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Suspended 30 feet in the air, sandwiched 

between camera equipment, a film director 

and an Academy Award'" -nominated 

•I 

Every artist has his muse, and in this case, 

it's a stunning 300-horsepower BMW 24 

Roadster. With a 0-60 time of 5.1 seconds· 

BMW2009 
Theall-new 
Z4 Roadster 

actor stands artist Robin Rhode. The and a new 7-speed Double Clutch 

circumstances that brought him to this 

moment reside directly below - a 

1 00 x 200-foot white canvas. Located stage 

left sits an all-new 2009 BMW Z4 Roadster 

rigged with gallons of paint. What will unfold 

over the next seven hours is a secret Robin's 

not ready to divulge. Perhaps it's because he 

doesn't know. In truth it's because he doesn't 

have the slightest inclination. The lights dim. 

The Z4 engine roars. Action. 

But first let's start at the beginning. The very 

beginning. In 1975 Alexander Calder put 

paint to car and transformed a BMW 3.0 into 

a piece of art. In the nearly 35 years that 

followed, influential artists from Warhol to 

Lichtenstein to Holzer would embellish 

BMWs with their own personal creative 

visions. Built on the idea that only an 

Transmission to enhance driving pleasure, 

every detail of this Roadster has been 

meticulously crafted and reengineered. 

From the pampered interior that dons 

stitched leather and wood trim to the 

elegant and sporty lines of the exterior to 

the new retractable hardtop, this joyful Z4 

experience redefines the art of driving. 

To introduce their Roadster to the world, 

BMW commissioned South African artist 

Robin Rhode to literally capture the joy and 

spontaneous emotion of the Z4 drive. But 

rather than a BMW serving as the canvas 

like it did in the past, it will now become the 

paintbrush. But what does joy look like? 

How do you convey 

something so personal, 

so abstract? You start with 

color. Robin chose five -

yellow, red, blue, green 

and gray - each color 

rooted in BMW Art Car 

heritage. To Robin this 

painting should live as 

an homage to all the 

great artists before him. 

His joy was inspired by 

1-800-334-4BMW 
ExpressionOfJoy.com 

The Ultimate 
Driving Machine-

control would allow Robin to regulate how 

much paint would be applied and to which 

specific tire. To document this art creation, 

BMW partnered with director Jake Scott of 

RSA Films. His vision was to design an 

elaborate camera grid consisting of over 

40 HD cameras above and around the canvas 

to ensure that every inch was covered. But as 

the day of the event arrived, one question 

remained unanswered: What would this 

painting look like? If Robin knew, he wasn't 

telling. His abstract painting would be created 

spontaneously, driven by the emotion of the 

moment A rough sketch would be his guide, but 

the rest remained under lock and key in his head. 

And so the beginning brings us to the end: 

Robin hovering over a blank canvas. Below, 

foreign press, art journalists and actor/art 

enthusiast Dennis Hopper wait anxiously for 

what will unfold. Maybe they'll witness an epic 

disaster. Or maybe they'll witness the beauty 

of an artist within his moment. Whatever they 

are about to see is a secret Robin isn't ready 

their joy. to divulge. Perhaps it's because he doesn't 

know. In truth it's because he doesn't have 

On November 2, 2008, the large bay doors of the slightest inclination. 

independent company could offer the Downey Studios opened, and a parade of 

freedom that artists require, these Art Cars 

became symbols of BMW's commitment to 

the arts and laid the foundation for this latest 

creative endeavor. 
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forklifts brought in the massive canvas. Across 

Los Angeles, intricate paint dispensers were 

engineered to the 24 to precisely capture the 

Roadster's fingerprint as it drives. A remote 

The lights dim. The Z4 engine roars. Action. 

To witness what happened next, visit 

ExpressionOfJoy.com. 
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hivemodern.com 

Eames· Lounge Chair and Ottoman, 1956 - George Nelson., Platform Bench, 1946 for Herman ~Mier•. 

herman miller sale' - save 15% plu" frt;e shipping - June 6th - 26th! 
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herman miller knoll kartell flos vltra artifort alessi alias fritz hansen cassina cherner emeco heller iittala montis and more! 

visit www.hivemodern.com or call toll free 1 866 663 4483 
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Define your Design 
atLUXE HOME 
LuxeHome offers over 30 world renowned brands 

for kitchen, bath, and building products at The 

Merchandise Mart, in Chicago. This 100,000 square 

foot luxury shopping destination is designed for 

discerning homeowners and trade professionals 

seeking the best for new home building and 

renovation projects. What's more, LuxeHome 

features 11 distinctive showrooms that offer 
leading-edge tile and stone surfaces. These t ile 

and stone products use the most advanced 

technology, and deliver beauty, durability and 

sustainability showcased in today's modern homes. 

At LuxeHome you will find innovations that set the 

trend for the most inspired designs. Visit the 

Chicago showrooms today and learn about the 

latest in new technologies, finishing techniques, 

colors, sizes and recycled materials. Check out 

great products from brands like Ann Sacks, Artistic 

Tile, Hastings Tile & Bath, and Porcelanosa USA. 

Hastings Tile & Bath 
Hastings Tile & Bath is prou:q to introduce the new Chelsea 
Bath Collection including tub, vessel sink, pedistal sink and 
mirror. The Chelsea collection is paired with the stunning 
new Horn full bodied porcerain tile. Horn tile shown in all 
3 sizes and colors. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Shop M-F 9 am-5 pm & SAT 1 O am-3 pm 
For more information contact LuxeHome Concierge 312.527.7939 
The Merchandise Mart • Chicago 
Visit us at luxehome.com 

Ann Sacks 
Selvaggio (wild in Italian) is a 
stunning dramatic presenta
tion for both walls and floors 
and can be used as field tile 
or cut into borders or drops. 

Rosa shown with spool 
concrete lavatory and console 
and one~ lavatory set 

Porcelanosa USA 
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Artistic Tile 
Ambra: A dimensional, hand
sculpted stone tile inspired by 
the four fundamental elements 
of nature and created by Ital
ian artisan Giovanni Barbieri 
exclusively for Artistic Tile. 
The undulating pattern is 
crafted with a unique finishing 
technique that gives the tile 
an illusion of softness. 
Available in three soothing 
color ways. 

Porcelanosa's wall tile series, entitled Shine, is available in three 
colors. Shine Laton is pictured here. Also available in Shine 
Aluminio and Shine Dark, this large format rectified tile features 
a high gloss, almost lacquered sheen. Shine wall tile by 
Porcelanosa is sure to make any room in your home stand out. 



PREVIEW SHOWROOMS AT adbuilding.com 

• SHOWROOMS 

Allmilmo of NY • Artistic Tile • B&B ltalia/Arclinea Kitchens • Bilotta Kitchens • Boffi A&D • Brown Jordan 

Cavendish Grey • Clive Christian New York • Davis & Warshaw • Edward Fields Carpet Makers 

Euro Design Interiors • Exquis ite Surfaces • GE Monogram • Harmil Carpel • Hastings Tile & Bath 

Holly Hunt NY • Listone Giordano • Marmo Arredo • Miele • Neff Kitchen Studios • Paris Ceramics 

Poggenpohl • Poliform • SieMatic • Smeg USA • Snaidero USA New York • St. Charles of NY • Studium 

Sub-Zero/Wolf • Valli & Valli USA • Varenna Kitchens/Poliform • Wood- Mode/American Classic Kitchens 

New York's 
Ultimate 
Luxury 
Showroom 
Resource for 
Kitchen, 
Bath, Tile, 
Stone, 
Appliances 
and Home 
Furnishings 

LUXEHOME" 
Now in 4 Cities: 

Chicago Merchandise Mart 
New York A&D Building 

Washington (DC) Design Center 
Boston Design Center 

www.luxehome.com 
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No potpourri. 
No k~ickknacks. 
Only the bare 
essentials. 
My bathroom was 
designed1 

for my world. 1 

The modern 
Icon'" faucet by Moen~ 
Qesigned for Life. Yours. 

.. 

tl(J MOEN 
Buy it for looks. Buy it for life.® 

1-800-BUY-MOEN • www.moen.com 
Icon faucet available at plumbing showrooms. 
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Editor's Note 

80 
Downshifting & Second Gehry 
Living space is at a premium, but t hese 
two families who have dared to dre am small 
understand the simple pleasures afforded 
by tight quarters. 

Dwellings 

82 
A Narrow Victory 
Compact living isn't a challenge for 
Michael Finger, Joanne Kennedy, baby 
Esther, and eager nine-year-old Jonah. 
When noroof architects renovated t heir 
New York City apartment, they paid 
great attention to storage solution1s and 
pirate ships. 
Story by Sarah Rich 
Photos by Raimund Koch 

90 
Compound Addition 
After acquiring a modest abode in L.A.'s 
Beverly Glen, architects Hadley and Peter 
Arnold purchased the property next door, 
thoughtfully developing both into an 
ecologically responsible refuge that takes 
advantage of the idyllic canyon di mes. 
Story by Sarah Amelar 
Photos by Catherine Ladner 

98 
Orchard Jam 
Andrew McKenzie proves that you can 
go home again, as the Kiwi musician settles 
into a two-story, tune-friendly space in 
an apple orchard, right next door to his 
childhood home. 
Story by Guy Somerset 
Photos by Patrick Reynolds 

1.0..6 
Waste Opportunity 
Plumbing the depths of the global sanita
tion crisis, Virginia Gardiner explores a 
growing problem that should bring toilets 
from taboo to top of mind and make solu
tions a number-one priority. 
Story by Virginia Gardiner 
Illustrat ions by Leif Parsons 

Cover: Finger-Kennedy Apartment, 
New York City, page 82 
Photo by Raimund Koch 
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In the Modern World 
Put a napkin in your lap and pick up a fork 
and knife as we bring you a heaping helping 
of new products and furniture and a tasty 
Square Meal prepared to satiate your cul
tural cravings. 

51 
My House 
Polishing a 100-year-old, 400-squ.are-foot 
barn in Oakland, California, into a meticu
lously finished two-story house took Tolya 
and Otto Stonorov longer than expected, 
but the renovation proved a t idy transfor
mation that was well worth the wait. 

5.8 
Off the Grid 
Subzero frosts and high-heat waves are 
not a problem for Peter Kuczia's lakeside 
getaway in Poland, which weathers extreme 
climate shifts in efficient, affordable style. 

6..6 
Dwell Reports 
Our expert organizer Standolyn Robertson 
peeks behind the closet door, illuminating 
the options that will help you tidy up that 
unruly laundry pile once and for all. 

Z2 
Profile 
Norwegian architecture firm Jarmund/ 
Vigsnoes finds inspiration in the very trials · 
that others perceive as limitations and 
the necessity of architectural compromise. 

"I love small projects on difficult 
sites and small budgets." 

Einar Jarmund 
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twentytwentyone talk kitsch versus collect
ible and the integrity of good design. 
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Airports 101 
Modern air travel is about far more than 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

Ooops!..:W~. Built It Again 
When it comes to levying blame for our current eco
nomic woe there is no shortage of culprits to castigate. 
When I do it, it goes something like this: First, I blame 
the irresponsible borrowers who bit off more than they 
could chew by buying a new house with three garages 
60 miles away from where they work, even though they 
hadn't even paid off their Bowflex. Then, I denounce 
the decades of work by those foolhardy bureaucrats who 
were bent on the deregulation that enabled those bor
rowers to get loans for both their new homes and their 
Bowflexes. Next, I take a big bite out of the buccaneer 
bankers who bundled those bad loans into default credit 
swaps and bought big houses on Long Island. After that, 
I get red in the face at the once-sound institutional 
giants that mistook themselves for drunks at some two
bit casino and gambled on insuring the infallibility of 
those swashbuckling bundles. Somewhere in there, I'll 
tum on a TV and get fired up at the mainstream media's 
inability to do anything other than propagate the estab
lishment's status quo. Finally, I'll save my biggest finger 
to wag at the elected officials who bail out the now
failed institutions with taxpayer money that then buys 
lobbyists who funnel the money back to the elected 
officials so they vote for exactly what the institutions 
want-like another round of bailouts.And just when 
I think I'm ready to let go and maybe simply enjoy a 
glass of wine after a long day of work, I get to thinking 
about another culprit whose complicity in this whole 
mess has yet to be fully exposed or discussed, and that's 
bad design. You heard me right, bad design! 

Bad design has become so ingrained that it's basi
cally part of our national identity- as American as an 
Applebee's Sizzling Apple Pie Skillet Sensation®. As proof, 
I offer you the recently opened Capitol Visitor Center, 
where you'll find sso,ooo gleaming square feet of it
think homeland security meets half-baked neoclassi
cism meets Embassy Suites- right under the nose of our 
democratic process. 

Sure, the Capitol Visitor Center didn't cause this 
mess; it's merely a telltale symptom of the greater pan
demic. The real problem is the root thoughtlessness, 
both programmatic and aesthetic, that informs design 

Sam Grawe, Editor·in·Chief 
sam@dwell.com 

Dwell 

decisions made around the country on a daily basis. 
You'll sometimes hear architects talk about a building 
having good bones. Well, badly designed buildings have 
bad bones. How many schemes have you seen to trans
form foreclosed exurban housing into viable multi
family homes? Not many, I reckon. Why? Bad bones. 
Their design was focused on wooing prospective home
buyers with features such as impressive double-height 
foyers, facades that bring new meaning to the term 
"historical fiction," and a feel-good array of surface 
options.As long as the house sells, who cares how much 
energy was wasted in making it, or how crummy the 
"bones" no one sees are? But with housing starts down 
more than 80 percent in some areas, and the very nature 
of once-assured systems being completely overhauled, 
there has never been a better time to care. 

For years, our magazine has been prognosticating 
that this simply couldn't go on unabated. It's not that 
we wanted people to lose their jobs or homes, but being 
nice modernists, we wanted to point out that there 
are better ways of doing things. So we championed the 
revival of once-forlorn downtowns and people who saw 
the good bones to work with there. Density makes for 
a richer cultural experience and also lessens the environ
mental impacts of building and living.As the average 
American home grew in scale (to about 2,500 square feet 
in 2004, according to the National Association of Home 
Builders), we told stories about people who dared to 
dream a little smaller-like the residents in this issue, 
who all inhabit spaces smaller than 1,000 square feet, 
and not just in cramped megacities. If good design 
decisions can allow one family of three (and a dog) 
to live happily in a mere 400 square feet ("My House," 
p. 51), then imagine the benefits that would come 
with replicating that model on a massive scale. 

Right now, we must be cognizant of making good 
decisions in order to avoid bad design, but given the 
uncertainty of what were once certainties, we may not 
have that luxury forever. If we're ever going to wean 
ourselves off of our bad habits, we need to quit them 
while we still have the choice-and thinking small 
is just a start. u11 
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it all! Prepare perfect pancakes, 

put some sizzle in your steak, or 

serve up a classic grilled cheese 

sandwich. Cleanup is simple 

since the removable places go 

right into the dishwasher! Cook, 

enjoy, and clean up in no time! 

Cuisinart 
s A v 0 R T II E c 0 0 0 L I r e· 

www.cuisinart.com 

Bed Bath & Beyond • Macy's • Chefs 
Sur La Table • Amazon.com 
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Black Rocks 4170 Smoky Ash 

Dusty Stones 4040 Metallic Black 

,-

Organic White 4600 

Buttermilk 4220 

Introducing 8 New Expressive Colors 
CaesarStone's unique ingenuity and ability to influence trends can be captured in a remarkable 
new lineup of surfaces that push the boundaries of creativity. The Color Expression '09 Collection 
offers an impressive recycled line, a new matte-hammered texture, and the first and only black 
metallic-accent surface - all covered for life by our Lifet ime' Warrant y. 

7185 

6140 

Chocolate Truffle 6350 

To learn more about CaesarStone's Color Expression '09 Collection, 
please visit www.CaesarStoneUS.com/expression © caesarstone® 

Quartz Surfaces 
* Some restrictions apply. Copies of our Lifetime Warranty are available at authorized dealers. 

Learn more by visiting www.CaesarStoneUS.com or calling 877.978.2789. 
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warholStyte~ personalized portrait 24' x20" on gallery wrap canvas 

LIFESTYLE BECOMES ART™ 

Take a snapshot and have us 
make it into a stunning digitally 
hand-illustrated canvas portrait. 

- Easily order online and upload, email 
or mail your photos. 

- Preview your design within 3-5 days 
and request changes, if needed. 

- Receive your portrait within one week. 

- Checkout dad's smile when he opens 
the box! 

But. don't take our word for it! Visit 
allpopart.com to view our before and after 
samples from our award winning illustrators 
and to read some praise 
from our customers. 



I was happy to see the March 2009 

issue dedicated to Austral ian and New 

Zealand architecture. I've witnessed 

the cultural overtone of modern design 

in the expanse of Australian envi ron
ments for years and have wondered 

why they are so ahead of the curve. 

My last visit Down Under was about a 
year ago, and the new signature of 
Aussie architecture was clear: Em brace 

the climate and all that surrounds you. 
From the o utback to the beachfront to 

the main streets of Sydney, the design 

concepts glorified the elements of 

space available to the designer. It is 

because of the continent 's diverse 
climates that you see such a vast range 

of reflective architecture. It makes me 

ask myself, "What am I doing here?" 

Jane Chapman 
Greenwich, Connecticut 

I am a freelance writer from Brooklyn, 
New York, and o ne of my jobs is 

to write brief synopses of articles that 

focus on New Zealand for a website 

that acts as a watering ho le for expatri
ate New Zealanders around the world 

(nzedge.com/media). I was ordered to 

buy a copy of your March 2009 issue

since it featured the country quite 
prominently- to see if there was any

thing worth writ ing about. 
My work forces me to spend a lot 

of time fl ipping t hrough magazines, 

and I have to say that reading Dwell 

was a blissful experience. The ca liber 

of writ ing is in a league of its own, 
even reminiscent of my only subscrip

t ion, the New Yorker. I have no reason 
to contact you except to say that in 

a time when print media is tightening 

it s belt across the board, I am glad 
to see someone so handily producing 
material that is not only relevant b ut 

eloquent, thorough, and infused with
dare I say it- wisdom. I went immedi

ately to your website and subscribed 

for a year. 

Kudos to your writers, most notably 
Jeremy Hansen. 

Richard Duke 
Brooklyn, New York 

It was so exciting to come across "On 
the Porch" (March 2009). As a designer 

for a small, eco-minded design-build 

Dwell 

company, Environs Residential Design 

and Const ruction, I always try to incor

porate a front porch in our renovations 

and new const ruction projects. I was 

glad to see that Dwel l recognizes that 
modernism, sustainability, and front

porch living sho uld go hand-in-hand 

w hen designing a g reat ho use. 

Dawn Landau 
Atlanta, Georgia 

There is an article in the March 2009 

Learning from Down Under issue t it led 

"On the Porch," in which the author, 

Drew Himmelstein, laments a lack of 

porches and outdoor spaces in mod
ern architecture. Take heart! I know 

of one sensitive architect. 

Our house in New Orleans was 
flooded d uring Hurricane Katrina, so 

we decided to build anew on the same 
lot . Through a rather interesting turn 
of events, we began working with local 

architect Byron Mouton of Bild Design 

(whose Lowerline House was featured 
in the October 2006 American Modern 

issue of Dwell). One of his first q ues

t ions was about a front porch, and we 
told him how much we had enjoyed 

the one on the o ld house. 

LETTERS 

We now have a house with a porch, 

inset balconies, and beautiful spaces 

beneath the main living area, which is 
ten feet above grad e. It's been six 

months, and my jaw still drops every 
t ime I look at the house. 

Alan Mayne 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Thank you for your great Prefab issue 

(February 2009). Having lived in an 
architect-designed factory-build house 

for nearly 40 years (1955- 1994), I took 

particular interest in the historical 

t imelines of your coverage. 

I was fresh out of college in 1952 
when several Eichlerlike mid-century

modern neighborhoods were being 

developed in and around the Denver 
area. I was intrigued by the clean, 

contemporary design of the homes, 
and a few years later my fami ly and 
I moved into one of o ur own. The 

neighborhood was a d evelopment in 

Harvey Park, designed by California 

architect Cliff May, and unique at the 
t ime for being the only example of 

inexpensive factory-built modular post
and-beam construction in the area. 

Everything but the brick f ireplaces Iii·· 





was manufactured in California, 

shipped to Colorado, and assembled 

and erected on site-built foundations. 

Sadly, in the ensuing years, the 
neighborhood completely lost its iden

tity through numerous unfortunate 

additions, renovations, and alterations. 

Today, only a few homes remain in 

their original states. Nevertheless, I was 
still disappointed to see no mention in 
the issue of May's venture into the 

world of prefab. 
A recent publication titled Cliff May 

and the Modern Ranch House shows 

many examples of May's work, includ

ing his brief sojourn into the world 

of prefab. Also, most of the photo
graphs in the book were shot by Joe 

Fletcher, a past Dwell contributor. 

Bud Fowler 
Denver, Colorado 

While reading the February 2009 issue 

and the magazine as a whole over 
the last several years, I have become 

concerned about your ongoing sup
port of prefabricated housing. While 

I agree that prefab uses less energy 

and resources than conventional new 
housing, your coverage of it encour

ages sprawl by showcasing immacu

late and enviable single-family houses 
in secluded or exurban development 

communities. When covering single
family dwellings, it is more in keeping 
with your mission to promote reclaimed 

urban spaces and the enormous 

carbon, energy, and material savings 

they afford. 

Prefab is not the solution for the 

number of people moving into urban 
areas nor the energy problems that 

are topping national concern. I'd love 

to see more stories about reclaimed, 
sustainable, multifamily housing in 
urban areas. 

Andrew Said Thomas 
Brooklyn, New York 

The February 2009 issue was the first 
in our subscription to Dwell, and we 

were pleased to find that you share our 

philosophy about prefab. We live in 
France in a prefab wooden house 
designed by Austrian architect Oskar 

Leo Kaufmann (who exhibited in the 

2008 New York Museum of Modern 

Dwell 

Art's Home Delivery: Fabricating the 

Modern Dwelling show) and are pas

sionate about the concept. 

A lso, we thought you'd find the 

October 1945 cover of the French 
magazine Science et Vie interesting

and still relevant! 

Bruno Manuel and Anne Legrand 
Paris, France 

SCIENCE ET VIE 

As a loyal reader who is seriously con

sidering purchasing a prefab home, 

I was excited to receive the February 

2009 Prefab issue. I scoured the maga
zine with the hopes of supplementing 

my knowledge in order to make an 

LETIERS 

informed decision, but I was yet again 
left with the impression that prefab is 

for the wealthy and architectural elite. 

Alas, I am a true middle-class 

American who enjoys architecture and 
good design. My w ife and I are trying 
to downsize to one salary so she can 

spend time w ith our new baby, which 

makes it necessary to sell our over
priced, overinflated semisuburban 

home in the Washington, DC, area. 
Our solution: prefab. But as I turned 

each page, the featured homes 

became more elusive, obscure, and 

customized rather than accessible 
or affordable. Even the brilliant article 

by your former editor-in-chief Karrie 

Jacobs ("The Prefab Decade") stated 

in reference to the MoMA exhibition: 
"By commissioning these houses, the 

exhibit's curators ensured that MoMA 
would feature one-of-a-kind artifacts 

that could be seen nowhere else. 
But prefab isn't about one-of-a-kind. 

On the contrary, the whole point is 

to generate multiples." 
Your Prefab issue achieved a similar 

fate as that exhibition: While the 
homes profi led were beautiful and 

in the spirit of prefab, they did not~· 



Dreams Happen® Playhouse Gala +Auction is a biennial 
fundraiser for Rebuilding Together Peninsula. Come be a 
part of the fun and experience this extraordinary collection 
of imaginative, life-size children's playhouses, created and 
donated by renowned architects and builders. 

