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Architects & Designers Building
Offers Inspired Kitchen Design

The 35 luxury showrooms on 12 floors of the Architects &
Designers Building, offer premium brands, distinctive
designs and knowledgeable personnel—all under one roof.

Displayed in lifestyle settings, A&D’s kitchen showrooms
feature the latest in customized styles, with a broad selec-
tion of cabinetry in fine woods and lacquers, as well as
stone. Inspired technological innovations and advances,
such as touch ‘n’ open drawers and backsplashes with
built-in TVs and computers, are also on display in precisely
crafted cabinetry systems. And because all fabulous Kitch-
ens need great appliances, some of the best brands in the
business—including GE Monogram, Miele, Smeg USA and
Sub-Zero/Wolf—have showrooms in the A&D Building.
With the finest in cabinetry and appliances, as well as
countertops and flooring, the kitchen showrooms of the
A&D Building offer a one-stop-shopping experience that
will lead to beautiful and functional solutions for real-world
design challenges.

The Architects & Designers Building is New York’s
ultimate luxury showroom resource.

This sleek Varenna Kitchen by Poliform features an island
with table extension.

Eggersmann shows off its e:sign kitchen series in a broad
selection of new high gloss finishes. Here, elm wood is teamed
with white lacquer highlighting the clean line, no handle,
facade of the cabinetry.

Snaidero Time kitchen in its newest wood finish,
Canaletto walnut, with stainless steel accents.

Open to the Public and the Trade

Mon-Fri 9 AM-5PM

To learn more: contact Linda Foa at 212.644.2766
l%l ARCHITECTS & DESIGNERS BUILDING Or visit the A&D Building Web site www.adbuilding.com
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New York’s
Ultimate
Luxury
Showroom
Resource for
Kitchen,
Bath, Tile,
Stone,
Appliances
and Home
Furnishings

PREVIEW SHOWROOMS AT adbuilding.com

® SHOWROOMS

Allmilmo of NY # Artistic Tile » B&B Italia/Arclinea Kitchens o Bilotta Kitchens » Boffi A&D » Brown Jordan LUXEHOME'
Cavendish Grey s Clive Christian New York « Davis & Warshow e Edward Fields Carpet Makers Now in 4 Cities:
Euro Design Interiors e Exquisite Surfaces » GE Monogram e Harmil Carpet s Hastings Tile & Bath Chicago Merchandise Mart
Holly Hunt NY List Giord M Arred Miel Neff Kitch Studi Paris C i S fork aLD Bl dng

L] . " &
olly Hun istone Giordano « Marmo Arredo ¢ Miele = Ne itchen Studios aris Ceramics Washington (DC) Design Center
Poggenpohl » Poliform e SieMatic » Smeg USA » Snaidero USA New York = St. Charles of NY = Studium Boston Design Center

Sub-Zero/Wolf » Valli & Valli USA » Varenna Kitchens/Paoliform » Wood-Mode/American Classic Kitchens www.luxehome.com

ARCHITECTS & DESIGNERS BUILDING

Open to the Public and the Trade, M-F 9 am-5 pm ¢ 150 East 58th Street « New York, NY 10155 » 212.444.2766
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lichStyle™ attoo”, 16"x20" on gallery wrap canvas gsometricStyle‘ . 16"x20" on gallery wrap canvas

PERSONALIZED PORTRAITS

Unforgettable gifts for everyone
on your list!

Take a snapshot and have us make it
into a stunning digitally hand-illustrated ‘
canvas portrait, in your choice of colors
and sizes, on canvas or paper, framed

or rolled. i

Sizes range from 13"x13" to 42"x52". ~
Portraits, sign-in boards, invitations and
Holiday cards.

Visit our SAMPLES GALLERY of before
and after pictures and shipped artwork
online at www.dllpopart.com

warholStyle™ personalized portrait 44°x36™ on gallery wrap canvas
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Thanks to our sponsors and attendees!

SEE YOU AT DWELL ON DESIGN LOS ANGELES, JUNE 25-27, 2010.

Covering topics ranging from furniture and food to art and architecture, Dwell's annual design

festival in downtown Los Angeles attracted 15,200 professionals and enthusiasts eager to

join the conversation in 2009. Thanks to all of our readers who filled the exhibition aisles and

experienced presentations by more than 90 design experts and thought leaders.

For more information about our 2010 show visit DWELLONDESIGN.COM.

For more product information, visit the 2009 Dwell on Design Sponsors and Exhibitors online:
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DWELL HOME Il

A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home Il Sponsors:

Artemide

Artemide, the most diversified, award-winning design line in the lighting
industry, offers decorative and architectural luminaires with the perfect
balance between form, function, and performance. For more information,
please visit artemide.us.

I

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide distributors
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net

or call 323-933-0383.

miahalrialm

With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist
designs, and timeless textures. maharam.com

Autodesk

Gain instant competitive advantage with the Autodesk” Revit® building
design and documentation system, purpose-built for building information
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates
the change everywhere. autodesk.com

SIEMENS

Siemens ultraSense™ laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense™
washer and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market,
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including
cashmere, silk, and activewear. siemens-home.com

HOME FURNISHINGS

Excellent design is timeless, not driven by trends. Our home furnishings
are inspired by great movements in furniture design and created for
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship,
natural materials, and affordable prices to offer outstanding value.
roomandboard.com

Dwell Community
Events & Promotions

Kirsch’

Since 1907, Kirsch Window Fashions has been setting the standard in
innovation and design for home window treatments. The originator of
fashion-forward decorative drapery hardware, Kirsch evolved to boast
a broad leading line of custom blinds and shades to complement any
home décor. Kirsch Window Fashions offers products that define
elegance and offer uncompromising style and beauty. kirsch.com

THE BOLD 10K
O KOHLER.

Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in providing products of
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends

and styles, Kohler continuously strives to lead the way and set new standards
for gracious living by creating products that will deliver years of performance
and add beauty and value to people's homes. kohler.com

<>

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV.
For more information visit fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid or call

800-301-7430.

098 NORITZ

ALWAYS HOT

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tankless technology.
Our tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving
money and space. noritz.com

A Samafil®

The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for green roof-waterproofing solutions.

Sika Sarnafil provides you with a membrane system solution engineered
to keep your structure watertight. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing
and waterproofing peace of mind. samafilus.com

®HermanMiller;,, e Home

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office
seating through our nationwide network of consumer and online stores,
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome.



The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing original design and
innovation to the ceiling fan industry. The designs celebrate the modern
idiom through mechanical simplification, geometric forms, and contempo-
rary finishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century
ceiling fans. modernfan.com

MONROVIA
) :XGP:OWERS
Monrovia® Growers are the healthiest, hardiest, most beautiful plants
guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Raised in exclusively formulated,
nutrient-rich organic soil, our plants are the strongest. With more than
2,200 varieties—from low maintenance to high fashion—we have something
for everybody and every garden style. monrovia.com

emma gardner design

Emma Gardner Design, LLC, is a design and development company that
produces fine contemporary interior products for use in residential, office,
and hospitality spaces. Honors in 2007 included an Interior Design Best
of Year Merit Award and two IIDEX/Neocon Innovation Awards. For more
information and showrooms, please visit emmagardnerdesign.com.

& JENN-AIR.

Jenn-Air* offers a full line of built-in appliances designed for the
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visit jennair.com
or call 800-JENN-AIR.

(0O caesarstoner
Quartz Surfaces
Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, CaesarStone quartz surfaces
take concept to reality as the perfect blend of form and function.
Visit caesarstoneus.com or call B77-978-2789.

Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international designers.
Some Cappellini products are exhibited in the world's premier museums. In

2004, Cappellini became part of Paltrona Frau, piloting the project fora “new
quality center.” cappellini.it

[MINEQPORTE
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless-
steel entry door systems using the finest-quality materials, ensuring every
Neoporte door will last a lifetime. neoporte.com




A NOTE ON 70 YEARS IN CAR
INSURANCE FROM ONE OF THE

GIANTS IN THE INDUSTRY.

(WELL, NOT IN TERMS OF
HEIGHT, OF COURSE.)

What the Gecko lacks in stature he certainly makes up for in ability. In fact, under the ownership of
Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway Inc., he’s helped GEICO rise to become the nation’s third-largest car
insurance company. Of course, the fact that GEICO has been helping people save money on car insurance
for over 70 years hasn't hurt either. And when it comes to financial security, GEICO is consistently ranked
“excellent” or better by independent experts. But even though it's not common practice to have geckos in the
highest levels of business, this one inspired three million drivers to switch to GEICO last year (and never

missed a day of work). Perhaps proving that you can be both big and small at the same time.

GEICO

A SUBSIDIARY OF BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY INC.

GEICO is the third-largest private passenger auto insurer in the United States based on 2008 market share data as reported by the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners, March 2009. At December 31, 2008 Government Employees Insurance Company had admitted assets of $12.5 billion, and policyholder surplus of $4.
billion (including $33.4 million in paid up capital stock). Total liabilities were $8.4 billion, including $7.7 billion in reserves. Additional information is available at: http://www.

geico.com/about/corporate/financial-information. Government Employees Insurance Co. - GEICO General Insurance Co. * GEICO Indemnity Co. + GEICO Casualty Co. These
companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO: Washington, D.C. 20076. GEICO Gecko image © 1999 — 2009. ® 2009 GEICO
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EDITOR'S NOTE

Homework Assignment

I must confess, I am no expert when it comes to unrav-
eling the tangled web of financing, banking, and policy
that helps shape our economy. At Dwell, our most
pressing inquiries tend to uncover how an architect
overcame the limitations imposed by kitchen cabinets
from Ikea, not the devastation wrought by mortgage-
backed securities. Though we always factor cost into
our coverage, it’s generally considered as part of a larger
package of what we consider good design. But writing
about the trajectory of “The New American Home”
(page 69), without acknowledging the economic slump
would be folly—not only because of the ramifications

it has on design, but also because of the potential that
better design offers to pull us out of it.

Before the economic crisis, the housing industry
produced upward of a million (even two million) new
houses a year; banks encouraged pretty much anyone
to buy a home; other banks packaged up all the debt
and shopped it around; and as long as real-estate values
went up, everyone stood to gain. Now that millions of
homes are in foreclosure, prices have plummeted, and
housing starts are at their lowest number in decades,
it’s clear that this didn’t quite work out as planned.

There are many reasons for this, but I would like to
focus on a particular aspect that generally will not rise
to the forefront of other conversations on the topic—
home design. Much like how the auto industry put
all of its eggs into the SUV-basket for the last 20 years,
for all of the millions of homes built, the housing
industry offered a similarly limited and bloated array.
The more-more-more, bigger-is-better mentality
appears to serve everyone when the going is good, but
when things tank, it becomes apparent that not only
is all this stuff unnecessary, but it's dead wrong.

The good news is that all over the country indi-
viduals and savvy developers are already on the right
track. For many years here at Dwell, we have shown
that the importance of modern design isn’t about being
in fashion, but rather, that living with the principles
espoused by modernism—using materials honestly,

eliminating waste, honoring the environment in which
we build—would enrich our living conditions and also
the greater context of our lives.

The bad news is that even in the best of times mod-
ern architecture isn't exactly easy to finance. From
Buckminster Fuller’s Dymaxion houses to Michelle
Kaufmann prefabs, the harsh realities of banking
have often kept the innovative possibilities of design
at bay. Home financing depends in large part on resale
value, and unfortunately a collective lack of imagi-
nation leads us to the one-size-fits-all recipe for
beefed-up McMansions with man caves and granite
counters, not experiments in living. But now, just
as our Chryslers will become a lot more like Fiats, our
homes will need to make a similar transformation.

In this issue we travel across the country to point
to examples of this shift—thus far the exception, not
the rule. Some argue that developments such as Office
dA’s Macallen Building in South Boston pave the way
for gentrification and deplete local character. But as
anyone who has seen the film The Greening of Southie
(which tracks the structure’s construction process)
can attest, the building’s ultimate value may not be
for the residents who end up living there, but for the
project’s construction workers who were exposed to
entirely different methodologies of building and living
to take with them to their next jobs and communities.

Though the Macallen represents positive change
at a niche level, I am even more hopeful when I see
initiatives,like the new HUD-DOT-EPA Interagency
Partnership for Sustainable Communities, that could
have a much broader impact.The partnership includes
measures to promote “transit-oriented, mixed-use
development and land recycling,” the expansion of
“location- and energy-efficient housing choices,” and
“locally generated renewable energy.” It’s important
that these considerations are being made at a policy
level, but we shouldn’t sit idly by and expect things
to be done right. As the homes in this issue attest, the
future will be up to each of us.m

Sam Grawe, Editor-in-Chief
sam@dwell.com

18 October 2009
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SUSPENDED

SCULPTURAL

ROTATING

FOCUS ON FIRE

European Fireplace and
Wood Stove Designs

Residential + Commercial

www.euroflues.com
888.404.0123
info@euroflues.com

On the web and in Santa Fe, New Mexico

Partnering with Lindal Cedar Homes and
Marmol Radziner Prefab, Dwell will make the
most of the advantages modern prefab has to
offer in terms of design, cost-effectiveness, and

sustainability. Experience the newest addition
in the world of modern prefab construction,
the Dwell Homes Collection.

dwell homescollection

MARMOL RADZINER PREFAR /A Lindal

Marmol Radziner Prefab has created
the Skyline Series to take advantage of
the infill opportunities in urban areas.
The Skyline Series offers & mix and
match floor plans that fit on typical city
lots and can easily be customized to

various street configurations. By offering
standard models, custom design time
and cost are greatly reduced to provide
people with new homes more quickly
and easily.

Marmol Radziner Prefab believes that
factory built homes are the smarter way
to build and is constantly looking for
ways to bring prefab to more people.
The Skyline Series is the latest creation
of timeless design and quality.

MarmolRadzinerPrefab.com/
skyline.html
or call 1.310.689.0089

CEDAR HOMES mmlw

Lindal Cedar Homes, in business for
60 years, worked with Turkel Designs
to create this new series of efficiently
designed homes that are fresh, exuber-
ant and respond to the contemporary
dwelling expectation through the intel-
ligent use of shared space, structure,
volume and light. These homes incor-
porate many principles of environmen-
tally conscious design, such as the use
of natural and sustainable materials,
passive gain and shading, and natural
whole-house vent-ilation. The warmth
and livability of a modern Lindal home
comes from clean, uncluttered lines and
the inspired use of natural materials.

Lindal Cedar Homes, delivered around
the world, provides a lifetime struc-
tural warranty with each home and has
contributed generously to the American
Forests reforestation program on behalf
of our clients for nearly 20 years.

Lindal.com/dwell
orcall 1.888.4LINDAL
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scottsdale, az 480.778.0808
mountain view, ca 650.390.9615
san diego, ca 858.549.9700

san francisco, ca 415.558.8811
woodland hills, ca 818.222.7405
denver, co 303.302.0013
washington, dc 202.640.1976
miami, i 786.260.0110

|00% recycled wood cabinet

naples, fi 239.793.5560
sarasota, fi 941.924.0519
atlanta, ga 404.817.3313
honolulu, hi 808.599.7606
newton, ma 617.244.3993
kansas city, mo 816.363.5300
charlotte, nc 704.926.6000
clark, nj 732.382.8080

madison, nj 973.937.6060
paramus, nj 201.261.5221
reno, nv 775.324.4663
brookiyn, ny 718.934.7100
new york, ny 800.404.0004
roslyn, ny 516.621.7700
portiand, or 503.241.9500
pittsburgh, pa 412.369.2900

J0% formaldehyde free
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austin, tx 512.480.0436
dallas, tx 214.749.0070
seattle, wa 206.767.4625

san juan, pr 787.977.8043

calgary, ab 403.451.7870

| 00% made green in italy
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Any window covering can shut light out or let it in. Only Silhouette® window shadings feature soft fabric vanes
between two sheer fabrics to gently diffuse even the brightest light. A unique innovation that proves perfect
light doesn't just happen. It happens through Hunter Douglas.

Limited Time Offer: Call 1-800-227-8953 or visit hunterdouglas.com/designguide

for details about significant rebate savings available on select products.

LIFETIME GUARANTEE, OF COURSE.

Silhouette® Window Shadings _ i am m P
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Extraordinary window fashions,
© 2009 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® is a registered trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc. EXCIUS|Ver you Irs.
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Brought to you by The American
Society of Interior Designers—
NY Metro Chaper.

Your favorite showrooms will
be offering exclusive events
and programs.

ASID Members and Members
of Affiliated Interior Design
Associations Invited.

For information, visit
WWW.ASIDNYMETRO.ORG
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Cherner

The Cherner Chair Company

Molded Plywood
chairs, tables & stools
by Norman Cherner

New swivel base
adjustable task chair
shown in Classic Walnut.

Available with
upholstered seat pads,
with or without arms.

ChernerChair.com
toll free 866. 243.7637

LETTERS

Your Detour section has always
reported on the cool things happen-
ing in different cities, so why didn’t you
do the same for Philadelphia (“Detour,”
July/August 2009)? Instead, you chose
to interview a Philly novelist, Ken Kalfus,
who must not get out much. Each

of his answers either had a negative
comment or unfulfilling observation.
You should have interviewed Kalfus's
architecture-critic wife, Inga Saffron,
who has been writing about modern
design in Philadelphia for many years
and would have been able to share

a number of interesting, unigque expe-
riences to be had here. Dwell should
be uncovering successful modern
design to educate and inspire its read-
ers. Please give Philly another chance
to flex its design muscles.

Ralph Tullie

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The June 2009 "Think Smaller” issue
resonates with me, as you can imagine,
given my dad Richard Neutra's Diatom
series from 1925. His vision for this
project, nearly 85 years ago, was truly
prescient. The "smaller is better”
Diatom was founded on patented pre-
fab footings—the ultimate “floating
lightly on the land” project. The prefab
panels were made of diatomaceous
earth slabs, which are sustainable and
renewable, and save energy.

Diatom was only one of many pre-
fab schemes we've experimented
with. Channel Heights, a project from
1942, was another such experiment
in minimalism. Here again, the floor
areas of the units were very compact.
Despite some pretty spectacular larger
houses, the majority of our work has
always had as its basic challenge:
Think smaller, if not less expensively.

Recently I've been approached by
several prefab builders asking if |
would design a "Neutra” model. I've
thought seriously about resurrecting
the Diatom as a model that would
have relevance today.

Keep up the great work.

Dion Neutra, AlA

Neutra Institute for Survival Through Design
| look forward to receiving my copy

of Dwell each month, as it fills a niche

in my reading and provides inspiration
that few other publications can offer.

| especially enjoyed the "Editor's Note”
in the June 2009 issue ("Ooops!...We
Built It Again”). What a relief that it is no
longer treason against the shared
American Dream to talk (and publish)
openly about excess. Excess has over-
taken us on so many levels: the surplus
of McMansions with fake aging Tuscan
stucco, driveways decorated with huge
military-like vehicles that are only used
to transport armies of plastic grocery
bags, and the social pressure to main-
tain Kentucky bluegrass front lawns
even in our deserts in Utah.

I'd like to add to the list of bad
design. When did we as Americans
decide that using a gas-powered
leaf-blower instead of a broom was
somehow a more professional way
of dealing with grass clippings on a
driveway? It has nothing to do with
time savings nor effectiveness for sure—
as those concerns would foster grass
catchers on mowers to prevent the
need for an additional step of sweep-
ing. Landscape blowers are my nomi-
nation for bad design; they're not
economical, environmentally respon-
sible, nor aesthetically pleasing and
do not have any lasting value. What
were we thinking!? Now I'll get off my
broom...to address my own excesses.
Marlene Cox
Salt Lake City, Utah

“A Narrow Victory" (June 2009, p. 82)
featured a fold-down table as part of
a built-in bookshelf. Could you tell
me where | can find it or the plans to
make one?

Rebecca Silva

Portland, Oregon

Editors' Note: The table and bookshelf
were custom designed by STRand, a
design firm in Virginia. The designers
suggest using Soss invisible closer hinges
if you're planning to build one yourself.
For more infoermation, visit the firm's
website at strandworks.com or contact
them at strandemail@gmail.com.

Thank you for "An Introduction to
Airport Design” (June 2009). I've long
been intrigued by reframing transi-
tional spaces as destinations of their i

Dwell
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yare made in Germany
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Dwell
in Style

, located in
NYC's Financial District,
delivers the first luxury
rentals from yoo by
Starck. With a variety
of floor plans and

fully-furnished suites,
Dwell95 expresses an
iconic sense of style
through refined ame-
nities and flawlessly
executed details.

