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Our engineers are known for thinking ahead. 

Now our cars are, too. 



BMW2008 
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bmwusa.com 
1 -800-334-4BMW 

The Ultimate 
Driving Machlnr 

While other systems rnerely react to the road. our xDnve, intelligent all-wheel-cir 1ve systcrT' uses sensors to see what's ahead betore 

wheels ever lose traction. A11d should wheel sltp be detected, xDrive delivers power to 1nd1v1dual wheels 1n milliseconds fo1 tenacious 

grip on virtually any surface. All without ever cornprom1s111g the supreme <191l1ty one would expect from a BMW. All-wheel d11ve that 

constantly looks ahead - e:mother powerfu 1deci from a company that does 1t1e same. Learn rnore at brnwusa.corn11deas. 
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THIS ISN'T THE END OF THE WORLD. 

• But you car see t from here Extreme 

cond1t ons ca I *'or extreme engineer ng 

Inside every Land Rover veh1c'e you II 

find a paterted Terrain Response Tl. 

system that w II help you out of even 

the most extraordinary s1tuatmns 



Imagine the Difference 
The most refined tuf aces to fall for. 
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Challenge your Imagination 
Whal would )OU do with a slab ofCaesarStone and unlimited po sibiliLics? 

) Dwell · presents 
The 2008 CaesarStone® Design Competition 

) \/ J 

' 1 lcre's Lhc ch<.1llcngt·: design and lmild a modern table using Cac. arStonc. IL's ju r lhm 
simple. All we ask is LhaL you dcJy convcmional Lhinking about how CacsarStonc can be 
used. Co wi ld. 

Get creative, we' ll provide the material 

I ' 

Ju:.t submit ~our design idea at www.dwell.eom/caesar. tone. If it'!. sclecLcd, you 'II get the 
CacsarStonc material you need IO create your piece. Plus, wc'll Lcam ~ou up with a fabricator 
to help make )Our cbih'll a reality. 

Get the glory and $5,000 

II Ii nal dc!.igns ''ii I be judged b) a Dwell seleeced panel of c.\pcrt~. If) ou make tl1e final 
round. )Our piece will he fcaLUrcd on clwcll.eom. As a litLlc added i ncenti\c, thc winning 
dcsigncn1 ill be a\1~u·dcd $5.000 and all finalises \lcill reeei1c $1,000. 

How to enter , 

Co to clwcll.co111/caesarsLOne lbr cq111plemeompetition information, rules anFI your e~11ty 1\ 
form. And to l'ucl) our crcaLivc s1jar~. ¥oil' II also find links LO a gallery of' crcaLivc anti driFiJiad 
pieces produC'cd in CacsarStonc. ' 

So, put your imaginatiori to work and sta rt designing, now! 

dwell" © caesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Photo: Blizzard Chair, made of CaewrStone Bl•nard 2141, w•th wndblasted surface texture. 
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Architect: SkB Arch tects Project: Columbia Cabin 

Discover the world's most inspiring windows and doors at www.loewen.coni 

£:j 
FSC 

SW·COC-1739 
Re1pon1lble FotHt Milnagement 
1996 Forest Ste,nrdthip Councd AC 



For luxury homeowners - and the architects, designers and custom builders who create 

their dreams - Loewen is the brand that delivers an unrivaled combination of art1s.anship, 

experience, and environmental sensibility in an extensive line of Douglas Fir 

FSC Douglas Fir and Mahogany windows and doors. 

Contact Loewen at 1.800.563.9367 to begin the experience. 

Design. Create. Inspire. 

at 



CASE STUDY® BED 

26 layer hardwood construction 

Handcrafted 1n California by Modernica 

m o d e r nica . ne t 
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Your unique style. Our unique price. 
n :1-1 ., ") I"'\ f"\ n? Ro 

Don't buy another thing until you've attended a free DirectBuy Open House. 
There, you'll learn just how much the things you want and need for your home 
really cost. Incredible savings, unmatched selection, exceptional service - you'll 
find it all at DirectBuy! 

For a FREE information package and Visitor's Pass to a showroom near you, call 800 313-29 or visit ectbuydwell.com 



One Armed 
Chair - Oak or Walnul With Fabric or Leather upholstery 
Oe5'gflOd by Seyhan Ozdem" and Sefet C•~la1 

n 
T BUILT BY 

Autoban DE LA ESPADA 

A fu rniture collaboration 
between design firms 
Autoban and De La Espada 

www.autoban-delaespada.com 

Big 
1.Jghtlng Unit - Plywood with Oak or Walnut Veneer 
Designed by Seyhan Ozdemir and Sele< Ca~lar 

Box Sofa 
Sofa ·Oak or Walnut with Fabric or Leather uphotstery 
Deolgned by Seyhan Ozdemlr and Seier Ca~lar 



Double Octopus 
Ughttng Urut - Powcter-Coated Aluminium 
Des.gned by Seyhan Ozdemir and Sefer CaOfar 

Boo kl amp 
L!oghting Uni1 - Oak or Walnut with Fabnc Shade 
Designed by Se)ltian Czdemlf ar\d Sefer c;aQlar 

I 

Berg ere 
Arm Chair - Oak or Walnut with F"abric or Lealher upholstery 
Designed by Sey/'lan Ozdemir and Seier <;a.Q:lar 

EoE LA ESPADA 

New York 33 Greene Street NY 10013 Los Angeles 8483 Melrose Avenue, West Hollywood, CA goo69 London 60 Sloane Avenue SW3 3DD 

Experience De la Espada at the following fine retailers of contemporary furniture: 

Copenhagen CPH Square Denver Studio Como Dublin Haus Houston Kuhl-Linscomb Istanbul Autoban Gallery 

Prague Konsepti Sacramento Limn San Francisco Limn Seattle Limn 

Portugal and Spain Oficinas Gerais T: +351 229 942 838 

Visit www.delaespada.com today for the latest designs full online catalogue and secure web store 
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Only Planet 
We chart the nonlinear path of progress 
toward planetary sustainability. 
Story by Barry Katz 
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140 
Ship Shape 
It's not the Fantasy Island of TV, but 
Amsterdam's Steigereiland is charmed 
by the whalelike structure floating in 
Pieter Weijnen's fancifu l Blue House. 
Story by Jane Szita 
Photos by Hertha Hurnaus 

148 
Post Bale 
Javelin throwing won't qualify you for the 
Solar Decathlon, but a straw-based prefab 
panel just might. Sustainable-building 
champ Rob Pyatt's stamina never flagged 
as he dashed through architecture school 
and bui lt an addition to his family's home. 
Story by Sarah Rich 
Photos by Dave Lauridsen 

156 
Echo Logical 
At the Los Angeles home of City Council 
president Eric Garcetti and his partner, 
Amy Elaine Wakeland, the political is per­
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Story by Frances Anderton 
Photos by Misha Gravenor 
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Rethinking the Material World 
If the concrete jungle is the last place you'd 
call green, you've got another thing coming. 
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technologies from t he materials world. 
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THE LUXURY OF ACTIVE NOISE CANCELLATION . 

A NECESSITY WHEN APPROACHING THE SOUND BARRIER . 
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Advancing faster. 
ADVANCE. 
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urban volunteers are pulling garbage from 
the banks of the Thames. 

8 5 
My House 
Having stood strong through earthquake 
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Francisco Victorian was crying out for an 
intervention. She took the case and turned 
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of rooms a new lease on life. 
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hivemodern.com 

la marie chair 1998 by ph11ippe Starck - pamer, 2006 by bouroullec bros. - mfg by kartell 



~o 
hive 

kartell herman miller knoll flos vitra artifort alessi alias fritz hansen cassina cherner emeco heller iittala mantis and more! 

visit www.hivemodern.com or call toll free 1 866 663 4483 

at 



Axor® Montreux 
Time Recaptured 

Axor Montreux al ludes to a historic time filled with enjoyment, 

" joie de vivre" and luxury. Whether in an authentic trad itiona l 

bathroom or with modern styles, Axor Montreux integrates into 

a range o f living envi ronments. This complete collection offers 

various faucet options, shower products and accessories for 

the bath. To browse the entire collection or find a dealer near 

you, visit www.hansgrohe-usa.com. To speak to a customer 

service representative, cal l 800-334-0455. ansgro e 



A Deadline 
for Design 

"Sustainability will save design," an acquaintance 
recently declared during a spirited dinner conversation. 
While the rest of the evening has faded into a haze of red 
wine, espresso, and grappa, that succinct little phrase 
keeps popping into my head as I walk to the bus, shop 
for groceries, get on a plane, read election coverage, 
procrastinate on writing this letter. First I ask myself, 
From what exactly does design need saving? and then, 
How exactly will sustainaibility go about saving it? 

But let's sidetrack for a moment. Eight years ago, 
when Dwell started writing about things like rammed­
earth and passive-solar houses, even we considered 
sustainability a hippie-dippie subject. Despite having 
published eco-sensitive projects in every issue of the 
magazine, we could hardly have guessed that green 
would turn out to be the phenomenon it has become­
such that the back of my most recent DVD rental 
included a link to a website that details how the pro­
duction of said film was carbon neutral. It's a good thing 
that we-the giant planetary "we" - are increasingly 
aware of environmental issues, and that green has leapt 
into the nonhippie mainstream. However, as with any­
thing that becomes a full-fledged movement, so follows 
the inevitable backlash of antipathy, corporate malfea­
sance, and marketing mumbo jumbo. The elephant 
in the room isn't greenwashing, though; it's the ever­
widening scope of the problems at hand. 

In the face of melting ice caps, can low-VOC paint 
make a difference? With more and more greenhouse 
gases being released into the atmosphere every minute, 
how will one chair made out of recyclable plastic change 
anything? Resigning to doom and gloom, however, is 
not an option. While our problems are indeed macro, by 
making incremental changes, perhaps you or I can effect 

Sam Grawe, Editor-in-Chief 
sam@dwell.com 

Dwell 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

change.And that's what it comes down to: you and me, 
two of the almost seven billion people on the planet. 

As Barry Katz points out in this issue's timeline of 
sustainability ("Only Planet," p.133), documenting the 
history of the green movement isn't so much about 
sequentially pinpointing an arc of events but telling the 
story of human pressure on the environment. Consider 
that it took 123 years for Earth's population to double 
from one to two billion (from 1804 to 1927) but just 12 
years to add the most recent billion. It's no wonder we're 
in trouble. Luckily, our scientific understanding of the 
world seems to increase at a comparable rate, and with 
it (one hopes), the drive and ability to change course. 
That's where design comes in. 

Design has always been at its best when it solves 
problems, and the question of sustainability offers 
design the biggest problem of all: how to create more 
stuff without the impact of creating more stuff. 
Sustainability could save design by giving it a renewed 
sense of purpose. Design shouldn't just be about mak­
ing our toothbrushes more grippable and our teapots 
more quirky.And it shouldn't just be about moving more 
SKUs or producing a fashionable limited edition for a 
VIP audience. Design should be working toward a world 
where every aspect of a product's lifecycle is thought­
fully considered. Where new technologies, processes, 
and materials are exploited to the utmost. Where costs 
are minimized. Where durability is as important as 
aesthetics.And where today's novelty easily transitions 
to tomorrow's precious antique. 

Design can go a long way to righting the wrongs 
of our consumer culture by making bad things less 
bad and good things better, but it can only go so far. 
The rest is up to you and me. 11n 
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URBAN STUDIOS andmore ... 

CHOICE STYLE CUSTOMIZATION CONSULTATION 

~ 
Summerwoo 

PRODUCT 

SUMMERWOOD.COM/DWELL.HTM 
l 800 663-5042 EXT. 7 

EXPERTLY CRAFTED KITS AND PLANS DELIVERED TO YOUR TOWN OR COUNTRY HOME . DFSIGN o SUMMfRWOOD.COf\ 



Save energy while 
enhancing your space. 

Install Lutron dimmers to save energy and create 
inviting, comfortable spaces at home or work. 

Visit www.lutron.com/green to find out 
how much you can save. 

Find Lutron products locally at select home centers, 
lighting showrooms, electrical distributors, through 
your electrical contractor, or call 1-866-299-2073. 

*Sources: Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
U.S. Department of Energy, and Lutron sales data. 

New ! ViertirM single-touch dimmer saves 
energy with style. 

save 
energy 
with 
Lutron 

~:::~LUTRON® 
©2008 Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. 



The Dwell Playlist 
Be it blending dad rock with alt rock, 
or finding just the right amount 
of twee, designing the perfect 
music mix is an art. Visit Dwell.com 
for free song lists carefully constructed 
by Dwell's favorite designers. 

Daniel Moyer 
Daniel Moyer is a Brooklyn-based designer 
and fabricator of hardwood furniture. 

He uses leftover lumber scraps to 
create FunkinFunction, a line of 
longboard skateboards. 

This is his playlist: 
Listen to it at www.dwell.com/podcasts 

~ 'V' ~ No Sleep Til Brooklyn 
~~ Beastie Boys, 
~ Licensed To Ill 

Ii 

SPONSOREO BY: 

Redemption Song 
Bob Marley And The Wailers, 
Legend 

Dyer Maker 
Eek A Mouse, 
U-neek 

Alison 
Elvis Costello, 
My Aim Is True - Deluxe Edition 

Iron Man 
The Cardigans, 
First Band On The Moon 

All Along The Watchtower 
Jimi Hendrix, Smash Hits -
20th Century Masters 
The Millennium Collection 

Hollywood Swingin 
Kool & The Gang, 
Number l's 

Will It Go Round In Circles 
Billy Preston, 
20th Century Masters 
The Millennium Collection 

Smells Like Teen Spirit 
Nirvana, 
Nevermind 

Won't Get Fooled Again 
The Who, 
Who's Next 

UMe - Available on 

wiTunes 
A UNIVIUIML MUSIC COMPANY 

www.umeportal.com 

................ ifmrt ............. 
.... lllfltUIMltlril'l-.ln..lfw!.hr.. iellll 
.. ~..,..---Dooi, ....... 

40 Gold Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
Phone 415-373-5100 
letters@dwell.com 

Subscription Inquiries 
Call toll-free 877-939-3553 
or visit dwell.com 

Owner & Founder 
Lara Hedberg Deam 
President & Publisher 
Michela O 'Connor Abrams 

Editor-in-Chief 
Sam Grawe 
Design Director 
Kyle Blue 

Managing Editor Michele Posner 
Senior Editors 
Amber Bravo, Geoff Manaugh 
Los Angeles Editor Frances Anderton 
Editors Aaron Britt, Sarah Rich 
Associate Editor Michael Grozik 

Assistant Managing Editor Fida Sle iman 
Editorial Assistant Sonja Hall 
Copy Editors 
Rachel Fudge, Elise O'Keefe, Emily Perkins 
Fact Checkers 
Sonja Albrecht, Jenny Choi, Anna Skinner, 
Adam Stiles 
Editorial In tern Scout Davidson 

Senior Designers 
Brendan Callahan, Geoff Halber 

Design Production Manager 
Kathryn Hansen 
Design Production Assistant Jen Spike Lee 

Photo Director Kate Stone Foss 
Photo Editor Amy Silberman 
Associate Photo Editor Andrea Lawson 
Assistant Photo Editor Alexis Tjian 

Sr. Di rector, Production I Manufacturing 
Fran Fox 
Associate Manufacturing Director 
Jodie Wennberg 
Prepress Services Manager Bill Lyons 

Production Specialist Joy Pascual 
Production Coordinator Leah King 

Contributing Editors 
lain Aitch (London) 
Deborah Bishop (San Francisco) 
David A.Greene (Los Angeles) 
Marc Kristal (New York) 
Jane Szita {Amsterdam) 

Media Relations 
Blue Practice, Jessica Switzer 
415-381 -1100, jessica@bluepractice.com 

Article Reprints 
Send requests to: 
reprints@dwell.com 
Fax: 415-373-5180 

at 



IF NOTHING HAPPENS 
IN THIS BED 
DON'T BLAME US 
People may think that furn iture would be one of the last things that would bring a bit of 
excitement back into their bedroom but we beg to d iffer. Check out your local BoConcept 
store for stylish, cutting-edge designs that might just make your bedroom rock. 

$1,999 
Bed, excl. mattress. 

STORES: 
CA: San Diego (coming soon), San Francisco, Santa Monica 
CO: Denver (coming soon) • CT: Milford • DC: Georgetown • FL: Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Tampa 
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the dwell homes 
by Empyrean 

Modern Lifestyle Designs 

Nex-t-louse 
NextHouse: A series of innovative homes 

created by Joel Turkel, offering refreshing 

simplicity, imaginative spaces and modern 

finishes that are responsive to your aspira­

tions, site, and budget. 

NextHouse: Skillfully brought to life through 

the use of progressive construction methods 

by Empyrean International, a company that 

has built a 60-year legacy with the highest 

quality pre-manufactured components and 

superior service. 



italydesign.com made 

Barcelona Bed Collection 

summer design sale 
sale ends July 13 

Saarinen Collection with Murano chandelier, CO<bu rug, oval buffet and vitrine 

ltalydesign 
1290 Powell Street, Emeryville, CA 94608 
tel 510-420-0383, fax 510-428-1251 
www.italydesign.com info@italydesign.com 
Most items in stock for immediate delivery. 

Haero sofa design Giuseppe Bavuso 
Chairs and ottomans Modem Classic Collection 

I 

1n Italy 

MAD E I N ITA L Y 



LE TIERS 

Iceland may now be educating its own 

designers, but the nation is not bereft 

of talent who studied abroad ("Detour," 

April 2008). Parsons School of Design 

alum lng ibjorg Palmad6ttir-the owner 

and creator of 101 Hotel in the c ity 

center-creates private and public 

spaces that balance coolness and 

warmth with designs that can be adapt­
ed for the modern residential home. 

In additio n, the "rational architectural 

pragmatism" referred to in the caption 
accompanying the waterfront photo­

graph (p. 176) includes, in part, a 

liberal use of exterior color for Reyk­
javik's frequently metal-clad buildings. 

As a resident of a northern city t hat 

is depressingly dark and g ray i n the 

w inter, I envy people who can look 
out their windows and see colors and 

textures other than red brick. 
Everyone should visit Iceland at 

least once in his or her lifetime, even 

if only for a one- or two-night stopover 
on the way to Europe. Reykjavik's cool 

air in the summer vanquishes jet lag, 

and you wi ll arrive at your final desti­

nation feeling relaxed and refreshed. 

Paul S. Rehme 

Boston, Massachusetts 

On page 130 of your April 2008 issue, 
in an article t hat focuses o n the adapt­

ability of wood as a raw b uilding 

material, the writer summarizes several 

different species of trees commonly 

38 July/August 2008 

used in building. I would like to point 

out that the Spruce Goose- the over­

budget, overly proportioned aircraft 

produced by Howard Hughes-was 

made not of spruce, as the text sug­
gests, but almost exclusively of birch. 

Other than this small technicality, 
I did enjoy the issue and to a larger 

extent the magazine as a w hole. Your 

publication has been very generous 

with imaginative content that further 

encourages progress within the 

architectural community. 

Zack Donnelly 

Sent via email 

I am a relatively new subscriber to 

Dwell, and I ant icipate the arrival of 

each issue and read it cover to cover. 

I do not always agree with everything 

that's said, b ut I recognize that they are 

the thoughts of the people who make 
up o ur world-how boring a place it 

would be if we agreed on everything. 
The substance of your magazine 

comes from these individual view­

points- each with a credibility of their 

own-yet letters to the editor st ream 

in stating how much more green Dwell 

could be, or conversely, how Dwell is 

beating the green thing to death. 

If there are those who believe that 

a 5,000-square-foot second home-as 

long as it's green-doesn't represent 

overconsumption, well, okay. If others 
believe that watering a lawn in Las 

Vegas is just ified, so be it. I am a 

believer in self-control: If you've b uilt 

it or bought it, then you've likely 

already j ustified it. I wou Id venture to 
guess that every person who reads 

this letter could cut some of his or her 
"necessities" in an effort to reduce 

their impact on our environment: 

smaller houses, better insulation, and 

living closer to work-the list is end­
less. As Henry David Thoreau once 

said, "In wild ness is the preservatio n of 
the world." The closer we are to "wi ld­

ness," the closer we are to preservation. 

Russell Yess 

Esopus, New York 

I recently purchased your April 2008 

issue and was very happy that I did. 

The magazine is well designed and 

laid out, has a delightful and un­

mindcrushing amount of advertising, 

well-done articles, and I enjoyed it 

from cover to cover. 

I would be interested in p urchasing 

one of t he Dwell T-shirts seen on page 

173, but I do not have Internet access. 

Now what? 

Samuel W. Wilshire Jr. 

Spring Valley, California 

Editors' Note: Off-the-web readers inter­
ested in scoring Dwell gear are welcome 
to call us at 415-373-5100 or write to 
40 Gold Street, San Francisco, CA 94133. 

Rad- it seems like there are fewer 

ads this month (March 2008). I don't 
mind the ads at all, b ut ,1 l ike the fact 

that feedback really seems to matter 
(or maybe I'm j ust deceived by the 

layout-either way, nice work). 

Could you tel l me who makes the 

leather couch on page 72 of the 

"Double Time" story? I have a couple 
of dogs who would be thrilled to lie 

on such a couch, not cover it in hair, 

and be able to access all their tennis 

balls underneath it. 

Jess Reilly 

Moab, Utah 

Editors' Note· According to homeowner 
Blake Trabulsi, the nameless vintage sofa 
comes from the offices of a meatpacking 
plant-information of little help to you, 
perhaps, but of some olfactory in terest 
to your dogs. II" 
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LETTERS 

Thank you for presenting the work of 

the talented designer and craftsman 

George Nakashima, his daughter Mira, 

and the associated woodworkers 
("Custom Concern," April 2008). It may 

be of interest to note that the Krosnick 

residence (whose owners had collected 

more than 100 Nakashima pieces) was 

designed by John Randel McDonald, 

a mid-century organic architect and 

recently departed good friend. 

I was with John when he received 
news of the Krosnicks' fire and was 

devastated by the loss. Having the 

plans, he offered to help in the resto­
ration effort, and the house was rebui lt 

following the original design. On 

a personal level, my wife and I visited 
the Nakashima studios in the early 

1960s; we returned with our chi ldren 

in the 1970s, introducing them to 

the organic design approach. Thank 

you again for p ub lishing this work. 

Carol Wedin 

Boca Raton, Florida 

Thank you to Brad Hess and Tim 
Hartzer, whose letters appeared in the 

March 2008 issue. Dwell is a beautiful 
magazine, and for readers to rip on it 

because they don't like the advertising 

is silly. If you don't like it, then don't 

buy it, and let t he rest of us enj oy it 

as it is. I also agree that sustainability 

is overused, overdone, and taking over 
many housing magazines- it seems to 

be t he current " it" thing. We need a 

break from the constant sustainability 

chatter. To have sustainability become 

any more of a primary focus would go 
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against what I understand to be the 
original p urpose of the magazine, 

which was to be a source of informa­

tion about modern design. 

Cindy Pickard 

Sent via email 

The February 2008 Editor's Note 

("Same Great Taste") acknowledges 

the risk of market exploitation of 

architecture, touts Dwell's switch to 

tree-saving recycled paper, and asserts 

a belief that "the best way forward 

is through good design." How inter­
esting, then, to read Robert Irwin's 

garden design for the Getty Museum 

being described as "one of the 

most satisfying and original museum 

gardens in the country" ("In the 

Modern World," p. 48). 

As a horticulturist and student of 

landscape architecture, I consider this 

statement puzzling and d isturb ing. 

How can a magazine that promotes 

good design- even eco-conscious 

design-describe this garden as "satis­

fying and original"? From horticultural, 

landscape architecture, and ecological 

perspectives, its merits are question­
able. First of all, the planting design 

is in many ways d isastrous, with p lants 

p laced in unsuitable conditions that 

suggest ignorance, d isregard for the 

local ecology, and an irresponsible 
imposition of artistic whim on a land­

scape. Second, the lack of collab­

oration between Irwin and architect 
Richard Meier led to an overall 

architecture and landscape design 

that appears disjointed and poorly 

integrated. It is not a good design 

precedent- on the contrary, it is a d is­

appointing result of two competing 

and uncooperative artistic egos. 
The complex ecological problems 

that architects, landscape architects, 

urban planners, and related designers 

currently face wil l Mt be effectively 

addressed without informed, intelli­

gent, and interdiscip linary teamwork. 

Starchitects and stubborn artist ic 

egos are not the best way forward. 
I hope that Dwell's commitment to 

good design will present such details 
more mindfully in future publications. 

Shannon Glass 

Seattle, Washington 

Thank you for a great magazine. The 
blue color used on the cover of your 

December/January 2008 issue is fan­

tastic-very lickable! Is it possible 

to get its exact name? I will soon open 

a small tai chi studio-cafo-library, 

and it would be the perfect color for 

one of the walls. All my compliments 

to the creative d irector-great work! 

Erik Matthiesen 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

Editors' Note: The color in quest ion is 
pure, unadulterated cyan. However, in 
honor of our colorfully named creative 
director, we've rechristened it "Kyle blue." 

Correction: Two incorrect Web 

addresses accompanied our May 2008 
"Design at Work" feature. O n p. 214, 

Skylab Design Group's website should 

read skylabarchitecture .. com, and 
on p. 216, Intelligent Design's website 

should read intelli9entdesi9n.tv. 

(More details concerning its Solidcore 

office system can found at solidcore.tv.) 

We regret the errors. 

Please write to us: 
Dwell Letters 

40 Gold Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

letters@dwell.com '' ' 
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CONTRIBUTORS 

Frances Anderton 

"Even though I've seen many good 
buildings, I think it's fair to say that 

few have had a p rofoundly emotional 

impact on me." So says d iscerning 

Dwell contributing editor Frances 

Anderton when favorably describing 

Eric Garcetti and Amy Wakeland's 

remodel of their sustainable Echo Park 

abode ("Echo Logical," p. 156). A born­

again Angeleno from Bath, Eng land, 

Anderton hosts DnA: Design and 
Architecture on radio station KCRW, 

contributes to a variety of Los A ngeles­

loving publications, and is the author 

of such books as Pop Architecture 
and LA Now. 

Charles Barsotti 

To il lustrate this issue's essay on good 

design- and the tastemakers who 

helped define the designation- we 
turned to a legend of the line: cartoon­

ist Charles Barsotti ("What We Talk 

About W hen We Talk About Good 

Design," p. 171 ).A30-year veteran of 

the New Yorker with a number of comic 

compilations to his credit , Barsotti has 
a t imeless style of spare lines, rounded 

shapes, and subt le wit that sits wel l 

with the design icons under discussion 

and evokes an age when the term 

"good" still retained a complimentary 

air of innocence. 

Raymond Biesinger 

If it leaves a mark, odds are that killer 

illustrator Raymond Biesinger has 
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deployed it as part of his eclectic artis­

t ic arsenal. Hailing from Edmonton­

the "Oil Capital of Canada," home 

of North America's largest mall, and 
birthplace of seminal stoner Tommy 

Chong- he was quick on the d raw 
with the concrete ideas in this month's 

Concept feature ("Rethinking the 

Material World," p. 164). When not 

politicking, he slings a six-string and 

sings with his twosome, the Famines. 

Virginia Gardiner 

When we want to learn the "how" 

behind the "what," we turn to London­

based writer Virginia Gardiner. She 

gave us the 41 1 on Skype's new 

Internet phone in May and unraveled 

the knits and purls of environmentally 

inclined Looolo Textiles in June. This 

month, she cut the rug with Barcelona­

based Nanimarquina ("Little Field 
of Flowers," p. 126). Though the 

Darjeeling Limited passed her by, a 

long-distance interview offered some 

escape from England's springtime 

drizzle: "The fun part of the story was 

catching up with the gracious rug 

producer Tony Mittal, who sounded 

impressively far away on his mobile 
phone in Panipat." 

Barry Katz 

This month, Barry Katz-Dwell's 

beloved Father Time figure, who price­
checked modernist icons in our March 

2007 issue- returns with a century­

long laundry list of sustainability 
flashpoints ("Only Planet," p. 133). 

He makes every hour count as 

a consu lting professor at Stanford 

University, a fellow at ldeo, and a pro­

lific writer and author, most recent ly 

of The Tennessee Valley Authority: 
Design and Persuasion from Princeton 

Architectural Press. 

Marc Kristal 

Internationally adroit New York-based 
writer and contributing editor Marc 

Kristal was unexpectedly surprised 

by the urban overload he experienced 

in the excit ing and often inscrutable 

city of Hong Kong ("Detour," p. 188). 

"It's at once impossibly confusing and 
manageable-you can't cross t he 

streets unless you know how to use 

the underpasses and walkways, yet it 

has a superb subway system and 

excellent buses. It's also a weird mix of 

the crumbling and the scrupulously 
clean. Al l in all, I loved it." 

Dave Lauridsen 

Los Angeles-based photographer 

Dave Lauridsen p ulled double duty 

this month: His first stop was San 

Francisco, where he checked out 

Christ i Azevedo's so fresh, so clean 

Mission District makeover ("Bay Wash," 

p. 85); he then hit Boulder, Colorado, 

for a feature on Rob Pyatt and Heather 
Kahn's sunny straw b ungalow build­

out ("Post Bale," p. 148). Lauridsen­

whose portfolio includes a quartet 

of Dwell covers in addition to work 

for Fortune and Travel & Leisure-
is a dyed-in-the-wool do-it-yourselfer 

who found the hands-on efforts 

evidenced by both homes inspiring: 
"I spent about as much time asking 

how to make w ind ows and cabinets 

as I d id taking p ictures." 

Alexis Madrigal 

For his story on the unsung spirits 

of the material world ("Rethinking 
the Material World," p. 164), Alexis 

Madrigal comes to the defense of the 

academic underdog. "I got this feel ing 

that materials scientists were t he 

Rodney Dangerfields of academe: 
They're always complaining about how 

working on consumer stuff gets them 
no respect from the theoretical physi­

cists and biologists," he explains. 

Madrigal's routine includes unloading 
one-liners at his regular gig at Wired. 

Andy Reynolds 

"Heck yes!" exclaimed p hotographer 

Andy Reynolds when asked whether 
he was interested in facing this month's 

Dwell Reports expert in a john-st rewn 

junkyard ("Throne Off Course," p. 104). 

Though it was a wee bit removed from 

his usual fare-at GO, Details, Playboy­
the maroon shag toi let-seat cover he 

scored wi ll be a hard p iece of schwag 

to beat, admits Reynolds. llQI 
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Now online ... 
Outdoor Cooking 
Summer has officially arrived, and that 

means swimsuits, beach adventures, 

and the intoxicating smell of barbecue. 

Whether it's a celebration of the sum­

mer solstice or a Fourth of July fete, 

eating alfresco is an important tradition 

synonymous with warm weather and 

poolside play. Any sun worshipper will 

tell you that having the appropriate 

arsenal of outdoor cooking equipment 

is paramount, so we've collected an 

assemblage of implements both stylish 

and savvy to ensure the grilling goes 

off without a hitch. 
dwell.com/sl ideshows 

Clockwise from bottom left: Cambi table and 
Segno chair by Aldo Ciabatti, OXO silicone 
BBQ mitt, and Outclass grill by Eva Solo. 
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At Home Series 
This month marks the launch of 

dwell.corn's latest video series entitled 

At Home. This multipart design docu­

mentary grants access to the private 

lives of some of the most notable 

designers in the industry. The per­

sonalized tours lend new perspective 

to the names behind our favorite 

designs as we take a look at their 

own homes. Tune in to discover tips 

from the cream of the creative crop 

or, better yet, learn which storied 

architect is a clean freak and who 

can't keep up with laundry. 

dwell.com/video 
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July/August Calendar 
Important dates in art and design. w ith 
architecture thrown in for good measure: 
Welcome to Dwell's summer timeline. 

Dwell 
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July4(1776) 
Get your eco-friend ly f i reworks! The United 
States declares itself an independent nation. 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Wtsh Com e True toys 

by FriendsWithYou 
friendswithyou.com 
These bell-bottomed, kid-safe 
characters wobbled out of the 
wonderfully bizarre world of 
FriendsWithYou, a Miami-based 
collective that creates designer 
toys, multimedia work, and 
installations with a Pokemon­
gone-wild aesthetic. 

• • w 

Leaves m agnets 
by Richard Hutten for Gispen 
www.gispen.com 
Dutch designer Richard Hutten's 
Leaves are here to stay. This de­
ciduous fridge foliage comes in 
a range of seasonal shades, and 
provides a lush alternative to 
the played-out poetry magnet. 

July 5 (1969) 

PRODUCTS 

Geo wallpaper 
by Mike Perry for Stuilio Nommo 
midwestisbest.com 
Midwest-mad artist Mike 
Perry shows us how he rolls 
with a wallpaper collection 
that includes Geo (shown in 
"Cool"), a green and purple 
pileup of crazy shapes and 
patterns. (right) 

Walter Gropius, undisputed heavyweight 
of modern architecture and founder of the 
Bauhaus, d ies. 
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Magno wooden radio 
by Singgih Kartono for Areaware 
areaware.com 
The Magno by Singgih Kartono 
is more than just a Flintstones­
style AM/FM radio: Handmade 
from sustainably harvested 
Indonesian hardwood, this 
green little bedside rocker is 
"MPtree"-compatible as well. 

