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Check out all of the coolcapitals 
at coolcapitals.com 
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''Destination A\Nesome'' 
is named the coolest 

•• •• 

design of the Dwell and 
coolcapitals competition 

•• 
•• •• •• 

Dwell and coolcapitals.com are­
thrilled to ainnounce the winner of our 
design competition. The competition, 
launched at Dwell on Design in June, 
solicited graphic design concepts 
for a messenger bag representing 
the unique culture, people, and sen­
sib ilit ies of the five coolcapitals.com 
cities: Amsterdam, Antwerp, Valencia, 
Vienna, and Zurich. 

The winning design, "Dest ination 
Awesome" by Los Angeles-based 
designer Richie Chritz features a clever 
concept fusing iconic architecture and 
cultural landmarks representative of 
the five coolcapitals. The design will 
appear on a stylish messenger bag 
that will be distributed at several Dwell 
design events. To find out more about 
how you can attend an event and get 
a cool capitals bag of your own go to 
dwell.com/coolcapjtals. 

The designer comments, "Thinking 
about representing multiple cities in a 
graphic way, I immediately envisioned 
a map ... I settled on showing planes 
in motion, with dots representing 
coordinates-the suggestion and the 
experience of movement." 

As part of the grand prize, Chritz 
and a guest will receive two round-trip 
t ickets to Amsterdam-his coolcapital 
of choice. They'll also receive a five­
night hotel stay, two Amsterdam city 
cards covering transportation within 
the area, and entry to numerous muse­
ums and attractions. 

The expert panel that selected the 
winning design included Kyle Blue, 
Dwell's design director, Brendan 
Callahan, Dwell's senior designer, 
Ashley Schonknecht, Dwell's marketing 
designer, as well as the representatives 
of coolcapitals. 
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visit hivemodern.com or call toll free 1 866 663 4483 

free delivery within the continental u.s. 
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DWELL HOME II 
A Special Thank You to Our Dwell Home II Sponsors: 

Artemide· 
Artemide, the most d iversified, award·winning design line in the lighting 
industry, offers decorative and architectural luminaires with the perfect 
balance between form, function, and performance. For more information, 
please visit artemide.us. 

Official sponsor of the new Dwell Home and worldwide distributors 
of George Nelson Bubble lamps, the 1950 Fiberglass Shell Chair, and 
California Case Study Furniture. Visit our website at modernica.net 
or call 323-933-0383. 

lmlalhlalrlalml 
With offices throughout North America, Maharam offers a comprehensive 
collection of interior textiles, featuring innovative materials, iconic modernist 
designs, and timeless textures. maharam.com 

Autodesk 
Gain instant competitive advantage with the Autodesk• Revit• build ing 
design and documentation system, purpose-built for building information 
modeling. Change anything, anytime, anywhere, and Revit coordinates 
the change everywhere. autodesk .. com 

SIEMENS 
Siemens ultraSense™ laundry system. German-engineered, the ultraSense™ 
washer and dryer feature the most advanced technology on the market, 
allowing you to wash more clothes than ever before at home, including 
cashmere, silk, and activewear. siemens-home.com 

Dwell Community 
Events & Promotions 

Since 1907, Kirsch Window Fashions has been setting the standard in 
innovation and design for home window treatments. The originator of 
fashion-forward decorative drapery hardware, Kirsch evolved to boast 
a broad leading line of custom b linds and shades to complement any 
home decor. Kirsch Window Fashions offers products that define 
elegance and offer uncompromising style and beauty. kirsch.com 

THE BaD LOOK 
CTICOHLER. 
Since 1873, Kohler Co. has been a global leader in providing products of 
high design for the kitchen and bath. Never a follower of existing trends 
and styles, Kohler continuously strives to le·ad the way and set new standards 
for gracious living by creating products that wi ll deliver years of performance 
and add beauty and value to people's homes. kohler.com 

Introducing the new Ford Escape Hybrid, earth's first full hybrid SUV. 
For more information visit fordvehicles.com/escapehybrid or ca ll 
800-301-7430. 

f3 NORITZ 
ALWAYS HOT 

Noritz is the #1 manufacturer in the world for tank less technology. 
Our tankless gas water heaters provide endless hot water while saving 
money and space. noritz.com 

Samafil• 

The world looks to Sika Sarnafil for green roof-waterproofing solutions. 
Sika Sarnafil provides you with a membrane system solution engineered 
to keep your structure watertight. Sika Sarnafil is your source for roofing 
and waterproofing peace of mind. sarnafilus.com 
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Room&Boarcf 
HO ME FUP.NISH INGS 

Excellent desig n is timeless, not driven by trends. O ur home furnishings 
are insp ired by great movements in furniture design and created for 
modern lifestyles. We combine classic, simple design, fine craftsmanship, 
natural materials, and affordab le prices to offer outstanding value. 
roomandboard.com 

• The Modern Fan Company stands alone in bringing orig inal d esig n and 
innovation to the ceiling fan industry. The designs ce lebrate the modern 
id iom through mechanical sim plif ication, geometric forms, and contempo­
rary finishes. The Modern Fan Company is the only source for 21st-century 
ceiling fans. modernfan.com 

MONROVIA' 
i.'JGROWERS 

Monrovia"' Growers are the healthiest, hardiest, most beautiful p lants 
guaranteed to make your garden thrive! Ra ised in exclusively formulated, 
nutrient-rich organic soil, our p lants are the strongest. With more than 
2,200 variet ies- from low maintenance to high fashion- we have something 
for everybody and every gard en style. monrovia.com 

emma gardner design 
Emma Gardner Design, LLC. is a design and development company that 
produces fine contemporary interior products for use in resid ential, office, 
and hospitality spaces. Honors in 2007 included an Interior Desig n Best 
of Year Merit Award and two llDEX/ Neocon Innovation Awards. For more 
informat io n and showrooms, p lease visit emmagardnerdesign.com. 

11JENN-AIR. 
Jenn-Air· o ffers a full line o f bui lt-in appliances designed for the 
passionate home gourmet. For more information, visit jennair.com 
or call 800-JENN-AIR. 

eHermanMillerfor the Home 

Herman Miller for the Home offers modern classics as well as home office seat­
ing through our nationwide network o f consumer and online stores. 
Visit hermanmiller.com/hmhome. 

(9"caesarstone· 
Quartz Surfaces 

Developed in partnership with Mother Nature, CaesarStone quartz surfaces 
take concept to reality as the perfect blend of fo rm and function. 
Visit caesarstoneus.com or call 877-978-2789. 

cappelii 
Founded in 1946, Cappellini is a launch pad for great international designers. 
Some Cappellini products are exhib ited in the world's premier museums. In 
2004, Cappellini became part o f Poltrona Frau, pilot ing the project for a "new 
quality center." cappellini.it 

[ill] ~,~.Qf.ORTE 
Neoporte Modern Door manufactures and designs contemporary stainless­
steel entry door systems using the finest-quality materials, ensuring every 
Neoporte door wi ll last a lifet ime. neoporte.com 





Back to Basics 
November 2009 
1Z 
Editor's Note 

ll 
Heart of the Country 
City mouse and country mouse have long 
had their differences, but there's com­
mon ground to be found between the two. 
From inner-city farmers' markets to world­
class museums in backwoods hamlets, we 
explore the new urban-rural connection. 

Dwellings 

ZB 
Farm Fresh 
Small family farms face tough times, but on 
Joanna and Geoff Mourning's agricultural 
acres, rows of seedlings thrive. In their 
modern Iowa farmhouse, they don't mind 
that farming keeps them close to home. 
Story by Georgina Gustin 
Photos by Marie Mahaney 

8..6 
Greener Pasture 
Though some might see Parisian archi­
tect Jean-Baptiste Barache's off-the-grid 
Normandy hideaway as architecture verte, 
in truth he is angling to add another virtue 
to L.iberte, egalite, fraternite: simplicite. 
Story by Michelle Hoffman 
Photos by Celine Clanet 

9..4 
New Grass Roots 
At their country house designed by ace 
Chicago firm Urbanlab in the tiny town of 
Hennepin, Illinois, city slickers Diane Pascal 
and Thomas Richie have learned a thing 
or two about living on the land. 
Story by Ryan Blitstein 
Photos by Christopher Sturman 

102 
First-Class Cabins 
Abe Lincoln's childhood home may have 
defined the cabin category, but these five 
projects proclaim the new modern cabin, 
capitalizing on today's comforts while 
saluting the style's rustic beginnings. 
Story by Miyoko Ohtake and 
Jordan Kushins 

Cover: Barache Residence, 
Normandy, France, page 86 
Photo by Celine Clanet 
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Get the whole story at lexus.comlhs. 

Physically, philosophically, it 1s 1mposs1ble to lu!ly assess the HS 
Hybrid using only an antiquated measuring stick, like horsepower 
Indeed, there is a new kind of power 1n the HS, and ifs not 1ust 
confined to the engine 

•2010 EPA MPG Estimates 35/34/35 City/Hlghwoy/Combined. Actual mileage will , ary. Vehicle shown with opt1onal equipment, Q200Q Le •us. 



GIGABYTES 
Power and efficiency come 
together in over 20 available 
on board computer systems in the 
HS, which monitor, assist and help 
improve driver experience. 
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Total System 
Horsepower: 187 

Gasoline / 147HP 

"~ \ \\'\. 
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I \ \ \ \ \ \ 1 HORSEPOWER 
Power and efficiency come together 
in the fourth and latest hybrid from 
Lexus, the new HS 250h, delivering 

1

187 total system horsepower and 35 
EPA MPG combined rating~ 

GIGABYTES OR HORSEPOWER? 
HOW DO YOU JUDGE THE NEXT 

GENERATION OF AUTOMOBILES? 
HELLO SOMEDAY 

THE FIRST-EVER HS HYBRID. ® 



GEICO is the third-largest private passenger auto insurer in the United States based on 2008 market share data as reported by the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners, March 2009. At December 31. 2008 Government Employees Insurance Company had admitted assets of $12.5 billion, and policyholder surplus of $4.1 
billion (including $33.4 million in paid up capital stock). Total liabilities were $8.4 billion, including $7. 7 billion in reserves. Additional information is available at: http://www. 
geico.com/ aboutjcorporate/ financial-information. Government Employees Insurance Co. - GEICO General Insurance Co. · GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Co. These 
companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO: Washington, D.C. 20076. GEICO Gecko image © 1999 - 2009. © 2009 GEICO 
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Letters 

In the Modern World 
Scope out what you missed (or revisit what 
you loved) at Dwell on Design 2009, then 
scratch the surface of Material ConneXion's 
vast library of new materials. 

4-9 
My House 
Nearly 200 years after her ancestors settled 
in southern Indiana, Lauren Ewing returned 
to her family land and built herself a true· 
blue American country house. 

56 
Off the Grid 
Passive House may not sound like a hard· 
hitting solution for a carbon-neutral future, 
but this German green building standard 
has proven its might. 

60 
Dwell Reports 
Though the contents of every cassette, LP, 
and VHS tape you've ever owned can now 
fit inside a gadget the size of a tie clip, 
your plasma TV and subwoofer still need 
a resting place. Film archivist Rick Prelinger 
helps us evaluate modern media storage. 

.66 
Detour 
Estonian designer Veronika Valk takes 
us on a tour of Tallinn and explains how 
Scandinavian and Soviet styles have 
shaped the design identity of Europe's 
2011 Cultural Capital. 

"My memories of the countryside 
are of houses that are cold in winter 
and in the summer, hot. It's not 
unpleasant to actually experience 
the seasons." 

Jean-Baptiste Barache 
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112 
Design Finder 
In a small shop in Amsterdam called the 
Frozen Fountain, Cok de Rooy has earned 
a big reputation for stocking the shelves 
with exceptional design from both around 
the world and down the street. 

1.l.4 
Essay 
The cathedrals, mosques, and synagogues 
of the Old World still occupy the most hal· 
lowed ground of ecclesiastical architecture, 
but a rather unorthodox American sect 
can lay claim to the best in modern sacred· 
space design: the Unitarian Universalists. 

12Z 
Sourcing 
Instead of spending hours scouring 
the Internet for your favorite magazine 
finds, flip to the Sourcing section for a 
direct connection to the modern goods 
you're after. 

128 
Finishing Touch 
Before the Jacuzzi or claw-foot bathtub, 
getting clean required a snivery dip into 
a troughlike bucket. Patricia Urquiola 
warms up the rustic steel tub with teak 
finishes .and hot-water hookups. 





EDITOR' S NOTE 

Up on the Farm 

Point your cursor to any corner of the Internet spec­
ializing in speculations on the future of architecture 
and design, and you will likely stumble upon hoards of 
highly developed and intricately rendered schemes for 
"vertical farming." Not unlike the way in which tart 
frozen yogurt, cupcakes, pork belly, and mobile eateries 
have all become unlikely culinary phenomena, vertical 
farms appear to have usurped the collective conscious­
ness of imaginative designers everywhere. Leaving 
aside the questions of who would own and be respon­
sible for the things, they're an attractive solution to 
a number of issues-food supply and demand, sustain­
able farming practices, water and energy consumption, 
and shipping costs among them.As more of us find 
ourselves living in metropolises, where our food will 
come from and who will produce it become ever more 
pressing questions. These vertical farms-multistory 
urban sites with crops and vegetables growing in green­
houselike conditions in their upper levels and livestock 
and fish thriving below-could conceivably alleviate 
many of those issues. But in reality, high-rises stocked 
with Swiss chard, soybeans, and Oven Stuffer Roasters 
are still closer to science fiction than science fact. 

Though today's vertical farms may well go the way of 
yesterday's walking cities, there are a number of prom­
ising developments that point to a symbiosis of urbanism 
and agriculture. Look no further than New York City, of 
all places. There you'll find what is perhaps the most 
exciting and improbable design achievement of the last 
decade~ the High Line, a decommissioned elevated rail­
way on Manhattan's West Side that was transformed into 
a public park. Still in its first season, the High Line has 
been an overwhelming success, attracting city dwellers 
and tourists-even spurring on a minor architectural 
revolution at its edges. (Frank Gehry, James Polshek, 
and Neil Denari have all completed projects adjacent 
to the High Line, and more are in the works from the 

Sam Grawe, Editor·in·Chief 
sam@dwell.com 

Dwell 

likes of Jean Nouvel and Shigeru Ban.) While the park 
doesn't yet contain vegetable gardens or chicken coops, 
its success reveals that there's a huge appetite for this 
kind of transformation and that, with some creativity, 
there is always a bit more space for nature even in 
a densely packed city. 

A little way up the Hudson, floating next to a pier 
in Yonkers, New York, you'll find the Science Barge, 
a prototype for a sustainable farm and education center, 
and probably the closest thing we have yet to a vertical 
farm. Powered by photovoltaics, the barge's hydroponic 
greenhouses grow tomatoes, cucumbers, and lettuce 
without net carbon emissions, pesticides, or runoff. 
At an achievable scale (think rooftops), it's a promising 
model for how urban farms could operate. 

Examples such as these demonstrate how what 
has traditionally been the domain of the countryside 
is infiltrating the city-and the city in turn can have 
positive effects on rural areas. Organizations like 
New York's Just Food are establishing community­
supported agriculture by matching farmers with 
neighborhood groups. In the winter, the farmer sells 
shares in his upcoming harvest, and during the spring, 
summer, and fall, shareholders reap the benefits 
with weekly deliveries of fresh vegetables from that 
farm. It's an easily expandable system with clear 
benefits for all parties involved. 

Right now, these instances may seem the odd 
exceptions; it's clear, however, that for both our cities 
and countrysides to continue to function en masse, 
the lines between what was once urban and once rural 
must become increasingly blurred. In this issue, we 
look at the role design is already playing in that inter­
section, though the most exciting developments may 
be yet to come. I look forward to the day when a presti­
gious firm's client list includes not only developers 
and philanthropists but also goats, chickens, and bees.11m1 
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)\/ell95, Located in 

NYC's Financial District, 

delivers the first Luxury 

rentals from yoo by 

Starck. With a variety 

of floor plans and 

fully-furnished suites, 

Dwell95 expresses an 

iconic sense of style 
through refined ame­

nities and flawlessly 

executed details. 

Dwell magazine congratulates 

designer Philippe Starck and the 

yoo by Starck team for articulat­

ing this unique definition of home 

created exclusively for uncom­

promising urban dwellers. 

Take a Look around, visit: 

iv ell95.com 
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Wishing you a lovely holiday and splendid new year! 

the Bennett family 
Jennifer, Adam and Ellie 

Luxe holiday photo cards, party invitations, and menus. 
Minted.com delivers fresh designs from indie designers printed on luxuriously thick paper, 

for cards that will be remembered long after the holidays are over. Be unique. Get minted. 

:inte 
TM 

• Cardd0$IQl'IS: 
Float+Peace by Float Papefle 
Modetn '°""I>/ Oscar+Etmm Ooslgtl 
Copyrigh! 0 2009 Minta<! LLC JI All A1gh1S RosoNOd m ., nted com I Receive 10% off holiday cards with code DMH untll 12/15 

• Receive 20% off baby+kids items with code DMB until 11/15 



LETTERS 

I always enjoy the Editor's Note, which 

gets my magazine reading off on the 
right foot each issue. The hea lthy mix 

of intelligent and witty commentary 
is the perfect introduction to the 

theme. The September 2009 letter 

("The Wright Stuff") was so re latable 
that I couldn't resist adding a few 

notes of my own. 

Growing up the daughter of two 
landscape architects and the grand­

daughter of an architect, architectural 

l iteracy wasn't optional for me. To be 

an active part of the family, I needed 

to speak the language, and it was 
the works of Frank Lloyd Wright that 

taught it to me. Wright has always 
been a favorite of my parents .. and I 
started visiting his bui ldings on fami ly 

vacations at the tender age of four. 
Designating our holiday t ime for 

Wrightian road trips didn't wow my 

peers- and there was a time when 
I probably would have chosen Disney­

land over Taliesin-but those thoughts 

were fast and fleeting. Wright became 

the benchmark for my own design aes­
thetic, and I happily accepted it and 

grew to appreciate it differently with 
age and experience. 

Now, as a student of landscape 
architecture (I tried to stray into jour­

nalism, but the profession is inbred 

and I was pulled back in), I look back 

to Wright to direct my work. This 
ongoing search for inspiration is why 
I chose Copenhagen, Denma rk, for 

my semester abroad this past spring. 

The city's pedestrian scale and love 

of bicycles was enough to d raw me in, 

but the force of Scandinavian design 
sanctioned my choice. I arrived early 
on the first of January, jetlagged and 
bleary-eyed, and was dropped off with 
luggage far heavier than mys.elf. After 

I paid the cab driver and managed to 
get my knapsack onto my back with­

out falling over, I looked up in the 
early morning light for my first view 

of my new home: the Mountain 
Dwellings. This colossal, shiny, angular 

building towered over me as I stood 

in awe of my luck at being able to call 
this home for the next six months. 

Unfortunately, in all of my cross­

Atlantic and post-New Year's Eve con­

fusion, I had misread the address, and 

22 November 2009 

I actually ended up living in a standard 
student residence across the street. 

My disappointment was overshadowed 

by the excitement of living in Denmark, 
and I d id get to know the Mountain 

Dwellings during my neighborhood 
jogs. I was continually impressed by 

the memories of Wright that the build­

ing generated for me. The reminder 

of just how transcendent design can 
be was extremely encouraging for me. 

After reading the September Editor's 
Note, I take comfort in knowing that 

a gratit ude for the new interpretation 

of Wright's thoughts is widespread. 

Kate Nelischer 
Guelph, Ontario 

I read the article "The 3107 Chair" 
(September 2009) and was awed by 

how a chair that was designed 54 

years ago can still look like it was 
designed yesterday. Your outlining of 

the process of how each Series 7 chair 

is manufactured made me a fan of 

Arne Jacobsen. A week after I read the 
article, I saw an ad on Craigslist for 

four used 3107 chairs for a steal of a 
price and found myself armed with 
the knowledge to prove that the chairs 

were authentic. I am now a proud 
owner of five- the seller found an 

extra chair in her garage- authentic 

beech-colored 3107 chairs that Fritz 

Hansen produced in 1998. 

Monico J . Ma niquiz Jr. 
Granada Hills, California 

What is the monorail light ing fixture 

hanging in David Mazza's kitchen in the 

September 2009 feature on the Taylor 

Gourmet in Washington, DC ("Hoagies' 
Heroes")? It's just what I have been 

searching for. 

Lena Leichtling 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, California 

Editors' Nole' The fixture is the Cesium 
ceiling spotlight from Ikea, which retails 
for about $40 in the U.S. 