Dwell magazine congratulates
designer Philippe Starck and the
yoo by Starck team for articulat-
ing this unique definition of home
created exclusively for uncom-

promising urban dwellers.

Take a look around, visit:

Dwell9)

YOO STA¢ckE__

LETTERS

own. While the Changi Airport in
Singapore is impressive, | find the inte-
rior design of the international terminal
in Vancouver more welcoming for this
weary traveler. Forms of granite, jade,
cedar, glass, and water simultaneously
comfort, inform, and greet the interna-
tional traveler in the progression from
the arriving flight to the customs line.
A new light-rail line will be connecting
the airport to downtown, providing
another measure of welcome. Parents
of small children also have distinct
airport needs. A memorable layover
for my young daughter was in Detroit
with its hushed red monorail.

Rachel Hollowgrass
Oakland, California

The May 2009 issue was mind-blowing.
Each page brought delight and awe.

I took in just a bit at a time and saved
the rest for another time to relax and
refresh. It was like a good book that
one hates to see end—but it didn't
end because there is the next issue

to look forward to.

Ricki de Kramer
South Pasadena, California
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| have a question for Dan Maginn

("At Home in the Zone,” May 2009)
and even did a collage to illustrate it
{see the above image). If we use reus-
able shopping bags, are we supposed
to buy plastic bags for our garbage?

| use paper. It seems the best solution
for me. But | want to do what is best
for the environment.

Kim Smith
San Francisco, California

“At Home in the Zone" (May 2009)
is a brochure wanting to be born. It is

colorful, humorous, and factual. It is just
the thing needed to make the idea
of going green interesting and more
doable for all of us "regular” people.
Please consider publishing it as a
stand-alone brochure or pamphlet.
Sigrid Benson
Gulf Breeze, Florida
| am a ninth-grade home-school stu-
dent and adore Dwell. Although |
usually just look at the pictures, the
"Before and After” stories in the April
2009 issue really caught my attention.
Though | have always hoped that my
future home will look like something in
the magazine, I've never been sure
how | will get there. The houses in the
magazine are already perfect and
beautiful; it seems like they are without
a beginning. Where do they start? This
has been one of my major questions
since | began reading Dwell. However,
seeing the three featured “Before
and After” homes go from average
houses to modern unique homes
has answered my question as well as
offered encouragement.
Madison Vander Ark
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania
Do you have any information about the
glass coffee table shown in the atrium
living room of the Segerholt Residence
("Just Do It," p. 91, April 2009)?
Murray McKay
Houston, Texas
Editors' Note: The piece is the Split Rail
coffee table from Modernica. For more
information, visit modernica.net.

Correction: In our July/August 2009
issue, we failed to attribute our
Dwellings introduction (“Barn Again,”
p- 78) to our fabulous former senior
editor, Geoff Manaugh. We regret this
most egregious oversight.

Please write to us:

Dwell Letters

40 Gold Street

San Francisco, CA 94133
letters@dwell.com I
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INTRODUCING THE FIRST YOO BY STARCK RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

yoo by Starck, known for invigorating the design world, brings Dwell95: the first yoo by Starck rentals. Located in New York's
energetic Financial District, Dwell?5 combines all the amenities and services of a first-class hotel with the comforts of home.
This modern-day sanctuary is uniquely conceived for the uncommon individual.

oak wood floor . expansive windows . ausirian crystal chandelier . venetian mirror . yoo lounge & terrace
yoo fit health club . complimentary breakfast . twenty-four hour concierge & doorman . stackable washer & dryer

www.dwell95.com PR e Bl
MOINIAN | === @

Mainion Rertals  www moiniongroup cam We Welcome American Express® Cards for Automatic Rent Payments .



DWELL.COM

Now online...

Extended October Features,
Exclusively at Dwell.com

Though every film, book, and magazine
eventually comes to an end, the World
Wide Web is a blessedly infinite diver-
sion. If your heart breaks each time
you reach the last page of your favorite
Dwell feature, find a little solace at
dwell.com with our new extended
Dwellings slideshows.

dwell.com/magazine

Dwell and Inhabitat’'s 2009
Design Competition

This summer, Dwell partnered with
Inhabitat.com for our first joint design
competition. We called for forward-
thinking ideas on how to redesign and
improve upon the tract homes, strip
malls, cul-de-sacs, big-box stores,
and parking lots that spill across our
sprawling suburbs in order to explore
the future of the built environment.
Look for the competition winners to
be announced on dwell.com.
re-burbia.com

Kevin Freeman helps his wife, Jen Feldmann,
find her balance at their Houston home. See
more photos on page 80 and at dwell.com.

30 October 2009

CONTRIBUTORS

Aya Brackett
While shooting dishwasher expert
Ginny Evans ("Dwell Reports,” p. 62),
San Francisco-based photographer
Aya Brackett celebrated the purchase
of her very first dishwasher, a Bosch.
Evans suggested meal ideas (barley
risotto, red-lentil daal, black-eyed-pea
salad) that now seem perfectly doable
with the requisite clean-up time half
of what it used to be.

David A. Greene
Los Angeles-based writer David A.
Greene didn't know what to expect
when he traveled to Rough and Ready,
California, to meet with Ken Meffan
("My House,” p. 51), but he was glad
he got the full insurance package on
his rental car. After bouncing down
a rutted dirt road and onto a narrow
bridge to cross a creek, he was ser-
enaded by bullfrogs—and then later
snacked on by mosquitoes.

Todd Hido
San Francisco Bay Area-based artist
Todd Hido traveled to Rough and
Ready, California, to photograph this
month’s “My House" (p. 51). "I felt right
at home shooting out in the woods,”
Hido says. "The way the kids played in
the stream reminded me of myself as
a child: 1 don't think there was a day
| came home with dry shoes.”

Blair Kamin
Blair Kamin is the Chicago Tribune's
Pulitzer Prize-winning architecture
critic and the co-owner of a suburban
home that, despite waves of renova-
tion, will never make the pages of
Dwell. Kamin typically writes about
large-scale projects and was delighted
to turn his focus to a small-scale home
rehab for a couple whose lifestyle is
anything but conventional ("Brick by
Brick,” p. 96). "It was great to observe
the direct connection between their
quirks and the completed house.”

James Nestor
While in Norway surfing in the waters
of the Arctic Circle, writer James Nestor
was introduced to the beauty of the
grass roof by a self-professed Viking.
Over a few shots of the national elixir,

Aquavit, Nestor learned that the roofs
are making a modern-day comeback.
He wrote about them for this month'’s
“Off the Grid" (p. 58).

Gregg Segal
Gregg Segal, a photographer based
in Altadena, California, traveled to
Chicago’s West Side to shoot Studio
Gang's Brick Weave House ("Brick by
Brick," p. 96). Segal much admired
homeowners Tereasa Surratt and David
Gonzales's decorating rule: nothing
over $25. There were nude studies
from a thrift store, an Eames lounge
chair rescued from a Dumpster, and
even an unknown artist’s canvas that
they found on nearby train tracks.

Jack Thompson
After traveling along the West Coast
for three weeks, photographer Jack
Thompson made a mad dash to Texas
to shoot “a pretty cool house with a
great design using shipping contain-
ers” ("The Shipping Muse,” p. 80).
Almost every shoot that Thompson
has done for Dwell has involved large
amounts of rain and thunder, so he
advises giving him a call if you have
a house located somewhere in need
of precipitation.

Alissa Walker
True to her name, Los Angeles-based
writer Alissa Walker ditched her Subaru
three years ago, preferring pedestrian,
pedaled, or public forms of transporta-
tion. Now she spots lots more like her
around town. “Everyone likes to paint
L.A. as this chained-to-our-cars city,
but it's quickly changing.” For this
issue, Walker wrote about how resi-
dents like herself can thrive in high-
density urban environments (“The
New American Home," p. 69).

Dave Weinstein
Dave Weinstein is a freelance writer
who penned this month's “Modern
Real Estate 101" (p. 108). He spends
his spare time walking his spaniel
through architecturally interesting
neighborhoods in the San Francisco
Bay Area and is an active preservation-
ist, most notably for his hometown's
art deco jewel, the Cerrito Theater. lll

Photo by Jack Thompson



Wouldn't it be nice if your coffee wasn't swirled
with gullt? Now there’s a natural sweetener born from
the leaves of the stevia plant. It won't saddle you with
guilt or make your butt look fat. It comes with zero calories

and a taste that's luscious, sweet and clean. It grows where
your cravings meet your conscience without compromise.
Sweetness without angst. How perfectly delicious. Find it
at your grocery store. Find out more at truvia.com
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ltes from the spiral shape of T
at mollusk's shell—albeit one
accented with stained glass, color-
ful tiling,and an indoor natural
grass carpet, shown here in the
largest room.of the whorled home.
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October 4
Ti'\e.Mah'.'ir'l‘I Gropius-Bau's exhibit cele-
brates the Bauhaus in Berlin then travels
to New York. gropiusbau.de
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IN THE MODERN WORLD INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE FAIR

Pratt
Design for
a Dollar

Students are notoriously ad-
ept at making the best of a
tight budget. Though it might
be a while before ramen and
Natty Ice are considered haute
cuisine, the students at Pratt
Institute’s Department of
Industrial Design proved that
at least design innovation
doesn’t have to be born out of
the big bucks.The theme for
the school’s installation at the
International Contemporary
Furniture Fair, held in New York
City in May, was simple: Make
products for the modest cost
of a single single. The selection
maximized materials that
won't break the bank and trans-
formed industrial waste into
product gold.

pratt.edu

1.Crystal chandelier

by Jennie Maneri

2.The Drip plate by Cat Merrick
3. Metamorphosis by Sukmo Koo
and Young Taek Oh

4. Bottle Cap bowl

by Austin Doten

5. GiftCard buttons by Sara Dierck
6. New Luxuries: The Paper
Bailout Bag

by Rebecca Cole Marshall

7.The Rope chandelier

by Amyel Oliveros

8. Mag stool by Li-Rong Liao

9. Jewelry by Naima Franhel
10.Cumulus table

by Daniel Jeffries

11. Sleeve by Sara Ebert
12.Scissors by Brian Persico

October 4
Super Contemporary, a showcase of the
best of British creativity, closes at the Design

Museum in London. designmuseum.org

34 October 2009

October 12

Catch the Canadian Centre for Architecture's
Speed Limits exhibition before it closes in
Montreal. cca.qc.ca

Dwell



A vacuum with wheels
makes you go back
and forth.

Vacuums still have wheels that make it hard
work to move around objects and unnecessarily
difficult to vacuum in corners.

www.dyson.com

A ball just turns.

dyson ball

No more awkward turns.




IN THE MODERN WORLD INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE FAIR

o) Eclipse

. By Chris Adamick for By Jon Gasca for Stua

| Test Collective stua.com

| testcollective.com Rearrange these nesting

\ These powder-coated-steel tables across the room, or store
| structures provide delicate them beneath one another
display for the ultimate bright to conceal your clutter under
idea: the lightbulb of your a total eclipse.

. choosing. (left)

Sunset

By Stone Designs for RS
rs-life.com

Public libraries and digital read-
ers are great resources, but when
we find a book we really, really
love, we absolutely want to add
it to our permanent collection.
When the tomes start piling
up, this clever system by Stone
Designs offers an alternative

to buying a brand-new case, as
the telescopic steel shelves
extend beyond the simple frame

of Finnish beech.
October 16 October 17
Design USA: Contemporary Innovation House of Cars: Innovation and the Parking
opens at the Cooper-Hewitt in New York. Garage opens at the National Building
cooperhewitt.org. Museum in Washingten, DC, nbm.org
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» THE ALL-NEW 2010

THE CADILLAC OF CROSSOVERSH

Dramatic presence and performance. Advanced intuitive®"
technology. Integrated and flexible storage space throughout.
All crafted to the highest level of detail. Introducing the new
standard for luxury crossovers, the all-new 2010 Cadillac SRX.
Starting at $34,155. As shown $42,175! {

CADILLAC.COM/2010SRY
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| PS pelle Lockwood

\ By Hella Jongerius for Tkea By Vincent and Paul Georgeson

' ikea.com for Misewell

| Far more good fortune than arab-  misewell.com

bit’s foot, this wall hanging was No need for a well-meaning

i inspired by the fauna of Swedish ergonomist to remind you to stop

fairy tales and hand-embroidered  slouching and sit up straight;

by women in Northern Indian Lockwood’s shaped wood seat and

. villages as part of a program formed steel frame ensures your
between Ikea and UNICEE. (left) posture will be perfect.

be the impetus for an amazing

Angled end tables discovery, and Kurt Dexel's ¢ Stilt

By Kurt Dexel for Dexel Crafted Angular collection strengthens ' By Blu Dot

dexelcrafted.com the case for fortuity. The pieces + bludot.com

The Slinky stabilized ship equip- in this line—like these white oak | A simple pivot of this tripod
ment before it became a toy; and wenge veneer end tables— i lamp’s walnut legs will put them
penicillin was merely mold until were inspired by a triangular . inline for easy flat-packing.

its use as a medical treatment. offcut that was discarded from

Sometimes an accident can another one of his projects.

October 18

Radical Nature: Art and Architecture for
a Changing Planet closes at London's
Barbican Art Gallery. barbican.org.uk
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CLAUS A. FROH

bulthaup

The time is right - for your first bulthaup. The new bulthaup b1 kitchen system has a new look,
new product benefits and a new attractive price. With the timeless beauty of a sculpture, reduced to
the absolute essentials, the bulthaup b1 kitchen system is precision-planned and perfectly finished by
bulthaup's engineers and master craftsmen. Quality from start to finish. The time is definitely right for
you to meet bulthaup. Talk to the specialists in kitchen architecture at bulthaup. To locate your nearest
bulthaup partner, or request more information please visit www.bulthaup.com or call 800 808 2923.

Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia,
San Diego, San Francisco, Santa Monica, Scottsdale, Seattle, Toronto, Vancouver, Washington D.C.
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John
Cronin

For 35 years, John Cronin has
safeguarded New York’s water-
ways, investigating dozens of
pollution cases and authoring
three laws to protect the Hud-
son River and its communities.
So when Cronin, director and
CEO of the Beacon Institute
for Rivers and Estuaries, began
planning the institute’s first
research facility, the Center for
Environmental Innovation and
Education, he knew its physical
form should embody its ecolog-
ical ideals. Instead of just build-
ing green, he went one better:
Working with international
architecture and design firm
Gensler, he transformed an
abandoned 19th-century brick
factory into a state-of-the-art
structure packed with sustain-
able technologies.

Cronin found the dilapidated
4,000-square-foot building in
Beacon, New York, on a former

industrial section of Denning’s
Point State Park. “It was covered
with vines, all the windows were
gone, there were big holes in the
roof, and its cement slabs were
cracked and heaved,” he says.
Physical limitations determined
what interventions could—and
could not—be made.

Gensler’s solution was to
restore the building’s envelope
and reengineer its interior. The
team shored up the structure’s
walls, then added a mezzanine
to its main room, and an exten-
sion to its western facade. They
introduced sustainable features—
like geothermal heating and com-
posting toilets—wherever the
building could support them.
“We couldn't use as much solar
as we wanted to because the
roof has a pretty steep pitch, and
there are a lot of trees,” Cronin
says. Instead, three wind towers
straddle the roof and passively
cool the interiors via computer-
operated vents.

During the two-year construc-
tion phase, Cronin received first-
hand lessons in the challenges of
adaptive restoration, from replac-
ing rotten trusses to repairing
a broken sewage main. The per-
severance paid off,and the center
opened last December. Vying
for LEED Platinum certification,
it shows that when done right,
our built environment can not
only respect but also preserve
nature—a point Cronin hopes we
all take to heart.
~Julie Taraska

Nice Modernist
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Philippe Starck

Both worshipped and reviled, Philippe Starck has served
as king and jester to the design world for the last 30 years. His
designs, such as Juicy Salif, that ubiquitous postmodern
kitchen implement, or his oft-heralded, seldom-purchased line of
products for Target, elicit equal amounts of distinction and
condemnation. Achampion of mass production (and a self-made
marketing tool), Starck has fashioned his own playful world
in which we all can carouse. Dwell caught up with him in New York
at the launch of his Zimhu speakers for Parrot.

Lucky break: My lucky break
is perhaps an unlucky break:
It's the mental sickness of cre-
ativity mixed with a very heavy
religious education. I'm not a
believer, but | do believe we all
have to try to deserve to exist.

Dream commission: To
make something useful with
materiality. Today 90 percent
of the services we receive
from companies are material.
It's time to kill materiality.

Hero: | really love this guy
Ptolemy. He lived 100 years
after Jesus Christ. He took the
measurement of the world
within 2 percent. Until the 16th
century this measurment was
exact. That is genius.

Villian: All the cynical people
who use intelligence to lie
and to steal money from others.

Greatest compliment:
"Thank you!"

Currently reading: | read
something like 12 books
at a time. One you might know
in the United States is Snuff
by Chuck Palahniuk.

Last film watched: | only
ever get to see movies on the
plane, because | have no time
to watch films or TV. Last night
| saw Milk, and | was very
impressed by Sean Penn. He is

i astonishing! | love this type

of movie because it helps us
understand the suffering of
other people.

iPods: | have 15. Thirteen of
them are loaded exactly the
same, because | have a phobia
of losing one while traveling.
| keep them in Ziploc bags

i in a safety box. Yesterday |

got two more from Stephan
Crasneanscki of Soundwalk.
He made me a 24-hour mix of
the music of my soul, and now

| always have the right music at
the right time of day.

Your "Eureka!” moment:

All the time, but I'm not talking
about the quality of the “Eureka!”
and ['m not talking about the
result of the idea. Some people,
like me, are purely intuitive—
absolutely not intelligent—and
have a diagonal way of thinking.

Best seat in the house:

In my bed with my wife.

Things you won't design:
Weapons, tobacco, hard alco-
hol, anything with religion,
anything with oil companies,
and anything coming from
dirty money.

Looking forward to:
Sleeping.

starck.com

Q&A

Dwell

Mlustration by Elisabeth Moch



customer file MO OO 11 00747 134
Paul Blanchard / Santa Barbara Ca
0f The Non Random lamp just delivered from YLighting
The radio that I listen to in my workshop
g2 A desktop clock I received for fathers day
The Marc Newson flashlight that hangs in my kitchen
Three years worth of delivered newspapers
s A recent purchase that lets me forget my age
Rubber vase from NYC that fit into my carry-on
ge Prized 1960 Art & Architecture from my collection
My grandfather's hammer

10 The cruiser that gets me to the coffee shop every day

Visit i i
it www.ylighting.com for the best in modern lighting from renowned brands

LIGHTING

Qigﬂb.ﬂﬂ . I I

such as Moooi,

Artemide and Flos.
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Heavenly Vaults: From
Romanesque to Gothic in
European Architecture

David Stephenson

Princeton Architectural Press, $65
David Stephenson’s new book

of photography is a love letter

to the intricate, seemingly sui
generis vaults of Europe’s Roman-
esque and Gothic cathedrals and
churches. Half the wonder of
these soaring architectural feats
is that they were devised and
built at all. The other half comes i
with the realization that we will <~ Gl . TR anesque
never build this way again: It ]
takes too long. It's too expensive.
We don’t know how.

These buildings, some nearly a
millennium old, are charged with
the grandeur of God, as though
their architects, suddenly doubt-
ing that it could be read in nature,
decided to codify it in stone.

The skyward vaults suggest their
faith’s holy order, the majestic
possibilities of men working to
glorify their creator, the intima-
tion, the endurance of infinity.

to Gothic in

i iEggepean Architecture

Photos by Peter Belanger

October 19

Relinquish self-control and visit Ron Arad:
No Discipline, which closes at the Museum
of Modern Art in New York. moma.org
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( lick, on go the lights, bzzz, up go the blinds,

Dada

New York Flagship Store:
60 Greene Street

Ph. (212) 673-7106
www.dadaweb.it

suschh, back go the bins, frrr, the glass
doors open, pfffi. the cupboards close, sssh,
the electronic tap flows.

Trim: the kitchen finally comes alive.
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Cozy up to the o
fire of crystal.

The radiance of your Schonbek chandelier,
called Plaza, will perfectly complement
the blaze in your fireplace.

This new crystal chandelier is both complex
and simple, Its circularity is achieved by
means of square and rectangular Strass*

crystal jewels of incomparable brilliance.

See the newest Schonbek designs in fine
lighting showrooms.