July 12 (1895) 
Architect, mathematician, writer, and 
inventor R. Buckminster Fuller is born 
(and dies on July 1, 1983). 
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Barbara carafe 
by Nina Jobs for 
Design House Stockholm 
desiqnhousestochholm.com 
If you have ever dreamed of 
Jeannie, this bottlenecked 
Barbara carafe- with a glass 
ball stopper-hopper in its base­
will rub you the right way. ( a.bove) 

Floor Plan Penthouse platter 
by Fishs Eddy 
6shseddy.com 
Though six different properties 
are offered- including "Studio," 
"Terrace," and "Duplex"-we're 
movin' on up like George and 
Weezy the next time we want 
a piece of the pie. 

July 14-26 (2008) 

5 4 July/August 2008 

Urban Islands design studio takes over 
Cockatoo Island, Sydney. 
urbanislands.info 

Pixel clock 
by Franfois Azambour9 
for Li9ne Roset 
liqne-roset-usa .com 
Ligne Roset's new LED-lit Pixel 
clock recalls a time when life's 
simple pleasures-like sleeping 
in late- weren't seen as clear 
cause for alarm. (above) 

Wine Ratchet Magnum 
by Built 
builtny.com 
Pull out all the corks with this 
heavy-duty weapon of a wine­
bottle opener. The molded-zinc 
handle and menacing screw 
make this as functional as it 
is eye-catching. 

July 16 (1911) 
John Lautner. subject of a major new 
exhibition in Los Angeles {see p. 60), is born. 

Dwell 
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products with the GreenSure® Seal are not only beautiful, they're 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Olympic 
climatology 
Though the Olympics are sup ­
posed to be all about the ath­
letes, this year everyone's eyes 
are on the sky as the chinese 
government experiments with 
urban weather control. For 
the zoos Games, the Beijing 
Meteorological Bureau is using 
repurposed military equip­
ment, including rockets and 
anti-aircraft guns, together 
with an IBM supercomputer 
and dedicated satellite imag­
ing to stop bad weather before 
it forms.At least that's what 
they hope to do: Whether it 
will work remains to be seen . 

In what is certainly one of 
the strangest twists yet in the 
Chinese mega-building boom, 
even the sky is being redesigned. 
Government meteorologists and 
their assistant climate scientists 
claim that they can now change 

the size and shape of falling 
raindrops for any clouds over­
head- and, through the use of 
special cloud additives, lock 
the water vapor in place. Clouds, 
if they aren't prevented entirely, 
will simply drift over the roofs 
of Beijing, holding their rain 
in check.And this is no pacifist 
effort. Figures released by the 
China Meteorological Adminis­
tration indicate that an incred­
ible 7,113 anti-aircraft guns; 
4,991 retrofitted rocket launch­
ers; and no fewer than 32,000 

employees have been pressed 
into service on this atmospheric 
battlefront. 

China's sky-high efforts were 
legally codified back in 2002 
by a series of 22 Articles, known 
as the "Regulations on Admin­
istration of Weather Modifica­
tion." Here, in an extended run 
of legalese, Article 3 legislates 
the alteration of the atmosphere: 
For the purpose of these Regulations, 
"weather modific11tion• refers to 
the activities carried out for rain 

Future Nature 
56 July/August 2008 

or snow enhancement, hail suppres­
sion, rain suppression.fog dispersal, 
or frost protection by exerting, under 
appropriate conditions, artificial 
influence on local atmospheric physi­
cal 11nd chemical processes through 
scientific and technological means, 
so as to mitigate or avert meteoro­
logical disasters and properly exploit 
climatic resources. 

With almost surreal deadpan, 
the state-run newspaper China 
Daily reminds us that weather 
modification can actually be dan­
gerous. In May 2006, they explain, 
"the operator of an anti-aircraft 
gun in Pengshui County ... had his 
right arm blown to pieces and 
a passerby was shot dead"- shot 
dead by weather-control guns! 

The Olympics thus present 
us with something of a test case: 
Faced with overwhelming air 
pollution, heavy particulates, 
and possible rainstorms-
and with billions of sports fans 
watching- can t he Chinese 
manage to forcefully clear the 
skies? The real implications 

of this go far beyond the Sum­
mer Games. Indeed, China Daily 
goes on to point out that, if all 
goes well, a "national command 
center for weather modification" 
will be up and running in China 
by2010. 

So if the Chinese do prove 
that even good weather can now 
be available on demand, will this 
open a new chapter in urban 
design and city planning? After 
all, why stop at streets when you 
can change the weather? 

We can't answer these ques­
tions, of course, until we see the 
techniques at work. So, while 
you're watching the 2008 Games 
(and suffering through NBC's 
biopic-ridden coverage), keep 
your eyes on the periphery of the 
city, where anti-aircraft guns and 
rocket launchers have declared 
war on the summertime sky. 

www.cma. gov. cn/ english 
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IN THE MO DERN WO RLD 

Buchminst er Fuller: 
starting with the Universe 
Whitney Museum of American Art 
June 26-September 21, 2008 

whitnev.orq 
R. Buckminster Fuller, who post­
humously celebrates another 
birthday this summer, gave the 
world the geodesic dome, bucky­
balls, and, with sculptor Kenneth 
Snelson, the structural concept 
known as Tensegrity. He was 
a teacher (at North Carolina's 
sorely missed Black Mountain 
College), an industrial engineer, 
a writer and theorist, a revolu­
tionary cartographer, and, per­
haps more than anything else, 
an optimist. Fuller was never 
afraid to think big-in fact, his 
life required it. The Whitney's 
new show, Starting with the 
Universe, is a philosophical call 
to arms. 

Buckminster Fuller ' s speculative 
glass dome for Manhattan is one 
of the most recognized images of 
20th-century design. 

July 16-24 (2008) 
The State of Design festival shows us 
what good design means in Austra lia. 
stateofdesign.com.au 

ss July/August zoos 

EXHIBITIONS 

July 20 (2008) 
The monthlong London Festival 
of Architecture comes to an end. 
lfa2008.org 

Home Delivery: Fabricat ing 
the Modern Dwelling 
The Museum of Modern Art 
July 20-0ctober 20, 2008 

moma.orq 
We've been counting down the 
days till this show's arrival­
and it's finally here, bringing 
prefab architecture to MoMA. 
With more than 60 projects on 
display- including five entire 
prefab houses constructed onsite 
in New York City- Home Delivery 
is enthusiastic proof that cargo 
containers, modular steel frames, 
recycled materials, and solar 
power, complete even with unex­
pected ornamental details, have 
a bright architectural future. 

KieranTimberlake Architects' 
Cellophane House will be custom­
built onsite for the exhibition . 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Between Earth and Heaven: 
The Architecture of John Lautner 
The Hammer Museum, UCLA 
July 13-0ctober 12, 2008 

hammer.ucla.edu 

EXHIBITIONS 

mercial society." His buildings 
married environmental con­
text with primordial geometry, 
creating eclectic and utterly 
unique private spaces. Later 
basing himself in Southern Cal­
ifornia, Lautner deflned his own 
strain of West Coast modernism: 
breezy, futuristic, environmen­
tally integrated, and, of course, 
a little bit New Age. 

The courtyard of the Elrod Resi­
dence ( top right ) in Palm Springs 
meets Lautner's sketch (center 
right ) for a Malibu Cliff House . 
The Chemosphere (bottom) , now a 
Los Angeles icon , was constructed 
in 1960 on top of a thick con-
crete mast . The house has spec-
tacular 360-degree views of both 
the surrounding landscape and the 
Southern California sky. Olsberg 

The multidimensional career 
of legendary American architect 
John Lautner gets an exhaus­
tive review in this no-holds­
barred exhibition curated by 
Frank Escher and Nicholas 
Olsberg. Olsberg writes in the 
show's lavish exhibition cata­
log, published by Rizzoli, that 
Lautner possessed "a lifelong 
confidence in the m oral force 
of the visual imagination, and 
an immense and practiced 
sophistication in exercising it." 
Lautner, raised in the Midwest 
on the coast of Lake Superior, 
brought a surprisingly potent 
sense of myth and metaphysics 
to bear on h is mature archi­
tectural style. Indeed, architec­
ture, Olsberg writes, was part 

explains that Lautner was "deeply , 1----r-•­

of Lautner's larger quest for 
realizing "a decisively American, 
individualist, and anticom-

July 20 (2008) 

fascinated by the possibilities 
of mushroom structures and their 
economic promise"-making the 
chemosphere perhaps the ultimate 
in architectural mycology. 

Frank Lloyd Wright and the House Beautiful 
closes at the Nevada Museum of Art. 
nevadaart.org 
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July 23 (1933) 
High-tech British architect Lord Richard 
Rogers is born. richardrogers.co.uk 

I 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Museums in the 21st Cmtury: 
Conc:epts Projects Buildings 
Louisiana Museum for 
Modeme Kunst 
June 14-September 14, 2008 
louisiana.dk 
This meta-exhibition examines 
25 of the world's newest and 
forthcoming museums to see 
how they've affected their host 
cities in the new century.Above 
we see the Kunsthaus Graz by 
Peter Cook and Colin Fourier. 

August 3 (2008) 

EXHIBITIONS 

Sverre Fehn: Intuition-Reflection-Construction 
closes at the Nat io nal Museum in Oslo. 
nat ional museum.no 
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Human/Nature: Artists Respond 
to a Changing Environment 
Museum of Contemporary Art­
San Diego 
August 17, 2008-February 1, 2009 
mcasd.orq 
The twin catastrophes of cli­
mate change and environmen­
tal destruction have begun 
inspiring more and more inter­
esting art. Somewhere between 
an artists' residency and an 
exhibition, Human/Nature shows 

what happens when eight art­

ists are sent around the world to 
document threatened UNESCO 
World Heritage sites. What's 
more, those artists were ex­
pected to temporarily live there 
and produce art. The results are 
a bit uneven, but the work of 
artist Itiigo Manglano-Ovalle 
(above) is a standout, highlight­
ing the intersection of film 
with large-scale industrial 
landscape processes. 

Future Trnse: Reshnping the 
Landscape 
Neuberger Museum of Art 
May 11-July 20, 2008 
neuberqer.orq 
Sixty artists, primarily paint­
ers, look both to the past and 
future to reconsider the state 
of the global environment. 
Focusing on the complicated 
relationship between land­
scape and architecture, the 
exhibit challenges viewers to 
contemplate past changes in 
the natural world as well as 
those still on the horizon.Anke 
Bauer's Switch Your Mind Off 
(2005) shows us a fever dream 
of linked terraces. 
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Deborah 
Leach 

If you've never heard of "fly­
tipping," then you've certainly 
seen its results. Fly-tipping is 
the British term for dumping 
garbage illegally, and it's the 
civic challenge that motivated 
Londoner Deborah Leach to 
start a research project with 
the Tidy Britain Group (now 
ENCAMS) to investigate what 
it takes to engage citizens in 
cleaning up trash-laden wa­
terways-"The litter along the 
Thames shores and flowing 
beneath its bridges was upset­
ting thousands of Londoners," 
Leach recounts. Beyond their 
desire for cleaner rivers and 
canals, she found people eager 
and willing to help. 

With support from a number 
of British environmental agen-

cies and the Greater London 
Authority, Thames21 was soon 
launched. Leach took the helm, 
directing a rapid proliferation 
of subgroups and additional 
projects to clean not only the 
Thames but community water­
ways wherever residents vol­
unteered. Previously the head 
of fundraising and marketing 
for Sports Leader UK, Leach was 
well equipped to wrangle volun­
teers and manage programs run 
mostly on enthusiasm. "There 
are a lot of similarities between 
my past job and Thames21," says 
Leach. "It's all about mobilizing 
local communities, getting peo­
ple involved and making a differ­
ence in their neighborhoods." 

Being director doesn't keep 
Leach out of the trenches. She 
regularly pulls on waders with 
her volunteers. When asked 
whether anything unusual has 
turned up, she answers, "There is 
always that lurking thought that 
we might stumble across human 
remains. Sometimes we find old 
clothes that look like body parts, 
but all we've ever found is part 
of one very old skull. You may 
have heard of the 'Torso in the 
Thames,' which was discovered 
floating under Tower Bridge in 
2001. At the time we were orga­
nizing a Weird Litter Competition. 
The police gave us a password 
to use in case anything like a leg 
turned up. It hasn't, so far." 

thames21 . org .uk 

Nice Modernist 
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Antony 
Hall 

UK artist Antony Hall refers 
to himself as an amateur sci­
entist. Indeed, his work con­
stantly blurs the lines between 
science, art, and technology. 
Hall has worked with acous­
tics, chemical oscillators, liquid 
vortices, and electricity, some­
times all at once. one of Hall's 
signature pieces is the iLog-
a hollow log h ousing a musi­
cal synthesizer. Its cousin, 
the sound Lathe, "explores the 
sonic properties of wood work," 
producing a "unique wooden 
object at the end of each per­
formance." Hall refers to these 
as "tabletop experiments": 
where science meets art in the 
space of the laboratory. 

What's your ideal working 
environment? 

Any place where there's a lot of 
junk, spare parts, and broken 
stuff.Sometimes it takes an emp­
ty wooden box of a certain shape 
to give me an idea of what should 
be in it and what it should do. 

Is there someone outside 
your field wh o inspires you? 

David Attenborough has been 
an inspiration ever since I can 
remember. His passion and focus 
on close observation really in­
spired me to work with animals 
and left me in continuous awe 
at the fact that we exist at all. 

Q&A 

What novels, music, or 
films keep you thinking 
abou t design? 

I read a lot of science fiction. 
The W11r of the Worlds was the 
most interesting for me in terms 
of vision and design. 

Is there a specific object 
that changed how you think 
about design? 

I enjoy functionality. The bicycle 
is an example of a design that 
has changed little from Leonardo 
da Vinci's initial drawing- more 
specifically, the derailleur. I have 
always admired the fact that no 
matter how often companies 
redesign bicycle components, the 
derailleur has remained basically 
the same. 

What three buzzwords 
do you never want to bear 
applied to your own work? 

"Pretentious," "theatrical," 
and "trite." 

One of Hall's "tabletop experi­
ments" involved studying the 
osc'.illation of a water droplet 
at so Hz. The results, seen 
her.e, are oddly compelling. 
variableg .org.uk 
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Michela's Non-Negotiables ... 

• "Designed for maximum storage with ingenious pull-outs" 

• "Tons of finish options so I can mix and match" 

• "A space where my 1 O friends can cook together and still feel cozy" 

• "Sustainable materials, green design with top German craftsmanship" 

.. . The ALNOART PUR Kitchen. 

One of many collections from Europe's leading kitchen design innovator. Create your 

kitchen's non-negotiables - visit an ALNO showroom, request a brochure or see more 

collections at ALNOusa.com/choices or call 888.896.ALNO. 

The Kitchen, Perfected 

reddot award ALNOusa.com/choices 
j l' 



Pharos, Altus, Ball and Cloud Fans by • 

Better Lighting. Better Living. 

Offering the best in modern lighting, fans & home 

accessories. Fabulous fans from Modern Fan. 

Minka Aire. Fanimat1on , Matthews Fan & more. 

Great lighting, accessories & furniture from Alessi. 

Artemide. Blu Dot , Flos. FontanaArte, Foscarini. 

Kartell, LBL, Tech & other fine manufacturers. 

Lumens com~ 
LIGHT + LIVING 

877445.4486 



8202 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90046 
(323) 653 0303 la@therugcompany.info 

88 Wooster Street, New York, NY 10012 
(212) 274 0444 newyork@therugcompany.info 

1 .800.644.3963 www.therugcompany.info 
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Bilberry A338 light fitting 
by Alvar Aalto for Artek 
artek.f! 
Shine a light on design history, 
or let it shine a light on you, 
with Arte k's Bilberry pendan t, 
a mid-century classic designed 
by Alvar Aalto for the Maison 
Carre. (above) 

August 8 (2008) 

Thinking Machine chair 
by Eduardo Baroni for Sintesi 
eduardobaroni.com 
If the International Space 
Station had its own front porch, 
you'd likely find its astronauts 
all kicking back out there in 
this weightless-looking steel 
and polyurethane rocker. 

Let the Games begin! The Olympics come 
to Beijing, drawing to a close on August 24. 
en.beijing2008.cn 
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August 10 (2008) 

Universal small object 
by Jorg Boner 
for Temporary Addorisio 
temporary-addorisio.ch 
To Jorg Boner, it's an exercise 
in uhow far form can distance 
itself from function" - to us, 
it's just a cool little creased­
steel table, stool, or rack. (above) 

David Byrne's Playing the Building closes 
at the Battery Maritime Building, New York. 
creativetime.org 

Dwell 

c I 



Be green while you clean. 
A green dishwasher saves water and energy. A greener 
dishwasher saves both, lasts longer and is marked for 
recycling to reduce landfill strain - all without sacrificing 
cleaning results. For a greener, cleaner world choose Miele. 
Because when it comes to caring for our environment -
anything else is a compromise. 
({)888.346.4353 ~ miele.com 

Miele 

Miele • CJ c:::> 

02008 Miele, Inc. 
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Zipcar 
Dispenser 
When the cars of the future 
finally arrive, where will we 
park them? Boston's Moskow 
Linn Architects have one possi­
ble answer: a stacked machine 
modeled after a Pez dispenser, 
perfect for storing Zipcars. 

Originally designed back in 
2004 and the recipient of an 
Unbuilt Architecture Award from 
the Boston Society of Architects, 
Moskow Linn's Zipcar Dispenser 
was intended for installation 
in Boston, New York, and Wash­
ington, DC. There, the high-tech 
contraption, which "doles out 
cars in lieu of candy," architect 
Keith Moskow explains, would go 
to work. The dispenser would not 
only make life easier for Zipcar 
drivers, it would help to refor­
mat urban space for alternative 
modes of transportation. It's as if 
a new building type has entered 

Speculation 
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the modern design vocabulary: 
a structure between vending 
machine and parking garage. 

The dispenser would also 
be a study in brand identity, 
"providing a recognizable cor­
porate symbol," and assuming 
a unique "presence in the city," 
as the architects describe it. 
Because of the slender, vertical 
nature of the proposed 51-foot­
tall structure, the device could 
also colonize and put to use 
underutilized or inconvenient 
plots of land, bringing them 
back into commercial viability. 

Of course, as with all specula­
tive designs, there is a hitch. Be­
cause Zipcars are not a uniform 
fleet of specially designed cars­
they are, rather, cars of multiple 
designs and sizes, made by vari­
ous companies, simply shared 
across numerous drivers- the 
idea of a purpose-built dispenser 
for them becomes both unneces­
sary and technically unfeasible. 

However, the project illus­
trates very well the question 

of how we might adapt urban 
infrastructure to other forms of 
personal transport in an era of 
unstable oil supplies and rapid 
climate change. Take bike racks: 
While cities such as Tokyo have 
installed entire automated 
parking towers devoted solely 
to our two-wheeled friends, U.S. 
cities are notoriously lacking 
in even low-tech bike-friendly 
storage. And if, as the Brookings 
Institution has pointed out, 
U.S. transportation policy over­
whelmingly favors the construc· 
tion of highways- over public 
transit, for instance-then how 
might the American landscape 
look different if the nearly 
40-to-l dollar imbalance between 
highway and transit funding 
was rectified? In however small 
a way, projects that help us to 
imagine the future of urban 
infrastructure bring us one step 
closer to tomorrow- starting 
with something as simple as Zip­
cars and moving out from there 
to the entire urban world. 

Seen i n context (below) the Zipcar 
Dispenser would be an ultramodern 
addition to the urban landscape. 
Compared to the dispenser that 
inspired it (above), the aut omated 
parker i s a marked improvement. 
moskowarchitects . com 
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August 17 (2008) 
Graphic Thought Facility: Resourceful 
Design closes at the Art Institute of Chicago. 
artic.edu 
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CONCRETE 
DRAGON 

C HINA'S URBAN REVO ~UT ION 

AND WHAT IT Mii.A.NS POk Tiii! WOkLD 

August 27 (1965) 
Charles-Edouard Jeanneret-Gris, or 
Le Corbusier (Corbu to you). dies while 
swimming in the Mediterranean Sea. 
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bulthaup 

- -

The time is righ t - for your first bulthaup. The new bu lthaup bl kitchen system has a new look, 
new product benefits and a new attractive price. With the timeless beauty of a sculpture, reduced 
to the absolute essentia ls, the bl kitchen system is precision-planned and perfectly fin ished by 
bulthaup's engineers and master craftsmen. Qua lity from start to f inish. The t ime is definitely right for 
you to meet bulthaup. Ta lk to the specialists in kitchen architecture at bulthaup. To locate your nearest 
bulthaup partner, or request more information please visit www.bulthaup.com or call 800 808 2923. 

Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Detroit. Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Phi ladelphia, 

San Diego, San Francisco, Scottsdale, Seattle, Toronto, Vancouver, Wash ington D.C. 
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Projea Vitra: 
Sites, Produas, Authors, 
Museum, Collections, Signs 
Comel Windlin and Rolf Fehlbaum 

Birkhiiuser, $49.95 

Our first clue that Project Vitra is 
no ordinary furniture-company 
compendium comes from its 
cover, subtly embossed on a 
dust jacket, and illustrated with 
page-numbered peeks inside. 
And Vitra is no ordinary furni­
ture company: Founded in 1950 
by furniture shop owner Willi 
Fehlbaum, Vitra soon licenced 
the designs of Charles and Ray 
Eames and George Nelson. In the 
following half century, Project 
Vitra (the company's formal 
name) has become one of the 
most well-known and influential 
forces in modern design. Vitra 
has produced countless pieces of 
iconic furniture, continues to 
do pioneering work with design­
ers and architects, and maintains 
a design museum by Frank Gehry, 
a fire station by Zaha Hadid, and 
bus shelters by Jasper Morrison, 
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August 28-31 (2008) 
The first International Universal Desig n 
Expo welcomes you. ifdesign.de 
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BOOKS 

among other world-class struc­
tures, at its corporate campus 
in Weil am Rhein, Germany. 

Organized topically-by sites, 
products, and authors- Project 
Vitra presents an engaging and 
exhaustive overview of the com­
pany's output through beautiful 
photographs and illustrations, 
including essays by company 
chairman Rolf Fehlbaum and 
others. Conceived and designed 
by Corne! Windlin- as he has 
done with Vitra's home catalogs 
since 2004- Project Vitra is a 
visual and tactile treat, sure to 
become as much of a design icon 
as the pieces featured within 
its 396 gorgeously laid-out pages. 

AUTHORS. 
Designers and architects: w. 
20 portraits-p.140 i Desigll.Qrocesses. 
Individual authorship at 
\Trtra by Rolf Fehlbaum 
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August 3 1 (2008) 
FORM: Contemporary Architects at Play closes 
at the Contemporary Arts Center in Cincinnati. 
contemporaryartscenter.org 
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Busserach House and Studio 
Biissernch, Switzerland 
Dege/o Architects 
deqe/o.net 

Baltazar Residence 
San Diego, California 
Public 
pub/icdiqital.com 

Houses We Love 
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Thionville, France 
Peripheriques Architects 
perieheriques-architectes.com 

Houses We Love 
78 July/August 2008 Dwell 
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In the well-lived home, 

more than cooking goes 

on in the kitchen. 

It's an art studio. 

It's a quiet table for two. 

It's a clubhouse. 

It's a place for appliances that help you 

create your home, just the way you want it. 

Electrolux appliances. Appliances that 

have been in fine homes and restaurants 

in Europe for over 70 years. 

And now we're bringing them here, starting 

with the Electrolux ICON™ wall oven. 

It's like no other wall oven, with details like 

Smooth-Glide"' racks that slide effortlessly 

on ball bearings. So the only thing you have 

to struggle with is deciding what to make. 

02008 Electrolux Home Products, Inc. 
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The very finest in modem l ighting 
and fans from renowned brands 
such as Moooi. Flos. and Artemide. 

Best of all - free shipping. no-hassle 

returns. and in-stock fixtures ready 
to ship. 

www.Ylighting.com 
888.888.4449 

LIGHTING 
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As told to Deborah Bishop 
Photos by Dave Laurid sen 
Illustration by Keith Shore 
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When I first spotted this place, it 

looked like a haunted house- dark, 

broken windows, graffiti covering the 

walls. But it had a really good form. 

It's not Q ueen Anne o r Italianate but 

an Eastlake/Stick style that's really 

boxy and straightforward. In its own 

way, it's actually kind of modern. 
It's funny, because I was looking 

for a warehouse w ith room for my 
metal shop and I ended up with a clas­

sic Victorian with seven rooms and 

an outbuilding. There are almost 1,600 

square feet upstairs, and everywhere 

you look t here's a door to another 
room. Everyone said, "You should 

make this room bigger and tear these 

walls out," but I resisted. I even left 

some details- like a stamped-tin flue 

cover d ating from w hen the rooms 

Azevedo installed her home's new kitchen 
where the laundry porch used to be (top 
and left), but retained a sense of the former 
openness with a wall of south-facing win-

were heated by potbell ied stoves­

as a reminder of how the house used 

to work. I felt kind of reverent. 

After living in a warehouse, I actu­

al ly found that this collection of little 

rooms had much more potential than 

one b ig space. We're sti ll p laying 

w ith how to use them- right now they 
are offices, boudoirs, and a yoga room. 

But it's good to have b ig and small 
together, so I opened up the back. 

I built the kitchen into the porch, and 

the old kitchen became the dining 

room. It was a little sad, because every­

body fills in these old porches, and 
so this 19th-century laund ry washing 

and hang ing tradition is forgotten, but 

the new steel-and-glass w indow wall 

keeps a gesture of that openness. The 

integral stainless steel counter and 11 .. 

dows. "Anywhere else this might have been 
crazy," she says, basking in the culinary 
warmt h, "but in San Francisco, it's real ly 
quite nice-even in summer!" 
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since 1925 

./' ~ Italian Ambassador's Residence -· Washington D.C. 
( ) 

I 
I 

Arclinea Arredamenti Caldogno (Vi) Italia tel. +39 0444 394111 www.arclinea.com Italia kitchen, designed by Antonio Citterio 

ARCLINEA: WORLDWIDE AMBASSADOR FOR EXCEPTIONAL ITALIAN DESIGN 
Discover the tradition of an Arclinea kitchen. The selection of Arclinea for the kitchen al Villa Firenze, the Residence of the 
Italian Embassy to the United States, offers powerful testimony to the craftsmanship, technical innovation and uncompromising 
quality Arclinea brings to every project. 

AVON, CO Arclinea @ Sheltering Sky Design (970) 748 1360 BOSTON, MA Arclinea Boston (617) 357 9777 CHICAGO, IL Arcl inea Chicago (312) 

335 3855 CORAL GABLES. FL Arclinea Miami (305) 476 8668 DALLAS. TX Arc linea Dallas (214) 363 7070 NEW YORK. NY Arclinea @ B&B 

Italia New York (212) 758 4046 SAN DIEGO, CA Arclinea San Diego (619) 564 7440 SAN FRANCISCO, CA Arclinea San Francisco (415) 543 0771 

SEATILE. WA Arclinea@ Diva Seattle (206) 287 9992 WEST HOl,LYWOOD. CA Arclinea Los Angeles (310) 657 6689 



MY HOUSE 

Sparky the wirehaired fox terrier (top left) 
takes a load off in front of one of the cherry­
ply cabinets with sanded acrylic doors that 
Azevedo built for the kitchen. She removed 

88 July/August 2008 

sink speaks to my crush on o ld kitch­

ens. Time was, you had a sink, a stove, 

and a worktable- very basic-so this 
is like a modern version of that. 

We spend most of our evenings in 
the tiniest room, right off the kitchen. 

It was probably the maid's room, and 

now it's the media room because, well, 
it's closest to the fridge. It's the room 

everybody thought should be opened 

up, because it's only eight by ten. 

But the ceiling is 1 i feet high, and the 

proportions work, so it's cozy rather 
than cramped. I made the couch and 

the daybed, which I based on the Case 

Study daybed structure. I asked my 

neighbor, who's an auto upholsterer, 

where to get those springy things, and 
he told me about this upholstery com­

pany that's been in business since the 

the original light-blocking redwood stairway 
· from the center of the house and replaced it 

with channel and bar grate treads (top right). 
The media room (bottom left), which formerly 

1850s, making buggy whips and stuff. 

I l ike how old and new come together 

in the architecture and the furn iture. 
The fireplace in my office was covered 

in layers of w hite, green, and tar-black 
paint that I stripped. It's enormously 

detailed, and the tile is mostly original. 

I looked at it and thought, Hmm, 
I don't know ... but what t he heck. 

The outbuilding was added in 1916. 

A friend found an o ld photo of it on 

Flickr with this very faint sign, "San 

Francisco New French Laundry." The 

old brick boiler room surrounds our 

hot tub, and the wood en part is my 

fabrication shop. I love how history is 

embedded everywhere. There are 

rub marks on the concrete floor and 
doors from the laundry carts. The 
ground floor of the house used to II• 

housed domestic help, is illuminated by 
a George Nelson Saucer lamp. Azevedo 
designed and built the cabinetry and the 
daybed and couch. G 

Dwell 





MY HOUSE 

90 July/August 2008 

Now rented out as an office/retail space, 
the downsta irs contains a kitchen, which 
is fitted with Ikea lamps and steel shelving 
by Azevedo. For the flooring she glued 

down fiber-cement HardiePanel siding more 
commonly used for building walls, both 
because of its resemblance to concrete and 
its price of one dollar per square foot. 8 
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0% TOXIC. 100% SMART."' 

Finally. Performance that's off the charts, minus the typical questionable substances. 

Introducing Mythic™, the name that's turning the paint industry upside down. Designed with 

your family in mind, it's the world's only high performance paint with zero Volatile Organic 

Compounds, zero harmful toxins and zero carcinogens. After all, who said colors that last 

have to come with toxins that linger? Today, you no longer have to make that compromise. 

Choose Mythic. It 's the one without an asterisk anywhere near it. 

ZERO voe 
ZERO CARCINOGENS 

• • 
SAFE FOR 

PEOPLE 
SAFE FOR 

PETS 
SAFE FOR 
/Ju EARTH 

888-714-9422 
mythicpaint.com 



MY HOUSE 

"There's a lot to be learned by 
living in these older houses and 
experiencing how the rooms 
are being used 100 years later." 

92 July/August 2oos 
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be the tai lor shop; I found a bunch of 

little rats' nests down there made of 

string and buttons. Now I rent it out, so 

we're kind of preserving the old live/ 

work paradigm of the property. 
During the renovation I became 

addicted to those gorgeous Sanborn 

fire-insurance maps that have outlines 
of all the buildings. Our house shows 

up in 1887, and it used to be the b ig 
kid on the block. Later, you can see 

the neighborhood g iving way to more 

two- and three-story houses. After the 
1906 earthquake, the fire somehow 

jumped this house; it was unscathed. 

Sitting in the square bay window in 
my office, I like to look o ut over all the 

hubbub happening in the street. It's 
definitely industrial; it took a little con­

vincing to get Katherine to move here 

Azevedo made the platform bed and side 
table in her master bedroom (top left), 
and bartered furniture for the mural by artist 
friend Mike Stern. Her office (top right) is 

(I gave her the best room to placate 

her), but there's always someone I can 

borrow a tool from, or a place to pick 

up some· plumbing pipe. Living here 

has made me more interested in history 
and makes me think of Christopher 

Alexander's A Pattern Language. He 

doesn't propose a style, but looks at 
how spaces and people interact. I feel 

like a case study from that book. 
When you build a house from the 

ground up, as I'm doing in Oakland 

for a client, you don't mimic history; 
you let the technology guide you. But 

there's a lot to be learned by living in 

these older houses and experiencing 

how the rooms are being used 100 

years later. It's like Stewart Brand's book 
How Buildings Learn-we're always 

learning from the past. II• 

filled with refurbished finds and originals­
like her updated take on a '60s-style desk 
and "slouch" chairs, from which she chats 
with her partner, Katherine Catlos. 
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Make It Yours 
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Level Best 
To reconcile an uneven threshold between 
the dining area and the former porch, 
Azevedo used Ardex, a self-drying, self-lev­
eling concrete topping used for resurfacing 
warehouse floors. She poured a 3/s-inch-thick 
layer over a metal lath she stapled to the 
beaten-up firfloor, hustl ing to keep pace 
with the quick-drying compound. ardex.com 

Ladder Control 
Needing to provide a means of reaching the 
higher shelves and access to the lofted bed 
Azevedo calls "the nookie," she searched 
for a rolling1 ladder that was not of the 
"ye olde library" wooden variety. She found 
an unfinished, raw-steel rollin9 ladder from 
Cotterman Company and had it powder­
coated Spartan Bronze. cotterman.com 

Steel on Wheels 
Azevedo fatbricated an updated version of 
a barn door for the rear wall of her house's 
ground floor. The 11 -by-7-foot door is made 
of tubular steel- hot-dip galvanized for 
weather resistance-insulated glass panels, 
and brake-form stainless steel stops. It slides 
open on a track and locks on the inside with 
a modified stainless cane bolt. The track and 
gaskets are from McMaster-Carr hardware. 
mcmaster.com 

The Fixer 
The house is a veritable rehab center: 
Azevedo oiled the wood on the Sam Spade­
era filing cabinets and welded new brackets 
for the Accuride-like slide; stripped the 
paint off a birch secretarial chair from the 
'40s; and, after hammering the dents out 
of a yellow stepstool found on the side 
of the road, sandblasted it back to a cool 
gun-metal gray. 

