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SEMIGOOD SAYS RELAX 
The Rian Cantilever Stool and all of the wood products 
at Semigood Design are made to order and assembled at our 
facilities here in the United States. This, along with sourcing our 
wood from FSC certified forests in the Northeast, allows us 
to greatly diminish our impact on fuel and transportation 
resources. We take pride in delivering a product that is not 
only built to last, it has a conscience as well. 



Semigood's Rian Stool 
Shop for the comfort of your 
home at our online store 
semigoods.com 

Test drive one at the 
FORDBRADY showroom 
720 Nort h Figueroa, Los Angeles 
fordbrady.com 
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MOCA PACIFIC DESIGN CENTER 
8687 MELROSE AVENUE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90069 

Boolean Valley is commissioned by Monlalvo Arts Cenler through the 2009 arts mmallve AGENCY· The lto1k of Aros1s. cura1ed by Julie Lazar. lhe m1ua11~e 1s funded m part by grants from The Andy Warhol 
foundal1on for V1sua1 Arts. The l'l lllam and flora He•letl founda11on, lhe James lrvme Foundation, N1moy foundallon. and gills from M•ck1e and G1oson Anderson. Jo and Barry Amo, U. Cella. Wanda Ko•nack1 
and John Hollon. Sally and Don Lucas. Judy and George Marcus. and Kathie and Robert Maxfield. 

Moo.·s presentation is supponed by The Ron Bu1kle Endo~ment lor Architecture and OeSJgn Programs. In kind media suppor11s provided by los Angeles magazine. 89 9 KCRW is the Officral Media Sponsor 
of MDCA. Gene1ous suppo11 for MOCA Pacific Design Cen1er 1s provided by Charles S. Cohen. 

ABOVE Boolean Valley. 2008. ms1allation at 1he San Jose Museum of Ari. November 8. 2008-January 11. 2009. pholo by Richard J. Karson, ~ Montalvo Aris Center 

Ma CA THE MUSEUM of CONTEMPORARY ART. Los ANGELES moca.org 
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RESTAURANT 
DE S I G N A WARDS 

AIA LOS ANGELES 

2008 Jury Award Winners Restaur ant Category 

THE 5TH ANNUAL 

AIA Los ANGELES 

RESTAURANT 
DESIGN AWARDS 
Celebrating excellence in the 
design of restaurants, cafes, bars, 
lounges & nightclubs. 

Registration and materials deadline Friday, May 1st 

For more details and to enter visit aialosangeles.org 

Awards Ceremony Friday, June 26 
at Dwell on Design 
Los Angeles Convention Center 

Tickets available at dwellondesign.com 

media sponsors: 
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Editor's Note 

Z9 
The Citizen, the Technician, 
and the Naturalist 
No building is an island, and connecting 
architecture to its context has never been 
more important than in the current charge 
toward sustainabil ity. This month we profile 
three architects who look at the big picture. 

8.0 
Richard Rogers 
Famed architect Richard Rogers views sus
tainability with a wide lens. His architectural 
undertakings tackle far-reach ing chal lenges 
with city-scale solutions. 
Story by Geoff M anaugh 

_8__8 
Werner Sobek 
Growing up in postwar Germany, Werner 
Sobek learned a resource-conscious 
approach to architecture, but his "radically 
engineered" buildings owe less to the 
hard lessons of the 20th century than to the 
technological possibilities of the 21st. 
Story by Sally McGrane 
Portrait by Baerbel Schmidt 

9.6 
Terunobu Fujimori 
Terunobu Fujimori is an architectural 
historian on a midlife building streak. 
The Japanese eccent ric has designe d a 
two-legged teahouse, a leek-embedded 
rooftop, and a home that was lightly 
charred before construction. 
Story by Jaime Gross 
Photos by Adam Friedberg 

1.114 
Concepts 
Living green might seem like hard work, 
but it's still easier than bow hunting for your 
dinner. Architect Dan Maginn offers simple 
pointers for designing sustainability into 
your domestic domain. 
Story by Dan M aginn 

Cover: Casa Tuscania, 
San Salvador. El Salvador. page 53 
Photo by Paco Perez 
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"Design will often make the differ
ence between a place that simply 
exists and a place that cari thrive for 
many years to come-which is the 
most sustainable result of all." 

Richard Rogers 

29 

Dwell 

2.3 
Letters 

29 
In the Modern World 
The modern world demands adaptability, 
so this month we look at trees growing 
through concrete, new strategies for urban 
preservation, and possibilities for the future 
of our cities. 

5.3 
My House 
On the outskirts of San Salvador, El Salvador, 
architect Jose Roberto Paredes designed 
a ground-level tree house for his family that 
favors texture over color, letting the jungle 
surroundings choose the hues. 

62 
Off the Grid 
In a Pacific Coast paradise near Carmel, 
California, a couple of Sil icon Valley 
veterans built an earthen modern home 
that references the Adirondack camps 
of their East Coast childhoods. 

68 
Dwell Reports 
If you've long loathed your leaky faucet, this 
is your chance to gracefully drop the drip. 
Professor Donald Norman offers his expert 
opinion on what makes a spectacular tap. 

Z4 
Dwell Home II 
Glen Martin knows all about rocket speeds 
from his years working on the International 
Space Station, but in the development of 
the Dwell Home II, where he will soon live 
with his wife, he has learned to have 
patience with a slower pace of progress. 

CONTENTS 

114 
Design Finder 
Before the word "blogosphere" was an 
acceptable part of the English language, 
Paul Donald formed an online retail 
shop that made sustainable design junkies 
go wild. His company, Branch, is now a 
virtual destination for tastefully curated 
green goods. 

116 
ABC 
Everything you've always wanted to know 
about balloon framing but were afraid to 
ask. Plus, lingo to help you banter better 
about Beaux-Arts, Harry Bertoia, brutalism, 
and beyond. 

118 
101 Kitchen Design 
No matter how cozy your living room or den, 
the kitchen is usually the heart of a home. 
Whether you use yours to reenact Iron Chef 
or simply to zap a TV dinner, you'll find 
helpful how-tos and insightful predictions 
in this month's kitchen design primer. 

142 
Sourcing 
If you'd like to own the items you've been 
ogling, check here for details on tracking 
them down. 

1.44 
Finishing Touch 
In the spirit of green, this month's back page 
looks outside at a water-wise San Francisco 
backyard that makes a compelling case 
for lawnlessness. 
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CONSERVE ENERGY WITH 

DUETTE® 
ARCHITELLA 
HONEYCOMB SHADES 

Duette~ Architella"' 
Honeycomb Shades 
Fabric: Panache™ 

Limited Time Offer: Call or visit for details about • 
significant rebate savings available on select products. 

C 2009 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and ,,. are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc. 

Energy efficiency meets 
design innovation. 
With its patented cell-within-a-cell design, Duette® Architella™ 
honeycomb shades offer the ultimate in energy efficiency. 
Like protection against summer heat to keep your home 
cool and to help reduce energy costs. 

Combined with cordless operating systems for enhanced 
child safety, you'll know that no matter what the conditions 
outside, the light of your life will be safe and comfy inside. 

Call 1-800-327-8953 or visit hunterdouglas.com/EEbrochure 
for a Free Energy-Efficient Window Treatments brochure. 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE, OF COURSE. 

Extraordinary window fashions, 
exclusively yours. 



EDITOR'S NOTE 

The Re-Enlightenment 
In all honesty, I'm pretty sure I'm not sustainable. 
I may stave off death-the ultimate green buzzkill- for 
a few more decades by eating organic yogurt and drink
ing fair-trade coffee, but that's assuming I don't have 
to face one of the myriad catastrophes that I am contrib
uting to otherwise- like rising tides, rising tempera
tures, food shortages, global upheaval, and so on. You 
can't really blame me, and if you're not feeling sustain
able either, I can't really blame you. Our ancestors made 
a lot of progress just trying to stay warm and sated, 
now who are we to have to go and change everything? 

If one thing seems clear about our sustainability woes, 
however, it's that just about everything we do could use 
a lifecycle analysis and upgrade. Everything. In a recent 
piece in the New York Times, Harold McGee notes that 
if Americans would just U!se less water to boil pasta (all 
one billion pounds of it per year) we could save some
thing like soo,ooo barrels of oil annually.And that's just 
pasta water! What about rethinking beef, toilet paper, 
pesticides, lumber, and cars (or a thousand other things)? 
It's all a bit mind-boggling and leaves me feeling hope
lessly unsustainable. Or just plain hopeless. 

Just as the Enlightenment crept out of the Dark Ages, 
our young 21st century must jettison the practices of 
our carbon-chewing-and-spewing industrial age and 
welcome an environmentally enlightened era. In defi
ance to my own unsustainability, I'd like to suggest 
a two-pronged approach. First, individuals need to make 
micro-decisions-like using less water to boil pasta or 
riding a bike or bus to work instead of driving- which 
can affect macro-change. Second, governments, corpora
tions, and other institutions need to lay a framework 
that makes adopting those decisions easy as well as 
taking care of the big-ticket items like power grids and 
high-speed railways. I may be stating the obvious, but 
given the gravity of the situation we're in (last summer, 
for the first time in recorded history, the North Pole 
could be circumnavigated), it bears repetition. 

With this issue of Dwell, we decided to widen our 
scope beyond purely residences to incorporate the 
notion that change at home is not enough; a holistic 
view of the built environment is necessary for deeper 

Sam Grawe, Editor·in-Chief 
sam@dwell.com 

Dwell 

eco-enlightenment. So we take you on a world tour of 
projects both big (like airport terminals) and small 
(like ceremonial tea houses) that reflect the sage prac
tices of our most environmentally aware architects. 

It's telling that all three of our profiled designers 
shrug off being labeled as "green" or "sustainable." 
"I do not want to talk about green, green, green, and 
so on," says Werner Sobek, who meanwhile develops 
buildings that consume zero energy and create zero 
emission and waste. "As an architect, I deal with the 
visual effects," says Terunobu Fujimori, "energy conser
vation is an engineer's work." But his structures, which 
poetically fuse 21st-century bones with timeless natural 
elements, remind us that the core mission of sustain
ability is to foster just this connection.And although his 
buildings may look high-tech, Richard Rogers offers a 
humanist view on creating places that stimulate inter
action and thus "can thrive for many years to come
which is the most sustainable result of all.'' 

The lesson here is that sustainability should always 
be a part of the process-it is a highly valuable, silent 
partner-but it is truly successful when it's not the only 
goal or end result. You can build the most "sustainable" 
eco-village in the world, but if no one wants to live there, 
what's the point? 

Considering that most likely you're not in the 
market for a new airport terminal, we offer as a counter
point to our profiles a step-by-step guide to the micro
changes you can make on your own turf. "At Home In The 
Zone" (p.104) takes you on a room-by-room tour of green 
ideas- including the purchase of a PHID (that's short 
for portable humanoid insulation device; hint: it's usually 
made from terry cloth). 

There's still quite a long way to go before I'll feel sus
tainable, and the quest for total sustainability will likely 
be as elusive as that for the fountain of youth, but my 
hopelessness is abating. The path to eco-enlightenment 
is being lit by thousands of people-from scientific 
researchers, to pasta chefs, to architects, to (gasp) 
politicians- and the more we understand and share, 
the more we can entertain the possibility of changing 
our approach to absolutely everything.11m 
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Molded Plywood chairs, 
tables & stools designed 
by Norman Cherner. 

Now in a Natural Walnut finish, 
clear expression of molded 
walnut and beech. 

50 
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Cherner 

ChernerChair.com 
toll free 866.243.7637 
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The February 2009 Prefab issue was 
one of your most interesting issues in 

some time. I was encouraged to see 
t hat we're moving forward in this area, 

perhaps to a time when the concepts 

become a reality for the masses. Of 
course, as is so often the case, the one 

that I l iked best was also the most 

expensive: William Massie's America 
House 08 ("Massie Produced"). 

You also managed to give me a few 

laughs, l ike the idea of a $25,000 shed 
("Dwell Reports"). Take a few courses 

down at the local community college 
to learn how to build something 

that will stand up but not leak; call 
over your chi ldren and a few of your 

friends; and build it yourself. It won't 
come off q uite like those in Dwell, 

but few things give a person greater 
satisfaction than walking into what 

was once just an idea in their head. 

Paul Tominac 
San Francisco, California 

In the February 2009 Prefab issue, you 

incorrectly showed interior and exte

rior photos not of Buckminster Fuller's 
Dymaxion House, described in the 

accompanying article ("More Fuller"), 
but those of a d ifferent design by 

Fuller known as the Dymaxion Deploy

ment Units, which were generally used 
as shelters by the military. The interior 

image of the couple appears i n Fuller's 
1960 monog raph with the caption: 

"Architect Walter Sanders, head of the 

Department of Architecture, University 
of Michigan, and his wife 'test-dwelt' 

the DDU in Washington and found 
it completely satisfactory." 

Some of Fuller's designs may have 
been unrealist ic, b ut you do both him 

and his legacy a great d isservice when 

you spread misinformation and con
fuse the images of his designs, ideas, 

and visions. 

Winston Chou 
Berkeley, California 

Editors' Note· We did indeed mistakenly 
show images of the Dymaxion Deploy
ment Unit instead of the Dymaxlon House. 
We regret the error. 

The Prefab issue (February 2009) was 

excellent. As both an architect and 

Dwell 

landscape architect in Californ ia for 

58 years, I agreed with almost every

thing discussed. I remember the 
Konrad Wachsmann "GP" House 

("Archive") from when I was an archi

tecture student at the University of 
Southern California and devoted my 

whole career to low-cost housing. 

Marmol Radziner has the best prod
ucts I've seen; their factory is well 

thought out and efficient. The only 

drawback: The houses are too expen
sive. In Californ ia, stick-built, intell igent, 

well-designed, mid-century-modern 
houses can be built onsite for less than 

any prefab house on the market today. 
There is a p lace for factory-produced 

bathrooms, kitchens, and wall panels, 
but for t he whole house? No. 

On another note, as an experienced 
and knowledgeable residential archi

tect, I advise all who now practice to 

design defensively-prevent the user 
from destroying your architecture. 

When you provide a space or shape 

that lends itself to a cheap, ugly addi
tion, the user will grab the opportunity. 

LETTERS 

The "Zero House" featured in the "Off 

the Grid" article is sure to be altered 

with additions shortly after its comple
tion. The design is an invitation that's 

too tempting to leave alone. 

I love Dwell. Your articles are most 
informative, t imely, and wel l w ritten. 

William Krisel, AIA 
Los Angeles, California 
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As someone who biogs about Wash

ington, DC's modern architecture 
(moderncapital.blogspot.com), I was llO> 



Now online ... 

The Chicken or the Egg 
It's better to be in the henhouse than 
in the doghouse. There's a micro

movement afoot to bring the chicken 

coop back to urban backyards. Though 

fire escapes aren't generally hen

friendly, a patch of ground can accom

modate a tiny flock even in the densest 

of cities, and the benefits are many: 

fresh eggs, rich compost, and even 
some help tilling your garden soi l. 

Check out dwell.com to learn about 

the Urban Hens, a Boulder, Colorado

based project designing coops for 

city dwellers, and pick some freshly 

laid tips on build ing a modern hutch 

for your clucking clutch. 

dwell.com/urbanhens 

Cabinet Appointment 
This month's 101 is required reading 

if you need to be schooled in kitchen 

design. Once you've mastered the 

dos and don'ts, head on line for some 

visual learning. We've packed our 

virtual slide carousel with photos of 

successful renovations and brand-new 

innovations (like the Scavolini Reflex 

kitchen, below) for everyone's favorite 

room. It may not help you cook better, 

but it'll certainly make things look 

better. D ishwashing robot not i ncluded. 

dwell.com/slideshow 
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excited to see the December/January 

2009 "Detour" article. While the piece 

touched on Richard Neutra's Brown 

House, Gordon Bunshaft's Hirshhorn 

Museum, and I. M. Pei's Slayton House, 

you overlooked a major part of the DC 

story: the mid-century-modern enclave 

of Southwest Washington. 

As the area goes through another 

period of urban renewal, Southwest 

remains the largest urban-renewal 

project in U.S. history. Efforts in the 

1950s and '60s to create a "modernist 

utopia" led to structures by lea.ding 
modern architects, such as Chloethiel 

Woodard Smith, Charles Goodman, 

Morris Lapidus, Marcel Breuer, 

Harry Weese, and the team of Arthur 

Keyes, Francis Donald Lethbridge, 

and David Condon. 

In his excellent A/A Guide to the 
Architecture of Washington, DC, 
G. Martin Moeller Jr. (your featured 

expert) writes that while many urban

renewal projects have "come to sym

bolize indiscriminate destruction of 

neighborhoods (squalid though they 

may have been) in favor of drab, 

soulless superblocks ... several of the 

housing developments in Southwest 

are among the best works of large

scale urban architecture of their era." 

I'm sure Moeller mentioned in your 

d iscussions the significance of the 

modernism on display in Southwest. 

I just wished you had decided to write 

about it. Your readers missed out on 

a fascinating story. 

Michael Shapiro 
Bethesda, Maryland 

A couple of small corrections about 

an otherwise excellent December/ 

January 2009 issue: First, on page 136, 

the photo in the bottom left corner 

is not the Ronald Reagan Building, 

as captioned. Second, the architect 

of the National Building Museum 
is Montgomery Meigs. 

Laura Gale 
Sent via email 

Editors' Note: We're fortunate to have 
such attentive readers and sincerely 
apologize for the errors we made in our 
"Detour" article about Washington, DC. 
The photo on page 1 36 pictures the Ariel 

Rios Building, with just a glimpse of the 
Ronald Reagan Building behind it, and 
the architect of the National Building 
Museum is indeed Montgomery Meigs, 
not Megis as we printed. 

I've noticed in many of your articles 

that the wood of choice for siding and 

decks has been ipe wood. As an archi

tect for many years, I was unfamiliar 

w ith this species and sought to learn 

more about it . Recent news releases 

state that the attempt to use ipe wood 

to repair a boardwalk in Wildwood, 

New Jersey, has come upon sharp 
criticism from environmentalists 

because the wood comes from the 

Brazilian rain forest. What is t he story? 

Are we perpetuating a bad thing? 

Winslow Wedin 
Sent via email 

Editors' Note: To answer your question. 
we turned to our architect friend Craig 
Steely. Here's what he said: 

Wood is labeled "sustainable" based 
on responsible forestry, not species. 
You cannot call all ipe wood sustainable, 
but there is FSC-certified ipe wood 
available that can be considered green. 
However, another consideration for 
sustainability is life cycle. lpe is dense, 
hard, and impervious to rot, so it is a 
great choice based on its long life span. 

lpe trees do grow on the fringes of 
the Amazon rain forests, and much of the 
wood comes from Brazil and Bolivia, 
places lknown for their less-than-stellar 
records regarding forestry practices, 
so you should select FSC-certified lumber 
when possible. 

In regards to the boardwalk in New 
Jersey, beyond using a sustainable 
wood, does it make sense to cover three 
city blocks with any type of timber? 
I don't t hink so. 

Correction: In our February 2009 
issue ("Dwell Reports") we incorrectly 

attributed Herzog and de Meuron's 

Bird's Nest stadium for the 2008 

Beijing O lympics as the work of OMA. 
We apologize for our shameful 

blunder. 

Please write to us: 

Dwell Letters 

40 Gold Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

letters@dwell.com 11 .. 
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Peter Belanger 
Having remodeled his own San 

Francisco home, which included ad d

ing two bathrooms, photographer 

Peter Belanger knows how to appre

ciate the details of faucet designs. 
" It was refreshing to be able to use 

the faucets as creative elements and 
create composit ions with them rather 

than just admiring the knobs whi le 

brushing my teeth," he says about his 

"Dwell Reports" (p. 68) photo shoot. 

Deborah Bishop 
Cont rib uting ed itor Deborah Bishop 

approached this month's 101 about 
kitchens (p. 118) with keen interest, as 

she is current ly plotting her own kitchen 

renovation. "Having read and been 

told that this is the most important room 

in the house-and seeing such an array 
of aesthet ic approaches- I am now 

effectively paralyzed," confesses Bishop, 

even though her culinary t riumphs 

tend, at best, toward toast and French

press coffee. She also wrote this 
month's "Finishing Touch" (p. 144 ). 

Adam Fisher 

Adam Fisher lives and writes from a 

houseboat anchored in a cove in the 
San Francisco Bay. He's never wanted 

to live anywhere else-until he visited 

Architect and resident Jose Robert Paredes 
calls his concrete home in El Salvador ("My 
House," p. 53) a "tree house o n the ground." 

the Kavner residence ("Off the Grid," 

p. 62) located in the middle of a private 

nature p reserve between Big Sur and 
Carmel-by-the-Sea, California. "It 's half

way between Henry Miller's library and 

Clint Eastwood's restaurant," Fisher 

says. "There isn't a better locat ion in 
the world than that." 

Adam Friedberg 

New York City-based photographer 
Adam Friedberg traveled to Japan in 

the depths of winter to shoot architect 

Terunobu Fuj imori (p. 96), whom he 

describes as "the most low-key super
star you'll find." Friedberg braved 

snow, ice, fire, mountains, tiny door

ways, and even monkeys to capture 
the designer in his element but wasn't 

without assistance: " I just had to 

ment ion Fujimori's name and instantly 

I'd have a line of people wanting to 
help on the shoot for free just for a 

chance to meet him," Friedberg says. 

Jaime Gross 
San Francisco- based writer Jaime 

Gross met and interviewed Terunobu 

Fuj imori (p. 96) on a recent t rip to 

Tokyo and was delighted by t he 
62-year-old professor and architect's 

projects- and his energy level. "He 
might be one of the sprightliest peo

ple I've ever met," Gross says. "He 

scrambled up and down ladders to his 

tearooms, sped along train platforms, 
and ran al l over the roof of his house 

to show me views of his neighborhood 
and the 'Viking horns'- a crooked tree 

b ranch- he placed at its peak. I could 

barely keep up!" 

Sonja Hall 

Sonja Hall is a freelance journalist and 
former Dwell ed itorial assistant. She 

jubilant ly took her Spanish-to-English 

translation skills to new heights whi le 

interviewing San Salvador-based 

architect and resident Jose Roberto 
Paredes for this month's "My House" 

(p. 53). Having been steeped in 

modern architecture and design and 
now feeling the gravitational pull 

t o Europe, Hall wi ll be observing the 

world of t ransportation design through 
this year's professional cycling season 

in Italy. 

Melissa Kaseman 

As a believer in the sustainability 
movement and a lover of design, San 

Francisco-based photographer and 

visual artist Melissa Kaseman was 

thril led t o shoot the portrait of Branch 
founder Paul Donald for our new 

department "Design Finder" (p. 114). 
"It was fascinating to see all the mer

chandise in person and understand 

where it came from and who made it," 

she says. When not working on assign

ment, Kaseman uses her t ime and 

energy o n personal artwork. 

Dan Maginn 
Dan Maginn is an AIA-member archi

tect who lives and carpools to work 

with his w ife, Keri, in Kansas City. For 

this issue, Maginn gave us a room-by

room rundown on how to best green 
a house ("Co ncepts," p. 104). Although 

he and nis partners at El Dorado Inc. 

are extremely interested in promoting 

sustainable design on all scales, he 
does not consider himself to be an 

"eco-warrior." Instead he prefers the 

term "eco-tainment special ist." 

Sally McGrane 

Sally McGrane is a w riter based in 
Berlin who t raveled to Chicago to inter

view Werner Sobek (p. 88). The very 
charming architect was delayed by 

a problem in his 59th-floor apartment 

in the John Hancock Center; some
thing was leaking in his kitchen. It 

turned out to be a down-to-earth 
"clean living" prob lem: The upstairs 

neighbor's dishwasher had broken. 

Paco Perez 

Born in Mexico City, Paco Perez 
began his career as a photographer 

at age 16, shooting for the Inter

national Olympic Committee at the 
1990 Central American and Caribbean 

Games held in his hometown. For 
this issue, Perez captured the essence 

of Jose Roberto Paredes's home 
in El Salvador ("My House," p. 53). 

Perez enjoyed turning his camera 

on the home as the model and main 
character for the images. ~I 
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Also worth noting: Sensuede's eco-efficient manufacturing process sets 
it apart from other microfiber suedes. Made from 88% high-purity recycled 

polyester, Sensuede is the obvious choice for eco-conscious design. 