-

-

SCHONBEK'

BEYOND LIGHTING?

el

© 2008 Schonbek Worldwide Lighting Inc. A Member of the Swarovski Group, 61 Industrial Blvd., Plattsburgh NY 12901-1908.
Tel: 800.836.1892 or 518.563.7500 www.schonbek.com Swarovski® and STRASS® are registered trademarks of Swarovski AG.

SEE NEW SCHONBEK DESIGNS AT www.schonbek.com
FREE DVD “BEYOND LIGHTING”: 1.800.836.1892
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Koppany Pool House
Los Angeles, California
Pierre Koenig
usc.edu/dept/architecture/
slide/koenig/

Houses We Love

46 October 2009
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Photos by Julius Shulman and Juergen Nogai



%ﬁmﬁor DIFFERENCE 4{
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S1." for 6 seats, 76 /2" for B seats, 102 %" for 10 seats. HOME DESIGN

Functionality for the everyday use. . . SINCE 1923

439 HOLD IT CONTEMPORARY HOME SAN 5-6660
€ CONCEPTO MODERN LIVING FORT LAUDE

CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE ATLANTA 56 ! EUROPEAN FURNITURE CH ) |
CALLIGARIS SHOP BY PAD - SU CASA BALTIMORE (4 33-4723  BOVA CONTEMF‘ORAF{Y FURNITURE
(301)210-3410 ERSEY CALLIGARIS SHOP BY HOUSE OF NORWAY FAIRFIELD (973)227-3367 W YORK
CALLIGARIS SHCHD BY AKO BROOKLYN (718)265-3111 CALLIGARIS SHOP BY JENSEN LEWIS MANHATTAN
I iTH AMBIENTE INTERNATIONAL RALEIGH 37 BOVA FURNITURE CINCINNATI
IN CALLIGARIS SHOP BY MR.BARSTOOL PHILADELF LA DIFFERENCE
542-5074 BOVA CONTEMPOHAHY FUFINITURE FALLS CHURCH (703)2C VA IGT( CALLIGARIS SHOP

BY ALCHEMY COLLECTIONS SEATTLE RUBINS FURNITURE MADISON/MILWAUKEE

Al BLUEPRINT LOS ANGELES
DESIGN DEPOT FURNITURE MIAMI (3(

discover our new 2009 home coliection at VVVVVV , walll'dd
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House on the Hill
Columbia County, New York
Gates Merhulova Architects

gmarch.com

WolfeDen \:ii @\A
A

Austin, Texas ";-

MT Neg! Desigrr

: r_nmeai;g‘_m N

Photos by Michael Moran (House on the Hill), viviane Vives/Barcelona Films (Wolfe Den)

Houses We Love

October 2009




If you could design your dream window,
what would it be?

T a dcann aindowr il a read
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myMarvin by

Lode

Sarah Susanka, FAIA
architect/author The Not So Big House series

Create windows and doors uniquely your own. Whether remodeling,
replacing or building new. Get inspired by the myMarvin Project artists, the
latest home design trends, or all the new products at myMarvin.com

MARVIN

Windows and Doors

@2009 Marvin Windows and Doors: All rights reserved. ®Regstered trademark of Marvin Windows and Dogrs. 1:800-268-7644 Bullt around You.



Feel good
LebitLrs

ENDURING DESIGN,

AMERICAN CRAFTSMANSHIP

The finest, responsibly sourced materials
meet the highest quality construction in
a chair that will stand the test of time.
Like 85% of our furniture, Thatcher is
made in the LS — a versatile, Shaker
inspired design handcrafted by Vermont
artisans to serve you for decades.

Thatcher chair, ¥299

Portica table, *1479 as shown
Grove storage cabinet, ¥2699
Organza pendant, *199

Room&Board

HOME FURNISHINGS

we're here to help

800.952.8455
roomandboard.com



MY HOUSE

&rehitect and builder Ken Meffan

. ; ,“ ™ % ® .
lives in Rough and Ready; California, { _' - D I a m 0 n d . In

a'tiny town in the foothills of the

Sierra Nevada mountains. “Rough and | . _. J e « A I:-;' th e Rau g h .

ready” also describes histakeon '/ /0 years in GEEE aidd ,
tlomestic bliss: Meffan, 56, is'k W i ; : 3 1 .! ( a n d‘r Rea dy)
S

Story by David A. Greene
Photos by Todd Hido
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MY HOUSE

This was a really difficult site to build
on, because there’s so much water.
A creek runs through it, and there are
springs all over the place. But we love
the water, and so do the kids. They
dam the creek up every summer for
swimming, and it collects silt in the
winter, which makes great compost
for the garden. Last year, we grew
sunflowers that must have been 12
feet tall.

There are two structures on the
property: the little workshop, where
we lived for almost ten years, and
the main house. Before the workshop,
we lived in a tent. We were very poor,
but we were having an adventure, like
the Swiss Family Robinson—until a
giant, once-every-20-years rainstorm
pretty much blew us away. The morn-
ing after the storm was over, the kids
came to me and said, “Dad, this isn't
so much fun anymore.”

We only had two of the four kids
when | started building the main house,
and as the family grew, we kept adding
bedrooms. Officially, it's 3,400 square
feet, but half of that is a greenhouse.
When | was a young architect in Malibu,
| hired a landscaper who took me to a
greenhouse tucked back in one of the
canyons. It was crammed full of plants,
and when we squeezed down one
aisle, he said, "Just take a deep breath.”
And when | breathed that pure, oxygen-
fortified air, | knew that | wanted to
build a house just like that.

Regular houses are full of barriers.
Even windows are psychological
barriers. Here, we slide open the walls
and live in direct contact with nature.
You can feel the weather in here. | was
on a business call once when it was
raining; it was this tremendous down-
pour, where the sky just opened up,
and | couldn't hear or talk. That's what
this house is all about.

Living with wildlife is also important.
We get lizards inside and don't bother
to run them out. We've had wild tur-
keys wander in, and a baby squirrel
used to sleep with the kids. We have
tons of people here all the time, too.
I've stopped noticing when there's an
extra kid or two in the house.

| consider this house a prototype.
Some of its features | wouldn't dare v

“In a regular house you can't hear the
birds or feel the fresh air,” says Meffan, con-
trasting it with his greenhouse-within-a-
house (top right). Though all the plants are

52 October 2009

mundane home-center varieties (top left),
they grow to uncanny heights in the moist,
sunny environment. Sue (bottom right)
waters the indoor foliage with an industrial

hose hung from the ceiling, while Dylan, 10,
and Zoe, 13 (bottom left), have a lazy float
down the creek, Huck Finn-style, in a steel
horse-watering tank.



Color
Expression®

RECYCLED

Basalt Black

Black Rocks 4170 Smoky Ash 6140

Dusty Stones 4040 Metallic Black 7185

Sl

Organic White 4600

Buttermilk 4220

Introducing 8 New Expressive Colors

CaesarStone’s unique ingenuity and ability to influence trends can be captured in a remarkable
new lineup of surfaces that push the boundaries of creativity. The Color Expression ‘09 Collection
offers an impressive recycled line, a new matte-hammered texture, and the first and only black
metallic-accent surface — all covered for life by our Lifetime® Warranty.

To learn more about CaesarStone’s Color Expression ‘09 Collection, (
please visit www.CaesarStonelS.com/expression () caesa rston e®

Quartz Surfaces

* Seme restnctions apply. Copies of our Lifetime Warranty are available at authorized dealers.
Learn maore by visiting www.CaesarStoneUS.com or calling 877.978.2789.
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build for customers, in case they don't
work out. Like the garage-door “sun-
roof” in our bedroom, or the sliding
glass walls. When | build those walls
for customers, | buy cool, superexpen-
sive hardware from Germany, with
big lever handles. Here, | tried some-
thing different, putting them on
Rollerblade wheels. They worked out
wonderfully, though! The flip side of
experimenting is that the inspection
process can be a real drag. | had to
get a rural occupancy permit for us to
live out here. And | had to block off
the spot where the fireman's pole was
supposed to go.

For the walls, my theory was
"anything but drywall.” The walls on
the ground floor are straw bales,
covered with clay mud dug from the
site. And a lot of the wood upstairs

is salvaged. When | build big vacation
houses for other people, we usually
clear a bunch of trees on the location
and mill them into lumber onsite.
And then when the job is over, | just
drag home whatever's left and use

it around here.

There's corrugated polycarbonate
on the roof of the greenhouse and
corrugated galvanized siding out on
the workshop. | consider it an indig-
enous material. In nearby gold-mining
towns like Grass Valley and Nevada
City, the forty-niners used corrugated
metal extensively, probably because
it was a cheap material. They built a lot
of Victorian houses, too, but those
don't stimulate me as much as an old
barn does, or an old mine building. If
you make a building too perfect, it
doesn't give you that interesting feel.

You don’t want your house to feel like
a modern furniture store.

| grew up in suburbia, in Redondo
Beach, California, and | think our
environment here is a rebellion against
that. Once, | wondered if the kids
might be better off somewhere else,
so | asked them what they thought
about living here. They said, "Are you
kidding, Dad? We love it here." They
don't know anything different, of
course. But they will. My 20-year-old
daughter lives down in San Luis
Obispo now, and she thought it was
so great to have her own apartment.
But after two weeks of sitting in that
drywall box, she started to appreciate
what she had up here in Rough and
Ready. We're pretty good with weird
around here. It's a little on the funky
side, but it's home. I~

Rocks dug up during construction were
saved and incorporated into the poured-
concrete floors and walls (above left).
Hydronic heating coils in the floor are

October 2009

augmented by a woodstove during the
damp winters. Cody, 17, and Dylan (top
right) jam in the kitchen with Yogi, the Welsh
corgi. The front door (above right) is made

from remilled old leftover beams. A custom
pivot mechanism allows the weight of the
massive door to rest on a tiny point, allowing
for almost friction-free operation. e

Dwell



test

AVAILABLE IN FIVE NEW FABRIC COLLECTIONS. D
MADE WITH AN ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY PRODUCTION PROCESS. D
FINALLY, YOU CAN APPRECIATE THE TRUE MEANING OF “SITTING PRETTY". ]

Stressless® furniture is now available in five new environmentally friendly fabric collections. Whether

it's the rich Spanish Velvet or Italian Jacquard, all of our fabrics are recyclable and made without the
use of harmful chemicals. And our luxurious fabrics are just as beneficial for your room design as
they are for the environment. Once you add in the feel of a tailored fit with our multiple size options
and our innovative comfort systems, Stressless® is a comfort movement of revolutionary proportions.

Visit ekornes.com or call 888-EKORNES to find vour local Stressless® retaiter and take the Comfort Test™ for yourself.

THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT™

- :-__11‘.‘:'5:'5:"#

888-EKORNES
ekornes.com

EKORNES’

i




MY HOUSE

By the Power of Gray Culls

The floorboards are lumberyard “culls”
that had turned gray or cracked from
being exposed to weather. Meffan
had them remilled into pristine planks
with an old-world feel. Contractors
typically pass up culls to get to the
“"good” wood below. Ask at your local
home center, and you may be able

to get them at a steep discount, or
even for free.

Spin Doctored

A media storage unit is made from

a steel pivot welded to a heavy-

duty tractor bearing by Sierra Metal
Fabricators. The massive, smooth-
spinning unit also serves as a room
divider, to screen a desk and com-
puter station from the main living area.
sierrametal.com

Trough Trade

The showers are made from stock-
watering tanks from the Ideal Stock
Tank Co. and have waterproof canvas
curtains. Less expensive than prefab
shower-tub units, stock tanks are built
of weatherproof galvanized steel and
are sturdy enough for cows to drink
from—and, ergo, for you to bathe in.

Dam Kids

The young Meffans relish playing

in the creek’s adjustable dam, made
from poured concrete. The nutrient-rich
silt that collects over the summer is
dumped on the vegetable garden in
the winter, when the creek flows freely.

Xt

Leaf Press-Ons

As Meffan was hand-troweling the
concrete floor, his daughter ran in

with different leaf specimens from

the property, like ferns and bamboo.
Meffan pressed the leaves into the
drying concrete and later swept the
crumbling leaves away, leaving “fossil”
impressions in the floor. The floor

was then sealed with a nontoxic acrylic.

Make It Yours
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Click here for more information:
Concrete sealant: concretesealers.com

Tractor bearings: tractorsupply.com
Steel stock tanks: sierrastainless.com il



PROBLEM. 'SOLVER.

interior/exterior water-base
R - SEALER - STAINBLOCK

et Stanblocking T::h"“““__,u

e
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“Tackling tough painting challenges W"—ﬁ.‘;
is my livelihood. That's why KILZ o p
primer is my problem solver.” Ty

- Mike Cesario, KILZ primer user
and pro painter for 30 years

g i Problem walls? Do what the pros do... start with KILZ®
] primer. Priming with KILZ® before you paint ensures a
better-looking, longer-lasting paint job by covering
stains, masking odors and sealing unfinished surfaces.
KILZ" primer also blocks old colors, getting you to your

new paint color with fewer topcoats.

KILZ® The perfect start to a great finish®

www.kilz.com
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Highly Sod

In southwest Poland, archi-

tect Robert Konieczny, of KWK
Promes, raises the roof—with
sod intact—on Jacek Perkowski’s
modernist rural getaway.

After

It is Thursday evening, time to water
the lawn. Jacek Perkowski slips on some
flip-flops and walks through a glass
door in his open-air living room. He
grabs a hose and gets to work. But
Perkowski isn't watering the grass in his
yard; he's watering his roof. There,
above the rafters of his three-bedroom
house, a seven-inch-deep carpet of
sod grows in green velvet chunks. “The
idea of having parties on the roof, this
kind of thing, was very important for
me,” says Perkowski, a Polish rock mu-
sician and former member of T. Love.
"It's another way of enjoying and living
in and around the house.”

Perkowski isn't alone. While in
the wilds of Ksiagznice, Poland, where
Perkowski lives, a yard on the roof
may be seen as eccentric, throughout
much of Europe sod roofs are becom-
ing common. About 10 percent of
German roofs have been “greened,”
many with sod, and Great Britain hopes

to catch up to this number soon. Since
January of 2004, over 3 million square
feet of greater London'’s roofs have
been turned into green space. Green
Roofs for Healthy Cities (GRHC), an
industry association of green roof build-
ers in North America, estimates that
its U.S. members installed more than
2.6 million square feet of green roofs
in 2008, a 35 percent increase over
the year before.

But beyond being a good place
to sip a drink or host a party, what's
the benefit of having to water and
mow your roof? "There are hundreds
of benefits, actually, both financial
and environmental,” says Steven Peck,
president of GRHC. "Sod roofs [and
other green roofs] retain heat in the
winter and cool a house in the sum-
mer, saving about 25 percent per year
in climate-energy costs.” Peck says
that many new houses built with green
or grass roofs require smaller, less I+

Story by James Nestor
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Though the three-bedroom house is two
stories, both floors offer “front” lawns on
which to hang out, all accessible through
sliding glass doors.

Architect Konieczny lifted the existing
ground and wrapped it around the roof
and exterior rooftop staircase, essentially
making all floors "ground” level.

Dwell

Photos by OUTrial House/Juliusz Sokolowski
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Touch
of Grass

To architect Robert Konieczny,

the best way to integrate the OUTrial
house into its surroundings was to
make it out of its surroundings. By
cutting notches in the sod and push-
ing the frame of the house up from
beneath it, Konieczny gives the house
the impression that it is popping up
like a flower from the surrounding
field—not erasing the earth on which
it stands but simply displacing it to
upper floors.

Click here:
To learn about green and grass roofs, visit
greenroofs.org.

October 2009

expensive heating systems. And they
are quiet, insulating a building's inte-
rior from street noise. Then there are
the environmental benefits. A single
16-square-foot roof of uncut grass
produces the amount of oxygen that
one person breathes in an entire year
and removes up to 4.4 pounds of air-
borne pollution annually. Depending
on the depth of growing media and
the frequency and duration of rainfall,
green and grass roofs also retain any-
where from 10 to 95 percent of the
precipitation that falls on them, greatly

inhibiting runoff and decreasing floods.

And the list goes on.

Scandinavians have known the
wonders of sod roofs for thousands
of years. "Between 5 and 10 percent
of the houses here still are sod,” says
Téralvur Weihe, head of the depart-
ment of historical and protected
buildings at the National Museum of
Farce Islands. Here, in this cluster
of 18 mystical islands in the North Sea
lodged between Iceland and Ireland,
is one of the highest concentrations
of sod roofs in the world. The Faroese
continue to employ an age-old method
of building sod roofs: Base layers
of birch bark (or sheets of knobbed
plastic) are placed on roof panels,
then covered with sod cut from sur-
rounding yards. It's as simple as that.
"When covered in sod, the roofs
can last about 50 years without any
reconstruction—about five times
longer than a standard asphalt roof,”
Weihe says.

But before you start digging up
your front yard, consider that not every
house can support a sod roof. “This is
not a do-it-yourself technology—there
are serious structural implications and
a lot of things that need to be consid-
ered before grass roofing,” says Peck.

To ensure standards are met, in
May 2009 GRHC debuted a Green
Roof Professional (GRP) certification
program for green roof developers.
Similar to LEED certification (the U.S.
rating system for environmental
design), the GRP program establishes
guidelines and systems for green and
grass roofs. The first four-day training
course GRHC offered for GRP certifica-
tion sold out.

Back in Poland, Robert Konieczny,
owner of Katowice-based KWK
Promes and architect of Perkowski’s
sod-roofed house, says his attraction
to sod roofs was less about making
the roof like the front yard than about
making it an extension of the ground.
“We wanted to keep the fluidity of the
grassy clearing surrounded by the
forest where the house is located,”
says Konieczny. "Instead of just cutting
and moving grass onto the roof of the
house, we bent the ground up around
the house.” Doors and walkways that
might ordinarily lead to a yard lead
instead to the sod roof area, making
the rooftop indistinguishable from
the surrounding grass flats and creat-
ing what Konieczny calls an outside
atrium. "The goal was to create a new
type of space,” says Konieczny. His
inventive approach earned the project
a nomination for the European Union's
2008 Mies van der Rohe Award.

Konieczny is planning similar sod
roofs for upcoming projects. “It's
wonderful. Not only does it create
a very positive microclimate inside
the house, but for me, sod versus
other green roofs is much less hassle
to maintain. And | love the appearance
of having grass on a roof.”

And, lest we forget, it's a great place
to party. lll

The expansive open-air living room on
the first floor is framed with a curving wall
of windows. The glass wall works as an

outdoor atrium looking out on an exposed
sod-covered staircase and allows the room
to be bathed in natural light. @
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Dishwashing used to entail a sink

full of soapy suds and a good scrub-
bing brush—and for some of us, it

still does—but now, the task can also
be done with just a push of a button.
Despite its apparent ease, using a
dishwasher can be more complicated
than putting in a little old-fashioned
elbow grease. For example, should you
use gel, powder, or tablet detergent?
The experts say tablets. Should plastic
spoons still be relegated to the top
rack? If you have an old machine with
a heat coil at the bottom, yes. Rinse
before washing? The jury's still out—
but Mom says you must.

Today's dishwashers boast not
only high-tech designs but a host of
innovative features that make dishes
cleaner. Water is warmed as it flows
through heaters and softened with
built-in salt depositories. Detergents
are evenly distributed throughout
the machine instead of clumping on
the bottom. Plate holders and cup

shelves fold out of the way, and entire
racks can be removed for washing
extratall pasta pots and cookie sheets.

New dishwashers are also being
made with noise levels and energy
efficiency as top priorities. The quiet-
est machines come in at only 40
decibels (dB); a human talking voice
is about 60 dB. The best-performing
models use fewer than 200 kilowatt
hours (kWh) each year and less than
two gallons of water per load. To
qualify for Energy Star certification,
dishwashers must perform 25 percent
better than National Appliance Energy
Conservation Act (NAECA) energy-
efficiency standards—though with
nearly 750 qualified machines on the
market, the percent-better figure
helps differentiate the barely better
from the greatly green appliances.

So set those greasy pans aside as we
review five standard-size machines
that will have your household arguing
about who gets to be on dish duty.