In the September 2009 issue ("Product 
Design 101 "), Grant Petersen recom­

mends "infrastructure-cities and laws 

and support-for the b icycle and 

against the tar." A very elegant solu­

tion exists in Munich, Germany. There, 

the bicycle lanes are placed between 
parked cars and the sidewalks, as 
opposed to the way it's done in the 

United States, by placing the bicycle 
lanes between parked cars and the 

road. This arrangement accomplishes 

a few things immediately, such as 
the riders being protected from 

highly distracted drivers by a barrier 

of parked cars. 

Cars in this country are mainly 
used for single-occupant transpor­

tation; therefore the frequency of 
car doors being opened into the 
bike lane is low. It's a simple, elegant 

design solution. 

Jon Ubick 
Pacific Palisades, California 

When my wife and I purchased our 
first house in 1989, it was referred 

to as a "starter home" because 
of its small size (980 square feet) 

and age (bui lt in 1956). At the time, 

we bought into that notion, but as 
time progressed and we g rew to 
know our neighbors, we really began 
to love our manageable little house, 

which was just right for three after our 

son was born. 
We added a small family room and 

enclosed a carport- both of which 

added significant value t o the house­

and now our "people per square foot" 

ratio is as good as families with four 
kids in a much larger home. By living 

with a very budget-friendly mortgage, 
we've been able to buy another small 

home (a 1970s-era A-frame) about 
an hour out of town that we enjoy 

immensely on long weekends. Like 
your Think Smaller (June 2009) issue, 11~ 
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and especially in light of the current 

housing and economic environment, 

we prefer to think of our little house 

as a "smarter home." 

Danny Hommes 
St. Charles, Missouri 

Being long-term, overseas subscrib­

ers, we were finally able to make it to 

Dwell on Design in Los Angeles this 

year (June 26-28, 2009). We regis­

tered for both of the home tours on 
Saturday and Sunday, which, of 

course, were great and showed the 

pearls that are hidden even in a beast 

of a city l ike Los Angeles. The only 

downside was that although we start­

ed the tours at 9:30 a.m. each day, we 
didn't make it to the exhibition hall 
and show floor unt il 4 p.m., leaving us 

with only a few hours there. I assume 

other visitors who wanted to enjoy 

both the tour and the show ran into 
similar situations. 

Otherwise, we had two perfect 

Southern Californ ia days, and we will 

definitely come again if possible. 

Carola and Ralf Rohrle 
Hochstadt, Germany 

Being an interior designer and renova­
tor who specializes in window treat­

ments, I really appreciated "At Home 

in the Zone" (May 2009). I found it 

interesting that you mentioned (twice, 

in fact!) the importance of choosing 
energy-efficient window treatments 

and stressed that it would be prudent 

to consult a window-treatment spe­

cialist. I presented a seminar just 

yesterday on green design and was 

proud to use that very article in my talk. 
This very important aspect of green 

decor is one that should be talked 
about more often, especially in light 

of all the companies that are now 

making the effort to be more environ­
mentally conscious, not only in what 

their products are made of but also 

how they are manufactured. I look 

forward to reading (and learning) 
more in the future! 

Nick Nixon 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina 

I've read Sam Grawe's Editor's Note 

from the April 2009 issue numerous 

times-from when I began a search to 

purchase a property, to when I moved 

al l of my belongings out of my rental 
and into a 1 O-by-12-foot storage unit, 

to the numerous property tours, an 

offer made, and an offer rejected. The 

task of house hunting can be quite 

daunting. You were right. There was one 
thing that kept me determined to find a 

place to call home: that thread of hope. 
I've now found my home, my blank 

canvas to fill. After purchase agree­

ments; homeowner's, flood, and hur­

ricane insurance (the joys of Louisiana); 
lending agreements; inspections; 



appraisals; and closings, the mountain 
looks high, I'm near the top, and I can't 
wait to enjoy the view. "Take a deep 

breath; it can be done." 
Your letter has given me d rive for 

the past several months; I can't thank 
you enough. I tore out the letter and 
I am having it framed as my "Home 
Sweet Home" piece to hang in my 
new house. It truly is an inspiration. 

Hunter Territo 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

A heartfelt thank you to writer Grant 

Gibson and the magazine as a whole 
for the great Prefab (February 2009) 
issue. As an educator trying to expose 
t he new generation of designers to 
innovative and sustainable const ruc­
tion methods, I was excited to see the 
"Swiss Mix" precast-concrete home 
grace your pages. I was so impressed 
with the idea of precast residences 
that I contacted the home's architect, 

Felix Oesch. I had scheduled a spring­
break trip to Europe to tour precast­
concrete buildings and wanted to 
incorporate his architecture into it. 
Too often in the United States, our 
only exposure to precast concrete is 
parking structures. Oesch's designs 
prove that the material is sophisticat­

ed, has great design potential, and 
has a warmth in a very tactile sense. 

I heard back from Oesch almost 
immediately, and not only was he 
interested in the idea, but Elsaesser, 
the concrete manufacturer, and 
Christof Meili, the homeowner, were 
too. Within a month, I had planned 
the the t rip and my colleagues and I 
were touring projects and the state-of­
the-art concrete-manufacturing plant 
and eating lunch with Oesch and Meili 
overlooking the Swiss countryside. 

The tour and our documentation 
of it has proven invaluable in the 
studio classes, and our students pro-

LETTERS 

duced some really wel l-thought-out 
projects with the help of the great 
inspirations we saw in Switzerland 

and that you publish in the pages of 
your magazine. 

John DeSalvo 
Illinois Institute of Technology 
Chicago, Illinois 

Correction: In September 2009's 
"Off the Grid," we incorrectly located 
Boston's iconic weather beacon atop 
the Prudential Tower instead of its 
true position on the Berkeley Building, 

formerly called the John Hancock 
Build ing. We are wicked sorry for 
this blunder. 

Please write to us: 
Dwell Letters 
40 Gold Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
letters@dwell.com • 
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Remembering 
Julius Shulman 
by Raymond Neutra 

Photographic junkets with my father, 
Richard Neutra, and photographer 

Julius Shulman were part of my child­

hood. My father and his apprentices 
would load a few pieces of Neutra­
designed furn iture into the trunk of 
the car, along with some eucalyptus 

branches cut off from one of the trees 

on our small lot, and then we would 

drive off to a recently completed 

building. Julius would arrive in a shiny 
b lack hearselike panel van nicknamed 
Sylvester. While we greeted the owner, 

started moving their unapproved furni­
ture out of the way, and brought my 

dad's furnit ure into the house, Julius 
would unlo;;id several metal boxes, 

floodlights, his tripod, his view camera, 
and his b lack cloth and bring t hem 

into the house. My job was to help 
move the furniture and p lace t he euca­

lyptus branches on the bare ground 

where the garden was to be planted. 
Occasionally I was used as a model. 

Images of a much younger me can be 
found in various architectural books. 

Anyone interested in modern design owes 
a little gratitude to legendary photographer 
Julius Shulman, who passed away in July 

26 November 2009 

My father and Julius discussed the 

composition of each of these shots, 

and there was a great deal of subtle 

moving this way and that so that the 

design elements and landscape fea­

tures were lined up just so or the 
branch of a tree just obscured an ugly 

telephone pole. When a picture had 

been composed and taken and the 

view camera moved, my father would 

often take Julius's place and snap the 

same view as a color slide through the 
enormous wide-angle lens of his Leica. 

As I grew older, I began to notice 

some tension on these outings. My 

father was unusual among Julius's cli­
ents in that he always came along on 

the shoots and involved himself in the 
composition of each shot. By the t ime 

I was a teenager, Julius had become a 
famous photographer and had devel­

oped his own ideas on how best to 

approach his job. However, my father 

had a clear idea about what story he 

wanted the images to tell. Half a cen­

tury later, Julius remembered my 

father's interventions as a fruitless 
activity that he had to tolerate. "Your 

father was the one who adjusted back 

and forth to his satisfaction," he told 
me recently. "Then he would move on 
to the next shot and I would quietly 

move the camera back to the compo­
sition I had seen with my eyes before 

I even had placed the camera." I was 
astounded to learn that Julius framed 
each composition in his mind long 

before ducking under the black cloth. 

He recalled the particular instance 

of shooting the Kaufmann House in 

Palm Springs: "I noticed the alpine 
glow on the mountains to the east and 

looked up at the house with the sil­
houetted mountains to the west, 

behind which the sun had just set. I 
knew that I had a wonderful shot. I ran 

indoors and grabbed my camera on 

its tripod, slung my photography bag 

over my other shoulder, and hurried 
toward the open sliding glass door. 

Your father tried to grab my arm to 

detain me from going outside so I 
could continue shooting the interior, 

but I shook off his arm and rushed 
past the spot where I had realized that 

a great shot was in the offing and con­
t inued on another 20 feet or so, past 

at the age of 98. Shulman's images are as 
iconic as the buildings they documented 
and represent the zeitgeist of an important 

the Van Keppel-Green lounge chairs, 

and, wheeling about, set down the 

camera and made my shot." 

In recent years, I took to visit ing 

Julius whenever I was down in Los 
Angeles. In 2007, I called him up to 

wish him a happy 97th birthday and 

asked him if he could spare some t ime 
the next morning to give me advice 

about assembling a fund raising com­

mittee of architectural aficionados to 
deal with a fi nancial crisis (now 
resolved) related t o the Richard and 

Dion Neut ra Van der l.eeuw (VDL) stu­

d ios and residences designed by my 

father and brother on Silver Lake 
Boulevard in Los Angeles. Julius gen­

erously agreed to be the first member 
of that honorary committee. 

Late in 2008, Julius again offered his 

help to those of us who were working 

to restore and endow the VDL studios 

and residences: He g raciously agreed 

to authorize the production of 35 d igi­

ta l archival double-size prints of a 

photograph that he had taken in the 

late 1960s of my father sitting next to 
the rooftop reflecting pool at VDL. 

(These numbered prints are avai lable 
to those who give leadership-level 
gifts to the VDL restoration campaign.) 

In their many years of collaboration, 
Julius told me, my father was usually 

reluctant to appear in the photo­
graphs. He d idn't want the eye to be 
diverted from the design. In this case, 

sitting low and unobtrusively in the 

picture's composition, he relented. 

My last visit to Julius was with my 

wife a few months before he died. He 

was frailer then but still ful l of humor. 
At my urging, he told us about the 
landslide that once occurred at his 
home after heavy rains. One slide 

trapped him in rubble at his garage 
but, in retrospect, saved him from 

being kil led by a second slide that 
engulfed his front door. Luck and 

Raphael Soriano's fine engineering 
saved Julius so that he could serve as 

witness, documentarian, and advocate 
for modern architecture for another 

half century. As we left, Julius grabbed 
my wife's hand. "Stay beautiful!" he 

said. Ah, Julius, we will miss you ! • · 

neutra-vdl.org 

chapter in design history. Dwell visited 
Shulman in his Raphael Soriano-designed 
home for our October 2007 issue. 

Dwell 
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Now online ... 

Eats Roots and Seeds 
Whether sowing fertile ground within 
the city limits or tilling broad swaths 

of rura l soil, a growing number of 

people are embracing the ways of the 
small farmer. This month on dwell.com, 

we're mapping small farms across 
the United States, where d irt under 

the fingernai ls and sweat on the brow 

mean self-sufficiency, sustainability, 

and unbeatably delicious homegrown 
food. Help us build out the map at 

dwell.com/small-farms. 

Farmhouse Redux 
Media coverage of modern design 

often focuses on metropolitan areas, 
but there's plenty of astute architecture 

to be found in far-flung farmland. 
Hop onto dwell.com for November's 

exclusive online feature, in which 

architect Chad Everhart converts a 

Depression-era North Carolina farm­
house into a barnlike modern home 

for himself and h is wife (below). 
dwell.com/farmhouse-redux 

@ When you see t:his symbol, head 
to dwell . com for extended 
slideshows, interviews, and more . 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Jeanine Barone 
Writer Jeanine Barone and her Mac 

were never far from a wireless network 

while writing this month's "Detour" 

(p. 66), even when wandering t he nar­

row medieval al leys in Tall inn's O ld 

Town. Back in New York City, as she 
stood in line for four hours to vote 
in the 2008 presidential e lection, she 

frustrated her fellow queuers by 
informing them that Tallinn residents 

vote without leaving their l iving rooms. 

Ryan Blitstein 
Ryan Blitstein is a free lance writer and 

contributing editor at Miller-McCune. 

Until a few months ago, he'd never 

heard of the town of Hennepin, 

Illinois- even though it's only two 

hours from his Chicago flat. On his 
visit t o the X House in Hennepin ("New 

Grass Roots," p. 94), Blitstein was as 
wowed by the wetlands as he was by 

the home. 

Celine Clanet 
Photographer Celine Clanet l ives in 
Paris but has regularly traveled to 

Lapland, Finland, for her photo project 

Maze. There, she has survived the 
harsh below-zero weather in a /avvu 
(the teepeelike tent of the indigenous 

Sarni people). There was no dry re in­
deer meat at Jean-Baptiste Barache's 

house in Normandy, France ("Greener 
Pasture," p. 86), but there was a /avvu­

like quality about his wooden home. 

Jacob Gordon 
Jacob Gordon is a Nashville-based 

writer and Treehugger contributor who, 
with his fiancee, is at the end of a 

(seemingly endless) green rehab of 
a 1900-era southern Victorian. For this 
month's "Off the Grid" (p. 56), he trav­

eled to Frankfurt, where he t oured 
amazing homes, schools, gyms, and 

student dorms al l built to the Passive 

House st andard, which use 90 percent 

less energy than typical bui ld ings. 

Drew Himmelstein 
Drew Himmelstein is a writer living in 

San Francisco who reports frequently 
about religion. To learn about mod­
ern design in Unit arian Universalist 
churches ("Essay," p. 11 4), she spoke 

to clergy, arcliitects, and historians 

about the chal lenges and opportuni­

t ies involved in creating sacred spaces. 

She also concluded that Unit arians 

m ig ht just be the nicest flock around. 

William Lamb 
A question from a hotel bartender­
"What the hell are you doing in 
Vincennes, lndiana?"-was writer 

Will iam Lamb's cue to d ish about the 

shotgun-style house with a modernist 
flair that Lauren Ewing had designed 

and built on ner fami ly's farm property 

nearby ("My House," p. 49). The trip 

to the southwestern Indiana country­

side was a welcome break for Lamb, 

who lives and works in New Jersey. 

Mark Mahaney 
Though he hails from the Midwest, 
photographer Mark Mahaney had 

never been to Iowa before he left his 

home in Brooklyn to shoot the Yum 

Yum Farm ("Farm Fresh," p. 78). 
Mahaney loves to eat (and grows 

his own vegetables on his porch), 
so the highlight of the trip was t he 

home-cooked meals prepared by 
homeowner Joanna Mourning using 

local and organic ingredients. 

Jens Passoth 
Berl in-based photographer Jens 
Passoth's preferred subjects are 

people and buildings. He was able 
to combine his two interests when 

he traveled to Tall inn to shoot this 
month's "Detour" (p. 66). "I could feel 

the strong Russian influence in Tallinn 

but also a sense of departure from 
that in areas l ike the Rotermann 
Quarter," Passoth says. "The mix 
makes the city very interesting." 

Alex Subrizi 
Alex Subrizi is a photographer l iv ing 

in Switzerland. During his overnight 

t rain trip to Amsterdam to shoot the 
Frozen Fountain owner Cok de Rooy 

("Design Finder," p . 112), he dreamed 

that rising sea levels had swallowed 
the Dutch capital. Subrizi was re lieved 

to find the water in Amsterdam stil l 
confined to the canals upon his arrival 
but has resolved henceforth to travel 
with his camera in a wat erproof case. Ill 

Dwell 
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avic CUitural Center, a concrete 
beacon that plays host to a 
wealth of the prefecture's com­
munity activities. The building 

November1 

ing's music studios, theaters, 
galleries, tea rooms, and library. 
chiaki-arai .com 

Richard Neutra, Architect: Sketches and 
Drawings closes at the Los Angeles Public 
Library's Getty Gallery. W1L.su9 

,._ ,, ,,,,._ 
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Dwell on 
Design '09 
This past June, Dwell descended on Los Angeles 
to bring the best of modern design to the City 

of Angels for the fourth-annual Dwell on Design. 

We fi l led the L.A. Convention Center with a 

lively exhibition floor and offered two theaters 

packed with exciting programming and panel 

discussions. Extending out from our down-

town hub, we took to the streets with the city's 

first-ever Mobile Restaurant Row and Night 

at the Movies at the Geffen Contemporary at 
MOCA and two full days of home tours that 

stretched from Montecito Heights t o Mar Vista. 

November1 
Remembering Jan Kaplicf<Y, Architect of 
the Future closes at the Design Museum in 
London. designmuseum.org 

32 November 2009 

Keynote Speaker Daniel Pink 
Charles and Ray Eames didn't 
just have designing down pat; 
they also knew how to run 
an effective office, as keynote 
speaker Daniel Pink, the New 
York Times best-selling author 
of A Whole New Mind: Why Right­
Brainers Will Rule the FUture, told 
the Dwell on Design audience. 
The dynamic Eames duo crafted 
a creative workplace by empha­
sizing autonomy, mastery, and 

November4 

purpose: three factors, Pink said, 
that encourage success and act as 
the foundation for what he dubs 
"Motivation 3.0." Pink believes 
in seeking out novel challenges 
and exercising personal capacity 
to le.am and explore, instead 
of relying on outside encourage­
ment or merit-based bonuses 
(although we'll argue that positive 
reinforcement and a promotion 
neve r hurts). 

The Gypsy Modernists: Architecture and 
Design after Otto Neurath opens at the 
MAK Center Los Angeles. makcenter.org 

Dwell 
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Dwell Outdoor 
Dwell Outdoor transformed 
the exhibition floor into a lush 
landscape of planters, prefabs, 
shrubs, and sheds. With solar 
panels and umbrellas overhead 
and patio furniture on display 
for resting weary feet, this green 
oasis showcased the latest in 
exterior design. 

Novembers 

DWELL ON DESIGN '09 

Dwell Store 
The carefully curated Dwell Store 
gave attendees the chance to 
walk away with a souvenir, like 
a pendant light or piece of jew­
elry from local design shop A+ R, 
luggage tags from travel boutique 
Flight 001, or a Neutra monograph 
from Skylight Books. 

After leaving the Martin-Gropius· Bau in 
Berlin, Bauhaus 1919-1933 opens at New 
York's Museum of Modem Art. moma.org 

34 November 2009 

Modem Family Zone 
The Modem Family Zone offered 
furniture, art, and accessories 
designed to accommodate (and 
delight) your budding modern­
ist. While parents browsed the 
child-friendly cribs, clocks, 
pillows, and rockers, kids could 
relax in a reading room, make 
like Picasso at the painting table, 
or play with new pals in the 

Gleaming tubs and rows of low­
flow toilets brought the beauty 
of the bathroom out from behind 
closed doors. (ubove und right) 

on the floor but their heads 
in the Clouds, modular textiles 
designed by Erwan and Ronan 
Bouroullec for Ligne Roset. (left) 

November 10 

interactive area. The Little "e" 
modern playhouse (pictured), 
designed by Jonathan Davis 
of piece Homes, was donated to 
Rebuilding Together Penin­
sula, an organization dedicated 
to rehabilitating homes and 
community facilities for low­
income families. 

Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future opens 
at the Museum of the City of New York. 
mcny.org 

Dwell 



70" for 6 -· 94 ., •• tar . ...... ,... tar ....... 
Functionality for the~ .... 

CALIFORNIA BLUEPRINT LOS ANGELES (323)653-2439 HOLD IT CONTEMPORARY HOME SAN DIEGO (619)295-6660 FLORIDA 
DESIGN DEPOT FURNITURE MIAMI (305)669-1840 CONCEPTO MODERN LIVING FORT LAUDERDALE (954)567-3403 GEORGIA BOVA 
CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE ATLANTA (770)242-6666 ILLINOIS EUROPEAN FURNITURE CHICAGO (800)243-1955 MARYLAND 
CALLIGARIS SHOP BY PAD - SU CASA BALTIMORE (410)563-4723 BOVA CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE BELTSVILLE 
(301)210-5410 NEW JERSEY CALLIGARIS SHOP BY HOUSE OF NORWAY FAIRFIELD (973)227-3367 NEW YORK 
CALLIGARIS SHOP BY AKO BROOKLYN (718)265-31 11 CALLIGARIS SHOP BY JENSEN LEWIS MANHATIAN 
(212)929-7599 NORTH CAROLINA AMBIENTE INTERNATIONAL RALEIGH (919)572-2870 OHIO BOVA FURNITURE CINCINNATI 
(513)247-9100 PENNSYLVANIA CALLIGARIS SHOP BY MR.BARSTOOL PHILADELPHIA (215)925-4800 VIRGINIA LA DIFFERENCE 
RICHMOND (800)642-5074 BOVA CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE FALLS CHURCH (703)205-0755 WASHINGTON CALLIGARIS SHOP 
BY ALCHEMY COLLECTIONS SEATILE (206)381-8305 WISCONSIN RUBINS FURNITURE MADISON/MILWAUKEE (608)255-8998 

discover our new 2009 home collection at WWW. cal I igaris. us 



IN THE MODERN WORLD DWELL ON DESIGN '09 

~ . . ;; 

• • • • 
~ > • ' • • • -1' . 

