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; Discover the % |
 most important tools ;

of the trade.
i

SUBZERO & WOLF

Trade Insider

Discover the most important tools Visit subzero.com/tradeinsider today.
of the trade. Sign up to become

a Sub-Zero and Wolf Trade Insider. TO THE TRADE
subzero.com/tradeinsider
You'll get the latest brochures and

design guides, e-blasts with exclusives

on new products and features, and

a My Sub-Zero/Wolf account to store

your favorites. You'll also get invitations

to the Sub-Zero and Wolf Showroom

for trade events, networking oppor-

tunities, and a multitude of online

resources to help you spec product

and grow your business.

SPARK

modern fires

Spark Modern Fires

Fires That Inspire

Spark Modern Fires are setting the
mood in upscale luxury hotels, spas,
restaurants and private residences
throughout North America. As the
leader in modern gas fireplaces, our
mission is to offer fires that inspire.
Whether indoor or outdoor, from

2 feet to 8 feet, vented or vent-free,
our award-winning fireplaces help
create relaxed gathering spaces.

TO THE TRADE
Toll-free 866-938-3846
sparkfires.com

Sequel Office from BDI

Endless Possibilities

Sequel® Office is a versatile office TO THE TRADE
system that can be configured for Toll-free 800-428-2881
offices of any size and is specifically bdiusa.com

engineered to provide an organized
and efficient workspace. Combining
versatile work surfaces, file and
storage cabinets and a unique tech-
nology management system, Sequel
keeps everything accessible yet

out of sight. Sequel is constructed
with satin nickel-plated steel, micro-
etched glass and is available in three
beautiful finishes.

To The Trade

SwimEx, Inc.

SwimEx offers a series of swim-in-
place pools to give consumers a total
body workout in one machine. Every
SwimEx model features the unique
paddlewheel propulsion system, which
delivers the smoothest, deepest, and
widest water flow available. The fully-
adjustable current makes SwimEx
pools an ideal choice for families or
athletes. Visit our website to view our
full line of residential and commercial
pools. SwimEx offers pool models for
therapy applications in addition to a
variety of hot and cold plunge tanks.

Architects and builders should call
SwimEx to receive a free planning
packet with detailed installation
specifications.

TO THE TRADE
Toll-free 800-877-7946
swimex.com
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Blu Homes
Beautiful, Green, Uniguely Spacious Prefab

TO THE TRADE

Boston | San Francisco
Toll-free 866-887-7997
bluhomes.com/dwell

Blu Homes builds elegant, warm, and
eco-conscious prefab homes from
coast-to-coast. Blu is the only prefab
homebuilder with floorplans that are
18 — 25-feet wide and ceilings up to
16-feet high. We offer architectur-
ally designed homes built with pure
materials, abundant natural light,
exceptional insulation and thoughtful
ventilation. And our proprietary folding
technology allows us to deliver these
spacious homes at a lower shipping
cost than other prefab companies to
almost anywhere in North America.

YLiving

The Best in Modern Living

YLiving.com brings you the best in
modern furniture and accessories.
You'll find a well-edited collection
of mid-century modern classics and
contemporary designs from Knoll®,
Herman Miller®, Moooi, Kartell,
and more.

Knoll® Sale Sept. 23—Oct. 2.
Save 15% + Free White Glove
Delivery.

Shown: Divina Settee designed
by Piero Lissoni for Knoll®. ©Joshua
McHugh

YLiving's Trade Program includes
project and account support, com-

Free Shipping. No Tax.

plimentary quotes, free swatches, TO THE TRADE
previews to sales and new products, Toll-free 800-236-9100
and more. YLiving.com

The Cherner Chair Company

Designed in 1958 by Norman Cherner.  TO THE TRADE
The swivel base Task Chair is available ~ The Cherner Chair Company
with or without upholstered seat pads.  chernerchair.com
With a uniquely designed chrome

metal base, the Task Chair's seat

height is adjustable from 16.5 inches

to 20.5 inches. The Task Chair utilizes

the same molded plywood shell as

Norman Cherner's iconic Arm and

Side Chairs. Cherner Task Chairs are

made in the U.S.A.

