertz 
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ized strawboard sandwiches. Highly 
dense outer layers perform the load­
bearing function, with lig hter-weight 

layers in between creating thermal 

insulat ion; midweight slabs were used 

for interior features. 
Compressed straw is a better insula­

tor than t imber, Jerusalem notes, and 
no more flammab le w hen compressed 

to this degree. It's also a much more 

renewable resource: Compared to the 
years it can take for a tree to mature, 

straw replenishes in about three or 

four months-the time it takes to grow 
a f ield of grain. Not much less than the 

t ime it took to construct the Strohhaus, 
which was completed in 2005, j ust in 

t ime for the Stokholms to be settled in 

for Christmas. 

The entire structure is sheathed in 

inexpensive translucent-green corru­
gated plastic- the stuff you'd normally 

use t o roof a small shed- making the 

Pilings float the Strohhaus above its wet 
site in northern Switzerland. When weather 
permits, the huge west-facing windows slide 
open, merging living room and garden. 

·i ., 

I ' • 
., ... 

construction and materials visible as 
well as contributing to the home's 

insulation. The unusual outer skin adds 
an aesthetic bonus when sunlight 

shines through it, casting shadows in 

varied patterns across the inner walls. 
This t ransparency p leases Jerusalem, 

who feels that the raw, exposed design 

of the Stroh ha us contradicts popular 
associations of p lastic and straw with 

cheapness, d isposability, and kitsch. 
"Andy Warhol took t rash and made 

art out of it; I think this is very similar," 

assserts Jerusalem. 
The €325,000 budget (about 

$475,000) was t ight by Swiss standards, 
Jerusalem notes, and had to include 

the intensive research and develop­

ment involved in prototyping a new de­
sign. To stay within budget, the home's 

interior is intentionally spare, a "noble 
carcass," with heating and electrical 

l ines running through exposed pipes. I~,. 

Dwell 
c 1 j l' 





OFF THE GRID 

This simplicity also fits the philosophies 
of both architect and client. " I think 

people should think about how they 
want to live," says the architect. "Must 
there always be so much luxury? Could 

it be simpler and more direct?" 
Jerusalem saved more money by 

concentrating the p lumbing-kitchen, 
bath, and toilet- in the concrete core, 
which extends underground just 
enough to create a small wine cel lar 
accessable through trap doors. 

Despite the home's modest foot ­

print, the living room feels spacious 
and light, thanks to the long, bare wal ls, 
free of shelving or detailing. Cheerful 
white and yellow paint on alternating 
walls emphasizes the room's w idth and 
dramatic height, and a bulbous black 
fireplace punctuates the space, sus­
pended from the high ceiling on a long 
stem. On the west side of the living 

96 April 2008 

room, three huge slid ing g lass doors 
open onto metalwork steps that lead 
down to the family's private garden. 
The color and light weight of the exte­
rior material help soften the division 
between indoors and out . 

The Strohhaus is set on a roughly 
north-south axis that maximizes the 

landscape. At the north end, the 
open living space flows into a gallery 

situated above the master bedroom; 
picture windows frame the view 
of Lake Untersee and the Rhine. The 

chi ldren's bedrooms are at the south 
end, on the other side of the concrete 
core, creating privacy at both poles 
of the home. The passage between 
the children's rooms and the bathroom 
also contains the family's library and 
kitchen storage. 

While the Strohhaus has earned a lot 
of regional acclaim for its innovation, 

The extra-long suspended fireplace e mpha­
sizes t he living room's height. Minimal 
interior detailing resulted in a bold yet calm 
space-and kept costs down. 

local reaction was mixed. "Americans 
think Switzerland is cows and cheese 
and chocolate," says Jerusalem, and 
some Swiss are the same, preferring 
traditional representational design 

(think Alpine ski chalet) to a deceptively 
simple-looking house set on p ilings. 
But the Stockholm family is happy with 
the home, which has seen them snugly 
through three w inters. 

Although the German firm that 
made the compressed straw slabs has 

since gone out of business, Jerusalem 

hopes his prototype will advance 
architecture's capacity to solve energy 
and climate problems. "Architec-
ture learns so slowly from technical 
[advancements]. We must create new 
concepts and new materials," he says. 
"It must be more than only aesthetic; 
it must have more substance." I~·-

Upstairs, gallery windows frame the Rhine 
River. A concrete core (visible on the 
left) houses the kitchen, the bathroom, 
and a mini wine cellar below. 
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stxobhaus site plan 

Straw Houses: Facts and Figures 

Environment: About 200 million tons of 
straw go to waste in the U.S. every year. 
If all the wasted straw were burned, it would 
add up to nearly 6 percent of the total C02 

emitted annually by passenger cars. Building 
with straw contributes to smog reduction. 

Fire: A plastered straw bale wall is about 
three times as fire resistant as a typical 
timber-frame-and-drywall construction, 
because the straw is packed so t ightly that 
there is not enough air for combustion. 
A study from the National Research Council 
of Canada demonstrated that plastered 
straw bales withstood temperatures of about 
1,850 degrees F for two hours before any 
cracks developed. 

History: Nebraska is considered the birth­
place of straw bale construction in the 
U.S. The arrival of horse-powered balers 
in Nebraska in the 1880s made straw a pop­
ular building material. The earliest straw 
bale structure in North America was likely 
built in Bayard, Nebraska, in 1896. 

Pests: Straw bas no nutritional value, 
being low in organic matter and high in 
silica content, and because the straw is 
so densely packed, it's not too appealing 
to pests and insects. n11 

Str aw Houses Through the Ages 

Traditional Fijian hut 
Straw, mud, and grass compose 
this island abode . 
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Floor plan 

i9o3 Burke House, Nebraska 
The oldest -known extant 
straw bale home in tlie U.S. 

Click here: 
More about straw can be found at the 
Deve lopment Center for Appropriate 
Technology at~ and tbelaststraw.org. 

E F 

© 

2006 Modern Straw House 
An update on traditi onal 
straw bale construction. 

A Bedr oom 
B Kitchen 
C Bathroom 
D Entrance 
E Living Room 
F Master Bedroom 

1 a 3 sandwieh Layers 

Highly compressed straw, 
40 mm thick, performs 
much of the load-bearing 
function . I nterior walls 
use two slabs of this 
material with no middle 
insulating layer. 

2 The Hearty Filling 
The inner core is a 
lighter-weight insulat­
ing layer of compressed 
straw ( 300 kg/ m' in 
density, compared to 
600 kg/ m' for the outer 
layers) , f r om 170 t o 
200 mm in width. All the 
layers are glued with a 
formaldehyde-free mate­
rial called Isocyanat . 

Dwell 
c. y 



·-
r 

• I . 

Protection for young and old; hot and cold; neutral and bold. 
Whether your concerns are saving on the high costs of heating and cooling, 
protecting your furnishings and artwork from premature fading, or ultraviolet ray 
protection for your family, VISTA Window Film is the clear answer. 
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VISTA 0 
WIN D OW F I LM 

For more information: 

1-800-345-6088 
www.vista-films.com 

VISTA• 1s a registered trademark of CPFdms Inc. • P.O. Box 5068 • Martinsville, Virgmra 24115 • (276) 627-3000 • wwwcpf1lms com 
The nature of certain delicate fabrics and dyes will lead to premature fadrng regardless of the apphcatron of any window ftl m or protective treatment 
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As likely to host the sending 
of emails as the serving of 
entrees, today's dining table 
needs to be set for anything. 

Xpand table 
By Franz Riener for Xpand Mobelhandels I 
$2,350-$3,880 I Seven wood options or 
bamboo/ 55-73"x37"x30"; 63-81"x37"x30"; 
71-89" x 38" x40" I xpand-furniture.com 

Story by Michael Grozik 
Portrait by Todd Hido 
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In the refectory of the Convent of 
Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan, 
there exists a dining table of singular 
historical significance. Nearly 25 feet 
in length, with wood trestle legs half 
obscured by a crisp white tablecloth, 
its utilitarian design would not look 
out of place in a family-style Italian 
restaurant. However, due largely to 
the fact that the table's occupants 
happen to be Jesus and 1 2 highly 
animated disciples, its finer points are 
easily overlooked. 

In Leonardo da Vinci's The Last 
Supper, the expansive table is intend­
ed as a framing device for the drama 
being acted out around it. Yet, more 
than 500 years after Leonardo tagged 

that somber dining-hall wall with his 
masterpiece, its 15th-century furnish­
ings remain familiar: Most of us can 
recall meals shared around a similar 
table, in a staid room reserved solely 
for important repasts and repartee. 

But, much like the coffee table be­
fore it, the dining table appellation 
is sounding increasingly dated. Open­
plan live/work spaces, on-the-go life­
styles, and even the re-emergence of 
poker night from its banishment to the 
basement have altered this formerly 
formal piece of furniture's use. With 
this in mind, we asked multidisciplin­
ary designer Rich Hansen to dish on 
which of these five tables he deems 
suitable for more than just supper. 

_ _,, ( .... 

l, 

Expert Opinion: I really like the 
simple form of this table-it would go 
well with almost a ny interior approach. 
What's fantastic is that you have this 
thing that's a pedect Jittle size for a 
desk area o r somet hing, a nd then you 
can go, "Ho ney, let's invite some peo­
ple over," and it easily expands to seat 
ten. Huge improvement over "Get the 
14 leaves out-we have three more 
people coming!" The way it expands 
is really we ll done, but the g rate -like 
openings mean t hat you'll have to 
be p retty di ligent about cleaning 
it. Messier kids are go nna need to sit 
at the e nds, no q uestion. 

What We Think: The accordion-like 
conceit of this table is more than 
just structurally inventive, it's engag­
ing on a tacti le level as well. The 
stra ightforward lines and wide range 
of natural material options make 
Xpand a ve rsati le choice, both fu nc-
tionally and aesthetically. I~· 
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A Note on Our Expert 

Rich Hansen honed his diverse design 
chops over the course of 25 years 

spent fee·ding an insatiable appetite 
for all things aesthetic. He began as 
a graphic designer for clients such as 

XLRBR magazine, Nice Collective, and 
Pablo Designs. Hansen also boasts 
furniture, interior, exterior, and exhibi­
tion design work in his portfolio, w ith a 
number of San Francisco-area restau­
rant projects under his belt, and a bar 
on tap. He recently collaborated with 

Apple accessories maker lncase on 

their office and identity redesign, and 
is currently focused on a condo con­
version in Scottsdale, Arizona, notable 
for its reuse of materials and off-the­

grid approach to climate control. 
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Bigwire table 

By Arik Levy for Zanotta I $3,000-

$3,400 I Plate-glass top, steel tube 
base I Top in brown, red, or white; 
base in graphite, red, or white; I 
51" or 57" d iameter x 29"; 49"x69" 
ovalx29" I zanotta.it 

Strut table 
By Blu Dot I $1,099-$1,299 I 
Polyurethane painted MDF top, 
powder-coated steel frame base I 
Assorted colors I 75" x 35" x29"; 
90"x35"x29" I b ludot.com 
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Expert Opinion: This one hits a 
bunch of retro design buttons, and 
creates a very specific look that's quite 

contemporary and versatile. It refer­
ences [Warren] Platner-who I actually 
think made a more elegant table­
and the internal shape of the base 
suggests [Eero] Saarinen's Tulip table. 
But it doesn't look like the smaller size 
would have much legroom. For me, 
tables need to have a lot of space to 
stretch out- I'm likely to kick it every 
time I sit down. 

What We Think: If you're looking 
for a m id-century-friendly table w ith 

a fresh yet famil iar personality, this 
would be a good fit. Bigwire's egg­
beater-like base m ight be better 
suited for the dinette than the d ining 
room, and we agree that post-omelet 
slouching could be somewhat prob­
lematic for longer-limbed sitters. 

Expert Opinion: The graphic 
designer in me really likes the logic 

of its clean lines and proportions. But 
that cross p iece and base ... ! under­
stand why they needed to do it that 
way- for stability- but I'm not sure 
how you can avoid hitting your shin 
or scuffing the paint, especially on the 
ends. I don't want to be reminded of 

\ the design once I've sat down-I want 
·.to engage with my work or the other 
people at the table, and not continual­
ly worry about where I put my arms 
and legs. It's like the uneasy feeling 
I get when sitting with my back to 
the door. 

What We Think: The strict geometry 
of this table favorably evokes both 

farm tables and scaffolding, but may 
not be the most functional choice for 
those who enjoy hosting large dinner 

parties. If used primarily as a work­
table, however, its admittedly restric­
tive base could provide a welcome 
sense of order. II•· 
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c. y 



~ t\ ~ 
~/ft ~tit~ 

~ r-
,. 11( ~ 

~ SI ~=· .. 
" € " rt v. f. • 
'&< 

, (r ... 
If -4( fl .. '6 (t 

"' 
r "' ' 

~ ( l .. 
Ill C\ ¢ (l • 

f 9 l • ,.. 
I I c .,. • .. 
'I t: .. .tfl 

J, •• 
~· ~ • , ill 

... 

• -
' ( 
n 

I ' l 

(. 
r. 
fl!, 

ii ' I! ~ 

qt .. ;ti ~ .. 
..i( • ~ ( ~ 

' " i! ~ " 
,, ., 
i ~ ti' k- ~ f 

~ 'II ~ • ~ • t- ( 11 

~ ' ,. .. • f ~ 
• I< .i 

.,. • "' r 
"' ,,_ ~ ~ 1' ' ~ 
... ~ " 

.. 
~ 

' f 
,. 

-
t ' j r 

~ " p 
(t. 



DW ELL REPORTS 

Hollow dining table 

By Brave Space Design I $2,400 I 
Bamboo I 77"x36"x30"; 36"x36"x30" I 
bravespacedesign.com 

ake a table 

y Alfredo Haberli for Moroso I Price 

~BD I Honeycomb aluminum top with 

atural-stained oak veneer, powder­

oated steel tube base I 79" x57" x30"; 

8"x37"x29.S" I moroso.it 
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··-----
Expert O pinion: I like this table's 

general shape, especia lly the side 

view. I .also like the functionality of the 
hollow construction, though it would 

be interesting to see that opening 

carried all the way around. I don't find 

the aesthetic created by the mixing 

of bamboo colors as appealing as t he 

use of bamboo itself, which is some­

thing of a problem. For many people, 

unfortunately, style and design wi ll 

trump .sustainability every time. 

W hat We Think: Why do so few fur­
niture designers seem to understand 

that style and sustainability needn't 

be mutually exclusive? We only found 

a handful of appealing sustainably 

made t ables, and t~e Hollow was 

one of the best. To us, the open 

ends appear custom made for clutter 

cleanup-napkins, placemats, mail, 

books, lap tops- which makes it 

a great choice for storage-strapped 
residents of small spaces. 

Expert Opinion: I think it's real ly 

interesting, though in the end, I'm j ust 

not sold. The top is truly beautiful: Its 

classic diamond shape facilitates con­

versation, and the tapered edge is 
a nlce touch. But I have issues with the 

base'. The tubular metal legs and rub­

b er footpads initially reminded me of 
some m id-century designs. Ultimately, 

though, they seem to have more 
of a highway-rest-stop, Nat ional Park 

Service kind of aesthetic-and not 

in a good way. I wish it was resolved 

a little more elegantly in relation 

to the top, and didn't look like such 
a shin-banger. 

What We Think: The edgy attitude 

exhibited by the angular top is refresh­

ing in a field dominated by circles 
and rectangles. We like the resolutely 

retro quality of the base, though 

it could hinder seating-arrangement 

flexibi li ty. It would likely integrate 

well w ith a mid-century-modern aes­
thetic, .especially if tasked with live/ 

work doub le duty.11111 
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A Good Days' Work 
In 1942, auto factories had tanks on the 
assembly lines and nylon was solving 
the silk scarcity. Designers faced the chal­
lenge of balancing wartime demands with 
the potential of industrial innovation. 
One young couple rose to the test, on their 
way to becoming the most celebrated pair 
in British modern design. 

Story by Sarah Rich 
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In the early 1950s Lucienne Day shook the 
textile industry, inciting a host of copycats 
and transforming popular taste. Spectators 
(above) typifies her lively, original style. 

Robin Day's 1963 polypropylene chair 
(below) is one of his best-selling designs. 
Still in production today, the low-cost, 
multifunctional seat is truly timeless. 

Dwell 
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Some precocious designers make 

a big splash early o n and spend the 
rest of their careers hovering inside 

the far-reaching ripples. Robin and 

Lucienne Day, on the other hand, have 
spent 70 years designing according to 

the shifting tides of taste and circum­
stance, never content to coast on their 

achievements. Outlasting mid-century­

modernist credentials, they continue 
to pioneer new concepts for furniture, 

textiles, and interiors into their 90s. 
The Days are living legends in the 

UK, often referred to as the British 

Eameses for their celebrity, influence, 

and extraordinary contributions to 

modern design. In contrast to the 

Ea meses, however, the Days' partner­
ship has formed the foundation of two 

independent careers, both of which 
yielded designs that transformed 

industries and remain as recognizable 

today as they did 60 years ago. 

Q Rod chair (1953) 
The molded Q Rod chair for Hille consisted 
of just seven parts- far simpler and less 
material-heavy than the popular Hillestak. 

Robin Day and Lucienne Conradi met 

at the Royal College of Art in 1940, and 
their styles jelled immediately-Robin's 

furniture providing a wel l-suited frame 

for Lucienne's textiles. "We have had 
remarkably similar-identical-tastes 

in al l things right from the moment we 

met," Robin remarks. Collaboration 

soon led to courtship, and in 1942 they 

were married. 
Their first years together were spent 

enduring World War II and the devasta­
tion of London during the Blitz. In the 

war's aftermath, people needed a sign 

that the UK could rise from the ashes, 
and accordingly, in 1951, the Festival 

of Britain was held to initiate a cul­

tural rebirth. England's most talented 
young designers- the Days among 

them-were called upon to construct 
the festival facilities. Robin created 

furniture for the venue, from stacking 

orchestra chairs to fold-down box seats 

For the Royal Festival Hall, Robin designed 
the seating for both audience and orchestra 
(above left}. These orchestra chairs became 
a best-seller for Hille. 

to outdoor furniture for the terrace, 

and both he and Lucienne exhibited 
domestic designs in the Homes and 

Gardens Pavilion that generated great 

excitement among festival visitors. 
Robin's spare, compact home fur­

nishing systems and Lucienne's bright, 

large-scale textiles illuminated new 

possibilities for home interiors even 

within t he financial and spatial con­
straints imposed by the postwar econ­

omy. The Days' work revitalized Britain's 

relationship to design and kicked 
both of their careers into high gear. 

For Robin, the festival activated 
the potential he'd revealed in 1948 

when he and his collaborator, Clive 

Latimer, won the storage section of the 
New York Museum of Modern Art's 

International Competition for Low-Cost 
Furniture. His space-efficient home stor­

age units exhibited a progressive ap­

proach to devising design solutions . ... 

A version of Robin's storage unit (top right), 
which won the MOMA's Low-Cost Furniture 
Competition award. Robin's Royal Festival 
Hall lounge chair (bottom right}. 8 P -206 
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Fabricated from a single sheet of p ly­

wood set in a tubular aluminum frame, 

the molded-p lywood cabinets were 

exceptionally lightweight and strong, 

and required little material or assem­

bly. Functionally, they accommodated 

confined living quarters and scarce 

resources, but aesthetically, they owed 

nothing to the restrictive circumstances 

of the 1940s. 