Today’s dishwashers
are quieter and more
energy- and water-
efficient than ever—
giving you a little peace
and quiet as well as
peace of mind.The

only thing they don’t
do is unload the dishes
themselves.
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G 2832 SCi by Miele

Stainless steel interior with stainless
steel or custom front panel option /
41 dB / 298 kWh per year / Averages
5 gallons water per load / 67% better
than NAECA energy-efficiency stan-
dards / $2,249 / miele.com

Expert Opinion: | like this because
it has a simple construction without
any superfluous bells or whistles; itis
easy to navigate. The rods that hold
the plates are thicker and spaced far-
ther apart than some machines but
they allow more flexibility in how you
arrange the dishes. | love the top tray
for laying silverware down flat. | don't
like when | have to put the forks and

knives in sharp ends up (though they
clean better that way), because |
always worry about my clients reaching
in later and hurting themselves.
What We Think: Its energy and
water use are higher than most of
the washers we tested, but this Miele
features 11 wash programs so you can
select the appropriate setting whether
you just had appetizers with friends
(reducing water usage to 1.2 gallons
per load) or Thanksgiving dinner with
the whole family. This is one of the
few new machines where the control
panel is still located on the front of
the door rather than on its top edge,
but with Miele, function trumps form.

Story by Miyoko Ohtake
Portrait by Aya Brackett
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A Note on Our Expert:

Ginny Evans'’s childhood chore was

to empty the dishwasher. These

days, once she's loaded one up, her
job—at least professionally—is done.
Evans graduated from the Natural
Gourmet Institute for Health and Culi-
nary Arts in New York City in early
2006 and opened a personal cooking
and catering business in San Francisco
later that year. Cooking in clients’
homes, Evans has loaded her fair share
and variety of dishwashers. "By the
time you're loading the dishes, you've
already shopped for the ingredients
and prepped, cooked, and served the
meal,” she says. “You're at your least
forgiving when you're at the dishwash-
er” Her washer must-haves: a simple,
uncluttered design; a top tray for cut-
lery; and an audible click when you
close the door.
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DF261-760 by Gaggenau
Stainless steel interior with stainless
steel or custom front panel option /
41 dB / 180 kWh per year / Averages
2.6 gallons water per load / 159%
better than NAECA energy-efficiency
standards / $3,049 / gaggenau.com
Expert Opinion: This is very sleek,
but it's also a very quiet piece, not too
showy. It's beautifully put together;
everything moves and rolls really eas-
ily. | like the angled third rack with the
space for small bowls and silverware,
in addition to the removable silverware
SHX68E15UC by Bosch
Stainless steel interior with stainless
steel or custom front panel option /
40 dB / 180 kWh per year / Averages
2 gallons water per load / 159% better
than NAECA energy-efficiency stan-
dards / $2,099 / boschappliances.com
Expert Opinion: I'd absolutely
choose this one: It's the quietest, uses
very little energy and water, and has
the angled top tray. | like that you can
adjust the height of the middle rack
or take it out completely; | can't stand
when regular dinner plates don't fit

DWHD64E by Thermador
Stainless steel interior with stainless
steel or custom front panel option /
45 dB / 290 kWh per year / 3.6-6.8 gal-
lons water per load / 61% better than
NAECA energy-efficiency standards /
$1,399 / thermador.com

Expert Opinion: This washer
doesn't have the top tray for cutlery,
and the movable parts seem fragile.
| think some people would prefer the
raised buttons on the Thermador to
the less tactile controls of some of the
other machines—the same people

DD24DCTX6 by Fisher & Paykel
Carbon polymer interiors with stainless
steel or custom front panel option /
41 dB (53 dB when both drawers
are running)/ 314 kWh per year /
Averages 1.95 gallons water per load
per drawer / 57% better than NAECA
energy-efficiency standards / $1,199 /
fisherpaykel.com

Expert Opinion: | like the idea of
this dishwasher and want it to be the
best, but it's not. Doing one drawer
at a time or two different cycles simul-
taneously is a great idea, but the tubs

basket. You can easily adjust the cup
shelves for taller or shorter glasses,
which is nice. The negative is the cost.

What We Think: Gaggenau, Bosch,
and Thermador are all owned by BSH.
Each brand’s dishwashers are equip-
ped with the same technology—triple
filtration systems, flow-through water
heaters, self-adjusting water sensors—
but differ in design details and price
tags. The Gaggenau's glyphic control
panel requires a manual to under-
stand, so asking a helpful dinner guest
to start a load is out of the question.
on the bottom rack and this solves
that problem. I'd lose the blue plastic
on the racks, though.

What We Think: The adjustable
middle rack is a feature that spans
the three BSH brands but the ease
with which it, and all other adjustable
parts, can be moved declines from
the Gaggenau to Bosch to Thermador
models. The Bosch is the quietest
washer currently on the market and
is the most energy- and water-efficient
in our roundup, meaning the most
savings on your utility bills.

who prefer the Blackberry to the
iPhone—but | don't like them.

What We Think: Like most dish-
washers today, the Thermador can be
fully integrated into an existing kitchen
design by adding custom panels,
but unlike many models, its stainless
steel option includes a choice between
two handles, which is rare. While it
performs well as a midrange dishwash-
er and is Energy Star-certified, it's only
in the middle of the pack for energy
and water efficiency and is one of the
loudest machines in our roundup.

get really gross inside if you don't reg-
ularly wash them, and suppliers report
frequent needs to repair the parts.
What We Think: Dish drawers are
a fantastic concept but the technology
doesn't yet match the innovation. New
models, like this one, hold plates up
to 13 inches wide and have removable
silverware baskets to allow for large
pots and pans, but because the inte-
riors are plastic, the maximum water
temperature is lower than standard
machines with stainless steel interiors,
therefore it lacks a sanitize setting. lil
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OUTSIDE

The Birds and
The Beavers

At many construction sites, it's weather
that causes the biggest delays. In
Portland, Connecticut, where a group
of Wesleyan University students were
tasked with erecting an observation
platform in a fallow cranberry bog, the
antagonist was a most prodigious
design-build outfit: a colony of beavers.
In January 2008, the Mattabeseck
Audubon Society commissioned
professor Elijah Huge's architecture
studio class to design and build
an observatory at its Helen Carlson
Wildlife Sanctuary. The goal was to
accommodate everyday birders as
well as the society's elementary school
outreach programs. Most importantly,
though, the platform needed to pro-
tect the ecological integrity of the
sanctuary, including the competing
contractors across the pond—the
beavers—who did everything in their
power to keep the water level high,
creating a bedraggled building site.
To tackle the project, Huge split his
13 students into teams that were then

recombined and regrouped through-
out the semester. The teams traded
models and riffed on one ancther’s
work. The resulting design features

a lower deck connected to an upper
deck by a staircase that is hinged at
the top and has rollers at the bottom to
allow the structure to move seamlessly
with the fluctuating water levels.

The Mattabeseck Audubon Society
approved the design in mid-March
2008, and Huge and his students be-
gan a mad dash to complete as much
off-site construction as possible. A
crew at the sanctuary worked to lower
the water level enough to install
the foundation footings by breaking
up the beaver dam in the sluiceway—
a nearly Sisyphean effort, as the dam
would often be completely rebuilt
by the next day. Eventually the water
level was low enough for the team to
erect the six precast diamond-shaped
piers. The area had already been
neatly cleared by the beavers, but the
minimal base allowed the students to

save all but one tree. The other build-
ing components were floated out and
pieced together on-site.

The finished observatory is located
off one of the artificial berms formerly
used for cranberry cultivation, employ-
ing the landmass as a natural access
point from the periphery of the wet-
lands. The decks capitalize on views
at both the water and the canopy lines,
and the transparency of the resin grat-
ing underfoot allows sunlight to pass
through the structure, encouraging the
growth of flora and fauna below.

The observatory, which the students
dubbed SplitFrame, has since endured
its first New England winter and is
holding up well. If the number of fold-
ing chairs set up along the upper-level
deck is any indication, it is being put
to good use by birders and their ilk.
Itis a place to experience wildlife with-
out disrupting it. The birds go about
their daily habits unmolested, and the
beavers, too, are now happily minding
their own dam business. il

Story by Amber Bravo
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“The students were really ambitious,” Elijah
Huge says. "This class was just one step
beyond the intro studio, but they were really
dedicated to making this project happen.”

Dwell

Photos courtesy North Studio
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IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IF WE WERE PROMPTED TO DRAW A HOME,

WE KNEW EXACTLY WHATTO DO: MAKE A SQUARE WITH ATRIANGLE ON
TOP, THEN ADD A DOOR, THREE WINDOWS, AND A CHIMNEY (AND MAYBE
ATREE ON THE SIDE AND A SUN IN THE CORNER). TODAY, AS THE NOTION
OF HOW AND WHERE WE LIVE CHANGES, THE SAME EXERCISE MIGHT NOT
BE QUITE SO EASY. THERE IS NO SINGLE RECIPE FOR SUCCESSFUL LIVING,
SO JOIN US AS WE TRAVEL FROM COASTTO COAST IN SEARCH OF...
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Macallen Building
Architect: Office dA
Location: Boston, Massachusetts

Driving north on Dorchester Avenue,
one glimpses the curious hillock of

a building that rises high toward the
west-lying Boston skyline and shrugs,
deferentially, toward South Boston

to the east.The traditionally working-
class Irish neighborhood has steadily
gentrified over the last decade, but
despite this, the Macallen Building
evokes something of the grassy
headlands of the old world while still
setting a standard for future develop-
ment in Boston as the city's first LEED
Gold-certified residential structure,

Office dA's architects worked with
structural engineers and contractors
early in the design process to maxi-
mize the building's potential given
its unique location and parameters.
The resulting 140-unit condominium
complex is made up of studio, one-
bedroom, and two-bedroom units,
cleverly organized on a staggered truss
system, which allows for high ceilings
and “columnless” floor space.This also
makes for a more varied layout from
unit to unit and floor to floor. In order
to make this system cost-effective, the
team employed what Office dA princi-
pals Nader Tehrani and Monica Ponce
de Leon term the “shish kebab” effect,
which essentially entails stacking all
the plumbing and mechanical along
one vertical column, with the units
staggered off of that central core.

An energy recovery system cycles
fresh air into the residential units (20
of which are low-income, exceeding
the city’s required 10 percent) as well
as the four commercial units in the
front of the building and four artist’s
lofts above the storefronts. Landworks
Studio, frequent Office dA collabora
tors, designed all the landscape ele-
ments of the building, including the
hardscape concrete pavers that visually
link the Macallen Building with the
building next door. Owned by the
same developer, the buildings share
a gym, lap pool, and four-story parking
garage.The Macallen houses the latter,
which boasts an impressive garden
terrace, whose six-foot grassy mounds
can accommodate shade trees.The
wood hardscaping cuts diagonally
across the green space, culminating
in a large circular drum sheathed
in wood slatting that houses all of the
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building’s mechanical and electric
components.This allows for a hood-
less roofscape planted in varietals of
sedum.All of the greenscaping is
irrigated by the building's extensive
rainwater management system, which
collects all the runoff in a series of
below-grade cisterns.

In many ways, the Macallen Build-
ing achieved its Gold rating through
a series of intuitive, low-tech methods
of building sustainably, starting
foremost with its close proximity

to Boston's commuter rail. As Tehrani
attests, there is nothing technologi-
cally superlative about the Macallen
Building’s sustainable elements.

“It is the lowest common denomina-
tor to which architects should aspire
today,” he explains. “At a techno-
logical level, this is really a meat-and-
potatoes building.” Maybe so, but for
the residents of South Boston, meat
and potatoes have always served

as nourishment.

—Amber Bravo

October 2009 71




DWELLINGS

Habitat at RiversEdge
Architect: Hays + Ewing Design Studio
Location: Charlottesville, Virginia

Proving that modern architecture
can have a conscience as clean as its
design, nearly everything for the two

Habitat at RiversEdge houses—f{rom
materials to labor—was donated:
Plans were tweaked to accommodate
contributions of building materials,
and construction was modified

to be volunteer-friendly. Working
directly with Habitat for Humanity
and the Rivanna Collaborative in
Charlottesville, Virginia, Hays + Ewing
Design Studio created the modern,
sustainable living spaces on a ten-unit
urban infill lot, unifying courtyards
and optimizing shared outdoor spaces
to “get away from that structure of
suburban ‘plop plop plop’ develop-
ments,” says principal Allison Ewing.

~Jordan Kushins
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The Envelope
Architect: Buchanan Architecture
Location: Dallas, Texas

Fifteen years ago, the Oak Lawn
neighborhood of Dallas, Texas, was
filled with dilapidated, derelict houses.
Then the city introduced zoning laws
aimed to oust squatters and foster
community by requiring all new con-
struction to be multiresidential.

< o
T

The new codes, which require spe-
cific height and setbacks; set balcony
and awning depths; and two parking
spaces per unit,shaped the design
of the Envelope, a three-unit condo-
minium designed by local architect
Russell Buchanan. “The zoning
restrictions created this invisible
envelope around the site,” he says.
“We were pushing at it, kissing
its inner edge, to fit this building in.”

Though each 1,700-square-foot unit
has its own fenced-in garden outside
its front door, the driveway area in
the back, under the cantilevered second
floor, has offered the biggest appeal.
Whether to watch a rainstorm or cook
up a Sunday barbecue, the private
drive has become the condos’ commu-
nal hot spot, and the development has
helped bring the lush life to Oak Lawn.
~Miyoko Ohtake

Dwell

Photos by Philip Beaurline (Habitat),
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Chicon
Architect: Studio 512
Location: Austin, Texas

Of all the American cities that sing
their own praises about quality of
life, affordability, and climate, Austin,
Texas, may be the only one for which
the three-part pitch strikes a resonant
frequency. While the cost of living can
hardly be capped in such a desirable
city, members of the community are
committed to keeping neighborhoods
intact, keeping development at bay,
and of course, “keeping Austin weird.”

Architect Nicole Blair, an Austin
native, is among this faction of loyal
locals. The first commision for Blair’s
young firm, Studio 512, was a com-
mission to build a duplex in the east
Austin neighborhood of Blackshear.
Blair set out to design a modern build-
ing that would fit in with the existing
homes while also reflecting the bur-
geoning arts scene.

The Chicon duplex is appropriately
vibrant, clad in Hardie-board siding
painted three shades of yellow.
Asymmetrical horizontal windows
add further artistry to the design and

allow plenty of daylight inside. In
order to keep the scale of the duplex
proportional with neighboring houses,
Blair oriented one unit behind the
other for a slim streetside profile.

Perhaps the most significant
planning parameter was the budget:
$250,000 for the entire project, encom-
passing both two-bedroom units—
one 1,450 square feet and the other
1,550 square feet—and a 250-square-
foot shared porch. In order to meet
this requirement, Blair used shed roofs
and simple structural forms to reduce
construction costs and materials.

She also considered affordability for
future tenants with low-maintenance,
hard-wearing surfaces and plenty

of built-ins to save on the cost of fur-
nishing the units.

The building hosts a diverse collec-
tion of tenants, from groups of twenty-
somethings to older couples. As a
composition that aims to balance the
original tenor of the neighborhood
with new voices from the Austin arts
scene, the Chicon duplex has found
an easy harmony.

—Sarah Rich
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Tempe Urban Living
Architect: Baldinger Studio
Location: Tempe, Arizona

Located fewer than ten miles from
downtown Phoenix in the city

of Tempe, Arizona, the Tempe Urban
Living condominium by Baldinger
Studio is a private retreat in the
middle of an urban center.Though
the 15 units, which range from 1,100

to 2,750 square feet, boast two stories
of spacious, minimal design, the real
draw is the connection to the greater
community. “People like living close
to where they work and play,” archi-
tect Ilan Baldinger says. “But land and
resources are scarce, so the future
is in building more densely.”

The condos are a walk away from
the restaurants and businesses that
line Mill Avenue (Tempe's main drag),

the performing arts center, a public
swimming pool and community
center, and the light rail, which

takes passengers through downtown
Tempe and Arizona State University
to downtown Phoenix.And at the end
of a busy day, the Tempe Urban Living
residents can quietly take in the
bustling action of the city from their
individual rooftop terraces.

—Miyoko Ohtake

————— e
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Park Modern
Architect: Build LLC
Location: Seattle, Washington

Park Modern has emerged in Seattle’s
University District as a contemporary
microcosm of city living. Kevin Eckert,
principal at architecture firm Build
LLC (and Park Modern resident),
designed the place with community
in mind. Twelve residential units—
ranging from 800 to 1,900 square feet—
run front-to-back like individual row
houses, with large, semiprivate shared
terraces in the rear and the Herkimer
Coffee shop on the ground floor pro-
viding ideal places for spending time
with the neighbors. Build LLC’s offices
and Ten Pachi salon fill out the two
additional commercial lots on the
property. With most amenities within
walking distance, Park Modern makes
an attractive locale for a commute-
free lifestyle.

—Jordan Kushins

Dwell
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Formosa 1140
Architect: Lorcan O'Herlihy Architects
Location: Los Angeles, California

It takes a special brand of crazy to
design and develop multiunit specula-
tive housing for pseudosuburban Los
Angeles—one proudly possessed by
the paradigm-shifting duo of architect
Lorcan O'Herlihy and Richard Loring,
director of the Habitat Group Los
Angeles. With two sold-out successes
under their belts (including Habitat
825, the new lime-green landmark
next door to the iconic Schindler
House), the team recently completed
a third project, furthering their mis-
sion to get Angelenos to think a little
more densely. The four-story, 11-unit
Formosa 1140, dressed in bright
reds sampled from nearby Formosa
Cafe, engages both its residents and
West Hollywood neighbors: Almost
a third of the 4,600-square-foot lot
is a Katherine Spitz-designed space
that’s leased back to the city as
a public park—a truly bold move for
a place where the status quo dictates
that neighborly relations, if any, be
conducted in a rectangular courtyard
pool at the center of a stucco box. “We
wanted to do something that's socially
relevant and still be provocative,” says
O’Herlihy. “I think you can do both.”
O’Herlihy brought the same energy
to Formosa 1140's 11 lofts, which
average about 1,500 square feet each
for a two-bedroom. Each airy, double-
height unit fronts the park, but
O'Herlihy carves away at the conven-
tional cube with surprisingly placed
windows and decks that punch into

ARMIIRUERTRNNEN

the units, showering the rooms with
light. The push-and-pull is echoed by
a skin of steel with panels arranged
in a peekaboo pattern that plays with
the concept of privacy. This corrugated

S

exoskeleton around the dark-stained
cedar of the exterior acts as not only
a decorative sun shade but a place to
tuck the staircases and walkways that
allow residents to circulate in move-
ments carefully choreographed to
optimize interaction. “Our buildings
tend to be more social than most,”

says Loring, noting that the radical
architecture itself acts as a lightning
rod, attracting a particular type of
progressive buyer. “The design gives
the residents a common ground,” he

says.“It’s a little like a dorm.”
—Alissa Walkex

Photo by 1awrence Anderson
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Stoxy by Miyoko oOhtake
Photos by Jack Thompson

Project: Freeman-Feldmann House
Designer: Christopher Robertson,
Robertson Design

Location: Houston, Texas
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SHIPPING CONTAINERS ARE
UBIQUITOUS IN HOUSTON, THOUGH
. UNLIKE THE FOUR THAT MAKE UP
THIS NEW HOME, THEY'RE USUALLY

FILLED WITH FOREIGN GOODS
RATHER THAN FLOURISHING LIVES.
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compost bin outside.
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Downtown Houston, Texas, feels like a ghost town.
Buildings with tinted windows loom heavily and cast
dark shadows on the abandoned sidewalks. Residents
rarely spend time here, and when they do, you would
hardly know it: 6.3 miles of tunnels connect more
than 80 city buildings, pushing pedestrians under-
ground and away from the heat, the humidity,and
the possibility of a dynamic urban lifestyle.

Though the city lacks visible signs of human
interaction, Houston is industrially and economi-
cally one of the busiest places in America. Its refin-
eries produce up to 1.5 million barrels of oil each day,
and its port handles the most foreign cargo—and
second-most total tonnage—in the United States.
Each year, more than 225 million tons of cargo pass
through the 25-mile-long port, including 1.6 million
shipping containers—or 1.6 million potential build-
ing blocks, in the eyes of Houston developers Katie
Nichols and John Walker.

Nichols and Wwalker met in 2004 at Burning Man,
a weeklong art bacchanalia in the Nevada desert,
and forged a friendship over like-minded design
dreams: “We both wanted to create affordable,
design-intensive housing for creative, urban people,”
Nichols says.In 2006, they founded Numen Devel-
opment to do just that with affordable, easily
acquired, incredibly durable shipping containers.