Playhouses on Display at 
Stanford Shopping Center 
Palo Alto, CA 

Gala Auction at 
Stanford Shopping Center 
For more information, please contact Rebuilding Together Peninsula at 
650.366.6597 or visit our website at www.rebuildingtogetherpeninsula.org 
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Now online ... 
Downsizing 
Whether for reasons of economics or 

the environment or simply to clear clut
ter, many people are selling off excess 

space, moving into more compact 

quarters, and kicking the pack-rat habit. 
At dwell.com we want to hear your 
stories of paring down possessions and 

learning to live small. Join the conver

sation, read stories from the community, 

and share your own tricks for design
minded downsizing. 
dwell.com/smallshare 

Farand Wide 
If "hazy" and "lazy" don't accurately 

describe your typical days of summer, 

you might consider scheduling a few 
sunny adventures to catch up on your 

requisite daily intake of Vitamin D (and 
add an extra dose of Zs). Whether your 

travels are for business or pleasure, be 

sure to read Dwell's "Airports 101," on 
page 114, for a glimpse into the design 
of some of the world's great transpor

tation hubs. Then hop on to dwell.com 

and check out our editors' picks for 
luggage and travel accessories. 
dwell.com/luggage 

The Weekend bag by A.P.C. (top), 
Bauhaus by Matt & Nat (bottom) 

Dwell 

capture the idea of "Real Homes for 
Real People." I was hoping for some 

nuts and bolts about zoning, acquiring 

land, green packaging, or financing 
but found nothing, not even a mention 

of A lchemy Architects' WeeHouse. 
I admire the balance you must strike 
in each issue by featuring superior 

architectural design versus design for 
the masses, but this issue really fell 

short when addressing the future of 

prefab: homeowners like me who make 
a modest wage but value good design. 

Steve Temme 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Who is the designer of the green chair 

pictured in the living space of the 
"Swiss Mix" house (February 2009)? 

Posted by Mary Early 

on dwell.com 

Editors' Note· The Transform seating 
was designed by Croatian studio For Use 
for Moroso. Visit moroso.it for details, 
and check out our Sourcing section at the 
back of the magazine to find additional 
information about the products and furni· 
ture that fill our pages. 

DWELL.COM 

I love your magazine and have been 
a subscriber for years, but there's one 

thing that bugs me: It would be helpful 

if you listed the prices of the products 
and furniture you showcase in the "In 

the Modern World" and other sections. 

It's a waste of time to have to go 
searching around the Internet to find 

out how much these things cost. I have 
fallen in love with too many sofas that 

I cannot afford. Would you p lease con

sider including the prices in the 
descriptions? 

Lisa J. Servon 
New York, New York 

Editors' Note· We've considered includ· 
ing prices, but the manufacturers' list 
prices are often much higher than reta il 
prices at various locations. Because differ
ent retailers offer the items for a range 
of figures, it's difficult to determine the 
actual market price. 

Please write to us: 
Dwell Letters 
40 Gold Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
letters@dwel l.com I• 
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RESTAURANT 
D E SIG N A WA RD S 

AIA LOS ANGELES 

2008 Peopl e's Choice Award Winners 

THE 5TH ANNUAL 

AIA Los ANGELES 

RESTAURANT 

DESIGN AWARDS 
Celebrating excellence in the design of restaurants, 
cafes, bars, Lounges & nightclubs. 

Awards Ceremony Friday, June 26 
6:00PM at Dwell on Design 
Los Angeles Convention Center 
Tickets available at dwellondesign.com 

The Restaurant Design Awards Jury: 

JONATHAN GOLD MICHAEL PALLADINO, FAIA 
Restaurant Critic, LA Weekly Design Partner, Richard Meier & Partners Architects 

CEDD MOSES LOUISE (LU) SANDHAUS 
Founder/CEO, 213 Graphic Designer, Louise Sandhaus Design (LSD) 

People's Choice Awards voting opens May 26th 
Vote at aialosangeles.org 

media sponsors: 
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Sarah Amelar 

While reporting on Hadley and Peter 
Arnold's Canyon House ("Compound 

Ad d ition," p. 90), writer and arc'1itect 

Sarah Amelar got to rub shoulders-

or rather w ings and fins-with t he fam

ily's menagerie: three dogs, a cat, two 
rabbits, two birds, and a fish. Amelar 

also attended the world premiere of 

The Mystery of the Two Sisters, an origi
nal p lay staged in the courtyard by 

the Arnolds' daughter and her friends. 

Aya Brackett 
Having recent ly purchased her own 

small house, Aya Brackett was excited 
to p hotograph the home ofTolya 

and Otto Stonorov ("My House," p.51 )
especially after learning that the couple 

once rented the house she now owns. 

"Eating fried-chicken sandwiches, 
carousing with their dog, and admiring 
the many handmade wood en house

hold items were just a few highlights 

of the shoot." 

Tom Downs 

Tom Downs is a Bay Area travel writer 

and author of guides for Lonely Planet 

and Wilderness Press. His research for 
this month's "Airports 101 " (p. 114) 

involved no travel-and thankfully no 

airport limbo time. Downs spoke with 
the behind-the-scenes people who 

influence the way we move from point 

A to point B. "Everything is manipu
lated, down to the mood a t raveler will 

experience on a plane." 

Michael Dumiak 

Berlin-based writer Michael Dumiak 

drafted his story about Peter Kuczia's 
home in eastern Poland ("Off the Grid," 

p. 58) in a cheap motel in Paris where 

the promised free wi-fi was neither free 
nor wi-fi . "I wound up doing most of 

the writing in a blinking street arcade 

ful l of pinball machines and teenage 

gamers p laying Doom," Dumiak says. 
He escaped the chaos around h im 
by thinking back to Kuczia's calming 

design and the cattails by the lake. 

John Kachoyan 
John Kachoyan is a London-based 
writer and artist ic d irector of Redshift 

Design Group. Before leaving his 

Dwell 

native Australia, Kachoyan worked for 
BBC World Australasia during the day 

while staging p lays at night. For this 

month's "Design Finder" (p. 110), he 

visited the stunning twentytwentyone 

showroom and chatted with Simon 
Alderson and Tony Cunningham about 

whether they'd one day see a British 
Design Idol real ity show. 

Catherine Ledner 

When photographer Catherine Ledner 

arrived at Had ley and Peter Arnold's 

Canyon House ("Compound Addition," 
p. 90), she found it filled with animals 

and light. "Their daughter Josie and 
I both have an affinity for all things 

alive and creat ive and we hit it off right 
away," Ledner says. "While we did have 

some tough weather to work around, 

t he pictures reflect the house during 
different moods, which is cool." 

Patrick Reynolds 

Auckland, New Zealand-based p ho
tographer Patrick Reynolds t raveled 
south to Hawkes Bay to shoot the 

home of Andrew Mckenzie ("Orchard 

Jam," p. 98). "There was something 

perfect about the house nestled 

CONTRIBUTORS 

among the organic o rchard in Hawkes 
Bay- especially with ripe red apples 

hanging from the trees like Christmas 

decorations and t he sounds of the 
owner's gu itar as he worked on new 

songs for his band." 

Camille Rousseau 
French artist Camille Rousseau has 

always longed to create architecture. 

She found fulfillment (at least tempo
rarily) by illustrating buildings and 

landscapes for "Downshifting" (p. 80) 

and "Second Gehry" (p. 81 ). "It's funny: 

I am working from Paris, sending draw
ings to San Francisco, and dreaming 

of living in California. I always want to 

be, do, and live something different. 
I always want a bigger picture." 

Michael Webb 

Writer Michael Webb lives in a classic 
Richard Neutra-designed apartment in 

Los Angeles. He visited Fernando 

Barnuevo's Ulrich Franzen-designed 
house that he restored as a snug nest 
for his fami ly ("Downshifting," p. 80). 

"Even in the torrent ial rain the house 
outshined it s conservative neighbors 

in Rye, New York," Webb says. Ill 
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A 300-horsepower paintbrush. One artist with total creative freedom. 
Captured by 40 camera angles. To watch this painting come to life, visit 
ExpressionOfJoy.com. 



Boole an Valley 
MARCH 22-JULY 5, 2009 

MOCA PACIFIC DESIGN CENTER 
8687 MELROSE AVENUE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90069 

Boolean Valley is commissioned by Montalvo Arts Center through the 2009 arts m1bative AGENCY: The Work of Atlrsfs, curated by Juhe Lazar. The initiative is funded in part by grants from The Andy Wartiol 
foundatton for Visual Arts, the Wilham and flora Hewteu foundation, the James Irvine foundation. N1moy foundation. and gifts from M1ck1e and Gibson Anderson, Jo and Barry Aliko, l.J. Cella, Wanda KO'flnacki 
and John Holton. Sally and Don Lucas, Judy and George Marcus, and Kathie and Robert Mad1eld. 

MDCA's presentation 1s supported by The Ron Burkle Endowment for Architecture and Design Programs. ln·kmd media support Is provided by los Anteles magazine. 89.9 KCRIY is the Official Media Sponsor 
of MOCA. Generous support for MDCA Pacific Design Center is provided by Charles S. Cohen. 

ABOVE: Boolean Valley, 2008, installation at the San Jose Museum of Art, November 8, 2008-January 11, 2009, photo by Richard J. Karson, <D Montalvo Arts Center 

MOCA THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART, LOS ANGELES moca.org 



June Calendar 
Important dates in art and design, with 
architecture thrown in for good measure: 
Welcome to Dwell's timeline of the month. 

Dwell 

CONTENTS 

June 1 
Pucker up with a pickle, as Sir Norman 
Foster, creator of London's most gherkinlike 
tower, turns 7 4. 

June 2009 29 

j l' 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Mediterraneo flat paper 
napkin holder 
By LJ'i.VK/Emma Silvestris 
for Alessi 
a/essi.,om 
Encouraging your guests to use 
a napkin instead of the tablecloth 
might be as easy as putting out 
the (recycled) paper goods in this 
stainless steel holder from Alessi. 
It's guaranteed to get their atten
tion, but no promises on making 
them mind their ma.nners. 

PRODUCTS 

Taikamylly fabric 
By Sanna Annuhha for Marimehho 
marimehko.fl 
Chances are your bedside reading 
doesn't include Finland's national 
epic, The Kalevala, but that should 
not preclude you from tucking 
in under textiles imprinted 
with folkloric patterns inspired 
by the so-part poem.Annukka's 
new collection for Marimekko 
includes her rendition of the 
mythical Sampo.(right) 

' ------------------- -------------------------------------------. 
Alexander Girard 
Memory Game 
By House Industries 
houseind.com 
Alexander Girard's designs spiced 
up Herman Miller's Action Office 
nearly four decades ago, but today 

June2 

these environmental enrichment 
panels have a new audience to 
engage-your toddler. Match up 
the 36 designs-printed with 
nontoxic inks on replenishable 
basswood- for a truly timeless 
learning experience. 

Carlo Scarpa, the "Professore" of Italian 
modernism, was born on this day in 1906. 

30 June 2009 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Dish drainer 
By Ernest Perera for Delica 
deli ca.es 
Doing the dishes by hand may be 
tedious, but drying is an even. 
more precarious affair, balancing 
sopping saucers on slippery plat
ters and bowls. One false move 

June8 

PRODUCTS 
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and your game of culinary Jenga 
results in a trip out for more 
tableware. This space-saving 
drainer composed of a melamine 
resin makes for a sturdy, easy
to-clean place to set your stuff. 
Watching plates d.ry has never 
been more fascinating. 

Bruce Goff, born on this day in 1904, was 
a veritable Doogie Howser of architecture, 
beginning his career at the age of 12. 

Geo birdhouse 
By Kelly Lamb for Areaware 
areaware.com 
Foreclose on the rustic pitched
roof tree house and feather up 
for a modern roost. Just think of 
the handsome flock you'll attract 
with this ceramic Bucky Ball
it's certain to be the tweet of 
the town. 

Crystals rug 
By Angela Adams 
.anqelaadams.com 
Since temperature and water
vapor humidity determine how 
ice crystals take their shape, 
we're guessing it was superhot 
when this rug formed in Angela 
Adams's studio. Things will cool 
down once this made-to-order 
mat is underfoot. 

) 
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Ta1al llVilg The 1nd1V1dual space of a house where funct10n 
meets feelings. aff1rnt1es and personal needs Jesse collection: 
a wide choice of styles to perform every contemporary trend. a 
complete concept of "total hvmg" for the maximum coherence In 
every area of the house. from the hvmg room to the bedroom 
Unlimited possibtbties designed for modern Irving. 

Agent 
Leif Petersen Furniture 1-877-IT·JESSE (877-485·3773) 

Jesse spa tel +39 0434766711 1nto@1esse.rt wwwiesse It J8888 



dwell 
PARTNER NETWORK 

We are pleased to introduce t he Dwell Partner Network, a hand-selected group of like-minded 

websites that share the Dwel l sensib ility. If you wish to be considered for membership in the 

network, please send an email to dpn@dwell.com. 

-~ •1r~1•1~··.il 
inmabitat 
" ft ·1 

! 

Archinect.com 

Archinect's robust editorial c·ontent, 
coupled with its community-driven 
flavor, makes it a must-read. A promi
nent voice for global architecture, 
Archinect is the place where architec
tural professionals, students, and 
the design-obsessed come together 
to share ideas and discuss key issues 
and t rends in the industry. 
archinect.com 

bustier 
Bustier, the sister site to the leading 
architecture platform, Archinect, 
focuses on keeping the design com
munity busy and inspired. Bustier has 
become the go-to online publication 
for competit ion and event listings in 
the architecture and design industries. 
bustier.net 

David Report 
David Report offers cutting-edge 
critical thought in the intersection 
of design, cult ure, and business ideas, 
making a d ifference by challenging 
conventional mindsets. 
davidreport.com 

FEATURED PARTNER 

lnhabitat is an on l ine publication devoted to the future of design, 
tracking the innovat ions in technology, practices, and materials that 

are pushing architecture and design toward a smarter and more sus
tainable future. Written by a young, t ech-savvy team of designers and 
design journalists, In habitat delivers fresh content daily, showcasing 
emerging work from the cutting-edge of the global design community. 
in habitat .com 

Kirtsy is a social-media platform 
of pure goodness. A plaza for the 
peachy. A portal to the pretty. 
A place to find cool things. A spot to 
read smart scoop and connect with 
fab ideas, exceptional people, useful 
information, and excellent products. 
kirtsy.com 

• W& -
Landfair Furniture + Design Gallery 
in Portland, Oregon, is one of the first 
furniture, fabric, and accessory stores 
in the nation to blog. Owners Bev and 
Mike Landfair focus their time and 
attention on area interior designers 
and their clients. 
landfairfurniture.com 

AREA of DESIGN 
We showcase established and emerg
ing artists, designers, commercial 
firms, and nonprofit groups based in 
the United States. Our mission is to 
provide a forum for artists to express 
themselves and inspire others by 
encouraging, educating, and nurtur
ing creative talent. 
areaofdesign.com 

r·~·~ .... ,......... ··:.~·.:;:~~~ .................... ~:·: 

~ .. -,- eau ~ 

L.~s~ ........................................ H.~::t .......................... J 
XoBeau is about celebrating beauty in 
design, adventure, and life (with kids). 
Woven throughout xoBeau is an 
emphasis on earth-friendly solutions 
and missions that support the press
ing need to become responsible for 
the environment and, in essence, 
go green. 
xobeau.blogspot.com 

Remodelista is a one-stop resource 
for modern, livable interiors. Design 
enthusiasts love Remodelista for its 
finely edited assortment of fixtures, 
hardware, and furnishings sourced 
from around the globe. 
remodelista.com 

designboom® 
Design boom.com is the leading 
independent publication for key 
contemporary issues and critique of 
all aspects of design, architecture, art, 
photography, and graphics, especially 
those topics that enrich the dialogue 
among design, creative professionals, 
industry, and society. 
designboom.com 



Design Milk's team of writers seek 
out the best in art, architecture, home 

and garden, technology, and fashion 

to bring you a fortifying daily dose 
of Vitamin D, as in "Design." Find out 

for yourself why Design Milk is one 

of Google Reader's Staff Picks. 

design-milk.com 

• Materialicious™ ("shelter, materials, 

and objects"): a user-submitted visual 
curation site featuring residential 

architecture and design, craftsman

ship, materials, and products. 

materialicious.com 

~ 
MODERN4 

Modern Eco Homes offers the most 
comprehensive selection of eco

friendly furniture and accessories 
online, right at your fingertips. 

Make sure you check out our blog, 

where we update you daily with 

what's happening in the eco-world. 

modernecohomes.com 

• Workalicious™ ("the modern work

place"): a weblog featuring office 
design, furniture, implements, 

and culture. 

workalicious.org 

Author Gabrielle Blair, a graphic 
designer and mother of five in New 

York, covers everything found at the 
intersection of motherhood and 

design: products, ideas, demos, gifts, 

books, parties, even answers to Ask· 

Design-Mom questions. Updated daily. 

designmom.com 

Stair porn™ ("stairs, and nothing 

but"): a weblog featuring beautiful 
and unusual stairs from around 

the world. 

stairporn.o rg 

seasonal ... elegant ... organic 

WEDDINGS ~ PRIVATE EVENTS ~o- FUNDRAISERS ~ GALAS ~o- C ONFERENCES 

$ccal, sustainable meats and seafood , 
vegetarian and vegan fare, green event 
services in the Greater Bay Area 

~ 
Bacl< to Earth 
ORC.ANlC. CATERING 

www.organiccatering.com • 510.652.2000 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

William 
Kris el 
Palm Springs, california, ar· 
chitect William Krisel started 
practicing in the post-World 
warn building boom, design· 
ing more than 40,000 homes 
over the course of his career
including a House of Tomorrow 
that later became the honey· 
moon home of Elvis and Pris· 
cilia Presley. Despite his SUC• 

cess, he left it all behind in 1979 

when the profession- inundat· 
ed. with lawyers and building 
codes-became "too uptight." 
Dwell recently caught up with 
the recalcitrant modernist. 

Why did you become a 
licensed landscape architect 
in addition to an architect? 

The architect should be in charge 
of everything. To me, the indoors 
and outdoors are not separate. 

Q&A 
36 June2009 

What outside your field 
inspires you? 

Music, art, painting, and travel
ing, but architecture is in every
thing I see, hear, or do. There's 
no way I can evaluate outside 
interests except to relate them 
to architecture. 

Is there a specific object 
that changed how you think 
about design? 

I've always been told that the 
egg is something that can't be 
improved upon. Giving it some 
thought, I agree. 

What is your ideal project? 
My ideal project is a tough chal
lenge with a minimum budget 
and lots of conditions to be met. 
Design is design, and it has noth
ing to do with dollars and cents. 

Where do you hope architec· 
ture will be in 20 years? 

I hope architecture will be 
known for architecture and not 
for starchitects. 

What would today's House 
of Tomorrow look like? 

Reimagining the House of 
Tomorrow is futile; all it encom
passes is taking advantage of 
every new gadget, from the kitch
en to the bathroom to the light
ing. To me, going back to more 
functional, comfortable, smaller 
places is the real challenge. 

For an extended interview visi t 
dwell . com/magazi ne . 

Kraigher 
House 
If it was unusual for an influ
ential modernist like Richard 
Neutra to design a home in 
a distant comer of America, it 
is even more remarkable that 
70 years later this house would 
be revisited and restored. 

This past January a team of 
preservationists, led by biology 
professor Lawrence Lof, complet
ed a meticulous restoration of 
the three-bedroom Brownsville, 
Texas home originally designed 
by the Austrian-born architect 
in 1937. Neutra's client was 
George Kraigher,a high-flying 
member of the Serbian air force 
who became a Pan Am pilot. 

As the first International 
Style house built in the state, 
Kraigher's home,on six acres 
outside town, stood apart from 
the 19th-century, "Border Brick" 
style buildings of the region. 
By the 1990s,however, the house 
was boarded up and in total 
disrepair, its roof half off and 
its interior open to the rain. 

In 2005,after a campaign by 
the preservationist community 
in Brownsville, the city gave 
the University of Texas a 99-year 
lease on the property for $1. It 

looked like a foolhardy venture. 
Interior flooding had been so 
pervasive that the lower portions 
of the wood beams had rotted 
away. "The exterior stucco was all 
that held it up," remembers Lof. 

All that remained of the archi
tect's built-in furniture were 
the imprints on the wall where 
it had once been affixed. 

Applying standard archaeolog
ical practices, the 61-year-old UT 
professor scoured the shambles 
for original paint colors and ma
terials. His most coveted resource 
proved to be the correspondence 
between the architect and his 
client. Neutra never came to the 
site, so it was in his letters that 
ihe stated, for instance, his pref
erence for the paint color in the 
bathroom: the "Indian Red" that 
now adorns the walls. (Neutra 
finally visited in 1951, long after 
the house left Kraigher's hands.) 

Lof journeyed across the bor
der to Monterrey, Mexico, to have 
a factory make special rolling 
wheels to crimp the galvanized
steel stock needed for the one
piece fascia/gutter. craftsmen 
were hired to redo the traditional 
three-coat plasterwork. Simple 
!button tufting described in the 
letters was replicated for the 
!banquet cushions. 

Still isolated on a three-acre 
site, the house features classic 
Neutra design elements like metal 
casement windows and deftly 
placed stucco walls. One of his 
core beliefs was that a new 
harmony could be created when 
machinelike forms are embraced 
by the rough-hewn desert. In 
suburban Brownsville, evidence 
of this utopian vision emerges 
once again. 
-David Bay 

Preservation 
Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Corallo lamp 
By Studio IAgranja for Pallucco 
pallucco.com 
Like an elusive sea creature 
glowing from within a thicket of 
coral, the Corallo lamp captures 
the intrigue of the deep within its 
tangle of injection-molded poly
carbonate branches.(above) 

June 17 
Take t he day off with a Solar Do Nothing 
machine and dream fondly of Charles 
Eames's 102nd anniversary. 

38 June2009 

FURNITURE 

Re-Trouve table 
By Patricia Urquiola for Emu 
emu.it 
Reminiscent of fish scales or a 
delicate lace skirt, this Patricia 
Urquiola-designed table is decep
tively solid and, thankfully, able 
to support the weight of a break
fast spread or full dinner. (above) 

-

June 19 

RINcbairs 
By Hiromichi Konno for 
Fritz Hansen 
fritzhansen.com 
It takes a strong design to hold 
its own against Fritz Hansen's 
long line of classics , but RIN is 
at least named for the task (it 
means "to appear courageous" 
in Japanese). 

-
Relegate your flames to birthday candles, 
not Yale's newly renovated Paul Rudolph 
building, as Charles Gwathmey turns 71 . 

C:::op 
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Stacked shelf system 
By JDS Architects for Muuto 
muuto.com 
All books are not created equal. 
Hardbounds often run larger 
than paperbacks, which them
selves range from handheld to 
oversized. Factor in your maga
zine collection and any number 

June 25 

of knickknacks that need a home, 
and it's remarkable that shelves 
so often come in the standard 
stacked rows of one-height-fits
all rectangles. Store your things 
on this customizable system and 
your collections will surely find 
their proper place. (above) 

Work has been underway on Antonio 
Gaudi's Sagrada Familia since 1882; it's un
likely to be finished in time for his birthday. 

40 June2009 

Confluences sofa 
By Philippe Nigro for Ligne Roset 
liqne-roset-usa.com 
This armless modular sofa 
can help you finally make your 
move, as you cuddle up to your 
woo-ee in a cozy Confluence of 
well-designed intentions. 

' 

Paradise Tree 
By Oiva Toihka for Magis 
magisdesiqn.com 
They might be the four words 
that children dread most: "Go 
clean your room." Chores are 
a bore, but perhaps the cuckooing 
fa111na of this cheery clothes stand 
will quiet the dulcet chorus of 
"Aw, Ma, do I hafta?" 

' 
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Canteen 
Great Britain has never had 
a reputation for great food-it 
is, after all, the nation where 
a dish called mushy peas is 
purportedly a good thing. 
But designer-cum-restaurant
entrepreneur Patrick Clayton
Malone says British cuisine has 
rebounded from its maligned 
reputation.A renewed national 
interest in supporting local 
farms has introduced color and 
freshness to traditional dishes. 