Similarly, Lucienne's approach to 

texti le design was driven as much by 
context as by visual impact. While 

Robin factored in noise, tr<iffic, comfort, 

and durability, Lucienne envisioned 

rooms in a simple, colorless state, then 

metered the size and use of space in 

order to devise an appropriate pattern. 

When custom design moved toward 

mass production, however, the patterns 

just as often stood on their own. 

At the Festival of Britain, Lucienne 

debuted what would become her 

most widely recognized and emulated 

pattern. The geometric and abstractly 

flora l cup-shaped design known as 

Calyx sent waves throughout the textile 

industry, immediately shifting pattern 
composition towards nonrepresenta­

t ional, large-scale, and freeform shapes, 

fine lines, and daring use of color. 

The Days' success at the festival 

attracted the attention of several main­

stays of British manufacturing, as well 

as an inevitable succession of imitators. 
In 1952, Calyx was presented with the 
American Institute of Decorators' high­
est honor, and before Lucienne had 

returned from accepting the award, 
her pattern was already being copied. 

"Initially when I saw other designers 

fol lowing my lead, I was annoyed," 
Lucienne explains. "But I quickly came 

to realize that I was forming and lead­

ing a legitimate style." 

Her originality became the driving 
force behind Heals Fabrics, which pro­

duced Calyx for the festival. The wildly 

positive public reception led Heals to 

establish a relationship with Lucienne 
that endured for decades and yielded 

a parade of distinctive and popular 

patterns. An association with Rosenthal, 

the German ceramics manufacturer 

for whom she produced tableware in 
;r lt'4~ Cl 4 . ~to... ~~~$!:!!!=:=:=~ 

II J, I II" I. Iii I ~, il'.11, h tc1-I .1 a distinct, delicate style translated from 

her texti le work, led to further success.~~ 
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Polypropylene armchair (1967) 
Injection-molded polypropylene was 
cost-effective and low-waste, making it 
ideal for commercial applications. 

Over the course of her career, Lucienne's 
evolving style consistently influenced 
pattern trends across North America and 
Europe. The selection above illustrates the 

breadth of her work. Clockwise from top 
left: Isosceles, 1955; Strata, 1952; Parkland, 
1974; Rig, 1952; Causeway, 1967; Forest, 
1959; Herb Antony, 1956; Calyx, 1951. 
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Robin maint ained an equally st rong 

and long-lived partnership with Hille 
Seating, which manufactured many 

of his most iconic designs. The stacking 
plywood Hillestak, one of Robin's fi rst 

mass-manufactured designs, with its 

simple lines and lightweight construc­

t ion, became nearly as recognizable 

as the Eames mold ed-p lywood chair. 
In the '70s, Hille produced Robin's 

polypropylene Series E- the unmistak­
able b rightly colored p lastic chair now 

ubiquitous in grade-school classrooms 

on both sides of the pond. 

Robin's work became progressively 
more utilitarian thro ugh t he end of 

the century. His belief in design as a 

service led him toward public projects, 

from t ransit stations to medical waiting 

rooms. Meanwhile, Lucienne g ravi­
tated toward fi ne art with hanging 

silk mosaics d~splayed in commercial 

spaces and museums. 

Childsply chair (1999) 
Made from a single sheet of birch p lywood, 

this chair was auctioned off for charity by 
London gallery twentytwentyone. 

The Days' continuous evolut ion is 

a testament to their uncompromising 

professional independence. Even 
as f ledgling d esigners they exhibited 

a hard-headed b usiness sense and 

never hesitated to assert its terms. 

Both refused to become employees 
of any manufacturer, working only as 

consultants to ensure they'd be respect­
ed and treated as colleagues. 

Their insistence on creative auton­

omy presaged the attitude common 
among today's young designers that 

freedom is fundamental t o success. 

The Days were ahead of t heir t ime not 
only in business but also in their phi­

losophies of p roduction and the role 

of design in the world. Today's environ­
mentally conscious d esigners mimic 

mid -century restraint- albeit mot ivated 
by d ifferent circumstances-in their 

efforts to be simultaneously innova­
tive and moderate; and while Robin 

In the late 'SOs, Robin designed a series 
of televisions (left) which set the stage for 
home electronics that could integrate grace­
fully w ith a modern interior aesthetic. 

would n't likely characterize his work 

as "sustainable d esig n," he has always 
held a fu ndamental conviction t hat 
good design wastes nothing and lasts 

for generations. 

"Products should be designed to 

endure and be cherished ," Robin 

affirms. "I am against haute couture 
design and much contemporary work 

which is capricious, frivolous, flippant, 
superficial, and egotistical. Facile 

novelty of appearance leads to early 
obsolescence." 

Even as t hey approach their centen­

nials, Robin and Lucienne are hardly 
out of date. They cont inue to turn out 

new work, p roduced in partnership with 

emerging studios like London-based 
twentytwentyone, and each piece 

is a test ament to the longevity of their 

vision and the creative buoyancy that's 

kept t hem afloat through decades 

of cultural and techno logical change. ~· 

The Hillestak (right), a low-cost molded­
plywood stacking chair (with echoes of the 
Eameses' DCW), was one of Robin's early 
successes with manufacturer Hille. 8 p.206 
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10 things you should 
know about Robin 
and Lucienne Day 

Robin and Lucienne in 1979 (top). Robin's 
Toro seating, an all-steel bench found 
throughout the London Underground (mid· 
d ie). After World War II, Robin used his 
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innate talent for drawing and graphics to 

create recruitment posters for the Royal Air 
Force (below left). The hard-wearing Series E 
chair, first released in 1971 (below right). 

1. Robin is an accomplished mountain­
eer and rock climber- he made the 
first traverse on skis from Arctic Lapland 
to the south of Norway, and is said to 
be the oldest person to climb Mount 
Kenya to the summit, when he was 76. 

2. When Robin first began working 
with Hille, he asked to be paid 
on a royalty-only basis, correlating 
his compensation directly with the 
quality and success of his work. 

3. Ceramics were Lucienne's least 
favorite medium to work with. "I was 
never very happy with my results." 

4 . Converse sells its classic Jack Purcell 
sneaker in a number of Lucienne's pat­
terns, including Calyx and Trio. 

5. In their own home, Lucienne liked 
to have a mental break from her 
work. The pattern maven used almost 
entirely solid colors for their interiors. 

6. If you've ever been in the London 
Underground, chances are you've sat 
on a steel bench-the Toro-designed 
by Robin. 

7. Lucienne and Robin could be called 
the "Posh and Becks" of the 20th cen­
tury. The press considered the Days to 
be important taste makers, and scruti- ; 
nized their lifestyle in detail. l 
8. Lucienne has a deep knowledge 
of botany, which is reflected in many 
of her abstracted plantlike patterns. 

9. Lucienne's linen tea towels won 
a gold medal at the 1960 California 
State Fair. 

10. One of Robin and Lucienne's col­
laborations involved designing aircraft 
interiors for British Overseas Airways 
Corp., which even included the dining 
trays and utensils. In 
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CONVERSATION 

e principles of what 
so ng sta ds for and use them 
in a co pletely new way. Otherwise 
you're just a retrospective company." 

Story by Amber Bravo 

Dwell 

A Children's chair N65 (top left) and Stool 
60s (bottom) from Arte k 's 2nd Cycle series, 
which is embedded with coded RFID tags. 
The tags contain a link to records of 

the furniture's history and origin. The stack­
ab le Bambu chair (above), designed by 
Henrik Tjaerby (2006), is part of Artek's new 
Bambu series. 0 p . 206 
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In 1935, Alvar and Aino Aalto, Maire 
Gullichsen, and Nils-Gustav Hahl 

founded the Finnish furniture manufac­
turer Artek (Art and Technology) to 
produce furniture, textiles, and lamps 

that upheld the main tenets of the 
International Style. Initially established 
to produce furnishings for Alvar's 
architectural endeavors, Artek's 
innovation in bent plywood became 
increasingly popular with the public 
both in Finland and abroad. For more 
than 70 years, the company has 
continued producing the same stock 

of quality products. 
Tom Dixon-the designer who 

claims to have fallen in love with 
welding because "it had none of the 
seriousness of craft and none of the 
pomposity of design; it was industry"­
seems at once the least likely and 
most apt choice to lead Artek into the 
21st century. Dixon became Artek's 
creative director through a partner­
ship he and David Begg (who 
founded the Tom Dixon company) 
entered into with the private invest­
ment firm Proventus in 2004 to form 
Design Research, which owns and 
manages both the Tom Dixon and 
Artek brands. As he explained to 
Dwell in a recent interview, Dixon has 
set out to renew Artek's commitment 
to innovation while exercising 
a healthy dose of reverence for its 
tradition, in terms of both sustain­
ability and design. 
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What was your initial approach in 

inheriting a company with as rich 
a heritage as Artek? 

When I first started working at Artek, 
I was consciously thinking about the 
positioning of the company. What I 
saw in Artek in the 1930s was the story 
of someone really innovating in wood 
and natural materials and adapting 
them to a kind of modernist theory, 

which had previously only been done 
in man-made materials. Alvar Aalto 
was looking to humanize this. The 

story is one of application of design 
and industrial process to a natural 
material and to an industry which, in 

the main, was very o ld-fashioned and 
craft-based. There are lots of layers 
of cultural heritage and parallels with 

architecture as well, g iven that Alvar 
Aalto was an architect and his second­

ary career was a furniture designer; 
I think that's a unique proposition. 

With a company like Artek, for 
which birch plywood is so much 

a part of its aesthetic identity, 
something as simple as a material 
change is fairly radical. What was 
the impetus for this change? 

[I knew] it was going to be difficult to 
do anything more in p lywood because 
in the intervening SO years not much 
new had really been developed 
at Artek. The Americans, the Danes, 
and the Italians had all been making 
huge steps forward in bent ply; t his 
innovation was no longer cutting-

From left to right: A dining chair from 
Tom Dixon's Wire series, which includes a 
coat rack and stand; a portrait of Alvar Aalto 
in the 1930s; a stack of painted and worn 

edge. If A lvar Aalto had really invented 
new ways of making furniture in bent 
ply, it had been very much superseded 
by the Ea meses in the '40s and 'SOs. 
And even currently, t here are compa­

nies like Gubi, for instance, that are 
using three-dimensional plywood to 
great effect as well. I fe lt like we'd 
lost the leading position, and we were 
somewhere like SO, 60 years out of 
date, and I had to find something new 
to bend rather than just a b it more 
p lywood. Bamboo kept on cropping 

up as the outstanding contender. 

As a design material, how do you 
find bamboo to work with? 

It has a series of real ly interesting engi­
neering properties in terms of strength 
and flexibility, and in the way that it 
g rows so fast. So all we've done really 
is to spend three or four years under­
standing t he material to try to make 
it into an industrial material rather than 
a craft material, which is pretty much 
what Alvar Aalto d id with birch in 
Finland in 192S. 

Do you feel that this material 
shift in any way maligns Artek's 
deep-seated tradition? 

There is no other [furniture] company 
that has survived from that era in its 
original form. The furniture [Aalto 
designed for] Paimio Sanatorium is still 
made by the same factory, with wood 
from the same forest, and sometimes 
actually on the same machine [that] I•· 

Stool 60s, perhaps one of the most popular 
pieces from Artek's archive, given new life in 
the 2nd Cycle series. 0 p. 20s 
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"I'm no eco-campaigner, but 
I think we've all got a responsi­
bility to start investigating 
alternatives. What's clear is 
that, in terms of what's available 
for natural resources, we are 
running out." 

produced it in 1929). So we're very 

carefu l not to undermine or destroy 

this t radition. But the new products 

don't have to be made in Finland and 

don't have to be made out of b irch 

and don't have to be modernist clas­

sics. I think it's very important for a 

company that was as forward-thinking 

as Artek to regain some of that degree 
of innovation and newness. It was very 

important to me not to undermine the 

history, but also not to try to do new 

versions of what we're already doing. 

You can take the principles of what 

something stands for and use them 
in a completely new way. Otherwise 

you're just a retrospect ive company. 

You are self-taught and began your 

design career as a welder. How 

do you find working with wood? 
Well, I always found wood a tough 
material because you have to plan w ith 

it properly, unlike metal, which I can 

cut up and reweld in a different way. 
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If I make a cut in a p iece of wood, then 

that's it. It doesn't necessarily suit 

my impatient nature. But I've typically 

gone down a completely different 

route with natural materials, which is 

to look at the raw material f irst, like 

bamboo, and also other materials that 

we're invest igating, like recycled paper 
p ulp, which I initially looked at as a 

furniture material, and which we even­

tually used for the Shigeru Ban-de­

signed pavilion [at the Milan Furniture 

Fair 2007). 

Many of your more recent projects 

seem to stress the importance 

of sustainability. Is this a primary 

concern of yours? 

You know, I'm no eco-campaigner, but 

I think we've all got a responsib ility 

to start investigat ing alternatives. It 

doesn't matter if you believe in global 

warming or not. What's clear is that, 
in terms of what's available for natural 

resources, we are running out. I think 

designers, particularly, should be in 
the avant-garde in considering their 

position on those issues. So anything 
that allows us to reduce the use of 

raw materials, anything that allows 

longevity in objects, is real ly legitimate 
in my view. Previous to being involved 

in Artek, I didn't have a natural place 

to talk about these subjects, but now 

I can actually take an active role in 
trying to promote some of the things 
that I think are better practice. The 2nd 

Cycle series, for example, promotes 

the idea of not producing anything 

new at all. 

And people seem to be responding 

to this concept? 
I've been encouraged by the over­

whelming interest in something as nor­

mal and as everyday as representing 
things that have got a bit of a past, 

a bit of age and heritage-that they are 

more worthwhile and more valuable. 

Multiple platforms are run under 

the umbrella of Design Research. 

Do you identify most closely with 

the Tom Dixon label? 
[Laughs.] Well, obviously I have t rouble 

separating myself from myself. It's 
taken quite a while for me to make that 

For the 2007 Milan Furniture Fair, Artek 
teamed up with the forestry company UPM 
to build a Shigeru Ban-designed pavilion 
(above left). Constructed out of wood-plastic 

distinction, and I feel I'm in a position 

which i s interest ing from a creat ive 

point of view because it p resents in­
teresting possibilities for manipulating 

myself into a sort of fanciful character. 

You ca n pretend to be something 
completely d ifferent. And also, there's 

the other side, which is to have the 

opportunity to do things which aren't 

in your own personal voice, which is 
what you do if you are a fi lm director 

or a novelist. 

Do you like that role? 

Yeah, very much. It's not t he same as 

doing your own designs, but it's just as 

rewarding, if not more so, because you 

have more infrastructure and you're 
dealing with the whole lot: the packag­

ing, the information, the marketing, 

the object, and the sourcing and the 

rest of it. I'm much more comfortable 

in that role than [as] just a pure design­

er of objects for other people. You 
know, if you're a designer, you end up 

as a servant to others where you have 

very little control over your output. 

It's a bit like journalists, eh? You know, 

where an editor or an advertiser might 

trouble you to change something that 

you've written, you might be reduced, 
you might have to wait months to see 

what's going to come out or not. I like 

being able to cont rol all elements of 

the process. Obviously it all has its own 
set of chal lenges-it's never that rosy. 11111 

composite building material, which can be 
incinerated or recycled. Tom Dixon's Copper 
Shade pendant lamps (above) reflect his 
background in metalwork. e p.206 

c. y 
Dwell 





OUTSIDE 

lch Bin Ein Mulcher 
When, at cocktail parties, the conver­

sation turns from the fleeting news 

of the day to the subject of sublime 
beauty, I often find myself smil ing, for 

soon, I will speak of mulch. A lthough 
I l ike all kinds of mulch-pine needles, 

straw, leaves, shredded tires-I think 

most highly of double-ground hard­

wood mulch. Hardwood mulch is 
humble, which is ironic because it 

comes from trees, and trees are quite 

proud. Trees, in fact, make fun of 

mulch as they flai l about dramatically 
in the breeze. Trees can be jackasses. 

But trees fal l down, and then who's 

laughing? A fal len tree is no longer 

Story by Dan Maginn 
Illustration by Mike Perry 

122 April 2008 

quite a tree: It's a disappointed, 

tree-shaped collection of wood that's 

suddenly out of options. Not quite 
ready to be dirt j ust yet, it makes a last­

minute, desperate deal with the earth: 

Grant me a couple more years before 
you take me back completely. I'll sacri­

fice myself to the cause and perform 

many beneficial tasks in return. I'll keep 
you tidy and free of weeds. I'll control 

erosion and keep you moist. I'll stop 

being a jackass. 
Like the lone survivor of an airplane 

crash, hardwood mulch finds priority­

shifting energy in its new life. Pride 

eroded, it learns to suck it up and get 

to work. Like Ernest Borg nine, it sets 

up the drama so that others can shine. 

We can learn much from mulch, just 
as we can learn much from Ernest 

Borg nine. We should honor and re­

spect mulch, for we too shall one day 
fall down. We should buy large quanti­

ties of it, fall to our hands and knees, 

and spread it around with g reat care 
and heartfelt words of thanks. Later, 

when the subject of sublime beauty 

comes up at cocktail parties, we should 
smile knowingly. Embracing our inner 

Borgnine, we should stand up straight, 

limbs outstretched, and start t aking 
the conversation down a notch.11n 

Trees, cocktails, Borgnirne-we're all in this 
together, cycling in and out of our earthly 
existence. Living, dying, intermingling our 
little atoms. That's neat. 

OJ 
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We like to entertain and with our TimberTech composite deck, we can rest assured knowing 
that our deck has a remarkably scratch. stain and slip-resistant surface. Plus our deck needs 
no painting, staining or sealing, so now we can simply enjoy our outdoor retreat. and the 
time it frees up. 

From legendary decking and innovative railing and fencing to hidden fastening and 
drainage systems, TimberTech's comprehensive product line lives up to the famous brand 
promise: Less Work. More Life." 

Crane 
Building Products 

800-307-7780 
www.timbertech.com 
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PROCESS 

Scrapile-Pull up a chair to one of Scrapile's impossibly elegant dining 
tables and you'd never guess that the materials used to create it had once 
been destined for a landfill. Founded in 2003 by Carlos Salgado and Bart 
Bettencourt, Brooklyn-based Scrapile repurposes cast-off scrap wood 
to create crisp modern furnishings. Salgado and Bettencourt met in 
the mid 1990s, doing installation work at the now-defunct SoHo branch 
of the Guggenheim Museum. "We were both appalled by the waste 
at the Guggenheim," says Salgado. "Between exhibitions everything got 
demoed, and it was still good material. It just sat on our consciences." 
Years later, they found themselves at a studio staring at a pile of wood, 
wondering what could be made from it. The query yielded two benches­
the seeds of Scrapile. The collection has been growing ever since. 