...r -... ~ j 

Dror for Target 
Unveiled in June, the limited­
edition Dror forTarget line 
brought together the Minnesota­
based retailer and designer 
Dror Benshetrit, whose client list 
includes big names like Boffi 
and Cappellini. The collection 
offered affordable, multipurpose 
furniture and accessories for 
homes and compact offices. Prod­
ucts were on display in a Logical 
Homes prefab pavilion. 

Kitchen Ecology: 
Recipes for Good Design 
Dwell partnered with vanguard 
art, design, and architecture 
website Designboom to serve up 
the most innovative develop­
ments in the kitchen. This curat­
ed exhibition featured upcoming 
international designers who 
discussed ways of transforming 
the kitchen's impact on the 
environment- both inside the 
home and beyond. Featuring 

November 20 

Coo Iha us 
The ice-cream-sandwich special­
ists at Coolhaus prepared two 
exclusive flavors for the event: 
Orange Julius Shulman- in 
honor of our special screening 
of Visual Acoustics: The Modern­

ism of Julius Shulman- and Louis 
Kahnteloupe- the winning entry 
of Dwell's competition to name 
the next Coolhaus flavor. (right) 

clocks powered by soil, soap 
dispensed from old plastic 
bottles, terra-cotta bowls with 
natural cooling features, and 
potato-starch toothpicks, the 
display proved that the modem 
kitchen is evolving far beyond 
a space designed merely for 
making food. 

Chicago Model City closes at the Chicago 
Architecture Foundation's Atrium Gallery. 
architecture.Ora 
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Home Tours 
From the Westside to the east 
side, we can't help but love all of 
you, Los Angeles. Twelve gener­
ous homeowners on both sides of 
the east-west divide opened their 
doors to over 800 houseguests 
who took our two weekend 
tours. Visitors from all across the 
country were given an up-close 
look at modem design on the 
leafy, palm tree-lined streets of 
Los Angeles. The Baxter Resi-

November30 

Mobile Eatery Row 
Hungry filmophiles took to the 
Geffen Contemporary at MOCA's 
courtyard on a bright, balmy 
evening for red velvet cupcakes, 
grass-fed beef hot dogs, sweet 
potato fries, and more served out 
of L.A.'s finest mobile eateries. 
After dinner, the sated crowd 
cozied up for a double-feature 
night at the movies. (above) 

denc,e, by Barbara Bestor 
Architects (above), gave design 
enthusiasts a clear view of 
the Silver Lake hills on a sunny 
SoCal Saturday. 

What Was Good Design? MoMA's Message 
1944-1956 closes at the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York, moma,org 

Dwell 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

In Mitchell's Plain township 
in cape Town, South Africa, 
living conditions are harsh. 
The congested urban landscape 
pushes kids into the streets 
to play. Poverty forces reliance 
on found materials for cobbling 
togethershacks.SUJDJDers 
are hot, winters are cold, and 
relentless winds whip about 
the plentiful sand. 

In September 2007, Luyanda 
Mpahlwa, principal of MMA 
Architects, designed a two-story 
house with these factors in mind 
for Design Indaba's lOxlO Low­
Cost Housing Project. The pro­
gram tasked ten building teams 
to create attractive, affordable 
housing schemes using innova­
tive solutions. In the end, ten 
of Mpahlwa's designs were built. 

Mpahlwa took inspiration 
from the vernacular architecture 
of his youth in a rural part of the 

Eastern Cape, where people built 
homes from mud, water, and 
timber, to transform what is gen­
erally considered a nuisance­
the abundance of sand- into an 
invaluable resource for holding 
down a house. Unskilled laborers 
packed bags full of sand and 
piled them between pieces of 
pine timber and galvanized metal 
to create and fill the frames. 
They plastered wire mesh on the 
exteriors, giving the buildings as 
solid and finished a look as those 
constructed of bricks or concrete. 

Though the design itself was 
a success, the lack of economies 
of scale made it a challenge to 
keep the construction costs low. 
About 1,000 homes would have 
needed to be built to keep the 
price tag at the original budget 
of $6,175 per house. Instead the 
costs came in at over $10,000. 

Artist Hans Jonkers, who pre­
viously lived in a shack with 
his wife, Olga, and six children, 
was initially wary of calling 
a house built of sand home. But 
once he understood the new 
building system, he was more 
than happy to move in through 
the cherry-red front door. Con­
crete, which is often made using 
sand as an aggregate, isn't about 
to lose its status in South Africa 
any time soon, but for these 
first-time homeowners, sand in 
any other form is just as sweet. 
-llebecca L. Weber 

mmaa:rch .co.za 
designindaba. com 

Nice Modernist 
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Emiliano Godoy 
sustainable design isn't merely a catchphrase for Mexico City-llased 
industrial designer Emiliano Golfqy. 71ie density and environmental 

tensions of the megalopolis he calls home have bot h challenged and 
inspired him to pursue responsible usign derisions with his firm, 

Golfqylab, and eco-friendly production practices with Pirwi, the furni­
ture company he launched with AJ.;andro Castro in 2007. 

Ideal working environment: 

A quiet place with no cell­
phone reception or email that 
has an amazing coffee machine, 

shortbread cookies, and great 
hi-fi audio equipment. 

Lucky break: Still waiting. 
Dream commission: A 

well-funded, open-ended proj­
ect about biological-material 
exploration for design. 

Hero: Buckminster Fuller. 
I really think designers and arch­
itects should revisit the idea 
of "Spaceship Earth" more often. 

Antihero: Lee lacocca. 
So much talent going into the 
wrong industry. 

Irritating buzzword: "Carbon 

offset." It should be mandatory 
and we should call it a "carbon 
tax" instead of making it sound 
like an indulgence that can be 

bought for absolution. 
Highest compliment: 

"I majored in industrial design 
after hearing your lecture." 

A book: Collapse: How Soci­
eties Choose to Fail or Succeed, 
by Jared M. Diamond. The 
relationships he draws between 

a society's behavior and the 
most basic characteristics of its 
surrounding environment are 
enlightening when thinking 
about design and its change­
inducing potential at the design 
and specification stages. 

A film: The Boss of It All, 
by Lars von Trier. I only saw this 

2006 film a few months ago, 
and I think that the idea of ask­
ing oneself out loud- in the 
middle of a meeting- "What 
would my character do now?" 
is hilarious! 

An album: Homonimo, 
by Petr61eo. It's my own band, 
so I'm cheating here. 

Q&A 

" Eureka!" moment: 
When I understood that there 
really is no such place as away, 
just out of sight. 

Worst-ever idea: Never work­

ing under someone else before 
starting my own design office. 
I would've learned so much and 
saved a ton of money and time. 

Best advice: Be patient. You 
will hear stories about instant 
success and heavenly interven­

t ion, but it's a long race and 
there are no shortcuts, so enjoy 
the ride. 

When not designing: Dining 
with my wife, Jimena, or biking 
around town to try out new 
pastry shops. 

Best seat in the house: Hans 
J. Wegner's PP501 from 1949. 
It's still "the chair." Also Louise 
Campbell's Bil le Goes Zen, 
although I haven't sat on it yet. 

Wish I had: Taken business 
administration classes at school 
or studied for an MBA. Juggling 

a design office and a furn iture­
manufacturing plant with no 
formal business training is really 
hard, if not just plain stupid. 

Looking forward to: 
More hours of sleep! 

godoylab. com 
pirwi .com 
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On the one hand, it's gorgeous. 

AVAILABLE BLUETOOTH® WIRELESS TECHNOLOGV1•2 • AVAILABLE use PORT2 .. ALL NEW CAMARO ~ 

1 ror 'lielett ptionP.s rtu• BluE.>tooth wnrrt mark 1 <i re-g1\ten•d lnrTernMk o~· . .,e b., 81u,.,toofh 51G In! dfl j dO'i use of suth ma1k by (hewohH is under 1cense. 
Go to gm.com/blue-tooth to find out which phoni:>'i ;.re comp.H1t,J" w th lhtt v h 11 2 Stand.ltd :.in 2LT IS~. a·JiJdabl~ on 1Lr 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Materialism 
42 November 2009 

@ For mo:re matei:ials visit 
dwell.com/ materialism or 
materialconnexi on.com/ dwell 

Dwell 
c 

r ' j 



304 HP V6 .. 29 MPCi HWV1 .. STARTING AT S23,5302 .. CHEVV.COM/CAMARO .. ALL NEW CAMARO CI;:! 

As shown, $26,480! 1 Based on EPA emmate. 2 MSRP Tax title. license. dealer fees. and opt1onal equ1pment extra. 
Camaro is a registered trademark and Chevy Is a trademark of General Motors. ©2009 General Motors. Buckle up, America! 



IN THE MODERN WORLD 

The Fisher House 
Pittsbu.rgh, Pennsylvania 
FISHER ARCHitecture 
tisherarch.com 

RSH:3 

Gifu, Jupan 
Kuzuhiko Kishimoto for Acaa 
ac-aa.com 

Houses We Love 
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IN THE MODERN WORLD 

Silicon House 
Madrid, Spain 
SelgasCano 
selgascano.com 

Houses We Love 
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customer file 
Arthur Einwiller I Seattle 

- ---------01 My Son's favorite robot, Gary 

02 Dad's Playboy tie tack from the Chicago lea~s 

03 Vintage Pisces tin can matches 

04 The Appalachian Trail in summer of 1992 

05 Danish tray found at an estate sale 

os Rope from my first Yosemite Valley climb 

07 Dad and me circa 1974 

El 

OB 

os My Foscarini Twiggy _X~ tab::_ ~mp from YLighting 

09 Prized Japanese toy train_!rom_ my collec~----~ 
10 Monthly poker game wit~ld_ col~ege buddies 

Visit www.yl i ghting.com for the finest in modern lighting from renowned 

03 

10 

brands such as F oscarini, Moooi, and Flos. 
r I 



Semigood's Rian End Table 
Designed and handmade to 
order at our shop in the USA 
semigoods.com 

Select Products at: 
Maryam Nassir Zadeh 
New York, NY 
123 Norfolk Street 

Ford&Ching 
Oakland, CA 
2828 Filbert Street, Unit 5 

Los Angeles, CA 
718 North Figueroa St. 



Story by William Lamb 
Photos by Kyoko Hamada 
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MY HOUSE 

Lauren Ewing's stylish but unassuming 
shotgun-style house in Vincennes, Indiana, 
is set into a hiill overlooking a field she has 
known since childhood. 

November 2009 49 
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MY HOUSE 

Rattled by 9/ 11 and worn down 
by 34 years in lower Manhattan, 
artist Lauren Ewing wanted to build 
a retreat where she could escape the 
city for a few weeks or months at 
a time. Ewing, a sculptor and Rutgers 
University art professor, considered 
sites in the Northeast but eventually 
turned to the 500-acre property 
in Vincennes, Indiana, that her family 
has farmed since 1806. The house 
she designed-a version of the vener­
able Southern-style shotgun house, 
updated with a modernist flair-has 
given her a place to unwind and 
reconnect with her Midwestern roots. 

so November 2009 

I went away to school when I was 17, 

and for the next 40 years I basically 
came back here occasional ly on 

vacation, and that was it. After 9/11, 
I had witnessed not only my whole 
life but also my whole neighborhood 

and community change overnight. 
I decided to build a house in a p lace 
that was kind of a refuge, where 

I could be self-sufficient if I needed 
to. And I wanted to spend time with 

my brother, Mark, who was just 
seven when I went away to school. 

I had looked in other places. 

I thought, Wel l, I'l l bui ld a house on 

Cape Cod or Long Island, because 
I'm a kayaker and I love the water. And, 
you know, the real estate prices are 
just insane. I wanted to be effic ient 

about what I d id and I built this whole 
house in Indiana for $300,000. 

I've always loved what I cal l "the 

wisdom of poor architecture." I trav­
eled to Louisville, Kentucky, with 

Ewing used Canadian maple for the hallway 
and living-room floors (top), giving them a 
bright, clean look. A built-in shelving system 
borders the hearth, creating functional and 

,. 

my brother, and I realized that it was 

the shotgun house that I really 
loved. It's eccentric in its proportions. 
It's what a kid draws when he draws 
a house; it's an archetype of a house. 
So this is j ust a b ig shotgun house: 
a single gable that runs from end 

to end without any beams and was 

efficient to build. I knew I could get 

60 floor joists that were exactly the 
same and 60 roof t russes that were 

exactly the same and that I could create 
a shape that would remain true. 

This is a two-bedroom house with 

only one bathroom, a kitchen, and 

a very large studio/living room. There 
are decks on both ends-including 
a reading deck off my bedroom. And 
then it has a full basement, which hous­

es one of my studios and is poured 
concrete, so it's wonderfully cool. 

There aren't a lot of windows on the 

front of the house. One of my themes 
was to come into what looks like a 111• 

decorative storage spaces for firewood 
collected on-site. The floor-to-ceiling 
living-room window (bottom) was inspired 
by Philip Johnson's Glass House. 

Dwell 



Comfort test #23: ltf MULTIPLE SIZES FOR EVERY MEMBER OF THE FAMILY. 

ltf SEATS RECLINE INDEPENDENTLY OF EACH OTHER. 

ltf YOUR FAMILY WILL SPEND MORE TIME TOGETHER. 

There is one thing your entire family will agree on: being really, really comfortable. The multiple size options of 
Stressless• offer a fit tailored to every member of the family. The innovative comfort systems provide support 
for your entire body in any position, and the extraordinary composition will support any room design. 
Visit ekornes.com or call 888-EKORNES to find your local Stressless• retailer and take the Comfort Test™ for yourself. 

888-EKORNES 
ekornes.com 

• 

Nestled on a historic dock in the quaint village of Tiburon amongst antique shops and restaurants, the serene 
aesthetics of the Waters Edge Hotel match the peaceful nature of its surroundings. Relax in our tranquil 

guestrooms. Sip wine in the fire-lit lobby. Bask in t he stunning views of the San Francisco Bay from our waterfront 
deck. This hotel is all about capturing the moment, and holding onto it long after you've returned home. 

25 Main Street, Tiburon, CA 94920 877.789.5999 marinhotels.com 
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MY HOUSE 
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closed space and then have the whole 

house open up when you walk in. 

I wanted to make something that 

was going to be easy to take care of, 

too, so I sided the whole house in 
corrugated metal, the kind that's usu­
ally used in the great b ig distribution 

warehouses that you see off highways. 

But I like it because the coatings of 

color are baked on, and the siding has 

a 25-year guarantee. For the exterior 
I picked Wedgwood b lue. The walnut 

trees are yel low and the maples are 

orange and yellow, so it looks abso­
lutely stunning in the fall. It's a very 

cool, very recessive color-almost the 
color of a shadow- so it doesn't 

stand out. It sort of sits back. 
My brother did all the road building, 

landscaping, and t ree clearing . I used 
a local company to make the doors, 

and a glass company that puts win­
dows in grocery stores to do my studio 

window. I used solid Indiana limestone 
for the steps and Indiana sandstone for 

the hearth. The entire house was bui lt 

with local materials and local crafts­
men. These weren't exotic choices, but 

they're practical. 

A leaf-green countertop adds a splash of 
color to the kitchen (top), and a sofa by 
the New York-based designer Stanley 
Jay Friedman (bottom left) does the same 

One of my extravagances was to 
get Canadian maple for the studio and 

hallway floors, because I wanted some­

thing that was almost pattern-free. One 

of the bedroom floors is maple that 
was taken from this site, and the other 
bedroom is ash, which was harvested 

on-site as well. Al l of the cabinetry 

is made from wild cherry, which we 

have in another field on the property. 

The whole house opens up to the 

north, so I never turn the lights on until 

nine o'clock at night in the summer. 

I get this wonderful colorless, shadow­
less light all day long. 

I wanted the front of the house to 

look out on this wonderful little valley, 
which goes through the most dramatic 
changes. It's beautiful here. It 's just 

a different world, and it's a world that 
I basically didn't have time for as a 

younger person. As I get older, I want 
to have t ime for it. I want to be here. 

It's easier on my body and my brain. 

I love New York. There's the most criti­

cal and interested art audience in the 

smallest geographical area of any 
place in the world, so it's very intense. 

And I like that. But I l ike this too. II~ 

for the living room. The surfaces of both 
decks- including the small one off Ewing's 
bedroom (above right)- were fashioned 
from recycled p lastic fibers. 0 
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MY HOUSE 

Ripple Effect 
For the exterior and roof, Ewing 
chose Una-Clad corrugat ed-steel 
siding. The material, more commonly 
found on commercial buildings, is 
lightweight, durable, easy to maintain, 
and recyclable. 
unaclad.com 

Make It Yours 
54 November 2009 

Cherry Picked 
The cabinets in Ewing's bedroom were 
made from wild cherry trees harvested 
from the property. The enormous 
trunks were too big to fit into the por­
table sawmill that her brother, Mark, 
brought to the property, so he blew 
them apart with dynamite and fed the 
pieces into the mill. The cabinets were 
made by Ewing's friend Paul Keller. 

Home Plate 
Ewing designed a floor-to-ceiling 
window to provide an expansive view 
while bathing her living room in natu· 
ral light. She hired D & H Glass, a local 
company that makes plate-glass win· 
dows for grocery stores, to join three 
standard-size windows, filling the 
9-by-18-foot space for under $4,000. 

Water Closet 
To minimize the cost and complexity 
of construction, Ewing concentrated 
her plumbing at the center of the 
house. The kitchen sink backs up 
against the hookups for her washer 
and dryer, which are in a closet 
behind the house's single bathroom. 

Rocks on the Rocks 
Ewing's builder, John Lane, used 
a front-end loader to stack slabs of 
Indiana limestone for the house's front 
steps. Each slab rested atop a layer of 
ice cubes, creating just enough clear­
ance for the nylon straps to be pulled 
free. The slabs settled into place 
as the ice melted in the summer sun. 

Click here for more information: 
Cherry cabinets: cherr:ycabinets.com 
Indiana !limestone:~ 

Portable sawmill: woodmjzer com Ill 
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OFF THE GRID 

Passive 
Acceptance 
Virtually unknown in 
the United States, Passive 
Houses are starting to make 
a big impression with their 
small footprints. 

Story by Jacob Gordon 

56 November 2009 

In the famously rainy city of Portland, 
Oregon, everyone knows that a 

leaky house is a recipe for disaster. 
But Portland-based architect Milos 

Jovanovic isn't worried so much 

about water seepage as the more 
insidious and common leakage of air 
from a poorly sealed building, which 

hinders indoor climate control and 

wastes massive amounts of energy. 

While green building benchmarks set 
by the United States in recent years 

have contributed to some improve­

ment in this arena, Jovanovic believes 

the most effective criteria for energy­

efficient construction can be found in 

Europe's Passivehaus standard (known 
in North America as Passive House). 

The d istinguishing t rait of a Passive 
House is the absence of a furnace. 

Though many green building strat­

egies seek more efficient ways to 

heat our spaces, Jovanovic explains, 

The Shift House, by Portland-based firm 
Root Design Build, is among the first resi­
dences in the United States to be designed 
according to Passive House standard. 

"Passive House focuses on reducing 

the need for heating power in the 

first place. A build ing designed to this 
standard 1Uses 90 percent less energy, 

at which point you can heat an entire 

house with a hair dryer." 
Jovanovic's first foray into Passive 

House principles began when his 

firm, Root Design Build, was commis­

sioned to design a residence on 

a p lateau site above Oregon's Hood 
River. That project is due to be com­

p leted in t he spring of 2010. Having 

previously designed Portland's first 

LEED Platinum home, Jovanovic 

had experience working with a cata­

log of sustainabi lity guidelines, but he 
relished tine simplicity of the Passive 
House system. "The standard permits 
a large degree of freedom in building 

techniques and materials," he says, "as 

long as you can achieve the very strict 

energy and envelope requirements." 11• 

The project got its name from the "shifted" 
placement of the front and rear sections 
of the house. The configuration eliminates 
hallways and maximizes room space. 

J>well 



Plant 

Fill your Pocket with soil. 
Add plants. Then water. 
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\Protect 

Built-in moisture protection 
helps keep walls & floors dry 

Breathable sides help aerate 
soil and keep roots healthy. 
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OFF THE GRID 

The Aggressive 
Standard of 
a Passive House 
Passive House requirements are sur­

prisingly simple compared to many 
other green building standards used 

today. Provided that the house is 
airtight and stays below maximum 

energy consumption limits, you've 

made the grade. 