Though containers are part of Houston's vernacu-
lar, Nichols and Walker knew the idea of living in
one was not. Thus, their first order of business was
to build a prototype home. In a transitional neigh-
borhood two miles north of downtown Houston,
they found a pair of available lots, empty save an
abandoned speedboat rusting on the lawn.The prop-
erties were across the street from a meat distributor,
which could have meant an uphill battle for win-
ning over potential residents, but the location also
provided access to Houston Heights, a hip part of
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“THE CHALLENGE WAS TO BUILD A
LEGITIMATELY SELLABLE CONTAINER
HOUSE BY MAKING IT FEEL LIKE
ATYPICAL HOME."

Dwell

town where neighbors chat over espresso at coffee
shops and hang out with their kids in nearby parks.
Nichols and Walker signed the property deed and
enlisted Christopher Robertson as the designer.
Robertson’s previous work included art galleries,
darkrooms, and private homes, but never anything
with containers. “I've always liked them for their
texture and durability,” Robertson says. “The chal-
lenge was to build a legitimately sellable container
house by making it feel like a typical home.”
Despite its unconventional elements, Robertson
was able to create a traditional rectangular plan.
Outside, the corrugated steel of three containers—
two 40-foot-long modules and one 20-foot-long
unit—form the northern, southern, and western
facades, with a glass wall to the east completing the
perimeter of the 1,538-square-foot home. Inside,
the containers act as “really wide walls” into which
Robertson inserted the private and utility areas.The
master suite fills the southern container; the second
bedroom and bathroom, plus an opening for the
office and playroom, take up the northern one; and
the kitchen and laundry rooms inhabit the 20-foot
unit parallel to the street. In the middle, the dining
room flows into the living, office, and play spaces
then out the glass doors to the 400-square-foot deck
that connects the home to a 40-foot-long container
that houses the guest quarters and storage shed.
With the plans completed and the building per-
mit in hand, Nichols and Walker were ready to lay
the foundation of the home and cement their status
as a container construction company when, two
weeks before they were scheduled to break ground,
their investor pulled out. Desperate, Nichols emailed
everyone she knew looking for a new financial
backer. She received a reply asking for details not
only about investing but also about moving in.
The bailout message came from the “F-man(n)s"—
Kevin Freeman and Jen Feldmann, whom Nichols I+
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befriended in 2003. Freeman and Feldmann had

met at Indiana University, when he was studying to
become a dentist; she, a doctor. The dental and medi-
cal schools shared an anatomy lab, and Freeman
and Feldmann shared a tendency for running late—
which left them working at adjacent tables. “We fell
in love over cadavers,” Freeman jokes.

The couple moved to Houston in 1997 for
Feldmann'’s residency,and, like so many of the city’s
residents, their intended temporary status soon
became permanent. “Houston’s not full of obvious
natural beauty,” Freeman says, “but it has a lot of
hidden charms,” like the close-knit art and music
communities. When Nichols’s email arrived in
Feldmann'’s inbox, the couple and their then-one-
year-old son, Eli, were living in a neighborhood too
far away from friends and venues to meet up for a
last-minute dinner or catch a show. “Where we were
living, there was nothing to do that was within walk-
ing or biking distance,” Freeman says. “You couldn’t
even bike to breakfast!” Feldmann exclaims.

Nichols’s plea for help led the couple to the solu-
tion they were looking for. Freeman and Feldmann
took out a construction loan in the fall of 2007 and
were moved in by April 2008. Although they traded
a house with seven closets and a two-car garage
for one with just two closets and no garage, they
were happy to finance their friends’ dream and have
access to a vibrant neighborhood.

Now Freeman and Feldmann walk to the dough-
nut and snow-cone shops down the street and rave
about the breakfast-burrito joint around the corner.
They ride their bikes, which total nine (including
“WE FURNISHED THE HOUSE, AND a tandem), to meet friends and take Eli and their two

dogs, Arnold and Ruti, to play at the numerous

I TH 0 U G HT: 'O H ] N O I 0 U R F R I DG E parks that dot the area.The meat distributor begins
ISN'T MAGNETIC. THEN | REALIZED loading trucks as early as 5:30 a.m., but the couple

imagines themselves as hipsters living in New York

THE WHO LEH OUSE IS MAG NETI C." City’s meatpacking district,and that makes it okay.
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Deck

Guest Room
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B Kitchen
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The deck between the
main house and guest
guarters catches a cool
breeze-a big bonus
during Houston's “super-
summexrs”—and is often
filled with friends
enjoying microbrews.
Alongside the redwood
shade screen (opposite),
which keeps the house
from overheating,
Freeman and Feldmann
grow vegetables in

an 18-inch-wide garden
but frequently bike

to nearby eateries

for the local Mexican
cuisine. €

Though people sometimes stop to look at the
house, the clever use of containers often goes unno-
ticed. Feldmann, however, loves pushing aside the
landscaping to reveal the integrity of the struc-
tures. She also takes full advantage of their metallic
qualities: “When we were furnishing the house, I
thought, ‘Oh, no! Our fridge isn’t magnetic for Eli’s
artwork,’ but then I realized the whole house is
magnetic,” Feldmann says. “We've become magnet
connoisseurs,” Freeman adds. Perhaps the greatest
reminders of the home’s origins are the messages
written throughout the house in magnetic letters.

The couple has thought about one day adding
on a container for when Eli gets older or they have
another child. But what they really have their hearts
set on is acquiring the land across the street—
which the meat distributor has hinted at putting
on the market—and building condominiums and
an attached restaurant, all made from containers.

Even if neither of those dreams comes to fruition,
there will be more containers on the block: Nichols
and Walker are both building their own homes
on the lot adjacent to Freeman and Feldmann’s.
Nichols’s is a single raised 45-foot container,and
Walker’s is an integrated three-container design
much like the couple’s.

The future of container construction, however,
is still unclear. These architectural building blocks
are readily available and relatively inexpensive:
Containers can be purchased for anywhere from
$2,000 for a weathered model to $5,500 for a lightly
used one. But in Houston, as elsewhere, the biggest
challenge lies in the building codes, which help
maintain the status quo by resisting radical change.
As more designers push container architecture from
fad to legitimate building system, it’s possible that
one day they will be seen not only as units for ship-
ping but also as containers for living.
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WITH NEARLY HALF A CENTURY

OF ARCHITECTURAL EXPERIENCE,
PETER COHEN DESIGNED THIS
INGENIOUS SPINE-AND-MODULE
HOME FOR HIM AND HIS WIFE
SALLY IN THE COASTAL FORESTS
JUST OUTSIDE ELLSWORTH, MAINE.

Peter Cohen is 84 years old, lives in the sticks—
a couple of miles outside Ellsworth, Maine—and
likes to write letters. Don't get me wrong: This
self-described ancien is no Luddite. He's a friend of
email and progressive politics, and his green Prius
sports an “Octogenarians for Obama” sticker. But
the métier in which I've found him to be at his
best (discounting architecture, where he’s designed
a handful of smart, inexpensive, and structur-
ally innovative houses over the last half century)
involves letterhead, a return-address stamp, and that
increasingly rare commodity, a typewriter ribbon.

His classy, bespoke envelopes, with “Peter M.
Cohen & Associates, Architect” running vertically
down the left-hand side; the typewritten perfection
of his missives; and his geometric, all-caps hand-
writing all plainly say, “This man is an architect of
the old school.” One who studied with Josep Lluis
Sert at Harvard in the 1950s, who helped Louis Kahn
choose the furniture for Kahn’s First Unitarian
Church in Rochester, New York, and who is, by his
lights anyway, “the only living American architect
to shake Le Corbusier’s hand. Twice.” But beyond the
graphics, textured paper, and architect’s letterhead
you'll find a man who wants to communicate.

Cohen has written me somewhat regularly
since I visited his home last summer, usually with
an additional detail about his house or a list of
materials he used but just as often to inquire after
my well-being and to comment on the state of
local and national affairs.

If every architect could communicate with
half the wit, warmth, and clarity typical of a Cohen
dispatch, there'd be little room for the Derridean
deconstructivists and half-baked Tschumiites who
lard the halls of more than a few American design

. ; schools. A letter from last month opens like this:

Project: Maison Amtrak

Story by Aaron Britt Axchitect: Peter M. Cohen & Associates “Dear Aaron, Despite our nation Shuddenng
Photos by Mark Mahaney Location: Ellsworth, Maine at the word ‘derivatives’ I have found among the I»
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Main Level Lower Level
dozen houses I have designed that five are indeed Maison Amtrak
derivatives of a spine-and-module system started Floor Plans
48 years ago.N

¥ 80 UI'IIE:JtO the best of nay knowledge, A Living Area H 0ffice/Guest Room
have proven toxic. B Dining Area I Workshop

The same goes for the home that he shares € Kitchen 3 Lower Gallery
with his wife, Sally; their Abyssinian, Rosie; and D Garage K Mechanical
their golden retriever, Daisy. The Cohens moved to i EE:Y b Biiien
Maine in 1985 after Peter retired from teaching 4 St

architecture at Cornell University, first taking up
residence in the filled-out bones of an antebellum
barn brought along from Ithaca.Their new house, -
the wryly dubbed Maison Amtrak—“it has a marked
resemblance to the usual newspaper photos of a
typical derailment,” he quips—sits just up a wooded
slope from the Union River. It’s the latest in a series
of the five houses that make use of Cohen’s own
spine-and-module design system. With a central
corridor comprising the kitchen, service areas,
hallway, main entrance, and mechanical compo-
nents, Cohen is free to clip modules such as
bedrooms, offices, living rooms, or decks onto the
frame. He has attached them strategically to take
advantage of surrounding views and topography.
Originally implemented on a house he designed

in 1961, the system is still a pliant and viable
strategy for homes of all sizes. Cohen says that the
plan “works well with irregular, sloping sites with
views and woods, rather than the typical rectangular
plot of a quarter acre or less.”

Little surprise, then, that a low, rectangular
window best glimpsed while lying in Cohen’s own
bed (he encouraged me to test it out) should have
one of the best views in the house, straight through
the pines to the river below. Sally’s bedroom, the
same size as Cohen’s at 16 by 16 feet, is just across
the hall, a concession not to a deteriorating
marriage but to Cohen’s confession to being “an
active sleeper.” The final two modules of the top
floor consist of the garage and dining and living i~
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In addition to writing
many letters, Cohen
also does a fair bit

of sketching by hand.
The plans for the house
(opposite top) are
products of his love

to draw. His bedroom
(opposite below) is
clipped onto one end of
the house, just across
from Sally’s bedroom.

A door to the left of
the bed leads into his
spacious bathroom,

where he cleans up after
long, muddy hikes in
the woods with his
golden retrievexr, Daisy.

Classic mid-century
furniture like the Eames
lounge chair in Cohen’s
bedroom (below) pop-
ulate the home, a nod
to his long life in
architecture. Viewed
from a good distance
down the slope running
to the Union River, the
Maison Amtrak (above)

is clearly oriented
toward the river. The
deck is sheltered from
the neighbors’' view

by Cohen's bedroom to
the right and the living
room at left.
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room, which measures 16 by 28 feet. The former

is home to the aforementioned Prius and the latter
to an arresting view of the Union and a lifetime’s
accumulation of design know-how.

Avisiting architect might marvel at the huge
window looking out into the trees and the cleverly
placed air duct that keeps it from fogging up in sub-
zero winters; then at the operable window placed
unobtrusively in the sidewall to allow the ventilation
that the fixed-casement glass doesn’t; and finally
at the custom bookshelf, aged to a rich brown and
meant to house a proper design library and conceal
“the maw of a television.” But chez Cohen, subtlety
trumps wild flourish, which means that those weary
from an hour’s tour, like my wife, will likely miss
the home’s deft details as they head straight for the
sun-drenched Eero Saarinen-designed Womb chair
Cohen has prized for decades. “It was through Sert
that we got that chair. I was just about to graduate
from the Graduate School of Design, and [Walter]
Gropius had just left, so Sert, then the dean, got all
his students the architects’ rate,” he says.Then, the
bargain still not lost, he adds, “Forty percent off!”

As we sit in the living room, Cohen describes how
his house,a dream in the summer, is just as efficient
in the winter: “Snow, after a sunny winter day, will

slide off avalanche style from the pitched roofs,and
rain is heard as a pleasant, soft patter.” Structural
insulated panels (SIPs) that make up the walls and
roof keep the Cohens warm, the house green, and
the costs of both construction and heating down.
SIPs also offer the stability and strength to cope with
the average Maine snowfall. Just as I was longing
for winter so I could curl up with a book, snugly
ensconced in the house during a nor’easter, Cohen
and I stepped out onto his deck, the most sensible
place to pass a summer in Maine.

Made of pressure-treated Douglas fir two-by-
fours turned on their ends and spaced with plywood
blocks, the deck separates the dining room and liv-
ing room module from the master bedroom module
and is simply grand when the weather’s fine. “The
boards have grayed out, and rain or spilled drinks
fall through the slats to the ground below,” Cohen
says, adding, “Spike heels are unseen in Maine.”

To prevent a perilous drop off the edge of the deck,
geraniums planted in steel cylinders cut lengthwise
and mounted on wooden supports create a blazing
barrier without obstructing the view down to the
river. Though much of Maison Amtrak’s appeal is in
its clever engineering, Cohen’s aesthetic sense is
equally developed, and it was on those grounds i~
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that he was loath to add a railing to the deck. He
made the case for his planters to a building inspec-
tor, who conceded that stringing up a tennis net

in addition to the geraniums would suffice.

Downstairs, Cohen'’s office, much of it below
grade, is kitted out with the ephemera of his
other passion: piloting small planes.The room gets
wonderful light through a bank of river-facing
windows, as does Sally’s office down the hall, which
doubles as a guest room.The exposed concrete
walls keep things cool in the summer and warm
in the winter, though a botched job on the initial
pour led Cohen to clad the walls in Homasote—a
structural fiberboard produced in New Jersey—and
cover them with an impressive collection of post-
ers. Cohen credits a trio of local craftsmen, George
Daley, Crosby Noyes, and Peter Whittlesey, with
correcting some initial mistakes in the construc-
tion and bringing Maison Amtrak up to par.

It’s impressive that a then-seventy-something
architect, who might otherwise have retired to
the warmer climes of, say, Florida, brought off the
place at all, but to do the whole project for $300,000
including the riverfront land is something of a
coup. Resale value wasn’t on Cohen’s mind—"This
is a house for the last part of our lives,” he says—
but making the most of what he had to work with
was. Along with the SIPs, the use of local wood,
local builders, and a host of off-the-shelf options
like storage cabinet kits from Home Depot account
for a savings in both energy and materials. Cohen
sought “a house built of good-quality materials
without faux details and ornate fittings.”

Living pretty close to the middle of nowhere also
helped keep costs in check, though one of Cohen’s
smartest moves was making use of the spine-and-
module system. By putting all the mechanical
elements in a central core, as opposed to noodling

throughout the house, he managed to save space,
money, and energy and organize the home to best
suit its tricky site.The system also calls to mind the
work of Cohen’s mid-century idols like Buckminster
Fuller and Kisho Kurokawa, who aimed fora
malleable, vibrant, surprising architecture based
on modules attached to a central core.

It’s the rugged Maine landscape that Cohen trea-
sures most, though, and he has designed his home
to best engage it. Beyond simply capturing the views
and making the most of the pines, Cohen'’s design
is also essentially interested in the needs of people
living in the landscape. One of his letters describes
the five-by-five-foot shower that he has come to
relish “after showering for 15 years in a space that
approximated a London telephone stall.” He often
shares the larger space with Daisy after their “mud-
splattered hikes” in the woods.

Though his notes now allude to the challenges
of “acting my age,” he and Sally carry on, finding
no small joy in their home, their surroundings, and
their new president.The letters will continue, I hope,
perhaps turning from his house to other aspects of
his life and career. I hope he’ll write to tell me more
about his experience working with Kahn, his time
building a hospital in Kabul in the 1970s, or his days
flying around the Northeast. Architecture and his
life as an architect are rarely far from Cohen’s mind,
though. One of his most recent letters ends on an
introspective, optimistic note, an apt sign-off from
perhaps the state of Maine’s only remaining mid-
century modernist.

“I wonder why I persevered and built
another spine-and-module residence for myself,”
he writes. “But we are most comfortable and
satisfied with the result after nine years.There
is minimal maintenance and we are managing
as independent anciens.” il
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You know you’re not in Kansas anymore when the
owners of a provocatively revamped horse stable

in Chicago stroll you around their quirky neighbor-
hood. Take that yellow house across the street—
legend has it that the owner’s father won it in

a card game.The rest of the block is a crazy quilt of
turn-of-the-century worker'’s cottages, bastardized
Italianate three-flats, and clumsily composed yuppie
townhouses known (not affectionately) as “Polish
contractor specials.”

Now this crazy quilt has a new patch: the Brick
Weave House, so named by its architect, Jeanne
Gang of Studio Gang Architects. Designed for adver-
tising executives David Hernandez and Tereasa
Surratt, the house is in gentrifying West Town,
about two miles northwest of the muscular skyline
of Chicago’s Loop. The house’s name comes from its
most distinctive feature, a tall, two-sided, techni-
cally adventurous brick screen that shelters a walled
garden and gives the owners the privacy they
crave while letting honeycomb patterns of natural

light pour inside. At night, the brick screen becomes

a dazzling light box.

98 October 2009

Tereasa Surratt (above)
and Jack, a friend's
German shepherd mix,
hang out in the kitchen,
where appliances are
hidden behind alumipum-
and- frosted-glass
wardrobes from Ikea.
David Hernmandez (below)
and Jack enjoy the
house’'s walled garden.
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At the edge of the
dining room, with its
eclectic collection

of fixtures and furnish-
ings, orange velvet
curtains playfully
frame an opening to the
skylit garage. It serves
as a kind of sculpture
gallery for motorcycles
and cars, including one
of Surratt’'s favorites,
a yellow 1968 Camaxo
Rally Spozrt.

Dwell

The house’s interior is, in its own way, equally
unconventional. There is no kitchen island, no flat-
screen TV, no basement, no attic. What really sets
the house apart, though, is the playful theatrical-
ity with which Gang spotlights Hernandez and
Surratt’s collection of cars and motorcycles. They’re
displayed like sculptures, on view from the dining
room through a curtain-framed opening that leads
directly into the garage. The detail is emblematic
of how Gang embraced her clients’ individuality,
making art out of idiosyncrasy.

In the 1880s the house was a wood-frame stable;
over the years it grew haphazardly, slowly encrust-
ing with brick additions, a lean-to structure, and
some god-awful postwar siding. “During construc-
tion, we found large mammal bones—we assumed
they were horses’, not humans’,” says Hernandez, 42,
managing director and executive creative director
of the Chicago office of Tribal DDB Worldwide. He
bought the property in 1999, attracted by its conve-
nient, close-in location; its extrawide lot (40 feet
as opposed to the 25-foot Chicago standard); and the
high-ceilinged stable space, a perfect spot to store

cars and “wrench on projects.” Yet the place was
so ugly that when Surratt drove Hernandez home
on one of their first dates, he had her drop him off
a block away so she wouldn’t see it.

Phase one of its transformation occurred in 2003
with a made-for-TV makeover by Nate Berkus, Oprah
Winfrey's interior designer, who redid the back
of the house as a sexy bachelor pad. Berkus punched
a big window in the back wall, splashed the floor
with orange paint, and threw in Barcelona chairs
and other hip furniture—enough, in other words,
to look good on TV. Yet Hernandez wanted more.

He pondered a restoration that would celebrate the
weathered barn doors and other historic details.
But excavation revealed that too much of the
original structure was gone to make authentic the
rehab he had sketched on tracing paper. “It was
too Disneyland,” he says. “It was a facade for some-
thing that was false.”

Instead, he and Surratt, 37, a creative director at
Ogilvy Chicago, opted for a complete remake. On
the recommendation of a friend, they hired Gang,
who had won plaudits for innovative civic designs
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and will soon complete an 82-story mixed-use
Chicago skyscraper, believed to be the tallest build-
ing designed by a woman. Her decision to redo the
stable—her first completed house—inverted the
usual order of architects working their way up from
houses to larger commissions. But she was attracted
by the prospect of collaborating with two visual
types who were passionate about design and prom-
ised not to get in her way. “Our carrot is that we’ll be
the best clients you ever have,” Surratt recalls telling
her.“Now here’s the $5 budget.” Actually, it was $140

a square foot, which comes out to about $450,000 for
what is now a 3,200-square-foot house.