It makes sense. 

Visit www.sensuede.com. 
Sensuede is a registered trademark of ASAHI KASEI FIBERS CORPORATION and is distributed exclusively in North America by American Silk Mills Corporation. 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Bright Times votive holder 
By Tord Boontje for Arternica 
artecnicainc.com 
Heavy metal gets the light touch 
with this delicate votive holder. 
It's a micro-fireplace that 
eschews fancy pyrotechnics for 
a simple, single flame.All Bright 
Times takes is a simple pull to 

PRODUCTS 

transform the flat patterned 
sheet into a 3-D shrine to shine. 
After that it's a modern shadow 
show: Just light a candle, sit 
back, and watch its lo-fi effects 
transform your darkened walls. 

' 

22serles 

By Omer Arbelfor Bocci 
bocci.ca 
Cast aside the cover plate and 
contemplate the simplicity 
of a three-pronged plug laid bare. 
The 22 is a seamless suite of 
electric sockets designed to fit 
flush on any wall surface. 

© 
© 

-- -- -- --- -- ----------------------------------------------------·---- .. --------------------------------------··-----··--------

Rhino box 
By Jonathan Adler 
jonathanadler.com 
How do you stop a rhino from 
charging? Take away his credit 
card (wah wah) ... and cast him 
in ceramic. Your treasures 
will always be safe in his two 
armored compartments. 

May3 (1931 ) 
Aldo Rossi, founder of Neo-Rationalism, 
is born a young sphere attached to a 
rectangle with four cylind rical appendages. 

3 0 May2009 

' 
' 
' 

ABS alarm clock 
By Michael Sodeau for 
Anything Design 
anvthinq-desiqn.com 
This clock doesn't play videos, 
won't show the latest NBA scores, 
isn't a portable music device, 
has no access to the Internet, 
and will never fit in your pocket. 

May3 (2009) 

Nevertheless, its charmingly 
straightforward functions are 
nothing but essential: When 
you need to know the time, any 
time, ABS will tell you- and if 
you ask it nicely, its old-school 
alarm will gently wake you. 

Shape Our Country closes at the Nether
lands Architecture Institute in Rotterdam. 
nai.nl 
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CREATE NEW POSSIBILITIES 
fNGAGf hf ITH THf OUTOOOR5 I CARf fOR THf h'ORLD AROUND YOU 

Hyllritllif e· 
CREATE, PLAY AND CARE. IT'S A WAY OF LIFE. 

WE CALL IT HYBRIDLIFE'." 

JOIN THf KffN HrBRIDLiff COMMUNITY 
AND SHOP THf Nfl.J lINf Of PRODUCTS AT 

KEENFOOTWEAR.COM 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

George 
Smart 

George Smart, executive 
director of Triangle Modernist 
Archive, is a modern-day Lorax 

for modern-designed houses. 
In early 2001, a quick Internet 
search for "Raleigh modernist 
architecture" took Smart to 
a web page describing the story 
of the mid-century Eduardo 
catalano house, famous for its 
expansive butterfly roof, in 
Raleigh, North carolina-and 
its subsequent destruction in 
2001 by McMansion developers. 

By the end of 2007, Smart-an 
executive educator by trade but 
a design enthusiast by blood 
(his father studied architecture 
at the North Carolina State 
University College of Design)
launched Triangle Modernist 
Houses, a website dedicated to 
preserving modem homes 
in the Research Triangle region 

by increasing public awareness 
of their threatened existence. 

Today, the site lists over 550 

modem homes in the area and 
hosts free for-sale listings. "We 
have such a concentration of 
modem houses in this area that 
are works of art and need to 
be saved," Smart says. "My goal 
is to get these houses into the 
hands of loving owners." 

The home tours Smart has 
organized-which have drawn 
crowds of over 600 people-have 
helped make that happen: Shortly 
after a tour through a modem 
house for sale in Durham in May 
2oos, one couple in attendance 
became its new owners. "The 
more people who know about 
these houses, the less likely they 
are to get tom down," Smart says. 

In January, Triangle Modernist 
Archive, the larger organization 
that oversees Triangle Modernist 
Houses, became a registered non
profit organization. It also created 
a board of directors-with Smart 
at the helm, speaking out for the 
houses he loves. 

One of many modernist gems to be 
found in North Carolina ' s Research 
Triangle Park region near Raleigh. 
trianglemodernisthouses. com 

Nice Modernist 
32 May2009 

Arik 
Levy 

Arik Levy's designs have been 
produced by a variety of big 
names-elS (SHOS ARIE shelf, 
pictured), Zanotta, Council, 
Living Divani, and Bernhardt 
Design, to name a few-but 
the Paris-based, Israeli-born 
designer is still taken with 
the thrill of the potential that 
comes from new partnerships: 
"The first project together is 
like a first kiss. You never know 
how it tastes until you separate 
the lips." 

What's your ideal working 
environment? 

Working is like maternity. You 
know if you find a place where 
you want to give birth to your 
projects. 

Is there someone outside 
your field who inspires you? 

Q&A 

I don't have idols. My life is more 
like a journey; I meet different 
people on the way and they join 
me for a while, then I meet some
one from the past or the future, 
and each of them influences me. 

What novels, music, or 
films keep you thinking 
about design? 

The movie Dune is fascinating, 
as a vision both of technology 
and of society. 

What do you wish that 
you'd designed? 

I wish to design everything 
I have not yet designed. 

Is there a specific object 
that changed how you think 
about design? 

If I had to put my finger on only 
one, it would be a screw. 

What three buzzwords 
do you never want to hear 
applied to your own work? 

I care about opinions, not words, 
and believe that in any opinion 
one can find an interesting issue. 

Where do you see your 
profession in 20 years? 

As long as I keep having a great 
time, any transformation is fine 
with me. 

What might your last 
words be? 

The world is about people. That 
should be our first preoccupation. 

ariklevy. fr 
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Induction cooktops provide the cleanest, safest, 

fastest, most precise and most energy-efficient 

method of cooking available. 

FAGOR~ 

Worldwide leaders in induction cooktop technology. 

www.fagoramerica.com 

1.800.207.0806 
infoappliances@fagoramerica.com 



IN THE MO DERN WORLD 

Tree Portrait s 

Emma Livingston 
emmalivinqston.com 
Urban trees are ubiquitous, but 
consider what they're up against. 
In snowy climes they're expos:ed 
to toxic quantities of road salt; in 
dry climates they might simply 
wither and die; and everywhere, 
new buildings can block their 
already meager sunlight. In turn, 

Focus 
34 May2009 

trees are not always easy on 
the city. Their roots can destroy 
sidewalks, burst water mains, 
and undermine foundations. But 
each tree, choked by its concrete 
surroundings, brings a unique 
instance of nature to the city. 

In January 2008, Emma Liv
ingston began to take portraits 
of such trees in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.As Livingston's use 

of the word "portrait" implies, 
each tree is both particular to its 
location and photographically 
recognizable in its own form and 
shape. "I am intrigued by how 
each one has a personality of its 
own," Livingston explains. This is 
an "expression conveyed through 
its size, build, 'posture,"' and 
"the 'attitude' expressed through 
the display of its branches." 

(,c 
Dwell 
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IN THE MO DERN WORLD 

Clouds 
By Ronan and Envan Bouroul/ec 
bouroullec.com 
/i9ne-roset-usa.com 
kvadrat.dh 

vegetal chair 
By Romm and Erwan Bouroullec 
bouroullec.com 
vitra.com 

May 9 (1937) 

FURNITURE 

Being at one with nature doesn't 
necessarily mean having to 
leave the comfort of your living 
room. French designers Ronan 
and Erwan Bouroullec give shape 
to new terrestrial and airborne 
elements to transform your living 

room into the great beyond. 

Show me the Moneo! Rafael Moneo, 1996's 
Pritzker Prize winner, is born in Spain. 

38 May2009 

The individual textile compo
nents in Clouds (above) combine 
to form a conceptual cumulus 
on the wall, or you can spread 
them into a cirrus drifting across 
your ceiling. Then settle into 
Vegetal, a plastic chair whose 

seat is modeled after trees in 

May 11 (1976) 
Alvar Aalto, Finland's champion of the 
International Style, dies in Helsinki. 
Fill your Savoy vase with black tulips. 

19th-century gardens that were 
pruned into functional furniture. 
It works both indoors and out, 
providing the ideal repose to sit 
and watch the clouds roll by. · 

Dwell 
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bulthaup 

The time is right - for your first bulthaup. The new bulthaup bl kitchen system has a new look, 
new product benefits and a new attractive price. With the timeless beauty of a sculpture, reduced to 

the absolute essentia ls, the bulthaup b 1 kitchen system is precision-planned and perfectly finished by 

bulthaup's engineers and master craftsmen. Quality from start to finish. The t ime is definitely right for 

you to meet bu lthaup. Talk to the specialists in kitchen architecture at bu lthaup. To locate your nearest 

bulthaup partner, or request more information please visit www.bulthaup.com or call 800 808 2923. 

Atlanta, Boston, Ch icago, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, 

San Diego, San Francisco, Scottsdale, Seattle, Toronto, Vancouver, Wash ington D.C. 

t.;opyr '1 tea rr at 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Ypsilon table 
By Love Neuschutzfor 
Karl Andersson er Soner 
harl-andersson.se 
Llke a baby Bambi on its first 
wobbly steps, Ypsilon might 
look a tad unsteady, but the 
angular legs on this dear table 
provide a sturdy spot to dine 
with friends. 

FURNITURE 

' 

Torno side table 
By Stephan Veit for Draenert 
dnienert.de 
It's doubtful that Chubby 
Checker has ever checked out 
Torno, but if he did, we know 
what he would say: "Come on, 
baby. Let's do the twist." 

--- --- ---- -- - ------ - ------ - - - - ------------------------------- -~~--'-'---------------------------------------------------------
Lazy Bastard chair 
By Bertjan Pot for Montis 
rnontis.nl 
When is a name not merely 
a name but instead a point of 
pride, a way of life, a categorical 
imperative, and an honorable 

May 14 (2009) 

title to uphold? When that name 
is Lazy Bastard, and the chair 
in question is basically a bean
bag on legs. Indolence is bliss as 
you live out your idle dreams, 
lounging comfortably in a seat 
that defies you not to take it easy. 

Design for a Living World opens at the 
Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum, 
in New York. cooperhewjtt.Ql:9 

40 May2009 

May18 (1883) 
Bauhaus founder Walter Gropius, later 
known as the Silver Prince, is born with 
a si lver spoon. 

Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Fossil 
Cities 
We often talk about letting 
nature back into the modem 
metropolis, but what happens 
if we look at this process over 
a far larger timescale-say, over 
the course of 100 million years? 

Geologist and popular-science 
writer Jan Zalasiewicz explores 
the extremely distant terrestrial 
future in his poetic and thor
oughly stimulating new book 
The Earth After Us. Zalasiewicz is 
refreshingly blunt in his assess
ment of humankind's chances 
of Jong-term preservation. "The 
surface of the future Earth," 
he writes, "one hundred million 
years from now, will not have 
preserved evidence of contem
porary human activity." Fair 
enough. He adds, however, that 
in that distant era-as far from 
the present as we are now from 
the dinosaurs- there will still 
be subtle proof that humans 
once walked the earth. 

After all, some of our cities 
will actually fossilize. 

Zalasiewicz explained the ba
sics to Dwell: "I think we have a 
good idea, at least for the short to 
medium term, which cities have 
a chance of being fossilized," he 
begins. "That's because we have 

a reasonable idea of which bits 
of the Earth's crust are sinking 
and which bits are going up-and 
those cities being carried upward 
by plate tectonics will be eroded. 
No part of them will survive." 
San Francisco and Los Angeles, 
that is, will be erased entirely. 

And those cities getting 
pushed down? "Once a city is 
buried and beneath the reach of 
waves, the process of fossiliza
tion will begin," Zalasiewicz 
says. He suggests that cities close 
to coasts and slow rivers will, 
sooner or later, be buried-and 
it is burial that allows for fossil
ization. Cities like New Orleans, 
Hanoi, Shanghai, Venice, and 
Amsterdam might thus survive 
"at least for a few million years 
into the future." As he writes 
in The Earth After Us, "Our 
drowned cities and farms, high
ways and towns, would begin 
to be covered with sand, silt, and 
mud, and take the first steps 
toward becoming geology." 

Next time you're out walking 
across our many roads and park
ing lots, through shopping malls 
and homes, it might be worth 
taking a second look: All of this 
might yet be squeezed thin into 
some strange new sandstone 
and transformed into a perma
nent part of the future Earth. 

Future Nature 
42 May2009 

, Harboe's 
Marks 
Chicago preservation archi
tect Thomas "Gunny" Harboe 

' prefers not to dismantle archi
tectural monuments. But at 
Mies van der Robe's 860-880 

, Lake Shore Drive apartments, 
built in Chicago in 1951, one of 

' the first steps in the preserva
' tion process was to remove 

the broad travertine pavement 
between the two towers. 

Taking up nearly 1,100 slabs
each weighing as much as 175 
pounds, many crumbling and 

, leaking water into the garage 
' below-was the easy part. The 

challenge was to create a replace
ment faithful to the original 
in all respects but one: It would 
be designed to last. 

Harboe's solution, designed 
with colleague Rico Cedro of 
Krueck & Sexton Architects, used 
techniques that eluded Mies six 
decades ago: waterproofing the 
plaza's concrete base, creating a 
slight pitch, and cutting the stone 
(from Tivoli, like the originals) 

' slightly thicker and some with 
shallow ridges or valleys to carry 
away rainwater. 

The interventions barely alter 
' the original design but prove 

what Harboe's experience in 
restoring mid-century-modern 

' buildings had already taught 
him: In the less-is-more aes-

' thetic, "sometimes Jess wasn't 
enough," he says. 

Harboe's passion for conserva
tion goes back to a taste for an
tiques acquired from his family. 
He studied history and material 

• culture at Brown University, 
followed by conservation at Co

' lumbia University. While work
' ing on the reconstruction of 
' the Frank Lloyd Wright Room 

at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art as an intern, he noticed that 
"architects were the ones call
ing the shots" -so he pursued an 

• architecture degree at MIT. 
' "I saw the past through objects," 

he says. "And buildings were 
the largest objects I could find." 

His professional career 
began more than two decades ago 
with an unexpected opportunity: 
He was hired by the Chicago 
design firm chosen to restore 
the Rookery, one of Chicago's 
noblest early skyscrapers. Harboe 
Jed the effort, won a National 
Trust for Historic Preservation 
award for it, and then directed 
the restoration of the equally lush 
Reliance Building nearby, which 
garnered additional accolades. 

In the mid-1990s,Harboe 
helped establish the U.S. chapter 
of Docomomo, an international 
organization dedicated to pre
serving modem architecture, 
and in 2006, he founded Harboe 
Architects, specializing in high
end restorations such as Mies's 
Crown Hall at the Illinois Insti
tute of Technology in 2005 and 
currently Frank Lloyd Wright's 
Beth Sholom Synagogue in 
suburban Philadelphia. 

Harboe's goal is to make his 
own work invisible-though 
sometimes there are exceptions. 
In the travertine pavement at 
the Lake Shore Drive apartments, 
a small section of original slabs 
will be darker than the rest
deliberate evidence that the 
present restoration is an essential 
piece of the building's history. 
- :lay Prichlore 

Mies van der Robe ' s Lake Shore 
Drive apartments face off across 
a renovated middle ground in 
windy Chicago. 
harboearch com 
docomomo~us org 

Preservation 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD BOOKS 

May 21 (1902) 
Marcel Breuer, tamer of tubular steel and 

conjurer of concrete, is born in Hungary. 

44 M ay2009 

THE 
INFRASTRUCTURAL 

CITY NETWORKEDECOLOGIES 
IN LOS ANGELES 

May 21 (2009) 
MIX: Nine San Diego Architects and Designers 
opens at the Museum of Contemporary Art 

San Diego. rrn;a-;_d&rg 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Houses We Love 
4 6 May 2009 

Andersson.• Wise Architects 
Leander, Texas 
an.derssonwise.com 
The 1,200-square-foot Tower 
House by Andersson•Wise 
Architects stands on the shores 
of Lake Travis in Leander, Texas. 
As the designers explain, the 
original house was "a simple ma
sonry structure built in the 1940s 
and consisting of a living room, 
a small kitchen, one bedroom, one 

th e lake." Across a courtyard, 
th e expansion went vertical, cap
turing panoramic views of the 
surrounding landscape from an 
open roof deck. With an exterior 
constructed from massaranduba, 
a silvery Brazilian hardwood, 
and an interior surfaced with a 
plywood made from Baltic birch, 
Andersson • Wise's addition 
cuts a distinguished profile ever 
so slightly above the treeline. 

Dwell 
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Michelle Reter I Ann Arbor MI . 

01 My headless Hummels- sorry grandma 

02 Reminders of the endless summers of my yout h 
ro The shoes that got ma through my first marathon 

~ My Foscarini Twiggy Table Lamp from YLighting 

~ The flat number from my year in Paris 

06 The soundtrack of my high school years 

01 Nelson Ball Clock that tells me its quitting time 

~ Emery the wonder dog 

~ Wooden box where I put my wedding ring every night 

tOThe perfume bottle that sits on my vanity 

Visit: www l. . 
·Y :i.ght::i.ng.com f 

or t:he finest: in 

09 

modern lighting 
from renowned brands 

10 

such as F 
oscarini. Moooi. and 

Flos. 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Houses We Love 
48 May 2009 

Vacarisses, Spain 
harquitectes.com 
The enviably spectacular House 
205 by H Architects is located 
on a s lopln!) hillsid e p lot in 

Vacarisses, Spain, just west of 
Barcelona. Made from large 
and easily disassembled panels 
of laminated wood, the house 
was built for a family of four. 
Resident Maria works for the 
City Council of Sant Cugat; 
her husband, Quico, is a photo
grapher and collector of rare 
books who found himself in 
need of some major shelf space. 
Quico also used to play basketball 
with one of the design partners 
at H Architects-a sporting 
friendship that eventually led to 
this slam dunk of a home design. 

c 
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Basalt Black 6185T 
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Black Rocks 4170 Smoky Ash 

Dusty Stones 4040 Metallic Black 

., 

Organic White 4600 

Buttermilk 4i20 

Introducing 8 New Expressive Colors 
CaesarStone's unique ingenuity and ability to influence trends can be captured in a remarkable 
new lineup of surfaces that push the boundaries of creativity. The Color Expression '09 Collection 
offers an impressive recycled line, a new matte-hammered texture, and the f irst and only black 
metallic-accent surface - all covered for life by our Lifetime· Warranty. 

7185 

6140 

Chocolate Truffle 6350 

To learn more about CaesarStone's Color Expression '09 Collection, 
please visit www.CaesarStoneUS.com/expression © caesarstonee 

Quartz Surf aces 
'* Some restrictions apply. Copies of our Lifetime Warranty are available at authorized dealers. 

Learn more by visiting www.CaesarStoneUS.com or calling 877.978.2789. 



DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Arte ml de· 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning design line in the lighting 
industry, offers decorative and architectural luminaires with the perfect 
balance between form, function, and performance. For more information, 
please visit artemide.us. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide d istributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net 
or call 323-933-0383. 

lmlalhlalrlalml 
With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and t imeless textures. maharam.com 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the Autodesk• Revit• building 
design and documentation system, purpose-built for build ing information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates 
the change everywhere. autodesk.com 

SIEMENS 
Siemens u ltraSense'" laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense'" 
washer and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, 
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including 
cashmere, silk, and activewear. siemens-home.com 

Room&Boarcf 
HOHE FUll.NtSHIN(iS 

Excellent design is timeless, not driven by trends. Our home furnishings 
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, f ine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordable prices to offer outstanding value. 
roomandboard.com 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

Since 1907, Kirsch Window Fashions has been setting the standard in 
innovation and design for home window treatments. The orig inator of 
fashion-forward decorative drapery hardware, Kirsch evolved to boast 
a broad leading line of custom b linds and shades to complement any 
home decor. Kirsch Window Fashions offers products that define 
e legance and offer uncompromising style and beauty. kirsch.com 

THE Ba.D LOO< 
O:KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in provid ing products of 
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler continuously strives to lead the way and set new standards 
for gracious living by creating products that will deliver years of performance 
and add beauty and value to people's homes. kohler.com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV. 
For more information visit fordvehides.com/escapehybrid or call 
800-301-7430. 

13 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tank less technology. 
Our tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving 
money and space. noritz.com 

Samafil"' 

The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for green roof-waterproofing solutions. 
Sika Sarnafil provides you with a membrane system solution engineered 
to keep your structure watertight. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing 
and waterproofing peace of mind. sarnafilus.com 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office 
seating through our nationwide network of consumer and online stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 
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• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing orig inal design and 
innovation to the cei ling fan industry. The desig ns celebrate the modern 
idiom through mechanical simplificatio n. geometric forms, and contempo
rary finishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century 
cei ling fans. modernfan.com 

MONROVIX 
~GROWERS 

Monrovia® Growers are the healthiest, hardiest, most beautiful p lants 
guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Raised in exclusively formulated, 

nutrient-rich organic soil, our plants are the strongest. With more than 
2,200 varieties- from low maintenance to high fashion- we have something 
for everybody and every garden style. monrovia.com 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC, is a design and development company that 
produces f ine contemporary interior products for use in residential, office, 
and hospitality spaces. Honors in 2007 included an Interior Design Best 
of Year Merit Award and two llDEX/Neocon Innovation Awards. For more 
information and showrooms, please visit emmagardnerdesign.com. 

11JENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air" offers a full line of built-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visit jennair.com 
or call 800-JENN-AIR. 

~caesarstone· 
Quart z Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, CaesarStone quartz surfaces 
take concept to reality as the perfect blend of form and function. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or call 877-978-2789. 

cappe•i 
Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launcn pad for great international designers. 
Some Cappellini products are exnibited in the world's premier museums. In 

2004, Cappellini became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting the project for a "new 
quality center." cappellini.it -

[ill) ~.~. Qf ORTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless
steel entry door systems using the finest-quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door w ill last a lifetime. neoporte.com 

modern fires Architect I Mark Mcinturff Design I Colleen Gove Photo J Julia Heine 



If yo u could desi gn your dream window, 

what w ould it be? 

Create windows and doors uniquely your own. Whether remodeling, 

replacing or bui lding new. Get inspired by the myMarvin Project artists, the 

latest home design trends, or all the new products at myMarvin.com 

©2009 Marvin Windows and Doors An oghts reserved ®Reg1ste<ed trademark ol Marvin Windows. and Doors 1-800-268-7644 

myMarvin by 

vLlU 
Mark Laila 

Photographer 

MARVIN~ 
W in do w s and D oo r s 
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MY HOUSE 

For many of us, the childhood tree 
house was our first, albeit winsome, 
residential aspiration. For J ose 
Roberto Pare des and his wife, 
Patty, dreams of raising their family 
amongst the treetops never faded. 
Upon returning to El Salvador after 
studying in Spain, Jose Roberto left 
his father's architecture practice to 
start his own firm, Cincopatasalgato. 
Before long, he had harness ed 
the imaginations of his entire family 
to design an arboreal abode just 
outside the capital, San Salvador. 

m.w 
~--~ ,; 
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I never imagine d that I would live 
in a house like Casa Tuscania. In fact, 

it wasn't unt il I saw it for the first t ime, 

in the light of the morning, that 

I realized it was my dream house. Just 
a couple of years before, I had left 
my father and brother's fi rm to start my 

own more modern architecture prac
t ice in San Salvador. We have broken 

down walls, literally and figuratively, 
to create the Swiss Family Robinson

like tree house we call home. It's pretty 
isolated here, outside of San Salvador, 

and those factors were important in 

deciding where to build and how to 
raise our two d aughters, Pi lar, 15, and 

Jimena, 4, in a natural environment. 
W hile studying architecture in 

Barcelona, I learned a lot about spatial 
efficiency because I lived in a tiny little 

flat- well, it was more of a bachelor 

Banks of windows and translucent panels 
(top left) help keep Casa Tuscania nice and 
a iry. Exposed beams and a cantilevered 
loft soar over t he high-traffic eating area 

pad, but that's open to interpretation. 