Stripped Joint 
To restore the passel of sugar-pine doors 
to their former glory, Azevedo called a local 
wood stripper-A Stripping Workshop-
to fetch the doors and dip them in a warm 
caustic mix, effectively removing the cen­
tury's accumulated 11 coats of paint. Upon 
their return, she used a chisel to clean paint 
out of the molding and applied several 
layers of clear coat. strippingworkshop.com 

Click here for more information: 
Specialty cement: powersourcing.com 
Rolling ladders: putnamrollingladder.com 
Powder coating: powdercoating.org 
Barn doors: barndoorhardware.com 
Salvage yards: oldhouseweb.com 
Paint stripping: eco-strip.com Hrn 
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DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Artemide 
Artemide, the most d iversified, award-winning desig n line in the lighting 
industry, offers decorative and architectural luminaires with the perfect 
balance between form, function, and performance. For more information, 
please visit artemide.us. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell !Home and worldwide distributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, t he 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net 
or call 323-933-0383. 

lmlolhloJr!olml 
With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collect ion of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and timeless textures. maharam.com 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competit ive advantag e with the Autodesk* Revit• building 
design and documentation system, purpose-built for building information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates 
the change everywhere. autodesk.com 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense'" laundry system. German-engineered, the ult raSense'" 
washer and d ryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, 
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including 
cashmere, silk, and activewear. siemens-home.com 

Room&Boarcf 
HOME FURNI SHI NGS 

Excellent design is timeless, not d riven by trends. Our ho me furnishings 
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordable p rices to offer outstanding va lue. 
roomandboard.com 

Since 1907, Kirsch Window Fashions has been setting the standard in 
innovat ion and design for home window treatments. The originator of 
fashion-forward decorative drapery hardware, Kirsch was evolved to 
boast a broad leading line of custom blinds and shades to complement 
any home decor. Kirsch Window Fashions offers products that define 
elegance and offer uncompromising style and beauty. kirsch.com 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

THE BOLD LOOK 
0 KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in provid ing products of 
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler continuously strives to lead the way and set new standards 
for g racious living by creating products that will deliver years of performance 
and add beauty and value to people's homes. kohler.com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV. 
For more information visit fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid o r call 
800-301-7430. 

t3 NORITZ 
AL W AY S HO T 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology. Our 
tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving money 
and space. noritzamerica.com 

Samafil" 

The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for green roof-waterproofing solut ions. 
Sika Sarnafil provides you with a membrane system solut ion engineered to 
keep your structure watertight. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing and 
waterproofing peace of mind. sarnafilus.com 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Mil ler for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office 
seat ing through our nat ionwide network of consumer and on line stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 

LENNOX°""> 

When it comes to energy-efficient heating and cooling, the Dwell Ho me II 
has what it takes. The home will feature an innovative Lennox Customized 
Comfort System that delivers superior performance in the areas important 
to today's homeowners- comfort, efficiency, quiet operation, reliability, 
and cleaner air. For more information, visit lennox.com. 

Poliform 
Italian manufacturer of high-end kitchens, wardrobes, wall units, beds, and 
dining- and living- room furniture since 1942. Collaborating with leading 
European desig ners, Poliform has brought quality, function, and techno­
logy together to create unique and timeless designs. 888-POLIFORM 
for the showroom nearest you, or poliformusa.com to download cata logs. 



• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing original design and 
innovation to the ceiling fan industry. The designs celebrate the modern 
idiom through mechanical simplifi cation, geometric forms, and contempo­
rary f inishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century 
ceiling fans. modernfan.com 

MONROVIA• 
!11GROWERS 

Monrovia® Growers are the healthiest, h<irdiest, most beaYtifvl pl<1nts 
guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Raised in exclusively formulated, 
nutrient-rich organic soi l, our p lants are the strongest. With more than 
2,200 varieties-from low maintenance to h igh fashion-we have something 
for everybody and every garden style. monrovia.com 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC, is a design and development company that 
produces f ine contemporary interior products for use in residential, office, 
and hospitality spaces. Honors in 2007 included an Interior Design Best 
o f Year Merit Award and two l lDEX/Neocon Innovation Awards. For more 
information and showrooms, p lease visit emmagardnerdesign.com. 

Zi]ENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air' offers a full line of built-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visit jennair.com 
or call 800-JENN-AIR. 

II 
At Boltz, we design and manufacture extraordinary furniture. Our unique 
modern designs and over-engineered construction form the foundation 
of our success, further supported by an extn1ordinary customer service staff. 
To see our complete line of lifestyle and AIV furniture, visit us at boltz.com. 

(9 caesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, Caesarstone quartz surfaces 
take concept to reality as the perfect blend of form and function. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or call 877-978-27 89. 

Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international designers. 
Some Cappellini products are exhib ited in the world's premier museums. In 
2004, Cappellini became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting the project for a "new 
quality center." cappellini.it 

IIBJ ~.~.Qf.O RTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless­
steel entry door systems using the f inest-quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. neoporte.com 



OFF THE GRID 

Taking a calculated tum 
from tradition, two 
Czech architects designed 
a modern rendition of 
a classic Bohemian home, 
powered by solar panels 
and a geothermal heat 
pump that draws energy 
from the earth itself, 
300 feet underground. 

Hot Rocks 

Story by Sarah Rich 
Photos by Andrea Lhotakova 
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On the border between Austria and 
the Czech Republ ic, where the Iron 

Curtain o nce formed an imposing par­

tition, one of the most unique nature 

reserves in the world boasts of hav­
ing been populated and dramatically 

modified by humans since medieval 

t imes. This is an unusual point of pride 

for a b iological sanctuary, but locals 

claim that the lrebonsko Protected 
Landscape Area in southern Bohemia 

is a case study in harmonious coexis­
tence between people and nature. 

Tourists flock from neighboring 

countries to the reserve's main town, 

Trebon, but small clusters of houses on 

the town's outskirts have remained free 

from tourists and untouched by devel­

opment for decades. When Prague­

based architects Martina Burifova and 
Stepan Kubicek were commissoned 

to build a new home in one of these 

outlying villages, their vision had to 

be tempered by the region's longstand­

ing architectural convent ions. "The 

Stringent building regulations didn't cramp 
the designers' style. Sharp angles, tall win­
dows, and varied material textures left room 
to make a striking architectural statement. 

other houses in the vi llage are histori­

cal ground-floor brick buildings with 
saddle roofs," Kubicek explains. "The 

vi llage was pract ically inaccessib le be­

tween 1948 and 1989. Due to this fact, 

there has been no new development 

d uring the last century." 
Bui'ifova and Kubicek proved that 

creativity flourishes within limitations, 

designing a house that gracefully bal­

ances the town's strict construction 

d irectives w ith the owners' penchant 

for modern style and environmental 

responsibi lity. The strvctvre was 
restricted to one level (with cellar and 

attic use permitted), elevated no more 

than 12 inches off the ground. It was 

al lowed smooth, single- or double­

color stucco on all exterior walls and 

a red or g ray tile roof. Dormers had 

to be set more t han 20 feet apart, with 

additional daylight coming from sky­
lights set flush against the symmetrical 

saddle roof, sloped between 38 and 

45 degrees. I•· 
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OFF THE GRID 

Given these constraints, one 

might expect a staid result, but the 

3,000-square-foot house lives up to 

its "Bo hemian" identity: It is original, 
progressive, and largely independent 

of that behemoth of convention, the 

public ut ility. The region's geothermal 

energy provides a natural, renewable 

power source, harnessed through 

three boreholes reaching 300 feet into 

the earth. The thermal pumps, in com­

bination with solar panels, supply 90 to 
95 percent of the house's heat needs. 

Geothermal power has been used 
since the early 20th century. In areas 

with significant subterranean steam 

activity and geysers, such as Iceland or 
California, energy can be distributed 

o n a large scale through power plants 

dedicated to the renewable resource. 

Where steam is scarce, such as in 

Trebonsko, geothermal pumps simply 
capitalize on the temperature d ifferen­

tials between the outdoor air and 
the earth several hundred feet down. 

Burieova and Kubicek included 

a system from Swedish company IVT 
called a bedrock heat pump. The 

device taps consistent warm temper­

atures from deep underground rock, 

t ransferring heat to the house by 

compressing a nontoxic fluid through 

hoses. Thermostats send signals to 

the pump in order to monitor demand 

and save energy. When the pump can't 

do the job alone, an electrical boiler 
kicks in. Water for the house and pool 

is heated by solar panels on the roof 

of the garage. "Orig inally there was 
a plan to b uild a small water plant on 

the nearby river," Kubicek adds, "thus 

securing complete energy indepen­
dence. However, this idea was aban­

doned due to the investment costs and 

complicated approval procedures." 

Nevertheless, the house is a model of 

efficiency in a village where alternative 
energy technology is scarce, mostly 

due to a lack of state subsidies, which 

ordinarily defray steep up-front costs. 

Circular "sun disks" cut into the slanted roof 
create light shafts that move throughout the 
day, casting angular shadows as they pass 
over the steel staircases and catwalk. 
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In the process of creating this high­

tech system, the designers also found 

room for low-tech solutions. The 

sloping site accommodated a day-lit 
basement and underground terrace­

critical features in a home where the 

cellar functions as a primary living 

space. The basement houses a f itness 

room and sauna, plus heat-storage 

tanks that collect energy from the 

roof. In the upper reaches, the attic 

acts like a second f loor, w ith sleeping 
quarters forthe owners, whose parents 

generously gave up the garden of 

their neighboring house to provide 

a building site for their children and 

two young grandchildren. 
While the design honors the past, 

it also looks ahead to a time when 

climate conditions may shift. The house 

re lies primari ly on just one resource­

the sun-to provide energy from over­
head and underfoot, so no matter our 

environmental fate, all that is needed 

to keep this p lace warm is a sunrise .• , .. 

The red chimney (top) and strategic diago­
nals throw accents against the simple silhou­
ette. In the kitchen (bottom), symmetrical, 
glossy surfaces keep the eating area clean. 

Dwell 



Uponor radiant Aoor heating provides a nice, even heat that takes the chill out of winter 

Aoors. Unlike forced air, it reaches every corner of the house and eliminates cold, drafty 

rooms. What's more, it offers significant energy savings. Warm, cozy, efficient and reliable. 

You'll wonder why anyone would ever wear slippers. To find out more, call 800-321-4739 

or visit www.uponor- usa.com uponor 



OFF THE GRID GEOTHERMAL HEAT 

Geothermal Heat Facts and Fi.g.~res: 

No matter where you live, you can use the 
stable temperatures of the earth to condition 
building spaces. In winter, the ground is 
warmer than the air, so it can be used to 
heat a house. In summer that relationship 
flips and the cool ground can act like A/C. 

A heat pump works somewhat counterintui­
tively, by extracting heat from a cool space 
(the earth) and dumping it in a warm space 
(your house), much like a refrigerator draws 
heat out of its cool interior and emits it into 
your kitchen. The pump transfers heat using 
a nontoxic fluid with a low boi ling point. 

This fluid runs through an underground 
pipe system, absorbing warmth from the 
earth (C) and reaching a boil rapid ly. 

Evaporated gas (equivalent of steam) is then 
compressed ( B); the high pressure causes 
the gas to condense, releasing its heat to 
warm the house (D)and heating water for 
domestic use (E) and the outdoor pool (F). 

The low-pressure fluid is then returned 
underground to pick up more heat, carry 
it into the house, and deliver it again. 

The process can be run in reverse in the 
summer, absorbing indoor heat into the 
fluid and depositing it underground. 

Solar panels (B) provide supplementary 
energy to heat the boiler and pool. 

A heat pump actually delivers more thermal 
energy than it uses. Conventional heaters 
can't provide more energy than what's con­
tained in the fuel that's burned. But heat 
pumps use a small amount of electricity 
to move a large amount of thermal energy 
around. Most of the heat comes from the 
earth, and the only input required is the 
electricity to run the compressor. 

While conventional heaters have efficiencies 
of around 80 percent, heat pumps can 
have efficiencies greater than 100 percent, 
typically around 300 to 400 percent. 

!,J_,S,_~thermal Resource Map: 

This map shows the estimated underground 
temperatures across the United States, mea­
sured between three and four miles below 
the surface. In order to use a geothermal 
heat pump at home, it's not necessary to dig 
more than a few hundred feet down. These 
types of maps are available from govern­
ment agencies in many parts of the world. U~ 
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Click here: 
For more information about geothermal 
energy, check out the U.S. Department of 

280-Feet-Deep Wells 

Geothexmal Loop 
system Plan 

A Electric Power 
B Fluid Circulation 

Bedrock Heat 
c Bedrock Stored Heat 
D Heat Pump 
E Hot Water Boiler 
F Pool Exchanger 
G Solar Heat 

Circulation 
H Solar Panel 
I Solar Energy 
J Pool I.rater 

Circulation 
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Energy at www1 .eere.energy.gov/ geothermal. 
For consumer resources see geoexcbange.us 
and~. 
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DWELL REPORTS 

Caroma Caravelle 
One-Piece Round Front Plus 
Dual-Flush Toilet 

$500 I Vitreous china bowl and tank I 
Two-button flush I 0.8 o r 1.6 gallons 
per flush I caromausa.com 

Expert Opinion: As an architect, I've 
specified quite a few Caroma toilets, 
and overall I've been happy with them. 
They're pretty efficient, and effective 
as well. I p refer the cleaner look of 
the wal l-mounted models, but they do 
require more work to frame in. The 

floor-mounted ones could look a little 
better in the design department, but 

it's a relatively easy job to tear out 

rone 

your existing toilet and install one, 
so I think Caroma is on the right path. 

What We Think: Of those reviewed, 
the floor-mounted Caravelle most 
resembles an old-school single-flush 
toilet, which could make fi rst -t ime eco­
toilet customers more comfortable 
with taking the dual-flush p lunge. This 
type of toi let-with its push-button 
operation, efficient use of water, and 
simple installation- should represent 
the minimum threshold of sustainabil­

ity met in residential bathrooms today. 

Victorian technology 
has no business being 
the receptacle for your 
business. It's time to 
outmode the common 
commode. 

ourse 
From the gong farmers of Tudor 
England, to the night-soil collectors of 
early 20th-century China, to the porce­
lain gods prayed to daily throughout 
the modern Western world, the indeli­
cate matter of bodily waste disposal 
has been marked by a common 
philosophy: Out of sight, out of mind. 
And in the view of architect, writer, 
and environmental evangelist Jason 
F. Mclennan, that really stinks. 

"For the last 1 00 years, we've 

basically done everything wrong. The 
toilet is simply a receptacle on one 
end of a huge chain of stupidity creat­
ed in a misguided effort to protect the 
public from disease and embarrass­
ment," he explains. "By using water to 
convey waste over long distances 

to industrial treatment facilities, we've 
committed two great environmental 

Story by Michael Grozlk 
Portrait by Andy Reynolds 
Illustrations by Jason Lee 
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sins. One, we've polluted our water 
supply: Huge amounts of energy and 
toxic chemicals are required to make 
it clean again. Two, we've become 
the only species on Earth that disrupts 
nature's nutrient cycle because 
we destroy those found in our waste. 
An entire industry has arisen just to 
replace them." 

Assuming that a dual-flush system 
(which allows users to moderate 
water usage) represents the eco­

toilet baseline, then a waterless, 
nutrient-preserving composting toilet 
is undoubtedly the Holy Grail. It was 
Mclennan's passion for the topic­
and his email handle of "Green 
Warrior"-that led us to enlist his 
expertise in reviewing a variety of 

eco-toilet contenders poised 
to usurp the single-flush throne. 

A Note on Our Expert: 
Jason F. Mclennan is CEO of the 
Cascadia Region Green Building 
Counci l, the Pacific Northwest's lead­
ing organization in the field of sustain­
able development. He's the author 
of the Living Building Challenge- an 
international green building program­
and cocreator of Pharos, an advanced 
building material evaluation system. 
A former principal at BNIM Architects, 
Mclennan is recognized as a leader 

in the green architecture movement 
and has lectured extensively on the 
subject of sustainability throughout 
the United States and Canada. He 
has written three books-including 
the widely read The Philosophy of 
Sustainable Design-and is the found­

er and CEO of Seattle, Washington­
based Ecotone Publishing. u .. 
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DWELL REPORTS 

Clivus Multrum 

Foam-Flush Toilet 

Neo-Metro miniloo 

Compact 
Dual-Flush Toilet 

Sun-Mar 

Self-Contained Compact 

Composting Toilet 

Sancor Envirolet VF 700 

Composting Toilet 

106 July/August 2008 
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$2,500 I Vitreous china bowl and 

water tank I Push-button flush I 
3 ounces per flush I clivusmultrum.com 

Expert Opinion: A foam-flush toilet 

offers the best of both worlds. It uses 

an incredibly small amount of water 

per flush-just enough to get things 

down the drain and to give you that 

reassuring sense that the bowl is get­

t ing a good rinse. Plus, the water nutri­

ent remains part of the composting 

process, so it's actually a beneficial­

rather than a "less bad"-technology. 

$1,210-$1, 794 I Stainless steel or 

white powdercoat finish bowl I 
Two-button flush I 1.0 or 1.6 gallons 

per flush I In-wall flush system sold 

separately I neo-metro.com 

Expert Opinion: There's no excuse 

for a single-flush toilet anymore-as 

with compact fluorescent bulbs, peo­

ple should be using dual-flush toilets 
or nothing. The miniloo is real ly cool 

looking; it has some very nice options. 

From a water-usage standpoint, they 
could've done better. But if its design 

$1,595 I Fiberglass bowl and body I 
Electric composting bio-drum I 
sun-mar.com 

Expert Opinion: Environmentally, 
an all-in-one composting toilet is the 
best option-it's akin to buying an 

electric car instead of a gas-guzzler. 

A composting toilet is completely 
disconnected from the sewage system 

and produces useful nutrients that 

you can spread on your garden. What 

bugs the hell o ut of me, though, is that 

the most sustainable option is often 

$3,999 I Vitreous china bowl I External 

composting unit I Vacuum-assisted 

flush I envirolet.com 

Expert Opinion: This model has 
a nice modern bowl, and if the archi­

tecture allows for it, installing the 
composting unit in a separate location 

is definitely preferable. The vacuum 

function worries me a b it from a main­

tenance perspective, and it requires 

some electricity- albeit not much-

to run. Having a suction hose down 
there makes me nervous, though! 

I think the Clivus Multrum is an excel­

lent option and highly recommend it. 

What We Think: The Clivus Mult rum 

relies upon gravity to transfer three 

ounces of soapy water (and waste) per 

flush to an external composting unit, 

which must be installed downgrade 

from the bowl. Because of this, it's 

best suited for new const ruction rather 

than remodels. Considering that it's 

essentially a souped-up version of 

a standard composting toilet, its looks 

hold up fairly wel l in comparison. 

gets people to transition from a single 

flush to a dual, then it's succeeded on 

a certain level. 

What We Think: Dual-flush toilets 

have long been the norm in Europe, 

but only recent ly have viable options 

been available to customers in the 

United States. Of these, the Neo-Metro 

line is easily o ne of the most attractive. 
Though a stainless steel p rison toilet 

is rumored to have helped tank Brad 

and Jen's marriage, we f ind the mini­
Loo's cell-block austerity appealing. 

the least attractive, and that's a huge 

barrier to public acceptance. We really 

need Apple to redesign things like this. 

What We Think: We agree that the 
Sun-Mar isn't exactly sexy-and that 
better industrial design would lead to 

. more w idespread adoption- b ut we 
probably shouldn't expect the release 

of an iPoo anytime soon. However, 

as far as self-contained composting 

toilets go, this one is considerably 

smaller and more inviting than other 
clunky behemoths now on the market. 

What We Think: The Envirolet line­

which allows for the composting 

unit to be installed in the wall behind 

the bowl or in the floor beneath it­

offers a more streamlined and 
approachable toilet than its bulkier 

all-in-one cousins. Dual-intake fans 

draw down odors while simultaneously 

increasing aeration, evaporation, 

and microbic activity, resulting in more 

effective composting. Unfortunately, 

these features come at a price that 

many might find hard to stomach. mo 
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AMERICAN CLAY 

Naturally Beautiful ~~lJ.§~ 

MARITTIMO SE RI ES ••• • • 

Transform interior surfaces with the original earth plaster by American Clay, nature's own substitute for cement. gypsum or acrylic 

plasters. Made from a unique combination of clay, aggregates and natural pigments, it imparts t angible be;iuty and superior durability 

to interior environments of any style. Na med a Top 50 Green Company in Inc. Magazine and awarded Outstanding New 'Green' Product 

honors by the National Association of Home Builders. American Clay nurtures as beautifully as it shelters. 

For samples call 866-404.1634 or visit 

AMERICANCLAY.COM 
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Story by Geoff Manaugh 
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: 

Within ten years the arches of railway 
viaducts passing t hrough t he London 

borough of Southwark could be cov­
ered in greenery-and not because 

they've been abandoned. It's equally 

possible that Southwark's streetscapes 

could be partially gardened and pedes­
trianized, with elementary schools 

spil ling out into former traffic lanes. 

Or perhaps the viad ucts w ill remain as 
they are-but every road leading away 

from Southwark's Borough Market 

wil l b e relined with small parks. What 

is clear is that the landscape will drasti­

cally change, b ut what exactly it will 

become, we don't yet know. That's the 
strategic beauty of the Bankside Urban 

Forest project by London architects 
Witherford Watson Mann (WWM). 

W hen WWM beat out star-studd ed 

fi rm Herzog +de Meuron to design 

a series of new public landscapes, 

extending right up to the doorstep 
of Herzog + de Meuro n's own Tate 

Modern, it was hard not to wonder if a 
mistake had been made. But Stephen 

Witherford, Christopher Watson, and 
William Mann of WWM have devised 

an ingenious approach to the future of 

public space in London. Their Bankside 

Urban Forest project, which W itherford 

says is now "moving from a frame­
work agreed upon by the client group 

to t he implementatio n of specifi c 

project s," is a model of community 

engagement throug h design. 

Southwark is a "very fragmented" 

borough, the architects explain, 
just sout h of the Thames, at the foot 

of London Bridge. Witherford, an 
articulate and convincing advocate 

of the pl an, describes how the archi­
tects hired an oral historian from 

the London School of Economics t o 11• 

A watercolor map (top) shows how the 
London borough of Southwark might 
change, given the Urban Forest's implemen­
tation. A viaduct is transformed (bottom). 
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an eco·lriendly water-saving 
1.5 gpm How rate aeralnr faucet 

touch21 
by Clodagh Signature -

one of the world's leading innovative 
architectural and interior design studios 
renowned for creating environments that 

celebrate the ·experience cl living·· 
by embracing lhe environmenl. 
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record extensive interviews with locals 

to gain a sense for what residents 
most liked, d isliked, and hoped for in 

their struggling borough. WWM then 

hired a p hotographer, not to docu­
ment the architects' vision of the 

neighborhood, but to take photos of 

what the residents most loved about 

the area. Finally, they brought on a 
writer to help congeal these disparate 

b its of social data into a narrative essay, 

to which the team could refer during 

the actual process of design. 

The Urban Forest, then, is as much 

about social geography as it is about 

landscape architecture; it is about the 
ways in which a community can inhabit 

the modern city. Indeed, a g reat deal 
of the f inal desig n framework simply 

came from locating the spatial bounds 
of the project, finding Southwark's " in­

terior" as well as its "edges." According 

Redcross Way (top) could be reclaimed as 
a community piazza, allowing children from 
the nearby Cathedral school to play safely 
in a space defined by ornamental fruit trees. 
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to WWM, much of this comes straight 

from London history: In the firm's own 
documentation, the architects note that 

"centuries of overlapping develop­

ment patterns" have produced "active 
edges" that both surround and cut off 

the people of Southwark. This leaves 

a commercially and culturally isolated 

interior, unexposed to the rest of 
the city. Witherford dubs t hese inter­

nal margins "buried communities." 

The architects then identified 
"streams," "rides," and "clearings," 

which are not literal landscapes but 

metaphors- like the "forest" of the 

project's t itle-implying specific types 

of land use. Streams are meandering 
north-south routes that connect the 
dist rict to the river; rides are east-west 

roads of high commercial activity pass­

ing through to other boroughs; and 

clearings are sites of p ublic gathering, 

The car-heavy expanse of Southwark Bridge 
Road is reimagined as a partially forested 
"grove" (center), using plane trees, oak 
benches, and new, more textured paving. 

Bankside Urban Forest 
could be thought of as 
a kind of landscape 
tailoring: stitching the 
local community back 
together and uniting it 
with the rest of the city 
through the design of 
more habitable spaces 
and streets. 

such as the Southwark Cathedral, 

Tate Modern, Borough Market, and 
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre. 

The ultimate goal of the Bankside 

Urban Forest is to reconnect the 
clearings, revital izing the borough's 

ailing interior through community­

driven and resident-defined projects. 

These co•uld be gardens, microparks, 
pedestria n-friendly streets, or simply 

new spaces for restaurants, pubs, and 

cafes. 'There's not a specific sequence 

of what nappens in what order," 

Witherford notes. Al l that is certain is 

that the Forest wi ll unfold over the 

course of eight years, and that its de­

sign guidelines will be upheld through 
coordination with project officers. It's 

a thoughtful and wonderful ly subtle 
reshaping of an underappreciated dis­
trict, avoi·ding the grandiose mistakes 

of other urban master plans. l lU 
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We• Haertling 

--
_ , 

Story by Mimi Zeiger 
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Joel Haertling, son and de facto 

archivist of the late architect Charles 
A. Haertling, faxed over a single page 
written by his father. Titled ''Thoughts 
on Architecture," it's a blurry, typewrit­
ten list. Charles Haertling succumbed 
to a brain tumor in 1984, but the text is 
immediate and cuts across the years: 
21 enumerated glimpses into acre­
ative mind. Someone has circled point 
number 14: "Design is always a tortu­
ous, grueling, almost maddening, 
though heavenly sweet, task." The line 
is as familiar as it is revealing. Look at 

Haertling's houses with their radical ly 
p itched roofs, daring cantilevers, and 
mushrooming facades-products of a 
career spent building in the Boulder, 

Colorado, area-and you can see both 
his p leasure and his pain. 

Haertling's work might be catego­

rized as "organic architecture," a genre 

that draws inspiration from natural 
forms and materials, interpreting 
leaves, trees, and rocky outcroppings 
in wood, glass, and stone. Frank Lloyd 
Wright and Bruce Goff are the best­
known practitioners of the style and 
their influence on Haertling is clear. 
"You could hardly grow up in America 
and not be influenced by Wright," 
explains his widow, Viola Haertling. 
But w ith the exception of an afternoon 
spent visiting with Goff on a family trip 
to Missouri, he never studied with the 
masters. His development was icono­

clastic-a reaction to the Colorado 
environment and an expression of 
futuristic ideals. 

Fresh out of Washington University, 
Haertling arrived in Boulder in 1953 
and began teaching at the University 
of Colorado, where he also worked as 
a designer for architect Jim Hunter~ 

Organic architecture typically draws from 
earthly sources. With the Brenton House 
(1969), Haertling looked to the sky, creating 
cloudlike forms out of polyurethane foam. 
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Set on a steep site, the shipshape Volsky 
House (top) in west Boulder juts out 
over the landscape, taking advantage of 
its 360-degree view of t he surrounding 

114 July/August 2008 

mountains and plains. In contrast, the 
house's interiors (bottom) look inward. 
Petal-like volumes ring a circular plan, 
and at its center, an interior garden brings 

and protege of Marcel Breuer Tician 

Papachristou. It is difficult to pinpoint 
when Haertling began his formal ex­

perimentation. W hen he received his 

degree in 1952, architecture training 

fo llowed modernist credos: flat roofs, 

glass facades, and boxy volumes. By 

the t ime he built the Noble House in 

1958, an early commission for his solo 
office, the signature elements were 

already in place. Described as a "wig­

wam" by Haertling, each of the two 

octagonal folded roofs are topped 

by a metal spike. As t he eaves lift, the 

interior is flooded w ith light. Though 

the project was published in the Italian 

architecture magazine Casabella, the 
Denver Post headline is telling: "Space 

Craft Home Draws Traffic in Boulder." 

As Haertling's designs became more 
complex, his career was peppered 

with equal parts praise and controversy. 

Located in west Boulder, the Volsky 

House (1964), a family home for psy­

chology professor Theodore Volsky, 
was o rganized around a circular floor 

plan; the bedrooms and the kitchen 

radiate oUJt from an interior garden. 

The prow-like living room offers 

a panoramic 360-degree view of the 

mountains on one side and the p lains 

on the other. During const ruction, 
outraged neighbors circulated a peti­

tion against its odd profile. 

It took a special client to brush 

aside not-in-my-backyard judgment 
and invest in a chancy Haertling 
design. The architect would interview 

potential clients at length before 

accepting a commission, occasionally 
sending them on to more conservative 

firms. "He was the only one in town 
who was doing experimental t hings, 

and we knew we didn't want a ranch 
house," says Kenneth Kahn, who still 

lives in his Haertling-designed home. 

A doctor engaged in innovative 
research, Kahn wanted an equally 

forward-th inking architect, so he hired 

Haertling to build a house for his fam­

ily along a steep road overlooking 

Boulder. The t imber, stucco, and g lass 

design cantilevers over the hil lside. 
"The main t hing is t he view," explains 

Diana Kahn. "Chuck liked the idea of 
it blending with the outside. The ledge 

is straw-colored and so is the living Iii" 

light and greenery to the ground floor. 
Despite opposition from more traditional­
leaning neighbors, Haertling and t he 
Volskys persevered with the original design. 
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room, so the exterior flows in. We 
didn't call it 'organic' in those days­
in 1969 there was no such word-but 
it incorporates the surroundings." 

Haertling completed only a handful 
of nonresidential buildings in his ca­
reer, including the Boulder Eye Clinic 
( 1968) and, notably, the Flying Nun­
like St. Stephen's Church (1964) in 
Northglenn, a Denver suburb. (Based 
around a catenary arch, the church's 
concrete roof structure has a diagonal 
span of 155 feet.) Yet the bubbly 
Brenton House in Boulder ( 1969) is 
perhaps the architect's best-known 

design. There, Haertling sprayed poly­
urethane foam over rebar formwork 
to create five pods that simultaneously 

resemble mushrooms and clouds. 
Though the "wacky" house 

brought national attention to his 
work, Haertling's legacy is more 

The Brenton House (top) is Haertling's most 
famous work. Kenneth and Diana Kahn hired 
Haertling to create a house (bottom) that 
would integrate into the landscape. 

understated: He served on Boulder's 
city counci l from 1967 to 1973, as 
deputy mayor in 1970 and 1971, and 
on the landmarks board in the early 
1980s. He presaged some of the 
downsides of rampant development: 
As a councilman he expressed his 
environmental interests as resolutions 
to preserve historic Boulder (which 
led to t he establishment of the open­
air Pearl St reet Mall), restrict building 
heights, and maintain a green belt 
around the city, which today buffers 
Boulder against encroaching sprawl. 
"The architect must lead the way of 

the daring" reads the second point of 
Haertling's "Thoughts on Architecture." 
Though the dictum clearly applies 

to his organic structures, it is also an 
expression of his political vision, one 
that Haertling wove into his houses 
and Boulder's urban fabric. I•" 

The living and dining rooms cantilever out 
over the slope; straw-colored eaves and 
ledges match the interior paint, emphasizing 
the flow between inside and outside. 
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Though Haertling-in the Volsky living room 
(top)-faced criticism for his far-out designs, 
his residential interiors are human-scaled 
and warm. More than aesthetic embellish-
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ment, the odd forms protruding from the 
side of the Boulder Eye Clinic (bottom) 
actually have a purpose: Eye charts for 
exams hang at the far end of each alcove. 

1. In 1952 Haertling met Viola Brase, 

his future wife, in the basement of 

Grace Lutheran Church. A religious 

man, he was proud to remodel the 
church sanctuary 18 years later. 

2. Handsome and boyish, Haertling 

was often mistaken for Marlon Brando. 

3. A terrible storm struck while the 

Noble House (1958) was under con­

struction. A city council member took 

one loolk at its tilted walls and hur­

riedly called Haertling to (mistakenly) 

report that the house had collapsed. 

4. Haertling was constantly designing, 
even when out to dinner with the 

family. At the Pizza Oven he would 

sketch little details from the room 

on a napkin, then challenge his kids to 

locate them before the pizza arrived. 

5. One of the neighbors who peti­

tioned against the "sheer grossness" 
of the space-agey Volsky House 

(1964) was George Gamow, the physi­

cist and cosmologist who helped 

develop the Big Bang theory. 

6. A 1966 issue of Life magazine fea­
tured an "Ideas in Houses" spread on 

the Volsky House, while the National 
Enquirer highlighted the Brenton 
House in its "Weird Houses" column. 