At Canteen, the restaurant 
dayton-Malone founded in 2005 
with Dominic Lake and cass 
Titcombe, the focus on simplicity 
and quality extends beyond food 
to the eatery's design itself. "It 
was important to create a space 
that reflected our values-demo
cratic, honest, British,n he says. 

Iconic modem buildings like 
the brutalist Royal Festival 
Hall, where the second Canteen 
opened in 2007 (the first opened 
at Spitalfields in 2005), were a 
source of inspiration, as was the 
London-based design company 
Isokon, whose work peaked in the 
1930s under the direction of sev
eral Bauhaus legends. "Although 
not financially successful in their 

time, they were trailblazers,n 
Clayton-Malone says of Isokon. 
"Their ethos was to create great 
design but not be exclusive. Ev

erything they produced had real 
integrity and design longevity." 

In 2008, dayton-Malone 
launched a design studio, Very 
Good & Proper, to produce custom 
furniture and accessories for 
Canteen. Their first commission, 
the Canteen table, was developed 
with designers Andre Klauser 
and Ed carpenter for the third 
canteen location on Bake.r Street, 
which opened in late 2008. The 
birch-ply four-top on cast alumi
num legs was designed to be cost
efficient, timeless, and durable. 

London-based retailer twenty
twentyone sells the Canteen 
table and will carry future VG&P 
designs. They also supplied light
ing and seating for the Baker 
Street location, where bright col
ors and warm oak create a wel
come place to linger. Londoners 
can come in early for potted duck 
or piccalilli and stay late for trea
cle tart. While it may still be hard 
to find a hot buttered Arbroath 
smokie across the pond, Canteen 
is doing its part to put a fresh face 
on Her Majesty's gastronomy. 

canteen.co.uk 

GJ:eat Bit:inc 

Bangers and mash: sausage and 

mashed potatoes 

Bubble and squeak: le~over 

cooked veggies and meat pan-fried 

with mashed potatoes 

Co:rnish pasties: handheld savory 

pies, usually fil led with meat 

and potatoes 

Knickerbocker glory: ice -cream 

sundae in a milkshake glass 

Piccalilli: chutneylike condiment 

made of chopped vegetables 

•o~~ •~~aidli!!g• ; p9rk rinds 

made from salted pig skin 

Singing hinniea : flour, milk, 

and lard bl ended into dough and 

griddle-fried like pancakes 

Spotted dick: steamed suet pud

ding containing dried fruit 

road-in-the-hole: row of sausages 

baked in Yorkshire pudding batter 

Square Meal 
42 June 2009 

Architects' 
Websites 
I'm on a deadline, I need a fact, 
and once again my computer 
has frozen up, overwhelmed by 
the high-intensity graphics 
and animated introduction of 
yet another gloriously beauti
ful and utterly useless archi
tecture website. My needs are 
simple: I want to know, for ex
ample, the floor space of a new 
building and whether it's LEED 
certified, or the exact name 
of the client. These aren't hard 
questions, and it doesn't seem 
worth troubling the firm's of
fice staff with a phone call. This 
should all be on the web, right? 

Not always.And even when 
you can find the facts you need, 
it's often after a maddening tour 
through the Flash-fired fantasies 
of a web designer who approach
es the presentation of actual 
information rather like a bloviat
ing after-dinner speaker clearing 
his throat for 20 minutes. 

Take the website of Zaha Hadid. 
First, there is an introductory 
page, in which a ghostlike ren
dering of the famous Iraqi-born 
architect is seen as if through 
wind-rustled vertical blinds. This 
entry page leads to yet another, 
where parallel bands of delicate 
white lines trace out an aimless 
but appealing pattern of inter
connected ribbons. These sleek 

' and flowing designs recall the 
lines of her signature projects: 
the space-age ski jump in Inns
bruck or the Contemporary Arts 
Center in Cincinnati. 

But where is the information? 
only to be discovered by passing 
your cursor over patterns until 
the categories-Projects, Publica
tions, Gallery, Studio-emerge. 
But you can't actually get to the 
gallery by clicking on the word 
"gallery." That would be too easy. 
And once you get to the gallery, 
you find a spectral presentation 
of hard-to-decipher images float
ing promiscuously free of the 

Ill 
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text links. This is a website that 
treats you like Zen master con
fronting a dull-witted acolyte: 
There are no answers, little rab
ibit, only questions. 

It seems that the bigger and 
more adventurous the firm, 
the more Byzantine the website. 
You might think that a profes
sion that has always been prickly 
about accusations of megaloma
nia would be a little less mega
lomaniacal in its approach to 
the web. Only Hollywood movie 
websites are as complicated, and 
perhaps there's a connection. 

Architects fret about the static 
nature of their work. They crave 
the ability to control the experi
ence of a building in a flowing, 
dynamic, narrative way. You enter 
here, see this,feel that, and move 
on to this room, where you feel 
something else. It's astonishing 
in public presentations of new 
projects, especially those involv
ing memorial architecture or 
public space, how much effort 
has gone into anticipating and 
controlling the serial experi
ence of moving about in the new 
ibuilding. That effort, of course, 
is all for naught, because people 
rarely follow the maps and plans 
laid out for them. 

But not on the web. Here, all 
is perfect order and control. It 
is a proxy world for ambitions 
that are thwarted in the real one. 
One beautiful screen follows 
another, just like one room fol
lows another. Unless, of course, 
I'm using my ancient laptop, 
which crashed when I clicked 
on "Skip Intro." 
- Philip hnnicott 

The Argument 
Dwell 
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Qaii BaiU: Aiom KADlin'• 
ABC of contaiMr Arddtmms 
Will Mc:Leiin, Editor 
Bibliotheque Mc:Lean, $49.99 
Artist-architect Adam I<alkin's 
original idea for Quilt Build was 

a Dr. Seusslike anthology of his 
work with recycled shipping con
tainers from "A to Zand beyond." 
He also intended it to accom
pany his piece in the Museum 

of Modem Art's Home Drlivery 
exhibit last summer. Instead, the 
180-page monograph consists of 
a half-size introduction booklet 
with text and essays by Kalkin, 
Barry Bergdoll, and others (Part 
A); 32 project descriptions accom
panied by plans, elevations, and 
renderings from his Push Button 
House to the Boite En Valise that 
he's currently building (Part B); 

and 29 pages of color photos 
of the featured projects (Part C). 
"What I try to prove in this book 
is that the container is a conceit, 

something that has manifold 
meanings," Kalkin says. "It's 
a unit in global exchange; it can 
be a performance piece; or it 
can be used to make a ffordable 
housing, million-dollar homes, 
or commercial structures." 
Though container const~tion 
may be a passing fad in house 
design-something even KaUdo 
does not deny- Quik Build and the 
ideas it propagates will surely find 
longevity in any home library. 

For an e~clusive interview 
with Adam Kalkin, please visit 
dwell.com/magazine . 

June 26-28 (2009) 
Dwell on Design invades Los Angeles 
at the downtown Convention Center. 
See you there! 

44 Junezoo9 
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ICokoris Residence 
San Fran&isco, CA 
Jensen Architects 
jensen-architects.com 

East Aurora House 
East Aurora, NY 
Bushman Dreyfus Architects 
bdarchitects.com 

Houses We Love 
46 June 2009 Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Houses We Love 

Villa Maarsingh 
Leeuwarden, Holland 
On ix 
onix.nl 

--------·------------·---
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~-------~ pic~ed up in Oaxaca Mexico 

01 
Black ceramic sculpture 

d th world 
Th book tha t took me aroun e 

02 e ht home for my s~ 
Wooden Rhino puzzle I broug takes great shots 

ro that still 
04 My father's camera by a business owner 

k ack given to me 
~ Japanese bac p 

d Egg vase 
00 Marc el Wan ers that I use daily 

. te s c issors -------, 
07 Grandma's favori 

lamp from YLi~g~h~t~i~n~g~----:-------1 
08 My Fukasawa 

09 Kimono doll 
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10 Favorit e one --- -=--

Visit www . ylighting . com for t he finest in modern lighting from renowned brands such as Artemide . Vibia and Flos . 
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Built-In Style 
In Oakland, California, two designers 
transformed a 100-year-old barn 
into a (very) cozy home of their own 
by redefining the functionality of 
walls and windowsills. 

MY HOUSE 

Living spaces smaller than 500 square 
feet are generally reserved for college 
kids or those trying to make it big 
in the Big Apple. Tolya and Otto 
Stonorov are neither-they're design· 
ers living in the Rockridge neighbor
hood of Oakland, California-yet their 
home is a 400-square-foot, two-story 
building that they renovated and 
now share with their two-year-old son, 
Niko, and their four-year-old dog, 
Oscar. A carefully designed space and 
tidy lifestyle is what keeps everything
including their sanity-in place. II-



MY HOUSE 

Three years ago, Otto and I wanted 

to start doing more of our own work, 

so we quit our jobs at b ig architec
tural f irms and started our own office, 

Stonorov Workshop. Our first project: 

Renovate our home. 

We started in August 2006 but 
didn't finish until Apri l 2007. It all took 

much longer than we expected and 

we worked on the house nonstop for 
those eight months, even after I be

came pregnant with Niko in October. 

When we opened the walls, you 
could see straight to the outside. The 

framing was nonexistent and t he floor 

dipped down a foot in the bathroom; 
we didn't know how it was standing. 

When I pulled the f irst piece of drywall 
off the cei ling, rat feces came pouring 

down on me. It was awful. 

Even in the Stonorovs' tiny first-floor room 
(left), the curse of the kitchen as the inevi
table gathering place lives on-though the 
two-foot space between the sink and metal 

52 June 2009 

We had to replace nearly every

thing, except the upstairs floor, which 

was one of o ur few wonderful finds. 

I was walking up the stairs one day 
and because the former owners 

never put on a trim board, I could 

see a section of the flooring. I looked 
and said, "Oh my god, that's wood!" 

The Pergo flooring came up in half 

an hour, and we did very little to finish 
the wood that was underneath. 

The parts of the house function 

as very different areas, even though 
they're all w ithin the same t iny space. 

We don't have a TV, but when we set 

up our laptop across from the sofa, 
that becomes the hangout area. When 

we're at the table, it's very much the 
eating area. Being able to open both 

doors to the patio makes a big differ-

is land is less than ideal for the family of 
three and their blue heeler, Oscar. Outside 
(right), the couple clad the house with 
a rain screen of 1.5-by-1.5-inch strips of 

ence in extending the space. We've 

been able to host dinners with six 

adults without feel ing too closed in. 

The fact that the house is two 
stories is really important. You walk 

up the stairs and suddenly you're 

in a 16-foot-high space, which makes 
it feel real ly b ig. Upstairs is the bed

room and our quiet space. We fanta

size about moving to t he country and 
wanted to have our own little oasis up 

there, so we p laced each window in 

a way that allows you to see only t rees. 
Niko loves the house. He climbs up 

the stairs, does laps around the kitch

en island, and really likes throwing 

things out the custom dog door. There 
are no corners, so it's pretty kid-proof, 

but sometimes the energy gets over
whelming with Niko and Oscar both ~ .. 

spruce to create a "modern rustic barn." 
The extradeep sills of the first-floor window 
become a bench on the outside and a shelf 
on the inside. 

Dwell 
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MY HOUSE 

54 June 2009 

running around and balls all over the 
floor. That's when we go for a walk. 

The only way we can live in 400 
square feet is because we thought out 

each detail and tried to make every 

space usable when we were designing 
the renovation. Everything is built in 
so there's nothing jutting out into any 

rooms. We have an inset bookshelf 

along the stairs with the exact space 

for our photo albums, cookbooks, 

and favorite architecture and garden 
books. We made the window ledges 
extra deep so we can put our keys and 

wal lets somewhere when we come 
home. We also have to keep it real ly 

clean. When things start getting every

where, it becomes claustrophobic. 

It was really important to us as home 
designers to do the building ourselves. 

Self-proclaimed perfectionists Tolya and 
Otto "obsessed about making everything" 
themselves- from the windows down 
to the beds (top left). But t heir handiwork, 

"The house is pretty 
perfect for what we'll 
want in the future
we'll just add another 
room that way or push 
it out this way." 

You spend time drawing plumbing 
and electrical systems and you know 

in theory how it works but you don't 
know now it actually goes together. 

Now when we draw something, we 
know ti-le implications of our design 

and if it's going to work or not. 
We won't live here forever-we w ill 

nave another kid eventually- but it 

will transfer into a studio for our firm 

pretty easily. Working here wil l be 

great, and later someone like my mom 
could live in this house. 

Overall, it's pretty perfect for what 

we'll want in the future-we'l l just add 
another room that way or push it out 

this way. The only thing I would change 

is the six-inch-wide concrete kitchen 

sink. It's too damn small and if you drop 
something in it, it's a goner. •~ 

such as the built-in shelves and cabinetry 
(top right and bottom), accessible from 
both sides, helps keep the lines of the house 
clean and the rooms tidy. 0 
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MY HOUSE 

Panel-y Box 
Using simple and easy-to-maintain 
materials in innovative ways was 
a guiding principle in the Stonorovs' 
design. The bathroom walls a re made 
out of HardiePanel vertical siding, 
which they also used to clad two of 
the exterior walls. 
jameshardie.com 

Make It Yours 
56 June 2009 

Tales from the Crib 
The Stonorovs couldn't find a crib they 
liked and that fit their budget, so Tolya 
custom-made Niko's sleeper out 
of walnut plywood and 3form plastic 
circles laser-cut by East Bay Laser 
& Waterjet. Otto made the sliding 
changing table out of solid walnut. 
Worried that the ir dog, Oscar, was 
feeling neglected, he bui lt a Japanese
style water and food d ish for him. 
stonorovworkshop.com 

Trouble with Trivets 
The kitchen island-an eq uipment 
stand purchased from online restau
rant supplier Serv-U-is essential 
in provid ing much-needed counter 
space. The bottom she lf creates addi
tional storage and the outlets mount
ed underneath allow it to become 
a coffee and toast center. Because it's 
stainless steel, the fam ily can put 
a hot pan right o n the surface without 
worrying about trivets- which are hard 
to keep handy in such a small place. 
servu-online.com 

Dropping Acid 
To create the look of their ground
level floor, the Stonorovs poured 
concrete and finished it with an 
acid stain. They chose the materials 
because of t he unpredictability 
of the final result : You never know 
how the acid stain will react with 
each individual bag of concrete. 

Seconds Best 
The Stonorovs love Heath Ceramics, 
which they used for their tableware 
and bathroom ti les. The Sausalito
based company's premium tiles, which 
list for $29-$78 per square foot, were 
out of the couple's price range, but 
they found just what they were look
ing for in the warehouse's back room: 
seconds, which sell for 75 percent 
off of the retail price. 
heathceramics.com 

Click here for more information: 
Concrete and acid stains: scofield.com 
Walnut plywood: earthsourcewood.com 
Custom laser cutting: eblw.com Ill 
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Cool , clean a ir with a shiver -free e ne rgy bill . 

An efficient Trane system delivers perfect air to your 
home using up to 60% less energy. Giving your 
budget a breather. Year in. Year out. Because after 
all, paying for cool air shouldn't give you the chills. 
And it starts at t rane.com. 
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OFF THE GRID 

By creatively manipulating the 
angles and levels of exterior 
surfaces on this modest Polish 
country house, architect Peter 
Kuczia achieved exceptionally 
high solar exposure, increasing 
its capacity to gain energy from 
the sun. 

Story by Michael Dumiak 

ss June2009 

Architect Peter Kuczia built his seco nd 
home on the edge of Lake Laka in 
Poland on a site that weathers subzero 
winter winds and 90-degree summer 

heat. The house earned the nickname 
"chameleon" for its ability to adjust 

comfortably to the region's extremes 

using advanced sustainable design. 
Kuczia's carbon-saving getaway 

makes use of more than 180 tons of 
recycled construction material from 

the surrounding area and a modular 
facade made of untreated larchwood. 

It is strategically positioned to catch 
the sun and features a thermal recovery 

system- self-regulating ventilation-

in order to gain efficiencies. All told, 
energy use at the house is about 25 
kilowatt-hours per square meter annu

al ly (7.9 Btu per square foot), which for 

the 1,900-square-foot space averages 

out to between seven and ten times 
less than a traditional home. 

Kuczia's design demonstrates that 

efficiency and affordability don't have 

t o come at the expense of style. The 
p lace cost t he same amount t o b uild 

as a conventional house of the same 
size. The lake views and rear atrium add 

upscale touches to a sleek and grace
ful design. "I am not an ascetic, but I 

am definitely ecologically conscious," 

the 40-year-old architect says. " I live 
in Germany, but my wife and I come 

from Poland and I am often there. I 
need a place where I can fee l at home." 

Laka is a small lake in the rol ling hills 
and farmland of the Silesian province, 

near the o ld town Pszczyna about a half 
hour from Katowice, the Upper Silesian 
state capital. "You can sail and windsurf 

here, and in good weather you can see 

the Beskidy mountains from the win
dow of the house. It's only a half hour 

from Szczyrk-a good skiing region." 

Kuczia was born in Pszczyna, so he 

has a longtime attachment to the area. 
But it was later in life, whi le working 
on his graduate thesis, that he started 

thinking seriously about Lake laka. I••· 

The sun shines over the meadow on the 
backside of Kuczia's carbon-saving creation, 
whose central atrium contains the living 
room. In summer, the glass doors open. 

Dwell 



THE SINGLE MOST BEAlITIFUL THING ABOUT AN 
IMPORTED RUG. 

To leMn morr, \'isft www.RugM:irkorg 

Nearly 300.000 children arc exploited as child labor in the carpet indusrry. This has 10 

end, and it will. RugMark is the international organization devoted to building the 

schools. programs 1u1d opportunities chat give children hack rbeir childhood. It's working. 
&om Pakist.1n to India to Nepal. and you can help. Look for the certified and uumbemi 
RugMark label on rhe back of an imported rug. !1°$ your best as>urnnce tlm no children were 
exploired in the manufac11ire of rhe carpet you're buying. Because an imported rug char 
was made using child labor is ugly no matter whar it looks like. 
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OFF THE GRID 

His architectural project-purely aca

demic at that point-was to design 

a solar-powered residential settlement 

by the lakeside. "Not so long ago I had 
the opportunity to purchase land at 

almost the same place. I could actually 

make my student's dream into reality." 

So it came to be-the architectural 
concept leaping into Kuczia's mind 

during a night drive between Germany 
and Poland. The development of the 

idea drew on his thesis as well as years 

of practical experience and research 
into reducing carbon emissions and 

building with local materials. He con

sulted with a scientist from a technical 
university in Silesia and got support 

from the German environment.al foun
dation in Osnabruck, the northern 

German city where Kuczia is based. 

Viewed from above, the hoUJse is 
basically two long box-shaped struc

tures with a wedge rising between 
them, forming a right triangle from 

the side. The interior of the triangle 

contains a loft and the exterior slope 

provides the main space for future 
solar panels that will make the house 
completely self-sufficient. "The roof at 

the top of the house is designed for 

photovoltaics. There are no parts that 

could cause shadows, no chimneys. 
That's important. At the moment, I use 
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a solar heater above the atrium for 

heating water. I'd say it heats about 30 

to 40 percent in winter, and in summer, 
it's 100 percent." 

The sun-catching g lass atrium below 

acts as a winter garden but is open in 

summer. The orientation of the house 

on the property is specifically intended 
to keep 80 percent of the structure 

exposed to light and warmth through 
the sun's daily arc. (In a conventional 

building, the total surface available for 

solar gain is about 65 percent.) The 
long side of the wedge means there is 

more surface area to absorb solar en

ergy. The bulk of the roof slopes north 
to south, and all sides of the house 

have the potential to harvest power. 
The advanced efficiency of Kuczia's 

design is best seen as a sum of many 

technologies and features working 
together, much like how a bicycle 

achieves its overall aerodynamic ad· 
vantage through fine structural details. 

The use of local larchwood saved 

transportation costs by being sourced 

in close proximity to the site, and the 
wood was left untreated, eliminating 
the need for toxic finishes. The garden

ready rooftop can provide additional 
insulat ion and soundproofing. "Not to 

mention, green roofs simply look nice," 

adds Kuczia. 

The main living area of the house is in the 
larchwood-clad ground floor. The "black 
box"-a three-story structure made from 
charcoal-colored fiber-cement panels-

Probably the greatest overall con

tributor to the home's efficiency is the 
thermal recovery vent ilation system, 

which keeps fresh outdoor air flowing 

in, warmed by the leftover heat of 

expelled indoor air that t ravels out 
through ducts. Structura l materials 

serve dual purposes, w ith perforated 

brick load-bearing walls storing heat, 
making an airtight construction and 

breaking up the sections of black-fiber 

concrete. From the out.side, both brick 

and concrete are obscured by a softer 
facade made of woodeni planks, each 
placed a half inch apart to faci litate 

circulation. The orange and yellow ac

cents are intended to reflect the colors 
of the lakeside and the architecture's 

connection with its surroundings. liio-

contains another living room. The facade 
absorbs warmth from the sun, preventing 
he;it loss in winter; in warm weather, hot 
air escapes through the top window. 0 
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OFF THE GRID THERMAL RECOVERY SYSTEM 

Circulatory System 

The thermal recovery ventilation 
system is the four-chambered heart 
of Peter Kuczia's home. Mounted on 
the wall of the laundry room on the 
ground level, its j ob is twofold: to 
keep fresh air circulating through the 
house and to regulate the tempera
ture. At theoretical top performance, 
the unit can transfer up to 75 percent 
of the warmth from stale indoor air 

(think veins) to fresh air drawn from 
outside (think arteries). The system can 
also work in reverse. "In the summer, 
the inside air can cool the warmer air 
coming from outside to reduce ventila· 
tion costs," Kuczia says. "But I prefer 
natural ventilation then." 

Thermal Recovery ventilator Detail 
1. A duct fan (D) draws cold fresh air 
from outside (c) into one side of the 
recovery ventilator. The heart of the 
ventilator is a d iamond-shaped heat 
exchange core (• ). which resembles 
a radiator grille. These slots create thin 
alternating pathways for air to travel 
through, but not mingle. 

2. At the same t ime, another duct (a) 
draws used warm air from within the 
house (A). As 1t passes by the cool fresh 
air in the alternately alligned passages 
of the heat exchange core, the warmth 

is transferred to the incoming fresh air. 

3. Warmed fresh air (o) circu I ates 
back into the house via a third d uct (r ), 
while the stale air (1)-which is now 

considerably cooler, thereby reducing 
possible condensation-is expelled 
from the house via a fourth duct (e). 

CllckheN : 
For more on heat recovery ventilation, visit 
pro-vent.pl or the U.S. Department of Energy's 
Energy Savers section at energysayers,goy. • 
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The time is right - for your first bulthaup. The new bulthaup bl kitchen system has a new look, 

new product benefits and a new attractive price. With the timeless beauty of a sculpture, reduced to 

the absolute essentia ls, the bulthaup bl kitchen system is precision-planned and perfectly fin ished by 

bulthaup's eng ineers and master craftsmen. Quality from start to finish. The time is definitely right for 
you to meet bu lthaup. Talk to the specia lists in kitchen architecture at bulthaup. To locate your nearest 

bulthaup partner, or request more information please visit www.bulthaup.com or cal l 800 808 2923. 

Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dal las, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, 

San Diego, San Francisco, Santa Monica, Scottsdale, Seattle, Toronto, Vancouver, Washington D.C. 



DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Anemide· 
Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning design line in the lighting 
industry, offers decorative and architectural luminaires with the perfect 
balance between form, function, and performance. For more information, 
please visit artemide.us. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide distributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net 
or call 323-933-0383. 

lm!a!hla!r!a!ml 
With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and timeless textures. maharam.com 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the Autodesk• Revit0 building 
design and documentation system, purpose-built for building information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates 
the change everywhere. autodesk.com 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense~ laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense~ 
washer and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, 
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including 
cashmere, silk, and activewear. siemens-home.com 

Room&Boarcf 
HOH£ FUlN ISHINCS 

Excellent design is timeless, not driven by trends. Our home furnishings 
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordable prices to offer outstanding value. 
roomandboard.com 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

Since 1907, Kirsch Window Fashions has been setting the standard in 
innovation and design for home window treatments. The originator of 
fashion-forward decorative drapery hardware, Kirsch evolved to boast 
a broad leading line of custom blinds and shades to complement any 
home decor. Kirsch Window Fashions offers products that define 
elegance and offer uncompromising style and beauty. kirsch.com 

TI-E BOLD LOO< 
a KOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in providing products of 
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler continuously strives to lead the way and set new standards 
for gracious living by creating products that will deliver years of performance 
and add beauty and value to people's homes. kohler.com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV. 
For more information visit fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid or call 
800-301-7430. 