Blurb

Every story needs a book. Make yours.
Turning your pictures into a beautiful Get started at blurb.com
book is easy with Blurb. Our free tools
give you as much creative freedom

as you like. Our process produces

a book as well made as any in your
bookstore —whether it's one, or one
for everyone you know. Our shipping
puts it in your hands in as little as a
week. And our platform makes it easy
to share or sell your creations online.

TO THE TRADE
blurb.com

dwell.com/tothetrade




KOHLER: As | See It, #91 in a series

“Mesmerizing. A KOHLER invention.
Strikingly different.”

KARBON:: articulating kitchen faucet
ARTIST: Mark Holthusen

1-800-4-KOHLER, ext. PA?

kohler.com/karbonfaucet
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There are elements of the two trips to Japan my
family made in the early 1980s that I remember
particularly well. I developed a fervent affinity for the
ever-present noodles, the perfectly manicured gardens
with picturesque water features, the state-of-the-art
gadgetry, and all the nifty, if unrecognizable, toys.
Unlike any other travels, these trips to Japan sparked
what became a lifelong interest in the island’s culture.
By the time I was in fifth grade my favorite food

was sushi; in college my bookshelves were lined with
volumes of Tanizaki, Kawabata,and Murakami; and
even today—much to the chagrin of my wife, I'm sure—
our Netflix queue is loaded with obscure yakuza noir
and samurai titles.

I've never given too much thought to exactly why
Japan, and not say, France or Denmark, but it’s pos-
sible to identify the contributing factors.The first is
that Japan was just big in the 1980s. While I didn’t
necessarily understand the economic picture that was
driving this global Japanomania, with Walkman in
hand and The Karate Kid on Betamax, I reaped the pop-
cultural fruits of the craze. Another factor could be that
at that time, visiting Japan was as close as it came to
traveling into the future. Watch Blade Runner today,and
it’s less a vision of Los Angeles in 2019 than Tokyo in
1982. Paradoxically, Japan has also always had unwav-
ering respect for tradition, and this clearly makes
a huge impression on any visitor to the country. From
udon to ikebana, the place is rife with rich experiences
that are so refined, so distinct, so immediately grasp-
able, and yet so completely alien, that it’s impossible not
to be fascinated.And though I doubt I could have been
fully cognizant of this then,Japan’s highly considered
aesthetic must have held some kind of sway over my
developing mind.

Of course my Japanophilia is not entirely uncom-
mon or novel. Ever since Commodore Perry forced
the Tokugawa shogunate to open the country’s her-
metically sealed borders in 1854, outsiders, or gaijin,
have plundered the nation’s vast cultural resources
for inspiration. By the end of the 19th century,Japan’s
effect on Western culture was palpable. Ukiyo-e

EDITOR'S NOTE

Breeze from the East

woodblock prints informed a generation of modern
artists who no longer found themselves bound to the
demands of three dimensional perspective or shading.
Japanese architecture, with its intersecting planes
and asymmetry had a profound effect on Frank Lloyd
Wright, who in turn inspired a generation of bud-
ding modernists. Donald Richie, the go-to American
author on Japanese cultural matters, tidily summed
up Japan’s status at the leading edge of 20th-century
thinking in his book The Inland Sea:

“In a way, international style in the thirties happened to coincide
with the traditional Japanese style. Module architecture, shoji
door frames, tatami rectangles—all very much like Mondrian.
Japan was never more in fashion because the fashion had never
been more Japanese. What early books had called nude, unfinished,
primitive suddenly became spacious, clean, sophisticated. When
the functional came into vogue, the Japanese interior, always
functional, began to be noticed.”

I appreciate Richie’s succinctness, because the
influence of Japan on modern architecture and design
has been analyzed, celebrated, and documented to
the point of cliché. In Dwell’s early days, we kept a
semi-serious list of banned words and on it were both
“bonsai” and “zen.” A decade later, however, we felt
Japan’s legacy was worth exploring—but with a twist.
What did Japanese-inspired design look like outside
of Japan? To this end, we’ve found homes from all over
the world—from Carlsbad, California, to Edinburgh,
Scotland—that don’t simply mimic Japanese tradition
but utilize some of its core concepts to create sophisti-
cated modern hybrids.