7. The Brenton House appears briefly 
in Woody Allen's 1973 film Sleeper. 

8. Haertling got his preteen sons 
to climb the Brenton House's jungle 

gym-like rebar and hold non-tear 
paper in place as foam was blown 

on the surface. 

9. After the Wilson House (1968) 

caught fire in 1972, it was abandoned 
by its owners. Six months later 

Haertling moved his family in and 
set about on its restoration. Viola 

Haertling still lives in the house. 

10. Barbara Brenton, a piano teacher, 
still lives in her Haertling-designed 

home. Her curved, acoustically sweet 

living room has hosted a number of 

celebrity musicians in concert. II 
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"This isn't a question of cost: It's a 
question of design. Design is how you 
solve the climate-change problem." 

Ed Mazria 

I 

Story by Geoff M anaugh 

120 July/August 2008 

Ed Mazria has set himself a daunting task: 
to make the world's building stock carbon­
neutral by 2030. Mazria's architectural 
designs, including t he Genoveva Chavez 

Community Center(bottom left), his private 
residence (top right), a nd the Rio Grande 
Botanic Garden Conservatory (bottom right), 
exemplify his quest for sustainability. 
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CONVERSATION 

In less than six years, Ed Mazria and 

his nonprofit group, Architecture 

2030, based in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

have leapt to the forefront of conversa­
tions about the role of buildings in 

global climate change. They got there 

simply by pointing out that the built 
environment has a disproportionate 

effect on the burning of fossil fuels. 

Making the world's new building 

stock carbon neutral within two 

decades is the challenge issued by 

Architecture 2030. In fact, Mazria has 

made it clear that seemingly minor 

design decisions, multiplied by tens 
of millions of buildings worldwide­

from single-family homes to college 

dorms to high-rise office towers-can 

help reduce global energy use to a 

shocking extent. Reorienting a building 
in relation to the sun not only can 

trim home energy bills but can keep 
tons of carbon dioxide out of the 

atmosphere. After all, if a well-placed 

window means you don't need air­

conditioning, then your local power 

plant doesn't have to burn coal to 
keep the juice flowing. 

Here, Mazria explains what the 

climate-change debate all comes 

down to-giving us some hints for 

what's next in sustainable design. 
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How did Architecture 2030 begin? 
Well, Architecture 2030 actually came 

out of a lecture I gave in 2002. I was 

looking back at work I d id in the '?Os 

and '80s, when I first began to research 

issues of populat ion, the environment, 

and pollution. Almost by accid ent, 

I learned about the increase in C02 

emissions. After that lecture, with 

cl imate change becoming a little more 

mainstream, I decided to look into how 
we, as architects, cont ribute to cl imate 

change. That was how I discovered 

that the building sector is the major 

cont ributing factor in C02 emissions­

and, therefore, a driving force in the 
effort to stop climate change. 

We then published our research, 

and we began getting lots of questions 
from people who wanted to know 

more-so we did more research, which 
led to more information and more 

questions. Then we formed Architec­

ture 2030, a nonprofit research orga­
nizat ion that looks into the connection 

between climate change and the 

building sector, coming up with ways 

to solve the p rob lem. The more we 

d iscovered, the more we understood 
that architects are both major contribu­

tors to global warming and major 
parts of the solution. 

How does architectural design 
have such a huge impact on the 

Earth's atmosphere? 
The climate-change p roblem is really 

an energy problem. There are two 

sides to energy: There's supply and 
there's demand. Architecture 2030 

began looking at both of those sides. 

Architecture 2030-compliant: Kubala Wash· 
atko Architects' Aldo Leopold Legacy Center 
(bottom left) and Mazria's wing for the 
University of New Mexico law school (top left). 

On the supply side we d iscovered that 
there is indeed a si lver bullet for the 

cl imate-cnange problem, and tnat's 
stopping coal. If we do that, we basically 

solve the climate-change problem. But 

the other side of the coin is the building 
sector: We are the demand side of 

the coal problem. Because the building 

sector is tne major energy-consuming 

sector, it's where we need to make 

the most gains. 

The other two energy-consuming 
sectors-transportation and industry­

are, in essence, being addressed, and 
that's because they're dependent on 

oil and gas. Global o il is peaking right 

now, and we're moving closer to the 

peak of natural gas-so we're produc­

ing less, and the price is going way 
up. That means we're now turning to 
other types of fuel. But that's also why 

coal is such a big issue: There's plenty 
of coal left to burn, and the building 

sector is really the driving force behind 
coal. Seventy-six percent of all the 

electricity generated by coal plants in 
the United States goes j ust to operate 

buildings! That's the demand that 

p ushes the use of that fuel. 

You've been quite successful getting 
Architecture 2030's message out 

among students, using the Web and 

organizing teach-ins. But how do 
you get this message out to builders, 

developers, and architects? 
O ur strategy is really to look for lever­

age points within the entire build ing 

sector, places where we can make the 
greatest amount of change. For exam­

p le, our initiatives include supplying 11• 

Sol y Sombra (top right) is the former 
home of painter Georgia O'Keeffe. Mazria's 
additions to the site include a passive solar 
greenhouse and wildlife habitat. 
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information to d ifferent legislative 

groups and professional organizations 

to help shape legislation. This informa­
t ion helps with building codes and with 

g iving incentives to the building sec­

tor to reduce energy consumption and 
greenhouse-gas emissions through 

sustainable design. 

Now the California Energy 

Commission has adopted t he 2030 

targets-and wi ll update Title 24-and 
they've even gone one step beyond 

for residentia l buildings: going carbon 
neutral by 2020. In fact, they call it 

"net zero," not carbon neutral, but it's 

essentially the same. The first city 

in the United States to put the 2030 

Challenge into code was Santa 

Barbara: You can't build a build ing in 
Santa Barbara unless you meet the 
2030 codes. Just recently, too, the na­

t ional energy bill called for all federal 

buildings to meet the 2030 Challenge 
targets. The American Institute of 

Architects, as a professional organiza­

tion, is pushing aggressively for its 

members to adopt it, and many firms 

now are. So we are getting the infor­
mation out to those people. 

Humans have been constructing 

buildings for thousands of years. 

How is it that architecture is now so 
dependent on fossil fuels? 

Once you were able to overcome the 

local climate through an infus ion of 
fossi l fuels, you could d ivorce form, 

function, and materials from the natural 

environment. You could then create 

any form you wanted, no matter how 

it might relate to the environment, and 

The Beddington Zero Energy Development, 
or BedZED (top), by London's Bill Dunster 
Architects, exceeds Architecture 2030's tar­
gets, using solar energy and roof gardens. 
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just cl imate-control it using fossil fuels. 

The iconic example of this is Philip 
Johnson's Glass House in New Canaan, 

Connecticut: You've got 360 degrees 

of glass, and you're supposed to be 

in nature. Sure, you're in nature­

visually-but you need a huge amount 
of energy to maintain that place. Glass 

walls claim to integrate nature and 

architecture, but in many cases they 

represent the d ivorce. 

So we have to look at how archi­

tectural design interacts w ith the 

climate and how we can apply new 

information, new materials, and new 

tools to that process. In the modern 

era, we look at science and technol­

ogy to solve problems, but design is 
treated more like the packaging of 

science and technology. Prior to this, 

they were one: You basically designed 

a technology. But when you design a 

building, it's not just to house technol­

ogy or to slap technology onto it; the 
design becomes the technology. The 

buildings w ill actually be the systems 

themselves, operating in the natural 
environment, able to climate-control 

themselves through their interact ion 
with the environment. Now we just 

slap new technologies onto buildings. 

This is what we call a "whole-building 

design" approach. All of these things 

can come together at the very begin­

ning of the design process. It's inter­
esting that the advent of fossi l fuels 

sort of disintegrated the architectural 
discipline from engineering and 

understanding how systems work into 
a series of individual ski lls that now 

have to be reconnected. 

You could say that architecture 

went from being something of 
a science to being a form of artistic 

self-expressio n. 
That's right. We need to reintegrate 

the technologies and the knowledge 

that we already have back into the 
design process. 

The other question that everyone 
asks is: If we're literally going to 

rebuild the w orld, how much is it 

going to cost? 

We heard that exact same question 

back in 1973! But making o ur buildings 

The fully solar-powered Hawaii Gateway 
Energy Center (right), by architects Ferraro 
Choi and Associates, Ltd., complies with 
Architecture 2030's green challenge. 

more efficient won't wreck the econo­

my. This isn't a question of cost: It's a 

question of design. Design is how you 
solve the climate-change problem. It's 

ingenuity and creativity. 

Because if you're talking about how a 

building interacts with the environment, 
and if you're talking about designing 

with the environment, then you're talk­
ing about cost -saving options. That 

can be how you site t he building, the 

shape of the b uilding, the color, where 
you locate your w indows, how much 

insulat ion you use, what your interior 

finishes are like, if there's natural 

venti lation-all those factors affect the 

energy consumption of t he individual 

building. Then you can talk about the 

build ing in re lation to its community­
and that's where planning comes in. 

If you plan a pedestrian-oriented 

community, rather than a community 

that's based on sprawl, you cut down 

on vehicle miles traveled. These are 

just basic design questions, and they 

don't cost anything extra. They don't 

add to the cost of the build ing- in fact, 
they cut costs down. And that is the 

best way for architects to help address 
the issue of climate change. 1111 
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Nanimarquina- In 1987, Barcelona-based designer Nani Marquina 
established a textile and rug design studio. Since 1993, the company's 
designs have been manufactured in northern India. Marquina has 
devoted her career to promoting sustainable ethics in production. 
Her definition of "sustainable" applies both to materials (her rugs 
are mostly biodegradable, and one, Bicideta, is made from recycled 
bike inner tubes) and to fair labor and trade practices. In 2006, 

Nanimarquina introduced Little Field of Flowers, the first rug by 
Netherlands-born, England-trained, France-based Tord Boontje. 

Little Field of Flowers 

Story by Virginia Gardiner 
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A technician from SPN Carpets, on the 
outskirts of Delhi, holds up a flower (right) 
as it's tucked into the loom. The completed 
rug (left) is wi ldly textured with blossoms. 
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Sketching 
Little Field of Flowers was first con­

ceived in 2005, when, in the cyclical 

course of design trends, flowery was 
at the height of fashionability .. Nani 

Marquina says, "We thought it would 

be nice to work with a designer 

who excels in floral creations, so we 

contacted Tord Boontje and asked 

him to send us a proposal." (In 2002, 

Prototyping 

"We ordered the first prototypes in an 

embossed pattern," explains Marquina, 

who works w ith several Indian manu­
facturing facilit ies. The Nanimarquina 

team instructed the manufacturers 
to use a traditional rug-making tech­

nique cal led hand-knotting to trans­

form Boontje's iconic graphics into 

re lief patterned rug samples. 

Above: The Boontje studio provided no 
instructions for their design but rather 
illustrations that conveyed the nature of a 
pattern for the rug producers to interpret. 
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' Boontje had re leased his signature 

Garland lampshade, a paper-thin sheet 

of metal etched with pastoral outlines 
that the consumer pops out and forms 

around a naked bulb.) 
Boontje's studio respo nded to 

Nanimarquina's request with an array 

of characteristic drawings- ornate 

winding patterns of flowers, leaves, 

branches, deer, birds, horses, and 

In weaving there is a warp and a 

weft. The weft threads weave over 

and under the tensioned warp threads, 
row after row, to create a surface. 

When hand-knotting woven carpets, 
the technicians tie knots to the warp 
threads and use a tufting gun to 

secure them in a rapid pulling motion. 
The resulting samples showed 

Boontje's patterns through changes in 

dragons-that looked like graphic 

updates of medieval tapestries. 

Nanimarquina's Catalonian production 
team envisioned the designs as 

modern-day textured patterns on 
woven surfaces. 

surface level, but Boontje didn't like 

them. "We then understood that he 
needed more levels of texture, super­

imposition, and movement," Marquina 

says,"so we had to alter our manufac­
turing technique. Our solution was to 

make the flower shapes by d ie-cutting 

felt and placing the pieces into a thick 
woolen carpet, all in one shade." II•· 

Below: The first prototype was a more 
traditional knotted rug, b'Ut Boontje wasn't 
p leased. His response spurred innovation 
that led to die-cut flowers in wool felt. 
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Die Cutting 
As Boontje's signature style is often 

associated with cutouts, Marquina's 
solution was a good fit. Sheets of felt 

from Rajasthan go into a die cutter, 

which is essentially a combination of 
a waffle iron and a cookie cutter. An 

iron press cuts outl ines into shapes. 
Using Boontje's designs, the team at 

Nanimarquina created six flower com-

Weaving 
Depending on the size of the rug­

they come in three sizes- one or two 

technicians at SPN operate the loom, 

which involves painstaking manual 
labor. "Every two or three lines," 

Marquina explains, "we insert a pair 
of die-cut flowers. They are fixed 

through a wool thread that is woven 

between the flowers and the base." 

Above: The dies cut a specific recipe of 
f lower patterns, derived and simplified from 
Boontje's intricate d rawings and color coded 
to ensure varied placement. 
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bi nations for the process, connecting 

a large blossom to a small one with a 

narrow stem that is then attached to 

the rug. The team had to simplify some 

of the flowers' intricacies to keep the 
corners clean and resilient. 

Die cutting takes place at SPN 

Carpets in Panipat, an industrial town 

and weaving hub on the massive 
outskirts of Delhi. "We outsource the 

The technicians follow an intricate 

pattern, much like in knitting, which 

graphically conveys the intended 
location of each distinct flower pairing. 

They can produce one rug in a seven­
hour workday. 

"It wasn't easy," Marquina remem­

bers, "to find manufacturers wil ling to 
take on this project- it's q uite complex." 

M ittal was more than willing. "I really 

die- there are lots of die manufacturers 

in Delhi," says Tony Mittal, the factory 

owner. "The machine is about the size 

of a washing machine. After we press 

the flowers, we remove them from 
the machine by hand. Occasionally we 

find that the edges are no longer crisp, 

at which point we replace the die." 

enjoy working with Nanimarquina," he 

says. "Every time they give me d ifferent 

kinds of designs to make, and I like the 
chal lenge. We feel proud." Mii 

Below: In a full day of meticulous and patient 
handwork, a couple of ski I led workers put it 
all together. The completed rug is then ready 
for shipping. 

Dwell 

r I 





AIA Architects stand ready to provide the sustainable design 

solutions that can make homes healthier and happier. 

Helping us all to save the environment, save energy, 

The next step is up to you. 
save money, and discover solutions that make sense for your life. 

We can help you navigate the possibilities and work together 

to take the next steps toward a more sustainable future. 

Architects leading the Sustainable f volutionsM 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCIDTECTS 

Join us and together we can walk toward a more sustainable future. 

Visit www.aia.org/walkthewalk today. 
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Historians view timelines with some 
suspicion: They tend to flatten things 
out, equalize dissimilar categories, 
create arbitrary starting points, and 
imply a false sense that history is, 
with apologies to Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, just "one damn thing after 
another." In short, timelines aspire to 
tidiness whereas history (as every­
body knows) tends in actuality to be 
very, very messy. 

We tried to get around these pitfalls 
by imagining "sustainability" not as a 
sequence of events-or how we got 
from point A to point B-but as the 
story of the pressure applied by hu­
man populations on the environment. 
The more people, the more pressure, 
and the more pressure, the greater 
the likelihood of both the break­
throughs and breakdowns that popu­
late the page. 



WORLD POPULATION: 1 BILLION 
POPllL4TION 

OUR SOLAR SYSTEM WAS 
INCORPORATED 4 6 BILLION 
Y l:ARS AGO AND HAS 
BDIAVED ADHIRABLY SINCE 
THAT TIMI: nu: SOLAR 
INDUSTRY nu: SUN HAS 

BED/ A RELIABLE SOUR E 
OF HEAT AND LIGIIT 
THE GEOTI!ERMAL INDUSTRY 

THE YOUNG EAR11I WAS 
VERY HOT AND STEAMY , 
AND THE HYDROEJ.ECTRIC 
rrmUSTRY wrm THE 
COOLING OF mE PLANET 

CAME RAIN, LICHlllING 
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PEOPLE ON THE PLANET 
BY THE TIME THE BUDDHA 
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IT HAD DOUBLED A AIN 
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KINGDOM OF GOD OUR 
NUMBERS AS THE THEO 
LOGIAN CUM DEMOGRAPHER 
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IN GEOMETRIC , NOT 
ARITIIMETlC , PROGRESSION 
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THE CREA IION OF AN 
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THE DEC1\lJ1:S FOLi OWING 
1770 . THI S ENTAILlD rm. 
5\°STHV1T1C llURNIN<; 
OF FOSSIL rU£Ls 11.RST 
WOOD, THEN COAL THEN 
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TO POWER THE NEW FACTORY 
SYSTJ:M A PROCESS THAT 
BIOLOGIST JANINE BF.NYUS 
REDUCED TO nn: roRMULA 
OF l!EAT BEAT AND 
TREAT FROl4 Till: ONSET 
OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVO 
LUTION WHEN MALTIIUS 
WROTE HIS ESSAY N 
THE PRINCIPLE OF POPU 
LATION IT TOOK US 
ONLY l2J YEARS TO ADD 
A BILLION HUNGRY PtOPLE , 

4 YEARS TO ADD nu 
NEXT BILLION, n!EN 23 , 
THEN 12 THINGS ARf. 
HEATING UP 
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OF OIL EXTRACTION 
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tocol on Climate Change (enacted February 2005); U.S., 
ntributor to greenhouse emissions, declines to ratify 

Eco-City Movement: Vaxjo, Sweden; Hammarby Sjostad, Sweden; 
Guangdong, Dongtan, China 

Smith & Fong introduce Plyboo floor covering 

Pearce Partnership, Eastgate, Harare, Zimbabwe: biomimetic 
design, inspired by African termite mounds 

Foster & Partners, Commerzbank Headquarters, Frankfurt, 
Germany: world's first ecological megatower 

LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) standard 
created to promote green building practices 

First fleet of Zipcars deployed in Boston 
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Although we've been fouling our 
planetary nest for centuries, our 
collective environmental conscious­
ness has kicked in only recently and, 
as the compression of data on our 
timeline suggests, environmental 
activism has accelerated in response. 
There were more green laws passed, 
green treaties enacted, green build­
ings built, and green products pro­
duced in the last year than in the prior 
decade, more in the prior decade 
than in the prior century, and so on. 
That's the good news. 

The bad news has to do with the 
ever-increasing magnitude of the 
challenges we currently face and our 
complete ignorance as to the time we 
have left to meet them. We know that 
the universe started with a bang. Con­
trary to T.S. Eliot, our job is to ensure 
that it does not end with a whimper. 
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PROJECT: THE BLUE HOUSE 
AJICIITECT: PIETER WEIJNEN, FARO ARCHITECTEN 
LOCATION: AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS 

Pieter Weijnen's brand of 
maritime modernism brings a 
touch of magic to Amsterdam's 
Steigereiland, where the archi­
tect built his family's home. 
Inhabiting one of the develop­
ment's narrow plots, the house 
harkens back to the area's 
nautical roots with a suspended 
shiplike story, visible from 
the street. 

STORY BY JAME SZITA 
PHOTOS BY HEltTllA HURNAUS 
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Architect Pieter Weijnen's tall, skinny blue house 
stands on Steigereiland, one of seven artificial 
islands dredged from Amsterdam's IJ Lake in IJburg, 
the city's most recent urban expansion plan. The 
house is not much older than the ground it's built 
upon and is surrounded by deep-blue waters and 
a dizzying range of forms, finishes, and hues-just 
minutes away from the historic city center. 

Weijnen secured one of IJburg's coveted "private 
plots" (parcels of land with fewer imposed aesthetic 
regulations) and built an appropriately whimsical 
structure for his family. "When I meet someone new 
to the area," he says, "they say, 'Oh, you live in that 
blue house with the fairytale boat in it.' It's become 
a local landmark." 

The "fairytale boat," so visible from the outside, 
is also the first thing you see upon entering the 
house. Suspended above the ground floor, the enig­
matic, scaly, blue-green mass hovers, just as likely 
the belly of a sea dragon as the hull of some fantasy 
ship. From below, the color and texture of the copper 
plates, with their beautiful verdigris, form a sculp­
tural centerpiece for the house, articulating and 
enhancing the vertical thrust of the space rather 
than interrupting it. 

"We always intended to have the kitchen at street 
level and the living room above it," says Weijnen, 
explaining how "the ship" evolved. "So I decided to 
suspend the living room on a platform 13 feet from 
the floor.As it's so visible, the platform needed to 
have an interesting shape.A friend of mine who 
builds yachts designed a hull-like structure for it, 
and we finished it off with recycled copper from 
a church roof, cut into plates." 

Weijnen and his wife, Renske, and their two chil­
dren, Puck (eight) and Finn (five), lived in a loft on 
an older island in Amsterdam's docklands before 
moving to Steigereiland, and they wanted to create a 
similar feeling in their new home. "Given the size 11 .. 

AT NIGHT, THE BLUE 
HOUSE ' S "FAIRYTALE 
BOAT" CAN BE SEEN 
THROUGH THE GLASS 
FACADE THAT STRETCHES 
TO ALMOST HALF THE 
HEIGHT OF THE HOUSE 
(OPPOSITE). THE 
MASSIVE DIAGONAL BEAM 
BEHIND THE WINDOW IS 
OVER 100 YEARS OLD; 
A PAIR Of BEAMS ACT 
AS SUBSTITUTES FOR 
SUPPORTING WALLS . THE 
TERRACE CONCEALS A 
LARGE RAINWATER TANK 
AND AN AIR-COOLING 
SYSTEM . THE "FLOAT· 
ING" STAIRCASE (LEFT) 
IS ACTUALLY SUPPORTED 
BY STEEL RODS HIDDEN 
WITHIN EACH STEP . 
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THE SUSPENDED LIVING 
ROOM ' S SCALY BELLY 
(OPPOSITE) DOESN' T 
DETRACT FROM THE UNFUSSY 
KITCHEN AND DINING AREA. 
A RECYCLED BERLAGE-ERA 
TABLE BASE (WITH A 
NEW TABLETOP), A DEEP­
BLUE LAMP , AND ARPER 
CHAIRS ADD TO THE 
MARITIME FEEL OF THE 
HOUSE. CERAMIC FLOORS 
WITH RADIANT HEATING 
AND COZY WALL SCONCES 
(RIGHT) TOP OFF THE 
DISTINCTIVE APPEARANCE, 
SMELL, AND SOUND. 6 

Dwell 

of the plot, the only way to do that was to create 
a kind of vertical loft," says Weijnen. Omitting the 
second floor created a soaring, 24-foot-tall space 
stretching between ground level and the third floor 
in the 2,228-square-foot home. In place of support­
ing walls, two monumental beams of salvaged 
tropical hardwood (originally used as mooring posts 
near Amsterdam's Central Station a century ago) 
serve as diagonal braces. 

"The beams weigh a ton each," says Weijnen. 
"They're so hard that cutting them destroyed several 
chainsaw blades." The giant weathered braces are 
mounted on concrete blocks set with shells, the idea 
of the project builder, Jasper Kerkhofs. "He was a 
great person to work with," says Weijnen. "He inter­
preted my drawings brilliantly and was constantly 
thinking along with us." The team used recycled 
materials throughout the house, which the architect 
intended as "an experiment in sustainability." 

I· 

r 

"As an architect, you can have a big influence," 
Weijnen says. "In the Netherlands, builders, archi­
tects, and developers are all waiting for each other, 
happy to stick to the legal minimum requirements 
for new buildings. So I think we just have to get on 
and do it." Accordingly, Faro Architecten, the firm 
Weijnen cofounded and which currently employs 
a staff of 38 on a range of large-scale projects, 
"now tends to build in sustainability," he explains. 
"But with developers, I don't talk about things 
like climate change. I talk about added value and 
better sales instead." 

The Blue House, which Weijnen describes as 
"a learning process" in sustainable building, uses 
half of the energy normally used by a new house 
of the same size. On the roof terrace, where sev­
eral apple trees (a gift from a local farmer) are 
growing, a double-pipe solar water heater uses hot 
wastewater to help heat clean water. Under the •1• 
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THE HANGING LIVING ROOM 
GAINS GREATER PRIVACY 
VIA A GAUZY CURTAIN 
WALL (TOP LEFT), AND 
THE CONCRETE BASES Of 
THE MOORING POSTS 
(TOP RIGHT ) ARE DECO­
RATED WITII SEASHELLS. 
WEIJNEN' S OFFICE ADJOINS 
THE LIVING ROOM ( LEFT) , 
AN OPEN AREA FURNISHED 
WITII A 19505 TELEVISION 
CABINET ( HOUSING A NEW 
TV), A BATTERED ARMCHAIR 
FOUND ON THE STREET, 
A FELLICE ROSSO LEATHER 
SOFA, AND A KOOT LICHT 
FLOOR LAMP. IN THE 
MASTER BEDROOM (OPPO­
SITE), A LARGE WINDOW 
LOOKS OUT ONTO THE 
SURROUNDING ROOFTOPS. f) 
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recycled-wood garden terrace, a large tank collects 
rainwater that is used to operate toilets. An air­
cooling system inspired by traditional Arabian wind 
towers conveys the air outside in underground 
pipes, which cool it before pumping it back in. 

Choosing cross-laminated pine (known for its 
strength) as the primary building material cut down 
on labor costs, as it is readily sourced in Holland 
and easy to build with. "It's usually seen as requiring 
lots of maintenance and as no,t holding its value," 
says Weijnen, "but it's a sustainable resource, and 
wood processing takes relatively little energy." 
He points to the timber houses in the quaint old vil­
lage of Durgerdam, across the IJmeer from IJburg, 
as evidence of the potential longevity of wooden 
architecture. "Those little houses are 400 years old," 
he says. "They were my inspiration, not least because 
you can actually see them from this island." The 
finished result, painted in blue with contrasting 
white details, keeps with the island's maritime feel 
as well as Weijnen's own love of sailing. "The wood 
gives the place a unique feel, smell, and sound," 
he says. "It moves and creaks; you hear the house. 
It has a lot of personality." 

Sustainable features distinguish the Blue House, 
but its true mastery lies in the details and the exe­
cution of space. As Weijnen sees it, "Just because it's 
sustainable doesn't mean it has to be boring." The 
stairs, for example, mimic the magic of "the ship" 
by appearing to float without support. "I drew the 
stairs like this, but I had no idea how to construct 
them," says Weijnen, laughing. Kerkhofs came to 
the rescue, using two iron rods to fix each stair to 
the wall. Steel cables were added to guard the sides 
of the staircase. At the top of the first flight of stairs, 
the living room is compact and cozy, a nest of 
a space where the intimate mood is enhanced by 
curving organza curtains and colored LED lighting. 
It's an insulated, island-like cocoon. 

An entirely different atmosphere is achieved on 
the top floor. Four narrow, closely spaced windows 
on the north wall provide a remarkable prismatic 
play of light on the wall beside the staircase. "I do 
think northern light is more poetic," says Weijnen. 
"It has a more mysterious quality. But I hadn't really 
anticipated this effect- it was a gift from nature." 
Similarly, the master bedroom and bathroom are 
beautifully downlit by a skylight in the roof. "It's 
a gentle sort of alarm clock," says the architect. 

On the family's big recycled-wood kitchen table 
sits a model of Weijnen's next house (a natural 
progression from this one), which will soon be built 
just a couple of streets away. "We built the Blue 
House intuitively," he says. "The energy-saving 
systems are all add-ons. But in my next house, they 
will be part of the architecture.'' The next house 
will use no energy (though Weijnen insists it will 
be equally beautiful, with photovoltaic cells in the 
roofing and a turbine), illustrating his conviction 11~ 
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that architects should design with sustainability 
in mind, not as an afterthought . "At the moment, 
I'm trying to figure out how to make the facade out 
of photovoltaic cells and make it look sexy, too," 
he says. "Beautiful buildings are preserved-you 
can't get more sustainable than that, can you?" 

The response to IJburg has been equivocal due 
to the merits of its progressive urban plan and 
demerits of its ecological impact. The scheme has 
been organized with an eye towards density, inte­
grated green space, and public transit- arguably 
seIVing as an alternative to sprawl, though few 
could claim that dredging the IJmeer is without 
consequence. Weijnen can only hope that the ideas 
expressed in the Blue House's narrow footprint 
will spur a sea change in the character of this bur­
geoning development, which will- like it or not­
house 45,000 city dwellers in nearly 18,000 dwell­
ings by 2012. After all, no house is an island. lllll 

" 

I . . .. 

FRONT OF THE HOUSE IS 
ENLIVENED BY VARYING 
WINDOW SIZES. THE MASTER 
BATHROOM (LEFT) IS 
SOFTLY LIT BY A SKY­
LIGHT. THE BATH, BY 
LAUFEN, IS SUNK INTO 
THE FLOOR TO MAINTAIN 
A FEELING OF SPACE. 
THE TERRACE {OPPOSITE) 
IS PAVED WITH CHINESE 
HARDSTONE TILES AND 
RECYCLED-WOOD PLANKS. 
THE GARDEN FURNIWRE AND 
PLANTERS ARE ALSO MADE 
FROM RECYCLED WOOD. 6 
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IN BOULDER ' S APTLY NAMED 
WONDERLAND HILL NEIGH­
BORHOOD, DEER AND EVI:N 
MOUNTAIN LIONS OCCA­
SIONALLY COME DOWN FROM 
THE WOODS TO SCOUT THE 
DOMESTIC SCENE . BUT 
THE MOST COMMON WILDLIFE 
SIGHTING ON THE TREE· 
LINED STREETS IS A 
PROFUSION OF TODDLERS 
IN OFF- ROAD STROLLERS . 
TO MAKE SPACE FOR THIS 
LOCAL BABY BOOM, MANY 
OLDER ONE-STORY HOMES 
HAVE HAD THEIR TOPS 
POPPED . WHEN ROB PYATT 
AND HEATHER KAHN WERE 
READY TO EXPAND ON 
THEIR 900 SQUARE FEET, 

HOWEVER, THEIR FOUNDA­
TION COULDN' T SUPPORT 
A SECOND FLOOR. SO 
PYATT, AN ARCHITECTURE 
STUDENT WITH A GREEN 
BUILDING BACKGROUND, 
DEVISED AN ALTERNATIVE . 
HIS BOX-SHAPED ADDITION 
IS THE MODERN KID ON 
THE BLOCK, WITH DISTINC­
TIVE CORRUGATED-METAL 
AND WIDE-PLANK CLADDING . 
BEHIND THE FACADE, 
UNCOMMON MATERIALS SHARE 
A COMMON STORY WITH THE 
NE:IGll.BORHOOD: OF DESIGN 
DECISIONS DRI VEN BY 
A DESIRE TO KEEP THE 
NEXT GENERATION- AND THE 
PLANET-HEALTHY AND SAFE. 

noJECT: PYATT/ KAHN RESIDENCE 
AJICBJTECT: ROB PYATT 
LOCATION: BOULDER, COLORADO 

A few miles outside Boulder, Colorado, in the tiny 
town of Nederland, it's still common to hear blue­
grass wafting down streets that have changed little 
since their settlement in the silver-mining era. 
It's a place where building a house can be an all­
hands community effort, using materials supplied 
by the surrounding land, and the imperfections 
of a human touch are a value-added proposition. 

Rob Pyatt and Heather Kahn met while working 
on such a project in 2000. Kahn, an artist, hired 
Pyatt, a builder with an art degree, when she was 
managing the construction of a straw-bale house in 
Nederland. The home was designed using traditional 
straw-building techniques: stacking thick bales 
into walls, then coating them in stucco. The result 
was smooth and earthy, with soft corners and hand­
molded window frames. "It turned out well," says 
Kahn, "all things considered. You have to go into it 
knowing that it's a different type of work." ~-

STOaY BY SAltAll RICH 
PHOTOS BY DAVE uuamsEN 
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Boulder, Colorado, straddles 
a dynamic geographical 
border where miles of Rocky 
Mountains descend into flat 
plains that stretch all the way 
to the Appalachians. With four 
picture-perfect seasons and 
more sunny days per year than 
Miami, the little university 
town has become a big draw 
for young families seeking an 
idyllic place to raise their kids. 

ae 



, • • , t 

I . 



DWELLINGS 

Over the course of the project, Pyatt and Kahn 
began dating, and the job culminated with their 
engagement, which Pyatt proclaims was the best 
thing to emerge from the endeavor. They combined 
two households into Kahn's 900-square-foot bunga­
low in Boulder and were married in 2002. Soon after, 
Pyatt entered the University of Colorado, completing 
an undergraduate degree in environmental design, 
followed by a master's in architecture. 

Compact living suited the couple- until the pros­
pect of starting a family began to make things look 
smaller. With a limited budget and Boulder housing 
prices booming, a self-designed addition seemed like 
the only realistic option. But a repeat performance 
of the folksy Nederland project was not in the cards. 
Though just 15 miles away, it's a cultural leap from 
sleepy "Ned" to the lively neighborhoods of Boulder, 
where an infusion of tech start-up chic gives the 
town a semi-urban flavor. 

The house would be decidedly modern, they 
agreed. But they weren't starting from scratch. Their 
tiny 1940s cottage hadn't seen significant updates 
in its six decades, and the home's age, combined 
with the duo's strong commitment to executing 
the project sustainably, meant preserving as much 
of the existing structure as possible. "The founda­
tion is such that we really couldn't go up without 
doing work down there, so we just adapted what 
we had," Pyatt explains. 