We d idn't want to build a huge house. 

We wanted it to be cozy but open, 
making sure every room used its 

space w isely. Few wal ls separate the 
rooms and our dining table doubles 
as a homework desk and venue for 
Scrabble games. We d id something 
strange and installed a bathtub right 

in Jimena's bedroom. She loves 

splashing around in there and would 

spend hours on end in it if she could. 

Throughout the house I used 

concrete for its cooling quality and 
easy maintenance. It works well in 

San Salvador's sun-drenched cl imate. 

Patty grew up in Sudan, and I grew up 
here; we know an awful lot about find
ing ways to cool off inside when it 

is sweltering outdoors. But we didn't 

want to sacrifice the sensation of being I~ .. 

(top right), giving the family a sense of 
spaciousness. Jose Roberto looks down 
on the se cluded courtyard (bottom), 
where Pilar and Patty open th ings up. 

Dwell 
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Sale: 15% Off KnollStudio® 
May 1-10, 2009 

Shipping directly to your 
door is always free 

Authenticity. Period.™ 

LJb highbrowfurniture.com 
www.highbrowfurniture.com 1.888.329.0219 Authorized Herman Mille~ Retailer 

Quant ities may be limited. Some rest rict ions apply. Prices subject to change. Check for current prices. Free Shipping within 48 contiguous 
states. Return Policy: Simply email or cal l us w ithin 10 days of receipt for a ful l refund. Item must be returned in original packaging mater ial. 
We wi ll schedule a pick up and have the item returned to us at no cost to you. 
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The bottom level houses the bedrooms 
(top) where Pilar, Jose Roberto, Patty, and 
Jimena loll. Jimena (right) makes use of 

a giant chalkboard just outside. The family 

56 May2009 

in a warm home for having all concrete 
walls, which is why we lined one of 
the walls with polycarbonate sheets. 

I've always found materials much more 

interesting than colors, and therefore 

I wanted to use wood, concrete, glass, 

and the polycarbonate, which offers 
us a b it of privacy and filters the light. 

If we're at home on the weekends, 

we paint, read, or play games at the 

b ig dining table. It's strange hearing 

myself call it a dining table, though. 
The times that we formally dine at 
it are so few! The living area receives 
the best sunlight in the morning. It 

is definitely Jimena's favorite place to 

room (bottom) contains furniture reminis
cent of Ligne Roset's Togo collection and 
a CH 07 egg-carton lamp by Salvadoran 
designer Eugenio Menjivar. 

catnap on weekend afternoons with 

the gentle breeze flowing through 

the back patio area and up through the 

front entryway. It almost feels like 

a porch inside. On a typical weekend 
morning, I am usually the f irst to rise. 

I start the day by opening the big 

patio doors downstairs. One thing we 
never do is take fresh air for granted, 

especially since there is a huge air 
pollution problem in the city. 

With all the open doors we often 
get asked if we have trouble w ith bugs. 

I usually say that although we get the 

occasio nal visitor, only every now and 

again do dangerous forest friends, 

like venomous snakes, actually find 
their way in. It's a minor drawback 

to living in a tree house on the ground, 

but I don't think they like it as much 
as we do in here-there aren't too 

many walls o r hiding spaces. 

The bathroom is one of Patty's 
favorite places in the whole house. 

It is like a little cabin retreat. To be 
completely ho nest, I don't know what 

women find to do in bathrooms, 

butl can understand why she likes it 

in there! The warm wood walls and 
the random patterns of light create 

a sooth ing effect. 

The lofted mezzanine area inside 

was designed to be a lounging space. 
We strategical ly placed furn iture atop 

a comfortable rug and expected the 

girls to do their homework up there. 
But the truth is we barely use it. I'd like 
to change that someday. If we made 

it more of an artist's studio, Patty 

could paint there and I could work 
from home on lazy Friday afternoons. 

We all seem to prefer revolving our 
lives around the kitchen anyway. It 

f eels like we are constantly cooking 
something - breakfast , lunch, dinner, 
and the snacks between. 

We love the outdoors, but we don't 
have patio furn iture, w hich forces us 

to redefine the terrace on a daily basis. 
Sometimes we host other families for 

a barbecue in the late afternoons over 

the weekends, open a bottle of wine, 

and let the kids watch a movie inside. 

But other times it's like an underappre
ciated empty platform that we use to 
look out into the trees from the kitchen 
when the warm sun bleeds into a dark, 

bedazzled sky. I•·· 
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Legend. Eco-friendly bookcase I Design Christophe Delcourt 

Expressing your interior world rochebobois 
P A R I S 

www.roche-bobois.com 
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MY HO USE 

Bed, Bath, and Beyond 
Modernists have long embraced flexible 
spaces, but Jose Roberto upped the ante 
by placing a bathtub inside his daughter 
Jimena's bedroom. The poured concrete 
tub-with fixtures by Ferco, a bathroom and 
flooring company in Guatemala-takes the 
multifunctionality of the abode to entirely 
new levels by combining hour-long bubble 
baths with playtime anytime she needs to 
cool off, rubber-ducky style. 
ferco.com.gt 

Baiio Rustico 
The walls lining the shower draw in the 
sunlight thanks to a natural oil fi nish on the 
teak and neutral shades of Sherwin-Williams 
paint. According to Jose Roberto, the screws 
used to install the wood were purposely 
left exposed to differentiate this "miniature 
canvas" from their sleek modern home and 
g ive it an old-fashioned feel. 
sherwin-williams.com 

Make It Yours 
60 May2009 

Glow Zone 
To maintain privacy without blocking out 
the tropica l morning sun, semiopaque 
polycarbonate sheets were chosen to flank 
the family space. An affordable solution, 
the sheets minimize the sunlight that causes 
interior temperatures to rise quickly in the 
afternoons. Additionally, they provide a 
warm glow in the room to whomever can 
claim the couch first for an afternoon nap. 

Able Table 
Jose Roberto designed the extralong 
teppanyaki-inspired dining table, which 
also doubles as the kitchen island. Made 
out of yellow ipe wood (a tree native to 
much of Central and South America and 
best known as a durable decking material), 
the custom-built table includes a gas 
cooktop by Ariston. 
ariston.com 

MAACO Counter 
The bathroom counter is done up in a heav
enly blue automotive paint, giving the space 
a relaxing gloss, which Patty adores as she 
prepares for, or washes away, each day. An 
inconspicuous shelving system next to the 
mirror shields unsightly bathroom items like 
extra rolls of toilet paper without detracting 
from the haven's simplicity. 

Click here for more information: 
Polycarbonate sheets: gallinausa.com 
Automotive paint: paintforcars.com 
Concrete bathtub: stonesoupconcrete.com 
lpe decking: ipedepot.com 1m1 
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OFF THE GRID 

PISE Does It 
From an ecological perspective, 
pneumatically impacted sta
bilized earth (PISE) is a nearly 
perfect building material. A new 
house, halfway between Carmel 
and Big Sur, near California's 
central coast, showcases PISE's 
residential potential. 

Story by Adam Fisher 

62 May2009 

Between two of the most beautiful 
towns on the California coast, Carmel

by-the-Sea and Big Sur, there's a hidden 
valley: 31 square miles shared by just 

300 families, each of whom owns 

a small parcel and the rig ht to build. 

The area, originally know n as Rancho 
San Carlos, was one of the last intact 

Mexican land-grant ranchos in 

California. Now it's the Santa Lucia 
Preserve, a private eco-park, off-limits 

and unknown even to area natives. 

San Francisco architect Eric 

Haesloop d iscovered the preserve 

through his clients Bob and A llyson 

Kavner, who own f ive acres there. 
" It's so spectacular," he says, "just 

what you imagine California was 

like a hundred years ago, with wild 

boars, turkeys, and birds galore." 
The Kavners' lot is situated where 

the oak woodlands of the coastal 

mountain range meet the meadows 
of the valley. An early farmhouse 

for the ranchero once stood here, 

surrounded by a few scattered fruit 
trees. Surveying the sit e, Haesloop 

realized that there was a lot of history, 
both natural and human, that the 

architecture would need to respond 

to-not to mention the needs and 
desires of the Kavners themselves. 

Both husband and wife are originally 

from the Ea?t Coast and have many 
.;- .l. 

happy memories of summer vaca-
tions spent in upstate New York. They 

fantasized about an Adirondack-style 

camp, complete with cabins, to better 
host their four grown children and five 

grandchildren. The house was to be a 

weekend ret reat, a place to escape the 
pressures of work. Bob Kavner was an 

early president of ldealab, the high

tech incu bator, and now serves on the 
boards of several successful ldealab 

start-up companies. Weekends, however, 

are devoted to his hobby, woodwork

ing. "How do you bring in those memo

ries and t hat love of traditional wood 

construction," asks Haesloop, "with the 
Northern California climate, topogra

phy, and building traditions?" 

The answer turned out tollin.ge 

on a buillding technique called PISE 
(pronounced "pee-zay"), an acronym 

for "pneumatical ly impacted stabilized 

earth." The technique is a modern 

method o f handling one of the oldest 
known building materials: d irt. It's akin 

to adobe or rammed-earth construc
tion and results in walls that are up 

to two feet thick, never need to be 
painted, and instantly look like they've 

been around forever. 

The Adirondack style that the Kavners 

remember so fondly is a rustic American 
take on the Tudor mansion or Alpine 

chalet, with g iant log columns used in I~·· 

The Kavner house is a California take on 
the classic Adirondack style of upstate New 
York. The main house is used every weekend 
and the cabins fill up at family gatherings. 

Dwell 
, ' ' r I 





O FF THE GRID 

place of milled timbers. A log column 

holding up the roof typically has it s 

branches left on it , functioning as 

natural struts and beams. Smaller 

twigs and branches provide decorative 

details. An Adirondack camp lodge 

looks like a log cabin, supersized and 

fit for a king, but the drama of the style 
conceals a practical side: It was a way 

for lodges of monumental scale to be 
built in the remote mountains because 

materials-in this case trees- could 
be harvested from the site. 

Haesloop's fi rm, Turnbull Griffin 

Haesloop, is noted for helping pioneer 

an architectural approach d istinct ive 
to the San Francisco Bay Area: the Sea 

Ranch style, a form of rural modernism 

that eschews the rectangles and steel 
of the International Style for simple, 

shed like forms and unpainted wood 

left to weather natural ly.While de
signing the Kavner house, Haesloop 

realized that PISE walls were the key 
to bridging the Adirondack and Sea 

Ranch styles and g iving the Kavners 

the house they were looking for. Thick 
earthwork walls would g ive the main 
house the drama of something much 

larger, like a mountain lodge, but also 

subtly refer to the early architecture 
of California, the Spanish mission. 

Even more important, using PISE is 

one of the greenest ways to build, and 

thus it appealed to a desire of both the 
Kavners and Haesloop to t read light ly 
on the land. The house was sited in 

the shade of the forest, its main view 
framing a particularly grand oak, so 

active solar systems on the roof were 
ruled out. But PISE's mass turns out 

to be the perfect passive solar strategy 

to deal with the preserve's d istinctive 
cl imate pattern of hot days and cool 

nights. "PISE is essentially on a shifted 

schedule, absorbing heat in the day 
and radiating it at night," explains 

Haesloop. "It acts as a thermal flywheel." 
In addition, the earth for the walls 

could be taken from the debris pi le 

created by digging the house's foun
dation, making construction close 

to carbon-neutral. 

Haesloop and his partner Mary 

Griffin designed the house around a 
large, barnlike wood-and-glass pavilion, 

buttressed on each side by PISE sheds. 

The house has the feel of a refined barn: The 
kitchen (top) flows into the dining area, then 
into a den. The two PISE "chimneys" serve to 

demarcate the transitions and visually unite 

64 May 2009 

the space. The master bath (middle) com
mands one of the best views in the house. 
The house (bottom) clearly d isplays its Sea 
Ranch-style touches. 8 

Inside is a free-flowing open-plan 
layout with a living-d ining room 

on one side and a lib rary o n the other. 

Upstairs are two modest bedrooms 

and bathrooms. Throughout, the 

massive PISE walls provide a counter

point t o the reclaimed wooden beams 

and peeled-ced ar log posts. There's 

wood everywhere: paneled walls, 
wide-plank barn-wood floors, two stair

cases made from huge piles of stacked 
lumber-all of it reclaimed or certified 
sustainable. 

Less obvious, but no less p revalent, 
are other passive so lar touches: strate

gically p laced high windows that open 

to let out hot air; fans on the porch 

making the outdoors comfortable on 

even the hottest , buggiest summer 

days; and plenty of cross vent ilation. 

They're small elements, b ut they add 

up to a house that doesn't need air

conditroning, usually mandatory in the 
preserve's hot microclimate. Up the hill 
behind the house, two small guest 

houses are tucked into the forest, an 

arrangement that echoes the lodge
and-cabin placement of the Adirondack 

camp style. What's more, the setup 
allows the Kavners' main house to be 

q uite compact, requiring less energy 
use when they're on their own. 

When asked what she likes most 

about t he house, Allyson says simply, 
"What you see is what you get," and 
then ticks off a number of examples. 
The zinc roof was deliberately left 

unpainted, so that water runs off clear. 

The log columns are not decorat ive 
details (though they f it the style); they 
actually hold up the roof. And then 
there is her favorite aspect of the 

house: the PISE hearth, chimney, and 
walls. In the construction phase the 
neighbors would invariably ask what 

color she was going to paint them, 
but in Allyson's view paint would be 

a shame. To her, PISE's natural dun colo r 
is "exquisite"- a reflection of its earthen 

origins and a reminder of the intention 

behind the home's design. "I wanted 
the house to complement the land," 

she says, "to be subservient, rather 

than stand up and wave and show the 
world how big and beautiful it was." 

And surveying the results contentedly, 
"I wanted it to fit in." 

c Dwell 
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©2009 Uponor, Inc. 

Radiant heating by Uponor makes your whole house comfy and cozy. It circulates heat 
under the floor, so it's warm all over regardless of what corner you send her to. There 
are no drafts, no cold spots. With no furnace, it's quiet and dust free. It'll even save on 
energy costs. For more information, visit www.uponor- usa.com uponor 
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OFF THE GRID PNEUMATICALLY IM PACTED STABILIZED EARTH 

A Dirty Job 
PISE is based on the rammed earth 
construction technique, o r pise de 

terre, that dates back to the Stone 

Age. The simple technique requires 

only hand tools. First a mixture of clay, 

sand, and gravel is prepared, then it's 
dumped bit by bit into a wall form. 

From an ecological standpoint, the 

technique is perfect- we will never 
run out of d irt, and the embodied

energy cost is zero. 

David Easton coined the term PISE 

(short for "pneumatically impacted 
stabilized earth"), which echoes the 

French term for "rammed earth." 

Easton built his first rammed-earth 
wall in his early twenties. He founded 

his company, Rammed Earth Works, 

in 1975 and has authored several 

books about the technique. In the 
mid-1980s, Easton realized that 
if rammed earth were to live up to 

its potential, it would have to lbe 

adapted to new technologies as wel l 

as to local conditions. In California, 

where he is based, those include 

earthquakes, strict building codes, 

and high labor costs. 

A crew of several people can build 

walls for an entire house in one day. 

A machine operator feeds the mix in 
and watches it; a "nozzle man" handles 
the gun, places the mix, and tamps it 
down by the force of the gun; a "fin

isher" armed with a trowel cuts the wall 

straight and true; and other workers 

assist, moving scaffolding and keeping 

the base of the wall clean. After just 
24 hours, the form comes off, revealing 

a finished wal l that, after curing and 

sealing, never needs to be painted 

or otherwise maintained. 

Easton has done PISE wineries, res
taurants, and high-end homes, but it's 

PISE's untapped green potential that 
gets him most excited. The wal ls absorb 

heat in the day and radiate it back at 

night, a property that can keep a prop
erly designed house comfortable 24/7. 

"People have known about the thermal 
properties of thick masonry walls forever, 

they are j ust very expensive to build," 

notes Easton. "PISE is by far the most 
cost-effect ive method." llDI 

Click here: 
More examples of Easton's work and an 
in-depth description of his process, can 
be found at rammedearthworks.com. 
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Building up the wall 

To increase the speed 
and flexibility of the 
technique, Easton began 
to run it through an 
off-the-shelf pneumati
cally powered concrete 
gun. Instead of being 
tamped down by hand into 
a two-sided wall form , 
the mix is blown into 
open-sided formwork . 

A 

B 

For an international survey of earthen building 
techniques, see eartharchjtecture org. 

A Open-sided formwork 
B Electrical wiring 
c Pneumatically powered 

concrete gun 
D PISE mix 
E Interior wall 
F Completed P1S£ wa11 

F 
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DWELL REPORTS 

If you follow your mom's advice and 
wash your hands before every meal 
you'll likely lather up tens of thou
sands of times in your life, but the 
plumbing essentials that enable your 
habit are rarely considered with the 
appreciation they deserve. The faucet, 
like its fellow hard-working and reli
able bathroom buddies the toilet and 
the shower, is a fixture that gets a 
whole lot of action but very little love. 

Cognitive scientist, design consul
tant, and avid "everyday thing" enthu
siast Don Norman shares with us 
his passion for these practical pieces 
and outlines the tenets that matter 
most when choosing your faucet. 

''There are only two things you care 
about besides the appearance," he 
explains . "The amount of water com
ing out and the temperature." This 
seemingly simple balance between 
image and duty is one that Norman 
understands implicitly. As an engineer 
his priority is making sure things oper
ate properly, but as a psychologist he 
a rgues that there's more to functiona l
ity than, well, functioning. "Emotions 
are really the most important part of 
life. Things have to work well, but they 
also should excite you." With that in 
mind we check out the curves, handle 
the handles, and lift the levers to deter
mine which lavatory taps are tops. 

Fairest Faucet 

Story by Jordan Kush ins 
Photos by Peter Bela nge r 
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Xenon 3 Hole basin filler by Samuel 
Heath I Available in chrome plate and 
stainless stee l finishes I From $667 I 
samuel-heath.com 

Expert Opinion: This faucet includes 
the control for the drain valve, and from 
a functiona l point of view, it's incred
ibly convenient to be able to open and 
shut the drain from above. If the faucet 
ignores that featu re, you're either 
going to have a drain you can't operate, 
or it's going to be one of those ugly 
manual ones. I think the lack of back 

.....- · plate is quite neat here. This faucet 

-~~~:'.i ~; :,; ::· w~uld look particularly nice on a gran
·f. ".6~· /\.~ ~e tountertop. ; ~\~ ~-~:f'! Yi 1;,;: ·'. "~h~t We Think: Individually installed 

Jr ··, ,,f\ :••· spout and hot and cold controls form ·::t\. ')\~~~ ':: <l1~~re perfect union with the surface 
"" \-~ '·;,~_)\,. $f the sink without the need for an 

41_ ,_ . :.,~utcheon intermediary'. The slic~ 
· • • ·.. round knobs would certainly be slip

pery when wet, but the small ridges 
make for a more secure grip between 
soapy fingers. We're a lso fond of 
the umbrella-handle a rc of t he spout. 
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Oblo wall-mount lavatory faucet by 
Kohler I Avai lable in polished chrome, 

polished nickel, and brushed nickel 
finishes I $340 I us.kohler.com 

Expert Opinion: The form is elegant, 

and because wall mounts are much less 
of a hassle to clean than sink mounts, 

it would definitely maintain its gleam 

over time. Generally, back plates 
simplify the mounting (and sometimes 

allow for sloppy installation), but the 

single plate that links these elements 

really makes them into a harmonious 
single unit; it doesn't feel like it's cover

ing up anything. 

What We Think: Vertical or ientation 

might be an effective way to free 

up space on your sink, unclutter your 
countertop, and make for an easy pol

ish job, but we worry about wayward 

suds and splatters leaving a trail down 
the wall. We're suckers for simplicity, 

though, and the minimal shapes and 

smooth gloss of Kohler's piece out
shine the competition. We agree with 

our expert that the Oblo is a stylish 

faucet with nothing to hide. 
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Wosh single-lever basin mixer by 
Zucchetti I Available in chrome, 

platinum, and gold finishes I $1,318 I 
zucchettidesign.it 

Expert Opinion: I think that flow 

is a very important part of the faucet 
experience, and I love how the 

Zucchetti Wosh makes use of the 

water itself. Why on earth not have 
the stream giving both aesthetic 

and kinesthetic pleasure as it goes 
over your hands? The joystick is quite 

unusual but looks like it's easy to 
use when your hands are soapy. It's 

imposing, stunning, clean, and my 

personal pick for favorite of them all. 

What We Think: Unconventional 
in both form and function, this is 

an ultramodern statement spout that 

declares its luxury loud and clear, 
a faceted faucet that resembles an 

oversized gem and stands up to the 

others in terms of sheer stature alone. 

We can appreciate the flattened 
flow of the water and unique geom

etry, but believe it would take quite 
an opulent powder room to comple

ment the Wosh. 

Tara. single-hole basin mixer by 
Dombracht I Available in matte 

white, matte black, polished chrome, 
platinum matte, and platinum finishes I 
$1,212 I dornbracht.com 

Expert Opinion: Black is an unusual 

color for the bathroom, and it adds 
some visual interest to what is usually 

an all-white space. The spigot has 

an attractive arc, and the two old

fashioned, four-pointed handles pro
vide a nice contrast and complexity 

to an otherwise sleek, direct formation. 
This is a truly striking faucet. 

What We Think: X-marks-the-spot 

handles are easy to grasp and turn 

and the double-handled design wins 

points for originality. This is one of the 
tallest faucets featured, so the orienta

tion of cabinets and mirrors above it 

would be a factor, as would decor that 
coordinates with something other than 

porcelain and heavy metals. We're 

partial t o polished chrome, but matte 
black gives the Tara. a modern edge 

that might just be daring enough to 

make us turn to the dark side. """ 
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C-blu from the Bluprint Collection 
by AquaBrass I Available in pol

ished chrome, brushed nickel, matte 
black, and matte white I From $339 I 
aquabrass.com 

Expert Opinion: I often use the 

bathroom in the middle of the night 

and don't want to turn the bright lights 
on, so I want a faucet to work just by 

feeling. C-blu is easy to grip and move, 

and I believe it would function just f ine 

in the dark. The chrome joint detracts 
some from the minimalist visual, but 

you can't see it from above and I don't 
actually mind it. I find the white clean, 
attractive, and a nice touch. 

What We Think: We imagine c-blu 

would make an attractive silhouette 
on a pristine porcelain sink, but won

der whether the matte white would 

withstand consistent smudging from 

our fingertips. The compact shape is 
almost quaint in comparison with some 

of the larger, more elaborate d esigns, 

but we feel this is a strong choice for 

a smaller faucet. 
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Axor Citterio M single-hole faucet 
by Hansgrohe I Avai lable in chrome 

and brushed nickel finishes I From 
$470 I hansgrohe-int.com 

Expert Opinion: I l ike the single

lever faucets because you're control
ling directly what is of psychological 

importance- one d irection in charge 

of amount, and the other temperature

so in principle, it's a better design than 

those with individual hot and cold 
controls. With this particular faucet, 

though, I don't see anything going for 

it aesthetically. If I were looking for 
something for my home I would skim 

over this one. 
What We Think: Designed by Italian 

architect Antonio Citterio and winner 

of an International Forum Gold Award 

in 2008, this single lever has some seri
ous street cred even if it didn't catch 

the eye of our expert. We like the 

contrast between the rounded shapes 
and square base plate and think its 

sleek lines would befit a well-kept con

temporary bathroom. 
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Axiom EcoPower sensor faucet by 
Toto I Polished chrome finish I $1, 153 I 
totousa.com 

Expert Opinion: Hurrah for the 
unusual rectangular shape! I love the 

right angles and simple, sol id cross 

section, but the technology behind the 

design is where Toto t ruly shines. I'm 
a big fan of the antiscalding control, 

and the self-generating electricity 

means I won't have to worry about the 

battery for ten years. As an all-purpose 
p iece it has many limitations, but if 

you're just corning in quickly, rinsing 
your hands, and leaving, it's perfect. 

What We Think: If the thought of 

using a sensor faucet seems more 

airport layover than home hospitality, 
the Axiom might change your mind. 