Gang’s first big move subtracted an 800-square-
foot chunk of the house’s front, making room for the
brick screen and walled garden.The screen, which
consists of Norman brick with custom-made hard-
ware in the joints, is supported by steel columns and
beams that extend outward from the roof as well
as horizontal trusses embedded in mortar. It is the
latest in Gang's experiments with materials, making
what is usually heavy and solid seem light, almost
porous.Though the result may not convince those
who insist that a house’s windows and doors should
suggest a human face, it is not anti-urban.

“It's not a wall; people come and stare through,”
Gang says.The house is more social than it seems
on account of its street-facing garage, which lets
the couple visit with neighbors who park their cars
on the street or slide up their own garage doors and
tinker with their cars. Call it “gearhead urbanism.”

In the tradition of Frank Lloyd Wright, the route
to the front door is adventurous, forcing you to make
a couple of turns and pass through the walled gar-
den’s soaring space. Once inside, you quickly grasp
how Gang met and exceeded her clients’ brief:
flowing spaces suitable for big parties, integrated
storage that compensates for the absence of an attic
or basement, a small kitchen, and upstairs rooms
that can convert to bedrooms. i~

I il e I Brick Weave House Hernandez and Surratt
i 1] T o B —— ; Wk
[ | Floox Plans relax in the living
1 o :
1 — /B E | room (opposite), which
1 = ™ | A Bedroom is enlivened by the
1 H L R
1 B Bedroom/Study house’s internal topo-
1 L 1 C Family Room graphy. A short flight
1 .1|||| D Garden of steps divides the
E Dining Room interconnected areas
. = F Kitchen and offers a place
O O O O . : ‘
G Laundry/Mechanical to sit. Above is a loft
H Storage that can be converted
Second Floor I Living Room to a bedroom. In the
J Garage light-flooded living

room, Hernandez does

a little work on a 1976
Italian-made Harley-
Davidson SXT 125.

First Floor
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The mastex bathroom
(bottom left), with its
frosted glass walls

and chair (rescued from
the trash pile and
rehabbed), is large and
elegant enough to serve
as a gathering place for
parties. When open, the
garage (bottom right)
enables the owners to
work on their vehicles
while visiting with
neighbors who do the
same. In the master
bedroom (opposite), the
couple enjoy the ample
natural light that
filters through the
brick screen. @
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To accomplish all this, Gang reversed the previ-
ous floor plan, converting the high-ceilinged stable
to two floors of living space while placing the new
garage on the house’s flanks, where before there had
been living space.The key is that the vehicle storage
and the house are integrated, not separated. From
the sleekly furnished dining room, you peer straight
into the garage through an opening accented
by orange velvet curtains. You'll see a yellow 1968
Camaro Rally Sport or a mauve and black 1966
Dodge Monaco 500. “One of my first boyfriends had
this car—same color,” Gang says of the Dodge.The
concrete floor in the dining room has tire tracks
from Surratt’s Ducati Monster Dark 750 motorcycle,
which is occasionally invited in.

Gang lined the west side of the house’s first floor
with inexpensive Tkea aluminum-and-frosted-glass
wardrobes, even tucking a fridge and other kitchen
appliances behind them. The narrow, low-ceilinged
galley kitchen, which has no upper-level cabinets
(they would have been claustrophobic, the clients
say) sets up for a classic architectural game of “com-
press and release.” Pass through it and you enter
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a living room that extends the full width of the
house, with 20-foot ceilings and no big TV; a projec-
tor displays video on the wall instead. Wood stairs
cascade down from the second floor. Concrete steps
separate the living room from an adjoining library.
These details create a strong sense of internal topog-
raphy.There's more spatial excitement upstairs in
the master bedroom, where floor-to-ceiling glass
offers views out onto the walled garden. Despite its
tight lot the place feels expansive and serene.

Even as her clients gave her free aesthetic reign,
Gang gave them something in return: a house whose
architecture is at once assertive and responsive.

It accommodates all aspects of their lifestyle, from
their cars to their choices about deemphasizing
what is celebrated in other homes to their collec-
tions of furniture and other items purchased from
flea markets and yard sales. It works in part because
Surratt and Hernandez display all their things

so well, but also because Gang didn’t insist on total
visual control. This is a livable modernism, one that
accepts—and makes a virtue of—the quirks of its
clients rather than ruthlessly editing them out. il
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We make it E-Z to identify
Eichler from Ellwood from
Entenza as we work our way
A-Z through the must-know
terms of a modernist’s vocab.

Charles and Ray Eames

(1907-1978, 1912-1988)

These Cranbrook Academy of Art
grads turned mid-century-modernist
power couple are a case study in good
design. Charles and Ray's prolific
partnership took shape with the mold-
ed plywood chair in the 1940s, but the
duo also dabbled in film, exhibition
installations, toys, and even a miniature
train in Los Angeles’s Griffith Park.

Egg Chair

Arne Jacobsen created the Egg

chair in 1958 to furnish the lobby of
Copenhagen'’s new SAS Royal Hotel,
which he also designed. The swiveling
armchair's large headrest enveloped
its sitter, fostering intimacy in the pub-
lic space. Fifty years later, its organic
form enlivened another environment:
a concept McDonald's in London.

Joseph Eichler (1900-1974)
Developer Joseph Eichler sold dreams
of suburban happiness with each of
the 11,000 modern tract houses he
built between 1950 and1974. Designed
by prominent architects like A.Quincy
Jones, the homes featured glass walls,
atriums, and open floor plans. Today
he's a noun you can live in.

Yngve Ekstrom (1913-1988)

Not to be confused with metal guitar
god Yngwie Malmsteen, Yngve
Ekstrom is the cofounder of Swedese,
a furniture producer based in, of all
places, Sweden. The company hit its
stride with Ekstrém’s 1956 Lamino
chair, which became an icon of Nordic
design and provided the template

for decades of Ikea knockoffs. Ekstrom
served at Swedese for over 40 years
until his death in 1988.

Elevation

Of all architectural drawings, perspec-
tives may get the glory, but elevations
offer the invaluable information on
how a finished building should look.
These orthographic-projection render-
ings represent a three-dimensional
vertical feature, most often a facade,
in a scaled two-dimensional drawing
and are labeled according to the
direction the feature faces.

Olafur Eliasson (b. 1967)
Danish-Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson
is both a one-time break-dancing
champion and a solo exhibitioner in
some of the world's most renowned
galleries. His large-scale installation
The Weather Project, at London's Tate
Modern in 2003 and 2004, encouraged
visitors to take to the floor in a differ-
ent way—by lying down on cold, hard
concrete to gaze at an artificial sun
and never-ending sky.

Craig Ellwood (1922-1992)

In the 1940s, "Craig Ellwood" was
the person nearest the ringing phone
at the Craig Ellwood Incorporated
construction company. Cofounder
Jon Nelson Burke adopted the name
full-time in the 1950s, and by the end
of the '60s, "Ellwood” was synonymous
with post-World War Il California
modernism and three of the iconic
Case Study Houses.

Energy Star

More than just information on a bright
yellow sticker to be peeled off new
appliances, Energy Star ratings were
the Environmental Protection Agency's
1992 effort to better educate consum-
ers about energy consumption. The
rating system and certification program
now extends to vending machines

and even homes.

arte & archirecrure

John Entenza (1903-1984)

John Entenza was to modernism what
Anna Wintour is to fashion. Editor

of Arts & Architecture magazine from
1940 until 1962, he was the first to
publish and popularize the works of
now-legendary designers such as
Harry Bertoia, the Eameses, Craig
Ellwood, and George Nakashima.
He's best known for launching the
Case Study House program in 1945.

Ergonomic Design

Though its synonymous science,
human engineering, sounds better
suited to lab than home or office,
ergonomic design aims to align living
and working environments with hu-
man physiology to optimize efficiency
and minimize trips to the chiropractor.
Shame it won't help you sort out your
email inbox.

Luis Eslava (b. 1976)

Spanish designer Luis Eslava turns
everyday eyesores into eye-catching
items. He reinterprets their intended
uses to produce new creations that
range from a room-dividing curtain
with hooks for hanging clothes to a
pendant lamp made of strips of Velcro
to a USB memory stick joined to a
Virgin Mary statuette that proclaims:
“Oh Maria keep my data safe.” i

Compiled by Miyoko Ohtake and Jordan Kushins
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DESIGN FINDER

Th.g Norsk Face
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PUR NORSK
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When Lasse Altern Halvorsen and

Marianne Lien took a seven-month trip
around the world, it wasn’t what they
found on their travels that made the
biggest impact; it was what they'd left
behind. Noting that their Norwegian
homeland lacked a presence and
identity in markets abroad (although
a certain cruise line comes to mind),
Halvorsen, an architect, and Lien,
who has a background in advertising,
founded Pur Norsk in 2006. The
Oslo-based boutique and extensive
online shop is the world'’s first
concept store focusing exclusively on
Norwegian design. Dwell recently
spoke to Halvorsen about the venture.

What's best about your job?
We've been able to start a company
with a concept we believe in as well
as design some of our own products.
We're happy to have the opportunity

to chat with our clients and explain
the history behind the pieces.

What are your criteria for selecting
an item to sell?
It has to be something that Marianne
and | both like. We're also looking for
products that fit together well,

How do you define "good design”?
Being an architect, it might sound like
a cliché, but | believe in the balance
between form, material, and function.
Good design has the ability to survive
over time.

Is there an object that changed
how you think about design?
The Prada store in Tokyo really blew
my mind. It was designed by the
Swiss firm Herzog + de Meuron, who
also made the "Bird’s Nest” at the
Beijing Olympics.

Why is Oslo a good place for

a design shop?
Oslo is undergoing a transformation,
with a new generation of designers
and artists who are growing up
and want to do something different
than what has been done before.
People abroad are finding it a bit
more exotic, too.

Is your home like your shop?
Since we started Pur Norsk, we've
been much more focused on new,
local things. But our home has
a nice mix, with the stuff I've inher-
ited from my parents and Marianne
has inherited from hers. It doesn't
really look like our shop, and
| think that's healthy; it's nice to
get a break.

ﬁ i\t

What was your first big

design purchase?
My first furniture purchase with my first
salaried paycheck was our sofa by the
Swedish company David Design about
ten years ago. It actually has a very
nice Norwegian wool fabric, so even at
that time | picked out something that
had to do with Norway.

What are you currently longing for?
More time to design and produce
our own products under the Pur
Norsk brand and to nurse the small
architectural commissions. lil

Story by Jordan Kushins
Photos by Felix Briiggemann
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1. Dachs on Wheels by Olav @en.
2. Scandia chair by Hans Brattrud
for Fjordfiesta.

3. Hangman shelf by & Sons and Pur Norsk.
Available from purnorsk.no.
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101 MODERN REAL ESTATE

For a good decade and a half, owners
of open-plan homes have smiled
as public interest grew, prices rose,
and once-ignored architects were
rediscovered. Mid-century-modern
homes in suburbs nationwide were
suddenly hip and ripe for restoration.
Cities followed suit as suave and
sophisticated glass-walled condos and
lofts sprung up everywhere—from
Herzog + de Meuron’s 40 Bond Street
in New York to the Vogel House by
Neumann Monson Architects in lowa
City—suggesting that the long-held
promise of modern living on a national
scale was finally coming to fruition, or
at least gaining ground on the feature-
less tract homes and by-the-numbers
townhouses that had long held sway.
Then, starting in 2006, house prices
began to slide. They were plummeting
by 2007, as hameowners who'd taken
advantage of some dubious financial
gymnastics—including loans granted
with no down payment and little atten-
tion paid to the buyer's finances—
were unable to pay their mortgages.

An

Introduction
to Modern |
Real Estate

What former Federal Reserve chair-
man Alan Greenspan once called
“froth” on the housing market had
turned out to be an untenable bubble
whose subsequent burst would leave
global real estate markets in shambles.
Modern developments were not
immune. Among the saddest casual-
ties of the downturn was the Racquet
Club of Palm Springs, a once-iconic
tennis club with adjoining residences,
some by modernist Albert Frey. The
walls of its historic buildings were
opened up for restoration and foun-
dations were laid for new residences,
then work stopped. The resultis a
dusty ghost town.

Though things are unremittingly
lousy at present, there is hope for
modern real estate. Parts of the country
are still seeing modern buildings keep
pace with and even outstrip tradi-
tional construction. In the Denver area,
through 2008, modern tract homes
were selling for 40 percent more than
their traditional counterparts, accord-
ing to broker Craig Mayer of Mile Hi

Modern. Mid-century designs also
continue to perform better in several
areas of Southern California, including
Palm Springs and the San Fernando
Valley. Though overall prices have
declined, residents and brokers say,
modern homes still sell for more than
their non-modern neighbors. Good
news or cold comfort?

In addition to frozen lines of credit,
nervous bankers, and buyers wary of
the bottom falling out of their invest-
ments, modernism still faces the same
challenges as ever from a real estate
market with little regard for design.

In the mainstream, modern residen-
tial real estate has developed as a
niche industry, with trained brokers,
lenders, and appraisers who under-
stand the market for modern homes
enough to connect savvy buyers with
savvy sellers. In no part of the country,
though, can sellers simply assume
that the average broker will get the
best price for their modern home—
or ensure its continued existence
by steering it to a sympathetic buyer.

49,

Djm.
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Though the market has rarely looked
worse, our primer on the past, present,
and future of modern real estate gives
you the inside track on why modern
homes are always a good investment.

Story by Dave Weinstein
lllustrations by Damien Correll
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Whether sipping cocktails with Realtors or
just aiming to impress the condo board, this
smattering of modern real estate facts will
keep you out of social foreclosure.
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Nationwide, glass-walled beauties
are often marketed less on their art-
istry, construction, and history than
on their number of bedrooms and
square footage—or, more ominously,
the size of the lot.

Modern homes have been a spe-
cialty market since the late 1940s,

when the first modern tracts were built.

Ned Eichler, who ran marketing for his
father, Northern California developer
Joseph Eichler, decided early on that
modern buyers were a different sort of
beast and went out of his way to cater
to them. At the other end of the spec-
trum, a specialized market in high-end
modern homes began to develop

in the late 1960s. British jetsetter Lord
Peter Palumbo got the ball rolling

in 1968 when he purchased Mies van
der Rohe's Farnsworth House outside
Plano, lllinois, the way a collector
might buy a painting.

The idea of collecting fine archi-
tecture came into its own in the 1990s,
when Los Angeles enthusiasts like
David Zander, Joel Silver, and a battery
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of film stars started investing in classic
modern homes. Realty firms that
specialized in modern and other archi-
tecturally distinguished homes grew
up to serve high-end buyers.

The 1990s also saw design-savvy
buyers flocking to modern tracts,
snapping up properties that had once
been ignored. Local brokers quickly
specialized in modern homes.

In the future, though, real growth
will come from homes that are energy-
efficient, are close to urban ameni-
ties, and foster a sense of community,
Green-designed condos, townhouses,
and clustered housing were just
making their marks before the current
downturn, and, though money is
scarce, the premises of these projects—
aesthetically and environmentally—
remain vital and sound.

“A piece of architecture is always
going to be worth more than the
generic house next door with no
design value whatsoever," says
Brian Linder, a broker with the Value
of Architecture in Los Angeles.

T L)
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@ Perhaps the earliest community of mod-
ern homes, Weissenhof Estate in Stuttgart,
Germany, was designed in 1927 by Mies
van der Rohe, Le Corbusier, and other

Dwell

notable architects affiliated with the
Deutscher Werkbund. Eleven of the 27

homes survive, some still as residences.

‘Words you

should know

Automated Valuation Models:
Formulas used with increasing fre-
quency by appraisers to value a home
based on standardized criteria, making
it hard to factor in good design.

CC&Rs: Covenants, conditions, and
restrictions imposed on homeowners
in many condo complexes and other
neighborhoods. Though cumbersome,
they can boost the integrity and value
of homes.

Common Area Assessments: Also
known as homeowners' association
fees, they maintain common areas,
pools, and the like in condo and town-
house communities and some planned
unit developments.

Comparative Market Analysis:

Also called "comparables,” or "comps,”
this is used by lenders to determine a
home's value. There's disagreement
over whether it should be based on
size alone or take design into account
as well.

Farming: A real estate broker who cul-
tivates a restricted segment of homes
or buyers, or who focuses on a certain
neighborhood, is “farming” it. More
and more brokers are modern farmers.

Loan-to-Value (LTV) Ratio: This indi-
cates what percentage of a home's
appraised value or agreed-upon sales
price will be funded by the lender.

Multiple Listing Service (MLS):
A database that lets agents post
homes for sale.

Planned-Unit Development (PUD):
Can refer to condos, where common
areas are jointly owned, but it can
also apply to neighborhoods with
single-family homes. PUDs became
a common development strategy

in the early 1960s to achieve more
flexible neighberhood planning.

© Some say that just 2 percent of single-
family homes in the U.5. are designed by
architects—but the American Institute

of Architects pegs it closer to 28 percent.
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101 MODERN REAL ESTATE

DONE RIGHT

That's So 04

When it comes to creating

a sense of community, cozying
up to your neighbor proves
that density rules.

Ly
) | W;:

Not every lover of modern living wants,
or can afford, to buy a mid-century
classic or live in a suburban tract.
We are increasingly an urban nation,
and the cultural, economic, and social
appeals of the city burn ever more
brightly as legions of Americans move
back into town.

Those heading into the city can
find good values in modern multiunit
complexes, many of which take
a commitment to green design and
fostering a sense of community to
heart. Jeff Krolicki, senior associate
for Dick Clark Architecture in Austin,
Texas, provided the newly hip South
Congress neighborhood with a local
landmark: the 04 Lofts, a five-story,
steel-framed structure sided with glass
and local bricks. Units range from
a 980-square-foot studio to the two-
bedroom penthouses, still rather
modest at 1,600 feet apiece, though
each has a garden or balcony and
access to the communal roof deck.

Krolicki credits the developers for
not maximizing the project’s square
footage, which allowed him to preserve
the site’'s mature oaks. And to promote
pedestrianism in this mixed-use space,
parking is in a separate building.

The 04 Lofts are infill at its best.
Residents walk to restaurants, bars,
galleries, and shops. The condos,
which are in a new building, are part
of a mixed-use development that
includes a grocer, a restaurant, stores,
and professional offices in a renovated
car dealership.

The developer “wanted a building
that looked like it had been there for-
ever,” and envisioned it as something
traditional, Krolicki says. "But modern
is more appropriate to that area.”

One of South Congress’s big events
is an annual hot rod show, a fact that
helped sway one of the developers,
who collects vintage cars. “There's
a rockabilly feeling to South Congress,”
Krolicki says. “That's part of its charm.” -

® Condominiums, long popular overseas,
got their U.S. start in Puerto Rico in 1958
The Federal Housing Administration didn't

recognize condo ownership until 1961.
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© In California, the Mills Act provides tax
relief to homeowners who preserve their
historic architecture. Similar tax rebate and
abatement programs exist in other states.
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101 MODERN REAL ESTATE

Lowering
the Bar

DONE WRONG

A modernist facade can't
keep some developments
from suffering from that very
American malady: sprawl.

© Being part of a local, state, or national
historic district helps increase property
values significantly, according to numerous

academic and governmental studies.
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Mid-century-modern tract homes
have long been coveted by lovers of
all things retro, many of whom began
gentrifying neighborhoods of them

in the mid-1990s. By the early aughts’
skyrocketing prices proved too high.
So why not build brand-new, afford-
able, modern 1950s-style homes?

The result of this thinking is B-Bar-H
Ranch, a neighborhood of about 50
houses in five jaunty designs based on
the 1950s Alexander homes of Palm
Springs. But despite their retro styling,
the homes look neither authentically
1950s nor truly of our time. The devel-
opment is an aesthetic orphan, in
dialogue with neither its idols nor
its contemporaries. The B-Bar-H has
turned “modern” into just another
picture-book style. Like the neo-Tudors
or neo-Victorians still erected today,
B-Bar-H's commitment to modernism
is little more than skin-deep.

To construct affordable homes,
Modern Living Spaces, which built

B-Bar-H, had to find affordable land.
That meant leaving Palm Springs and
building on a windswept, 100-year
floodplain in an unincorporated area
near Desert Hot Springs, where the
local landmark is an immense wind
farm and swirling dust storms are
a seasonal event.