3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology. 
Our tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving 
money and space. noritz.com 

Samafil• 

The world looks to Sika Samafil for green roof-waterproofing solutions. 
Sika Sarnafil provides you with a membrane system solution engineered 
to keep your structure watertight. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing 
and waterproofing peace of mind. samafilus.com 

eHermanMillerror the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office 
seating through our nationwide network of consumer and online stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 
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• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing orig inal design and 
innovation to the cei ling fan industry. The designs celebrate the modern 
idiom through mechanical simplification, geometric forms, and contempo
rary finishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century 
ceiling fans. modernfan.com 

MONROVIX 
~GROWERS 

Monrovia® Growers are the health iest, hardiest, most beautiful plants 
guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Raised in exclusively formu lated, 
nutrient-rich organic soil, our plants are the strongest. With more than 
2,200 varieties-from low maintenance to high fashion- we have something 
for everybody and every garden style. monrovia.com 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC, is a design and development company that 
produces fine contemporary interior products for use in residential, office, 
and hospitality spaces. Honors in 2007 included an Interior Desig n Best 
of Year Merit Award and two llDEX/Neocon Innovation Awards. For more 
information and showrooms, please visit emmagardnerdesign.com. 

l.;]ENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air• offers a full line of bui lt-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visitjennair.com 
or call 800·JENN-AIR. 

(9caesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, CaesarStone quartz surfaces 
take concept to reality as the perfect blend of form and function. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or call 877-978-2789. 

Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international designers. 
Some Cappellini products are exhibited in the world's premier museums. In 
2004, Cappellini became part of Poltrona Frau, piloting the project for a "new 
quality center." cappellini.it 

IIBJ~.~.Qf.ORTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless
steel entry door systems using the finest-quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. neoporte.com 

A FOUNTAIN 
OF YOUTH 

IN A CONVENIENT TAKE HOME SIZE 

In a Swim Ex Luxury Pool or Spa you can relax, 
exercise, even entertain in your own heated 
pool without the expense, maintenance or 

space of a full-sized pool. SwimEx is beyond 

the ordinary lap pool, it's a complete workout 
station. Ruggedly constructed and exquisitely 

detailed, SwimEx pools add value and enhance 
the beauty of your home. 

SwimE':® 
CALL 800-877-7946 FOR A FREE HOME 
POOL DVD OR VISIT WWW.SWIM EX.COM 



our homes generally celebrate 
design you can see, but throw 
open the closet doors and behold 
a new frontier. These five closet 
systems not only make getting 
dressed easier and folding laundry 
more fun, but you may even find 
that missing sock along the way. 

Story by Miyoko Ohtake 
Portnlt by Dennis KlelrNn 
lllustntlons by Brend•n C.ll•h•n 
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The Ubik system wraps around a closet 
space the size most of us only dream of. To 
keep yours this clean, Robertson insists on 
one accessory: a hamper for hiding laundry. 



Closet Cases 
Closets are the repositories of things 
we'd rather not face-skeletons and 
monsters being just two items on an 
overflowing list. Piles of mismatched 
shoes, corners crammed with forgot
ten frocks, and awkward shelves that 
are just out of reach all contend for 
the other reasons why we'd rather 
keep our closet doors shut. 

Fortunately, there are people· and 
products standing at the ready to help 
even the most disastrous closets (and 
their owners). The secret to success, 
says professional organizer Standolyn 
Robertson, is to let your habits dictate 
what kind of closet system you'll use, 
rather than allowing a product to force 
you into an unnatural-and ultimately 

unsustainable- sorting style. If you 
are a visual learner, use transparent 
baskets and labels; if you always put 
your keys on a hook, set up your 

closet so you can put your bathrobe 
on a hook, too. 

Even with the best advice, choosing 
a closet system is harder than it may 
seem. The near-infinite numbe r of re
sults from mixing and matching parts, 
accessories, and finishes can make 
reaching a decision overwhelming 
and comparing prices, apple-to-apple 
style, close to impossible. Here, with 
Robertson's expert help, we walk you 
through five systems from across the 
spectrum to highlight what to look for 
depending on your space situation. 

Ubik by Poliform I poliformusa.com 

1 
I 
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A Note on Our Expert 
Standolyn Robertson wanted to be 
a professional organizer even before 
there were such things as professional 
organizers. ("You want to be a wife?" 
her friends would tease her growing 
up.) Today, Robertson owns and 
operates Things In Place organizing 
services in Waltham, Massachusetts, 
and is the president of the National 
Association of Professional Organizers, 
established in 1985. In addition to 
a laundry basket, Robertson's other 
must-have item for maintaining a clean 
closet: a garbage can for tossing out 
tags, labels, and dry-cleaner bags. 

Expert Opinion: The Ubik system 
includes back panels, that give it 
a very finished look. The panels are 
available in multiple heights, which 
some of the other systems lack; the 
extra space is g reat for out-of-season 
clothes, hatboxes, and other storage. 
For the owner of this system, fu nction 
is important but style carries eq ual 
weight. This is for a place you're going 
to be in for a while because it's defi
nitely a long-term investment. 

What We Think: To best appreciate 
the sleek look of the Ubik system, 
whose aesthetic we admire (but whose 
cost causes consternation), proper 
lighting is a must- especially if you 
choose to turn the system into a free
standing wardrobe with doors. Ubik 
would surely tame a pile of pumps or 
litter of linens, but without a back
ground in apparel retai l, we're not sure 
who has the gumption to keep their 
shirts in each mailbox slot-like cubby. JIOo-
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DWELL REPORTS 

Elf a by the Container Store I containerstore.com 

---

Selectives by ClosetMaid I closetmaid.com 
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Expert Opinion: I install this system 

a lot. It's p robably the easiest to do 
because all it requires is a mallet

though you can get away with using 
the side of a shoe. The Container 
Store provides free planning services 

that you can use in the store or on the 

phone, and then the staff will email 

you the drawing. It's a very visual sys

tem, which is good for those kinds of 

thinkers, but it means you'll see every

thing if it's not behind closed doors. 

What We Think: Though seeing 
what's in your wardrobe wi ll prevent 

you from forgetting about the sweater 
your mother-in-law knitted you, your 
collection of clothes will probably look 

little like the color-coordinated images 

shown in advertisements. We'd prefer 

solid drawers to Elfa's mesh-and-wire 

baskets, but the large number of other 
accessories and the walk-in, reach-in, 

and freestanding options demonstrate 
the Elfa range is anything but elfin. 

Expert Opinion: If you have a reach

i n closet, this is a good choice-unlike 

some of the other systems, it can fit in 
a two-foot-deep space and the draw

ers fully extend (though it can also be 
a walk-in system). This is not the top 

of the line, and there is a limited color 

palette, but if you have a restricted 
budget and want to upgrade from 

a basic wire system to something with 
solid shelves and drawers that glide 

in and out, this is a strong selection. 

What We Think: Nothing comes for 

free: The financial savings of purchas
ing this system mean putting in a little 

elbow grease, as installation requires 
an enthusiastic DIYer equipped with 

a drill, liammer, and screwdriver. You 

can pay a small fee for the company 

to send you a custom layout, or play 
designer using ClosetMaid's free 
online p lanning program-either way, 

you're a weekend away from being 
closet-made.~-
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Gliss 5th by Molteni & C I molteni.it 

J 

Stolmen by Ehlen Johansson for Ikea I ikea.com 

70 June 2009 

Expert Opinion: The Gliss 5th 

acts as a freestanding wardrobe, so 
it's great for spaces that don't have 
closets or for a place where you need 

additional storage but don't want it 

to be built-in. The system is made 
of particleboard, like the others, but 

there are really nice veneers and 
leather and fabric covers for some 

of the panels that give them a great 

feel. I really like this system. 

What We Think: If you value your 
sock drawer over all else, Gliss 5th is 

the system for you. It can overwhelm 

a small space, although the angled 
end sections and doors that open 165 

degrees do help it blend in and let 

you get to those hard-to-reach corner 
spots. The large number of color and 
finish choices mean you can coordinate 

this system with your existing decor 

or, should your pocketbook permit, 
outfit the rest of the room with match

ing tables and chests of drawers. 

Expert Opinion: This is great for 
people who may not be staying in one 

place for that long. I'm not big on 
moving particleboard, which is what 

the shelves and drawers are made 
of, but because they're small pieces, 

they're okay to pack. I also like that 
Ikea flat-ships this product, giving it 

a green aspect. One limitation is that 
nothing mounts on the wal l, only the 
floor and ceiling; therefore, it won't 

work for you if your ceiling is too high. 

What We Think: If your ceilings are 

within the usable range- between 
6'10.5" and 10'9"- the mounting sys

tem increases Stolmen's versati lity, let
t ing you assemble its modular sections 

next to g lass or brick wal ls, behind the 

doors of a closet, or out in the open 
as shelves or housing for an entertain

ment system. This is a great choice 
for cost-conscious consumers- we 
just wish it came w ith as many fin ish 

options as it does screw caps. am 
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s Inside That Counts 

veneer or stainless steel, Liebherr's SBS 2413 

can match the decor of your custom kitchen 

as a side-by-side unit or in different parts of 

the kitchen. When you open the doors, take in 

the advanced features of premium refrigeration. 

Enjoy the large capacity and energy efficiency 

of the full freezer and the full refrigeration 

tower with LED lighting and Uebherr's patented 

BioFresh technology. The refrigerator style is all 

yours. But what's inside is Liebherr innovation, 

and the best way to preserve your food. 

Design, Quality and Innovation 
tr.g I d rT'il!Cr .JI 



PROFILE 

As Jarmund/ Vigsnces's 
growing crop of small, 
smart houses have 
garnered increasing 
attention, their equally 
prolific civic works 
have them poised 
to be Norway's next 
big export. 

Story by Aaron Britt 
Portrait by Pia Ulin 
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They're not Sn0hetta, Norway's 

architects-of-the-moment -and they 

want you to know it. They're Jarmund/ 

Vigsn<Es, and they fancy themselves 

an architectural anachronism. They like 

to make small houses with small bud
gets. They may not have the profile of 

Sn0hetta, but with a battery of projects 

al l over Norway, including a renova
tion of the Ministry of Defense and 

a nice little abode for the crown prince 

and p rincess, they're getting there. 
JarmundNigsn<Es's office is on the 

seventh floor of a gritty 1970s build ing 

in one of Oslo's less lovely corners, 

replete with standing water on the 

concrete floors and elevators that more 

readily summon thoughts of Ceau~escu 
than King Olaf. The sign on the door 

is small, the paint is peeling, and on my 

way over the cabbie double-checked 

that I knew where I was going. I step 

inside expecting a respite from the 
grim aesthetics of the ride up. Instead 

At nearly 80,000 square feet, the Oslo 
International School is one of Jarmund/ 
Vigsnaes's larger projects. Situated just out
side Oslo, the school was recently renovat-

I walk into the model shop, an impres

sive morass of cardboard and balsa 

wood t hat is more like the unkempt 

garage of a serial p utterer than the 

foyer of a gang of successful arch
it ect s. There is no front desk and no 

one greets me; a coup le people look 

up from their drawings or pause their 

conversations to inq uire who I am 
and how they might help me. I'm con

vinced I've wandered in by way of the 

side ent rance, somehow bypassed 
the smi ling receptionist, and am now 
obtrusively mill ing around outside 

the bathrooms wondering where the 
low throb of distaut,c):ii ll;.o uL musi,, _ ___ _ 

is coming from. 

Esinar Jarmund, tall, dressed in 
black, and with a shaved head, catches 

sight of me and shows me around the 

cluttered open-plan office. In a refrain 
that he will echo throughout our hours 

together, he tel ls me, " It's important 
to show what we are actually doing . .,. 

ed, with some 40,000 square feet of new 
construction. The colored panels suggest 
a sunny optimism, something the architects 
hoped to imbue in an educational context. 
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We don't want to show the polished 
face of architecture. Though we have 

some big clients, we don't want to be 
corporate architects. We practice an 

architecture that has rough edges." 

The edges may be rough , though 

it might be more fitting to say that 

JarmundNigsnces practice a rest

less ;;irchitecture. They do accept big 
commissions-take the Svalbard 

Science Center, located in t he Arctic 
archipelago of the same name, whose 

copper cladding is a kind of p laned, 
geometric mimicry of the craggy 
mountains. They are perpetually seek

ing new chal lenges, new solutions, 

new forms in which to invest. Woody 

A llen they're not. 

The Svalbard Science Center (top), on 
the arctic Svalbard archipelago, is clad 
in copper sheeting, a material that remains 
workable even in very low temperatures. 
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The firm grew out of the chi ldhood 

friendship of Jarmund and Hakon 
Vigsnces. They both attended the Oslo 

School of Architecture, and after 

Jarmund did a stint in the U.S. at the 

University of Washington, t he two 

joined forces and opened their prac
tice in 1995. Theirfirst big commis

sion came j ust a couple years later: 

a renovation of their old haunt , the 
Oslo School of Architecture. The 

project, according to Jarmund, "had 
us quadruple-checking and quintuple
checking everything." 

As Jarmund and I wander the halls 

of his old school, he describes how 

the designers who had been his 

teachers just a few years before were 

In the renovation of the Oslo School of 
Architecture (above), the firm maintained 
the building's industrial feel while adding 
green space on the stairs and roof. 

suddenly his very free-with-advice 

clients, and it became clear to him that 

the renovation of the raw, industrial
fee ling space had to be more about 

the students than the faculty. "The 
goal was to find a real ly relaxed solu

tion for this school. We didn't real ly 

want to add more building," he says. 
" I mean, these kids are going to be 

here studying for six years. The build

ing they come to everyday shouldn't 

be competing with them and their 

work. The truth is
1

, we t ried to do as 
little as possible." 

The exterior metal stairs that over
brim with vegetation and lead to the 
green roof are a nice touch, as are 

the shipping containers tacked onto 

the roof to house the vent ilation sys

tems. "The budget was really small," 
Jarmund tells me. " In fact, the only 

way we got any money to design with 

was to make the technical upgrades 

really efficient and use the money 
allotted for those." 

The result is at once functional and 
clever, as t he school feels less like 
a haven for high architectural theory 

than like a giant workshop, one where 

the spit outshines the polish, where 

industry meets the academy, and in 

which, one presumes, lies the spiritual 
provenance for the fi rm's cache of 

messy models. 

"I always knew that I wanted to 
make t~ings-boats or airplanes, 

sometning. And Hakon always loved 
to draw," Jarmund says by way of 

explain ing their ferti le partnersnip. 
Because they don't swing the hammers 
themselves, working through models 

suffice as that "something" they 

physically make. "We tend to think 

of ourselves as the last generation 
of architects before the digital world 

took over," says Jarmund, sounding 

rather more atavist ic than his 40-some 

years suggest . "We've never been 

able to fu lly capture t he possibilities 
of 3-D design on the computer, 

but it's bullshit to call them 3-D mod
els because they're printed out on 
2-D paper." 

Further decrying an architecture 

more and more reliant on the superfi

cial slickness computers can offer, he 

continues: "We like to make rough """ 
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models that aren't that nice. They are 

tools. The result of our work should 

be polished, not the tools that we use 
along the way." 

Those results, particularly the dozen 

houses the firm has done, are clearly 
what most excites Jarmund, where 

his firm is at its best, and the lever by 
which they've raised their standing. 

"I love small projects on difficult sites. 
With all of those limitations,. and I love 

limitations, you have to invest intel
ligence." We visited the recently com

pleted Edge House a half-hour's drive 

outside Oslo and it demands just that. 
The house is situated at the very edge 

of a modest terrace carved into a 
steep hillside; JarmundNigsnals opt
ed against setting it on the flat space 

in favor of pushing it as far into the air 
as it would go. The sharp geometry 

and perilous perch belie the sense 
of peace within, achieved through an 

open p lan, plenty of blond wood, and 

walls of g lass. 

The double-height ceiling and knotty 
interior g ive the Cabin Nordmarka (left) 
a pleasant lightness, despite being 
situated deep in the Norwegian forest. 
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The Triangle House is another tri

umph in textured geometry. Vertical 
and horizontal blocks of wooden slats 

compete with large windows oriented 
toward the sea. The Villa by the Ocean 
near Stavanger, Norway, feels more 

Californian than Nordic, with its long, 

low profile, green roof, and seaside 
concrete construction. "Doing a small 

house is like doing a portrait of your 
client," Jarmund muses. "In one case 

it's an old abandoned farmhouse for 
a pair of historians. In another, a guy 

wants a house out of James Bond." 

The leitmotif running through the 
canon of JarmundNigsn33s's houses, 

each one closer to a tone poem than 
a symphony, is size. Rarely larger than 
3,000 square feet, the majority are 

more often closer to 2,000; Jarmund 
is loath to take on big residential com

missions. "We thrive with the chal
lenges limitations bring. Clients with 

limitations know what's important. 

Wealthy cl ients don't know what's 

import·ant because for them, every

thing is equal. If they want eight 

fireplaces, they can have them." 
Despite the scrappy, we're-makers

not-marketers facade Jarmund pres
ents, h is firm's stature is on the rise

the Devil Rays to Sn0hetta's Yankees, 

maybe. They're in the process of 
designing a new hotel and tentatively 

have their sights set on the proposed 
Oslo Library, slated to sit next to 

Sn0hetta's celebrated new opera 
house on the fjord, an act that might 

give Jarmund more than a little 

competitive satisfaction. Nonetheless, 
houses remain the firm's bread and 

butter and the milieu in which they've 
done, and continue to do, their best 
work. "We're architects for the middle 

class, and the middle class has limita
tions," he asserts. "It's wrong to say 

that good architecture is without 
compromise. It 's fu ll of compromises. 

What good architecture has is a con

nection to necessity."~-

The Triangle House (right ) was com
pleted in 2006, and its natural materials 
and geometric form equally embrace 

the surrounding forests and ocean. 
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Kvits"y Coastal Control 

2004 
Cabin Nordmarka 
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Downshifting 
Sometimes a change in size is all it 
takes to make a major alteration. Here 
are two stories of spatial decisions 
and their impacts, when two families 
on opposite coasts-one urban, 
one rural-make the move to smaller 
or larger homes. When it comes 
to personal space, size does matter. 

so June2009 

In 2002, Fernando Barnuevo Sebastian de Erice 
fell in love with a classic modern house in Rye, 
New York, that was threatened with demolition. He 
bought it and restored it with the advice of Ulrich 
Franzen, the architect who built it for his own young 
family in 1955 and who now lives in retirement near 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. In 2007, Fernando persuaded 
his wife, Gloria, and their five children to give up 
a 7,000-square-foot colonial farmhouse across town 
and move into his dream home, barely a quarter the 
size. Everyone was encouraged to keep a few favorite 
things and ship inherited furniture and antiques 
to the family house in Madrid. Their goal was to live 
the simple life, in touch with nature. 

It helped that Franzen had created a modest 
masterpiece, even winning the acclaim of Walter 
Gropius, his former professor at Harvard, who wrote 
to praise its contribution "on the way to a bold, visual 
triumph over the gravity of inanimate materials.n 
A steel-truss roof that resembles a slender bow tie 
in profile seems to float atop eight steel columns. 
The house is raised on a brick base and the spacious 
glass-walled living room opens at either end to shel
tered wood decks. Though the four bedrooms and 
shared bathrooms to the rear are tiny, the children 
have a two-acre wooded garden in which to romp 
and hunt for frogs in spring. 

A year after the move, this experiment in living 
more in the manner of Thoreau at Walden Pond 
seems to be working well. Fernando relishes his idyl
lic retreat from the tensions of investment banking 
in Manhattan and business life on the road. Gloria 
wishes she had a quiet retreat when the children 
return from school with their friends- who think 
it's cool to live in a glass house amid the traditional 
stone mansions nearby-but she finds it easier 
to maintain than their sprawling old place. She 
agrees with Fernando's comment that "the house 
has changed our lives. It's like a stage that has to 
be shared with others, and it has brought us much 
closer together. We can glimpse deer and wild tur
keys from our fireside and stay in touch with every 
change in the seasons." 

Fernando and Gloria made few alterations to the 
house and furnished it much as Franzen did, with 
comfortable modern classics. Gabriela, their 22-year
old daughter, is studying at Pratt Institute and 
living in New York City but comes home on week
ends. She and the younger children- Jacobo, Mencia, 
Beltran, and Patricio- have adapted to living in 
close quarters. When their father told them he had 
received an offer to sell the house, they chorused, 
"Daddy, you can't!n 

Daddy was delighted to know they had come to 
share his enthusiasm. for a house that has proved its 
worth for three idealistic owners over a span of 
54 years.At a time when some of their neighbors are 
being compelled to downsize, the Barnuevos have 
done it as a matter of choice. 

-Michael Webb 

Dwell 
c 



Second Gehry 

Dwell 

In 1!962, Frank Gehry and Fereydoon Ghaffari
colleagues at Victor Gruen Associates before Gehry 
became an iconoclastic artist-architect and Ghaffari 
a master planner whose credits include the City 
of Valencia- bought land on a hilltop in the Ocean 
Park neighborhood of Santa Monica, California, and 
designed a six-unit rental building there. Though 
steeply pitched roofs and wooden balconies gave the 
building a faintly Tyrolean feel, the dwellings were 
clearly modern, with open plans, clean lines, built-in 
cupboards, and sliding glass doors connecting to 
outside balconies. The apartments were not huge
the two one-bedrooms around 800 square feet each 
and four two-bedrooms about 1,200 square feet
but they felt deceptively spacious.A show unit was 
decorated with Danish-style furnishings, and the 
Evening outlook, a local newspaper, referred to them 
as "swank apartments." 

Eighteen years ago this Dwell editor was lucky 
enough to move into one of the one-bedroom 
units. It comprised a bedroom, a living-dining room 

giving onto a small kitchen, and a special feature: 
An atrium, open to the sky as you entered the unit, 
flooded the living room with light. To a single 
woman the apartment was perfect: compact and 
cozy while not pokey, and reassuringly safe (a qual
ity reinforced by being bound by good neighbors). 

Any more space would have been superfluous and 
a move elsewhere inconceivable . . . until the arrival 
seven years ago of a live-in boyfriend (who become 
a spouse), and then a baby. The dining area became 
hubby's cluttered home office; the calming ante
room became a dining room; the one bedroom 
filled up with the entire family; and earplugs had 
to be worn by anyone who wanted to work while 
others watched TV. Not that this nestlike experience 
was intolerable; in fact, in many ways it was very 
pleasant due to the feeling of closeness. But a bed
room for a growing child was becoming imperative. 

When a two-bedroom a partment in the same 
building became available, it was time to make a 
move. While immensely appealing, on the one hand, 
this pending jump in volume of 400 square feet 
after so many years of living small also raised some 
questions: How would it feel to have more privacy? 
What about not tripping-Over each other with every 
move? Would there be les.s of a sense of together
ness? And is the move up a denial of the very prin
ciples espoused by Dwell and many of its readers: to 
live as economically (though stylishly) as possible? 

In reality, of course, the two-bedroom is still 
petite. Twelve hundred square feet would be gener
ous for a family in Tokyo or New York- or much 
of the rest of the world- but it is half the square 
footage of the average American single-family home, 
and a third of that of many homes in Los Angeles. 
Rattling around in wasteful space is not in the cards. 