On their larger-than-average lot, they had ample 
space to construct a sizable wing, but they chose 
instead to preserve the backyard and build a com­
pact addition that would take full advantage of 
indoor/outdoor living in a region renowned for its 
nearly year-round sun. Inspired by traditional 
Southwestern courtyard houses, Pyatt designed 
a simple box that would attach to the original entry­
way, creating a partially enclosed concrete patio 
and outdoor dining area at the rear of the house. 
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IN THE KITCH.EN ( ABOVE) , 
A WINDOW OVER THE STOVE­
TOP LETS DAYLIGHT 
IN, FRAMING THE FRONT 
YARD WHILE KEEPING THE 
NEIGHBORING HOUSE OUT 
OF THE PICTURE. TO ADD 
DETAIL TO THE KITCHEN 
CABINETRY AND SHELVING 
( LEFT) , PLYWOOD SHEETS 
W!l!l'. TURNrn ON ntl'.I R 
SIDES TO EXPOSE MULTI­
TONED STRIATIONS . KAHN'S 
PAINTING STI/DIO (RIGHT) 
IS ATTACHED TO THE 
ORIGINAL GARAGE. PYATT'S 
OFFICE (OPPOSITE RIGHT) 
IS THE SPAREST ROOM 
IN THE HOUSE, WITH THE 
STRAW PANELS "LEFT 
RAW TO GIVE A SENSE Of 
THE MONOLITHIC NATURE 
OF THOSE WALLS," 
ACCORDING TO PYATT. 
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With their first child on the way, the clock was 
ticking, but Pyatt isn't one to cut corners.As he 
neared the end of architecture school, instead of try­
ing to juggle his home-building project with course­
work, he wised up and turned the former into the 
latter. Encouraged by his advisor, Rick Sommerfeld, 
Pyatt created an independent study that would earn 
him school credit for designing and building his 
family's home. This afforded him the flexibility to 
research and experiment with materials and sys­
tems in order to push the envelope on sustainability. 

Construction began in 2005, just after Pyatt 
finished advising a team of designers from the 
University of Colorado on its submission to the 
Solar Decathlon, the U.S. Department of Energy's 
biennial architecture contest held on the National 
Mall in Washington, DC. The team took first place, 
winning with a design that focused on modularity 
and natural materials, a perfect prelude to Pyatt's 
own project in progress. The small Decathlon house 
was made with specialized bio-based lightweight 
structural insulated panels (BIO-SIPS), invented by 
one of the team's supervising professors, architect 
Julee Herdt. Working with the prefab panels was an 
inspiring shift from Pyatt's early straw-bale projects 
toward more industrial uses of recycled agricultural 
by-products. He and the team further embraced 
the potential of farm waste by carting their creation 
to and from DC on trucks fueled by biodiesel. 

Back in Boulder, Pyatt merged his love of straw 
construction with his interest in prefab systems 
by going to the compressed straw-panel manufac­
turer Agriboard Industries. "They didn't have a 
thick enough panel for Colorado, so I worked with 
the engineers to make a prototype," he recounts. 
"It's 12 inches thick, with a higher R-value (resistance 
to heat)-more similar to straw bale. Our working 
model is an R-38, whereas the more popular six-inch 
is much lower." The efficiency of the envelope ~1• 
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THE HOME'S HEAT COMES 
FROM A HIGHLY E.FFICIENT 

WOOD BURNING STOVE 
OPPOSITE FROM RAIS. 

THOUGH WOOD BURNING 
IS BANNED IN BOULDER, 
THE SEALED FIRF.BOX CAN 

U USJll> AR ROUND, 
··--'~:;,,:1'111..-ll!IU.SllO.N I'ECH-

S SAID TO RE.LEASE 

"-~--Af'!'Elt-U!OS BVl!lf 00'.ffl -----­

TO EMDE.RS, THE STOVE 
CONI'INUES TO RADIATE 
HEAT FOR HOURS , REDUC-
ING THl! AMOUNT OF 
KINDI.ING REQUIRED TO 
KEEP TifE PLACE WARM. 6 
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WALKING IN THE FRONT 
DOOR IT ' S l!ARD TO 
MISS THE SQUARE CHUNK 
OF COMPRESSED-STRAW 
PANELING ( LEFT)-A 
BUILDING MATERIAL-CUM­
SCULPTURE THAT ALLOWS 
VISITORS TO SEE WHAT 
TiiE HOUSE IS MADE FROM. 
KAHN ' S PAINTINGS HANG 
THROUGHOUT THE HOUSE, 
AND SEVERAL OF TiiE 

RUGS ARE HER ORIGINAL 
DESIGNS . OUT BACK, THE 
PAVED PATIO (OPPOSITE) 
SERVES AS THE FAMILY ' S 
MAIN DINING ROOM. 
THOUGH OCCASIONALLY 
SNOW AND COLO KEEP THEM 
INSIDE, FAMILY DINNERS 
CAN OFTEN BE ENJOYED 
OUTDOORS. @ 

was then reinforced with recycled-cotton insula­
tion from Bonded Logic Inc., a company known for 
its innovative reappropriation of discarded denim. 
Pyatt replaced the windows throughout the house 
with superinsulated panes from Al pen Energy Group, 
a company that produces a low-emissivity coated 
glass called Heat Mirror, which reflects heat back 
toward its source- away from the house in warm 
weather and into the heated interior during winter 
months.Alpen Energy's glazings are customized 
according to the orientation of each window, notes 
Pyatt, "so if you have a south-facing wall, you'd 
want passive solar glass that lets in radiation, while 
western-facing glass blocks the radiation.'' 

The more immediate needs of the couple's kids 
played a big part in considering indoor air quality. 
They chose low- or no-formaldehyde plywood, non­
toxic adhesives, and zero-VOC paint, and staunchly 
avoided materials that are known to off-gas or con­
tain toxic compounds, including carpeting on which 
the kids would inevitably roll around and kick up 
particulates. "In every instance where we had to 
make a decision on a product," says Pyatt, "we would 
evaluate that product and look at alternatives and 
figure out how it would work from a conventional 
construction standpoint and how it would look for 
a new way of construction with prefab." 

On a street dominated by conventional residences, 
the family's deviations from the norm attracted 
attention, not all of it supportive. The corrugated­
metal cladding that covers a portion of the exterior 
stands out against the warmer wood-plank facade 
and in the beginning stirred some rumblings 
among the neighbors. "Nobody raised hell, but 
through the grapevine we heard that people were 
saying, 'What on earth are they doing?"' Kahn 
recalls. "But over time it seems like the reaction 
is really good. And as soon as somebody walks in, 
they're just in love." 

Nearly doubled in area, the 1,700-square-foot 
home still uses space efficiently and conservatively, 
accommodating Pyatt's office and Kahn's studio, 
in addition to three bedrooms and two bathrooms. 
There's even room for Pyatt's brother, Kirk, who 
helped build the house and moved in afterwards. 
"This little house feels big and open," Kahn muses. 
"I wanted to be able to be in the kitchen and hear 
what my kids were doing, or see them outside, and 
just have it feel very functional and natural and cozy." 

As their two young sons get bigger, there will 
surely be times when cozy verges on crowded, but 
with luck (and a yard big enough to burn off excess 
energy), the boys will take as much pleasure growing 
up in this house as their father did in building it. 

"It was definitely a labor of love, and as an artist 
turned builder the creative aspect of design-build 
was a joy," says Pyatt. "Some of my best memories 
will be of having a beer with my brother after 
a successful day building the house together." Ill 
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Los Angeles is not all mini-malls 
and highways. As Eric Garcetti, 
president of the City Council, 
shows, it is eminently possible 
to live green in the City of 
Angels. By putting solar power 
and recycled materials to use, 
he and his partner transformed 
a mid-century house on a cozy 
hillside plot into a sustainable 
home with garden terraces and 
panoramic views. 

PROJECT: GARCETTI / WAXELAND RESIDENCE 
ilCIITECT: SCRAFANO ARCHITECTS 
LOCATION: LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 

STORY BY FRANCES ANDERTON 
PHOTOS BY MISRA GJtAVEllOR 
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ERIC GARCETTI ' S 
11 - YEAR· OLD TOYOYA 
RAV4 - EV (LEFT) SITS IN 
FRONT OF THE HOUSE, 
AWAITING ITS NEXT E.LEC­
TRIC FILL-UP. THE HOME 
(RIGHT) DOESN'T HIDE ITS 
EXTENSIVE RENOVATIONS: 
WITH ALL-NEW WINDOWS, 
INSTALLED TO MAXIMIZE 
BOTH VIEWS AND SOLAR 
EXPOSURE, IT IS QUITE 
VISIBLE WHERE OLD MEETS 
NEW. GARCETTI (OPPOSITE) 
CLEANS UP THE ROOFTOP 
ARRAY OF SOLAR PANELS. 
IN THE FOREGROUND, 
HIDDEN BENEATH TREES 
AND GREENERY, IS THE 
COUPL1'. ' S GARDEN . 
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AMY WAKELAND ( ABOVE) 
PREPARES SOME OF THE 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
TIIAT SHE REGULARLY 
HARVESTS FROM THE BACK­
YARD GARDEN. MUCH OF 
THEIR FURNITURE WAS 
PURCHASED FROM VINTAGE 
MODERN HOME STORES IN 
L. A. THE FURNISHINGS 
REPRESENT AN ATTITUDE­
WHEREVER POSSIBLE, 
RECYCLE , REUSE, AND 
SUPPORT LOCAL MANUFAC­
TURERS-AS WELL AS 
A STRONG SENSE OF AES­
THETICS AT WORK. 

"Today's action will bring about a healthier city 
and a greener planet," Eric Garcetti, president of the 
Los Angeles City Council, declared in mid-February. 
He was celebrating the progress of a green building 
ordinance that he had been steering through the 
council. The ordinance will require projects larger 
than 50,000 square feet to be LEED-certified, and 
it will incorporate "sustainability guidelines" into 
the city's building codes. With that ordinance's pas­
sage, a fellow councilperson suggested, Los Angeles 
would take "another great step toward becoming 
a greener, more sustainable city." 

Garcetti, 37, is an engaging and smart young 
legislator who, together with his equally dynamic 
partner, Amy Elaine wakeland,38, has been active in 
progressive politics since they met as Rhodes schol­
ars at Oxford University in 1993. Garcetti is currently 
the state co-chair of Barack Obama's presidential 
campaign, while Wakeland is hard at work fighting 
for the expansion of public parks in low-income 
neighborhoods. 

But if their first love is political action, they also 
share an interest in desiign, and they've spent sev­
eral years adapting and landscaping a mid-century 
home in the neighborhood of Echo Park, near 
downtown Los Angeles. 

As I drive to their house to pay a visit, I ponder 
what to expect. Do Garcetti and Wakeland practice 
what they preach? Is Ga.rcetti's home life as green 
as the legislation he promotes? 

Their home is perched on a very steep hill, over­
looking the small houses and apartment buildings 
that cling to the slopes of this ethnically- and 
economically-mixed neighborhood. There, parked 
in the driveway, is a silver Toyota RAV4-EV.Garcetti 
has been driving an electric car since GM released 
its leasable EVl in 1997; in fact, he was featured 
in the documentary who Killed the Electric Car? as one 
of those fighting to stop GM from killing his car. 

Garcetti and Wakeland's house was designed 
in the early 1950s by architect Daniel Dworsky, the 
founder of a large corporate firm whose projects 
include the Bradley International Terminal at LAX. 
It doesn't scream "classic high modern" in the 
sense of a Neutra or an Ellwood; rather, it's a simple 
post-and-beam building in olive-gray stucco with 
large metal-framed windows. It evokes the pleas­
antly imperfect quality of a lived-in house that has 
weathered multiple owners and add-ons. 

When Garcetti and Wakeland bought the house, 
they wanted to emphasize its modernist character­
istics while bringing it into the next century. With 
the help of architect Elissa Scrafano, the structure 
is now a study in openness, simplicity, and light, with 
the bonus features of sustainable materials and 
greater energy efficiency. 

Right from the start, says Scrafano, "Eric and 
Amy were looking at sustainability. They are both 
modernists so it made the project that much more 11~ 
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BY ELIMINATING THE 
DROPPED CEILINGS , THE 
ARCHITECTS OPENED UP 

THE GROUND LEVEL ( LEFT) , 
WHICH HAD BEEN BROKEN 
UP INTO SEVERAL ROOMS . 
THIS NOT ONLY REVEALED 
THE ORIGINAL BEAMS , 
IT ALSO BROUGHT A MUCH 
MORE EXPANSIVE SENSE 
OF SPACE . THEY LENGTH­
ENED THE KITCHEN ( BELOW) 
BY REMOVING A GROUND· 
LEVEL BATIIROOM . THIS 
CREATED A MUCH LARGER 
KITCHEN/ LIVING/ DINING 
AREA, COMPLETE WITH 
CENTRAL FIREPLACE. 

c 

GARCETTI/WAKELAND 
RESIDENCE 
FLOOR PLANS 

A DECK 
B BREAKFAST AREA 
C DINING AREA 
D SITTING AREA 
E LIVING AREA 
F KITCHEN 
G OFFICE 
H MASTER BEDROOM 

interesting." The concept, she explains, "was to 
weave the bad parts of the house with the good parts 
and to capture more light and views. We took down 
walls and eliminated a bathroom where the dining 
table now sits, and we cut large holes in the back 
of the house to make the connection to landscape 
and nature beyond. I think the biggest thing was 
the views and connections from the interior to the 
exterior. To achieve this, some of the work we did 
was additive and some was subtractive." 

In adapting the house, the couple and their 
architect often came up against building codes that 
impinged on the design. For example, the windows 
upstairs could not be as large and low as the origi­
nals downstairs, and when they added to the second 
floor they had to cut back the rocky hill to create a 
safe distance.As someone in the business of creating 
rules, Garcetti found the process quite educational: 
"It helped me see what my constituents go through 
when they do remodels and come face-to-face with 
ever-evolving building codes. It made me appreciate 
that laws have to be both well intentioned and 
user-friendly." 

The main objective with the renovation was 
to make the house as energy efficient and nontoxic 
as possible. The house does have air-conditioning, 
but they maximized cross ventilation by install-
ing windows on all sides. They installed a tankless 
water heater and solar paneling on the flat roof, 
which provides 50 percent of their energy; they laid 
bamboo flooring on the second level, built closet 
doors of recycled plastic, and constructed decks out 
of sustainable wood treated with nontoxic sealant. 
No-voe Yolo paints were used throughout the house. 
And, at around 2,000 square feet, they kept the 
whole project a relatively modest size. 

Not unlike the home itself, the furnishings 
embody livability rather than perfection. Several of 
the pieces are hand-me-downs from Garcetti's par­
ents. (Gil Garcetti was the district attorney for the 
City of Los Angeles and now photographs art, archi­
tecture, and cultural subjects; Sukey Roth Garcetti 
headed up a local charitable foundation.) The family 
grew up in Encino in the San Fernando Valley, 
in a thoroughly contemporary home. "It was nice 
growing up with modernist parents," says Garcetti, 
point ing out the metal <lining chairs with vinyl 
padding which he used every day as a child. 

While the remodel was in process, Wakeland 
and Garcetti tilled the land. In addition to their own 
yard, the couple acquired two steep, unbuildable 
adjoining lots. With the help of Sean Femrite Envi­
ronmental Design Studio, they are transforming 
this 19,ooo-square-foot yard into a full-blown pro­
ductive garden. Wakeland, who was schooled in the 
arts of horticulture, canning, and bottling as a child 
in her native Indiana, has also built a "worm factory" 
in the yard: a half-food, half-paper tub in which 
worms merrily turn trash into rich compost. She 11" 
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SECOND FLOOR 
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AN OUTDOOR WATER FIXTURE 
( LEFT) ADDS A SUBTLE 
SOUNDTRACK TO THE PROP­
ERTY WHILE KEEPING THE 
PLANTS IRRIGATED. THE 
BROAD DECK AND SEATI NG 
AREA (RIGHT) ARE PERFECT 
FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN 
CLIMATE AND INVITE 
GUESTS OUTDOORS. WITH 
ITS EASY ACCESS , THE 
FLAT ROOF (BELOW LEFT) 
IS NEVER HARD TO MAIN­
TAIN. WAKELAND (BELOW 
RIGHT) GOES TO WORK 
ON THE GARDEN TERRACES 
WHERE THE COUPLE GROWS 
MUCH Of THEIR OWN FOOD . 

July/August 2008 16 1 



DWELLINGS 

162 July/August 2008 

THE SECOND-FLOOR DECK 
( ABOVE) LOOKS OUT ONTO 
THE GREEN CANOPY OF 
GARCETTI AND WAKELAND' S 
NEIGHBORHOOD AND INDOORS 
TO A PAIR OF VATNE 
M0BLER ROSEWOOD LOUNGE 
CHAIRS. A WELL-PLACED 
WRITING DESK (LEFT) 
TAKES ADVANTAGE OF 
THE VI~W. THE BATHROOM 
(RIGHT) INCLUDES A 
WALK· IN TUB. GARCETTI 
AND WAKELAND ENJOY A 
QUIET AFTERNOON (OPPO­
SITE) , SITTING IN WHAT 
USED TO BE TWO SEPARATE 
BEDROOMS. BY REMOVING 
A WALL, THE SPACE NOW 
SERVES AS AN OFFICE 
AND DEN, DIVIDED ONLY 
BY SLIDING DOORS. ~ 

propels herself by rope up the 35-to-45-degree hill 
and points out the fruit trees, vegetables, and 22 

perennial herbs that they harvest for their own table 
and for friends. They even trade fruits and vege­
tables with a fellow councilperson, Bill Rosendahl, 
for eggs from his chicken coop. "Last time I sent 
him a basket," Wakeland recalls, "he announced it 
on the TV broadcast of a city council meeting." 

For Scrafano, working with the couple was highly 
rewarding: "Both Eric and Amy had an incredibly 
rational, clear vision and never strayed from the 
design concept from day one. They are incredibly 
committed to what they do and that was reflected 
in the design process." 

Everything about the house suggests that Garcetti 
and Wakeland more than practice what they preach; 
they are trying to channel into political action 
a philosophy of life that they have been honing for 
many years. Yet, the two are living an essentially 
suburban life, albeit as earth-friendly a one as 
possible. I ask them whether it wouldn't be even 
more sustainable to reside in a multifamily dwelling 
in Garcetti's district or downtown and walk or bus 
to City Hall. Both Garcetti and Wakeland say this 
is an issue with which they have grappled. 

"I would say that the truth is that everyone 
living in North America could be more green," says 
Wakeland, "and it's important that when people 
start doing this work they focus on what they can 
accomplish without getting too guilty. People need 
to feel like they are making positive contributions 
moving forward." Pointing out that a public transit 
line is just three blocks from their house, Garcetti 
concludes: "I think L.A. offers a way to live with 
nature while living green so it doesn't have to be 
either-or. I think we can live in harmony with both 
the city and the topography and lifestyle that has 
always defined Los Angeles." Ill 
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Rethinking the 
Material World 

"Beat, heat, and treat is a good 
methodology, and it built the 
country," says Brandon Tinianov, 
chief technology officer of 
Serious Materials. "But we have 
to approach it a little differently 
because our eyes are now open." 

Story by Alexis Madrigal 
Illustrations by Raymond Biesinger 
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If you're serious about putting 

Humpty Dumpty back together again, 
then Brent Constantz might be your 

best chance. Constantz is the world's 

foremost b iocement entrepreneur, 
with 60 patents to his name for mate­

ria ls that hold your bones together 

if you b reak them. While teaching at 
Stanford, however, Constantz turned 

from the body's infrastructure to the 

skeleton of the built environment. He 

claims that his new company, Calera, 

has a cost -competit ive, low-energy way 

of making cement- the key functional 

and polluting component in concrete. 

This has the potential to reduce g lobal 
greenhouse-gas emissions by almost 

five bi llion tons a year. That's more 
than double the emissions produced 

by all forms of transportation in the 

United States during the same period. 

As Paul Calvert, a materials scientist 

at the University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth, says, "Materials science 

tends to be upstream. So if you want 

t o change something big, you have to 

change the material first." 
Materials science is design at 

the molecular level. How molecules 
are shaped, and how those shapes 

link together, determines the physical 

properties that those molecules have 
when they are b ig e no ugh to be held, 

dropped, or hammered. Ordered 
molecules, like diamonds, are harder 

and stiffer, whi le messy molecules 

can be pulled apart. Small changes­

like turning iron into steel by adding 

carbon-have a world-shaping impact 

on what can be imagined, planned, and 
b uilt. "What form would our world take 

without iron and steel?" asks Stephen 
Sass, a Cornell materials scient ist, in his 

paean to t he field, The Substance of 
Civilization. "Our great cities would not 

exist today. There would be no spec­

tacular bridges, no skyscrapers housing 
tens of thousands of people." I~· 
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Average C02 Emissions 
(Annual) 

World 
1. 19 metric tons per person 

U.S. 
5.49 metric tons per person 

Europe 
2.16 metric tons per person 

China 
1.11 metric tons per person 

India 
0.29 metric tons per person 

Statistics source: EIA, 2005 
Metric tons are of carbon equivalent 
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The materials of the 19th century 

expanded the realm of architectural 
and urban possibility, but at a high 

price. Concrete, steel's partner in city 

b uilding, is made of sand and pebbles 
combined with a type of g lue called 

portland cement. While it does a g reat 
job of making concrete a cheap build­

ing material, it also contributes to 

climate change. Making a pound of 
cement re leases nearly one pound 

of carbon dioxide (C02 ) into the atmo­

sphere- and China, India, and the 

United States make a lot of cement. 

Global product ion, according to the 

Internat ional Energy Agency, reached 
2.3 bil lion metric tons in 2005. That 

means that o ne industrial p rocess 

alone generates about 8.5 percent of 

al l C02 emissions worldwide. 
W hy? To make cement, limestone, 

clay, iron ore, chalk, and other sub­

stances are first pulverized. The raw 

materials are then heated to 2, 700 

degrees Fahrenheit in huge, fossi l fuel­

fired kilns to make a product cal led 

cl inker. The cl inker is t hen ground into 

a fine powder- creating cement. In 

and out of materials science, t his is 

known as "beat, heat, and treat"- and, 

to greater or lesser extents, it's how 

most materials, including Gore-Tex, 

Teflon, Ba kelit e, Kevlar, Lycra, and 
titanium alloys, have been produced 

over the past century and a half. 

Constantz's process is instead based 
on biomineralization, w hich is how 

organisms produce tusks, teeth, and 

shells. Drawing on his experience 
with human bone format ion and build­

ing enterprises, Constantz created the 
process, founded the company, and 

attracted a n und isclosed investment 

from t he world's biggest g reen­
technology venture capital ist, Vinod 

Khosla, in less than a year. Near Silicon 

Valley, the company's 200-acre test 

facility is being constructed next to 

a foss il-fuel power plant. There, Calera 
wil l transform the p lant's C02 emis­

sions into usable material. " Instead of 

sequestering it deep in the ground," 
Constantz explains, referring to often 

d iscussed plans to bury compressed 

C02, "we're talking about p utting it 

into the built environment." 

Brandon Tinianov is chief technology 

officer of Serious Materials, a sustain­

able-b uilding-materials company 
that recent ly received $50 million of 

fund ing from venture-capital ist heavy­

weights. "Beat, heat , and t reat is a 
good methodology," he says, "and 

it built the country. But we have to 

approach it a little differently because 

our eyes are now open." Tinianov's 

company p roduces a new type of 
drywall, EcoRock, which, like Calera's 

cement, reduces greenhouse-gas 

emissions during manufacture by elimi­

nating the need for heat. The company 

estimates that its process cuts C02 

emissions by 1.6 tons for a typical new 

American home. If the technology 

became standard practice, it would 
wipe out 12.2 million tons of C02 

emissions-like taking more than two 

million cars off the road for one year. 

Tinianov's company, which is further 

down the commercialization path than 

Constanz's, is already encountering It••· 
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Cement Production 
(2007 Estimated Totals) 

World Total 
2.6 billion metric tons 

china 
1.3 billion metric tons 

India 
160 million metric tons 

Europe 
149 million metric tons 

U.S. 

96.4 million metric tons 

Statistics source: USGA, 2007 
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the nitty-gritty details of getting a novel 

material into the hands of construction 

workers. "The real innovation is in 

hiding the innovation. If I deliver a 
package that looks exactly like regular 

drywall, then a laborer doesn't care," 

Tinianov declares. "The more compa­

nies see that, the faster the adoption 

wi ll go." 

Delivering that package, however, 

is much more difficult than it sounds. 

For all the hype and hope p inned on 

nanoparticles like buckyballs (round 

formations of carbon atoms) and 

carbon nanotubes (ultrathin particles 

stronger than steel), few new products 

actually incorporate them. They are 

largely science in search of a market: 

At $100,000 per gram of carbon nano­

tube, you're not likely to buy anything 

containing them soon. On the green 

end of the spectrum, so-called bio­

mimetic products struggle to reach 
the market at all. 

Novomer, a green p lastics company 

founded by Geoffrey Coates, a noted 

biomimic, is just now reaching the 

production stage. The company wants 
to reduce the estimated 8 to 10 

percent of g lobal petroleum that goes 

into making the 300 b illion pounds 

of plastic produced each year. Its 

technology is inspired by the way t hat 
plants turn b uilding b locks into new 

cel ls and structures. "How does nature 

make things?" asks Novomer presi­
dent Charles Hamilton. "Plants make 

things out of C02 and then assemble 

t hem into bark and leaves." Novomer's 

analysts estimate that it can use half 

as much oil as a standard plastics com­

pany by replacing the complex liquid 

hydrocarbon that is petroleum with 

strings of simple carbon oxides. And 

the greenhouse-gas savings could 

be even greater, as the company's 

process requires much less energy 

than standard polymer making. 

"It's a low-temperature, low-pressure 
reaction. It 's very much not heat, beat, 

and treat," he says. 

Regardless of their approach, new 

materials companies are some of 

the hottest plays for venture capitalists 

and chemical companies looking to 

use less energy and take advantage of 

the commodif ication of C02 t hat many 

anticipate wil l fo llow the November 

presidential election. Both parties' can­
didates su pport a so-called cap-and­
trade system, which would reward low­

C02 processes. Novomer's $6.6 million 

round of financing is a microcosm of 

the investment flowing into the market. 
The unlikely marriage of o ld-line 

chemical companies with new-money 

venture capital is driving the biggest 

change in materials since cheap 

plastics made consumer goods dispo­

sable: taking the energy out of trans­

forming one thing into another. That's 

not easy, Tinianov says: "An old rule of 

thumb is that the speed of a chemical 

reaction doubles for every 10-degree­
centigrade increase in temperature." 

Getting industrial-scale results w ithout 

that Promethean advantage will t ake 
fundamentally new thinking- but it will 

turn everyday products like d rywa ll 
and cement into silver bullets against 

global cl imate change. mu 
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What We Talk About 
When We Talk About 

Good Design 
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Many architects and designers, when talked down 
from the theoretical towers of "sculptural forms" and 
"floating volumes" and made to speak of their craft in 
humbler terms, are apt to use a phrase as naive as it 
is loaded: "good design." It suggests such an apparent 
universality that any of us should be able to spot it. But 
implicit in "good design" is a system of values, aesthet­
ics, and objects that demonstrate that the seemingly 
innocuous little term is anything but. Nowhere is the 
idiom as alive and well as in the realm of modern design, 
which wants to suggest- formally, stylistically, and 
most importantly, commercially-that the two might 
just be synonymous. 

"The term 'good design' isn't one that just cropped up 
in the mid-20th century," says design historian Marilyn 
Friedman, alluding to the modernists who would come 
to define it. "It began as a concept in the mid-19th cen­
tury when Englishmen were reacting to all the stylistic 
revivals that proliferated. You really had two schools [of 
furniture makers] that were talking about 'good design."' 
One was that of Augustus Pugin, who sought to take 

Story by Aaron Britt 
Illustrations by Charles Barsotti 

Dwell 

machines out of the applied arts, moving back toward 
a more medieval model "when craftsmen were crafts­
men." The other belonged to Arts and Crafts movement 
founder William Morris, who aimed for a simpler aes­
thetic in which the use of machines freed up artisans to 
do what they were best at, like hand carving or painting. 
Friedman argues that Morris was after "simplicity, some­
thing the modernists also wanted." 

As the fabrication of objects by mechanical means 
placed greater emphasis on the designer than the crafts­
person, "design" took on a new and stronger meaning. 
The Oxford English Dictionary traces terms like "design 
book," "design-conscious," and "industrial design" to the 
first half of the 20th century- and as modernists pro­
duced manifestos, rants, and treatises on their nascent 
style, they imbued existing terminology like "good 
design" with new connotations. And, thanks to the work 
of Edgar Kaufmann Jr., a man fortuitously placed at the 
nexus of elite taste and the department-store floor, the 
term was to gain incredible life and an irrevocable mean­
ing to designers and middle-class consumers alike. ~·· 
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Kaufmann-whose father owned Kaufmann's 
Department Store in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
commissioned Frank Lloyd Wright's masterpiece 
Fallingwater-worked in the home department of the 
family business, but it was as a curator at the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York from 1937 to 1955 that he 
made his mark. In 1950, marrying his taste for high mod­
ernist objects with a deft sense for marketing, Kaufmann 
launched a six-year exhibition series of modern furnish­
ings and housewares. He called it Good Design, and it 
was rife with the work of those who would comprise the 
mid-century modernist canon: Charles and Ray Eames, 
Marcel Breuer, Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier, George 
Nelson, and their peers. 

Then the most extensive exhibition in the applied 
arts in MoMA's history, Good Design was a semiannual 
collaboration between the museum and the Merchandise 
Mart of Chicago, the nation's largest wholesale vendor 
of housewares. Kaufmann relished the role of taste­
maker. Twice yearly, from 1950 to 1955, he led a team that 
selected objects for exhibitions timed to coincide with 

the summer and winter markets at the Merchandise 
Mart. He then chose his favorites from the two seasonal 
shows for an annual exhibition at MoMA that served 
as a culmination of the year's best. 

Kaufmann created a closed circuit of reinforced 
prestige.As MoMA lent its distinguished heft to the 
Merchandise Mart, so too did the Mart off er popular and 
commercial validation to the museum with every side 
chair and end table sold.And, so as to leave no doubt 
about his taste, and to invite consumers into the mod­
ernist club, selected items from the exhibits were sold 
affixed with a small orange tag proudly marking them 
as "Good Design." By equating the latest modern design 
with good design, and wedding the predilections of 
the elite with the shopping habits of the middle class, 
Kaufmann's aim seemed, at times, less concerned with 
exposing America to his notions of good design than 
with exposing them to his broader sense of good taste. 

In a 1950 pamphlet entitled "What Is Modern 
Design?" Kaufmann takes up the more specific question 
"What is good design?" Though the precepts he lays 
out often describe the output of the Eameses or Isamu 
Noguchi or Fin Juhl, his criteria are still vague. In an 
effort to establish a standard, Kaufmann avers, "Good 
design in any period is simply: the best its designers 
produce." He describes the anticipated "thorough merg­
ing of form and function" but when forced to com­
ment on "the requirements of beauty" he hardly breaks 
ground, relying on "the three qualities which Thomas 
Aquinas listed as requisite to beauty: integrity, clarity, 
harmony." Not exactly a novel rubric for goodness. 

Unsurprisingly, Kaufmann excels in describing his 
canon of exalted objects when he leaves aside the aes­
thetic and manufacturing jargon and takes up the pitch 
of the showroom salesman. "When did you last look 
at your floor cover and ask yourself what you thought of 
it- is it clean, is it comfortable, is it durable, is it easy to 
keep up, what does it add to the appearance of the room, 
is it the best present techniques can supply; in short is 
it sensible and attractive? Does it enhance your life?" 

His inability to define, much less codify, an essentially 
subjective term that had been floating around for over 
a hundred years had little consequence. Good Design sold 
well, modernism took root, Kaufmann had America's 
attention. "The era of 'good design' as a universal value 
seemed to reach its high point in those postwar years," II•· 
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says graphic designer and design critic Michael Bierut. 
He points to "a unique moment of optimism that also 
ushered in the wide application of International Style 
architecture in the corporate world and a trust in the 
institutions that defeated the Axis powers in World 
War II- a trust that disintegrated in the '60s and finally 
imploded in the '70s." As the output of the European 
avant-garde-whose arrival and ascendance coincided 
with World War II and America's postwar boom- caught 
on across the U.S. and started to define mid-century 
design, one could never again talk about "good design" 
without referring, obliquely or otherwise, to what 
Kaufmann sought to put in every American's living 
room. Just as the term "Oedipus complex" necessarily 
points to Freud, regardless of context, "good design" 
has come to suggest not simply an aesthetic but a group 
of furniture designers, an era, and a dedicated set of 
politics and values. 