Our work on this issue, then in its early stages,
was interrupted by the incredible Tohoku earthquake
of March 11. Had we been producing an issue based
around projects in Japan, the 9.0-magnitude quake,
subsequent tsunami, and nuclear meltdowns might
have proved too much to reckon with. But after over-
coming the initial shock and learning more about
the situation from our Japanese friends, we decided to
press ahead as planned. If anything, we saw this issue
as a celebration of a people and their culture.

I hope you will too. i

Sam Grawe, Editor-in-Chief
sam@dwell.com
Follow me on Twitter: @grawesome

Dwell
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Carbon fiber is the material of the future for the automotive industry. In fact,
it's as strong as steel and nearly 50% lighter. Not even the much heavier
aluminum can compete with it. That’s exactly why it's the material of choice for our
new BMW i. And because carbon fiber is so light, it makes a world of difference
when you're talking about range, efficiency and safety. It's just another innovative
solution to help us create a new world of visionary mobility.
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The May 2011 photo issue made me
swell with pride as an architect. It was
one of the most sentient and carefully
wrought expressions of architecture
and design in one publication that
| have seen in my nearly 60 years in
this profession. All of this was carried
through the advertising—in themselves
works of art. Each page required its
own personal attention. Architecture
does not have to be Gehry-mandered
to be exciting and imaginative.

| am reluctant to give up my copy,
but | must send it to my great-niece
who is a New York University graduate
in commercial art and is considering
study in architecture. This issue is an
excellent summary of design vocations
for pursuit in art.

Harold Seckinger
Homosassa, Florida

| strongly suggest that you adopt the
format of the May 2011 photo issue for
all issues from this point forward. This
format, wherein the photos dominated
and the words accentuated, made
for my best experience reading Dwell.

Anthony Davis
Sent via email

| usually devour Dwell from cover to
cover, spending at least an hour read-
ing and looking at the homes you fea-
ture, but the May 2011 photo issue was
crap. | breezed through it in under 15
minutes. The promise of your Editor’s
Note was just not there; the photos
chosen told no kind of cohesive story.

| do believe in the adage that a picture
is worth a thousand words but not this
month in Dwell.

| missed the personality that usually
comes through in your pages. | felt
so disconnected from the homes and
places you highlighted. While | appre-
ciate your trying to break the mold,
sometimes leaving well enough alone
is the best you can do.

J. R. Paul
New York, New York

You are killing me with the design
and photography in “A Fresh Angle”
(May 2011)—wow! When my five-
year-old saw this article, he told me
he wants to move to Canada. We
are on the brink of a kitchen remodel
in our home and the cabinetwork
on page 37 is exactly what | am look-
ing for. Can you point me in the
right direction?

Marisa Zucek

San Jose, California

Editors’ Note: The cabinetry was custom
designed and fabricated by Omer Arbel
Office (omerarbel.com).

Great photos, interview, and story
about Ohio State University's Knowlton
Hall ("Ahead of Its Class,” May 2011).
It's definitely a compelling building for
the outside observer. The library is the
most excellent space in the structure
with its lighting, circulation, and tranquil
views. Other than that, however, the
building is always dirty, forever cold,
and just plain brutal. Add some color
or maybe a bit of sound deadening.
The trash stuck to the windows and in
between floors will eventually build
up over time, and will be a testament
to how the users truly appreciate the
space as a whole.

Sanna
Posted on dwell.com

| really enjoyed “Fine Finnish” (April
2011). After working with a young wom-
an from Finland and being exposed to
the country’s culture and worldviews,

I have become completely intrigued by
Finland and its unique design approach,
one our whole world could certainly
adopt. Its values are based in timeless-

ness, and as the Finnish design com-
pany littala puts it, the country is
against “throwaway-ism” in everything
it does. | hope to see more articles
about Finland in upcoming issue

as Helsinki celebrates being 2012’s
World Design Capital.

