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"Sexy." "Stealthy." "Fuel-Sippy." 
Meet the all-new CC. The most critically acclaimed Volkswagen ever. 



I 

I 
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Black Rocks 4170 
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Basa It Black 618ST 

Dusty Stones 4040 

CaesarStone's unique ingenuity and ability to influence trends can be captured in a remarkable 
new lineup of surfaces that push the boundaries of creativity. The Color Expression '09 
Collection offers an impressive recycled line, a new matte-hammered texture, and the first 
and only black metallic-accent surface - all covered for life by our Lifetime· Warranty. 

To learn more about CaesarStonie's Color Expression '09 Collection, 
please visit www.CaesarStoneUS.com/expression 

• Some restrictions apply. Copies of our Lifetime Warranty are available at authorized dealers. 
Learn more by visiting www.CaesarStoneUS.com or calling 877.978.2789. 

Metallic Black 7185 
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SEMIGOOD SAYS RELAX 
The Rian Cantilever Stool and all of the wood products 
at Semigood Design are made to order and assembled at our 
facilities here in the United States. This, along with sourcing our 
wood from FSC certified forests in the Northeast, allows us 
to greatly diminish our impact on fuel and transportation 
resources. We take pride in delivering a product that is not 
only built to last, it has a conscience as well. 



Semigood's Rian Stool 
Shop for the comfort of your 
home at our online store 
semigoods.com 

Test drive one at the 
FORDBRADY showroom 
720 North Figueroa, Los Angeles 
fordbrady.com 
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Dover Bath Bar by 

Can be mounted verhcally or hor1zontalty 

LBL Lighting 

Better Lighting . Better Living. 

Offering the best in modern lighting. fans and home 

accessories. Find LBL. Artemide. Flos. FontanaArte. 

Holtk()tter. Hubbardton Forge. Tech. Modern Fan and 

more. Great accessories and furniture from Alessi. 

Blu Dot. Kartell and other fine manufacturers. 

Lumens com 
LIGHT + LIVING 

877445.4486 

www.lumens.com 





Learning From 
Down Under 
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Editor's Note 

Z4 
Learning From Down Under 
Dwell has been yabbering about living it 
up Down Under for years, so we fossicked 
through our back issues to map out our 
eight-year walkabout. 

Dwellings 

Z8 
Site Unseen 
Two Aussies living in England mustered up 
the courage to buy an acre of land in Noosa, 
140 clicks north of Brizzie, without having 
laid eyes on it. The result: a modern take on 
Queensland vernacular. 
Story by Jaime Gross 
Photos by Richard Powers 

.86 
A Measured Approach 
Architect Brian Zulaikha's open-plan 
home-highlighted by an exoskeleton 
of decks, perfect for taking a squizz 
over Sydney Harbour-proves life is 
good in the Lucky Country. 
Story by Marcus Trimble 
Photos by Roger D'Souza 

94 
Nature Nurtured 
In a land of epically proportioned homes, 
one designing Kiwi couple quietly tucks 
a trapezoidal live-work space into the 
spectacular surroundings. 
Story by Jeremy Hansen 
Photos by Stephen Oxenbury 

102 
Ace in the Home 
Among t he heaps of handsome houses, 
we think these seven are dinky-di beauts. 
Story by Geoff M anaugh, Aaron Britt, 
Sarah Rich, and Miyoko Ohtake 

Cover: Macleod-Bellemo Residence, 
Melbourne, Australia, page 53 
Photo by Prue Ruscoe 
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Cantoni. White Hot in 2009. 

The Wilshire Collection is dedicated to the color white and the 

creation of cool , clean modern spaces. For Italian style in modern 

home furnishings, for inspired interior design, for a vast selection -

in stock - delivery and installation, Cantoni. 

To see the complete collection and all our great designs, visit a 
Cantoni showroom or cantonl.com/wllshire 

canton1. 
Great Design Is a Way of Life 

Atlanta 1011 Monroe Drive, 404.881 .8111 
Dallas 4800 A lpha Road, 972.934.9191 
Houston 9889 Westheimer Road, 713.787.9494 
Irvine 8650 Research Drive, 949.585.9191 
Los Angeles 420 N. La Brea Avenue, 323.634.0909 

cantoni.com 877.881.9191 



The twenty-first century modern designs of Turkel Design, 

produced by Lindal Cedar Homes, have been selected for 

the Dwell Home Collection. 

The Lindal Experience 2009: Innovation and trad ition. 

Inspiration and predictability. Well-planned architecture 

delivered through time-honored building systems, enduring 

enough to earn a lifetime structural warranty and sustainable 

enough to be the first to participate in the NAHB National 

Green Building Program in all 50 states. A refined, 

personalized planning process provided by independent 

Lindal dealers throughout North America and internationally. 

Learn more about the Turkel Design 

Linda! homes, Linda! Green Coast to Coast, 

locate the nearest Linda! dealer, or order 

our award winning planbook. 

Just mention special code DWTW at 

lindal.com/dwell or call 1-888-4LINDAL. 

ALindal 
CEDAR HO MES 

'. . .. 
NATURALLY LINDAL 
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30 
Dwell.com 
Distraught without Dwell between issues? 
She' ll be right, mate. Log on to dwell.com 
for more products, furniture, and houses 
we love. 

33 
In the Modern World 
Helvetica director Gary Hustwit debuts 
his new film Objectified, while top chefs 
in roadside trailers cook up feasts that 
won't cost you big bikkies. 

53 
My House 
Though they make a quid as sculptors, 
Cat Macleod and Michael Bellemo took 
on the art of architecture when they 
printed an image of one of their works 
onto corrugated plastic and used it to 
clad their own home. 

6.0 
Off the Grid 
Located on a New Zealand island lacking 
municipal water, electricity, and sewage 
facilities, this home is self-sufficient, from 
harvesting rainwater to generating electricity. 

66 
Dwell Reports 
Our expert spent an arvo lounging on 
chaise longues to decide which would 
make the short list. 

zo 
Conversation 
Environa Studio principals share their visions 
of sustainability and how the kitchen of 
the future needn't be a room at all. Roll the 
amber fluid fridge our way. 

' 126 
Sourcing 

CONTENTS 

Strewth! Where can I buy that bed? you ask. 
Our Sourcing page is your personal 411. 

128 
Theme Attic 

' Eleven-year-old Aussie artist Moofus draws 
his idea of a grouse house, complete wit h 
solar panels .and an indoor skate ramp. 

"There's an old saying that a passive 
house needs an active occupant." 

Tone Wheeler of Environa Studio 
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logical homes 
light+ space resolved™ 

next-generation 
prefab 

logical homes.com 
the images of these cool-looking houses and any other cool things on this page are copyright () 2008 logical homes lie 
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The Dwell Lounge Chair. 

Design by Ralph Rapson. 

Naps by you. 
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Down Is Up 
A few years ago I half jokingly suggested we dedicate 
an issue of Dwell to Australia. My colleagues chuckled 
and summarily moved on, but the idea stuck in my 
mind until now. Year in and year out, we have made 
a point of tracking down great projects from all over the 
United States, but categorically the homes that came 
to us from Down Under seemed to be in a different 
league altogether. How was it that these homes had 
fully integrated sustainable features light-years ahead 
of the curve? Were modestly scaled and unpretentious? 
Employed an original aesthetic language? And without 
fail, offered designs that were contextually relevant? 
Architects had once fled the country-the controversial 
story of J 0rn Utzon and the Sydney Opera House comes 
to mind-but how things have changed. 

Because my own knowledge of the place is largely 
based on Picnic at Hanging Rock, Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, and Crocodile Dundee, I turned to my Australian 
colleague Michael Sylvester for answers.After pointing 
out that, like much of the developed world, Australia 
has its fair share of suburban dreck, and that those 
expecting a Dwell Home on every corner would be 
sorely disappointed, he graciously and astutely offered 
the following five factors that have contributed to 
Australia's advanced domestic designs: 

1. A demanding ecology 
Australia is generally a very arid country. Water-usage restrictions 
are common in major cities. Average citizens in Sydney or Brisbane 
are very aware of rules concerning when and how they can wash 
their cars or water plants in their gardens. With these usage restric
tions sustained, the mainstream discussion of the practical impacts 
of resource management feeds into broad awareness of issues of 
sustainability. These values carried into design schools.At architec
ture schools in the mid-1980s, many teachers were aggressively 
pushing the merits of passive solar design and resource efficiency
ideas born out of the 1970s energy crisis. 

2-Mvthic isolation 
Australia was Jong thought to suffer from a "cultural cringe"-a form 
of inferiority complex developed in a colonial outpost.Australia never 
had a war for independence and struggled to forge a national identity. 
Being removed from the rest of the world geographically, some 
Australians developed a sense of inferiority while others cultivated 
a proud passion for building a unique identity. In the design world, 
the cultural cringe is dead and buried-Australians now feel proud that 
they have a unique design voice that is born of their time and place. 

Sam Grawe, Editor-in-Chief 
sam@dwell.com 

Dwell 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

Much like the United States has the pioneering push westward 
as a facet of national identity, Australia has a mythic archetype of the 
hardy colonial farmer who came from comfortable Europe to discover 
an enormous land of challenges.Out in the "bush," pioneers worked 
hard in isolation and made a future with meager resources. Victory 
was predicated not on wealth but rather on beating the odds. 

3. PJOnouncecl egalitarianism 
Australians believe in a "fair go" for everyone. Entitled elites or the 
pompous have little truck. This egalitarianism has led to a more 
socialist form of democracy and capitalism than is typical here 
in the United States. I would argue that it also caps ostentation in 
design. "Luxury" takes on humbler forms through craftsmanship 
rather than veneer. 

4. Economic prosperity 
Australians have an enviable standard of living. The country is well 
managed economically and has experienced a couple of decades of 
economic expansion-no silly dotcom bubbles or subprime lunacy. 
Unfettered greed that damages others is not tolerated. Prosperity 
is widespread, and there is a lot of money chasing good design. 

s. outdoor lifestyle 
Australians love the outdoors. They love sports and recreation, 
particularly the beach. Look at the Olympics medal tally and adjust 
the medals per country by population and you will see that per capita 
Australia (population 20 million) wins by a mile (a kilometre, actually). 
We have very diverse climates but most people live in temperate 
zones that allow for year-round outdoor activity. When your average 
person enjoys and respects the environment, that respect is neces
sarily carried over into how one designs and treats the earth. 

We also venture to New Zealand to explore its cache 
of creatively and sensitively designed houses. While 
New Zealanders face different climatic and contextual 
challenges and would likely off er a different set of 
factors that have contributed to their architectural 
developments, the connections warrant association. 

It would be foolish to suggest that we can import 
Australia's and New Zealand's architecture wholesale 
to the United States. For decades, design decisions here 
have largely been dictated by choice, not necessity. 
By examining a building culture where people have 
adapted to and accommodated nature's extremes not 
out of want but out of need, creating an existence that 
is not only passable but also enjoyable we stand to gain 
from their hard-learned lessons. Leaming from Las Vegas 
may have offered a revolution for architectural education 
in the 1970s, but in this new era of environmentalism, 
the time has come to learn from Down Under. llDI 
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Your unique style. Our unique price. 
Building? Decorating? Remodeling? 

Don't buy another thing until you've attended a free DirectBuy Open House. 
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LETTERS 

In Memoriam: J"rn Utzon 1918-2008 
Danish architect J0rn Utzon, who 

recently passed away at age 90, never 
visited his most famous work, the 

Sydney Opera House, though it's vis

ited by over two million people each 
year. Utzon's early ambition was to 

become a naval engineer like his 

father, but an artistic uncle sparked in 
him an interest in architecture, which 

transformed into a design aesthetic 

responsive to nature and a site's sur

roundings. During WWII, he worked 

under mentor Alvar Aalto in Finland, 

and at age 38, he became the unlikely 

winner of the Sydney Opera House 
competition w ith his design of sail

like shells, based on the geometry of 

an orange. In 1962, Utzon moved to 
Sydney but left in 1966- seven years 

before construction was completed

when the local minister for public 

works suspended his salary over 

budget and schedule conflicts. Utzon 
relocated to Majorca, Spain, where 

he spent most of the remainder of 

his life and designed his lesser-known 
masterpieces, including the Kuwait 

National Assembly and the Church 

in Bagsvaerd, Denmark. 

Kudos to the Dwell designers who 
brought a new dimension to the maga

zine with the vertical orientation of 
pages 128 through 159, especially the 

Edward Burtynsky quarry photographs 
(November 2008). Let's hope we see 

more double-truck layouts in future 

issues. Your fine publication inspires 

even those of us who do not design 
g rand houses like the one in Abiquiu 

("My House"). 

Ben Laime 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

I downloaded the Zinio digital maga

zine reader and bought a subscription 

to Dwell. Thirty minutes later and half 
way through my first-ever digiital maga

zine, your November 2008 issue, I was 

thrilled to bits and had decided that 

I'd never again need to order another 

p rint subscription. 
Then I hit page 128- and started 

cursing. There is no effective way to 
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read the sideways layout using the 
Zinio reader; there is no way to rotate 

the pages and the keyboard shortcuts 

that work so well for a standard layout 
become useless. Unless I want to stand 

my laptop on its edge, I have no way 

to read the cover story. And without a 
laptop, reading it would be completely 

impossib le. So with my first digital 

issue I've already run into the need 

to buy the paper version as well. 
I'm sure you guys are not thrilled by 

the idea of being constrained by the 

layout limitations of a digital magazine 
reader, but as more and more people 

attempt to go green, digital magazines 
are obviously the wave of the future. 

Could you please try to stick to a con

ventional layout that is readable with 

a laptop in its standard position? 

Danielle Arvanitis 

Dallas, Texas 

Editors' Note: We're glad you subscribed 
to the digital edition but sorry it was 
lost in t ranslation. Hopefully you were 
able to view the print copy and enjoy 
the vertical layouts-though you won't 
need to for every issue. 

What happened to the Dwell staff that 
could possibly explain the t itanic lapse 

in judgment evident in the November 

issue, beginning with page 126? While 
reading, I first thought: Well, this is a 

stupid advertiser-why would they run 

an ad sideways? It's impossible to read 
in that format and my guess is that 

97 percent of readers would not bother 

to turn the magazine. Who wants to 
exercise while they are reading? 

I swiftly turned the page, only to 

be confronted with an actual article 
("Perfect Pitch") also sideways. Yikes! 

I quickly turned the page from this 

second offense, and ... yet another two 

pages turned sideways. Did the entire 
Dwell staff miss Magazine Graphics 

101, where the number-one rule is to 

never make it hard to read an issue? 
Your graphic disaster continued all 

the way to page 159; that's 33 hard-to
read, difficult-to-handle, and exceed

ingly annoying pages. 

Ross MacTaggart 

Sent via email 

I was pleasantly surprised as I turned 

pages 128 through 159 in your 

November 2008 issue. I appreciate 
it very much that you challenge our 
perceptions of design not only through 

journalism and photography but also 

through the ways that they're present

ed. Keep up the good work. 

John Ferguson Jr. 

Kensington, California 

The Taal man-Koch family (" iT House, 

Joshua Tree,'' November 2008) put 
a lot of effort into building an environ

mentally friendly house, so the sight .,.. 

Dwell 
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of their d aughter in d isposable d ia

pers struck a d iscordant note. Cloth 

d iapers would certain ly be more con

sistent with the low-enviro nmental 

impact they are trying to achi·eve. 

Judi Duncan 
Sent via email 

I enjoy much o f the architectu re fea

tured in Dwell; however, this month's 

cover strikes at t he ultimate arrogance 

of desig n: some wealthy indiv idual 

who owns three acres of land o n a 

secluded lakefront builds in a locatio n 

where no o ne can avoid seeing his 

home ("Floating House, Lake Huron," 

November 2008). The owner refers 

to the island as "my heaven" a nd 

d escribes the proposed build ings as 

a "necklace" around the island. I won

der how the fo lks who don't own that 

slice of heaven feel about what once 

was an unobstructed shoreline. 

Mike Burdo 
Sent via email 

Your November 2008 issue arr ived 

in o ur mailbox the very same day my 

architect husband re turned from a 

yearlong dep loyment t o Iraq. Typically 

I d evour Dwell the day it arr ives, but 

(understandably) it took me a few 

days to read it this time around. I was 

delig hted to come across Charles 

Montgomery's essay "The Good Earth," 

which intersects two seeming ly d ispa

rate aspects o f our life: modern desig n 

and the m ilitary. Dwel l inspires me 

regularly, but thank you for p ublishing 

something that tru ly hit close to home. 

I shouldn't speak for h im, b ut I suspect 

my husband has seen enough HESCOs 

to last him a lifet ime. 

Alison Kerr 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

I used to look forward to getting my 

monthly Dwell magazine, but after 

about six issues I'm beginning to tire 

of the box aesthet ic. All the home 

designs are beginning to look alike: 

flat roofs, cedar siding, and clerestory 

w indows. I thoug ht Dwell celebrated 

design made for living, but te ll me how 

the house o n the front of the October 

2008 issue ("Plains Gold") is l ivable. 

Who in their rig ht m ind would want 
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to trek up and down 16 stairs with 

young kids and g roceries? I can under

stand if t hey were living in a flood 

p lain but really, the treehouse analogy 

seems contrived. I'm sorry, but the 

articles are getting stale. 

Yun Yee Chow 
Toronto, Ontario 

On page 175 o f the October 2008 

issue ("Plains Gold") you p ictured a 

bathroom cabinet with slid ing doors. 

It looks like it 's made of fiberg lass 

and reinforced with a metal o f some 

kind. Is th is a custom p iece or is it 

availab le for p urchase? W hat are the 

sliding panels made of? Many thanks. 

Christopher Peterson 
New York, New York 

Editors' Note: Architect and homeowner 
Jamie Darnell designed the cabinet, 
and Don Graden, who constructed all the 
cabinetry throughout the house, built it. 
The bathroom cabinet is made of Baltic 
birch plywood with a Formica countertop. 
The doors are made from 3form Varia 
panels in the "cirque" graphic style, 
available from 3-form.com. For more 
information or to contact Darnell, visit 
eldoradoarchitects.com. 

I love your magazine : Dwell inspired 

us to make our 1949 cottage here in 

Waikiki the envy o f our neighborhood 

by including many ideas from the 

pages o f your magazine. 

I was interested to see your article 

about Honolulu ("Detour," October 

2008). but what a d isappointment. 

Those were some of the worst p ictures 

I have ever seen in a magazine article

ever. Even your surf shot showed 

no surf! Our sky is b lue so you must 

have been here during a vog (volcanic 

smog) day. Too bad you m issed the 

great Hawaiian colo rs and our new 

environmentally friendly build ings. 

The focus on dead architects and 

Dean Sakamoto was another bummer. 

I agree with your article that most 

of their build ings are inhumane and, 

on close inspection, very ugly. Why 

promote these no-talent, o ld-fashioned 

hacks? Your writer and photographer 

did not d ig very deeply and the article 

d id not capture what is going on out 

here in Hawaii. 

Maybe you can visit another t ime 

and get someone to explo re beyond 

the Honolulu Magazine and Honolulu 
Weekly cover artic les that we have to 

put up w ith in our local media. I really 

expected something better from Dwell. 

Sti l l love your magazine and w il l 

continue to seek new id eas from you . 

David Baccus 
Waikiki, Hawaii 

I love yo ur work and look forward to 

every issue, but I have a request that 

would significantly increase my enjoy

ment o f your articles on renovation 

projects: It would greatly increase the 

value if t he article included the costs 

and square footage as well as before 

and after p ictures- though I do appre

ciate it w hen floor p lans are shown. 

These more practical b its of informa

tio n provide a handy reference for 

those o f us who have a curiosity fo r 

the quantif iable. While I realize this 

may not always be possib le, it would 

be a much-welcomed addit ion. 

