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Dear friends of SIGG, 

We are proud that so many of you have chosen to purchase SIGG bottles as gifts for 

your friends and family. Because by reducing unnecessary waste caused by dispos­

able beverage bottles, SIGGs are truly gifts that keep on giving. 

At SIGG, we ore committed to change the world through the way we do business. 

After 100 years of Swiss quality and craftsmanship, it follows naturally that we take all 

precautions regarding production to ensure our impact on the environment is kept to 

a minimum. 

Additionally, in the past two years for every SIGG bottle purchased in the USA, we have 

committed funds to protecting the planet - resulting in hundreds of thousands of 

dollars given to environmental causes. In 2009, we are expanding our commitment by 

becoming a global member of 1% For The Planet. 

So thank you for sharing SIGG's dedication to protecting the planet. Because together 

we're proving that an environmentally and socially responsible company can also be 

a successful company. 

Happy Holida1ys! Here's to the Future! 

Steve Wasik 

CEO, SIGG Switzerland 
Robert Rheaume 

President, SIGG USA 
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In this season of caring, SIGG is proud to be a member of 1% For The Planet, ~ I ~ ~ 
donating 1% of our worldwide sales to help the environment. For a perfect ~ ~ ~ 
gift for family and friends, not to mention the planet, visit www.mysigg.com. HERE'S TO THE FUTURE 



Call 1-800-327-8953 or visit hunterdouglas.com/EEt>rochure for a Free Energy-Efficient Window Treatments brochure. 
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CREATE WARMTH AND STYLE WITH ENERGY-SAVING 

DUETTE® ARCHITELLA 
HONEYCOMB SHADES 

Energy efficiency meets design innovation. 
With energy-saving technology and a radiant color palette, Duette® Architella™ shades transform the way 
your home looks and feels. The patented cell-within-a-cell design significantly reduces heat loss through the 
window. In fact, when properly installed, Duette Architella shades can cut heat loss by up to 50% or more -
and that means lower heating costs. 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE, OF COURSE. 

Extraordinary window fashions, 
exclusively yours. 







henrybuilt 
Classically modern in design and made-to-order 
with an unmatched level of engineering and craft, 
henrybuilt kitchen, bath and furniture systems set 
new standards for the most important living spaces 
in your home. Visit us at henrybuilt.com. 

Gopyr gl'ted rT'ator :ii 



seattle showroom. 997 western avenue 206.624.9270 new york sl1owroorn: 79 grand street 212.966.5797 www.henrybuilt.com [ij] 
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expecting 
guests 

Cosma sl ~o"'a 
designed by T. Muller & J. Wulff 

The fusion of design and function is illustrated 

in the Cosma's effortless transformation from 

sofa to bed. Ten colors available in stock for 

immediate delivery, $3590. 

ddc 
dornusdos1gncollect1on 

New York 181 Madison Ave 212.685.0800 

Los Angeles 8806 Beverly Blvd 310.273.5050 

www.ddcnyc.com email info@ddcnyc.com 





THE SINGLE MOST BEAUTIFUL THING ABOUT AN 
IMPORTED RUG. 
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Reflect on the art of our ti me in a San Francisco 

landmark. The museum's outstanding col lection 

of painting, sculpture, photography, architecture, 

design, and media art provides insight into the 

art of the 20th century and beyond. 

SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 
151 Third Street (between Mission and Howard streets) 415.357.4000 www.sfmoma.org 

Open daily (except Wednesdays): 11 a.m.-5:45 p.m. Open late Thursdays: until 8:45 p.m. 
Summer hours (Memorial Day-Labor Day): open at 10 a.m. Closed Wednesdays 

Peter Wegner. Gulftotine of Sunlight. Gulllotin@ of Shade (detail). 2007: Courtesy the artist and GRIFFIN, Los Angeles:© Peter Wegner: photo: Ian Reeves 
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RUNNING OUT OF SPACE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? 
DON'T BLAME US 
The holidays are all about getting together and celebrating with family and friends. Extend 
the party this season with expandable dining tables from BoConcept to accommodate all your 
guests. Add comfy dining chairs in cool fabrics and leathers to bring the look together. With 
design this welcoming, no one will want to go home! 

Dining table, from $1,649 
Dining choir, from $149 

STORES: 

I 

\ \ \ ! 

CA: San Diego (coming soon), San Francisco, Santa Monica • CO: Denver (coming soon) 
CT: Milford • DC: Georgetown • FL: .Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Tampa • HI: Honolulu 
IL: Chicago • MA: Cambridge • NJ: Edgewater (coming soon), Livingston, Paramus • NY: Carle Place, 
Chelsea, DUMBO, Madison Ave, Scarsdale, SoHo, Upper East Side • OK: Edmond • PA: Philadelphia 
TX: Austin, Dallas, Houston VA: Tysons Corner WA: Seattle • CANADA: Vancouver 
Several cities are still open for franchise opportunities - please contact franchise@BoConcept-USA.com 
www.BoConcept.com 

urban design 
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the dwell homes 
by Empyrean 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Modern Lifestyle Designs 

Empyrean International has built a 60 year legacy of destgning and 
manufacturing energy-efficient custom homes by skillfully incorporating 
progressive construction methods, the highest quality pre-manufactured 
components and supenor services. Now. in partnership with OINell 
Magazine and Maryann Thompson Architects. the dwell homes by 
Empyrean introduces its newest collection of modem home designs ... 

~a~~,h~~OUSE 
HingeHouse is a fully customizable, next-generation "prefab"' home. 
which can be configured to meet the needs of your site-and your family. 
Starting with basic floor plans, this flexible design incorporates living 
spaces that are rotated around a "hinge point," creating a 
site-specific modem design that highlights the best aspects of your 
property. This flexibility allows for a sustainable approach that enables 
passive solar orientation, maximizes the benefits of dimate-appropriate 
exposures, enhances cross-ventilation from prevailing winds. preserves 
existing rocks and trees and wor1<s gracefully on sloping grades. The 
exterior form is sculptural and dynamic, while intenor spaces are 
soaring, lofty and light-filled. The "hinge" itself is a gorgeous outdoor 
living room. complete with fireplace. The Maryann Thompson design 
team will wor1< with you to customize your home to suit your budget and 
lifesMe reouirements. 

by EMPYREAN"'1NTERNATIONAL 
Sustainable Home Building Systems 

(800) 727 - 3325 www.Empyreanlnt.com 
Trusted Legacy: 60 Years Experience - 20,000 Homes 
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28 
Editor's Note 

128 
Perfect Pitch 
If your last camping trip left you wet 
and cold, you likely lack the latest tent 
technology. We visited The North Face 
headquarters to see the cutting edge 
of outdoor-shelter design. 
Photo by Jimmy Chin 

Dwellings 

130 
iT House, Joshua Tree 
Linda Taalman and Alan Koch's Joshua Tree 
home has no problem taking advanitage 
of t he sun. Their self-designed prefab sets 
a precedent for the desertscape to 
become the next designophile hotspot. 
Story by Frances Anderton 
Photos by Gregg Segal 

138 
Floating House, Lake Huron 
In the dead of winter, Doug and Becca 
Worp le 's prefab house was dragged across 
the frozen Lake Huron to the ir three-acre 
island. When the ice melted, their pontoon­
footed home was cast afloat on the water. 
Story by Alex Bozikovic 
Photos by Raimund Koch 

1.46 
Lavaflow 4, The Big Island 
In a dense island of foliage surrounded by 
lava- a kipuka to be exact- Paul Fishman 
and Mike Kurokawa's Hawaiian home har­
nesses its s ite to take screens to extremes. 
Story by Sam Grawe 
Photos by Linny Morris 

l..5..4 
Perspective 
For photographer Edward Burtynsky, 
understanding the magnitude of our 
environmental impact is a matter of scale. 
His images of rock quarries provide vivid 
perspective on the planet's industrial scars. 

Cover: Floating House, lake Huron, 
Page 138, Photo by Raimund Koch 
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Introducing Jardin. It's not your garden variety chair. 

A fresh 1nterpretat 0'1 oft e class c 1940s wingback Jard n brr gs e as of fiowers to 
a hvab e fab 1c that 1'1V1tes you to sett e 1n, curl up and open you fav te book. Eco 
friendly cushions, cert1f1ea sustainable l1arowood frame and ~ota y groovy des gri, 
$799. To find the store riear yoJ, call 800 996 9960 or v1s1t crateandbarrel.com. 

Crate&Barrel 



"Stuff is going to get wet no 
matter how hard you try to 
l{eep things dry. Once you're 
past that, it's a leap of faith." 

Craig Steely 

38 
Letters 
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Dwell.com 
Whatever the weather in your neck of the 
woods, it's always fine online. Turn to 
Dwell.com for the latest design forecasts. 

55 
In the Modern World 
Abandon your preconceptions of skate­
boarders as ne'er-do-wells and discover 
some deck-riding do-gooders. Then, hop 
the pond to Castleford to see the world's 
curviest pedestrian bridge. 

8Z 
My House 
The rosy hills of Abiquiu, New Mexico, 
were canonized by Georgia O'Keeffe. 
At their base, Birgitte Ginge and Madeline 
Williamson built a loftlike home that 
echoes the open terrain. 

10.0 
Off the Grid 
The last ice age scattered some 30,000 tiny 
islands across Georgian Bay. Eleven thou­
sand years later, Katja and Adam Thom built 
an off-grid kouse tnat kelps keep the eartn's 
remaining glaciers intact. 

Dwell 

11.0 
Dwell Reports 
Method cofounder Eric Ryan helps us 
investigate the mystery of the sock-eating 
dryer. Though none of the machines we 
reviewed have pair-preservers, we discov­
ered their many other merits in the process. 

1.1.4 
Archive 
Set back from Delhi's rickshaw-riddled 
roads, we visit the serene sites where 
American-born Joseph Allen Stein made 
his architectural mark with a sympathetic 
brand of modernism. 

122 
Outside 
You don't need religion to find inner peace 
at architect Murray Legge's tiny outdoor 
chapel near Austin, Texas. 

160 
Concepts 

CONTENTS 

Public housing in the Windy City has 
become a model for bringing dignity 
to the down-and-out. More than 

, 100 home less Chicagoans have traded 
overpass u nderbell ies for Helmut Jahn­
designed apartments. 

16_6 
Essay 
In Kabul, Afghanistan, local environmentally 
sensitive building techniques may hold 
promise to neutralize not only carbon foot­
prints, but also turbulent conflict zones. 

1Z2 
Detour 
Santiago may be a tamer city than its 
South American brethren, but as architect 
Sebastian lrarrazaval tells us, there's change 
afoot where colonial legacy meets modern 
urban design. 

202 
Sourcing 
Coveting the Canadians' couch? Longing 
for the Lavaflow lounger? Turn here to find 
out how theirs can be yours. 

2-CH 
Theme Attic 
Agents of Change toes the line between 
the natural and the man-made, offering 
architecture to both humans and their 
animal friends on a partly artificial island 
off England's stormy west coast. 

November 2008 25 



Join Dwell editors and experts for an evening focused exclusively on modern design. 
You'll learn how to incorporate the enduring qualities of modern into your own home 
projects, experience the latest in kitchen and bath design, high-end appliances and 
luxury home furnishings. All while enjoying delicious wines and hors d'oeuvres in the 
beautiful showrooms of the Architects & Designers Building. 

Speakers include: 
Michela O'Connor Abrams, Dwell President & Publisher 

Paige Rien, Designer, HGTV's Hidden Potential; 
Principal, Rien With an Eye for Design 

Michael Sylvester, Publisher, fabprefab.com 

Joel Turkel, Principal, Turkel Design 

Amber Bravo, Editor Emeritus, Dwell 

Admission: $20 presale online by October 20 at www.dwell.com/events 
$25 at the door, space is limited 

www.adbuilding.com dwell 
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PREVIEW SHOWROOMS AT adbuilding.com 

• SHOWROOMS 

New York's 
Ultimate 
Luxury 
Showroom 
Resource for 
Kitchen, 
Bath, Ti le, 
Stone, 
Appliances 
and Home 
Furnishings 

Allmilmo of NY · American Classic Kitchens/Wood-Mode · Artistic Tile · B&B ltalia/Arclinea Kicchens · Bilotta Kitchens · 

Boffi A&D · Brown Jordan • Cavendish Grey • Davis & Warshow • Edward Fields Carper Makers • Euro Design lnreriors • 

Exquisite Surfaces • GE Monogram • Harmil Carpet • Hastings Tile & Bath • Holly Hunt NY • Homer Furniture 

• Listone Giordano • Marmo Arredo • M iele · Neff Kitchen Studios · Paris Ceramics • Pedini of NY • Poggenpohl • 

Poliform • Robert Ligh ton • SieMatic • SMEG • Snaidero USA New York • St. Charles of NY • Studium • Sub-Zero/Wolf 

Valli & Valli • Varenna Kitchens/Poliform 

• t.~ ~e~u~I~f!~d~ M99~~~!?m~5~E~~8t~~! ~~~~.9v 10155 · 212.644.2766 

•
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

It's Elemental 

A recent trip to my favorite bookstore yielded a fine 
crop of used paperbacks, among them an edition of 
architect-critic Bernard Rudofsky's The Kimono Mind, 

first published in 1965. In it, the outspoken Austrian 
proffers an antiquated-and humorous-take on the 
centuries of customs that went into shaping contem­
porary Japan. Fed up with official guidebooks that did 
little to guide, Rudofsky dispenses with xenophobic 
gridlock, and as few Westerners had attempted previ­
ously, dives headlong into the country's culture and 
habits. Through anecdotes concerning travel, bathing, 
eating, and other basic human pursuits, he outlines 
a convincing theory of how and why the Japanese came 
to possess a mindset so completely different from that 
of the West. 

There is much to be made of the fact that for hun­
dreds of years prior to 1844, Japan was closed to foreign­
ers. Laws concerning everything from what to wear 
to how to appreciate beauty were strictly enforced and 
widely accepted.After 1844, when the Japanese rapidly 
adjusted to Western-style modernity and accommodated 
centuries of technological evolution, their intuition-
so fundamentally different from that of the West, says 
Rudofsky-remained unaltered. 

During the Victorian era, long before Rudofsky's time, 
the common view in the West held that Westerners­
with their firearms and pantaloons- were advanced 
and the Japanese were barbarians. However, with greater 
insight, one could detect in their austere way of life 
not only sophistication, but also a Buckminster Fuller­
like consciousness of resources and the material 
world. Lafcadio Hearn, a scholar who, having traveled 
the world, lived out his days in Meiji Restoration-era 
Japan, was keen in his assessment. Rudofsky cites 
Hearn's 1895 book Out of the East, in which the author 
hypothesizes: "Just as we have exterminated feebler 

Sam Grawe, Editor-in-Chief 
sam@dwell.com 
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races by merely overliving them by monopolizing and 
absorbing, almost without conscious effort, everything 
necessary to their happiness-so may we ourselves 
be exterminated at last by races capable of underliving 

us, of monopolizing all our necessities; races more 
patient, more self-denying, more fertile, and much less 
expensive for nature to support ." 

As I was giving great thought to this issue of Dwell, 
those words leapt off the page. In his hypothesis Heam 
practically predicts today's environmental crises, 
in which "overliving" seems to have caused us to reach 
a global breaking point. While our current green move­
ment represents significant progress, it is also rife with 
stopgap remedies that address minor concerns with 
minor solutions. There are far broader issues that will 
require a more significant shift in cultural behaviors 
and attitudes that have been maintained for decades, 
if not centuries. But is it possible to underlive? 

In this issue we visit homes that seek to achieve 
a greater harmony with nature, not to do battle with 
it. They are not one-size-fits-all solutions nor poster 
children for the sustainability movement; instead 
they interact with the specifics of their sites in specific 
ways. Through a variety of low- and high-tech means, 
they are, in Hearn's words, "less expensive for nature 
to support." It is no coincidence that they are located 
in somewhat extreme places- a glacial lake, a volcanic 
island, and the high desert- because designing a livable 
home for these unforgiving locales demands nothing 
short of full cooperation with the environment. 

While these homes are examples from the fringe, 
they provide an alternative view of how we might 
build for our suburbs, cities, and other places where the 
natural world has been marginalized and maligned. 
The first step toward working with the environment 
is simply to recognize its existence.111 
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LETIERS 

In the "Letters" section of the June 

2008 issue, a read er wrote in proclaim­

ing how much they hate gradients, 

including the one used on the March 

2008 cover. This brought a smile to 

my face; I was g lad to see that I'm 
not the only o ne with an animosity 

towards the dreaded gradient. 

Imagine my surprise, then, when 

I looked at the September 2008 cover 
and saw that the lovable Dwell logo 

was once again taken hostage by the 

amateurish grad ient. I g uess it served 

its sentence in the time-out corner 

and is back to distract my attentio n 

from everything else on the cover. 
My hat red for the use of gradient 

goes back to my freshman year in 

architecture school, when everyone 
sat down to use Photoshop for the 

first time, discovered the gradient tool, 
and thought it was the coolest trick 

in its arsenal. Whenever I've seen gra­

dient used since then-especially in 

text-I think of those design novices. 

How did they get jobs at Dwell? 
I hope design director Kyle Blue 

forgives me-my comment isn't 

meant personally-but I beg Mr. Blue 

to not use gradients anymore. I'm 
a lover and subscriber of Dwell, but 

if I was at a bookstore and saw Dwell 

for the first time, with a gradient run­

ning though its t itle, I would bypass 

it completely and move o n to another, 
less-worthy desig n magazine. Dwell 
deserves better than that. 

Justin Park 
Dallas, Texas 

Editors' Note: We find the Dwell logo's 
lovability Increases tenfold when "taken 
hostage" (read: made awesomer) by 
a gradient, which existed long before 
Photoshop. 

Regarding your September 2008 
issue: Excellent, Excellent, EXCELLENT! 

I loved it. I think I read it twice. And 

I never writ e letters to magazines, ever, 

so consider yourselves ... lucky. I'm 
not sure what made this issue special: 
the geographical focus o n California, 

the coverage of the Salone Mobile 
in Milan (which I attended), awesome 

p roducts, or the info o n Hugh Ferriss. 
Also, p lease keep using Nathaniel 

38 November 2008 

Russell; his artistic renderings of 
the Californian landscape and its 

idiosyncracies were fanstastic. 

Boo to all those that find time 
to write incessantly annoying letters 

to you about your layout. I love it. 

Zoya LoPata 
Chicago, Illinois 

I love the white sofa shown in an 

advertisement in the July/August and 

September 2008 issues of Dwell. 

The advertisement reads "Arik Levy 
for Bernhardt Design" but p rovides 

no additional information like 

a website or showroom location. 
Where can I find this couch? 

Eraka Bath 
Sent via email 

Edjtors' Note· The sofa is part of Levy's 
Gaia collection of modular seating 
for Bernhardt Design and is available 
at bernhardtdesign.com. 

I am writing in response to Erin 
Middleton-Ahmed, w ho wrote from 

Oregon ("Letters," September 2008) 

and discussed the concept of fitting 

more (stuff and people) into less 

(square footage). I applaud the senti­
ment of avoiding waste, but I wanted 

to add a caveat about New York City. 

The Big Apple is the only place I've 

lived where square footage is mea­
sured from exterior wal l to exterior 
wall. That 2,500 square feet includes 

halls, d uct work, bathrooms, closets­
the whole kit and caboodle. In most 

parts of the country, square footage 

is calculated using interior floor space 
of primary rooms (living room, dining 

room, kitchen, and bedrooms); it 
q uite often excludes even bathrooms. 
When added to the fact that we do 

not typically have garages, attics, o r 
basements to keep things like bicycles, 

boxes of pictures, and seven years 

worth of financial files, 2,500 square 
feet is indeed small. Not tiny, but small. 

S. Dreher Lofgren 
New York, New York 

The September 2008 issue outl ined 
your recent event in Los A ngeles, 
Dwell on Design (June 5- 8, 2008). You 

mentioned a neighborhood of prefab 

homes- a hot topic with an increasing 
number of options and design sensi­

b il ities- and I'm sorry I missed it. I'm 

only aware of a handful of providers 

and would greatly appreciate a list of 

those that showed at the event. 
I devoured the September 2008 

issue quickly and didn't realize how 

much content there was until later, 

when I flipped back through the issue 
to find an article I'd read- that's great! 

I enjoyed the features on modern 

Californ ia homes, but I think it would 

be even better to next read a set of 

features about modern homes located 
in anotner state. It would be a great 

series f il led with a sense of discovery! 

Thanks for the reading. 

Steve Zaibel 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Editors' Note· Ecoshack, Hive Modular, 
kitHAUS. M<irmol R<idziner Prefab, 
Modern Cabana, and pieceHomes 
were among the prefab exhibitors 
at this year's DoD conference. We'll 
also be highlighting more prefabs 
in our February 2009 issue. 

I'm looking for information on that 

awesome sofa surrounded by wood 

shelves that is pictured on page 106 
of the "Off t he Grid" article in the 

September 2008 issue ("The Green 

Lagoon"). I am looking for something 

very similar for my renovation in 
Houston, Texas, and would love to 
know if it's a custom p iece (and if 

so, who built it) or if it's store-bought. 
Thanks in advance for any advice! 

Jeremy Radcliffe 
Sent via email 

Editors' Note· The sofa was custom­
made by Marco Fine Furniture and 
the surrounding walnut cabinetry was 
custom-designed by C<iss Calder Smith 
Architecture. For more information, 
visit marcofinefurniture.com and 
ccs-architecture.com. 

After growing up in the Bay Area and 

attending college in La Jolla, I particu­
larly enj<oyed the California Dreams 

(September 2008) issue. To gain some 
economic perspective, would it be 

possib le to include some parameter 
of cost for the homes you feature? 
Possibly price per square foot, 11• 

Dwell 
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LE TIERS 

construction cost, or current market 

value could be used w hen reporting 

on these homes. If that is too cumber­

some or specific, perhaps a variation 

on restaurant price guides that use 

dollar signs: $-$$$$. You could use 
a little house icon, each house repre­

sent ing SOOk. W ith regard to the recent 
issue, with a La Jolla beach house, 

a San Francisco penthouse, and a 

St inson beach house in a gated com­

munity, you may run o ut of space 

for those little houses. I suspect these 

types of homes w ill remain d reams 

to the vast majority of your readers, 

but with the addition of some sort 

of cost parameter, at least our dreams 

could have an economic framework. 

David Sacco 
Sent via email 

Editors' Note: We generally try to 
include price information whenever 
the homeowner is willing to snare 
that information. 

Thank you for your article about 
Raymond and Shelly Kappe i n the 

September 2008 issue ("level Best"). 
It evoked pleasant memories of 

living for more than 20 years in o ne 

of Mr. Kappe's creations. 
In 1966, while exploring the Palos 

Verdes, California, area, I had my first 

introduction to Kappe's architectural 
genius. It was a condominium devel­

opment, one of the very first such 

projects in the Palos Verdes area, built 

by Marty Schulz, a Southern California 
builder. The complex, w hich is set 

into a hillside, consists of 24 unique 

units d istributed among three d iffer­

ently shaped buildings as well as large 

courtyard areas and a pool. Wood, 
concrete, and g lass are used exten­
sively throughout. There are " flying" 

walkways, cantilevered balconies for 
some units, and terraces or patios 
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for others. In the article, the p hoto­
graphs and d rawings of Kappe's home 

highlight many of the architectural 

and structural features that are built 
into the interiors and exteriors of this 

mid-1960s condominium. 
I loved the minimalism and the 

sense of orderliness and calm and 

immediately bought the last available 

unit. A few years later, my husband 
and I bought and moved to a larger 

unit in one of the other buildings. 

That unit, on the third and fourth floors, 

had even more of the unmistakable 

Kappe design language: a loft over­

looking the living room; 18-foot-high 

ceilings and walls of glass in the two­

story living room; abundant lighting 

and ventilation in all rooms, provided 
by corner-joined windows, and lou­

vered clerestory and floor-to-cei ling 
w indows; abundant use of stained 

redwood in interior soffits and the 

exterior surfaces of the unit's push-out 

style closets and storage areas; a large 

wraparound, partially cantilevered 

patio; and a feeling of spaciousness 

and openness. 

Congratulations to Ray for attaining 
his 80th, and still-p rod uctive, year. 

Elaine Gidcombe 
Long Beach, California 

As a landscaper, I really appreciate 

the incorporation of nature into the 
articles in Dwell. The natural element is 
going to come much more into focus 

as an architectural consideration in the 
coming years, be it thro ugh a green 

roof or simply building aro und existing 

p lant life rather than destroying nature 
in the name of "progress." In the article 

on Mickey Muennig ("Coastal Com­
missions," September 2008), it was 

inspirat ional to see how he maintained 

the aesthetic of the p lace and built a 
dwelling that seemed to fit. It is appall­

ing to see how some naturally beaut i­

fu l places are torn apart just so one 
person can have their dream house. 

The direction of the magazine con­
tinues to be progressive, and I always 

look forward to reading the entire 
issue. If only more people would think 

small rather than sprawl! 

Kevin Michener 
Sent via email 

So, you go to Zurich ("Detour," 

September 2008) and don't visit the 

Hotel Widder, the Zurich pioneer of 

t ransforming wonderful, o ld build ings 

into modern hotels? Well, you've got 

to go back-and stay at the W idder. 
When you do, you'l l understand what 

I mean. 

Dan Zibman 
Princeton Junction, New Jersey 

Editors' Note: Thanks for the travel tip, 
Dan. (And for rates starting at nearly $500 
a night, we should hope it's fantastic!) 

My infatuation with your magazine 
reached its peak last month (July/ 

A ugust 2008), when I found myself 

consum ing it cover to cover, including 
the "Letters" section. Typically I page 

past these columns in search of 
heavier articles, b ut I have recently 

enjoyed the benefits of considering 

the points of view of other readers, 
not j ust my own. I could not have 

been more shocked to find that one 

reader considers sustainability to 

be an "it" th ing. This kind of statement 

embodies the fear of many environ­
mentalists who, w hile feeling some 

relief at the recent popularizat ion of 

saving the p lanet, worry that it will 
be viewed as a trend, something to 

be thrown away rather than recycled 

and reused as a lesson learned, an~·· 
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innovation adopted, or a revolutionary 

way we live our day-to-day lives. 

The letter writer's own rhetoric 

about "sustainability chatter" only illus­

trates the ignorance of her comments 

and a lack of awareness about serious 

global issues. I, for one, am thankful 

every month for an oasis of dedication 

to green design found throughout 

your magazine's features. So many 

other publications address the subject 
with a pathetic annual "green issue" 

or not at all. Sustainability is about 
continuous revita lization, the abil ity 

to keep the earth (and ourselves) 

alive with renewable resources, 
and everyone should feel obliged 

to get on board w ith it- indefinitely. 