Certified Passive House criteria: 

1. Heating and cooling energy each 

must consume no more than 15 kWh 
per square meter of usable floor 

space annually year (4.75 kBtu per 

square foot). 

2. Primary energy must consume no 

more than 120 kWh per square 
meter of usable floor space annually 

(38 kBtu per square foot). 

3. Air tightness must measure at 

or below 0.6 air changes per hour 
(the number of t imes per hour that 
a room's total air volume is exchanged 

with fresh air) at a pressu re rating 

of 50 Pascals. 

Energy Usage Comparison 

Average exist111g house 
60 

50 

40 

30 

Measured in ~u per squaze foot per yeax 

• Lighting/ • Air-
Appliances Conditioning 

• Wat.er Heating 
Heating 

Click here: For more on Passive House 
in the U.S. visit passjyehoyse· us. For inter­
national information visit~· 
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Finding adequate materials to reach 

those targets wasn't easy. The archi­

tects had to search high and low for 

North American manufacturers making 

products of high enough performance 
to yield an absolutely airtight seal. 

Jovanovic attributes the shortage of 
available materials in part to "a lack of 
government support for the enhance­

ment of build ing technologies. 

Europeans are much more encourag­
ing of innovation through incentives 

for builders and homeowners." 

Where he has found encourage­

ment is at the nascent Passive House 
Institute U.S. (PHIUS) and through 

conversations with Katrin Klingenberg, 

the institute's executive director. 
Klingenberg, also an architect, lives 

in Urbana, Il linois, in the first Passive 

House completed in the United States. 

Klingenberg designed her home 
in 2002 with her late husband, 

Nicholas Smith. Having spent seven 
subzero winters in Urbana, she can 

attest that the 1.200-square-foot house 
remains plenty warm, thanks to 12-inch 
wall cavities packed with high-density 

blown-in fiberglass and four additional 
inches of foam on the exterior of 

the stud wal l. In summer tr iple-paned 
windows and a 14-inch polystyrene 

pad below the foundation obviate the 

need for a mechanical air conditioner. 

To eliminate penetrations in the 
outer skin, a blower door t est checks 

for leaks by depressurizing the house, 
detecting spots where air sneaks in. 

Having a sealed house may sound 
about as delightful as living in the 
aft cabin of an airplane, but Passive 
Houses boast superior interior air 

quality, thanks to recovery ventilators­
special fans that draw in a steady 

breeze of fresh air while discharging 
stale air. To help condition fresh 

air before it circulates through the 
house, a 100-foot-long air tube runs 

underground to capture the constant 
temperature below the frost line. 

Klingenberg's home has performed 

very closely to the predictive calcula­

t ions used in its design- consuming 
about 75 percent less energy than 
a comparable Urbana house. While 
there are still fewer than 15 of these 

structures in the United States, 

In Katrin Klingenberg's house (above}, 
a completely airtight design doesn't leave 
her lacking a sense of openness. A two-story 

Klingenberg says she gets over 100 

inquiries daily from builders and 
bureaucrats asking about the amazing 

house that needs no boiler or air 

conditioner. In her explanation, she 
points to the 15,000 to 20,000 Passive 

Houses that have been built in Europe 

in the two decades since the system 

first gained prominence and shares 
the documented research that has 

come from having such a sizable test 
sample. The European Union-funded 

research revealed that unlike LEED­

certified build ings, which have shown 
discrepancies between energy mod­

eling and real-world performance, 
Passive Houses are highly successful 
in meeting the energy consumption 

levels specified by the standard. 

As debate heats up over the strin­

gency of LEED's energy requirements, 
Passive Houses have an opportunity 

to gain a foothold in the United States. 

By adding a photovoltaic system, 

Klingenberg says, a Passive House 
can meet the carbon-neutrality bench­

mark for 2020 laid out by the 2030 
Challenge, an ambitious goal support­
ed by the U.S. Green Building Council. 

Though Jovanovic and Klingenberg 
are part of a very small army of 

North American Passive House advo­
cates, they both have confidence 

that the system wi ll prove itself. A 
75 percent reduction in energy bil ls is 

a good start, but the archit ects know 
that examples of stellar design will also 

be key to convincing the curious. As 

the Shift House reaches completion 
and otner new Passive House projects 
get under way, they're eager t o dem­

onstrate that a supersealed space 
is the quickest route to a sustainable­
and comfortable- future. II 

wall of windows invites sunlight in during 
the day, maximized through the thoughtful 
orientation of the building on its site. G 
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Crates of vinyl, an overbrimming 
welter of books, and a rat's nest of 
cables and cords emanating from re­
ceivers, TVs, iPod docks, and perhaps 
the odd Victrola are the hallmarks of 
the media-obsessed collector. Perhaps 
it's the World Book Encyclopedias 
from 1973 or the complete Magnum, 
P.I. DVD box set- either way our 
desire to amass and display far more 
media than we'll likely consume is 
as rampant as ever. And though the 
oldsters are more likely to play their 
Gordon Lightfoot on the one-twos 
than the digital one-zeros, every 
generation faces the age-old ques­
tion: How do I store my library? 

Whether you've gone strictly digi­
tal, with nothing more than a ThinkPad 
and an MP3 player, or you still cling 
to your Betamax cassettes, we've 
got a media storage option for you. 
From understated and efficient to 
wall-spanning installations that send 
as loud a message as your back issues 
of Ranger Rick, this selection is bound 
to satisfy any size annal and any size 
pocketbook. We asked archivist and 
filmmaker Rick Prelinger, founder 
of the Prelinger Library and Prelinger 
Archives, to help us through. 

A Note on Our Expert: 
Rick Prelinger has a lot of media to 
store, not only at his house, which he 
says is overrun with books, movies, 
and t he like, but also at the Pre linger 
Library he founded in San Francisco 
with his wife, Megan, in 2004. The pair 
has collected 30,000 volumes of books 
and periodicals and another 30,000 
bits of print epheme ra like maps and 
pamphlets. When you consider that 
the Prelinger Archives, founded in 
1982, has already relocated 200,000 
cans of film- movies, instructional 
films, anything really- to the Library of 
Congress, you start to get a sense for 
both Prelinger's yen to amass and his 
contribution to posterity. 

. Story by Aaron Britt 
Portrait by Laurie Frankel 

USM Haller by Paul Scharer and Fritz 
Haller for USM Modular Furniture I 
W 70" x H 44" x D 14" I Chrome­
plated brass, chromed steel, powder­
coated metal, glass I 11 standard 
colors with glass, perforated metal, 
and fabric acoustic panels I From 
$4, 105 I usm.com 

Expert Opinion: You're certainly 
b uying something substantial here. 
It weighs a ton, though if you have the 
money it's lovely. I don't see this one 
going out of style and it's quite easy 
to integrate into what you already have 
in your house. But at some point you 
have to decide if you want to put your 
funds into your collection or the way 
you store it. 

What We Think: The USM Haller is 
the clear classic of the modular bunch, 
a design that has stood the test of time 
and earned a spot in the modernist 
canon. We like the Credenza model 
(three rectangular boxes in a row, 
each with a door), though its endlessly 
reconfigurable form, a feature of the 
spherical-connector-and-chromed­
steel-rod system, makes it easy to 
expand or contract. The USM is pricey, 
heavy, and will surely outlive you. ~ .. 
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MShelving by Loadbearing I Media 

Console configuration I W 81" x H 20" 

x D 16.8" I Galvanized steel, powder­

coated steel, wooden veneers I Doors 
come in 21 colors and various wood 
and metal finishes I $526-$1 ,046 I 
load bearing.com 

Expert Opinion: This seems a lot 

more like media storage and less like 

furniture. It's not overly delicate like 

some shelving systems, though it's 
not Neanderthal either. I love the color 

choices, that old Herman Miller trick 
of multicolored panels that sti ll works 

so well. I would not recommend this 
for the underdesigned house because 

it could easi ly dominate the room. 
I could see this in an office o r retail 

environment or even a warehouse. 

What We Think: Loadbearing hails 

from Switzerland and is like the USM 

Haller system's hip younger brother. 
The color options and the abil ity to 

customize are wonderfully appealing, 
and swapping out doors is an easy 

task. Loadbearing's website allows you 
to p lay around with different configu­

rations, colors, and door options. With 
such a malleable system and reason­
able price, it's our favorite. 

-

I 

·I 

Ivar combination storage for Ikea I 
W 52.75" x H 70.5" x D 19.6" I 
Untreated pine and galvanized steel I 
System offers many modular units I 
$190 for three-tiered base shelf I 
ikea.com 

Expert Opinion: I think of this as 
a skeleton that can be fleshed out in 

a number of different ways. The un­

treated wood is a good, honest mate­
rial, and considering that certain Ikea 

veneers don't age very well, I' ll take 
the untreated stuff. You have loads of 

options and components here, so I'd 
say that if you are quit e conscious and 

intentional in designing your environ­
ment you could do it with Ivar. 

What We Think: Ivar is the stalwart 

of Ikea storage, a bast ion of modular 
efficiency in a sea of blond wood. Its 

two different shelf depths (16.75" and 

19.6"), metal cross-bar bracing, and 

breathtaking array of add-ons-CD 
holders, doors, boxes, cabinets, chests, 

even a shoe rack- make it by far the 
most customizable system we've seen. 
Drawbacks include the fact that you'l l 
look like you live in a mud room, but 

at this price, and with so many options 

available, Ivar's not so terrib le. 111• 
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Domino by TemaHome I W 63" x 

H 27" x D 17" I Chocolate, wenge, 

and pure w hite finishes I $493 per 
L-shaped unit I temahome.com 

Expert Opinion: This is fun! It's like 

Tetris. The Domino is a better option 
for those who live closer to the floor 
and is a bit more entry level than 

others we've seen. I also like that when 

you put a couple together you get 

some unexpected remnant spaces. 

Those are always nice to d iscover, 

and are a way to get much more out 

of what you've got. I also like that 

it needn't be a perfect square. Angle 
it out a bit, make it oblique, strike 

a blow against Teutonic industrialism. 
Craft with a "C" not a "K." 

What We Think: Domino comes 
in on the low end of the price spectrum 

and functions quite well on its own as 

a TV stand and small shelving solution. 

Add a couple more L-shaped units, 
either all at once or bit by bit, and the 

geometric possibilities are endless. 

And at 67 pounds, installation of this 

sturdy guy is a breeze. Balance Console by Terence 
Conran for the Conran Shop I 
W 47.25" x H 27"x D 12" I Oak 
and oak or walnut veneer I $750 I 
conranusa.com 

Expert Opinion: This is great­
another entry-level investment and 
perfect for the dig it a l- m usic ho u se­

hold. If your media scene is a laptop 
and an iPod dock, this is perfect for 
you. It feels much less locked in than 

other shelving systems and really 
makes you think about what you want 

to display. I love that there is a coffee 
table and bookshelf in the same series 

and could easi ly see those in the living 
room along with the console. 

What We Think: This is one of the 

smaller options, and it looks like a 
sturdy choice for the more d irnunitive 

environs of apartment living. It's best 
suited to smaller collections- its cub­

bies are a good fit for LPs, books, CDs, 
and DVDs-but it can surely handle 

your TV and stereo. We agree with 

Prelinger that adding the Balance cof­
fee table or bookshelf to your living 
room can give the space some cohe­
sion without breaking the bank. II 
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Since the fall of the USSR, Tallinn has managed 
to look unblinkingly to the future while still 
retaining vital elements of its past. A hotbed 
of northern art and design encircling a UNESCO 
World Heritage site, this Baltic City is fast 
becoming an architect's paradise. 

Tallinn, Estonia 

Story by Jeanine Barone 
Photos by Jens Passoth 

66 November 2009 

The changing shape of Tallinn's skyline is hotly 
debated, though coherent urban p lanning 
that incorporates renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and natural lighting is on the rise. 
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Estonia's capital city is located along 
the Baltic Sea, and though it may 
be synonymous with its medieval Old 
Town, designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, Tallinn is hardly frozen 
in the 14th century. This thoroughly 
wired burgh, where citizens easily vote 
and pay parking tickets onli ne, is 
a hotbed of technological and design 
innovation as well as the birthplace 
of the free Internet phone service, 
Skype. The old continues to inform 
the new. The Rotermann Quarter, 
a former factory district, is being 
transformed into an attractive 
mixed-use neighborhood with a con­
temporary art nouveau style while 
maintainingits 19th-century merchant 
motif. Kultuurikatel, an old power 
station with a dramatic 290-foot-high 
chimney along the 28-mile-long 

The Kumu Art Museum (left), designed by 
Finnish architect Pekka Vapaavuori, show· 
cases primarily Estonian art in a building 
defined by clean lines, limestone, and glass. 
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former industrial waterfront, will 
soon see new life as a cultural center. 
The waterfront, an off-limits military 
border zone during Soviet times, 
is the centerpiece of development in 
preparation for Tallinn's becoming 
a European Cultural Capital for 2011 . 

After centuries of foreign rule by 
the Danes, Swedes, Germans, and 
most recently the Soviets, Estonia 
finally regained its independence in 
1991 and joined the European Union 
in 2004. Since then, Tallinn has 
been finding itself at a frenetic pace. 
Edgy galleries such as Disaini-ja 
Arhitektuurigalerii; nightclubs like 
Stereo, a space age-style lounge; 
and Asian-inspired restaurants like 
Chedi and 6 are popping up not 
far from the defensive towers and 
Gothic churches of yore. Beyond the 

Old Town, contemporary architecture­
from the renowned Kumu Art Museum 
to City Plaza and the new Tallinn 
Synagogue-places Tallinn firmly in 
the 21st century. 

With all this unfettered ambition, 
Veronika Valk, a 32-year-old architect 
and urban planner, epitomizes the 
energy and fearless freethinking 
of Tallinn's talented young populace. 
Zizi & Yoyo is the architecture firm 
she shares with her partner. It special­
izes in unconventional, eco-friendly, 
and playful design solutions. Valk 
has designed public buildings, private 
homes, interiors, landscapes, and 
mass public events like the Tallinn 
Festival of Light, where she lit up the 
dark winter streetscape with balloons 
and smoke clouds. Ii. 

Ringed by cafes and restaurants, vibrant 
Town Hall Square (right) has been the 
center of public events, from executions 
to festivals, for centuries. 
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With Tallinn set to be European 

Cultural Capital 2011 , what 

preparations are afoot? 

Our firm, Zizi & Yoyo, is collaborating 
closely with Foundation Tallinn 2011 

[to prepare the cultural programming]. 
Aside from the renovations of Linnahall 

[an immense Soviet-era concert hall 

being converted into a confe rence 

center] and Kultuurikatel, there's a com­

petition for a new town hall. Next to 

Linnahall and Kultuurikatel, we'll see 
a fish market, which would operate as 

an open-air market during the f irst part 
of the day and in the afternoon and 

evening as a public square for a variety 
of events. The hydroplane hangars, 

the first European dome concrete 
structures from 1916 and 1917, could 

become arts venues with bars, restau­

rants, and more. The three-dome 
structure offers spectacular acoustics 

for musical events. 

With so much building going 
on in Tallinn right now, which 

As a symbol of Ta llinn's architectural rebirth, 
the Fahie House (top) by local f irm KOKO 
is deliberately conspicuous, thanks to the 
g lass apartment box perched like a parasite 
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architectural firms do you find 

particularly inspiring? 

Kosmos and KOKO are g reat. They 

both stand for innovation. Kosmos 
d id the Rotermann site while KOKO 
designed the Puppet Theater and 
also the Fahie House, a crumbling old 

paper factory that they crowned with 
a modern g lass box. For the chi ldlike 

Puppet Theater, they chose oversize 

furniture in which you fee l as if you're 

Al ice in Wonderland. Yet it's all done 
in a delicate and imaginative way that 

encourages children's creativity. The 
Fahie House's symbolic value lies in 

the shiny g lass box emerg ing from the 
historic limestone walls, as if Tallinn's 

new talent is bubbling over the edge 

of the UNESCO kettle. 

How do you bring innovation to 
the Old Town without sacrificing 

preservation? 

Contemporary building is usually for­

b idden in the Old Town. So I was 
surprised when the Historic Protection 

atop the old limestone structure. An 
expansive plaza (bottom) leads to the 
entryway of the harborside Linnahall, 
a bulky, symmetrical concrete-and-stone 

Department approved the striped 
beach chairs in the landscaped park 

along Harju magi. This new playground 

design covers up the old ru ins, which 

were previously exhibited. The brightly 
colored chairs and the wintertime 

ice rink are nice to look at, but they hide 

the story of previous t imes. If I had 
redesigned that space, I would have 

used glass galleries atop the ruins, 
combined with lighting that highlights 

interesting details and draws attention 
to the spaces below. The most delicate, 

respectfu l, and perhaps the only way 

to introduce architectural innovat ion 

in the Old Town is via temporary instal­
lations and events, such as the Festival 

of Light, which lasts throughout the 
long winter. 

You've been called a mobile 

architect-where do you like 

to work? 
I enjoy enormously starting my day 

walking around the city and stopping 

where there's something happening, 

taking my laptop from one place 

to another. I choose different environ­
ments depending on the mood 11•· 

concert hall that takes its name from one 
of the looming figures of Estonia's Soviet 
past: Vladimir llyich Lenin. 
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they'll put me in. For example, C'est 

La Vie is an art deco-style restaurant 
with background music from the 1930s. 

It's d ifferent because most Tall inn cafes 
play pop music, which is prntty mun­

dane. Background sound should be 

part of the desig n. If I need to relax, 
though, I go t here. On a bright sum­
mer morning, it's simp ly bril liant 
to work on Town Hall Square and pre­

pare drawings to the rhythms of a 

brass band concert. In t he afternoon, 
I might go to the restauran t Vertigo 
on the roof terrace of City Plaza. 

Where would you go to sample 
Tallinn's art scene? 

Kunstikoone was the Mly art 

exhibition space in town until 2006, 
when the Kumu Art Museum opened. 
Kunstihoone is now the on ly major 

exhibit hall in the city center and they 

are very particular about w hat they 

show. Kumu has quality exhibitions, 
and director Marika Valk's 15-year 

struggle to come up w ith the money 

Snelli Park (top left), one of a necklace of 
lawns beside the old battlements, offers 
year-round recreation, whether ice-skating 
on the moat or picnicking on the grass. 
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to get it done is an amazing story. It 

shows what a single woman can do 
on her own. The Estonian Museum of 

Applied Art and Design shows Soviet­
era items. People hate anything with 

a Soviet ideology, but I th ink t hat they 

should look at it just from a design, 
not a political, viewpoint. A g lass 
is a glass; it doesn't matter if it's from 

Soviet times. 

One of the joys of old European 
cities is how walkable they are. 

What route takes in what you love 
about Tallinn? 

Fol low the old fortress wal ls, enter 
the towers where you can, and then 

exit to walk along a park, like Snelli 

Park. This g ives you an extreme spatial 
experience. First, you are squeezed 
between walls and the city, and then 

you exit and you' re free. You have two 

completely d ifferent atmospheres. 

When you're pressed against the wall, 
you're really at the edge of the city. 
It's fragi le being on the periphery. 11~ 

Kunstihoone Art Hall (top right) is a center 
for avant-garde art, which it displays 
in a flowing gallery space replete with an 
illuminated glass ceiling. 

The students at the Estonian Academy 
of Arts (bottom right), an influential design 
force, readily interact with the public, who 
can view their works in the lobby. G 
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1. llote%11181111 Qual'ter - at the cross 
streets of Mere and Narva Ahtri 

4. st:exeo - Hazju 6, stereolounge ee 

7 . Puppet Theater (Eesti Rllkuteater ) 
Lai 

10. Tallilln Synagogue - 16 Karu, 
~ 

Site Specifics 
74 November 2009 

2. K\lltuurilatel - Pohja Road 27 A & B 

5 . BarjlDligi - Komendandi, adjacent 
to St. Nicholas Church 

a. sushi Bouse - Rataskaevu 16, 
sushihouse .ee 

11. Elevant - Vene S, Avatud E-P 
12- 23, eleyapt ee 

3. aeet Au• - Miiiil'.ivahe 19, reetaus.ee 

8. llUnnl Art Mllsl!Ull - Weizenbergi 34, 

ekm.ee/ kumu 

9. Snelli Park - Toompuistee, bastion 
belt greenery west of the Old Town 

12. ltlulatihoone - Vabaduse valjak 6, 
!cunstihoone. ee Ill 

Dwell r 



en 
0 

OPPORTUNIT:V. 0 
green~ 
At the University of California, 
Los Angeles 

Chris Hacke:r 
Chief Design Officer 
Johnson & Johnson 

Heidrun Mumper-Drumm 
Director of Sustainability Initiatives 
Art Center College of Design 

Julie Gilhart 
SVP, Fashion Director 
Barneys New York 

Presenting Sponsor 

• Gensler dwell 

Where 
Sustainable 
Design and Business 
Converge 

Register Now! 