Arvind Kohli 
Columbus, Ohio 

Editors' Note: We're knee-deep in the 
gathering process of before and after 
pictures of the homes we'll be featuring 
in our April 2009 renovations-themed 
issue. In the meantime, we'll keep includ· 
ing costs and sizes whenever possible. 

Thanks for your vigilance in promoting 

sustainability and good design and 

also for p resenting us with many cre

ative energy-saving solut ions. But in 

future issues, whenever addressing 

"alternat ive" transportation or "alter

native" e nergy resources, p lease sub

stitute the word "ap prop riate." The 

outcome will be a much more honest 

evaluat ion o f o ur alternatives. With not 

a small amount o f work and ed ucation, 

Americans will, I hope, soon regard 

fossil fuels as the alternative 

Rob Bregoff 
San Francisco, California 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Letters 

40 Gold Street 

San Fran cisco, CA 94133 

letters@dwell.com 111 .. 
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This is COFFEE from the village of ALETA WON DO. 
These are the hands that picked it. 

handcrafted ethiopian village coffee 

Welcome to the p lace where cotfee was born. 

About 1000 years ago, coffee was first picked in Ethiopia. Today, in a 

little v illage called Aleta Wondo, coffee is being perfected. 

Unlike ordinary coffee, Aleta Wondo coffee is unblended, the village's 

extraordinary beans yielding a brew laced with flavors of chocolate, 

berries, and bergamot. 

A limited number of bags will be available this year (coffee this good 

cannot be grown in bulk). But to the people of Aleta Wondo, every 

bag sold is cause for celebration. It is our privilege to return at least 
20% of the profits directly to the village- so every extraordinary sip 

supports healthcare, education, water projects, and more. 

To purchase the coffee and to find out about helping the people of 

Aleta Wondo, please visit www.ale tawondo.com. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 

Aya Brackett 

Aya Brackett is a San Francisco-based 

photographer whose work has 
appeared in books, gallery shows, 

and publications such as the Sunday 

Telegraph, Travel & Leisure, and 
Gastronomica. While photographing 

backyard-shed expert Kathleen Walsh 

("Dwell Reports," p. 66) Brackett had 

a chance to peruse succulents and 
admire oversize planters at Flora 

Grubb Gardens, where the portrait 

was taken (and which was featured 
in Dwell's October 2007 issue). 

Brackett is now nursing an intense 

desire to create her own outdoor 
lounging area, complete with wild 

herbs and hanging grass balls. 

Roger D'Souza 

To shoot the Zulaikha-Laurence house 

("A Measured Approach," p. 86), 

Sydney-based photographer Roger 
D'Souza needed only travel a few 

suburbs west to Balmain Point. " I loved 
shooting this house with its amazing 

inside-outside feel and quirky artwork," 

he says. "The views alone were spec

tacular, but the inside was very wel
coming." After the shoot, D'Souza 
learned that a friend of his had lived 

in the Baima in Point house prior to its 

sale and renovation. "She had very 

happy memories of friend-filled bar
becues on the water's edge at dusk," 

D'Souza says. "It was great to see 

the house in its new state and see 
the owners enjoying it just as much." 

Jaime Gross 
Jaime Gross is a San Francisco-based 
writer who traveled Down Under to 

report on a most unusual collabora

tion: a home designed and built by 

a pair of neighbors-one, a married 
couple who became licensed con

tractors so they could afford to build 
the house and the other, a group of 

architects whose studio was situated 

next door ("Site Unseen," p. 78). " It's 
easy to imagine the project going 

terribly wrong but it was a success: 

The couple has their dream home, and 
the architects have a gorgeous show 

house right next to their offices, as well 

as the great views they were deter

mined to preserve," Gross says. 

28 March 2009 

Jeremy Hansen 

To write one of his two stories in this 

issue, Kiwi journalist Jeremy Hansen 
flew from his home in Auckland, on 

New Zealand's North Island, to the 

South Island city of Queenstown, in 
the heart of the spectacular alpine 

region ("Nature Nurtured," p. 94). 

(He also traveled an hour and a half 

north to Great Barrier Island to write 
this month's "Off the Grid," p. 60.) The 

only downside of Hansen's visit to the 

lakeside home of architects Bronwen 
Kerr and Pete Ritchie: He's been 

dreaming of living there ever since. 

Stephen Oxenbury 

Although UK-born, Australia-based 
photographer Stephen Oxenbury has 

been shooting professionally for over 

20 years, stepping off the back of the 
plane in Queenstown, New Zealand, 

to capture the Kerr-Ritchie residence 
(p. 94) had him gasping and smiling 

like his three-year-old son. "The g lo
rious, unreal, snow-capped-mountain 

terrain was enough to rekindle the 

most jaded soul," he says. "Plus, the 

hospitality of my hosts was generous, 
the architecture exciting, and the local 
pinot second to none." 

Karen Pakula 
Karen Pakula is a staff writer at the 

Sydney Morning Herald. After 15 years 
of her own home renovations-on 

Two of Bronwen Kerr and Pete Ritchie's 
children play outside the family's steel
and-cedar-clad home, tucked quietly into 
the Queenstown, New Zealand, landscape. 

one o ld terrace, with one old husband, 

a builder-she headed to Melbourne, 

Australia, for a tutorial in pragmatic, 
economical modernism from ultra

creative ·couple Cat Macleod and 

Michael Bellemo ("My House," p. 53). 
Pakula returned with a valuable lesson 

she p lans to pass down to her chil

d ren: The smartest way to build a 

dream home is to start from scratch. 

Leif Parsons 
Brooklyn-based artist Leif Parsons, 

who created the illustrations that help 

explain the inner workings of rainwater 
collection systems ("Off the Grid," p. 60), 

offers two pieces of advice to aspiring 
designers: First, take lots of naps. "Lie 

down and think and think and think 

until you fall asleep; when you awake, 

hopefully you will have a brilliant idea," 

Parsons says. Second, when really 
desperate, take a hot shower-ideally 

while making lists of associations with 

kids' batlh crayons. 

Prue Ruscoe 

Australian photographer Prue Ruscoe 
headed south to Melbourne from her 

home in Bondi Beach, Sydney, to cap
ture this month's "My House" (p. 53). 

The best part of living Down Under, 

she says: being able to have picnic 
dinners on the beach with her hus

band and two children. Ruscoe's recent 
projects include a coffee-table book 

of bedrooms for Pottery Barn as well 

as a two-book series published by 
Murdoch Books, Sense of Style: Colors 

and Sense of Style: Space. 

Marcus Trimble 
Marcus Trimble is the founding archi

tect of the Sydney-based firm Super 
ColossaL Between writing posts for 
his firm's b log (supercolossal.ch) and 

organizing Pecha Kucha nights in his 
country's capital, Trimble traveled the 

short distance to Balmain Point to write 

his first story for Dwell ("A Measured 
Approach," p. 86). Trimble grew up 

a rabid supporter of the Balmain Tigers 
rugby team and is glad to see that 

th is recently gentrified but historically 

working-class suburb is now the 
home to a house that sits with ease 

on its industrial harbor.1111 
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Now online ... 
More Nice 
Adolf Loos was a pretty grumpy 

modernist-the author of Ornament 
and Crime even opined that ginger

b read was best left undecorated. 
Though we're all entitled to our own 

feel ings about ornament (and ginger

b read), one crime we'd like to avoid 

is not tell ing our stories in ful I. So 

we're revisiting our Nice Modernist 

from the October 2008 issue (p. 64) 
by bundling some unseen images into 

an online slideshow at dwell.com. 
dwell.com/slideshows 

In 2007 Emily Pilloton {top left), founder of 
the San Francisco-based nonprofit Project H, 
delivered a freshwater transportation solu
tion to 17 villages in South Africa in the form 

30 March 2009 

Dwell Playlist 
Played at just the right moment, 

the rig ht music can make the so-so 
spectacular and the terrestrial trans

cendent. To assist us in our aural 
alignment we've recruited a cadre 

of creative architects and designers 

to share the p laylists that elevate 

their existences to euphonius heights. 

Just log in and tune in at dwell.com. 
dwell.com/podcasts 

of sturdy polyethylene drums called "Hippo 
Rollers." The barrels, conceived by a team 
of international designers, hold up to 20 
gallons- that's enough water to last a fam ily 

of seven for three to four days-and feature 
clip-on steel handles t hat allow them to 
be pushed, rather than balanced perilously 
atop one's head . 
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esh lftght 
shoes in the street. 
We shall fi.ght shoes in the office. 
We shall fight them in the park, the 
111asea111 and the saper111arket. We shall 
fight shoes because shoes are in league with 
hard surfaces to destroy oar backs. And we 
shall fight them with something far superior 
to a shoe. Something that protects your spine. 
Something that tones your muscles. Something 
that helps you stand ap straight and walk the way 
you were meant to. And if we have to step on a few 
toes to gain that victory, then with all our might, we wilL 

theantishoe.com 
Q2008 Masai USA Corp 

~l=U-) 
The anti-shoe. 

C..opyrg t d rT' r I 



Available chrough Saxton affiliatt'd Ot!signtrs. 
To locate che designer nearest you, wstt us ar. 

SaxtonCabinetry.com/d309 
l-BfX)-909-{XX(J I 125 Peters Road, New Hofland, PA I 75:,. 



M arch Calendar 
Important dates in art and design, with 
architecture thrown in for good measure: 
Welcome to Dwell's timeline of the month. 

Dwell 

M arch (2009) 

In a month of exhibition closings, Living 
Room shuts down at the National Gallery 
of Canada, Ottawa. ~.ca/eng!Li;h 

CONTENTS 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Forest glasses 
by Hasan Demir Obuz for Ilio 
ilio.eu 
When you're too thirsty to see 
the forest for the trees, this 
collection of evergreen glasses 
should help keep you suitably 
quenched. Pick your poison, 
choose your chalice, and sip 
your way to satiation. 

Victoria Butler coatTack 
by Hlynur Atlason with Peter Ash 
for Atlason 
atlason.com 
The deceptive disarray of this 
shiny rack is anything but ran
dom. Careful composition of 
19 lacquered dowels provides 

March 1 (2009) 

PRODUCTS 

multiple pegs for the clothes 
you cast off as you stroll through 
the apartment door: No slicker 
will slip; no hoodie will fall to 
the floor.Should you need to shed 
your chapeau, Victoria Butler's 
puzzle of pick-up sticks plays 
sturdy host to cap and coat. 

Legendary designer George Nelson's retro· 
spective comes to an end at the Vitra- and 
will soon hit the road. design-museum.de 

34 March 2009 

The Drop speakers 
by Graham Allen for Scandyna 
podspeakers.com 
Greetings, earthlings! Take us to 
your iPod. Blast off with bumping 
beats from these Scandyna space 
oddities with sound as clear as 
a radio transmission from ground 
control to Major Tom. 

J 
• 

• 
0 

March 2 (2009) 
Dreamland: Architectural Experiments Since 
the 1970s closes at the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York. moma.org 

l 

0 
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Com or test 
DESIGNED AND BUILT WITH UNCOMPROMISING STANDARDS. 0 

INNOVATIVE COMFORT SYSTEMS UNMATCHED IN THE INDUSTRY. [ij 
ALL YOUR PROBLEMS MELT AWAY INTO OBSCURITY. 0 

~eu9 furniture possesses Innovative comfort systems that property support your entire body lft:_,,,et¥,.-#~B:, 

1t•s 'deJlgned to completely redertne comfort expectations. The furniture reclines seamlessly, en1a1lft9 the~-

as you tean back, keeping your head supported so reading or watdlfn5 television Is effortless. And ow- recliners and 

sofas come In multiple sizes so they always feel tailored to flt your body. Welcome to the innovation of comfort. 

Visit ekomes.com or call 888-EKORNES to find your local Stressless retailer and take the Comfort Test"' for yourself. 

fs-1resrle.rr- ) 
• 

THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT'" 

.. EKORNES 
'*'rrt.:•s.corn 

EKORNES" 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Mobile 
Eateries 
With street food enjoying a 
renaissance across the United 
states, it may no longer be 
necessary to steer clear of 
trailer fare. From coast to coast, 
top chefs are trading frenzied 
restaurant kitchens for the 
tight quarters of a mobile unit, 
transforming what we can 
expect from meals on wheels. 

At a shiny Airstream in Seattle 
called Skillet, a quick transaction 
through the sliding window 
yields a wagyu beef burger topped 
with bacon jam. Owners Danny 
Sizemore and Josh Henderson., 
both trained chefs, offer high· 
quality food without the markup 
of a traditional restaurant. 
"We want to provide impeccably 
prepared, seasonally relevant 
food that won't hurt your wallet," 
Sizemore says, and the instant 
popularity of Skillet proves that 
a highly designed space isn't 

a prerequisite for a great meal. 
Of course, some people still take 
their first visit to Skillet with 
a serving of skepticism, Sizemore 
adds, "but once they try it, they 
like it." 

Head south to Austin, Texas, 
where Torchy's Tacos bolds 
true to the Tex-Mex tradition
but the tacos that come out 
of their aromatic "trailer park" 
are uncommonly good. "We 
see our food as gourmet cuisine 
on a tortilla," says co-owner Bob 
Gentry. "Items such as turkey 
mole, fried avocado, and Baja 
shrimp tacos are far from the 
norm in other trailers or trucks." 
Situated next to a busy thorough
fare, the tree-shaded clearing 
is an undesigned outdoor dining 
room with well-defined ambiance 
and a constant stream of patrons 
who take their time to taste 
an exceptional taco in a plastic 
chair by the roadside. 

skilletstreetfood.com 

to+chystacos .com 

Square Meal 
36 March 2009 

On the 
Porch 
An architect recently gave me 
a tour of the modern house 
he'd built for his and his wife's 
retirement. Every detail had 
been carefully planned: The 
sightline through each window 
was chosen to capture speciftc 
views of the woods and river 
that ran behind the house, and 
the exterior walls jutted out 
from the back deck at angles 
intended to block the neigh
bors from sight. We had the 
distinct sense of sitting alone 
in rustic isolation. Like many 
modern homes, the design was 
sensitive to the natural envi· 
ronment and endeavored to 
bring the outdoors in. But also 
like many modern homes, it 
omitted a classic architectural 
feature that traditionally has 
served as a transition between 
outside and inside space: the 
front porch. 

They tell us there was an ear
lier time in American life when 
the streets were safe, when kids 
played outside from dawn till 
dusk while their parents and 
grandparents watched over them 
from the cool, breezy shelter of 
a front porch. The idyll of that era 
might be more mythology than 
fact, but it is true that these days 
the front porch is a sight more 
commonly seen in historic dis
tricts than in new developments. 
We might excuse 4,000-square
foot, cookie-cutter monstrosities 
from failing to appreciate the 
quiet dignity of the front porch, 
but why have modernists, who 
make a point of building in 
harmony with a home's natural 
surroundings, also largely aban
doned this classic outdoor space? 

Before air-conditioning, 
porches served as passive cooling 
systems. They stood on the east
ern or southern sides of homes 
so as to be comfortable in the 
late afternoons and catch natural 
breezes. The advent of A/C bas 

increasingly brought social life 
inside during the warm months, 
and, as suburban growth encour
aged people to think of their 
homes as stand-alone capsules 
of family life rather than as co
dependent parts of a community, 
developers saw little need to 
tack on an old·fasbioned porch. 

At the same time, modern 
architects were making their 
marks on growing suburban 
communities, expressing an 
interest in site-specific design 
that worked with, not against, 
the natural environment. 
Unfortunately, many modernist 
developers failed to consider bow 
homes would interact with each 
other and create community life; 
architects might painstakingly 
study the contours of a home's 
backyard, but they weren't very 
interested in the neighbors. 
Indeed, modern homes are often 
oriented toward the back and 
use design tricks to block out 
views of adjacent homes.As walls 
of glass came into vogue, so too 
did a pervasive desire for privacy. 
Open floor plans trumped open 
neighborhoods. 

I asked architect Frank Har
mon about modernism's regard 
for the exterior world. "Certainly 
the building as a stand-alone 
structural object is one of the 
unfortunate by-products of 
modernism," says Harmon, who 
specializes in regional design. 
But he sees hope for a resurgence 
of the porch as part of the 
growing interest in sustainable 
design. He encourages his clients 
to incorporate as much outdoor 
space as possible into their 
homes- partly so that they won't 
have to pay to beat or cool it. 

But there's another reason why 
porches are sustainable: They 
build community. When neigh
bors sit out front, they get to 
know each other, provide eyes 
on the street, and create safer, 
more pleasant, more walkable 
neighborhoods. It's enough 
to make you thirst for a tall, icy 
glass of lemonade. 
-Drew Hi .. el•tein 

The Argument 
Dwell 

I I 



Cpygtdn' 



IN THE MODERN WORLD FURNITURE 
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Strauss chair 
by Gebriider Thonet Vienna 
thonet-vienna.com 
Sibling rivalry is rough. What 
to do when you're related to the 
GebruderThonet Vienna Cafe 
chair (No.18), one of the most 
recognizable seats of the last 178 
years? Straighten up and stand 

• tall, Strauss, and make your mark 
' on your own four legs. (left) 

' 

Labware lamps 
by Benjamin Hubert 
benjaminhubert.co.uh 
Make like a mad scientist and let 
these Labware lamps illuminate 
your living room. Hunchbacked 
henchman and horrible monster 
not required; just light one up, 
look to the heavens, and yell, 
"It's alive!" 

-
- - -- - - - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - --- -- - -- - - - -- - - - --.... - --- ... --- -.. ----- ----------------- -------- -- ----------------------- -.. .. ...... --................ .. 
Slide sofa 
by Anna Hart for Mark 
marhproduct.com 
A superior sofa must be versatile, 
accommodating any number of 
potential scenarios; who knows 
what will play out on a spread 
of comfy cushions? Anna Hart 's 
settee sets a stylish scene with 
unlimited possibilities. Solo 
night in? Stretch out and relax. 
House party? Extrawide armrests 
provide perfect perches for social 
butterflies. Special someone 
staying over? No need to be red
faced if you end up crashing on 
this electric-blue Slide. 

38 March 2009 

March 15 (2009) 

Setting the Stage: Twentieth-Century Theater 
Models closes at the Bruce Museum in 
Greenwich, Connecticut. brucemuseum.org 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

II 

PHSOlamp 

by Poul Henningsen 
for Louis Poulsen 
louispoulsen.com 
Break out the bubbly, it's time 
for a toast. Here's to the golden 
anniversary of Louis Poulsen's 
colorful classic PHS-recently 
reissued as PHSO-and cheers to 
a very bright future indeed. 

.. ~-- . 
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March 18-28 (2009) 
New York's Storefront for Art and Archi
tecture kicks off a 10-day nomadic series 
of evening events. storefrontnews.org 

40 March 2009 

Taapashelf 
by Hold for Essenze 
essenze.co.nz 
Get your geometric groove on 
with the customizableTaapa. 
Create a shelving system that 
deserves as much attention as 
the books you oh so carefully 
choose to display. 

March 2 1 (1887) 

Save furniture 
by Katarina Htill 
hatarinaha11.se 
Looks can be deceiving: Even the 
most beautiful piece of furniture 
can hide a dark secret. Don't 
be fooled by the clean whites and 
cheerful hues; Katarina Hall's 
inspiration for Save emerged 
from abandoned homes, ruined 
buildings, and the unknown 
stories locked within. 

Futurist architect Erich Mendelsohn, famous 
for his groovy Einstein Tower in Potsdam, 
Germany, is born. 

Dwell 
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your Epsonality. 
Presenting the new Artisan- 800 from Epson. This Wi-Fi9 -enabled all-in-one helps bring your personal 

masterpieces to the next level with eye-popping color and awe-inspiring detail. With a 7.8" touch panel 

to guide you, and photo-correction built-ins galore, it's just right for exceptionally expressive Epsonalities. 