This spout would sit best in a guest 

or secondary bathroom for a hands
off approach that offers a no-fuss 

take on washing. Set the temperature 
for a standard sluice and never worry 

about running water or post-teeth

brushing drip. II 
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DWELL HOME II 

Groundbreaking 
Design 
It has been nearly half a decade, 
but the Dwell Home II is back! 
Construction began this winter 
in the hills outside Los Angeles, 
and a true model of domestic 
sustainability takes shape. 

Story by Geoff Manaugh 
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When we reported more than four 
years ago that the Dwell Home II, 
designed by Los Angeles-based firm 

Escher GuneWardena Architecture, 
would be built on a hillside site in 

Topanga Canyon, we had no idea that 

construction wouldn't begin until the 
fall of 2008. But patience is a virtue 

in home design and permitting- and 

the commissioning homeowners, Glen 
Martin and Claudia Plasencia, had 

enough of that to go around. 

The story of the Dwell Home II wil l 
doubtless be familiar to long-term 

readers, but it's worth looking back 

at the project to see what the fuss 

has been about- especial ly when the 

impulse behind the design remains 
so inspiring. We kicked off the Dwell 

Home II Design Invitational back in the 
winter of 2004 with the modest goal 

of creating a new model for sustainable 

residential home design. Martin and 

Plasencia enthusiastically stepped in 

to volunteer their own p lot of land as 

a future site for the project, and in 
collaboration with Dwell they picked 
an original and ambitious home 

design by Escher GuneWardena. 
Fast-forward to spring 2009, and the 

home has broken ground, construction 

is well under way, and the residents are 
chomping at the bit to move in. 

Martin's original interest in the proj

ect came from an unexpected source. 
When he moved to California in 1991, 

it was to Huntington Beach, where 
he took a job in the aerospace industry, 

working for McDonnell Do1.Jglas on 
the International Space Station. Martin 

stayed there for roughly seven years, 

soon getting involved with "all sorts of 

interesting stuff," he says, including 

collaborative testing projects with NASA 
astronauts at the Weightless Environ

ment Training Facility over in Houston. 
McDonnell Douglas's location in 

Huntington Beach was the same._. 

This rendering of the Dwell Home ll's 
exterior srnows the perforated screen that 
lets air into the house, without the use of 
a pump, as part of a passive cooling system. 
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Exos Double Shade Suspension and Exos Single Pendant by HUBBARDTON FORGE• 

,_ 
Better Lighting . Better Living. 

Offering the best in modern lighting. fans and 

home accessories. Find Hubbardton Forge, 

Artem1de. Flos. FontanaArte. Foscarin1. LBL. 

Tech. Modern Fan and more. Great accessories 

and furniture from Alessi. Blu Dot. Kartell and 

other fine manufacturers. 

Lumens com· 
LIGHT + LIVING 

877445.4486 

www.lumens.com 
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Dwell ao.e II Floor Plan 

A Solar Panels 
B Hydronic Roof Radiators 
C Solar Hot Water Panels 
D Skylight 
E Bedroom 
F Living Room 
G Laundry Room 
R Kitchen/Dining Area 
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I Veranda 
J Office 
K Mechanical Room 
L Crawl Space with 

Natural Ground 
M Driveway 
II Storage 
o Garage 

faci lity that had developed Controlled 

Ecological Life Support Systems in 
the 1960s, including water- and air

recycling technologies. 

"I got very fami liar with the techno

logical constraints of being in a closed 

environment," Martin explains, "and I've 
always kept that in the back of my 

mind. When it came t ime to build our 

own house, and Claudia and I sold 

our o ld home, we got thinking about 
what we really wanted o ut of the struc

ture." And w hat they really wanted 
was "an integrated system- not unlike 
a space station." 

"When we wrote t he original cre

ative brief for the design competition," 
he continues, still sounding genuinely 

interested in the process after all these 

years, "we realized that there were two 

very different approaches to making a 

p roject green. One way is that you just 
substitute certain materials with a recy

cled something or other, and you call 
it green; the other is that you real ly 

think about the house itself as a living 
system. And Escher GuneWardena 
really thought about the house. They 

pushed the envelope of home design, 

and they created something t hat 

would capture al l the benef its of living 

in Southern Californ ia." 
The home's many green features 

include a 360-degree, wraparound 
veranda that allows for easy indoor-

Photovoltaic panels and a green roof 
will cap the project. They wil l also 
work to integrate the house into t he 
natural setting. 

outdoor living; proper site orientation 
for winter and summer sun exposure; 

the installation of a backyard leach 

field instead of an infrastructural con

nection t o the city sewage system; 
and a radiant floor, which uses small 

pores at foot level, called floor air 

channels, as vents for the passive cool

ing system. Cleverly disguised holes 

on the outside of the house-a screen 
that otherwise appears ornamental

let cool air into a crawl space located 
beneath the house, where it circulates 
before diffusing throughout the rest 

of the structure via the radiant floor. 
Finally, after many long years of fi

nancial and bureaucratic delays, Martin 

and Plasencia's space station in the Los 

Angeles hills is taking shape. Martin 
jokes that they often felt like characters 

in a Kafka novel-and, indeed, the 

lengthy process taught them some sur
prising lessons about build ing green 

in the City of Angels. For instance, 
even in an era of ecologically respon

sible home landscaping, Martin and 

Plasencia were stunned to find that the 
fi re department actively discourages 

the use of native plant life- because the 
desert botany of the region presents 

far too st rong a f ire hazard. 

Stay tuned: We'll be checking in 
regularly with both the homeowners 

and the p roject architects to see how 

construction is progressing. •11 

Click here for more information: 
Escher GuneWardena Architecture: 
egarch.net 

Dwell 
ral 





T H E SINGLE MOST BEAUTIFUL THING ABOUT AN 
IMPORTED RUG. 
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Dwell 

I Rogers I Sobek I Fujimori 

The Citizen, 
The Technician, and 

The Naturalist 

I 

Ce nt:re Pcmopidou R30 Futu- 1111 workshop 

At Dwell we've sung from the green hymnal for 
years, touting the environmental and aesthetic ben
efits of sustainable residential design.And though 
we might spend more time in our homes than in any 
other building, except for maybe the office, those 
homes are in neighborhoods, and those neighbor
hoods are in cities- and those cities form regions 
all over the world. Designing a sustainable future 
means looking beyond our backyards at the very 
systems that keep us going. 

This issue presents three pioneers of sustainable 
design whose vision, foresight, and fame extend well 
past the front door. In expanding our scope of sus
tainability to include bridges, museums, breweries, 
even a temporary structure for the Pope, we hope 
to show that concentric circles of architecture radi
ate out from the home to include nearly everything 
about how we live, and how we ought to. 

We examine the career of an architect who has 
always seemed to be somewhere in the future. 
Richard Rogers's 1971-19n collaboration with Renzo 
Piano on the Centre Pompidou in Paris still feels 
like a gift 30 years ahead of its time. Concerned 
largely with grander projects since his first brush 
with fame, Rogers imagines sustainable cities, dense 
urban hubs reorganized to meet the needs of the 
next millennium. And few understand better than 
Rogers that any imagined future rests entirely on 
choices made now. 

German engineer and architect Werner Sobek 
has been at his craft's bleeding edge for decades. 
His embrace of technology is as profound as Rogers's, 
as Sobe k's bridges, airports, and elegant offices all 
attest. He might be called a reluctant green evange
list, though: Instead of couching his progressiveness 
in terms of healing Mother Earth, he instead prefers 
to think of radical efficiency as a moral imperative. 
Sobek's ongoing series of green houses lacks nothing 
in terms of contemporary aesthetics, yet they've 
been constructed to be entirely recyclable. That pro
ducing less waste permits us to tread more lightly 
on the planet is merely a happy side effect of working 
as efficiently as possible. 

Finally we profile Terunobu Fujimori, a Japanese 
architect apparently agnostic to the notion of "sus
t a in ability" (a t e rm that, in its ecologica l sense, has 

been around only since 1980). Nonetheless, Fujimori's 
work is an environmentalist's dream, filtering the 
preoccupations of the International Style through 
the rather more bracing forms and materials of our 
collective Neolithic past. 

So permit us to step momentarily outside of our 
houses and neighborhoods, explore the surrounding 
context, and examine three luminaries who possess 
vastly divergent aesthetics- even different world
views-but who remain united around one common 
global concern. IUll 

- Aaron Bri t:t: 
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PROFILE I Rogers 

The architecture of 
Richard Rogers weds the 
best of high-tech design 
with the outer limits 
of the architect's 
imagination, creating 
soaring, sustainable 
spaces that enrich 
everyday urban life. 

Story by Geoff Manaugh 
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I Rogers I 
For an exhibition organized by London's Royal 
Academy in 1986, architect Richard Rogers produced 
a new vision of the city dubbed London As It Could Be. 
The project gave Rogers an opportunity to imagine 
a near-complete transformation of central London. 
In an accompanying text, he wrote that the purpose 
of a city is "for the meeting of friends and strangers 
in civilized public spaces surrounded by beautiful 
architecture," and his installation of plans and mod
els was a wonderful visualization of that statement. 
Think of it as sci-ti humanism: remaking the city to 
frame what humans should really be. 

London As It Could Be presented visitors with enor
mous structural masts anchored on the banks of the 
Thames, from which future offices and living spaces 
could be hung.A pedestrian superbridge would 
span the river, with new walking routes opened up 
between Piccadilly Circus and Trafalgar square. 
This would create a city built to serve not the spatial 
needs of the automobile industry but the cultural 
needs of its living residents. 

Lord Richard Rogers, born in 1933 in Florence, Italy, 
a 1962 graduate of the Yale School of Architecture, 
and recipient of the 2007 Pritzker Prize, is most often 
associated with a generation of British architects, 
including Norman Foster, Nicholas Grimshaw, and 
James Stirling, known for their structurally bold and 
technologically expressive work. London As It Could Be 
showed off the most socially beneficial impulses 
behind this high-tech design strategy, revealing 
Rogers's ability- often more sharply honed than in 
the work of his peers-to explore a different kind 
of sustainability, one intimately connected to the 
experiential fabric of the city. 

Of course, some critics would have us believe 
that Rogers's buildings, whether the now-canonical 
Lloyd's of London headquarters or the Centre Pom
pidou in Paris designed with Renzo Piano, bring a 
bleak modernist chill to the streetscape. But if only 
one lesson is to be learned from these buildings, it 
is that a work of architecture can anticipate and 
even catalyze a different kind of streetlife, one moti
vated by curiosity and a desire to linger. My own 
experience of this effect comes through the Channel 
4 building in the London borough of Westminster, 
designed by Rogers in the early 1990s to house the 
once cutting-edge television studio. That building, 
with its glass walls, external elevators, and color
coded maintenance infrastructure, backs directly 
onto the apartment complex in which my in-laws 
live. over the course of nearly a decade, I have walked 
past and into the mechanics of that space far too 
many times to count-and there is always someone 
outside, gazing up at the building, as if to deduce 
how its maze of parts really works. I realized one 
day that this was a kind of futurist baroque-where, 
instead of carved ornament and stone statuary, we 
see glass and steel details almost constantly on the 
move. The building's near-infinite points on which 
a pedestrian can focus provide a moment of intense 
visual interest in the otherwise undifferentiated 
mass of the modem, car-oriented city. I~· 
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London As It Could Be 
( opposite) , exhibited 
in 1986, seems more like 
the elaborate set of 
an u.nreleased science
fiction film than a 
serious proposal for 
the redesign of central 
London, but its radical 
ideas for updating the 
city remain both timely 
and stimulating . 

I 

The headquarters for 
Channel 4 (above), 
completed in 1994 in 
the borough of Westmin
ster , are a particularly 
accessible example of 
Rogers Stirk Harbour + 
Partners' machinic 
sensibilities . The 
Rogers House (below) , 
built in 1969 for 
Rogers's parents, 

I 

was ua txanspazent, 
flexible tube which 
would be adapted and 
extended," offering 
freedom of layout 
through flexibility 
of design. 



PROFILE I Roge:rs I 
Witness the crowds gathered in front of the 

Centre Pompidou at almost all hours of the day, for 
instance, and you'll see proof that a new style of 
building can catalyze a radically different kind of 
engagement with urban space: a more communal 
approach to other residents of the city. Indeed, 
as Rogers has been saying all along through lectures, 
books, and newspaper articles, the structure of the 
city itself must be reimagined, building by building 
and street by street, to help make way for a new type 
of urban civilization- one that is not only healthier, 
but also culturally and environmentally sustainable. 

When I meet with Rogers at his riverside office 
in Hammersmith, I enter the renovated brick building 
through a lobby of glass cases in which the firm's 
most recent models are on display. Rogers, who 
partnered in the 1990s with senior director Graham 
Stirk and director Ivan Harbour to form Rogers Stirk 
Harbour + Partners (RSHP), is quick to smile, often 
flashing a puzzled grin as if to suggest there's some
thing more to say-but he'll refrain, politely, for now. 

With a light rain falling into the Thames outside, 
Rogers begins by enthusiastically reiterating the 
task of rethinking the very texture of the modern 
metropolis and the urgent need to build "compact, 
polycentric cities" united by public transportation. 
I ask him and Harbour about their recent work, 
including the houses at Oxley Woods. Oxley Woods 
is a development designed by RSHP for a site outside 
Milton Keynes, England, in response to a 2005 com
petition called Design for Manufacture. The houses 
are unusual in appearance-seeming at first far too 
geometric and boldly colored ever to feel quite like 
home. But it's what's under the hood, so to speak, 
that deserves further discussion. Harbour and Rogers 
each point out that the houses were built on "an 
inherited site," as Rogers terms it; the architects ~-
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Lloyd's of London 
(above), one of RSHP ' s 
most famous projects, 
opened to the public 
in 1986, becoming an 
instant icon of British 
high-tech design. The 
building remains popular 
today as a film loca
tion. The Centre 
Pompidou in Paris (left) 
opened in 1977 and was 
a collaboration between 
Rogers and fellow 
Pritzker Piize- winner 
Renzo Piano. Completed 
i n 2008, the addi tion 
to the Bodegas Protos 
winery (opposite, top) 
in Spain includes over 
a mile of underground 
tunnels for aging wine . 
The Bor deaux Law CoUits 
(opposite, bottom) 
were finished in 1998 . 
Seven cedar-clad "pods" 
hold the actual 
courtrooms . 
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I Rogers I 
would have designed the street grid differently if 
they had had the chance to do so. Harbour adds that 
the houses took shape through "clever ways of using 
wood," including prefabricated panels made from 
sustainably harvested European softwoods and 
a paper-based internal insulation. The components 
were delivered flat-pack, greatly reducing construc
tion waste, with the added benefit that each home's 
"external envelope" was ready in a mere two days. 

But there is more to sustainability than the use 
of clever materials, Harbour says: "It's important to 
ask with all of these projects 'Why would someone 
live here?' You can't just build something and expect 
people to want to live there- or expect it to be sus
tainable. But you can deliver a reason to live there 
through design. The design itself can be something 
that will give people a shared point of reference, 
creating a community of people with similar goals, 
like waste reduction or energy efficiency. Living 
somewhere becomes pursuing something together." 
Rogers agrees: "Design is not an added expense; it 
is an added value. Design often makes the difference 
between a place that simply exists, hoping to attract 
new residents and workers, and a place that can 
thrive for many years to come-which is the most 
sustainable result of all." 

This idea of bringing people together through 
the shared value of a sustainable lifestyle leads me 
to ask Rogers about his Living Over The Shop (LOTS) 
program, which, before it lost government funding, 
sought to bring people back into the urban core by 
changing tax codes. Rogers seems to brighten at the 
question: "Yes. Changing tax codes is not architec
tural, but it can have very clear urban effects. If you 
change taxes, transport options, and street design 
all to encourage- even necessitate- a different way 
of living in the city, a different type of city in which 
people can live, then you've succeeded in moving 
closer to a city that will really work." 

How might this be reflected in something like 
London's plans for the 2012 Olympics? I suggest that 
the Olympics inspired a brief moment in the history 
of the city when everyone, from architects to shop
keepers and housewives, was given implicit perrnis
sion to redream London and assess anew what the 
city might yet become. Rogers seems hesitant to ally 
himself with the Olympics; one senses that things 
are simply too far along and too plagued by admin
istrative missteps, even three years ahead of time, 
to offer much room for inspiration. But "Barcelona," 
he says, and the grin comes back, "Barcelona nailed 
it in 1992. They used the Olympics as an opportunity 
to improve the city, to do things they would not have 
been able to do at any other time. They attracted 
new residents, rewarded current ones, and set into 
place long-term projects of strong urban thinking." 

It's clear, in other words, that transforming the 
everyday urban world is possible. Making our own 
cities green- let alone more exciting for both resi
dents and visitors alike- is something we could, in 
fact, do. The key, Rogers might say, is knowing when 
to act, and taking every opportunity as it comes. IUll 
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Madrid ' s intensely 
spacious Barajas Air· 
port (opposite, top) , 
completed in 2oos, 
includes a massive 
sequence of color-coded 
columns , each vaulting 
up to the bamboo ceil
ing from massive 
plinths . The exterior 
of Heat hrow' s Terminal 
s (opposite , bottom) , 

a $6 . s -billion addition 
to the ailing London 
airport, gives no sign 
of the huge open spaces 
and structural pyrotech
nics within. The flats 
at One Hyde Park ( above ) 
have become notorious 
for their sheer expense : 
With some units priced 
at an unreal s12s 
million, they are some 

of the most expensive 
housing in the UK. 
The houses at Oxley 
Woods (bel ow) , however , 
are a more modest case 
study in sustainable 
design and innovative 
construction. 0 
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Altar Roof for Benedic1: XVX 

' 

Airport Chair 
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Sobek I I 

Werner Sobek has seen the future, and 
it's high-tech, green, and efficient . 
The architect , engineer , and teacher's 
wandering intellect and belief in the 
power of design have left their marks 
across disciplines and continents . 

(,c 
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Werner Sobek's unusual 
background-he is t rained 
as both an architect 
and an engineer- has 
engendered a profound 
interest in a variety of 
spheres, from chemical 
manufacturing to air
plane engineering . He 
is particularly enthusi
astic about t extil es 
(the altar he built for 
t he Pope ' s visit to 
Bavaria in 2006 makes 
use of a f abric "tent") , 
which he finds both 
tactilely pleasing and 
rife with potential for 
high-tech applications 
like solar energy 
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harvesting. Sobek acts 
as the main architect 
in about 20 percent 
of his company's proj
ects ( including his own 
house, Rl28) . Seventy 
percent of the f i rm ' s 
output is providing 
advanced engineering 
know-how to other 
architects (the super
high-tech Bangkok 
airport, the stainless
steel- encased office 
building SWM Heilbronn, 
and Burda Media Park) , 
with the rest devoted to 
industrial design ( like 
the Airport chai r ) . 

Sobek I 
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Story by Sally McGrane 
Portrait by Baerbel Schmidt 
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"When you step over the borderline 
of the 'known' into the land of the 
'unknown,' you take a risk. But this 
borderline is so unendingly fruitful, 
we just say 'Okay! We take the risk : 
- Werner Sobek 



Hamburg Cruise Center 
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Werner Sobek's voice drops to a low, rhythmic 
pitch as he articulates each word, slightly exagger
ating the alliteration. "His soul swooned slowly," 
intones the SS-year-old architect, "as he heard the 
snow falling faintly through the universe." He 
pauses, glancing at the ceiling of the classroom 
in the basement of s. R. Crown Hall, Mies van der 
Rohe's glass-and-steel masterpiece that houses 

I 

the Illinois Institute of Technology's architecture 
college, where Sobek currently holds the Mies teach
ing chair. He blinks. Then, eyes bright, hands flitting 
back and forth like an orchestra conductor's, Sobek 
concludes his on-the-spot recitation of James Joyce's 
last line in "The Dead." "And fain-tly fall-ing, like 
the descent of their last end ... upon all the living 
and the dead." 

Never mind that Sobek, who is German, can spon
taneously quote any number of literary classics 
in other languages. ("Do you want more?" he asks, 
helpfully, when he finishes !his favorite line of 
Dubliners. "I can recite plenty of others.") This 
architect-engineer, perhaps best known for the 
entirely recyclable house he built for his family 
near Stuttgart, is a true polymath. Equally at home 
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in the cutting rooms of Milanese fashion houses 
("If you ever want some advice on clothes, I can 
give it to you," he says, conversationally) and the 
production line at Mercedes-Benz, he also learned 
how to hike glaciers in Austria after being thwarted 
by the ice on an ascent in the Himalayas. He could 
read Turgenev forever, has a solid understanding of 
textile weaving, knows all about the use of titanium 
aluminum in super light airplane construction, and 
spends two to three weeks a year motorcycling 
alone through Patagonia to clear his head. 

It is precisely this omnivorous approach that has 
made his 200-person firm, with offices from Stuttgart 
to Khartoum, so good at sustainable design- though, 
he insists, environmental efficiency is not a goal in 
itself but simply a by-product of good building. "I do 
not want to talk about green, green, green, and 
so on," says Sobek, who nonetheless includes the 
information that SUVs are not welcome right 
beneath the RSVP line on invitations to his dinner 
parties. "Why use more energy or materials when 
yo u could use less? This Is a self-understanding 

thing. It's as important as that the building does 
not fall down and that it is built on time." 

Citing Buckminster Fuller's question of architects 
he met ("How much does your building weigh?''), 
Sobek calls for "radical engineering" to slim down 
today's structures. He defines it as leveraging the 
know-how of a wide range of specialists, from 
civil, structural, industrial, and machine engineers 
to chemists and couturiers in the building design 
process. The positive consequences of such an 
approach, be says, could be enormous. Modem 
advances in materials technology and manufac
turing processes have opened up possibilities for 
entirely new kinds of buildings where, for example, 
a textile roof soaks up energy during the day 
and releases it at night; a glass house embedded 
with electrified liquid crystals grows opaque on 
demand; or a facade "breathes" without the need 
for windows. In the future, buildings will assume 
any shape you want; exert complete control over 
things like light, air flow, heating, and humidity; 
and do it all so efficiently that you might never 
have to pay a heating bill again. "Reduction 
equals refinement," he says. "Look at Porsche." 

But sobek is quick to add that all this is possible 
only if architects start working differently. "We 
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Sobek (le~) and those 
in his office ( above) 
believe in providing the 
link between high-level 
engineering and archi
tecture . A better under
standing of engineering, 
Sobek argues, will open 
up entirely new possi
bilities for architects' 
t hinking. 
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have to establish a way of planning buildings that's 
integral," he says. "A lot of architects talk about new 
possibilities, but they can't apply them. For many 
architects, the world is still limited to concrete, 
masonry, wood, and steel." 

The solution? "You must understand the materi
als, and that has to be interdisciplinary," Sobek 
says, adding that in order to explore what he calls 
the "terra incognita" that exists between highly 
specialized fields of knowledge, the old model of 
the architect as generalist and engineers and 
contractors as order-taking specialists must give 
way to a more equitable exchange between parties. 
To help his employees develop a common language, 
Sobek sends his engineers to Paris fashion shows 
and his architects to tour the Airbus factory. "It's 
so boring I don't even want to bring it up," he says, 
shrugging. "But it's the idea of a team." 

Working alone and with star architects like Zaha 
Hadid and Jean Nouvel, Sobek's firm has designed 
bridges, high-rises, offices, airports, a tent for the 
Pope, automobile exposition structures, industrial 
design products, and, in the last decade, six private 
residences that take energy efficiency as seriously 
as aesthetics. The first of these, finished in 2000, 

was Sobek's own family home. The now-famous 
four-story glass house, dubbed, not unlike an Audi 
or BMW, the R128, operates according to what 
he calls the "triple-zero approach: zero energy con
sumption, zero emissions, and zero waste." One 
source of inspiration for both the house and the 
rest of Sobek's work was the German auto industry: 
Under German law, automakers must produce cars 
whose component parts are recyclable. "I thought, 
Why don't we have this in the building industry?" 