Thanks to Dwell for doing just that. 

Dorothy Neagle 

New York, New York 

The caption on page 90 of the article 

"Bay Wash" ("My House," July/August 
2008) says that the floor is glued­

down, fiber-cement HardiePanel 

siding. (The pieces look quite large.) 
When I do an Internet search all I find 

is vertical and overlapping p lanks 

used for sid ing a house. Can you 

p lease let me know the exact name 

of the product and where to find it? 

Nina Quarequio 
Sent via email 

Editors' Note: The homeowner d id, 
in fact, use vertical sid ing for the floor­
ing in her home's office/ retail space. 
The product is HordiePanel Verticol 
Siding and is available in 4-by-8-feet, 
4-by-9-feet, and 4-by-10-feet sizes at 
jameshordie.com. 

As I am stil l drooling all over my first 

issue of Dwell (November 2006), I have 
finally decided it is time to sit down 

and ask my question: In the article 

titled "Desert Utopia," where can I get 

myself the pictured lamp that hangs 

from the cei ling? 

Thank you desperately. 

Lindsay Brandt 

Sent via email 

Editors' Note: The suspension lamp 
is the D T Light designed by Phil Luithlen 
for DePadova and is available at 
depadova.it. 

Dwell 

LETTERS 

When wil l Dwell start covering the real 

human side of home design? Universal 

design, accessibi lity, and personal­

health technologies wi ll have to be 

part of 21st-century home environ­

ments if the 75 million baby boomers 

are to have any quality of life while 

they're aging. Pan-myopia and pretty 

interiors won't cut it anymore. 

Peter Durkson 
Maui, Hawaii 

Editors' Note· We're dissecting the 
best and worst examples of universal 
design-and tossing in a quick UD 
history lesson and a glossary of essential 
terms-in the "101 " section of our 
June 2009 issue. In the meantime, check 
out "The First Wave" (November 2007) 
and "The Siple Life" (March 2005). 

I have been subscribing to Dwell for 
many years and think you are the best 

modern periodical. Hoss, my chocolate 

chihuahua, loves Dwell too! 

Thanks for bringing style, function, 

and great design to our modern world. 

Mark Stary 

Sent via email 

Correction: In our "Dwell Reports" on 

dressers (October 2008, p. 110), we 

fai led to mention The Conran Shop, 
who graciously provided product art 

for o ur shoot. Check out its collection 

of dressers and other home products 

at conranusa.com. We regret the error. 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Letters 

40 Gold Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
letters@dwell.com II•· 

The latest 

innovations in 

appliances 

from the people 

you've always 

turned to 

for technology. 

Best Buy~ 

The LG SteamWasher~ 

BestBuy.com 
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CONTRIBUTORS 

Chelsea Holden Baker 

Chelsea Holden Baker ("My House," 

p. 87) found her first taste of t he daily 
grind at Dwell and then her first free­

lance story for t he magazine j ust off 

U.S. 84 in New Mexico. When the Tin 
Moon Gallery's Ton Haak (who knows 

what everyone within a 50-mile radius 

is up to) told Baker that two brothers 

from the Bay Area had designed the 
house, she knew that brothers Peter 

and Mark Anderson- former Dwell 

cover-story architects-had found 
their way to Abiquiu, too. She hopes 

their SIPs masterpiece, in conjunction 

with Stephen Hall's Turbulence House 
and Christopher Winters's Bu-rro 

House, will someday make Abiquiu 

as famous for modern prefabs as for 

Georgia O'Keeffe. 

Jeanine Barone 
New York City-based writer and pho­

tographer Jeanine Barone manages to 

find t ime in her high-octane schedule 

to indulge in jewelry design and avant­
garde col lage art. While prowling 

through galleries and design shops 
in Santiago, Chile, for this month's 

"Detour" (p. 172), Barone found inspi­

ration for future projects-including 

o rganic necklaces-in the vibrant col­
o rs and curious textures of places like 

Galerfa Animal, Pura, and lnterdesign. 

Christine Cipriani 
Boston-based writer and book editor 

Christine Cipriani discovered the 
architecture of Joseph Allen Stein 

("Archive," p . 114) during her three 

years working at Penguin Books India. 
As an eager participant in Delhi's 
cultural life, she often found herself 

at the India Habitat Centre and India 
International Centre for book launches, 

concerts, art exhibits, or just to eat 
lunch. She was intrigued when she 

learned that an American had de­

signed these well-loved spaces. " It was 

moving to discover, much later, that 
Stein was a modest, deeply humanistic 

man who lived in India for almost 50 

years," Cipriani says. "His buildings 

now seem that much more sophisti­
cated in their vision for both the 

people of Delhi and for the natural 

environment." 

Amze Emmons 
Amze Emmons is a visual artist who 

lives and works in Philadelphia. His 
recent work focuses on refugee archi­

tecture, including the politics of man­

mad e space, loss of community, and 
alienation in a global world. Although 

blast wal ls and rubble frequently 

appear in Emmons's illust rations, creat­

ing the images for this month's "Essay" 
(p. 166) gave him further insight into 

the topic: "Working on this assignment 

was the first time I've seen examples of 
architects in a 'combat zone' designing 

blast walls with sustainability and com­
munity involvement in mind," he says. 

Edward Lifson 

In between finishing a Loeb Fellowship 

at Harvard and beginning an Annen­

berg Fellowship at the University of 
Southern California, Edward Lifson 

took a tour of "the t rain," Chicago's 

Margot and Harold Schiff Residences 

("Concepts," p. 160). Lifson, a former 
Chicago Pub lic Radio host, likes to 

write stories about modern architec­

ture's use of light, space, and materials, 
but what he found at the Helmut Jahn 

project trumped all of that: people 

just grateful to be given a chance to 
have a home. 

A hand-painted lava rock (courtesy of 
Cathy Liu, the wife of Lavaflow 4, p. 146, 
architect Craig Steely) welcomes visitors 
at the entrance of the house. 

Elizabeth Moch 
Though she recently returned to Berlin, 

German illustrator Elisabeth Moch 

spent the last year living in Stockholm, 

Sweden. For each issue of Dwell she 

draws the portraits for the Q&A and 
Nice Modernist sections of " In the 

Modern World" (p. 55), and she has 
always wondered what it would be 

like to meet them in person. While 
traveling in New York City this summer, 

Moch more than once thought she 

recognized one of her models, but­
despite her Rhinelandish candid ness­

never dared to approach them. 

She regrets that now. 

Charles Montgomery 

Journalist Charles Montgomery splits 

his t ime between America's neighbors, 

basing h imself in Vancouver and 
Mexico City. He's currently working 

on a book that examines how cities 

can be transformed into "machines for 

happiness." While researching his story 
in Kabul ("Essay," p. 166), Montgomery 

learned a lesson about photography 

in the M iddle East: The best way 
to take pictures of fortified buildings 

and heavily armed sold iers is out the 

window of a fast-moving taxi. 

Gregg Segal 

It was the summer of the SoCal desert 
for Gregg Segal ("iT House, Joshua 
Tree," p. 130), a Los Angeles- based 

photographer w ho has been snapping 
images i n the area for Fortune, Popular 

Mechanics, and AARP The Magazine, 
in addit ion to those of the iT House for 
Dwell. "This may be as close to living 

on the moon as it gets," Segal says. 
"The home makes the most of the 

lunar vibe, and you can soak up the 

desert's stark beauty from any room in 
this glass house without a single neigh­
bor to mar the vast desert vista." 1111 
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Now online ... 
How Green Are You Contest 
Dwell teamed up with the A IA to 
recognize the most innovative green 

home renovations in North America 
for the How Green Are You Contest. 

The competition was fierce, with 

numerous submissions from across 

the country pitting recycled materials 
against low-energy consumpt ion and 

anemic carbon emissions. In the end, 

Ryan Walsh of DRW Design Build 

in Portland, Oregon, emerged as the 

grand-prize w inner. Walsh's Recycled 

Aesthetic project stood o ut for its 

alternative design approach, affordable 
cost, and uncommon use of recycled 

materials. Find out more about t his 
project and other winners on our site. 

dwell.com/green contest 
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Ryan Walsh's winning Recycled Aesthetic 
project in Portland, Oregon: Leftover 
ipe decking was repurposed into kitchen 
cabinetry (above left); exterior and interior 

Dwell Playlist 
Music is a source of inspiratio n and 

pleasure for many, and finding the 

perfect track can make the difference 

between boredom and bliss. We've 

asked a group of architects, designers, 
and other notable creatives for their 

favorite tunes to help you find your 

musical nirvana, be it a grunge group 

from Seattle or otherwise. Check 

out the latest playlist, available now 

on the web. 
dwell.com/ podcast 

spaces make use of irregular closet rods 
(above and below right), and recycled 
wood studs become rain screens that frame 
the entrance to the master bedroom (left). 

Dwell 
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My House 
This popular and helpful section of 
the magazine can now also be found 
online, w ith enriched content from 
Make It Yours tips and resources. 
Find out from the owners themselves 
how our featured living rooms, 

kitchens, bathrooms, and bedrooms 
were created, and implement their 
stylish solutions in your own home. 

dwell.com/myhouse 

••• ••• ••• 
M ake It Yours 

Challenge Your Imagination 
Here's the challenge: Design and build 
a modern table using CaesarStone­
the rest is up to you. We are looking 
for designs that are sustainable, innova­
tive, and a challenge to conventional 
thinking. Finalists will receive the 
necessary CaesarStone material and 
fabricator referral to construct the 
selected designs. A panel of experts 

will judge the finished pieces and 
select three finalists; the grand-prize 
winner w ill receive $5,000. 

dwell.com/caesarstonechallenge 

Make It Yours 

•• " •• • • • 
~ 
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Max Monorail Chandelier and Coax Pendant by LBL Lighting 

Better Lighting . Better Living. 

Offering the best in modern lighting. fans 
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Flos. FontanaArte. Foscarirn, Tech. Modern 

Fan and more. Great accessories and 

furniture from Alessi. Blu Dot. Kartell 

and other fine manufacturers. 
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November Calendar 
Important dates in art and design, with 
architecture thrown in for good measure: 
Welcome to Dwell's timeline of the month. 

Dwell 

November 1 (2008) 

CONTENTS 

brings sassy snaking curves­
and brilliant engineering- to 
the rocky shores of the River 
Aire in Yorkshire, England. 
mcdowellbenedetti.com 

An exhibit of Matthias Pliessnig's wooden 
furniture-sculpture closes at the Wexler 
Gallery, Philadelphia. wexler9allery.com 

November 2008 SS 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Cast Iron Ampersand 
by House Industries 
houseind.com 
Font designers with a fear of 
having their typefaces copied 
ad infinjtum online need only 
swap Fontographer for cast iron. 
A heavy metal ampersand is 
about as analog as it gets- and 
at either heft (6.5or17.5 lbs), this 
bookend should have no trouble 
propping up The Purloined Letter. 

November 2 (2008) 

PRODUCTS 

Puzzle rug 
by Barberosgerby for 
The Rug Company 
theruqcompany.info 
Trying to furnish your flat with 
all of BarberOsgerby's oeuvre 
but don't have time to shop 
around? Puzzle, a flat-weave wool 
rug, packs the contents of the 
designers' sketchbooks onto 
a nine-by-six-foot Technicolor 
floor covering. (right) 

An exhibition by Gareth Hoskins Architects 
ends the Lighthouse Architecture Series 
in Glasgow, Scotland. thelighthouse.co.uk 
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November4 (2008) 

Torre planter 
by Annina Giihwiler for Postfossil 
postfossil.ch 
Houseplants keep growing (at 
least for those of us who don't 
travel two weeks of every month), 
and so do these planters. Modular 
elements in two diameters, 
and pieces that accommodate 
a shlft in scale, make repotting 
as obsolete as faxing. 

Hanging chads begone! It's election day 
in the United States. Vote for good design. 
uspol itics.america.gov 

Dwell 
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As the choice of professionals for over 60 years, 

Symmons creates premium kitchen and bathroom 

products that are simple, durable and beautiful. 
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Available in 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Slitthult wall decoration 
by La Cocotte for Ikea 
ikea.com 
Forget glow-in-the-dark stars 
and planets. Ikea's Shitthult wall 
decorations bring Alexander 
Girard-inspired botanical motifs 
to an unexciting wall near 
you.Just peel and stick: Bare 
suburban drywall is suddenly 
rather cool. 

November 5 (1893) 

PRODUCTS 

Industrial designer Raymond Loewy, who 
helped modernize America's trains, is born. 

58 November 2008 

November 6 (2008) 

Twelve watch 
by Naoto Fukasawa for 
Issey Miyake 
unicahome.com 
Without numbers or markings 
of any kind, Naoto Fukasawa's 
Twelve watch uses the geometry 
of the watchface itself to tell 
time: The U-sided case helps tick 
down the hours as its minimalist 
hands keep time slipping, slip­
ping, slipping into the future. 

Eggflat storage 
by Josh Jakus 
branchhome.com 
Buying flats of eggs at the farm­
ers market is satisfying, but 
the transport home can be risky. 
Not so for the stationary nooks 
and crannies of the felt Eggflat, 
which provide a cozy topography 
for the objects of your choosing. 

The Torino Triennale, 50 Moons of Saturn, 
kicks off in northern Italy. torjnotriennale.it 

Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Todd 
Larson 

In the summer of 2001, Element 
Skateboards founder Johnny 
Schilleretf stumbled OD a new 
addition to a YMCA skate camp 
in Northern California: a nature 
survival-skills program. Over 
the course of one week on 
remote Sequoia Lake, instruc­
tors Todd Larson and Mike 
Kershnar brought conftdence­
building survival strategies to 
the urban attitudes of the kids. 

Moved by this experience, 
Schillereff snagged Larson 
as soon as he graduated from 
UC Santa Cruz. "Before we met 
Johnny and Element," a grateful 
Larson explains, "we were just 
a couple of guys doing this pro­
gram on our own. But Johnny 
saw the reaction of the kids-how 
they were really learning about 
nature- and that's Element's 
whole vibe." 

Within two years, Elemental 
Awareness, a nonprofit organi­
zation, was launched-and the 
program has flourished. They take 
15 kids to camp-many of whom 
have never experienced the great 
outdoors before-and teach them 
the importance of shelter, fire, 
water,and food. "A lot of them are 
really, really scared," Larson says. 
"Especially when it gets dark­
they've never seen so many stars 
in the sky. They've never seen a 
wild animal. They've never seen 
a tree that wasn't surrounded 
by concrete." And because most 
kids, especially those who dare 
the air on a half-pipe, might 
not be as interested in recycling 
as they are in starting fires, they 
take nature on with a hardcore 
appreciation of the elements. 

While surviving in the wilder­
ness is important, it's not the 
ultimate goal: "Hopefully, when 
they go back to the city and 
someone talks about being green, 
or doing things in an environ­
mentally sustainable way, they 
will know what path to choose 
because they've had this close 
connection to nature." 

To reach as many deserving kids 
as possible, Elemental Awareness 
runs skateboarding and essay · 
writing contests, and even 
a scholarship program. Though 
there's only one camp-fox the 
time being-enthusiastic kids 
come from all over the world. 
elementskateboaxds.com 
elementalawaxeness . org 

Nice Modernist 
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Tadao 
Ando 

From his studio in Osaka, 
Japan, Pritzker Prize-winning 
architect Tadao Ando produces 
minimalist, poetic rift's on the 
built environment, including 
quiet, meditative spaces for 
churches, museums, housing, 
and retail shops-Formerly a 
boxer, Ando DOW designs walls 
from smooth-as-silk concrete, 
but be also has a love of wood: 
Ando's newest work in the 
U.S., the Clark Art Institute in 
Williamstown, Massachusetts, 
is clad in cedar, and part of his 
plan as a board member of To­
kyo's bid for the 2 016 Olympics 
is simply to plant more trees. 

What's your ideal working 
environment? 
It has to be someplace quiet, 
with a sense of connection to 
the outdoors. 

Q&A 

What music do you play in 
your studio? 
Most Japanese offices don't 
play music during work. Maybe 
it's to concentrate and to focus 
on the work. 

Who outside your field 
inspires you? 
Here at the Clark Art Institute, 
we're looking at the wonderful 
landscape and at two outdoor 
sculptures by Isamu Noguchi. 
The way Noguchi lived his life 

• really inspires me. He questioned 
his identity as half-Japanese, 
half-American, trying to search 
for his own essence. 

What do you think of the 
new megacities in the Middle 
East and in Asia? 
I think it's exciting as an explo­
sion-but because I would like 
to think carefully about building, 
and about what really satisfies 
people, I think the new mega­
cities could be dangerous places. 

What would be your dream 
commission? 
The most important thing is to 
have a client who is passionate. 

What remains for you 
to achieve? 
I hope my buildings make people 
curious. If you stay curious you'll 
live longer. 

Tadao Ando spoke to author Edward 
Lif son through translator and 
architect Kulapat Yantrasast. 

Dwell 
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Megastmaure Reloaded 
September 19-November 2, 2008 
Former State Mint, Berlin 
megastructure-reloaded.org 
Architecture has always had its 
megastructures, going back at 
least to the Tower of Babel, but 
megastructures perhaps hit their 
highest design notes with the 
avant-garde of the 20th century. 
From the rebuilt town cores of 
postwar England to New York's. 
Rockefeller Center, from NASA's 
Florida headquarters to the wilds 
of Soviet Siberia, truly gigantic 
buildings began to take shape on 
the modern horizon. "Think only 
of the essentials," science-fiction 
novelist J. G. Ballard once quipped 
in his advice for how to navigate 
the 20th century; one of those 
essentials was "the architecture 
of very large structures." 

However, the design history of 
the 20th-century megastructure 
has never been convincingly told. 
The influences for this strange 
building type were all over the 
map, including shopping malls, 

November 6 (2008) 

EXHIBITIONS 

oil derricks, medieval castles, and 
American aircraft carriers, but 
too often the intricacies of this 
particular storyline have been 
shoehorned into one curator's 
subjective vision: We've learned 
about the handful of architects 
who were supposed to really 
matter- but never about the idea 
of the megastructure itself. 

So does Megastructure Reloaded 
succeed where others have failed? 
Yes and no. With the show's own 
displays designed by no less 
a figure than Dennis Crompton, 
former member of Archigram, 
the show tries to set itself apart. 
"The exhibition is not intended 
purely as a documentary repre­
sentation," the curators write. 
Rather, "the megastructuralists 
are to be tested for their currency 
and relevance to the problems of 
contemporary urban design." The 
projects thus offer a well-stocked 
look at bow these often dystopic 
efforts at utopian buildings have 
been understood-or misunder­
stood-in the visual arts. 

Finnish Summer Homes opens at the AIA 
San Francisco.~ 

62 November 2008 

November 8 (2008) 

Hegastructure Reloaded includes 
classic megaprojects by Haus­
Rucker-Co (top), Superstudio 
(bottom left), and AXchizoom 
(bottom right) . 

Joseph Grima, Jeffrey Inaba, and Sam Jacob 
speak with Dwell's Geoff Manaugh at the 
Chicago Humanities Festival. cbfestjyal.org 

Dwell 
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Tiny 
Teaks 
If you dig through your parents' 
kitchen cupboards, chances are 
you'll find a Jens Quistgaard 
design.Although "Quistgaard " 
never became a household 
name, the company be cofound· 
ed and the pepper mills be ere· 
ated brought Danish modernism 
to the American table. 

Born in 1919 and raised in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, Quist· 
gaard forged metal on his own 
anvil at age 14 and exhibited self. 
designed sets of knives a year 
later. In fact, it was Quistgaard's 
work on display at a knife exhii­
bition in Copenhagen in 1950 
that caught the eye of American 
entrepreneurTed Nierenberg. 
Quistgaard had the artistic vision 
to take everyday household tools 
and make them beautiful, and 
Nierenberg had the know-how 
to make beautiful tools available 

to the everyday buyer. Together 
they formed Dansk, a flatware 
and cookware company, in 1954. 

The pick of the crop of Dansk's 
early lines was Quistgaard's 
teak pepper mills.A 1964 adver­
tisement touts the mills' exotic 
material, superior grinding 
mechanisms, and clever design, 
with a saltshaker on top and 
a pepper-grinder below-a then­
uncommon combination. 

Quistgaard changed the way 
Americans view tableware, says 
Mark Perlson, author of Danish 
Pepper: Jens Quistgaard's Teak 
Pepper Mills. "He was able to take 
a very basic machine and make 
it ergonomic and functional but 
also very beautiful." And his tim­
ing could not have been better: 
As modem homes were increas­
ingly being designed with 
open floor plans and kitchens 
were moved into dining rooms, 
cooking and serving utensils 
were suddenly an artistic focus­
and, in the 1960s, Quistgaard's 
tiny teaks took center stage. 

"They're a real study in indus­
trial design," Perlson explains. 
"Even though they're all differ­
ent, they're still recognizable as 
Quistgaard's work- especially 
once you've held them. They feel 
like Quistgaards." Perlson adds 
that it's almost impossible to 
judge the scale of each piece until 
he's held it; it's "almost an optical 
illusion," he jokes. The photos 
in Perlson's book are thus printed, 
in almost all cases, to scale. 

Today the pepper mills' collec­
tion market is thriving. Danish­
design enthusiasts regularly pay 
more than $100 on eBay to add 
a Quistgaard mill to their collec­
tions. It's perhaps a high price 
to pay to add spice to your meal­
but for a useful piece of art, it's 
a steal. 

danisbpeppex tO'I 

------------------------------- --------------- --- -------------,---- ----------------------------------------------------------
' 

Super Structure 
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Son of a Bench 
byBluDot 
b!udot.com 
The name of this versatile bench­
coffee table-sculpture likely 
comes from the difficulty faced 
by Minneapolis-based Blu Dot 
when it came to covering 21 

interlocking loops of hot-rolled 
steel in felt. The solution to this 

Triton stool 
by Clemens Weisshaar 
for ClassiCon. 
class icon.com 
The Triton fits more than just the 
modern aesthetic: Its anatomi­
cally formed seat- with optional 
leather cover-comfortably con­
forms to the contours of your can. 

FURNITURE 

Son-of-a-Bench problem was 
to use one of cofounder John 
Christakos's favorite industrial 
techniques: rubber dipping. The 
decision means the bench is 
great for both the house and the 
yard, and its glossy black finish 
is "kinky in a kind of S&M way," 
Christakos says. 

Elorocouch 
by Rodolfo Dordoni for Cassina 
cassina.com 
The ash wood and leather Eloro 
couch joins a lounger, chair, and 
ottoman to complete designer 
Rodolfo Dordoni's Pilotta family 
of furniture. Fabric cushions 
with a built-in bend soften this 
big daddy of the bunch. (right) 

November 13 (2008) 

68 November 2008 

Architectural twosome Robert Mangurian 
and Mary-Ann Ray lecture at t he Canadian 
Centre for Architecture. cca.qc.ca 

November 15 (2008) 
Another design duo- Elizabeth Diller and 
Ricardo Scofidio- speak at the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art. sfmoma.org 

Dwell 
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November 17 (1944) 
Rem Koolhaas, Pritzker Prize-w inning 
Dutch architect, Harvard design professor, 
and author of Delirious New York, is born. 

70 November 2008 

Mirror Ball on Stand 
by Tom Dixon 
tomdixon.net 
The newest member of the 
Mirror Ball family is not unlike 
the multiheaded Hydra- its 
slender body supporting up to six 
stainless-steel globes of various 
sizes. Unlike the Hydra, however, 
these heads radiate bright light, 
not poisonous breath.(left) 

Spoon table 
by Antonio Ci tterio for Kart ell 
kartell.it 
Though more reminiscent of a 
leggy grasshopper than a spoon, 
for which it is named,Antonio 
Citterio's Spoon table is a relative 
of the stool that made the name­
sake Kartell family famous. The 
legs fold up for apartment-friendly 
storage, and the flattened form 
is fetching enough for display. 

November 23 (2008) 
Uneternal City: Thirty Years After 
"Roma lnterrotta" closes in Venice, Italy. 
labjennale org 

Dehors chair 
by Michele de Lucchi for Alias 
ali asdesiqn .it 
Elevate your outdoor comfort level 
with the overstuffed cushions 
of the Alias Dehors-a chair plush 
enough for the living room but 
designed for lounging en plein air. 
The removable acrylic slipcovers 
and expanded alkyd resin stuffing 
weather the weather well. 

-

Dwell 
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Mytocbair 
by Konstantin Grcic for Plank 
plank.it 
Sitting in the average plastic 
lawn chair, few of us consider the 
flow properties of that injection 
molding that made it possible, 
but Myto might make you pause­
and not only to enjoy its canti-

November 30 (2008) 
Progress, an exhibition about "visions 
of utopia," closes at New York's Whitney 
Museum of American Art. whitney.org 

Chiku bookshelf 
by Nick Rennie for Porro 
porro.it 
It would almost be a shame to 
clutter this sleek, asymmetrical 
bookshelf with something as 
prosaic as books. The seven grace­
fully reposed poles-like bamboo 
caught midsway or a frozen 
game of pick-up sticks- make for 
an arresting read on their own. 

levered sway. It's the ftrst piece of 
furniture produced with BASF's 
Ultradur High Speed PBT (poly­
butylene terephthalate), whose 
nimble nanoparticles (1,000 times 
smaller than a dust mite) help 
save energy, cut down production 
time, and allow for the minutiae 
of Grcic's detailed design. 

Dwell 



Why add detergent 365 times a year 
when you could just add it twice? 
GE Profile's new frontlood washer and dryer with the SmortDispense'" pedestol holds up to six months of detergent and fabric 
softener• and conveniently dispenses the right amount for each load. The ENERGY STAR qualified washer also comes 
equipped with patented Stain Inspector technology that treats more than 40 common stains. Just two of the many features 
that will ensure your clothes ore well token core of. To learn more, visit geoppliances.com/profilefrontlood. 

100 years of innovation. And we're just getting started . 

• Profik™ 
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Mi&luul Wolf: 
7'ae Transparent City 
Michael Wolf, Natasha Egan, 
and Geoff Manaugh 
Aperture, $60 
Michael Wolf turns his camera 
away from his adopted home 
of Hong Kong to focus on the 
great walls and windows of 
a wintry Windy City.Alternat­
ing between full-color spreads 
and details blown up to the 
point of deliberate pixellation, 
Wolf gives us Chicago as a col­
lage of overlapping mundani­
ties, where shirtless men check 
email at midnight and women 
stare blandly into space. Dwell 
senior editor Geoff Manaugh 
contributes an essay. 

BOOKS 

Anhitecture of Change: 
Sastainability and Humanity 
in the Built Environment 
Kristin and Lukas Feireiss 
Die Gestalten Verlag, $79 
Hoping to prove that the quest 
for sustainability requires more 
than just a few solar panels, 
this beautifully designed book 
lays out a healthy spread of 
green buildings, land art, in­
ternational photography, and 
much more. Included are inter­
views with architects, as well 
as tours of low-maintenance 
projects, from housing to infra­
structure, all over the world. 