Everyone's got an Epsonality. Discover yours at Epsonality.com 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Koji 
Tsutsui 

'-.... 

\ 

In september 2oos, architect 
Koji Tsutsui accepted the 
Ceramic Tiles of Italy award 
for designing a modem, 
white-tiled residence in Tokyo. 
one day later, he traded the 
spotlights of European design 
for the blazing gratitude of 200 

children in central Uganda. 
Tsutsui's most recent project, 

Mukwano Village, is five hours 
by four-wheel drive from Ugan
da's capital city of Kampala. 
Both orphanage and school, this 
eight-building encampment 
resembles a small village. It 
houses so children orphaned by 
AIDS and roughly 200 kids from 
the surrounding area-and it is 
expected to expand in the years 
to come. 

Tsutsui, who studied under 
Tadao Ando, has learned to 
thrive in solving the challenge 
of boxed-in urban space, but 
rural Uganda presented a very 
different experience for the San 
Francisco-based architect. To 
construct the village, a local non
profit organization also named 
Mukwano-meaning "intimate 
friends" in the central Ugandan 
language of Luganda- called on 
members of the community for 
their help. The resulting hand
built structures radiate out from 
a large tree that offers shelter for 
airy outdoor classes. ''We really 
wanted to respect the big tree 
in the middle," Tsutsui explains. 
"After all, it's the oldest, most 
natural roof out there.And I was 
able to create spaces between the 
buildings, to cast shadows on 
the ground for the kids to play in, 
out of the hot sun." 

Solar panels were installed, 
helping to make the project 
not just socially but environmen
tally sustainable, and a rainwater 
tank saves trips to the nearest 
lake. "As the kids grow, they 
can extend this orphanage into 
an actual village, with more 
structures," the architect points 
out. "And, as a vital part of 
the building process, they can 
use architecture as a focal point 
for moving their community 
forward." 

kt · aa. com 
Fox moxe images visit 
dwel l . com/ slideshow 

Nice Modernist 
42 March 2009 

Gary 
Hustwit 

In 2007, Brooklyn-based film
maker Gary Hustwit wowed 
the design world-and opened 
the eyes of the font·ignorant 
public-with his feature-length 
documentary Helveti&a, which 
celebrates the complex history 
of the eponymous typeface. 
Hustwit has once again toured 
the globe, camera in hand, this 
time meeting people who de
sign the everyday objects that 
make our lives easier. His new 
film,Obj~jied,premieresthis 

month at south by southwest. 

What's your favorite object? 
I'm a Mac addict, so my Mac Book 
Pro or iPhone. I'm also into mid
'60s Plymouth Valiants. 

Q&A 

What object do you use 
most often? 

The iPhone. I can't imagine what 
life was like before the iPhone
and that's when you know it 
really works. 

What theme came up most 
in your conversations with 
designers? 

Designers are problem solvers: 
They're constantly trying to do 
things better and reinvent things 
to make them more useful. Even 
Dieter Rams is still actively 
learning about new materials 
and technologies. 

How has making this film 
changed the way you look 
at everyday objects? 

I really think about what I buy 
now: (A) Do I really need this? 
(B) What if this is the last of this 
object that I ever buy? I don't 
want to buy chairs I'll be sick of 
in five to ten years. 

What will your next docu
mentary be about? 

I like the idea of taking a closer 
look at the things we take 
for granted and changing the 
way people think about them, 
whether it's type or objects 
or whatever. 

obj ectifiedfilm. com 
For an extended interview visit 
dwell .com 
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PREVIEW SHOWROOMS AT adbuilding.com 

• SHOWROO MS 

Allmilmo of NY • Artistic Tile • B&B ltalia/Arclinea Kitchens • Bilotta Kitchens • Boffi A&D • Brown Jordan 

Cavendish Grey • Clive Christian New York • Davis & Warshaw • Edward Fields Carpet Makers 

Euro Design Interiors • Exquisite Surfaces • GE Monogram • Harmil Carpet • Hastings Tile & Bath 

Holly Hunt NY • Listone Giordano • Marmo Arredo • Miele • Neff Kitchen Studios • Paris Ceramics 

Poggenpohl • Poliform • Robert Lighten/British Khaki • SieMatic • Smeg USA • Snaidero USA New York 

St. Charles of NY • Studium • Sub- Zero/Wolf • Valli & Valli USA • Varenna Kitchens/Poliform 

Wood-Mode/American Classic Kitchens 

New York's 

Ultimate 
Luxury 

Showroom 

Resource for 
Kitchen, 

Bath, Tile, 

Stone, 

Appliances 

and Home 
Furnishings 

LUXEHOME 
KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOMS 

Now in 4 Cities: 
Chicago Merchandise Mart 

New York A&D Building 
Washington (DC) Design Center 

Boston Design Center 

www.luxehome.com 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Nomadic: Fumitun 
James Hennessey and 
Victor Papanek 
Schiffer, $29.99 

Originally published in 1973, this 
hand-lettered guide to all things 
nomadic, portable, sit-on-able, 
and made of wood has finally 
made it back into print. From toy 
chests to benches that fold out of 
the wall, Nomadic Furniture is an 
irresistible and softly nostalgic 
look at the hippie heights of DIY. 

March 27 (1886) 

BOOKS 

Meadowlands 
Joshua Lutz 
Power House Books, $50 
Photographer Joshua Lutz 
describes the bleak New Jersey 
Meadowlands as "a 32-square
mile stretch of sweeping wilder
ness that evokes morbid fan
tasies of Mafia h its and buried 
remains." It's also an overlooked 
site of industrial Americana that 
remained visually undiscovered 
until the arrival of this wide-eyed 
photographer and his expert lens. 
The volume includes an essay 
by Robert Sullivan. 

Super-architect Ludwig M ies van der Rohe 
is born- and the modernist box has never 
been the same. 

44 March 2009 

Data Flow: Visualizing 
Information in Graphi& Design 
Robert Klanten et al. 
Gestalten, $78 
If information comes in all shapes 
and sizes, then we'll always 
need a new way to graph it. 
This hefty look at construction 
maps, work.flow process dia
grams, website-linkage charts, 
family trees for Fortune 500 
companies- and on and on and 
on- will be an inspiration to 
designers (and a headache to the 
easily intimidated). 

• • • • • . .. ....... 
• . • . . ·.-r.:--.·. • .. 

. . . . . . . . .... ~~· ··: . • • 

After tlu Crash: Archit~n 
in Post-Bubbu Japan 
Thomas Daniell 
Princeton Architectural Press, $24.95 

Expatriate architect Thomas 
Daniell, now a resident in Kyoto, 
takes us on a historical and 
spatial tour of hls adopted home 
country. Part architectural 
handbook, part critical look at 
contemporary building, After the 

CTash spans the economy, infra
structure, and impossibly sm all 
spaces of modem Japan. 

• 
• • • •• • 

Afte r 
the 
Crash : 
Ar ch itec ture 
in 
Post-Bubble 
Japan 

March 29 (2009) 
The Olympic Stadium Project- Le Corbusier 
and Baghdad closes at London's Victoria & 
Albert Museum. vam.ac.uk 
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DOES YOUR HOME STYLING 
FEEL LIKE A PUZZLE? 
WE CAN HELP 
At BoConcept we understand how chal lenging home st yling can be - whether you're buying a new sofa, tackling 
a room makeover or furnishing a new home. You want to make sure your furn iture will coordinate with your home 
and that the layout of the room will optimize the space and reflect your style. 
Our trained Design Consultants are on hand to help. Stop by your local store today to schedule a complimentary 
design consultation and allow our staff to create customized solutions for your home through our 3-D interior 
design program, Furnish. To learn more visit us online. 

$4,749, Room Di vi der 
From $2,749, Como Sora, as shown S3,199 

CA: San Diego, San Francisco, Santa Monica · CO: Denver (coming soon) ·CT: Milford• D C: Georgetown 
FL: Jacksonville, Tampa· HI: Honolu lu • IL: Chicago · MA: Cambridge • NJ: Edgewater (coming soon), Livingston, 
Paramus, Princeton (coming soon) • NY: Carle Place, Chelsea, DUMBO, Madison Ave, Scarsdale, SoHo, Upper East Side 
PA: Philadelphia • TX: Austin, Dallas, Houston • VA: Tysons Corner· WA: Seattle • CANADA: Vancouver. 
Several cit ies are sti ll open for franchise opportunit ies - please contact franchlse@BoConcept-USA.com 
www.BoConcept.com BoConcepf 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD BOOKS 

March 30 (2009) 
Ateliers Jean Prouve closes at the Mo MA. 
moma.org 
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Love at 
Fi rs t Sit® 
S W E E P S T A K E S 
Win a Heart Cone Chair designed 

by Verner Panton (1959). This 

re-edition of the Heart Cone Chair 

is the fruit of close consultation 

with Marianne Panton and t he 

experts at the Vitra Design 

Museum. To enter and 

get full details, visit 

www.highbrowfurniture.com. 

Winner to be announced 

March 31, 2009. 

Shipping directly 
to your door is 
always free. 
Authorized Herman Miller' Retailer 

www.highbrowfurniture.com 
1.888.329.0219 
No purchase necessary to enter. Void where prohib ited. 
For contest rules, go to www.highbrowfurniture.com. 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Houses We Love 
48 Marc h 2009 

Shell House 
Karuizawa, Japan 
Kotaro Ide/ARTechnic 
Architects 

Kells Cottage 
Kells, Ireland 
Bates Maher Architects 
architectstm.com 
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Houses We Love 
so March 2009 Dwell 

c ~ t al 



Ol 

Ol 

07 

cust ome r f i le N<! 000 12 84596 003 

Jennifer C . Dervin I SF . CA . 

01 Black ceramic sculpture picked up in Oaxaca Mexico 

02 The book that took me around the world ---- -~~~___;;~~~~~~~~ 

03 Wooden Rhino puzzle I brought home for my son 
------

04 My father's camera that still takes great shots 

os Japanese backpack given to me by a business owner 

00 Marcel Wanders Egg Vase 

~ Grandma's favorite scissors that I use daily 

08 My Fukasawa lamp from YLighting 

~ Kimono doll found in an alley store, Tokyo 
- -
10 Favorite one pot meal cooker by iittala 



~ L).. 
Ne1ghboiWorkse 

Foreclosure affects more than just you. 

It affects your who le family. 

A million families wi ll face losing their homes 

t his year. Call today for real help and guidance. 

Because nothing is worse than doing not hing . 

1- 888-995 - HOPE 



As told to Karen Pakula 
Photos by Prue Ruscoe 
Illustrations by Christine Berrie 

Dwell 

Architect-sculptor double act 
Cat Macleod and Michael Bellemo 
first came to our attention with their 
Cocoon weekender, a steel-clad 
blimp suspended in a canopy on 
the Australian coastline. Their new 

MY HOUSE 

primary home (and HQ for their prac
tice, Bellemo & Cat) in Melbourne is 
a funky, split-level cube wrapped in an 
extraordinary printed facade. Macleod 
describes the making of an eccentric, 
multifunctional, personal sanctuary. ~· 

After a day in the office downstairs, Michael 
Bellemo and Cat Macleod congregate on 
their bleacher-like steps with their kids Marco. 
six, Flora, four, and 19-year-old Celeste. 
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MY HOUSE 

We definitely didn't want to renovate 
something. We wanted to sta1rt from 

scratch so it's all totally personalized, 

When we found the land, we actually 
liked the grungy nature of it in the 

back of a laneway, It was sma II, affo rd

able, and instantly an architectural 
challenge. And we loved the fact that it 

was north-facing, with nothing north of 

us that would block our view. There are 
lots of artists and it's a busy working 

place, so we thought we could also run 
a business from here, 

We had to work quickly because it's 

a big mortgage. We were the builders 

as well. Michael p hysically built the 

Cocoon house at Wye River; having 
never b uilt a house before, he took on 

a building that was completely round, 

on a cl iff, and two-and-a-half hours 

from anywhere. Totally mad. And it 
took us a long time, three or four years. 

That house is so sculptural you 

could virtual ly say it is a sculpture in 

The building is a funky landmark in a 
drab industrial laneway. A row of windows 
(top left) casts light into the office (bottom), 
where Belle mo keeps a mo del of t he 

the bush, whereas this house is much 
more p ragmatic. It's a big rectangle 

with a print on it. And with all the 
green, it 's very peaceful in here. It's 

a bit t ropical, l ike being in an artificial 

garden in some ways, 

As sculptors, we actually build 
quite big things that don't have to be 

signed off as buildings, so we get to 

play around with form, and that's great 
because we feed that information back 

into o ur p ract ice. 
We had a lot t o put in the house: 

Our office, two kids, offsite parking, and 
we had to get a balcony or some sort 

of outdoors area. But it never feels like 

you're in a box because of al l the level 
changes. We've got a garage between 

the office space and the home, and 

we've got two separate doors. It's like 

Get Smart. You go through one door, 
close it, then you go through the other 

door, and then you're in the office. Just 
having the garage in between gives 111-

house. The office is separated from the 
garage by a bright yellow sliding door. 
Macleod's handmade bedroom partition 
(top right) breaks up the open loftlike 

space and provides a b it of privacy for her 
and Bellemo. An Artemide Castore suspen
sion light illuminates both the bedroom and 
kitchen below. 
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If you could design your dream window, 

what would it be? 

Create windows and doors uniquely your own. Whether remodeling, 

replacing or build ing new. Get inspired by the myMarvin Project artists, the 

latest home design trends, or all the new products at myMarvin.com 

myMarvin by 

P. Allen Smith 

Garden Home Designer 

MARVIN~ 
Windows and Doors 

Built around you~ 

L-uµyr >, tea at 



MY HOUSE 

A mid-century Australian sofa (top) 
discovered at a flea market and vibrant, 
eclectic art soften the architectural edges of 
the living room. The eye-catching kitchen 

56 March 2009 
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you a buffer, from an acoustic point 

of view and the physical dist ance. 

Instead of putting the living areas 

on the ground floor we p ut them on 

the upper floors so you get the light 

and the view and the sense of removal 

from the immediate environment. 

We wanted the kids in our living 

space bu t not in our face, not under 

our feet. We were in a terrace house 

before, and the lounge room was 

covered in children's toys. The kids are 

four and six, and here they're within 

eyeshot. Their room is a little bit of a 

den, and they have their own deck out 

there. We were going to have them 

sleeping in some sort of pod, then we 

real ized it was a bit too close. The little 

people's bedroom downstairs is tiny, 

but they're t iny people. And they're 

happy there. When they grow, we'll 

probably go up to the next level. Our 

older ch ild, who is 19, lives around the 

corner, but she stays here sometimes. 

She takes over the garage and makes 

costumes; she's into performance. 

As architects we often design split

levels, but we haven't done stairs that 

are also seats like here. They've become 

an important transition space from the 

grown-up zone. The kids are always 

here reading, doing puzzles. Yesterday, 

I sat here with our youngest one, Flora, 

and we polished our fingernails. 

l. -' 

[ ----• 
O ne of the advantages of being the 

owner-builder and also the way that 

we work is that we allowed ourselves 

a reasonable amount of flexibi lity. But 

there are o nly three materials in the 

whole house- the Laminex is the same, 

the tiles are the same, and the exterior 

cladding comes inside through the 

wal ls. And there are three paint colors

white, turquoise, and apple green. It is 

so much clearer when you've just got 

the one exterior material. 

cabinets behind Celeste and Macleod 
(bottom left) were custom-built in lemon 
Liri Laminate by Amerind. The island bench 
is made from the same alpine ash used 

Using Astroturf outside on the deck 

was a cost issue. Also, there's too much 

traffic for what would be a small strip 
of grass. Our kids are running up there 

all the time, and Michael p lays bocce. 

We've arranged the house just how 

we like it, and it's the warmest, lightest 

house I've ever lived in. You know, we 

could have bought an amazing paint

ing, but we chose to make our own art

work of the whole building instead . 11~ 

on the floor and the stairs al l the way up 
to the master bedroom (bottom right), 
where Flora sits in front of a clever divider 
Macleod created out of engineering felt. 0 
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MY HOUSE 
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1' ! ! I I I I l ' Weave Me Alone 

Macleod got crafty herself, weaving a 
privacy wall for the master bedroom out 
of woolen e ngineering felt. The screen is 
at once soft and industrial in feel and can 
be re placed inexpensively at any time. 

Print's Charming 
The home's b reathtaking, fiberglass facade 
is p rinted wit h supersize images of a sculp
ture based on the couple's Cocoon week
e nder. Casting much-needed greenery onto 
a g rungy alley, the semiopaque Ampelite 
Webg lass cladding shields the family from 
the street while allowing a dappled emerald 
light to permeate indoors. 
ampelite.com.au 

Make It Yours 
58 March 2009 

Slide Effects 
If you're outside on the upper level, 
there's only one way down- by slide. The 
lower deck belongs to the children, after 
a ll , and they make excellent use of it. "They 
run along the garden, down the slide, go 
down into their bedroom through their little 
jump-in-and-out window, then back around 
the stairs inside," Macleod explains. 
groundsforplay.com 

Cheap Seats 
Replacing the traditional sharp edges of 
split-level homes, a set of bleachers links 
the living a rea with the sunken kids' zone. 
These gernerous platforms are twice the 
height and depth of the stairs, giving the 
children p lenty of space to lay down with 
a book or a puzzle- within their parents' 
line of sight. 
stairsupplies.com 

Click here for more: 
Bocce sets: bocceballsets.com 
Composite plastic panels: 
endurocomposites.com 
Astroturf: astroturf.com 
Organic felt: seworganic.com ill 

Dwell 
(.;c ~ t 1 al 





Story by Jeremy Hansen 
Photos by Patrick Reynolds 

6 0 March 2009 

There are some places where getting 
off the grid is an admirable aim and 
others where it is an absolute necessity. 
Great Barrier Island, a four-and-a-half
hour boat trip (or half-hour flight in 
a tiny p lane) northeast of Auckland, 
New Zealand, falls firmly into the latter 
category: With a permanent population 
of approximately 1,000 people, the 

island has no municipal water or elec
tricity supplies and no sewage treat-· , 
ment facilities, meaning every::,~p 
there has to be self-suffici~n~,J'i( 

""·-~ ... ':· ~ 

The cedar-clad home designed by Herbst 
Architects faces the Pacific Ocean, tucked 
behind sand dunes from the sparsely popu· 
la ted Medlands Beach. 
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DAN GRAHAM: BEYOND 

FEB 15-MAY 25, 2009 I MOCA GRAND AVENUE 
250 South Grand Avenue Los Angeles. CA 90012 

The work of Dan Graham has been central to the development of art since 
the 1960s-from the rise of minimalism, conceptualism, and video and 
performance art to explorations of architecture and the culture of rock and roll. 

MOCA members receive great benefits and free admission for two. Join today to support MOCA! 
Call 2131621-1794. 

I I I 

Dan Graham: Beyond is organized by The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, in collaborallon with the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York. The exhibition is made possible by generous endowment 
support from the Sydney lrmas Exh1b1tlon Endowment. Major support is provided by Hauser & Wirth Zurich London; Marian Goodman Gallery, New York and Paris; The MOCA Contemporaries; the National 
Endowment for the Arts; the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies m the Fine Arts; Mary and Robert looker; Betye Monell Burton; Peter Gelles and Eve Steele Gelles; John Morace and Tom Kennedy; Bagley 
and Virginia Wright; and Manelu1se Hessel. ln·kind media support is provided by Ovation TV. the Official Network Partner of MOCA; 89.9 KCRW, the Official Media Sponsor of MOCA; and Los Angeles magazine. 