But such a move also makes one reflect on not 
just the nature of tight space but the nature of the 
design of tight space. The one-bedroom has been 
livable all these years largely because it is very well 
designed, with every square inch maximized, with 
good proportions and a light-filled atrium, as well as 
details like a continuous picture rail that unifies and 
heightens the space. There are even niches for desks 
and unexpected windows- not to mention that 
the small space gives onto shared external staircases 
and balconies that offer views south and west of 
a sliver of ocean and the distant horizon. 

The same design principles were applied to the 
two-bedroom apartment, but where the smaller one
bedroom feels self-contained, in the two-bedroom 
space flows out through three sets of sliding doors 
to the porch and deck. It feels more exposed, and 
more conducive to inside·-outside California living, 
which of course is delightful- but less nestlike. Will 
we miss that? The mind spins at how minor spatial 
differences can have a major emotional impact. 

But there is one thing that is not in doubt: The 
new apartment is still very "swank." 1111 

- Frances Anderton 

June 2009 81 



DWELLINGS 

arrow 
ictor 

story by Saicah llich 
Photos by llailnmd Koch 

82 June 2009 

Project: Finger-Kennedy Apartment 
AJ:chitect: noroof architects 
Location: New York, New York 
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From the living room 
(opposite) , the narrow 
apartment stretches 
back into the sleeping 
quarters by way of 
a compact kitchen that 
packs all the needs of 
a home chef against one 
wall. From the street 
(le~) , the building 
has the classic look of 
a lower Manhattan 
residence, but inside, 
the exposed original 
brick (below) is one of 
the few reminders of the 
apartment ' s old bones . 

For a nine-year-old who loves pirates and science 
fiction, Jonah Finger thinks of his family's apart
ment as make-believe come true. His parents, Michael 
Finger and Joanne Kennedy, completed the renova
tion of their 640-square-foot walk-up in Manhattan's 
East Village in May of 2008, just a week before 
the birth of Jonah's baby sister, Esther. And while 
changing houses and getting a new sibling can be 
a turbulent transition for a kid, moving into the new 
place provided a thrilling amount of entertainment 
for Jonah. He has secret compartments under the 
floor to fill with toys and his own Murphy bed hid
ing in the wall behind his dad's desk. For Finger and 
Kennedy, these features are critical space-savers 
that allow them to live peacefully in the postage 
stamp-size apartment, but the inventive design is 
also a reminder that livability isn't just about organi
zation and tidiness; it's about the joy of interacting 
with a space. 

The day I visited the family, Hurricane Ike was 
rumbling across the Atlantic and the humidity in 
New York City was nearly 100 percent. Climbing the 
four flights to their door left me slightly drenched, 
but the apartment was a cool refuge. With ice water 
in hand, we took a spin around the tiny place, Jonah 
playing docent while his father and Scott Oliver, one 
of two architects for the project, filled in the blanks. 
Oliver's partner, Margarita McGrath, was away that 
day at Virginia Tech, where she teaches architecture 
courses part-time. ~· 
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Oliver and McGrath run the firm noroof archi
tects, a collaboration that began in 1994. Their initial 
renovation plans pivoted around three existing 
conditions: the placement of the building's plumb
ing, two skylights Finger had installed prior to the 
design phase, and a request from Jonah that the 
apartment be turned into a pirate ship. "He gave 
us a brief with very specific design ideas, including 
where lighting rigs should go," oliver remembers, 
adding that a boat was actually a logical source of 
inspiration in terms of designing creative solutions 
for compact living. 

Upon entering the apartment one would never 
guess its total size. The front door opens onto an 
11.s-by-16-foot living room- an open space that 
belies the density of the remaining 360 square feet. 
Between two tall south-facing windows, a table 
folds down from the wall, revealing a built-in book
case. It's a utility surface most of the time, but it lifts 
up easily on its hinge and hides away flat to make 
room for company. "It feels surprisingly spacious," 
Finger remarks. "For Joanne's 40th we had a party 
with 16 people- only three of them were children!" 

Friends and kids are high on the family's priority 
list, and their renovation goals revolved more around 
accommodating family and visitors than stashing 
a lot of stuff.Aside from Jonah's impressive collection 
of toys, they keep possessions to a minimum. When 
the couple met, Finger was backpacking through 
the U.S. on a visit from his native Australia and ... 
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Having a home office 
in an apartment of this 
size might seem impos
sible, but flexible 
furniture transforms 
one room into two. Jonah 
and his dad can work 
at the desk during the 
day, and all it takes 
is gentle downward 
pressure to lower the 
desk to the floor, 
bringing the kid-size 
mattress into position 
for bedtime (above) . 

Dwell 

In the living room 
(below) , a sizable table 
disappears into vert
ical space to make room 
for parties or playtime 
with the kids. The 
table ' s base, which 
itself is an additional 
storage container, 
rolls easily into place 
to support the surface. 
When it's time to eat 
or do homework, the 
adults lower the table 
top, revealing a dozen 
book cubbies. 
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Fi.nge.x - Kennedy Apartment 
Floox Plan 

A Living/ Dining Azea 
II Kitchen 
C Bathroom 
D Bedzoom/ Study 
E Master Bedroom 
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Kennedy was living in a small employee room at 
a Catholic Worker house of hospitality for the home
less where she has worked since 1993. When the 
couple bought their apartment in 2004, they had no 
trouble adjusting to iits size, but they knew it had 
potential to be more functional and roomy. "We 
felt like, for Manhattan, it was big enough," Finger 
recalls. "It was just a bad layout.'' 

They hired Oliver and McGrath after hearing 
of the pair's skill with small spaces. One of the 
first steps was to eliminate several inches of dry
wall along the eastern side, increasing the floor 
area slightly. Finger restored the remaining exposed 
brick himself, leaving a groove in the rear of the 
apartment between the reclaimed pine floor and 
wall that enables a convenient cleaning strategy
simply sweep dust into the channel, then run a 
vacuum hose through it. "A pretty thorough clean
ing only takes an hour," he says. With a job that 
demands frequent travel, he values saving time 
as much as space, maximizing weekend hours for 
family and his favorite pastime: cooking. 

The new kitchen sits along one wall of the connec
tive passage between the living room and the rear 
of the apartment. Finger had initially envisioned 
an all-black, showroom-style kitchen, but ulti
mately they went with CaesarStone and a gray color 
scheme, which kept the kitchen from dominating. 
Though the area is narrow, there's still enough 
room for Jonah to set up a battleground for several II•· 
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brigades of army figurines near his father's collec
tion of lime green Le Creuset pots. Pantry goods are 
stored in a narrow sliding shelving unit that doubles 
as a screen when extended fully, providing some 
peace and quiet in the bedrooms if the kids need to 
go to sleep while the parents entertain. 

The floor slopes up at the bathroom, where exist
ing plumbing necessitated some extra elevation. 
In the found space above the original floor, recessed 
lighting provides a subtle night-light, partially fil
tered by a mahogany grill over the top. The pillbox 
lavatory was strategically placed so that the shower 
could share one of the kitchen skylights. "We believe 
that natural light is important in a shower," Oliver 
explains. "It can transform a standard bathroom 
into a spa-like space." Birch plywood and jade green 
stone mosaic floor tiles add to the Japanese feel. 

The end of the corridor becomes a slender office/ 
bedroom, with a tall north-facing window that looks 
out onto a tree and offers glimpses of Manhattan's 
minimally varied wildlife. "We have a squirrel and 
a nesting pigeon," Finger tells me, "but of course 
New Yorkers don't like pigeons." Jonah quickly 
interjects: "Excuse me, it's a turtle dove, and there 
were two eggs, and two doves mean good luck." 

Clearly Jonah considers himself lucky to have 
had his pirate ship aspirations honored. He demon
strates the easy transformation of his sleeping berth 
from desk into bed, which he can do by himself. The 
floor hatches are also kid-friendly, he readily proves, 
with each section of mahogany floor lifting up to 
reveal cavities approximately eight inches deep for 
storing electronics, clothes, and toys. 

The storage units were designed and built by 
a young firm called STRand, whom McGrath first 
encountered when the· partners were students at 
Virginia Tech. she and oliver invited STRand to 
collaborate on many of the wood elements in the 
apartment. They designed the kitchen cabinets, 
living room bookshelves, and even milled the 
pine floor planks for the front rooms, which they 
salvaged from a Virginia hay barn. 

In the "master" bedroom, the couple now shares 
their 70 square feet with baby Esther. Through their 
window, the spire of the Empire State Building can 
be vaguely made out-a vista Finger relishes despite 
its reliance on clear skies and sharp eyes. The bed 
occupies most of the room, but it's not wasted space. 
The mattress rests on large rolling bins and the 
flooring at the foot of the bed lifts, too, though for 
now the baby's crib limits access. 

The foursome can live harmoniously in their mod
est domain, but Finger and Kennedy foresee a time 
when Esther's toys will tip the balance and they'll 
need more room. They often talk about moving to 
Australia, where Finger's family still lives. "We are 
committed to raising our children to be comfort
able living outside the United States," says Kennedy. 
"When we do leave, it won't be for somewhere else 
in the city. This is our home in New York." Until 
the wind blows them in a new direction, they're all 
hoping Esther develops a penchant for pirates. • 
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P:roject : Canyon House 
A:rchitect: Office of Hadley + Peter Al:nold 
Location: Los Angel es , California 



The Ainolds' architec
tuxe studio-right 
next door to their new 
home-occupies a 1941 

structUJ:e by Cliff May 
(opposite) . A wall of 
burnished concrete block 
(right) protectively 
isolates their indoor 
and outdoor living areas 
from the busy road. 
Flanking this wall are 
a caxport and entrance 
(below) leading past 
a small, cedar-clad 
ancillary building 
for art projects and 
laund:ry. 

when a friend suggested that Hadley and Peter 
Arnold consider a house for sale in the posh Los 
Angeles enclave of Bel Air, Hadley burst out, "That's 
ridiculous- we can't even afford a mailbox there!" 
To which their friend replied: "That's okay; this 
house happens to be about the size of a mailbox." 

As the Arnolds soon discovered, the property was 
not in the Bel Air of grand gateways, lavish estates, 
and manicured lawns, but in the adjoining, more 
down-to-earth neighborhood of Beverly Glen, a place 
with small, pleasingly bohemian cottages nestled 
on slightly scruffy lots, thick with wild grasses. 
Steep canyon walls and an active road, hemming in 
meager swaths of buildable land, had helped define 
the local character. 

Hadley and Peter- architects who met as grad 
students at SCI-Arc-were drawn to the 650-square
foot house their friend had recOinmended: a white, 

nearly cubic, wood-and-glass structure from 1941 

by architect cliff May. They bought it- and not only 
set up their small architectural office there, but 
also made it their home.A baby daughter would 
soon join them. 

About a year later, their next-door neighbor 
leaned over the fence and proposed selling the 
Arnolds her own property, the brambly, overgrown 
site of another small house.A favorable deal, plus 
the rare opportunity to create a separate home and 
architectural studio just steps apart, was too good 
to pass up. They leaped at it. •1• 
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Living small indoors, but living large in the 
landscape, appealed to Hadley and Peter, who have 
taught sustainable-architecture studios- first 
at UCLA and, since 2002, at Woodbury University 
in Burbank, where they formed the Arid Lands 
Institute to research innovative responses to 
climate change and water scarcity. Their locally 
famous Dry Studio involves wild and bumpy road 
trips across the arid west, where the entire class 
camps out, designing and erecting temporary 
drought-responsive structures. For the Arnolds, 
moderation is "the wave of the future ... essential for 
a sustainable nation." Naturally, once they'd pur
chased the neighbor's property, unsolicited offers 
flowed in from developers eager to erect a cluster 
of multistory residential units on the one-third-acre 
lot (only a third of which is buildable). Yet Hadley 
and Peter- determined to preserve the canyon's 
surviving landscape-resisted market pressures. 
Instead, they envisioned renovating their newly 
acquired one-story, 835-square-foot home and 
happily moving in. But the building, they soon 
discovered, was too rotted out to salvage. 

Taking the house down to its foundations, how
ever, was "much, much more than we'd bargained 
for," recall the architects, who nevertheless saw 
this radical step as the only viable option. For the 
project to qualify as a renovation, rather than new 
construction (a far more costly endeavor, given 
code requirements), it could not extend one centi
meter beyond the existing footprint. 

Their new home, Canyon House, now stands on 
the foundations of the cottage built for the Lohrie 
family in 1947 by Rodney Walker, who went on 
to design three Case Study Houses. The Arnolds' 
scheme, based on the original structural bays, is very 
much in the spirit of the case Study program. Like 
those homes, and such forerunners as Cliff May's 
white cube next door (now the Arnolds' architec
ture studio), Canyon House emphasizes spatial flow, 
openness, and transparency, with sweeping glass 
walls and generous ope.nings that bring in ample 
sunlight. The design encourages seamless indoor
outdoor living-a goal arguably achieved more fully 
in Canyon House than in the more opaque and intro
verted, plywood-clad Lohrie House. With exposed 
Douglas-fir framing and hand-troweled concrete 
floors, the new construction also shares the Case 
Study Houses' economy of means and exposed struc
tural materials as final finishes. 

Walker was among the early California modern
ists who translated the ideas and spatial character 
of international modernism into a West Coast idiom, 
engaging the landscape with warm, earthy mate
rials such as wood instead of the original style's 
hard-edged, industrial palette. Canyon House's cedar 
cladding and Douglas-fir posts and beams similarly 
relate to the setting's colors and textures: native 
yucca, sage, poppies, and tall grasses. 

Taking cues from existing conditions, the 
Arnolds created open-air "rooms" defined by sur
rounding small-scale buildings. Despite the unruly-.. 
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overgrowth, they envisioned a protected courtyard 
framed by the Irshaped house near the back of the 
lot and the former freestanding carport (long ago 
reincarnated as a 120-square-foot utility shed) at 
the front. Miraculously, the ancillary structure had 
proper permits for electricity and plumbing, and so, 
Hadley explains, "we were able to leverage a little 
house into a small home with a tiny outbuilding and 
a huge outdoor living room." Eight months of the 
year, they cook, dine, and entertain outside. 

Though a heavily trafficked road runs perilously 
close to the neighborhood's houses, the Arnolds 
have effectively removed their property from the 
automotive realm by inserting a wall of burnished 
concrete block along the street front. Creating 
a surprisingly cloistered and serene refuge in the 
landscape (you completely forget the road is even 
there), the division makes the burgeoning canyon 
wall the prime backdrop. This safe harbor allows the 
couple's young daughter, Josie, to run free outdoors 
with her playmates and a menagerie of pets. 

From inside the light-filled house, you feel 
immersed in the landscape, completely removed 
from urban encroachments. Minimally furnished 
with antique, mid-century, and modem pieces, 
the interior offers an open living-dining-kitchen 
area, two bedrooms, and a pair of bathrooms. 
The small ancillary structure houses a workspace, 
storage, a washer-dryer, earthquake provisions, 
and a place for Josie to draw and paint. l!lo· 
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From their bedroom 
(below left and oppo
site) , Hadley and Peter 
can gaze out at the 
canyon wall or up 
tlu:ough a skyli ght at 
t he clouds and stars . 
For this room, a remov
able window ( opposite) 
provides egress, as 
required by code . The 
Arnolds consider Francis 
and Paschal (below 
right) the patron saints 
of their home, repre
senting moderation or 
austerity tempered by 
generous hospitality . ~ 
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During construction, when the house was still 
roofless, Hadley and Peter mused: "Let's stop right 
here: open to the sky." They added a cap, but modi
fied it to preserve that expansive quality. When 
camping out, the Arnolds prefer to sleep under the 
stars without a tent, and when they're home, they 
now enjoy skylights, which account for almost 20 

percent of the roof surface. Lying in bed or in the 
tub, they watch fleeting cloud patterns, the moon's 
phases, the constellations, and an occasional meteor 
shower. "When you live in a canyon, your days are 
short. The sun sets early against high horizon lines," 
Hadley points out, "so it's a gift to have this kind 
of light, these framed views of the sky." 

Not surprisingly, these environmentally attuned 
architects made their house and its grounds "as 
green as we knew how," says Hadley, citing energy 
and water issues as "fundamental drivers" behind 
the design. Instead of air-conditioning, the home 
offers year-round comfort through cross ventilation 
and operable skylights (in the bathrooms) that func
tion as thermal chimneys, venting hot air in warm 
weather. And an integral photovoltaic system not 
only meets the family's energy needs (even heating 
the interior in winter via an electric radiant slab), 
but it also generates a surplus that the owners regu
larly feed into the city grid, selling excess electricity 
to the utility company. 

"Equally progressive," adds Peter, all the site's 
rainwater is "allowed to percolate back into the 

water table, into the canyon's underground stream, 
reducing runoff." The gently sloping roofs, drought
tolerant plantings, and site-integrated dry wells are 
all key to this enlightened water management. 

"And, of course, we recycled wherever possible," 
says Hadley, pointing out materials they salvaged 
from the site's previous building, including redwood 
planks, Douglas fir beams, and brick pavers: "Even 
the sawdust created during construction went into 
the grounds as compost." And the oak bench out
doors, she explains, is a pew from a small summer 
chapel in Rhode Island, where she and Peter were 
married. "Our wedding was the last event before 
the parish sold off its fixtures and moved to another 
location. So my parents bought the pew and gave it 
to us for our first anniversary." 

A few steps from the benches, just inside the front 
door, stand two wooden statues from New Mexico: 
Saints Francis of Assisi and Paschal Baylon. Francis 
is thin and austere, the patron saint of restraint 
and simplicity; he is the environmentalists' folk 
hero, "doing more with less," the owners explain. 
Meanwhile, Paschal, a chubby, spoon-wielding cook, 
is the patron saint of hospitality and abundance. 
(The Arnolds are also talented in the kitchen.) "It's 
a fine balance," says Hadley. "Alone, Francis might 
seem intimidating, if admirably rigorous, while 
Paschal's a bit indulgent, if more fun. But together 
they feel complete.As we see it, the purpose-and 
beauty- of restraint is to give rise to abundance." Uli 
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No sooner had Andrew McKenzie, guitarist and 
vocalist for the Kiwi alt-country band Grand Prix, 
moved in to his new house in an apple orchard in 
Havelock North, New Zealand, than he spent the 
first night in an impromptu jam session with fellow 
musicians.After ten years of living in Wellington, 
McKenzie craved a small, inexpensive modem 
home where he could keep an eye on his widowed 
mother- she lives next door in McKenzie's child
hood home- and let his music take center stage. 

Music looms large in McKenzie's life- a passion 
that's reflected on the walls of the 861-square-foot 
house, two of which are lined with mounted guitars. 
Their cases, along with a sitar, occupy most of the 
bench space in the narrow study, and in the living 
room, there's an old Akai reel-to-reel tape recorder 
and a Fender amp at the ready. "We are also going 
to see what drums sound like in here," says 
McKenzie. He thinks. that, acoustically, they might 
require putting curtains across the expanses of 
glass that run the lengths of the lower walls in the 
lounge-but only for the duration of recording ses
sions. His architects, Cecile Bonnifait and William 
Giesen, will surely be relieved. 

Bonnifait and Giesen run Wellington's Atelier 
Workshop, which last year won a regional award 11>-
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from the New Zealand Institute of Architects for 
the McKenzie project, earning praise for its "dis
armingly simple" form and execution. "This very 
direct interpretation of the bachelor pad proves that 
architecture is not dictated by budget" (in this case, 
the budget was about about $120,000) said judges' 
convenor Ezra Kelly. 

Bonnifait, a Frenchwoman who has lived in New 
Zealand since establishing Atelier Workshop with 
Giesen in 2000, is well placed to appreciate the role 
of music in McKenzie's life: They play together in 
another band, Bonanza, where her dramatic Gallic 
vocals can be heard to the fore. Knowing McKenzie 
was an advantage, though Bonnifait says that Atelier 
develops an intimacy with all their clients. "They 
have to talk about their dirty laundry to us," she 
says, laughing. The bigger factor in finding the right 
way to design such a small house was perhaps that 
McKenzie knew and trusted her so well. 

The size of the house was dictated by planning 
regulations, 861 square feet being the cutoff point 
before the project counted as a subdivision. Its 
26-by-26-foot footprint and positioning ensured that 
it would fit pleasingly into the grid of the surround
ing orchard, lining up with the rows of trees and 
complementing McKenzie's mother's house, which 
dates from 1971 and was designed by the late John 
Scott, one of New Zealand's most acclaimed archi
tects. Giesen himself lived in a Scott house when he 
was a boy and muses, "Scott was probably the person 
who inspired me to become an architect." 

Scott's house for the McKenzies' loomed large as 
Atelier Workshop set to work next door. Bonnifait 
describes their house for Andrew as "trying to 
understand the essence of what John Scott was 
about," though responding in their own vocabulary. 

Both architects appreciate the sculptural quality 
of Scott's work, something they sought to emulate in 
part by employing sheets of steel to clad the outside 
of the new house. The materials were meant to sug
gest a barn sitting in the pastoral landscape, but the 
architects opted for a wider tray than standard-issue 
corrugate, which, as Giesen puts it, offers "much 
more pronounced shadow lines:• 

As with that of the Scott house, the roof of 
Atelier's house floats above the orchard foliage and 
within the undulation of surrounding hills. Though 
the interior is painstakingly symmetrical, the roof 
is a pyramid with an off-center apex-a feature that 
presented its own problems. The builder hoped to 
construct it offsite and lift it on with a crane, but 
transporting it through the orchard proved too dif
ficult. The builder made it in situ instead. 

The height of the ceiling (which also aids acous
tics), plus the extensive use of glass to bring in 
sunlight, ensures the house never feels as small as 
it is. "It's more than enough room for one person," 
McKenzie says. "I've had large groups of friends 
around and they have said that the living area seems 
so big." An outside courtyard that feels like an exten
sion of the lounge, in part because it is enclosed by 
slats that parallel those inside, doesn't hurt either . ._ 
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McKenzie Residence 
Fi.xst Floor Plan 

A Courtyard 

6 

D 

B Living/ Dining Area 
C Kitchen 
D Study 

McKenzie composes 
at his dining table 
(below) , which, like 
many furnishings in 
the house, came from 
a secondhand store. 
The living area flows 
into an outside court
yard, whose slats 
parallel those inside, 
making it feel lilc.e an 
extension of the main 
house. The corridor by 
the staircase (left) 
leads to the kitchen and 
offers storage space . 
The living area gains 
fuJ:ther sun from a 
skyli ght in the high 
pyramid-shaped roof 
( opposite le~) . New 
trees ( opposite bottom) 
have been planted 
along the orchard grid 
to provide privacy. 
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McKenzie's stipulations for the house were few. 
His budget was small, and he wanted two stories in 
order to get a view over the orchard to the local land
mark Te Mata Peak.And he didn't want plasterboard, 
known throughout New Zealand by the manufac
turer's name, GIB. He's seen a lot of it in his day job 
as a house painter, and it's the last thing he wanted 
to come home to. "I do paint a lot of GIB walls. I have 
nothing against GIB, ·but I don't like it for myself. It's 
really smooth and sort of featureless. With plywood, 
you have more of an honest material, it's got its own 
features and, hopefully, it will be very durable." 

Plywood is used throughout the interior-Gaboon 
below the datum and Italian poplar above- from the 
walls and ceiling to the bench and cabinets in the 
kitchen, and for wardrobes and shelving. There is 
a bank of shelving beneath the staircase leading 
to the mezzanine- a neat solution to the fact that 
the lounge, with its large sliding glass doors on 
three sides, does not have available external walls 
to accommodate storage. Two large wardrobes built 
into the structure of the mezzanine are symmetri
cally placed on either side of the bedroom and tower 
imposingly h igh when viewed from the ground floor. 
It has all proved more than sufficient storage for 
McKenzie, who still has room to spare. 
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McKenzie's modest budget and the zoning laws 
necessitated a tiny footprint, but being small 
was also about be.ing sustainable, though Atelier 
Workshop hardly considered the job simple because 
they were using fewer materials. 