Desert modernism of the 1950s,
of course, was never about infill or
ecological living. But that was then.
Modernism today needs to embrace
sustainability, just as its Bauhaus fore-
bears made do with few materials and
limited resources after World War 1.
Modern neighborhoods that sprawl
into nearly raw desert signal a clear
break from the ethos of the architec-
tural pioneers they seek to emulate.
When style is more about pastiche
than about innovation, what's the use?
Time capsules angling to cash in on
a look are modern design at its worst,
addressing neither the desires, the
aesthetics, nor the needs of the day. I

@ According to owner Elizabeth Harris,
when Richard Neutra's iconic Kaufmann
House in Palm Springs came on the market

in the 1990s, the broker told Harris they

could "make it more stylish by making
it Spanish, or we could take it down.”
They ended up restoring the home with
architects at Marmol Radziner.

Dwell
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Wine Mee

All eyes are on Liebherr’s new HWS 1800, a wine
storage cabinet that takes fine wine from under
the counter and places hottles in full view. With the
capacity o hold 18 bottles, this innovative unit is
surprisingly compact. Coupled with its diminutive
size, a sleek recessed handle opens up opportunities
for integration beyond the kitchen into the dining
room, living room or study. Once inside, your bottles
will benefit from ideal storage conditions such as
precise temperature control and features that protect
against light, odor & vibration, allowing you to enjoy
the wine as much as the unique design.

www.liebherr-appliances.com
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101 MODERN REAL ESTATE  GREAT IDEA

M d L Here's a story you'll hear often when

o e rn ove visiting owners of modern homes:
“We love our house, but when we sell

Single mod-loving gal seeks it, we know the new owners will tear it

North Jersey sp|it—|evei for down or redo it to death. The land

ML g— T - is valuable, and buyers prefer Tuscan."
But what if there were a way to

reach the growing number of modern
fans, avoiding Tuscan lovers entirely?
A matchmaking service for modern
homes linking sympathetic buyers and
sellers and making both happy?

“It's a big concern in the architec-
tural real-estate community—people
buying the land for its value, then
bulldozing,” says Brian Linder, the Los
Angeles broker whose website, the
Value of Architecture, is one of several
that are trying to function as modern
matchmakers. "My goal,” he says,

"is to form a network of architectural
Realtors nationwide.”
Linder is making a push, focusing

on Los Angeles, San Francisco, San
Diego, and Seattle. But broad swaths
of the West Coast are still uncharted.
"We don't have a business model for
it per se," he says. "We're just a network
of like-minded Realtors.”

A national network of such sites
would empower design-minded home
buyers making cross-country moves,
or just moves across town, and help
bolster an industry that's seriously flag-
ging. It would also encourage a brand
of popular preservation, so when
an endangered home swims into
view, like a recent Rudolph Schindler
that's in such sad shape it might face
destruction, those inclined toward
to the modern cause will get a crack
at it before the wrecking ball does. -

Regional Modern
Real Estate

Denver
milehimedern.com

Oklahoma

movemodern.co

North Carolina
moderncharlotte.com

@ For our list of modern

a i Realtors visit dwell.com
@ In the mid-2000¢, conde developers 173/176 Perry Street towers—as brand
in New York began hawking starchitect- names. It worked: Buyers like Martha
designed buildings—such as Gwathmey Stewart and Nicole Kidman, who bought
Sicgu!'s Astor Place and Richard Meier's at Perry Street, flocked to the L\ui|dingf,.
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Home Tours

The popular San Francisco Living: Home Tours
weekend is the first tour series of its kind in
the Bay Area to promote a wide variety of
architectural styles, neighborhoods, and
residences—all from the architect's point of
view. Don't miss it this September!

Weekend Events included with Ticket Price:
The Architect’s Forum | September 10, 6:00 pm
Home Tours Headquarters | September 12+13, 2:00 am-4:00 pm
Cocktails at the Headquarters | September 12, 4:00 pm
SF Living 2009 Exhibition | September 12413, 10:00 am-4:00 pm

BONUS: Tour of Dwell + Lunch with the Editors | September 11, 11:30 am

Additinnal fee oppl

Tours are self-guided.
Visit www.aiasf.org/hometours or
call 415.362.7397 to purchase tickets.

Ticket Prices  Before September 1 After September 1

Members S60 one day $70 one day

Nonmembers $75 one day 585 one day

The San Francisco Living: Home Tours Weekend is an
exclusive program of the Architecture and the City festival,
a month-long celebration featuring tours, films, exhibitions,
lectures and more. Join us September 1-30, 2009.

Visit www.aiasf.org/archandcity for more information.
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Up-Front
Appraisals

If real estate is too risky
an investment, how about
futures? Tea leaves, please.

Lending

Monica Di Perna, a mortgage consul-
tant with Guarantee Mortgage in
San Francisco, specializes in high-end
homes on the West Coast.

“Financing has been hard lately,
obviously, because lenders have been
demanding more money down. Over
the next few months or year, it's going
to be easier to get financing, because
there will be more loan products out
there at slightly better rates.

“In the short term, people who pur-
chase properties on the high end will
get really good bargains. But home
prices will rise. It will be just like the
Internet bust a few years ago. People
said the collapse of the dot-coms
would ruin the economy, but it didn't.

"People had been buying homes
with air, It was like a drug pusher com-
ing around and saying, ‘lI've got a loan
for you as long as you can breathe.’

In the future, you will need to breathe
and have a job, money in the bank,
and good credit scores.

"Everybody thinks interest rates will
be going up. They should go up. We're
printing money, and we're stimulating
the economy so tremendously, so you
would think we're going to have hyper-
inflation in the coming years. | think
that. But so does everybody. So we're
probably wrong."
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THE FUTURE

Heritage

Crosby Doe, of Crosby Doe Associates
in Los Angeles, has marketed houses
by Richard Neutra, Frank Lloyd Wright,
and John Lautner.

"As architecture is added to museum
collections, there will be an exponen-
tial increase in awareness of the
importance of maintaining or restoring
its integrity. When Neutra's Kaufmann
House was restored, the original
Thermador ovens were restored and
kept. This type of thinking will be
much more appreciated.

"Classic modern homes have been
selling at a premium, but it's not the
premium that these internationally
recognized landmarks should be get-
ting. There's a Frank Lloyd Wright for
$7.7 million that has been recognized
as one of the key residential proper-
ties in the country. But an Andy Warhol
painting will sell for $33 million! That
disconnect amazes me.

“Lenders and appraisers need to
open their eyes and minds and come
to understand that if a Picasso is worth
more than a paint-by-number painting,
a work of architecture is worth expo-
nentially more than the tract house
next door, even if they are the same
square footage on the same size lot.

“Slowly architecture will move out
of the pricing structures that have
been kept artificially low by appraisals
based strictly on the terms of real es-
tate. Then more owners, investors, and
collectors will be inclined to spend
the sums necessary to properly restore
and maintain our modernist heritage.”

Living Together

Jeff Oberdorfer is the executive
director of First Community Housing,
a nonprofit that builds and manages
green housing in Silicon Valley.

“You're going to see much more
multifamily housing over the next
ten years. In order to confront global
warming and be sustainable, we're
going to have to move away from the
single-family, rectilinear lot in the
suburbs. You are going to see more
density, and that's hard for some peo-
ple. So architects are going to have
to showcase some examples of dense
housing with the appropriate ameni-
ties that people find attractive.

“First, housing needs to be near
retail and mass transit. The market is
moving toward mixed-use, infill devel-
opments with housing, retail, offices,
and services. There can be libraries
on the ground floor or health clubs
or even shopping below housing.

"We'll also be seeing more studio
units for people under 30 or over 55
and retired—people who want to
live in small spaces and have all the
urban cultural amenities, including
recreational spaces, coffee shops, and
onsite gardens. People want common
facilities for social activities, and a real
sense of community.” il




A FOUNTAIN
OF YOUTH

IN A CONVENIENT TAKE HOME SIZE

M

L= . Ina SwimEx Luxury Pool or Spa you can relax,
‘ﬁ exercise, even entertain in your own heated
P4 4 pool without the expense, maintenance or
space of a full-sized pool. SwimEx is beyond
the ordinary lap pool, it's a complete workout
station. Ruggedly constructed and exquisitely
detailed, SwimEx pools add value and enhance

the beauty of your home.

-
SwimEx-
CALL 800-877-7946 FOR A FREE HOME
POOL DVD OR VISIT WWW.SWIMEX.COM

> pARK Fire Ribbon Direct Vent Vu Thru, a modern fire with double the impact.
modern fires Architect|archimania  Design|archimania  Photo|Darren Trentacosta

Www.sparkfire Jtrﬁ
p 866.938.38446




Lumens Light + Living
Better Lighting. Better Living.

Lumens offers the best in modern
lighting, fans, and home accessories.
Discover an impressive selection from
more than 300 fine manufacturers.
Lumens specializes in providing

a comprehensive yet hand-picked
collection of quality products,
including energy-efficient lighting,

all with an eye on design.

Find the best-known brands from
Eurofase, Artemide, Fine Art Lamps,
Flos, FontanaArte, Foscarini, LBL,
Tech, Minka Aire, and Modern Fan to
the latest design-studio inspirations.

Meet Woolly Pockets
The Good Life Grows in Pockets

Living Walls, Edible Gardens, and
everywhere Gardens. The ideal way
to grow healthy gardens—here, there,
and everywhere.

Who doesn't love being surrounded
by plants? With Woolly Pockets, soft-
sided, recycled gardening containers,
you can turn your wall, yard, or any-
place in your home into a beautiful,
lush, and even edible garden.

Woolly Pocket Garden Company
877-7TWOOLLY
woollypocket.com

eurofase’

@ Lumens.com’

LIGHT + LIVING

Great accessories and furniture from
Alessi, Blomus, Blu Dot, Chilewich,
Kartell, and more. Friendly, expert
service. Low-price guarantee. Free
shipping. Easy, no-hassle returns.

Trade professional? Join Lumens
Trade Program at lumens.com/
tradeprogram.

Shown: Everesty Chandelier by
Eurofase.

Toll-free 877-445-4486
lumens.com

A

[

the as4 modular
furniture system

"

Brooklyn showroom now open.

Atlas Industries

Tel. 718-596-5045
| atlaseast.com

An Elegant Look

Precast concrete large-scale pavers
in 20 sizes. Stepstone, Inc. has
manufactured high quality precast
concrete products for over 35 years.
Stepstone pavers are a perfect fit

as hardscape elements or for roof-
deck installations. Complete design
specifications can be downloaded

in PDF or CAD formats. Call for color
and finish samples.

Toll-free 800-572-9029
stepstoneinc.com

modwalls
Making Tile Modern

Modern wall and floor coverings
including glass, porcelain, cork,

river rocks, and recycled-glass tile.
Order online, Free shipping in the
continental U.S. on orders over $200.
Discounted shipping to other areas.
Trade pricing available.

Shown: Lush® 3" x 6" in Sky.

Toll-free 877-439-9734
modwalls.com

Modern Market

Feel More Human
Shop. Explore.

We look in the obvious places, peek
around corners, and turn over the
unassuming stones for products,
information, and resources that sup-
port a balanced and eco-conscious
modern lifestyle. Get inspired by
great design, stay informed with
original content. Member of 1%

for the Planet.

Toll-free 877-424-8626
feelmorehuman.com

MamagreenUSA

MamagreenUSA has announced
the nationwide introduction of its
line of outdoor furniture.

Featuring FSC-certified reclaimed
teak, stainless steel, and environmen-
tally friendly synthetics, this award-
winning line defines what luxurious,
sustainable, contemporary outdoor
furniture is all about.

Tel. 415-279-7895
mamagreenusa.com




Rotoluxe
Meodern + Eco + Design

Rotoluxe is a sustainable modern
décor manufacturing and design
house, specializing in using recycled
materials to create upcycled contem-
porary indoor and outdoor furnish-
ings and décor.

The Rotoluxe name is for luxury, style
and sustainability. Going green does
not mean you have to compromise
on design.

Tel. 888-989-4968
rotoluxe.com

Interior-Deluxe
Luxury Contemporary Lighting

We invite you to browse our exclusive
collection of modern and contem-
porary lighting fixtures. Discover the
latest lighting trends from Europe’s
top design manufacturers. Most of
our products are in stock and ready
to ship. Trade clients are welcome.

Toll-free 866-477-1345
interior-deluxe.com

BlueStar

The Only Genuine Restaurant Range
for the Home™

Hand-crafted in Reading, Pennsylvania,
since 1880, BlueStar's high-perfor-
mance gas ranges are the cooking
appliance of choice for the home chef.

BlueStar offers a full line of gas
ranges, cooktops, wall ovens, hoods,
and cookware. Available in 190 differ-
ent colors. Over 300 retailers in North
America.

bluestarcooking.com/dwell

sustainhouse.com
Smart Homes for Conscious Living

Architect and sculptor Johnna
Barrett, winner of four awards in

the 2009 Dream Home competi-
tion for architecture and interior
design, introduces her new series
of unique modern home designs.
Five homes from 1,800 to 2,500
square feet, designed to meet LEED
energy efficiency and green building
standards. Construction ready plans
with complete interior and exterior
specifications.

sustainhouse.com

dwell.com/modernmarket

Your Photos Into
Canvas Art

At CanvasPop™ we make it easy and
fun to turn your personal photos into
beautiful canvas art pieces. Choose
any size and add designer effects.
Makes a great gift. Visit our website
idea gallery to get inspired.

Free shipping with discount code
“dwell.”

Toll-free 866-619-9574
canvaspop.com

Berkeley Mills

Berkeley Mills is proud to present our
ecological cabinetry systems to our
clients, made to order in our state-
of-the-art workshop by some of the
America’s finest craftsman. We strive
to go beyond our customer's expec-
tations in design, craftsmanship and
service. We build kitchens that are
clean, green, and highly functional.

Elica

Europe's #1 kitchen ventilation brand
is now available in North America.
Elica transforms the range hood
from a mere domestic appliance to

a design object that brings a power-
ful personality into the kitchen
environment.

Elica

222 Merchandise Mart Plaza #947
Chicago, IL 60654

Toll-free 866-570-6401
a.mccormack@elica.com

Come visit us in our new showroom
in downtown Santa Monica, opening
at the end of August.

Berkeley Mills

2830 Seventh Street
Berkeley, CA 94710
Tel. 510-549-2854
berkeleymills.com
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WOW Your Walls!

Customized art from your photos.
Choose from 40 fun and unique looks
printed up to 42" x 42" on paper

or canvas and stretched or custom
framed after you approve a proof.
Great quality, prices, and service. It's
easy and fun to WOW your walls!

photowow

Toll-free 800-453-9333
photowow.com

{ddaudioengine

upgrade your audio!

EcoéSmart
Audioengine

Audioengine's innovative self-
powered speakers and wireless
products are designed for all your
music. Check out our award-winning
sound, high-quality materials, and
truly useful features.

Enter coupon code DWELL for ten
percent off. Free shipping, no tax,
all cables included.

Shown: ASN Active Speakers in
solid carbonized bamboo.

support@audioengineusa.com
audioengineusa.com

Modern Outdoor

We help create incredible outdoor
environments—furniture that is manu-
factured for heavy commercial use

in hotels, restaurants, institutions,
corporate spaces, and all manner of
public applications, yet aesthetically
designed for residential settings.

Made in the U.S.A., honest lead
times, environmentally conscious
materials. Furniture by Modern
Outdoor Designs.

Tel. 818-785-0171
modernoutdoor.com

goodearthcanvas.com

Give your space some peace of
mind. Our large canvases reflect the
transforming energy of this beautiful
planet. We also have great Buddhist-
and Asian-influenced images.

Stretched on wooden bars, they
arrive in big flat sturdy boxes,
ready to hang. Just $199-$379
with free shipping.

Toll-free 888-245-0971
goodearthcanvas.com

Modern Market
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Seascape Lighting

We specialize in building custom
light fixtures, in-house printed lamp-
shade fabric, table and floor lamps,
and wall sconces. We work with
wood, acrylic, metal, and over

75 fabrics including silks, veneers,
linens, and natural plant fibers.

Call or fax for a quotation and
40-page color catalog.

Toll-free 800-444-0233
Fax 831-728-0658
seascapelamps.com

Rakks Shelving Systems

Rakks is your source for sophisticated
and flexible shelving solutions. Our
patented L-Bracket system with
aluminum shelves (shown) provides
exceptional design flexibility for a
wide range of video display, storage,
and closet applications. Information
on our full line of wall-mounted and
pole-supported shelving products
can be found on our website.

Toll-free 800-826-6006
rakks.com

Recycled Aluminum
Tile

Mix modern metal mosaics with
character and texture. Explore our
galleries of bamboo, cork, stone,
linoleum, and recycled-glass tiles
and order samples online.
Shipping nationwide.

Shown: 2" x 2" mixed finishes,
$35 per square foot.

Eco-Friendly Flooring
Madison, WI

Toll-free 866-250-3273
ecofriendlyflooring.com




Iconic Door Hardware

Krown Lab reinvents the sliding
door hardware category with Baldur,
featuring a patent-pending Hubless
Construction. The stainless steel
system will make a dramatic impact
in any environment and works with

a wide range of door-panel types
and door-opening widths.

Krown Lab
Tel. 503-292-6998
krownlab.com

Bauhaus-Style
Dog Sofa

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof,
washable, and removable. Quality

steel frames. Four sizes. From $210.
Made in Italy and available exclu-
sively at dogbar.com.

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR
dogbar.com

ModernCabana.com

Home office, guest house, play
room, yoga studio...whether you
need 100 or 1,000 square feet,
Modern Cabana offers prefabricated
and sustainable space solutions to
fit your lifestyle. At Modern Cabana
we want to live differently, to use
less, and get more.

San Francisco, CA

Tel. 415-206-9330
info@moderncabana.com
moderncabana.com

1213 Gallery

Original Art, Online

We sell one-of-a-kind and limited-
| edition original art by a select group
of artists. Imagine the art world at
your fingertips! Browse our gallery,
or search by artist, subject, media,
size, price, and more.

‘ The perfect piece is easy to find.

1213gallery.com

- '
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European Home
Modern Fires

The DV38 direct vent fireplace, with
our new Dover stones and limestone
surround, is a sleek stylish fireplace
which bridges the gap of traditional
and contempeorary. Sleek and mod-
ern yet warm and stately. This fire-
place is a designers dream.

Tel. 781-324-8383
info@europeanhome.com
europeanhome.com

Rural modern

furniturea

Furniturea
Rural Modern Design

Colorful, contemporary furniture
designs influenced by the traditional
architectural forms and decorative
arts of rural New England, infused
with a modern style and whimsical
spirit. Twenty-four standard color
choices. Custom colors and custom
designs to order.

75 Market Street
Portland, ME 04101
Toll-free 800-860-8955
furniturea.com

MoMA Design Store

New at the MoMA Design Store are
the Family Chairs, designed by Lina
Nordqvist. A fresh interpretation of
traditional Swedish stick-back chairs,
each of these four chairs features a
slightly different yet complementary
design on the backs, and on the spin-
dles between the legs. Together the
chairs form a family, each displaying a
distinctive character around the table.
Made in Thailand of lacquered birch
wood. 34%"H x 15%"W x 15%"D;
seat: 17"H.

Visit momastore.org to order online,
request a catalog, or for store
locations.

Toll-free 800-447-6662
momastore.org

dwell.com/modernmarket




Conde House
A New Collaboration

A collection of interpretations
and impressions. Handcrafted,
essential forms.

Furniture and objects with which
to compose your own landscape.

Shown: Rikyu Collection
Lounge and Tsukaishi Table
by Ted Boerner.

Conde House Showroom

2 Henry Adams Street #291
San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel. 415-864-8666
condehouse.com

Modern-Shed

Prefab Structures

A growing prefab company located
in Seattle, we strive to offer a solu-
tion for the changing needs of eco-
conscious individuals and families.
Now offering our Dwelling-Shed and
Guest-Shed, creating small-footprint
everyday living.

Tel. 206-524-1188
info@modern-shed.com
modern-shed.com
dwelling-shed.com

Sensuede

Sensuede’s innovative and eco-
efficient manufacturing process sets
it apart from other microfiber suedes.
It's Oeko-Tex certified and made

with 88 percent high-purity recycled
polyester. It's durable, cleanable,
versatile, luxurious, and available

in 133 colors.

Sensuede: It makes sense.

www.sensuede.com

Modern Market

Schoolhouse
Electric Co.

Manufacturer of residential and com-
mercial period lighting fixtures and
handblown glass shades that do not
hint at style—they are classic originals
that have been out of production

and unavailable for over 50 years.
Retail showrooms in New York City
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog.

Toll-free 800-630-7113
schoolhouseelectric.com

-
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mixture
inspired modern living

Modern furniture and home acces-
sory lines from around the world
find their way to mixture. We offer
furniture, accessories, gifts, original
art, and interior design services.