ABOVE: Dan Graham, detail from Homes for America. 1966-67, 20 35-mm slides and carousel projector, dimensions variable, collection of the artist, photo courtesy of the artist and Marian Goodman Gallery, 

New York and Paris 

MOCA THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART, LOS ANGELES INFO 213/626-6222 moca.org 



OFF THE GRID 

Some people would be daunted by 
the chal lenge, but South African-born 

architects Lance and Nicola Herbst 

relished an opportunity to design 

something completely off the g rid. The 

couple first visited New Zealand in 
the mid-1990s and were enchanted 

not only by Great Barrier Island's 
isolation and spectacular white-sand 

beaches, but by what Lance describes 

as " little timber shacks we had never 

experienced before- tiny bui ldings 
with 20 years' accretion of stuff." In 

New Zealand, these shacks are called 

"bachs" (pronounced "batches") be

cause they were historically d esigned 
for bachelors. Nowadays, the word 

is used to describe any sort of vaca

tion home, no matter how lavish. 
The Herbsts, however, strive to inform 

their design w ith the implicit modesty 
of the term. 

Three years after t heir first visit, 

the Herbsts moved permanently to 

New Zealand. They purchased land on 

Medlands Beach, on the island's east 
coast, and built a small bach there. 

The intimate knowledge they devel
oped of the area put them in good 

stead when, in 2005, their friend Marc 
Lindale asked them to design his vaca

tion home on a 9,250-square-foot site 

a little farther down the same beach. 

The Herbsts designed the home with a 
covered terrace (top) to encourage outdoor 
living in the island's temperate climate. 
The outdoor room (bottom) is backed by 

62 March 2009 

Lance says the lack of services on 
the island meant the home's design 

became "a diagram of the basic provi
sion of shelter," not unlike early bachs. 

This straightforward approach was 

aided by their decision to dispense 
with the patterns of city life in favor 

of predominantly outdoor living in the 
island's subtropical climate. There is 

no front door to the home, just a few 

steps up to the space that serves as its 
heart: a covered terrace w ith a large 

d ining table, backed by a gabion wal l 

made from local stone. Behind it is a 

sl im two-story structure containing the 
home's two bedrooms and only bath

room; reaching toward the beach is 

a longer structure housing the compact 
kitchen, dining, and living areas. At 

the rear is another deck with a bench 

designed for fil leting the day's catch 
of fish for dinner. The building's pine 

frame sits on a base of concrete blocks 

and is clad in cedar. 
With no water supply, the roof was 

designed to collect the island's plenti

ful rainfall and store it in an under

ground tank for drinking and washing. 
Another tank stores treated waste 

water for irrigation of the site. 
Inside, al l electricity needs were 

assessed and edited by an electrical 
engineer to minimize demand on the 

a gabion wall made of stone. Rainwater runs 
off the roofs into a channel before being 
funneled through pipes concealed within 
it to an underground concrete tank. 8 

four 150-watt solar panels installed on 

the roof. The Herbsts took a threefold 

approach to keeping the amount of 
power t he home uses to a minimum: 

"Firstly, by providing targeted task 

lighting," explains Lance, "Secondly, 

by creating a low-lit ambience, which 

diverts attention to the night sky; and 

thirdly, by necessitating the use of 
candles and Coleman lanterns, which 

are rituals associated with camping 

and traditional bachs, many of which 
relied total ly on candles for light." 

The Herbsts also d isconnected the 

oven's electric gril l and Lindale ban
ished the toaster after d iscovering 

that botn would require energy surges 
the solar panels could not deliver. 

"It takes a mind-set shift for people 

who come from the city," Lance says. 
"You need to be cognizant that every 

time you turn something on, the 
power has to come from somewhere." 

Compromises had to be reached over 
the television and the dishwasher, 

two things Lindale insisted on but the 

Herbsts opposed. Luckily, the archi
tects located low-energy versions of 

both appliances. 

All in al l, the home's simplicity 

makes it a convincing modern rendi
tion of the improvisational shacks the 

Herbsts admired when they first visited 

the island. The surprising thing is how 

this pared-down approach has made 
living in the home feel much more like 

a pleasure than a chore. "City houses 
have become machines for living, 

and there's less and less humanity 

to them," Lance says. "Here, we were 
looking to sacrifice convenience and 

create de light." ~· 
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mare sofa. 2003 by rene holten - lilla stool, 2006 by pamck norquet 
conco chairs. 2006 by M1ch1el van der Kley - mfg m the netherlands by arufort 

hivemodern.com 

c&oo 
hive 

artifort fritz hansen herman miller knoll kartell flos vitra cassina cherner emeco heller magis zanotta earl hansen and more! 

visit hivemodern.com or call toll free 1 866 663 4483 
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OFF THE GRID RAINWATER COLLECTION 

Blame It On the Rain 
The home's water col lection system 
makes capturing and storing fresh 

water so simple that you wonder why 
cities need a municipal supply at all. In 

fact, households in rural parts of New 

Zealand have used a similar system for 
generations. Great Barrier Island, along 

with much of northern New Zealand, 

has p lentiful rainfall, so there is rarely 

a shortage of water. 

The roofs of the home's two pavil 

ions were designed to drain ra inwater 

into a channel on top of the central 
stone wall. This wal l conceals twin 
acrylic downpipes (1 I that funnel the 

water to a 6,000-gallon concrete tank 

(2) that was buried on the site before 

construction of the home began. Leaf 

3 

LJ 
0 

C> 

filters collect any debris from neigh
boring trees before the water enters 

the tank. The lightless concrete tank 
prevents bacteria from flourishing and 

keeps the water cool. 

When needed, water gets back 
to t he home with the assistance of 

a 240-volt pump that's fueled by elec
tricity from the home's solar panels. 

Wastewater is drained to the onsite 
septic tank (3). which treats waste 

with naturally occurring anaerobic 

bacteria, then releases it to a drainage 
field consisting of long, slender 
porous channels buried in the lawn 

(4). The hoses allow the waste to seep 

into the soil to irrigate and fertil ize 

the grass and plants. 

·· ~·-;-: .. . :. - ,. ·. 4 
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Click here: 
To learn more about rainwater harvesting, 
check out: harvestinarajnwater.com and 
grevwatergueri llas.com. • 
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DWELL REPORTS 

If you chase long afternoons 
lolling by the pool, with longer 
evenings of the same, there 
is only one piece of furniture 
on your mind. Ours too. 

Americans have long butchered for
eign tongues, and no language has 

gotten it in the neck quite so badly as 
French. Though our Canadian neigh
bors parlez-vous from time to time, 
it hasn't mattered one whit. Be it the 
over-Frenchification of certain Yanks 

longue of the French chaise longue 
(literally "long chair") in favor of a pro

nunciation as lazy as the lounger. 
In the language dodge this is called 

an "eggcorn" (after a commonly mis
heard variant on "acorn" ), an incorrect 
or bowdlerized term of art that sticks 

who store their mem-whaws in their around because, well, it kind of makes 
arm-whaws to the over-Americanizing sense-after all, what ought one do 
of that fine school in South Bend, on a chaise longue but lounge? And, 
Noter Daym, we chew up and spit thus, an American seating classic, 
out la belle langue like an oversalted as well as a fraught debate among 
plate of freedom frites. And little hidebound grammarians, clucking 

........ .............. ....... .. ..... . ... ..................... ........... ~-<?~':!.~~- ~!~.r:i!~.~ ~~ -~-f~.~r:i!~~.~~-~f!~.i~: ......... ~~~~.<::hr:':'~':!! .~!'"!~. ~-~~!~.':!~. P.~C?!~!~~- .. .. .. . 
nado than a Midwestern drawl or a revelers was born. The identity crisis 
clipped New Englander's patter wrap
ping itself around the undisputed 
don of outdoor relaxation: the Chaze 
Lounge. Long gone is the lingual 

continues, but one thing is clear: 
For all the semantic simpering, when 
the sun is out, there's no place we'd 
rather be. 
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Vintage Chaise 

Story by Aaron Britt 
Portrait by Aya Brackett 

66 March 2009 

. ·:::-.·.· .. . · .. : · ... 

.. :::/:::.· .. 

:_.:::::. .· :.· . ... 

. . : ::·\ .. ::.:: 

.:::::::-. 
: · .. 

. .. . . ·: . .. 

By Henry Hall Designs I Sta1M1a.-~ 
steel base w ith resin seat I Available 
in white, bronze, and bamboo I 
33.5" H x 28.25" W x 68" LI $4,900 I 
henryhalldesigns.com 

Expert Opinion: This chaise is chal
lenging for t he vertically challenged
like me, at 5'4". There is one sweet 
spot on this chair, and if you miss it, 
you're sliding down into the scoop. 
Aesthetically this chaise is a real winner, 
but because it 's in a fixed posit ion, 
there's only one way to really sit in 

... . ·.::.·.···· 

it. For me this is a far better chaise 
to look at than to relax in. 

What We Think: At nearly five grand 
and a bulky 92 pounds, this beaut ifully 
clean white curve is perhaps better 

suited to the NBA-size frame and 
pocketbook. But if you've got the 
stature and you don't mind lugging 
it from poolside to the barbecue, 
its sculptural form is pure California. 
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DW ELL REPORTS 

1966 Adjustable 
Chaise Lounge 

By Richard Schultz Design I Cast alumi
num with vinyl coated polyester mesh I 
14.5" H x 25.5" W x 76" LI Available in 

white, camel, onyx, silver, and chestnut I 
$3,275 I richardschultz.com 

Expert Opinion: The Richard Schultz 

chaise reminds me of a David Hockney 

painting- all those wonderful colors
and living in L.A. next to a pool. It's 

just perfect. It feels like vacation. It also 

manages to have the fewest parts 
necessary, which I really respect. 

W hat We Think: The Schultz is 
undoubt edly the classic of the lot, and 

though we'd be enamored purely 
based on aesthetics, the light frame 

and wheels make us want to drag this 

chaise with us everywhere we go. In 

production since 1966, the Adjustable 

Chaise Lounge has also benefited 
from more than 40 years of tinkering 

and small upgrades since its debut. 

·~ : =.:·.). ... :: : 
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Veneto Stackable 
Chaise Longue 

MVS Chaise 
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By the Bouroullec brothers for Magis/ 
Steel tube frame with polyamide slats/ 

Available in green, blue, white, and 
black, with gray or brown cushions/ 

33.5" H x 26.8" W x 58.9" L/$704/ 
magisdesign.com 

Expert O pinion: This one's definitely 

aesthetically pleasing, but it's not a 
great departure from the classic pool 

chaise. It's more about materials

especially the plastic strips which 

have this really luscious, Jolly Rancher 
candy quality that I like-than form. 

It has a very modern materiality, but 

By Unopiu for Design Within Reach I 
Teak frame with WaProlace (polyethyl
ene fiber) netting I 11.75" H x 27.5" W 

x 76.5" LI $1 ,400 I dwr.com 

Expert Opinion: To me this one is 

like Swiss Family Robinson meets chic 
Topanga Canyon. Out of all of the 
chaises, this one is the most aestheti

cal ly appealing to me. It's the least 

slick, the least about flashy technology. 

It's about nice, organic materials you 
actually want to be and live around. 

The Veneto has an elegant, but real ly 

rough-hewn quality, like you are 

By Maarten Van Severen for Vitra I 
Polyurethane foam in either stainless
steel or chrome base and leather or 

foam head pillow I Available in black 

or bright red I 34.25" H x 18" W x 

60.75" LI $2,835-3, 135 I vitra.com 

Expert Opinion: I really fee l like I'm 

at the psychiatrist's office on this one. 

When it's back in shrink mode you feel 
real ly well supported, and when you're 

up, perched in cool and casual mode, 
you do, too. The materials strike me 

as a bit institutional, which limited my 

there's r'IOt a lot MW beir'lg said here, 
nothing is being reinterpreted. 

W hat We Think: Though it does 
hearken back to chaises of yore, the 

lightweight but sturdy slats provide 

ample support against sagging under 

the weight of the sitter and cracking 

under the g lare of the sun. And as 
a re latively affordable option, the 

Striped collection offers a lot of design 

bang foir your buck. 

stranded on some modernist desert 

island in a gauzy tennis dress . 
What We Think: Though it does 

resemble a tennis net strung across a 

teak frame, we appreciate the Veneto's 
versatility. Unlike most of the chaises 

here, one could conceivably ro ll com
pletely over, or, God forbid, lie on 

one's stomach. Those in it for the long 

lounge can also look forward to nice 

waffle patterns across the backs of 
their thighs. 

expectations, but this chaise is quite 

wel l balanced. This is a good one. 
What We Think: We love the two 

positions this chaise affords: fu lly 

reclined and sitting up. But it's sonar

row that we don't know where to put 

our arms. Go for the stainless-steel 

base and polyurethane p illow if you're 

storing yours outdoors as they're most 
likely to stand up to a little inclement 

weather. In terms of versatility, the 
MVS holds its own indoors as well. II 
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Contempora ry 
Cl assical 
Totally Origi n a l 
To request a brochure. please 

telephone 866-493-8426 or visit 

www.amdega-machin.com 
Worldwide + 44 1325 349589 
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Handcrafted in England 
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CELEBRATE MODERN HOMES AT PORTLAND'S 
STREET OF EAMES TOUR 

Portland will be celebrating modern design this spring with its fourth 
annual modern home tour called "Street of Eames." A mix of seven distinctive 
mid-century and contemporary modern homes will be open for one day 
to raise money for after-school enrichment programs for homeless students 
at two Portland public elementary schools. 

Advance tickets with donation on sale now. General admission tickets 

on sale February 16, 2009. Tickets are only available on line. 

April 18, 2009 
Portland, Oregon 
streetofeames.org 

e street of eames 
• • portland's modern home tour 
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CONVERSATION 

Environ a 
Studio 

"Building a freestanding pref ab 
home is, in a sense, building 
a green SUV: You're greening 
up the wrong thing." 

l 

For the past 23 years, Sydney-based 
architects Tone Wheeler and Jan 
O'Connor of Environa Studio have 
experimented with the vocabulary 
of modern design-inspired both by 
prefab assembly and by the legend
arily balmy Australian climate. Open 
walls, multiple layers of sun-shading 
screens, and even mobile kitchens 
figure prominently in their compact, 
crisply defined spaces. 

Story by Geoff Manaugh 

70 March 2009 

To date, Environa has worked in 
planning, landscape, urban renova
tion, and architecture-sometimes 
all at once-and at almost every level 
of occupation, from apartments and 
multi-unit residences through to whole 
development masterplans. 

We caught up with Wheeler and 
O'Connor for a brief but enthusiastic 
conversation during their recent trip 
through San Francisco . .,. 

Residential projects by Environa Studio 
include the Smith Street house in Manly (top 
right), the e3 home (center left and right), 

and a holiday retreat on Little Green Island. 

Dwell 
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CONVERSATION 

One of the things you mentioned 

last year when you spoke at Dwell 
on Design was that architects can 

influence how a building's future 

residents will dress: Open walls, 

radiant heat, and internal courtyards 
can all affect what the inhabitants 

might choose to wear. How do 

you comfortably bridge that gap 
between clothing and architecture? 

Tone Wheeler: A house is really just the 

outer layer of clothing. You can think 

of it as being an adaptable, adjustable, 
f lexib le piece of clothing. A house then 

becomes part of a lifestyle- and good 

architecture can improve that lifestyle. 
For instance, a passive solar home is 

physically more comfortable than 

air-condit ioning- because you've got 

radiant heating and cooling- but it's 
also more sustainable. 

There's an old saying that a passive 

house requires an active occupant. 
The downside of that is that you have 

to interact with the house, which can 

become tedious; the upside is that the 
house, with its series of layers- from 

curtains and blinds to windows, doors, 

and even storm shutters- becomes 
more interesting and more fun. What 

you wear can change, but so does 

your whole lifestyle. 
Jan O'Conno r: Something I don't see 

much in the United States is layers 

of sun screens and shading devices
we do a lot of that in Australia. 

TW: But the energy codes now are 

obsessed with energy use, encouraging 
well-insulated, closed boxes instead 

The architects describe their Smith Street 
project in Manly (top and bottom) as part 
of the firm's "continuing exploration of 
courtyard housing." Here, that courtyard is 

72 March 2009 

of focusing on the end goal, which 

is thermal comfort. Comfort is not 

so easy to regulate! 

Some of your work also integrates 

mobile furniture and even mobile 
cooktops in the kitchen. 

JO: The mobile kitchen was actually for 

an ideas project called House of the 
Future. We've used that principle not 

just in furn iture but also in flexib le 

walls, adjustable windows and doors, 

roofs that can fold back, and spaces 

that can be screened. 

TW: And that extends all the way from 

the very edge of the project, with the 
outdoor landscape. 

JO: We try to allow a certain amount 

of flexibil ity in our projects. You're 

not using the same room in the same 

way 365 days of the year. The house 
is flex ib le enough that you can use 

one room in the evening and one in 

the morning-or you can adjust the 
spaces so that they're used at different 

times of day and even d ifferent times 
of year. It goes down to the modernist 

tradit ion of furn iture that's light and 

easy to move. 
Sustainability needs to go beyond 

just materials and energy use; we 

need to start thinking about density, 
size, f lexibility-fitting more things 

into smaller spaces. Everything would 

be small and compact-but everything 
would fold out at full size. 

TW: For instance, we're now doing 
what we call "six-packs": We take 

a single house out and replace it with 

six dwellings, whether apartments 
or townhouses. The freestanding 

home has almost had its day. It's 

over. Build ing a freestanding prefab 
home is, in a sense, build ing a green 

SUV: You're greening up the wrong 

thing. We need to be looking at two-, 
four-, and six-pack housing, where 

every house still has access to soil, 

to ground to grow things, and to 

a personal identity. That's where 
I think prefab and modularity could 

really p lay a part. 

You've also pointed out that when 

someone says their house is 100 
years old, it's only the walls that are 
1 00 years old: The kitchen is brand-

a massive two-story light well bringing fresh 
air into the home; a ground -floor kitchen 
opens an entire wall onto the outside for 
a cool-but private-place to eat. 8 

new, the floors were redone last 

decade, and the bathrooms were 

all replaced five years ago. 
TW: Bathrooms and kitchens are 

always what people want to replace. 

They wear o ut quickly or they get 
shabby; cabinets are just torn out 

and sent to the landfill. To me that's 

the leading edge of unsustainability
that we build very poor bathrooms and 

kit chens, because all of them need 

to be rep laced. At Environa, we try to 
make our kitchens and bathrooms

which, of course, will be out-of-date 

someday-easy to pull out, without 
much energy. You just unplug t hem. 

But in Australia it's very interesting 

how the rise of the barbecue- men 
getting i n touch w ith their inner beast 

by burning meat- is actually like you're 
seeing the b irth of a mini-kitchen ... 

JO: An outdoor room ... 

TW: An outdoor kitchen! So we took 
that idea, and we got the very best of 

these barbecues, and we just wheeled 
it back into the house and we said, 

Here's the kitchen! [laughs] If you want 

to barbecue, you wheel it back outside. 
It's the same object parked in d ifferent 

rooms, provided you can p lug it in, 

w ithout a full renovation. 

High-end barbecue equipment is 

the fut ure of the modern kitchen? 
TW: Barbecuing is a perfect example 

of people going back outdoors, with 
the doorrs open. It's a lifestyle. 

That leads us back to t he notion 

that living in your house is a lifestyle
and our architecture is about improv
ing that lifestyle. Our houses are about 

quality of life. HI 
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2008 Jury Award Winners 
Restaurant Category 

Photo Jack Coyier 

media sponsors: 

CALL FOR 
ENTRIES 
The 5th Annual 
AIA Los Angeles 
Restaurant Design Awards 
Celebrating excellence in the design of 
restaurants, cafes, bars, lounges & nightclubs. 

Registration deadline Friday April 3rd 

Materials deadline Friday May 1st 

VISI T AIALOSANGELES.ORG 
FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO ENTER. 