.... OPPORTUNITYGREEN.COM 
310-441-0830 

Sustainability is producing new rules, new methods 
and new strategies for the way designers work. 

Opportunity Green is an experience unlike any other, a 
two day immersion into the most relevant sustainable 
business opportunities, paradigms, practices and 
trends that wil l permanently shift your outlook on 
what's possible for your company. 

You'll gain an insider's view of the hottest topics 
including cutting edge methods of sustainable 
product design, Gensler's Next Generation Workplace 
and Art Center College of Design's exploration of 
lifecycle analysis. 

Most importantly, you'll engage with 500 of the 
brightest, results producing, innovative thinkers and 
influencers of like mind. 

Learn more at www.opportunitygreen.com 

~ ecofa.Gulou1 

EASTMAN 
2121events 

In Partnership Wit h: 

HAAOLO AHO PAULINE 
PRICE CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURIAL STUDIES 

UCLAAnderson 
School of Managcmt.nt 



r 
I 

m 

design your lamps at 

seascapelamps.com 
800 444 0233 

m 



Urban planners have long upheld the ideal of 
dense, bustling cities with easy access to the plea­
sures of the countryside and a balanced interchange 
of urban aqd rural life. In his utopian 1956 proposal 
for the Illinois building, Frank Lloyd Wright 
imagined an entire metropolis packed into a sky­
scraper, a "mile-high city"- 528 stories of residences, 
shopping, cultural facilities, and office space to 
accommodate 130,000 people "in spacious comfort"­
with the open Midwestern flatlands stretching out 
in all directions. 

Naturally this idea had little traction in the reality 
of mid-century development. The true physical 
links between city and country are concentric rings 
of suburbs- a middle distance of middle density, 
neither truly urban nor properly rural. The distance 
is more often bridged remotely, through the mean­
dering diffusion of news and popular culture, than 
by people themselves. If only there were a bullet 
train to Yellowstone National Park. 

Yet the connections, both physical and cultural, 
are strengthening. Green roofs and fire-escape 
gardens have taken hold in Los Angeles. The largest 
contemporary art museum in New England-

Dwell 

MASS MoCA- isn't in Boston or Providence, Rhode 
Island, but in the sleepy mill town of North Adams, 
Massachusetts. What was once found within the 
bounds of a city is now springing up in the country, 
and vice versa. 

Today, this exchange can often be found in archi­
tecture. Though modernism was born largely from 
the promise of mechanization, industrialization, and 
the speed of the machine age, many contemporary 
modem architects- armed with the technological 
tools that have built so many cities- are now taking 
farmhouses and silos as their points of reference. 

In this issue we visit a couple in Iowa sowing 
the seeds of a working farm around their modem 
farmhouse, a French architect testing the waters 
of rural simplicity in his off-the-grid Normandy 
hideaway, and a pair of Chicago city slickers learn­
ing wetland restoration from a local agricultural 
club near their country home. While no designer can 
single-handedly close the widening suburban gap, 
these projects illuminate a flourishing urban-rural 
exchange wherein city architects embrace pastoral 
forms and lifelong ulbanites learn to live off the 
fat of the land. Ill 
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Before there was a house at Yum Yum Farm, there 
was a pair of yellow lawn chairs, a fire pit, and an old, 
worn picnic table, all parked on a sloping hillside. 

Joanna and Geoff Mourning had scoured the coun­
tryside around Iowa City, looking for the right spot 
to build a modern incarnation of a farmhouse. When 
they finally found it- SS impossibly pastoral acres 
overlooking corn, soybeans, and barns in the far-off 
distance- they spent weekends there, camping, 
building fires, scanning the view from their chairs, 
and wondering, What next? 

For more than two years, they hunted in Iowa 
City and beyond for an architect, but no one seemed 
quite right. Then, on a serendipitous visit to the 
Iowa City Public Library, Joanna overheard a librar­
ian commenting on a book called Good House Cheap 
House that had just arrived.Joanna asked to see 
it. She flipped through the pages, liked what she 
saw, and called one of the featured architects, John 
DeForest, at his office in Seattle. "Joanna asked, 
'Do you ever work in Iowa?"' DeForest remembers. 
"I said, 'I hardly know where Iowa is."' 
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But something clicked. The Mournings quickly 
found themselves with an architect nearly 2,000 

miles away, and DeForest found himself envisioning 
a house in the middle of an Iowa soybean field. 

"John just had such good listening skills. Some 
architects go off on their own tangents," Joanna 
says. "Geoff was a little reluctant to work with 
someone in Seattle, but after our first conversation, 
we knew." 

Several thousand frequent-flier miles and many 
Skype calls later, Yum Yum Farm- as the Mournings 
dubbed their land- has its farmhouse. Or, as Geoff 
says, it has "an abstraction of a farmhouse." 

The Mournings met through friends in Iowa City 
and married on a farm about 14 miles east of where 
they eventually settled. Geoff, a fledgling organic 
farmer who runs a landscaping business, and 
Joanna, a devoted cook who is marketing director 
for a business that sells organic dairy foods, beef, and 
local produce, had developed a taste for modernism 
over the years. They wanted their house to blend 
modernist ideas with the agrarian Iowa landscape. I•· 

At their dining table 
(below) , the Mournings 
enjoy the fruits of 
Joanna ' s passion 
for cooking and Geoff ' s 
passi on for growing. 
The kitchen cabinets 
with cutouts for handles 
(opposite) were designed 
by a local woodworker . 
The stairs lead to 
a loft office where 
Joanna works , perched 
beside a quil t made by 
her great-grandmother . 
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From the office (above 
left) , a high window 
fxames a view of 
the Mournings' fields . 
The slatted wall that 
divides the sleeping and 
living quartexs (above 
zight) has maple-ply 
boxed shelves that can 
be xeaxxanged. A Blu 
Dot Buttexcup rocker 
and armchair ( left) sit 
next to the woodbuxning 
stove set on a limestone 
slab fzom Stone City, 
Iowa-a city famously 
captuxed by the painter 
Gxant Wood , who grew 
up in that azea. 

"We like wooden ceilings. We like red. We like 
modern architecture," Geoff says. "But we wanted 
it to respect the context." 

So first DeForest had to get a feel for what that 
context actually looked and felt like.As part of his 
extensive getting-to-know-you process, he asked 
the Mournings to complete "assignments," in which 
they responded to questions that revealed their 
inspirations and preferences. They wanted a place, 
be learned, where they could wake up to views and 
dance around listening to music. They wanted space 
that would spill into the outdoors. In answering the 
questions, the Mournings also introduced DeForest 
to Iowa. "He'd never been here," Joanna says. "We 
love Iowa, and just wanted him to appreciate it too." 

So they sent him photos of barns and fields 
and a picture of a 1931 landscape painting by Iowan 
Grant Wood-most famous for his iconic portrait 
American Gothic-that reflected the undulating patch­
work of their own land.All of this DeForest put up 
on a "storyboard" in his Seattle offices. "We got to 
know them on a much deeper level," DeForest says. 
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"It was important to establish the heart of the 
project before we got into the details." 

Soon DeForest got on a plane to see Iowa for him­
self. The Mournings took him to their land, along 
winding roads and past Amish farms where the 
odd horse pulling a buggy clops along the roadside. 
The trio wandered around the property trying to 
figure out where to put the house. Finally, standing 
on top of the picnic table, they chose the spot. 

The following spring, the Mournings broke 
ground.A friend from the Rotary club had recom­
mended a builder, and things took off from there. 
The Mournings chose local craftsmen to build the 
house, inside and out, so that it would be an exten­
sion of the community as well as the land. Chris 
Graber, an Amish carpenter, milled the Douglas fir 
for the floors, which was recovered from an old 
farmhouse. Woodworker Dan Feigenspan made 
the kitchen cabinets and other custom woodwork, 
like a roll-away serving cart that moves from 
the dining area to the kitchen to haul away dirty 
dishes after one of the Mournings' many dinner 11°· 
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CUltivating the land 
keeps the Mournings in 
a frequent rotation 
in and out of the house . 
A Dutch door (right) 
lets indoor and outdoor 
tasks f l ow t ogether 
easily as t hey go about 
their day (with Yuri 
the cat standing guard). 
A simple shower design 
using corrugated steel 
(below left) references 
farmhouses of old, 
while the custom kitchen 
cabinetry (below right) 
with its cutout pulls 
and geomet ric arrange­
ment strikes a more 
modern chord . 

"It was important 
to establish the 
heart of the project 
before we got into 
the details." 
- John DeForest 
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gatherings. "It was a new process for everyone," 
Joanna says of the builders' foray into modernism, 
"but Iowa people are really honest, hardworking 
folks. John would come here and be blown away by 
the workmanship." 

That level of craftsmanship yielded a structure 
that is as strong and enduring as any old farmhouse. 
And, in a place with a footprint of just 950 square 
feet, the deconstructed bamlike details are select, 
subtle, and essential. 

The main floor is really one open space, with the 
bedroom separated from the living room by a slatted 
wall through which light crosses, sort of like a stall 
door. Corrugated metal lines the bathroom walls, 
and vapor-proof lamps light several areas through­
out the house.An elevated space where Joanna 
works sits overhead like a kind of hayloft. The front 
door, made of solid maple, is a minimalist inter­
pretation of a divided Dutch door. " It suggests an 
agrarian building," Geoff muses, "rather than being 
a cheesy copy or a Disney version." 

For Joanna, the kitchen, with loads of storage and 
a view of Geoff's first farming efforts, was a major 
priority. "I still pinch myself that I get to cook here," 
she says. (Geoff jokes, "I grow, she cooks.") 

But it's the openness- the sense of being connected 
to the land and to Iowa and its seasons- that the 
Mournings love most. A line of windows faces south, 
providing a view of the broad sweep of their prop­
erty, which slopes down to a grove of trees, and the 
hills rising beyond, with hilltop farms miles away. 
One of the couple's primary forms of entertainment 
is staring at the view, watching birds in the wide­
open sky and changes in the weather. On stormy 
summer nights, the couple can lie in bed and see 
lightning crack 30 miles away. (They hang Chilewich 
panels to block the light on really active nights.) 
In the winter, nature brings other offerings. "When 
the ground's covered in snow and the moon's full, 
it reflects all the light back into the house," Joanna 
says. "It's really beautiful." 

The Mournings officially relocated from their 
Iowa City duplex to Yum Yum Farm on Christmas 
Eve 2007, just seven relatively snag-free months after 
they had broken ground. "It was a beautiful night; 
the moon was full," Joanna remembers. "We were 
up in the loft sticking our heads out the window." 

These days the Mournings are still besotted with 
the space they've created and talk about it almost 
dreamily.At the end of the day, they drive down their 
swoop of gravel driveway and pull up to the house, 
with its metal roof and barn-red walls. Geoff's John 
Deere 790 Compact tractor sits across from the porch. 
Sometimes the Mournings are met by one of their 
cats with a field mouse in his chops. "I love coming 
home," Geoff says. "I don't like leaving." 

Joanna agrees. "It's so nice to live here," she says, 
looking out the window, "every day." With their 
burgeoning garden growing up into a real working 
farm, the Mournings' land really will demand daily 
care and attention. Fortunately, there's no place 
they'd rather be. I ll 
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Before the Mownings 
built their house, they 
camped out on their 
six acres while prepar­
ing the land for farm ­
ing , planting grass 
and clover in place of 
soybean stubble. As the 
house arose from its 
foundation , soil-fixing 
plants grew from seed. 
Now the couple can focus 
on growing food . (t 
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•r didn t want the 
kind of Jlllll11Cllled garden 
that would mean I d have 
to come out on weekends 
and mow the lawn,• says 
Jean-Baptiste Barache 
of the country home 
he built, mostly by him 
self, over a year and 
a half. The result: 
a house that looks like 
it's just been dropped 
into a field, casual, 
with nary a path leading 
up to it and a front 
door that can barely be 
detected on the red­
cedar · shingled facade . 
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Damp Upper Normandy, a worldngman's land of 
ragged rains and rapeseed fields, is not the first 
place that comes to mind for an exercise in off-the­
grid living. This isn't the Normandy of well-heeled 
Parisian weekenders and American cineasts who 
flock to nearby seaside resorts, with their saltwater 
spas, annual film festival, and champagne brunches. 
It's a farming land dotted by modest prefab com­
muter clusters, rusty grain silos, and cows of the 
white, tawny, and Rorschach varieties. The climate 
is intemperate; winters are long, summers fickle. 
But it is exactly what Jean-Baptiste Barache was 
looking for to undertake this experiment: to elabo­
rate on an architecture seeking to integrate us 
with, not isolate us from, the elements. 

"Constraints nourish a project," he says. And 
if that's the case, it's been a feast for the architect, 
whose home forgoes electricity altogether. 

"I had no need for a country house," the architect 
remembers. "I felt the desire for countryside but 
no desire for private property." The mere notion of 
land ownership disturbs Baracbe: "It upsets one's 
tranquility," he says. But the pull of a project to call 
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his own was enough to bend those principles. It 
was 2005, and he was working on naval and floating 
architecture while secretly dreaming of dry land. 
So he quit his job and went to work for the only client 
he knew who would take on such a novice to build 
a house: himself. 

Barache bought a semi-enclosed, hoof-trodden 
field in Auvilliers, a mere stop sign of a village 
two hours northwest of Paris. With financing from 
his brother and his own savings, he paid a local barn 
builder to throw up a wooden frame. He collected 
lumber recycled from theater sets, red cedar 
shingles for the exteriors, and cheap veneer and 
particleboard for the rest.And then he rolled up his 
sleeves and got to work. The result-18 months of 
DIY efforts and $105,000 later-is a house dropped 
onto the field. It would be a stretch to call the 
terrain undergroomed, as it looks like the herd 
only recently vacated the premises. 

This aesthetic was carried over to the house, 
which is the antithesis of a manicured country 
home. If anything, the house's debt is to the iconic 
forms of the French countryside. Its A-frame h~ 
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Like the barns Barache 
s campered through 
as a child, the house 
di vides its length 
between loftlike open 
spaces like the l iving 
room, which opens onto 
a small deck perfect 
for open-air lolling 
( opposite), and stacked­
box nooks and crannies . 
cubic bookshelves do 
double duty as a divid­
ing wall (bottom right) 
and as a slidi ng door 
opening up to a hidden 
bath (bottom le~) . 
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In his kitchen built 
on the cheap, Barache 
installed appliances 
donated by a few archi­
tectural Good Samari­
tans . "I don ' t even 
remember where the 
sink is fzom , n he says . 
Two built-in sliding­
door cabinets house 
t he kitchen basics, and 
the custom· built dining 
set, a modern riff 
on the farmers ' tabl e 
and benches, is large 
enough to welcome family 
and visitors dropping 
in for a meal . 
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construction-a requirement imposed by the local 
architectural authority-is so steep it seems a visual 
quote of the chapels that anchor even the tiniest 
village. It recalls, too, the barns Barache played in 
during his childhood, when his parents, acting out 
the last of the countercultural post-1968 moment, 
moved to the rural southwest. "Those spots bring up 
a lot of emotion for me," he says, "very large spaces, 
with very small niches carved out in them." 

In Auvilliers that open space is translated inside 
by a voluminous living room that stretches 25 feet 
to the roof and across the width of the house, fronted 
by a glass facade that looks south onto a deck 
and the fields beyond. The nooks and crannies in 
the upstairs sleeping area are equally capacious; 
the whole room is one giant box of a space where lits 
bretons- cupboardlike beds that can be closed off 
with a curtain-line the walls. They exude an air of 
collective coziness, like children at a slumber party 
wrapped up after a day of communal play_ 

There's even a kind of barnyard swing-a thick 
pulley rope that hangs from the ceiling, officially 
used for scampering up to the roof for repairs, but 

--

unofficially (and far more frequently) for allowing 
Barache's nephew and niece, who visit the house 
often, to propel themselves across the room- It's 
a compact place as a whole-just under 2,000 square 
feet for two floors and a sleeping loft near the 
rafters-with equal doses of childhood nostalgia 
and grown-up philosophy. 

Going without electricity doesn't mean forgoing 
power, but it does cast daily life in a much simpler 
mold.A gas canister fuels the simple stovetop in the 
kitchen; a homemade wood-burning stove diffuses 
heat through the house in a slow, steady burn_ And 
come twilight, Barache and his wife, Mie,light the 
wicks on the oil lamps and watch the flames flicker. 
"I was very moved by Junichiro Tanizaki's book 
In Praise of Shadows when I was designing this," the 
architect admits. "I love the light of a flame creating 
shadows. It's a very Japanese notion, beauty that 
does not reveal itself." 

Climatically open living makes the Auvilliers 
house open to extremes, not only of light and dark 
but also of hot and cold. The cleverly designed stove 
delivers heat from the kitchen up to the compact • · 

\ 

Dwell 



Barache Residence 
:Floo:r Pl ans 

4 Bedroom 
B Lit: Breton 
C Common Area 
D Kitchen/ Dining Area 

E Bathroom 
Ji' Living Area 
G Deck 

:························-----------··--------------------------------------1 

lo :· o I mm 

L __________________________________________________________________________ 1··--··------
Thi:rd :Floor 

---------------------·--·--···-········-······················ .. ············· 
' ' ' ' 

Second :Floor 

111 m 
:Fir st: Floor 

Elevati on 

D 
c 

DD 

I I 

Dwell 

D 

F 

l 
.I. 

• I • 

In the third-floor 
bedroom (t:op) , peekaboo 
windows of fer a glimpse 
of t:he sur:rounding 
fields . The second floor 
houses t:hree lit:s 
bret:ons (left: ) , boxlike 
compart:ment:s where t:he 
curtains can be drawn t:o 
close sleepers off from 
t:he world. I nside, each 
has a built:-in shelf 
foI petsonal belongings 
and a favorite read. 
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A series of horizontal 
window panes on the rear 
facade ( left) serves as 
vanes for ventilation 
and adds a craftsmanlike 
design come nightfall , 
when the house is 
lit up by the flicker 
of candlelight and gas 
l amps . The front door 
(opposite) dissolves 
into the facade . The 
exposed-wood motif con­
tinues inside (bottom, 
right), where plywood 
walls , as well as 
Barache and his guests, 
keep t hings warm. 
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sleeping quarters through a clay brick chimney, 
but still the Normandy chill manages to seep in for 
much of the year. Even that, unpleasant as it may 
be, makes sense to Barache. "My memories of the 
countryside are of houses that are cold in winter, 
and in the summer, hot. It's not unpleasant to 
actually experience the seasons." 

It's what Barache refers to as his own notion of 
bioclimatic architecture.Rather than building up 
(read: insulating) against the environment, he seeks 
to take stock of, and adapt to, its changes. "It seems 
that I make low-tech homes, a bit like old country 
houses. They just work on their own." It's a concept 
born in the barns, but encouraged, too, by trips 
to Japan, where Mie comes from, and where Barache 
discovered the old wooden houses with their deli­
cate walls and spare interiors seemingly permeable 
to the elements. His first commissions for private 
homes have gone even further along those lines: 
One house in the often-inclement Burgundy region 
uses Japanese shoji screens for its exteriors; another 
has walls that rise like insect wings into the air, 
leaving rooms buffered by crosswinds. 

But despite his happiness with the house, Barache 
feels like a victim of a mistaken identity. Off-the­
grid living has its own coterie of followers, from 
hard-core environmentalists to conspiracy-theorist 
energy-independence types. "I think there's been 
a bit of a misunderstanding," he says. "People think 
I'm an environmentalist, but this is not an ecologi­
cal approach. It's not a dogma; it's an experiment." 

There's not much the couple misses about elec­
tricity in Auvilliers, though the area does lack other 
things they need- good Japanese food and the honk 
and grind of their urban Parisian beat. They have no 
desire to leave city life permanently, no landed­
gentry fantasies. But with the surprise that has come 
of owning property and actually enjoying it, the duo 
are finding themselves increasingly drawn to its 
repose. The biggest concession Barache now plans 
to make is to the needs of his laptop computer. 
A solar-powered battery will extend his stays at the 
house and permit him to do a bit of work now and 
again. But more importantly there will be more time 
to contemplate the play of light and shadow, the 
stirrings of a land free from the hum of electricity. II 

Dwell 



Dwell November 2009 93 

)'I ( ·J - . 



DWELLINGS 

94 November 2009 Dwell 



Dwell November 2009 95 
(..(;) t J' 



DWELLINGS 

The rear of the main 
room ( above) features 
floor-to -ceiling glass 
panels that frame 
a view of a shortgrass 
prairie and the woods 
behind the house. A 
suspended Fireorb echoes 
the vertical line of 
the trees. A saarinen 
dining table and Tulip 
chairs for Knoll sit 
in the front of the same 
room (right ) , with a 
wide view to the prairie 
on the other side of 
the house. 
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Diane Pascal and Thomas Richie don't quite blend 
in. When they venture to the farmers' market from 
their weekend home in Hennepin, Illinois, vendors 
often ask where they're from. "There aren't a lot 
of Volvo station wagons around here," says Pascal. 
Unlike most weekend visitors to the area, they're not 
recreational hunters, and they don't ride ATVs out 
to visit their neighbors. 