Story by M ark Lam$ter 

Photos by Eirik Johnson 
Carlos Salgado and Bart Bettencourt 
stand in their Brooklyn studio, where they 
invented Scrapile's signature striated 
wood surface out of salvaged scrap wood. 
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Dumpster Diving 
The first step in the Scrapile process 
is to acquire raw materials. Salgado 
and Bettencourt are beggars, not 
choosers: Any wood-from cherry to 
walnut-will do. With help from a local 
nonprofit, NY Wa$teMatch, they've 
fo und a number of mills, lumberyards, 
and other businesses happy to offload 
their detritus. It helps that Scrapile's 

Above: Scrapile doesn't discriminate 
against any wood, but they are meticulous 
in arranging the pieces into single sheets; 
Salgado at the power saw. 
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studio- a 5,000-square-foot space 
they share with Bart's other business, 
Bettencourt Green Building Supplies­
is in Brooklyn's Greenpoint neighbor­
hood, home to considerable light 
industry. "We're literal ly surrounded 
by hundreds of woodworking shops," 
says Salgado. "It's a cost-benefit for 
them: They don't have to fill up their 
dumpsters as much." Over the course 

Building a Block 
With raw material in hand, they pains­
takingly assemble their scraps into a 
solid, ten-foot-long b lock that is eight 
inches square. To achieve the stri­
ated pattern of cascading bands that 
is Scrapile's visual trademark- which 
Salgado calls the "waterfall effect"­
pieces are cut to size and arranged 
by wood type before they're bonded 

of a year, that can add up to a substan­
tial savings for the donor, and a wind­
fal l in free material for Scrapile, to say 
nothing of the environmental benefit. 
Everyone wins. 

together with nontoxic, water-soluble 
glue. "There's a lot of math involved," 
says Salgado, but t he result is "a very 
clean piece of wood." 111>· 

Below: The new planks are covered 
with nontoxic adhesive. Once bonded, 
the pieces are sliced and weighted until 
they're ready to be used in a design. 
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LA Forum is p leased to announce the release of Polar Inert ia: Migrating Urban Systems. Reyner 

Banham once observed t hat in Los Angeles "mobility outweighs monumentalit y." W hat was t rue 
for t he automobile is fast becoming true for the home. It is possible today to live on wheels. to be 
completely t ransient and yet remain completely connected. Architect Ted Kane takes a critical look 
at how c ity life predicat ed on to t al mobility and utterly dependent upon the corporate-controlled 

w ireless world is expanding the meaning of urbanity. 

Please join us at R.A.M. Publications at Bergamot Station, 2525 Michigan Ave., Bldg. #A2, Santa Monica 

on March 20th at 7:30 pm for a book sig ning and drinks. Polar Inertia: Migrating Urban Systems can 

be purchased from www.rampub.com. 

Visit www.laforum.org for more information on future events and publications. 
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A Design Emerges 
All of Scrapile's sharp modern forms 

come from the solid block of wood. 
The pieces have evolved from basic, 

boxy shapes to more complex lines 
as Salgado, who does most of the 

design, has become more comfortable 

as a woodworker. " Initially the· idea 

was to keep the designs as simple as 

possible," says Salgado, a sculptor by 

Putting It Together 

With a design in place, the block is 

trimmed down to size, planed, sanded, 
and edge-cleaned. Planks are cut with 

precision, to ensure the waterfall pat­
tern aligns exactly, and pieces are 

glued and clamped down to dry. Then 

they're patched if needed (no more 
than two places per piece), re-sanded, 

o iled, branded, and carefully crated 

Above: Once they have crafted the materials, 
it's time to cut, measure, and assemble the 
pieces of the Pi table- and the variations 
in color and texture become more dramatic. 
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on the job. I've never adhered to the 

rules." The Pi table, shown in progress 

here, is one of Scrapile's simplest, but 

still displays thoughtful, subtle detail. 

for shipment. "Sometimes you forget 

that we have hundreds of little pieces 

g lued together, and they're alive," says 
Salgado. "Wood breathes depend ing 

on the weather, the temperature. 
It does what it wants to do." Scrapile 

are also doing what they want to do, 

and the results are nothing you'd ever 
consider throwing away. 011 

Below: Because they are constantly sourc­
ing new scraps, each completed piece 
has a one-of-a-kind pattern, and each layer 
tells its own story. 
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Fulfill Your Dreams 

Sometimes you long for something that's truly natural. It may be closer than you think. 
Every Hastens is made entirely by hand using only natural filling materials. 

It is not the easiest nor the least expensive way to build a bed but the result is unparalleled comfort. 

Visit one of our stores and experience how sleep in a Hastens bed is a gift of nature. 
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Pine 
This softwood evergreen 
has a humble history as a 
less durable (and cheaper) 
alternative to hardwoods 
like oak. Light in weight 
and color, pine takes paint 
well, making it a top choice 
for crafts and cabinetry. 

Pine also knows its math: 
The tree's branches, nee· 
dies, and cones all grow 
in a Fibonacci sequence. 
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Spruce 
Spruce is resilient, ta ll, and 
conical, and usually grows 
in northern regions. This 
soft, white wood is used in 
everything from papermak­
ing and musical instruments 
to aircraft manufacturing­
remember the so-called 
Spruce Goose? Spruce is 
also a source of vitamin C 
and a popular breeding 
ground for moths. 

Maple 
The sugar maple, also 
known as hard or rock 
maple, is the most common 
species used for flooring 
and furniture, and even lines 
the lanes of bowling alleys. 
As the name indicates, it 
also provides us with maple 
syrup. Maple is a sign of 
autumn's arrival, when its 
leaves turn to brilliant reds 
and o ranges. 

Oak 
The oak is the national 
tree of the U.S., England, 
Estonia, and Germany, and 
its vast native habitat has 
increased its importance 
to the craft and building 
industries. This hard, dense 
wood resists pests and de­
cay, and has been used for 
more than 4,000 years to 
make timber-framed build· 
ings, floors, and furn iture. 
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Mahogany 
This fine-grained tropical 
hardwood first gained pop­
ularity in 1597, the year Sir 
Walter Raleigh presented 
Elizabeth I with a table made 

from mahogany planks off 
the deck of his ship. Though 
the commonly used b ig-leaf 
mahogany is not yet endan­
gered, conservationists 
are paying close attention 
to its rise and fa ll. 

Dwell 

Teak 
Teak is a durable, termite· 
resistant, semi-hard wood 
native to India and Malaysia. 
It is coveted for flooring, 
shipbui lding, and furniture. 
The essential o ils found in 
wi ld teak are superior to 
the farmed stuff (grown in 
almost any tropical climate), 
which, unfortunately, has 
led to the devastation of 
many natural groves. 

Rosewood 
Brazilian rosewood is en­
dangered and expensive, 
but its strong, sweet scent 
and rich grain patterns have 
long made it a favorite for 
cabinets, flooring, furniture, 
and musical instruments. 
Rosewood contains an acrid 
oil that must be removed­
often by steaming-before 
it's shaped into a piano leg, 
credenza, or tabletop. 

Ebony 
Ebony belongs to the 
Diospyros genus (along with 
persimmon trees) and grows 
throughout Africa and Asia. 
The commercially coveted 
Macassar ebony is often 
found in oboes, clarinets. 
and pianos. This evergreen's 
black or chocolate brown 
wood is extremely durable, 
and so dense that it won't 
even float. 
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Architect Preston Scott Cohen resurrected 
an early 1800s barn as a vacation home 
for a literary couple and their family, call­
ing to mind both the agrarian spacious­
ness of the structure's former life and the 
vernacular of its new function as a house. 
Transcending both, Cohen created a piece 
of architecture that is at once porous and 
opaque, familiar yet otherworldy. 

The Pine Plains, New 
York, home of Elise and 
Arnold Goodman (below) 
boasts 48 windows , the 
largest of which 
measu:i:es 8'6" by 7 '6" . 
As architect Preston 
Scott Cohen explains, 
the "free facade makes 
it impossible to iden­
tify how many levels 
there are, or even to 
tell the difference 

between a door and a 
window." From without, 
the windows reveal 
dzamatic glimpses of 
the 18th-century barn 
frame and new steel 
structure that support 
the house . From within, 
says Elise, "Each 
season, each time of 
day, offers a differ­
ent view of the world. 
It's spectacular. " 

The skunks may be miserable on Skunks Misery 
Road, but from the look of things, the people are 
doing just fine. Land values have risen so high along 
this roadkill-dotted lane, which winds through Pine 
Plains, a hamlet two hours north of New York City, 
that the dairy farms that once flourished on the 
forested, hilly landscape have been converted into 
estates. The cows have mostly decamped, but the 
farmhouses and barns remain-suggesting that the 
affluent fauna now grazing among the mache pits 
shares its predecessors' architectural predilections. 

That is, until one turns at the Simon's Farm mail­
box, bumps a mile along a dirt road, and beholds 
the home of Arnold P. and Elise Simon Goodman. The 
design, by architect Preston Scott Cohen, takes the 
peaked-roof gable house- an object so familiar as 
to seem invisible-and, with a provocative mix of 
modernity and tradition, a sprinkling of the surreal, 
and a massive explosion of scale, utterly upends 
our notions of home. 

"The house is not about a lot of little things," 
declares Cohen, with an enunciative clarity that Mi-
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•we didn ' t want to 
diminish the openness 
and height and feeling 
of a great expanse of 
space," says Arnold­
though, he adds, "I was 
slightly concerned that 
we were going to end 
up feeling like we were 
readi ng in Grand Central 
Station." Fortunately, 
the barn frame's hori­
zontal beams perform 
a domestic function by 
creat ing the illusion 
of a lower ceiling. 
The three major anchor 
beams were hewn f r om a 
single tall yellow pine . 
8 p .206 

converts simple words like "moves» - "mewves" -
into events. "It's one big thing at all times." 

The seed for Cohen's architectural sequoia was 
his clients' desire for a country retreat. "We wanted 
three things," says Arnold, who is partnered with 
his wife in a Manhattan literary agency. "Privacy; 
a Catskill Mountains view; and a place to swim. 
But we could never find a house that suited us, 
so we decided to build." The couple purchased a 164-

acre property, one of the last still-undivided parcels 
created from a 1706 British land grant. There was 
a spring-fed spot for a pond, and, after clearing 15 

wooded acres west of their building site at the land's 
high point, they got the biggest defoliation-related 
surprise since Mikhail Gorbachev lost his hair: 
a view, not only of nearly the entire Catskill range, 
but an Arcadian tableau of valleys, forests, and 
fields in front of it. 

As for the dwelling itself, "we'd rented a barn 
once that had been converted into a house," Elise 
says, "and we discovered how lovely it was to have 
high ceilings and wood beams." The idea, Cohen 
recalls, was to "have a barn disassembled and 
restored, and reconstructed with a new envelope 
built around the frame." The Goodmans were drawn 
to the traditional Dutch version, with its broad, 
nave-like central axis with aisles on either side, and 
massive H-shaped supports. In New York's Mohawk 
Valley, the couple found a unique example: a barn 
dating from the early 1800s that, via the addition of 
a fifth bay(one more than usual), had a colossal so-by-
60 footprint and soared to a height of 37 feet. "Though 
the old siding was in typically passable condition," 
says Cohen, "the frame was the best they'd seen." 

The greatest challenge, however, was not finding 
the ideal property or the perfect barn. It was engag­
ing an architect who could provide that unquan­
tifiable something Elise calls "a work of art." And 
so, in a manner of speaking, she went to the source: 
the Museum of Modern Art's library, where she dis­
covered Cohen's "breathtaking" Torus House, which 
had been featured in MoMA's 1999 exhibition The 
Un-Private House. "[The Torus] scheme has an airy 
interior, largely a single open space, connected to 
the landscape," Cohen explains. "It was quite similar 
to the Goodmans' program." 

For Cohen, the project was a chance to experi­
ment with "transforming historical typologies to 
produce a new language." Vernacular structures 
like barns, he observes, "establish conventions that 
are rooted in social practices we can understand. 
Contemporary architecture can elaborate on that, 
so that the new is brought into a dialogue that has 
collective values embedded in it." 

In keeping with the Goodmans' desire to retain 
the barn frame in "pristine form," Cohen left the Ii>· 
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In keeping with the 
Goodmans ' desire for 
just enough subdivision 
for rooms to sleep and 
work in, Cohen inserted 
a two-story volume into 
one of the barn frame ' s 
side aisles. An addi­
tional small mezzanine 
over the kitchen (below 
right) serves as a play 
area for grandchildren. 
In the bedroom, a 
"scarecrow" cr afted by 
the Goodmans' grandson 
Eli hangs on the wall 
(below left) . 
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space largely open, locating the master suite, guest 
accommodations, offices, and baths in a two-story 
volume tucked into a side aisle. Then he focused on 
the dialogue between past and present, producing 
several large gestures that, by reinterpreting elements 
of the barn, revivify the "collective values" common 
to domestic architecture. 

The first, says Cohen, involves "the irreducible 
image of a house-the gable form," which has, 
through simplification and inflation, been converted 
into a nearly hyperreal expression of home. "To 
make the exterior more monolithic and provide a 
more astonishing contrast with the timbers behind 
it- a dialectic of the refined and rustic- the exte­
rior is dad in tightly tailored, four-inch-wide cedar 
planks that look at moments like cast-in-place 
concrete," he observes. "It adds to that peculiar 
overscaled character." 

Inside, the contrast is indeed astonishing.Apart 
from the timbers' monumental beauty, Cohen says, 
"their fascination derives from the return to the 
pure tectonic experience of architecture. The barn 

frame confronts one with it in the most profound 
way-and in a domestic setting, where it normally 
isn't offered." 

Excluding the partitions that traditionally stabi­
lize a barn facilitated Cohen's liveliest inspiration: 
an exposed, load-bearing steel frame that sits 
between the wooden beams and walls. The support 
establishes a pas de deux between pre-and post­
industrial structure, in which the partners endlessly 
contrast and harmonize-sometimes separating, 
at other moments colliding with startling, kinetic 
beauty. Considering the sculptural starburst of 
wood and steel in the guest room, Elise wonders, 
"Why put any art on the wall?" 

By releasing the building's skin from its struc­
tural support function, the steel frame also enabled 
Cohen's anarchic, Daliesque scramble of 48 windows, 
which reinforces the drollery of the house's scale. 
"It's a free facade," he explains. "And we've displayed 
it by having the windows wander off out of sync with 
the barn's bays." In fact, there's a method to the 
madness: "They're determined by views and 11~ 
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Rather than concealing 
the barn frame in the 
private rooms, Cohen 
created an interplay 
between modern and 
historic elements ( as 
in the master bath) . 
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relationships to furnishings, and have geometric 
connections with one another," Cohen says. But in 
a wry inversion of the pleasures of looking out, he 
adds, "they also frame views of what's inside-they 
capture certain intersections of timber and steel." 

Perhaps the architect's richest gesture is the 
ten-foot-square breezeway- running the structure's 
full width and open at both ends- that forms 
the main entrance. This was, the Good mans joke, 
the only piece of"architecture" they would permit. 
Indeed, its mention sends Cohen into an enthu­
siastic fit that borders on the zany. "That was the 
thing that mattered most to me!" he yells. "That 
moment when you're poised in the interval of the 
threshold- this extends that interval through the 
whole house. The breezeway invites you not just 
to enter, but to explore the experience of entering." 
Because the space's windows fold from floor to wall 
and wall to ceiling, opening 36<>-degree views of the 
interior, one is surrounded by the house's pleasures 
before going through the front door. The experience 
is further enriched by the breezeway's function as 

Dwell 

Did You Know? 
Cedars produce purple pinecones, which 
lend the already magisterial tree an even 
greater air of regality. Due to their resinous 
oils, the trees resist rot and borers, and 

have been valued for durability for centuries 
over; the Egyptians used its resin for mum­
mification and its sawdust was found in the 
pharaoh's tombs. For this reason, the trees 
have long symbolized immortality. 

an interior porch, directly on axis with Round Top 
Mountain, one of the Catskills' tallest peaks. Best 
of all, it can be enjoyed year-round: Cohen designed 
outsize roll-up glass and screen doors, which drop 
like theatrical flats and keep out the cold in winter 
and bugs during the summer. 

The outcome is an architecture that unites Cohen's 
theoretical rigor, instinct for the sensuous, and 
sheer creative exuberance. It's also remarkably in 
sync with its occupants, who seem like typologically 
correct Upper West Siders of a certain age until, of 
course, you come to recognize their unexpected 
iconoclasm, appetite for risk, and good humor. "The 
house is a great source of pleasure," Elise affirms. 
"Can you imagine having this in your life?" 

Cohen, pointing to the design's use of space, 
replies, "Why not? The persistence of those gigantic 
things creates great effects at many scales. It chal­
lenges conventions, draws you into a new experience, 
but relieves you of the expenditure of having to 
resolve everything," he says. "That's part of what 
makes it a modern house.And I like that." UIH 

A sharply angled walkway 
( above right) l eads up 
to the house ' s breezeway 
(opposite). In a narrow 
residual area between 
the breezeway and the 
house ' s northern ele· 
vation, Cohen created 
a so-called "skinny 
space , " with a changing 
area accessible to the 
outdoor shower . 
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Driving through the leafy country lanes 
on the outer edges of London's commuter 
belt, it's hard to imagine the city is just an 
hour away by train. But the Sussex fields 
around the village of Peasmarsh set the 
scene for John Carver and Anna Carloss's 
modern renovation of a mid-century 
bungalow, bringing the city-or at least 
its design sensibility-that much closer. 

Hut AJ:chitecture used 
rough-sawn larch and 
galvani~ed steel to 
enliven what was a dull­
looking Mid-20th-cent ury 
bungalow in the English 
countryside . The wood 
will age and change 
color rapidly, allowing 
the building to merge 
into its natural sur­
roundings yet still have 
enough unique details 
not to disappear into 
the landscape. The 
architect tested various 
finishes by leaving them 
outside to see how well 
and how fast they aged. 

It would be easy to assume that the delightfully 
named Starvecrow Cottage would have roses around 
the door, a thatched roof, and look like something 
from a storybook. But John Carver and Anna Carloss's 
bungalow- tucked away in the village of Peasmarsh, 
on the outer edges of London's commuter belt-is 
far more modernist chalet than country cottage. 
Clad in rough-sawn Siberian larch and finished with 
anodized aluminum, the low structure is a pleas-
ant surprise in England's we.aids and wolds, where a 
home without Tudor beams constitutes blasphemy. 

Fortunately for Carver and Carloss, planning 
consent was not such a large issue as it might have 
been: Their seemingly brand-new modernist home 
is really just a reworking of a tired mid-century 
building, which the couple purchased in 2oos as a 
weekend retreat and transiti.oned into their primary 
residence. "A friend emailed me one day to say he 
had been out to see this place that had just come 
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on the market and we should see it too," says Carver. 
"We came down on the Saturday morning. Just as 
we got here someone was leaving, and just as we left 
someone was arriving. Later on I realized that 
I dropped my glasses, and so I phoned the agent and 
he said he had found them on the driveway. So I 
went back to get the glasses. When we saw the place 
again, we said, ' Let's agree on a price here and now 
and shake hands on a deal.'" 

This sudden decision was something of a surprise 
for architect Andrew Whiting of Hut Architecture. 
Whiting had just obtained building permits for a 
roof extension on the couple's London home, but was 
quickly enlisted to work on the forlorn Starvecrow 
Cottage. Needless to say, the roof extension never 
got built. "Initially, !the Starvecrow project] was just 
going to be a change of color and maybe a nice 
wooden floor, but it grew from there," says Carver. 
"our involvement was always incremental," says ~" 
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The li nng YOOID 11 floor 
to ceiling windows 
allow plenty of natural 
light in and offer a 
clear view of the woods 
to the rear of the 
pzoperty carve ia a 

of tax dermy and 
stuffed vixen has 
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attracted a number 
of real life suitors. 
The fox (behind the 
Ea es Lounge chair) 
was previously the 
mascot of Carver and 
Carloss ' s creative 
agency, Cunning. 
8 p.206 
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Whiting. "It was always 'just a bit more,' so 
we ended up doing a vast amount of work on the 
property in the end. John and Anna were particu­
larly involved clients, but in a good way. That is not 
always a positive thing, but it was with them." 

This approach suited both parties. In fact, they 
all got on so well that Hut eventually moved in 
to share an office with Carver and Carloss's creative 
agency, Cunning. "They were so easy to get along 
with and very flexible," says Carloss. "We had 
worked with a couple of architects in the past and 
they always seem to have had an agenda, and that 
is what they stick to. That can be very difficult 
when you have your own opinions." 