Nathaniel Teed
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Being from Montreal, | was thrilled to
see your feature about a home in the
Plateau Mont-Royal neighborhood (My
House, April 2011). From the street,
one never knows what treasures stand
on the other side of the walls. Who
designed the wonderful wood table
in the house’s dining room?

Héléne Boucher
Montreal, Quebec

Editors’ Note: The table was designed
and fabricated by architect and home-
owner Paul Bernier (paulbernier.com).

I have fallen in love with the online
“"Building the Maxon House" series
(dwell.com/articles/backstory) and the
documentary-like posts about its siting
and the building process.

As a current architecture major,
| appreciate the time and effort Maxon
has devoted to the project and taken
to familiarize himself with the site. There
is always an inherent beauty to each
site that has to be experienced in per-
son. Too many times the essence of
what brings people to the mountains
and forests is lost when a property
is cleared and leveled to create a home
and living area. | have been a long-time
admirer of Tom Kundig and his work,
and can't wait to see the end result.
I also want to commend Lou Maxon
for his excellent writing.

James Weber
Posted on facebook.com/dwell

Please write to us:

Dwell Letters

550 Kearny Street, Suite 710
San Francisco, CA 94108
letters@dwell.com

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. I

24 September 2011
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Franke brings glamour and efficiency to the kitchen as a creative and convivial space. Every solu-
tion provides a unique experience, uncompromising in form and function, durable in performance
and quality. More than 100 million households around the world trust in Franke kitchen systems.
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Peter Belanger
Peter Belanger is a San Francisco-
based photographer and regular Dwell
contributor who shoots products of
all shapes, sizes, and materials. For this
month’s Dwell Reports (p. 60), Belanger
and his team both assembled and
photographed the desks for the shoot,
which gave them interesting insights
into the design and fabrication of each
one in the roundup.

Daniel Hennessy
Daniel Hennessy is a Los Angeles-
based photographer who had the plea-
sure of shooting a Japanese-inspired,
minimalist home nestled in the subur-
ban community of Carlsbad, California
(“The Hidden Fortress,” p. 94). “From
the outside it looked like a black for-
tress, but once | stepped in the door
it was so tranquil and calming,” he says.
“It was such a perfect example of keep-
ing things raw and simple and making
your home one with your outside
surroundings.”

Tatsuro Kiuchi
Tatsuro Kiuchi is a Tokyo-based illustra-
tor (Finishing Touch, p. 136). Although
he originally studied and graduated
with a degree in biology, he later decid-
ed to attend the Art Center College
of Design in Pasadena, California, and
pursue a career in art. He illustrates
children’s books and also design imag-
es for magazines, book jackets, and
advertisements.

Katja Lindroos
Katja Lindroos is a Helsinki-based jour-
nalist and producer. She traveled to the
outskirts of the city to visit Marimekko's
printing factory and see its iconic fab-
rics made in person (Process, p.72).
“I was struck by the fact that, in these
times, when so many companies are
outsourcing their manufacturing, Mari-
mekko is investing in printing at its
own domestic facility,” Lindroos says.
"People working at Marimekko's head-
quarters see every day what the com-
pany produces.”

Alex Subrizi
Alex Subrizi is an Italian photographer
based in Switzerland. He traveled to

Finland to shoot Marimekko's printing
factory (Process, p.72). "l could not
have asked for gloomier conditions,”
Subrizi says, “so | was very grateful

for the bright moods of my hosts and
the brilliant color of their handicraft.”
Given that the majority of the employ-
ees were women, Subrizi was curious
to see what the men were up to. “The
improbably tall, generously tattooed
Viking descendants were hurling ink
and working sewing machines.”

Henrietta Thompson
Writer and exhibition curator Henrietta
Thompson splits her time between
London and Barcelona. For this issue,
she surveyed the influence of Japanese
design across the world (“Inspired by
Japan,” p.79), a commission of which
she took advantage to grill all her most
internationally traveled Japanese
friends and designers over the finest
teppanyaki, sushi, and green tea cap-
puccinos available. Thompson learned
that green tea cappuccinos are not to
her taste, but Japanese joinery really is.