OR CALL 213.639.0777 

A AIA Los Angeles = A Chapter of the American Institute of Archttects 
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Oowra 
Under 
They might be half a world away from the U.S., 
but Australia and New Zealand are strikingly 
familiar-and full of lessons even the most 
established architect can learn. 

Dwell 
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Featured Houses: 
Pages 78-101 

Three of our best houses yet 
take us on a sustained south· 
ern trip through the moving 
walls and sunscreens of 
residential architecture Down 

Under. Walk the wraparound 
verandas, steps, and decking 
of these three houses, from 
the mountains to the coasts, all 
tailor-made for modern living. 

0 Noosa, Australia • Bal main Point, Australia 9 Queenstown, New Zealand 
Bark House Architects Tonkin Zulaikha Greer Architects Kerr Ritchie Architects 

..... ..... .. ?.~--~~:-~.s ................................. .... -~~-. ~?.--:~~ ....... ............................. PP: ?.4.~'.?~ ................................................................................... . 

Ace in the Home: 
Pages 102-114 

Because three houses would 
never be enough, we've as· 
sembled this roundup of seven 
more inspiring homes. Broken 
spheres and irregular additions 

mix it up with incredible wood
work and the ever· present 
shutter, revealing the true 
dimensions of domestic space 
on the other side of the world. 

0 Fitzroy, Australia 0 Freshwater Beach, Australia 0 Hawthorn, Australia 0 Tauranga, New Zealand 
Andrew Maynard Architects Chenchow Little Architects McBride Charles Ryan Herbst Architects 

r .. ......... ?.~·.'.~~:-~~-3 ................. . ....... . ... . .... -~~: ~?~.~ '.~? .................................. P: !~.6 .......................... . . . ........... P: .1.~~ .................. . . . .............. . . . . . . . . 

111111~ l111111llllll~ll1illlll111llll1I 
0 Oueanbeyan, Australia C!) Auckland, New Zealand fl!> Mangawhai, New Zealand 

Dennis Formiatti Architect Stevens Lawson Architects Strachan Group Architects 

.... ....... P: .1.~~ ....................... ....... .... ..... -~·. '.'.? .... ........ ........... ................. PP: .1~.z.~ :1.~ .......... ...... ........... ........................ ...... .......... ...... .......... . 

As the need to live sustainably becomes increas
ingly urgent-getting more from less, like true 
modernists-the countries Down Under present 
a particularly interesting test case. From water 
shortages and urban sprawl to living in harmony 
with spectacular landscapes, Australia and New 

76 March 2009 

Zealand are more than just fantastic tourism des
tinations: They are exemplary lands from which 
even the most seasoned architects and designers 
can pick up new ideas and skills. The houses 
on these pages are so good we just had to show 
them off once again. 

Dwell 
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Appendix: 
Houses We've ,Loved 

Since our premiere issue, 
we've fallen in love with houses 
from all over the planet-but 

even we were surprised to see 
how many of them were in 

Australia and New Zealand. It 
seemed time to devote a whole 
issue to these countries-and 

this index to homes in previous 
issues helps to show why. 

© Brisbane, Australia @ Kangaroo Valley, Australia © Riversdale, Australia @ Sydney, Australia 
Alice Hampson Glenn Murcutt Glenn Murcutt Harry Seidler 

................ ~.e.c.e.~_b_e_r.~O?? ...... .. ....... . .. • ... •......... J.u.~'. .2.~~~ ............. .. ..................... Au~.u.s_t?~?~ ................... . ...... . ....... A_u_~~~t. ~?0.1 . . . . . . . ...... . . •.. . .. .. ..... . . . . . . 

11111111 11 ~ i~o#====;:::, =f =, ~rn 
@ Sydney, Australia © Unbuilt (Sydney, Australia) @ Hobart, Tasmania @ Auckland, New Zealand 

Hugh Buh rich Collins and Turner Architects 1 +2 Architecture Patrick Clifford 

. •. ...•• ........ ~~y .2.~o~ .........•....... •.......... . ....... ~.u.ly'.A~g.u.s_t ???~ .......... . . . ... ...... ........ ~':~~'.m_b'. '. ~?.~~ ....... •......• •. . ............ ?.~?b_e_r_~??~ ....... •............. •..... •..... 

@ Bruny Island, Tasmania @ Great Mackerel Beach, Australia ® Myocum, Australia © Auckland, New Zealand 
1 +2 Architecture Dawson Brown Architecture James Grose Architectus 

.... . . . ........ ~P.r!ll~~~ ~.o.~~ ...... . ..... . ............ •..... _J_u_lr~~~~-u.s_t _2~?: . ............... . ........... . . De~~~~~~i.J_a.~~a'.Y. ~?.o.~ ......... •.. . ... •...... ~P.r!l.~??.6 ........... •..... . . •..... •..... •.... 

@ Victoria, Australia 
Daniel Holan Architects 

@ Dangar Island, Australia 
Sue Harper 

@) Wellington, New Zealand 
Architecture Workshop 

® Sydney, Australia 
Joel Farnan and Michelle Findlay 

......... • .... .. ~~~ .2.~~~ .....••..•.. . ..•.. . ........ . . . . . ... . . N~~~·n~c'. ~.o.o~ . . . . . . ........ . ... •.. . . . ...... ~~~?~?~'.'J··-~~~'.>'. ~?.~~ ...... ................. ~?'.'.~ ??.~: ............ ........ ........ .... . 

El 

@ Brisbane, Australia @ Sydney, Australia @ Kingston, Tasmania @ Sydney, Australia 
Kevin Hayes Architects Steve Kennedy room11 Harry Seidler 

.. .......... .... !~!~'~~~~~~ ~?.~7 . . .............. • ... •........ -~~~~~~~~ ~.o.~~ ............ .•. . . . . . •••.. . . . .. . ~.al 2?.o.s . . .. •.. . ••• ...... . ..... . ... . .. . .... J~~-e. ~?.~~ ... . ..... . .......... . ....... . .... . 
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Site 
Unseen 
story by Jaillle Gross 
Photos by Richard Powers 

An unvisited ocean-facing plot of land, a 
couple of architect neighbors, and one giant 
leap of faith have netted a pair of erstwhile 
Londoners a dream home of their own in 
northeast Australia. 

Few people would spend their life savings on a 
plot of land they'd never seen. Two exceptions are 
Adrienne Webb and S.tefan Dunlop, who, while 
living in a loft in London, snapped up an acre of land 
in northeastern Australia, 10,000 miles away. "In 
some ways, we're a bit impulsive," says Dunlop, 
a New Zealand-born painter, in what is clearly an 
understatement. They were also homesick: After six 
years in "gray, grimy" London, they longed for the 
idyllic weather and breathtaking natural beauty of 
Australia, where they'd lived previously and where 
Webb, an investment planner, grew up. Ready to 
have children of their own, they wanted to be closer 
to their families. 

Dunlop's parents, who lived in Brisbane, took up 
the case and found the couple some land atop a 
wooded ridge above Noosa, a stylish beach town on 
Australia's northeastern coast. "It was obviously 
a cracking site," Dunlop says now, gesturing off 
his deck to a rolling sea of bright green eucalyptus, 
sloping for miles down to an ocean dotted with 
yachts and freighters:. Despite the giant leap of faith 
required, it was something of a risk-free investment: 
Dunlop's parents were so enamored of the property 
that they vowed to buy it if the couple balked. 

A few months later, when Dunlop was in Sydney 
for an exhibition of his paintings, he hopped a 
plane to Noosa to check out their purchase. He was 
thrilled. When he wandered next door to introduce 
himself to his future neighbors, he was pleased to 1~ 
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The open-plan living 
room was i nspired by 
the couple's previous 
residence , a London 
lof t . The pai ntings 
are by Dunlop while 
the chandelier and most 
of t he furniture axe 
f xom London flea maxkets 
and eBay. The louvered 
floox -t o-ceiling 
windows, ceiling fan, 
and sl i ding deck dooxs 
usher in sea bxeezes 
and encour age good aix 
ci.Yculat ion . 

r -
1 

discover two of the eight-person firm Bark Design 
Architects. When the principals Lindy Atkin and 
Stephen Guthrie learned who he was, they were keen 
to design his future house.Atkin's and Guthrie's 
enthusiasm was somewhat self-serving-"We were 
terrified of having to look out on a big-block man
s ion or a Tuscan bunker,n Guthrie admits- but also 
big-hearted. Unlike many of their neighbors, who'd 
erected tall fences at the edges of their property, the 
architects were determined to preserve the scenic 
views from the road, a popular route for cyclists and 
drivers. "We wanted our architecture to 'give back' 
to the street,n as Guthrie puts it. Dunlop liked them 
immediately, and a collaboration was born. 

The architects' brief was to create a warm and 
airy three-bedroom house for a growing family and 
to preserve some of the elements the couple loved 
about warehouse living, including an open plan and 
soaring 16-foot ceilings. Dunlop also wanted a 
painting studio with natural lighting, raw plywood 
walls, and an extra-tall roof to accommodate his 
larger works. To help steer the design, the couple put 
together a scrapbook of images that inspired them 
and sent it to the architects: tear sheets from design 
magazines of houses they loved, Polaroids of mid
century-modern furniture, fixtures they'd purchased 
at London flea markets (along with measurements, 
so the architects could design the rooms to fit), 
and photographs of Dunlop's paintings, "to show 
that the artwork came first, and furnishings ... 

' 
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"We were terrified of having to look out on 
a big-block mansion or a Tuscan bunker." 

Stephen Guthrie 
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In his det ached painting 
studio ( below) , Dunlop 
considers a work in 
pr ogr ess . The building 
is oriented east-west 
to avoid direct sun
light, and the long , 
narrow shape enables 
the artist to get some 
di stance from his 
paintings as he works. 
An oversize front door 
and angled ceiling 
accommodate extra-l arge 
canvases ; the plywood 
walls and floor can 
ably endure a beating, 
or, as i s more likely, 
stray splashes of pai nt. 
The studio (opposite, 
t op right) is clad in 
corrugated tin, echoing 
t he adjacent water 
storage tanks, which 
collect and filt er 
rai nwat er off t he r oof . 
Batten screens of 
spotted gum wood sheath 
the house (opposite, 
bottom right) and al low 
ventilat ion into t he 
outdoor s t orage area 
(opposite, bottom left) , 
a nod t o t r aditi onal 
Queensland archi tecture. 

82 March 2009 

second, and that the paintings weren't necessarily 
going to match the couch," says Webb. "When all 
that 'sos and 'Gos California-style stuff came over, we 
were like, 'Yes!"' Atkins recalls, clapping her hands 
in delight. "We love that aesthetic, too. That's when 
we knew this was going to work out beautifully." 

After an intensive eight-month design process, 
however, the project hit a snag: Construction costs 
had skyrocketed in the intervening months, and the 
bids coming back from the builders were beyond 
the couple's budget. Rather than ask the architects to 
downscale and redraw the plans, Webb and Dunlop 
got creative with their approach. "Once you've been 
shown the best, it's hard to scale your expectations 
back," he explains. "At that point, we'd bend over 
backward to make it happen." What they did do
become their own lead contractor-was no less gym
nastic. Webb, eight months pregnant, sat through 
the required owner-builder exams and handled 
all the subcontracting. Meanwhile Dunlop, along 
with his father, chipped in with labor, prepping 
the foundation and laying slate tiles by day and then, 
pressed by a deadline for an upcoming exhibition, 
painting in a ramshackle milking shed on a nearby 
dairy farm late into the night. 

Because they were first-time builders and their 
architects' office was only 25 feet away, the couple 
stopped in daily, peppering the duo with questions. 
"The engineering side was really tough to get 
our heads around," explains Dunlop. "We probably 

drained them more than the average client." (The 
architects concur.) "It was fully stressful," Dunlop 
says. "Adrienne and I were both running on empty 
by the end of it. We got to a point where we just said 
to the tradesmen, 'Okay, that's it- no more money, 
no more work.' We moved in with a lot still left 
to complete and spent the past few years tinkering 
away on weekends." 

The final product-essentially a steel-framed glass 
box clad in strips of spotted gum timber and sheets 
of fiber cement- is a modern take on traditional 
Queensland architecture, raised off the ground to 
allow for plenty of storage beneath (the family uses 
the space to dry laundry, store firewood, and park 
their classic red Mercedes). 

It's also built to be as sustainable as possible. Their 
tap water comes from rainwater collected off the roof 
and is stored in corrugated iron tanks, and septic 
waste is processed onsite and used to irrigate their 
garden. In keeping with passive solar principles, 
the layout encourages natural ventilation, and an 
overhanging roof allows direct sunlight to penetrate 
the house in the winter but keeps things cool in 
the summer. A square plunge pool, inspired by the 
concrete Sao Paulo houses the couple included 
in their "brainstorm book," throws shimmering 
light patterns on the living-room ceiling and cools 
northeast breezes on their way from the ocean to 
the house- it can also be used as a firefighting water 
source in a region prone to bush fires. I• · 

c Dwell 
I I 



TINBEERWAH HOUSE 

FLOOR PLANS 
• Bedroom 
B Master Bedroom 
C Walk -In Closet 
D Deck 
E Pool 
F Carpark 

UPPER FLOOR 

LOWER FLOOR 

Dwell 

G Entry 
H Library 
I Ki t chen 
J Living/ Dining Area 
K St udi o 
L Water Tanks 
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The house strikes an elegant balance between 
transparency and privacy. The loftlike great room
combining kitchen, dining room, and living room
opens onto an intimate, enclosed study. In the 
master bedroom a custom cedar-and-tatami sliding 
screen of Webb's design covers an opening in the 
bedroom wall; when pulled aside, it reveals a bird's
eye view of the living room and kitchen below. 
Gigantic, thoughtfully placed windows frame views 
of the vast surrounding landscape-yet provide 
privacy from the architects' adjacent studio-while 
generous stretches of gallery-white walls offer 
plenty of display space for Dunlop's art.A sense of 
interconnectedness reigns: The master bathroom 
flows seamlessly into the bedroom, and the concrete 
pool on the living room deck is also accessible, if 
you're brave, by a leap from one on the second floor. 

Despite the agonies of the building process, Webb, 
as much as she loves the finished product, swears 
she wouldn't do it again. From their glass-walled 
studio next door, the architects frequently spy driv
ers stopping to take pictures of the home and the 
view beyond. Dunlop says their friends love the way 
the house showcases the eclectic furniture and "bits 
and bobs" they've picked up over the years. They 
may only be recovering from their exhaustion now, 
one house, another baby, and one hyperactive 
puppy later, but in Dunlop's eyes, it was all worth it: 
"When you're designing your own home, you've 
really got to go for it- there's no other time." HI 
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bathxoom (opposite, 
bottom) can be sealed 
off from the master 
bedroom by two sliding 
doors , or le~ open for 
a lo~like feel. Webb 
surveya t he view from 
the •lookout deck• 
off the bedroom (oppo
site top), and Dunlop 
demonstrates the deck' s 
secondary use: as a 
launching pad into the 
concrete plunge pool 
on the first floor . ~ 





PJ:oject: zulaikha- Lauxence Residence 
Architect: Tonkin Zulaikha G:cee:c Al:chitects 
Location: Balmain Point, Australia 

Balmain Point is one of Sydney's suburbs that is 
largely coastline. It is a wide peninsula severed from 
the landmass of the city by Victoria Road, an arterial 
stretch of dusty tarmac that otherwise connects 
the central business district with the west. Balmain 
is densely populated with terrace housing, small 
cottages, and industrial waterfront buildings; it 
is the kind of area whose working-class roots and 
bohemian characters make it ripe for gentrification. 
Indeed, over the last few years, the Balmain penin
sula has seen a great deal of development. Much of 
its industrial heritage has disappeared, and the lean, 
economically planned housing stock has grown fat 
with multiple renovations. 

However, the southern edge of the area has held 
its own much more gracefully than the north. In 
the north, Balmain Power Station once rivaled the 
south's White Bay Power Station for sheer awesome
ness, with Constructivist conveyer belts spanning 
hundreds of meters at just the right angle to suggest 
that this, sir, would be the perfect venue for a major 
museum of contemporary art-but Balmain's station 
was instead knocked down to build apartments 
and townhouses of insulting banality. 

Starting at the still-standing remnants of white 
Bay Station (its majesty prompting every citizen 
to hold an opinion on its proper reuse: It ought 
to be a school, a maritime museum, a fish market), 
past the open concrete apron that greets and 
unloads large freighters full of automobiles assem
bled in South Africa, and on to the water-police ._. 
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headquarters, the industrial fringe of Balmain 
finishes at a small public reserve. overlooking this 
reserve is a small stone building, originally a gun
powder store and now the residence of architect 
Brian Zulaikha and artist Janet Laurence. 

The store sits at the end of an extremely narrow 
pathway. Not only did this make construction dif
ficult, it rules out having the newspaper delivered, 
and it also necessitates an approach to the house 
on foot-a slow and measured arrival that sets the 
tone for the house itself. 

"I've actually lived on this street for 30 years, in 
three different houses," says Zulaikha. "It's charming 
and often used as a film set. I originally lived on 
a hill in a place that I subdivided, so I always knew 
this was here. Of course, there was no park here then, 
and it was used as a rubbish tip for the maritime 
services, but we used to climb through a hole in the 
fence and take the dog for walks around the area. 
When it came up for sale-it was owned by a chap 
in Los Angeles, incidentally-I knew it had potential." 

Zulaikha and Laurence bought the property, built 
a kitchen, and camped downstairs for two years 
before undertaking any major work on the house. 
During this time, they planned their impending 
extensions. "I was determined that as much of 
it would be as open as possible," Zulaikha states, 
something they achieved through a series of sliding 
glazed doors that allow the outdoor rooms to be 
open, closed, and all variations in between.•·· 
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Exposed timber rafters 
(left) support the roof, 
which is peeled back at 
the rear of the site to 
draw in warmth from the 
northern sun. Inside, 
a suspended staircase 
rises up past the 

couple's bookcase over 
a well-lit seating nook. 
Aalto stools by Artek 
join Eames molded 
plywood dining chairs 
by Herman Miller to give 
an es~ecially modern 
touch to the kitchen. 
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The original masonry building establishes a 
general arrangement for the rest of the house, with 
kitchen and dining areas downstairs, living and 
bedroom above.A timber veranda is wrapped around 
two sides of this stone core, where an internal stair 
also doubles as a library, complete with built-in sofa 
and custom artwork. Poking its head out to the 
side, with a scrubby mop of greenery for a wig, there 
is a small bathhouse. 

When I arrive, it is from up a series of staggered 
steps under the veranda, each step a separate con
crete plinth, individually cast, they explain, with 
great difficulty. At the top is a space that seems to 
characterize much of this small house: open-air, 
covered overhead, and with external operable walls 
that might be closed for protection against the 
southerly winds while still maintaining a sense of 
being outside. "This sort of thing happens all the 
time," says Zulaikha. "Are you inside or are you out
side? Well, on a cold day, you know you are outside!" 