And it wasn't just Americans who pricked up their 

ears. Concurrently the term gained traction in Germany 
as gute Fonn. Coined in 1949 by designer Max Bill, it was 
applied to a traveling exhibition for the Swiss Work 
Federation.Reaching its apex in the 1960s (a particu­
larly flush moment for west German consumers), gute 
Form, which took many of its cues from the same stock of 
designers (Mies, Gropius, Corbu), sought to enshrine what 
qualified as good design. The Design Dictionary by Michael 
Erlhoff and Timothy Marshall describes the output of 
gute Form designers as "reserved in appearance, func­
tional in use, serious, reliable, rectangular, gray, black or 
white, reduced to precise, technically necessary details." 
Dieter Rams, a designer and director at Braun, whose 
industrial design earned the company numerous Gute 
Form Awards (the prestigious award founded in 1969), 
took up Kaufmann's cause, laying down his Ten Rules of 
Good Design. They include: "Good design is aesthetic; good 
design is honest; good design is innovative; good design 
is unobtrusive." Showing how porous national boundar­
ies can be, and how a little economic prosperity puts 
more products on the shelves, influential designers like 
Ettore Sottsass and Mario Bellini became associated with 
gute Form's Italian counterpart, Bel Design. 

George Nelson, a designer whose work featured 
prominently in the Good Design exhibitions, had a less 
sanguine view of MoMA and the Merchandise Mart's 
marketing prowess. He took aim at Kaufmann's canon 
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in a 1957 essay entitled "Good Design: What Is It For?" 
There he states that "'Good Design' is neither a book 
of etiquette nor a social register," and that his own essay 
would be "one of the many attempts to remove the 
heavy hand of authority from what should be an area of 
personal enjoyment." Nelson saw good design less as a 
program of formal, political, or aesthetic criteria, against 
which objects can be judged either good or bad, but as 
a design program that ennobles. "Good design, like good 
painting, cooking, architecture, or whatever you like, 
is a manifestation of the capacity of the human spirit to 
transcend its limitations .. .it is a statement not a gadget." 
Inveighing against the consumerist underpinnings of 
Kaufmann's show, he continues: "Used to demonstrate 
one's superior taste to the neighbors it loses its essential 
quality and becomes one more item of conspicuous 
consumption .... It cannot transform a dark brown little 
life into a large brightly colored one." 

As the postmodernists rebelled against their predeces­
sors' standards, making more than a few large, brightly 
colored buildings, the principles of good design took 11• 
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a blow. Industrial designer Jonathan Adler echoes 
Bierut's nod toward a lost moment when styles and 
principles seemed more fixed but sees "good design" as 
a term that the postmodernists left aside. "You had 
a new look and a lot of people striving toward the same 
ends, formally and aesthetically, at mid-century. Then 
the postmodernists came along and wanted to mock 
that rigid standard. They did and now we live in a 
totally fractured [design] world." Though postmodern­
ism has assuredly relaxed many of modernism's strict 
standards, and enraged many modernists who see the 
style as formless gewgaw, Adler thinks the term still 
has plenty of traction: "If you talk about 'good design' 
I think that you are probably ref erring to the design 
that appeals to upper-middle-class white people who 
are educated and familiar with the modernist canon.'' 

With a resurgent interest in modernism, it's no sur­
prise that its lingo too should come back into vogue.John 
Christakos, president and CEO of Blu Dot, concedes that 
the term owes a debt to the mid-century modernists, 
but he sees their definition as overly narrow-though 
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that hasn't stopped Blu Dot from using the term in its 
"Good Design Is Good" campaign, an echo of former 
IBM head Thomas Watson Jr.'s 1975 dictum "Good design 
is good business." Christakos defines it as a "rubric 
of efficiency, sustainability, and beauty," but still can't 
wholly escape his forebears: "Charles Eames said it 
well: 'The best for the most for the least."' 

What, then, does "the best for the most for the least" 
look like today? Sadly, it doesn't necessarily include 
the wit that uttered it. Like many of their peers in the 
Good Design exhibitions, the Eameses' work has been 
collected, reissued, and fetishized right out of the 
average American home. Ikea comes closer perhaps, 
certainly closer than that contemporary clearinghouse 
of Kaufmann's beloved objects, Design Within Reach, 
which sells Eero Saarinen's Tulip dining tables for as 
much as $7,200. Oddly enough, Kaufmann might have 
loved Ikea or Target. Salesmen must be populists-and 
the prestige Kaufmann wanted to confer wasn't that 
of exclusivity-and as such he often clashed with 
MoMA co-curator Philip Johnson, who cared more for 
the purity of the high modernism of Mies than the 
limits of the American consumer's pocketbook. 

Terrence Riley, who wrote extensively on the Good 
Design exhibitions while he was the architecture 
curator at MoMA from 1991 to 2006, claims "the term 
has two meanings. It refers to those mid-century 
objects ... but also to a certain aesthetic and functional 
attitude that continues today: formally simple, relatively 
inexpensive, innovative use of materials, principally 
household items that were conceived as part of a larger, 
idealized vision of contemporary domestic life." 

Riley aptly unpacks what Kaufmann and others saw 
in mid-century-modem design.As the term continues to 
thrive it will invariably take on new hues. Sustainability, 
Christakos notes, is a growing concern today and many 
designers include it as a prerequisite to being a good 
object. Though even this notion is hardly new, especially 
considering how Bauhaus designers working in the 
resources-poor Weimar-era Germany also learned to do 
lots with little. But for the foreseeable future, "good 
design" will remain the property of the modernists, its 
meaning overwhelmingly indebted to a still-thriving 
ethic and aesthetic. Though Kaufmann may not have 
managed to get Good Design into each of our homes, he 
got it quite squarely into our vocabularies. HAI 
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Design Junkie 
"I guess from a young age I collected 
things that interested me- picked 
up bizarre things from the street, 
put them in boxes, or took them to 
my room." 

Story by Michael Grozik 
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The kaleidoscopic creations of London­
based artist and designer Stuart Haygarth. 
Clockwise, from top right: Tide chandelier, 
a fantastic plastic ode to the moon; lens-

crafted Optical chandelier; aptly named 
Cosmic Burst chandelier; detail ofTide Mark, 
a shoreline stroll along the color spectrum; 
uplit Aladd in table in secondhand amber. 
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Stuart Haygarth first made waves as 

a designer-and gained a reputation 
as something of a pickup artist, too­

in 2005 when he unveiled a quartet of 

over-the-top chandeliers at Designers­
block London, an annual three-day de­

sign event. Cruising beaches, discount 
bins, and flea markets, he assiduiously 

collects, categorizes, and arranges the 

unremarkable remainders of mass con­

sumption into creations greater than 

the sum of their individually insignifi­

cant parts. Haygarth's highly personal 

Tide chandelier-a five-foot-d iameter, 

candy-colored explosion of individu­

ally hung found objects-attracted 

widespread attention upon its debut 

and serves as an apt introduction to 
the uniquely painstaking process that 

shapes his work. 
"Maybe once a month, I would walk 

my dog along Dungeness beach in 
Kent, about two hours from London, 

and I just started collecting the man­
made things I found along the way," 

he recalls. "I have lots of fond memo­
ries of walking along the coastlines 

Completed in 2004, Tide Mark (top) pres­
ents garbage as gradient: Its chromatic 
flotsam and jetsam was collected along a 
stretch of the Dungeness coastline in Kent. 
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of Europe and picking up pieces of 
plastic." Haygarth's habitual beach­

combing gave rise to his Dungeness 

Project, an ongoing work from which 

he selects the items used in pieces like 

the Tide chandelier and Tide Mark, a 

chromatic spread of neatly organized 

wal l-mounted objects. " It's an archive 

of what gets washed up on the beach, 

really, and of t he amazing amount 

of stuff that gets manufactured in the 

world these days," he explains. "The 
Tide chandelier is made using all these 

d ifferent objects that are united by 

their translucency, where they were 
found, their overall aesthetic." Its shape 

is a reference, he says, to t he moon 

and .its ro le in delivering such ocean­
going debris to shore. 

Haygarth had a predilection for 
col lecting even as a boy: "I guess 

from a young age I col lected things 
that interested me-picked up bizarre 

t hings from the street, put them in 

boxes, or took them to my room." After 
receiving a BA in g raphic design and 

photography from Exeter College of 

Art & Design, he worked as a photo­

graphic assistant before establishing 

himself as a freelance photographic 

illustrator. It was during t his period 

that his harmless hobby of collecting 

began to take on a growing, though 

well-mannered, life of its own. 

" I needed to have an archive of 

objects in my studio that I could use 

if I got a commission from a magazine 
to illust rate something," he explains. 

" I would go out looking for specif ic 
things that could tel l a story. But if 

I was at a flea market or charity shop 

and saw something that, for whatever 

reason, really interested me, I'd pick 

it up o r b uy it, take it back to the studio, 

and put it in a little box." Even after 15 

years of scavenging, Haygarth's studio 

is a meticulously organized archive 
of clearly labeled crates, boxes, and 
bins containing all manner of material: 

eyeglasses, lampshades, countless 

confiscated carry-on items. He traces 

such tidiness to a uniquely ordered 
personality- he finds the act of sorting 

thousands upon thousands of items I~ .. 

The categorically organized carry-on items 
laid out in Sharps Project (bottom) represent 
two weeks of state-sanctioned pickpocket­
ing at Gatwick Airport in London. 
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"therapeutic"- and describes creat­

ing order out of chaos as being 

an important and satisfying element 

of his work. 

Artists may bristle at being referred 

to as designers- and vice versa-but 

Haygarth is comfortable b lurring the 
distinctions between functional and 

sculptural. "I'm quite happy in that kind 

of no-man's-land," he says. "You can 

make lighting out of anything, but you 

have to dig deeper and have a strong 

narrative in order to create a successful 

piece of art. The fina l work should 

make the viewer think about the ob­

jects, whom they belonged to, and 

why they came to look like this." 

Haygarth's efforts often result in 

pieces that convey not just a physical 

narrative b ut a temporal one as well. 

The Millennium chandelier, which was 

completed in 2004, is an example of 
his skill at elevating banal detritus-in 

this case, 1,000 plastic party poppers 

collected after London's 2000 New 

Year's celebrations- to a more mean­

ingfu l position. 

The Millennium chandelier-1,000 spent 
party poppers strung up in the wake of 
London's 2000 New Year celebrations­
is avai lable in ominous all-black as well. 
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"I went for a walk near the Thames 

before work, where all the partying 

had been the night before," he says, 

"and I came upon a sea of colorful 

plastic party poppers and thought it 

was quite interesting that they repre­

sented a very important historical 
moment." Knowing he could use them 

for something, though not what, he 

stored the harvested poppers in his 

studio for safekeeping. They remained 

there for severa I yea rs before he felt 

suitably inspired to revisit the party 

with a Chinese lantern-like chandel ier. 

He's been referred to as "the poster 

boy for the green design movement," 

but Haygarth finds such labels inac­

curate. As he explains: " I d idn't set 

out to be an eco-designer. I think the 

eco-friendliness of my work is basically 

a healthy by-product of where I find 

much of my inspiration: from found 
objects that have already had a life." 

Going forward, Haygarth would 

like to focus more on purely sculptural 

work like the three p ieces recently 

installed at London department 

store Selfridges' new boutique, the 

Wonder Room. Hangingi offshoots 

of his Dungeness Project, Barnacle 

(Black) and Barnacle (White) look like 

deep-sea rel ics from the future, whi le 

Harpoon 321, is made entirely of 

reddish-orange rubber fishing gloves 
arranged to resemble a 1,500-fingered 

sea anemone. W ith similar intentions, 

he's collected broken vehicle side mir­

rors for years and is drawn to the " life 

in the fast lane" narrative they suggest. 

He also happens to think they look 

quite jewel-like after being run over 

a number of times. 

Not surprisingly, Hay9arth- w ith his 

photographer's eye, archaeologist's 

patience, and archivist's organizational 

skills-has no shortage of objects with 

which to create, though Ile envisions 

mind-numbing laboriousness to play 

a lesser role in the future. The one 
thing he finds harder to hoard is time 

to catch up on existing work and to 

explore new ideas. When faced with 

1,000 plastic party poppers in need of 

careful hanging, every minute counts. D1• 

Haygarth's work relies on more than just 
re-use: The 2007 Tail Light chandelier is 
made of vehicle light lenses purchased over 
the lnternet-"new objects yet to have a life." 
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Jules Se lt ze r Associates p resents 

by HERMAN MILLER 

------. 

Jules Seltzer Associates 

~: .. 

:~fAEE SHIPPING. 
ON All O~llNE 

PAE·OADCAS 
BEFORE 8·29,08 
~T.,:~--:~7 .. ';i ,·:.j':. ··· 

"·:-. _..__·"" .. • .. ~ .... ~" 

eHermanMiller 

fr-tk~~':/6 

• 
WHf-hL HL lrJ! .J(J r1f YLI F- L f L h In our daily lives, there is a rhythm, a pattern of activity - from popping in to check email to 
planning family activities. It's your Lifework. Finding the harmony of work, play, chores & family can be challenging. There is now a hub that connects it all. 

No longer isolated to the home office, the desk has moved to center stage in today's living spaces. It has become a hive of activity - a space to organize, 
a place to play, a station to schedule life. 

For over 70 years, Jules Seltzer Associates has recognized the iconic pieces that soon become classics. The Lifework Portfolio by Herman Miller is no 
different. This impressive new collection of desks and companion storage pieces for the home, balance the buzz of activity with the beauty of design. Six 
unique styles that resonate with your residence. Designed with purpose and function, they're ideal instruments to orchestrate your life. 

8833 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90048 I 310.274.7243 • info@julesseltzer.com • www.julesseltzer.com 
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PROFILE TIMELINE 

2004- Millennium chandelier 
Though he officially marks the start of his 
career as a designer with his de-but at 
Designers block London 05, Stuart Haygarth 
started laying the groundwork for his future 
work years earlier. (p. 184) 

2006 - Sharps Proj ect 
Intended as an instal lation piece (though 
thus far only extant in photographic form), 
Sharps was created with the cooperation 
of BAA at Gatwick Airport London. Banned 
carry-on items confiscated by airport 
security during a two-week period in 2003 
are meticulously arranged by category, 
from the banal (nai l clippers) to the bawdy 
(fuzzy handcuffs). (p. 182) 

1988-1990- Photographer's assistant 

1991-2005- Freelance photographic 
illustrator 

2005-Ticle chandelier 
The sphere of suspended found plastic 
objects was a career-making showstopper 
and led to a quick succession of new work. 

2007- 0ptical chandelier 
This sparkling, five-foot-diameter fixture 
made of 3,000 individually hung eyeglass 
lenses was introduced at Trash Luxe in 
London. (p. 180) 

2008-Barnade (White), Barnacle (Black), 
and Harpoon 321 
These three hanging pieces (White pic­
tured) are made with objects selected from 
Haygarth's large and growing collection of 
Dungeness Project flotsam and jetsam. Ill 

2004- Tide Mark 

2006- Cosmic Burst chandeliers 
Rare yet successful examples of Haygarth 
accepting commercia lly commisioned work, 
these multicolored molecule-like chande­
liers were created for M.A.C Cosmetics' 
New York and Los Angeles stores in conjunc­
t ion with the launch of its "Color Bloom" 
line. (p. 180) 

"You can make lighting out of anything, but you have to dig deeper and 
have a strong narrative in order to create a successful piece of art." 
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Offering secure online shopping, Low price guarantee, large stock 
ready to ship, competitive pricing, free shipping & easy returns. 

We'll show you the most fun you can have with the lights on! 

The 6ft Fi re Ribbon 
Winner of Interior Design's Best 
Architectural Product 2007 

www.sparkfires.com 
p 866.938.3846 
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ia Often portrayed as little more than 
a dense, vertical sea of urbanity, 
Hong Kong has lush gardens, surpris ­
ing beaches, and mountaintop vistas 
that aLe often.-.foigot~en. We exam­
ine it all, from the. 
harbo the b stle 
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DETO UR HONG KONG 

Studying the map over breakfast, it 

looks easy. You board the legendary 

Star Ferry at the Tsim Sha Tsui terminal 

in Kowloon, motor across Victoria 

Harbor toward the skyscrapers lining 

Hong Kong Island's financial district, 

then disembark and stroll a few blocks 

into the heart of Central, the city's 

birthplace. In reality, by the time you've 
figured out that Central's freeway­

esque thoroughfares can only be 

crossed by pedestrian walkways, got­

ten lost in one of the luxury-brand­

filled malls into which the walkways 

deposit you, stumbled into Statue 

Square and made your way through 

the hundreds in the plaza beneath 
Norman Foster's HSBC building, and 

ridden the 2,600-foot-long escalator 

up to historic Hollywood Road, you' ll 

be lucky if you haven' t missed lunch. 

If you've a taste for urban life in 
extremis, you'll be in heaven. Hong 

Kong is composed of three parts 

acquired by the British beginning in 
1841: the eponymous, mountainous 

island; Kowloon peninsula; and 

the New Territories, which include the 
region north of Kowloon plus roughly 

230 islands (leased for 99 years in 
1898, an arrangement that precipitat­

ed the 1997 handover). Each has its 

own allure. Hong Kong Island offers 

an intriguing architectural melange, 

~..tLa,r:icle.ai:Ly 20th.,.-__ tr.ii 

such as St. John's 
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and I. M. Pei's 
of China ~ 

Of the many street markets, the Ladies' 
Market on Kowloon's Tung Choi Street (top) 
is perhaps the liveliest. Crossing Victoria 
Harbor (bottom left) on the Star Ferry 

is irresistibly romantic. The New Territories' 
Botanic Gardens (bottom right) offer a 
soothing break from Hong Kong's occa­
sionally stifling urbanity. 0 
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Tower. Amidst the cheek-by-jowl ver­

nacular buildings and the steep, skinny 

streets of Central's Lan Kwai Fong 

and Soho districts, you find the lnippest 

nightlife, and at Stanley and Repulse 

Bay, delightful beaches. In Kowloon, 
the density borders on the surreal: 

Monstrous, grimy apartment struc­
tures-hung with laundry, crisscrossed 

by bamboo scaffolding, and se.em­

ingly about to collapse-line the main 
artery, Nathan Road, over which 

a montage of visually cacophonous 
signage unfurls like a neon thunder­

head. In the New Territories (apart 

from suburban development), there 

are historic Chinese villages, abun­

dant country parks, and peace. 
Overwhelming? Absolutely. But the 

public-works projects that pepper 

the city's history have delivered a 

surprisingly manageable metropolis. 

Whether you're ascending to Victoria 
Peak, the island's high point, on 

a 19th-century trolley line or riding 

the comprehensive MTR subway to 
sightsee in Sheung Wan or attend 
the Sha Tin racecourse, Hong Kong's 

pleasures are easily g rasped. 
To put things in perspective, we 

spoke with Hong Kong native Rocco 

Yim, whose Rocco Design Architects 

Ltd. is one of the city's most prolific 
architecture firms, responsible for the 

graceful Citibank Plaza, Number One 

Peking Road skyscrapers, and dozens 

of other local and international proj­

ects. We talked about Hong Kong's 

development, urban terrors and plea­
sures, and future challenges. 
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Is Hong Kong friendly to contempo­

rary architecture? 
If there is some truth to the saying 

that architecture is a reflection of a city, 

then the pragmatic, practical nature 

of Hong Kong influences most of t he 

architecture. We are very efficient 

at p utting up build ings, very good at 
making the maximum use of whatever 

space is available. We are ingenious in 

the way we adapt buildings to difficult 

sites. But at the end of the day, the first 

priority is functionality. The general 

public does not have great aspirations 
for creativity. 

Are architecture and urban design 

driven by money or by government? 

By money. Of course, the govern­

ment establishes planning and zoning 

guidelines, but it is traditional ly driven 

by f inancial considerations. 

Has this produced good results? 

Sometimes, when commercial interests 
and urban considerations coincide. 

The best example is how the city's 

infrastructure merges with buildings. 
Mass-transit stations integrate with 

shopping centers. Pedestrian move­
ment systems merge with architecture. 

There is no rigid demarcation between 

what is private and public and no 
strong psycho logical demarcat ion 

I. M. Pei's 1990 Bank of China tower (top 
left) is an immediately recognizable element 
of the Hong Kong skyline. Our expert, archi­
tect Rocco Yim (top right), ponders the city's 

between one p iece of architecture 

and the next. As a result, we have 
some very dynamic public spaces. 

Where haven't public and private 

interests merged well? 

On large residential projects. The 

efficiency the developer is trying to 

achieve is so great that the resulting 

architecture ignores the basic require­
ments of good living units. Like that 

they should be facing south, or that 

there should be adequate cross 
ventilation, or that they should not 

be overlooking other units. Usually such 

environmental considerations are 

given up in order to have as much I•• 

present and future. The 2,600-foot-long 
escalator (bottom) from t he lower Central 
district to Hong Kong Island's mid-levels 
spares the legs but hasn't eased traffic. 
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usable area as possible squeezed 
out of limited available land. At the 

same time, it gives the city a good 

compactness. 

What are the positives and negatives 

of Hong Kong's density? 
It is a user-friendly, pedestrian-friendly 

city, something that cities like Beijing 
or Los Angeles really should learn. This 

compactness produces a very vibrant 

mix. You have living zones very close to 

commercial zones. You have a market, 

sometimes literally, downstairs. You are 

within walking distance of shops, bars, 

and restaurants. 

On the other hand, in order to 

achieve this, some very basic concerns 

are neglected. You have to be able to 
stand the noise. Privacy is a problem­

you can't be the sort of p erson who 

likes living in Vancouver. And some­

times this density creates a "wa ll" 

effect, blocking the winds from the sea 

and worsening pollution. 

Is the government confronting 
these problems? 

They have started to down-zone most 
development to reduce the density of 

new sites. In two recent incidents, they 
almost halved the amount of develop­

ment that was permitted before. 

Originally the Supreme Court, Hong Kong's 
Legislative Council Building (top), completed 
in 1912, remains a high-water mark of 
Colonial-era architecture. Luk Yu Tea House, 
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on Stanley Street in Central (bottom right), 
has been serving incomparable dim sum 
since 1933. Workers survey the harbor­
reclamation efforts (bottom left). 

How did the land-reclamation proj­

ects, which have been going on for 
150 years and have reshaped Hong 

Kong's topography, get started? 

We are short of land. And yet the gov­

ernment throughout history has relied 

on profits from land sales to finance the 

city. It is one reason why we have such 

low income taxes. And the only way we 
could get new land to sell is through 

reclamations, time and again. 

Twenty years ago, it took 15 min­

utes to cross the harbor by ferry. 

Now, because of the increased 

amount of landfill, it takes about 

eight. Has it gone too far? 

It's a very politically sensitive issue. Two 

or three years ago, when people saw 
the last reclamation, they were alarmed 

that the harbor was becoming more 

like a river. Now there is a law that pro­
hibits further damage. 

Also, people have been complain­

ing for many years that Hong Kong's 
shoreline is a mess- not a single 

restaurant or promenade. And one 
reason is that the government is 

always engaging in further reclama­
tions, so there's no point in designing 

anything. Now that the last one has 

begun. they are finally going forward 
with consultations on how to best 

design the waterfront. ••· 
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British architect Norman Foster sited the 
banking hal l on the HSBC bui lding's first 
level, rather than the customary ground 
floor, to create an open-air plaza at street 
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level. Architecture aficionados can explore 
the structure freely. As is the case in most 
of Hong Kong's major buildings, access is 
largely unrestricted. 
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Has historic preservation become 

a priority? 
It has. It used to be that there wasn't 

a strong w ill t o do so because if you 
knocked down an o ld b uild ing and 

sold the land, you could get more 

income. Over the last two years, how­

ever, the government has been actively 

t rying to p reserve historic struct ures 
like Central Police Station, but there is 

always difficulty getting a consensus. 

There are o rganizatio ns that say you 

cannot touch a single brick. O n the 

other hand, there are people-includ­

ing myself, and most archit ects-who 

say you have to be creative by adding 

or transforming elements t o make it 
work, as with the Tate Modern. 

What are the big challenges 

for the future? 

What we need is a couple of good­
quality public buildings that we can be 

proud of. The government does not go 

for design competitions. They're afraid 

of b udgeting, of controversies. 

The second challenge is to find an 

intelligent balance between sustain­

ability concerns and issues of density 
and compactness. Government is 

responding to environmental groups 

and downscaling development sites. 
But there is a danger that the pendulum 

is swinging too much the other way 
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In operation since 1888, the Peak Tram (top) 
conveys visitors to Victoria Peak, atop Hong 
Kong Island, in about ten minutes. The view 
from the peak's 1,810-foot high point 

too fast. That by drastically reducing 

the density of our city, we might lose 

our o riginal strength, that we are walk­

able and connectable. 

Has the city changed much since 

the handover? 

It changed q uite a bit over the last two 

years. The public is more concerned 
with the environment, preservation, 

and reclamation. That is very d ifferent 

from the British era. It's an outgrowth 
of a new form of government. We have 

more independent legislators, so peo­

ple's voices are increasingly heard. 

If a visit or only has a few d ays, w hat 
are Hong Kong's must -dos? 

You must take the Peak Tram and take 
a look from above. And the ride is 

interesting- there's one stretch where 

it's so steep, it's almost vertical. 

Then I would suggest you take the 

escalators up to the mid-levels [of 
Central]. There you can see the different 

strata of development. From the latest , 

to o ld Cent ra l, to the messy residential 

neighborhoods on the upper mid­

levels, to the more high-class, quieter 
resident ia I levels. 

Any museums? 

Unfortunately, our museums are all 

bad [laughs]. Ii" 

(bottom left) is equally spectacular in every 
direction, assuming the day is smog-free. 
As the city's many food stalls attest (bottom 
right), Hong Kong is a gourmand's paradise. 
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A FOUNTAIN 
OF YOUTH 

IN A CONVENIENT TAKE HOME SIZE 

In a Swim Ex Luxury Pool or Spa you can relax, 

exercise, even entertain in your own heated 
pool without the expense, maintenance or 

space of a full-sized pool. SwimEx is beyond 
the ordinary lap pool, its a complete workout 
station. Ruggedly constructed and exquisitely 

detailed, SwimEx p,ools add value and 
enhance the beauty of your home. 

---- ~ Swim Ex® 
CALL 800-877-7946 FOR A FREE HOME 
POOL DVD OR VISIT WWW.SWIM EX.COM 
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Natui:al Sit:es 
Vic:t:oria Peak [ OJ.] 
thepeak.com .hlc 
Peak Tram lower 
terminal: Garden Rd. , 
Central 

llacloo:rie Fan a: lot:anic 
Ga:rden 
kfbg. o:rg. hlc 
Lam Lam Rd., Tai PO 

llollg Kong Pa:rk [02] 
19 Cotton T:ree Dr., 
Central 

.ucbitect:u:i:e 
HSBC Building [ 0 3) 

hsbc.com.hk 
1 Queen's Rd., Central 

Bank of China Towe:r [ 04] 
1 Garden Rd., Central 

Legislative Council 
Building ( fome:r Sap:rene 
Court) [05] 
8 Jackson Road, Central 

Fo:rme:r Cent:.:ral Police 
St:at:ion [ 06] 
10 Hollywood Rd., 
Central 

Peninsula Bong l(ong 
Rot:el [07] 
hongkong.peninsula.com 
Salisbury Road, Tsim 
Sha Tsui 

Shopping 

St:aDl.ey Ma:rket: 
hlc - stanley-market . com 
Stanley Beach, Stanley 

Jade Ma:rket: [ oe] 
Kan.su St. , Yau Ha Tei 

Ladies' Ma:rket: 
TUn,g Choi St . , 
Mon.g Kok 

Fl-:r Ma:rket: 
Flower Market Rd., 
Hong Kok 

Tai 0 fishillg village 
Lantau 

Hong Kong, China 

Religious Sit:es 
Wong Tai Sin Temple 
siksikyuen.org. hlc 
2 Chuk Yuen, 
Wong Tai Sin 

St:. John's Cathedral (09) 
stjohnscathedral.org.hlc 
4- 8 Garden Rd. , Central 

Po Lin Moaast:e:ry and 
Big llucldha 
Ngong Ping, Lantau 

l'IUseums 
rlagat:aff Bouse Muaeua 

of Tea Ware [ l.O] 
lcsd.gov. hlc/ ce/Museum/ 
A:rts/ english/tea/ intro/ 
eint:ro .ht:ml 
10 Cotton Tree Dr., 
Central 
Tel. 852 2869 0690 

BoQg Kong Muaeu11 of .ut: 
[ll] 
hlc. art. museum 
10 Salisbury Rd. , Tsim 
Sha Tsui 

GLOUCESTER RD 

CAROLINE Hill 
HENNESSY RD 

MORRISON HILL 

Bong Kong Mas-
of Bist:ory (12] 
lcsd.gov.hk/ CE/ Museum/ 
History/ index.php 
100 Chatham Rd. South, 
Tsim Sha Tsui 

Rest:au:rant:• 
Roi Tin Garden 
53-59 Praya Rd., Lei 
Yue Mun 
Tel. 852 2347 7085 

IAlk JU Tea &oase (13] 
24-26 Stanley St. , 
Central 
Tel. 852 2523 5464 

1'unJ Kee Restaurant: (14] 
32-40 Wellington St . , 
Central 
Tel. 852 2522 1624 

autong [15] 
28th Floor, 1 Peking 
Rd. , Tsim Sha Tsui 
Tel. 852 3428 8342 

HAPPY VALLEY 

Yan rob Been Spoon 
by Alain Ducasse 
Roba lntercont:iDental 
Bong Kong [ 16] 
hongkong-ic. inter 
continental. com 

The St:eak Boase 
wineba:r a G:rill at t:be 
Inte:rContinental Hotel 
18 Salisbury Rd., 
Tsim Sha Tsui 
Tel . 852 2721 1211 

The Ve:randah 
The llepulse Bay 
therepulsebay. com 
109 Repulse Bay Rd. , 
Repulse Bay 
Tel. 852 2292 2822 

Tsui Bang Village 
RHt:au:rant: [ 17 ] 
16-18 Queen's Rd., 
Central 
Tel. 852 2524 2012 II 
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STUDIO PALI FEKETE ARCHITECTS 

Studio Pali Fekete Architects (SPF: a) houses an award­
winning design team and ·one of the world's most 
accomplished technical documentation workshops. 
Residential, office, mixed use, sustainable design- and 
everything in between. Awards range from House of 
the Year in Architecture magazine to local and National 
AIA Honor Awards. The studio is led by principals 
Zoltan E. Pali, FAIA, and Judit Meda Fekete, LEED AP. 

spfa.com 

310-558-0902 

SPF: a 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 
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Modern Outdoor 

Time to enjoy the great outdoors­
what better way than in our latest 
design- the Luma Adjustable Chaise 
Lounge. Available in many differ-
ent material choices. Commercial 
grade construction with residential 
aesthetics. 

Made in the U.S., short lead times, 
and environmentally conscious 
materials. 

Tel. 818-785-0171 
modernoutdoor.com 

Kinder Coat Hook 

The common coat hook gets a make­
over with functional enhancements. 
An elegant curved shape supports 
any garment, avoid ing the annoy­
ing "bubble bulge" caused by most 
hooks. A seamless loop of brushed 
stainless steel with customizable 
faceplate g ives the finishing touch 
to any interior. 

Tel. 508-698-0606 
theartofstorage.com 

Distinctive Track Hardware 

Make a statement with sliding doors. 
Wide selection of styles. sizes. and 
finishes. Enhance offices, lofts. homes. 
and more with hardware that can 
transform any room. For fast, friendly, 
old-fashioned service give us a call! 
Mention this ad for a dealer discount. 

Guaranteed Lowest Price. 

Specialty Doors 
Toll-free 866-815-8151 
barndoorhardware.com 

LAXseries 
by VIA5f 

LAX Series 
by Mash Studios 

With unique sliding closures that 
float seamlessly and no visible 
hardware, the LAX Series brings 
a sense o f refinement and calm to 
your living space. The collection 
includes tables. desks, shelving 
units, beds, and headboards. 

Tel. 310-313-4700 
info@laxseries.com 
laxseries.com 

Modern Furnishings 

Modern Studio Furnishings is a cre­
ative environment that showcases 
our products and provides a modern 
aesthetic with traditional customer 
service. Located in Laguna Beach, CA. 
We carry custom as well as modern 
and contemporary collections suited 
for residential, restaurant, hospitality, 
and all manner of public spaces. 

modern-furnishings.com 

0 FOR THE I MEMBER 
PLANE't 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art ... the Cirque ceiling fan, 
a high-performance dynamic sculp­
ture, Good Design Award winner. 
View mahogany and multicolored 
b lade versions on our website. 
Includes SOW light and touch con­
trol system, remote control avail­
able. Lifetime warranty. Buy great 
fan and lighting designs on our 
website or call Monday through 
Friday from 7 AM to 5 PM PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
g2art.com 

Sarah Blodgett 
Photography 

Not-too-terrible art for your home or 
office. Custom printed photographic 
images, landscapes, botanicals, and 
st ill lifes, small and large sizes. Please 
browse our on line gallery for viewing 
and ordering. 

568 South Center Street 
Millerton, NY 
Tel. 518-789-9069 
sarahblodgett.com 



Genius Jones 

Design for a new generation. The 
smartest products for kids and par­
ents. Exceptional customer service. 
Online gift registry is available. 

Shown: Hippie Tipi, $199. 
Free shipping. 