Modern SWedish Design: Three 
Founding TeXta 

Edited by Lucy Creagh, Helena 
Kdberg, and Barbara Miller Lane 
Museum of Modem Art, $35 
As part of its program to expose 
Anglophones to international 
design texts, the Museum of 
Modern Art presents us with 
these brand-new English trans­
lations of three fundamental 
writings on Swedish modern­
ism. The book is introduced 
by Kenneth Frampton, with 
an essay on the timeliness 
of environmentally-minded 
arguments for good design. 

··~c 'J" . 
1 ...... 

What Colour I• Your World? .-· ! 

Bob Gill 
A BalJoon for a Blunderlniu 
Bob Gill and Alastair Reid 
Phaidon, $14.95 each 
Bob Gill's stature as an illustra­
tor is both well deserved and 
underacknowledged. Phaidon 
here reproduces two of the 
Brooklyn-born artist's best 
books-and they're both for 
kids. A Balloon for a Blunderbuss 
is particularly wild: what 
would you trade for a butterfly? 
the book asks. The answer 
takes us around the planet 
and back. 



Alcove Sofa 
Design: Ronan & Erwon Bouroullec 

• v1tra. 
Pleose contact on authorized Virro Home retoifer for further information: Atlante, GA Context (contextgollery.com) Baltimore, MD Home on lhe Harbor (ho meonllhehorbor.com) Boston, MA {m21co11ec.tion.com) 

Charlottville, VA Hotel Chelseoville Gollerie (hotelchelseovillegollery@ix.netcom.com) Chicago, IL Luminaire (luminoire.com) Dalles, TXScott & Cooner (scottcooner.com) Denver,. Co One Home 
(onehomedesign.com) Edmonton, CAN Dwell (dwellmodern.co ) Gree nwich, CT Mis En Scene (misenscenegreenwich.com) Houston, TX Kohl·Linscomb (kuhl-linscomb.com) Jackson, MS Om Source 

{offisource.com) Kansas City, KS Centro (centro-inc.com) Los Ange les, CA Jules Seltzer (julesseltzer.com) Monc:hHte r, VT Circa 50 (ci,ca50.com) Miami, Fl 4141 Design (414 1d esign.com) 
New York, NY The V;tro Store (vHra.com) The Conron Shop (conron.com) Moss (mosssonl;ne.com) MoMoA Design Store (momastore.org) Portland, OR H;ve (h;vemodern.com) Santo Ano, CA Mogedmon Modern 
(magedmanmodern.com) San franci•co, CA limn (Hmn.com) Montreol CAN (lomudenord.com) Zinc Details (zlncdetalls.com) Sarasota, fl DK Vogue (dkvogue.com) Seattle, WA Inform Seattle 
{infotmseatlle .com) Toronlo CAN Plan B (plonboffice.com) Vancouver, CAN Inform (informinteriors.com} Victoria, CAN Gobrie l Ross (gobrielross.com) Washinglon, DC Aporrment Zero (opartmentzero.com) 
Wilmington, DE Vassar Interio rs (vossocinferio rs.com) www.vitra.com 
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Airspace Tokyo 
Tohyo, Japan 
Hajime Masubuchi/Studio M 
and Thom Faulders/Faulders Studio 
with Proces2 
s-t-m.jp 
fcmlders-studio.com 
proces2.com 

--

For this private house, archi­
tect Thom Faulders, in 
collaboration with Proces2, 
created a "porous and open­
celled meshwork" facade. The 
bewildering and interlinked 
geometries of this unique 
surface treatment create a 
"foliage-like cover," the archi­
tect explains, offering varying 
amounts of shade and privacy 
for the house's residents. 

Houses We Love 
76 November 2008 
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W HEN A TV CAN ADJUST TO A 
DIFFERENCE IN LIGHT, LIFE'S GOOD. 

Introducing the LG70 Series with Intelligent 
Sensor technology that uses 4,096 sensing 
steps for superior picture quality customized 
to your surroundings. Which mea ns an 
enhanced viewing experience tailored to 
the light in your room. as well as potential 
energy savings. And with Full HD 1080p and 
l 20Hz technology. te levision doesn't get 
any better than this. www.LGusa.com/ LG70 

~ 2008 LG Electronics U.S.A .. Inc .. Englewood Cliffs. NJ. All rights reserved. LG "'Life·s Good"' is o 
registered trademark of LG Corp. 

LG 
Life's Good 
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Desert House 
Paradise Valley, Arizona 
Circle West Architects 
circlewest.com 

Houses We Love 
78 November 2008 

Mount Baker Residence 
Seattle, Washington 

: Pb Elemental Architecture 
elementalarchitecture.com 

Heacox Residence 
Scottsdale, Arizona 
Baldinger Studio 
baldinqer-studio.com 

Dwell 



It's the home you've always wanted. At least, 1t will be once you finish We understand this. which is why we offer a wide variety of reliable 

windows and doors to fit your style and your budget With industry-leading warranties, energy efficiency and design options. it's the stuff dreams 

are made of For more 1nformat1on. a free brochure and dealer l1st1ng call 1.800.877.9482, ext. 10547, or v1s1t www.jeld-wen.com/10547. - • 

I ~ RELIABILITY for rea I I ife" 

~or more mfotmiLlt•on Md COC'l"lplete product warranties. Stt www Jtld·Wt>n com 02008 JEW·WEN. 1oc. 
ElO·WE~. the JW !COO and Rel abtlrty for real I fe are trademarks Of reg1Stffed tradPm~•ks of )ElO·WEN. inc. Ore901"1, USA 
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Houses We Love 
80 November 2008 

Haiku, Hawaii 

Chelsea Kohl and Bill Kohl 

When then 22-year-old Chelsea 
Kohl stumbled on the chance to 
build herself a house on a piece 
of her father's land in the town 
of Haiku, Hawaii, she didn't have 
much of a budget: $500. The 
inspired result, assembled with 
her partner Chelsea Heller in 2005, 
is a beautiful and eclectic mix 

bottles and reused windsurf 
boards come together with 
telephone poles 1 discarded solar 
water heaters, metal stairs from 
a century-old sugar cane mill, and 
even a fish-smoking box in the 
kitchen to create one of the most 
original houses we've yet loved. 
Our favorite detail? The elevated 
flatbed of a pickup truck, trans­
formed into a place for a good 
night's sleep. 

Dwell 
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N! 000 12 84596 003 

c ust omer f ile 
Jennifer C. Dervin I SF . CA . 

01 Black ceramic sculpture picked up in Oaxaca Mexico 

02 The book that took me a~ound the world -
03 Wooden Rhino puzzle I brought home for my son --
04 My father's camera that still takes great shots 

05 Japanese backpack given to me by a business owner 

E Marcel Wanders Egg vase 
---

07 Grandma's favorite scissors that I use daily --------' - --
08 My Fukasawa laml' f~ YLi~h...:t:...i:..n.:.!g~------------1 
09 Kimono doll found in an alley store, Tokyo _:-.--- ---=-----------
w Favorite one pot meal cooker by iittala --

Want: t:o see your 1. f . l. e illuminated? v· isit "WWW.ylight:ing.com to submit your 10 most precious objects for a chance to win your very own Naoto Fukasawa I tis Table Lamp. 
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Houses We Love 
82 November 2008 

Ten Broeck Cottage 
Columbia County, New York 
Messana O'Rorh.e Architects 
messanaororh.e.com 

c 
Dwell 



Made to order. 
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Room&Board' 
C)a"' AT' 80095 84') roomandboard.com HOME FURNISHINGS 



DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Artemide· 
Artemide, the most diversified. award-winning design line in the lighting 
industry, offers decorative and architectural luminaires with the perfect 
balance between form, function, and performance. For more information, 
please visit artemide.us. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide distributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net 
or call 323-933-0383. 

With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection o f interior textiles, featuring innovat ive materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and t imeless textures. maharam.com 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competit ive advantage with the Autodesk• Revit• build ing 
design and documentation system, purpose-built for building information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coord inates 
the change everywhere. autodesk.com 

SIEMENS 
German-engineered, the Siemens ultraSense'" washer and dryer feature 
the most advanced technology on the market, allowing you to wash 
more clothes than ever before at home, including cashmere, silk, and 
activewear. siemens-home.com 

Room&Boarcf 
HOHIE FUkNISH I NGS 

Excellent design is timeless, not driven by t rends. Our home furnishings 
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordable p rices to offer outstand ing value. 
roomandboard.com 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

TI-!E BOLD !DOK 
GKOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in providing products of 
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler continuously st rives to lead the way and set new standards 
for gracious living by creating products that will deliver years of performance 
and add beauty and va lue to people's homes. kohler.com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV. 
For more informat ion visit fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid or call 
800-301 -7430. 

3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology. Our 
tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving money 
and space. noritzamerica.com 

The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for green roof-waterproofing solutions. 
Sika Sarnafil provides you with a membrane system solution engineered to 
keep your structure watertight. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing and 
waterproofing peace of mind. sarnafilus.com 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Mil ler for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office 
seating through our nationwide network o f consumer and online stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 

Since 1907, Kirsch W indow Fashions has been setting the standard in 
innovation and design for home-window t reatments. The originator of 
fashion-forward decorative drapery hardware, Kirsch has evolved to 
boast a broad leading line of custom blinds and shades to complement 
any home decor. Kirsch W indow Fashions offers products that define 
elegance and offer uncompromising style and beauty. kirsch.com 

Copyr 



LENNPX) 

When it comes to energy-efficient heating and cooling, the Dwell Home II 
has what it takes. The home will feature an innovative Lennox Customized 
Comfort System that delivers superior performance in the areas important 
to today's homeowners-comfort, efficiency, quiet operation, reliability, 
and cleaner air. For more information, visit lennox.com. 

oliform 
Italian manufacturer of high-end kitchens, wardrobes, wall units, beds, and 
dining· and living-room furniture since 1942. Collaborating with leading 
European d esigners, Poliform has b rought quality, function, and tech no· 
logy together to create unique and timeless designs. 888-POLIFORM 
for the showroom nearest you, or poli formusa.com to download catalogs. 

(9 caesarstone· 
Quart1 Surra,es 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, Caesarstone quartz surfaces 
take concept to reality as the perfect blend of form and function. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or call 877-978-2789. 

IIBJ ~J.Qf.O RTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless­
steel entry door systems using the f inest-quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. neoporte.com 

Zi]ENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air• offers a full line of built-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visit jennair.com 
or ca ll 800-JENN-AIR. 

• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing original design and 
innovation to the ceiling fan industry. The designs celebrate the modern 
idiom through mechanical simplification, geometric forms, and contemporary 
finishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century ceiling 
fans. modernfan.com 

MONROVIA: 
« GROWERS 

Monrovia~ Growers are the healthiest, hardiest, most beautiful plants 

guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Ra ised in exclusively formulated, 
nutrient-rich organic soil, our plants are the strongest. With more than 
2,200 varieties-from low maintenance to high fash ion- we have something 
for everybody and every garden style. monrovia.com 

Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international designers. 
Some Cappellini products are exhibited in the world's premier museums. In 
2004, Cappellini became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting the project for a "new 
quality center: cappellini.it 

emma gardner design 

Emma Gardner Design, LLC, is a design and development company that pro­
duces fine contemporary interior products for use in residential, office, and 
hospitality spaces. Honors in 2007 included an Interior Design Best of Year 
Merit Award and two llDEX/Neocon Innovation Awards. For more information 
and showrooms, please visit emmagardnerdesign.com. 
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At WhoDoYouShowerWith.com, we take a look at the light-hearted side of the 

topic we love so much: the daily shower. From the hilarious to the evocative, what we 

discovered with our photos and videos is that showering isn't just a daily chore that you 

have to do, it's actually pretty fun! 



As told to Chelsea Holden Baker 
Photos by Joao Canziani 
Illustrations by Keith Shore 

Dwell 

they fell in love with a piece of land 
in the breathtaking Rio Ctiama 
watershed of northern New Mexico, 
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MY HOUSE 

Thanks to passive solar and radiant floors, 
the metal-clad home (top) is comfortable 
year-round. For the snowy season, a Rais 
stove (bottom left) provides extra warmth. 
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Up above the sitting room a duo of Eames 
shell chairs and a bank of luminous oper· 
able windows (bottom right) await a pair of 
weary readers. 

It was serendipity that we discovered 
the town of Abiquiu, New Mexico, after 

vacationing in Colorado. We were 

attracted because Georgia O'Keeffe's 

home is here, but when we arrived, 

the beautiful river in the desert land­
scape stunned us. It was love at first 

sight. Nearly four years later we moved 

to New Mexico, thinking we'd have 

a house built in four to six months. It 

happened a little d ifferently. 

I grew up with Danish design 

in Copenhagen, and Madeline shares 
my commitment to modernism. While 

paging through books and magazines 

we came across the 2003 design 
invitational with proposals for the first 

Dwell Home. We loved the ideas of 
the brothers Mark and Peter Anderson 

of Anderson Anderson Architecture. 

There was a lot we could relate to, 

especially because the house was 

designed for a musician: Madeline is 

an accomplished pianist, and I work 

for the Santa Fe Opera. 

So one day, we picked up the phone, 
called the Andersons, and said, "This 

is our situation: We don't have a lot of 
money, we have a beautiful site, and 

we really love what you do. Would you 

be interested in working with us on 
the Abiqruiu House?" We were surprised 

t hat it was a go.~· 
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When we started collaborating with 

the Andersons, we talked a lot about 
our lifestyle. Their questions were 

not "How many bedrooms? How many 
baths?" but "How do you want the 

house to work for you on a daily basis? 
What are your priorities? What would 

make this a comfortable living space?" 

We were not building a house for 

resale value; it was the house we would 

spend the rest of our lives in. 
Since music is such a huge part of 

our existence, the Andersons asked us 

for a discography. Our house was 
designed to a soundtrack of 14 hours 

of classical, Gypsy, and Latin music. 

Mark and Peter also asked for photo­
graphs and measurements of the furni­

ture we wanted to have in the house. 

The piano was the centerpiece. 
We were very committed to open 

space and a feel ing of air and light 

everywhere, like a loft. There .are 
hardly any interior walls, unless they're 

The architects built the house around 
Madeline's grand Schimmel piano (left). 
But that's not to say the pair wanted to live 
in a concert hall. Having a flexible living 
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load-bearing or enclosing a toilet. 

In fact, we didn't want doors either, 
but we have sliders for closing 
off the pet apartment and bathrooms. 

The focus was on wash-and-wear, 
low-maintenance materials, like con­

crete radiant floors and galvanized­

steel cladding. 

It was very important to us to make 
this amazing site part of the house. 

The inside and the outside are blended, 
with lots of windows, porches, and easy 

access. It's a 30-by-60-foot footprint 

and there was almost no excavation, no 

damage to the surrounding vegetation; 

it's all natural landscaping. 

But the week of ground breaking, 
our contractor, who had experience 

with structural insulated panels (SIPs) 
like we were using, fi led for bankruptcy. 

Finding another contractor was a 

problem because everyone here builds 
with adobe (which never has to be 

perfectly plumb), and nobody had ever 

space and accommodating recital guests 
took priority. Brigitte descends one of 
two locally fabricated steel cylinders: her 
"stairway to the stars." 

seen a design like ours. What kept 

us going was that Mark and Peter were 

so supportive and encouraged us to 
act as owner-builders. Our bank was 
the opposite. They had approved our 
loan on the basis of using a general 

contractor. When the contractor went, 

our financing went too. 
So I brought the plans to a local 

bank and showed a loan officer there. 

The design excited her. She said, 

"I think you can do it, and I'm going 
to give you the money to do it, acting 

as your own contractor." Realizing a 

third party believed in us was a pivotal 

moment. We started bidding for 
subcontractors and ended up coordi­

nating and managing work among 

28 different people. 
W hen the walls went up I took 

Mark and Peter to the second floor, 
where there's a window meant to pro­

vide light to the main room. When 

you stand at the top of the stairs you~~ 
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MY HOUSE 

see this 300-year-old adobe church 
through it, framed like a photograph. 
I said, "This is just amazing. How 

did you know this would happen?" 
Mark looked at me and said, "I guess 
I just got lucky." 

And that is one of the positive 
aspects of building a house-all the 

things you didn't anticipate that, in 
most cases, are happy surprises. When 
we first climbed a ladder to the roof, 
the magic of stepping up from ground 
level to see the spectacular views, 
knowing that this would be ours for 

the rest of our lives, and realizing that 
Mark and Peter were able to imagine 
this three-dimensionally, while just 

standing on the empty ground-that 
was astounding. 

Of course, a great site helps make 
a great house, but it's important 
to have architects who jibe with your 
ideas and expectations. Our desire 
to live in Abiquiu was the driving factor, 
but we real ly needed the empower­
ment of other people: from a friend 
who first told us about the property 
to the incredibly kind loan officer, 
local craftsmen, and, of course, Mark 
and Peter. It took 16 months to build 
this house. You can't get discouraged. 
Once you put problems behind you, 
it's only the positives left stand ing. ~· 

The price of steel and concrete skyrocketed 
during construction, yet Williamson and 
Ginge couldn't imagine the house built 
of any other materials. A perforated metal 
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screen serves as a shower curtain (bottom 
left). The rooftop (bottom right) is wired for 
a solar farm, but they are waiting for better 
prices and tax breaks before investing. 8 
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SIP 'n' Save 
SIPs (structural insulated panels) are an 
Anderson Anderson specialty. SIPs are made 
from fast-growth trees, create little waste 
material, are highly insulated, and cut down 
on construction time ... provided your 
contractor is familiar with them. Ginge and 
Williamson's SIPs provider, Premier Building 
Systems, came to Abiquiu and did a one-day 
workshop with the construction crew. PBS 
is the largest SIPs manufacturer in the U.S., 
so they provide a lot of S!Ps support. 
pbspanel.com 

Lighting and Siting 
The couple went with a high-low lighting 
concept: They invested in hand.folded 
Danish Le Klint pendants (rather than stan­
dard fixtures) to complement the home's 
unique architecture. During the day they 
rely on natural light. Working with their 
frequent collaborator and former student 
Olivier Pennetier, the Andersons used 
Ecotect software to anticipate and maximize 
the sun's angle at the winter and summer 
solstices. Free programs like Google 
SketchUp can approximate the same thing. 
eklint.com 

Musical Chairs 
The main room and social center of the 
house was designed around Williamson's 
piano. In the summer the couple hosts fresh­
air recitals and chamber music concerts, 
opening the sliders on both sides of the 
room to accommodate a big audience. 
Light, bright seats-like their durable Panton 
chairs from Vitra- are ideal for a flexible 
entertainment space that is both indoor 
and out. Magis also has a rainbow of adapt­
able plastic seats like the Easy Chair by 
Jersey Seymour that look great stacked 
or kept on the deck. vitra.com 

Happy Accidents 
"Make mistakes assets" is a good construc­
tion mantra. The couple's eight-foot-tall, 
ten-foot-long Poliform wardrobe wouldn't fit 
in the bedroom when the ceiling came out 
short, at seven feet nine inches, but it turned 
out to be a great fit for the entry. Three 
inches of the kitchen also disappeared­
unfortunate, considering that the Varenna 
cabinets they splurged on were custom­
made. The solution? Sacrifice one cabinet, 
and buy a smaller fridge. These accidents 
forced Ginge and Williamson to examine 
their space and needs. poliformusa.com 

Make It Yours 
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Click here for more information: 
SIPs: sips.erg 
Google SketchUp: sketchup.google.com 
Plastic chairs: magisdesign.com 
Compact refrigerators: smegusa.com 
Wire mesh: twpinc.com 
Rescue pets: petfinder.com ftll 
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FLOORING 
Wood FSC Certified, Reclaimed, 
Recycled, Formaldehyde-Free 
Classic, Exotics, Hand-Scraped, 
and Rustic Bamboo Traditional, 
Woven, Stained, Hand-Scraped 
Cork Click Parquet Carpet 
Organic Wool, Sisal, Sea-Grass, 
Abb<1c11, Jvte, Hemp, Mesqvite 
Eucalyptus Natural linoleum Tiie 
Recycled Glass Terrazzo and 
Concrete, Porcelain, Ceramic, 
Rubber Pavers and Pebble 
Cement, Concrete. Clay, Terra­
cotta, Meshed Pebble 

WALL FINISHES 
Natural and Recycled W 
Zero-voe. Non-toxic, 
Paints Clay Paints, 
Milk Paint, Lime Pa 
and Ceramic Tiles 
Wood, Bamboo. P 
Resin, Recycled 

Counter/Surface I 
& Concrete, Recyc 
& ResJn, Recycled P 
Fiber, & Resin, Recy 
Bamboo, Mesquite, 
FSC-Certlfled No-F 
added Plys and MOF, 
Low-emission stems 
Hardware Recycled Al 
Bronze, Brass, Glass 

DECORATIVE FINISH 
AND SLABS 
Recycled Glass, Aluminu 
Bronze. Copper, Ceramic, 
Stone Tiles and Splashes, 
and Recycled Glass Slab 
Organic and Recycled Fa 
Natural Window Finishes 

SHEET & LUMBER 
FSC·Cert1f1ed, No-Formalde 
Added Plys, MOFs, Particle 
Klre1, Bamboo, Palmwood, 
board. Hempboard, 
Beams, Lumber 

Low-Em is 
Coatings, 
Clea11&rS 

epOxyGreen 
Supplying Eco Building and Design Materials to a Renewing World 

• 

ace with Mot 

"a green do-it-yourself paradise 
... a sustainable lifestyle empire." 

-LA Weekly 

"a beacon for greener LA living ... 
a stylish environmentally conscious 

design center has emerged .... " 
-realtalk LA 

" ... demonstrated effortless harmony ... 
Your passion for eco-friendly building 

was felt every step of the way ... " 
-Christine Stafford, Fred Segal Green 

epOxyGreen 602 



La Cantina Doors encourages everyone to welcome sunlight, fresh air, and cool breezes into the 

home. When the weather doesn't permit complete openness, our double-paned glass continues to 

provide energy efficiency. In addition, La Cantina Doors is proud to offer FSC-certified wood options 

and recycled packaging for all our product lines. For details on how you can integrate La Cantina Doors 

into your next LEED ® project, p lease visit www.lacantinadoors.com. 
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OFF THE GRID 

On the Rock 

Katja and Adam Thom's cabin, on an 
exposed postglacial archipelago in 

Canada's windswept Georgian Bay, is 
more than eight miles from the nearest 

road. The build ing, quite lit erally off 

the grid and far from inland neighbors 

on a long and slender granite outcrop, 

is only accessible by boat-or perhaps 
by seaplane if you're aerial ly inclined. 

The region itself is an aquatic maze 

of pine-covered shoals and islands 
that were scraped into existence 
by the gigantic ice sheets that once 

covered the northern half of this conti­

nent. There are, in fact, two kinds 
of islands here: an irregular network 

of relatively sheltered rocky o utcrops 
on the shores of inland lakes and 

the islands of the bay's open waters. 
This topography, with its deep scars 

from a more rugged p hase of p lanetary 

history, is a sublime place in which to 
locate a summer cabin. 

Story by Geoff Manaugh 
Illustration by Mark Giglio 
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Adam Thom knows the region well. 

When he was a boy, he and his fami ly 
visited the bay almost every summer; 

they'd rent a different cabin each year, 

hopping from island to island. Each 
island, Adam says, presented its own 

set of experiences-even jumping 

one island over could feel like another 

world. It only made sense, then, that 

after he and Katja were married 
and began a fami ly of their own, they 
would seek a retreat in the long eve­

ning light of the north. 
Adam, a Toronto native, and Katja, 

from Denmark, met while studying 

at t he Southern California Institute of 
Architecture (SCI-Arc) in Los Angeles. 

Both had backgrounds in sculpture, 

and the architectonic ski lls and abstract 
formal ideas that they p icked up at 

SCI-Arc go into al l of their architectural 

projects as Agathom Co., a firm they 
cofounded in Toronto eight years ago. 

The shape of the Thom's cabin is as much a 
factor of the couple's architectural aesthetics 
as it is of the local weather: The winglike 
dips in the roofline situate and hold the 

The cabin in Georgian Bay is a par­
ticularly strong articulation of their 

basic design philosophy. The house 
is powered only by solar panels; it 

uses a graywater system, attached to 
the home's only sink; and there is a 

compost ing toilet. At night, the Thoms 

heat their bed with rocks warmed 

beside the wood-burning stove and 

fireplace-and the ambient heat that 
these generate keeps the home's tem­

perature within a comfortable range. 
When asked about the construction 

process-especially in relation to the 

remote site-Adam laughs. "It was 

tedious," he says. "Everything had to be 
brought in by boat , and the construc­

t ion season is very short because of the 
weather. The guys would be working on 

t he house-and then, suddenly, there 

would be a thunderstorm. So they'd 
have to get back in their boats and go 
back to their houses, and whole days ~~ 

house against the region's brutal winds. As 
the outdoor chairs attest, lifestyles here pass 
easily between inside and out; a long hike 
and a good swim are always just steps away. 

c 
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OFF THE GRID 

could go by without getting anything 
done." Nonetheless, he adds, the result 
is remarkably solid. 

The house is built atop a system of 
stone piers, to which it is strapped 
down roughly every ten feet with steel 
bars. This effectively locks the building 
onto the granite bedrock-although 
there is enough space between t he 
house and its earthly anchorage to let 
the region's often-violent winds blow 
under and around the structure. That's 
all part of Agathom's larger siting 

strategy; "The house steps down to 
fol low the contour of the landscape," 
Katja explains. 

"Part of the influence in designing 

like this was the way that the older 
cottages were built here before power 
boats, when everything was even more 

of a struggle,'' she continues. "We had 
long conversations with the engineer to 
get everything as precise as possib le­
to make true two-by-fours, wit h square 

The kitchen (top right) reveals the detailed 
precision with which the Thoms assembled 
their home: Exact cuts, joins, and cantilevers 
bring the whole house together. 
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edges, and to get all the alignments 
right. We also had to get the strongest 
woods for the spans." 

"And we've been in some absolutely 
furious storms," Adam adds. 

Katja agrees, but seems to have a 
healthy sense of humor about it. "The 
house does not move,'' she says. "It 
doesn't even squeak." Their enthusiasm 
for the accomplishment can be heard 
in Katja's voice. 