Although the house faces south- this being the 
southern hemisphere, where the sun strikes from 
the north- zulaikha was not perturbed. "We lived 
in two houses while we built this one, and both 
of them had courtyards that faced north. We 
couldn't stand the heat. There were no screens, 
and the dog was out there sweltering because there 
was no shade to protect it.So 1 got to hate that 
direction a little bit! We did open the roof to catch 
some of the northern sun, though." •1• 

The sun cuts down into 
the upstairs bathroom 
t hrough skyl ights (top 
right) , cast ing r hythmi c 
shadows of roof beams 
onto t he floo:c nnd 

wall s. The bat hroom 
includes a cantil evered 
toilet by Catalano. 
On the main floor , t he 
ki tchen i sland (bott om 
r ight and opposite) 
i s like Zulaikha ' s own 
version of a Donald Judd 
sculptw:e : minimal, 
freest anding, and 
geometric . The kitchen 
includes cei l ing l i ghts 
whose f i t tings are 
recessed and off set ; 
t heir glow is both 
diffuse and elusive . f) 
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Zulaikha gestures to the window at the rear of 
the deep kitchen bench, looking west to the ANZAC 
Bridge, when he points out that the house is also 
now the venue for a fortnightly film club. Local 
film-industry friends bring around prerelease copies 
of movies. "We do a lot of entertaining, actually,n 
Zulaikha says, "so the kitchen is a real focal point, 
and it opens out to this great view.n 

The house is also full of art. "There's nothing 
terribly directed about it, really, just things we 
have accumulated over the years," Zulaikha tries to 
explain-but he is somewhat unconvincing, given 
the wide array on display. Artwork by Jonathan 
Jones, in particular- purchased by the square meter 
and composed of light bulbs and electrical cabling 
woven through the wall- dominates the stair 
landing while a cabinet at the top of the stairs holds 
a thousand wonders.After all, Janet Laurence herself 
is an artist, her work concerned with transparency, 
biology, memory, and the ephemeral. 

While the house embodies the principles of her 
art practice in the thinness of its edges, changing 
surface qualities, and ability to capture the memory 
of its occupants through the accumulation of marks 
on its internal surfaces, like a rudimentary computer, 
Laurence has contributed to the house directly in 
at least two instances. 

First is a set of painted sliding doors that leads 
to the upstairs living area. In contrast to the solid 
timber detailing, which has resonance with the 
home's sturdy industrial context, these glazed doors 
are washed with a light, milky paint-creating 
shadows suggestive of the ever-changing light off 
the harbor or of a guest sleeping on the veranda. 

The second is a single piece of glass that marks 
the end of a wall in the downstairs bathroom, a far 
less obvious mark to leave and much more delightful 
as a result.As Zulaikha explains, the small brick 
wall leading into the bathroom was the only new 
masonry wall in the house; wanting an entirely 
glass bathhouse, Laurence was not supportive of 
the crudeness of a painted brick wall. In the end, 
the wall stayed, but a thin piece of clear glass was 
propped in place at the end of it. The glass is sepa
rated from the brick face by only an inch, suggestive 
of a glitch or a stray CAD line that was not deleted, 
describing an alternative endpoint for the wall. 

The vertical timber elements on the veranda, 
while certainly an effective visual filter, are equally 
important in embedding the house within its 
context of harborside industrial infrastructure. 
The steady march of the wharf pilings on the 
opposite side of the harbor, as seen through these 
screens, knits the house into its context. "Janet 
and I wake up every morning, look out over our feet, 
and take note of the changing color of the harbor," 
says Zulaikha. "It is remarkable that it can change 
from day to day, from lilac to blue to green to pink." 

This might be a house of movable walls and ever
changing screens, but it is this constant relationship 
with its site that binds the house to its city- and 
its owners, in turn, to it. Il l 
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When Bronwen Kerr and 
Pete Ritchie ( right) 
decided to relocate from 
New Zealand ' s capit al , 
Wellington, to Queen
stown, on the country's 
South Island, they 
designed a new home for 
themselves and their 
three childr en on a sit e 
Ritchie had purchased 
when he was living in 
t he area- a stunning 
lakeside pl ot . Working 
in partnership , the 
couple devised a home 
and studi o that is 
separated by a passage 
through the middle of 
t he bui l ding (thi s 
page) . The sunny side 
of t he home (opposite) 
is clad i n cedar 
weat herboards and 
features sleeping 
quarters on the upper 
l evel with living 
spaces below. 

Pzoj ec1: : Kerr-Ritchie Residence 
Archi tect: Bronwen Kerr and Pete Ritchie 
Location: Queenstown, New Zealand 

Dwell 

The gorgeous alpine region of Queenstown, on 
New Zealand's South Island, has always been popular 
with domestic visitors. But in recent years the area 
has seen an international tourism boom, fueled at 
least in part by The Lord of the Rings trilogy, some 
of which was filmed here. The sumptuous vistas, 
excellent vineyards, and exhilarating sense of isola
tion make a handful of well-off visitors fall so in 
love with the place that they decide to stay. This 
phenomenon has spawned an architectural style 
best described as steroidal, with grandiose homes 
striving to assert their presence among all the 
spectacular scenery. 

The profusion of megahomes-many of them 
occupied only a few months of the year-can become 
depressing. Luckily, a visit to the home of local 
architects Bronwen Kerr and Pete Ritchie and their 
children- Archie, seven; Linus, five; and Olive, 
three-is the perfect antidote to this rectilinear 
bravado. Here, the duo has dreamed up a building 
that doesn't try to compete with its spectacular 
surroundings but seems genuinely at ease in them. 
"We wanted to relax and let our house fit the land
scape as if it's reclining into it," Kerr says. "Elements 111· 
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One bathioom ( above) 
featuies a laddeI that 
l eads up to a yoga 
studio. The kids 
( I i ght), Al:chie, Linus, 
and Olive, stand in 
the kitchen, beneath 
the stiand boaid-clad 
stai:rwell that leads 
to the bediooms. KeII 
and Ritchie initially 
envisaged Iich mateiials 
foI the inteiior, but 
c h ange d t heir minda i n 

favoI of what they call 
a "cartoony" appioach 
with cheapeI, haid
wearing elements. "We 
didn ' t want the space 
to feel too grown-up," 
Kerr says. 
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"We gained confidence and tried a few things 
out. Our response to the landscape became 
more sophisticated, and the planning and 
the form gradually became more fluid, more 
of an intuitive response to the site." 
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Queenstown gets col d 
in wi nter, hence the 
installation of a sauna 
(le~) . outside, the 
landscaping was kept 
deliber ately casual, 
with rock walls and 
gravel paths. The home 
is made up of two parts 
(below) : a rear wing 
containing the studio 
and a guest room, and 
the north-facing living 
quarters (which, in 
the southern hemisphere, 
attract the most sun) 

overlooking the lake. 
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appear to lounge and gaze out at the view. I like 
buildings that show human characteristics." 

Good things take time, and there was nothing 
rushed about this place. Ritchie, who grew up a little 
south of Queenstown, was working in the area as 
a surveyor when he purchased the three-quarter
acre plot in 1999. The 15-minute drive south from 
Queenstown seemed inconvenient to most local 
people, but Ritchie thought the site made up for 
this by being more sheltered and sunny than most 
locations in town. The couple initially contemplated 
building a "small modernist box" on the site, but 
those plans were put on hold when they moved 
north to Wellington for five years so Ritchie could 
complete a degree in landscape architecture while 
Kerr continued working as an architect. 

The land sat empty while the couple's plans for it 
slowly took shape. They started a family, with three 
children arriving over the next four years. They took 
note of the idiosyncratic work of the Japanese firm 
Atelier Bow-Wow. They admired the fluid and relaxed 
planning of Australian architect Kerstin Thompson, 
particularly a long, low lakeside home she designed 
near Melbourne that is an elegant geometric echo 
of the landscape around it. During their five years 
away, Kerr and Ritchie made regular visits to the 
Queenstown property, spend!ing hours beside Lake 
Wakatipu considering their options. "Our thoughts 
developed, and the way we worked over that time 
developed too," Kerr says. "We gained confidence 
and tried a few things out. Our response to the land
scape became more sophisticated, and the planning 
and the form gradually became more fluid, more of 
an intuitive response to the site." 

The end result is a long way from the modernist 
box they initially envisaged. It is not a home that 
tries to hide by burying itself in its surroundings or 
by emulating one of the area's old barns, a strategy 
deployed by other local contemporary homes. It is 
relaxed but still rigorous, with a breezy unorthodoxy 
all its own. It seems to derive strength from its 
robust surroundings without attempting to outdo 
them. "I like our buildings to have a strong sculp
tural form," Ritchie says. "We didn't want a generic 
cultural interpretation like a barn or a box." 

The 3,000-square-foot home is divided into two 
parts, linked by an open-air breezeway. To the right, 
the passage leads to the rear of the home, with a 
guest bedroom and bathroom and the studio where 
Kerr and Ritchie base their practice. To the left are 
the family quarters, including a large combined 
kitchen, dining, and living area with a small cedar
lined deck stretching northward to the lake. Up two 
steps is a snug lounge with a log burner, separated 
from the other living spaces by bookshelves backed 
with movable panels. The second floor houses three 
bedrooms and a bathroom, all with big windows 
facing the lake. on its eastern flank, the home pulls 
gently away from the slope to create space for 
a sheltered courtyard that catches the morning sun. 
There is no formal area for parking cars, so visi
tors pull up wherever they like at the end of the ... 
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The home i s mostl y clad 
i n black trapezoidal
profile steel, with 
cedar boards lining what 
t he owner s call the 
"human spaces"-external 
passages between build
ings. A solar hot water 
system perches on the 
roof. Kerr Ritchie 
Architects' studio at 
the r ear of the building 
(bott om right ) opens 
onto a lawn on t he 
lake side of t he home. 
The form evol ved during 
pl anning from a "modern
i st box" into a "strong , 
sculpt ur al " frame . 
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KERR-RITCHIE RESIDENCE 

FLOOR PLANS 
A Bedroom 
B Yoga Studio 
c Lounge 
D Patio 

UPPER FLOOR 

LOWER FLOOR 

E Deck 
f' Living/Dining 

Area 
G Kitchen 

B Ent ry 
I Storage 
J Sauna 
IC Studio 
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Linus, Archie, and Olive 
(below) relax on the 
home's cedar-lined front 
deck that opens off the 
main living area (right) . 
The home i s flanked on 
the east by a precipitous 
mountain range named The 
Remarkables. In summer, 
the weather get s hot 
enough for the family to 
go swimming and boating. 



The location on the 
shor es of a small bay 
means it is sheltered 
from cold southerly 
winds . The alpine 
l ocati on provided plenty 
of inspiration for 
landscaping, which 
Ritchie and Kerr elected 
to keep as minimal as 
possible, as i f the home 
had landed on its site 
with as little distur
bance or alteration as 
possible. 0 
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unsealed driveway and walk up a loose gravel path 
to the entrance. 

Unlike most of the rest of New Zealand, which 
is known for its benign climate, Queenstown experi
ences some of the country's greatest temperature 
extremes. Winter days are regularly below freezing, 
but the mercury can rise into the sos (Fahrenheit) 
in the summer. There is, however, still plenty of sun, 
so Kerr and Ritchie designed their home to retain 
as much solar heat in its concrete floors as possible. 
They also insulated the walls with batting made 
from recycled wool and specified double-glazed join
ery for all the windows and doors. Solar panels and 
a backup boiler fueled by wood pellets-compressed 
waste from local timber mills-can pump hot water 
to warm the concrete floor when needed, although 
the family found that the home's thermal perfor
mance was so good they survived their first winter 
using only a single log burner. "It was a bit cold in 
the studio in the mornings," Kerr says, "but the bed
rooms get a lot of sun and were always warm." On 
particularly frigid nights, the sauna provides relief. 

A need to economize led to Kerr and Ritchie's 
choice of bold, simple building materials, but the 

robust palette feels appropriate in this tough envi
ronment. Corrugated concrete retaining walls
their pattern molded from the steel that clads the 
building- skirt parts of the home and work their 
way inside the studio and snug lounge. 

Inside, tough materials are left behind in favor 
of more childlike interiors. ''We wanted it to be a 
young person's house, sort of like a primary school," 
Kerr says. They opted not to grind the concrete 
floor, furnishing the lounge in bright-green carpet 
deliberately reminiscent of the 1970s, and chose 
"bold and cheerful" plastic lights and large-chipped 
strand board for the walls and doors. 

Kerr and Ritchie have worked in partnership ever 
since Ritchie completed his landscape architecture 
degree, combining their skills to form a holistic 
design practice that they now deploy on a handful 
of projects each year. Their open-minded approach of 
fusing disciplines may explain why their own home 
sits so naturally on its site. while many of the 
oversize residences nearby look as if they landed 
with a tremendous thud, Kerr and Ritchie's home 
has touched down gently, enhancing the splendor 
of its surroundings.11111 
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The best kind of privacy comes from 
being nestled behind leafy trees, 
where sunlight filters through to cast 
long, arboreal shadows. But not every
one is lucky enough to have a building 
site endowed with well-established 
trees. Fencing and blinds- or simply 
fewer windows-are the most obvious 
ways to block the eyes of strangers; 
but more creative solutions let the sun 
shine in without allowing too much 
visibility to the world at large. 

One of Australia's most exciting 
young architects, Andrew Maynard, 
developed an unusual graphic strategy 
to bring the feeling of a wooded hide
out to an exposed urban addition. His 
Tattoo House, an extension to an 
existing three-bedroom home in the 
Melbourne suburb of Fitzroy, is embla
zoned with a giant decal. Not only does 
this bring the house into compliance 
with city requirements- that all homes 
have 75 percent opacity on the second 
floor- it also eliminates the need for 
screening. The window sticker even 
helped to save the tight construction 

budget, and it will keep costs down 
by reflecting glare, saving energy. 

Though the tattoo makes the proj
ect appear elaborate, it's actually quite 
simple. The homeowners requested a 
light-filled living space and kitchen to 
accommodate their growing family
a challenge that Maynard solved with a 
basic box. The lower level is little more 
than a glass-enclosed deck, with bifold 
doors on two sides that slide away to 
open the kitchen. Once open, the upper 
level appears cantilevered over the 
yard, masked gently by the flat "trees" 
that adorn the windows. 

Best of all, because the decals were 
based on photos taken at the local 
park, the silhouettes of the branches 
and leaves match those of the neigh
bors' trees over the fence.As the shad
ows and patterns change throughout 
the day,. one could almost overlook the 
fact that the home's pleasant shade 
doesn't come from an actual canopy 
of greenery- but from a well-executed 
architectural trick of graphic design. 
-Suah llich 
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In a suburb ten miles northeast of 
Sydney, surfers with longboards tucked 
under their arms walk past a wall of 
weathered timber cladding on their 
way to Freshwater Beach, where 
American Duke Kahanamoku intro
duced surfing to the Aussies in 1914. 

Behind the partition is the home of 
Stefan and Janelle Williams, owners 
of an Internet advertising firm and 
parents of two school-age children. 
The Williamses gave local architects 
Tony Chenchow and Stephanie Little 
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just one request when they asked 
their firm to design the house in 2004: 

Create a modem home that would feel 
big despite the small lot on which it 
would be constructed. The result is a 
three-story open-plan building clad 
in floor-to-ceiling glass on three sides 
and sheltered-when desired-with 
a custom bifolding shutter system 
on the upper level.A two-car garage 
opens "like the Batcave," Stefan says, 
and the laundry and other utilitarian 
systems are hidden from view, which 

ir~ , '." 
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makes it possible to maintain a mini
malist aesthetic. 

While the glass walls suck in the 
sunlight, the black ceilings keep it 
tame. "With white ceilings, you have 
to wear sunglasses inside on bright 
days. You're never squinting in our 
house," Stefan says. The unusual 
overhead color choice enhances the 
already-spectacular ocean views. "It 

really frames the views. Everywhere 
you look it's like a postcard." ..,. 
41iyoko Ohtake 
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DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Anemid<' 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning design line in the lighting 
industry, offers decorative and architectural luminaires w ith the perfect 
balance between form, function, and performance. For more information, 
p lease visit artemide.us. 

Officia l sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide distributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net 
or call 323-933-0383. 

lmlalhlalrlalml 
With offices throughout North A merica, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and t imeless textures. maharam.com 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the Autodesk· Revit' building 
design and documentation system, purpose-built for building information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates 
the change everywhere. autodesk.com 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense'" laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense'" 
washer and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, 
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including 
cashmere, silk, and activewear. siemens-home.com 

Room&Boarcf 
Excellent desig n is t imeless, not driven by trends. O ur home furnishings 
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern l ifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordable prices to offer outstanding value. 
roomandboard.com 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

Since 1907, Kirsch Window Fashions has been setting the standard in 
innovation and design for home w indow t reatments. The originator of 
fashion-forward decorative drapery hardware, Kirsch was evolved to 
boast a broad leading line o f custom blinds and shades to complement 
any home decor. Kirsch Window Fashions offers products that define 
elegance and offer uncompromising style and beauty. kirsch.com 

THE BO..D lDQ( 

CT KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in provid ing products of 
h igh design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler continuously strives to lead the way and set new standards 
for gracious living by creating products that w ill deliver years o f performance 
and add beauty and value to people's homes. kohler.com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV. 
For more information visit fordveh icles.com/escapehybrid or ca ll 
800-301-7430. 

CI NORITZ 
A lWAVS HOT 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology. Our 
tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving money 
and space. noritz.<;om 

Samafil• 

The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for green roof-waterproofing solutions. 
Sika Sarnafi l provides you with a membrane system solution engineered to 
keep your structure watertight . Sika Sarnafi l is your source for roofing and 
waterproofing peace of mind. sarnafilus.com 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 
Herman Miller for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office 
seating through our nationwide network of consumer and online stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 
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Hawthorn, Australia 
Describing this unusual house in 
suburban Melbourne, McBride Charles 
Ryan architects write that it's as if 
"a sphere has been buried and eroded 
at either end." The result is a home 
whose form continually challenges 
the division between inside and out. 
Rooms have been extruded from 
the broken surface of the sphere to 
become "dispersed" balconies; the 
garden extends up into what should 
be an internal Jiving area, bringing 
a small patch of cultivated wilderness 
into the domestic space; and the large, 
semicircular arms of the house's outer 
geometry reach around to form walls 
extending to the very edge of the site. 
-Geoff Manaugh 
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G Narveno Court 
McBride Charles Ryan 
mcbridecharlesrvan.com.au 
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• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing original design and 
innovation to the ceil ing fan industry. The designs celebrate the modern 
idiom through mechanical simplification, geometric forms, and contempo
rary finishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century 
cei ling fans. modernfan.com 

MON ROY If\ 
.&GROWERS 

Monrovia® Growers are the healthiest, hardiest, most beautiful plants 
guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Raised in exclusively formulated, 
nutrient-rich organic soil, our p lants are the strongest. With more than 
2,200 varieties-from low maintenance to high fashion- we have something 
for everybody and every garden style. monrovia.com 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC, is a design and development company that 
produces fine contemporary interior products for use in residential, office, 
and hospitality spaces. Honors in 2007 included an Interior Design Best 
of Year Merit Award and two UDEX/Neocon Innovation Awards. For more 
information and showrooms, please visit emmagardnerdesign.com. 

~JENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air" offers a full line of built-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visitjennair.com 
or ca ll 800-JENN-AIR. 

Artemide • lngo Maurer • Tech lighting • Flos • 
Luceplan • The Modern Fan Co. & more 

Ottering secure online shopping, low price guarantee, large stock 
ready to ship, competitive pricing, free shipping & easy returns. 

We'll show you the most fun you can have with the lights on ! 

(Q"caesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature. CaesarStone quartz surfaces 
take concept to reality as the perfect blend of form and function. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or ca ll 877-978-2789. 

Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international designers. 
Some Cappellini products are exhibited in the world's premier museums. In 
2004, Cappellini became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting the project for a "new 
quality center." cappellin i.it 

ITTII ~.~.Qf.O RTE 

Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless
steel entry door systems using the finest-quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. neoporte.com 

• 
I 
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Tauranga, New Zealand 

Oueanbeyan , Australia 

For the Harwood Smith 
House, architect Dennis 
Formiatti explains that 
he learns as much on 
the bui ldi ng site as 
he does in the studio . 

108 March 2009 

He was inspired by 
R. M. Schindler, he 
adds, who, later in 
his career, "did less 
on paper and more 
on construction sites.'' 