Toll-free 866-GENIUS-J 
Toll-free 866-436-4875 
geniusjones.com 

Viro 

Viro, the leader in environmentally 
friendly all-weather wicker, intro­
duces the Core Collection-thirty 
creative and d istinctive fibers ready 
to ship l Viro now also offers FRUV­
grade fiber for marine applications. 
These fibers maintain their strength, 
color and UV rating while achieving 
the IMO A652-16 flame-retardant 
standard. For more information call 
or visit us online. 

Tel. 818-885-8981 
virofiber.com 

Come and Meet 
the Boogaloos! 

The newest members of the b labla 
family are soft, cuddly, warm, and 
funny creatures made from 100 
percent natural fibers. Designed 
by Florence Wetterwald and hand­
made by Peruvian artisans. 

blabla 
1189 Virginia Ave NE 
Atlanta, GA 30306 
Tel. 404-875-6496 
info@blablakids.com 
blablakids.com 

GOODBUILD 
good build.biz 

Innovative Building Materials: 
DURAT® recycled countertop 
material, top-quality bamboo 
flooring, innovative finger-jointed 
wood flooring, ThermaChannel 
energy-efficient steel studs. 

Tel. 503-517-2199 
durat-usa.com 
bestbambooflooring.com 
fjflooring.com 
thermachannel.com 

Brooklyn Rockwerks 

Using natural rocks reclaimed from 
New York City construction sites, 
Adam Distenfeld makes sculptures 
and custom fountains for indoor and 
outdoor spaces. His studio, Brooklyn 
Rockwerks, is located in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

Brooklyn Rockwerks 
129 Noll Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11206 
Tel. 718-628-5993 
brooklynrockwerks.com 

Get Your Hands on 
J Schatz 

Come out, come out...lntroducing 
the lounge perfect Peekaboo 
Pendant. One of 10,000 wonder­
certified and exquisitely finished 
ceramic products handcrafted 
by J Schatz in New York since 
2004. Cilindro pendants, star egg 
nig htlights, and more. Indulge in a 
moment of wonder with a J Schatz 
product today. 

Toll-free 866-344-5267 
jschatz.com 

Join In to FLOR's Trade Only Program 

For more than just the home, FLOR's 
modularity, versatility, and unique 
colors and textures are the perfect fit 
for your next p roject. 

From the home to the office, there is 
a FLOR that fits. 

Toll-free 866-281-3567 
flor.com/trade/dwel102 



Fetching New Pet Beds 

Introducing a simply stunning new 
collection of Crypton Pet Beds in 
styles that will complement any mod­
ern decor. And since they're made 
with Crypton Super Fabrics, every 
fiber is permanently shielded from 
stains, odors, moisture, and bacteria, 
so accidents and d irt clean right off. 
See our entire assortment of pet 
beds-or design your own-online, 
or call us for more information. 

Toll-free 800-CRYPTON 
cryptonfabric.com 

Address Numbers 

Largest select ion of architectural 
address numbers. Forty-one d iffere·nt 
styles- from modern to traditional. 
Twelve finishes-satin and anodized 
aluminum, bronze, and others. 
Sizes 2" to 24' . Lifetime warranty. 

Shown: Ribbon Deep/satin alumi­
num; Ribbon Condensed/satin alu­
minum; Copperplate/patina bronze; 
Architectural/oxidized bronze. 

Tel. 818-503-9443 
architecturalnumbers.com 

Narrow Modular Pavers 

Notice this amazing break from 
old-style square pavers and appreci­
ate the sleek linear look of Narrow 
Modular Pavers. These d istinctive 
precast concrete pavers by Stepstone 
caught the eye of so many architects 
and designers that it is now one of 
our most popular products. 

Toll-free (800) 572-9029 
stepstoneinc.com 

CLUB CHAIR 

an 1mau 1. 

animavi™ 
Contemporary Design for 
Sustainable Living™ 

Timeless in design and durable 
in construction, the Animavi Club 
Chair is intended to last a lifetime. 
A matching ottoman is available. 

Animavi's premium products are 
produced with the highest quality 
sustainable materials. We believe 
Sustainable Design = Good Design. 

Please visit us online. 

animavi.com 

Seascape Lighting 

We specialize in build ing custom 
light fixtures, in-house printed 
lampshade fabric, table and floor 
lamps, and wall sconces. We work 
with wood, acrylic, metal, and over 
75 fabrics, including silks, veneers, 
linens, and natural p lant fibers. 

Call or fax for a quotation and a 
40-page color catalog. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
Fax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

Nine Sixty Nine 

Built on a summit overlooking 
Austin's skyline, Nine Sixty Nine 
provides a blend of function, 
sophistication, simplicity, and an 
uncompromised lifestyle to meet 
each owner's individual needs. 

Model open daily- priced from 
$200K. 

Pauly + Presley Realty 
Tel. 512-779-7001 
agaveaustin.com 

ROMP 

Purveyors of innovation and delight­
Ii ke the Wallpaper Menagerie by lnke 
Heiland: vintage wallpapers hand-cut 
into silhouettes of animals, trees, and 
more! Ready-to-hang DIY kits. 

ROMP stocks toys, decor, and grown­
up goods too. 

Retail and wholesale. 

Toll-free 866-930-ROMP 
rompstore.com 

Rakks® Shelving 
Systems 

Rakks is your source for sophisticated 
and flexible shelving solutions. Floor­
to-ceiling compression poles (shown) 
are used to create a combination 
shelving unit and room divider. 
Information about our full line of 
wall-mounted and pole-supported 
shelving products can be found on 
our website. 

Toll-free 800-826-6006 
rakks.com 



the as4 modular 
furniture system 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. 718-596-5045 
atlaseast.com 

PALAZZETTie 

www.palazzetti.com 

S.STEIN workbags 

Workbags and wallets for the highly 
industrious. Classic and indestruc­
tib le, our bags transport all you need 
for work or play. Made in the USA. 

Shown: Project bag and Wine tote in 
olive drab canvas, industrial suede, 
and cotton marine webbing. 

Santa Fe, NM 
Tel. 505-699-5963 
ssteindesign.com 

LBL Lighting 

LBL Lighting's Sway pendant is 
based on natural simplicity. The 
soft curves and organic co lor 
palette allow the piece to settle 
into any relaxed environment. 

Shown: Sway pendants, brown 

Toll-free 800-323-3226 
lbllighting.com 

rozzet 

Rozzet offers a sophisticated collec­
tion of rugs for yoga, pilates. and 
meditation. A beautiful offering from 
a wide range of exquisite fibers fea· 
turing the "rozzet" weave, an innova­
tive flatweave developed by rozzet. 
A ll the rugs are dimensionally stable, 
durable, washable, and eco-friendly. 
Developed to maintain the integrity 
of your lifestyle. 

Tel. 603-833-3342 
info@rozzet.com 
rozzet.com 

SUNBED $395 

t~akwarehouse.com 
Teak Patio Furniture, 
Wholesale Prices! 

We supply retailers, hotels, resorts, 
architects, landscapers, and design­
ers in the international market 
worldwide. Over 90,000 square feet. 
Tho usands of teak choices, all ready 
to go. Email for quotes. Teak your 
outdoors! 

Toll-free 866-937-8325 
sales@teakwarehouse.com 
teakwarehouse.com 

* 2"l.odertt 
2Modern.com 
Unique. Conscious. Functional. Beautiful. 

2Modern features furniture, 
lighting, and accessories for 
the modem lifestyle. 

New! Find prescreened modern 
architects and designers in your area. 
Visit 2Modern! 

Toll-free 888-222-4410 
2modern.com/dwell 

Home and office. 
Lig hting. 
Kids and baby. 
Personal accessories. 
Eco-friendly. 
Architects and designers. 



Lightline® Canopies 
The Utmost in Function and Design 

Sold in easy-to-install kits with 
brushed stainless steel support 
brackets, UV-resistant acrylic visor 
panels, integrated aluminum rain 
gutters, and all the necessary 
assembly hardware. Select from 
a variety of styles, sizes, and 
finishes. 

Feeney Architectural Products 
Toll-free 800-888-2418 
feeneyarchitectural.com 

Concreteworks 

Concreteworks is a design and fab­
rication studio specializing in the 
craft of concrete. Through invention, 
design and craft, Concreteworks has 
developed proprietary processes 
that enable innovative and limit less 
possibilities for an age-old material. 
We offer custom solutions as well 
as a full product line. 

Tel. 510·534-7141, California 
Tel. 732-390-9944, New York 
concreteworks.com 

GelPro Gel-Filled Anti-Fatigue Floor Mats 

Finally you can spend t ime in the 
kitchen creating your favorite meals 
without the pain and d iscomfort 
caused by hard kitchen floors. As 
seen on HGTV, GelPro Mats are filled 
with a soft gel that makes standing 
on even the hardest floor a pleasure. 
These innovative mats are scientifi­
cally engineered to absorb shock 
and reduce pain-causing pressure. 
Enjoy t ime spent in the kitchen even 
if you suffer from back pain, foot 
pain, or arthritis. 

Available in many sizes, and all mats 
are sta in-resistant. Don't worry about 
red wine or pasta sauce spills- dean 
up's a breeze. Proudly made in the 
USA. Makes a great gift, too. Order 
yours today and stand in comfort! 

Toll-free 866-GEL-MATS 
Toll-free 866-435-6287 
gelpro.com 

Step Into the Future 

Europa Stairways: a new generation 
of stair and railing systems of custom­
made glass, stainless steel, wood, 
powder-coated steel, cable railings, 
acrylic, LED light systems in g lass 
treads, and more! For commercial 
and residential use. Visit our home 
page. We design and build your 
dream stairs. 

Shown: Model 500 MF, glass treads, 
and brushed stainless steel stringers. 

Tel. 786-845-9844 
europastairways.com 

Grennan's Murphy 
Beds 

We offer the most flexib il ity in overall 
wall bed design. Our hardware sys· 
tem gives you unlimited design capa­
bilit ies to "hide" the bed in any room. 
See our new desk bed design that 
keeps the attached desk level while 
opening the bed. No need to remove 
your work from the desk. 

Complete bed/cabinet units or hard­
ware sales nationwide. 

Toll free 888-291-1306 
grennans.com 

MKD Outdoor 

The lounge is the basis for the entire 
2008 collection from MKD. The new 
outdoor line includes lounge chairs, 
ottomans, d ining tables and chairs, 
benches, chaise loungers, and more. 
Built to withstand the weather, our 
line is made from the finest quality 
teak, anodized aluminum, and stain­
less steel. 

mkdoutdoor.com 

Modem Lfestyle Designs 

Dwell Homes 

Modernist, streamlined, sleek, bold, 
functional, and inspiring, the Dwell 
Home is a thoughtful approach to 
simplified living spaces. 

The modern, all-new NextHouse 
was designed by Joel Turkel from 
Empyrean International. Please 
check our website for homes under 
const ruction or call to speak with 
a Client Service Director. 

Toll-free 800-727-3325 
thedwellhomes.corn 



Contemporary Lighting 
by LBCLighting.com 

LBCLighting.com presents a wide 
variety of lighting for commercial 
and residential. 

Shown: Vo/are ceiling fan by 
Fanimation, Mod 2097 chandelier 
by Flos, Monorail lighting system 
by Tech Lighting, Big Bang wall 
light by Foscarini, Sonnet 7-light 
pendant by Eurofase, Keplero table 
lamp by AXO, Spun floor lamps 
by Flos, Track lights by Juno, and 
Corona chandelier by Fire Farm. 

Landscape for a 
Cleaner, Cooler Earth 

Science meets design. Large-volume 
landscape. Architect-grade modular 
planters bring the garden to your 
decks, balconies, and rooftops. 

Shown: hardwood and aluminum. 
Marble, slate, metal, resin panels 
available. Custom sizes. 

Tel. 305-857-0466 
deepstreamdesigns.com 

Visit our website at LBCLighting.com 
for more lighting selections. 

Free shipping. Fast service. 
Price-match guarantee. 

Toll free 800-S22-0407 
lbclighting.com 

outdoorcollections.com 
All-Weather Wicker, 
Wholesale Prices' 

Do you want a uniquely d ifferent 
outdoor space? The latest designs 
and styles are now available 
from Outdoor Collections by Teak 
Warehouse. Just launched ... the 
2008 range of all-weather wicker. 

Toll-free 866-937-8325 
sales@outdoorcollections.com 
outdoorcollections.com 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand­
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
1 SO years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
iron, brass, and steel. Free catalog. 
Factory showroom open to public. 
Web/phone orders welcome. We 
ship anywhere! 

SS West 17th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
Toll-free 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

EcoSmart™ Fire 
ecosmartfire.com 

The EcoSmart1"' Fire is an environ­
mentally friendly open fireplace. The 
EcoSmart1"' Fire is flueless and does 
not require any insta llation or utility 
connection for fuel supply, which 
makes it ideal for just about any 
architectural environment. Fueled by 
a renewable modern energy (dena­
tured alcohol), it burns clean and is 
virtually maintenance free. Featuring 
remarkable design flexib ility, the 
simplicity of the EcoSmart™ Burner 

DGllDDll 
Modern Mailboxes 
By mailboxes.co.nz 

The modern home deserves a mod­
em mailbox. We have a complete 
range. We are from New Zealand 
and ship worldwide. Check out the 
"modern" page on our website. 

mailboxes.co.nz 

and the modular nature of its design 
grants consumers with significant 
versatility and choice. UL Listed 
Collection. 

Discover why EcoSmart'"' Fires are 
igniting the global design scene. 

EcoSmart Inc. 
Tel . 310-914.333S 
usa@ecosmartfire.com 



Concrete Floors 

Organic concrete floors. Custom 
colors, patterns, and designs for new 
or existing concrete. Benefits include 
ease of maintenance, fewer allergen s, 
durability ... 

Comprehensive information and 
photo gallery online, p lus find a con­
crete nooring contractor in your area. 

fabconcretefloors.com 

Custom Modern Portraits 
Art from your DNA, Fingerprints, or Lips 

The world 's most personalized 
art. Great g ift idea. Printed on high­
quali ty canvas. We send you an easy­
to-use kit and instructions. Process 
is simple and painless. Each p iece 
is as unique as you. 

DNA Portraits: Choose from 25 
colors and several size options. 
Combine multiple people's DNA 
on a single canvas. Swab-based 
collection method. $390+ 

OrangePiel 

Join our textile design revolution. 
Our grand-format textiles allow 
seamless installations up to 16' x 
165'. Inherent acoustical proper­
ties reinvent atmospheres and 
reengineer acoustic complications. 
Fire-rated textiles are perfect for 
commercial, retail, restaurants, 
and residential construction and 
remodeling. 

Tel. 415-869-8824 
orangepiel.com 

Fingerprint Portraits: Thousands of 
color options. Collection kit includes 
ink strips and collection card. $190+ 

KISS Portraits: Turn lips into art. 
Includes MAC lipstick in collection 
kit. $290+ 

Toll-free 866-619-9574 
dna11 .com 

Modern Cabana 

Modern and green designer acces­
sory structures. Whether it's 100 
or 1,000+ square-feet, the cabana's 
prefabricated design leaves room for 
imagination and budget to acces­
sorize your unit to fit the way you live. 

moderncabana.com 

M etroSofa 
Recycled "New Again" Furniture 

Unique one-off boutique hotel-lobby 
style chairs and sofas from green 
prefab pioneer MetroShed. Each 
p iece is custom made using only 
the best materials. Custom projects 
welcome. Nationwide shipping. 
Free sofa shipping to California and 
New York. 

Tel. 310-295-0072 
info@metrosofa.com 
metrosofa.com 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable, and vis­
ionary designers around the world. 
Like the original Bubble chair from 
Finland by Eero Aarnio. 

Visit us online or in our store! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Lo s Angeles, CA 
Toll-free 866-758-7430 
Tel. 323-951-0748 
plushpod.com 

Recycled 
Aluminum Tile 

Mix modern metal mosaics with 
character and texture. Explore our 
galleries of bamboo, cork, stone, 
linoleum, and recycled g lass tiles 
and order samples online. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Shown: 2" x 2" mixed finishes, $35/sf 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
Madison, WI 
Toll-free 866-250-3273 
ecofriendlyflooring.com 



modwalls 
Architectural Surfaces That Inspire 

Modern wall and floor coverings 
including g lass, porcelain, cork, river 
rocks, and recycled g lass pebble tile. 
O rder online. Free shipping in the 
continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Shown: Mod Rocks TM "Sierra" 

mod walls.com 

Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or t raditional. 
Pre-designed or custom. 
Small, medium, and large 
or multifamily. 

Affordable. Real. Available now. 
Available in the U.S. and Canada. 

Toll-free 877-379-4382 
info@hivemodular.com 
hivemodular.com 

RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space- keep your light! 
We specialize in beautiful space 
d ivid ing systems designed to create 
private environments without sacri· 
!icing natural light. System choices 
include: slid ing, bypassing, pocket, 
fold ing, pivot, and fixed. A variety 
of frames and translucent layers to 
choose from. Now available in stan­
dard sizes through our Quick Ship 
program! Visit our website for more 
detai ls. 

Tel. 212-421-0641 
raydoor.com 

Mat the Basics 
Textures You Have to Touch 

Mat the Basics pioneers a new type 
of rug by combining materials and 
weaving techniques to create new 
st ructures and textures. RugMark 
certified creations made entirely by 
hand by skilled weavers, using the 
best materials. 

Newport 
info@matcointl.com 
mat-thebasics.com 

ArtByLT 

It's easy to become a collector of fine 
art with these surprising ly affordable 
orig inal paintings and limited edition 
g iclee prints on canvas by New York 
abstract artist Lynne Taetzsch. O nline 
catalog of ready-to-hang art sized 
20" x 20" to 72" x 54". 

Studio 
Ithaca, NY 
Toll-free 877-278-2581 
artbylt.com 

Stone Forest 

Cutting-edge designs for bath, kitch­
en, and garden sculpted from natural 
materials. Stone, bronze, bamboo, 
copper, iron, and hardwoods. Call for 
a catalog. 

Shown: Papi/Ion Bathtub and Infinity 
Pedestal Sink in Carrara marble. 

Toll-free 888-682-2987 
stoneforest.com/dwell 

all Popa rt.corn 
Lifestyle on Canvas™ 

Take a snapshot and have us make 
it into a customized hand-illustrated 
portrait , in your choice of style, mate­
rials and sizes, within 2 weeks or less. 
Silhouettes, comics, and vintage illus­
trations. Visit our Samples Gallery at 
all Po part.com. Enter code: DWL0708 
for free shipping. 

Shown: Warho/Style 26" x 26" 
on canvas. 

Toll-free 877-728-9278 
allpopart.com 



More Than a Painting 

Fresh and dimensional, these painted 
const ructions capture attention with 
their strong physical presence. Hand ­
cut painted aluminum pieces, fitted 
and nailed into place, wrap around 
the edges of a wood base. This t reat­
ment brings tactile surface and arcni· 
tectural qualities to the individually 
built art for interior walls. 

Commissions are welcome. 

Tel. 831-278-2358 
mimi@mimicahalan.com 
mimicahalan.com 

Conde House 

Top is made out of white oak or 
walnut p lanks with visible ebony 
swallowtail wood jo ints. Smooth and 
distressed surfaces are available. 
Stainless steel legs. 

Shown: Tosai Round Table 
by Peter Maly. 

Conde House Showroom 
2 Henry Adams Street #291 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Tel. 415-864-8666 
condehouse.com 

Chern er 
The Cherner Chair Company 

The 1958 molded plywood armchair 
by Norman Cherner is a mid-century 
icon. Cherner tables, chairs, and 
stools are fully licensed products 
of the Cherner Chair Company. 
Reissued from the orig inal drawings 
and molds. Made in the U.S.A. 

Toll-free 866-243-7637 
chernerchair.com 
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Dwell's Modern Market 

Formatted Ye- or 'A-page four-color 
ads are available. For more informa· 
tion please contact a Modern Market 
representative according to region. 

Angela Ames 
Director of Sales 
Tel. 415-898-5329 
angela@dwell.com 

Diane Barrett 
California 
Tel. 415-389-1879 
diane@dwell.com 

Cisco Home 
Sustainable Living 

We are proud to lead the industry 
in offering fully sustainable furniture 
for people who embrace the ele­
gance of enduring craftsmanship 
and the organic beauty of pure 
natural materials because fine living 
should be natural. 

Locations: Los Angeles, San Francisco 
New York I ABC Home 

ciscohome.net 
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Joanne Lazar 
Southwest & Southeast Regions 
Tel. 631 -320-3185 
jlazar@dwell.com 

Diane Maclean 
Northwest & Midwest Regions 
Tel. 248-858-9094 
dmaclean@dwell.com 

Lauren Dismuke Zivyak 
Eastern Region 
Tel. 917-941 -1148 
lauren@dwell.com 

Big Chill 

I 
I~ 
I I 
I_ 

Get out of the box and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function· 
al ity, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we left off was the 
chisel; no defrosting required! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
info@bigchillfridge.com 
bigchillfridge.com 
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Lumens Light+ Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

Lumens features an extensive 
selection of energy-efficient lighting 
allowing you to "Go Green" and 
save without compromising beauty 
and style. Lumens is your source 
for modern lighting, fans, and 
home accessories. Find the best­
known brands like Artemide, Flos, 
FontanaArte, Foscarini, LBL, Tech, 
Modern Fan and Minka Aire, as 
well as the latest design-studio 
inspirations. 

furniturea 
Daring Color. Adventurous Design. 

Furniturea beds are made to order 
in 24 colors and will accommodate 
mattress sizes from 6" to 22" deep 
while providing a consistent 27" 
bedding height above the floor. 
Daybeds are 22" high, making them 
more comfortable for seating. 

Toll-free 800-313-0511 
furniturea.com/dwell 

• Lumens.com$ 
LIGHT+ LIVING 

Great accessories and furniture from 
Alessi, Angela Adams, Blom us, Blu Dot, 
Kartell, Salviati, and more. Friendly, 
expert service. Low price guarantee. 
Free shipping. Easy returns. 

Shown: Taza Pendant by 2thousand 
degrees TM from Tech Lighting 

Toll-free 877-445-4486 
lumens.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the 
Modern Lollygagger 

Freshly redesigned for spring, the 
Picket Series is ready to go. Made 
with 600 recycled plastic milk jugs. A ll 
Loll furniture is maintenance free and 
perfect ly suited for commercial or 
residential use. 

Now get out there and enjoy! 

lolldesigns.com 

Ebb Concept 

Neo-Metro offers the wall-mounted, 
ADA configured washbasin in 24", 
36" and 55" configurations. Pedestal 
and custom color matching is 
available. 

Toll-free 800-591-9050 
neo-metro.com 

Modern us 
Custom Modern Doors 

We offer a complete range of modern 
doors and wall systems for residential 
and commercial applications. Our 
custom doors are made in Italy and 
offer incredible value and lasting 
quality. They are made of aluminum. 
g lass, and wood and come in different 
finishes. 

OOMPA TOYS 

Oompa 

Eco-friendly, unique, and modern 
European children's furniture, rugs, 
and room decor items including 
mobiles and pillows. Check out 
the FSC certified Ecotots collection 
(shown). 

Find the best selection of quality 
baby toys, wooden toys, and g ifts for 
young chi ldren that are both modern 
and whimsical for the little ones in 
your life. 

Toll-free 888-825-41 09 
oompa.com 

Visit our website or g ive us a call 
to learn more. 

Modern us 
Toll-free 800-755-8940 
Fax 888-630-9060 
modernus.com 



Inhabit 

Modern Bedding Designs from 
Inhabit. Surround yourself with 
modern bedding collections, pil­
lows. art and accessories. lighting, 
and award-winning embossed wall 
coverings. Well-thought-out selec· 
t ion, affordably priced, free shipp ing 
on orders over $200. 

Toll-free 888-830-5072 
inhabitliving.com 

Beehive Co-op 
Local by Design 

Beehive Co-op is reinventing retail 
and redefining craft. Our mission is 
to nurture the creativity and entrepre­
neurial spirit of emerging designers 
and in the process invigorate local 
communities with lovingly crafted, 
locally made products from the most 
talented professional designers in the 
region. Beehive Co-op is understated 
exuberance, a dynamically evolving 
mix of designers and products not 

ISS Designs Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wal l space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelv­
ing system. ISS Designs combines 
a clean modern look with strength 
and ease of installation. Wall­
mounted and pole-mounted options. 
Anodized aluminum hardware 
with custom shelves and cabinets 
for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free 877-477-5487 
info@issdesigns.com 
issdesigns.com 

found at the local mall. Whether you 
are seeking a shop to call your own, 
a place to market and grow your 
business, or hand made products to 
covet, Beehive is inspired retail. 

Franchise opportunities available. 

Tel. 678-429-1418 
beehiveco-op.com 

Fusion Furniture LLC 

Reborn: RE series by Tim George. 
Carts originally manufactured in 
the 1950s for the medical profes­
sion but never used until their recent 
modification and transition into 
the B52. Limited-edition offer. 

Shown: 852 Stainless Steel Bar, 
ca. 1952. 

Tel. 515-988-6684 
fusionfurnituregallery.com 

photowow.com 

Your Fav Photos 
into Fab Art! 

Join the many celebrities who have 
chosen one of the 40 fun and unique 
designs photowow creates from 
your favorite photos. Easily p lace 
your order online, choose a design, 
and receive a print on canvas from 
12' x 12" to 42" x 42' one week after 
approving your proof. Priced from 
$139 to $589. Easily order online 
at photowow.com. Great Father's 
Day gift! 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 

kitHAUS k3 

Tne backyard office, playroom, work­
out studio, get-away-from-the-kids 
escape you've always wanted. K3 
ships flat and assembles in two days. 
Plus, its compact 117-square-feet 
make it permit-exempt in most areas. 

Tel. 415-676-6648 
info@kithaus.com 
kithaus.com 

Douglas Thayer 
Woodworking 

Artist-designed contemporary con­
crete and wood furniture created for 
indoor and outdoor use. Each piece 
is stylish, combining sleek lines and 
pleasing proportions for furniture that 
is a harmonious addition to any set­
ting. Made of solid exotic, domestic, 
a111d reclaimed hardwoods. 

21 2 Northwest Road 
Westhampton, MA 01027 
Tel. 413-527-4491 
douglasthayer.com 



Trellis Structures 

For twelve years Trellis Structures 
has been designing and fabricating 
innovative garden structures. The 
finest grade of western red cedar, a 
renewable resource from managed 
forests, is used to create unique 
outdoor settings. 

Shown: A contemporary pergola 
with privacy panels. 

Toll-free 800-649-6920 
trellisstructures.com 

Food Map Container 

Grow your own fruit, vegetables, 
and herbs in the modern Food Map 
Container. Our product enables 
people with limited outdoor space 
to grow food at home without hav­
ing to compromise on design. The 
Container has rubber wheels for 
mobility as weather and sunlight 
conditions change. 

foodmapdesign.com 

Shenspace 
Conscious Modern Art and Design 

Eastern influence and urban energy 
for inspired living. Original abstract, 
modern, and Buddha series paint­
ings. Photography, p rints, and note­
cards too. 

Please inquire about custom work. 

Manhattan studio visits by 
appointment. 

Tel. 646-373-7263 
shenspace@mac.com 
shenspace.com 

Modern-Shed 
Small Prefab Structures 

A small owner-run company located 
in Seattle, WA, we strive to offer an 
affordable solution for the growing 
needs of eco-conscious individuals 
and families. Creative solutions with 
a smaller footprint. 

Tel. 206-524-1188 
info@modern-shed.com 
modern-shed.com 

LEED with Style 
ECO Wood Flooring 

Engineered and solid floors manu­
factured in the USA in a way that's 
healthy for you and the environment. 
The largest selection of species, 
grades, and widths in 100 percent 
reclaimed or FSC Certified. 

Toll-free 800-951-WOOD 
pioneermillworks.com/dwell 

Unison 
Live Well Together 

Introducing new Reed bedding in 
bamboo-cotton. Available in twin, 
queen, and king sizes in three colors: 
lemongrass, water, and sand. 70 per­
cent viscose of bamboo, 30 percent 
cotton. made in Portugal. 

Shop online, order toll-free or contact 
us to find an authorized retailer in 
your area. 

Toll-free 877-492-7960 
unisonhome.com 

FabulousStationery.com 

Designed exclusively for you: person­
al ized note cards and calling cards 
w ith a fresh, contemporary vibe. Over 
400 designs to choose from. Now 
offering a heavier stock option. Visit 
us at FabulousStationery.com or at 
our new store, 102 S. 18th Street, 
Philadelphia PA 19103. Enter DWELL 
in the coupon code and save $5. 

fabulousstationery.com 



Sumo Lounge 
High-Tech Beanbags for 
Modern Lifestyles 

Sumo Lounge high-tech beanbag fur­
niture offers the stylish, versatile solu­
tion for modern lifestyles. Made from 
durable space-age nylon filled with 
top-quality foam beads. Lightweight. 
stain resistant, and easy to clean. 

Toll-free 866-340-SUMO (7866) 
sumolounge.com 

md-canvas.com 

A ·modern digital canvas· is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool. 
original modern images are printed 
on conon canvas. They arrive fully 
stretched and ready to hang. Sized 
three 10 five feet and priced $199 
to $379 (free shipping)! Complete 
your space with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free 888-345-0870 
md-canvas.com 

Liza Phillips Design 

ALTO Steps-handmade. modular 
rugs for your stairs. Available in 
several colorways, each with pat­
terns and solid s. Arrange them in 
any sequence. Rugmark Certified. 

Tel. 845-252-9955 
lizaphillipsdesign.com 

md-canvas. com 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com­
mercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style- they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over SO years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com 

SHADESCAPES~ 

Perfect Shade 

ShadeScapes shade umbrellas reflect 
nature's beauty through the combi· 
nation of durable construction and 
stunning aesthetics. Both sleek and 
serene, these sophisticated canopies 
invite you to enjoy the long-lasting 
allure of perfect composition. 

Customize your shadescape by 
selecting from twelve designs and 
over 100 canopy colors. 

Toll-free 866-997-4233 
shadescapesusa.com/dwell 

Acme Made 
Modern Things for 
a Modern Lifestyle 

Acme Made designs a complete line 
of stylish yet protective, bags, cases, 
and accessories for the creative 
professional. Available online and 
through select retailers worldwide. 

Shown: The Metro Tote with 
removable laptop sleeve 
in rubberized canvas. 

Acme Made 
Toll-free 888-486-3191 
info@acmemade.com 
acmemade.com 

Exercise in Exactly 
4 Minutes per Day 

The $14,61 S sculptured steel and 
chrome ROM machine offers a 
complete upper and lower body 
exercise in just four minutes, working 
more major muscle groups through 
their maximum range of motion 
utilizing the science of high-intensity 
interval training_ 

Tel. 818-787-6460 
fastexercise.com 



Stainless Steel 
Hardware 
Imported from Germany 

Exceptional 100 percent stainless 
steel levers at affordable pricing. 
Privacy and passage functions 
available. 

Exclusive limited-time discount for 
Dwell readers; enter code: dwe110708 

Shown: New York, Toronto, Verona. 

stainlesssteelstuff.com 

l 

Unique Hardwood 
Flooring Collections 

Model Hardwood offers distinctive 
collections of vibrant colours to 
create contemporary trendsening 
decors. Our environmentally con­
scious company has implemented 
an in-house program encouraging 
and supporting the sustainable 
management of forests. Model is 
FSC accredited and eligible for the 
LEED credit program. 

pgmodel.com 

Art Museum 
Street Banners 

Exhibition banners that once hung 
on city streetpoles are now available 
for your home. Own one of these 
dramatic artworks from MoMA, 
LACMA. SFMOMA. Art Institute of 
Chicago, and others. 

New arrivals every month­
subscribe to our free newslener 
at benerwall.com. 

Tel. 303-756-6615 
betterwall.com 

Samuel Owen Gallery 
Mid-Century Originals 

A unique collection of vintage post· 
ers, paintings, and limited edition 
prints. With over 3,000 originals to 
choose from, we know you'll find one 
that fits your style. 

Shown: Typographic Landscape by 
Nar Connacher 

Samuel Owen Gallery 
Tel. 203-325-1924 
samuelowengallery.com 

roomservicestore.com 

With three stores in California, we 
manufacture modern sofas, wood 
and metal furniture in our downtown 
Los Angeles facility. We produce a 
modern mix of Hollywood regency, 
mid-century modern, and earthy 
Aspen modern style p ieces. which 
can all be customized to fit any 
design space. 

Los Angeles store 
Tel. 323-692-9221 

RAIS X-BASIC 

The RAIS X-BASIC fireplace has 
a striking linear design. Nothing 
detracts from its radiant center. Very 
cool design features include sophis­
ticated eco-w1se burning technology, 
innovative sliding door, and a safe. 
touch handle. 

When you choose a RAIS, Inc. prod­
uct, you get a warranty, not just for 
durability but also for quality, 
efficiency an functionality. 

rel sh 
.- because design matters 

shoprelish.com 

Relish is an interior and lifestyle 
boutique dedicated to showcasing 
hand-crafted, emerging design from 
around the globe, mixed with innova­
tive, made-to-order furnishings and 
textiles from our working design stu· 
d io. Wedding/gift registries available. 