Almost all of the wood they used 

was reclaimed from old Ontario barns, 
making many of the joists and floor­
boards several hundred years old. 
If you look closely you can see the peg 
holes; these are what Adam calls the 
boards' "memory from an earlier life." 
Anything that did have to be built spe­
cially for the project, includ ing some 
long structural spans within the build­
ing, was made only with trees sourced 
from within a 200-mile radius. The 
wood is both resilient and durable; ~ 

A view through the house (bottom) shows 
not only how the roofline folds down across 
the interior, letting in air and sunlight, but 
a lso how beautiful reclaimed wood can be. 

c 
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the exterior siding, for instance, has 

simply been left to weather, a decision 
that was as much aesthetic as it was 
sustainable: The architects explain 

that they "did not want any paints, sol­

vents, or preservatives" involved with 
the project. Katja points out that, over 

time, as the boards are transformed 

by exposure to the elements, t hey will 
attain a silvery, autumnal sheen. 

The whole undertaking seems much 
more impressive when you learn that 

Adam's extended family, including his 

mother and his sister, also regularly 

visit. To ho1,1se them <ll! comfort<lbly 

without building an off-the-gr id man­

sion, the Thoms, who have a daughter 

and another child on the way, decided 

to keep two other, much sma lier 
sleeping cabins on the island; these 

were originally built in the 1940s. 

"We had always stayed on the islands 
in scattered sleeping cabins that were 

spread quite far apart from each other," 

The house (top) is perched in the midst 
of an astonishing landscape. The rocky 
islands here were violently scraped clean by 
glaciers more than ten thousand years ago. 
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Adam says. "That was part of the 

experience. After d inner, you'd grab 
a flashlight, and off you'd go to your 
own space." 

As the sun sets, the house cuts 

a distinctive profile against the huge 

northern sky, looking out over the 

quick-to-storm waters of the bay. Be­
neath a panoramic view of incoming 

clouds, the roofline seems to put its 
shoulder down as if to muscle its way 

through the weather. The well-angled 

roof forces even gale-strength winds 
around the house like an airplane wing. 

"Being out on the tip of the rock here," 
Katja points out, "right on the open 

bay, we have direct access to water on 

three sides- but we're also more ex­

posed to the weather." Adam laughs. 
"It can be a pretty wild place," he adds. 

Luckily, their cabin is prepared for 

these circumstances- off the grid and 
anchored there, standing still in its 
own glacial solidity. I~-

Ang led openings in the roofline (bottom 
right) function as both windows and vents, 
allowing views and cross-breezes. A dining 
table completes the nearly all-wood room. 

Dwell 
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OFF THE GRID 

Ma ny houses e mploy bits and pie ces of 
green design and technology In a n effort to 
create a more sustainable living space, but 
whethe r due to the constraints of building 
codes, finances, or simply pe rsonal aesthetic 
p references, most sustainab le home s still 
connect to the municipal grid for at least 
some of the ir power and water. 

It is ge nerally more challenging to retro­
fit a n existing bull ding to remove it from 
grid-depe ndence than it is to build an off. 
g rid house from the ground up. The Thoms 
show what 's possible when you design 
sustainable features that work together to 
create a syste m for domestic self·re liance. 

Click here: 

GRAY '\. 
WATER\ 
SYSTEM,\ 

For more on building green, stop by the 
Canada Green Building Council, cagbc.org, 
or its U.S. equivalent, usgbc.org. II 
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SOLAR PANE~ 

WOOD 
STOVE 

COM 
POS 
TING 

Solar Panels 
The first .step toward detaching their house 
from the world of utilities providers was 
installing solar panels. The Thoms use the 
power of the sun to run a water pump, 
phone, two laptop computers, and assorted 
12·volt lights, as well as to recharge batteries 
and their cell phones. However, the panels 
aren't enough to run power tools or a 
refrigerator, so the Thoms will be expanding 
their photovoltaic array soon. 

Cross-Ve ntilation 
Because the owners don't want to max out 
the electricity generated by their solar 
panels using something as inefficient as 
air-conditioning, they built the house 
to accommodate the local winds. An angled 
roof and windows on all sides mean that 
the house brings cool breezes through one 
end and out the other. 

Wood-Burning Stove I Hot Rocks 
Cooling isn't the only thing that can be done 
without power. Keeping the house warm 
is important in t he Great White North, and 
a well-placed wood-burning stove goes 
the distance for circulating heat throughout 
the structure. The Thoms go even further, 
keeping themselves warm by heating rocks 
near the stove to place in their bed before 
going to sleep on cold nights. 

Graywater Filtration System 
The Thoms filter all the water that has been 
used in their kitchen sink. They first route 
the graywater through a sand-filled barrel, 
which fi lters out large particulates, and then 
they drain the water into partly artificial wet­
lands, chosen for their lack of proximity to 
the fresh water of the bay. Even surrounded 
by the seemingly endless waterscape, the 
Thoms are careful to return water only after 
it has been filtered and naturally cleaned. 

Composting Toilet 
Another key step toward sustainability is to 
kick the flushing habit. A Sun-Mar Excel N.E. 
composting toilet ensures that even the 
owners' waste can decompose harmlessly 
before returning to the world outside. 

Dwell 
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DWELL REPORTS 

Cleaning clothes in a washer and 
dryer seems simple enough: Put 
them in, add some detergent, watch 
them tumble and spin, and voila! 
Fresh laundry. But while most machines 
get the basic job done, not all washers 
and dryers are created equal. 

The agitator, for example-that 
protruding stem in the middle of 
traditional washers- is a merciless 
stretcher of garments, while scratches 
on a dryer's metal interior wall can 
cruelly snag threads and tear delicate 
articles. It's better than toiling over 
a washboard and bucket, but the road 
to machine-clean clothing is fraught 
with danger. 

Luckily, home appliances compare 
with computers and cars when it 
comes to technological and material 

innovation. From agitator-free washers 
to snag-proof dryer walls, the list of 
risks is shrinking. 

In addition to treating garments 
with greater care, new machines have 
also made significant strides in water 
and energy efficiency, saving operating 
costs throughout their life spans. 
Though dryers still run neck and neck 
with refrigerators-and hot on the 
tail of air conditioners and water heat­
ers-in the competition for greatest 
domestic energy hog, they're leagues 
ahead of where they once were. 

This month we selected five of the 
newest models of front-loading 
washers and dryers to take for a spin. 
We enlisted one of the leaders of 
clean, Eric Ryan of Method, to help 
us separate the suds from the duds. 

\ 

A Note on Our Expert: 
Eric Ryan is the cofounder and chief 
b rand architect of Method. Having 
turned a tiny startup in a market of 
giants into a true competitor among 
home-cleaning products, Ryan is a rare 
expert in the business of balancing 
design, simplicity, a nd performance. 
As the father of two young kids and 
a crusader in the "people against 
d irty" campaign, Ryan is well qualified 
for his role as Dwell's guest decider. 

The Laundry List··, 
For all of the grass stain-elimination contests we see on 
TV among name-brand laundry detergents, it's the washers 
and dryers that do the heavy lifting. Now the machines 
are stealing the spotlight with high-tech advancements 
that take clean to the next level. 

Story by Sarah Rich 
Portrait by Douglas Adesko 
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1. Epic by Maytag I $1 ,099-$1 , 199 
each I maytag.com 

Expert Opinion: Epic's heroic name 
is fitting because it's the Clark Kent 
of machines. On the o ne ha nd you 
have a sturdily built, rel iable washer. 
On the other you have a suave, 
nimble powerhouse. It's stackable and 
has optional storage d rawers, which 
a re huge space-savers. Speaking 
of saving, it's super energy- and 
water-efficient, too. So the superhero 
analogy definitely applies. But maybe 

it's more like the Maytag man just 
found his cape. 

What We Think: Maytag's com­
mercials have lo ng touted the fact that 
their machines fu nction so well they 
make the repairman obsolete. With the 
Epic, they practically make the owner 
obsolete, too, with a series of sensors 
that regulate water level, temperature, 
and soap suds (all sold as additional 
features). The automatic adjusters also 
keep the use of water to just what's 
needed, so none is wasted. I•·· 
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2. Affinity by Frigidaire I 
$749-$999 I frig idaire.com 

Expert Opinion: Smart is the name 

of the game with the Affinity, and its 

intelligent iCare system puts the "care" 

in fabric care. It gently cleans clothes 
w ithout an agitator, a good thing 

if you're interested in thread longevity 
and looking to extend the life of 

your clothes (yes, I mean those $300 

jeans). Granted, it won't play the latest 

Coldplay CD, but since it has a lot of 

the features the more expensive guys 

have, this is a really great value. 

What We Think: Frigidaire integrates 

classic style with the newest tech­

nology, even down to the retro logo 

design. Like oven ranges, domestic 

washers and dryers are leaning toward 

professional g rade, which in this case 

means larger capacities. Still, the side­
by-side Affinity washer and dryer keep 

their overall profile to a minimum, 

and with a short d ry cycle, the process 

takes less t ime and uses less energy 
than it does w ith older models. 

3. Duet Steam Washer WFW9600T 

by Whirlpool I $1 ,399-$1 ,699 each I 
whirlpool.com 

Expert Opinion: Meet the Brad and 

Angel ina of the laundry world. This 

steamy affair (pun intended) is made 
up of smart, strong, and downright 
sexy forces. Thanks to the power of 

steam, you don't need to pretreat 
stains, and you can even sanitize your 

clothes without nasty bleach. It will 
revolutionize your laundry routine 

with less ironing and fewer trips to the 
dry cleaner- a bonus for both the 

environment and your wallet. And it 's 

t he biggest water- and energy-saver 

of the b unch, too. 

What We Think: In the Whirlpool's 
laundry list of features, one that stands 

out is the "Add-a-Garment" function, 

which offers the forgetful among us 
a chance to slip in late items for up 

to eight minutes after t he wash cycle 
begins. When t he light goes out , 

t ime's up. This machine also indulges 

the meticulous categorizer who likes 
to do laundry by type: Bulky, silk, wool, 

and varying degrees of grime each 
have their own special setting. 

4 . W 3035 and T 8005 by Miele I 
$1,749-$2,349 each I miele.com 

Expert Opinion: Think I've run 

out of similes for washing machines? 

Think aga in. The W 3035 and the 
T 8005 are like a Porsche reincarnated 

as washer and dryer- 91 ls to be 

exact. There's a reason for that. Their 
features read like a sports car's; there's 

even a turbo button on the washer! 

They're h igh-performance, b ut the 

controls are simple enough so you 

don't need racing g loves or anything 
like that. Although, if the price tag 

doesn't make you shy away, then you 

might be in a position to have 

someone else sort and fold for you. 
What We Think: We agree that this 

is the most utilitarian-sleek of the lot. 

Miele's stainless-steel exterior g ives it 

a no-nonsense appearance. As func­

t ions go, it keeps things simple, but we 

enjoy the interior light that allows you 
to see tile cycle in act ion. We'd like to 

think this eliminates the mystery of the 

disappearing sock. 

5. Nexxt 800 Series by Bosch I $1,449 
for washer, $1 ,299 for dryer I 
boschappliances.com 

Expert Opinion: Bosch is known 

for cool design and superior quality, 

and it doesn't d isappoint here. This is 
one hot-looking model, and it boasts 

some really unique features. too. It's the 
quietest washer in the U.S., with cycle 
settings that go beyond the usual 

delicate, regular, and permanent press 
options. They've taken into consider­

ation everything from washing jeans 

and comforters to taking tough stains 
out of kids' clothing. W ith all that versa­

t il ity, this is a g reat choice for families. 
What We Think: These machines 

have so many special features that 
Bosch has come up with a new vo ca­

b ulary to describe its superpowers: 

XXtrasan itary, KIDScare, SENSOtronic, 
ARCHIE Paddles- the list of trademark 

terms promises targeted cleaning for 
every kind of d irt as well as a "nearly 

silent" cycle. Though the array is a 

b it overwhelming, it's nice to be able 
to select based on load type and 

presumably get a better wash out of 
it . You just have to be willing to sort. Ill 
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Architect of Independence 

A few years after he had settled in 
newly independent India, American 

architect Joseph Allen Stein vi sited 
the hut in which Mohandas Gandhi had 
lived some 15 years earlier. Gandhi 

had established the Sevagram ashram 

in the center of the country to pursue 
a pure mode of village living, and Stein 

experienced what he called "a reveal ­
ing intensity of beauty and rightness" 

there. He would go on to leave, with 
a notable flair for detail, a substantial 
architectural mark on Delhi, but Stein's 

commitment to the ideal of voluntary 

simplicity ran through his life and work. 
Raised in Omaha, Nebraska, and 

trained at the University of Illinois and 
Cran brook Academy of Art, Stein 

acknowledged his debt to the organic 
architecture of Eliel Saarinen, Louis .,. 

Story by Christine Cipriani 

114 November 2008 

The India International Centre (bottom), 
completed in 1962, is a showpiece for the 
careful craftsmanship and organic elements 
of Stein's work, including stone screens 

called jalis. Stein raised part of the building 
(top) to draw the eye toward the neighbor­
ing Lodhi Garden, creating a breezy veranda 
with a signature coffered ceiling. 
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Sull ivan, and Frank Lloyd Wright. 
He launched his career in Los Angeles, 
working w ith Richard Neutra in the late 
Depression years, and he refined his 
goals in socially responsible planning 
in San Francisco, where he collaborated 
with John Funk and Garrett Eckbo 
throughout the 1940s. "If there's one 
word that would characterize what 
he was attempting to do," says his son 
David, "it was humane." 

In 1952, Stein was invited to head 
the architecture and planning depart­
ment at Bengal Engineering College, 

near Calcutta, and in 1955 he opened 
a practice in Delhi. Over the next four 
decades he designed some of the 
capital's most enduringly popular 
gathering places, forging a style that 
his former colleague Stephen White, 
author of the Stein monograph Building 
in the Garden, calls "perhaps the most 
subtle architecture of the 20th century." 
Suffused with the optimism of Indian 
independence, Stein explored Delhi's 
indigenous built heritage of medieval 
and Mughal monuments and set 
out to embody their grace and craft in 
contemporary form. His work was 
guided by a "search for an appropriate 

The India International Centre auditorium 
(left) flatters musicians and lecturers with its 
arresting hexagonal blend of honeycombed 
concrete, rough stone, and vertical teak. 
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modern regionalism," he told White, 
"because regional without modern is 
reactionary, and modern without 
regional is insensitive, inappropriate." 

In the lush neighborhood of Lodhi 

Estate, next to a garden dotted with 
the tombs of 15th-century sultans, 
a series of modern masterworks grad­
ually appeared: two cultural centers, 
the India International Centre (llC) and 
India Habitat Centre, and headquarters 
for the Ford Foundation, World Wildlife 
Fund, and UNICEF. Elsewhere in Delhi, 
Stein designed an arts institute and 

the extraordinary American Embassy 
School, made in part with stone from 
its own rocky site. Committed to build­
ing in harmony with the land, both to 
minimize costs and to knit the building 
into its landscape, he created indoor­

outdoorflow using roughly hewn 
walls, verandas, courtyards, coffered 
ceilings, vertical gardens, and tradi­
tional stone screens called jalis. 

One of Stein's first projects in Delhi 
was the Triveni Kala Sangam (1959), 
founded after independence to revive 
traditional Indian art, music, and dance. 
On a busy road lined with concert 
halls and galleries, Triveni joins a sleek 

To minimize costs and highlight what he 
called "the beauty and natural quality of 
local resources," Stein built with indigenous 
materials whenever he could. 

gallery wing to a taller classroom block, 
its walkways wrapped in concrete jalis 
and draped with p lanters. Out back, 
greenery softens the acoustics, benches 
of grass and concrete slope to an 

outdoor stage, and the cafe is cooled 
by a vined pergola. 

Stein's keynote building in Lodhi 
Estate, and arguably his greatest work, 
is the llC, built with support from the 
Rockefeller Foundation in 1962. Local 
elements modify the modern through­
out: The exposed concrete frame 
is fi lled with aggregate, a first in Delhi; 

semicircular vaults trace the roofline, 
recall ing traditional Indian arches; and 
sheaths of jalis, some trimmed with 
turquoise tiles like those on the nearby 
tombs, keep guest rooms comfortable. 
The rock garden, a romantic lair 
for evening receptions, is rimmed with 
native foliage, and the hotel wing is 
curved to avoid confronting the garden 
with a rectangle. The hexagonal 
auditorium is quietly spectacular, its 
stone walls and teak entryway setting 
off a honeycombed dome. 

So devoted was Stein to the llC and 
its plantings that he returned every 
week throughout his career to check M> 

Thirty years later, at the India Habitat Centre 
(right), Stein shaded courtyards with adjust­
able webs of louvers, making these acre­
wide spaces surprisingly cool and intimate. 
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on their condition. Next door, for the 
Ford Foundation office ( 1968), Stein 
worked much t he same textural brew 
into rectilinear forms. 

Bewitched by the massive mountains, 
Stein spent much of the 1970s and 
'80s on ambitious Himalayan planning 
schemes that he hoped would bring 
sustainable tourism to Kashmir and 
Bhutan. His idealism inevitably led to 
disappointments. When Stein and 
a prominent Indian architect picnicked 

with their families-in the shadow of 
a different historic landmark- the 

two men sometimes drove their kids 
crazy with companionable grousing 
about the state of the modern world. 

Modest by nature, Stein did not seek 
out projects; every one of his llndian 
works was commissioned. He received 
t he Pad ma Shri civi lian honor from 
the Indian government in 1992 and 
died in 2001 while visiting family 
in the United States. Stein was forever 
enamored of his adopted homeland. 
On a grand scale, Joseph Allen Stein 
is little remembered, but his sensitive 
modernist gifts to Delhi have quickly 
taken their place in the epic sweep of 
Ind ian h istory. •~ 

At the Ford Foundation headquarters 
(bottom left}, hanging gardens soften 
rectilinear lines, and turquoise tiles allude 
to the tombs in the distance. Inside, Stein 

118 Nove1Dber2oos 

used the confines of an office setting to play 
with texture (bottom right). The American 
Embassy School (top} was the first major 
Delhi building to occupy an unleveled site. 
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10 things you 
should know about 
Joseph Allen Stein 

At work in San Francisco in the late 1940s 
(top right), Stein built a small hous·e for 
his family in nearby Mill Valley (mid'dle). One 
of his first Indian projects was a housing 

120 Nove1nber2oos 

' .. . ) , 

1. Stein's talented wife, Margaret, 
furnished the interiors in several of 
his buildings. 

2. As an undergraduate, Stein won 
a Whitney Warren Scholarship for sum­
mer study at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts 
de Fontainebleau, narrowly besting 
Eero Saarinen in the competition. 

3 . In 1947, Stein and landscape 
architect Robert Royston built small 
houses next door to each other 
in Mill Valley, California. Stein simply 
reversed his own plan for Royston, 
who in turn designed both gardens. 

4. Stein, Funk, Eckbo, and Royston 
planned a postwar cooperative hous­
ing community called Ladera near 
Palo Alto, California. The project d ied 
as the financiers balked at the commu­
nity being racially integrated. 

5. He found it thrilling to be in India 
after independence, when Jawaharlal 
Nehru was prime minister. Stein found 
it akin to "coming to the United States 
when Thomas Jefferson was alive." 

community for steel workers in West Bengal 
(top left). For the 1964 Escorts scooter factory 
(bottom), he designed a roof shell system 
that moderated heat, light, and noise. 8 

6. Stein loved classical music and 
turned to Mozart's opera Don 
Giovann; or a late Beethoven string 
quartet when absorbed in a particu­
larly mighty design problem. 

7. One project of which he was 
proudest was an Indian motor-scooter 
factory. Construction was so affordable 
that some visiting engineers playfully 
accused him of cooking the books. 

8. Stein had a sly sense of humor and 
was fond of quipping, "The possibilities 
are tremendous. The probabilities 
are terrible." 

9. In a 1989 lecture, Stein called the 
International Style "flawed ... without 
the depth of traditional forms 
and without their endearing charms. 
And what was worse, it was boring." 

10. Stein adored his time in India, and 
though his wife and sons learned Hindi, 
he never fully adopted the culture. 
"His relig1ion, his profession, his nation­
ality," his son David explains, "were 
all architecture." I ll 
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Nature's 
Graces 
With the lightness and 
imagination of origami and 

I 

the mathematical exactitude 
of digital design, this open-air 
chapel invites all creatures 
into its folds. 

Story by Sarah Rich 

122 November 2008 

When asked about religion, Frank 
Lloyd Wright once said, "I believe 

in God, but I spell it N-A-T-U-R-E." 

Of course, he was in good company 
among generat ions of believers in 

the d ivinity of w ild erness, whatever 

their faiths. That common connec­
t ion was top of mind when architect 

Murray Legge set out to design a 
nondenominat ional interfaith chapel 

on a Cub Scout campground o ut­
side Austin, Texas. Working with his 

students at the University of Texas at 

Austin, Legge created a structure that 
speaks d irectly to Wright's spiritual 

point of view. 
Tucked into a forest clearing on 

the edge of a w ide, lazy river, the cha­

pel is really no more than a geometric 
latticework gently enclosing a portion 

of the open space. According to Legge, 
a design and project architect with 

the firm LZT Architects, the structure 

took inspiration from o ne of Wright's 

b rightest pupils, Fay Jones, whose 

Thorncrown Chapel in Arkansas-
a gracefu l inversion of European 

Gothic cathedrals- turned the tradi­
t ional house of worship inside out. 

When you stand in the chapel, the 
rough-hewn ced ar structure feels 

natural enough to have grown there 

among the trees, but Legge empha­
sizes that despite its o rganic appear­

ance, the building owes its existence 

to the technological precision of 

computer-aided drafting. "I l ike to 
think of it as Calat rava meets Daniel 
Boone," he says. During a classroom 

exercise in Google SketchUp, Legge 

formulated a set of rules that yielded 

a mathematically exact structure, 

then programmed the identically 
measured components to rotate i.-· 

Though it looks as if it could be folded up 
and carried off like a lawn chair, the jointed 
cedar stands f irmly in place thanks to ten­
sion and two strong cables. 
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The soft exterior of the rough-hewn cedar 
(top) peels away from the planks in places, 
hanging free like Spanish moss. 

124 November 2008 

incrementally, creating the curvature 
of the chapel's eight sides. The digital 

fi le was like "a set of instructions for 

putting puzzle pieces together," says 
Legge. Al l they needed to do was cut 

the pieces and find a puzzlemaster. 

Choosing cedar for the building 

material made sense purely on aes­

thetic grounds, given the added bonus 

of its rich color and intense fragrance, 

but the decision was largely based on 
convenience and the responsible use 

of local resources. "Cedar is a weed 

here," Legge explains, adding t hat the 

regional terrain was mostly grasslands 

before the invasive species took over. 

A sawmill just down the road from the 
Cub Scout camp, which was orig inally 

a cedar-chip mill, turned out to be 

a perfect source for dimensional 

lumber. Legge opted to use standard 

cut pieces, most of them thick and 
rusticated, with f iner-sawn pieces for 

the upper reaches. 
To hold the 184 wooden planks 

together, 138 steel plates were CNC­

cut by a local fabricator using Legge's 

Visitors to the chapel have compared it 
to a Japanese warrior helmet and the early 
construction phases of a wooden ship. 
Legge (bottom) says he finds new ways 

CAD file to meet exact specifications. 
A contractor was hired to assemble 

the structure, assuming that in spite 
of the many pieces, their limited varia­

tion would make the process fairly 

simple. But slight irregularities in the 

wood and the subtle changes in the 

angle of each joint made the task more 

challenging than it originally seemed. 

The building process took two 

months_ Legge made the one-hour 
drive from Austin every weekend 

to check on its progress, sometimes 

finding t hat segments had been bolted 

inaccurately t hen mended as well as 
possible without sacrificing the custom 

joints. " II would come out here and 

see some pieces put together wrongly 

and the contractor would joke with 

me, saying, 'Oh, it just needs a little 
tweak,"' Legge recounts, nodding in 

the direction of a pi le of tools under a 

tree. "You see that sledgehammer over 

there? We call that the 'The Tweaker."' 

The fi nished p roduct, however, 

reveals little in the way of production 

hiccups. The 23 jointed frames are 
held together on each side by nothing 

but a horizontal cable. Though the 

structure is stable, it appears almost 

skeletally delicate, the upper slats shift­

ing like t he tops of the trees w hen a 
breeze sweeps through. "That freedom 

of movement goes against everything 

in architecture," Legge says with a hint 
of excitement. 

In t he context of a Cub Scout camp, 

Legge views the bare-bones design 

as an educational opportunity. "You 
can really see how it's built. Kids here 

can get inspired about architecture." 
The orientation of the structure also 

provides an education on seasonal 

rhythms and light, framing the sunset 
directly on the summer solstice, and 

fi ltering its light at increasingly long 
angles tlirough the year. 

Unoccupied or in service, the chapel 

possesses an uncommon peaceful­

ness. The west-facing pews invite quiet 

contemplation and provide a listening 
post for erratic symphonies of birds. 

No matter what events take place 

here in the years to come, the small 
cedar chapel wil l create a frame, 

not so much to contain what's inside 
it, but to magnify what surrounds it. Ill 

of looking at t he structure each time he 
visits it. "When the sun goes down in 
summer," he says, "the light through the 
wood sets the whole thing on fire." 0 
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The Basic Design Elements of a Tent 

the Pole Structme 
"This is your i nitial 
architecture, " Scott 
McGuire explains. 
"There mi ght be 
different materials , 
different thicknesses , 
and different shapes 
for the poles , but 
it's always the poles 
that frame the space 
of a tent. " 

rhe rent Floor 
Some tents- such as 
domes for ice 
cl imbers-don't come 
with a f l oor at all . 
Other tents utilize 
a kind of subsidiary 
f loor, called the 
footprint , to help 
keep campers dry, 
waterpr oofing them 
against the elements . 

The Canopv 
A canopy shapes the 
body of a tent ; i t 
can be a single 
or a doubl e layer . 
A double-l ayer t ent 
is effectively a 
tent within a tent: 
It is heavier, but 
it protects against 
condensation and adds 
a layer for warmth. 

rhe Vestibule 
Connected t o a tent ' s 
entryway, the vestibule 
helps make the tent 
aerodynamic even as 
it gives campers an 
intermediary space 
between the inside and 
the outside a small 
r oom perfect for 
storing clunky gear 
and mud-covered boots . 



The iT House brings together raw 
industrial aesthetics with the tactics 
of green design to forge a new 
home in the sunbaked wilds of 
California's east. 

PJ:oject: iT Boaae 

Azchitect: Taalaui ltoch 
Location: ~rtOlftl, califo:mie 

The view fJ:011 the 
southwest shows the iT 
House sitting lightly 
on the land and eipOsed 
to the elnents . Solax 
panels catch the sun• s 
enei-gy; wide u:panaes 
of open dooi-s and 
windows provide ci-oss­
ventilstion; and 
strategic ovexhangs 
shade -ia:inrt the 
desert ' • endless heat. 