With the German auto manufacturers' recycling 
mandate in mind, Sobek designed so as to render 
the building's high-quality materials reusable 
in the event the structure is ever tom down. Like 
German cars, the entire house is constructed using 
only two kinds of bolts and thus can be disassembled 
with just two kinds of wrenches. Drawing on an as
yet-unrealized proposition for Ford Motor Company 
that cars be put together with a special glue that 
dissolves when you dump the car in a vat of chem
icals at the end of its life, he stuck his bathroom 
ceiling's wooden laminate to a sheet of aluminum 
with a very similar sort of adhesive. 
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Next, inspired by the load-bearing capacity 
of sports shoes, he Velcroed this paneling to the 
ceiling's steel rafters. "I call it ephemeral architec
ture," he says, acknowledging that growing up in 
postwar Germany, where many places still show 
the damage inflicted by the Second World War, 
shaped some of his ideas about architectural 
permanence. But accepting impermanence is not 
the same as embracing the "throw-away society" 
that,Sobek says, is antithetical to his basic philoso
phy. "Ephemeral architecture can go today or it can 
stand for 1,000 years. But if it goes, it can go with 
honor, even the day after the opening ceremony." 

The five other triple-zero residences he bas 
designed are all in Germany.A seventh is planned 
in France (only two have been published, due to the 
owners' reluctance to join the sustainable architec
ture tourism circuit). In these delicate, understated 
domiciles, whose spare, modern lines stand out 
against their natural surroundings without over
whelming or being overwhelmed by them, he has 
included innovations he would like to see imple
mented across the board in new construction. 
"Why are all the electrical elements still buried 
in the walls?" he wonders. "There are five layers 
of materials, and nobody will ever take that apart. 
The copper embedded there is gone forever." 
Energy-saving measures he has implemented 
include sensors that respond, when someone opens 
a window, by automatically turning off the heat. 

Sobek thinks for a moment and traces his belief 
that "it is unethical to throw things away" to growing 
up in Aalen, a small town in southwestern Germany 
where he earned pocket money in high school by 
painting Jimi Hendrix in his death throes on the 
walls of local nightclubs, then read Nietzsche into 
the wee hours. "You are influenced by the spirit of 
the place where you grow up," he says. "The area is 
very, very poor in natural resources. Growing up in 
these surroundings, you treat everything carefully." 
Carefully, indeed, though as any good architect will 
note, care must be tempered with trial and error. 
At RUS, for example, the magnets that held the 
bathroom mirrors to the wall so that, if the building 
is dismantled, they can be removed with a simple 
suction device, didn't work perfectly at first. "Of 
course there was a crash at three in the morning," 
Sobek says ruefully. Then he smiles. "But we fixed it." I ll 
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Design is as important 
as any other element 
in Sobek' s work. 
St:ructw:es like the 
Suvarnabhumi Interna
tional Airport (top), 
the Altar Roof for 
Benedict XVI (middle), 
and the H16 house 
(bottom) can't just 
work well and function 
environmentally; they 
have to look good, too. 8 
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One of the first things you notice about the 
Japanese architect and architectural historian 
Terunobu Fujimori is his voracious appetite. His par
ticular brand of hunger extends not only to food
which he devours swiftly and animatedly, crumbs 
flying Cookie Monster- style- but also to an ardent 
intellectual curiosity about the world, especially as 
it relates to architecture, his all-consuming passion 
for more than 30 yea.rs. A longtime professor at the 
Institute of Industrial Science at the University 
of Tokyo, Fujimori came to designing late-he got 
his first commission at age 44, 19 years ago-but he 
has since conceived some of Japan's most startlingly 
original buildings, on average one per year. 

Leading the way to his office at the university 
(he calls it his "laboratory"), he walks swiftly and 
steadily, as if propelled on a Segway, his salt-and
pepper hair waving behind him. We sit at a table 
sipping green tea, and Fujimori thumbs through his 
sketchbook, discussing the atypical genesis of 
his career while gobbling tea cookies and sketching 
almost continuously with a iblue pencil. Fujimori 
grew up in a tiny, rural village two hours south of 
Nagano, where he helped care for the surrounding 
forests, as the local villagers have done for more 
than 400 years. He studied architectural design in 
college but quickly became disillusioned by the lack 
of hands-on technical training- he was more inter
ested in building than in design, he realizes now
and moved to Tokyo to pursue a PhD, spending the 
next 20 years as a scholar and professor of modem 
Japanese architectural history. 

Fujimori basically fell into designing buildings 
after his native village commissioned him to design 
a small history museum for a local family with 
ancient ties to the area. As he pondered what form 
the building should take, he felt the weight of all of 
architectural history bearing down on him. "Since 
I was a famous architectural historian," he says, "I 
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thought my architecture should be totally unique, 
dissimilar to any architecture that came before. I fig· 
ured that if I did something traditionally European 
or Japanese, everyone would say 'Oh, 
it's because he's a historian.' I didn't want that 
criticism." But at the same time, he wanted to stay 
away from anything too contemporary. "Some 
of my closest friends, like Tadao Ando and Toyo Ito, 
were architects who were starting to get famous, 
and I didn't want them to laugh at me and say, 'ob, 
you mimic my work."' 

His peers found the building intriguing. 
"Terunobu Fujimori has thrown a punch of a kind 
no one has ever seen before at 'modernism,"' wrote 
the architect Kengo Kuma. Encouraged, Fujimori 
decided to continue designing. With no other clients 
in sight, he built a house for his family in a Tokyo 
suburb. Inspired by the plant-covered thatched roofs 
prevalent in Normandy, the Tanpopo (Dandelion) 
House has strips of volcanic rock affixed to the 
facade, with flowers and grass blooming in the 
grooves between them. The thick walls mean that 
the house is extremely well insulated and energy
efficient, a by-product of the design rather than 
a direct goal. While Fujimori admits that his build
ings tend to be ecologically sensitive and extremely 
energy-efficient, he is wary of the contemporary 
conception of green design. "As an architect, I deal 
with the visual effects. Energy conservation is an 
engineer's work. My intention is to visibly and har
moniously connect two worlds- the built world 
that mankind creates with the nature God created." 

Earlier that day we'd met in Kiyosumi, a town 60 
miles north of Tokyo, to visit his most recent project: 
a 1,080-square-foot concept house he designed 
for the Tokyo Gas company Ltd.,Japan·s largest nat
ural gas provider. Coal House, as Fujimori calls it, 
uses exclusively gas-powered appliances and is full 
of quirky details : Squat, hobbit-scaled doors conceal 11· 

I 
The 1991 Jinchokan 
Moriya Historical Museum 
(below le~) . Fujimori ' s 
first commissioned 
building, signaled the 
themes that continue 
to drive his work: 
design in hazmony with 
nature; raw, natural 
mat erials (wood, 
mud·and-mortar walls) ; 
and a Neolithic· inspired 
architectural style. His 
next proj ect , Tanpopo 
House (preliminary 
sketch, below right) , 
introduced another 
obsession: houses with 
plants growing out 
of them. 
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Fujimori designed his 
own r esidence, the 
Tanpopo House ( above), 
in 1995, with volcanic 
rock sidi ng and grass 
and dandelions blooming 
on the roof and walls 
(below right) ; he is 
pleased by its "bushy
haired expression." The 
family's tearoom (below 
left) is an updated take 
on Japan's traditional 
flexible, open-plan 
tatami-mat room. Here, 

I 

the charcoal fire pit 
for the teapot is an 
electric coil embedded 
in the floor, and the 
flooring is a durable 
rattan from Indonesia. 
Plaster oozing in 
between oak planks 
gives the room a warm, 
rough-hewn feel-a 
Fujimori signature. 
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In Fujimori's most 
recent project, Coal 
House (below) , a tea· 
room protrudes from the 
second story, acces
sible from the exterior 
by a timber ladder 
that appears to pierce 
the roof and from the 
interior by a secret 
door in the master bed · 
room. The climb ( right) 
is purposely precarious . 
FUjimori wants visitors 
to "be a little afraid" 
on their way up; it's 
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"a device to make you 
feel and think differ
ently in this space." 
Inside, the tiny tearoom 
with its low ceiling 
(above) is like an adult 
clubhouse, designed for 
intimate conversation 
over hot drinks. 

I Fujimori I 



I I 

a bathroom and side entrance (you literally need to 
duck to enter); the children's room is accessible only 
by a steep ladder ("It's okay," Fujimori reassures 
me when I inquire about late-night bathroom runs, 
"children are like monkeys"); and a tiny tearoom 
hangs off the second story like a jutting upper lip, 
echoing the silhouette of his earlier Charred Cedar 
House from 2007. Both projects are extraordinarily 
striking, thanks in large part to their exterior siding, 
charred cedar boards with a crackled, crocodile-
like texture-an ancient Japanese technique that 
seals the wood against rain and rot but is seldom 
used by contemporary architects. This is in part 
because it's labor-intensive- it takes seven minutes 
to char three boards- and also because the method 
is considered primitive. "No educated architect 
would use this material," says Fujimori with pride, 
grinning broadly. The effect certainly makes an 
impression; as we chat in front of the Coal House, 
a neighbor walks by slowly, swiveling her head, 
her mouth visibly agape. 

Little about the way Fujimori works is conven
tional. He doesn't have a firm per se but rather 
recruits promising graduate students to help him 
flesh out the details of each project after he's done 
all the drawing. He makes his architectural models 
by hacking tree stumps into abstract, sculptural 
shapes using a chainsaw. Galleries abroad have 
offered to buy them, but he refuses.And when he's 
completed the final drawings for a project, he invites 
his clients to his weekend house in Nagano for 
a little ceremony he's devised. Sitting in his private 
Too-High Tea House, perched 20 feet in the air and 
wavering on two forked tree trunks, he hands them 
a hand-rendered version of the final plans. "If they 
don't like my design, I shake the building!" he says, 
laughing heartily. 

Fujimori hires professionals to do all the struc
tural and electrical work on his buildings but 
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handles many of the interior finish details himself, 
with a motley group of volunteers that he calls the 
Jomon Company-so named for the Neolithic period 
of Japanese history and for the primitive tools they 
use to give Fujimori's interiors a warm, roughed-up 
feel. When the structure is nearly complete, this 
loose collective of close friends- a painter, a novelist, 
a book publisher, a sake brewer, a priest-gather 
to do whatever unusual task Fujimori has set aside 
for them: planting hundreds of leeks in individual 
pots atop a gabled roof; weaving a bamboo screen 
for a copper-plated pottery studio; or cutting irregu
lar chunks of wood with stone-carving tools and 
embedding them in a tea house's vaulted ceiling. 
"Instead of playing golf that weekend, they work," 
says Fujimori, hastening to add, "I never pay them. 
If you pay, it's labor!" 

Fujimori clearly relishes his iconoclast role, even 
as he receives increasing recognition and respect as 
a designer: At the 2006 Venice Biennale he exhibited 
his unconventional architectural models, and in 
2007 the Japanese publishing company Toto released. 
a monograph of his work. But increasing fame and 
more prestigious commissions don't mean he'll 
change his unconventional working methods any
time soon. He's spent the past several years roam
ing the globe for new ideas, applying his historian's 
mind to collect inspiration from ancient models: 
mud architecture in Mali, adobe buildings in the 
American West, and the famous Caves of Lascaux in 
southwest France. These spare, stripped-down struc
tures remind us that we all share primal instincts 
that can be aroused and satisfied through design: for 
shelter, warmth, and community. Fujimori may dis
miss sustainability as a side note in his buildings, but 
his modern interpretation of the Neolithic captures 
a truth too often lost in our scramble for eco-credi
bility: Working with nature is sometimes the most 
radically green approach an architect can take.Ill 
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A cra~sman demonstrates 
how to char cedar 
( above) : He lights news
paper at the base of 
three planks, coaxes 
the fire up the boards , 
then douses them with 
water a~er seven 
minutes . The primitive 
but painstaking process 
is said to protect wood 
against rain, rot , and 
insects for so yea.rs . It 
also gives the exteriors 
a reptilian texture 
that 's as striking as it 
is practical. Fujimori 
carves many of his 
architectural models out 
of wood (below) . 
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A sampling of Fujimori ' s 
work reveals his play
ful , organic approach. 
clockwise fzom above: 
a hot-springs spa capped 
with two pine trees; 
a sake brewery clad in 
a grass -and-stone 
checkerboard; a hump
backed children's museum 
t hat resembl es "a mam
moth"; and a guesthouse 
clad in charied cedaI 
t hat appeais to balance 
on a sliver of a wall. 
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His coup de grace , 
however , is his retreat 
in Nagano (opposite ) : 
The Too-High Te A House, 
with a roof of hand
rolled coppeI sheets, 
seems precariousl y 
perched atop a pair 
of tiee trunks 20 feet 
in the sky. Why two? 
"One leg is dangerous 
and three l egs are too 
st able and boring. " 0 
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CONCEPTS 

At Home 
in the Zone 
Sustainability doesn't have to mean 
monasticism and darkness-with this 
zone-by-zone guide to the domestic 
world you know best, going green can 
be both more efficient and fun. 

Story by Dan Maginn 
Illustrations by Jim Stoten 
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Life was much harder when humans lived in caves. 
Consider a typical Sunday dinner: First we'd have 
to go out and whack a mammoth; then we'd have to 
invent a wheel to schlep the mammoth back to the 
cave; then we'd have to collect sticks and dung and 
figure out a way for the whole mess to catch fire. 
If all went well, we'd finally be able to fry up a chop 
or two before night fell and the jackals attacked.1 

We can't know for sure, but I imagine all this work 
made us grumpy. 

Fast-forward a few millennia. We're still around 
(a little taller, a bit less furry), and we still get cold 
and hungry, but times have changed. Now, if we're 
cold we tum a knob on the wall and warm air blows 
out. If we're hungry we order food and a delivery 
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human shuttles it to our door with her blue Pontiac 
LeMans. While effortlessly obtained warm air and 
Buffalo chicken pizzas might mark progress of a 
sort, our pursuit of the easy life has created some 
serious environmental problems that have the 
potential to make us pine for the days of cave dwell
ers and mammoths. 

We can do better. Luckily, evolution has seen to 
it that humans have the ability to define and solve 
problems, should we choose to do so. By decommis
sioning our modem-day caves as energy-sucking 
pleasure boxes and recommissioning them as effi
cient instruments of shelter, we can more directly 
control their impact on our communities and on 
the planet. With an understanding of the issues 
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at stake, we must use our opposable thumbs and 
sizable brains to retool our homes- and redesign 
our behavior within them. 

Although some of the steps we can take are small 
and highly implementable, others are much greater. 
Some require the purchase of nifty gadgets and 
others require relatively intensive, nonglamorous 
behavioral changes. If we really want to make 
a difference, the challenge is to design2 an effective, 
personalized strategy-one that balances our desire 
to live sustainably with a desire to live comfortably. 

We'll begin by taking a look at "whole house" 
ideas that can quickly reduce our resource usage 
across the board, then we'll zero in on more localized 
home zones.Ii· 

1) Admittedly, my understand· 
ing of prehistoric life comes 
solely from The Flintstones and 
a hazily remembered story 
from a 1973 issue of Highlights 
magazine. 
2) Yes, design. We're going 
to use that word a lot in this 
discussion. 
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The Whole House Zone 
By conceptually dividing your home into zones, you 
can analyze each of its functions in turn. From there, 
you can develop strategies to understand how you 
actually live inside these zones-and what it takes 
to improve their performance. That said, there are a 
number of fundamental whole-house strategies that 
apply to every zone in the home. These are the big

gies: Implement them and you'll reduce your energy 
usage (and your energy bills) dramatically. 

The Food Zone 
Fine-tuning your cooking and dining areas pays off 
in more ways than just saving resources. As in other 
functional zones, their success starts with aware

ness: Where exactly does your food come from? 
Where exactly does your trash go after you haul it 
to the curb? Playing an active role in your family's 
food cycle can be eye-open ing, and it often helps 
spark an interest in improving other house zones. 
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Get an energy audit. 
A properly executed audit' will pin
point your energy-loss flaws. The 
prime culprits tend to be underinsula
tion, duct leakage, and outdoor air 
infiltration. In addition to having an 
efficient, properly functioning heating, 
ventilation, and air-conditioning 
(HVAC) system, fixing these deficien
cies is often the most effective way 
to reduce your resource consumption. 

Get with the program. 
Having an efficient HVAC system is 

smart.2 Not having a programmable 
thermostat to properly utilize said 
HVAC system is dumb.3 

Ventilate. 
Make every effort to utilize your HVAC 
system only as a last resort. Open 
windows to create cross vent ilat ion 
and supplement the effect with fans. 

Shun the sun. 
Unwanted solar gain in hot months 
results in unwanted increases in energy 
bills. Exterior awnings and indoor win
dow treatments can add to the design 
of your home while blocking rays. 

Get cooking. 
Embrace your inner caveman and 

avoid delivery p izza: Make a true effort 
to engage in the process of preparing 
and eating meals. Leave your car in 
the garage and cook seasonally1 and 
simply at home. Buy locally-and b uy 
in bulk, if possible, to help eliminate 
packaging waste. 

Recycle. 
As a goal, limit yourself to one trash 
bag a week for your household.' 
Between comprehensive recycling 
and composting, you can get there. 

Retool. 

Take a hard look at your kitchen. 
If your appliances are over the 
hill, replace them with Energy Star 
appliances.> 

Still drinking bottled water? 
Shame on you, Earth-hater. Install 
an undersink or faucet-mounted 
water filtration system and d rink up. 11 .. 

1) Be careful, grasshopper. There 
are very good companies out 
there doing energy audits-
and there are eco·shysters doing 
what look like energy audits. 
You would be wise to know the 
difference. Do some basic detec· 
tive work: Review references, 
a completed sample audit, and 
a copy of a standard contract 
before you commit to a provider. 
Do the easy fixes yourself, and 
hire a contractor for the tricky 
ones. If the auditor suggests 
that they be retained to perform 
the improvements, consider 
getting a competitive bid on 
the work. 
2) If your HVAC system is more 
than ten years old, chances are 
it's sucking dollars out of your 
pocket and shooting carbon 
into the atmosphere. Look into 
a new Energy Star-rated system. 
3) For about SO bucks (plus 
installation) you can get a basic 
model, and then you can syn· 
chronize your HVAC's operation 
to your weekly schedule. 

1) Avoid roasting a pig in 
August, for instance. 
2) While we're talking about 
bags, be sure to get reusable 
shopping bags. When a cashier 
asks if you want paper or 
plastic, look at them quizzically. 
3) And, by the way, do you 
really need an in·sink garbage 
disposal? Really? Even the 
word sounds unsustainable. 
Try composting the food 
waste instead. 
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The Living Zone 
Let's talk design for a minute. It's important to re
member that potential modifications to your home 
must be carefully considered before you implement 
them. If you blindly follow the prescriptions of a 
well-meaning energy wonk without understanding 
the experiential implications of his suggestions, 
you could wind up with a perfectly energy-efficient 
house that's perfectly uninspiring. Know this: 
Sustainable design doesn't have to suck.' 

The Sleeping Zone 
Sleep on this: You probably spend more time 
in your bedroom than any other home zone, so it's 
important to get it right.1 Reducing your resource 
consumption here requires a close look at how you 
use the space-night and day. 2 Your goal is to bal
ance energy efficiency with flexibility of experience. 
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Light right. 
For starters, replace nearly all2 of your 

incandescent bulbs with compact fluo· 
rescent lightbulbs (CFLs). 

New to you. 
Using preowned furniture in your 
home capitalizes on embodied energy. 

It doesn't need to be a mid-century

modern classic; antemillennial curiosi

ties also have their place. 

Clean green. 
So you feel dazed and confused 

after wiping down your new (old) 
Paul McCobb table? That's not good. 

Research nontoxic cleaning materials 

and use them. 

Beware the phantom load. 
Off is the new On. Figure out a clever 

way to plug your small appliances and 
electronic gear into power strips, and 

then turn them off when you leave 

the house each day. Consider the con
stantly flashing "12:00 a.m." on your 

coffeemaker as a badge of honor. 

Fine-tune your window shades.3 
Your shades should have the flexibi lity 

to provide all the privacy you need 
while allowing you to keep the lights 

off during the day. A flexible combina
tion of opaque and translucent materi

als usually does the trick. In addition, 

keeping unwanted solar radiation from 
entering your space in the first place 

means lower cooling bills. 

Get a good ceiling fan. 
You get a lot of bang for your energy 

buck with an efficient ceiling fan. Install 

one with multiple speeds so that you 
can moderate air movement.4 

Get the TV out. 
What are you watching TV in bed for? 

Among other things, the bedroom 
should provide you with a calming 

foundation to support your hectic 
day. Police shoot-'em-ups and Flowbee 
infomercials have no place here. 

Unless watching late-night Animal 

Planet is instrumental in your decom

pression cycle, consider popping that 
thing off the wall and donating it to 

an affordable housing organization.•·· 

1) On the contrary: A 
well-designed home that rec
ognizes and responds to the 
unique characteristics of 
its site-its orientation, geogra· 
phy, and climatic patterns-
is inherently sustainable. 
2) Why not replace them all? 
Well, if the flexibility to adapt 
your light levels in a few places 
is critical, it might make sense 
to stick with a dimmable 
incandescent in those places for 
the time being-at least until 
dimmable CFLs or LEDs become 
more affordable. Theory being: 
It's better to use a wee bit more 
energy and actually use the 
space than it is to use a wee 
bit less energy and not use the 
space because it's too bright. 
Another option: Go with all CFLs 
and spark up a candle when 
the mood hits. 

1) Granted, you're asleep most 
of the time. But still. 
2) And season to season! Dress 
your bed like you'd dress 
yourself. If your region has four 
seasons, your bed should have 
four specific outfits. Properly 
prepared, you can tweak the 
thermostat an additional few 
degrees in the extreme months 
and use natural ventilation in 
the swing months. Tangential 
idea: Use your pets for heat. 
You feed them and collect their 
poop. Use them as living blan
kets. They owe you this much. 
3) You might need to chat with 
a design professional about this. 
There are many strategies for 
balancing privacy and daylight. 
4) Bonus feature: Fans make 
calm, sleep·inducing sounds. 
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Fresh air shouldn't lean• you breathless. 

A Trane system removes up to 99.98% of aJJergens. 
while dedicating itself to energy-efficient heating 
and cooling. Saving you money. Year in. Year out. 
We catch t he pollen, so you can catch your breath. 
And it starts at trane.com. 

• TRANE 
Its Harri 1b Stop A 'lhlne: 



CONCEPTS 

The Bathroom Zone 
Reducing your water usage is easy, and it doesn't 

mean you have to brush your teeth with a pinecone 
or weep with remorse every time you flush the can. 

As is the case with all resource usage, responsibility 
starts with understanding how much of something 

is actually needed to get the job done. Until you take 

that step, you're basing your behavior on assump
tions and habits you learned as a kid.1 

The Utility Zone 
Your garage, laundry room, basement, and other 

nonglam support areas: These are the silent killers 
of energy-efficiency in your home.1 Because these 

spaces are largely "unseen" (and because they're 
where spiders look up at us with their tiny, frighten

ing eyes), we tend to look the other way and ignore 

their negative impact on our efforts. Spiders or 
no spiders, we can no longer afford this attitude. 

110 May2009 

Use dual-flush toilets.2 

Install them. Use them. Hit the 
rig ht b utto n. 

Go low-flow. 

Low-flow showerheads and faucets 
squirt sufficient amounts of water 
at you. Get in the way of the reduced 

squirt at the right moment, do your 

thing, and turn the water off. Easy.' 

Purchase a PHID (portable humanoid 
insulation device). 

It's hard to exit a hot shower on a cold 

day. Buy a great robe and hop out o f 

the shower a minute earlier. 

Buy natural. Buy bulk. Use less. 
Consider all the products you use 

in the bathroom: cleaning products, 

cosmet ics, other stuff. Think of all 

the packaging. Think of al l the chemi

cals. Think of all the bunnies. 
Act accordingly. 

Consider solar hot water. 

Either install a fancy b lack outdoor 
water bag for plein-air showering 

or spend some dough on a roof

mounted solar water heater. 

No second fridge. It's the enemy. 
Get rid of that thing, buzzing away 

down t here in the basement. It costs 
more to operate than you real ize. 

Besides, you have way too much of 
whatever the hell you have in it any

way. Just say no. 

Slip into something more ecological. 

You can make a b ig impact on your 
energy and water consumption simply 

by modifying your laundry practices. 

Stay away from partial loads. Use cold 
water only. Get retro and line d ry if you 

have the basement or yard space.• 

Clean your garage. 

You've sold your second car, right? 
Good for you. Now you have a free bay 

in your garage! Park your b ikes there 

and g ive yourself some room to main
tain and store them. 