0 Norrish House 
Herbst Architects 
www.herbstmhjtect5 com 

0 Harwood Smith House 
Dennis Formiatti Architect 

New Zealand's Norrish 
House includes substan· 
tial outdoor deck space 
and a maze of doors 
that seamlessly connect 
inside and out. 

Dwell 
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Climate change is changing 
our world in more ways 
than you may think. 

Morgan Freeman 

It's not just climate that's 

changing. People are changing 

the way they live their lives and 

the way they see the world, 

and these changes are the 

beginning of something huge. 

This is good. We need to act 

before the next big storm hits 

to strengthen and restore the 

natural defense system - the 

wetlands and forests that 

protects us all from high 
water and winds. 



DWELLINGS 

Tucked into the narrow Janes and 
19th-century pedigree ofWestmere, 
a harborside inner suburb of Auckland, 
Stevens Lawson Architects' Westmere 
House renders all the hallmarks of 
its surroundings-timber-slat fences, 
bushy gardens, and a proper sense of 
place-in a thoroughly modem style. 
Gary Lawson sees his firm's work 
as utterly contextual. "The slatted 
screens and timber work have a reso
nance with the fine timber fences, 
balustrades, and details of the 
Victorian-era houses of the neighbor-

110 March 2009 

hood: he saya.Re adds, referriqto 
the elaborate wuodwork, that "we 
have an inteft8t in scalptunl forms 
thatelaborateonNewZeaJand's (and, 
indeed, the neighborhood's) timber 
house tradition. We see our response 
as a fusion of modernist forms with 
origami-like geometries." 

Site sensitivity aside, what Lawson 
might be reluctant to say is that the 
Westmere House is a stunner. The 
cedar cladding is dark brown, a ref
erence to Maori and other Pacific 
island carvings, but the slats also give -AazoD azt.tt 
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THE SINGLE MOST BEAUTIFUL THING ABOUT AN 
IMPORTED RUG. 

I 

Ne.id) 300,000 .;hddtcn arc cxploncd ·" ,·hdd l.ibor "' rhc c.u·p~r 1ndusrry. This h.1> to 

end .. rnd u will. R.ugJ\1.uk '' rhc 1nrt·rn.mo11.1l organ1zat1011 dt'\'Otrd to buddmg the 
schools, program> .1nd opp<>rrunitic' rh.n gi'c children b.1ck thm· .:hildhood. Ir's working, 

from Paki>t3n rn lndiJ ro Nep:tl. :md 1·ou can h,·lp. Look for rhc .;emfad .ind numbered 
RugM3rk bhcl on the haC'k of an nnporrd rug. It's your b,.,, .t>sur.mce thar no children wrrc 
rxplottcd m che m;m11Lic1ure of rh,· carpet you're bunng. lkcau>c .1n unponc-d mg tha1 
w3s made using child labor is ugl)' no m.1urr wh.1r 11 looks like. 

C oyr q t a rratcr I 
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Mangawhai, New Zealand 
The Point House by New zealand's 
Strachan Group Architects sits beside 
a sand bank two hours north by car 
from Auckland. The house is less 
a building, however, than a kind of 
inland pier. Indeed, the architects 
describe the project as a "narrow jetty 
structure"-an anchored platform 
surrounded by Kanuka tea trees- that 
they've simply "inserted" into the 
ecologically fragile coastal landscape. 
In tandem with an elevated strip of 
decks and terraces, this helped the 
project avoid becoming just another 
bruise on the land. 

Throughout their residential design 
work- including the Gullwing, a mod
ular housing prototype-the architects 
have proven themselves fluent in the 
use of climatically appropriate moving 
walls and panels. The Point House 
is no exception, cleverly incorporat
ing sliding doors and shutters across 
its southern exposure. These allow 
the house's appearance to be in a near
constant state of alteration.At their 
most basic level, these insulating 

112 March 2009 

shutters can be moved back and forth 
to block the winds, acting as ventila
tion flues-but the weathered cedar 
planks also become a mobile texture 
that, while certainly eye-catching, 
work paradoxically to help the project 
blend into its site. 

The exposed northern facade is a 
sweep of fixed windows and sliding 
glass doors. Together, these allow 
views of the natural landscape as well 
as access to the warmth of daytime 
sunlight. It is also here that the house 
becomes most interesting.An outdoor 
deck leads directly into the living 
space-somewhere between family 
room and inhabited breezeway-shel
tered beneath a skylight. Should the 
winter winds kick up, a sectional 
garage door with acrylic sheet panel
ing can be tracked down as a buffer. 

With its multiple decks and shut
ters, the Point House is like a physics 
problem in architectural form: At any 
given point, it is open, closed, inside, 
outside, and all states in between.~· 

-Geoff Manaugh 

~ The Point House 
Strachan Group Architects 
sgaltd.co.nz 
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www.sparkfires.com p 866.938.3846 modern fires 

A FOUNTAIN 
OF YOUTH 

IN A CONVENIENT TAKE HOME SIZE 

In a Swim Ex Luxury Pool or Spa you can relax, 
exercise, even entertain in your own heated 

pool without the expense, maintenance or 
space of a full-sized pool. SwimEx is beyond 

the ordinary lap pool, it is a complete workout 
station. Ruggedly constructed and exquisitely 

detailed, Swim Ex pools add value and enhance 
the beauty of your home. 

,,- ~ 

Swim Ex® 
CALL 800-877-7946 FOR A FREE HOME 
POOL DVD OR VISIT WWW.SWIMEX.COM 
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Mangawhai, New Zealand 

The interior of the 
Point House flips and 
slides open at almost 
every point, from 
bifolds to overhead 
garage door s, with 
moving shutters and 
sunscreens on all 
the walls between. A 
generously spaced home 
with a surprisingly 
small footprint, the 
house stands amidst 
dunes and tea trees near 
the constant thrum of 
the New Zealand beach . 1111 
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tD The Point House 
Strachan Group Architects 
}9~ 
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Dear Reader, 

My school isn't __ &_,_j _e_n_o_u_3_h ___ • My classroom is too cold and 

I don't like the des,fs either. Please help my friends and I have a better place to learn. I want a 

classroom that is color-l'ul and __ l:_u _,, __ • Thank you, S~m ArbW!.d tlte WttrU 

Enter the Open Architecture Challenge: Classroom 
www.opena rch i tee tu rechallenge .org 

• 

Open 
Architecture 

- Network 

www.openarchitec turenetwork.org 

Sponsors 
Irving Stern Foundation 

sox1s 

BUILDING TOMORROW 

~\.. HO,t4'. The Collaborat ive for High Performance Schools 

~0<e. '.3 • "' . . - -(,1) I Council of Educa tional Facility Planners Inte rna tional 

Partners 

The Open Architecture Network is a program of Architecture for Humanity, a 501 lcll31 charitable organization that brings design services to communi t ies in need. For more 
information please visit www.architeclureforhuma nity.org 



Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for 
the Modern Lollygagger 

Loll int roduces the Napoleon Series, 
efficient in stature yet overstated in 
comfort. 

Loll p roducts are durable and mainte
nance free. Made in the U.S.A. using 
recycled materials. 

Shown: Napoleon Single with 
Satellite Side Table. 

lolldesigns.com 

MoMA Design Store 

New at the MoMA Design Store is 
Destination: Seoul, a MoMA-exclusive 
product collection highlighting more 
than 75 lifestyle products usually 
found only in South Korea. Products 

from young, emerg ing Korean 
designers have been selected across 
a range of categories including 
home accessories, jewelry, personal 
accessories, and children's products. 
Products featured in the collection 
put a modern spin on traditional 
Korean product design and crafting. 

Inhabit 

New modern bedding designs 
from Inhabit. Surround yourself 
with modern bedding collections, 
p illows. art and accessories, lighting, 
and award-winning embossed 
wall coverings. Well-thought-out 
se lection, affordably p riced, free 
shipping on orders over $200. 

Toll-free 888-830-5072 
inhabitliving.com 

Destination: Seoul was developed in 
collaboration with HyundaiCard. 

Visit momastore.org to order online, 
request a catalog, or for store 
locations. 

Toll-free 800-447-6662 
momastore.org 

FabulousStationery.com 

Say anything on our personalized 
note cards designed exclusively 
for you. Create one-of-a-kind invi
tations, calling cards, and more, 
all with a fresh modernist vibe. 
Over 500 designs to choose from. 
Select designs now offered in 
recycled stock. 

Check out our new calling card 
designs! Enter DWELL in the 
coupon code and save $5. 

fabulousstationery.com 

ModernCabana.com 

Home office, guest house, play 
room, yoga studio ... whether you 
need 100 or 1,000 square feet, 
Modern Cabana offers p refabricated 
and sustainable space solutions to 

f it your lifestyle. At Modern Cabana 
we want to live differently, to use less 
and get more. 

San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-206-9330 
info@moderncabana.com 
moderncabana.com 

Liza Phillips Design 

ALTO Steps- handmade, modular 
rugs for your stairs. Available in 
several colorways, each with 
patterns and solids. A rrange them 
in any sequence. RugMark-certified. 

Tel. 845-252-9955 
lizaphillipsdesign.com 

Recycled Aluminum 
Tile 

Mix modern metal mosaics with 
character and texture. Explore our 
galleries of bamboo, cork, stone, 
linoleum, and recycled-glass t iles 
and o rder samples online. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Shown: 2" x 2" mixed finishes, $35 
per square foot. 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
Madison, WI 
Toll-fr-ee 866-250-3273 
ecofriendlyflooring.com 



RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

"Divide the space- keep your light" 
with our classic sliding pocket 
solution! Ideal for any living space. 

Create private environments without 
sacrificing natural light. Options 
include: slid ing (bypassing, pocket,, 
stacking, rolling), folding, p ivot, and 
fixed. With a variety of frames and 
translucent layers; order custom or 
in standard sizes through our quick 
sh ip program. 

Tel. 212-421 -0641 
raydoor.com 

Space Craft 

Introducing "Space," a kitchen 
concept that's the best of all worlds. 
European drawer systems guaran
teed for life ( 154-pound capacity). 
Sustainable: unique woods, g lass, 
and Italian laminates. Custom
designed for any space. Made in 
o 1 00 porcont solar· pow o rod 

facility in California. Free CAD 
drawings for architects. 

Sozo Studio 
Modern Kitchen Architecture 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-431-7000 
sozostudio.com 

Crestview Doors 

We design and build custom doors 
inspired by the American mid
century. Each design is catalogued 
and geometrically perfected using 
classic proportions. Purchase online 
or request a quote. Can't decide? 
Pick the one that makes you happy. 

Toll-free 866-454-6302 
crestviewdoors.com 
info@crestviewdoors.com 

allpopart.com - 877.728.9278 

allpopart.com 

Personalized, hand-illustrated por
traits from your photos. Select from a 
variety of styles (Warhol style, silhou
ettes, comics, and photos to canvas), 
materials, and sizes, delivered within 
two weeks or less. 

Visit o u,. Somplo• Gnllory lit 01 llpopart. 

com. Enter code: DWL0309 for free 
shipping. 

Shown: Geometric 16" x 20" on gal
lery wrap canvas. 

Modern Outdoor 

We help create wondrous residential 
and commercial outdoor settings. 
Furniture that is perfect for hotels, 
restaurants, parks, institutions, 
and all manner of public spaces
also exquisitely suited for residential 
applications. 

Made in the U.S.A., short lead times, 
environmentally-conscious materials. 

Tel. 818-785-0171 
modernoutdoor.com 

Zwello 
Modern Living Done Well 

From YLighting comes Zwello, your 
source for museum-worthy modern 
furnishings. Inspired by an American 
folk-art b ird collected by Charles and 
Ray Eames, this authorized design 
by Vitra is crafted of lacquered solid 
oldnr nnd s tool. 

Shown: Eames House Bird by Vitra. 

Toll-free 800-236-9100 
zwello.com 

Turquoise 

Turquoise is a boutique interior 
design company in Venice Beach, 
California. Principal designer Vanessa 
De Vargas specializes in modern and 
vintage design and in the restoration 
o·f heirloom p ieces. 

Visit turquoise-la.com for Vanessa's 
portfolio, e-decorating virtual service 
and more. 

turquoise.la@gmail.com 
turquoise-la.com 

The Lavassa Line 
Bold furniture by Peter Harrison 

Fresh, clean, and modern. Striking 
designs elegantly combine concrete, 
metal, and wood into exquisite fur
niture. All pieces are handmade with 
beautiful proportions and attention 
to detai ls. 

See the complete line online. 

Member of 100percentblast.org. 

Tel. 914-443-3885 
lavassa.com 



Modern-Shed 
Small Prefab Structures 

A small, owner-run company located 
in Seattle, Washington, we strive to 
offer an affordable solution for the 
growing needs of eco-conscious 
individuals and families. Creative 
solutions with a smaller footprint. 

Tel. 206-524-1188 
info@modern-shed.com 
modern-shed.com 

Mixture 
Inspired Modern Living 

Modern fu rniture and home acces
sory lines from around the world 
find their way to Mixture. We offer 
furnture, accessories, gifts. o riginal 
art, interior design services, as well 
as custom furniture design and build. 

Shown (clockwise from top left): 
Extrapiano sofa by Swan, 
VIP chair by Moooi, 
Pardis bed by e 15, 
Lim 04 table by MDF Italia, 
Flipt chair by Baleri Italia. 

Feel More Human 

Shop. Explore. We look in the obvi
ous places, peek around corners, 
and turn over the unassuming 
stones for products, information, and 
resources that support a balanced 
and eco-conscious modern lifestyle. 
Get inspired by great design; 
stay informed with original content. 
Member of 1 % For the Planet. 

Toll-free 877-42HUMAN 
feelmorehuman.com 

' 

mixture 

When you're in San Diego, p lease 
stop by our 8,500-square-foot 
showroom. 

Toll-free 800-903-1913 
mixturehome.com 

Stuv 21 
Fireplace with retractable door 

Stuv 21 is a superbly designed and 
beautifully crafted wood-burning 
fireplace provid ing a totally unob
structed view of the fire. The glass 
door slides upward and completely 
disappears. 

Toll-free 866-487-7888 
stuvamerica.com 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com
mercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown g lass shades that do not 
hint at style-they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over SO years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free cata log. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com 

Z-Bar® LED Desk Lamp 

Sleek and ultra-adjustable, Z-Bar" 
bends six d ifferent ways to put d im
mable, natural-looking light j ust 
where you need it. Next-gen LEDs 
save energy and need no replacing, 
reducing waste. 

Shown: Z-Bar" High Power in red. 

Tel. 323-261 -8999 
info@konceptech.com 

Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or traditional. 
Pre·designed or custom. 
Small, medium, large, or multifamily. 

Affordable. Real. Ava ilable now. 
Ava ilable in the U.S.A. and Canada. 

Toll-free 877-379-4382 
info@hivemodular.com 
hivemodular.com 



Big Chill 

Get out of the box and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function
ality, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we leh off was the 
chisel; no defrosting required ! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
info@bigchillfridge.com 
bigchillfridge.com 

Modernlnspiration 
Furnishings.com 
Want It- Click It- Enjoy It 

Don't worry about the cost of ship 
ping with our flat rate to anywhere! 
Log on to our website and claim your 
check-out code for free shipping ! 
We have modern furniture for all your 
living spaces right here. Shop from 
the comfort of your home or office, 
then sit back and relax, because your 
new furniture is on its way! 

Toll-free 877-823-8319 
info@moderninspirationfurnishings. 
com 
moderninspirationfurnishings.com 

Modern Editions 
Modern- Inspired- Ready to Hang 

Modern fine art photography for any 
space, any size. See what co llectors 
worldwide are talking about. 

Visit Modern Editions online to 
browse, buy, and enjoy. 

Shown: Image from Flowers series. 

moderneditions.com 
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teakwarehouse.com 
Teak Patio Furniture, 
Wholesale Prices 
Open to the Public! 

We supply retailers, hotels, resorts, 
architects, landscapers, and design· 
ers in the international market world
wide. Over 90,000 square feet of 
thousands of teak choices, e ll ready 

to go. Email for quotes. Teak your 
outdoors! 

Toll-free 866-937-8325 
sales@teakwarehouse.com 
teakwarehouse.com 

tactileDesign 

TactileDesign creates striking wall 
composit ions that have substance, 
depth, and colorful energy. Cover 
entire wall surfaces with ceramic 
wallpaper in office lobbies or resi
dential feature walls. Each t ile is 
hand-formed and custom-glazed 
with vibrant, rich colors. 

Eye-candy for grown-ups. 

Tel. 403-608-3008 
tactiledesign.ca 

Punch Pattern Lighting 
LBCLighting.com 

Dform products reflect an ongoing 
exploration of the manipulation of 
flat sheet materials into dynamic 
three dimensional forms. The result 
is lighting made of interlocking laser
cut wood veneer or plastic with lay· 
ered surfocos of pattorn ond s hadow . 

Shown: Spade drum pendant, 
Arabesque bowl flush mount, Meep 
pendant, Basket Saucer pendant, 
Scales pendant, Basket pendant, 
Marge pendant, and Pucci pendant. 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays t ribute to classic Le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or 
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof, 
washable, and removable. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu· 
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dog bar.com 

Visit our website at lbclighting.com 
for more lighting selections from 
dform and other brands. 

Vo lume discount. Free shipping. 
Price-match guarantee. 

Toll-free 800-522-0407 
lbclighting.com 



charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
iron, brass, and steel. Factory show
room open to public. Web/phone 
orders welcome. We ship anywhere. 
Free catalog. 

55 West 17th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
Toll-free 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

Lumens Light+ Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

The best in modern lighting, fans, 
and home accessories. Offering 
an impressive selection of design
focused pendants, monorail systems, 
chandeliers, bowls, sconces, table 
and floor lamps, and more. Find 
the best-known brands from WAC 
Lighting, Artemide, Fine Art Lamps, 
Fies, FontanaArte, Foscarini, LBL, 
Tech, Modern Fan and Minka Aire to 
the latest design-studio inspirations. 
Great accessories and furniture 
from Alessi, Angela Adams, Blomus, 
Blu Dot, Kartell, and more. 

Seascape Lighting 

We specialize in building custom 
light fixtures, in-house printed lamp
shade fabric, table and floor lamps, 
and wall sconces. We work with 
wood, acrylic, metal, and over 
75 fabrics including silks, veneers, 
linens, and natural plant fibers. 

Call or fax for a quotation and 
40-page color catalog. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
Fax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

W · A · C I LIGHTING 

Lu mens.com$ 
LIGHT+ LIVING 

Friendly, expert service. Low-price 
guarantee. Free shipping. Easy 
returns. 

Shown: Avant Garde Bowl 
by WAC Lighting. 

Toll-free 877-445-4486 
I um ens.com 

Neo-Metro 

This eco-friendly system M2 basin 
offers unlimited wash station configu
rations that requ ires only one plumb
ing connection. A variety of wash 
basin styles and options that include 
tankless water heater and hand-free 
activation are available making it 
possible for your individual customi
zation needs. 

Toll-free 800-591-9050 
nee-metro.com 

woodia la piccolo 

Bringing a classic concept into the 
modern living space, Woodia La 
Piccolo introduces the modern porch 
swing. This unique indoor and out
door piece is artist-designed and 
handcrafted using the highest quality 
eco-friendly materials. Please call or 
visit us online. 

Toll-free 866-930-6099 
woodialapiccolo.com 
modernporchswing.com 

Rakks® Shelving 
Systems 

Rakks is your source for sophisticated 
and flexible shelving solutions. Floor
to-cei ling compression poles (shown 
here) are used to create a combina
tion shelving unit and room divider. 
Information about our full line of 
wall-mounted and pole-supported 
shelving products can be found on 
our website. 