If you were planning to build yourself a house 
in the high desert east of Los Angeles, where 
temperatures climb higher than 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit each summer and drop to nearly 
32 degrees during the night in winter, what kind 
of habitat would you choose? A solid enclosure 
with thick walls and small windows pro­
viding respite from the extreme conditions-
or a completely exposed glass box without 
air-conditioning? 

Linda Taa1man and Alan Koch, ofTaalman Koch 
Architects, chose the latter. Earlier this year, the 
couple completed work on their glass "iT House," 
a lovely, minimal home that tests the limits 
of living lightly on the land in the desert near 
Joshua Tree National Park. 

Taalman and Koch are Los Angeles- based 
design partners who earned their stripes with 
a refined, unobtrusive design for DIA:Beacon 
in upstate New York.A few years ago, they hatched 
the idea of the iT House. The name, conceived 
with amusing chutzpah, doesn't refer to ... 
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~ "information technology," but rather to "It," as 
iii in hot, as in "It Girl." Their idea was to create a 
~ house from prefabricated structural components 
;::, and include glass walls on which artists would 
0 . 
~ later apply surface graphics. 

i 

Having already built such a home for a client 
in Orange County, they were eager to construct 
their own. They looked for a site in L.A., but it was 
too expensive, says Taalman. "We'd been going 
out to Joshua Tree for a long time, and there was 
something about that place that kept drawing us 
back." So they bought five acres above quirky 
Pioneertown, a onetime set for Westerns that has 
become a tiny community in its own right. They 
found themselves working on a house that would 
be a backdrop not just for an artist's application, 
but for a stunning, elemental desertscape. The 
rolling terrain is dotted with large, time-smoothed 
rocks and arid desert scrub in subtle shades of 
green, yellow, and gray; there are piiion pines, the 
occasional Joshua tree, and jumping cholla cacti 
with clusters of threatening needles. 

Taalman and Koch started building their house 
in the middle of 2006, just before their daughter, 
Oleana, was born. The construction was a labor 
of love, a sort of 21st-century barn raising during 
which they and their friends came out on 
weekends to work together. The result was an 
1,100-square-foot house that cost approximately 
$265,000 to build (excluding the cost of land). They 
assembled the Bosch aluminum framing system 
and roofed it in perforated steel decking, creating 
a bedroom wing and a living wing organized 
around two courtyards. They then installed radiant 
heating in the floors, and built the cabinets out 
of Formica or plastic-laminated plywood. These 
double as solid walls- in fact, they are some 
of the few vertical planes in the house that are 
not made from glass. 

The basic th inking, Taalman says, was to "take 
advantage of industries outside of the traditional 
domestic building environment. The iT House is a 
collection of off-the-shelf manufacturing systems 
that we've combined- like the Bosch framing 

All kitchen appliances, 
cupboards, and counters 
have been united in a 
single, self-contained 
island ( below le~) , 

designed in collabora­
tion with Bulthaup. 
The architects wanted 
unfussy space and they 
rejected easy-access 
overhanging cabinets . 
"There ' s an emphasis 
on convenience in the 
world which is all 
about numbing things , • 
says Alan Koch . The 
simplicity of the 
furnishings and the 
bare , sealed concrete 
floor (below right) 
allows the desert views 
to bathe the room. 
A suspended fireplace 
by Fire Orb provides 
a shared hearth for 
friends and family to 
gather around . 

usually used in robotics and the Epic roof construc­
tion system used in airports and malls." 

But the goal was emphatically not to create a 
prefab product as an end in itself. Taalman refutes 
the notion that "architecture, with a snap of the 
fingers, can follow the automobile industry." She 
argues, instead, that the "fantasy of prefab today, 
where the building gets driven out of the factory 
and plopped down" onsite, is simply not realistic 
in view of the costs and inefficiencies of trans· 
porting such a large object. "We are not looking 
to crack the nut of making a cheap, affordable, 
mass-produced home product," she says. "We're 
looking to make buildings that have merit 
but that don't rely on a single contractor and that 
enable us to take control over the process. We can 
then specify the drawings and get a high-quality 
product rapidly assembled on site." 

Having built the light industrial shell, they 
then applied another layer to the house, with 
an entirely different aesthetic: that of the hand­
crafted and the custom-made. Their artist ... 
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The living space and 
bedrooms are separated 
by two smal l court 
yards . Linda Taalman 
(le~) reclines in a 
small, inflatable wad­
ing pool in the home's 
"firecourt , " facing 
south toward the 
desert . Taalman (right) 
sits with their 
daughter , Oleana, in 
the living room on a 
metal lounge designed 
by Kenneth Cobonpue . 
Glass walls emphasize 
views and greatly 
expand the sense of 
space in the 1,100-
square-foot house . 
Through the glass 
wall behind her is 
the fire court and 
behind that the master 
bedroom . 
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Alan Koch stands with 
Oleana in the no:rth­
side ent:ry court. The 
tree-stump table is 
one of several examples 
of the home' s raw 
and hand-hewn details, 
which offset the cool 
steel structure. On 
the glass is a graphic 
by artists Sarah Morris 
and Liam Gillick. 

friends, Sarah Morris and Liam Gillick, designed 
a plaid-like grid for the walls, and designer 
Elody Blanchard created floor-to-ceiling curtains 
for the bedroom and bathroom. The curtains 
in the bedroom are made of thick felt, and in the 
bathroom Blanchard used a cotton blend-in 
each case, with a mesmerizing pattern of thread­
lines and grommets. 

The iT House builds on ideas explored over 
the last century: the all-glass house and the house 
made from industrial components. The desert 
modernist Albert Frey, as well as L.A.'s Case Study 
House architects, traded solid walls for glass­
and, of course, Philip Johnson put himself on 
the map with his all-glass house in New Canaan, 
Connecticut.Architects like Pierre Koenig and 
Craig Ellwood built with standardized metal com­
ponents, and this remains a common approach 
in Europe, first popularized in the 1970s when the 
Pompidou Center, by Richard Rogers and Renzo 
Piano, made a virtue out of industrial aesthetics. 
However, the iT House is among the few that 

so harmoniously blend high-tech and handmade, 
harnessing the surrounding landscape.A day spent 
insideTaalman's and Koch's house is a day spent 
marveling at the strange, panoramic beauty of the 
desert and at t he subtlety of colors, both inside 
and out.As sunlight passes through the angled 
phases of the day, it transforms the concrete floor 
and spare furnishings into a desert-modem version 
of a Dutch interior painting. 

The other goal of the house was to embrace, not 
hide from, the elements. Philip Johnson's glass 
walls, points out Koch, were hermetically sealed. 
Theirs are not just openable, they are designed 
to function "like a sailboat. You've got to work the 
house to make it respond. In the summer, which 
is very extreme, you close all the east-facing doors 
in the morning and you open up the west- and 
then you flip it in the afternoon." Koch grew up 
spending summers with his architect grandfather 
in Ventura County, sleeping outside with his family 
on cots in a "hobo camp" that his grandfather 
designed. "I didn't realize how much being ou t .,. 
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~ in a space like that was important to me until we 
<ii built this house." 
~ To make such naked shelter possible they 
;:, employed passive heating and cooling strategies­
o 
g the windows and sliding doors are made of Solar 

i 

Ban 60 glass, coated with a low-e coating for 
long-wave radiation-and the roof is configured 
so that it blocks the summer sun. In winter, when 
the sun is lower and temperatures drop, sunlight 
can penetrate through the windows. Solar power 
generates hot water and electricity. Despite these 
efforts, however, the couple admits that the house 
gets very hot in summer and very cold in winter. 

But exposure is what they like about it. "It can 
be really windy sometimes and I wonder if it's 
going to blow away," says Taalrnan. "But I'm leery 
of spaces that are over-controlled. I like to know 
if it's day or night- and when it's hot, it's totally 
different than when it's cold.And when it snows 
it's magical. You can see the moon rise and you 
can wake up with the sun. We don't use any clocks 
out here." II 

A view out from the 
entrance lobby (below 
le~) shows Koch 
leav-ing the house . He 
made the stairs ' steel 
risers himself, with 
the help of his cousin, 
Chris Wilson. Taalman 
(right) bathes Oleana, 
with doors opened wide 
onto the courtyard. 
The bath and basin are 
by Duxavit, the orange 
wall by Three Form . 
The iT House (below) is 
an exploration of the 
couple's architectural 
ideas, built with the 
help of friends over 
many weekends away from 
Los Angeles . Tt brings 
the precise and the 
cool together with the 
wild and untamed . 0 
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On the edge of a tiny island 
accessible only by boat, 
th is buoyant summer home 
lives the life aquatic. 

Project: Worple Residence 
Axchit ect: MOS Al:chitects 
Location: Lake Huron, Ontario, Canada 

The Floating House 
rests in a cove on 
the Worple's horseshoe­
shaped private island. 
Clad in raw cedar, it ' s 
a conteioporary riff on 
the traditional boat­
houses throughout the 
area-but si1111lified, 
as architect Michael 
Meredith puts it, into 
a "Platonic for..• 

The rugged coast of Georgian Bay isn't an easy 
place for a building to make a mark. Here on the 
northeastern side of Lake Huron, clear water laps 
up on solid shores of pink granite studded with 
wind-bent pine trees. It seems that architecture 
can't add much to this rough, gorgeous landscape. 

That was the dilemma for Becca and Doug 
Worple, a Cincinnati couple who spend summer 
vacations in this region of Ontario. "This place 
is my heaven," says Becca, who has made the trip 
every year of her life. uEvery day is unpredictable 
and magical." Summers are warm and clear, but 
the winds, she points out, can change at any time. 

change came for the couple several years ago, 
when they decided to strike out from the island 
that Becca's family owns and find a getaway for 
themselves and their children, Owen and Emma. 
They grabbed onto a rare opportunity to acquire 
au-shaped, three-acre chunk of rock in Pointe~~ 
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~ au Baril, with two aging cottages and a two-story 
~ boathouse. The island, Becca says, "was a bit scary. 
~ It looked like a lot of work. But you could tell that 
;::. somebody had loved it once." 
0 
~ The Worples were planning to rebuild in the 

l 

typical style of the area, where some families 
have been spending extended summers for many 
generations. But they soon realized that they had 
a major project on their hands, and they'd have 
to get creative. "Generally, you give the contractor 
your paper illustration of what you want and 
he makes it happen," Becca says. "But this boat­
house wasn't even safe to walk through. I knew 
I couldn't do a little paper drawing of that." 

Good fortune connected Becca with the 
architects who would provide the answers. Trying 
to search online for an architect recommended 
by a friend, she found Michael Meredith of MOS, 
a young interdisciplinary practice then based in 
Toronto. "It was a sort of wrong number," Meredith 

recalls with a laugh. "She was calling for a 
Martin Miller or something, with a name similar 
to mine." But Meredith and his partner Hilary 
Sample were intrigued by the project. "So I said, 
'Come up!"' Becca recalls. "I showed him what 
island living is like." Living in this area is about 
low-key enjoyment of the landscape and deep 
social ties-the Worple kids are friends with the 
children of Becca's childhood pals. 

Meredith and Sample, both young teacher­
architects, quickly accepted the challenges of the 
job: a rocky island that's a 20-minute boat ride 
from the mainland, a climate where temperatures 
range from below zero to 100 degrees Fahrenheit, 
and a site that endures powerful westerly winds 
in the wintertime. "It's amazing how extreme 
nature is up there," Meredith says. 

They proposed a series of buildings that would 
form a "necklace" around the island- a main 
cottage and a series of outbuildings that could 

Emma Worple dries off 
from a swim at the 
sleeping cabin ( left: ) ; 
the door slides shut to 
shield the cabin from 
harsh winter winds. The 
cabin (right) perches 
on a rocky rise neaz 
the Floating House ; 
Mezedith imagines these 
two as the start of 
a string of buildings 
that will wzap around 
the island. 

0 

accommodate the many overnight guests that go ~ 
with summers in the area. For the first building, C 

a two-bedroom sleeping cottage completed in 2005, ~ 
VI 

they chose materials and shapes that wouldn't 
stand out. "They're really simple, almost Platonic 
forms," Meredith says. The modest cabin has 
a gabled rnof and a cladding of untreated cedar, 
a material that shows up on docks and homes 
along Georgian Bay. "Allowing the buildings to 
weather seems the right thing to do," Sample says. 
And it's ready for winter; Sliding barn doors seal 
the place up as an impenetrable box. 

Inside, the walls, floor, and ceilings are wrapped 
with warm-hued Douglas fir, and a fireplace is 
made out of local stone. The architects and some 
of their students from the University of Toronto 
handmade the bathroom fixtures: a massive 
bathtub and a broad, shallow sink, both sculpted 
beautifully from iroko wood. The relatively sim­
ple construction incorporates clever sustainable II>· 
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Insi de, the sleeping 
cabin is almost 
entirely clad in so~ 
Douglas fir. A central 
fireplace built of 
local granite (left) 
marks the midpoint 
between two bedrooms 
and a bathroom (right, 
bel ow) . Meredith and 
Sample designed custom 
cenmic tile fo• the 
backsplash, and the 
sink and bathtub were 
built of iroko by 
their students at the 
Universi ty of Toronto . 
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"" "' ~ design: A two-level wood roof structure keeps 
:ii the sun's heat away from the interior, and small 
~ windows at either end facilitate powerful 
;::, cross-ventilation. It's natural air-conditioning, 
0 
~ and it works beautifully. 
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Meredith and Sample- who now teach at 
Harvard and Yale, respectively- clearly poured 
themselves into the project. Along the way they 
provided an education for Doug, founder and 
creative director of an ad agency, and Becca, 
a photographer. Meredith "totally changed our 
way of thinking," says Becca. "I started learning 
more about architecture and why it is what 
it is today. I wanted something traditional, but 
with building materials what they are, you can 
approach it in a totally different way. If you have 
that opportunity, why not go for it?" 

Their next step was to do something wilder: 
to build a house not just on the water but actually 
in the water. Thanks to the old boathouse's foot-

print, the Worples had the right to build a decent­
size structure within the island's cove. Meredith 
and Sample designed a waterborne two-story 
building supported by massive pontoons. That 
solved some of the problems of building in such 
a remote location: The pontoons and a skeletal 
frame were floated to the contractor's workshop 
a few miles away for further framing while the 
lake was frozen and then tugged back to the site 
for the remainder of construction. "It was almost 
prefabrication, but not quite," Meredith says. 

The finished building is the family's summer 
headquarters, despite its modest 1,250 square feet 
of indoor space. Downstairs are a boat slip, storage, 
and sauna; upstairs there are two bedrooms 
(the kids have bunk beds), an office, and a galley 
area, with dramatic views from parallel windows. 
As Sample explains, the boathouse is the nucleus 
of the whole island. It's connected to the island 
from the second floor by a bridge that reaches 11,,. 
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A Bridge 
B Living Room 
C Pantry 
D Kitchen 
E Office 
F Bathroom 
G Bedroom 
H Sauna 
I Washroom 
J Dock 

A footbridge connects 
the Fl oating House 
to the island (le~) ; 

Becca ( center) was 
uneasy about a network 
of slats over the 
windows (visible in the 
living room, right) , 
but she came to love 
the mediated views they 
provide . Emma and a 
friend (below left) 
enjoy an open view of 
the island from the 
living room, with the 
1930s original cottage 
in the background . 
The windows overlooking 
the water (below right) 
l et the Worples feel 
as though they ' re 
playing in the water 
even when they are 
warm and dry inside . 
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~ toward the nearby sleeping cabin and at water 
;ii level by a dock that connects to the other side 
~ of the cove. An outdoor stair is open to the sky 
~ above and the water below. 
0 
~ "The ability for the boathouse to float," Sample 

! 

says, "is also a response to the climatic reality that 
the water is always fluctuating and changing." 
Indeed, the levels of the Great Lakes rise and fall 
rapidly, more dramatically in recent years thanks 
to climate change and other human interference. 
Though such changes can be harsh on waterfront 
buildings, the Worples' place is secure. And, Becca 
says, fantastic: "I like the gentle rocking of it, 
and I love being right on the water," she says. 
"I woke up one morning and there were a bunch 
of kayakers right out the window. It's like you're 
on a boat." 

The whole building is clad in the same raw 
cedar as the cabin, and a network of slats wraps 
some of the windows and the outdoor staircase. 

"At first I thought it was a terrible idea," Becca 
admits. "Why would you block an amazing view? 
But there are reasons-to force a view or to create 
an illusion." In fact, Sample says the designers 
made a conscious effort to provide a variety 
of visual experiences. "You don't want to see it 
the same way all the time," she says. "From the 
sleeping cottage, we framed a tree so you didn't 
have the same panorama you saw elsewhere." 
In that respect they took some cues from Becca's 
many photographs of her family at play and 
the landscape. "It gave us an idea of what they 
see," Sample says, "and we tried to incorporate 
that into the design." 

It clearly worked. While the Worples' cottage 
is unusual in the area, nowadays Becca doesn't see 
it as radical at all. "In the end I like how under­
stated it is," she says. "Everything up here is about 
blending in with the environment, and that's 
exactly what this place does." 1111 

Upstairs in the Float­
ing House , building 
codes didn ' t allow a 
full kitchen, but 
a galley kitchenette 
(right) continues the 
compound's simple 
palette of white and 
Douglas fir . "I love 
how understated it is , • 
Worple says . 

All of the Worples ' 
guests arri ve by boat ..,..... 
to the lower level of 
the Floating House. 
outdoor corridors allow 
them to walk through 
the house and across 
the cove without going 
inside ; the stairs 
(right) feature a 
geometri c pattern of 
holes generated by 
a software script that 
allow rain to slip 
through the structure 
to the lake below. ct -··--­.. -·· .. - .. 
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The home's upper floor 
(previous spread) 
features copious 
amounts of untreated 
pine . Five large 
cross-braces keep the 
timber frame rigid . 
The royal blue Ikea 
kitchen, Noguchi 
Cyclone dining table 
for Knoll , and Karim 
Rashid Oh chairs for 
umbra all made the 
trip over from the 
mainland in a twenty· 
foot -long shipping 
container . Above the 
wall-mounted credenza, 
a colorful painting 
of the Puna moonrise 
is by local artist 
Arthur Johnsen . 

The living area (left) , 
with its pair of 
sleeper sofas and Ikea 
coffee table, doubles 
as the guest bedroom 
when not being enjoyed 
by Kurokawa . It is 
framed by floor-to­
ceili ng screen walls. 
Details of the home's 
construction, such 
as the simpl e cuff 
that attaches post to 
beam, are purposefully 
left exposed. The 
spiral stairs (below 
right) were fabri ­
cated in the Bay Area 
and shipped in the 
same container as the 
furniture . 

0 
:E 
m 
r-
e 
z 
C) 
VI 



~ = 
to their family made visits less frequent than they 
would have liked. With a love for the spirit of the 
place and a burgeoning local network of friends, 
the pair decided to make Puna a more permanent 
part of their lives.An extended stay in one of 
Kalani's modest A-frame screen houses provided 
the inspiration for a Hawaiian home of their own, 
and Fishman and Kurokawa were soon looking 
at prospective sites. 

"There was a crummy little 'For Sale' sign on 
this overgrown lot with huge trees," Kurokawa 
recounts of their first visit to the Puna Beach 
Palisades subdivision. "The agent said, 'You prob­
ably don't want that; it's in the hipuha,' but we 
just fell in love with it because of the stupendous 
trees." Most of the area's vegetation had been 
wiped clean by lava flows from Kilauea in the 
1950s, resulting in a lunar landscape of chunky 
black lava, but natural pockets untouched by 
the flow- dense islands of flora and fauna called 
hipuhas-commonly occur. 

Although their plan was to order a bamboo-kit 
house or have a contractor build a simple "kitschy 
island hut" at a nearby construction site, they 
spotted a sign for an architect- coincidentally 
with San Francisco's 415 telephone area code­
and decided to call when they got back to the 
mainland. On the other end of the line they found 
Craig Steely, an architect who had recently com­
pleted a home for a client across the street from 
the kipuka site. He was in the midst of building 
his own house there, and he had designed a third 
house in the same subdivision for another set 
of clients from Chicago. With the Lavaflow houses 
(11 2, and 3, respectively), Steely was executing 
something of a miniature Hawaiian Case Study 
program- discovering not only how to navigate 
the execution of a modern home in remote Puna 
but also how to design for the extremes of the 
region's climate-and Kurokawa and Fishman 
were soon onboard for Lavaflow 4. "We realized 

~ that it would be more expensive to work with 
~ an architect, but we also realized that we wanted 
g' something tailored for this spot," recalls Fishman. 
~ "We wanted to see what an architect's vision of 
iiil a plywood screen house would be.".-.. 
"' .. 

Korukawa and Fishman's 
son Danny Fishman-Engel 
enjoys ti~e away fxom 
the city- studying magic 
tricks for hours in 
his bedrooM. Sliding 
sl atted doors separate 
the symmetrical 
downstairs spaces . 
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~ Steely executed a series of plans that took 
;§ advantage of the topography and flora of the 
~ kipuka, but they proved to be out of Fishman and .., 
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Kurokawa's price range. Ultimately, the architect 
found inspiration and liberation in paring down 
the home's design. "In a way, the more you have, 
the more liability you have, and the more difficult 
it is to really experience Hawaii," he says. "Part 
of the learning curve of working there is finding 
out what you don't need. It's reducing materials, 
reducing expectations, and being pleased at what 
that brings out. It's like glorified camping." 

Kurokawa and Fishman, for their part, were 
willing to follow the architect's vision, even when 
locals thought building a house with an entire 
wall of screen was risky.As Kurokawa remembers, 
"The neighbors would come by and say, 'The first 
time you get a Kona storm it's going to flood this 
place.' But the trees save us." By siting the house 
in the sheltering eaves of two huge monkeypod 
trees, Steely was able to utilize floor-to-ceiling 
screens rather than windows throughout the 
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living area-a move that not only scratched 
thousands from the budget but transformed the 
very notion of shelter. "Rather than compro­
mising the design to build a house that responds 
to every weather permutation 100 percent of 
the time, Lava flow 4 responds to the prevalent 
weather patterns," Steely explains. "This idea 
became a theme throughout the design-design­
ing the building for the everyday experience, 
not some hypothetical use." 

Though houses more often than not serve to 
create a barrier between their inhabitants and 
the natural world (both its perils and pleasures), 
Lavaflow 4 encourages interaction and apprecia­
tion. Whether tracking the birdcalls as they trans­
form throughout the day, listening to the rain 
beat down (and fill up the home's 10,000-gallon 
tank), feeling the breeze, or taking in the changing 
colors of the jungle, nature is omnipresent here. 
For Kurokawa and Fishman it's the perfect 
counterpoint to the bustle of city life. Kurokawa 
says, "I live here, but I work in San Francisco." 1111 
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"Lavaflow 3 and 4 were 
attempts at taki ng 
what I learned from 
the first two houses 
and simplifying it 
to something that a 
local contractor could 
understand and build ," 
says Steely. "Ther e ' s 
very little that ' s 
custom; it's just a 
reconfiguration of how 
every house i s built 
around here.• Corru­
gated siding usually 
used for roofing is 
used for the ext erior 
walls (right), and 
ipe decking extends 
from the actual deck 
(below) t o the home's 
interior . 6 
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Edward Burtynsky photographs landscapes 
irrevocably altered by industry- vast wastelands 
of discarded objects, sites bereft and battered 
by progress-capturing their unsettling beauty 
and overwhelming scale. For his Quarries series, 
Burtynsky turns his attention to the negative 
architecture of dimensional quarries. 

For many, these images serve as gaping test a­
ments to the magnitude of our environmental 
impact on the earth, but they also reveal a sympa­
thy between man and nature, a visual dialogue 
between imposed and naturally occuring 
strata. "There are many things the rock face can 
tell us about ourselves," says Burtynsky. "[It is 
imprinted with] our methodologies, our desires, 
our needs. It's an interesting metaphor for 
how technology seems larger than life, larger 
than our own lives." 

In this way, Burtynsky relays a vast system 
of actions and reactions- of human imprint, both 
positive and negative- through a keen and 
focused lens. 

"Iberia Quarries #3" 

Cochicho Co. 
Pardais, Portugal , 2006 

(left) 

"Carrara Marble Quan:ies 
#11" 
Carrara, Italy, 1993 
(below) 

"Rock of Ages #14" 
Active Section 
E. L. Smith Quarry 
Barre, Vermont, 1991 
(p.158) 

"Rock of Ages #7" 
Active Granite Section 
Wells-Lamson Quarry 
Barre, Vermont, 1991 
(p.159) 
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Helmut Jahn's dynamic 
new supportive-housing 
facility brings green 
design and a new 
outlook on life to the 
Windy City. 

Helmut Jahn's new building (top) is also 
known as "the train" because its sleek, aero­
dynamic styling makes it look like a railcar 
passing through the neighborhood. 

Dwell 

Dorothy Barry says that she moved 

in to the Margot and Haro ld Schiff 

Residences o n a "blue-sky, ain't­
nowhere-I'd-rather-be-than-Chicago" 

kind of day back in the summer 
of 2007. She says you can't do much 

better than this sleek, new Helmut 

Jahn-designed building o n the north 
side of the city: She gets a mill ionaire's 

view of the skyline and is just a short 

ride from downtown and the beaches 

of Lake Michigan. 

At Division Street and Clybourn 

Avenue, though, she's also w ithin 

b locks of the infamous Cabrini-Green 

p ub lic housing. Those towers are 

mostly torn down, replaced by mixed­
income residential towers and town­
houses-but their shells remind 

Chicagoans to do better when it 
comes to housing the less well-off. 

Neighbors call the one-year-o ld 
stainless-steel Schiff Residences "the 

train," and it does indeed resemble 

a polished rai lroad car cruising 
through the neighborhood. Its walls 

angle out as they rise up five stories, 
curving back over to form a roof be­

fore sl id ing down the other side. In 

a practical city ra ised on rai lroads this 
residential rai lcar is romantic. Strips 
of dark w indows punctuate the walls, 
staggered to evoke forward momen-

Resident Dorothy Barry (bottom), a former 
public school teacher, gazes out t he ground­
floor windows at a city where she was once 
temporarily without a home. 

tum. In the ground-floor lobby, sun­

light pours through great panes of 

floor-to-ceiling glass. Prada or Barneys 
could set up shop on the ground 

floor and no one would be t he wiser. 

But the Schiff Residences are per­
manent supportive-housing, with 

onsite case managers and other volun­
tary services. All of the 96 unit s are 

single-occupancy stud io apartments. 