Shown: Arras Design Birch Chair + 
Ottoman 

Toll-free 888-DO-U-REUSH 
shoprelish.com 

For more information on RAIS, Inc. 
and dealer locations visit us online 
or contact RAIS customer service. 

Toll-free 888-724-7789 
rais.com 



Caillou Boats 
A Better Small Boat 

Inspired by the sailing canoes of the 
1800s, Caillou takes its design cues 
from both classic and modern-day 
boatbuilding. Created with an ease 
of use in mind, Caillou gets you 
to your destination no matter what 
the conditions. 

Tel. 781-729-0821 
caillou-boats.com 

City Collection 

The City Collection from Sonia 
represents clean, simple yet sophis· 
ticated designs of contemporary 
bath furniture. Featuring a portable 
storage caddy and a freestand· 
ing furniture console with storage 
shelves and pull-out drawers, the 
City Collection is available in several 
finishes includ ing white, wenge, 
and walnut (shown). Sonia is a 
premier manufacturer of exquisite 

meaningful. modern. living. 

Feel More Human 

Shop. Exp lore. We look in the obvi­
ous p laces, peek around corners 
and turn over the unassuming 
stones for products, information, and 
resources that support a balanced 
and eco-conscious modern lifestyle. 
Get inspired by great design, stay 
informed with original content. 
Member of 1 % For The Planet. 

Toll-free 877-42HUMAN 
feelmorehuman.com 

bath vanities, storage solutions, 
and accessories. As a green manu­
facturer, Sonia operates under an 
in-depth environmental protection 
policy that assures products are 
made in a way that decreases the 
use of natural resources and 
hazardous chemical products. 

Toll-free 888-SONIA-US 
sonia~sa.com 

Berkeley Mills 
Eco-logical. Sman Design. 

Here at Berkeley Mills, you're more 
than a client. You're a partner and 
a collaborator in creating a unique 
concept. Together, we design kitch· 
ens that are engineered, manufac­
tured, and finished all under one 
roof. You choose the style, wood, 
and customized features, and we 
build you a kitchen that's clean, 
green, functional, beautifully made, 
and surprisingly affordable. 

Berkeley Mills 
Tel. 510-549-2854 
berkeleymills.com 

WETSTYLE 
The Purest Form of Luxury 

WETSTYLE brings design and com· 
fort to your bathroom. The Cube 
Collection submerges your body for 
total relaxation. Lavatories combined 
with oak or stainless steel furniture 
provide an earthy finishing touch for 
both collections. 

Toll-free 866-842-1367 
wetstyle.ca 

Flush-to-the-Wall Doors 
Modemdoorsdirect 

Finally all standard U.S. sizes in 
stock. No need to modify openings. 
Beautiful exposed aluminum frame. 
Totally concealed "soss" hinges. 
Available primed and in many wood 
veneers. Wenge, ebony. zebra, etc. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Moderndoorsdi rect 
180 N.E. 39th Street, Suite 222 
Miami, FL 33137 
Tel. 305-785-4015 
moderndoorsdirect.com 



Design in a New Light 
with Exceptional Light Transmitting Acrylic 

Wherever you want light to enliven 
your space, DEGLAS® offers 
solutions to your most challenging 
design requirements. Architects 
and designers favor DEGLAS acrylic 
sheets for expanding their designs 
through light, in lightscaping, 
illuminated walls, backlighting, 
toplighting, and cosmetic detailing. 
Create daylighting without sacrificing 
privacy. DEGLAS welcomes 

Listen by Podcast to 
KCRW'S DnA: 
Design and Architecture 

Host Frances Anderton talks to 
world leaders in design about the 
latest in products, fashion, graph­
ics, architecture, and more, in Los 
Angeles and beyond. Recent and 
archived shows online. 

KCRW Podcast and On-Demand 
listening: 

kcrw.com/etc/programs/de 

innovation, and whether you're 
considering a wall or overhead 
use, curved or straight application, 
exterior or interior, there is a DEGLAS 
product that works with your vision. 

DEGLAS Acrylic Building Products 
Toll-free 888-2DEGLAS 
deglasamericas.com 

Unicahome 
Style. Selection. Service 

Taika means magic in Finnish. 
Dinnerware transformed into 
magical forest tales by designer 
and illustrator Klaus Haapaniemi 
for litta la. Now available in black 
and white. Discover bridal registry 
magic at Unicahome. 

Toll-free 888-898-6422 
unicahome.com 

Endless Pools® 
Swim at Home™ 

Swim or exercise in place against a 
smooth adjustable current. At just 
8° x 15' the Endless Pool"' offers all 
the benefits of a full-size pool in a 
fraction of the space. Enjoy swim­
ming, exercise, therapy, and family 
fun, year-round, indoors or out. 
Request a free DVD and receive 
$1000 off. Already own a swimming 
pool? Ask us about the Fastlane, 
the same quality swim current for 
any backyard pool. 

Toll-free 800-233-0741 Ext. 6390 
endlesspools.com/6390 

MoMA Design Store 

Enhance your summer entertaining 
or delight a weekend host with fresh 
colors, forms, and materials from the 
MoMA Design Store. Add playful 
splashes of color to your table with 
these three-inch tall, round-bottom 
glasses that gently wobble. Each set 
includes four glasses in a warm or 
cool color palette, suitable for cock­
tails, liqueurs, and desserts. New from 
designer Monica Lubkowska Jonas. 

Satellite 
The Rejuvenation of 
Mid-Century Modem 

Offering made-to-order light fixtures 
and hardware based on classic mid­
century designs. 

The best modern designs look 
effortless and natural in homes, as 
if they have always belonged. Your 
house is calling. 

Visit us online and in our 
Portland and Seattle stores. 

TOii-free 888-401-1900 
satellitemodern.com 

Visit MoMAstore.org to order 
o nline, request a catalog, or 
for store locations. 

TOii-free 800-447-6662 
momastore.org 



wouldyo<JI~ 

a room with a view 1 

goodearthcanvas.com 

Earth-dwellers unite! Give your 
space some peace of mind. Our 
large canvases reflect the transform­
ing energy of this beautiful p lanet. 
We also have great Buddhist· and 
Asian-influenced images. 

Stretched on wooden bars, they 
arrive in b ig flat sturdy boxes, ready 
to hang. Just $199-$379 p lus free 
shipping. 

Toll-free 888-245-0971 
goodearthcanvas.com 

The Modern Safe 

More Understated 
and Refined Options 
from Danze 

Danze has added three t rim-line 
variations to its simple, contemporary 
Parma Collection. Perfect for rooms 
featuring a light, minimalist decor, 
these new lavatory faucets feature 
smaller, more delicate styling. For 
more information, visit our website. 

danze.com 

High Security Burglary and Fire Protection 

Secure. Functiona l. Smart. 

With a combination of commercial 
level security and European-crafted 
custom interiors, The Modern Safe 
is designed to protect the things 
that mean so much to you and your 
family: jewelry, cash, collectables, 
and important documents. Keeping 
your valuables safe from theft and 
fire, The Modern Safe offers the 

convenience of quick and easy 
access for daily use with the 
sensib ility of functional design. 

Call for your choice of sizes and 
interiors; featuring storage drawers, 
shelves, ultrasuede jewelry compart· 
ments. and files. 

Toll-free 866-50-SAFES 
themodernsafe.com 

ENERGY FILM. 

Instant Energy Savings 

Transparent window film that 
provides immediate year round 
energy savings. Retains interior 
heat in the winter and blocks solar 
heat in the summer. Saves up to 
12- 18 percent of annual energy 
costs. Blocks 97 percent UV Rays. 

Toll-free 877-729-0708 
dwell@artscape-inc.com 
energy-film.com 

Self-Adhesive 
Metal Tiles 

Create luminous accents, stunning 
backsplashes. and more with our self. 
adhesive metal tiles. Easy, grout-free 
install. Four-inch square t iles come 
in three classic finishes: Brushed 
A luminum, Light Stainless Aluminum, 
and Satin Aluminum. Learn more 
online at interior51.com. 

Toll-free 800-807-7341 
interior51.com 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather. or 
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof, 
washable, and removable. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu· 
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dogbar.com 

Hook and Go 
The Smart Cart for the 
Farmer's Market Set 

A cult item at the Beverly Hills and 
San Francisco Ferry Building Farmers' 
Market. Now available to everyone. 
Hook on plastic bags and handle 
weight, and bulk in convenience and 
style. $59.95 p lus S&H. 

hookandgo.com 



bocabolo 

Introducing bocabolo-distinctive 
indoor and outdoor furniture that 
merges sleek, modern lines with 
natural materials and affordable 
European design. 

Weego Home 

Weego Home tastefully combines 
color and pattern to create stylish, 
sophisticated, chic, yet playful design. 
Come visit our Santa Monica location 
or shop online. 

Weego Home 
2939 Main Street 
Santa Monie.a, CA 90405 
Tel. 310-392-8460 
Fax 310-392-8465 
weegohome.com 

Sustainable plantation teak, stainless 
steel, and cast aluminum weather 
elegantly in year-round outdoor 
exposure, and Sunbrella fabric­
covered cushions provide durable, 
easy-care comfort. Add the uniquely 
engineered Vizor shade canopy for 
utility and sculptural drama. 

bocabolo.com 

No Expression.net 
Gallery 
Contemporary Realism Photogra­
phy by Helena Cristina Henriques 

The modern and realist photogra· 
phy of Helena Cristina Henriques 
inspires your contemporary home 
with the unembellished rendering 
of natural and raw forms. The works 
evolve adapting uniquely to other 
decorative styles but remaining 
powerful in meaning. 

Toll-free 888-306-9407 
noexpression.net 

Urban Hardwoods<!!. 

Urban Hardwoods furniture blends 
creative thinking with environmental 
modernism. Using salvaged t rees 
from urban neighborhoods, our 
natural tables define comfortable 
places: p laces to eat, places to meet, 
places to relax, and places to sleep. 

Natural. 
Sustainable. 
Beautiful. 

Seattle 
Toll·free 888-766-8199 
urbanhardwoods.com 

Modern Vessel 

G Squared Art 

"A thing of beauty is a joy forever." 
-John Keats 

light, airy, energy-saving San 
Francisco ceiling fan. Good Design 
Award-winner. Whisper-quiet, 
efficient, reliable, and beautifully 
made. Available with a light kit. 
Lifetime warranty. Buy great fans 
and lighting on our website, or call 
Monday through Friday from 7am 
to Spm PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
g 2art.com 
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Bamboo Sinks, Cabinets and Countertops 

Modern Vessel creates unique design 
elements from sustainable, solid-core 
bamboo panels. Cabinet. drawer. and 
sink units come in a variety of d imen­
sions. Combine in a versatile array 
of configurations to meet your bath 
design requirements. Countertops 
from bamboo or paper-fiber com· 
posite. Finished with premium eco­
friendly low-VOC waterborne finishes 
for many years of durable, trouble­
free service. 

Sustainable beauty for the 
modern bath. 

Tel. 206-619-2226 
info@modemvessel.com 
modernvessel.com 



Safer 
for this 
generation 

and 
the next 

www.afmsafecoat.com 

Academy Of Art 
800-544-ARTS 
academyart.edu 

Acura 
acura.c:om 

AFM Safecoat 
619-239-0321 
afmsafecoat.com 

Alno 
alno.com 

American Clay 
866-404-1 634 
americanclay.com 

American Institute of Architects 
202-626· 7300 
aia.org 

Arclinea 
arclinea.it 

Armstrong Flooring 
armstrong.com 

Asko 
800-898-1879 
askousa.com 

BDI 
bdiusa.com 

Bernhardt Design 
bernhardtdesign.com 

BluDot 
612-782-1844 
bludot.com 

BMW 
800-334-4BMW 
bmwusa.com 

BoConcept 
boconcept.us 

BR 111 Exotic Hardwood 
Flooring 
800-525-2711 
br111.com 

Bulthaup 
800-808-2923 
bulthaup.com 

Caesarstone Quartz Surfaces 
877-978-2789 
caesarstoneus.com 

California Closets 
calclosets.com 

Contact Our 
Advertisers 

Calligaris Kohler 
calligaris.it 800-4-KOHLER 

kohler.com 
Cantoni 
877-881-9191 Konzuk 
Cantoni.com 888-858-7793 

konzuk.com 
Design Centro Italia 
808-836-9037 Kravet Contract 
italydesign.com 888-891 -4112 

kravetcontract.com 

Direct Buy 
directbuy.com Lacava 

888-522-2823 
Dyson lacavadesign.com 
dyson.com 

Land Rover 
Electrolux ICON landrover.com 
electroluxusa.com 

Ligne Reset 
Empyrean 800-BY-ROSET 
thedwellhomes.com ligne-roset-usa.com 

Ernestomeda LG 
ernestomeda.com lge.com 

Everpure Loewen 
everpure.com 800-563-9367 

loewen.com 
Form + Function 
800-264-0057 Lum ens 
formplusfunction.com lumens.com 

Gaggenau Mariani 
877-4GAGGENAU marianilandscape.com 
gaggenau-usa.com 

Marvin Windows and Doors 
Hansgrohe 800-268-7644 
800-334-0455 marvin.com 
hansgrohe-usa.com 

Mico Designs 
Hastens micodesigns.com 
hastens.com 

Miele 
Heath Ceramics 800-843-7231 
415-332-3732 miele.com 
heathceramics.com 

Modern Fan 
Highbrow Furniture 888-588-3267 
888-329-0219 modernfan.com 
highbrowfurniture.com 

Modernica 
Hive 323-933-0383 
866-MOD-HIVE modernica.net 

hivemodern.com 
Moss 

Jaguar 866-888-6677 
jaguar.com mossonline.com 

Kashi Mythic Paint 
kashi.com 888·714·9422 

mythicpai nt.com 
Knoll Space 
knollspace.com 



Neo-Metro 
800-591-9050 
nee-metro.com 

Norwegian Cruise Line 

866-234-0292 
ncl.com 

NY Loft 
nyloft.net 

Paul Frank Industries 
949-515-7950 
paulfrank.com 

Pedini 
800-404-0004 
pediniusa.com 

PIAN CA 
877-PIANCA7 
piancaus@pianca.com 

Poliform 
888-POLIFORM 
poliformusa.com 

Room & Board 
800-486-6554 
roomandboard.com 

Samuel Heath 
212-599-0575 
samuel-heath.com 

Saturn 
saturn.com 

Scavolini 
011-39-07214431 
scavolini.com 

Sh.,rwin Williams 
sherwin-williams.com 

Southwest Wind Power 
w indenergy.com 

Spark Modern Fires 
sparkfires.com 

Swim Ex 
swimex.com 

Symmons Industry 
800-SYMMO NS 
symmons.com 

The Container Store 
containerstore.com 

The Rug Company 
323-653-0303 
therugcompany.com 

Trane 
trrane.com 

Universal Music Group 
umusic.com 

Uponor 
u ponor-usa.com 

Valcucine 
2 12-253-5969 
valcucinena.com 

Valspar 

valspar.com 

Vista Window Film 

vista-fi lms.com 

Watermark Designs 
800-84-BRASS 
watermark-designs.com 

Y Lighting 
8 88-888-4449 
yl ighting.com 

When contacting our advertisers, 
please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 

GET 
REAL: 
Solutions for 
energy efficiencies 
and renewables 
Reach more than a quarter 
million design-savvy home­
owners who are eager to learn 
what they can employ today to 
reduce their carbon footprint 
and save energy. 

With an introduction by 
Scott Sklar . one of the nat ion's 
leading renewable energy 
experts, this supplement will 
showcase creative solutions 
to the home energy crisis. 
A companion Web site will be 
included in this package of 
illustrations and real-world 
case studies to show how 
much can be achieved today. 

The many solutions to be 
highlighted include: 

• solar panels 
• CFL/LEDs 
• small wind-turbines 
• solar water-heaters 
• smart thermostats 
• insulation solutions 
• and much more. 

It's time to get real. 

Issue Date: November 2008 
Advertising space is limited. 
Act fast. 

For more details contact: 
Holly Wainwright 
hol ly@starfishresources.com 
(203) 975-7132 

s:: !"Fl§h 
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46 Dwell.com 
Outdoor series 
dwell.com/slideshows 
At Home series 
dwell.com/video 
Silicone BBQ mitt 
oxo.com 
Outclass grill by Eva Solo 
thefusioncompany.us 
Cambi table and Segno chair 
by Aldo Ciabatti 
conrausa.com 

51 In the Modern World 
Thames 21 
thames21 .org.uk 
Antony Hall 
variableg.org.uk 

85 My House 
Azevedo Design 
christiazevedo.com 
Elastomeric cementitious flooring 
ardex.com 
HardiePanel siding 
jameshardie.com 
Barn door from McMaster-Carr 
mcmaster.com 
Doors by A Stripping Workshop 
strippingworkshop.com 
Ladder by Cotterman Company 
cotterman.com 
Kitchen chairs from Economy 
Restaurant Fixtures 
Tel. 415-626-561 1 
Aeron chair by Don Chadwick and 
Bill Stumpf for Herman Miller 
hermanmiller.com 
Custom furniture by Azevedo Design 
christiazevedo.com 

98 Off the Grid 
Martina Bu1icova and Stepan Kubfcek 
caraa.cz 
Energy consulting by Emily Leslie 
norwe~tconsulting.com 

Tiebonsko Protected Landscape Area 
trebonsko.ochranaprirody.cz 
Bedrock heat pump by IVT 
en.ivtse 

104 Dwel l Reports 
BNIM Architects 
bnim.com 
Cascadia Region Green 
Building Council 
cascadiagbc.org 
The Pharos Project 
pharosproject.net 
Neo-Metro miniLoo dual-flush toilet 
neometro.com 
Caroma Caravelle dual-flush toilet 
caromausa .com 
Clivus Multrum foam-flush toilet 
clivusmultrum.com 

Sun-Mar composting toilet 
sun-mar.com 

Sancor Envirolet VF 700 toilet 
envirolet.com 

108 Context 
Better Bankside 
betterbankside.co.uk 
Witherford Watson Mann Architects 
wwmarchitects.co.uk 
Borough Market 
borough.org.uk 

112 Archive 
Charles A. Haertling 
atomix.com/haertling 
St. Stephen's Church 
sslu.org 

1 20 Conversation 
Ed Mazria 
mazria.com 
Architecture 2030 
architecture2030.org 
California Energy Commission 
energy.ca.gov 
Philip Johnson Glass House 
philipjohnsonglasshouse.org 

126 Process 
Nani Marquina 
nanimarquina.com 
lord Boontje 
tordboontje.com 

140 Ship Shape 
Faro Architects 
faro.nl 
J.J.A. Kerkhofs 
j.j.a.kerkhofs@orange.nl 
IJburg residential district 
ijburg.nl 
Coco-mat bed 
coco·mat.com 
Black bench from Wonen2000 
dekasstoor.nl 
LED lighting by Philips 
philips.com 
Toilet and bath by Laufen 
laufen.co.uk 
Dining table and garden terrace 
by Pieter Weijnen 
laro-architecten.n I 
Catifa53 dining chairs by Lievore 
Altherr Molina for Arper 
arper.it 

Kitchen table by De Sfeerfactor 
sfeerfactor.nl 
Cables by Carl Stahl 
carlstahl.com 
Leno Tee cross-laminated pine 

by Finnforest 
finnforest.com 
Rainwater tank by Denios 
denios.nl 
FL 150 solar water heater by Solior 
solior.com 

Apple trees from Florian de Clercq 
olmenhorst.nl 

148 Post Bale 
Pyatt Studio 
pyattstudio.com 
Nicol Associates, Inc. 
Nicolstruct.com 
Energy consulting and thermal 
modeling by Whole Systems Design 
whole-systems-design.com 

U.S. Dept. of Energy Solar Decathlon 
solardecathlon.org 
Bonded Logic Inc. 
bonded logic.com 
Straw SIPs by Agriboard Industries 
agriboard.com 
Windows by Al pen Energy Group 
alpeninc.com 
Munchkin high-efficiency water 
heater by Heat Transfer 
htproducts.com 
Kitchen cabinets by Rob Pyatt 
pyattstudio.com 
Galvalume metal by Precision 
Roofing and Design 
Tel. 303-651-1374 
Interior products by Planetary Solutions 
planetearth.com 
Materials and finishes by Eco-Products 
ecoproducts.com 
Radiant floors and heating installed 
by Impeccable Plumbing 
Tel. 303-474-4587 
Dish Drawer dishwasher 
by Fisher & Paykel 
thegreatindoors.com 
Cork mosaic floor by Habitus 
habitusnyc.com 
Rugs by Rug Source 
rugsourcedenver.com 
Gabo stove by Rais 
rais.com 
Babylon high chair and Ayres bed 
by Argington 
argington.com 
Boomerang side table and nightstand 
byEQ3 
eq3.com 
Aruba patio furniture, Radius bar stools, 
and floor lamp by Room & Board 
roomandboard.com 

156 Echo Logical 
Scrafano Architects 
scrafano.net 
Eric Garcetti 
ericgarcetti.org 
Sean Femrite Environmental 
Design Studio 
seanfemrite.com 
Bonura Building 
bonurabuilding.com 
Who Killed the Electric Car? 
by Chris Paine (Papercut Films, 2007) 
whokilledtheelectriccar.com 
Bookshelves from Sonrisa Furniture 
sonrisafurniture.com 
Hudson bar stools by Philippe Starck 
emeco.net 
Pendant lights from Highlights Lighting 
Tel. 310-450-5886 
Kantjil dining table by Functions 
Tel. 3 10-451-4284 
Vase by Jose D. Salazar 
zanzibartribalart.com 
Coffee table by Paul McCobb and 
Harp chair by Jordan Hoveltskov 
modernica.net 
Tug Boat sofa by In House 
Tel. 323-655-2116 
HL desk and coffee table 
by Shelter Furniture 
Tel. 323-937-3222 

Havana sofa by Alberto Lievore, 
Manel Molina, and Jeanette Altherr 
dwr.com 
Windy Tree rug by Emma Gardner 
emmagardnerdesign.com 
Rosewood lounge chairs 
by Vatne Mobler 
vatnemobler.no 
Ardex flooring 
d esignerfloors.com 
Solar panels by Constant Solar Electric 
constantsolar.com 

Interior paints by Devitt Painting 
yol ocolorhouse.com 

164 Concepts 
Calera Corporation 
cal era.biz 
The Substance of Civilization: Materials 
and Human History From the Stone Age 
to the Age of Silicon by Stephen Sass 
(Arcade Publishing, 1998) 
International Energy Agency 
iea.org 
Kh1osla Ventures 
khoslaventures.com 
Serious Materials 
seriousmaterials.com 
Novo mer 
novomer.com 

171 Essay 
Museum of Modern Art 
moma.org 
Augustus Pugin 
pugin-society.1to1.org 
William Morris Society 
morrissociety.org 
Edgar Kaufmann Jr. 
paconserve.org/fw-family.asp 
Fallingwater 
paconserve.org/index-fw1 .asp 
lsaimu Noguchi 
noguchi.com 
Fin Juhl 
finjuhl.com 
Michael Bierut 
designobserver.com 
John Christakos 
bludot.com 

180 Profile 
Stuart Haygarth 
stuarthaygarth.com 
Designersblock 
designersblock.org.uk 

188 Detour 
Rocco Design Architects Ltd. 
roccodesign.com.hk 
Star Ferry 
starferry.com.hk 
Sha Tin racecourse 
sha-tin.com 
St John's Cathedral 
stjohnscathedral.org.hk 
Repulse Bay 
therepulsebay.com 
Victoria Peak 
thepeak.com.hk 
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ROOSEVELT 

~ Hardwood Floors Throughout 

~ Bosch Washer/Dryer in Each Unit 

~ Spa Style Tubs I Bathing Vessels 

~ Roof Top Pool, Cabana, & Lounge 

~ Sub-Zero Refrigerators 

~ Bontempi Custom Italian Kitchens 

~ Bosch Stainless Steel Appliances 

~ Onsite Residential & Guest Valet Parking 

~ Hydrotherapy Massage & Tanning 

SALES CENTER 
877.44.RSVLT 

M-F 10-5 
5-SU 11-5 

OTHERS 

Unfinished Concrete 

Hook-Ups Available 

Regular Bathtubs 

Roof Top "Landscaping" 

Not Available 

Not Available· 

Not Available 

Not Available· 

Not Available 

111 Milbank 
Real Es tate 

This olfenng 1s madoe solely p-ursuanl to the pub-llC ollenng tor 1he condom1m1.1m lwh1ch 1s available upon reqtJest from the develtiperl. and no statement should be rel ied upon excepl 
as Sfl(tC1f1c:atly SC! t forth m the publ1e: offering stalC!rmmt This is neither Lin offer to sell, nor a solic tlilt1on of Dffers to buy. any of the condomm1um unit!;; m : hose states where such 
offers of solicitation cannot be made WARNING: THE CAUF'ORNIA DEPARTMENT OF RE.Al ESTATE HAS NOT lNSPECTEO, EXAMINED, OR OUAUFIE D THIS OFFERING. This is not an 
olfer to rcs1dcn1s of New York or NC!w Jersey orwtu~r'e 11roh1b1ted by stat~ statues Any references to 1m c:es. spec:1f1cal1ons or loi:;at1ons. arc sub1e1;t 10 change w1thou1 no11c:e Models 
used in lh1s ad do riot reflect any racial preference 
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THEME ATTIC WORK WORTH DOING 

Parakeet or polar bear: Extinct or just endangered? 
How do you score on these 50 questions about sustainability? 

I.Name the retailer whose goal is 
to use I 00-percent renewable 
energy and p roduce zero waste. 

2. What global organization, 
started by .Sill l)rayton, 
supports socia l en trepreneurs? 

3.Name the major environmentaH 
agreement that expires in 2012. 

4.Name the Gennan scientist 
who co-cre<He\l " ~ycle-to-cycle 
design p rocess along with 
William McDonough. 

5.How many trees did the Green 
Bel t Movement plant in Kenya? 

6. What product being used by 
millions of people helps to 
prevent death from malaria? 

7.0n what Yangtze River is land is 
China's first eco-ci ty being built? 

8. What Canadian professor coined 
the term "ecological footprint"? 

9. What's the name of the Swedish 
framework that helps organi­
zations and communities 
move toward more sustainable 
practices? 

10. \iVhat is the main greenhouse 
gas tha t contributes to global 
warming? 

11. How many homes will be 
powered by the 11 megawall 
PSIO solar energy station 
near Seville, Spain? 

12. What product designed by 
Pettie Penzer and Johan Jonker 
a llows South Afr ican famrnes 
to more easily transport water? 

13.Name the age-old bui lding 
cons truction method that 
involves compressing gravel, 
sand, and clay. 

14 . What is the biggest voluntary 
globa l corporate-res ponsibility 
initiative? 

15. What 1992 United Na tions plau, 
s igned by member governments, 
started the practice of sustain­
able development" 

16. What percentage of a country's 
gross national product is 
recommended by the United 
Nations as official development 
assist.aoce? 

17.Name the British designer who 
designed b iodegradable bowls 
made of 85 percent bamboo. 

18.What landmark 1969 book 
called upon designers to address 
social needs? 

19.\iVhat human disease was eradi­
cated for $298 million? 

20. What doctor started a nonprofit 
pharmaceutical organization 
to address diseases neglected 
by pharmaceutical companies? 

21. What magazine provides awards 
to social innovators? 

22. Who is the au th or of the 1962 
book, Silent Spring, that raised 
awareness about pesticides 
and helped launch the environ­
mental movement? 

23.1/Vho is the founder of a Danish 
ins tit ute that seeks to establish 
economic priorities to solve 
global issues? 

24.Name the former prime minister 
of Norvvay after whom a United 
Na tions commission was formed 
that defined the term "sustain­
able development." 

25. What proportion of the popu­
lation in tho developing world 
lacks basic sanitation? 

26.How many people who used 
to Jive on less than Sl a clay 
in l 990 now live above 
the extreme poverty line? 

27.What foundation funded the 
1940s Green Revolution that 
improved agricu ltural output in 
countries like Mexico and Tndia? 

28. What energy-saving home 
retrofit can reduce more 
greenhouse-gas emissions 
than a hybrid car? 

29. ln developed countr ies, more 
deaths a re caused from outdoor 
pollu tion than indoor pollution. 
True or false? 

30. What East Asian COtUltry 
recently ballDed shops from 
banding out free p lastic bags? 

3 1 Tn wha t North Carolina city 
is the first .Dwell Home? 

32.Someone who eats food 
gr own or produced locally 
is called what? 

33.When Alisa Smith and James 
MacKinnon decided to eat local 
food for one year, how far afield 
conld they go? 

34. When asked what the most 
importa nt aspect of city 
pla ru1ing is, who said : 'Tm 
convinced that the most impor­
tant thing to work on r igh t 
now is the mobility system, 
which is not only a system of 
transport , it's the whole under­
s tanding of a ci cy. The more 
we create a n integration of 
functions- bikes, cars, taxis, 
subways , buses- the better 
a city will become"? 

35. What Olympic village currently 
unde r construction will achieve 
a LEED Platinum rating, 
tbe h ighest s tandard in green 
building construction'/ 

36. Wha t beverage company stated 
as its goal in 2007 lo become 
bo th a wate r-neutral corn pony 
and tbe most efficient one 
among its peers in i ts use of 
wate r? 

37.How many seed varieties will 
be s tored in a disaster-proof 
vault in the Arctic in case 
natural disasters, nuclear wars, 
or other debacles eradicate 
those specimens? 

38. Of the buildings in the U.K. 
that will be standing in 2050, 
what percentage of them 
already exis ts? 

39.Wbich Nobel Prize-winning 
scientist wrote about the 
possi_bility of releasing 
su lfu rous deb ris into the 
atmosphere as a way to 
cool the pla net and combat 
global warming? 

40. What activist and crusader 
ma de sure automobile 
seatbelts were adopted 
in the United States? 

4-l What is the estimated number 
of people who will be living 
in slums by 2030? 

42. \"/hat U.S city did Grist 
magazine recently name 
as the second greenest 
in the world? 

43. What's the name of the bus 
s r s tem in Bogota, Colombia, 
that is based on the transpor ta­
tion system of Cmitiba, Brazil? 

44.Wbat country aspires to be 
fossil fuel- free by 2050? 

45. What Midd le Eastern city is 
considered t he most innovative 
sustainable city-in-the-making? 

46.0n Ma rch 8, 2008, what did we 
lose that was 1,500 years old? 

47.Buildings contribute to what 
pe rcen tage of greenhouse-gas 
em issions worldwide? 

48. What agency recently approved 
the sale of cloned meat products 
vvithout requ iring any labeling? 

49. After 2020, mos t carbon dioxide 
emissions will come from devel­
oping countries . True or false? 

50.Name the theologian w ho said: 
"One thing is sure. The earth 
is now more cultivated and 
developed than ever before. 
There is more fanning with 
pure force, swa mps are drying 
up, a nd cities are springing 
up on unprecedented scale . 
We've become a burden to ou r 
plianet. Resources are becoming 
scarce, and soon nature w ill 
no longer be able to satisfy 
our needs," 

Answers: l. Wal Mart. 2. Ashoka. 3. Kyoto Protocol. 4 . Michael Braungart. 5 . 40 n.iillion. 6. Bed nets. 7. Chongmi.ng Island. 8. William E. Rees. 9. Tbc Natural Step. 10. Cnrbon 
dioxide. 11. 6,000. 12. Hippo Water Re>ller. l 3. Rammed earth. 14. Global Compact. 15. Agenda 21. 16. 0.7 percent. 17. Torn Dixon. 18. Design fo r the Real. World. 19. Smallpox. 
20. Victoria Hale. 21. FastCompany. 22. Rachel Carson. 23. Bjorn Lomborg from the Copenliagen Consensus. 24 . Gro Harlem Brundtland. 25. Half. 26. 270 million. 27. Hockcfellcr 
Foundation. 28_ Net-zero energy. 29. False. 30. China. 31. Pittsboro. 32. Locavorc. 33. I 00 miles. 34. Jnimc Lerner. 35. Olympic vil lage in Vancouver. 36. Coca-Co1a. 37. 3 million. 

38. 66 percent. 39. Paul Crutzcn. 40. Halph Nader. 4 1. 2 billion. 42. Portland. Oregon. 43. TransMileuio. 44. Iceland. 45. Masdar City, UAE. 46~ The edge of Willdns ice shelf 
in the Antarctic 1seven times lhe s ize of Mnnhat.tan). 47 _ 30 to 40 perce nt. 48. U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 49. True. 50. Quintus Septimius Florens TertuJlianus. 200 AD. 

Your Score: Give yourself one poin l ror each correct. answer. 0-10-Carolina para keet, an ext inct species. I 1- 20- Mcxican wolf, a critically endangered species_ 2 l-30~Giant 

panda, an endangered species. 3 1- 40- Wood bh;on. a threaLened species. 40-50-l'olar bear, a vulnerable species. 

What's your s ustainability JO? Toronto's 
Work Worth Doing is an interd isciplinary 
s tud io d ed icated to creat ing positive 
e nvironme ntal and socia l c ha nge through 
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desig n. Founders Lo rra ine Gauthie r and 
Alex Quinto devised this quiz for Dwell­
take it to d ete rmine your eco-q uotient. 
Then, go out and raise your score . 

Dwell 
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