Without the cash for a high-tech photovoltaics, 
Giesen and Bonnifait took a passive solar approach
a detail as important to them as the wall of guitars 
is to McKenzie. Sunlight heats the house by day, and 
at night warmth stored in the concrete floor- which 
is insulated from below- keeps things comfortable. 
Louvered windows, common Down Under, are stra
tegically placed to control the flow of air and provide 
cooling as necessary. In his first winter in the house, 
McKenzie never needed a heater to keep warm. 

"A lot of New Zealand architecture is these colo
nial houses people plonked in without any thought," 
says Giesen. "For us, sure, we want it to look good 
and we want it to be a contemporary building, but 
if it's not a sustainable piece of architecture, well, 
it's just a fashion statement really, isn't it?" Giesen 
should watch out: As more small houses like this
sensitive to the landscape, their contexts, and their 
residents-start cropping up, Atelier Workshop 
could find themselves leading the charge of a fash
ion all their own.• 
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McKenzi e Residence 
Second floor Plan 

E Bedxoom 

McKenzie and neighbor 
James McNeill (below) 
play in the l i ving axea. 
The study ( opposite top) 
is nauow but illumi
nated by a window, 
louvered lilce others 
in the house to help 
regulate heat. The 
Gaboon-plywood walls 
flow through into the 
bathroom (opposite, 
bottom left) without 
a door to get in the 
way. The mezzanine 
bedxoom ( opposite , 
bottom right) si ts 
beneath the off-center 
apex of the pyramid 
roof, with a view over 
the orchard, one of 
McKenzie ' s few stipula
tions for the home ' s 
design. 0 
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Waste 
Opportunity 

While the Western world forgets 
its waste with a flush, 2.6 billion 
people don't even have toilets. 
Virginia Gardiner ventures to the 
World Toilet Summit in search 
of sanitation's future. 

On November 4, 2008, the night 

Americans voted for "change," it was 
already the morning of November 5 
at the World Toilet Summit and Expo 

in Macau. Several hundred engineers, 
entrepreneurs, bureaucrats, and 

bankers were talking toilets in the con

ference center at the Venetian, which 
is just like the Venetian Las Vegas, 

except most of the gamblers are from 
mainland China. 

Outside the hermetically sealed 

air-conditioned casino complex, 
the weather was a sultry 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit . Taxis dropped off summit 
attendees at the front entrance, an 

arcaded affair adorned with faux fres

coes. Obsequious men in synthetic 

gondolier costumes helped with 
oversize luggage- containing toi let 

prototypes, perhaps. 

Story by Virginia Gardiner 
Illustrations by Leif Parsons 
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The summit, titled "Driving Sustain

able Sanitat ion through Market -Based 
Initiatives," was meant to appeal to 
money-mind ed people. Its host was 

Jack "Toiletman" Sim, a Singapore 

b usinessman who left the construc
t ion industry in t he late 1990s to 

found another WTO, the World Toilet 

Organization. In his opening address, 

Sim explained that global sanitat ion 
is a t r ill ion-dollar market that's virtually 

untapped because 2.6 b ill ion people 
worldw ide currently don't have toilets 

of any kind. He showed a p hoto of 

a roulette wheel. "It's time for investo rs 

t o take a chance," he said. 
Design, from hardware to underwear, 

is fundamentally about objects that 

mediate between the planet and o ur 

naked selves. In this light, the toilet 
is unique. It's the p hysical receptacle 

and conduit for our most massive 

bodily contributio n to p lanetary mat
ter, which, if you haven't g uessed , is 

excrement: The average human being 

produces 1,200 pounds a year of feces 
and urine combined. Underscoring 
Sim's speech, and the entire summit, 

was awareness that due to lack of 
toilets, each year 3.12 tri llion tons of 

unt reated human waste contaminate 

water supplies. Resulting waterborne 
illnesses, which p rey mostly on chi l

dren, kill seven thousand people a day. 
The global sanitat ion crisis is w hat 

social scientists Rittel and Webber 

might call a "wicked problem"-the 
sort that can only be addressed through 

design. A solution could save 2.5 mil
lion lives a year. It would entai l not j ust 

objects but infrastructures. The world 
has yet to wake up to the problem. 

For people who have toilets, huge 

issues remain, like the astronomical 
cost of sewage t reatment (in the 

United States, the EPA estimates about 
$20 bill ion a year). In fact, worldwide, 

about 90 percent of sewer effluent 

is dumped untreated. Then there's 
the unknown cost of living on chemi
cally t reated tap water. In H20 and the 
Waters of Forgetfulness, p hilosopher 

Ivan Illich describes the 20th-century 

transformation of water from the "stuff 

that radiates purity" into "Hp ... on 
whose purification human survival now 

depends. H20 is a social creation of 

modern times, a resource that is scarce 

and cal Is for technical management." 
"Forgetfulness" is an apt word to 

associate with toilets. Ecologists some

t imes describe the "flush and forget" 

mind-set: What househo ld object can 
rival the toilet's ability to make d isgust 

disappear? The flush is not unlike a sigh 
of rel ief. Every day tho usands upon 

thousands of tons of human waste ride 
the waters o ut to an unseen infrastruc

ture. To ilets top the water-consumpt ion 
chart in most U.S. ho useholds, and they 

use water that's treated for drinking. 

Toilet s are also a brilliant invention

as crucial to modern times as the steam 
engine or the Tesla coi l. By prevent

ing proliferation of feces-transmitted 
d isease, they enable large-scale, high

density cities to exist. Fo r the billions 

without them, toilets are an icon of 

progress beyond reach, because they 

rely on infrastructures that 21st-century 
realit ies render impossible. Forty per

cent of the globe is already suffering 
chronic water shortages, so there 

won't be enough to flush down toilets. 
The world has yet to find a commensu

rately urbane alternative. 
Sim looked down from his podium 

at the mult icontinental, interdisciplin

ary grou p that comprised his audi
ence. "Trying to address this problem, 

we have been working in silos," he 
said. "It's time for us to work together." 

He asked everyone in the auditorium 

to recite t he Sanitation Pledge with 
one hand over their heart: "Sanitation 

is a basic human necessity," the crowd 
read from the screen, in faint unison. 
"I have a responsibility in providing 

sanitation services. I can be your part
ner in provid ing sanitat ion." The crowd 

shuffled into the networking lounge 
for a tea break. 

Alon9side the summit- a packed 
schedule of panel discussions where 

topics ranged from "Disaster Sanitation" 

to "Assessing Toilet Need"-was the 

expo, in which a motley group of dry 
toilet producers displayed their wares. 

Dry toilets are, of course, the water

less variety. The most successful mod

els ut ilize ecological sanitation, known 

as eco-san, a system in which urine 

and feces are col lected separately, feces 
are com posted, and both are reused Ii-
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as fertilizer. The p rocess has existed for 

millennia but was revived recently in 

Scandinavia, where rocky land makes 
septic systems impractical. Through 

urine separation, these toi lets solve all 

the problems that arise when trouble

shooting a garden-variety composting 

toilet: excess moisture (human waste 
is 90 percent water), excess space (with 

dry materials added to absorb the 

moisture), and noxious odor (together, 
urine and feces produce much more 

smell than either on its own). 

Eco-san toi lets recover nutrients 
such as nitrogen and phosphorus from 
human waste. They close an environ

mental loop and turn waste into a 

commodity. Already, fertilizer is in such 
demand that U.S. sewer companies 

often sel l their sludge to farms. It's 

directly applied to crops, despite the 
fact that it consists of not only human 

waste but industrial effluent, si nee 
our system treats them all together. 

The implications on public health are 

dubious at best. 
But eco-san toilets aren't yet suited 

for cit ies unless they are incorporated 
in new buildings, such as some recently 

erected in Dongsheng, an eco-town 

in China. They need too much space 
for storage, and too much retrofitting 

for comfort. Their output, fertil izer, 
requires transport to the countryside. 

Still, the underlying concept- turning 
waste into a commodity through a 

low-energy, waterless process-seems 
key to solving the global sanitation 
crisis, according to Jack Sim. 

In the Venetian Macau, recently 
constructed for $2.4 bill ion, there are 

over 3,000 bathrooms. Circumstances 
raised the quest ion: Could $2.4 b ill ion 

have bought a new toilet design for 

the 21st century? It would have to be 
waterless, odor-free, and user-friendly. 

And that might not be the end of 
it. Lourdes C. Fernando, a mayor from 

the Philippines, caused a stir in the 
"Capacity Building" panel when she 

stood up and said, "As a mayor, I know 

that you have to be able to sell a con
cept. We need to make toilets sexy. 

Like, maybe a toilet can have a theme. 

So people can sit on the toi let and 
be X-Men for five minutes." For now 

the superheroes wi ll have to wait. 
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Considering the need for new toilets, 
and t heir fascinating aesthet ics and 
human relevance, the field su£fers 
a dearth of innovati on. Nonetheless , 
several inter esting concepts stood 
out at the World Toilet Summit . 

Envi:rosan 
In postapartheid South Africa, toilet 
provision has become a political 
issue . Urine -diversion toilet bowls 
are in demand. While most are rota
tionally molded plastic, Envir osan 
invested in tooling for injection
molded polypropylene , and it paid off. 
The smooth, shiny, no-frills bowls 
are bolted into floors in semirural 
outhouses . Like most urine-diverting 
toilets , they come with an instruc
tion sheet for how to sit properly. 
envizosan. co . za 

The GottaGoToilet 
The GottaGoToilet is a flat -packed 
cardboard box that unfolds into 
a toilet. It comes with GottaGo trade
marked biodegradable plastic bags 
and ChemiSan, a patented powder that , 
when added to human waste , allegedly 
turns i t into pathogen-free dirt 
within days . The content of the pel
lets remains undisclosed and there 
are warning labels on the box to keep 
it away from children and pets . The 
toilet is intended mostly for disaster 
relief or camping. chemisan . com 

tbe Sit-Squat Toilet 
The Sit-Squat Toilet addresses a 
global range of defecation styles 
(there are more than you might think) . 
By li~ing and l owering the seat , 
the user ean choose whether t o sit 
or squat. The toilet was presented 
alongside copies of a self-published 
book by computer scientist and inven
tor Jonathan Isbit, Nature Knows 
Best · Health Benefits of the Natural 
Squatting Position. The book links 
seated defecation to a roster of 
health problems from appendicitis to 
colon cancer . Not suggested reading 
for typical Western bathroom visitors . 
sg,geocities.com/sitsquattoi let 

The Peepoo Bag 
The Peepoo Bag is a biodegradable 
plastic bag that has a minimal form
a narrow rectangle-to minimize cost . 
It's designed for Kenyan slums, 
where a common solution is the "flying 
toilet": '"Go" insi de a plastic bag, 
tie a knot , and throw it as faI as 
possible . The Peepoo Bag has a less 
snazzy name and might be difficult 
to squat over due to its small size, 
but it ' s lined with urea, an organic 
compound that speeds the destruction 
of pathogens . A~er a month, it's 
safe to use as fertilizer , contents 
and all. peepoople. com 11111 
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Pockets not only helps protect floors, walls and furniture, it conserves water. Plants love Pockets 
because Woolly Pockets™ breathe to promote healthier roots and soil. Pockets come in dozens of 
modular styles, sizes and colors. 
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DESIGN FINDER TWENTYTWENTYONE 

In 1993, Tony Cunningham and Simon 
Alderson founded twentytwentyone, 

a design store that sources, produces, 
and sells modern furniture, lighting, 

and products from a converted stable 

building in London's trendy Islington 
neighborhood. Through their uniquely 

curated exhibitions they continue to 
make people aware of great design

modern, vintage, and contemporary. 

What inspired you to open 

twentytwentyone? 
Tony Cunningham: The inspiration 
was really just a love of modernism and 
mid-century design, which led to a 

passion and interest in contemporary 

design as wel l. 

What is your background? 
Simon Alderson: I was a landscape 

architect; Tony was working in a bank. 

We met through our design hobbies 
and it progressed from there. 

What's best about your job? 

TC: It's a really great industry. There 
are a lot of creative people to work 

Story by John Kachoyan 
Portrait by Peter Marlow 

with, customers as well as suppliers 

and designers. 

How do you define "good design"? 

SA: If there were a simple formula, 
we'd have loads of design classics. 

TC: It has to have a story or integrity 
to it- and there needs to be a thought 

process behind it that can stand the 

test of time. 

Is there anything you are embar
rassed to love? 

SA: One person's kitsch is another's 

collectible. 
TC: It's important that things don't 

always have to be by someone or have 

a label attached to them. 

1. Wrongwoods night table by Sebastian 
Wrong and Richard Woods for Established 
& Sons 
2. Objects from the Super Normal exhibit 

You curate exhibitions as well as 
source and sell products. 

TC: It's valuable for bringing a particu

lar company or designer to light. It was 
quite inspiring working with Jasper 

Morrison and Naoto Fukosawa for our 
Super Normal exhibition. 

\ 

How has the market changed since 

you opened the store? 

SA: People now understand or know 
certain designers and their work-like 

that of Charles and Ray Eames or 

George Nelson, designers who weren't 

really known in mainland Europe. 

Are there any young designers 
you're watching? 

SA: We did a project with a young 
group of designers called TEN and 

recently launched a range of products 
by them. 

3 

Why is London a good place for 

a design store? 
TC: It's always been a hub for antiques 

and design worldwide and a lot of 
leading architects and designers are 

based here. 

Is your home like your shop? 

SA: It's a fusion, an interpretation. 
There are elements of things sold at 

twentytwentyone and others all mixed 
up together in a Victorian jumble. II 

at twentytwentyone in 2006 
3. Candleholder by Stephen Bretland 
for TEN 
Available from twentytwentyone.com 

no June 2009 Dwell 

c ' j -



piecehomes.com 
green, modern+ modular I standard or custom I see us at: Dwell on Design 09 LA 

© 2009 Davis Studio Architecture • Design 

arm 
PIONEERING DESIGN 

CHALLENGING 
THE PERCEPTION 
OF DESIGN 

For professional architects, 
designers and Lovers of design. 

SUBSC:RIBE 818.956.5313 I 

tormmag.net ' 
I 

pH: mv3 



ABC 

This month's collection of 
must-know modernist terms 
takes you from architecture's 
early Constructivist ideas to 
our carbon-neutral aspirations. 

CAD 
In the beginning- the 1970s-CAD was 

a computer-aided drafting program 
limited to creating two-dimensional 

drawings by highly skil led (and highly 

patient) designers, architect s, and 
engineers, sans mouse. Today, CAD 

describes computer-aided d esign with 

a greatly expanded bag of tricks. 

Cantilever 

In contrast to post-and-lintel building, 
where a beam is supported at both 

ends, cantilever construction creates 

overhangs without external bracing. 
Cantilevered structures, such as the 

balconies of Frank Lloyd Wright's 
Fallingwater house, the most famous 

example of this building technique, 
rely on counterbalances for stability. 

Carbon Neutral 
Obtaining carbon neutrality means 

balancing the bad (such as fossil -fuel

consuming, pollutant-releasing cars 
and appliances) with the good (from 

green roofs to renewable energy to 

carbon credits). But some environmen
talists argue that carbon offsetting is 

just a modern-day version of buying 
indulgences to absolve o ur sins. The 
ultimate goal: a zero-carbon footprint. 

Compiled by Miyoko Ohtake and Sonja Hall 
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Case Study Houses 

In 1945, Arts & Architecture magazine 

announced the Case Study House 

program, calling for designs utilizing 

"war-born techniques and materials 

best suited to the expression of man's 
life in the modern world." The results: 

35 now-iconic homes and apartments 
by the likes of Neutra, Saarinen, and 
the Eameses, of which 25 were built. 

The last house was completed in 1965, 

but the designs still catch the eyes 

of buyers- including Pierre Koenig's 
House #21 , which sold on the auction 

block in 2006 for almost $3.2 million. 

Achille (1918-2002) and Pier 

Giacomo (1913-1968) Castiglioni 
Known for their inventive reinterpreta

tions of both a tractor and a b ike seat 

and exploration of materials and form, 
these Milanese architect brothers col

laborated on design objects from 1944 

until Pier Giacomo's premature death 
in 1968, after which Achille created 

classics on his own. Their purist yet 

p layful designs are still produced by 
manufacturers from Alessi to Zanotta. 

Antonio Citterio (b. 1950) 

Though Antonio Citterio's curriculum 

vitae includes beds for B&B Italia, his 
prolificacy casts doubts on whether he 

has ever used one. The Italian archi
tect and designer's work ranges from 

modular sofas to bathroom fixtures 
to Vitra's industrial p lant in Germany. 
Citterio also sit s on the Italian Design 

Council and teaches at Switzerland's 

Universita della Svizzera ltal iana. 

CNC 

A computer numerically controlled 
(CNC) machine is the designer's sculp

tor. Following a computer pattern, 
it cuts, drills, and grinds away material 

to reveal heretofore-impossible forms 
more quickly and with more precision 
than that of the most skilled worker. 

Constructivism 

This 1920s Russian movement that 
spanned all facets of art-architecture, 

film, sculpture, and so on- was charac

terized by utopian ideas and an admi
ration for technology, functionalism, 

and industrial materials. Constructivists 

decried art for art's sake and sought 

a new visual order informed by the 

values of socialism and communism. 

Cool Roofs 
Cool roofs act like our polar ice caps: 

They reflect, rather than absorb, sun

light to prevent heat gain. The roofs can 
be planted as living roofs or coated 

with light-colored paint to keep things 

warm in the winter and comfortable 
in the summer, help save energy costs, 

and reduce the heat-island effect and 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

I=" fffr~1i 1 
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Le Corbusier(1887-1965) 

Charles-Edouard Jeanneret-Gris is 

the seminal 20th-century architect. 
Le Corbusier (after his maternal grand

father's name, Lecorbesier) practically 
invented the International Style, propa

gated the brutalist style (after beton 
brut, or raw concrete), authored over 

50 books and pamphlets, and even 
pionee·red the purist style of painting. 

Curtain Wall 

Without curtain walls, developed by 

Chicago architect Will iam Le Baron 

Jenney in the late 1800s, our glassy 
modern skylines would not be possible. 

A curtain wall is a non-load-bearing 
wall affixed to a self-supported building 
with mullions and muntins, provid ing 

wind resistance and weatherproofing. II 

Dwell 

' 



Southern California's Premier 33rd Annual 
Home Remodeling & Decorating Show and Eco-Expo. 

Sat-Sun, June 27-28th LA Convention Center. 

Free Admission (save $7.75) for Dwell on Design attendees to this event 
located directly downstairs from Dwell on Design at the Los Angeles Convention Center. 

Additional Free VIP Passes will be available at the Dwell on Design registration desk. 

Mercedes-Benz of Encino 
Sponsored by Mercedes Benz of Encino. 

Call Toll Free 1-888-868-1965 for a test drive. 
Free VIP Passes available at the dealership 

16721 Ventura Blvd. Encino CA, 91436 

Home Buyers', Bouse Sellers' & Real 
Estate Investors' Expo. 

The only show endorsed by the League of California Homeowners. 

Meet Real Estate Experts & Radio Hosts Bill Sutherland, 
Barry Tikotin & Jay McBee of "House Calls" which 
airs Saturday10am-12 noon on KFWB 980 & broadcasts 
this event. Attend their seminars at the show. Learn 
how to buy bank-owned properties with $500 down. 
Get the lowest mortgage rates in 40 years with Valley 
Mortgage Bankers 

Michael 
Corbett 
Real Estate 
Expert and Best
Selling Author of 
"Find it, Fix it, Flip 
it" Make Millions in 
Real Estate One 
House at a Time 

Mallory 
Nicholson 
Meet the Coun
try's leading 
house-selling 
expert and Author 
of 'The 5 Steps 
to SOLD!" How to 
Sell Your House 
Quickly and for 
Thousands More 
in Any Market. 

Stephen W. 
Dexter 
Meet the Author 
of "Beat the Bank" 
Prospering in the 
Rising Wave of 
Bank Foreclosure 
& "Real Estate 
Debt Can Make 
You Rich" 

Remodeling & Decorating I Room Additions and Renovating I Landscape Design I Kitchen and Baths I Kitchen 
Remodeling I Window and Door Exhibition I Outdoor Living and BBOs I SPA spectacular I Window Coverings & 

Floors I Real Estate Investments I REO & Foreclosure Specialists I Exclusive Foreclosure List I Loan Modification I 
Investment Clubs I Short Sale Services I Book Authors I Much More! 

thehomeshow.com I 818-557-2950 I Please bring a canned food item for South California Food Banks. 
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An Introduction 
, Airport Design 



As anyone who has been to Peru, 
o r Bali, or Timbuktu can tell you, travel 

is not merely the experience of going 

somewhere. Travel design must con

vey a complex message: of p lace, of 
pleasure, of international exchange. 

Suitcases, boarding gates, and airport 
concourses are al l designed to serve 

a necessary purpose while saying 

something positive about travelers and 

the p laces they vis it. 

Terminals are the Taj Mahals of travel 
design. The best are gateways to 

optimistic futures. Like a cathedral, the 

terminal's colossal concourse inspires 
a feel ing of exalt ation before sending 

you o n your way. It is a locus of con

stant motion, and yet t he traveler 

is encouraged to pause for a plate of 

raw oysters or a relaxing cocktail, 

or to sit on a comfortable bench and 
gape at the terminal's celestial ceiling, 

upon which the cosmos have been 

painted. The traveler need n't take 
notice of the bu ilding's true genius: 

its immensely int ricate network of 
invisib le thoroughfares and jetways 
spanning the d istance from waiting 

gates to take-off. 

At the dawn of the jet age, in the 

late 1950s, airports began to assume 
a majestic scale, as if to affirm their 

new position as the world's primary 

gateways. Building an airport was

and stil l is-an act of optimism and 

modernity, and mid-century designs 
reflected that. The symbolism of fl ight 

and movement as metaphors for 

human progress became almost as 
important as the logistical concern 

for getting greater numbers of people 

on and off planes. 
Eero Saarinen's luxurious TWA 

terminal at JFK A irport in New York 
City perfectly embodies mid-century 

dynamism. Its g raceful roof reaches 
outward like the stretched wings 

of a glid ing bird. Inside, it s sweep

ing, curved lines, shafts of light, and 
free-flowing spaces are all carefully 

desig ned not just to suggest fluid 
movement b ut to churn foot traffic 

in and out. 

The rapid accelerat ion of global 
exchange in the 1990s inspired a new 

generation of airports, many in Asia, 
to welcome and dazzle world travelers. 

Bold futuristic styles exploit extrava-

gant b uild ing shapes made possible 

by advances in engineering. Near 
Seoul, Ko rea, lncheon lnternational's 

main passenger terminal is an amor

phous beauty resembling a metallic 

jellyfish from outer space. Beij ing's 

striking new Terminal 3 projects a simi
lar intergalactic confidence, at least 

when view ed from the air at night. 

The forthcoming terminal at Carrasco 

Internat ional in Montevideo, Urug uay, 

is a sleekly stylized update of the old 
flying saucer concept. Al l of these 

airports beg to be taken as messages 

from the future, reflecting upon the de
sires and intentions of the people who 

built them and shaping the impres

sions of the millions who pass thro ug h. 

A more welcoming approach can 

be found in Richard Rogers's exuber

ant interiors for the new Terminal 4 at 

Madrid's Barajas Airport. The terminal 
is structurally familiar, but it is executed 

w ith a refreshing warmth and fla ir. 
There is nothing revolutionary in the 

terminal's effective use of wood or 
in it s vibrant, Almod6varesque color 

scheme, but in the context of an airport 

it fee ls d ecidedly new. Here, the intent 
is to ease the transition from the air 

to the actual place. 

There will never be a final word on 
airport design, as airports are in a con

stant state of flux. New terminals are 

built in response to new complications, 

such as increased t raffic and heig ht

ened security. Old terminals, no matter 
how beautiful, are continually modi
fied. "To design a terminal, you have 

to think ahead," says Ripley Rasmus, 
a design principal for HOK, who is cur

rently involved in the new Indianapolis 

airport, the first new airport to be 

built in the United States since Septem
ber 11, 2001. "But on a certain level, 

all airports are construction zones." I~·· 
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Gates of 
Heaven 

DONE RIGHT 

Effective airport designs 
are often underappreciated, 
as it is easy to take them 
for granted when things go 
smoothly. You are comfort
able, you find what you need, 
and you are not bored out 
of your skull. The best airports 
get the small t hings right 
in a big way. 