As it turns out, Carver and Car loss's opinions 
dictated many of the changes made to Starvecrow 
Cottage. The 4,500-square-foot building retains 
much the same footprint of its mid-century coun­
terpart, but the addition of floor-to-ceiling windows 

to the rear and various skylights brings the out­
standing landscape closer and fills the home with 
light. "My dream property has always been one level 
and with massive picture windows;• says carloss. 
"This allowed us to do that, but the amount of reno­
vations and the budget were far greater than what 
we first thought of. we sometimes joke that it would 
have been easier and cheaper to have knocked it 
down and started again. But the shape is beautiful 
and we wanted to retain that." Surprisingly, previous 
residents had not thought to have a proper view of 
the valley, much of which is owned by the family's 
famous neighbor, Sir Paul McCartney. 

To decide on the exterior materials, the team left 
more than a dozen types of timber and treatments 
out in the elements for a month before deciding on 
untreated Siberian larch, which sheaths the house's 
nearly four-inch layer of insulation. This replaces 
the previous stucco frontage and ensures that the 11• 
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All of the outdoor play 
(le~ . with Carloss and 
six-year-old son Finlay) 
means that the interior 
flooring must be durable . 
Carver and Carloss chose 
polished concrete, which 
can be easily swept and 
swabbed. The bedroom 
and adjacent bath (above) 
are minimally furnished 
with a Skipper bed from 
Habitat, and, occasion­
ally, a pile of unironed 
laundry. Opposite page : 
The architects kept the 
original low-beamed 
ceiling, retaining the 
house ' s English country­
side char111. The kitchen 
and dining area open out 
to the expansive grounds, 
and are furnished with 
Eames fiberglass shell 
chairs and custo~ 
cabinetry designed by 
artist Neil Jolliffe. 
The couple purchased 
their Banksy prints 
(opposite left) from the 
artist's London gal lery, 
Tom Tom. ~ p . 206 
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Use 
Larch is revered for its be,wty ,rnd '" .1 

harbinger of spring The sturdy tree. which 

can reach over 150 feet 1n height, 1s an ex· 

cellent windbreak. Some herbalists believe 

that tinctures made of its flowers can boost 

confidence. The European, Japanese, 

and tamarack larches are popular in bonsai 

culture. Larch was widely used in pagan 

cremation ceremonies. 
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home remains warm and dry, while the wood 
will age naturally. The bungalow is just a short drive 
from the sea, so the weather can become extreme, 
another reason for the decision to use polished con­
crete for the floors- the family need not worry about 
wandering in from forest walks with muddy shoes. 

The internal layout is also far more open than the 
original, creating what Carver calls ua country loft 
apartment feel." The couple had an artist friend, Neil 
Jolliff, come in to add flourishes such as the sherbet­
colored kitchen cabinets and a comic-book shelving 
unit for the couple's six-year-old son Finlay's bed­
room, which also benefits from some neat capsule­
like beds from design store Habitat. 

Perhaps the most stunning result of the collabora­
tive work between H\lt and Carver and Carloss 
is the glass-roofed conservatory, which brings the 
wood from outdoors inside. It houses many of 
the couple's eclectic purchases, such as a foosball 
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table and tabletop Space Invaders. Adding to the 
quirk factor is a varied collection of taxidermy 
throughout the home, including the eye-catching 
stuffed fox who looks out over the valley. 

The newly realized Starvecrow Cottage is finished, 
at least for now, and the family is settling in to 
full-time occupancy with Finlay attending a local 
grade school and the pair alternating days in their 
London office. "It is nice to see a place being lived 
in," says Whiting. "As an architect there is that 
awful [experience] where you finish a project and 
it looks great, but then you never see it again." 
To some, Carver and Carloss might have been the 
clients from hell. But to Whiting they were inspilr­
ing; they have become both friends and office 
buddies as well as inspiring patrons. He adds, 
"I suspect our work here may not be entirely over, 
but that's the exciting aspect of working with 
such creative people." mn 

Carver and Carloss ' s 
choice of kitchen design 
by artist friend Neil 
Jolliffe reflects the 
couple ' s eclecticism and 
playfulness . The kitchen 
cabinetry draws from 
the so~ pastel shades 
o~en seen in English 
coastal towns . The 
lighting fixtures found 
throughout the kitchen 
are Giant Pendants from 
Origi nal BTC. An expan· 
sive skylight (opposite) 
gives a feeling of 
spaciousness i n t he 
kitchen/ dining area. 
0 p .206 
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For photographer Ed Reeve, building his 
own house had been a lifelong dream. 
When he met architect David Adjaye, and 
found the perfect plot of land in London's 
De Beauvoir Town, Reeve knew his time 
had come. The Sunken House, so-named 
for its excavated site, is a dark, cedar­
clad cube in a stuffy part of town, where 
weathered brick and clay chimney pots 
are more common than modernist angles. 

The house's stained­
cedar cladding (below 
le~) makes a stark but 
pleasing contrast to 
the natural foliage of 
the site. Earthy yet 
geometric, the house 
combines opposing 
tendencies remarkably 
well : Dark exterior 
walls hide a well -lit, 
white intexiox ; clean 
lines and angles frame 
informal circulation. 

The facade (opposite) 
achieves a notable sense 
of verticality for such 
a stout structure, with 
its stained timber clad­
ding aimed straight up 
toward the sky . The 
heavy, horizontal brick­
work of the neighboring 
Georgian houses seems 
to imply aesthetic 
contxovexsy, but in 
fact, during its short 
planning review, Reeve's 
house received letters 
of support from no fewer 
than five neighbors . The 
front gate opens onto 
a driveway, which in 
turn leads to a private 
patio around back. 

A rather mysterious cube rises up between the 
trees and neighboring Georgian houses of London's 
peaceful De Beauvoir Town. The cube is clad in 
a cedar rainscreen, which is stained dark brown. 
A single slot window at the front is all that indicates 
that this is, in fact, a house-To those close to the 
commissioner and inhabitant, Ed Reeve, it has affec­
tionately become known as Ed's Shed. 

"Since I was nine, .it has been a lifelong passion 
to one day build my own house," muses Reeve, 
a photographer. It is with justifiable pride that he 
can make such a statement, as he contentedly sips 
a cup of tea in his recently completed home. 

The thought of building your own home is, by 
most people's standards, a draining proposition. 
Finding a plot in London is already a struggle, as the 
shortage of availability coupled with the turmoil of 
regulations and high land costs are three challenges 
too many. For Reeve, the opportunity couldn't come 
soon enough. 

Serious conversations to realize his childhood 
dream go back more than a decade, to when Reeve 
met the then-fledgling architect David Adj aye. While 
Reeve shot Adjaye's portrait and early architectural 
projects, the two struck up a friendship. When, in 
2003, a mutual friend pointed out a potential site in 
De Beauvoir Town, Reeve immediately fell in love I•, 
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The outer walkway ( above 
left) leads all the way 
around the structure, 
spilling into a small 
patio in back. Even 
the rear facade ( above 
right) is seamless- its 
door all but disap­
pearing into the cedar 
cladding. A garden of 
small herbs and vines 
creates a fan of green 
(right ) as the plants 
creep up the outside 
walls. What at first 
seems to be a stark use 
of artificially dark 
wood reveals itself to 
be unironically natural: 
a soothing and woodsy 
backdrop for this home 
in the bustl ing city. 
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with it. He always knew he wanted a house with 
plenty of natural light, instinctively in tune with the 
trained sensitivities of his photographic eye, so he 
was understandably eager to exploit the location's 
evening sunset as well as optimize the view of the 
surrounding trees. Reeve was adamant that the 
new house should make a panoramic composition 
of the natural environment outside-a visual luxury 
in sharp contrast to the urban density on view for 
most city dwellers. 

After Reeve purchased the plot, formerly a build­
er's yard located at the end of a block of houses, 
Adjaye commenced with some early concepts for 
Reeve's consideration. One of his first ideas was 
to include windows only at the back of the house, 
to focus and accentuate the view-but the idea 
never really gained traction with Reeve, who grew 
uneasy with this rather extreme proposal. The final 
design was approved in 2004 (albeit with more 
windows).Adjaye obtained planning permission 
within eight weeks, accompanied by the written 
support of five neighbors. 

The entire site was excavated to basement level 
in order to create the sunken concrete foundation 
on which the house now sits. With this in place, 
the prefabricated solid timber load-bearing struc­
ture simply arrived one day on two trucks from II•· 
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Despite its dark and 
boxy exterior, the 
house's interior is 
bright, naturally lit, 
and spacious. Adjaye, 
a master of t he well­
placed window, is in 
top form here. The 
staircase (above left ) 
ascends toward sunlight: 
a gap cut straight 
t hrough the r oof and 
facade (right) . Other 
windows range from 
the smallest of square 
portholes to wall-sized, 
cinematic expanses 
of glass (opposite) . 
0 p . 206 
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Germany. The large section-engineered spruce 
panels were expertly assembled in two days and, to 
everyone's satisfaction, gave immediate shape to 
the house .. Hemp insulation improves the acoustic 
performance of the structure while the solid timber 
frame boasts a significantly reduced carbon foot­
print. (Each cubic meter of timber saves almost one 
ton of carbon dioxide emissions, compared to the 
use of brick or concrete blocks.) 

There was a lull of a year before suitable builders 
were found to complete the fit-out, made more diffi­
cult by the fact that Reeve's budget had already been 
maxed out. Perseverance and continued momentum 
were essential, both of which could be attributed, 
in some part, to Reeve's new partner, Michela Meazza. 
Indeed, certain key moments in the house were 
accompanied by key moments in their relationship. 
For example, Reeve celebrated the purchase of the 
site at their first dinner date; the rough structure 
was then inaugurated with a bottle of champagne 
as the couple perched tentatively on the roof. Now, 
they have been happily living in the house since 
May 2007, having overseen the process together. 

Through a set of gates at street level, one reaches 
the house beyond a small space that provides 
off-street car parking- a rarity in London. The dark­
brown-stained timber that clads the facade also 
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flows into the vertical and horizontal surfaces 
of the concrete patio. This abundant use of what is 
essentially wood decking gives the impression 
that the house has sunk into its own skin, which 
explains why Adjaye named it the sunken House. 

Past the front door, a triple-height space-a key 
transitional area-houses a walnut staircase flooded 
with natural light from the overhead slot window. 
Small, randomly positioned panels dot some of the 
walls.These somewhat abstract interjections open 
to the outside, allowing natural cross ventilation to 
counteract any overheating in the summer.All rooms 
have under-floor heating, banishing the need for 
unsightly radiators. The master bedroom, bathroom, 
and office occupy this m.ain floor, so guests are 
either steered down toward the kitchen or up to 
the main living room. 

Head upstairs and the tranquility of the site 
comes alive: The patina of foliage from the rubina, 
oak, maple, and birch trees and surrounding gar­
dens are framed beautifully by the large single-pane 
picture window. Dominating the vast white room 
with its poured white rubber floor is a corner sofa by 
British furniture designer Rock Galpin, big enough 
for entertaining or catching a movie on the slick 
TV. The back wall features immense built-in closets, 
which Meazza uses for her office. For the brave, JI•· 
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Reeve's partner, Michela 
Meazza, uses built-in 
closets for her home 
office (right) . The 
imposing gunmetal gray 
doors can simply be 
swung shut at the end 
of a long day ' s work. 
Reeve himself (below) 
pauses in a ray of 
afternoon sunshine, 
surrounded by the house 
he had so long dreamed 
of building. Seen in 
the architectural 
context of its London 
neighborhood (oppo­
site) , the house is all 
the more extraordinary: 
compact, materially 
innovative, and easy 
on the eyes. ~ p . 206 
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a drop-down hatch in the ceiling reveals a sliding 
ladder with access to the barrier-free flat roof, which 
boasts stunning 360-degree views of London's 
distant high-rises.Solar panels reap the rewards of 
such exposure and generate energy for the home's 
hot-water supply. 

Down in the kitchen, a spacious layout for 
both the cook and guests fulfills the couple's love 
for entertaining.A la.rge glass window allows light 
in and gives view to the small jasmine-lined out­
door area, great for summer parties. The garden 
links around to a small courtyard at the front of the 
house, and stairs loop back up to the entrance. 

One leaves Ed's Shed certain that it is anything 
but a shed.Adjaye has managed to create an urban 
sanctuary- a home that invites you to retreat from 
the demands of city life. The couple, hindered by 
constant travel commitments, are conscious that 
they need to add more homely touches to counteract 
a feeling of emptiness in certain spaces-a sparse­
ness that is nevertheless balanced by soft artificial 
illumination and continual shifts in natural light. 

Asked if there is anything he would have done 
differently, Reeve responds with a fairly resolute "no." 
He is living the euphoria that is inevitable after 
such an ambitious endeavor- an endeavor that has 
literally been a lifetime in the planning. !WI 
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"When you have two branches that go off 
the trunk, you cut through them to get 
the widest expanse," says Mira Nakashima, 
who lea med woodworking from her father, 
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George (right , in 1986). After cutting, 
the boards are air-dried for several! years, 
then kiln-d ried and stacked according 
to their original formation. 

Dwell 

George Nakashima Woodworker, 
the concern that since 1944 has p ro­

duced furniture by "the one American 

b lue-chip designer of the 20th cen­
tury" - according to Sotheby's James 

Zemaitis-occupies 8.87 lush acres 

at 1847 Aquetong Road in New 

Hope, Pennsylvania. The compound, 

as most people cal l it, consists of 15 

structures, all b ut one designed by 

Nakashima himself. These range from 

utilitarian workshops and warehouses 

to the Reception House, arts b uilding, 

and Conoid Studio, which combine 
modernist design and construction 
princip les, Japanese architectural 

traditions, and wood craftsmanship 

with originality and elegance. 

Though legend has it that Nakashima 

made every p iece, in actuality he 
employed a group of artisans to help 

execute his designs. Today the opera­
t ion remains much as it was, with Mira 

Nakashima running things since her 

father's death in 1990. Three fu ll-time 
chair makers, three finishers, and five 

multipurpose woodworkers produce 
classic Nakashima works, Mira's Keisho 

line, and custom adaptations- every­

thing from $750 stools (in a day or so) 

to 18-foot-long, $75,000 dining tables 

(in about a month)- at the rate of 

roughly 400 pieces per year. 

Also unchanged is the consuming 

emphasis on wood. Just as the founda­
tion of great cooking is q uality ingre­

dients, Nakashima furniture depends 

upon superlative material, whether it 's 

local b lack walnut or cherry, Californ ia 

redwood root, Carpathian elm burl, 

or French o live ash. No less crit ical is 

t he cutting, which involves balancing 

a good yi eld w ith a sense of how to 

real ize the t imber's aesthetic and struc­

t ural potential. "Dad said that, when 
you cut a log into lumber, you're like 
a sculptor," says Mira, a disarmingly 

friendly, unpretentious woman, over 
tea and truffles in the studio. "You have 

to have an idea of what you're going 

to make out of it." After they've been 
flitch-sawn (to preserve the natural 

edge), the boards are dried for several 
years, then ki ln-dried and stored in 

one of three warehouses, where they 

await selection by a client, often for 
decades. Though choosing can take 

a few hours, says Mira, "Sometimes 
we go back and forth for months 

before they make up their minds." 

Once a decision is fina lized, she pro­
duces a detailed drawing. Then the I~ .. 
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wood-workers have at it, converting 

their Grade A ingredient into one of 

the most recognizable furniture design 

styles of the past 100 years. 

That style-characterized by free­

form edges and vividly g rained sur­

faces, butterfly-shaped splints that 

stabilize imperfections, and architec­

tural suipport structures that express 
the tension between the natural and 

design€d- seems inevitable, but it 

grew out of a decades-long dialogue 

between the designer's creative spirit 

and a range of artistic and cultural 

influences. Nakashima's voyage of self­

actualization-he called himself "the 

world's fi rst hippie"- took him through 

many lives: from an Arcadian boy­

hood hiking in the Pacific Northwest 

(he was born in Spokane in 1905); 

to architectural training in France, the 

University of Washington, and MIT; 
to a job in t he Tokyo office of architect 

Antonin Raymond. Faith played a part 

as well: In 1936, Nakashima journeyed 

to Pondicherry, India, to oversee a 

building project at the ashram of Sri 
Aurobindo, and was so taken with the 

influential Indian teacher that he be­

came a disciple. So, too, d id trauma: 
Nakashima ultimately resettled in 11• 

Mira (above left) with a chalk-annotated 
board in one of the three workshops 
George built. A woodworker (above) 
removes the bark from a natural edge. 
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Seattle, b ut in the aftermath of Pearl 

Harbor, his family (including two-week­

old Mira) was re located to an intern­

ment camp in Idaho. There he learned 

traditional Japanese carpentry from 

a fellow internee. Luckily, Raymond­

who owned a farm in New Hope-
was able to sponsor the Nakashimas' 

release, and t hey joined him there in 

1943. A year later, Nakashima began 

making furniture in his garage; two 
years after that, he acquired the first 

three acres of land, and Nakashima 

Woodworker found its home. 

These peregrinations influenced 

Nakashima variously. Exposure to 
Japanese culture strengthened his in­

nate "kinship with the heart of a tree," 

as he put it, and led him to fashion 

furniture from split, perforated boards; 

this amounted, he believed, to "an act 
of resurrection," and offered the tree 

"a second life of dignity and strength." 

But Nakashima was also motivated, 

Mira believes, by privation. "When we 

were p ut in camp, he learned to 

work with found materials-packing 
crates, or gnarly bits of bitterbrush he 

picked up in the desert," she says. 

The butterfly splints, widely regarded 

as a Nakshima invention, are actually a 

centuries-old st ructural device used in 

European and Shaker furniture, though 

typically concealed. Nakashima's inno­
vation, inspired by his Eastern experi­

ence, was to expose them: "The whole 
idea of t ransparency is inherent in 

Japanese architecture. Dad just carried 
it over to furniture." Nakashima's formal 

training enabled him to craft elegantly 

minimal supports for his great gnarled 

tabletops. "He understood the forces 
and joinery so well that he was able 

to use as little understructure as pos­
sible," Mira says. 

The designer's most profound 

influence, however, was spiritual: Sri 

Aurobindo taught him, Mira recal ls, 

"that unless you get your ego out of 

the way, you can't go to your highest 

potential." And, as beauty is an expres­
sion of the d ivine, the artisan "is only 

a medium for transferring this energy 
from the universe to everyday life." 

Yet despite his devotion to the Mingei 

ideal of the unknown craftsman, and 
w hat Mira calls "his anti-ego spiels," 

George referred to the process of distress­
ing furniture as "Kevinizing," says Mira, 
"because my brother Kevin (bottom left, with 
George and Mira, circa 1975) was always 

Nakashima possessed an outsize 

personality and tolerated no interfer­

ence-from anyone. "I can't count 

t he t imes I was fired," says Mira, who 

studied architecture at Harvard and 

Tokyo's Waseda University, and prac­
ticed interior and landscape design, 

before joining her father in 1970. "One 

t ime, I'd just finished an assertiveness 

course, and decided to apply what 
I'd learned. I was out the door." So 

closely was Nakashima associated with 

his furniture that it nearly kil led the 

business. "After he died, people who'd 

ordered things figured they could n't 

be any good without him," Mira says. 

"We had 50 percent cancellat ions." 