Residents here have st ruggled with 

p hysical and mental illness, substance 

abuse, and limited educat ion. At the 

Schiff, you can stay as long as you 

follow the rules. It opened in March 

2007, and already 300 people have 

expressed interest in moving in. 
Resident Dorothy Barry, 58, sports 

golden hoop earrings, and her short 

black hair is pulled back. I ask her if 
she has any child ren and she answers, 

"Not yet." Barry is soft-spoken and slow 
to smile. She relays that she recently 

separated from her husband. They 

had a multiroom house on the south 
side; she never thought she'd end 

up in supportive housing. 

Units here average 300 square feet­
enough room for a bed, a desk, a coffee 

table, and not much more. Yet this 
new b uild ing does provide her with 
joy. "This is Chicago," she says. "Most 
of us like modern architecture."~-
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CONCEPTS 

Barry graduated from Chicago's 
Roosevelt University and taught in 

the public schools. A few years ago 

she developed a condition. "My teeth 

started popping out," she says. "My 
husband put me out of the house. 

I used to walk around in front of it but 

he wouldn't have me back. It's nice 

here, but I don't want to stay here 

forever. I want more room." 

Before Barry moved in to the Schiff, 
her sister took her on a tour of other 

Helmut Jahn-designed buildings in 

Chicago. "I'd like to tell him how much 
I like his buildings and how seeing the 

sunlight in my room does b righten my 

day." What she won't tell him is that it 

also gets too hot in the summer, so the 

windows should slide all the way open, 

rather than swinging out at the bottom. 

" I have to live in air-conditioning and 

pull my shades down, so w hat good 
are the windows?" She has yet to meet 

Jahn, but she does see his name on 

a plaque in the lobby. "Everything is 
changing all around us," Barry says. 

"There's so much new building going 
on and everything is different. I like 

being a part of what's new." 

And she is a part of it. Above Barry's 

fifth-floor bedroom, 48 solar panels 

tilt towards the sun. The Chicago f irm 
Solargenix developed these to heat 

A horizon-line of rooftop wind turbines 
(bottom) turns the skies of the Windy City 
into an omnipresent source of electrical 
power. Installed by the Chicago-based 

water for the building. Rainwater is 

used for outdoor landscaping, and the 
Schiff features a graywater-recycling 

system. It collects water from the sinks 

and showers, filters it and hits it with 

UV rays, and reuses that water for the 

toilets. After a year, the system is still 

being tweaked: The management 

is on its third attempt to find suitable 
filtration after the first systems clogged 

easily and were too expensive to main­

tain. Today, the water in t he toilets is 
sometimes gray- but odorless. People 

living there say they don't mind. 

Near the rooftop solar panels, 

sixteen wind turbines, organized into 
eight pairs, span the apex of the slightly 

curved roof. They comprise the world's 

first urban installation of a horizontal, 

battery-free wind turbine system. They 

also look like a coil of barbed wire­

unfortunate, due to the proximity 

to Cabrini-Green. Matthias Schuler, 

a managing director of the climate­
engineering fi rm Transsolar, worked 

on the calculations for where to put 

the turbine system, itself developed 
by Chicago-based Aerotecture 

International. Schuler works on mega­

projects around t he world with Zaha 

Hadid, Frank Gehry, Norman Foster, 

and others, but he says that this little 
project in Chicago is an important 

firm Aerotecture International, the turbines 
give the building both a steady supply of 
power and a distinct appearance, visible 
from several blocks away. 

' 

prototype for determining how much 
energy wind turbines can produce in 

dense urban areas. 

Of course, Helmut Jahn's firm, 

Murphy/Jahn, has designed other and 

larger buildings with minimal energy 
needs, but Jahn and his team put all 

of their previous sustainable ideas 
together in the Schiff. "We learned the 

depth of what we set out to prove: that 

affordable housing need not be of a 

lower standard or lesser q uality," Jahn 

says. "By designing an uplifting space, 

not j ust a shelter, you b reak the idea 
that comfort is connected to wealth." 

On the ground floor of the Schiff, 
the lounge is loaded with natural light, 
right-angled couches, and ottomans. 

The crack of dominoes smacked on 

a lounge table rings out and reverber­

ates off tne exposed concrete and 
glass walls. One of the Schiff's original 

residents, Ernest Gladney, has just 
defeated, three games to two, a fellow 

resident. The other man, tall and dark, 
toothpick in his mouth, gets up to 

leave the lounge. "I normally beat 
Ernest," he mutters, but Gladney just 
smiles and shakes his head. When the 

glass door shuts again he tells me, 
"No one here likes to lose." 

Gladney's scarred nose looks like 

it has been cut by a knife; his watch 
hangs loosely on his wrist and glows 

aqua. He is now 50 years old. He 
grew up in this neighborhood, in 

Cabrini-Green. He remembers that if 

you walked o n the grass they'd write 11" 

Resident Ernest Gladney speaks with a friend 
(top) in the Schiff's lobby area. Site of many 
a domino match, the tastefully decorated 
room help·s to personalize the Schiff. 
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you up and charge five dollars to your 

rent b ill. Gladney's dad was a minister 
at the nearby Eternal King Baptist 

Church. His f ive siblings did wel l, but 

he was a problem child. He explains 
that when Cabrini went downhill in the 

1960s, so d id he. He stands up and 

p lants his right foot firmly on the con­

crete floor. "Do you feel that?" G ladney 
asks. "Do you feel that penitent iary­

ness? This hard floor is good. It re­

minds you that you don't want to go 
there. To the penitentiary." He t hen 

invites me to see his room. 

Waiting for the elevator we meet 

Oliver Thompson, who has lived here 
since it opened and is proud of the 

place. The only things he'd change 

would be to add balconies, because 
he wants to barbecue, and t o improve 

the natural ventilation. He also points 

out that the corrugated-steel siding 
collects all the dirt from the const ruc­

tion sites in the neighborhood. Neither 

he nor Gladney likes the landscaping: 
In modernist style, it's spare. Gravel 

paths alternate with 18-inch-high prai­
rie grasses. "Who wants weeds?" they 

ask. We take the elevator up to the 

second floor, where we walk past verti­

cal tubes of lighting embedded in the 

walls behind frosted glass. At t he ends 
of the hallways, windows provide even 

more natural light as well as stunning 
views of the city. 

In his unit Gladney uses houseplants 
to d ivide the entrance from where he 

sits. One wal l is maroon- each room is 

The building's stark but well-windowed 
exterior (top left) is clad with ridged sheets 
of stainless steel. Dorothy Barry steps 
outside for a breath of fresh air. 

164 November 2008 

colored according to a four-color pal­

ette- and Gladney has hung paintings 

of aqua-blue seascapes and a pastel­

colored artwork of ballerina's shoes. 
Above a leopard-skin throw on the 

sofa, the window opens onto Clybourn 
Avenue. Cars whiz by. The noise 

doesn't bother him. "I used to sleep 

under the El tracks," he says. I ask him 

where he slept when he was homeless. 

He smiles: "Abando-miniums!" 

Back in 2003, as Chicago was 

demolishing the Cabrini-Green towers, 

Mayor Richard M. Daley introduced a 
supportive-housing initiative, part of 

a ten-year "Plan to End Homelessness." 
The city sought to "facilitate the devel­

opment of affordable, permanent 

housing with on-site social services," 
issuing an RFP for the Clybourn site 

near Cabrini. Lakefront Supportive 
Housing, as it was then known, 

responded and won the competitive 

application process. The City of 
Chicago sold the land for one dollar. 

It's a visible-and very valuable-site 

near neighborhoods of wealth and 

power, so why not work with a high­
profi le architect? If al l went wel l 

they'd get a good building and lots 

of press. One of Lakefront's longtime 
board members, Harold Schiff, had 

Ernest Gladney (bottom) reads alone at 
a worktable in his bedroom. Tall houseplants 
give Gladney a shade of privacy against 
the passing cars on Clybourn Avenue. 

worked with Jahn before, so Schiff 

recommended him for the job. But in 

Chicago, there is always one guy to 

have on your team- and that's Mayor 

Daley. Daley met with Jahn and agreed 

that he was the right man for the job. 

The Schiff cost approximately 
$18 million. The president of Mercy 

Housing, Cindy Holler, est imates that it 

cost about 20 percent more than com­
parable b uildings. But, she says, "peo­

p le who tour it ask questions about 

community development, homeless­
ness, supportive housing, and green 

design- and people ask for tours every 

day. They walk away w ith new insights. 
It was worth the investment." The 
green features added about $1 million 

to the cost. Although they reduce 
operating expenses, it's not yet known 

by how much. They do get press for 

Mercy's work, however, and they also 
please Mayor Daley, who is making 

efforts to green Chicago. 
Ernest Gladney is j ust g lad to have 

a lease and his name on a mailbox. 

But he wants to move out of the 
Schiff eventually to give someone else 

a chance. He wants to buy an aban­

doned house like the ones he used to 

sleep in. He says he would f ix it up. 

A nd though he's lived in modernism 
for a year already, the house he' ll pour 
his sweat into wi ll not look like this. 

He draws a p icture of what he'd like. 

"I ain't no artist- no great architect like 
Helmut Jahn- but this is what I want." 

Then he signs it: Ernest Gladney. Il l 

The spacious corridors of the Schiff Resi­
dences (top right) are clean, well·maintained, 
and warmly colored-a convincing hybrid 
of social housing and home. G 

Dwell 



'. 

~ · E ~h1bH your Epsonality. 
Presenting the new Artisan~ 800 f rom Epson. This Wi-Fi• -enabled all-in-one helps bring your personal 

masterpieces to the next level with eye-popping color and awe-Inspiring detail. With a 7.6" touch panel 

to guide you, and photo-correction built-ins galore, It's just right for exceptionally expressive Epsonalitles. 

Everyone's got an Epsonality. Discover yours at Epsonality.com 



ESSAY 

The Good Earth 
As the war-torn city of Kabul, 
Afghanistan, is transformed into a maze 
of blast walls, military checkpoints, 
and foreign bases, how might security 
architecture be changed to foster 
psychological stability? 

Story by Charles Montgomery 
Illustrations by Amze Emmons 

166 Noveillber 2008 

Bartholomew Digby runs his calloused hands along 
the walls as he scrambles around the Parwan Fort. He'll 
casually draw a finger down a mud-brick surface sill 
as he passes. Sometimes he caresses the paksa, or mud 
mortar, with what seems to be genuine affection. Like 
many occupants of this reconstructed 18th-century fort, 
the 25-year-old Brit was drawn to Kabul by a fascination 
with traditional building methods and a faith in their 
powers to heal a city wounded by decades of war. 

The fort is the base for Turquoise Mountain, a foun­
dation established to rebuild Kabul's historic neighbor­
hoods. Since Kabul was once a city of mud brick, Digby 
and his colleagues have transformed the fort's garden 
into a laboratory for earth architecture. Each structure 
is an experiment: Here, a wall made from brush matting 
and mud; there, an arch-roofed home for refugees. ~~ 
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Digby, a project manager, pauses in the shade of 
a single-story wall quite unlike the others. This one 
is striated with dozens of brick-thick layers of rammed 
earth. He pops a crumpled cigarette between his lips 
and smacks the rough smface. "Strong stoof," he says 
in his Bristolian burr. "The guys joke that you could fire 
anything at this wall and it would hold up. Okay- it 
might disintegrate in a b ig explosion, but it would break 
into dust, not into flying blocks of concrete or steel." 

This is how architectural discussions digress in 
Afghanistan: Nice wall- but will it stand up to a car 
bomb? As insurgency rages in the south of the country 
and explosions periodically rock Kabul, every decision, 
every structure, every inv,estment in urban development 
is scrutinized through the lens of security. Which is how 
a crew of earth-architecture idealists found themselves 
designing what may be Kabul's first green blast barrier. 

Kabul has always been a city of walls. Built most 
commonly with mud brick, walls surround nearly every 
home, even the humblest hillside hut. In a country with 
strict gender and social codes, walls allow for privacy 
as much as for security. But the foreigners who arrived 
after the ouster of the Taliban in 2001 have taken walls 
to new extremes. 

International guesthouses, embassies, offices, and 
even restaurants have adopted military-style fortifica­
tions.House-high concrete walls have been beefed up 
to blast-readiness with stacks of HESCO-blast barriers 
made from refrigerator-size wire cages and bags filled 
with dirt. Despite orders from President Hamid Karzai 
to clear them, sidewalks remain blocked by sandbagged 
bunkers, guardhouses, and spools of razor wire that 
twist down the street edges like oversize Slinkies. 

Wazir Akbar Khan, Kabul's embassy quarter, is gradu­
ally assuming the forms of Baghdad's Green Zone. Steel 
pole gates cross most of the neighborhood's edges. The 
main road from the airport through the heart of the city 
passes the U.S. Embassy, so it has been blocked by chest­
high cement blocks and by a labyrinth of HESCO walls 
and sniper nest s. Whole streets have been transformed 
by concrete T-barriers into canyons of deserted asphalt. 

After suicide bombers stormed the Serena Hotel in 
January 2008, local architects involved in Kabul's recon­
struction wondered if all these fortifications might be 
backfiring.Ajmal Maiwandi, who oversaw the rebuilding 
of Kabul's 16th-century Babur Garden, tied the growing 
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insurgency to the failures of reconstruction . "People 
feel anger when they cannot walk on the sidewalks of 
their own city because of heavily fortified buildings, 
with menacing armed guards, encroaching onto public 
space," he told me. Kabul's suicide bombers are believed 
to come from outside the city, but Maiwandi points 
out that they can't succeed without the support of local 
people willing to feed and hide them. 

In my own wanderings around the city, Kabulis com­
plained that aid dollars were being spent on security for 
foreigners. "Your money is not h elping us!" a t eacher 
at Ariana High School barked at me. Stranded between 
the HESCO canyons of American compounds,Ariana's 
students are frequently barred from walking to school. 

But do aggressive urban forms actually produce 
aggressive citizens? Given the hostility of Kabul's fortifi­
cations, it's a tempting thesis. 

In peacetime, "hard" architectures-high, bare, con­
crete walls- attract vandalism and graffiti, points out 
Robert Gifford, a University of Victoria environmental 
psychologist. In conflict zones, the reaction may be 
incrementally aggressive. "When you challenge people 
with barbed wire and concrete," Gifford says, "at some 
low level of consciousness, it could create support and 
sympathy for those who want to fight against it. They 
might be more likely to support insurgency when they 
see such a hard face of foreign involvement." In other 
words, fortification might create an "us versus them" 
dynamic, whether its designers intended it or not. 

New insights into the so-called science of happiness 
have been used to argue that urban design does change 
the psychology of a city's inhabitants. Landscapes 
that maximize feelings of safety, equity, and trust can 
actually produce happier, more engaged citizens. This 
theory was tested nearly a decade ago when then-mayor 
Enrique Penalosa decided to turn troubled Bogota, 
Colombia, into a laboratory for happiness theory. 
In order to make Bogota feel more open and equitable, 
Penalosa tore down fences around public parks and 
forced parked cars off sidewalks. Surveys found that 
feelings of optimism shot up during his term. Despite an 
ongoing civil war, the violent crime rate plummeted. 

Nobody has the audacity to imagine Kabul as an 
oasis of happiness. But amid the mud-brick walls of the 
Parwan Fort are signs that architecture- and walls 
themselves-can function as a kind of social therapy.11•· 
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The fort not only houses international staff like Digby, 
but it is also the daily workplace for dozens of local 
masons, carpenters, craftspeople, and teachers. Unlike 
many foreigners I met in Kabul, Digby was not afraid 
of the city-partly, I suppose, because it had found a way 
into his home. The easy mixing of foreign and Afghan 
staff bumps the fort right off the United Nations' list 
of safe destinations, but it has won the support and 
affection of Afghans. This reaching out, one security 
consultant told me, is a remarkably effective strategy. 

It is the walls themselves that most strike a visitor 
to the Parwan Fort. There is a softness to them, a warmth 
in the blond grit and straw peppering the paksa 
masonry that speaks of the earth beneath your feet and 
the methods that have served Afghans for centuries. 

Which brings us back to that rammed-earth blast 
wall. One day last year, Douglas Hageman, an operations 
manager for the United Nations Development 

170 November 2008 

Programme, showed up at the Parwan Fort looking to 
get his hands dirty. He played around in the mud with 
Digby and Grahame Hunter, Turquoise Mountain's 
earth architect. They talked about the wonders of dirt­
how Afghans could build, say, a mud-brick school using 
little more than straw and the earth around them, 
rather than waiting for foreign contractors to spend 
tens of thousands of dollars on imported concrete. 
The school would be warmer in winter and cooler in 
summer than its concrete counterpart. With almost no 
shipped material, construction would be close to carbon 
neutral. Built by Afghans, it would also be less likely to 
face insurgent attacks than a school built by foreigners. 

Until now, the UN has encircled its properties in 
HESCO Concertainer blocks. HESCO is a handy 
innovation: The wire-mesh blocks come lined with 
polypropylene bags, so four soldiers and a backhoe 
can assemble and fill a ten-meter-long blast barrier in 
a matter of hours. But the blocks, manufactured in the 
United Kingdom, are expensive, not to mention crudely 
hostile to the street. "It's right in your face," Jake 
McQueen, HESCO product manager, admitted when 
I called him. "You wouldn't really want to use it in 
downtown New York or London." 

What if rammed earth were to stand in for HESCO? 
A meter-thick earth wall would have the density to 
protect against blasts while offering a more traditional, 
less military aesthetic, thought Hageman. Moreover, 
rammed-earth wall projects would put cash into the 
hands of Afghan workers, rather than foreign suppliers. 
If school architecture could be guided by social develop­
ment goals, then why not fortification? "Just doing 
the wall at our guest house would employ 100 people 
for two months," Hageman enthused. 

But the debate over urban fortification has barely 
begun. The earth wall is a reminder that the life 
and power of a built form extends beyond its everyday 
function; it can be a symbol of community and 
tradition as surely as a concrete T-barrier can embody 
fear and alienation.Afghanistan's Ministry of Education 
has now enlisted Turquoise Mountain's help building 
a rural school prototype. The first task, of course, will be 
to build an earthen wall around the school site. 

There is a kind of wisdom in dirt, Digby insists as 
he gives the striated wall one last smack. It is, indeed, 
strong stuff. 111 
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Chockablock with high rises, downtown 
Santiago at night is a sight to behold, 
particularly g iven the building boom the 
Chilean capital has experienced of late. 

Dwell 

Yet the glass, steel, and concrete can't fully 
distract one from the city's natura l heights: 
the ever-present peaks of the snow-draped 
Andes in the distance. 
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Unlike sizzling Rio de Janeiro or 
seductive Buenos Aires, Santiago 
comes off as South America's more 
straitlaced capital city. Chile, the 
world's longest country, stretching 
almost 2,700 miles from north to 
south, is packed with plenty of eye­
catching landscapes, from the soaring 
Andes to the arid Atacama Desert. 
And it's no wonder that visitors 
are easily lured away from sleepy 
Santiago. Many who descend on 
Chile's sprawling capital see it simply 
as a convenient gateway to tlhe coun­
try's real highlights: the Lake District, 
San Pedro de Atacama, and Torres del 
Paine National Park in Patagonia. 

As Chile's financial center, Santiago 
hardly presents a thrill a minute. Its 
more subdued spirit, however, actu­
ally telegraphs the national character, 
one that still has a bit of a self-esteem 
issue as it gets beyond its long cultural 
and geographic isolation. But with 
a flourishing economy, this city that's 

The city's second highest point, Cerro San 
Cristobal, with its Swiss-style gondolas (top), 
rises some 1,000 feet above the rest of the 
city and is where Santiaguinos escape the 

often better-known for its wintertime 
smog is now in the midst of a build­
ing boom. To better understand 
Santiago's oft-overlooked architec­
tural treasures and how an influx of 
wealth is affecting the city's character, 
we enlisted the help of architect 
Sebastian lrarrazaval. 

lrarrazaval's eponymous firm, found 
in the leafy barrio of Vitacura, has 
amassed a diverse body of work that 
includes office buildings, residences, 
showrooms, and a winery (currently 
in development), but it's his ultra­
cool, natural material-driven Indigo 
Patagonia Hotel that put him on the 
world design map. He recently won 
a competition to build the new school 
of design at the Universidad Cat61ica, 
where he teaches architecture. In this 
city, where his father also studied and 
taught architecture, it's no wonder 
lrarrazaval has strong, and not wholly 
laudatory, opinions about where 
Santiago is going. I•·· 

urban bustle to picnic, swim, hike, and wan­
der through gardens. Metropolitan Zoo 
is at the base of the towering hill. Architect 
Sebastian lrarrazaval relaxes in a Marcel 

Breuer-designed Wassily Chair (bottom) in 
his 50-year-old house that he has renovated 
to include walls of windows and flexible, 
open interior spaces. 
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You live in the relative peace of the 

Vitacura neighborhood. Why stay 
out of all the action downtown? 

Vitacura was o ne of the first expansions 

of the city, about 60 years ago. There 
were cows here at that time. Now, 

things are changing, with an increase 
in multistory apartments, art galleries, 
and shops. But it's still green. Yes, 

my house is a few minutes away from 

my office, but Vitacura is real ly a neigh­

borhood, which is important because 

I have five children. Plus, I'm only 
a 15-minute drive from downtown. 

And t here are many private gardens 
that you can enjoy, even if you cannot 
enter them. 

Plenty of money is pouring into 

the capital, but is that necessarily 

a recipe for desirable growth? 
The state has become less powerful 

and everything is more chaotiic. For 
example, we have plenty of motorways, 

and that means the centers of the city 
have lost their importance. In Santiago, 

you don't know where the ce nter is. 

There should be public parts of the city 

that you could easily recognize, like 

in Paris and other o ld cities- which 
were once models for Santiago. These 

so-cal led urban rooms would maintain 

the same b uild ing height, style, and 
materials on both sid es of the street. 

El Golf was a neighborhood that was 
planned w ith "urban rooms" i n mind. 

Now it's a business d istrict and most 

The city's heart beats in the palm-dotted 
Plaza de Armas (upper left), where even a 
brief visit reveals a slice of Santiago culture, 
from painters to musicians to chess players. 

176 November 2008 

of t hat has been destroyed. Borja 

Huidobro has been t rying to revive this 

idea of in El Golf, where he did several 

buildings. And as a result , you can rec­
ognize the d esign of the area. 

Is the new construction embracing 

modernism? 

The Chileans associate modernism 

with prestige, with being forward­

looking. It shows the world that Chile 
is part of a global trend . It's a way 

of saying we are not isolated, because 
Chile had been isolated for so long. 

Modernism gives freed om to archi­

tects; it provides flexibility and plenty 

of light, and it's appropriate for 

the way we now live. Good b uildings 

that are fresh and o riginal can be 
born here, b ut , unfortunately, many 

are just imitations. 

O ne of the best pieces of modern 

architecture in the city, however, is the 

mountainside chapel Los Benedictines, 
by Gabriel Guarda and Martin Correa. 

With light coming in from skylights and 
an array of windows, the treatment 

of light is the main design element. 
The Palacio d e la Moneda, by Joaquin 

Toesca y Ricci, where [then-p resident 

Salvador] Al lende died , is one of the 

best p ieces of archit ecture. Its austere 

and clear spaces have a sense of 

permanence. Close to it is the modern 
Centro Cultural Palacio la Moneda, 
which I also like. Finally, Rodrigo Perez 

de Arce d id a nice renovation of 

Behind the modernist facade of the Edificio 
Lido (center), constructed in the 1960s, is 
a shop-lined covered walkway that brings 
life to the interior of this block. 

Plaza de A rmas. He took o ut half the 

t rees to return the square to a public 
space, b ut it also remains a green site 

for relaxing. 

What has been the fate of 

Santiago's renowned colonial 
structures in the boom? 

Sant iago is moving closer to Tokyo 

and Sao Paulo rather than Paris in terms 

of not respecting the old and not pro­
perly p lanning the city. There's no 

support from the state to maintain the 

o ld colonial-era buildings that are 

part of Santiago's historical past. You 
need them in order to recognize the 
city. But now you see a colonial-era 

house w ith a huge skyscraper next to 
it or old buildings destroyed to make 
way for modern ones. 

Where do you see a more 

compelling mix of the old and new? 
To see old and new buildings in o ne 

pJace, vjs it the Universidad Cat61ica 

campus, where I teach. El Comendador 
is an old colonial house with a green 

courtyard on the campus. It was once 

a hacienda and then a hospital. One 

room is now a stud io-workshop; the 
o ld stable and chapel are classrooms. 

It's like w hat I do, trying to make things 
flexible. To be permanent, architecture 

should be flexible. On campus, there's 
also a modernist library that's unusual 

because it's underground and yet has 
the feeling of being outside. II•· 

The upscale barrio of El Golf (upper right) 
is sprinkled with stylish restaurants and 
design emporia and is a magnet for high­
rise offices and residences. 

Dwell 



- --

Behind Closed Doors 
BDI home theater furniture is much more than elegant furniture design. It's what you don't see that makes all 

the difference. Electronics are discreetly concealed yet accessible behind IR-friendly doors. Engineered with 

cleverly integrated features such as speaker and media storage compartments, cable management, hidden 

wheels, and flow-through ventilation, a BDI home theater is designed to perform as well as the TV that's on it. 

With BDI, your TV isn't the only thing state of the art. 

OO!'ONWolO 
CAS$1NI 86(9 

REVO 9981 

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR HIGH PlRFORMANCE FURNITURE 



DETOUR SANTIAGO 

The west side of Plaza de Armas reveals 
Santiago's juxtaposition of old and new. 
The Plaza de Armas building, a mirrored 
glass edifice by Echenique Cruz Boisier 
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Arquitectos, rises above the grand Catedral 
Metropolitana. The cathedral's main altar 
was recently renovated, and many Santiago 
luminaries are buried on the church's site. 
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DETOUR SANTIAGO 

The architect, Teodoro Fernandez, 

has taught at the university for a 

long t ime and has won quite a lot of 
competitions. 

What sights should not be missed 
that also provide a w indow into 

Santiago life? 

There is a system of pedestrian 
passageways, or pasajes, within build­

ings in downtown Santiago that winds 
around like a labyrinth. Here, there 

are odd, independently owned shops 

selling medical supplies, scissors, and 
so forth. There are also streets dedi­

cated to one type of product, and this 

speaks to the city's handicraft t radition. 
For example, Calle Victoria is a p lace 

where everything leather is sold; Diez 
de Julio is devoted to car repair and 

tires; and Baratillo, a narrow passage­
way, has wicker-furniture stores. I also 

like shopping at La Vega, a market 
sel ling chiles, mushrooms, potatoes, 

and much more. 

Palacio de la Moneda (top), a late-1 Sth­
century colonial presidential palace, is 
now the government seat. A stroll through 
the inner patios is particularly serene. The 
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Where do you recommend 

a visitor go for shopping or 
to have a nice meal? 