Park your energy-wasting ways. 

You really don't need to heat and cool 

your garage. So stop it, okay?' II•· 

1) Many of us don't treat bath
rooms as functional zones-
we treat them as playgrounds. 
We splash around in overlong 
showers. We let the water run 
as we brush our teeth. We leave 
the ventilation fan running 
long after incriminating odors 
have vanished. Wheeeeeee! 
2) You've seen these, right? 
Two buttons on the top of the 
tank? #1 and #2? Get it? 
3) No bucks to go low-flow? 
At the very least, install a $5 

aerator on your faucet- it will 
do the trick. 

1) If you elect to have an 
energy audit performed on your 
house, you might be surprised 
to see how much attention is 
paid to these rooms. 
2) All ow your kid the joys of 
slipping through freshly 
laundered, air·dried sheets on 
a spring morning. Ahhhhh ... 
3) Unless you live in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, or something. 
Maybe. Even then, dial it back. 
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CONCEPTS 

The Yard Zone 
The space outside your walls should be as thought

fully considered as the space within. Aside from 

contributing to pleasant, functioning outdoor space, 

w ell-placed landscaping can p rotect your house 
from solar gain in the summer while letting it inside 

during the winter. 

The Human Zone 
The final home zone recognizes the importance 

of our behavior. Living responsibly extends beyond 

our physical spaces into our d aily actions. We must 
design' the way w e live as carefully as we design 

our rain gardens and ground-source heat pumps. 

In the end, we must fine-tune ourselves to become 
active participants in the operation of our homes. 
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Perform a yard audit. 

Talk to a land scape architect who is 

versed in your region's native species.' 

Install SmartPlants. 

After you give turf grass and any other 
resource-sucking plants the boot,2 

plant low-maintenance perennials. 

Consider a p urposeful schmear of 

Arboreal Shading Devices, Sylvanic 
Carbon Vacuums, and Solar-Powered 

Humanoid Food-Generation Stations! 

De-water. 

Your nifty new native yardscape will 

require far less watering than whatever 

was there before. Continue the love 

by reducing your impact on your com
munity's storm sewer system: Plant a 

rain garden and collect rain in a barrel. 

Get d irty. 

Maintain your existing dirt by mulching, 

and create new d irt by composting 

your kitchen and yard waste. 

Get lit. 
Install a motion-control sensor or timer 

o n your exterior lights- or use a solar

powered lig ht. 

Install SmartThoughts. 

If you truly want to reduce your impact, 

you're going to have to upgrade your 

own operat ional software. Use your 
cranial mass to understand the delta 

between the resources you're consum

ing now and what you actually need 

in order to live well. 

Live small. 
Size matters when it comes to home 

efficiency. If you're building new, build 

small. If you're renovating, renovate 
small. If you're not building or renovat

ing, then just live small. Or move. 

Buy a calendar.2 

Map out the maintenance actions you 
wi ll need to respond to seasonal 

changes. It takes t ime to batten down 

the hatches, and it's easy to be over

whelmed, but plan ahead and execute 

your steps one project at a t ime.3 

Shape up. 
Expand your comfort boundaries 

a notch or two• by tweaking your ther
mostat a few degrees. Self-insulate 
or self-ventilate as required.5 llU 

1) Beware the tendency to 
play Weekend Warrior on this: 
If you're serious about reducing 
your impact on the environ
ment, you've got to get it right. 
2) Remember: Every time you 
run the mower, it's like leaving 
grungy carbon footprints all 
over your nice Prius. Eliminate 
as much turf grass as possible, 
and take care of what's left with 
an old-school manual mower. 
Whip that thing around the 
yard and drink a cold eco-Schlitz 
when you're done. 
3) You know-trees, shrubs, 
vegetables. And maybe some 
nice purple coneflowers, too. 

1) Yes, design. 
2) Really. An old-school cal
endar, up on the wall in the 
kitchen. Slap it onto your Energy 
Star fridge with a cool magnet. 
3) Why not start living more 
responsibly right now? List five 
improvements or actions you 
think you can actually achieve 
and commit to them. Be 
slightly proud of yourself when 
they become part of your newly 
designed lifestyle. Then pick 
five more. 
4) Grandma and Grandpa didn't 
have all this fancy conditioned 
air when they were growing 
up. You think you're betterthan 
Grandma and Grandpa? Huh? 
5) In other words, wear a 
sweater when it's cold and peel 
it off when it gets warm. Keep 
peeling when it gets hot. 
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DESIGN FINDER BRANCH 

Branching Out 
Paul Donald believes change hap

pens in the marketplace-and in the 

early 1990s, the former magazine 
designer was in the market for sustain

able high design. After discovering 

a dearth of stores in which he could 

consciously consume, Donald founded 
Branch, an on line purveyor of modern 
eco-friendly products, in 2005. 

What's best about your job? 
Being involved in the creation and 

distribution of thoughtful products. 

What makes you wish you did 

something else? 
Running the business side. It's a natural 

part of being a small-business owner, 

but my real love is design and working 

with designers. 

Is there an object that changed how 

you think about design? 
The book Cradle to Cradle: Remaking 
the Way We Make Things by W illiam 

McDonough. It made me look at 

design in a much more holistic way. 
I would credit that as much as anything 

for my interest in starting Branch. 

Story by Miyoko Ohtake 
Portrait by Melissa Kaseman 
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What's your prized possession? 

My collect ion of orig inal artwork. It 's 

hard to pick a single one, but if pressed, 

I'd choose one of my pieces by Chris 
Johanson or Michael Bartalos. 

Is there anything you are embar
rassed to love? 

The Millennium towels we carry at 
Branch. Don't get me wrong, they're 

g reat . It's j ust that I'm embarrassed, 
partly as a guy, to admit that I'm so 
into my bath towels. 

What's your most recent purchase? 

The AUM reclaimed-sailcloth bags we 

sell. People have a constant need for 

tot ing things around. They're g reat for 

throwing in the t ruck for a weekend 

getaway or going to t he beach. 

What are you currently longing for? 
The perfect sofa: modern, simple, 
comfortable, beautiful, and sustainable. 
If I didn't have the sustainability con

straint it would be a lot easier, but 

even saying that, it's just really tough 
to f ind the right sofa. 

How do you define "good design"? 

Design t hat solves a p roblem. At 

Branch, that means a product that 
fu lfi lls its intended function-with the 

additional onus of being made in 

a way that doesn't create more prob
lems for the planet. 

What are your criteria for selecting 

an item to sell? 
O ur unofficial motto is "Design fi rst, 

sustainability always." If I wouldn't have 
it in my own home, it doesn't go in 

the store- no matter how ecologically 

sound the materials, manufacturing, 
and labor p ractices are. 

What's next for Branch? 

Producing our own products. We have 

loads of ideas that we'd love to manu

facture. It'd be g reat to have a store

front at some point , too. 11111 

1. Coolade pitcher and g lasses 
by Andi Kovel for Esq ue 
2. Millennium towels by Bonjour 

"Our motto is 'Design 
first, sustainability 
always.' If I wouldn't 
have it in my own 
home, it doesn't go in 
the store-no matter 
how ecologically 
sound it is." 

3 

4 

3 . AUM tote by Stuart Sproule 
and Barnaby Kill am for Red Flag Design 
4. Cain Collection chair by Seth Eshelman 
for Staach Available at branchhome.com 
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epOxyGreen~ 
Supplying Eco Building and Design Materials to a Renewing World 

eco design/construction/consulting 

evergreendesignbuild.com 

877.882.1818 

n 
AMERICAN CLAY 

Naturally Beautiful Walls 

americanclay.com 

Sometimes the best ideas and most exciting innovations come from rolling up your sleeves 

and getting the job done. Our companies are committed to bringing you the 

healthiest building materials and construction, in the most cost-effective way possible. 

/ 
/ 
~ 

/ 
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We're not on a bandwagon, we're on a mission. 
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ABC 

Put a B in your bonnet as we 
define the must-knows of 
a modernist's vocab to make 

your ABCs as easy as 1-2-3. 

B series furniture 

Inspired by the lightness and strength 

of a bicycle frame and the rectilinear 

geometry heralded by the early-1900s 
De Stijl movement, architect and de

signer Marcel Breuer's B series offered 

some of the world's first tubular steel 
furnishings. The most famous of the 

series, the B3 and B64 chairs, are more 

commonly known by their nicknames: 
the Wassily (for fe llow Bauhau:s pro
fessor Wassi ly Kandinsky) and Cesca 

(after Breuer's daughter, Francesca). 

Ball chair 

Finnish designer and fantast ic-p lastic 

pioneer Eero Aarnio spun heads when 

his spherical, swivel-base Ball chair 
made its debut in 1966 at the Asko 

booth during Cologne's International 

Furniture Fair. Inspired by laminates 
for boats and p lanes, Aarnio's sliced 

sphere has become an icon of space
age pop design with starring roles in 

The Prisoner and Dazed and Confused. 

Compiled by Miyoko Ohtake 

B 

Luis Barragan (1902-1988) 

Luis Barragan, a self-taught architect, 

was known for his intrepid use of color 

and integration of indoor and outdoor 
spaces. His work was described as 

poetic, as was his Pritzker Prize accep
tance speech, where he apologized 

for not having done justice to the 

concepts of beauty, inspirat ion, magic, 
spellbound, enchantment, serenity, 

silence, intimacy, and amazement. 

Beaux-Arts 
Named after the prestigious Ecole des 

Beaux-Arts in Paris, this neoclassical 

19th-century architecture movement 
was the prominent design style for 

monumental public buildings during 
the early 1900s- such as McKim, 

Mead, and White's lavish Penn Station. 

Modernists, however, viewed the style 

as over-ornamented and backward
looking. The students agreed- and the 

Ecole stopped teaching architecture 

in 1968 after strikes and studio sit -ins. 

Harry Bertoia (1915-1978) 
Italian-born American sculptor Harry 

Bertoia is best known for his epony
mous col lection of woven-wire seating 

for Knoll, including the Diamond and 
Bird chairs. Despite a scandal over 

creat ive rights between Bertoia and 
Charles and Ray Eames, with whom 

Bertoia worked in the 1940s, the line 

continues to leave its mark on the 
d esign world - and waffle patterns on 

the backs of those who grace the seats. 

BIM 

Build ing information modeling, or 

BIM, integrates nongraphical data
such as material properties, costs, and 

suppliers- into virtual databases that 

allow design teams to run performance 
and behavioral analyses (like how to 

maximize solar gain or decrease build
ing waste) in order to make the best 

choices early and save extra work later. 

Andrea Branzi (b. 1938) 
Andrea Branzi once described himself 

as someone who saw "architecture 

not as the art of building but as a much 

more articulated form of thought." 

Given that Branzi's ideas ranged from 
how cities could be endless to how 

sofas could be considered household 
pets, it's no wonder this cofounder of 

both Archizoom and Dom us Academy 

gained recognition as a radical. 

Brutal ism 

A lthough the word "brutalism" harks 

back to Le Corbusier's use of raw 

concrete, beton brut, in the 1930s, it 

wasn't until the 1950s and '60s that 
t he style, characterized by unadorned 

concrete and b lunt detailing, took 

hold as a movement, adorning col lege 

campuses and civic centers the world 
over. Much maligned tod ay, the beauty 

of brutali sm depends on the beholder. 

Gordon Bunshaft (1909-1990) 

MIT-educated architect and Inter

national Style acolyte Gordon Bunshaft 

brought modernism to corporate 
America when in 1952 he designed 

the Lever House, a 24-story glass-clad 
office bu ilding, in New York City. 

A career-long architect at Skidmore, 
Owings & Merril l, Bunshaft was also 

responsible for one of the most sensi

tive and beautiful modern buildings 
ever built, the Beinecke Rare Book and 

Manuscript Library at Yale University. 

Burnham & Root 

Though today's high-rises plan to soar 

past the kilometer mark, in the late 

1800s, anything taller than a few floors 

represented the emerging American 

form: the skyscraper. In 1882, Daniel 
Burnham and John Root, a duo of 
draftsmen-turned-architects, scraped 

the sky with the ten-story Montauk 

building in Chicago, made possible by 
the advent of reinforced concrete. Im 
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• (Trade• Publlc) 

Santa Monica Civic Auditorium 

1 

FREE ADMISSION 

Saturday, May 2nd 
Oty of Santa Monica Green Building Tours 

Southern California's Premiere 

Green Building & Design Event 
The Expo will feature over 1 SO carefully selected 
exhibitors who represent the best of Green Building Be 
Design Materials, Energy Efficiency, Alternative Energy, 
Water Conservation Products, Environmental Plumbing, 
Sustainable Landscape, Waste Management, State 
Agencies, Utilities, Non Profits and Munlclpalitles. 

Our concurrent speakers program wUI offer an expanded 
version of our builders seminar, additional architect 
panels presented by AIA, an ASID panel, a professional 
landscape architect training and much more. 

A FOUNTAIN 
OF YOUTH 

IN A CONVENIENT TAKE HOME SIZE 

In a Swim Ex Luxury Pool or Spa you can relax, 

exercise, even entertain in your own heated 
pool without the expense, maintenance or 

space of a full-sized pool. SwimEx is beyond 
the ordinary lap pool, it is a complete workout 
station. Ruggedly constructed and exquisitely 

detailed, Swim Ex pools add value and enhance 

the beauty of your home. 

/""' ~ 

SwimEx® 
CALL 800-877-7946 FOR A FREE HOME 
POOL DVD OR VISIT WWW.SWIMEX.COM 



101 KITCHEN DESIGN 

An 
Introduction 
to 
Kitchen ~ 
Design 7 
The kitchen has evolved from a closed-off satellite 
to the most open, doted-upon room in the house
and repository of our dreams of domestic fulfillment. 

Fig . 2 

Fig. 4 

Fig. 1 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 5 



Fig. l The Bulthaup b2 
brings the woodshop into 
the kitchen with utili
tarian workspaces and 
pristine, orderly wooden 
cabinet systems. Fig. 2 

A 1950s illustrated 
advertisement for the 
Morphy Richards Astral 
refrigerator. Fig. 3 

The Frankfurt kitchen, 
designe d by Aus cr1nn 

architect Margarete 
Schtitte-Lihotzky, was 
one of the first kitchens 
designed as a complete 
and efficient system. 
Fig. 4 A display from 
the American National 
Exhibition in Moscow, 
1959, depicting a woman 

Fig. 6 

Fig. 7 

in the "Miracle Kitchen," 
wheze automation has 
reduced her domestic 
workload. Fig. 5 The 
kitchen in a Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed prefab 
house. Fig . 6 An engrav
ing from 1675 by Justus 
Sadeler, showing the 
chaotic preparations in 
the kitchen before a 
fc~et. Fi g . 7 A~cli.nca ' d 

Lignum a.nd Lapis kitchen 
system features green 
materials, professional
grade appliances, and 
advanced technology like 
a miniature greenhouse 
for growing herbs indoors 
and a retractable glass 
hood over the cooktop. 

In 1953, House & Home magazine 
crowed, "The kitchen is losing one 
of its four walls." Ensuing decades 

have unleashed a regular Jericho, 
to the point where I have a hard time 
recal ling a custom-built house whose 
kitchen is not integrated into the 
living area, its walk-around island 
the Corian (or stainless, or marble) 
Mecca of family and friends. 

Growing up, I didn't know anyone 
with a great room. Our mothers 
disappeared into smallish, constrained 

spaces- fitted cabinetry above, lino
leum underfoot, appliances cheek-to
jowl on the counter- and emerged 
sometime later to announce "Dinner!" 

(Multiple times, with increasing decibel 
levels.) Today, the kitchen holds such 

allure, I have to browbeat guests to 
move down to the sofa after dinner. 

As early as the 1930s, Frank Lloyd 
Wright dubbed the kitchen the 
"workroom" of the house, and created 

airy, open-plan designs for House 
Willey and House Jacobs. The rest of 
the country caught up about 50 years 
later, just as women were fleeing 
hearth and home for the workplace. 
The larger living area encouraged 
quality family time, while the perfec
tion of the extractor hood kept the 
smell of the fish from wafting. 

In this, the golden age of Gordon, 
Emeril, and Padma, cooking is a 
spectator sport, and the kitchen is our 
stage-even if, sadly, the family is more 
frequently focused on the microwave 
than the gleaming range beside it. 
Many of us spend more time perusing 
tile samples than learning how to roast 
a chicken- and I'm guilty of believing 
that a new set of All-Clad cookware 
might have a magically osmotic effect 
on my culinary skills. (It d idn't.) 

This is when we might heed German 
graph ic design visionary Otl Aicher, 

author of The Kitchen Is for Cooking, 
who wrote: "The kitchen is a function 
of man's social nature. Cooking is only 

a pleasure when others join in eating. 
And cooking is even more of a pleasure 
if others join in the cooking." And 
all the design genius in the world is 
not going to get that fresh fish into 
the frying pan, or those well -scrubbed 
potatoes into the oven. 

Kitchens 
of the Future 
Daniel Patterson, chef and 

owner of Coi, food in:iter 
According to this chef who rou
tinely pushes the boundaries of 

how food is prepared and presented, 

the idea l kitchen will look back 

to the future- equipped with sous

vide syst ems and such cornerstones 

, of molecular gastronomy as the 

' Pacojet as well as root cellars 

' and an open fireplace . "Teclmology 

' can lead us to lose track of 

what works best, " . says Patterson, 

who feels every kitchen should 
also include some kind of garden, 

even just a few herb pots . "Modern 

innovations are great, but so 
i s cooking over a primal flame-

, both r espect the integrity of 
t he ingredients and bring people 

together, which is the whole 

point . " And in terms of energy 

, efficiency? "Induction stoves 

should be the norm . " 

Johnny Grey, kitchen designer, 

author of Kitchen culture 

The nephew of food guru Elizabeth 
, David, Grey found validation for 

• his design approach in the field 

of neuroscience . "A lot about what 
makes people feel happy in t heir 

space is based on how we ' re hard-

' wired, " says Grey, a champion 
of the "unfitted kitchen," i n which 

' furniture, color, diverse materi

als, and rounded edges create 
a sense of ease . "Sharp objects 

trigger a primitive fear response 
• in the brain. Soft geometry is 

more comfortable to move through 

and thus increases usable space. 
The mar ket is finally catching 
up . • Xn open kitchens , «the s pace 

needs to be managed- people feel 

' better when their backs are covered 
and they can see what ' s coming . " Iii .. 



101 KITCHEN DESIGN BEFORE AND AFTER 

Open Kite 

A San Francisco architect turns 
his "inefficiency" kitche n into 
a modestly scaled and well-lit 
place to cook, eat, work, and 
enjoy the view-even with his 
back turned. 

"It had no redeeming qualities," says 
Cass Calder Smith of the L-shaped 
kitchen in his Telegraph Hill home that 
barely held two people. Having raised 
the ceiling into the attic space, Smith 
tucked the new kitchen into a corner, 
with windows along two walls pull ing 
in postcard views of the Transamerica 
Pyramid and beyond. 

"Because the kitchen is part of the 
dining room, I didn't want to fill it with 

bulky stuff," says Smith, who stashed 
the oven and Sub-Zero fridge into an 
adjacent pantry and built the cooktop 

into the narrow island. Painted white 
medium-density fiberboard (MDF) 
cabinets blend into the room, their 
bistro mirrors casting reflections off 
the back window. 

What Smith calls his "suburban 
window seat" conceals flat files where 
he stores materials for drawing at the 
mid-century drafting/dining table 

found at a flea market. "Between cook
ing, eating, and working, this is where 
I spend the most time," says Smith, 
who rarely ventures into the living room, 
except to grill meat in the fireplace. 

"It's an urban kitchen." he says, 
referring to the relatively modest size, 
especially as compared to some of the 

more expansive versions he's created 
for clients. "Kitchens should be scaled 
to the size of the fami ly and the house
which in this case is 18 feet wide. It 
doesn't have to be a g rand statement; 
it just has to work." 

KITCHENS OF THE FUTURE 

Cardeu.io Petrucci, co-owner of San 

Francisco furniture showroOll D:r.ine 

Petnicci has seen the kitchen 

assume increasing prominence , to 

the point where it ' s akin to a 

piece of fine furniture . " A new 
Boffi system called the On/ Off 

Monoblock holds everything, 
then closes with the push of 

a button into a kind of armoire,• 

says Petnicci , who sees clutter 
conceal ment gaining in stature , 

along with green solutions . "Boffi 

uses about 98 percent recycled 

materials , and a new Piero Lissoni 

design incorporates beautiful 

wooden planks from salvaged build

ings . " While Boffi and others offer 
composting options- from under-the

sink to a countertop hole that 

connects to an airtight container

"this is still a very tough 

sell here . Clearly, people have 
some catching up to do! " 

Christine Rosen, senior editor, 

The New Atlantis : A Journal 
of Technology and society 

"Looking at the data, we will con
tinue to eat more convenience foods 
and to gather less as a family , 

just as our kitchens become ever 

more ' gourmet ' and ' professional. ' 

It ' s a status symbol- a sign that 

one is committed to domesticity 
without any real follow-through. 

But there ' s an ironic silver lining 

to the economic crisis . Prepared 
foods and eating meals out cost 

more than cooking from scratch . 
So we might see a retreat back 
to the home_gathering with family 
and friends , which would be good 

for our social health. One of the 
best meals I ' ve had came out of 

the tiniest kitchen. Instead of 

thinking ' how much can we spend? ' 
we might try ' how much can we do 

with how little? '" Ill-
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101 KITCHEN DESIGN BEFORE AND AFTER 

~i 
. 'i\. 

The true test of a kitchen's 
mettle is not how it looks 
brand-new, but how it looks 
after a decade of wear and 
tear from heaving cleavers 
and spilling sauce. 

Though it may be unfairly maligned as 
a decade, the 1970s have a few things 
to answer for, such as kitchens that 
imprisoned their occupants in a dark 
hole of greasy cabinetry whilst fami ly 
and guests cavorted out of sight. 

When Nilus De Matran renovated 
this developer's special overlooking 
San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury district 
almost ten years ago for a couple who 
frequently entertain, he liberated the 
kitchen by knocking down walls and 
opening up the view across the newly 
created great room. When the peaked 
roof was flattened out, three new sky
lights let the sunshine in. 

"I treated the kitchen, the fireplace 
wall, and the closet with dark walnut, 
so these big floating objects relate to 
one another across the space," says 
De Matran, who recently designed 
a modern American kitchen system for 
Design Within Reach. White terrazzo 

0 The term "molecular gastronomy" was 
coined in the 1 980s by physicist Nicholas 
Kurti. In a presentation for the Royal Society 
of London, he remarked: "I think it is a sad 

122 May 2009 

flooring further unifies the room, 
standing up to the four resident pugs 
while melting into the Carrara marble
clad island. Cabinets on either side 
conceal pots and dishware. 

Though the island was designed 
to be wide enough for group cooking 
and hanging out, it recently doubled 
as a catwalk during a shoe designer's 
trunk show. "I'm happy to say there 
were no casualties," reports De Matran, 
"neither the marble nor the models." 

reflection on our civilization that while we 
can and do measure the temperature in 
the atmosphere of Venus, we do not know 
what goes on inside our scuffles." 

( 

KITCHENS OF THE FUTURE 

Antonio Citterio, architect , 

A.rclinea design coordinator 
"As the kitchen assumes its place 
as the most important part of the 

home , we are thanlcfully moving away 
from t:he idea of designing the 

kitchen as if it were a clinic or 

a steril e enviromnent . To cook is 

to make a mess . Life is messy ! 

This is the place we gather, where 
our children do homework, where 

we cook and break bread together . 

So , it is full of stuff . As the 

living room shrinks and turns 
into more of a private realm, the 

kitchen is absorbing the dining 

room and the placement of the 

table is becoming as important as 

the design of t he kitchen itself." 

Scott HUdson, founder and 
president of Henrybuilt 
About eight years ago, Scott HUdson 

founded his Seattle-based company 

Henrybuilt (named for his gr and
father ) to try to fill the void 

between sophisticated high-end 

European kitchen systems and what 
he calls t:he "hodgepodge• approach : 

"American kitchens tend to be a 
collage of unrelated bits-counter, 

lig.hting, cabinets, backsplash 

tiles-t hat only occasionally work 
t ogether. I think that kitchens 

designed as systems-more unified 
wholes- are absolutely the future . 
The way it' s done now is a waste 

of economic resources , not 

very functional , and much more 
likely to be replaced a few years 

later . If you think about the 

prefab movement, the same impulses 
make a systems approach appealing : 

the desire to control costs , 

keep things simple , predict how 
it will turn out , and still make 
a personal statement . • ... 