What saved things, poignantly, was 
a disaster. In 1989, a fi re destroyed the 

Princeton, New Jersey, home of Arthur 

and Evelyn Krosnick, taking with it the 

112 Nakashima works they'd accumu­

lated over three decades. Devastated, 

they asked the designer to reconstruct 

their collection; after his death, the pro­

ject fell to Mira. "That was all the busi­
ness we had," she remembers. " It 

took three and a half years. And it was 
a good learning experience for me." 

The story expresses a recurring 
theme of the family's life and work-~·· 

hopping around on the tabletops in his 
cowboy boots." When George began the 
compound, his daughter recalls, "The shop 
was the first building. We lived in a tent." 
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Although Nakashima created mass-pro­
duced furniture for Knoll (1946-1954) and 
Widdicomb-Mueller (1958-1961 ), says Mira, 
"he wasn't happy with the results. They'd 

162 April 2008 

do variations and changes without telling 
him." Nakashima preferred to craft pieces 
like the 1947 Grass-Seated chair (above) 
at the compound with his own workers. 
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one echoed, fittingly, in the cycles of 

nature: death and resurrection. Just as 
he viewed his craft as giving a "second 

life" to a tree, it was the Krosnicks' 

catastrophe that enabled Mira not o nly 

to sustain t he business b ut to gain the 

skills and confidence to make it her 

own. She doesn't foresee Nakashima 

Woodworker surviving into a third 

generation. But Mira's desire to pre­

serve both the compound and her 

fa the r's legacy has led her to explore 
converting it into "a museum or teach­

ing institution"- she laughs- "to teach 

all those people making knock-offs 

the right way to make 'em." 

Nakashima's message, his daughter 

once wrote, was that "we must con­

sistently remember the eternal in all 

that we do," which is a way of saying 

that, while it s form may change, the 

spirit endures. So it will be, one hopes, 

at 184 7 Aquetong- and for the most 

eternal of reasons. " It's a shame to 

waste it all," Mira says. "That's why I 

kept going after Dad d ied. It's a shame 
to waste it all." 1111 

The compound's structures range from 
simple sheds (top) to the exquisite Reception 
House (bottom left), Nakashima's self­
proclaimed "swan song" atthe compound. 
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A Mama's 
Touch 

Story by Grant Gibson 
Photos by Ben Anders 
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W alking along a narrow cobbled road 

in a lively part of London's Bethnal 

Green w ith garages and lock-ups ar­
ranged in a row along one side, it isn't 

d ifficult to spot Nina Tolstrup's home. 

W hile the other houses on the street 

all have brick facades, only one is 

fin ished in a crisp, clean render with 
unpainted, matte-varnished t imber 

doors. It has to belong to a designer. 

Nevertbeless, I decide to make sure 

I'm in the right place before I ring the 
doorbell. As I'm rummaging around 

in my bag, trying to find my diary, a 

voice with more than a hint of a Danish 

accent floats down from a balcony a 

couple floors above me: "Grant, hello! 
Is it not easy to find?" 

Very quietly Tolstrup, the Danish 

furniture and product designer, who 
works under the name Studiomama, 

has been carving herself an enviable 

reputation in the UK. At the 2007 

100% Design Festival in London, for 

instance, she picked up the Best 

Cont ribution award for the Made in 

Denmark stand she curated. She also 
walked away with first prize at Design 

Nation's Eureka exhibition for a collec­

tion of elegant pewter bowls she de­
veloped with Wentworth. Surprisingly, 

though, Tolstrup came to the profes­

sion a touch later in life, hitting her 

stride at 38 once her two children had 

reached school age. 

And this, I discover, is reflected in 

the fami ly's home, where her work area 

takes up a minimal amount of space. 

As she escorts me to the second 

floor, which contains the kitchen and 
lounge area and also her t itanium 

PowerBook, it only takes a glance to 

-
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Behind Nina Tolstrup's dining table/office 
desk is a sideboard she designed herself, 
which is littered with things she has both 
collected and made. 

c 
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Nina Tolstrup's living space (above } is fur­
nished with a combinat ion of pieces that 
she's designed herself, like the Pallet chair 
(right} she created for the Ten, 10, X project 

Dwell 

notice that we're surrounded not only 

by Tolstrup's own work, but also by 

pieces from designers she admires. 

The kettle is from the collection Jasper 

Morrison designed for Rowenta; 

tucked under her office desk-cum­

dining table is an o ld Hans Wegner 

Wishbone chair; I spot an Arne 

Jacobsen tea pot; and we sit on some 

Rodney Kinsman-designed Omkstak 
chairs reclaimed from a rubbish bin 

at the Royal College of Art. 

The fact that there's an outdoor 

shower on the balcony- not something 

you tend to see in this part of town­

adds to the interior's contemporary 

Scandinavian feel. "As a kid there would 

not have been a day where I wouldn't 

have been exposed in one way or 

another to these kinds of design icons," 
she shrugs. And sitting snugly next to 

all these classics are pieces from her 

own portfolio. In fact, the house acts 

as a rather sweet retrospective of 

her fledgling career, including her 

commercial work represented by the 

brightly colored, button-free OnOff 

clock-so called because to turn t he 

alarm off you tilt the clock sideways 

until it rests on its outstretched arm. 

This quirky but functional design 
language pops up elsewhere: Her 

dressing-room mirror can be flipped 

90 degrees and locked into place 

to become an ironing board. And then 

there's tn e huge, freestanding me­

dium-density fiberboard (MDF) cube 

punctured w ith circular windows that 

acts as her chi ldren's playroom. "I 

probably can't deny that there's a very 

strong Danish influence in my work," 
she explains when quizzed about her ,,. 

at 100% Design, and the classics she's 
collected from the likes of Kj~rholm (in red 
leather) and Eames. It isn't difficult to spot 
the designer's house (left} along the narrow 

cobbled street in the East End of London. 
The clean facade is a clear break with 
the predominantly brick houses and a row 
of lock-ups. 8 p.206 
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The aptly named Mirror/Ironing Board (top) 
acts as a full-length mirror and also locks 
into p lace as an ironing board. The winsome 
Ice Star (left) comes flat-packed and can 

aesthetic. "It's the form fo llows function 

idea that's ingrained in me. I like quite 

simple shapes with a certain kind of 

functionality and truth to them. I'm not 

trying to do something overcompli­

cated." Fair enough, but she's probably 

too modest to mention that her prod­

ucts are also laced with a wit that, in 

a world ful l of slick, overbranded prod­

ucts, is something of a relief. 

Initially trained in marketing, Tolstrup 

never quite felt at home being a cli­
ent. "I was wanting to be much more 

involved in creating things," she says. 

Salvation came when she visited Les 

Ateliers school of industrial design in 

Paris with an artist friend. " It was a fan­

tastic o ld factory building," she recalls, 

"that had all-new equipment and 

workshops. But it was totally disorga­

nized. You arrived in the morning 

and there'd be no one there. Come ~· 

even be sent as a postcard. The magazine 
rack/toilet paper holder (right) was made 
for Habitat. The OnOff clock (bottom) comes 
in alarming colors. 8 p . zos 
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2000-0ne Line 
The product that first brought Tolstrup to 
prominence, Habitat's One Line is a collec­
t ion of bathroom accessories- from towel 
rails to toilet-roll holders-made from 
half-inch stainless steel tubing. Rather than 
getting the drill out, simply lean the pieces 
against the wall, providing bathroom furni­
ture that can be moved at any time. (p. 168) 

2005- Beach Chalet, Whit:stable 
The cedar shingles that clad Tolstrup's 
diminutive seaside chalet are most 
assuredly great shakes. 

2007- 1 x 1 

2007-Fruity bowls 
Manufactured by Wentwortln Pewter 

2003-Pilot hanger 
Designed for Danish company Trip Trap, 
this hanger is made from pressed oak 
or teak wit h a stainless steel hook. Very 
Scandinavian, ve ry beautiful, and far 
better for blouses and blazers than what 
the dry cleane r provides. 

2006-Pallet Concept 
Created for the 2006 Ten, 10, X exhibition 
at 100% Design, this collection of chairs, 
lamps, and stools appears to have devel­
oped a life of its own. The idea is simple: 
Take pallets found in the street, download 
assembly instructions from Tolstrup's 
website, and refashion them into a simple, 
elegant range of furniture. 

2006- Random Shelving 
Ninety-six pieces of oak were hand-cut to 
form this literary puzzler. (p. 172) 

2007-Happy Family chairs 
Manufactured by E&Y 

2006- 0nOff alarm clock 
This battery-powered bedside clock 
comes sans irritatingly small buttons and 
a convoluted set of instructions. The alarm 
is activated when the LCD screen lays 
flat and stops as it's tilted onto its sidearm. 
The OnOff a larm clock, made by Lexon, 
is as quirky as it is effective. And at $40, 
something of a steal. (p. 168) 

2007- Made in Denmark 
Curated by Tolstrup, the stand, which 
showcased some of the best young talent 
in Denmark, was one of the highlights of 
London's 100% Design. Taking inspiration 
from Wegner's Wishbone chair, Tolstrup 
found a clutch of Danish designers who 
manufacture their products locally. II•·· 
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midnight everyone was working and 

there was loud music." 

After a stint in t he fashion industry, 

a foray into retail, a spell as a p hoto­

journalist, as well as a period as a cor­

porate design manager, it was only 
when she met her partner, Jack Mama 

(after whom the practice is named}, 

and moved to the United Kingdom that 
she began designing p roper ly. "I had 

no contacts or networks here," she 

recalls. " I just picked up the phone and 

called Habitat and asked to speak to 

Tom Dixon." Dixon took her cal l, then 

commissioned her to design One Line, 

a range of bathroom accessories made 

from half-inch stainless steel tubes. 

Despite this initial success, Tolstrup's 
career was almost instantly put on hold 

w hen she had a fami ly. "I effectively 

took four years off, which I was real ly 

paranoid about at the time," she says. 
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In 2006, though, she came back with 

a bang, starring at the Ten, 10, X 

booth at 100% Design, where a group 

of ten designers were asked to create 

a range of products that cost £10 

made with materials that came from 
a 10 km radius of their respective 

studios. Taking the timber pallets 

dumped around the market near 

her home, Tolstrup created a dining 

and lounge chair, a lamp, and a 
stool. Assembly instructions can be 

download ed from her website for 

£10. According to Tolstrup, it's about 

"taking that sustainable exercise as 

a designer and really just selling my 

ideas rather than a product." Though 

the fl 0 pieces made o ut of street 

flotsam may not be wi ld ly comfortable, 

they certainly don't look out of place 

in her living room next to the beau­

tifully battered Po ul Kj~rholm sofa. Dll 

The self-supporting and extremely flexible 
bookshelf (top) is made from 12 mm oak 
planks and uses 96 individual handmade 
pieces. Tolstrup made a home within 

a home (left) for her playful children from 
painted MDF. Sticking with the Scandinavian 
feel, l egos are plentifu l. The balcony (right) 
is notable for its outdoor shower. 0 p . 20 6 
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Portland Modern Homes Celebrated in Street of Eames Tour 

Portland celebrates its mid-century and contemporary modern architecture with the third annual 

Street of Eames Modern Home Tour. Six d istinctive homes are open to the public for one day to raise 

money for academic after-school programs for public elementary school students who are homeless. 

April 5, 2008 
Portland, Oregon 
For more information, please visit streetofeames.org 

Presenting Sponsors: 
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DETOUR REYKJAViK 

The view from Studio Bility designer 
Gudrun Lilja Gunnlaugsd6ttir's home 
just outside Reykjavik would be bucolic 
were it not for the threat of severe 
weather. In the former auto repair 
garage that she and graphic designer 
husband Jon Asgeir Hreinsson are 
renovating, expansive windows look 
out on a lighthouse at the end of 
a long jetty. At midnight on the night 
after Midsummer's Eve, the sun hasn't 
set. We have a clear view of the sky 
as it grows moody, stooping low and 
gray, reminding us that summer could 
disappear precipitously under show­
ers of rain and the bruising winds off 
the North Atlantic. 

Iceland is a land of extremes, sus­
pended between Europe and North 
America, with ties to Scandinavia 
(Vikings, sagas, an affinity for nature) 
but few of its high-profile design 

Nearly two-thirds of Iceland's population of 
300,000 l ives in the greater Reykjavik area. 
The city's name means "smoky bay." The 
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icons. The countryside features dra­
matic textures (moss, magma, roiling 
hot springs, and glacial crevasses), 
while much of its tiny, cosmopolitan 
population lives in the highly rational 
architecture of the capital, Reykjavik. 
The national language, like much 
of Iceland's architecture, is literal and 
lacks extraneous embellishment or 
preciousness. Additions to the lexicon 
are often made up of precise, elabo­
rate compound words (Icelandic is 
not unlike German in this respect), 
augmenting the Icelandic vocabulary 
to keep pace with developments in 
technology and the sciences. (The 
word for "deodorant," svitalyktareydir, 
entered the dictionary some decades 
back and literally means "smell-sweat­
destroyer.") But this highly efficient 
brand of economy is tempered by 
a widespread faith in fairies and 

view of the waterfront shows the rationa I 
architectural pragmatism that holds sway 
in much of the country. 

hu/dufiS/k, the hidden people who 
inhabit stones. 

It wasn't until 2000 that the Iceland 
Academy of Arts began to grant de­
grees in design, and today, as the first 
graduates establish studios and show 
new work, Reykjavik's burgeoning 
design community is reaching new 
heights. Last year Gunnlaugsd6ttir 
curated the exhibit Magma/Kvika: 
Icelandic Contemporary Design 2007 
at the Reykjavik Art Museum, which 
featured the multidisciplinary work 
of more than 80 local designers, a 
striking number relative to the coun­
try's population of 300,000. 

Over skewers of fresh fish brought 
home from a hole-in-the-wall shop 
in the nearby harbor, Gunnlaugsd6ttir 
talked about what's afoot and why 
it's time for all of us to keep an eye 
on Iceland. Ii•· 
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What do most people in the rest 
of the world not really understand 

about Iceland? 
That the population is as small as it 
is, only 300,000 in the whole country, 
and that it is always cold. 

Does the physical climate have 
any effect on Reykjavik's creative 
climate? 

The progress of making things is 
much faster here because somehow 
you tend to hurry before the storm 
hits. Summers are more playful, and 

we do not take work too seriously. 
You may see a sign on an office door 

reading "Due to very nice weather, we 
are taking the rest of the day off." Very 

nice weather, meaning more than 68 
degrees. I think many creative people 
fi ll their heads during summer. Winters 

are more for sitting down at your table, 

Grasses and moss (top) grow in plush mats 
over volcanic rock on the edges of the city. 
He r back to the lighthouse that she and 
her family are renovating, Gunnlaugsd6ttir 

taking those things you gathered 
in your m ind during the summer, and 

making something from them. Last 
year, Haraldur Jonsson used black 
paper to create the exhib it Crumpled 
Darkness, which really represents what 
it is like to live in the darkest days of 
winter. Architects have played with our 
climate; the moss wall on the city hall 
designed by Studio Granda is a good 
example. Its colors and forms trans­
form with each season. Icelandic wool 
keeps us warm and is an inspiration. 

"Love g loves" are woolen mittens 
that are joined together so you can 
sti ll hold hands on cold winter days. 

When you returned from study­
ing design at Eindhoven in the 
Netherlands, what were your 
impressions of Reykjavik? 

I really wanted to figure out what.,. 

(left) teaches, curates, and runs her own 
design studio on the outskirts of Reykjavik. 
The houses (right) show the traditional style 
alongside the contemporary. 8 p . 206 
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The dramatic Icelandic landscape is on stark 
display just outside the capita l. The North 
American and Eurasian tectonic plates meet 
near Keflavic (top left), and rocks (top right) 

may ho·use the hulduf6/k. Geothermal activ­
ity (bottom right) is nothing new, nor is the 
slightly saltier activity that takes place in this 
shark-skinning shack (bottom left). 

Dwell 
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See for yourself at www.lacantinadoors.com. 
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The original Naked Ape shop (top) sells in­
ventive street clothes that are screenprinted 
by the store's owner and many local artists 
and designers. Vik Prj6nsd6ttir Studio (right) 

182 April 2008 
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is on the vanguard of Icelandic design. 
The Asmundur Sveinsson Collection (bottom 
left) is worth visiting for t he architecture as 
much as the sculpture. 0 p. 206 

makes design here distinct, but I d is­

covered that we are very internat ional 

and mixed. Yo u can find projects that 

are linked to our stories and myths, like 

the work by Vik Prj6nsd6ttir, w hich is 

ful l of wit but st i ll p ractical, substant ial, 

and even ecofriendly in it s production 

and creation. 
We also have a lot of designers 

whose work is very craft-based, with 
materials like ceramics, wool, and 

fish skin. Good examples of this are 

shops like Kirsuberjatred and Kraum 

and the work of ceramicist Kog ga. 

You can see the city shining in the 

creations of young designers. In fash­
ion it is names like Naked Ape, which 

makes street clothing with screen­

printed artwork by various Icelandic 

artists. Mundi Designs is an exciting 

new fashion label headed up by 
a young g raphic designer.,,. . 
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Meet Mark & Ellen. 
Silicon Valley, CA 

Open House Evert 
Saturday, March 29, lO:OOam-S:OOpm 
Sunday, March 30, lO:OOam-S:OOpm 

Get Tickets 
Dwell.com/SiliconValley 

Are you a member of the trade? 
Be Sur to atte d t e Trade Day event 
on Ma•cr 27. Get the first look at tht 
products and featJres of th s 'llodern 
home. 1r .Jd1ng special product 
demonstrations Please trade rT'ei""lber~ 
only. Dw 'l.cornlSd1conValley 

.. At.eERICAH CLAY 
(g ~~ ..... flNN SflCKS. ~ 

Benja~"Moore· 

KOHLER. 

Co e hor'l 

the r noder'l design s1b1I ti an 
provides cl wcirrn friendly durab 
enwonment tor Zack and Sopl' a. 
the r todcJlcr and infant 

0 ce the paint has dried the w !ldows 

are 1rst led and the lurn1t ire 1s 

arranged Dwel woL.. :l hke to invite vou 
1 r :i exclus ve ooK at the products 
a1'1d features that have made tr Dwell 
Next House by Empyrean Mark & E !en's 

active rT'ode•n home 

the dwell homes 
by Empyrean 

B&W (Dcaesarstone· 
o 1t1 ti .en 

8) Electrolux 
8 llo .~I t 

-LIGHTING 



DETOUR REYKJAVIK 

Does the widespread belief in 
folktales manifest itself in the 
design being made? 

In a way, I think many designers think 
it is too close to them and maybe 

a bit naive. Fairies and hulduf6/k are 
a part of our history and have been in 
our stories for ages. It might now be 
a good time to int roduce those crea­
tures in designs. I've used them in 
a few of my own designs. It's important 

for us to remember that we are not 
living alone in this world. 

When we talk about Reykjavik, 
are we only talking about one half 
of the Icelandic culture? 

Reykjavik is a big part of our culture, 
but the countryside is even bigger. 

Many people have summer houses 
or second homes in the country- or 
come from a family of farmers way 

Kron Kron, a local shop, features t he knitted 
seal-shaped robes, humorous mustache­
guarding winter hats, and blankets by design 
collective Vik Prj6ns6ttir. G p . 20s 
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back. You are always close to your 
roots and know where you come from. 
We all take inspiration from nature 

and our sagas. Not that we dwell in the 
past, but we know where to look to 

create something new from our past. 