Shown (clockwise from top left):
Box Sofa by Autoban, King Lamp

| by Autoban, Mo Bed by E15,
Light Oval Table by Matthew

| Hilton, Kaja Sofa Collection by Cor.

‘

Turquoise

Turquoise is a boutique interior-
design company in Venice Beach,
California. Principal designer Vanessa
De Vargas specializes in modern and
vintage design and in the restoration
of heirloom pieces.

Visit turquoise-la.com for Vanessa's
portfolio, e-decorating virtual service,

and more.

turquoise.la@gmail.com
turquoise-la.com

!u -

When you're in San Diego, please
stop by our 8,500 square-foot
showroom in Little ltaly.

2210 Kettner Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92101
Toll-free 800-903-1913
mixturehome.com




Stone Forest
SYNC™ System

Contemporary designs for the bath,
kitchen, and garden are sculpted
from natural materials including
stone, bronze, bamboo, copper,
iron, and hardwoods, Our SYNC™
System offers endless combinations
for residential and commercial appli-
cations in Carrara marble (shown
above), honed black granite, onyx,
and stainless steel.

Toll-free 888-682-2987
stoneforest.com/dwell

Your DNA into Art

DNA 11 creates personalized
portraits from your actual DNA,

Each portrait is as unique as you.

You choose the size and color. Swab-
based DNA collection is painless
and simple. Very unique gift idea.
Also available: fingerprint and

"kiss" portraits.

Toll-free 866-619-9574
dnall.com

Liza Phillips Design

ALTO Steps—handmade, modular
rugs for your stairs. Available in
several colorways, each with pat-
terns and solids. Arrange them

Tel. 845-252-9955
lizaphillipsdesign.com

in any sequence. RugMark-certified.

Whole-House
Air Purifier

The IQAir Perfect 16 air purifier
reroves airborne allergens, dust,
bacteria and viruses as much as
100 times more effectively than
conventional air-filtration systems.
Designed to retrofit within the
existing ductwork of your heating
and/or air-conditioning system,
the Perfect 14 delivers a constant
flow of pure, clean air to every
room of your home.

Toll-free 800-936-2055
perfect16.com

Campbell Laird Studio
Printed and Signed by Artist

Award-winning Tasmanian artist
Campbell Laird has been recognized
by curators from SFMOMA and
LACMA for his meditative abstrac-
tions. Join collectors from NYC, LA,
Tokyo, London, and Sydney.
Archival, limited edition, eco-friendly
artworks. Affordable, too!

Shown: Khmer series.

Tel. 310-915-5319
info@campbelllairdstudio.com

Bague

LBCLighting.com

Bague Table lamp designed by
Patricia Urquiola and Eliana Gerotto
in 2003 for Foscarini.

Table lamp in three different sizes,
made of a perforated metal net,
covered with a silicon resin, with
a satin screen diffuser. Available in
two finishes: white and aluminum.

For more of the Foscarini Collection,
visit [belighting.com.

Volume discount. Free shipping.
Price-match guarantee.

Toll-free 877-250-6888
Ibelighting.com

dwell.com/modernmarket




ISS Designs™ Shelving
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities.

Maximize your wall space with modu-
lar shelves or create a room divider
using aluminum compression poles.
Create your custorn design for half
the price of built-ins, and take it with
you when you move.

Bookshelves, office, wall units, closets.
Your design. Priced right.

Online Store Dwell Code: dwell09.

Toll-free 877-477-5487
issdesigns.com
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Modern Mailboxes
By mailboxes.co.nz

The modern home deserves a mod-
ern mailbox. We have a complete
range. We are from New Zealand
and ship worldwide. Check out the
“modern” page on our website.

mailboxes.co.nz

Hive Modular
Innovative Modular Housing

Modern or traditional.
Pre-designed or custom.
Small, medium, large, or multifamily.

Affordable. Real. Available now.
Available in the US.A. and Canada.

Toll-free 877-379-4382
info@hivemodular.com
hivemodular.com

RAYDOOR®
Sliding Walls and Doors

“Divide the space—keep your light”
with our classic sliding solution!
Ideal for any living space.

Create private environments without
sacrificing natural light. Options
include: sliding (bypassing, pocket,
stacking, rolling), folding, pivot, and
fixed. With a variety of frames and
translucent |ayers: order custom or
in standard sizes through our quick
ship program.

Tel. 212-421-0641
raydoor.com

GelPro® Gel-Filled Anti-
Fatigue Floor Mats

People are raving about GelPro®
Mats and how they have changed
the cooking experience. They are
the only kitchen accessories you will
use every time you are in the kitchen
and the only one that will make you
feel better every time you use them.
Made with a soft, shock-absorbing
gel core, GelPro Mats are great for
people with back or foot pain or

for those that just love to cook.

Available in over 200 combinations
of styles, colors, and sizes, including
designer sizes as large as 3 feet by
12 feet. Order today and Stand in
Comfort™,

Toll-free B66-GEL-MATS (435-6287)
gelpro.com

Modern Market

Douglas Thayer
Woodworking

Artist-designed contemporary con-
crete and wood furniture created for
indoor and outdoor use. Each piece
is stylish, combining sleek lines and
pleasing proportions for furniture
that is a harmonious addition to

any setting. Made of solid domestic,
exo-tic, and reclaimed hardwoods.

212 Northwest Road
Westhampton, MA 01027
Tel. 413-527-4491
douglasthayer.com

Loll Designs
Qutdoor Furniture for the
Modern Lollygagger

New Cabrio Lounge Chair: moving
at the speed of relaxation.

Loll products are American made
using 100 percent recycled materials
and require no maintenance or
upkeep, unlike the lawn.

lolidesigns.com
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WATERS EDGE
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Escape. Explore. Experience.

Inspired by Eastern Seaboard archi-
tecture and the exotic merchant
trade of San Francisco Bay, the
Waters Edge Hotel artfully merges
diverse influences into an ambience
that both energizes and soothes the
soul. Located on the water in charm-
ing downtown Tiburon, the hotel
brings an added ambience of global
sophistication to this unique part of
Northern California.

Restful rooms feature crisp white
feather beds and hand-knit throws
perfect for afternoon naps. Our grand
waterfront deck boasts panoramic
views of the San Francisco skyline
and Angel Island. Plan your escape
today!

25 Main Street
Tiburon, CA 94920
Tel. 877-789-5999
marinhotels.com

Palette Contemporary
Art & Craft

We carry clocks inspired by or
created during the Bauhaus and
Modernist eras (including the
Pragotron clock, shown). Also view
our Max Bill Junghan’s kitchen clocks
from the ‘50s and '60s. Timeless
style and design still appropriate for
today's living!

Tel. 505-855-7777
palettecontemporary.com

oard

& solid mahogany platform bed Now $688

charlesprogers.com/
bedsdirect

New York's secret source for hand-
crafted beds and daybeds for over
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather,
iron, brass, and steel. Free catalog.
Factory showroom open to public.
Web/phone orders welcome.

We ship anywhere.

55 West 17th Street

New York, New York 10011
Tel. 866-818-6702
charlesprogers.com

avalisa

avalisa designs and creates quality
modern wall art, hand-tufted New
Zealand wool rugs, games, fine-art
prints, and designer cards and
stationery.

avalisa is a signature lifestyle brand
that will bring enjoyment to adults
and children alike for years to come.

info@avalisa.com
avalisa.com

Carlisle Wide Plank Floors

Family Crafted Since 1966

Using sustainably harvested pines,
hardwoods, and FSC-reclaimed
antique woods, the Carlisle family

of Stoddard, New Hampshire, creates
the finest custom-crafted wide-plank
floors in America. Our newly sawn
woods represent the choicest heart
of the tree for maximum strength
and unparalleled beauty, while our
antique reclaimed woods are certified
by the Forest Stewardship Council.

0 PR e | MeMBer

G Squared Art

Enjoy art and save energy...the
Cirque ceiling fan, a high perfor-
mance dynamic sculpture, GOOD
DESIGN Award winner. View other
blade finishes on our website.
Includes 50W light and wall control,
remote control available. Lifetime
warranty. Buy great fan and light-
ing designs on our website or call
Monday through Friday from 7AM
to 5PM PST.

Toll-free 877-858-5333
www.g2art.com

All floors are available unfinished or
prefinished and—except our antique
woods—either solid or engineered.
Each represents an authentic American
folk art—a treasured family heirloom

to be enjoyed for generations.

Toll-free 800-595-9663
wideplankflooring.com

dwell.com/modernmarket




Tonal Clothing

San Francisco—based clothing com-
pany doing unique designs on high
quality T-shirts and hats for men and
women. Designs are a mix of urban
and natural themes; colorful, original,
and affordable. Visit our online store;
we ship anywhere.

Tel. 415-386-1142
info@tonalclothing.com
tonalclothing.com

md-canvas.com

A “modern digital canvas” is the
affordable, strong, and stylish art
solution for any interior. Our cool,
original modern images are printed
with archival inks on rich cotton
canvas. They arrive to your door
fully stretched and ready to hang.
An original painting is expensive
and hard to find; a poster or print
is just a copy...our m-dc canvases
bridge the gap!

| Inhabit

Introducing new bamboo/organic
cotton fabric blends from Inhabit.
Available in bedding, sheeting, over-
size throws, and pillows. All fabrics
are Oeko-Tex® certified. Bamboo is
naturally antibacterial, cleans the air,
breathes to manage body tempera-
ture, and is two to three times softer
than equal-thread-count cotton
fabrics. Surround yourself.

inhabitliving.com

Big Chill

Get out of the box and into a Big
Chill refrigerator. This may look like
your mother's icebox, but the Big
Chill includes all of today's function-
ality, efficiency, and dependability.
The only thing we left off was the
chisel; no defrosting required!

Toll-free 877-842-3269
info@bigchillfridge.com
bigchillfridge.com

Sthv 21/85SF

Fireplace with retractable door

From the Stiv21 series: a superbly
designed and beautifully crafted
wood-burning fireplace providing
a totally unobstructed view of the
fire. The glass door slides upward
and completely disappears.

Stiiv21 series is available in a variety
of sizes to suit various architectural
applications.

Toll-free 866-487-7888
stuvamerica.com

Get a big modern canvas and trans-
form your space today. We offer
amazing prices: $199 for a three-foot
size, up to our jumbo, five-foot canvas
for just $379. Free shipping on all
orders. Call us or shop 24/7 on our
secure website.

Toll-free 888-345-0870
md-canvas.com

Modern Market

Fabulous Stationery

Check out new fall designs from
Fabulous Stationery!

Create fabulous earth-friendly invita-
tions, announcements or blank note
cards by selecting our 100 percent
recycled stock. It's 80 percent post-
consumer waste and is manufactured
entirely chlorine-free. Standard stock
also available. Enter coupon code
DWELL to save $5!

fabulousstationery.com

Neo-Metro

Wall-mounted Ebb Concept avail-
able in 24", 36", 55," and pedestal
configurations. Can meet ADA
standards. Matching mirror and
custom colors are available.

Neo-Metro
Toll-free 800-591-9050
neo-metro.com
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ENDLESS POOLS'

SWIMMING MACHINES

Invest in your health...Invest in yourself

Since 1988 Endless Pools, Inc. has sold tens of thousands of swimming machines in 70 countries. Our
clients enjoy Endless Pools® for swimming, aquatic exercise, therapy, and — always — relaxation. With
their small footprint and convenient cover system our Endless Pools use far less energy than traditional
swimming pools and have a natural water purification system. Our swimming machines all feature a
smooth, adjustable-speed swim current. Our compact WaterWell therapy pool offers a perfect place to
exercise and even walk in place on our underwater treadmill in warm, chest deep water. Learn more
about our complete line of products for indoor, outdoor, year-round use.

For a Free DVD & Brochure, call 800.233.0741, ext. 6556

or visit us at: www.endlesspools.com/6556
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INTERDISCIPLINARY
PROGRAMS

AWARD-WINNING
FACULTY

EXPANSIVE
FACILITIES

SAN FAANCISCO / OAKLAND

AAT, ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN, HRITING

WWl.cca.edu | 800.447.1RAT
a

E CCal

californt

CAUBIFORNIA COLLEGE OF THE ARTS

A & D Building
800-677-6278
merchandisemart.com

Apal Distribution Corp.
310-324-0084
apalsite.com

Armstrong Flooring
armstrong.com

Bartels
bartelsusa.com

BDI

bdiusa.com

Blu World Innovations
888-499-LIFE (5433)
407-426-7674
bluworldusa.com

Bo Concept
boconcept.us

Bulthaup
800-808-2923
bulthaup.com

Cadillac
800-333-4CAD
cadillac.com

CaesarStone Quartz Surfaces
877-978-2789
caesarstoneus.com

Calligaris
calligaris.it

Cherner Chairs
B66-243-7637

chernerchair.com

Chevrolet Camaro
chevrolet.com/camaro

Cuisinart
cuisinart.com

Dyson
dyson.com

Ekornes
ekornes.com

Euroflues

888-404-0123
euroflues.com

Contact Our
Advertisers

Geico
geico.com

Henrybuilt
henrybuilt.com

Herman Miller Inc.
800-646-4400
hermanmiller.com

Hive
866-MOD-HIVE
hivemodern.com

Hunter Douglas
hunterdouglas.com

Jesse
jesse.it

Kashi
kashi.com

Kilz Primer
kilz.com

Konzuk
888-858-7793
konzuk.com

Lexus
B00-USA-LEXUS
lexus.com

Liebherr
905-319-8835
liebherr-appliances.com

Lumens
877-445-4486

lumens.com

Marvin Windows and Doors
B00-268-7644
marvin.com

Mastercard
priceless.com

Moen
800-BUY-MOEN

moen.com

The Meinian Group
212-808-4000
moiniangroup.com

Molteni & C
212-673-7106
molteni.it

Napoleon
napoleonproducts.com

Netherlands Board of Tourism
and Conventions
800-268-7644
coolcapitals.com

Paul Frank Industries
949-515-7950
paulfrank.com

Pedini
800-404-0004
pediniusa.com

Poliform
888-POLIFORM
poliformusa.com

Raumplus
206-204-0112
raumplusna.com

Room & Board
800-486-6554

roomandboard.com

Scavolini
011-39-07214431
scavolini.com

Schonbek Waorldwide
Lighting, Inc.
800-836-1892
schonbek.com

Spark Modern Fires
sparkfires.com

SwimEx
swimex.com

Trane
trane.com

Truvia
866-853-6077
truvia.com

YLighting
B888-888-4449
ylighting.com

When contacting our advertisers,
please be sure to mention that you

saw their ads in Dwell.




51 My House

Ken Meffan Architect
kenmeffanarchitect.com
Tel: 530-432-8073

58 Off the Grid

KWK Promes

kwkpromes.pl

Green Roofs for Healthy Cities
greenroofs.org

The Faroe Islands

National Art Museum

art.fo

62 Dwell Reports

Ginny Evans
ginnyevans.com

Cherin's Appliances

Tel: 415-864-2111

Purcell Murray
purcellmurray.com

G 2832 SCi by Miele
miele.com

DF261-760 by Gaggenau
gaggenau.com
SHX6BE15UC by Bosch
boschappliances.com
DWHD&4E by Thermador
thermador.com
DD24DCTXé by Fisher & Paykel
fisherpaykel.com

66 Outside
Wesleyan University
wesleyan.edu

Mattabeseck Audubon Society
audubon-mas.org

69 The New American Home
Office dA

officeda.com

Hays + Ewing Design Studio
hays-ewing.com

Buchanan Architecture
buchananarchitecture.com
Studio 512

studio512.net

Baldinger Studio
baldinger-studio.com
Tempe Urban Living
tempeurban.com

Build LLC

buildlic.com

Lorcan O'Herlihy Architects
loharchitects.com

80 The Shipping Muse
Robertson Design
robdes.com

Numen Development
numendevelopment.com

mber 10, i publishad mont
Twell, LLC, 40 G 1

Bathroom tiles by Modwalls
modwalls.com

Expedit bookcase

by Tord Bjorklund for Ikea
ikea.com

Andre sofa by Room & Board
roomandboard.com
Akurum/Rationell kitchen system
by Tord Bjorklund for Ikea
ikea.com

Kitchen backsplash made of
3form remnants

3-form.com

Light wall made from
Enduro Systems fiberglass
endurocomposites.com
Rigolit pendant lamp shade
by lkea

ikea.com

Grimle dining table

by Carina Bengs for Ikea
ikea.com

Gilbert chair

by Carina Bengs for lkea
ikea.com

Classic deluxe Twinn 5
tandem bicycle by Schwinn
schwinn.com

Filte |4 L La
driveway by Presto-Geosystems
prestogeo.com

88 The Right Track

Peter M. Cohen and Associates
Architect

139 Pioneer Farm Way
Ellsworth, ME 04605

Ellsworth, Maine
cityofellsworthme.org

Harvard Graduate School of Design
gsd.harvard.edu

Ruud track lighting and fixtures
ruudlighting.com

Structurally insulated panels
from Branch River Panels
branchriver.com

LC2 armchair by Le Corbusier
for Cassina

cassina.com

Womb chair and ottoman

by Eero Saarinen for Knoll
knoll.com

Kitchen sink and faucet

by Grohe

groheamerica.com

96 Brick by Brick

Studio Gang

Tel: 773-384-1212

studiogang.net

Pax/Komplement wardrobe system
by lkea

ikea.com

sbacription
0o,

wbl

Matrix Otto pendant light

by Yaacov Kaufman from Y Lighting
ylighting.com

1968 Chevrolet Camaro Rally Sport
chevrolet.com/camaro

Lack wall shelves by Ikea
ikea.com

Eames lounge chair

by Charles and Ray Eames

for Herman Miller
hermanmiller.com

Barcelona chair

by Mies van der Rohe for Knoll
knoll.com

Mirrored coffee table

from Jayson Home and Garden
jaysonhomeandgarden.com
Windows and sliding doors

by Arcadia
arcadiaproducts.com

One Collection lavatory set

by Kallista for Ann Sacks
annsacks.com

104 ABC

Charles and Ray Eames
eamesfoundation.com

Egg chair by Ame Jacobsen
fritzhansen.com

Olafur Eliasson
olafureliasson.net

Energy Star

energystar.gov

John Entenza
artsandarchitecturemag.com

Luis Eslava
luiseslava.com

106 Design Finder
Pur Norsk
purnorsk.no

108 Modern Real Estate 101
Neumann Monson Architects
neumannmonson.com

Mile Hi Modern
milehimodern.com

Dick Clark Architecture
dcarch.com

Modern Living Spaces
modermnlivingspaces.com
Guarantee Mortgage
gmwest.com

First Community Housing
firsthousing.org

Crosby Doe Associates
crosbydoe.com

The Value of Architecture
thevalueofarchitecture.net

130 Finishing Touch

Auburn University Rural Studio
ruralstudio.com

Sourcing




FINISHING TOUCH

By the Book

Story by Miyoko Ohtake

130 October 2009

In the 19th century, architectural pat-
tern books brought design (albeit pri-
marily neoclassical and Greek Revival)
to the masses. Equipped with a basic
skill level and these instruction manu-
als that came complete with plans and
renderings, builders from New York
to New Orleans could create facades of
lonic columns and decorative cornices.
Auburn University Rural Studio’s
$20K House project is the architectural
pattern book’s modern-day counter-
part. The project challenges students to
design and build homes for $20,000

or less. The goal is that builders will
eventually replicate these prototypes
for hopeful homeowners who live be-
low the poverty line and thus qualify
for a federal rural development loan.
In 2008, students Drew Coshow,
Robert Douge, Abigail Grubb, and
Steven Ward designed the Pattern
Book House. Nestled in a wooded area
of Greensboro, Alabama, the house
is a log cabin for the 21st century that
harks back to the how-to books of yore
both in name and with its own building
manual, currently in the works.
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chef’s table:
our treat

massage: included

your own perfect world: priceless

Your World MasterCard® comes with rewards, offers and perks that matter to you. W (O R
MASTERCARD

Whether it's a deep tissue massage or a seat at the chef’s table, you decide what's in your

=L

perfect world. Offers may vary. Go to priceless.com/world and register for more details.

Offers are illustrative, Actual offers may vary. Terms and conditions apply. Go to priceless.com/world and register for more details.
©2009 MasterCard



SOMEDAY, ALL CARS
WILL BE DESIGNED
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HELLO SOMEDAY

Learn more about the most fuel-efficient of all luxury vehicles at lexus.com/hs? n