In El Golf, Pura is a sophisticated 
shop with interesting ponchos, scarves, 

and bags with good handmade tradi­
tional designs that have been modern­

ized. tiex.Ldo~r is lnterdesign, a shop 

t hat sells nicet urniture and lamps. 
I ai_l i~NVI (Visual Arts Museum) 
ana the conte{nporary art exhibit ions 

at Galerla ~nlmal. 

Liguria is a lowd and crowded chain 

restaurant where you can eat rabbit 
and other types of traditional foods 

on vintage plates in an old-time atmo­

sphere. The best thing you can eat 

in Santiago is a sandwich. Fuente 

_hlemaoa bas a huge central table and 

you ca~t ~erman sandwiches with 

poFk ?nfsa~erkraut. Le Fournil is a 
French coffee-shop chain with the best 

bread you can find in all of Santiago. 
It's across from a Starbucks, where no 

one goes. I~· 

subterranean Centro Cultural Palacio La 
Moneda (bottom) lies beneath an esplanade 
but is awash with natural light. The galleries 
display an array of Latin A merican art. 



MFA IN INTERIOR DESIGN 
Shape the future of interior design. Parsons The New School for Design is accepting 

applications for the first class of its new MFA program in Interior Design: This innovative 

ful l-time graduate program combines studio work-alongside architects, lighting designers, 

and product designers-with the study of core subjects designed to redefine the field. 

Qualified applicants are eligible for significant financial aid, including full scholarships. 

PARSONS THE NEW SCHOOL FOR DESIGN 
www.newschool.edu/ mfaid 

•Pending NY State approval 

C>py g t d O' 



DETOUR SANTIAGO 

Despite globalization, Santiago still retains 
examples of postage stamp-size streets 
(top left and right), each selling one type of 
goods, whether leather, wicker, ca~-repair 
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paraphernalia, or other sundries. Leave it to 
a pair of monk architects to create perhaps 
one of the most unique chapels in South 
America: Los Benedictines (bottom left and 

right), with its ubiquitous white-on-white 
motif, cubelike forms, and light rays pene­
trating the interior from all angles, is one 
of Santiago's most numinous locales. 0 

Dwell 



super 
cou ure 

It's ol< to drool. 
Go ahead ... Dirty paws and an occasional 

string of slobber have nothing on these 

whimsical accessories. Designed exclusively 

for our Crypton Couture line, William Wegman's 

newest collection of totes, pillows, beds and 

blankets offers a dose of practicality while 

still being smart and playful. By combining 

our patented and environmentally 

mindful stain, odor arid moisture 

resistant fabrics with vibrant hues, 

fun designs and clever styling, fashion 

and function saunter off in a brand new 

direction. It's elevated art for your home 

with a dash of real world sensibility. 

To view and purchase from 

the complete collection, visit 

www.cryptonfabric.com 
or call 1-800-CRYPTON. 

w 
W I LL I AM WEGMAN 

C OLL E C T I ON fOA C.R"l' .. TON l'ABRIC S • 

CRYPTON®Super Fabrics 

C. pyr g t rr r I 



DETOUR 

AV. SANTOS 
DUMONT 

SMl10 DOMINGO 

Edificio M [02] anantiales 

Av. Isidora 3120 Goyenechea 

Booksto:res 
Feria ch"l d 

1 
1 ena 

e Lib:ro [ o4 ] 
Av . Isidora 
Goyenechea 3162 
56-2-345-8354 
feri ach ·l l. enadell ·b l. r o .cl 

El Toro [os] 
Loreto 33 
56-2 -737- 5937 

Elltporio La Rosa 
Merced 291 
56-2 -638-9257 

Le Fourn"l 

[ 06] 

Av . i [ 07) 
. Vitacura 3841 

56-2-228-0219 
lefournil cl 

Liguria 
Restaurant/ B 
Av. Pro .d a r [ 08] 
56-2 vi encia 1373 

. -235-7914 
hguria.cl 

Museums/ Gall • 
Galeria An " er1e11 
Av imal [ H J 

· Alonso c· 56-2-371-909~rdova 3105 

gal eriaanimal.cl 

~VI (Museum of 
visual Ans) Jos~ v· [ 12) ictorin 307 ° Lastarria 

56-2-638-3502 
mavi.cl 

Museo Chileno 
Precolomb" de Arte 1no [l3 ] 
Bandera 361 
56-2-688-7348 
precolombino.cl 

Museo N . acional d 
Artes [ l

4
) e Bellas 

e Forestal Par qu 
Casilla 3209 
56-2-633-4472 
mnba. cl 

Cent:ro CUltu:ral 
La Moneda Palacio 

Plaza de 1 . 26 a Ciudadania 

56-2-355-6500 
ccplm.cl 

de Armas 444 

Pa:rque Met ro . de s . politano 
antiago 

parguemet.cl 

La Vega (16) 
Av. Antonia L' 
de Bello opez 

lavega.cl 

General C emeter [ 
Av. Prof Al V 17 ] 
Zanart . berto 

µ 951 
cemepteri ogeneral. cl 

De~C:raft 
Bar at ill Stores 
A o [ 18] 

v . Santa Mar ' 
Av. La Paz ia at 

Interdes " 
3200 Isi·dign (19] ora Go ~6-2 -231-4114 yenechea 

interdesign.cl 

Pura 
3226 Isidora G 
56-2 -333 oyenechea 

-3144 
pu:rart esanos . cl 1111 

Dwell 



ADDALITILE 

wow 
TO YOUR WALLS 



"A Thing of Beauty 
is a Joy Forever" 
John Keats 

Be more comfortable and lower 
your energy use w ith the sculptural, 
high-performance Artemis ceiling 
fan- a Good Design Award winner. 
See other colors and finishes at 
g2art.com. We donate one percent 
of sales to save our p lanet. Buy 
great fans and lighting on our web­
site or call Monday through Friday 
from 7AM to 5PM PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
g2art.com 

Mixture 
Inspired Modern Living 

Modern furniture and home acces­
sory lines from around the world 
find their way to Mixture. We offer 
furniture, accessories, gifts, original 
art, interior-design services, 
custom furniture, and Scavolini 
kitchens and baths. 

Shown: (clockwise from top /eh) 
Sinus chair by Cor, King lamp 
by Autoban, Mo bed by e 15, 
Molvedo sofa by Swan Italia, 
and Glass by Cariati 

Landscape for a 
Cleaner, Cooler Earth 

Science meets design. Large-volume 
landscape. Architect-grade modular 
planters bring the garden to your 
decks, balconies, and rooftops. 

Shown: Hardwood and aluminum. 
Marble, slate, metal, and resin panels 
available. Custom sizes. 

Tel. 305-857-0466 
deepstreamdesigns.com 

mixture 

When you're in San Diego, please 
stop by our 8,500-square-foot 
showroom. 

Toll-free 800-903-1913 
mixturehome.com 

Rakks• Shelving 
Systems 

Rakks aluminum shelves are an 
ideal solution for the storage and 
display of CDs and DVDs. Anodized­
aluminum shelves, available in up 
to 12-foot lengths, provide attractive 
low-profile support. Infinitely adjust­
able Rakks-style shelf b rackets act 
as bookends and allow positioning 
of shelves with optimal spacing 
to accommodate your collection. 
Call or visit us online. 

Toll.free 800-826-6006 
rakks.com 

EUROFLUES 
Celebrating the Art of the Flame 

Euroflues showcases contemporary 
European fireplace designs­
suspended, sculptural, and rotating­
on the Web and in our showroom. 
We work with architects, designers, 
and homeowners. 

Tel. 505-992-0123 
euroflues.com 

WOW the 
Holiday Walls! 

Customized art from your photos. 
Choose from 40 fun and unique looks 
printed up to 42" x 42" on paper 
or canvas, and stretched or custom 
framed after you approve a proof. 
Great quality, prices and service, and 
always on time for the holidays. It's 
easy and fun to WOW your walls! 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 

RAYDOOR• 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space-keep your light! 
We specialize in beautiful space 
dividing systems designed to cre­
ate private environments without 
sacrificing natural light. System 
choices include: sliding, bypassing, 
pocket, folding, pivot, and fixed. 
A variety of frames and translucent 
layers to choose from. Now avail­
able in standard sizes through 
our Quick Ship program! Visit our 
website for more details. 

Te!. 212-421-0641 
raydoor.com 



Exercise in Exactly 
4 Minutes per Day 

The $14,615 sculptured steel and 
chrome ROM machine offers a 
complete upper- and lower-body 
exercise in just four minutes, working 
more major muscle groups through 
their maximum ranges of motion 
utilizing the science of high-intensity 
interval training. 

Tel. 818-504-6450 
fastexercise.com 

Design in a New Light 

nestliving 
furniture + light, etc. 

nestliving: A design studio focusing 
on furniture and home accessories 
for a modern, relaxed lifestyle. 

Shop brands such as Vitra, louis 
poulsen, Offi, Artek, Heath Ceramics, 
Unison, Amenity, Cavern Wallpaper, 
MASH Studio, and Geneva Soundlab. 

Free shipping to mainland USA. 

Toll-free 866-905-8080 
nest-living.com 

with Exceptional Light-Transmitting Acrylic 

Wherever you want light to enliven 
your space, DEGLAs· offers 
solutions to your most challenging 
design requirements. Architects 
and designers favor DEGLAS acrylic 
sheets for expanding their designs 
through light in lightscaping, 
illuminated walls, backlighting, 
toplighting, and cosmetic detailing. 
Create daylighting without sacrificing 
privacy. DEGLAS welcomes 

innovation, and whether you're 
considering a wall or overhead 
use, curved or straight application, 
exterior or interior, there is a DEGLAS 
product that works with your vision. 

DEGLAS Acrylic Building Products 
Toll-free 888-2DEGLAS 
deglasamericas.com 

WETSTYLE 
The Purest Form of Luxury 

WETSTYLE brings design and com­
fort to your bathroom. The Cube 
Collection submerges your body for 
total relaxation. l avatories combined 
with oak or stainless steel furniture 
provide an earthy finishing touch for 
both collections. 

Toll-free 866-842-1367 
wetstyle.ca 

Art Museum 
Street Banners 

Exhibit ion banners that once hung 
on city streetpoles are now available 
for your home. Own one of these 
dramatic artworks from MoMA, 
LACMA, SFMOMA, Art Institute of 
Chicago, and others. 

New arrivals every month­
subscribe to our free newsletter 
at betterwall.com. 

Tel. 303-756-6615 
betterwall.com 

the dwell homes 
1¥ c,,.,,._, 

Modem Lifestyie Designs 

Dwell Homes 

Modernist, streamlined, sleek, bold, 
functional, and inspiring, the Dwell 
Home is a thoughtful approach to 
simplified living spaces. 

The modern, all-new NextHouse 
is designed and manufactured by 
Empyrean International. Please 
check our website for homes under 
construction or call to speak with 
a client service director. 

Toll-free 800-727-3325 
thedwellhomes.com 

Poliform 

New finishes and accessories from 
Poliform: Senzafine wardrobe system 
(shown above in Canaletto Walnut, 
with leather accessories). Poliform 
is the leading Italian manufacturer 
of high-end kitchens, wardrobes, 
wall units, beds, dining-room furni­
ture, and complements since 1942. 
Experience the best wardrobe design 
specialists in the country. 

Toll-free 888-POLIFORM 
poliformusa.com 



Generation Brands™ 

LED Pendants 

Tech Lighting presents over 60 
pendants that utilize a 5.8-watt 
LED module, reducing energy 
consumption by 80 percent. Module 
is dimmable, has a 25,000-plus 
hour life and is field upgradeable/ 
replaceable. For use on many low­
voltage systems. Multiple materials, 
shapes, and colors make this one 
o f the largest LED offerings today. 

Tel. 847-410-4400 
techlighting.com 

the as4 modular 
furniture system 

Brooklyn showroom now open. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. 718·596-5045 
atlaseast.com 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand­
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
iron, brass, and steel. Free cata log. 
Factory showroom open to public. 
Web/phone orders welcome. We 
ship anywhere. 

55 West 17th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
Toll-free 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

Kozai 
Modern Organic Furniture and 
Lighting from Japan 

Celebrating solid hardwood and 
superb Japanese design and 
craftsmanship. 

Shown: Issa dining armchair in solid 
walnut, by Noriyuki Ebina 

Tel. 604-677-8166 
kozaidesigns.com 

Meet Doodle Dog 
from Crypton 

When the durability of Crypton meets 
the creativity of William Wegman, the 
result is a pet bed that is as p layful 
as it is practical. Wegman's signature 
dog doodle adds a delightful design 
to our colorful, easy-to-clean collec­
t ion of beds. For more information 
ca ll us toll-free or visit our website to 
see more online. 

Toll-free 1-800-CRYPTON 
cryptonfabric.com 

EcoSmart™ Fire 
ecosmartfire.com 

The EcoSmart'" Fire is an environ­
mentally friendly open fireplace. The 
EcoSmart'" Fire is flueless and does 
not require any installation or utility 
connection for fuel supply. which 
makes it ideal for just about any 
architectural environment. Fueled by 
a renewable modern energy (dena­
tured alcohol), it burns clean and is 
virtually maintenance free. Featuring 
remarkable design flexib ility, the 
simplicity of the EcoSmart'" Burner 

Modern Editions 

-. 
' 

. L-

Modern- Inspired- Ready to Hang 

Modern Fine Art Photography for any 
space, any size. See what collectors 
worldwide are talking about. 

Visit Modern Editions online to 
browse, buy, and enjoy! 

Shown: 
Image from Landscapes series 

modern editions.com 

and the modular nature of its design 
grants consumers with significant 
versatility and choice. UL Listed 
Collection. 

Discover why EcoSmart'" Fires are 
igniting the g lobal design scene. 

E-coSmart Inc. 
Tel. 310-914-3335 
usa@ecosmartfire.com 



PALi\ZZErITGroup Ltd. 

www.palazzetti.com 
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M6zlart 
by Moz Designs 
Metals +Architectural Products 

A collect ion of grid compositions 
created by overlaying translucent 
colors on etched metals. Fusion 
of form and color creates additional 
shades producing a new work of 
art. The possibilities are endless. 

mozdesigns.com 

• 
Custom Modern Portraits 
Art from your DNA, Fingerprints, or lips 

The world's most personalized 
art. Great gift idea. Printed on high­
quality canvas. We send you an easy­
to-use kit and instructions. Process 
is simple and painless. Each piece 
is as unique as you. 

DNA Portraits: Choose from 25 
colors and several size options. 
Combine multiple people's DNA 
on a single canvas. Swab-based 
collection method. $390+ 

Fingerprint Portraits: Thousands of 
color options. Collection kit includes 
ink strips and collection card. $190+ 

KISS Portraits: Turn lips into art. 
Includes M.A.C lipstick in collection 
kit. $290+ 

Toll-free 866-619-9574 
dna11.com 

Acme Made 
Modern Things for 
a Modern Lifestyle 

Acme Made designs a complete line 
of stylish yet protective bags, cases, 
and accessories for the creative 
professional. Ava ilable online and 
through select retailers worldwide. 

Shown: The Metro Tote with 
removable laptop sleeve 
in rubberiled canvas 

Toll-free 888-486-3191 
info@acmemade.com 
acmemade.com 

meaningful. modern. living. 

Feel More Human 

Shop. Explore. We look in the obvi­
ous places, peek around corners, 
and turn over the unassuming 
stones for productS, information, and 
resources that support a balanced 
and eco-conscious modern lifestyle. 
Get inspired by great design; 
stay informed with original content. 
Member of 1 % For the Planet 

Toll-free 877-42HUMAN 
feelmorehuman.com 

Fusion Furniture LLC 

Reborn: RE series by Tim George. 
Carts originally manufactured in 
the 1950s for the medical profes­
sion but never used until their recent 
modification and transition into 
the 652. Limited-edition offer. 

Shown: 852 Stainless Steel Bar, 
ca. 1952 

TeL 515-988-6684 
fusionfumituregallery.com 

Liza Phillips Design 

ALTO Steps-handmade, modular 
rugs for your stairs. Available in 
several colorways, each with pat­
terns and solids. Arrange them in 
any sequence. Rugmark Certified. 

Tel. 845-252-9955 
lizaphillipsdesign.com 



GelPro" Gel-Filled Anti-Fatigue Floor Mats 

Finally you can spend time in the 
kitchen creating your favorite meals 
without the pain and d iscomfort 
caused by hard kitchen floors. As 
seen on HGTV, GelPro" Mats are 
filled with a soft gel that makes 
standing on even the hardest floor 
a pleasure. These innovative mats 
are scientifically engineered to 
absorb shock and reduce pain­
causing pressure. Enjoy t ime spent 
in the kitchen even if you suffer 
from back pain, foot pain, or arthritis. 

Rabbit Air 
MinusA2™ Air Purifier 

Modern, innovative, ult raquiet, 
wall-mountable air purifier features 
six-stage filtrat ion with customized 
filter and deodoriz;;ition to purify 
the air you breathe. Unit comes 
with five-year warranty and lifetime 
2417 tech support. 

Save $20 by entering DWN8 at 
checkout. 

Toll-free 888-866-8862 
rabbitair.com 

Available in many sizes, and all mats 
are stain-resistant. Don't worry about 
red wine or pasta-sauce spills- dean 
up 's a breeze. Proudly made in the 
USA. Makes a great g ift, too. Order 
yours today and stand in comfort! 

Toll-free 866-GEL-MATS 
Toll-free 866-435-6287 
gelpro.com 

Eclectic Design and 
Decorative Form 

Richly saturated with intense color, 
pendant selections from LBL 
Lighting celebrate the functional, 
artistic nature of lighting. As they 
accentuate the relationship between 
material and lighting, these genuine 
Onyx Cone Pendants harmonize 
interior spaces while adding a splash 
of decorative color. For more infor­
mation call or visit our website. 

Tel. 847-626-6300 
lbllighting.com 

wo1.dd you litt 
a room with a view' 1 

good ea rthca nvas.co m 

Give your space some peace of 
mind. Our large canvases reflect the 
transforming energy of this beautiful 
planet. We also have great Buddhist­
and Asian-influenced images. 

Stretched on wooden bars, they 
arrive in big flat sturdy boxes. ready 
to hang. Just $199-$379 p lus free 
shipping. 

Toll-free 888-245-0971 
goodearthcanvas.com 

Eco-logical 
Smart Design 

Here at Berkeley Mills. you're more 
than a client, you're a partner, a col· 
laborator in creating a unique con­
cept. Together, we design kitchens 
and furniture that are engineered, 
manufactured. and finished all under 
one roof. You choose the style, 
wood, and customized features, and 
we build you an environment that's 
clean. green, functional. beautifully 
made. and surprisingly affordable. 

Seascape Lighting 

We specialize in build ing custom 
light fixtures, in-house printed 
lampshade fabric, table and floor 
lamps, and wall sconces. We work 
w ith wood, acrylic. metal, and over 
7 5 fabrics, including silks. veneers, 
linens, and natural p lant fibers. 

Call or fax for a quotation and a 
40-page color catalog. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
F.ax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

Berkeley Mills 
2830 Seventh Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
Toll-free 877-426-4557 
berkeleymills.com 



Parametre"' by 3form 

Create innovative spaces with new 
expandable Parametre'" 30 textile 
system ... by 3form. 

100 percent polyester. Eight colors 
and three patterns. UV-resistant 
material. 

Partitions. Ceilings. Wall decor. 
Window treatments. Lighting. 

Call to order samples. 

Toll-free 866-512-6378 
info@parametre.us 
parametre.us 

Great Sound, 
Now in Living Color 
by Boston Acoustics 

Who said great-sounding speakers 
can"t look good too? Match your living 
room, your office, your personality ... 

With Boston's new Horizon speakers, 
the choice is now yours with colors 
that match your style and decor. 

For more information visit us online. 

bostonacoustics.com/dwell 

Inhabit 

Modern bedding designs from 
Inhabit. Surround yourself with 
modern bedding collections, 
p illows, art and accessories, light ­
ing, and award-winning embossed 
wall coverings. Well thought-out 
selection, affordably priced, free 
shipping on orders over $200. 

Toll-free 888-830-5072 
inhabitliving.com 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com­
mercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown g lass shades that do not 
hint at style- they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over 50 years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com 

Woodia La Piccolo 

Bringing a classic concept into 
the modern living space, Woodia 
la Piccolo introduces the modern 
porch swing. This unique indoor/ 
outdoor piece is artist designed 
and handcrafted using the high­
est quality eco-friendly materials. 
Please call or visit us online. 

Toll-free 866-920-1570 
woodialapiccolo.com 
modernporchswing.com 

ISS Designs Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelv­
ing system. 155 Designs combines 
a clean modern look with strength 
and ease of installation. Wall­
mounted and pole-mounted options. 
Anodized aluminum hardware 
with custom shelves and cabinets 
for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free 877-477-5487 
info@issdesigns.com 
issdesigns.com 

Bubble Chair 

Plushpod seeks out only the finest 
high-design modern furniture and 
decor from new, notable, and vis· 
ionary designers around the world. 
Like the original Bubble chair from 
Rn land by Eero Aarnio. 

Visit us online or in our store! 

8211 West 3rd Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
Toll-free 866-758-7430 
Tel. 323-951-0748 
plush pod.com 



Naked Binder 
Green to Our Core 

School - Home - Work 

Imagine a b inder that is unique, 
strong, functional, and made of 
100 percent recycled paper fiber. 
Best of all. it's recyclable. 

Naked Binder is information 
storage in its purest, most 
elemental form. No p lastics, 
no vinyl, no harm. 

Toll-free 877-446-2533 
nakedbinder.com 

Fabulous Stationery 

Say anything on our personalized 
notecards, designed exclusively for 
you. Create holiday cards. invita­
tions, calling cards, and more, all 
with a fresh modernist vibe. Over 

500 designs to choose from. Check 
out our new holiday designs too' 
Visit us on line or at our new store, 
102 S.18th Street, Philadelphia PA 
19103. Enter DWELL in the coupon 
code and save $5. 

fabulousstationery.com 

MetroCabin 
Now with Kitchen & Bathroom 

12'x16' & 16' x 20' Pre-Fab Space 
BRAND NEW! MetroCabin with 
Kitchen & Bathroom option now 
available - a livable wood and steel 
structure. High cei lings and top 
quality construction· perfect art 
studio, weekend getaway. Permits OK! 
For more information call or 
visit our website: 

Tel. 818-357-4000 
metroshed.com 

furniturea 
Daring Color. Adventurous Design. 

Colorful, contemporary designs lift 
your spirits and enliven your home. 
The Table Lamp is available in clear 
maple and 24 painted finishes. 
Visit our Portland showroom or 
shop on line. 

75 M arket Street 
Portland, Maine 041 01 
Toll-free 800-313-0511 
furniturea.com/dwell 

modwalls 
Making Tile Modern 

Modern wall and floor coverings 
including glass, porcelain, cork, 
river rocks, and recycled-glass tile. 
Order online. Free shipping in the 
continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Shown: Lush'" Blend "Bora Bora" 

mod walls.com 

Stubborn 
Modern Made Jewelry 

Stubborn presents designer jewelry 
with an industrial edge. Work is made 
from stainless steel, brushed alumi­
num, and silver, fi lled with vibrant res­
ins in modern designs and patterns. 

Explore our updated online selection. 

Stubborn Jewelry Design 
Portland, OR 97212 
Tel. 503-708-5487 
mel@stubbornworks.com 
stubbornworks.com 

tlW' ,.,lhJlt' rd de\lq11 

rel.Jrl store I made·to·order texttles I rnterror servrce' • stdg1ng I product 'ourcrng I custorn reg1s111es 

shoprelish.com 

Relish is an interior and lifestyle bou­
t ique dedicated to showcasing hand­
crafted, emerging design that draws 
its inspiration from nature and can 
only be found by traveling the g lobe. 

Part design showroom, part concept 
store, part sourcing central- our 
constantly changing collection of 
furnishings, tabletop, home acces­
sories, jewelry, and made-to-order 
textiles are all cleverly mixed with 
innovative interior services and 
custom registries. 

What do you wish for this holiday 
season? Visit us online and save 15 
percent by entering code Holiday08. 

Shown: Magno Radio (Indonesia) 
Council Design Peel Lounge (USA) 

Toll-free 888-DO-U-RELISH 
shoprelish.com 



Step Into the Future 

Europa Stairways: a new genera­
tion of stairs and railing systems of 
custom-made glass, stainless steel, 
wood, powder-coated steel, cables 
railings, acrylic, LED light systems 
in g lass treads, and more! For com­
mercial and residential use. Model 
73 MF starting from $8,000. Visit our 
homepage. We design and build 
your dream stairs. 

Tel. 786-845-9844 
europastairways.com 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
strong, stylish, and affordable art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
on cotton canvas. They arrive fully 
stretched and ready to hang. Sized 
three to five feet and priced $199 
to $379 (free shipping}! Complete 
your space with an innovative M-DC. 

Toll-free 888-34S-0870 
md-canvas.com 

ModernCabana.com 

Simple, well-designed, cost-effective, 
and sustainable prefab structures. 
At Modern Cabana, we want to live 
differently. To use less and get more. 
Whether it's 100 or 1,000 square feet, 
we help people live lean. 

San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-206-9330 
info@moderncabana.com 
modern cabana.com 

Recycled 
Aluminum Tile 

Mix modern metal mosaics with 
character and texture. Explore our 
galleries of bamboo, cork, stone, 
linoleum, and recycled-glass tiles 
and order samples online. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Shown: 2 ' x 2" mixed finishes, $35/sf 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
Madison, WI 
Toll-free 866-250-3273 
ecofriendlyflooring.com 

Samuel Owen Gallery 
Mid-Century Originals 

A unique collection of vintage post­
ers, paintings, and limited edition 
prints. With over 3,000 originals to 
choose from, we know you'll find 
one that fits your style. 

Shown: Los Angeles 1960s 

Samuel Owen Gallery 
Tel. 203-325-1924 
samuelowengallery.com 

Big Chill 

I 
I_ 
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Get out of the box and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function­
ality, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we left off was the 
chisel; no defrosting required! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
info@bigchillfridge.com 
b igchillfridge.com 

Satellite 
The Rejuvenation of 
Mid-Century Modern 

Offering made-to-order light fixtures 
and hardware based on classic mid­
century designs. 

The best modern designs look 
effortless and natural in homes, 
as if they have always belonged. 
Your house is calling. 

Visit us online and in our 
Portland and Seattle stores. 

Toll-free 888-401 -1900 
satellitemodern.com 



Mirror-Lux• Lustre 

Elegant and exciting. Modern, yet 
classic with an aesthetic sensibility 
that defines your space as uniquely 
yours. The Mirror-Lux' Lustre turns 
your wall into art with an astonishing 
sensation of weightless radiance, illu­
minating while reflect ing the beauty 
of your interior design. 