But Hennepin, a small lllinois River town about 
100 miles southwest of Chicago with a population 
of 7071 is exactly the sort of place Pascal and her hus­
band were searching for in 2004, when they began 
scouting a spot to build. Spurning trendy summer 
outposts like the Lake Michigan shores, they chose 
Hennepin, where you're more likely to pass a coal 
plant worker on the street than a vacationing CEO. 

Richie, a freelance advertising creative director, 
and Pascal, the development officer for an organiza­
tion serving homeless people, maintain a sense 
of humor about their city-slickerdom. They are 
determined to learn about the environment they've 
adopted, from the lovely purple flowers blooming 
in their prairie backyard (Pascal wishes she knew the 
name) to the tall, kelly green crops grown by their 
farmer neighbors (Richie thinks it's switchgrass, 
but he's not sure). "I wonder if people moving from 
country to city feel as clueless as I do," Pascal jokes. 

Back-to-the-land hippies they're not: X House is 
filled with the trappings of a modern metropolitan 
existence-a red retro kitchen clock, a Fireorb in 
the living room, concrete bedroom floors. Inside and 
out, though, the home manages to disappear into 
the rural landscape, thanks to considered treatment 
of the building's proportions. 

Designed to fit the owners' tight budget and con­
cerns about their ecological footprint, the house 
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is just 1,600 square feet, but it feels much larger. The 
home is situated on 14 acres of Midwestern prairie 
and woodland, where the ambient noise sounds 
like a new-age relaxation CD: chirping birds, light 
wind, buzzing insects, and a babbling creek. So it's 
ironic that Pascal and Richie chose UrbanLab, the 
boutique firm founded by husband-and-wife duo 
Martin Felsen and Sarah Dunn, to design their place. 
Felsen and Dunn, both professors of architecture, 
are widely regarded as two of Chicago's hottest 
young designers for a body of work located primar­
ily within the bounds of the city. Indeed, Felsen 
admits he'd probably buy a place in the Sears Tower 
before he'd build a house for himself in the country. 

That urban-rural tension, however, was crucial 
to innovations that helped position the design 
between classic and cutting-edge. Though Dunn Jed 
the project, it was a collaboration: she and Richie 
were the dreamers, suggesting ideas far out of their 
price range; Felsen and Pascal were the realists, 
steering their spouses toward what made fiscal 
and logistical sense. The architects spent months 
creating prototypes. "They would've kept designing 
indefinitely if we hadn't stopped them," says Pascal. 

Dunn's final concept placed the house on the 
boundary between two natural territories, in a sort 
of •x marks the spot" configuration. The central 
living space is located at the intersection point of 
the X, which resembles a pair of funnel cones placed 
end to end. The walls spread out to create panoramic 
views of woodlands to the south and prairie to the 
north, like a pair of frame less landscape paintings. 
Knotty pine, chosen for its graphic quality, covers 
the room from floor to ceiling, with the orientation 
of the slats modeled on the property's topographic 
lines. It lends the space the feeling of a roomy sauna, 
though substantial airflow keeps it cool. 

To the east and west, camouflaged behind sliding 
wooden doors, are what Dunn calls the "quiet zones." 
The master bedroom and bathroom sit on one side 
of the house, while a guest wing, which comprises 
a bedroom and bathroom, plus a small office/Jiving 
area, occupies the other. These zones are radically 
different from the main room, resembling modem 
urban apartments. 

The kitchen is open, simple, and small. It's mostly 
functional, with a few clever touches, such as an 
extra-tall stainless steel backsplash and a random 
polka-dot arrangement of compact fluorescent lamp 
bulbs on the celling. 

Elsewhere, Pascal and Richie opted for custom 
creations: When they couldn't find light fixtures 
they liked for the living room, Felsen, whose father 
owned a lighting company, designed overhead lights 
that evoke a computer circuit board.A metalsmith 
fabricated the steel, and then Felsen and UrbanLab 
staffer Lee Greenberg wired them. To limit costs, 
Richie scoured the Internet and Chicago boutiques 
for original fixtures and furniture, such as the 
Keuco-made clean-white-block bathroom vanities. 
The walls are filled with photographs and faux­
advertisement prints by Richie and other friends.••·· 
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The wooden doors in 
T.he living roOCI ( right ) 
practically vanish 
when closed . Sliding 
them open reveals 
modern bedroom suites 
in a lighter , brighter 
palette . The kitchen 
(below) was left open 
so Pascal and Richie 
wouldn ' t be cut off 
from guests while they 
cook during di nner 
parties . The slick­
surfaced cooking axea 
contrasts with the llO%e 
textured and nistic 
appearance of the ~ain 
living space . 
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The front deck (above) , 
invisible from the 
road, is an extension 
of the wood paneling in 
the main living space . 
A small room in the 
guest wing (le~) dou­
bles as a lounge and 
studio, with a table 
designed by Richie and 
a Case Study daybed from 
Modernica. I n the closet 
(right ) sticlclike wall 
hooks continue t he nu:al 
motif . In the •aster 
bedroo~ (opposite) , the 
same perforated •aterial 
that was used in the 
bathroom gives a sense 
of sunlight filtering 
through leaves . 

Richie feared that this modem house on the prai­
rie might eventually find itself outdated. From the 
road, though, the corrugated-aluminum structure 
doesn't seem out of place. It's reminiscent of the 
farm buildings that dot the landscape. When the 
couple moved in, the movers drove past the home 
twice, stopping only after Pascal flagged them down. 

But the natu.ral and full-grown state of the sur­
rounding land is intentional. Pascal and Richie 
have been managing their acreage primarily on 
their own based on the overall outdoor plan devised 
by urbanLab and landscape architect Chandra 
Goldsmith. The couple, who admit little prior knowl­
edge of country living, are learning as they go.A 
Putnam County High School teacher brings kids 
from FFA (an agricultural education organization 
founded as Future Farmers of America) to get some 
hands-on science education by maintaining 1.5 

acres that have been restored into a natural prairie 
habitat. They worked with a forester to develop a 
land management plan for 12 acres of forest, placing 
it under the Federal Conservation Reserve Program. 

Now that they've become familiar with their 
new habitat, Pascal and Riehle can't help but resist 
the prospect of other buyers following them out to 
Hennepin. Richie's native Acworth, Georgia, a once­
rural Atlanta suburb where cows sometimes roamed 
i.nto his yard, lost its small-town feel when that met­
ropolitan area exploded.Already, Chicago's sprawl 
has gobbled up the towns halfway down the high­
way to Hennepin. Though the couple knows that 
increased foot traffic would benefit local business, 
they nevertheless hope that other city dwellers will 
be slow to discover the town they treasure as their 
own little secret. "I feel selfish when I say it," Riehle 
says, "but I don't want anything to change." • 
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CONCEPTS 

First-Class Cabins 
From the familiar log model to Swiss 
chalets and ~wedish friggebods, cabins are 
the simplest of structures, made from 
local materials in forms that respond to 
climatic and cultural needs. 

However, these no-frills wilderness 
escapes no longer require giving up 

Stoxy by Miyoko Ohtake 
and ;,oi:dan h8hine 
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modern comforts and aesthetics. Today's 
cabins synthesize traditional typology 
with present-day design know-how and 
allow architectural explorations in a way 
traditional homes rarely do. Here we 
highlight five modern retreats that might 
give you cabin fever of a different sort. 
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Salt Spring 
Island Cabin 
.t.rc:hi.te~ : Olson Sundberg Kundig Allen Aichitects 
Location: Salt Spring Island, British Columbia 

Cabins are an integral part of Canadian culture. 
Spending summers on a dock or in the woods 
is a rite of passage for our neighbors to the north, 
who even mark the return of warmer weather 
with an unofficial but widely celebrated weekend 
holiday (MayTWo·Four) to kick off cottage season. 

On a four-acre site on salt Spring Island, just 
southwest of Vancouver, Olson Sundberg Kundig 
Allen Architects crafted a cabin-modest in size 
yet bold in design- on the site where another 
cottage once stood. Inside the walls of rammed 
earth and steel, the 191-square-foot space is a cozy 
nook warmed by the caramel colors of the cedar 
on the floor and ceiling, which was milled from 
salvaged timbers, as well as the heat produced by 
the wood-burning stove. "The small size creates 
an intimate, protected refuge within a larger land· 
scape," architect Tom Kundig says. "It forces you 
to engage with the bigger landscape yet still pro­
vides a sanctuary from the elements." 

The cabin's owner lives in Seattle, but she remains 
true to her Canadian roots, spending every other 
weekend in the summer (and one weekend a month 
in the winter) at her cottage. The unfmished steel 
cladding that slides over the cabin's wall of windows 
like a shutter makes for easy openings and closings; 
each time a reason to head to the Beer Store for 
a 24-pack of Molson Canadian .... 



CONCEPTS 

Wooden Cabin 
Architect: : Gxoupe 
Location: Volleges , Switzerland 

For Groups architects, designing the Wooden 
cabin was a matter of achieving a balance between 
convention and innovation-resulting in a tra­
ditional Swiss chalet with a modem aesthetic. 
Principal architect Fran~ois de Marignac kept the 
classic gabled roof, wide overhang, and open-plan 
interior while forgoing decorative exterior carpentry 
in favor of thick, flat walls to weather the heavy 
winter snows and year-round winds. Composed 
entirely of locally sourced larch, the honey-colored 
Wooden Cabin will in time tum gray, then black, 
blending in with the older constructions nestled 
nearby on the Alpine valley mountainside.111• 
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CONCEPTS 

• Georgtan Bay 
Cottage 
Axchitect : Leo Mieles Aichit ect 
Location: Chxi stian Island, Ontari o 

The Georgian Bay Cottage treads lightly on the 
land- as the natives whose reservation this cabin 
is built on once did. Because the lots are leased, 
architect Leo Mieles explains, "the approach is: 
'Let's not clear the hell out of the land but instead 
quietly embed our cottage and enjoy the landscape.'" 
This attitude prompts residents to distill their 
desires to the basic elements needed to escape from 
the city and relax in nature. Here, the solution is 
a "long-shed" construction featuring a large sliding 
door and pull-down bug screen,a translucent corru­
gated-fiberglass roof, and exposed studs and ties. 

• • M1n1House 
Architect: Jonas wagell Design and Aichitectu:re 
Location: Katxineholm, Sweden 

Prefabricated, flat-packed, and put together on­
site with a little love and elbow grease, the Mini 
House is a modern Swedish shed (or friggebod) that 
reimagines architecture as product. Conceived by 
Jonas Wagell for his master's thesis at the Konstfack 
University College of Arts, Crafts, and Design 
in Stockholm, the small structure's simple, livable 
design lacks a kitchen or bath, although those­
along with a sauna or solar-power system- can 
be added on as modular units. II>-
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Let Dwell help you redesign 
every room in your house! 

Featuring award-winning 
photography, our new special 
issue is filled with tips and tactics 
to make the most of your space. 
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Make It Yours is available 

for $9.99 on newsstands and 
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Cabin Vardehaugen 
Architect: Fantastic Norway Al:chitects 
Location: Vardehaugen, Norway 

At the mouth of a fjord on the Fosen peninsula in 
Norway, form followed function to a small rocky out­
crop called Vardehaugen. There, Fantastic Norway 
Architects constructed Cabin Vardehaugen atop the 
exposed, wind-whipped hill. The holiday haven­
shaped like "a mountain fox curled up to avoid the 
wind," says lead architect Hakon Matre Aasar0d­
took its structural cues from the environment. In 
addition, the careful composition had to respect 
both the unfettered panorama and strict local build­
ing regulations set in place to preserve the land­
scape's purity. "Our dramatic nature is something 
truly unique and special to our country," Aasar0d 
says. "But even though this fascination with nature 
is a romantic idea, the Norwegian building tradition 
is rather pragmatic, without ornamentation." II• 



dwell 

Tell us what 
you really think. 

Join the Inside Dwell reader panel and become 
a part of our influential inner circle. This is your 
chance to voice your opinions about all things 
Dwell. And when you do, we will reward you 
with opportunities to win cool products, receive 
exclusive event invitations, and more. 

Get started. Go to insidedwell.com/join. 
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CONCEPTS 

An angled :i:oof and 
sloping walls help 
di:i:ect wind away f:i:om 
the cabin's small 
outdoo:i: enclave, 
protecting the porches 
from the elements. Steel 
:i:ods secu:i:e the cabin 
di:i:ectly to the solid 
bed:i:ock below. Ill 
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Though some might say that you can't 

buy good taste, Cok de Rooy has 

built a career out of doing just that. 

He refined his design sensibilities 

as a buyer for big brands like Liberty 

of London, and in 1992, he and 
his business partner, Dick Dankers, 

opened the frozen fountain in 

Amsterdam. Today the Dutch design 
shop is renowned for showcasing 
both homegrown and international 
talents, hosting twice-yearly exhibi­
tions, and rotating original art and 

prototypes among its curated wares 
for purchase. 

Story by Jordan Kushins 
Portrait by Alex Subrizi 
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What's best about your job? 
The most fun element for me is meet­

ing and talking with young designers. 

The new generation is very optimistic­

yet serious and well aware of their 

talents- and always thinking about 
invent ing new solut ions for the future. 

What makes you wish you did 
something else? 

Nothing. In another l ife, I think I'd 
want to be an architect, playing with 
space, material, and balance. But 
now, this is exactly what I want to do. 

How do you define "good design" ? 
A wel l-designed item communicates 

precisely what it was made for. Good 

designers and artists must be original, 

curious, and autonomous. 

What's your most recent purchase? 

A small black-and-white photo of 
a bottle, teapot, and saucer. It's 
marvelous: completely quiet and 

very tasteful. 

1. Furniture from Nani Marquina, Vitra, 
Piet Hein Eek, and Foscarini. 
2. Grandmother's Treasures Tea Set by 
Vika Mitrachenka for the Frozen Fountain. 

Is there anything you are 

embarrassed to love? 

My girlfriend once bought a l ittle 

statue of Marilyn Monroe for a dollar 
from a market in Italy. It was 100 per­

cent kitsch, and I thought, My good­

ness. Then it broke, and I found myself 
spending a whole evening gluing 

it back together. It was so funny, back 

from a thousand pieces. I loved it. 

Is there an object that changed 

how you think about design? 

I'm not a designer, and I'm not an 

artist. When those creative types 

show me things, I'm always surprised. 
I always enjoy looking at new work. 

So it's quite abstract, in a way, what 
has influenced me. 

What are you currently longing for? 
That life stays as it is. !II 

3. Shippo!ady by Hella Jongerius for 
Cibone Collection. 
4. High Gloss lacquered Oakwood Chair 
in Scrapwood by Piet Hein Eek. 
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MARMOL RADZINER PREFAB 

Marmol Radziner Prefab has created the Skyline Series 

to take advantage of the infill opportunities in urban areas. 
The Skyline Series offers six mix-and-match floor plans that 

fit on typical city lots and can easily be customized to various 
street configurations. By offering standard models, custom 
design time and cost are greatly reduced to provide people 

with new homes more quickly and easily. 

Marmol Radziner Prefab believes that factory-built homes 

are the smarter way to build and is constantly looking for 
ways to bring prefab to more people. The Skyline Series is 
the latest creation of timeless design and quality. 

marmolradzinerprefab.com/skyline.html 
or call 310-689-0089 

ALindal 
CEDAR HOMES 

Lindal Cedar Homes, in business for 60 years, worked with 
Turkel Designs to create this new series of efficiently designed 

homes that are fresh, exuberant, and respond to contemporary 

dwelling expectations through the intelligent use of shared 
space, structure, volume, and light_ These homes incorporate 
many principles of environmentally conscious design, such as 

the use of natural and sustainable materials, passive gain and 
shading, and natural whole-house vent ilation. The warmth and 

livability of a modern Linda I home comes from clean, unclut­
tered lines and the inspired use of natural materials. 

Lindal Cedar Homes, delivered around the world, provides a 
lifetime structural warranty with each home and has contributed 

generously to the American Forests reforestation program on 
behalf of our clients for nearly 20 years. 

lindal.com/dwell or call 1-888-4LINDAL 



ESSAY 

Sunday 
Styles 
When the Unitarian Church in 
Westport, Connecticut, asked Victor 
Lundy to design its first church 
building, he imagined a pair of hands 
in prayer. Pressed together they rep­
resent submission, but when pulled 
apart in a pose of questioning, they let 
the light through. Parishioners arrived 
at their finished church in 1965 to 
find it capped by twin roofs that rise 
on either side of the altar and reach 
toward the sky in parallel pinnacles 
that never meet. Sunlight illuminates 
the sanctuary through a well-placed 
skylight. The spires, Lundy said, repre­
sent the "open question" at the heart 
of Unitarian Universalism, a denomi­
nation that has shed the dogma of 
its Christian roots in favor of an ecu­
menical search for meaning without 
ever espousing a singular truth. 

For a small denomination that 
sits proudly on the left fringe of 
American religious communities, 
Unitarian Universalism boasts 
a surprisingly impressive roster of 
churches by major modern architects. 
Though tradition generally looms 
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large in religious building, many 
Unitarian Universalist congregations 
have embraced a design approach 
in line with their progressive tempera­
ment. In modem architecture they 
found an affinity of style and world­
view, and subsequently sought out 
architects like Frank Lloyd Wright, 
Louis Kahn, Paul Rudolph, and Edward 
Durell Stone. Looking for designs that 
are less high altars of worship than 
spiritual gathering places, the congre­
gations have found that the flexibility 
of modem design meets their prefer­
ence for ambiguity over absolutes and 
humanism over hellfire. 

Historically, much of the world's 
important and lasting architecture 
has been religious- from Greek 
temples to European cathedrals. The 
awe inspired by their marble masses 
and soaring vaults was located some­
where between the sheer power of God 
and the possibilities of man working 
in his service. Though today's celebrity 
architects focus on high-profile muse­
ums and concert halls (our places of 
secular devotion), for millennia creat­
ing sacred space was architecture's 
principal concern. 

In most religious buildings, 
architectural boundaries have been 
established by centuries of tradition. 
Cathedrals from Notre Dame to 

Westminster may reflect different 
styles and ornamentation, but their 
plans are nearly always based on 
the axis of a cross. Mosques face Mecca 
and share the common spire of the 
minaret, and synagogues around the 
world are pointed toward Jerusalem. 
But as a denomination, Unitarian 
Universalism offers architects free­
dom: It has no creed (not even cen­
tral agreement on belief in God) and 
emphasizes diversity and equality 
in beliefs and backgrounds. Many con­
gregations have found that by break­
ing from the traditional ecclesiastical 
blueprint, the very notion of sacred 
space could be redefined as well. 

Unitarian Universalism has its roots 
in New England Puritanism, though 
the two sects-Unitarians and Univer­
salists merged in the 1950s and 1960S­
quickly rejected established Christian 
orthodoxies like original sin and 
the holy trinity. As Unitarian and 
Universalist congregations expanded 
throughout the country in the 19th 
century, they turned their focus away 
from the hereafter and distinctly 
toward the present. While holy rollers 
preached damnation at tent reviv-
als across the land, Unitarians and 
Universalists tucked into the good 
work of abolishing slavery and 
promoting women's suffrage. When 
it came time to build, they embraced 

the styles of the day. 
Free from the burden of tradition, 

Unitarian and Universalist congrega­
tions felt no need to mimic ecclesi­
astical architecture of the past. Gilded 
Age architect Frank Furness designed 
a new building for the First Unitarian 
Church of Philadelphia, where his 
father had been a legendary abolition­
ist minister for so years, which was 
completed in 1886.A.C.Schweinfurth 
designed a rustic turn-of-the-century 
gabled wooden church in Berkeley, 
California, and H. H. Richardson's 
church in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
was built in his typical Richardson 
Romanesque style. 

In 1905 the Universalist congre­
gation in Oak Park, Illinois, commis­
sioned local iconoclast Frank Lloyd 
Wright-a Unitarian himself-to 
design a new church after theirs .,. 

Victor Lundy's Unitarian Church in Westport, 
Connecticut. nicknamed the New Ship 
Church, is a nod to the 1681 Old Ship Church 
in Hingham, Massachusetts. 
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burned down. Wright set out to 
create a structure that, as he put it, 
would embody "the principles of 
liberal religion for which this. church 
stands ... unity, truth, beauty, simplic­
ity, freedom, and reason." Rather than 
steeples reaching for the heavens, 
Wright created a closed, intimate space 
whose squat, earthbound configura­
tion invites human connection. 