Best International: 
Changi A irport, Singapore 
Splashier airports attract aerial photog
raphers in droves, but Changi makes 
no such grand architectural statement. 
Instead, it woos the common traveler 
who may be stuck here for a few hours. 
It is not a hermetically sealed purga
tory, thanks to a straightforward design 
that incorporates open-air spaces, 
including rooftop terraces and an out
door swimming pool. Its atrium-like 
terminals are lush with indoor tropical 
gardens that exhibit botanical thought
fulness. Admittedly, the man-made 

waterfall does approach Las Vegas 
standards of excess-if you can build 
Paris in the desert, why not put a jun
gle in an airport? Ultimately, however, 
the vines, tasteful wood trim, and 
warm tones help offset the coldness 
commonly found in international 
hubs. A 24-hour cinema, spa, showers, 
children's play areas, and free Internet 
service provide the means to kill 

time or freshen up before the next 
leg of your trip. 

Best in the United States: 
San Francisco International Term inal 
SFO makes a big impression on those 
approaching by car or aboard the 
airport's nifty A irTrains. The terminal 
elevates expectations with its sweep
ing, winglike roof and custom lettering 
oozing cosmopolitan style. The feeling 
doesn't dissipate indoors, either. The 
concourse is a light and airy space-
if a bit oversized for current traffic 
levels-that hums quietly and instills 
confidence and calm in the traveler. 
International food vendors afford 
nontravelers quality good-bye time; 
security checks operate smoothly; 
and there are no pretzel-like corridors 
to get lost in. Waylaid travelers can 
busy themselves with an aquarium, 
an aviation museum, thoughtful art 

and culture exhibits, spa treatments, 
quality restaurants, and wireless Inter
net. Convenient metro rail services 
connect the terminal to the city . .-
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Terminal 
Illness 
The challenge for airport 
designers is to consider the 
complex function of an airport 
and then cap it off with some 
truly striking architecture. 
Most airports get at least some 
of it right. Some get all of 

it wrong, or fail miserab ly in 
key respects. 

Worst International: 
Heathrow International, London 
Heathrow is famously confusing and 
perhaps an easy target for airport 
complaints. Passengers traveling 
through Heathrow's attractive new 
Terminal 5 will notice much-needed 
improvements, but overall the airport 
lacks a cohesive plan and is woefully 
inadequate for the number of pas
sengers coming and going. (Airport 
management admits Heathrow can 
comfortably serve 45 million pas
sengers annually, when in fact more 
than 65 million people pass through 
each year.) In older terminals, signs 
are lost behind support structures and 
construction scaffolding, and in some 
cases they steer you in the wrong d i
rection (and suspiciously through the 
duty-free shops). Security bottlenecks 
and interminable check-in lines break 
the flow at every turn. And an endless 
series of drab hallways hook and crook 
between connecting flights. Another 
new terminal is in the works, and is 
badly needed. Heathrow's renaissance 
is still a few years off. 

Worst in the United States: 
Los Angeles International 
Los Angeles is the entertainment capi
tal of the world? You wouldn't know 
it at the Los Angeles International 
Airport, where there's nothing inter
esting to do to kill time during a 
layover. Like Heathrow, LAX suffers 
from a half century of insufficient and 
clumsy expansion. It is best described 
as a collection of drab terminals 
connected by a traffic jam, which starts 
out on 1-405 and coagulates on a 
circular d rive that loops around the 
Landmark Theme Building. (The 
Theme Building, looking like some
thing a 1950s sci-fl set designer 

dreamed up, is LAX's only architectural 
positive.) The terminals are painfully 
overcrowded and seating is limited
likely as not, you'll wait for your flight 
seated on a suitcase or the floor. Clear 
signage and amenities are scarce. The 
crying shame of it all is this is a primary 
gateway to Asia and the Middle East, 
with an international cast of characters 
strolling through its portals. The scene 
ought to be inspired and dynamic, 
rather than stressful and depressing . .,_ 
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Blimp My 
Ride 

A century ago g iant airships- blimps 

and zeppelins and such- were con
sidered the future of air transport, but 

with their safety called into question 
by the Hindenburg disaster and the 

increased reliability of airplanes, they 

were quickly reduced to quaint nov

elties floating over sports stadiums. 
Thanks to the cost of fuel and growing 

concern for the environment, how

ever, the airship may be primed for 
a comeback. 

Airships are far slower than jets
generally reaching speeds of 100 

miles per hour-but they are also far 
more fuel efficient. Unlike trains and 

cars, they require little infrastructure; 

new models can land on water and 
get to remote places without the 

need for roads or ra ils. They can carry 
heavier loads than p lanes and move 

faster than ships. 
Several companies, including 

Boeing, are taking a serious interest. 
The impetus is not necessarily out 

of an ecological concern (Boeing's 
forthcoming airship, the SkyHook, 
is targeted for oil-exploration firms), 

but the concept is catching on for 

broader applications. 

The Washington-based Millennium 
A irship lnc.'s SkyFreig hter, like the 

Boeing model, is geared for heavy 
lifting, though it has no Chinook rotors 
and could conceivably be modified 

for tourism. Aeros Corp., in California, 
is already targeting the travel industry, 

developing its buoyant AerosCraft for 

long, luxurious voyages, with a cabin 
five times larger than that of a 747. 

Naturally, the slow travel movement 

is keeping a close eye on airship de

velopments. The British World SkyCat 
Ltd. has already carried sightseers 
around London, and similar dirigible 

day trips are in the works for Monterey 
Bay in California. It's still hard to imag

ine daily airship departures for the 

24-hour flight from New York to Los 

Angeles. But if travelers take to these 
unusual, slow-moving flying machines, 

pragmatic use of airships may become 
more viable- and even common. 

The Future 
of Travel 
Richard Spencer , principal, avia-

' tion and transport designer, HOK 
"Sustainability and energy effi 
ciency are extremely important . 
We're a lready seeing a trend of 
pushing cars farther away from the 
terminals and improving access to 
public transit with better rail 

links and easy-to-use connections . 
Quieter airplanes make it possible 
to close t he distance bet ween 
city and airport, which will cut 
down transit t i mes . " 

Adam Wells , design di.%ector, 
Virgin America 
"There's so much potential to 
improve airl ine t r avel in so many 
ways, and we ' ve only just begun. 
We have the opportunity to make 
travel entertaining and pleasur
able instead of stressful and tire 
some . We will focus on producing 
something more ethereal than just 
products or environments : create a 
better exper ience, deliver a sense 
of freedom that was previously 
unavailable t o all but the weal thi 
est of travel ers . • 

Jim Starry, atmospheric 
research scientist and founder 
of starrport Corp. 
"We have to reconsider the basic 
structur e of airports. If we land 
planes on an incline to assist in 
deceleration and have runways end 
on top of the terminals to elimi
nate the need for taxii ng , we can 

, save billions of gallons of fuel 
each day . It's not t hat radical an 
idea. We can utilize the concept 
to make ai rports more efficient . •~· 
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Bookshelf 
Airports: A Century of Architecture 
Hugh Pearman, Harry N. Abrams, 2004 
This book offers a sharp and thoughtful 
overview of the architecture, style, and 
brimming optimism of the age of flight, 
with highly evocative visual content. 

The Modem Airport Terminal: New 
Approaches to Airport Architecture 
Brian Edwards, Taylor & Francis, 2005 
This elegant and thorough book examines 
the logistical and contextual considerations 
that must be factored in to any designer's 
planning process when building an airport. 

Click on It 
Ask the Pilot 
A weekly column from Patrick Smith, 
an opinionated pilot covering everything 
from airport security to economy-class 
ergonomics. ( J 
djr salon com/topics/ask the pilot # , f ..1..J L J . _..,_. ~--6 

Building for Air Travel: Architecture and 
Design for Commercial Aviation 

,Aviation History_Qriline'1iruse;~ 
Naked Airport: A Cultural History of the A fanatit al cad!Og of historic planes, tracing 
World's Most Revolutionary Structure / back to George Clayley's 1849 "Boy Carrier.· John Zukowsky, editor, Prestel, 1996 

For this beautifully illustrated book, 
Zukowsky pulls together essays by an inter
national group of writers who explore the 
architecture and style of airports and their 
influence on architecture in general. 

Alastair Gordon, University of Chicago ~-> . ayjatjon-hjS)ory,com 
Press, 2008 j ~ 
Gordon is an engaging historian w~ptly National Air and Space Museum 
covers the g rowth, style, andlove all The next best thing to visiting th ' 
the culture of air travel, qurfnQ the decades itself is perusing its si e 
before shoeless security gates and three· latest aeronaut' 
ounce toiletries~astic baggies. Eero Saarinen 

Jayne Merkel, Phaidon Press, 2005 
Merkel accompanies beautiful large-format 
photographs with insightful essays on one 
of the 20th century's most influential archi-
tects. Among the highlights, of course, is ,, 
a lengthy chapter on airports, including the /• 
Saarinen-designed Washington Dulles 
International Airport and the TWA termimJ 
at JFK International Airport in New York C\"ty. 

>I . 
·············-·········r.···· ················' 

Big Wo~(Js 
Airside: The area oi a ~~rt open only to 
flight crews, airport t oyees, and ticketed 
passengers. 

Air-Traffic Contro! 1tC): Remember Lloyo 
Bridges' cha raj · j n the movie Airplane? 
He was ATC, dir ing planes on the run 

ways and in th r. • · .\'ll"lilt"iM 
t') • ...... ~-.. 

Apron: The p r{ of a tarmac where pl<hlS',IJljiOIPO 
load and un <1d. 

Autogyro: 
that looks 

X-ray: Not as repulsiv(Alll;t•·'-'Ai~ 

t1 , 1splay system: Fancy 
r~inal monitors providing 

' fnes at the airport. 
I 

I 

o ~I: If you see a luggage cart 
tJel truck on the tarmac, blame 

f hey're supposed to be direct
n the ground, 

noun, in air-traffic-controller slang, 
e-body jumbo jet, such as a 747. 

is a high-resolution sea ~l'.J"'l'qjfle: The area of an airport that is open 
idden weapons and J, ublic. 

ers. ·' 

Ion: An uncommonly tOIJmiltA.ff". 
fabric that is sometimes 
~gage. Also used in bull 

( 
ad: The anti-payload. In ot 

a passenger who flies for fr 
cessarily into hippie jam se 

Last in, first out.• The p revailing sys-
r. luggage intake and outtake. In other 
dutifully check in your bags two 

before your flight and the airline will 
,,.,, • .,....,__, you by making you wait the longest 

uggage carousel. 

: As far as the airlines are con· 
you and your luggage are payload, 
jth anything else carried on a flight 

Puddle jumper: A commuter flight, 
spanning a short distance, as opposed 
to a transoceanic flight. 

Sniffer: A portable chemistry lab used 
by airport security to detect explosive 
chemicals; a sniffer dog does the same 
for contraband and innocent crotches. 

Visual Approach Slope Indicator (VASI): 
The lights that line an airport runway 
to assist landing at night. 

Zulu time: Pilot-speak for UTC (Universal 
Time Coordinated), the standard time 
used in all flight operations worldwide. 
So, no, time-zone confusion is not the 
cause of flight delays.• 
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Lumens Light + Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

Offering the best in modern lighting, 
fans, and home accessories. Discover 
an impressive selection from more 
than 300 fine manufacturers. Lumens 
specializes in providing a compre
hensive yet hand-picked collection 
of quality products, all with an eye 
on design. Find the best-known 
brands from Artemide, Fanimation. 
Fine Art Lamps, Flos, FontanaArte, 
Foscarini, LBL, Minka A ire, Modern 
Fan, and Tech to the latest design
studio inspirations. Great accessories 
and furniture from Alessi, Angela 

RabbitAir 
MinusA2"' Air Purifier 

Modern, innovative, ultraquiet, 
wall-mountable air purifier features 
six-stage filtration with customized 
filter and deodorization to purify 
the air you breathe. Unit comes 
with five-year warranty and lifetime 
2417 tech support. 

Save $20 by entering DJ09 at 
checkout. 

Toll-free 888-866-8862 
rabbitair.com 

Lu mens.com· 
LIGHT+ LIVING 

Adams, Blomus, Blu Dot, Kartell, 
and more. Friendly, expert service. 
Low-price guarantee. Free shipping. 
Easy, no-hassle returns. 

Trade professional? Join Lumens 
Trade Program at lumens.com/ 
t radeprogram. 

Shown: Zonix Ceiling Fan 
by Fanimation. 

Toll-free 877-445-4486 
Ju mens.com 

Neo-Comby™ 

Space-saving stainless steel toilet 
and wash basin combination fixture. 
Built-in towel rack and side cabinet 
with adjustable shelves designed for 
ideal storage. Several configurat ions 
are available to best suit individual 
bathroom needs. 

Neo-Metro 
Toll-free 800-591-9050 
neo-metro.com 

Dalst Stone 
Wine Cellars 
Modern Wine Cellars
For Modern People 

Recycled cast-limestone wine 
alcoves offer an inert thermal mass 
that absorbs the earth's geothermal 
coolness. This temperature is then 
reradiated down through the bottles, 
creating an undisturbed "cold cham· 
ber" for your wine to age. 

Tel. 718-369-001 9 
dalst .com 

modwalls 
Making Tile Modern 

Modern wall and f loor coverings 
including g lass, porcelain, cork, 
river rocks, and recycled-glass t ile. 
Order online. Free shipping in the 
continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Shown: Lush~ 3" x 6" in Sky. 

Toll-free 877-439-9734 
modwalls.com 

ArtByLT 

Modern, contemporary art for your 
home or office: Original paintings, 
colorful drawings, and limited edi
tion prints on canvas or paper, ready 
to hang. Created by renowned New 
Yo rk abstract artist, Lynne Taetzsch. 
Online gallery and catalog. 

Ithaca, New York, Studio 
Toll-free 877-278-2581 
artbylt.com 

Feel More Human 

Shop. Explore. We look in the obvi
ous p laces, peek around corners, 
and turn over the unassuming stones 
for products, information, and 
resources that support a balanced 
and eco-conscious modern lifestyle. 
Get inspired by great design; 
stay informed with original content. 
Member of 1 % For the Planet. 

To ll-free 877-42HUMAN 
feelmorehuman.com 
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Patio Heaven 

"Green" furniture, hospitality, and 
residential, in stock quick-ship 
program, containers, and partials. 
We love designers! 

Axcss: Couture f lipper cushions, 
Sunbrella furniture covers, Adiron
dack furniture, umbrellas, outdoor 
heaters, pillows, and accessories. 

Showroom & Warehouse: 
13921 S. Figueroa St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90061 
Tel. 310-532-8321 
info@patioheaven.com 
patioheaven.com 

European Home 
A modern fire for your modern world 

The Halcyon d irect vent gas fireplace 
integrates effortlessly with your style. 
It's simple, quiet, and sleek. It asks 
you "What do you want to create?" 
Choice of interior material include 
stainless steel, white "stone" and 
b lack enamel. 

Tel. 781-324-8383 
info@europeanhome.com 
europeanhome.com 

MAMAGREENusa 

MAMAGREENusa has announced 
the nationwide introduction of its 
line of outdoor furniture. 

Featuring FSC-certified reclaimed 
teak, stainless steel, and environmen
tally friendly synthetics, this award
winning line defines what luxurious, 
sustainable, contemporary outdoor 
furniture is all about. 

Tel. 415-279-7895 
mamagreenusa.com 

' 1 

Design. Material. 
History. 

Varian Designs believes in knowing 
the origins of our resources in order 
to enrich our customers' homes with 
objects that have meaning. We share 
the story of your piece of furniture. 
the history of the materials, and the 
care taken with its creation. 

Made in San Francisco, California. 

variandesigns.com 

Paintings and 
Installations 

Fresh and dimensional, these painted 
constructions capture attention with 
their strong physical presence. Alum
inum shapes, fitted and nailed in 
p lace, wrap around to the back. This 
treatment brings tactile surface and 
architectural qualities to the designs. 

Small and large-scale artwork for 
interior and exterior spaces. 

Tel. 831-278-2358 
mimicahalan.com 

DANIEL OGASSIAN 

3-DTILE 

Starting at $10 per square foot 
to the trade. 

Made in Los Angeles, California. 

Tel. 310-306-2636 
info@ogassian.com 
ogassian.com 

CARLISLE WIDE PLANK FLOORS 
Family Crafted Since 1966 

Using sustainably harvested p ines, 
hardwoods, and FSC-reclaimed 
antique woods, the Carlisle family 
of Stoddard, New Hampshire, creates 
the f inest custom-crafted wide-plank 
floors in America. Our newly sawn 
woods represent the choicest heart 
of the tree for maximum strength 
and unparalleled beauty. while our 
antique reclaimed woods are certified 
by the Forest Stewardship Council. 

All floors are available unfinished or 
p refinished and- except our antique 
woods-either solid or engineered. 
Each represents an authentic American 
folk art- atreasured family heirloom 
to be enjoyed for generations. 

Toll-free 800-595-9663 
wideplankflooring.com 



Zwello 
Modern Living Done Well 

From Ylighting comes Zwello, your 
source for museum-worthy modern 
furnishings. Inspired by an American 
folk-art bird collected by Charles and 
Ray Eames, this authorized design 
by Vitra is crafted of lacquered solid 
alder and steel. 

Shown: Eames House Bird by Vitra. 

Toll-free 800-236-9100 
zwello.com 

goodearthcanvas.com 

Give your space some peace of 
mind. Our large canvases reflect the 
transforming energy of this beautiful 
p lanet. We also have great Buddhist· 
and Asian-influenced images. 

Stretched on wooden bars, they 
arrive in big flat sturdy boxes, 
ready to hang. Just $199-$379 
with free shipping. 

Toll-free 888-245-0971 
goodearthcanvas.com 

GelPro® Gel-Filled Anti-Fatigue Floor Mats 

Love to cook, but hate hard kitchen 
floors? As seen on HGTV, Fine Living, 
and Food Network, GelPro'" mats 
are filled with a soft gel material that 
makes standing on even the hard-
est floor a pleasure. Designer colors 
in traditional and exotic textures. 
Available in many sizes, and all mats 
are stain-resistant and easy to clean. 
Designed and assembled with pride 
in the U.S.A. Makes a great g ift for any 
cook, especially those with back pain 
or arthritis. 

Order yours today and stand in 
comfort! 

Toll-free 866-GEL-MATS (435-6287) 
9elpro.com 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com· 
mercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style-they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over 50 years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com 

Acme Made 
Modern Things for 
a Modern Lifestyle 

Acme Made designs a complete line 
of stylish yet protective bags, cases, 
and accessories for the creative 
professional. Available online and 
through select retailers worldwide. 

Shown: The Designer Slim 
in Massive Paisley. 

Toll-free 888-486-3191 
info@acmemade.com 
acmemade.com 

FORD BRADY 

FOR DB RADY features contemporary 
furniture, lighting, natural products, 
and accessories that emphasize 
g lobal design trends while remain
ing functional, beautifu l, and unique. 
Many items feature exotic and 
eco-friendly materials such as 
organic silk, reclaimed hardwood, 
and recycled metals. 

Tel. 213-620-1066 
fordbrady.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the 
Modern Lol/ygagger 

Design stimulus for your outdoor 
space. All new Planter, Lounge, and 
Rocker Collections available to aid in 
winter recovery efforts. 

Loll p roducts are durable and require 
no maintenance. Made in the U.S.A. 
using recycled materials. 

Shown: Lotus Lounge Chair 
w ith 16'Tapered Planter. 

lo lldesigns.com 



Stainless Steel 
Hardware 
Imported from Germany 

Exceptional 100 percent stainless 
steel levers at affordable pricing. 
Privacy and passage functions 
availab le. 

Exclusive limited-time discount for 
Dwell readers: Enter code dwell0609. 

Shown: New York, Toronto, Verona. 

stainlesssteelstuff.com 

Rakks Shelving Systems 

Rakks is your source for sophisticated 
and flexible shelving solutions. Our 
patented L-Bracket system with 
aluminum shelves (shown) provides 
exceptional design flexibility for a 
wide range of video display, storage 
and closet applications. Information 
on our full line of wall-mounted and 
pole-supported shelving products 
can be found on our website. 

Toll-free 800-826-6006 
rakks.com 

Chern er 
The Cherner Chair Company 

The Cherner Chair Company cele
brates Norman Cherner's molded 
plywood chair with a SOth-anniversary 
Red Gum veneer edition. Available 
on all chairs and stools. 

Tel. 866-243-7637 
chernerchair.com 

American Slate 

Let our premium-quality, hand
crafted products inspire you to 
create one-of-a-kind, signature 
environments. Mined from premier 
quarries worldwide and selected 
for its natural strength and dramatic 
beauty, American Slate is ideal 
for floors, walls. patios, fireplaces, 
pools, and more. 

Toll-free 866-602-7033 
americanslate.com/dwell 

Unison 
Live Well Together 

Porter Bedding Collection. Like a 
freshly starched button-down shirt, 
Porter is versatile and perfectly 
understated in refined colors you'll 
find relevant year-round. Available 
in twin, queen, and king sizes in blue, 
charcoal, and copper on bright white. 
Made in Portugal of 100 percent 
cotton. 

Shop online 24/7 or call to p lace your 
order. Designer discounts available. 

Toll-free 877-492-7960 
unisonhome.com 

MoMA Design Store 

New at the MoMA Design Store is 
Destination: Brazil, a MoMA-exclusive 
product collection highlighting more 
than 7 5 lifestyle products usually 
found only in Brazil. The collection 
evokes the colors, forms, and mate
rials found in Brazil, and includes 
home accessories. jewelry, and more 
created by Brazilian designers. 
Destination: Brazil is made possible 
by the participation of the Consulate 
General of Brazil; lnstituto Tomie 

SHAD ESCAPES~ 

Perfect Shade 

ShadeScapes shade umbrellas 
reflect nature's beauty through the 
combination of durable construction 
and stunning aesthetics. Both sleek 
and serene, these sophisticated can
opies invite you to enjoy the long
lasting allure of perfect composition. 
Customize your shadescape by 
selecting from 12 designs and over 
100 canopy colors. 

Toll-free 866-997-4233 
shadescapesusa.com/dwell 

Ohtake in Sao Paolo; MALBA 
Fundaci6n Costantini, Museo de 
Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos 
A ires; and TAM Airlines. 

Visit momastore.org to order online, 
request a catalog, or to find 
store locations. 

Toll-free 800-447-6662 
momastore.org 



Shades of Green Landscape Architecture 
Sustainable by Design, Innovative by Nature 

Shades of Green is a full -service 
landscape architecture firm offering 
original design solutions tailored 
to the client's needs. Designing 
residential and commercial projects 
in California and beyond. 

Sausalito, CA 
Tel. 415-332-1485 
shadesofgreenla.com 

Mountain Lumber Co. 

Old-world spirit for contemporary 
design. For over 30 years, Mountain 
Lumber has crafted one-of·a·kind 
floors made from reclaimed wood 
found in historic structures around 
the world. Our flooring shows that 
you can be green and beautiful with· 
out making compromises. 

Tel. 800-445·2671 
sales@mountainlumber.com 
mountainlumber.com 

Sensuede 

Sensuede's innovative and eco
efficient manufacturing process sets 
it apart from other microfiber suedes. 
It's Oeko-Tex certified and made with 
88 percent high-purity recycled poly
ester. It's durable, cleanable, versatile, 
luxurious, and available in 133 colors. 
Sensuede: It makes sense. 

www.sensuede.com 

Elica 

Europe's #1 kitchen ventilation brand 
is now available in North America. 
Elica transforms the range hood 
from a mere domestic appliance to 
a design object that brings a power· 
ful personality into the kitchen 
environment. 

Elica 
222 Merchandise Mart Plaza #947 
Chicago, IL 60654 
Toll-free 866-570-6401 
a.mccormack@elica.com 

Liza Phillips Design 

ALTO Steps- handmade, modular 
rugs for your stairs. Available in 
several colorways, each with pat
terns and solids. Arrange them 
in any sequence. RugMark-certified. 