Considering the Art Academy just 
began granting design degrees, 
have local designers found their 

voices yet? Are there any issues 
that they are struggling with, like 
the lack of a manufacturing base 

in the country? 
The design community is young, 
and stil l has to find its way. Iceland 
is a great country for making proto­
types and limited editions due to 
the closeness of the factories, but it 
is too expensive for export in mass 
production. The government could 
be a lot stronger in setting a goal 

for the future of Icelandic design. 
In architecture we have some really 

great Icelandic buildings, and local 
architects have fought to preserve 
ou r building style. It is so important 
t hat old and new come together 

and enrich each other. 

What can visitors experience only 
in Reykjavik or Iceland? 

Go to a local pool, and after a good 
swim go into the hot pot. That is where 
very important conversations take 

p lace- about politics, culture, gossip, 
whatever is an issue worth talking 
about. You should not miss the feeling 
of soft moss on rough lava. You can 
find it close to the city and in the 
countryside; just step out of your car 
and feel it. And during the winter, 
a blizzard-go outside and feel the 
weather in all its strength. I•·· 

The cozy Saegreifinn (Sea Baron) Fish Shop 
is owned by a former fisherman, a lege ndary 
salty character who lives above the shop. 

C..op 
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DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Artemi(fe 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning design line in the lighting 
industry, offering decorative and architectural luminaires featuring the 
perfect balance between form, function, and performance. For more 
information, p lease visit artemide.us. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide distributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and 
Cal ifornia Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net 
or call 323-933-0383. 

With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and timeless textures. maharam.com. 

LENNOX"°> --­........................ 
When it comes to energy-efficient heating and cooling, the Dwell Home II 
has what it takes. The home will feature an innovative Lennox Customized 
Comfort System that delivers superio r performance in the areas important 
to today's homeowners-comfort, efficiency, quiet operation, reliability, 
and cleaner air. For more information, visit lennox.com. 

m-JENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air' offers a full line of built-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visitjennair.com 
or call 800-JENN-AIR. 

cappe•li 
Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international design­
ers. It offers a wide range of products in four collections. Collezione and 
Sistemi focus on the produdion of custom-made furniture; Progetto Oggetto 
features home furnishing accessories.; Mondo is a series of pieces which rein­
terpret the handmade style with a cosmopolitan approach. Some Cappellini 
products are exhibited in the world's premiere museums. In 2004, Cappellini 
became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting the project for a "new quality centre" 
backed by the private investment company Charme. cappellini.it. 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 
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OF KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in providing products of 
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler continuously strives to lead the way and set new standards 
for gracious living by creating products that will deliver years of performance 
and add beauty and va lue to people's homes. kohler.com. 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's f irst full hybrid SUV. 
For more information visit fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid or call 
800-301-7430. 

[j]] ~,~.Qf.ORTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless 
steel entry door systems using the finest quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. neoporte.com. 

3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology. Our 
tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving money 
and space. noritzamerica.com. 

•Herman Miller for the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office 
seating through our nationwide network of consumer and online stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 

Poliform 
Italian manufacturer of high-end wardrobe systems, wall units, beds, and 
kitchens since 1942. Collaborating with leading European industrial archi­
tects such as Paolo Piva, Carlo Colombo, and Christian Liaigre, to mention 
only a few, Poliform has brought quality, fashion, function, and technology 
together to create unique and t imeless designs reflecting the personality 
of the contemporary homeowner. Call 888-POLIFORM for the showroom 
nearest you, or go to poliformusa.com to download cata logs in rea ltime. 
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Restaurants 
Saegnifinn [ 01] 
saegreifnm. is 
Geixsgata 8 

354- 553-1500 

Sjivulrjalluinn [02] 
sjavarkjallarinn.is 
Adalstraeti 2 
354-511-1212 

Icelandic Fish a chips 
[03] 
fishandchips.is 
Tryggvagat:a 8 
354 511 1118 

MW1e11111s 
Reykjavik Art Mllllemn 
(Each of the tlu:ee 
bunches) 
artmuseum.is 

&S1mDdar Sveinsson 
Sculpture Mnsem [04] 
Sigtlin 
354-553-2155 

Rafnarl.a. [OS] 
Tryggvagata 17 
354-590-1200 

Kjaxvalsstadir [06] 
Fl6kagata 
354-517-1290 

Fashion Shops 
1'alrec1 Ape [ 07) 
dontbenaked.com 
Bankastraeti 14 
354-551-1415 

Spak.nannsspjuir [08] 
steinunn.com 
Laugavegur 40 
354-588-6649 

llXOn llXOn (09) 
kronkron.com 
Laugavegur 63b 
354-562-8388 

Design and Craft Shops 
llXSIJll (10) 
kraum.is 
Adalstraeti 10 
354-517-7797 

Reykjavik, Iceland 
186 April 2008 

Saltfelagid [11) 
saltfelagid.is 
Grandagardur 2 
354-578-7810 

Kogga [12] 
kogga.is 
Vesturgata s 
354 552 6036 

ucbitecture 
Rallg%i11skirlrja ( chm:ch) 
[13] 
hallgrimskirkja.is 
Crowns the top of 
shopping street 
sk6lavordustigur in 
the city center. 

Grj6tatbo:rp 
(Stone Village) 
One of the oldest neigh­
borhoods in Reykjavik 
at the heart of the city 
center. 

Music 
Iceland Airwaves 
icelandai:rwaves.com 

Huge annual autumn 
music festival bringing 
together scores of 
local and international 
DJs and musicians , from 
Sigur Ros to Thievery 
Co:rporation, since 1999. 

Nat m:e 
'lbe lighthouse OD 

GJ:otta lyland 

Money: Iceland uses the 
krona or crown ( I SK) . 

Transport at ion: 
From Keflavik 
Int ernati onal Airport 
take the Flybus . A diiect 
trip takes 40 to so min­
utes and costs ISK 1200 
one way. 

Tips: Tipping i s never 
expected. 

Gadget adaptability: 
European plug : (;) 

shopping hours: 
Most businesses operate 
between 9 AM and 5 PM 
but summer working hours 
may change to between 
8 AM and 4 PM. 

Reykjavik Tourist Caxd: 
Avai lable in 24- , 48- , 
or 72-hour increments , 
this card gr ants free 
admi ssion to most muse­
ums, galleries, t hermal 
pool s, and unlimit ed bus 
travel within the city . 

Foreign keyboard frus ­
t r ation l evel (1-10): 
10. Start pecking. 

Help! 
For police, ambulance , 
or fir e , di al 112 . 

Time zone : 
GMT all year round . 11111 

Dwell 



DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

MONROVl A" 
~GROWERS 

Monrovia® Growers are the healthiest, hardiest, most beautiful p lants 

guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Raised in exclusively formulated, 
nutrient rich organic soil, our plants are the strongest. With more than 
2,200 varieties -from low maintenance to high fashion-we have something 
for everybody and every garden style. monrovia.com . 

II 
At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordinary furniture. Our unique 
modern designs and over-engineered construction form the foundation 
of our success, further supported by an extraordinary customer service staff. 
To see our complete line of lifestyle and A/V furniture, visit us at boltz.com. 

«f caesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, Caesarstone quartz surfaces 
take concept to reality by creating the perfect blend of form and function. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or call 877-978-2789. 

Samafil* 

The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for gr·een roof waterproofing solutions. 
Sika Sarnafil draws upon its 40 years of green roof experience in Europe 
and North America to provide you with a membrane system solution 
engineered to keep your structure watertight under the most demanding 
conditions. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing and waterproofing 
peace of mind. sarnafilus.com. 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense'" laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense'" 
washer and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, 
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including 
cashmere, silk, and activewear. siemeins-home.com. 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competit ive advantage w ith the Autodesk' Revit• bui ld ing 
design and documentation system, purpose-built for build ing information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates 
the change everywhere. autodesk.com. 

• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in br inging original design and 
innovation to the cei ling fan industry. The designs celebrate the modern 
idiom through mechanical simplif ication, geometric forms, and contemporary 
fin ishes. The Modern Fan Company is the on ly source for 2 1st-century ceiling 
fans. modernfan.com. 

Room&Boarcf 
M O"' E FU lt. N I SHI N GS 

Excellent design is t imeless, not driven by trends. O ur home furnishings 
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordable prices to offer outstanding va lue. 
roomandboard.com. 

emma gardner design 
emma gardner design, LLC is a boutique design and development company 
that produces fine contemporary interior products for use in residential, 
office, and hospitality spaces. Chief designer Emma C. Gardner was the 
winner of a 2006 Best of Year award from Interior Design for her Joy rug. 
Based in Litchfield, Connecticut, the company offers its p roducts through 
select showrooms and is a proud member of the RUGMARK Foundation, a 
global non-profit organization working to end child labor. For more 
information please visit emmagardner-design.com. 

Copyr q tee rT'ater al 



Get Your Hands 
on J Schatz 

Using instinct and inspiration, 
J Schatz creates products that 
bring wonder and joy to life. Hand 
made ceramic products exquisitely 
finished in glossy color. Egg Bird 
Houses, Egg Bird Feeders, Egg 
Planters and more. Indulge in a 
moment of wonder with a J Schatz 
product today. 

Toll-free 866-344-5267 
jschatz.com 

mod walls 
Architectural Surfaces That Inspire 

Modern wall and floor coverings 
including glass, porcelain, cork, river 
rocks, and recycled glass pebble t i le. 
Order online. Free shipping in the 
Continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Seascape Lighting 

With in-house custom printing cap­
abilities, Seascape can take your 
designs or ideas and bring them 
to light on pendants, wall sconces, 
table and floor lamps. We have 
a vast array of materials in which 
to choose from. Call or email us 
for a catalog or quote. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
Fax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

Narrow Modular Pavers 

Notice this amazing break from 
old-style square pavers and appreci­
ate the sleek linear look of Narrow 
Modular Pavers. These d istinctive 
precast concrete pavers by Stepstone 
caught the eye of so many architects 
and designers that it is now one of 
our most popular products. 

Shown: modwalls Brio blend "Emma" Toll-free 800-572-9029 
stepstoneinc.com 

modwalls.com 

Cisco Home 
Sustainable Living 

We are proud to lead the industry 
in offering fully-sustainable furniture 
for people who embrace the ele­
gance of enduring craftsmanship 
and the organic beauty of pure 
natural materials because fine living 
should be natural. 

Locations: Los Angeles, San Francisco 
New York I ABC Home 

ciscohome.net 

EUROFLUES 
Celebrating the Art of the Flame 

Euroflues showcases contemporary 
European fireplace designs­
suspended, sculptural, and rotating­
on the web and in our showroom. 
Working w ith architects, designers, 
and homeowners. 

Tel. 505-992-0123 
euroflues.com 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable, and vis­
ionary designers around the world. 
Like the original Bubble chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. 

Visit us online or in our store! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
Toll-free 866-758-7430 
Tel. 323-951-0748 
plushpod.com 

Leo Gullick 
Fine Art and Photography 

Striking abstract photographs 
and digitized drawings offered 
as limited-edition giclee prints 
on paper or canvas. 

leogullick.com 



furniturea 
Daring color. Adventurous design. 

Colorful, contemporary designs 
lift your spirits and enliven your 
home. Choose affordable custom 
wood furniture in 24 vibrant colors 
for your home and cottage. Beds, 
tables, chairs, storage solutions, 
and more. Made in Maine. Ships 
within four weeks. 

Toll-free 800-313-0511 
furniturea.com/ dwell 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand­
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
iron, brass. and steel. Free catalog. 
Factory showroom open to public. 
Web/phone orders welcome. We 
ship anywhere. 

55 West 17th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
Toll-free 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

fabulousstationery.com 

Designed exclusively for you: person­
alized note cards, and calling cards 
with a fresh, contemporary vibe. Over 
375 designs to choose from. Create 
one-of-a-kind invitations, thank you 
notes and announcements. Select our 
signature return address option at 
no extra charge. Check out our new 
Spring designs! 

Enter DWELL in the coupon code and 
save $5. 

fabulousstationery.com 

All-weather Wicker 
that Loves the Great 
Outdoors 

Viro is the environmentally friendly 
all-weather wicker that loves the great 
outdoors. Its rugged durability is a 
result of st ringent weather and UV 
testing. And best of all, Virofiber is 
non-toxic and 100 percent recyclable, 
making it the greenest choice on the 
market today. 

virofiber.com 

all Po part.com 
Lifestyle on Canvas 

Personalized hand-illustrated por­
tra its, silhouettes, pop art portraits, 
and vintage illustrations, in your 
choice of colors, sizes, and materials. 
Portraits, sign-in boards, invitations, 
and g ift cards. Visit our before and 
after Samples Gallery online and 
request a catalog. 

Toll-free 877-728-9278 
allpopart.com 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

ABC's Extreme Makeover chose 
award winning artist Campbell Laird, 
for their modern home episode. 
Dwell chose Campbell for its first 
Dwell Home. Join collectors from 
Trump Tower in NYC to modern· 
ist homes in the Hollywood Hills. 
Archival, limited edition artworks. 

Shown: Volta series 

Tel. 310-915-5319 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 
campbelllairdstudio.com 

I * 21T\,OdC?rf\ 
2Modern.com 
Unique. Conscious. Functional. Beautiful. 

2Modern features furniture, 
lighting, and accessories for 
the modern lifestyle. 

New! Find pre-screened modern 
architects and designers in your area. 
Visit 2Modern! 

Toll-free 888-222-4410 
2modern.com/dwell 

Home and office. 
Ligh ting. 
Kids. and baby. 
Personal accessories. 
Eco-friendly. 
Architects and Designers. 



OOMPATOYS 

Oompa 

Unique and modern European 
ch ildren's furniture. rugs, and room 
decor items including mobiles and 
pillows. Check out the new P'kolino 
Klick (shown). 

Find the best selection of quality 
baby toys. wooden toys. and gifts 
for young children that are both 
modern and whimsical for the little 
ones in your life. 

Toll-free 888-825-4109 
oompa.com 

Bertotti Landscaping, rnc. 
Fine Gardens Designed and Built 

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. provides 
innovative design and construction 
services and specializes in complex 
residential gardens. Official con· 
tractor for Dwell Outdoor 2007. 
Bertotti Landscaping provides pro­
fessional design/build contracting 
and project management. 

With over 30 years of business serv· 
ing the North Bay Area. including 
Napa. Sonoma, and Marin counties, 

Custom Modern Doors 

Largest select ion of design doors. 

Agent inquiries welcome. 

MODERNUS 
Toll-free 800-755-8940 
modernus.com 

Bertotti Landscaping, Inc. blends the 
energy of nature and the splendor 
of your home to create your vision 
of the perfect garden. 

Please visit our website for more 
information. 

2425 Adobe Road 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
Tel. 707-559-7077 
bertotti.com 

Instant Energy Savings 

Transparent window film that 
provides immediate year round 
energy savings. Retains interior 
heat in the winter and blocks solar 
heat in the summer. Saves up to 
12-18 percent of annual energy 
costs. Blocks 97 percent UV Rays. 

Toll-free 877-729-0708 
dwell@artscape-inc.com 
energy-film.com 

B\L1\ZZFJ'ITGroup Ltd. 

www.palazzetti.com 

kitHAUS k3 

The backyard office, playroom, work· 
out studio, get-away-from-the-kids 
escape you've always wanted. K3 
ships flat and assembles in two days. 
Plus, its compact 117 square feet 
make it permit exempt in most areas. 

Tel. 415-676-6648 
info@kithaus.com 
kithaus.com 

the dwell homes 
~EllWWl 

Modem Ufestyle Designs 

Dwell Homes 

Modernist, streamlined, sleek, bold, 
functional, and inspiring, the Dwell 
Home is a thoughtful approach to 
simplified living spaces. 

The modern. all-new NextHouse 
was designed by Joel Turkel from 
Empyrean International. Please 
check our website for homes under 
construction or call to speak with 
a Client Service Director. 

Toll-free 800-727-3325 
thedwellhomes.com 



MetroSofa 
Recycled "New Again" Furniture 

Unique one-off boutique hotel lobby 
style chairs and sofas from green 
prefab p ioneer, MetroShed. Each 
piece is custom made using only 
the best materials. Custom projects 
welcome. Nationwide shipping. 
Free sofa shipp ing to California and 
New York. 

Tel. 310-295-0072 
info@metrosofa.com 
metrosofa.com 

Concrete Floors 

Organic concrete floors. Custom 
colors, patterns. and designs for new 
or existing concrete. Benefits include 
ease of maintenance, fewer allergens, 
durability ... 

Comprehensive information and 
photo gallery online, plus find a con­
crete flooring contractor in your area. 

fabconcretefloors.com 

Step Into the Future 

Europa Stairways: a new generation 
of stair and rail ing systems of custom­
made g lass, stainless steel, wood, 
powder-coated steel, cables railings, 
acrylic, LED light systems in glass 
treads, and more! For commercial 
and residential use. Visit our home­
page. We design and build your 
dream stairs. 

Shown; Model 500 MF, glass treads, 
and brushed stainless steel stringers. 

TeL 786-845-9844 
europastairways.com 

One Arts Plaza 
Dallas, Texas 

Luxury condominiums feature 
11-ft ceilings. 10-ft windows. luxury 
kitchens, oversized outdoor ter-
race rooms and breathtaking views. 
Located in the heart of the Dallas Arts 
D istrict, be s teps away from the city's 

finest restaurants, entertainment, 
shopping, and culture. 24-hr con­
cierge and valet services. One, two, 
and three-bedroom condos priced 
from $760-$1.8 million. 

oneartsplaza.com 

Rakks Shelving 
Systems 

Rakks is your source for sophisti­
cated and flexible shelving solu­
tions. Our L-Bracket system with 
aluminum shelves (shown) provides 
exceptional design flexibility for a 
wide range of storage and display 
applications. Information on our 
full line of wall-mounted and pole­
supported shelving products can 
be found on our website. 

Toll-free 800-826-6006 
rakks.com 

RAIS X-BASIC 

The RAIS X-BASIC fireplace has 
a striking linear design. Nothing 
detracts from its rad ia~tcenter. Very 
cool design features include sophis­
ticated eco-wise burning technology. 
innovative sliding door, and a safe­
touch handle. 

Modern Digital 
Painting 

Rena de Beer creates original 
digital paintings that communicate 
meaning and emotion; ideally 
transcending the aesthetic needs of 
specific interiors, styles, and con­
cepts. De Beer's works are inspired 
by Feng Shui, the Chinese system 
of rules. concepts. and principles 
that believe we can create sur­
roundings in harmony with nature 
and universal energy. 

renadebeer.com 

When you choose a RAIS, Inc. 
product, you get a warranty, not 
just for durability but also for qual­
ity, e·fficiency an functionality. 

Toll-free 888-724-7789 
rais.com 



RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space-keep your light! 
We specialize in creating beautiful 
space-dividing systems designed to 
create private environments without 
sacrificing natural light. System 
choices include: sliding, bypassing, 
pocket, folding, pivot, and fixed. 
A variety of frames and translucent 
layers to choose from. Visit our 
website for more details. 

Tel. 212-421-0641 
raydoor.com 

Versatility and Vision 

City or country living, our pre­
fabricated steel buildings can be 
customized to flt any urban or rural 
environment. Designed by our award­
winning engineers, MiracleTruss 
buildings provide incredible versatil­
ity and nexibility to flt any lifestyle. 

Miracle Steel is a leading manufac­
turer of pre-engineered steel build­
ings with a unique web truss design. 
For more than 35 years, MiracleTruss 
buildings have survived blizzards, 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or 
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof, 
washable, and removable. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu­
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dogbar.com 

tornadoes. hurricanes, typhoons, and 
earthquakes without a single report 
of structural damage. 

Our buildings feature a unique 
hybrid of edge-mounted wood girts 
and purlins combined with open web 
steel trusses to create a versatile and 
superior structure. 