0 In 1945, after building the first free
standing freezer in his basement, Westye 
F. Bakke founded the Sub-Zero Freezer 
Company in an old two-car garage. 

Dwell 



MARMOL RADZINER 
AND ASSOCIATES A IA 

Desert House has made modern architectural history 

program, and international acclaim. Its incredible value today is 

peace and serenity imparted by space. Space within and without are 

one. Here, isolated in the vast panoramic landscape of the Cochella 

Valley, the mystery and magic of the desert have not been conquered, 

they are tangible. This is architectur,e at home within the vast array of 

stars in the desert sky, and alive within a fragrant landscape anchored by 

twin sisters Mount San Jacinto and Mount San Gorgonio. The 7.5 acre site 

is located approximately 15 minutes north of the Palm Springs, California 

airport. There are 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, an artist's studio, and pool. 

$1,195,000 

Contact: Crosby Doe or John Davidson 

C R 0 S B Y D 0 E 
ASSOCIATES 

Crosby Doe Assoclales, Inc. 345 North Maple Dr. #105 Beverly Hiiis CA 90210 

Desert House, 2005 

310.275.2222 
architectureforsale~co"r 1 
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101 KITCHEN DESIGN A GREAT IDEA 

Lunch Boxes 
With its updated version of the 
old walk-in hearth, Bulthaup 
deconstructs the kitchen into 
a freestanding system fit for 
a modern ascetic. 

Also known as the Kitchen Workshop, 
Bulthaup's new b2 system consists of 
a workbench and two wooden boxes. 
At once beautiful and austere- even 

monastic- it melds a Shakerlike sim
plicity with a rigorous approach to 
storage calibrated down to the last 
espresso cup. Opened up, thie boxes 
are the kitchen. Closed, they're a 
sculptural installation, more Donald 
Judd than Julia Child. 

The Appliance Cabinet contains the 
oven, dishwasher, and European-scale 

fridge (American behemoths may 
need to chill outside the box). The Tool 
Cabinet unfolds like a magician's trunk 
to reveal deeper and deeper layers 

for utensils, dishware, and food. The 
workbench-a kind of freestanding 
island-may be customized w ith vari
ous cooktop and sink modules and 
with materials such as stone for baking 
and wood for chopping. Rolling gar
bage carts reside respectfully below. 

Like many things that appear simple 
on the surface, the b2 may demand 

too great a level of discipline for some. 
If you're the type who leaves no pot 
unsullied when concocting your sig
nature paella, you may wish to temper 
utopian dreams of chaos containment 
with a more forgiving system. (Ditto 
if you are wont to collect stray bits 
of crockery.) However, as something 
to aspire to, the b2- with its reassuring 
message that there's a place for 
everything and everything has its 
p lace- exists in a league of its own.~· 



Create A Signature Blend 

The elements that make up your kitchen should stand up to the world's finest ingredients. Like 
a well steeped coffee featuring a blend of flavors, good body and dimension - an ALNO kitchen 
is also the result of a long-established recipe. Moot ALNOCHIC: A beautifully balanced cabinetry 

collection with high-gloss doors and soft radius vertical edges. A modem kitchen to meet the 
most discerning of tastes. 

To request a brochure or locate a dealer near you please call 888.896.ALNO or visit us at 
www.ALNOUSA.com 

ALDO® 
The Kitchen, Perfected 

( 



101 KITCHEN DESIGN APPENDIX 

Bookshelf 
The Cooked Kitchen: A Poetical Analysis 
EOOS 
Springer, 2008 
While developing the b2 kitchen system 
with Bulthaup, design studio EOOS consid
ered archetypal images and rituals going 
back hundreds of years. Displayed in black 
silhouette, 40 kitchen objects-from toque 
to tool wall-serve as an illuminat ing depar
ture point for a new philosophy of design. 

Guid e to Easier Living 
Mary and Russel Wright 
Gibbs Smith, 2003 
Before there was Martha, there were the 
Wrights, whose vision for a "modernist uto
pia" b lew away the Victorian dust motes and 
seems as fresh today as it did 60 y·ears ago. 

The Kitchen: History, Culture, Design 
Rita Mielke 
Feierabend Verlag, 2005 
A historical overview followed by a detailed 
visual survey of the modern kitchen in all 
its iterations as conceived by top-shelf 
manufacturers and designers, including 
A lno, Rational, Wel lmann, Leicht, SieMatic, 
Dada, Poggenpohl, and Norman Foster. 

Big Words 
Aga: English-made, cast-iron, enamel
glazed stove that uses stored radiant heat to 
cook food and lacks dials and temperature 
settings- requiring the cook to move food 
to differently heated ovens and hotplates. 
Since the 1920s, Aga has evolved from a 
fairly typical middle-class English appliance 
into a 1,300-pound status symbol stateside. 

Backsplash: Wall area behind stove and 
sink in direct firing line of grease and water 
splatters. It is usually specified in a smooth, 
nonporous material that's easy to wipe 
down, such as glass or ceramic t iles, marble, 
granite, or stainless steel. 

CFM rating: The test of a range hood's 
quality, CFM describes the amount of air 
moved per minute in cubic feet. An effective 

home hood should fall between 250 and 
650 CFM; a professional restaurant-style 
hood may be as h igh as 1,200. 

Convection fan: Circulates heat evenly 
so each oven rack maintains the same level 
of heat (as when baking layer cakes, for 
example). Because convection ovens move 
hot air past the food, they can cook food 
more quickly at a lower temperature. 

Q Perhaps the first celebrity chef, 
Bartolomeo Scappi (1500-1577) cooked 
for emperors and popes. His cookbook 
includes the first-known picture of a fork. 

126 May 2009 

Kitchens: A Design Source Book 
Vinny Lee 
Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 1998 
Delicious eye candy and practical ideas for 
new kitchen design or renovation, including 
equipment, materials, and aesthetic choices. 

The Making of the Modem Kitchen: 
A Cultural History 
June Freeman 
Berg Publishers, 2004 
"Independent sociologist" June Freeman 
tracked 7 4 families as they shopped for and 

purchased new kitchens-analyzing their 
aesthetic decisions while exploring the 
dominant role women play in the process. 

The Warmest Room in the House: 
How the Kitchen Became the Heatt of 
the Twentieth-Century American Home 
Steven Gdula 
Bloomsbury, 2007 
Discussing everything from Typhoid Mary 
to Rachael Ray, the Crock-Pot to Chez 
Panisse, avocado-colored appliances to 
the rise of pesto, Gdula uses the kitchen 
as a springboard for exploring trends and 
cultural innovations across the decades. 

Downdraft ventilation: Less effective at 
removing smoke than an updraft hood, it 
is built into the back of the stove or island. 

Dual-fuel range: Incorporates what many 
believe is the best of both worlds for 
optimal temperature control: gas burners 
up top, electric oven below. 

Induction cooking: A method in which 
h igh-frequency magnetic fie lds generate 
heat from an electric current induced by 
a coil beneath a ceramic g lass surface. The 
pot (which must be made of ferromagnetic 
materials such as iron and stainless steel) 
is heated, rather than the stovetop. More 
energy-efficient than gas or electricity. 

Quiet dishwashers: These new water- and 

electricity-saving models are no more 
aurally intrusive than a refrigerator motor. 

Updraft hood: Hangs over the stove to 
suck steam and odors away from pots and 
pans. Usually ducted through an outside 
wall, it is more efficient than downdraft 
systems-particularly for the high-BTU-, 
high-heat-generating cooktops preferred 
by serious home chefs. 

0 As a response to the cookie-cutter fitted 
kitchens of the era and the space program, 
design visionary Luigi Colani showed his 
Tang-orange biomorphic "kitchen satellite" 

Click on It 
Home Portfolio 
Wade past the sponsors and gain access to 
a staggering number of product options 
and manufacturers-without amassing p iles 
o f brochures. The portfolio feature lets you 
stash and share ideas. 
bomeportfolio,com/top/kjtcben.btml 

The Kitchn Home Tours 
This offshoot of the website Apartment 
Therapy takes us into kitcllens both slick 
and funky, from an Eichler in San Francisco 
to a farmhouse in Lake Forest, Illinois, 
to a lagoon-blue, unfolding jewel box 
of efficiency in London-prompting envy 
and ideas aplenty. 
tbekjtcbn com/tbekjtcbn/bome-toy rs 

Surfas 
A cult chef's haunt in Los Angeles with 
a website that offers esoteric cooking 
implements, Hawaiian volcanic salts, 
and everything needed to tap into your 
inner Ferran Adria-from Raz El Hanout 
to ground and roasted wattleseed. 
surfasonline.com 

Worlc triangle: This oft-repeated phrase of 
kitchen designers refers to creating maximum 
efficiency by laying out the refrigerator, 
stove, and sink in a triangle whose sides each 
measure between four and n ine feet.• 

at the 1970 Cologne furniture fair. 
His futuristic cross between a cave and 
a command center never quite made 
it to mass production. 

Dwell 
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FabulousStationery.com 

Say anything on our personalized 
note cards designed exclusively 
for you. Create one-of-a-kind invi· 
tations, calling cards, and more, 
a ll with a fresh modernist vibe. 
Over SOO designs to choose from. 
Select designs now offered in recy· 
cled stock. Check out our new 
mid-century house designs! 

Enter DWELL in the coupon code 
and save $5. 

fabulousstationery.com 

urban hardwoods 
the art of conservation 

Visit our new retail showroom in 
San Francisco, or shop online. 

Dining tables. coffee tables, 
console tables, occasional tables, 
desks. benches, and headboards. 

urban hardwoods, inc. 
SS3 Pacific Avenue 
San Francisco 94133 
Tel. 41 S-397-9663 
urban hardwoods.com 

the as4 modular 
furniture system 

Visit our Brooklyn showroom. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. 718-S96-S04S 
atlaseast.com 

Douglas Thayer 
Woodworking 

Artist-designed conte mporary con
crete and wood furniture created for 
indoor and outdoor use. Each piece 
is stylish, combining sleek lines and 
pleasing proportions for furniture that 
is a harmonious addition to any set· 
ting. Made of solid exotic, domestic, 
and reclaimed hardwoods. 

212 Northwest Road 
Westhampton, MA 01027 
Tel. 413-S27-4491 
douglasthayer.com 

Frame Kitchen 

A kitchen for our times: Simple, 
economical free-standing units 
including countertops can be used 
for base cabinets, peninsulas, or 
islands. Upper/lower drawer/shelf 
options in sustainable woods, glass, 
and laminates. Made in California. 
Free CAD drawings for architects. 

Sozo Studio 
Mode m Kitche n Architecture 
San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 41S-431-7000 
sozostudio.com 

woodia la piccolo 

Bringing a classic concept into the 
modern living space, Woodia La 
Piccolo introduces the modern porch 
swing. This unique indoor and out
door piece is artist-designed and 
handcrafted using the highest quality 
eco-friendly materials. Please call or 
visit us online. 

Toll-he 866-930-6099 
woodialapiccolo.com 
modernporchswing.com 

ModernCabana.com 

Home office, guest house, play 
room, yoga studio ... whether you 
need 100 or 1,000 square feet, 
Mod ern Cabana offers prefabricated 
and sustainable space solutions to 
fit your lifestyle. At Modern Cabana 
we want to live d ifferently, to use 
less, and get more . 

San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 41 S-206-9330 
info@modemcabana.com 
modemcabana.com 

modwalls 
Making Tile Modern 

Modern wall and floor coverings 
including glass, porcelain, cork, 
river rocks, and recycled-glass tile. 
Order online. Free shipping in the 
continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Shown: Lush• Blend "Metropo/.• 

Toll-free 877-439-9734 
modwalls.com 



Mountain Lumber Co. 

O ld-world spirit for contempo
rary design. For over 30 years, 
Mountain Lumber has crafted 
one-of-a-kind floors made from 
reclaimed wood found in historic 
structures around the world. 

O ur flooring shows that you can 
be green and beautiful without 
making compromises. 

Toll-free 800-445-2671 
mountainlumber.com 
sales@mountainlumber.com 

,..._... . . . 
f!~dUUIOe114111e 

upgrade your audio! 

Audioengine 

Audioengine's innovative self
powered speakers and wireless 
products are designed for all your 
music. Check out our award-winning 
sound, high-quality materials, and 
truly useful features. 

Enter coupon code DWELL for ten 
percent off. Free shipping, no tax, 
all cables included. 

Shown: ASN Active Speakers in 
Solid Carbonized Bamboo. 

support@audioengineusa.com 
audioengineusa.com 

Eli ca 

Europe 's #1 kitchen ventilation brand 
is now available in North America. 
Elica transforms the range hood from 
a mere domestic appliance to a 
design object that b rings a powerful 
personality into the kitchen 
environment. 

Eli ca 
222 Merchandise M art Plaza #947 
Chicago, IL 60654 
Toll-free 866-570-6401 
a.mccormack@elica.com 

Sensuede 

Sensuede's innovative and eco
efficient manufacturing process sets 
it apart from other microfiber suedes. 
It's Oeko-Tex certified and made with 
88 percent high·purity recycled poly· 
ester. It's durable, cleanable, versatile, 
luxurious. and available in 133 colors. 
Sensuede: It makes sense. 

www.sensuede.com 

Buffalo Natural 
Stone Shower Basins 

Take your bathroom from average 
to extraord inary. Our single piece 
shower basin is made of solid natural 
stone with no grout jo ints to clean 
or maintain. You will get a lifetime of 
clean, leak-proof performance. 

Each basin is custom-made in your 
choice of granite, marb le, quartz, 
or stone. 

buffalonsp.com 

method homes 
down to earth prefab 

Introducing the Balance S-M-L Series, 
featuring three simple structures 
designed to arrive 95 percent com
p lete. These efficiently designed 
spaces highlight Balance Associates 
Architects' custom detailing and 
natural modern aesthetics at p rices 
starting under $100,000. 

Also available: the Method Cabin by 
Balance. Coming soon: the Skylab 
Architecture prefab system. 

Tel. 206-789-5553 
methodhomes.net 

Square Cat Habitat 
Modern furniture designed for cats 
and their owners 

Stylish and functional, our eco
friendly line of cat furniture is a 
welcome addition to your modern 
decor. All products are made from 
100 percent renewable bamboo 
p lywood and sustainable design 
fiberboard. 

Shown: Baobab cat tree in bamboo. 

Tel. 503-449-7489 
squarecathabitat.com 

American Slate 

Let our premium quality, hand
crafted products inspire you to 
create one-of-a-kind, signature 
environments. Mined from premier 
quarries worldwide and selected 
for its natural strength and dramat ic 
beauty, American Slate is ideal 
for floors, walls, patios, fireplaces, 
pools. and more. 

Toll-free 866-602-7033 
americanslate.com/ dwell 



SLAB 
by Bevara Design House 

Bevara Design House is founded on 
the premise of responsible, practical, 
and lasting design. Our collections 
of furniture and accessories, includ
ing tables, beds, and shelving, are 
made from sustainable materials and 
with the rea l world in mind. 

Tel. 510-482-5750 
bevaradesign.com 

Lumens Light + Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

Offering the best in modern lighting, 
fans, and home accessories. Discover 
an impressive selection of design
focused lighting from more than 
300 fine manufacturers. Find world
renowned brands as well as artisan 
studios such as Oggetti, whose 
handcrafted collection features light
ing solutions in hand-blown Murano 
glass, many signed by the artists. 

lumens specializes in providing 
a comprehensive yet hand-p icked 
selection of quality products all 

Rakks® Shelving 
Systems 

Rakks is your source for sophisticated 
and flexible shelving solutions. Our 
L-Bracket system with aluminum 
shelves (shown) provides exceptional 
design flexibility for a wide range 
of storage and d isplay applications. 
Informat ion on our full line of wall
mounted and pole-supported 
shelving products can be found 
on our website. 

Toll-free 800-826-6006 
rakk.s.com 

• Lu mens.com· 
LIGHT+ LIVING 

with an eye on design. You'll find our 
friendly, expert service, low-price 
guarantee, free shipping, and easy, 
no-hassle returns are second to none. 

Trade professional? Join lumens 
Trade Program at lumens.com/ 
tradeprogram. 

Shown: Veneto Fili Pendant 
by Oggetti Luce. 

Toll-free 877-445-4486 
lumens.com 

Dalst Stone 
Wine Cellars 
Modern Wine Cellars
For Modern People 

Recycled cast-limestone wine 
alcoves offer an inert thermal mass 
that absorbs the earth's geothermal 
coolness. This temperature is then 
reradiated down through the bottles, 
creating an undisturbed "cold cham
ber• for your wine to age. 

Tel. 718-369-0019 
dalst.com 

Modern-Shed 
Small Prefab Structures 

A small, owner-run company located 
in Seattle, Washington, we strive 
to offer an affordable solution for 
the growing needs o f eco-conscious 
individuals and families. Creative 
solutions with a smaller foo tprint. 

Tel. 206-524-1188 
info@modem-shed.com 
modern-shed.com 

goodearthcanvas.com 

Give your space some peace of 
mind. Our large canvases reflect the 
transforming energy of this beautiful 
p lanet. We also have great Buddhist· 
and Asian-influenced images. 

Stretched on wooden bars, they 
arrive in big flat sturdy boxes, 
ready to hang. Just $199-$379 
with free shipping. 

Toll-free 888-245-0971 
goodearthcanvas.com 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays tribute to classic le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or 
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof, 
washable, and removable. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dogbar.com 



MiniLOO™ Toilet 

The miniLOQTM is manufactured out 
of heavy-gauge recycled stainless 
steel with optional powder coat fin
ishes (matte b lack shown). Utilizing a 
water-efficient dual flush in-wall tank, 
it offers either a 0.8 or 1.6 gallon 
flush. The miniLOO™'s sleek, com
pact off-floor mounting design allows 
for easy cleaning and accessibility. 

Toll-free 800-591-9050 
neo-metro.com 

LAXseries 
by V'IASHotud1os 

LAXseries 
by MASHstudios 

With solid wood construction and 
a dedication to timeless design, the 
LAXseries brings a sense of refine
ment and calm to your living space. 
The collection, which includes tables, 
seating, desks. shelving. and beds, 
f its seamlessly with any home decor. 

Tel. 310-313-4700 
info@laxseries.com 
laxseries.com 

Zwello 
Modern Living Done Well 

From Ylighting comes Zwello, your 
source for museum-worthy modern 
furnishings. Inspired by an American 
folk-a rt bird collected by Charles and 
Ray Eames, this authorized design 
by Vitra is crafted of lacquered solid 
alder and steel. 

Shown: Eames House Bird by Vitra. 

Toll-free 800-236-91 00 
zwello.com 

Sliding Door Hardware 

Slid ing doors make an impact in any 
environment and allow spaces to 
more seamlessly flow together. Our 
exposed bearing track system has 
an iconic and deliberate raw look 
and works with a wide range of door 
panels and door-opening widths. 

Krown Lab 
Te l. 503-292-6998 
krownlab.com 

Heckla 
The Ultimate Cookstove 

An attractive and efficient fireplace/ 
oven designed for both heating 
and baking-can reach up to 500°F. 
Comes with both an oven and a solid 
tray rack. Special spring handles 
enable ease of use with a compact 
look. Available in ten t ile colors and 
natural stone. Heats about 1,600 
square feet. 

Wittus - Fire by Design 
Tel. 914-764-5679 
wittus.com 

Conde House 
A New Collaboration 

A collection of interpretations 
and impressions. Handcrafted, 
essential forms. 

Furniture and objects with which 
to compose your own landscape. 

Shown: Rikyu Collection 
Lounge and Tsukaishi Table 
by Ted Boerner. 

PALETTE Contemporary 
Art & Craft 

Enhance your room decor with 
a colorful Bambu grouping. 

View Laura de Santillana's 21-inch 
tall vases at Dwell on Design in 
Los Angeles, June 26-28, 2009. 

Shown: Bambu Vases, 
Laura de Santillana. 

Tel. 505-855-7777 
palettecontemporary.com 

Conde House Showroom 
2 Henry Adams Street #291 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Tel. 41 5-864-8666 

cond ehouse.com 



WOW YOUR WALLS! 
Turn your memories into big, bright, and fun masterpieces! 

Customized art from your photos. 
Choose from 40 fun and unique 
designs printed up to 42" x 42" 
on paper or canvas and stretched 
or custom framed after you approve 
a proof. Great quality, prices, and 
services. 

Shown (left): A "Four-Panel Pop" 
design printed 42" x 42" on canvas 
and stretched with Z'-stretcher bars 
with color wrapped around the sides. 

Big Chill 

Get out of the box and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function
ality, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we left off was the 
chisel; no defrosting required! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
info@bigchillfridge.com 
bigchillfridge.com 

Shown (right): A "Texture" design 
printed 30' x 30" on canvas and 
framed with a black wood floater 
frame. 

All created from your favorite photos. 
All p riced under $500! It's easy and 
fun to WOW your walls! 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 

Modern Outdoor 

We help create wondrous residential 
and commercial outdoor settings. 
Furniture that is perfect for hotels, 
restaurants, parks, institutions and all 
manner of public spaces-also exqui· 
sitely suited for your personal spaces. 

Made in the U.S.A. honest lead t imes, 
environmentally conscious materi
als. Furniture by Modern O utdoor 
Designs. 

Tel. 818-785-0171 
modernoutdoor.com 

Stuv 21 / SSDF 
Double Face Fireplace with 
Retractable Door 

From the Stt'.iv21 series: a superbly 
designed and beautifully crafted 
wood burning f ireplace providing a 
totally unobstructed view of the fire. 
The glass doors slide upward and 
completely disappear. 

The 5tt'.iv2 1 series is available in a 
variety of sizes to suit various archi
tectural applications. 

Toll-free 866-487-7888 
stuvamerica.com 

avalisa 

avalisa designs and creates quality 
modern wall art, hand-tufted New 
Zealand wool rugs, games, fine-art 
prints. and designer cards and 
stationery. 

avalisa is a signature lifestyle brand 
that will bring enjoyment to adults 
and children alike for years to come. 

info@avalisa.com 
avalisa.com 

Naked Binder 
Green To Our Core 

Home-Office-Anywhere 

Imagine a b inder that is unique, 
strong, functional, and made of 
100 percent recycled paper fiber. 
Best of all, it's recyclable. 

Naked Binder is information storage 
in its purest, most elemental form. 
No p lastics, no vinyl, no harm. 

Tel. 877-446-2533 
nakedbinder.com 

Kinder Coat Hook 

The common coat hook gets a make
over with functional enhancements. 
An e legant curved shape supports 
any garment, avoiding the annoy· 
ing "bubble bulge" caused by most 
hooks. A seamless loop of brushed 
stainless steel with customizable 
faceplate gives the finishing touch 
to any interior. 

Tel. 508-698-0606 
theartofstorage.com 



Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or t raditional. 
Pre-designed or custom. 
Small, medium, large, or multifamily. 

Affordable. Real. Available now. 
Available in the U.SA. and Canada. 

Toll-free 877-379-4382 
info@hivemodular.com 
hivemodular.com 
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TEAKWAREHOUSE 
the only place for outdoor living 

teakwarehouse.com 
Teak Patio Furniture, Wholesale Prices 
Open to the Public! 

We supply retailers, hotels, resorts, 
architects, landscapers, and design
ers in the international market 
worldwide. 

Over 90,000 square feet of thousands 
of teak choices, all ready to go. Email 
for quotes. Teak your outdoors! 

Toll-free 866-937-8325 
salesOteakwarehouse.com 
teakwarehouse.com 

Liza Phillips Design 

ALTO Steps-handmade, modular 
rugs for your stairs. Available in 
several colorways, each w ith pat
terns and solids. Arrange them 
in any sequence. RugMark-certified. 

Tel. 845-252-9955 
lizaphillipsdesign.com 

Satellite 
The Rejuvenation of 
Mid-Century Modem 

Offering made-to-order light fixtures 
and hardware based on classic mid
century designs. 

The best modem designs look 
effortless and natural in homes, 
as if they have always belonged. 
Your house is calling. 