The square room's nine different 
seating areas face each other, and with 
no pew more than 40 feet from the 
pulpit, Wright engineered an intimacy 
between clergy and congregation. 
"This is symbolic of the theology 
of our tradition, wherein the minister 
is called out of the congregation as 
a part of it and not placed in it from 
the outside," says retired architect 
and Unitarian Universalist minister 
William Haney.Alan Taylor, the 
congregation's senior minister calls 
the church, known as Unity Temple, 
"a container for worship." "There's 
a sense of the divine or God coming 
into the space, rather than the space 
trying to reach up for God," he says. 

In the 1950s and 1960s,as the 
Unitarians and Universalists merged 
into their current unified form and 
many of their parishioners moved to 
the suburbs, a number of congrega­
tions sold their urban properties and 
followed suit.Architecturally minded 
and flush with cash, Unitarian 
Universalism underwent something 
of a small building boom. Paul Rudolph 
was commissioned to design a new 
building for First Church in Boston 
(a congregation then 338 years old, 
originally chartered by colonial gover­
nor John Winthrop); Pietro Belluschi 
set to work on a church in Rockford, 
Illinois; Edward Durell Stone built one 
in Schenectady, New York; Alexander 
Girard designed a wood-mosaic mural 
for a church in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico; and Louis Kahn designed 
a church in Rochester, New York. 

The original meeting houses of the 
17th century had a spare, functional 
quality that found easy expression in 
modernism's stripped-down aesthet­
ics.A battery of new churches built on 
the congregational intimacy of the 
faith's roots were also expressions of 
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high modernism's desire for simplicity, 
open interiors, and hostility to gaudy 
ornamentation. Lundy's church in 
Westport-nicknamed the New Ship 
Church, after the sail-like shape 
of its swooping roofs-is possessed 
of just that sense of history and is 
a canny homage to the 1681 old Ship 
Church of Hingham, Massachusetts­
the oldest Unitarian Universalist 
meetinghouse in continuous use. 

Another point of convergence was 
the embrace of the natural world. 
¥-odern architects who were eager to 
use natural materials and play with 
the relationship between indoors and 
out had a receptive audience in con­
gregants who found spiritual inspira­
tion in the natural world. "Nature 
often has an important theological 
position in many of our churches," 
says Haney. "We've inherited from 
Emerson and the Transcendentalists, 
and exposure to nature through 
clear glass rather than the mystery 
of stained glass has become an 
essential part of our architecture." 

Modem architects also found ways 
to express the absence of hierarchy 
in the congregations for which they 
were building. Belluschi used mov­
able chairs instead of pews for seating, 
emphasizing flexibility in use and 
renouncing the dogmatic positioning 
of the minister at the front preach-

Frank Lloyd Wright was the first modern 
architect to design a Universalist church. 
He volunteered to design a replacement 

ing truth to those assembled. Kahn's 
Rochester church did the same thing. 

Although much recent American 
religious architecture seems to have 
taken the Metrodome as its point of 
reference, Unitarian Universalist con­
gregations continually look to high 
design to create their sacred spaces. 

In 1993 Edward Larabee Barnes 
designed a church in Manhasset, 
New York, and in 2008 the Wisconsin 
firm Kubala Washatko completed a 
LEED Gold-certified addition to Frank 
Lloyd Wright's First Unitarian Society 
Meeting· House in Madison. The con­
gregation made as many sustainable 
choices as they could, while never 
losing sight of their church as a place 
for fellowship. The chairs are placed 
so that people make eye contact with 
each other. "You can see those who 
are feeling joy," says project architect 
Vince Micha, "and others who are 
experiencing sorrow, and the design 
gives the opportunity to talk to them 
after a service, and support them." 

Sacred space, as ever, is as much 
about community here on earth as 
it is in heaven.As this uniquely Ameri­
can sect continues to move with the 
times-both social and architectural­
it proves that when it comes to church, 
God is in the details. Not that the 
Unitarian Universalists are insisting 
that there is one.I~ 

for Unity Church in Oak Park, Illinois, the 
morning after it burned down. The result 
is the beloved Unity Temple. 0 

Novet;nber 2009 us 1 



ModernCabana.com 

Home office, guest house, play 
room, yoga studio ... whether you 
need 100 or 1,000 square feet, 
Modern Cabana offers prefabricated 
and sustainable space solutions to 
fit your lifestyle. At Modern Cabana 
we want to live d ifferently, to use 
less, and get more. 

San Francisco, CA 
Tel. 415-206-9330 
info@moderncabana.com 
moderncabana.com 

Inhabit 

Introducing new bamboo-organic 
cotton fabric b lends from Inhabit .. 
Available in bedding, sheeting, over­
size t hrows, and pillows. All fabrics 
are Oeko-Tex" certified. Bamboo is 
naturally antibacterial. cleans the air, 
breathes to manage body tempera­
ture, and is two to three times softer 
than equal-t hread-count cotton 
fabrics. Surround yourself. 

inhabitliving.com 
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Seascape Lighting 

We specialize in building custom 
light fixtures, in-house printed lamp­
shade fabric, table and floor lamps, 
and wall sconces. We work w ith 
wood, acrylic, metal, and over 
75 fab rics including silks, veneers, 
linens, and natural p lant fibers. 

Call or fax for a q uotation and 
40-page color catalog. 

Toll-free 800-444-0233 
Fax 831-728-0658 
seascapelamps.com 

Wacom 
Work Directly on Screen 

The Wacom Cintiq interactive pen 
display allows designers. architects 
and other creative professionals 
the ability to work with a pen directly 

on t he surface of the LCD screen. 
Working naturally and intuitively 
directly on screen can speed any 
digital workflow and encourage 
creativity. 

wacom.com/cintiq 

Visual Acoustics 

This unique documentary celebrates 
t he life and career of Julius Shulman, 
the world's greatest architectural 
photographer. Visual Acoustics 
is both a testament to the evolution 
of modern architecture and a joyful 
portrait of the whip-smart gentleman 
who captured it. 

Now p laying in theaters. Visit 
juliusshulmanfilm.com for showtimes. 

juliusshulmanfilm.com 

Loll Designs 
Outdoor Furniture for the Modern 
Lol/ygagger 

Loll products are American made 
using 100 percent recycled materials 
and require no maintenance or up­
keep, unlike t he lawn. 

Shown: Ca brio Lounge Chair and 
26 Satellite Side Table. 

lolldesigns.com 

ISS Designs™ Shelving 
Modern Design. Infinite Possibilities. 

Maximize your wall space with modu­
lar shelves or create a room divider 
using aluminum compression poles. 
Create your custom design for half 
the price of built-ins, and take it w ith 
you when you move. 

Bookshelves, office, wall units, closets. 
Your design. Priced right. 

Onli ne Store Dwell Code: dwell09. 

Toll-free 877-477-5487 
issdesigns.com 

The Lavassa Line 
Bold Furniture by Peter Harrison 

Fresh, clean. and modern. Striking 
desi·gns elegant ly combine concrete, 
metal, and wood into exquisite fur­
niture. All pieces are handmade wit h 
b@autiful proportions and attention 
to detail. 

See the complete line online. 

Tel. 518-882-4031 
lavassa.com 



Hide Collection 
by Bevara Design House 

Bevara Design House is founded on 
the premise of responsible, p ractical. 
and lasting design. Our collections of 
furniture and accessories, including 
tables, beds, and shelving, are made 
from sustainable materials and with 
the real world in mind. 

Tel. 510-482-5750 
bevaradesign.com 

Art Museum 
Street Banners 

Exhibition banners that once hung 
on city st reetpoles are now available 
for your home. Own one of these 
dramatic artworks from MoMA, 
LACMA, SFMOMA, the Art Institute 
of Chicago, and others. 

New arrivals every month­
subscribe to our free newsletter 
at betterwall.com. 

Tel. 303-756-6615 
betterwall.com 

Doodle Dog Pet Bed 
William Wegman Collection 

Wegman's signature dog doodle is 
a fun and fancy-free addition to your 
pup's favorite perch. The hot hues 
add style and flair, perfect for that 
dog who likes to rock it. Solid back 
in a complementary color. Machine 
washable. For sizes and colors call 
or refer to our website. 

Toll-free 800-CRYPTON 
cryptonfabric.com 

White Barn Millworks 
Nature's Closet is Our Inventory 

Your unparalleled resource for orna­
mental/st ructural milled beams, slabs, 
custom lumber, wood sculpture, and 
handmade furniture. With nearly a 
century of land ownership and careful 
forest land management, our natural 
resources can accommodate any of 
your design needs. With sustainable 
sensitivity, we are natural, green, and 
beautiful. 

Tel. 530-343-0695 
whitebammillworks.com 

Gary Lindsey 
Photography 
Beautiful ... Naturally. 

Transforming, impressionistic images; 
museum-quality giclee prints on 
archival paper. Each print is signed 
by the artist and available in sizes up 
to 44" x 78". Fifteen percent of your 
purchase benefits green and social 
programs through the Pachamama 
Alliance. 

O rder now for holiday delivery. 

garylindseyphotography.com 

Lucero Studio 

Ind ividually handcrafted. Inspired 
by industrial aesthetics and essential 
materials. These are the trademarks 
of Lucero Studio's new fu rniture and 
accessory line. 

Tel. 612-805-1385 
lucerostudio.com 

Blend Creations 
Beauty, Warmth, and Harmony 
in Stainless Steel 

Blend Creations takes the utilitarian 
elegance of stainless steel and b lends 
it with an array of textures and colors 
for jewelry that is imbued with a sense 
of culture, style, and vib rancy. 

Shown at actual size: Red cloisonne 
torus necklace. 

blendcreations.com 

Arto Brick 

Th in brick veneer for use on interior 
or exterior walls and floors in wet or 
dry locations. No foundation needed­
installed by mason, t ile setter, or DIY. 
Standard colors and textures online 
(custom availab le). 

Rustic elegance, designed and 
manufactured in California since 1966. 

Ar:to Brick 
To'll free 888-757-8453 
info@artobrick.com 
artobrick.com 



Iconic Refined Hardware 

Make a statement with sliding doors. 
Wide selection of styles, sizes, and 
finishes. Enchanes offices, lofts, homes. 
and more with hardware that can 
transform any room. For last, friendly, 
old-fashioned service, g ive us a call. 
Mention this ad for a dealer discount. 

Stainless Steel 
Hardware 
Imported from Germany 

Exceptional 100 percent stainless 
steel levers at affordable pricing. 
Privacy and passage functions 
available. 

Exclusive limited-time discount for 
Dwell readers: Enter code dwell1109. 

Shown: New York. Toronto, Verona. 

stainlesssteelstuff.com 

Guaranteed lowest price. 

Specialty DOOi"$ 

Toll-free 866·815-8151 
barndoorhardware.com 

Big Chill 

Get out of the box and into a Big 
Chill refrigerator. This may look like 
your mother's icebox, but the Big 
Chill includes all of today's function­
ality, efficiency, and dependability. 
The only thing we left off was 
the chisel; no defrosting required! 

Toll-free 877-842-3269 
info@bigchillfridge.com 
bigchillfridge.com 

e 
·~. -
...... · -
- • 

... 

Interior-Deluxe 
Luxury Contemporary Lighting 

We invite you to browse our exclusive 
collection of modern and contem­
porary lighting fixtures. Discover the 
latest lighting trends from Europe's 
top design manufacturers. Most of 
our products are in stock and ready 
to ship. Trade clients are welcome. 

Toll-free 866-477-1345 
Interior-deluxe.com 

' .. • .... 
() 

dria II 

Your DNA into Art 

DNA 11 creates personalized 
ponraits from your actual DNA. 
Each portrait is as unique as you. 
You choose the size and color. 

Swab-based DNA collectiOr'I is 
painless and simple. Very unique 
gift idea. Also available: fingerprint 
and "kiss· portraits. 

Toll-free 866-619-9574 
dna11.com 

WOW Your Walls! 

Customized art from your photos. 
Choose from 40 fun and unique 
looks printed up to 42" x 42" on 
paper or canvas and stretched or 
custom framed after you approve a 
p roof. The original photo to art com· 
pany provid ing great quality, prices, 
and service since 1997. It's easy, fun, 
reasonably priced, and the most 
personalized holiday g ift you can 
give! 

Toll-free 800-453-9333 
photowow.com 

Tonal Clothing 

San Francisco-based clothing com· 
pany doing unique designs on high· 
quality T-shirts and hats for men and 
women. Designs are a mix of urban 
and natural themes; colorful, original, 
and affordable. Come visit our online 
store; we will ship anywhere. 

Tel. 415-386-1142 
info@tonalclothlng.com 
tonalclothing.com 



Modern-Shed 
Prefab Structures 

A growing prefab company located 
in Seattle, we strive to offer a solu­
tion for the changing needs of eco­
conscious individuals and families. 
Now offering our Dwelling-Shed and 
Guest-Shed, creating small-footprint 
everyday living. 

Tel. 206-524-1188 
info@modem-shed.com 
modern-shed.com 
dwelling-shed.com 

Hand-forged iron Campaign daybed, 
Now $699. Optional trundle atOIH under. 

charlesprogers.com/ 
bedsdirect 

New York's secret source for hand­
crafted beds and daybeds for over 
150 years. Select hardwoods, leather, 
iron, brass. and steel. Free catalog. 
Factory showroom open to public. 
Web/phone orders welcome. 
We ship anywhere. 

55 West 17th Street 
New York, New York 10011 
Tel. 866-818-6702 
charlesprogers.com 

Mountain Lumber Co. 

Manufacturers of reclaimed and 
FSC™ newly harvested flooring. 
For over 30 years, Mountain Lumber 
has crafted one-of-a-kind floors 
made from reclaimed wood found 
in historic structures around the 
world. Our flooring shows that you 
can be green and beautiful without 
making compromises. 

Toll·free 800-445-2671 
sales@mountainlumber.com 
mountainlumber.com 

Liza Phillips Design 

ALTO Steps-handmade, modular 
rugs for your stairs. Available in 
several colorways, each with patterns 
and solids. Arrange them in any 
sequence. GoodWeave certified. 

Shown: Lava. 

Tel. 845-252-9955 
lizaphillipsdesign.com 

modwalls 
Making Tile Modern 

Modern wall and floor coverings 
including glass, porcelain, cork, 
river rocks. and recycled-glass tile. 
O rder online. Free shipping in the 
continental U.S. on orders over $200. 
Discounted shipping to other areas. 
Trade pricing available. 

Shown: Lush® 3" x 6" in Sky. 

Toll-free 877-439-9734 
modwalls.com 

complete your space 
with an 
affordable, 

• 
canvas 

md-canvas.com 

A "modern digital canvas" is the 
affordable, strong, and stylish art 
solution for any interior. Our cool, 
original modern images are printed 
with archival inks on rich cotton 
canvas. They arrive to your door 
fully stretched and ready to hang. 
An original painting is expensive 
and hard to find; a poster or print 
is just a copy ... our m-dc canvases 
bridge the gap! 

RAYDOOR® 
Sliding Walls and Doors 

"Divide the space- keep your light." 
Ideal for any living space, Raydoor 
systems create private environments 
without sacrificing natural light. 

Solutions include: sliding (bypassing, 
pocket, stacking, rolling), folding, 
pivot, and fixed. With a variety 
of frames and translucent (or solid) 
cores; order custom, in standard 
sizes, or through our quick ship 
program. 

Tell. 212-421-0641 
raydoor.com 

Get a big modern canvas and trans­
form your space today. We offer 
amazing prices: $199 for a three-foot 
size, up to our jumbo, five-foot canvas 
for just $379. Free shipping on all 
orders. Call us or shop 24/7 on our 
secure website. 

Toll-free 888-345-0870 
md-canvas.com 



Rabbit Air 

Breathe well where you dwell. Rabbit 
Air purifiers relieve allergy and 
asthma symptoms while freshening 
the air indoors. With a six-stage filtra­
tion system, the Minus A2 ultraquiet 
HEPA air purifier t raps and dest roys 
dust mites, pet dander, pollen. mold, 
smoke, and odors to create a fresh, 
clean environment for your home 
or office. Designed to either stand 
on the floor or be mounted on 
the wall. the MinusA2 fits perfe·ctly 
into every modern home. 

Fabulous Stationery 

Check out new holiday designs from 
Fabulous Stationery! Create modern­
ist inspired holiday cards, invitations, 
announcements, or blank note cards 
that reflect your style. Select designs 
available in earth·friendly 100 per· 
cent recycled stock. It's BO percent 
post-consumer waste and manufac· 
tured entirely chlorine-free. Sta1ndard 
stock also available. Enter coupon 
code DWELL to save $S! 

fabulousstationery.com 
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Energy Star-certified and ozone-free, 
Rabbit Air is a healthy, environmen­
tally friend ly solution to polluted 
air. For more information on our 
products, call or visit us on the web. 

Save $20 by entering DWN9 at 
checkout. 

Toll-free 888-866-8862 
rabbitair.com 

BlueStar 
The Only Genuine Restaurant Range 
for the Home TM 

Hand-crafted in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
since 1 880, Blue Star's high-perfor­
mance gas ranges are the cooking 
appliance of choice for the home chef. 

BlueStar offers a full line of gas ranges, 
cooktops, wall ovens, hoods, and cook· 
ware. Available in 190 different colors. 
Over 300 retailers in North America. 

bluestarcooking.com/dwell 

.- ~ .. 

, I ~ t• ' . -

1213 Gallery 
Original Art, Online 

We sell one-of-a-kind and limited­
edition original art by a select group 
of artists. Imagine the art world at 
your fingertips! Browse our gallery 
or search by artist, subject, media, 
size, price, and more. The perfect 
piece is easy to find. Free shipping 
with purchase. 

Works start at $50. 

Shown: Conor O'Donnell, mixed 
media on panel. 

121 Jgallery.com 

Monorail Lighting 
LBCLighting.com 

Low-voltage, hand-bendable rail 
system lets you shape your vision 
to compliment or contrast any 
architectural feature or style for 
your home. office, or store. To learn 
more about Monorail Lighting 
System, please visit o ur website 
at LBCLighting.com. 

goodearthcanvas.com 

Give your space some peace of 
mind. Our large canvases reflect the 
transforming energy of this beautiful 
planet. We also have great Buddhist· 
and Asian-influenced images. 

Stretched on wooden bars, they 
arrive in big flat sturdy boxes, 
ready to hang. Just $199-$379 
with free shipping. 

Toll-free 888-245-0971 
goodearthcanvas.com 

Volume d iscount. Free shipping. 
Price-match guarantee. 

Toll free 877-250-6888 
lbclighting.com 



Palette Contemporary 
Art & Craft 

Created in 31 colors, these 21 " x 2.5" 
inch tall Bambu vases make a stun­
ning statement when either grouped 
together or when complimenting cur­
rent artistic arrangements. An interior 
designer's delight! 

Shown: Bambu vases 
by Laura de Santillana. 

Tel. 505-855-7777 
palettecontemporary.com 

avalisa 

avalisa designs and creates quality 
modern wall art, hand-tufted New 
Zealand wool rugs, games, fine-art 
prints, and designer cards and 
stationery. 

avalisa is a signature lifestyle brand 
that will bring enjoyment to adults 
and children alike for years to come. 

info@avalisa.com 
avalisa.com 

Bauhaus-Style 
Dog Sofa 

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that 
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier 
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or 
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof, 
washable, and removable. Quality 
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210. 
Made in Italy and available exclu­
sively at dogbar.com. 

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR 
dog bar.com 

Rakks Shelving 
Systems 

Rakks is your source for sophisti­
cated and flexible shelving solu­
tions. Our L-Bracket system w ith 
aluminum shelves (shown) provides 
exceptional design flexibility for a 
wide range of storage and d isplay 
applications. Information on our 
full line of wall-mounted and pole· 
supported shelving products can 
be found on our website. 

Toll-free 800-826-6006 
rakks.com 

Modern Outdoor 

We help create incredible outdoor 
environments- furniture that is manu­
factured for heavy commercial use 
in hotels, restaurants, institutions, 
corporate spaces, and all manner of 
public applications, yet aesthetically 
designed for residential settings. 

Made in the U.S.A. honest lead 
times, environmentally conscious 
materials. Furniture by Modern 
Outdoor Designs. 

Tel. 818-785-0171 
modernoutdoor.com 

Environmental Concept 

Environmental Concept creates 
and maintains some of the finest 
residential and commercial gardens 
in Southern California. Committed to 
preserving healthier environments, 
we offer a broad range of eco-con· 
scious services. 

We design and install: native and 
drought tolerant gardens, permeable 
driveways, solar and saline swimming 
pools, organic vegetable gardens, 
aquatic gardens, medicinal gardens, 
butterfly gardens, rooftop gardens, 

Campbell Laird Studio 
Printed and Signed by Artist 

Award-winning Tasmanian artist 
Campbell Laird has been recognized 
by curators from SFMOMA and 
LACMA for his meditative abstrac­
tions. Join collectors from NYC, 
LA, Tokyo, London, and Sydney. 
Archival. limited-edition, eco-friendly 
artworks. Affordable, too! 