Miracle Truss 
Toll-free 800-409-0744 
miracletruss.com 

I I 
LBL Lig hting 

Lumens Light + Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

The best in modern lighting, fans, 
and home accessories. Offering an 
extensive selection of pendants, 
monorail systems, chandeliers, bowls, 
sconces, bath bars, table and floor 
lamps, and more. Find the best-known 
brands like LBL, Artemide. Flos, 
FontanaArte, Foscarini, Tech, Modern 
Fan, and Minka Aire as well as the 
latest design-studio inspirations. Great 
accessories and furniture from Alessi, 

Big Chill 

I 
I_ 
I 

Get out of the box, and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function­
ality, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we left off was the 
chisel; no defrosting required! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
info@bigchillfridge.com 
bigchillfridge.com 

I l 

• 
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Lu mens.com· 
llGHT • llVING 

Angela Adams, Blom us, Blu Dot, 
Kartell, Salviati, and more. Friendly, 
expert service. Low price guarantee. 
Free shipping. Easy returns. 

Shown: Vision, Bulle, Sam, F/ure, 
Paperweight, Black Mini-Reflex and 
Celeste Pendants by LBL Lighting 

Toll-free 877-445-4486 
lumens.com 

WETSTYLE 
The Purest Form of Luxury 

WETSTYLE brings design and com­
fort to your bathroom. The Cube 
Collection submerges your body for 
total relaxation. lavatories combined 
with oak or stainless steel furniture 
provide an earthy finishing touch for 
both collections. 

Toll-free 866-842-1367 
wetsyle.ca 



Art Museum 
Street Banners 

Exhibition banners that once hung 
on city streetpoles are now available 
for your home. Own one of these 
dramatic artworks from MoMA, 
LACMA, SFMOMA, Art Institute of 
Chicago, and others. 

New arrivals every month­
subscribe to our free newsletter 
at betterwall.com. 

Tel. 303-756-6615 
betterwall.com 

Genius Jones 

Celebrating our five-year anniversary! 
We offer exceptional customer 
service and the best collection of 
smart design for kids and parents. 

Shown: Strida 5.0, ultra portable, 
folding aluminum bicycle. $799. 
Free shipping. 

Toll-free 866-GENIU5-J 
Toll-free 866-436-4875 
geniusjones.com 

7 
Model Hardwood 

S by Model is the first and only hard­
wood series to offer photo-quality 
printing on flooring boards. Choose 
from among the images in our cata­
logue. Use your flooring as a market­
ing platform and match just about 
any decor. Residential and commer­
cial. Model is FSC accredited. 

pg model.com 

Caillou Boats 
A Better Small Boat 

Inspired by the sailing canoes of the 
1800s, Caillou takes its design cues 
from both classic and modern-day 
boat build ing. Created with an ease 
of use in mind, Caillou gets you to 
your destination no matter what the 
conditions. 

Tel. 781 -729-0821 
caillou-boats.com 

You'll flip for these new 
Petalonia Pillows from 
our exclusive William 
Wegman Collection! 

This whimsical pattern is reversed 
on each side and is designed to 
coordinate with our Wegman Pet 
Beds. Made with patented Crypton 
Super Fabrics, they resist spills, stains, 
and more. See the collection online. 

Toll-free 800-CRYPTON 
cryptonfabric.com 

Parametre™ by 3form 

Create innovative spaces with new 
expandable Parametre™ 3D textile 
system .. . by 3form. 

100 percent polyester. Eight colors 
and three patterns. UV resistant 
material. 

Partitions. Ceilings. Wall decor. 
Window t reatments. Lighting. 

Call to order samples. 

Toll-free 866-512-6378 
info@parametre.us 
para metre.us 

GelPro Gel Filled Anti-Fatigue Floor Mats 

Finally you can spend time in the 
kitchen creating your favorite meals 
without the pain and discomfort 
caused by hard kitchen floors! As 
seen on HGTV, GelPro Mats are filled 
with a soft gel that makes standing 
on even the hardest floor a pleasure! 
These innovative mats are scientifi­
cally engineered to absorb shock 
and reduce pain-causing pressure. 
Enjoy t ime spent in the kitchen even 
if you suffer from back pain, foot pain 
or arthritis. 

Avai~able in many sizes and all mats 
are stain-resistant. Don't worry about 
red wine or pasta sauce sp ills- dean 
up's a breeze! Proudly made in the 
VSA. Makes a gre;;it g ift, too! Order 
yours today and stand in comfort! 

Toll-free 866-GEL-MAT5 
Toll-free 866-435-6287 
gel pro.com 



Unicahome 
Style. Selection. SeNice. 

Taika means magic in Finnish. 
Dinnerware transformed into magical 
forest tales by designer and illustrator 
Klaus Haapaniemi for lttala. Discover 
bridal registry magic at Unicahome. 

Toll-free 888-898-6422 
unicahome.com 

Introducing ALIN EA 9200 

ALINEA 9200 is the latest addition 
to AAMSCO Lighting's collection 
of energy saving bath and vanity 
luminaries. Achieve total control and 
versatility with ALINEA 9200's elec­
tronic dimming feature. Choose from 
our selection of high color render­
ing lamps to reach a perfect color 
balance for your individual needs. 
The ALINEA 9200 is available in two 
lengths and a variety of finishes. 

Call for a free color brochure. 

Profound it.com 

Fast and simple product locator for 
architects, engineers, and builders. 

7,000 manufacturers and growing. 

Over 10,000 products listed by 
keyword search and CSI numbers. 

Manufacturers annual membership 
only $12S including free product 
listings. 

Visit us online for all your product 
searches. 

profoundit.com 

AAMSCO Lighting, Inc. 
Toll-free 800-221-9092 
Fax 843-278-0001 
aamsco.com 

\he ot·'~Jl.ru.\.\ 

SCRATCH LOUNGE 
W orld."!f »e.:tt c.._-,.t Sct""'atchcr' 

Scratch Lounge 

It's Astounding! Cats spend ten 
times longer on the patented Scratch 
Lounge® than on one-sided card· 
board scratchers. 

Go to scratchlounge.com and see 
why the Scratch Lounge is truly the 
World's Best Cat Scratcher! 

scratchlounge.com 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com· 
mercial period lightong fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style- they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over 50 years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com 

ISS Designs Shelving 
Modem Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelv­
ing system. ISS Designs combines 
a clean modern look with strength 
and ease of installation. Wall­
mounted and pole-mounted options. 
Anodized aluminum hardware 
with custom shelves and cabinets 
for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free 877-477-5487 
info@issdesigns.com 
issdesigns.com 



Douglas Thayer 
Woodworking 

Artist designed contemporary con­
crete and wood furniture created for 
indoor and outdoor use. Each p iece 
is stylish, combining sleek lines and 
pleasing proportions for furniture that 
is a harmonious addition to any set­
ting. Made of solid exotic, domestic 
and reclaimed hardwoods. 

212 Northwest Rd 
Westhampton, MA 01027 
Tel. 413-527-4491 
douglasthayer.com 

Spectra Decor 
Green is Beautiful™ 

FUSIO N cabinet hardware is hip 
and chunky, lead-free pewter with 
eco-friendly inlay. Five styles from 
1. 75" knobs to 12" pulls. Catalogs 
and samples by request. 

Made in USA. 

Shown: Oil rubbed bronze finish 
with cork inlay. 

Toll-free 800-550-1 986 
spectradecor.com 

Modern-Shed 
Small Prefab Structures 

A small owner-run company located 
in Seattle, WA, we strive to offer an 
affordab le solution for the growing 
needs of eco-conscious individuals 
and families. Creative solutions with 
a smaller footprint. 

Tel. 206-524-1188 
info@modern-shed.com 
modern-shed.com 

nelsonbridge.com 
a bridge to modern design 

Offering our own modern designs 
in furniture, clothing, and accessories, 
in addition to well known products 
from renowned international design­
ers produced by Alessi, Kikkerland, 
Pablo, and others. 

Nelson Bridge 
29 Race Street 
Frenchtown, NJ 08825 
Tel. 908-996-6646 
nelsonbridge.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the 
Modern Lollygagger 

Recycled materia ls. 
Maintenance free. 
Commercial/residential. 

T77 d inning set now available. 

Options abound, check it out. 

loll designs.com 

Wl"llUS 

Trendline2 
The Rotating Stove! 

A showstopper- it can be turned 
so the fire can be viewed from 
anywhere in a room. The perfect 
room divider. Comes in black or 
gray steel. The Trendline2 features 
the exclusive DuplicAir system 
with fingertip control. 

Wittus Fire by Design 
Tel. 914-764-5679 
wittus.com 

Room & Board Home Furnishings 
Sawbuck Chair by Hans J. Wegner 

At Room & Board, we believe that 
your home should be your favorite 
p lace. We create unique, handcrafted 
furniture with artisans who share our 
passion for comfortable, modern 
designs you will live with, and love, 
for years to come. 

Order your free catalog today. 

Toll-free 800-952-8455 
roomandboard.com 



The Furniture 
Collection 

ModernFurnitureClassics.com 
GardensAndGazebos.com 
CoolKidsFurniture.com 
ChicModern.eu 
BarBazar.com 

Toll-free 888-7-GET-TFC 
Toll-free 888-743-8832 
Thefurniturecollection.com 
info@thefurniturecollection.com 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern d igital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
on cotton canvas. They arrive fully 
stretched and ready to hang. Sized 
three to five feet and priced $199 
Bto $379 (free shipping)! Complete 
your space with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free 888-345-0870 
md-canvas.com 

Modern Cabana 

Modern and green designer acces­
sory structures. Whether it 's 100 
or 1,000+ square feet, the cabana's 
prefabricated design leaves room for 
imagination and budget to acces­
sorize your unit to fit the way you live. 

moderncabana.com 

md-canvas. com 

Flexible Laminates 
Cut, Peel, and Stick! 

FXSheeting ™ represents the latest 
innovation in decorative laminate 
technology. This product was devel­
oped in conjunction with General 
Electric. Transform any surface 
into a dazzling finish in minutes. 
Sixteen unique styles including 
authentic metallics, exotic hard­
woods, 3-D shells, and carbon fiber. 
FXSheeting™ comes in rolls or 
sheets. Now you can redecorate your 
entire home in a fraction of the time 

Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or trad itional. 
Pre-designed or custom. 
Small, medium, and large or 
multi-family. 

Affordable. Real. Available Now. 
Available in the U.S. and Canada. 

Toll-free 877-379-4382 
info@hivemodular.com 
hivemodular.com 

required by conventional laminates. 
Perfect for resurfacing backsplashes, 
countertops, cabinets, appliances, 
pantry shelves, and much, much 
more. Application requires no special 
tools or t raining. Just cut to size, peel 
off the laminate backing, and press 
into place. 

Alsa Corporation 
Toll-free 800-999-4120 
alsacorp.com 

Acme Made 
Modem Things for a 
Modem Lifestyle 

Acme Made designs a complete line 
of stylish, yet p rotective, bags, cases, 
and accessories for the creative 
professional. Available online and 
through select retai lers worldwide. 

Shown: The Metro Tote with 
removable laptop sleeve 
in rubberized canvas. 

Acme Made 
Toll-free 888-486-3191 
info@acmemade.com 
acmemade.com 



City Collection 

The City Collection from Sonia 
represents clean, simple yet sophis­
ticated designs of contemporary 
bath furniture. Featuring a portable 
storage caddy and a freestand-
ing furniture console with storage 
shelves and pull-out drawers, the 
City Collection is available in several 
finishes including white, wenge, 
and walnut {shown). Sonia is a 
premiere manufacturer of exquisite 

Modern Outdoor 

Create wondrous residential and 
commercial outdoor settings. Our 
commercial grade settees are fea­
tured here. Perfect for parks, court­
yards, institutions, hotel grounds, 
streetscapes, and all manner of 
p ublic spaces. 

Made is the U.S., short lead times, 
and environmentally conscious 
materia ls. 

Tel. 818-785-0171 
modernoutdoor.com 

bath vanities, storage solutions 
and accessories. As a Green manu­
facturer, Sonia operates under an 
in-depth environmental protection 
policy that assures products are 
made in a way that decreases the 
use of natural resources and hazard­
ous chemical products. 

Toll-free 888-SONIA-US 
sonia-sa.com 

the as4 modular 
furniture system 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. 718-596-5045 
atlaseast.com 

House of 
European Design 

Experience the ult imate in modern 
luxury. Our seating collections offer 
custom solutions to the discriminat­
ing client. Choose from 1 OO's of fab­
rics and leathers, and many possible 
arrangements. 

Shown: "DIVA" Sofa 

431 Jackson Street 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-391-7998 
design-eu.com 

Windsor Back Bench 

Using nature as our b lueprint, Stone 
Forest creates furniture crafted from 
thick slabs of sustainable hardwood. 
Each piece is one-of-a-kind and 
reflects the individual characteristics 
of the tree from which it was made. 

Toll-free 888-682-2987 
stoneforest.com/dwell 

Exercise In Exactly 
4 Minutes Per Day 

The $14,615 sculptured steel and 
chrome ROM machine offers a 
com plete upper and lower body 
exercise in just four minutes, working 
more major muscle groups through 
their maximum range of motion 
utilizing the science of high-intensity 
interval training. 

Tel. 818-787-6460 
fastexercise.com 



botanist"" 
indoor ou1door furn11uu.• 

Botanist 

• b.nc.hM 
•.->dt~bi.. 

•cocktail t~bi.. 

The environmentally green design 
of Botanist combines iconic forms 
with engineered veneers, durable 
powder coatings, and innovative 
water-jet graphics to create a system 
so versatile it can be used indoors 
and out. Custom colors and 
graphics available. 

Shown: Cocktail, end table, and 
bench. 

Orange22 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Tel. 213-972-9922 
orange22modem.com 

. . . . . 

Liza Phillips 

Imagine every step having its very 
own Tibetan rug. Our Alto stair treads 
are available in four color sets, each 
with solids and patterns. Arrange 
them in any sequence. Perfect for 
open stairs. Rugmark certified. 

Tel. 845-252-9955 
lizaphillipsdesign.com 

Shades of Green Landscape Architecture 
Sustainable by Design, Innovative by Nature 

Shades of Green is a full·service 
landscape architecture firm offering 
original design solutions tailored to 
the client's needs. Designing resi­
dential and commercial projects in 
California and beyond. 

Photo: Ethan Rohloff Photography 

Sausalito, CA 
Tel. 415-332-1485 
shadesofgreenla.com 

Kinder Coat Hook 

The common coat hook gets a make­
over with functional enhancements. 
An elegant curved shape supports 
any garment avoiding the annoy-
ing "bubble bulge" caused by most 
hooks. A seamless loop of brushed 
stainless steel with customizable 
faceplate gives the finishing touch 
to any interior. 

Tel. 508-698-0606 
theartofstorage.com 

Rabbit Air 
MinusA2"' Air Purifier 

Modern, innovative, ultra-quiet, 
wall-mountable, air purifier features 
six-stage filtration with customized 
filter and deodorization to purify 
the air you breathe. Unit comes 
with five-year warranty and lifetime 
2417 tech support. 

Save $20 by entering DWA8 at 
checkout. 

Toll-free 888-866-8862 
rabbitair.com 

-1HvDRoswing 
Hydraulic Doors & \l\faAa 

HydroSwing 
Walls and Doors 

Add innovation and modernization to 
any home design with a HydroSwing 
wall or door. In one clean, strong 
movement an entire wall can raise­
opening up desig n options never 
seen before. Be the first to impress 
w ith a hydraulic HydroSwing wall 
or door. 

Toll-free 866-60-HYDRO 
hydroswing.com 

photowow.com 

Your Fav Photos 
into Fab Art! 

Join the many celebrities who have 
chosen one of the 40 fun and unique 
designs photowow creates from 
your favorite photos. Easily place 
your order online, choose a design, 
and receive a print on canvas from 
12· x 12" to 42" x 42" one week after 
approving your proof. Priced from 
$139 to $589. Easily order online 
at photowow.com. 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 



MoMA Design Store 

Created by the innovative and 
prolific French designers Ronan 
and Erwan Bouroullec, the elegant 
new Steelwood Chair can be used 
throughout the home. The seat and 
legs are warm, natural beech wood 
and the steel frame, back, and 
armrests are painted crisp white. 
Made in Italy by Magis. 

Address Numbers 

Largest selection of architectural 
address numbers. Forty-one different 
styles-from modern to traditional. 
12 finishes- satin and anodized 
aluminum, bronze, and others. 
Sizes 2"-24". Lifetime warranty. 

Shown: Ribbon Dee p/satin alumi­
num; Ribbon Condensed/satin alu­
minum; Copperplate/patina bronze; 
Architectural/oxidized bronze. 

Tel. 818-503-9443 
architecturalnumbers.com 

Visit momastore.org to order online, 
request a catalog, or find store 
locations. 

Toll-free 800-447-6662 
momastore.org 

Inhabit 

Modern Bedding Designs from 
Inhabit. Surround yourself with 
modern bedding collections, p il­
lows, art and accessories, lighting 
and award-winning embossed wall 
coverings. Well thought-out selection, 
affordably priced, free shipping on 
orders over $200. 

Toll-free 888-830-5072 
inhabitliving.com 

Stubborn 
Modern Made Jewelry 

Stubborn presents designer jewelry 
with an industrial edge. Work is made 
from stainless steel, brushed alumi­
num, and silver, filled with vibrant res­
ins in modern designs and patterns. 

Explore our online selection. 

Stubborn Jewelry Design 
Portland, OR 97212 
Tel. 503-708-5487 
mel@stubbornworks.com 
stubbornworks.com 

CurvTec 

0 FOR THE I MEMBER 
PLANET 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art ... the Cirque ceiling fan, 
a h igh-performance dynamic sculp­
ture, Good Design Award winner. 
View mahogany and multicolored 
blade versions on our website. 
Includes SOW light and touch con­
trol system, remote control avail­
able. Lifetime warranty. Buy great 
fan and lighting designs on our 
website or call Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to S p.m. PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
g2art.com 

The Architectural Ceiling Enhancement .. . 

The ceiling, reinvented. CurvTec is 
your answer to empty, texture-less 
expanses of drywall ceiling in your 
contemporary home or commer-
cial space. Our innovative ceiling 
enhancement provides focus and 
gentle lighting to your well-p lanned, 
modern interiors. You will be pleas­
antly surprised at the ease of installa­
t ion of our CurvTec products. 

Please visit us at cuMec.com 
to see our full line of products. 

You'll never look at ceilings in the 
same way again ... 

CurvTec 
TeL 505-345-4545 
curvtec.com 



Weego Home 

Weege Home tastefully combines 
color and pattern to create stylish, 
sophisticated, chic, yet playful design. 
Come visit our Santa Monica location 
or shop online. 

Weege Home 
2939 Main Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Tel. 310-392-8460 
Fax 310-392-8465 
weegohome.com 

LBCLighting.com 
Think Contemporary 

LBCLighting.com offers you with the 
easiest and most convenient way to 
purchase contemporary lighting for 
your home or business. 

We offer you the widest range of 
contemporary lighting products 
from top brands such as Flos, Vibia, 
Foscarini, Leucos. Studio Italia 
Design, Rotaliana, Panzeri, Milan; and 
commercial brands such as Juno, 
Lightolier, Tech Lighting, LBL Lighting, 
and more. 

Katie Truax 
Sculptural Metal Artworks 

Reclaimed or aged new metals 
imagined as decorative and/or use­
ful unique artworks, with a sense of 
antiquity as well as a d istant future. 
Wallhangings, freestanding objects, 
vessels, mail receptacles, street num­
bers, and other original works 
of design and architectural interest. 