Visit us online and in our 
Portland and Seattle stores. 

Toll-free 888-401-1900 
satellitemodem.com 

DL.JTDDDR 
CCJLLECTICJns 

outdoorcollections.com 
All-Weather Wicker. Grade-A Teak. 
Wholesale Prices-Open to the 
Public! 

Suppliers to retailers, hotels, resorts, 
architects, landscapers, and design
ers in the international market world
wide. Over 90,000-square-feet of 
thousands of wicker and teak choices, 
all assembled and ready to go. Email 
for quotes. 

Toll-free 866-937-8325 
info@outdoorcollections.com 
outdoorcollections.com 
teakwarehouse.com 

The Sonia Versatile 
Collection 

The Sonia Versatile Collection for 
the bath offers numerous mix·and
match options and is created by 
pairing a frame with a console and 
countertop. The console box units 
aro composod of multilayor. 100 
percent water-resistant, marine
grade wood that can be paired with 
glass panels available in numerous 
colors and a graphic motif. 

Calvin Klein Home 

Calvin Klein Home introduces the 
new furniture and fabric collections 
for Spring 2009 and continues to 
offer modern essentials for bedding, 
bath, down, tabletop, gifts, table 
linens, and rugs. 

For furniture inquiries, 
call 888-822-5846. 

calvinldein.com 

Toll-free 888-SONIAUS 
sonia-sa.com 



An Elegant Look 

Precast concrete large-scale pavers 
in 20 sizes. Stepstone, Inc., has 
manufactured high quality p recast 
concrete products for over 35 years. 
Stepstone pavers are a perfect fit 
as hardscape elements or for roof. 
deck installations. Complete design 
specifications can be downloaded 
in PDF or CAD formats. Call for color 
and finish samples. 

Toll-free 800-572-9029 
stepstoneinc.com 

Foscarini Collection 
LBCLighting.com 

Foscarini Co llection of Italy brings 
together objects that express strong 
ideas with distinct characters of their 
own. Ideas are t ransformed into a 
tangible reality thanks to the contri
bution of lead ing personalities from 
the world of design. Foscarini lights 
up their creativity and guides their 
proposals. 

__ , ____ \ ~· 

Inhabit 

New modern bedding designs 
from Inhabit. Surround yourself 
with modern bedding collections, 
pillows, art and accessories, lighting, 
and award-winning embossed 
wall coverings. Well-thought-out 
selection, affordab ly priced, free 
shipping on orders over $200. 

Toll-free 888-830-5072 
inhabitliving.com 

To find out more about the Foscarini 
Collection, visit our website at 
lbclighting.com. 

Volume discount. Free shipping. 
Price-match guarantee. 

Toll free 800-522-0407 
lbclighting.coms 
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Dwell's Modern Market 

Formatted Ye- or \4-page four-color 
ads are available. For more informa
t ion p lease contact a Modern Market 
representative according to region. 

Angela Ames 
Brand Director 
Tel. 415-373-5122 
angela@dwell.com 

Esther McCulloch 
Arizona and California 
Tel. 310-393-5821 
esther@dwell.com 

John Kelly Furniture 

For over 20 years John Kelly has 
been traveling the world p resenting 
his extensive col lection of signature 
designs. View his entire collection 
of sustainable, contemporary fu rnish
ings. Over 300 standard products 
in stock for immediate delivery. 

Shown: Perseus with J1 Tallboy 
Chest. 

Tel. 212-625-3355 
johnkellyfurniture.com 

Joanne Lazar 
Southwest, Southeast, 
a1nd Mid-Atlantic regions 
Tel. 631-320-3185 
jlazar@dwel l.com 

Diane Maclean 
Northwest, Northeast, Midwest, 
and Canada regions 
Tel. 248-858-9094 
dmaclean@dwel l.com 

ISS Designs Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelv
ing system. ISS Designs combines 
a clean modern look with strength 
and ease of installation. Wall
mounted and pole-mounted options. 
Anodized aluminum hardware 
with custom shelves and cabinets 
for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
TOii-free 877-477-5487 
info@issdesigns.com 
issdesigns.com 



Turquoise 

Turquoise is a boutique interior
design company in Venice Beach. 
California. Principal designer Vanessa 
De Vargas specializes in modern and 
vintage design and in the restoration 
of heirloom pieces. 

Visit turquoise-la.com for Vanessa's 
portfolio, e-decorating virtual service, 
and more. 

turquoise.la@gmail.com 
turquoise-la.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the 
Modern Lo//ygagger 

Now it's time to rock! 

Loll products are American made 
using recycled materials. 

Shown: Four-Slat Rocking Chair 
with Satellite Side Table. 

lolldesigns.com 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

Award-winning Tasmanian artist 
Campbell Laird has been recognized 
by curators from SFMOMA and 
LACMA for his meditative abstrac· 
tions. Join collectors from NYC, LA, 
Tokyo, London, and Sydney. Archival, 
limited edition, eco-friendly artworks. 
Affordable, too! 

Shown: Boobyalla series. 

Tel. 310-915 5319 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 
campbelllairdstudio.com 

RabbitAir 
MinusA2"' Air Purifier 

Modern, innovative, ultraquiet, 
wall-mountable air purifier features 
six-stage filtration with customized 
filter and deodorization to purify 
the air you breathe. Unit comes 
with five-year warranty and lifetime 
2417 tech support. 

Save $20 by entering DMOS at 
checkout. 

Toll-free 888-866-8862 
rabbitair.com 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
iron, brass, and steel. Factory show
room open to public. Web/phone 
orders welcome. We ship anywhere. 
Free catalog. 

55 West 17th Street 
New York, New York 10011 
Toll-free 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

SHADESCAPES; 

Perfect Shade 

ShadeScapes shade umbrellas 
reflect nature's beauty through the 
combination of durable construction 
and stunning aesthetics. Both sleek 
and serene, these sophisticated can· 
opies invite you to enjoy the long· 
lasting allure of perfect composition. 
CLEstomize your shadescape by 
sel -ecting from 12 designs and over 
100 canopy colors. 

Toll-free 866-997-4233 
shadescapesusa.com/dwell 

GelPro® Gel-Filled Anti-Fatigue Floor Mats 

Love to cook, but hate hard kitchen 
floors? As seen on HGTV, Fine Living, 
and Food Network, GelProe mats 
are filled with a soft gel material that 
makes standing on even the hard· 
est floor a pleasure. Designer colors 
in traditional and exotic textures. 
Available in many sizes, and all mats 
are stain-resistant and easy to clean. 
Designed and assembled with pride 
in the U.S.A. Makes a great g ift for any 
cook, especially those with back pain 
or arthritis. 

Order yours today and stand in 
comfort! 

Toll-free 866-GEL-MATS (435-6287) 
gelpro.com 



Custom Modern Portraits 
Art from your DNA, Fingerprints, or Lips 

The world's most personalized art. 
Great gift idea. Printed on high
quality canvas. We send you 
an easy-to-use kit and instructions. 
Process is simple and painless. 
Each piece is as unique as you. 

DNA Portraits: Choose from 25 
colors and several size options. 
Combine multip le people's DNA 
on a single canvas. Swab-based 
collection method. $390+ 

Recycled Aluminum 
Tile 

Mix modern metal mosaics with 
character and texture. Explore our 
galleries of bamboo, cork, stone, 
linoleum, and recycled-g lass tiles 
and order samples online. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Shown: 2" x 2" mixed finishes, 
$35 per square foot. 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
Madison, WI 
Toll-free 866-250-3273 
ecofriendlyflooring.com 

Fingerprint Portraits: Thousands 
of color options. Collection kit 
includes ink strips and collection 
card. $190+ 

KISS Portraits: Turn lips into art. 
Includes M.A.C lipstick in collection 
kit. $290+ 

Toll-free 866-619-9574 
dna11.com 

Acme Made 
Modern Things for 
a Modern Lifestyle 

Acme Made designs a complete line 
of stylish yet protective bags, cases, 
and accessories for the creative 
professional. Available on line and 
through select retailers worldwide. 

Shown: The Designer Slim 
in Massive Paisley. 

Toll-free 888-486-3191 
info@acmemade.com 
acmemade.com 
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SC ULPT 
GARDENS 

Sculpt Gardens, Inc. 

We can t ransform your outdoor 
area. Sculpt Gardens uses natural 
elements as sculptural mediums to 
create low-maintenance landscapes 
built to fit your lifestyle. You will 
further enjoy your leisure t ime 
at home, and relax- or become 
inspired- in your customized corner 
of the outdoors. 

San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-553-7737 
sculpt-gardens.com 

RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space- keep your light! 
We specialize in beautiful space 
dividing systems designed to create 
private environments without sac· 
rificing natural light . System choices 
include: slid ing, bypassing, pocket, 
folding, pivot, and fixed. 

--1~ 
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Modern Mailboxes 
By mailboxes.co.nz 

Ttie modern home deserves a mod
ern mailbox. We have a complete 
range. We are from New Zealand 
and ship worldwide. Check out the 
"modern" page on our website. 

mailboxes.co.nz 

A variety of frames and translucent 
layers to choose from. Now available 
in1 standard sizes through our Quick 
Ship program! Visit our website for 
more details. 

Tel. 212-421-0641 
raydoor.com 



complete your space 
with an 
affordable, 

• 
canvas 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
affordable, strong, and stylish art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
with archival inks on rich cotton 
canvas. They arrive to your door 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
An original painting is expensive 
and hard to find; a poster or print 
is just a copy ... our m-dc canvases 
bridge the gap! 

allpopart.com - 877 728.9278 

a llPopart.com 

Take a snapshot and have us make it 
into a hand-illustrated canvas portrait. 
Easy ordering and pricing online. 
View your proof within one week for 
your approval or modifications and 
receive it within seven days. 

Shown: W arhol style 16" x 20" 

on gallery wrap canvas. Visit our 
Samples Gallery at allpopart.com. 
Free shipping. 

Toll free 877-728-9278 
allpopart.com 

Get a big modern canvas and trans
form your space today. We offer 
amazing prices: $199 for a three-foot 
size, up to our jumbo, f ive-foot canvas 
for just $379. Free shipping on all 
orders. Call us or shop 24/7 on our 
secure website. 

Toll-free 888-345-0870 
md-canvas.com 

Address Numbers 

Largest selection of architectural 
address numbers. Forty-one d ifferent 
styles- from modern to traditional. 
Twelve finishes-satin and anodized 
aluminum, bronze, and others. 
Sizes 2" to 24 •. Lifetime warranty. 

Shown: Ribbon D eep/satin alumi

num; Ribbon Condensed/satin alu
minum; Copperplate/patina bronze; 
Architectural/oxidized bronze. 

Tel. 818-503-9443 
architecturalnumbers.com 

Seascapes 

We specialize in building custom 
light fixtures, in-house printed lamp
shade fabric, table and floor lamps, 
and wall sconces. We work with 
wood, acrylic, metal, and over 
75 fabrics including silks, veneers, 
linens, and natural plant fibers. 

Call or fax for a quotation and 
40-page color catalog. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
Fax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

MoMA Design Store 

New from the MoMA Design Store 
are the "Unfinished Clocks" from 
designers Yve Thelermont and 
David Hupton. This atypica l version 
of a typical clock is designed to 
be displayed at the edge of a shelf 
or mantel. Eye-catching, it appears 
to bo only tho top portion of o dock, 

but its hands fully rotate. Made of 
powder-coated steel with aluminum 
hands. One AA battery included. 
Round/red or rectang le/white, $46. 

OFORTHE I M•MBER 
PLAN El: 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art ... the Cirque ceiling fan, a 
high-performance dynamic sculpture, 
Good Design Award winner. View 
mahogany and multico lored blade 
versio ns on our website. Includes 
50-watt light and touch control 
system, remote control available. 
Lifetime warranty. Buy great fan and 
lighting designs on our website or 
call Monday through Friday from 
7 AM to 5PM PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
g2art.com 

Visit momastore.org to order online, 
request a catalog, or for store 
locations. 

Toll-free 800-447-6662 
momastore.org 



Hook and Go 
The Smart Cart 

It is the most functional cart avail
able for anyone who regularly shops 
at farmers' markets. Simple, easy 
to assemble and store, ideal for 
shoppers on the go." says Dexter 
Carmichael of the Ferry Plaza 
Farmers' Market. Transport up to 
70 pounds, or eight shopping bags, 
with ease and convenience. Folds 
compactly, minimal assembly, 
just 6'h pounds. 

FORDBRADY 

FORDBRADY features contemporary 
furniture, lighting, natural products, 
and accessories that emphasize 
global design trends while remain
ing functional, beautiful, and unique. 
Many items feature exotic and 
eco-friendly materials such as 
organic silk, reclaimed hardwood, 
and recycled metals. 

Tel. 213-620-1066 
fordbrady.com 

"My customers love how easy the 
Hook and Go's can be set up, broken 
down, and they take up little space 
in their cars."-Greta Dunlap, 
Farmers' Market Manager, Beverly 
Hills Recreation and Parks 

Photo: Dennis Anderson 

Bay Crossings 
Ferry Building #22 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Tel. 415-362-0717 
hookandgo.c:om 

Dwell on Design 

Join the editors of Dwell for the 
West Coast's largest modern design 
event showcasing the people, 
products, and ideas driving design 
and architecture today. 

Design conference, exhibition, 
home tours, and special events. 

June 26--28, 2009 at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center. 

Dwell on Design 
Los Angeles Convention Center 
dwellondesign.com 

h %rrore , u, ,an. 

Feel More Human 

Shop. Explore. We look in the obvi
ous places, peek around corners, 
and turn over the unassuming stones 
for products, information, and 
resources that support a balanced 
and eco-conscious modern lifestyle. 
Get inspired by great design; 
stay informed with original content. 
Member of 1 % For the Planet. 

Toll-free 877-42HUMAN 
feelmorehuman.com 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com
mercial period lighting fixtu res and 
handblown g lass shades that do not 
hint at style-they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over 50 years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, O regon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com 

Shades of Green Landscape Architecture 
Sustainable by Design, Innovative by Nature 

Shades of Green is a full-service 
landscape architecture firm offering 
original design solutions tailored 
to the client's needs. Designing resi
dential and commercial projects in 
California and beyond. 

Sausalito, CA 
Tel. 415-332-1485 
shadesofgreenla.com 



l lchStyle~. 16"x20" on gallery wrap canvas retroPop~ - Autumn Peta ls, 20"x16" on gallery wrap canvas geometncStyle ~. 16'x20' on gallery wrap canvas . . 

LIFESTYLE BECOMES ART 
TM 

Take a snapshot and have us 
make ft Into a stunning digita lly 
hand-Illustrated canvas portrait. 

- Easily order online and upload. email 
or mail your photos. 

- Preview your design within 3-5 days 
and request changes. if needed. 

- Receive your portrait within one 
week. 

- Checkout mom's smile when she 
opens the box! 

But. don't take our word for it! Visit 
allpopart.com to view our before and 
after samples from our award winning 
illustrators and to read some praise 
from our customers. 

. . ............. . 

w•rholStyle~ peroon•hzed portra1t 24"X20' on gallery wr•p canvea, $243 



AFM Safecoat 
619-239-0321 
afmsafecoat.com 

American Silk/Sensuede 
sensuede.com 

Alno 
alno.com 

Ardinea 
ardinea.it 

Armstrong Flooring 
armstrong.com 

Bartels 
bartelsusa.com 

BEHR Products 
behr.com 

Bulthaup 
800-808-2923 
bulthaup.com 

CaesarStone Quartz Surfaces 
877-978-2789 
caesarstoneus.com 

Cherner Chairs 
866-243-7637 
chemerchair.com 

Cosentino 
866-countertops 
silestoneusa.com 

Environment Fumiture 
323-935-1330 
environment-furniture.com 

epOxygreen 
epoxygreen.com 

Ernestomada 
ernestomeda.com 

Flor 
866-281-3567 
flor.com 

Fagor 
201-804-3900 
fagoramerica.com 

Heath Ceramics 
415-332-3732 
heathceramics.com 

Highbrow Furniture 
886-329-0219 
highbrowfumiture.com 

Hive 
866-MOD·HIVE 
hivemodem.com 

Hunter Douglas 
hunterdouglas.com 

Kashi 
kashi.com 

Contact Our 
Advertisers 

Keen Footwear 
keenfootwear.com 

Kohler 
800-4-KOHLER 
kohler.com 

Lacava 
888-S22-2823 
lacava.com 

Lincoln 
lincoln.com 

Lu mens 
677-445-4466 
lumens.com 

Lutron 
800-523-9466 
lutron.com 

Marvin Windows and Doors 
600-268-7644 
marvin.com 

MINI USA 
866-275-6464 
miniusa.com 

Modern Fan 
888-588-3267 
modernfan.com 

Moen 
800-BUY·MOEN 
moen.com 

Nani Marquina 
011-34-932-376-465 
nanimarquina.com 

Neo-Metro 
800-591-9050 
nee-metro.com 

Netherlands Board of Tourism 
and Conventions 

coolcapitals.com 

Odegard 
800-670-8836 
odegardinc.com 

Pedini 
800-404-0004 
pediniusa.com 

Roche Bobois 
800-717-2747 
roche·bobois.com 

Room &Board 
800-486-6SS4 
roomandboard.com 

Rutt Handcrafted Cabinetry 
717-3S1-1700 
ruttcabinetry.biz 

Scavolini 
011-39-0721-443-333 
scavolini.com 

When contacting our advertisers, 
please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 

The Sliding Door Co. 
slidingdoorco.com 

Spark Modem Fires 
866-938-3846 
sparkfires.com 

Stu a 
stua.com 

Swim Ex 
swimex.com 

Trane 
trane.com 

Uponor 
uponor-usa.com 

Verizon 
verizon.com 

W Hollywood Residences 
whollywoodresidence.com 

YLighting 
888-888-4449 
ylighting.com 
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Foreclosure affects more than just you. 

It affects your whole family. 
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A mill ion families will face losing their homes 

this year. Cal l today for real help and guidance. 

Because nothing is worse than doing not hing . 

1-888-995-HOPE 
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Painting the nursery? 
Trust the only paint 
formulated for 
doctors to meet the 
needs of chemically 
sensitive patients. 

IAFMI 
safecoaf 
www.af m safecoat .com 

53 My House 
Cinco Patas al Gato Architect 
cincopatasalgato.com 
Kitchen furniture by Aran 
aranworld .it 
Gas cooktop and oven 
byAriston 
ariston.it 
Refrigerator by Samsung 
samsung.com 
CH 07 egg-carton lamp 
by Eugenio Menjivar 
eugeniomenjivar.com 
Giant leaf shade by Ikea 
ikea.com/us 
Panton chair by Vitra 
vitra.com 
Main bathroom faucet, 
shower, and bathtub 
from the Solace collection 
by Moen 
moen.com 
Sherwin-Williams paint 
sherwinwilliams.com 

62 Off the Grid 
Turnbull Griffin Haesloop Architects 
tgharchitects.com 
Rammed Earth Works 
rammedearthworks.com 
Earth Architecture 
eartharchitecture.org 

68 Dwell Reports 
Don Norman 
jnd.org 
Xenon three-hole basin mixer V1 16 
by Samuel Heath 
samuel·heath.com 
Oblo wall-mounted 
lavatory faucet by Kohler 
us.kohler.com 
Wosh ZW1192.1880 single-lever 
basin mixer by Zucchetti 
zucchettidesign.it 
Tara. single-hole basin mixer 
by Dornbracht 
dornbracht.com 
C·blu from the Bluprint Collection 
by AquaBrass 
aquabrass.com 
Axor Citterio M single-lever 
basin mixer by Hansgrohe 
hansgrohe·int.com 
Axiom EcoPower sensor faucet 
by Toto 
totousa.com 

74 Dwell Home II 
Escher GuneWardena 
egarch.net 
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
jpl.nasa.gov 

80 Richard Rogers 
Rogers Stirk Harbour+ Partners 
richardrogers.co.uk 
Cities for a Small Planet: 
Reith LectuA!s by Richard Rogers 
(Faber and Faber, 1997) 
Royal Academy of Arts 
royalacademy.org.uk 
Design for Manufacture 
designformanufacture.info 
London Olympics 
london2012.com 
Channel4 
channel4.com 
Uoyd's of London 
lloyds.com 
Centre Pompidou 
centrepompidou.fr 
Bodegas Protos 
bodegasprotos.com 
Terminal S, Heathrow Airport 
terminalS.ba.com 
One Hyde Park 
onehydepark.com 

88 Werner Sobek 
Werner Sobek Engineering and Design 
wernersobek.com 
Illinois Institute ofTechnology 
iit.edu 
Velcro 
velcro.com 
Mercedes-Benz 
mbusa.com 
Mercedes-Benz Museum 
museum·mercedes·benz.com 
Suvarnabhumi International Airport, 
Bangkok 
bangkokairportonline.com 

96 Terunobu Fujimori 
Fujimori Teronobu ArchitectuA! 
by Terunobu Fujimori 
(Toto Shuppan, 2007) from 
William Stout Architectural Books 
stoutbooks.com 
Institute of Industrial Science, 
the University of Tokyo, Japan 
iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/index_e.html 
Jinchokan Mariya 
Historical Museum 
389-1 Miyagawa Takabe, 
Chino City. Nagano, Japan 
Lamune Hot Spring House 
7676-2 Nagayu, Naori-machi, 
Takeda City, O ita, Japan 
Tsubaki (Camellia) Castle 
16 7 Nomashi Wada, Oshima·machi 
Tokyo, Japan ' 

114 Design Finder 
Branch 
branchhome.com 
Cradle to Cradle 
by William McDonough and 
Michael Braungart 
(North Point Press, 2002) 
mbdc.com/book 
Chris Johanson 
chrisjohanson.com 
Michael Ba rtalos 
bartalos.com 



Coolade pitcher and glasses 
by Andi Koval for Esque 
branchhome.com 
Millennium towels 
(shown in green) 
by Bonjour 
branchhome.com 
AUM reclaimed sailcloth bag 
(shown in Net) by Stuart Sproule 
and Barnaby Killam 
branchhome.com 
Cain Collection chair 
(shown in blue) 
by Seth Eshelman for Staach 
branchhome.com 

116 A BC 
Ball chair 
eero·aarnio.com 
Luis Barragan 
barragan-foundation.org 
Harry Bertoia 
bertoiaharry.com 
Andrea Branzi 
andreabranzi.it 
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 
som.com 

118 Kitchen Design 101 
Arclinea 
arclinea.11 
Bulthaup 
bulthaup.com 
Aga 
aga-ranges.com 
Taps by Dornbracht 
dombracht.com/en 
Oven by Miele 
miele.com 
Cooktop by Gaggenau 
gaggenau.com/US_en/home.do 
Sub-Zero 
subzero.com 
"Bespoke" fabric 
by Paul Smith for Mahar.am 
maharam.com 
"Avalon• backsplash tiles 
by Ann Sacks 
annsacks.com 
Stools by Jasper Morrison 
jaspermorrison.com 
Pendants by Karim Rash id 
karimrashid.com 
Appliances by GE 
geappliances.com 
Dzine 
dzine.com 
Boffi 
boffi.com 
Johnny Grey Studios 
johnnygrey.com 
Henrybuilt 
henrybuilt.com 

144 Finishing Touch 
Surfacedesign 
sdisf.com 

Nature Is the Best 
Designer We Know 

New York Showroom 
870 61u.,<.1wo~ 
New Yon-. NY 10003 

South Coast Plaza Showroom 
3333 Bear St .. Suite 225 
Cos ta Mesa. CA 92&2& 

envlronmentfumlture.com 

9nvironment. 
Organic Contemporary Furniture 





Sorry, high .fruetose eor11 syrufJ. 
/here's 11ot t!.11ough rot>Af 
,·,, th,.s gra11ola har far all o.f us. 

At Kashl, we- put good stu// '" our faod so you gd good stu// out o/ If. 
Thanf:.s to se,ve,i whole, gra,,,s a"d whoksohff!- f,,gre,die,,,ts, our gr-a,,ola bar's pac.i:. 

hfor'f!- ba11g ,-,, e..vuy bite. A"d fate stu/f? It goes hohfe. a/o,,e. Visit us at l::..a.shl.co.+r 
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7 whole grains on a mission'" 

C..opyrg t d rT' r I 