Shown: Pnoom series. 

Tel. 310-915-5319 
info@campbelllairdstudio.com 
c:ampbelllairdstudio.com 

antique rose gardens, fruit orchards, 
custom pet habitats, and much more. 

Our projects embrace eco-friendly 
ideals like water efficient landscaping, 
storm water management, erosion 
control. and use of recycled and 
regional materials including FSC· 
certified woods and integrated pest 
management. 

Tel. 310-302-9292 
envconcept.com 



outdoorcollections.com 
All-Weather Wicker, Grade-A Teak. 
Wholesale Prices-Open to the 
Public! 

Suppliers to retailers, hotels, resorts, 
architects, landscapers, and design­
ers in the international market world· 
wide. Over 90,000-square-feet of 
thousands of wicker and teak choices, 
all assembled and ready to go. Email 
for quotes. 

Toft.free 866-937·8325 
info@outdoorcollections.com 
outdoorcollections.com 
teakwarehouse.com 

MoMA Design Store 

Eva Zeise! is considered one of the 
world's most influential industrial 
designers. She was born in Budapest. 
Hungary, in 1906, and her extensive 
body of work incorporates a natural 
and organic approach to modern· 
ism and ranges from ceramic and 
g lass objects to furniture and home 
accessories. 

Sensuede 

Sensuede's innovative and eco· 
efficient manufacturing process sets 
it apart from other microfiber suedes. 
It's Oeko-Tex certified and made 
with 88 percent high-purity recycled 
polyester. It's durable, cleanable, 
versatile, luxurious, and available 
in 133 colors. 

Sensuede: It makes sense. 

www.sensuede.com 

New for 2009, these three mouth· 
blown glass ornaments were 
designed exclusively for MoMA 
by Eva Zeisel with Olivia Barry. 

Toll·free 800-447-6662 
momastore.org 

GelPro® Gel-Filled Anti­
Fatigue Floor Mats 

People are raving about GelPro" 
Mats and how they have changed 
the cooking experience. They are 
the only kitchen accessories you will 
use every time you are in the kitchen 
and the only one that will make you 
feel better every time you use them. 
Made with a soft, shock-absorbing 
gel core, GelPro Mats are great for 
people with back or foot pain or 
for those that just love to cook. 

Hive Modular 
Innovative Modular Housing 

Modern or traditional. Predesigned 
or custom. Small, medium, large, 
or multifamily. 

Affordable. Real. Available now. 
Available in U.S. and Canada. 

Tel. 612-379-4382 
infoOhivemodular.com 
hivemodular.com 

Availab le in over 200 combinations 
of styles, colors, and sizes, includ ing 
designer sizes as large as 3 feet by 
12 feet. Order today and Stand in 
ComfortT". 

Toll-free 866-GEL·MATS (435·6287) 
gel pro.com 

Recycled Aluminum 
Tile 

Mix modern metal mosaics with 
character and texture. Explore our 
galleries of bamboo, cork, stone, 
linoleum, and recycled-glass tiles 
and order samples online. 
Shipping nationwide. 

Shown: 2" x 2" mixed finishes, 
$35 per square foot. 

Eco-Friendly Flooring 
Madison, WI 
Toll-free 866-250-3273 
ecofriendlyflooring .com 



Lumens Light + Living 
Better Lighting. Better Living. 

Lumens offers the best in modern 
lighting, fans, and home accessories. 
Our extensive collection of energy­
efficient lighting allows you to "go 
green· and save without compromis­
ing beauty and style. 

Discover an impressive selection from 
more than 300 fine manufacturers. 
Find the best-known brands from 
LBL, Artemide, Fine Art Lamps, Fies, 
FontanaArte, Foscarini, Tech, Minka 
Aire, and Modern Fan to the latest 
design-studio inspirations. 

Recycling made 
beautiful! 

Integrate recycling into more 
environments with our modular 
recycling b ins. Quick-change 
panels coordinate with any design. 
Wood, marble, slate, metal, and 
more available. Single to quad 
sizes. Planters, wall systems, and 
cabanas also available. 

Shown: Double Recycler with 
3Form Bear Grass Lite panels. 

Tel. 305-857-0466 
deepstreamdesigns.com 

I El LBL Ughtlng 

Lu mens.com· 
LIGHT+ LIVING 

Great accessories and furniture from 
Alessi, Blomus, Blu Dot, Chilewich, 
Kartell, and more. Friendly, expert 
service. Low-price guarantee. Free 
shipping. Easy, no-hassle returns. 

Trade professional? Join Lumens 
Trade Program at lumens.com/ 
tradeprogram. 

Shown: Abbey Mini Pendant by LBL 
Lighting. LED option available. 

Toll-free 877-445-4486 
lumens.com 

Schoolhouse 
Electric Co. 

Manufacturer of residential and com­
mercial period lighting fixtures and 
handblown glass shades that do not 
hint at style- they are classic originals 
that have been out of production 
and unavailable for over 50 years. 
Retail showrooms in New York City 
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric:.com 

MamagreenUSA 

MamagreenUSA has announced 
the nationwide introduction of its 
line of outdoor furniture. 

Featuring FSC-certified reclaimed 
teak, stainless steel, and environmen­
tally friendly synthetics, this award­
winning line defines what luxurious, 
sustainable, contemporary outdoor 
furniture is all about. 

Tel. 415-279-7895 
mamagreenusa.com 

-
mixture 
inspired modern living 

Modern furniture and home acces­
sory lines from around the world 
find their way to mixture. We offer 
furniture, accessories, gifts, original 
art, and interior design services. 

Shown (clockwise from top left): 
F978 chairs by Artifort, Allegro 
Suspension lamp by Foscarini, 
Hills Sofa Collection by Swan Italia, 
Voido rocking chair by Magis, 
Tense Table and Flow Chairs by 
MDFltalia. 

0 FOR THE I MEMBER 
PLANE'[ 

G Squared Art 

Enjoy art and save energy ... the 
Cirque ceiling fan, a high perfor­
mance dynamic sculpture, GOOD 
DESIGN Award winner. View other 
blade finishes on our website. 
Includes SOW light and wall control, 
re mote control available. Lifetime 
warranty. Buy great fan and light­
ing designs on our website or call 
Monday through Fridayfrom 7AM 
to SPM PST. 

Toll-free 877-858-5333 
www.g2art.com 

mixture 

When you're in San Diego, please 
stop by our 8,500 square-foot show­
ro·om in Little Italy. 

2210 Kettner Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Toll-free 800-903-1913 
m ixturehome.com 



Hook and Go 
The Smart Cart 

It is the most functional cart avail­
able for anyone who regularly shops 
at farmers' markets. Simple, easy 
to assemble and store, ideal for 
shoppers on the go," says Dexter 
Carmichael of t he Ferry Plaza 
Farmers' Market. Transport up to 
70 pounds, or eig ht shopping 
bags, with ease and convenience. 
Folds compactly, minimal assembly, 
just 6Y.i pounds. 

Stuv 21 
Fireplace with retractable door 

From the Stuv21 series: a superbly 
designed and beautifully crafted 
wood-burning fireplace p rovid ing 
a totally unobstructed view of the 
fire. The g lass door slides upward 
and completely disappears. 

St0v21 series is available in a variety 
of sizes to suit various architectural 
applications. 

Toll-free 866-487 7888 
stuvamerica.com 

"My customers love how easy the 
Hook and Go's can be set up, broken 
down, and they take up little space 
in their cars."-Greta Dunlap, 
Farmers' Market Manager, Beverly 
Hills Recreation and Parks 

Photo: Dennis Anderson 

Bay Crossings 
Ferry Building #22 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Tel. 415-362-0717 
hookandgo.com 

Whole-House 
Air Purifier 

. ' 

. ' 

The IOAir Perfect 16 air purifier 
removes airborne allergens, dust, 
bacteria, and viruses as much as 
100 times more effectively than 
conventional air-filtration systems. 
Designed to retrofit within the 
existing ductwork of your heating 
and/or air-condit ioning system, 
the Perfect 16 d elivers a constant 
flow of pure, clean air to every 
room of your home. 

Toll-free 800-936-2055 
perfect16.com 

furniturea 

Furniturea 
Rural Modern Design 

Colorful, contemporary furniture 
designs influenced by the t rad itional 
architectural forms and decorative 
arts of rural New England, infused 
with a modern style and whimsical 
spir it. Twenty-four standard color 
choices. Custom colors and custom 
designs to order. 

7 5 Market Street 
Portland, ME 04101 
Toll-free 800-860-8955 
furniturea.com 

Elica 

Europe's # 1 kitchen ventilation brand 
is now available in North America. 
Elica t ransforms the range hood 
from a mere domestic appliance to 
a design object that brings a power­
ful personality into the kitchen 
environment. 

Elica 
222 Merchandise Mart Plaza #947 
Chicago, IL 60654 
Toll-free 866-570-6401 
a.mccormack@elica.com 

:rl'· I 
I WATE 

-
Escape. Explore. Experience. 

Inspired by Eastern Seaboard archi­
tecture and the exotic merchant 
trade of San Francisco Bay, the 
Waters Edge Hotel artfully merges 
diverse influences into an ambience 
t hat both energizes and soothes the 
soul. Located on the water in charm­
ing downtown Tiburon, the hotel 
brings an added ambience of global 
sophistication to this unique part of 
Northern California. 

Restful rooms feature crisp white 
feather beds and hand-knit throws 
perfect for afternoon naps. Our grand 
waterfront deck boasts panoramic 
v iews of the San Francisco skyline 
and Angel Island. Plan your escape 
today! 

25 Main Street 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
Tel. 877-789-5999 
marinhotels.com 



Shades of Green Landscape Architecture 
Sustainable by Design, Innovative by Nature 

Shades of Green is a full-service 
landscape architecture design firm 
offering original design solutions 
tailored to the client's needs. 

Designing residential and commercial 
projects in California and beyond. 

~.. .. . 
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upgrade your audio! 

Audioengine 

Audioengine's innovative self. 
powered speakers and wireless 
products are designed for all your 
music. Check out our award-winning 
sound, high-quality materials, and 
truly useful features. 

Enter coupon code DWELL for ten 
percent off. Free shipping, no tax, 
all cables included. 

Shown: ASN Active Speakers in 
solid carbonized bamboo. 

support@audioengineusa.com 
audioengineusa.com 

Sausalito & Los Angeles 
Tel. 415-332-1485 
shadesofgreenla.com 

ARTBYLT 

Color. Action. Vision. See the full 
collection of New York abst ract artist 
Lynne Taetzsch's original paintings, 
colorful drawings, and limited-edition 
giclee prints on canvas or paper. 
Online gallery and catalog. 

Toll-free 877-278-2581 
artbylt.com 

Feel More Human 

Shop. Explore. 

We look in t he obvious places, peek 
around corners, and turn over the 
unassuming stones for products. 
information, and resources that sup­
port a balanced and eco-conscious 
modern lifestyle. Get inspired by 
great d esign, stay informed with 
original content. Member of 1% 
for the Planet. 

Toll-free 877-424-8626 
feelmorehuman.com 

Stone Forest 

Cutting-edge designs for kitchen, 
bath, and garden sculpted from 
natural materials. Sto ne, bronze, 
bamboo, copper, iron, and hard· 
woods. 

Shown: Wave, Zero. and Veneto 
pedestal sinks. 

Call for a catalog. 

Toll-free 888-682-2987 
stoneforest.com/ dwell 

Your Photos Into 
Canvas Art 

At CanvasPop™ we make it easy and 
fun to turn your personal photos into 
beautiful canvas art pieces. Choose 
any size and add designer effects. 
Makes a great g ift. Visit our websit e 
idea gallery t o get inspired. 

Free shipping with d iscount code 
"dwell." 

Toll-free 8-66-619-9574 
canvaspop.com 



PRESENTED BY 

THE NEW 

LEXUS HS 250h 

New Video 
from dwell.com 
Dwel l editor-in-chief Sam 

Grawe conducts a video 

interview with Mike Simonian 

and Maaike Evers of Mike 

and Maaike, an experimental 

industrial design team located 

in San Francisco. With Grawe 

leading the conversation, the 

pair will share their intricately 

developed plans, providing an 

in-depth look at a concept for 

atnmbl, a driverless car, and 

will expound on their ideas 

about the future of mobility. 

VIEW THE VIDEO BY VISITING: 

dwell.com/videos/ the-car-204 0 .btml 

dwelh 

BDI 
bdiusa.com 

Bernhardt 
bernhardt.com 

BoConcept 
boconcept.us 

Cadillac 
800-333-4CAD 
cadillac.com 

CaesarStone Quartz Surfaces 
877-978·2789 
caesarstoneus.com 

Calligaris 
calligaris.it 

Cherner Chairs 
866-243-7637 
chernerchair.com 

Chevrolet Camaro 
chevrolet.com/camaro 

COR Sitzmoebel 
305-531-0704 
cor.de 

Dwell95 
dwell95.com 

Ekomes 
ekornes.com 

Geico 
geico.com 

Henrybuilt 
henrybuilt.com 

Hive 
866-MOD-HIVE 
hivemodern.com 

Jesse 
jesse.it 

Ke ndall-Jackson Winery 
800-769-3649 
kj.com 

Konzuk 
888-858-7793 
konzuk.com 

Lexus 
800-USA-LEXUS 
lexus.com 

ligne Rosel 
800-BY·ROSET 
ligne-roset-usa.com 

Lincoln 
lincoln.com 

Lu mens 
877-445-4486 
lumens.com 

Contact Our 
Advertisers 

Mastercard 
priceless.com 

Milk Design 
866-570-MILK 
milkdesign.net 

Moen 
800-BUY·MOEN 
moen.com 

Netherlands Board of 
Tourism and Conventions 
coolcapitals.com 

Parsons 
The New School 
for Design 
212·229-8900 
newschool.edu/parsons 

Pedini 
800·404-0004 
pediniusa.com 

Poliform 
888-POLIFORM 
poliformusa.com 

Room& Board 
800-486-6554 
roomandboard.com 

The Rug Company 
323-653-0303 
therugcompany.co m 

Trane 
t rane.com 

Woolly Pocket Garden 
woollypocket.com 

YUghting 
888-888-4449 
ylighting.com 

When contacting our advertisers, 
please be sure to mention that you 
saw their ads in Dwell. 



49 My House 

Lauren Ewing 
laurenewingart.com 

Rutgers University 
rutgers.edu 

Windows and door frames 
by Marvin Windows and Doors 
marvin.com 

Trex decking 
trex.com 
BP Glass Garage Doors 
glassgaragedoors.com 

Plate-glass windows in living room 
from O&H Glass Services 
Tel: 812·882-8181 

R•al Good chair by Blu Dot 
bludot.com 
limestone from 
American Stone Fabricators 
Tel: 812-446-6025 

Una-Clad siding 
unaclad.com 
Front door by Fabco Inc. 
fabco·inc.net 

S6 Off the Grid 

Root Design Build 
rootdesignbuild.com 

Ecological Construction Laboratory 
e-colab.org 
Passive House Institute U.S. 
passivehouse.us 

Passivhaus Institute Germany 
passiv.de 

60 Dwell Reports 

Rick Prelinger 
prelinger.com 

USM Haller 
by Paul Schirer and Fritz Haller 
for USM Modular Furniture 
usm.com 

MShelving media console 
by Load bearing 
load bearing.com 

Ivar combination storage 
by Ikea 
ikea.com 
Domino by TemaHome 
temahome.com 

Balance console 
by Terence Conran 
for the Conran Shop 
conranusa.com 

66 Detour 

Zizi&Yoyo 
ziziyoyo.com 
Kumu Art Museum 
ekm.ee/kumu 
llnnahall 
linnahall.ee 

Estonian Museum of Applied Art 
and Design 
etdm.ee 

National library of Estonia 
nlib.ee 

Kunstihoone 
kunstihoone.ee 

C'est la Vie restaurant 
cestlavie.ee 

78 Farm Fresh 

DeForest Architects 
deforestarchitects.com 
Heartland Custom Woodworking 
heartlandcustom.com 

Good House Cheap House: Adven­
tures In Creating an Extraordinary 
Home at an Everyday Price 
(Taunton, 2005) 

Couchoid sofa and lounge chair 
by Blu Dot 
bludot.com 

Buttercup rocker by Blu Dot 
bludot.com 

Aluminum group chair 
by Charles and Ray Ea mes 
for Herman Miller 
hermanmiller.com 

86 Greener Pasture 

Jean-Baptiste earache, 
Architecte DPLG 
Tel: 011-33-1-42-01-33-87 

94 New Grass Roots 

Urbanlab 
urbanlab.com 
Fireorb 
fireorb.net 

Keuco 
keuco.de 
Putnam County FFA 
ffachapter.net/IUPutnamCounty 
Utility wall organizing system 
by StoreWALL 
storewall.com 

Bed sets by Viesso 
viesso.com 

Floating stainless steel shelves 
in kitchen by Danver 
danver.com 
AAA Design Inc. 
aaadesigninc.com 

T/J Fabricators 
tjfab.com 
Vidimos 
vidimos.com 

102 Concepts 

Sah Spring Island Cabin 
by Olson Sundberg Kundig 
Allen Architects 
oskaarchitects.com 

Wooden Cabin by Groups 
gro up8.ch 

Cabin Vardehaugen 
by Fantastic Norway Architects 
fantasticnorway.no 
Georgian Bay Cottage 
by Leo Mieles Architect 
Te1: 416-820-8156 
leo.mieles@sympatico.ca 
Mini House by Jonas Wag ell 
Design and Architecture 
mi nihouse.se 
jonaswagell.se 

112 Design Finder 

The Frozen Fountain 
frozenfountain.nl 

114 Essay 

Unitarian Church 
in Westport, Connecticut 
uuwestport.org 
Old Ship Church 
oldshipchurch.org 
Unity Temple 
unitytemple.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church 
in Rockford, Illinois 
uu rockford.org 

First Unitarian Society 
of Madison 
fusmadison.org 
Unitarian Universalist 
Association of Congregations 
uua.org 
The Kubala Washatko Architects 
tkwa.com 

128 Finishing Touch 

Patricia Urquiola 
patriciaurquiola.com 

Agape 
agapedesign.it 



FINISHING TOUCH 

The Great Basin 
Long before bathing became a lavish 

affair supplemented with massage 

jets, temperature-tuned smart sensors, 
and g lowing LED lights, the tub 
was precisely what it claimed to be: 

a place to soak, rinse, and repeat. 

Designer Patricia Urquiola stripped 

away modern excesses to bring 

Story by Jordan Kush Ins 

128 November 2009 

the bath back to basics with Vieques, 

a no-frills basin commissioned, some­

what ironically, for a Puerto Rican luxury 
resort. Urquiola found her inspiration 
in the " rustic appeal" of the island after 

which the piece was named. "Two­

thirds of the land is a natural reserve," 

she explains. "The project fits well with 

the spirit of the surroundings. It is 

a very simple object." 

Trimmings are limited to a teak 
backrest and tray attached to the 
painted steel frame: Whether the tub, 

now available from Italian lavatory 

brand Agape, transcends its humble 

origins is one trough question.1111 
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preferred seating 
access: on us 

room upgrade: automatic 

massage: included 

WORLD .. . . . ' . . .. ~ 

E9 

your own perfect world: priceless 

Your World MasterCard® comes with rewards. offers and perks that matter to you. 

Whether it's a deep tissue massage or a seat at the chef's table, you decide what's in your 

perfect world. Offers may vary. Go to priceless.com/world and register for more details. 

Offers are lllustraelve. Actual offers may vary.Terms and conditions apply. Go to prkeless.com/worid and register for more details. 
@2009 M.,terCard 

our treat 

WO RLD 
M A S T E R C A A o· 



CALL 1-888-POLIFORM 
INFO@POLIFORMUSA.COM 
TO CONNECT WITH THE 
SHOWROOM NEAREST YOU 

FOR A POLIFORM OR VARENNA 
CATALOG PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.POLIFORMUSA.COM 

SHOWROOMS: ASHEVILLE, 
ATLANTA, AUSTIN. BOSTON, 
CHICAGO. DALLAS, DENVER, 
HARTSDALE. HAWAII. 
HOUSTON. INDIANAPOLIS, 
LAGUNA BEACH. LA JOLLA. 
LOS ANGELES, MIAMI. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MONTREAL. 
NAPLES. NEW YORK PHOENIX. 
PITISBURGH. SALT LAKE CllY, 
SAN FRANCISCO, SAN JUAN 
SANTA CRUZ. SEATILE. 
STAMFORD, SUN VALLEY. 
TORONTO. VANCOUVER. 
WASHINGTON D.C. 

Poliform 