Tel. 845-252-9955 
lizaphillipsdesign.com 
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Seascape Lighting 

"' ' 

Seascape Lamps new 2009 introduc· 
tions of Art Form Fixtures are available 
in many shapes, sizes, and colors. 
A great look for contemporary res· 
taurants, lounges or residential. 
Seascape also manufactures a full 
line of custom fixtures, portable 
tables, and floor lamps. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
Fax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

Recycled Aluminum 
Tile 

Mix modern metal mosaics with 
character and texture. Explore our 
galleries of bamboo, cork, stone, 
linoleum, and recycled-glass tiles 
and order samples online. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Shown: 2· x 2 · mixed finishes, 
$35 per square foot. 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
M adison, WI 
Toll-free 866-250-3273 
ecofriendlyflooring.com 



FabulousStationery.com 

Say anything on our personalized 
note cards designed exclusively for 
you. Create one-of-a-kind invitations, 
calling cards, and more. Over 500 
modernist inspired designs to choose 
from. Select designs now offered 
in recycled stock. Free spring tote 
with purchase! Keep it for yourself 
or g ive to a friend. 

Enter DWELL in the coupon code 
and save $5. 

fabulousstationery.com 

~-audioengine 

upgrade your audio! 

Audioengine 

Audioengine's innovative self. 
powered speakers and wireless 
products are designed for all your 
music. Check out our award-winning 
sound, high-quality materials, and 
t ruly useful features. 

Enter coupon code DWELL for ten 
percent off. Free shipping, no tax, 
all cables included. 

Shown: ASN Active Speakers in 
solid carbonized bamboo. 

support@audioengineusa.com 
audioengineusa.com 

Modern Outdoor 

We help create incredib le outdoor 
environments- furniture that is manu
factured for heavy commercial use 
in hotels, restaurants, institutions, 
corporate spaces, and all manner of 
public applications, yet aesthetically 
designed for residential settings. 

Made in the U.S.A., honest lead 
t imes, environmentally conscious 
materials. Furniture by Modern 
Outdoor Designs. 

Tel. 818-785-0171 
modernoutdoor.com 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather. or 
pony-style fabrics that a re waterproof, 
washable, and removab le. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dog bar.com 

SLAB 
by Bevara Design House 

Bevara Design House is founded on 
the premise of responsible, p ractical, 
and lasting design. Our collections 
of furniture and accessories, includ
ing tables, beds. and shelving, are 
made from sustainab le materials and 
with the real world in mind. 

Tel. 510-482-5750 
bevaradesign.com 

RAYDOOR• 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

Divide the space-keep your light 
with our classic Sliding Wall! It's ideal 
for lofts and conference rooms. Our 
proprietary telescoping hardware 
makes floor tracks a thing of the 
past, allowing for easy access and 
mobility. Shown here with a coffee
wood frame, clear frosted acrylic 
core, and lattice design "Aerial (T3)." 
it's a simple, cost-effective solution 
for divid ing your living and working 
spaces in style. 

ISS Designs™ Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Transform your wall space with a 
custom-designed wall unit or shelv
ing system. 155 Designs combines 
a dean modern look with strength 
and ease of installation. 

Wall-mounted and pole-mounted 
options. Anodized aluminum hard
ware with custom shelves and cabi
nets for design-oriented clients. 

Infinite Storage Solutions, Inc. 
Toll-free 877-477-5487 
info@issdesigns.com 
issde.signs.com 

We specialize in beautiful space
dividing systems designed to create 
private environments without sacri
ficing natural light. System choices 
include: sliding (bypassing, pocket , 
stacking, ro lling), folding, pivot, and 
fixed. A variety of frames and translu
cent layers to choose from. Available 
custom or in standard sizes through 
our Quick Ship program! 

Tel. 212-421 -0641 
raydoor.com 



Ceiling Fan Collection 
LBCLighting.com 

LBCLighting.com features a wide 
selection of ceiling fans developed 
by world-class designers and engi
neers where the style evolved from 
Victorian to Retro to Modern. 

From top left to bottom right: Celano 
by Fanimation, Lapa fan by Belgian 
designer Henry van de Velde, 
Vetricco Modern, Arcadia fan with 
Mica shade, aerodynamic Artemis by 
MinkaAire, beautiful window Library 
fan by Frank Lloyd Wright, two-fan 

Dwell on Design 

Join the editors of Dwell for the 
West Coast's largest modern des1ign 
event showcasing the people, 
products, and ideas driving design 
and architecture today. 

Design conference, exhibition, 
home tours, and special events. 

June 26-28, 2009, at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center. 

Dwell on Design 
Los Angeles Convention Center 
dwellondesign.com 

• 

Vent Bettina by Matthews Fan, Kubix, 
Centaunis curved blades, Volare, 
best-selling bronze Concept II, and 
Halo by Modern Fan Company. For 
more Ceiling Fan Collection, visit us 
at lbclighting.com. 

Volume Discount. Free Shipping. 
Price-Match Guarantee. 

Toll-free 800-522-0407 
lbclighting.com 

method homes 

method homes 
down to earth prefab 

Introducing the Balance S-M-L Series, 
featuring three simple structures 
designed to arrive 95 percent com
plete. These efficiently designed 
spaces highlight Balance Associates 
Architects' custom detailing and 
natural modern aesthetics at prices 
starting under $100,000. 

Also available: the Method Cabin by 
Balance. Coming soon: the Skylab 
Architecture prefab system. 

Tel. 206-789-5553 
method homes.net 

Stuv 21 / 85SF 
Fireplace with retractable door 

From the StGv21 series: a superbly 
designed and beautifully crafted 
wood-burning fireplace provid ing 
a tota lly unobst ructed view of the 
fire. The glass door slides upward 
and completely disappears. 

StGv21 series is available in a variety 
of sizes to suit various architectural 
applications. 

Toll-free 866-487 7888 
stuvamerica.com 

1111110011 
Modern Mailboxes 
By mailboxes.co.nz 

The modern home deserves a mod
ern mailbox. We have a complete 
range. We are from New Zealand 
and ship worldwide. Check out the 
"modern" page on our website. 

mailboxes.co.nz 

Hand-forged iron Campaign daybed, 
Now S699. Optional trundle at°'" under. 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
i ron, brass, and steel. Free catalog. 
Factory showroom open to public. 
Web/phone orders welcome. We 
ship anywhere. 

SS West 17th Street 
New York, New York 10011 
Tel. 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

Turquoise 

Turquoise is a boutique interior
design company in Venice Beach, 
California. Principal designer Vanessa 
De Vargas specializes in modern and 
vintage design and in the restoration 
of heirloom pieces. 

V isit turquoise-la.com for Vanessa's 
portfolio, e-decorating virtual service, 
and more. 

turquoise.la@gmail.com 
turquoise-la.com 



Big Chill 

Get out of the box and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function
ality, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we left off was the 
chisel; no defrosting required! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
info@bigchillfridge.com 
bigchillfridge.com 

An Elegant Look 

Precast concrete large-scale pavers 
in 20 sizes. Stepstone, Inc., has 
manufactured high quality precast 
concrete products for over 35 years. 
Stepstone pavers are a perfect fit 
as hardscape elements or for roof
deck installations. Complete design 
specifications can be downloaded 
in PDF or CAD formats. Call for color 
and fin ish samples. 

Toll-free 800-572-9029 
stepstoneinc.com 

Modern Cabana.com 

Home office, guest house, p lay 
room, yoga studio ... whether you 
need 100 or 1,000 square feet, 
Modern Cabana offers prefabricated 
and sustainable space solut ions to 
fit your lifestyle. At Modern Cabana 
we want to live differently, to use 
less, and get more. 

San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-206-9330 
info@moderncabana.com 
moderncabana.com 

BACI® L.E.D. Mirrors 
Simply Luxurious .. . and Eco-friendly! 

Baci's newest mirrors feature luxuri
ous genuine Swarovski crystal accents 
and energy-saving LED illumination! 
50,000+ hour LEDs are engineered 
to mimic normal indoor lighting. Wall 
and vanity models offer solid brass 
construction, optical quality 3x or 5x 
g lass, and your choice of finishes. 

Toll-free 800-327-6585 
bacibyremcraft.com/ dwell 

the as4 modular 
furniture system 

Introducing the freestanding 
as4 desk. 

Atlas Industries 
Tel. 718-596-5045 
atlaseast.com 

WOW YOUR WALLS! 
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Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

Award-winning Tasmanian artist 
Campbell Laird has been recognized 
by curators from SFMOMA and 
LACMA for his meditative abstrac
t ions. Join collectors from New York 
City, Los Angeles, Tokyo, London, and 
Sydney. Archival, limited edition, eco
friendly artworks. Affordable, too! 

Shown: Notch series. 

Tel. 310-915 5319 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 
ca1mpbelllairdstudio.com 

Turn your memories into big, bright, and fun masterpieces! 

Customized art from your photos. 
Choose from 40 fun and unique 
designs printed up to 42" x 42" 
on paper or canvas and stretched 
or custom framed after you approve 
a proof. Great quality, prices, and 
services. 

All created from your favorite photos. 
All p riced under $500! It's easy and 
fun to WOW your walls for Father's 
Day or any occasion! 

Shown (left): A "Four-Panel Pop" 
design printed 42" x 42' on canvas 
and stretched with Z' stretcher bars 

with color wrapped around the sides. 

Shown (right): A "Texture" design 
printed 30' x 30" on canvas and 
framed with a black wood floater 
Frame. 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 



The Lavassa Line 
Bold furniture by Peter Harrison 

Fresh, clean, and modern. Striking 
designs elegantly combine concrete, 
metal, and wood into exquisite fur· 
niture. All pieces are handmade with 
beautiful proportions and attention 
to details. 

See the complete line online. 

Member of 1 OOpercentblast.org. 

Tel. 914-443-3885 
lavassa.com 

Sonia Versatile Collection 

The Sonia Versatile Collect.ion for 
the bath offers numerous mix-and· 
match options and is created by 
pairing a frame with a console and 
countertop. The console box units 
are composed of multilayer, 100 
percent water-resistant, marine
grade wood that can be paired with 
glass panels available in numerous 
colors or a graphic motif. 

Inhabit 

New modern bedding designs 
from Inhabit. Surround yourself 
with modern bedding collections, 
p illows, art and accessories, lighting, 
and award-winning embossed 
wall coverings. Well-thought-out 
selection, affordably priced, free 
shipping on orders over $200. 

Toll-free 888-830-5072 
inhabitliving.com 

Toll-free 888-SONIAUS 
sonia-S<i.com 
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Dwell's Modern Market 

Formatted Ye- or Y•-page four-color 
ads are available. For more informa
t ion please contact a Modern Market 
representative according to region. 

Angela Ames 
Brand Director 
Tel. 415-373-5122 
angela@dwell.com 

Esther McCulloch 
Arizona and California 
Tel. 310-393-5821 
esther@dwell.com 

Jo.inne Ulzar 
Southwest, Southeast. 
and Mid-Atlantic regions 
Tel . 631-320-3185 
jlazar@dwell.com 

Diane Maclean 
Northwest, Northeast, Midwest, 
and Canada regions 
Tel. 248-858-9094 
dmaclean@dwell.com 

FOR THE I MEMBER 
PLAN Et: 

Distinctive Track Hardware 

Make a statement with sliding doors. 
Wide selection of styles, sizes, and 
finishes. Enhance offices, lofts, homes, 
and more with hardware that can 
transform any room. For last, friendly, 
old-fashioned service, give us a call! 
Mention this ad for a dealer discount. 

Guaranteed lowest price. 

Specialty Doors 
Toll-free 866-81 S-8151 
bamdoorhardware.com 



comp1ettt your space 
with an 
affordable, 

canvas 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern dig ital canvas" is the 
affordable, strong, and stylish art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
with archival inks on rich cotton 
canvas. They arrive to your door 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
An original painting is expensive 
and hard to find; a poster or print 
is just a copy ... our m-dc canvases 
bridge the gap! 

mDDULAR T~AN 
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teakwarehouse.com 
Teak Patio Furniture, Wholesale 
Prices Open to the Public! 

We supply retailers, hotels, resorts. 
architects, landscapers, and design
ers in the international market 
worldwide. 

Over 90,000 square feet of thousands 
of teak choices, all ready to go. Email 
for quotes. Teak your outdoors! 

Toll-free 866-937-8325 
sales@teakwarehouse.com 
teakwarehouse.com 

Get a b ig modern canvas and trans
form your space today. We offer 
amazing prices: $199 for a three-foot 
size, up to our jumbo, five-foot canvas 
for just $379. Free shipping on all 
orders. Call us or shop 24/7 on our 
secure website. 

Toll-free 888-345-0870 
md-canvas.com 

Modern-Shed 
Prefab Structures 

A growing prefab company located 
in Seattle, we strive to offer a solu
tion for the changing needs of eco
conscious individuals and families. 
Now offering our Dwelling-Shed and 
Guest-Shed, creating small-footprint 
everyday living. 

Tel. 206-524-1 188 
info@modern-shed.com 
modern-shed.com 
dwelling-shed.com 

Food Map Container 

Grow your own fruit, vegetables, 
and herbs in the modern Food Map 
Container. O ur product enables 
people with limited outdoor space 
to grow food at home without 
having to compromise on design. 
The Container has rubber wheels 
for mobility as weather and sun
light conditions change. 

foodmapdesign.com 
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Custom Modern Portraits 
Art from your DNA, Fingerprints, or Lips 

The world's most personalized 
art. Great gift idea. Printed on high
quality canvas. We send you an easy
to-use kit and instructions. Process 
is simple and painless. Each piece 
is as unique as you. 

DNA Portraits: Choose from 25 
colors and several size options. 
Combine multiple people's DNA 
on a single canvas. Swab-based 
collection method. $390+ 

0 FOR THE I MEMBER 
PLANE"[ 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art and save energy ... the 
C irque ceiling fan, a high perfor
mance dynamic sculpture, GOOD 
DESIGN Award winner. View other 
blade finishes on our website. 
Includes SOW light and wall control, 
remote control available. Lifetime 
warranty. Buy great fan and light
ing designs on our website or call 
Monday through Friday from 7 AM 
to SPM PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
www.g2art.com 

Fingerprint Portraits: Thousands of 
color options. Collection kit includes 
ink strips and collection card. $190+ 

KISS Portraits: Turn lips into art. 
Includes M.A.C lipstick in collection 
kit. $290+ 

Toll-free 866-619-9574 
dna11.com 



X-CELLENT 
Modern style born of traditional 
craftsmanship. The woods are 
American. The pine top has a 
touchable, smooth-yet-textured 
surface. The look is hand-planed; 
the clarity of form is high-tech. 
And the water-based finish is 
called Flax. American Artisan: 
a collection of furniture inspired 
by our desire to soften our 
impact on the Earth. 

Check out all the new American 
Artisan looks at an Ethan Allen 
Design Center or online at the 
all-new ethanallen.com. 

ETHAN ALLEN 
Shown: The X-Ta ble (from Etha n Allen's 
American Artisan colle ction). 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

A&D Building 
800-677-6278 
merchandisemart.com 

Armstrong Flooring 
armstrong.com 

Behr Products 
behr.com 

Bernhardt 
bernhardt.com 

BMW 
bmwusa.com 

Bulthaup 
800-808-2923 
bulthaup.com 

CaesarStone Ouartz Surfaces 
877-978·2789 
caesarstoneus.com 

Calligaris 
calligaris.it 

COR Sitzmoebel 
305-531 -0704 
cor.de 

Ernestomeda 
emestomeda.com 

FLOR 
866-281 -3567 
ff or.com 

Heath Ceramics 
415·332·3732 
heathceramics.com 

Henrybuilt 
henrybuilt.com 

Hive 
866-MOD-HIVE 
hivemodern.com 

Jesse 
jesse.it 

Keen Footwear 
keenfootwear.com 

Kohler 
800-4-KOHLER 
kohler.com 

Lacava 
888-522-2823 
lacava.com 

Liebherr 
905-319-8835 
liebherr-appliances.com 

Ligne Rosel 
800-BY·ROSET 
ligne-roset-usa.com 

lumens 
877-445-4486 
lumens.com 

Contact Our 
Advertisers 

l utron 
800-523-9466 
lutron.com 

Modern Fan 
888-588-3267 
modernfan.com 

Moen 
800-BUY-MOEN 
moen.com 

Netherlands Board of 
Tourism and Convent ions 
coolcapitals.com 

Paul Frank Industries 
949-515·7950 
paulfrank.com 

Pedini 
800-404-0004 
pediniusa.com 

Rocky Mountain Hard ware 
888-788-2013 
rockymountainhardware.com 

Room & Board 
800-486-6554 
roomandboard.com 

Schonbek Worldwide 
Lighting, Inc. 
800-836-1892 
schonbek.com 

The Sliding Door Co. 
slidingdoorco.com 

Swim Ex 
swimex.com 

Trane 
trane.com 

Truvia 
866-853-6077 
truvia.com 

Tufenklan 
800-432-9917 
tufenkian.com 

Volvo 
volvo.com 

Woolly Pocket Garden 
woollypocket.com 

Ylighting 
888-888-4449 
ylighting.com 

When contacting our advertisers, 
please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 



51 My House 
Stonorov Workshop 
stonorovworkshop.com 
Rain screen cut by 
Channel Lumber 
channellumber.com 
Milk-bottle lamp by 
Tejo Remy for Droog 
droog.com 
Eames molded-plywood 
lounge chair and molded· 
plastic rocker 
hermanmoller.com 

58 Off the Grid 
Larchwood by Tartak 
lstebna Czepczor 
czepczor.pl 
Fiber concrete panels by 
Przedslebiorstwo Prefab· 
rykacji Betonow BEFABET 
befabet@wp.pl 
Perforated bricks by TAMIR 
Produkcja i Sprzedaz 
Materialow Budowlanych 
tamir.com.pl 
Stone-wool housing insula
tion by Rock.wool Pol ska 
rockwool.com 
Glass by Technal 
technal.pl 
AGC Flat Glass Europe 
agc-flatglass.eu 
Gre en roof by Bauder 
bauder.pl 
XeroFlor 
xeroflora.com 
Concrete polishing and se al 
byFRT 
frt-poland.pl 
Ducts by Wolf Przyjazne 
Technologie 
wolf-pol ska.pl 

66 Dwell Reports 
Standolyn Robertson, 
Things in Place 
thingsinplace.com 
National Association of 
Professional Organizers 
napo.net 
Poliform USA, Inc. 
poliformusa.com 

72 Profile 
JarmundNigsnaes Architects 
jva.no 
Oslo School of Architecture 
and Design 
aho.no/e n 
Svalbard Science Cente r 
www.unis.no 
Governor of Svalbard 
sysselmanne n.no 
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82 A Narrow Victory 
noroof architects 
noroof.net 
Hand shower and kitchen 
faucets by Hansgrohe 
hansgrohe·usa.com 
Gas cooktop and oven 
by Viking 
vi king range.com 
Count• rtops by CaesarStone 
caesarstoneus.com 
Kitchen sink by Blanco 
America 
blancoameroca.com 
Refrigerator (JFC2089HPF) 
and microwave 
(JMV9169BA) by Jenn-Air 
jennair.com 
Custom and standard OHi 
3228 windows by Loewen 
loewen.com 
Computer bed by SmartBeds 
flyingbeds.com 
QuletWood floor 
sound insulation system 
by Quiet Solution 
quietso lution.com 
Eco Earth recycled rubber 
from Task Floors, Inc. 
taskfloors.com 

90 Compound Addition 
Office of Hadley + Peter 
Arnold 
Tel: 310-234-8805 
Michael Barring General 
Contracting 
Tel: 310475-2030 
Custom mahogany interior 
doors designe d by Office of 
Hadley + Pe te r Arnold and 
fabricated by Real Door Inc. 
realdoorinc.com 
Custom mahogany exterior 
doors designed by Office 
of Hadley+ Peter Arnold, 
fabricated by Larry Katz 
and Alex Katz, Coast Door 
and Hardware 
Coast Door and Ha rdware: 
Tel: 8 1 8-889-8640 
Custom Baltic birch plywood 
cabinetry from Hieronymus 
Woodworks 
Tel: 310-417-9027 
St. Francis and St. Paschal 
statues from Monks' Corner 
Santa Fe, NM 
Tel: 505-982-1915 
Tolom•o off-center suspen· 
sion lighting by Artemide 
artemide.us 
Range hood by Miele 
miele.com 
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Couch from Modern Sofa 
modernsofas.com 
Bent-steel outdoor table and 
benches by Todd Farrand 
Te l: 818-653-6637 
farrand_art@yahoo.com 
All masonry by Master 
Mason David Guerrero, 
Guerrero Masonry 
Tel: 805-529-4421 
Kyocera 2.4-kilowatt photo· 
voltatic panels by Sunnyboy 
Inverter Solar Integrated 
Technologie s 
solarintegrated.com 

98 Orchard Jam 
Atelier Workshop 
atelierworkshop.com 
John Scott Architect 
johnscott.net.nz 
Kitchen cabinets, shelving, 
wardrobes, bed base, and 
other joinery by Huib Pronk, 
Haak Design Build, Napier 
Tel: 64-21-1522-980 
haakdesignbuild@xtra.co.nz 
Bathroom fittings by Mico 
mico.co.nz 

EuroUne external steel 
cladding by Steel and Tube 
Roofing Products 
stroofing.co.nz 
Red sofa and chair from 
Inhabit Oesignstore 
inhabitco.nz 
Sitar from Alistair's Music 
alistairsmusic.wordpress.com 

Guitars custom-made to 
Andrew McKenzie's design 
by Weta Guitar 
Tel: 64·4·475-3610 
alvarezgtr.com 
silvertoneguitar.com 

106 Concepts 
Virginia Gardiner 
excreKtra.com 

World Toilet Organization 
worldtoilet.org 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency 
epa.gov/ebtpages/wastes.html 
H20 and the Waters of 
Forgetfulness 
by Ivan Illich (Marion Soyars 
Publishers Ltd, 2000) 
The Peepoo Bag 
peepoople.com 
GottaGoTollet 
chemisan.com 
Envirosan 
e nvirosan.co.za 
The SitSquat toilet 
sg.geocities.com/sitsquattoilet 

110 Design Finder 
twantytwentyone 
twentytwentyone.com 
TEN project 
tenproject.wordpress.com 

112 ABC 
Case Study Houses 
artsandarchitecture.comlcase. 
houses 

Achille Castiglioni 
achillecastiglioni.it 

0 
Antonio Citterio 
antoniocitterioandpartners.it 

114 Airports 101 
Eero Saarinen 
eerosaarinen.net 
Richard Rogers 
richard rogers.co.uk 
HOK 
hok.com 
Boeing 
hoeing .com 
Millennium Airship Inc. 
millenniumairship.com 
AerosCorp. 
aerosml.com 
Starrport Corp. 
starrportcorp.com 

136 Finishing Touch 
Custom bed, Barbara Shands 
of Shands Studio 
shandsstudio.com 
Custom cabinetry fabricated 
by Elmack Cabinetry 
elmackcabinetry.com 
Wall bed by Sico Wallbeds 
sico-wallbeds.com 



FINISHING TOUCH 

If space is sparse, a multipurpose plan 

delivers more design for your dollar. 
When architect Barbara Shands reno
vated the ground level of her San 
Francisco home, keeping the garage 
and creating a new 300-square-foot 
area, she designed it to do double duty 
as both office and guest room. 

The pivotal element of the renova
tion is the built-in bed, which hinges 
down to create instant sleeping quar
ters and folds seamlessly back in 

place when Shands or her husband 
put in an at-home 9-to-5. 

Shands designed the cabinets, 
which are wired and ready to support 
an entertainment system, then added 
the Sico sleeper, which she found 
after searching for a fold-down bed 

that didn't require a cabinetmaker's 
assistance to assemble-iust to bolt 

it in place. 
If there were a minifridge, they 

would never need to leave.• 





Sense and sensuality. 