Shown: Detail, Ancient Shield #2, 
Wal/hanging, reclaimed steel. 

Tel. 305-296-4186 
katietruax.com/artworks 

Equipped with over 20 years of 
experience in the lighting business 
from home lighting to commercial 
lighting, our friendly and knowledge­
able team is committed to help you 
find the right lighting. 

Free shipping. Easy returns. 
Price-match guarantee. 

Toll free 800-522-0407 
lbclighting.com 

John Beck 
Paper & Steel 

Hand made custom steel fu rniture 
and lighting. Your design or ours. 
Nationwide shipping. 

Shown: #7 Table, concrete and 
custom finished steel, 108" x 36". 

johnbecksteel.com 

S. STEIN workbags 

Workbags, toolbelts, and wallets for 
the highly industrious. Featuring 
classic detailing and durability, our 
bags are designed to transport the 
modern tools in your action-packed 
life. Made in the USA. 

Shown: Too/bags in Kvadrat Green­
guard cotton canvas, bark-tanned 
suede, and cotton marine webbing. 

Santa Fe, NM 
Tel. 505-699-5963 
ssteindesign.co 

ArtByLT 

Surprising ly affordable original 
paintings and limited edition g iclee 
prints on canvas by world renowned 
abstract artist, Lynne Taetzsch. View 
her ready-to-hang art sized 15" x 15" 
to 60" x 60" in our online gallery. 

Ithaca, New York, Studio 
Tel. 607-273-1364 
a1rtbylt.com 

lndig Design 

Wise use of natural resources is vital 
in today's world and native p lants 
are a perfect choice for landscapes 
in sync with this need. 

Beautiful design that incorporates 
native p lants for your unique loca· 
toon ensures a garden experience of 
peace, release. and renewal. 

Woodside, CA 
indigdesign.com 



Custom Modern Portraits 
Art from your DNA, Fingerprints, or Lips 

The world's most personalized 
art. Great g ift idea. Printed on high· 
quality canvas. We send you an easy 
to use kit and instructions. Process 
is simple and painless. Each piece 
is as unique as you. 

DNA Portraits: choose from 25 
colors and several size options. 
Combine multiple people's DNA 
on a single canvas. Swab-based 
collection method. $390+ 

Bibliopile 

A sculptural shelving unit in the 
Bauhaus style. It lends itself to mul­
tiple uses: a bookshelf; storage for 
the bedroom, family room, office, or 
bathroom. Available in a variety of 
hardwoods. Visit our website to see 
more Zen furniture. 

Tel. 609-443-3216 
edelsteinfurniture.com 
edelsteinfurniture@gmail.com 

Fingerprint Portraits: Thousands of 
color options. Collection kit includes 
ink strips and collection card. $190+ 

KISS Portraits: Turn lips into art. 
Includes M.A.C lipstick in collection 
kit. $290+ 

Toll-free 866-619-9574 
dna11 ,com 

Amenity 
Modern Organic Living 

Inspired by nature and committed 
to p reserving it, Amenity's bedding 
is made from certified organic cot­
ton with accessories made entirely 
from organic, susta inable, or recycled 
materials. Our production methods 
and our timeless designs prove that 
modern design and modern ethics 
can happily cohabitate. 

amenityhome.com 

Flush-to-the-Wall Doors 
Moderndoorsdirect 

Finally all standard U.S. sizes in 
stock. No need to modify openings. 
Beautiful exposed aluminum frame. 
Totally concealed "soss" hinges. 
Ava ilable primed and in many wood 
veneers. Wenge, ebony, zebra, etc. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Moderndoorsdirect 
180 N.E. 39th Street, Suite 222 
Miami, FL 33137 
Tel. 305-785-4015 
moderndoorsdirect.com 

Mila International 

Mila lnternational's modern and 
innovative new line of stainless steel 
kitchen sinks features our tri-mount 
installation (patent pending). 

Installation options: Under-mount, 
drop-in, and flush-mount (industry's 
exclusive) 

Our tri-mount sinks offer that special 
attention to quality and detail which 
makes us standout amongst the 
competition in the industry. 

Kozai 
Modern Organic Furniture 
and Lighting from Japan 

Celebrating solid hardwood and 
superb Japanese design and 
craftsmanship. 

Shown: Issa Dining Table in solid 
walnut by Noriyuki Ebina. 

Kozai Designs Inc. 
Tel. 604-677-8166 
kozaidesigns.com 

Please visit us online to view the 
fu ll product line. 

Shown: MTD-504 

TeL 646-415-8666 
mila-international.com 



SHADESCAPES~ 

Perfect Shade 

ShadeScapes shade umbrellas ref lect 
nature's beauty through the combi­
nation of durable construction and 
stunning aesthetics. Both sleek and 
serene, these sophisticated canopies 
invite you to enjoy the long-lasting 
allure of perfect composition. 

Customize your shadescape by 
selecting from twelve designs and 
over 100 canopy colors. 

Toll-free 866-997-4233 
shadescapesusa.com/dwell 

roomservicestore.com 

With three stores in California, we 
manufacture modern sofas, wood. 
and metal furniture in our downtown 
Los Angeles facility. We produce a 
modern mix of Hollywood regency, 
mid-century modern, and earthy 
Aspen modern style p ieces which 
can all be customized to fit any 
design space. 

Los Angeles Store 
Tel. 323-692-9221 

Kirei 
Modern Design, Naturally 

Welcome to Kirei's family of 
eco-friendly design materials. 

Kirei Board 
Kirei Bamboo 
Kirei WheatBoard 
Kirei Coco 

As seen in the November 2007 issue 
of Dwell. 

Tel. 619-236-9924 
info@kireiusa.com 
kireiusa.com 

miniLOO™ 

The miniLOO™ is manufactured with 
heavy-gauge. recycled stainless 
steel (in several finishes). Utilizing 
a water-efficient dual fl ush in-wall 
tank, it offers either a .8 or 1.6 gallon 
flush. The miniLOO™'s compact off­
floor mounting allows easy cleaning 
and accessibility. 

Toll-free 800-591-9050 
nee-metro.com 

f BRAST ILO <} 

Brastilo 
Contemporary Furniture with a Brazilian flair 

Bring some Brazilian flair into your 
home with this limited edition, 
contemporary media center from 
Brastilo Living. Designed exclusively 
for Brastilo by top Brazilian designer 
Fernando Jaeger. this cabinet is both 
beautiful and eco-friendly. Visit us 
onl ine to see our full line of media 
centers, furniture and accessories. 

OUT ON A LIMB 

Brian Crowley 

Collected by museums, Brian 
Crowley's Out On A Limb series is 
a modern classic. Each photograph 
offers a spectacular perspective from 
the tops of trees. Limited master 
prints made exclusively by the artist 
are now available. Priced between 
$3,000 to $8,000. 

Tel. 603-770-2852 
briancrowley.com 

For a limited time, Dwell readers can 
enjoy a special discount when they 
enter code DWE415 at checkout. 

Toll-free 877-272-8450 
brastilo.com 

Sumo Lounge 
High-Tech Beanbags for 
Modern Lifestyles 

Sumo Lounge high-tech beanbag fur­
niture offers the stylish, versati le solu· 
tion for modern lifestyles. Made from 
durable space-age nylon filled with 
top-quality foam beads. Lightweight, 
stain resistant, and easy to clean. 

Toll-free 866-340-SUMO (7866) 
sumolounge.com 



art time easel $160 
shown in fire · also available in lea f. cocoa and natural finishes 

ecotots 
f1no a r ta ler at ecoto1 c.orr 

planet friendly · parent friendly · modern furniture 
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For m ore n ew plants from MOnrovla 

go to www.monrovia.com/newplants 

ABC Carpet & Home 
212-473-3000, ext. 284 
abchome.com 

Alno 
al no.com 

Apple 
apple.com 

Armstrong Flooring 
armstrong.com 

Bang & Olufson America, Inc. 
bang·oluf$en.com 

Bartels USA 
bartelsusa.com 

BDI 
bd iusa.com 

Benjamin Moore 
800-672-4686 
benjaminmoore.com 

Blu Dot 
612-782-1844 
bludot.com 

BMW 
bmw.com 

Bulthaup 
800-808-2923 
bulthaup.com 

Calligaris 
calligaris.it 

Carl Hansen 
416·S72-2173 
carlhansen.com 

Cherner Chairs 
866-243-7637 
chernerchair.com 

COR Sitzmoebel 
30S-S31 -0704 
cor.de 

Crate & Barrel 
800-996-9960 
crateandbarrel.com 

Culina Blu LTD 
877-867-9600 
culinablu.com 

De La Espada 
delaespada.com 

Delta Brizo 
877-345-BRIZO 
brizofaucet.com 

Contact Our 

Advertisers 

Design Centro Italia 
808-836-9037 
italydesign.com 

Eileen Fisher 
elleenfisher.com 

Empyrean 
thedwellhomes.com 

Ernestomeda 
ernestomeda.com 

Form + Function 
800-264-0057 
formplusfunction.com 

GE lighting 
gelighting.com 

GE Monogram 
monogram.com 

Hansgrohe 
800-334·0455 
hansgrohe·usa.com 

Hastens 
866·50-HASTENS 
hastens.com 

HenryBuilt 
henrybuilt.com 

Highbrow Furn iture 
888·329-0219 
hlghbrowfurniture.com 

Hive 
866-MOD·HIVE 
hivemodern.com 

Jaguar 
jaguar.com 

Kash I 
kashi.com 

KBIS 
800-241 -9034 
kbis.com 

Keen Footwear 
keenfootwear.com 

Knoll Space 
knollspace.com 

la Cantina Doors 
866-744-0898 
lacant inadoors.com 

Lacava 
888-522-2823 
lacavadesign.co m 

When contacting our advertisers, 
please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 



Loewen 
800·S63·9367 
loewen.com 

Matteograssi 
646·249-02S9 
matteograssi.it 

Merchandise Mart 
800-677-6278 
merchandisemart.com 

Miele 
800·843· 7231 
miele.com 

Minotti 
240-441-1001 
minotti.com 

Modern Fan 
888-588·3267 
mod emf an.com 

Modernica 
323-933-0383 
modernica.net 

Netherlands Board of 
Tourism and Conventions 
coolcapitals.com 

Norwegian Cruise Line 
866-234-0292 
ncl.com 

NY Loft 
nyloft.net 

Omnia Industries 
973.239.7272 
omniaindustries.com 

Paul Frank Industries 
949.515.7950 
paulfrank.com 

Pedini 
800-404-0004 
pediniusa.com 

Poli form 
888-POLIFORM 
poliformusa.com 

Quick-Step 
quick-st ep.com 

Sanus Systems 
sanus.com 

Saturn 
800-533-6000 
saturn.com 

Scotts Miracle·gro 
miracle-gro.com 

Sliding Door Co. 
slidingdoorco.com 

Spark Modem Fires 
866-938-3846 
sparkfires.com 

TimberTech 
800-307-7780 
timbertech.com 

Tretorn 
666·565· 7 662 
tretorn.com 

Tufenkian 
800-475-4788 
tufenkian.com 

Uponor 
uponor~usa.com 

Vista Window Film 
vista-films.com 

Woodford Reserve 
woodfordreserve.com 

Y Lighting 
888-888-4449 
ylighting.com 

Its remarkable shape 
sounds just right. 

The new BeoVision 8 doesn't look like or sound 

like any other LCD panel. This is integration, 

engineered to perfection. 

For more information about a showroom 

near you call 800 531 9873 or visit 

www.bang-olufsen.com. 

BeoV1sion 8: MSRP starting at $3,950 

BANG & OLUFSEN 



48 Dwell.com 
Newsletter 
dwell.com/aroundt heclock 
Outdoor Fencing 
dwell.com/slideshows 
Trade Shows 
dwell.com/blog 

53 In the Modern World 
John Lloyd Wright 
wrig htplus.org/museum/special.html 
Lincoln Logs 
lincolnlogs.knex.com 
Imperial Hotel 
imperialhotel.co.jp 
Peter Eisenman 
eisenmanarchitects.com 
Zaha Hadid 
zaha-hadid.com 
BSB Design 
bsbdesign.com 
myabod.com 
Pretoria, South Africa 
go2africa.com/south-africa/pretoria 
Blessman Medical Ministry 
blessmanmedicalministries.org 
Michelle Lord 
michellelord.co.uk 
Birmingham, England 
birmingham.org.uk 
UK Architecture Week 
architectureweek.org.uk 
Perch and Grass umbrellas by Tray 6 

propellermodern.com 
Unikko and Petrooli umbrellas 
by Marimekko 
zincdetails.com 
Umbrella for Two by Kikkerland 
propellermodern.com 
Original umbrella by SENZ 
totes-isotoner.com 

Stand umbrella by 100% 
charlesandmarie.com 

83 My House 
Marcus Lee and Rachel Hart 
flacq.com 
Tel: 011-44-20-7495-5755 
Arup 
arup.com 

Hackney, London 
hackney.gov.uk 
Kitchen island by DuPont Corian 
corian.com 
Rubrik stainless steel kitchen cabinets 
ikea.com 
Siberian larch t imber frame 
by Timber Engineering Connections 
cowleytimberwork.co.uk 

Tel: 011-44-15-2272-0022 
Baxi biomass timber pellet boiler 
byFBC 
fbcgroup.co.uk 
Red cedar roof and walls 
by Frank R. Pratt 
frankpratt.co.uk 
0-Bic stove by Rais 
mis.com 

Interior doors, staircase, and balconies 
by G&M Joinery 
gandmjoinery.co.uk 
Sustainable lime plaster, paints, 
and insulation from Natural Building 
Technologies 
natural-building.co.uk 
Family Life sofa by living Divani 
livingdivani.it 
Dining table and chairs by Back in Time 
backintimeuk.com 
Lamps by Flos 
flos.net 
Bathroom fittings by Just Add Water 
justaddwater.co.uk 

94 Off the Grid 
Strohhaus 
strohha us.net 

Eschenz, Switzerland 
eschenz.ch 
Laura Lee lntscher 
secretbasedesign.com 

1 00 Dwell Reports 
Rich Hansen 
indicatedesign.com 
Propeller 
propellermodern.com 

106 Archive 
Twentytwentyone 
twentytwentyone.com 
Small pond 
smlpond.com 
Hille Furniture Manufacturing 
hille.co.uk 
Converse 

converse.com 

117 Conversation 
Tom Dixon 
tomdixon.net 
Artek 
artek.fi 
AlvarAalto 
alvaraalto.fi 

Proventus 
proventus.se 
Paimio Sanatorium 
alvaraalto.fi 
Shigeru Ban Architects 
shigerubanarchitects.com 
White wire dining chairs 
tomdixon.net 

Copper shade pendants 
tomdixon.net 

124 Process 
Scrapile 
scrapile.com 
Guggenheim Museum 
guggenheim.org 
NY WaSteMatch 

wastematch.org 
Bettencourt Green Building Supplies 
bettencourtwood.com 

132 Raising the Barn 

Preston Scott Cohen, Inc. 
pscohen.com 
Arnold and Elise Simon Goodman 
Goodman Associates Literary Agents 
Tel: 212-873-4806 
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Pine Plains, NY 
pineplains-ny.gov 
Catskill Mountains 
catskillguide.org 
Little Nine Partners Histor ical Society 
rootsweb.com/%7Enylnphs/ _ancillaries/ 
L9PHS.htm 
Mohawk Valley, NY 
mvchamber.org 
Museum of Modern Art. New York 
moma.org 
The Un-Private House MoMA exhibition 
moma.org/exhibitions/1999/un-private 
house/index.html 
Glass doors and windows by Skyline 
skylinewindows.com 
Toilets by Toto 
totousa.com 
Tubs by Kohler 

kohler.com 
Malm beds and lamps in master 
bedroom and guest room by Ikea 
ikea.com 
Fans by Modern Fan Company 
modernfan.com 
Frosta stools 
ikea.com 
Master bedroom duvet and pillows 
by Marimekko 
marimekko.com 
Kitchen cooktop by Wolf 
wolfappliance.com 
Refrigerator by Sub-Zero 
subzero.com 

Kitchen sinks by Kindred 
homedepot.com 
Wall ovens by DCS 
dcsappliances.com 
Spacemaker II microwave 
by GE Profile 
geappliances.com 
Dishwasher by Asko 
askousa.com 
Pot filler faucet by Franke 
frankeksd.com 
Diamond lounge chair and Barstools 
by Harry Bertoia for Knoll 
knoll.com 
Risom side chair by Jens Risom 
knoll.com 
Le Creuset kitchen pots 
lecreuset.com 

140 Heart of the Country 
Hut Architecture 
Andrew Whiting 
hutarchitecture.com 
Tel: 01 1-44-20-7566-5333 
Cunning creative agency 
cunning.com 

Peasmarsh, England 
peasmarsh.east-sussex.co.uk 
Siberian larch byTimbmet 
silverman.co.uk 

Skipper bed by Habitat 
habitat.co.uk 
Eames Lounge chair and ottoman 
by Charles and Ray Eames 
for Herman Miller 
hermanmiller.com 
Giant pendant lights by Original BTC 
originalbtc.com 

148 All Clad 
Adj aye/ Associates 
adjaye.com 
Tel: 011 -44-20-7739-4969 
Ed Reeve 
reeve.co.uk 
Ed's Shed 
edsshed.co.uk 
E urban Construction 
eurban.co.uk 
Cocoa sofa by Rock Galpin 
rockgalpin.com 
Windows by Culmax 
culmax.co.uk 
Floor heating system by Vysal 
floor-heating.co.uk 
White poured-resin/rubber floor 
by Stratum 
st ratum.uk.com 

Cupboards, media unit, and bedroom 
wardrobes by Jona Warbey 
jonawarbey.com 
Walnut dining table by Philip Wood 
for Citizen Citizen 
citizen·citizen.com 

156 Concept Feature 
George Nakashima Woodworker 
nakashimawoodworker.com 
New Hope, PA 
newhopepa.com 
Waseda University, Tokyo 
waseda.jp 

166 Profile 

Studiomama 
st udiomama.com 
Made in Denmark 
madeindenmark.um.dk 
100% Design 
1 OOpercentdesign.co.uk 
Design-Nation 
d esignation.co.uk 
Wentworth 
wentworth-pewter.com 
Habitat 
habitat.co.uk 

174 Detour 
Studio Bility 
b ility.is 
Reykjavik, Iceland 
rvk.is 
Iceland Academy of the Arts 
I h i.is 
Reykjavik Art Museum 
artmuseum.is 
Haraldur J6nsson 
this.is/comet 
Studio Granda 
studiogranda.is 
Eindhoven, Netherlands 
eindhoven.nl 
Vik Prj6nsd6ttir 
vikprjonsdottir.com 
K irsuberjatred Icelandic Design 
kirs.is 
Kogga 
kogga.is 

2 08 Theme Attic 
Loyal Loot 
loyalloot.com 
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Make room for life 
With Sanus Systems. you'll always get smart design, high quality and 

patented technology. Our new. innovative products are easy to install 

and easy to use. giving you more time to enjoy cherished moments 

with friends and family. Learn more at www.SANUS.com. 



THEME ATTIC LOYAL LOOT 

In the 19th century, the presciently named 
Ebenezer Wood first created hexagonal 
pencils in his Acton, Massachusetts, pencil 
mill, but they bore little resembl a nee to 
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these number twos, which were sent to 
Dwell by Doha Chebib, Carmen Douville, 
Dara Humniski, and Anna Thomas, who 
work collectively as Loyal Loot. 
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