Residential-Hospitality-Custom 

OOMPA TOYS 

Oompa Toys 

Eco-friendly, unique, and modern 
toys and gifts. Check out the fun 
and colorful Green Toys' tea set 
(shown). Made in the USA from 
recycled plastic milk bottles. 

Find the best selection of quality 
baby toys, wooden toys, and gifts 
for young children that are both 
modern and whimsical for the little 
ones in your life. 

Toll-free 888-825-4109 
oompa.com 
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Mirror-Lux• Onyx 

The exciting, classic modern design 
o f the Mirror-Lux' Onyx will turn 
your wall into luminous art. Ind irect 
lighting from the Onyx creates an 
astonishing sensation of weightless 
radiance, while the perfection of 
polished black glass commands the 
attention of anyone present. 

AAMSCO Lighting, Inc. 
Toll-free 800-221-9092 
Fax 843-278-0001 
aamsco.com 

John Kelly Furniture 

For over 20 years John Kelly has 
been traveling the world presenting 
his extensive collection of signature 
designs. View his entire collection 
of sustainable, contemporary fur­
nishings. Over 300 standard prod­
ucts in stock for immediate delivery. 

Shown: Perseus with Jl Tallboy 
Chest 

Tel. 212-625-3355 
johnkellyfurniture.com 

Fineline WoodWorks 
The Evolution of Classic 

Original seating designs hand­
crafted by the designer. Every 
piece of hardwood is individually 
selected for beauty and character. 
The jo inery is hand-f itted, curves 
are hand-shaped, and the o il and 
wax finish is hand-rubbed. 

Fineline Woodworks 
Ventura, CA 
finelineww.com 

MoMA Design Store 

The Museum of Modern Art's award­
winning holiday card line originated 
in 1954 and continues to present 
original ideas from contemporary 
artists and designers. MoMA's cards 
are unique in their combination of 
contemporary graphic design, high­
quality production, and interactive 
elements such as pop-ups. moving 
parts, and intricate paper engineering 

Get Your Hands On 
J Schatz 

1 0,000 wonder-certified ceramic 
products since 2004. Handmade in 
our New York studio one at a time. 
Egg Bird Feeders, Egg Bird Houses, 
Egg Planters, and more. Indulge in 
a moment of wonder with a J Schatz 
product today. 

Toll-free 866- 344-5267 
jschatz.com 

and assembly. Order three or more 
boxes and save 10 percent; MoMA 
members save 25 percent. 

Shown: Season's Greeters 
by Peagreen. 

Toll-free 800-447-6662 
MoMAstore.org 



roomservicestore.com 

With three stores in California, we 
manufacture modern sofas and wood 
and metal furniture in our downtown 
Los Angeles facility. We produce a 
modern mix o f Hollywood regency, 
mid-century modern, and earthy 
Aspen-modern style pieces. which 
can all be customized to fit any 
design space. 

Los Angeles, CA 
Tel. 323-692-9221 

Modern us 
Custom Modern Doors 

We offer a complete range of modern 
doors and wall systems for residential 
and commercial applications. Our 
custom doors are made in Italy and 
offer incredible value and lasting 
quality. They are made of aluminum. 
glass. and wood and come in 
different finishes. 

MODERN LIVING DONE WElL 

Zwello 
Modern Living Done Well 

From Ylighting comes Zwello, your 
source for museum-worthy modern 
furnishings. A collaboration with 
Droog Design and Rosenthal, this 
porcelain sponge is achieved by 
dipping a natural sponge in porce­
lain clay slip and then burning the 
sponge away in a kiln. Netherlands. 
$228. 

Shown: Sponge Vase by Marcel 
Wanders for Moooi 

Toll-free 800-236-9100 
zwello.com 

Visit our website or give us a call 
to learn more. 

Toll-free 800-755-8940 
Fax 888-630-9060 
modernus.com 

Distinctive Track Hardware 

Make a statement with sliding doors. 
Wide selection of styles, sizes, and 
finishes. Enhance offices, lofts, homes, 
and more with hardware that can 
transform any room. For fast, friendly, 
old-fashioned service give us a call I 
Mention this ad for a dealer discount. 

Guaranteed Lowest Price. 

Specialty Doors 
Toll-free 866-815-8151 
barndoorhardware.com 

Flush-to-the-Wall Doors 
Moderndoorsdirect 

Finally all standard U.S. sizes in 
stock. No need to modify openings. 
Beautiful exposed aluminum frame. 
Totally concealed · sass• hinges. 
Available primed and in many wood 
veneers. Wenge, ebony, zebra, etc. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Moderndoorsdirect 
180 N.E. 39th Street, Suite 222 
Miami, FL 33137 
Tel. 305-785-4015 
moderndoorsdirect.com 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or 
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof, 
washable, and removable. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu· 
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dogbar.com 



RAIS OPUS 
Winner of the Vesta Award 2008 

The Vesta Challenge award is given 
to manufacturers who are able, for the 
first time, to create a low-emissio n, 
wood-burning f ireplace and/or wood­
fired retrofit technology for existing 
wood-burning fireplaces. 

Like a compelling, minimalist sculp­
ture, the RAIS OPUS invites you to live 
life to the fullest with uninterrupted 
cozy fireside hours that just go on and 
on. It is pure craftsmanship from the 

Illuminated Stone 
Sculptures 

These contemporary, elegantly 
functional sculptures are hand­
carved from translucent stone and 
light designed by master sculptor 
Drew A. Schnierow. Each sculpture's 
play between light and form creates 
wondrously soothing life energy, 
brightening up your modern 
sanctuary. Please enjoy viewing 
the collection online. 

Toll-free 888-307-8180 
info@dasart.com 
dasart.com 

inside out. A high-tech masterpiece, 
the RAIS OPUS ensures fuel efficiency 
and environmental respect through 
optimal combustion. 

For more information on RAIS, Inc., 
and dealer locations, visit our website 
or contact RAIS customer service. 

Toll-free 888-724-7789 
rais.com 

Unicahome.com 
Style. Selection. Service 

Thoroughly modern yet evocative of 
vintage wooden toys, the Kuno Prey 
Christmas tree is a new twist on an 
old tradition. Standing five feet tall, 
the tree is crafted from industrial 
bottle brushes and painted wood. 

Visit our new showroom! 

3901 W. Russell Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89118 
Toll-free 888-898-6422 
unicahome.com 

Blend Creations 
Beauty, Warmth, and Harmony 
in Stainless Steel 

Blend Creations takes the 
utilitarian elegance of stainless steel 
and blends it with an array of textures 
and colors to result in jewelry that is 
imbued with a sense of culture, style, 
and vibrancy. 

Shown: Round "flower lace" 
engraved wood necklace 

blendcreations.com 

Lumens Light + Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

The best in modern lighting, fans, 
and home accessories. Offering 
an impressive selection of design­
focused chandeliers, pendants, 
rnonotail systems, bowls, sconces, 
table and floor lamps, and more. 
Find the best-known brands from 
Vibia, Artemide, Fine Art Lamps, 
FontanaArte, Foscarini, Flos, 
LBL, Tech, Modern Fan, Minka 
Aire, and Fanimation to the latest 
design-studio inspirations. 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

Just this year, award-winning 
Tasmanian artist Campbell Laird 
has been recognized by curators 
from SFMOMA and LACMA for 
his meditative abstractions. Join 
collectors from NYC, L.A., Tokyo, 
London, and Sydney. Archival, 
limited edition, eco-friendly artworks. 
Affordable, too! 

Piece shown: Avoca series 

Tel. 310-915-5319 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 
campbelllairdstudio.com 
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LIGHT + LIVING 

Modern accessories and furniture 
from Alessi, Angela Adams, Blomus, 
Blu Dot, Kartell, and more. 
Friendly, expert service. Low-price 
guarantee. Free shipping. 
Easy returns. 

Shown: Infinity Suspension Light 
byVibia 

Toll-free 877-445-4486 
lumens.com 



Menlo Designs 

Our comfortab le, durable chairs 
o f unusual beauty are exquisitely 
constructed by New England crafts­
men using our patented technology. 
Made from premium hard maple and 
Italian leather, Menlo chairs are suited 
for home, office, or public space. 

Toll-free 877·33-MENLO 
info@menlodesigns.com 
menlodesigns.com 

Specialty Glass Doors 
Made With the World's Finest Hardware 

Glass transforms space with color, 
light, and patterns. Doors that can be 
frosted or acid-etched offer varying 
degrees of translucency for privacy 
and design. 
Specialty glass doors provide safety· 
rated laminated glass that captures 
a wide variety of organic materials 
such as bamboo, leafs, grass, and 
flowers. We will prepare the doors for 
receiving the appropriate hardware 
and ship the complete system as an 
engineered package. 

Make Your Statement 
Your Own 

Using materials found in modern 
design, we bring a fresh contempo· 
rary approach to printing and finish­
ing your photos and graphics. 

Shop our innovative designs 
or challenge us with your 
custom request. 

Come visit. 

DigMyPhoto.com 

Our friendly experienced staff is 
totally at your service. 

Specialty Doors 
Toll-free 866·815-8151 
Specialtydoors.com 

Wood and Metal Cubes 

With exotic designer finishes and 
modern lines, Cubes go everywhere. 
Lounge, living room, bedside, and 
more. They're light enough to pick 
up and solidly constructed for use 
as seating. Featuring Chemetal and 
Treefrog Veneer finishes. Buy online 
at interiorS 1.com. 

Toll-free 800·807-7341 
interiorS 1.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the 
Modern Lollygagger 

100 percent recycled plastic. 
Maintenance free. 
Commercial/residential. 

Not your grandma's Adorondack chair. 

Shown: 4-5/at Adirondack in Leaf. 

lolldesigns.com 

Modern Inspiration 
Furnishings.com 

Ship ping always included. Easy navi· 
gation. Cool-clean-contemporary. 
Don't worry about the cost of ship ­
ping anymore-it's included! Modern 
furniture for all your living spaces is 
right here, so go ahead. shop from 
the comfort of your home or office, 
then sit back and wait for 
your delivery! 

Toll-free 877-823-8319 
moderninsp irationfurnishings.com 
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SCULPT 
GARDENS 

Sculpt Gardens, Inc. 
We can transform your outdoor area. 
Sculpt Gardens uses natural elements 
as sculptural mediums to create 
low-maintenance landscapes built 
to fit your lifestyle. You will further 
enjoy your leisure time at home, 
and relax- or become inspired-in 
your customized corner 
of the outdoors. 

San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-553-7737 
sculpt-gardens.com 



Mat the Basics 
Textures You Have to Touch 

The production of handmade 
carpets has a long tradition on the 
banks of the Ganges River-for 
generations d istinctive works have 
been created there. This is also true 
of Mat the Basics, a family business 
dating back a half-century. The 
company p ioneers a new type of 
rug- by combining materials and 
weaving techniques, it is able to 

nestliving 
furniture + light, etc. 

Artek celebrates the 75th anniversary 
of the iconic Aalto stool 60 in three 
primary colors: red, b lue, and yellow 
nestliving is proud to offer timeless 
Scandinavian design from Artek, Louis 
Poulsen, littala, Tonfisk, and LeKlint. 
Free shipping to mainland USA. 

Toll-free 866-905-8080 
nest-living.com 
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create structures and textures that are 
new and exciting. RugMark-certifi ed 
creations made entirely by hand 
by skilled weavers, using the best 
materials. 

Shown: Bergamo Blue 

info@matcointl.com 
mat-thebasics.com 

H530 Insert 
Strong Flames and Heartwarming 

The Danish Modern H530 Insert 
transforms an open fireplace into 
a highly efficient heating source. 
Higher combustion temperatures 
and lower atmospheric emissions 
make burning wood green and 
environmentally responsib le. 
In matte black or gray. 

Wittus-Fire by Design 
Tel. 914-764-5679 
wittus.com 
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VIRO® CORE 
COLLECTION 

Thirty creative fibers for indoor or 
outdoor application. Ready to ship 
anywhere globally within three weeks 
of order. UV-tested, weather-resistant 
and 100-percent recyclable. Viro fiber 
is the greener solution for all-weather 
wicker. For more information, call or 
visit our website. 

Tel. 818-885-8981 
vi rofiber.com 

~Fire 

The Fire Farm collection 
LBCLighting.com 

LBCLighting .com features the cre­
ative and engineering direction of 
Adam Jackson Pollock of Fire Farm 
and explores new lig hting materials 
and ideas that define space and 
create exciting environments. 

Shown above: Ariel ceiling flush 
mount in double layers of folded 
copper mesh; Bella Luna with ele­
gant metal frame and gold dupioni 
silk shade; Tympani chandelier 
in white shantung silk; jeweled 
Corona chandelier in hemp muslin; 

stevearts.com 
Original Oil Paintings 

Paintings of the new modern 
landscape by California artist 
Steve Hodowsky. See what moves 
you online now at stevearts.com. 
All paintings reasonably priced. 
Contact us for a full list. Commissions 
accepted. Remember, art is a g ift. 

Tel. 310-409-3730 
info@stevearts.com 

and Harlequin Square in diamond 
folds of natural hemp. All shades are 
removable for cleaning. 

Vis it our website at 
www.LBCLighting .com for 
more lighting selections. 

Free shipping. Fast service. 
Price-match guarantee. 

Toll free 800-522-0407 
lbclighting.com 



A & D Building 
800-677-6278 
merchandisemart.com 

Acura 
acura.com 

AFM Safecoat 
619-239-0321 
afmsafecoat.com 

Alessi 
877-253-7747 
alessi.com 

American Institute of Architects 
202-626-7300 
aia.org 

Ann Sacks 
annsacks.com 

Artemide 
631-694-9292 
artemide.us 

ASKO 
800-898-1879 
askousa.com 

Bang & Olufsen America, Inc. 
bang-olufsen.com 

BDI 
bdiusa.com 

Best Buy 
bestbuy.com 

Blu Dot 
612-782-1844 
bludot.com 

BoConcept 
boconcept.us 

Bugaboo 
800-460-2922 
bugaboo.com 

Cadillac 
800-333-4CAD 
Cadillac.com 

Caesarstone Quartz Surfaces 
877-978-2789 
caesarstoneus.com 

Calligaris 
calligaris.it 

Cherner Chairs 
866-243-7637 
chernerchair.com 

Crate & Barrel 
800-996-9960 
crateandbarrel.com 

Crypt on 
800-CRYPTON 
cryptonfabric.com 

Contact Our 
Advertisers 

ddc 
ddcnyc.com 

Delta Brizo 
877-345-BRIZO 
brizo.com 

Design Centro Italia 
808-836-9037 
italydesign.com 

Dyson 
dyson.com 

Eileen Fisher 
eileenfisher.com 

Empyrean 
thedwellhomes.com 

epOxyGreen 
epoxygreen.com 

Epson 
epson.com 

Ernestomeda 
ernestomeda.com 

Ethan Allen 
ethanallen.com 

FLOS 
631-549-2745 
flos.com 

Ford 
fordvehicles.com 

GE 
geappliances.com 

Hansgrohe 
800-334-0455 
hansgrohe-usa.com 

Hastens 
hastens.com 

Heath Ceramics 
heathceramics.com 

Henrybuilt 
henrybuilt.com 

Heritage Custom Cabinetry 
717-351 -1700 
heritagecabinetry.biz 

Hewlett-Packard 
hp.com/go/hpwireless 

Highbrow Furniture 
888-329-0219 
highbrowfurniture.com 

Hive 
866-MOD-HIVE 
hivemodern.com 

Hunter Douglas 
800-327-8953 
hunterdouglas.com 

When contacting our advertisers, 
please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 

Jaguar Pian ca 
jaguar.com 877-PIANCA7 

pianca.it 
Jeld-Wen Windows & Doors 
jeld-wen.com Pioneer 

pioneerelectronics.com 
Knoll 5pace 
knollspace.com Poliform 

888-POLIFORM 
Konzuk poliformusa.com 
888-858-7793 
konzuk.com Raumplus 

206-204-0112 
La Cantina raumplusna.com 
866-774-0898 
lacantinadoors.com Roche Bobois 

800-972-8375, dept. 100 
Lacava roche-bobois.com 
888-522-2823 
lacava.com Room & Board 

800-486-6554 
Laufen roomandboard.com 
866-696-2493 
laufen.com/usa Samuel Heath 

212-S99-0575 
Ligne Rosel samuel-heath.com 
800-BY-ROSET 
ligne-roset-usa.com Sanus 

sanus.com 
LG 
lge.com Scavolini 

011-39-07214431 
Lu mens scavolini.com 
877-445-4486 
lumens.com Schonbek Worldwide Lighting, Inc. 

800-836-1892 
Lutron schonbek.com 
800-523-9466 
lutron.com Seventh Generation 

800-456-1191 
Maharam seventhgeneration.com 
800-645-3943 
ma ha ram.com Southwest Wind Power 

928-779-9463 
Mastercard windenergy.com 
priceless.com 

Spark Modern Fires 
Miele 866-938-3846 
800-843-7231 sparkfires.com 
miele.com 

Swaroski Crystal Palace 
Minotti 866-272-5423 
240-441-1001 swaroskicrystalpalace.com 
minotti.com 

Symmons Industry 
Netherlands Board of Tourism 800-SYMMONS 
cool capitals.com symmons.com 

Odegard The Sliding Door Co. 
800-6 70-8836 sl idingdoorco.com 
odegardinc.com 

Trusted ID 
Paul Frank Industries 800-221 -1 153 
949-515· 7950 trustedid.com/dwell 
paulfrank.com 

Vitra 
Pedini 212-929-3626 
800-404-0004 vitra.com 
pediniusa.com 

YLighting 
888-888-4449 
yl ighting.com 
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Make room for life 
With Sanus Systems, you'll always get smart design, high quality and 
patented technology. Our new, 1nnovat1ve products are easy to install 

and easy to use, giving you more time to en1oy cherished moments 

with friends and family. Learn more at www.SANUS.com. 
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48 Dwell.com 
How Green Are You Contest 
dwell.com/greencontest 
Dwell Playlist 
dwell.com/podcast 
My House 
dwell.com/myhouse 
Challenge Your Imagination 
dwell.com/caesarstonechallenge 

87 My House 
Anderson Anderson Architecture 
andersonanderson.com 
Santa Fe Opera 
santafeopera.org 
Steel cladding by Mesa Steel 
Tel: 505-474-6811 
Malta wood-burning stove by Rais 
rais.com 

Spiral staircase by The Iron Shop 
theironshop.com 
Washbasins by Lacava 
lacava.com 

Techno low-profile faucets by Cifial 
cifialusa.com 
Ceramic cooktop by Kiippersbusch 
kuppersbuschusa.com 
Alea kitchen cabinets by Varenna 
varenna.com 
Duo-Pane insulating glass windows and 
doors by Western Window Systems 
westernwindowsystems.com 
Grand piano by Schimmel 
schimmel-piano.de 
Wassily chairs and Laccio tables 
by Marcel Breuer and white side table 
by Eero Saarinen for Knoll 
knoll.com 
Red plastic armchairs by Charles and 
Ray Eames for Herman Miller 
hermanmiller.com 
Adjustable Table E by Eileen Gray 
for ClassiCon 
classicon.com 
Zumi stools by Shuichiro Koizumi 
for Offi 
offi.com 

Series 7 black counter stools 
by Arne Jacobsen for Fritz Hansen 
fritzhansen.com 
Akari Light Sculpture table lamp 
by lsamu Noguchi 
noguchi.org/akarishop.html 
Nesso orange table lamp 
by Giancarlo Mattioli and 
Eos and Mini Flap suspension lights 
by Zebulon for Artemide 
artemide.com 
PH 5 pendant lights 
by Poul Henningsen and 
Nyhavn Maxi pendant lamps 
by Alfred Homann for Louis Poulsen 
louispoulsen.com 
Saucer lamp by George Nelson 
from Modernica 
modernica.net 
Le Klint LK172 lights 
by Poul Christiansen and 
LK102 lights by Tove and Edvard 
Kindt-Larsen from Hive 
hivemodern.com 

Kitchen painting by Michael Edge 
mikeedge.net 
Yellow painting by Toshi Miki 
tosh imiki.com 

1 00 Off the Grid 
Agathom Co. 
agathom.com 
SCI-Arc 
sciarc.edu 
Excel NE composting toilet by Sun-Mar 
sun-mar.com 

Hardoy chairs by Jorge Ferrari Hardoy 
for Knoll 
knoll.com 

110 Dwell Reports 
Method 
method home.com 
CG Appliance 
cgappliance.com 

114 Archive 
Joseph Allen Stein 
wikipedia,,org/ wiki/ Joseph_Allen_Stein 
Sevagram Ashram 
mkgandhi.org/sevagram/default.htm 
Bengal Engineering College 
becs.ac.inv 
Building in the Garden: 
The Architecture of Joseph Allen Stein 
in India and California 
by Stephen White (OUP India, 1995) 
India International Centre 
iicdelhi.nic.in 
India Habitat Centre 
indiahabitat.org 
Ford Foundation HQ 
fordfound.org 
World Wildlife Fund 
worldwildlife.org 
UNICEF 
unicef.org/india 
American Embassy School 
aes.ac.in 

Robert Royston 
postwarportfolio.com 
Ladera Community Association 
laderaonl ine.org 

122 Outside 
LZT Architects 
lztarchitects.com 
Fay Jones 
fayjones.org 
Thorncrown Chapel 
thorncrown.com 

1 28 Perfect Pitch 
The North Face 
thenorthface.com 

130 iT House, Joshua Tree 
Taal man l<och Architecture 
tkarchitecture.com 
Joshua Tree National Park 
nps.gov/jotr 
Dia:Beacon 
diabeacon.org 
Pioneertown 
pioneertown.com 
Bosch aluminum framing system 
from Automation Controls 
boschrexroth-us.com 
automationcontrols.com 



Door glass and windows 
from Metal Window Corp. 
metalwindowcorp.com 
FiberTite roofing membrane system 
fibertite.com 
Solar panels by Evergreen Solar 
evergreensolar.com 
Wall panels by Polygal 
polygal.com 
Roofing by Epic Metals Corp. 
epicmetals.com 
Curtains by Elodie Blanchard 
elasticco.com 

b3 kitchen system by Bulthaup 
bulthaup.com 
Ceramic cooktop by Gaggenau 
gaggenau.com 
Kitchen appliances from Servwell 
servwellappliances.com 
Custom cabinetry and carved wood 
block by Architects and Systems 32 
Tel: 310·677-8490 
Fireplace by Doug Garofalo for Fireorb 
fireorb.net 
Kitchen island lamps by Louis Poulsen 
louispoulsen.com 
Yin & Yang three-seater sofa 
and Pigalle easy armchair 
by Kenneth Cobonpue 
kennethcobonpue.com 
Lounge and dining chairs by Gwapa, 
Cork stools by Jasper Morrison, 
Dickies chairs by Anthony Kleinepier. 
and Double Round table lamps by 
Marcel Wanders, for Moooi 
moooi.com 
Antler wall sconce by Jason Miller 
millerstudio.us 
Felt shade floor lamp by Tom Dixon 
tomdixon.net 
Furniture throughout from 
Twentieth Art & Design 
twentieth. net 
Happy D. tub, sink, and toilet 
by Sieger Design for Dura vit 
duravit.com 
Shower system by Grohe 
grohe.com 
Resin panel by 3Form 
3-form.com 

138 Floating House , Lalce Huron 
MOS Architects 
mos-office.net 
Blackwell Bowick Structural 
Engineering 
blackwellbowick.com 
Penfold Construction 
Tel: 705-366-2519 
Furniture throughout by Room & Board 
roomandboard.com 
Wishbone chairs by Hans Wegner 
for Carl Hansen & Son 
carlhansen.com 
Tolomeo lamp by Artemide 
artemide.com 
Slat bench by George Ne Ison 
for Herman Miller 
hermanmiller.com 
Canvas art throughout 
by Owenemma Photography 
owenemma.com 
Bears art throughout by Marc Tetro 
marktetro.com 
Blankets and fabric by Olean a 
oleana.no 

146 Lavaflow 4, The Big Island 
Steely Architecture 
craigsteely.com 
Cyclone dining table 
by lsamu Noguchi for Knoll 
knoll.com 
Oh dining chairs 
by Karim Rashid for Umbra 
umbra.com 
Dining room credenza painting 
by Arthur Johnsen 
arthurjohnsen.com 
Scola bathroom sinks for Duravit 
duravit.com 
lpe flooring and sliding doors 
by Aronson Construction 
Tel: 808-345-9492 
Corrugated siding by Colorbond 
colorbond.com 
Outdoor shower glass by Bend helm 
bendheim.com 

160 Concepts 
Murphy/Jahn 
murphyjahn.com 
Mercy Housing 
mercyhousing.org 
City of Chicago Dept. of Housing 
cityofchicago.org 
Transsolar 
Tel: 212-219-2255 
Solargenix Energy, LLC 
solargenixchicago.com 
Aerotecture International 
aerotecture.com 
Frank Gehry 
foga.com 
Norman Foster 
fosterandpartners.com 

166 Essay 
Turquoise Mountain 
turquoisemountain.org 

HESCO Bastion Ltd 
hesco.com 
Sere na Hotels 
serenahotels.com 
Professor Robert Gifford 
web.uvic.ca/psyc/gifford 
United Nations Development 
Programme 
undp.org 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
Ministry of Education 
moe.gov.af 

172 Detour 
Sebastian lrarrazaval 
sebastianirarrazaval.com 
Torres del Paine National Park 
torresdelpaine.com 
San Pedro de Atacama 
sanpedroatacama.com 
Indigo Patagonia Hotel 
ind igopatagonia.com 
Pontificia Universidad Cat61ica de Chile 
UC. cl 

Chapel los Benedlctinos 
benedictinos.cl 
Liguria Restaurant/Bar 
liguria.cl 

204 Theme Attic 
Agents of Change 
theaoc.co.uk 



THEME ATTIC AGENTS OF CHANGE 

Proposed for a small island off the west 
coast of England, this hybrid hotel-housing 
development by London's Agents of 
Change blurs the line between the built 
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and the grown. Through its form, including 
elevated walkways and a massive roof 
garden that spirals around the island 
in a canopy, the p roject aims to provide 

all inhabitants-residents and tourists, 
puffins a nd squirrels, polypods and grass­
a way to take shelter from the elements and 
make a piece of built space their own. 0 

Cc. 
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Save energy while 
enhancing your space. 

Install Lutron dimmers to save energy and create 
inviting, comfortable spaces at home or work. 

Visit www.lutron.com/green to find out 
how much you can save. 

Find Lutron products locally at select home centers, 
lighting showrooms, electrical distributors, through 
your electrical contractor, or call 1-866-299-2073. 

*Sources: Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
U.S. Department of Energy, and Lutron sales data. 

New! Vierti™ single-touch dimmer saves 
energy with style. 

save 
energy 
with 
Lutron 
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