Toll-free 800-826-6006 
rakks.com 

Dalst Stone Wine 
Cellars 
Modem Wine Cellars-For Modem 
People 

Recycled cast-limestone wine 
alcoves offer an inert thermal mass 
that absorbs the earth's geothermal 
coolness. This temperature is then 
reradiated down through the bottles, 
creating an undisturbed "cold cham
ber" for your wine to age. 

Tel. 718-369-0019 
dalst.com 



modwalls 
Making Tile Modern 

Modern wall and floor coverings 
including glass, porcelain, cork, 
river rocks, and recycled-glass tile. 
Order online. Free shipping in the 
continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Shown: Lush® Blend "Metropol." 

Toll-free 877-439-9734 
modwalls.com 

LAXseries 
by V1ASHstud1os 

LAX Series 
by Mash Studios 

With unique sliding closures that 
float seamlessly and no visible 
hardware, the LAX Series brings 
a sense of refinement and calm 
to your living space. The collection 
includes tables, desks, shelving 
units , beds, o nd hatidb oo,.ds. 

Tel. 310-313-4700 
info@laxseries.com 
laxseries.com 

the as4 modular 
furniture system 

Brooklyn showroom now open. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. 718-596-5045 
atlaseast.com 

Daisy Dog Studio 
Porcelain and Gifts 

Modern and colorful porcelain for 
everyday and special occasions. 

Visit our website, daisydogstudio.com. 

Available online and at our New York 
s tore. 

Rose & Daisy's 
460 Hudson Street 
New York, NY 1 0007 
Tel. 646-765-7658 
daisydogstudio.com 

Naked Binder 
Green To Our Core 

Home-Office-Anywhere 

Imagine a binder that is unique, 
strong, functional, and made of 
100 percent recycled paper fiber. 
Best of all, it's recyclable. 

Naked Binder is information storage 
in its purest, most elemental form. 
No p lastics, no vinyl, no harm. 

Tel. 877-446-2533 
nakedbinder.com 

Conde House 
A New Collaboration 

A collection of interpretations 
and impressions. Handcrafted, 
essential forms and- surprise
gold leaf! 

Furniture and objects to compose 
your own landscape. 

Shown: Rikyu Collection 
by Ted Boerner. 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

Just this year, award-winning 
Tasmanian artist Campbell Laird has 
been recognized by curators from 
SFMOMA and LACMA for his medita
tive abstractions. Join collectors from 
NYC, LA, Tokyo, London, and Sydney. 
Archiva l, limited edit ion, eco-friendly 
artworks. Affordable too! 

Shown: Rounda series. 

Tel. 310-915-5319 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 
campbelllairdstudio.com 

Conde House Showroom 
2 Henry Adams Street #291 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Tel. 415-864-8666 
condehouse.com 



Address Numbers 

Largest selection of architectural 
address numbers. Forty-one d ifferent 
styles-from modern to traditional. 
Twelve finishes-satin and anodized 
aluminum, bronze, and others. 
Sizes 2" to 24". Lifetime warranty. 

Shown: Ribbon Deep/satin alumi
num; Ribbon Condensed/satin alu
minum; Copperplate/patina bronze; 
Architectural/oxidized bronze. 

Tel. 818 -503-9443 
architecturalnumbers.com 

Rabbit Air 

Breathe well where you dwell. Rabbit 
Air purifiers relieve allergy and 
asthma symptoms while freshening 
the air indoors. W ith a six-st<ige filtra
tion system, the Minus A2 ultraquiet 
HEPA air purifier traps and destroys 
dust mites, pet dander, pollen, mold , 
smoke, and odors to create a fresh, 
clean environment for your home 
or office. Designed to either stand 
on the floor or be mounted on the 
wall, the MinusA2 lits perfectly into 
every modern home. 

goodearthcanvas.com 

Give your space some peace of 
mind. Our large canvases reflect the 
t ransforming energy of this beautiful 
planet. We also have great Buddhist
and Asian-influenced images. 

Stretched on wooden bars, they 
arrive in big flat sturdy boxes, ready 
to hang. Just $199-$379 p lus free 
shipping. 

Toll-free 888-245-0971 
goodearthcanvas.com 

Energy Star-certified and ozone-free, 
Rabbit Air is a healthy, environmen
tally friend ly solut ion to polluted air. 
For more information on our prod
ucts, call or visit us on the web. 

Save $20 by entering DWM8 at 
checkout. 

Toll-free 888-866-8862 
rabbitair.com 

Art Museum 
Street Banners 

Exhib ition banners that once hung 
on city streetpoles are now available 
for your home. Own one of these 
dramatic artworks from MoMA, 
LACMA, SFMOMA. Art Institute of 
Chicago, and others. 

New arrivals every month
subscribe to our free newsletter 
at betterwall.com. 

Tel. 303-756-6615 
betterwall.com 

eastvold furniture 

Modern furniture. 

Natural materials. 

Custom designs. 

Reclaimed-<efined. 

Shown: Spengler bed. 

eastvoldcustom.com 

Acme Made 
Modern Things fof 
a Modern Lifestyle 

Acme Made designs a complete line 
of stylish yet protective bags, cases, 
and accessories for the creative 
professional. Available online and 
through select retailers worldwide. 

Shown: The Designer Slim 
in Massive Paisley. 

Toll-free 888-486-3191 
info@acmemade.com 
acme made.com 

Unicahome 
Selection. Style. Service 

Provence is an exquisitely designed 
pattern by lchendorf of Milan. The 
diagonal cut of the g lass facilitates 
smell and taste for fuller appreciation 
of your favorite vintages. 

For a vast selection for bridal reg istry 
and everyday, visit our website at 
un icahome.com. 

3901 W. Russel Road 
las Vegas, NV 89118 
unicahome.com 
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Custom Modern Portraits 
Art from your DNA, Fingerprints, or Lips 

The world's most personalized 
art. Great gift idea. Printed on high
quality canvas. We send you an easy
to-use kit and instructions. Process 
is simple and painless. Each piece 
is as unique as you. 

DNA Portraits: Choose from 25 
colors and several size options. 
Combine multiple people's DNA 
on a single canvas. Swab-based 
collection method. $390+ 

BACI® L.E.D. Mirrors 
Simply Luxurious ... and Eco-friendly! 

Baci's newest mirrors feature lux
urious genuine Swarovski crystal 
accents and energy-saving LED 
illumination! 50,000+ hour LEDs are 
engineered to mimic normal indoor 

lighting. Wall and vanity models 
offer solid brass con struc tion, opti

ca l quality 3x or Sx glass, and your 
choice of finishes. 

Toll-free 800-327-6585 
bacibyremcraft.com/dwell 

Fingerprint Portraits: Thousands of 
color options. Collection kit includes 
ink strips and collection card. $1 90+ 

KISS Portraits: Turn lips into art. 
Includes MAC lipstick in collection 
kit. $290+ 

Toll-free 866-619-9574 
dna11.com 

ISS Designs Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelv
ing system. ISS Designs combines 
a clean modern look with strength 
and ease of installation. Wall
mounted and pole-mounted options. 
Anodized a luminum h a rdware 

with custom shelves and cabinets 
for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free 877-477-5487 
info@issdesigns.com 
issdesigns.com 

1111110011 
Modern Mailboxes 
By mailboxes.co.nz 

The modern home deserves a mod
ern mailbox. We have a complete 
range. We are from New Zealand 
and ship worldwide. Check out the 
"modern" page on our website. 

mailboxe5.co.nz 

0 FOR THE I MEMBER 
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G Squared Art 

Enjoy art ... the Cirque ceiling fan, a 
high performance dynamic sculpture, 
Good Design Award winner. View 
mahogany and multicolored blade 
versions on our website. Includes 
SOW light and touch control system, 
remote control available. Lifetime 
warranty. Buy great fan and light-
ing designs on our website or call 
Monday through Friday from 7 AM to 
SPM PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
g2art.com 

* 2fT\.odertt 
2Modern.com 
Unique. Conscious. Functional. 
Beautiful. 

2Modern has an incredible selection 
of furniture, lighting, and accessories 
for the modern lifestyle. 

NEW exclusive new rugs, art, and 
lighting d osignod by 2Modorn. 

Shop: 2modern.com/dwell 
Explore: blog.2modern.com 
Get Noticed: d irectory.2modern.com 

Enter DWELL at checkout to receive 
a s pocia l dii;count. 

Toll-free 888-222-4410 



Kinder Coat Hook 

The common coat hook gets a make
over with functional enhancements. 
An elegant curved shape supports 
any garment, avoiding the annoy-
ing "bubble bulge" caused by most 
hooks. A seamless loop of brushed 
stainless steel with customizable 
faceplate gives the finishing touch 
to any interior. 

Tel. 508-698-0606 
theartofstorage.com 

~your space 
with an 
affordable, 

canvas 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
affordable, strong. and stylish art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
with archival inks on rich cotton 
canvas. They arrive to your door 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
An original painting is expensive 
and hard to find, a poster or print 
is just a copy ... our m-dc canvases 
bridge the gap! 

Oompa 

Eco-friendly, unique, and modern 
European children's furniture, rugs, 
and toys. Check out the fun and 
colorful Ecotots fire-engine red table 
and chairs (shown). 

Find the best selection of quality 
baby toys, wooden toys, and gifts 
for young children that is both 
modern and whimsical, for the 
little ones in your life. 

Toll-free 888-825-4109 
oompa.com 

Get a big modern canvas and trans
form your space today. We offer 
amazing prices: $199 for a 3-foot 
size, up to our jumbo, 5-foot canvas 
for just $379. Free shipping on all 
orders. Call us or shop 2417 on our 
secure website. 

Toll-free 888-345-0870 
md-canvas.com 

GelPro® Gel-Filled Anti-Fatigue Floor Mats 

Love to cook, but hate hard kitchen 
floors? As seen on HGTV, Fine Living, 
and Food Network, GelProe mats 
are filled with a soft gel material that 
makes standing on even the hard
est floor a pleasure. Designer colors 
in traditional and exotic textures. 
Ava ilable in many sizes, and all mats 
are stain-resistant and easy to clean. 
Proudly made in the U.S.A. Makes 
a great g ift for any cook, especially 
those with back pain or arthritis. 

WOW Your Walls! 

Customized art from your photos. 
Choose from 40 fun and unique looks 
printed up to 42" x 42" on paper 
or canvas, and stretched or custom 
framed after you approve a proof. 
Great quality, prices, and service, 
and always on time for the holidays. 
It 's easy and fun to WOW your walls! 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 

Order yours today and stand in 
comfort! 

Toll-free 866-GEL-MATS (435-6287) 
gelpro.com 

Stepstone Inc. 

An elegant look. 

Precast concrete Long-Span Closed 
Riser Steptreads are available in 
a variety of colors and finishes. 
The Steptread product line is ideal 
for architects who have the time
intensive task of designing steps. 
The Steptread system includes 
complete design specifications 
that can be downloaded in PDF 
or CAD formats. ADA compliant. 

Toll-free 800-572-9029 
stepstoneinc.com 
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Bellemo&Cat 
bellemocat.com 
AstroTurf 
astroturf.com 

Durolite Webglass by Dimond 
dimond.co.nz 

Slide from Grounds for Play 
groundsforplay.com 

Sheet timber flooring 
by Big River Timbers 
bigrivertimbers.com.au 

Uri laminate by Amerind 
amerind.com.au 

Castore suspension light 
by Huub Ubbens and 
Michele De Lucchi for Artemlde 
artemide.com 

Kitchen benchtop 
by CaesarStone 
caesarstone.com 

Gessi Mixer tap 
by Simply Kitchen Sinks 
simplykitchensinks.co.uk 
Fiberglass panels 
byAmpelite 
ampelite.com.au 

60 Off the Grid 

lance Herbst 
herbstarchitects.co.nz 

Great Barrie r Island, New Zealand 
greatbarriernz.com 

Medlands Beach, New Zealand 
medlandsbeach.co.nz 

Furniture, kitchen bar. storage 
unit, and patio bench seats 
by Herbst Architects 
herbstarchitects.co.nz 

66 Dwell Reports 

Walterla Living 
walterialiving.com 
Striped chaise tongue 
by the Bouroullec brothers 
for Magis 
magisdesign.com 

1966 adjustable chaise tongue 
by Richard Schultz Design 
richardschultz.com 

Vintage chaise 
by Henry Hall Designs 
he nryhalldesigns.com 

MVS chaise 
by Maarten Van Seve ren 
forVitra 
vitra.com 

Veneto stackable chaise longue 
by Unopiu for Design Within Reach 
dwr.com 

Flora Grubb Garde ns 
floragrubb.com 

70 Conversation 

Environa Studio 
environastudio.com.au 

74 Learning from Down Under 

Drawings of Hugh Buhrich and 
Glenn Murcutt courtesy of the 
Mitchell Library, State Library of 
New South Wales 
sl.nsw.gov.au 

Alice Hampson 
altmh@eis.net.au 

Harry Seidler Associates 
seidler.net.au 
Collins and Turner Architects 
collinsandturne r.com 

1 +2 Architecture 
1 plus2architecture.com 

Architectus 
architectus.com.nz 

Judd Lysenko Marshall Architects 
jlma.com.au 

Dawson Brown Architecture 
dawsonbrownarchitecture.com 

Sue Harper Architects 
sueharpe rarchitects.com.au 

Grose Bradley BVN 
grosebradley.com 

Farnan Findlay Architects 
farnanfindlay.com.au 
Kevin Hayes Architects 
kharchitects.com 

Kennedy Associates Architects 
kennedyassociates.com.au 

room11 
room 11.com.au 

Architecture Workshop 
archwksp.co.nz 

78 Site Unseen 

Bark Design Architects 
barkdesign.com.au 
Stefan Dunlop 
• l• 'ondunlop.com 

Bertoia Barstools by Harry Bertoia and 
Barcelona chair by Mies van der Rohe 
for Knoll 
knoll.com 

FAB28 cream refrigerator 
by Smeg 
smeg.com 

Zettel'z 5 light by lngo Maurer 
1ngo-maurer.com 

Verner Panton chairs by Vitra 
vltra.com 

86 A Measured Approach 

Tonkin Zulaikha Greer Architects 
tzg.com.au 

Custom artwork by Janet Laurence 
arc I gallery.com 

House and custom furniture 
by Drew Heath 
drewheath.com 

Roof by BlueScope Steel 
bluescopesteel.com 
Recycled-wood floors 
by Ironwood Australia 
ironwood.com.au 

Infinity 1 8 External hot water system 
by Rinnai 
rinnai.us 

Catalano toilet and Nostromo faucets 
from Rogerseller 
rogerseller.com.au 
Bathroom faucet 
by Accent International 
accentinternauonal.com.au 

Mura bond interior and exterior paint 
from Crescent Timber 
Tel: 011-61-2-9660·7133 

Bathroom basin by Boffi 
boff1.com 

Wink chair by Toshiyuki Kita 
for Cassina 
cassina.com 

DCM chairs by Charles and Ray Eames 
for Herman Miller 
hermanm1ller.com 
Living-room sofa 
from Mobili Mobel 
mobilimobel.com 
Outdoor table 
by Karen Cotton for Porch Furniture 
porch.com.au 

Lanka outdoor chairs 
by Jouko Jiirvisalo for Mobel 
mobel.net 
Dining-room table 
by Norman & O uaine 
normanandqua1ne.com.au 

Artwork by Janet Laurence 
zulenet.com/janetlaurence 

Light artwork 
by Jonathon Jones 
gbk.com.au/artists/jonathan-jones 

Interior lighting 
by Regal Lighting Systems 
rognlll9ht~n9.com .•u 

Clear Float bathroom glass 
by Graphic Glass Australia 
graphicglass.com.au 

94 Nature Nurtured 

Kerr Ritchie Architects 
kerrritchie.com 

Living-room couch 
by Stacks Designer Furniture 
stacks.co.nz 
Matrix upholstery 
by Text ile Mania 
textilemania.com.au 

no chairs by Conscious Design 
consc1ousdesign.co.nz 

Dining table and office lights 
by Prolux 
prolux.co.nz 
Zed and Olly lights from Modus 
modusloght1ng.com 
Dilana rug from Coburn Flooring 
Tel. 011 ·61 ·3·442-9173 

Carpet from Source Mondial 
sourcemondial.co.nz 

Black Braille painting 
by Irene Ferguson 
janneland.co.nz 

Oven by Bosch 
boschappliances.com 
Rangehood by Parmco Appliances 
parmco.co.nz 

Be Cool lights 
from Aesthetics Lighting 
aesthetics.co.nz 

Moss glass mosaic tiles 
by Artedomus 
artedomus.co.nz 

Series 500 sinks by Pozzi Ginori 
pozzi--ginori.com 

Oxi bathroom faucets 
by Greens Tapware 
g reen:stapware.com 

Freestanding Soaker Bathtub 
by Marc Newson for Porcher 
porcher·us.com 

102 Concepts 

Chenchow Little Architects 
chenchowlittle.com 

Andrew Maynard Architects 
mayna rdarchitects.com 

Stevens Lawson Architects 
stevenslawson.co.nz 
Strachan Group Architects 
sgaltd .co.nz 
Herbst Architects 
herbstarchitects.co.nz 

Base Architects 
basearchitecture .com.au 

Paradigm Architects 
paradigma rchitects.com.au 

McBride Charles Ryan 
mcbrid echarlesryan.com.au 

Dennis Formiatti Architect 
Tel. 0 11-61-2-6282-2357 

1 28 Theme Attic 

Moofus 
moolus.etsy.com 



A & 0 Building 
800-677-6278 
merchandisemart.com 

AFM Safecoat 
619-239-0321 
afmsafecoat.com 

Amdega 
866-493-8426 
Amedga-machin.com 

Blu Dot 
612-782-1844 
bludot.com 

Calligaris 
calligaris.it 

BoConcept 
boconcept.us 

CaesarStone Quartz Surfaces 
877-978-2789 

caesarstoneus.com 

Direct Buy 
800-313-2979 
d irectbuydwell.com 

Contact Our 
Advertisers 

Environment Furniture 
323-935-1 330 
environment-furniture.com 

Epson 
epson.com 

Ernestomeda 
ernestomeda.com 

Fisher & Paykel 
888-931-7872 
fisherpaykel.com 

Form + Function 

800-274-0057 
formplusfunction.com 

Highbrow Furniture 
888-329-0219 
highbrowfurniture.com 

Hive 
866-MOD-HIVE 

hivemodern.com 

Knoll Space 
knollspace.com 

When contacting our advertisers, 

please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 

KraftMade Cabinetry Pedini 
800-698-3290 800-404-0004 
kraftmaid.com pediniusa.com 

Lacava Quality Custom Cabinetry 
888-522-2823 717 -661-6900 
lacava.com qcci.com 

Lumens Room&Board 
877-445-4486 800-486-6554 
lumens.com roomandboard.com 

Lutron The Sliding Door Co. 
800-523-9466 slidingdoorco.com 
lutron.com 

Spark Modern Fires 
Marvin Windows and Doors 866-938-3846 
800-268-7644 sparkfires.com 
marvin.com 

Swim Ex 
MBT swimex.com 

swissmasaius.com 
vw 

Oscillococcinum vw.com/cc 
oscillo.com 

Ylighting 
Paul Frank Industries 888-888-4449 
949-515-7950 ylighting.com 
paulfrank.com 

c 



THEME ATTIC MOO FUS 

After stumbling upon the architecturally 
inspired artwork of 11-year-old Moofus 
on the Etsy website (etsy.com), we tapped 
the young Aussie to create this month's 

128 March 2009 

Theme Attic during his summer vacation. 
Moofus's Australian dream house would 
be built entirely out of salvaged materials 
and would include solar panels, rainwater 

collection tanks, and a grass-covered roof 
for chickens to graze on. 

Dwell 
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DEFINING HOME . INTRODUCING THE FURNITURE COLLECTION. 