Mimi Zeiger
Writer Mimi Zeiger traveled some
10,000 miles from her home in Brook-
lyn, New York, to explore the funkier
neighborhoods of Sydney, Australia
(“Almost Perfect,” p. 114). She saw
the iconic opera house on the harbor,
but what blew her away was the reno-
vation of a small home in Annandale,
a residential area developed at the
turn of the last century. W\

Subrizi captured a quiet moment—with
flashes of color from bolts of Unikko

and a test fabric—at Marimekko's printing
factory (Process, p. 72).

Dwell
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MOBILE//
Download QOur App

Looking for a quick design fix? Then
download our FREE app available
for iPhone and Android. Get a daily
dose of the best in modern design
curated by Dwell. Never leave home
without it!

dwell.com/android-download
dwell.com/iphone-download

CONTEST//

Playhaus Design Competition

We're getting our hands dirty and joining James Hardie in the sandbox for

our latest design competition. Your mission—-should you choose to accept-

is to wow us with fantastical funhouses for the mini design enthusiasts in

the making.

We want to see playhouses that aren’t meant to catch dust in the back yard,

but dazzling designs worthy of display out front. The kind of structures sure

to slow passersby, and be the envy of fun-loving kids and sophisticated

parents alike. Otherwise, whether you're inspired by Bauhaus or by Versailles,

we want to you to go wild and channel your inner child. Enter now!

dwell.com/playhaus

World Views

Hot off the presses! Get your copy of
World Views, our first-ever photo book
featuring the views of Dwellers world-
wide. In our online contest, World
Views, we called for personal views

on the modern world and culled
together the best and most inspiring.

dwell.com/buy-world-views

L T ‘
’;J i
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BACKSTORY//
Emeryville Renovation

Lynda and Peter Benoit's Emeryville,
California, residence became a
construction zone as they worked
(and lived) on-site to complete their
bespoke renovation. Head online

to get a sneak peek behind-the-
scenes of how this November My
House feature came to be.

dwell.com/emeryville-bookshelf

Join the daily design conversation and follow @dwell on Twitter and friend us on Facebook! n




why green?

—

T LW Kathy Ireland

DESIGNINGreen Leader

Some personal faves...

Dessert: My mom’s chocolate chip
cookies (or Chef Andre’s!)

Play: Wicked

Treasure: Artwork of our children
Erik, Lily, and Chloe

Garment: Valentino gown given by
Dame Elizabeth Taylor

Color: Green

“We’ve all been too
careless with the beauty
of our God-given planet.
We must protect, honor
and live with design that

‘ is gracefully green .”

why not?

Where to find real green

L)
sustainable

FURNISHINGS COUNCIL
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617-654-2974, Z@CASADESIGNBOSTON.COM
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NEW YORK, DOM, 212-253-5969
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INFO@DOMTORONTO.COM
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604-682-3868, INFO@INFORMINTERIORS.COM
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DESIGN REPORT / Milan 2011

Dreams of Eames

Every April the design world trots off to
Milan to show its new wares, but traipsing
through the massive show, we couldn’t
shake a certain sense of déja vu.

In 1946, architect Eliot Noyes described Charles
Eames's furniture as “a compound of aesthetic
brilliance and technical inventiveness,” and we're
inclined to agree with his assessment. But was
Eames so brilliant and so inventive that some
sixty years later we're still hung up on his singular
approach to form-making? The answer, for now,
seems to be a resounding yes.

Lama Chaise

by Ludovica

& Roberto Palomba
for Zanotta

As this new design

in tubular steel and
woven PVC proves,
Eames’s La Chaise set
the gold standard for
asymmetrical modern
lounge furniture.
zanotta.it
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Beverly Chair

by Antonio Citterio
for B&B ltalia

The distinct scissored
leg of this seat recalls
both Poul Kjaerholm’s
PK91 folding stool
and the elegant
sculpted aluminum
forms of Eames's
Tandem Seating.
bebitalia.it

Piao Paper Chair

By Lei + Christoph +
Jovana for Innovo
Piao may be crafted
with the same materi-
als and techniques

as traditional Yuhang
paper umbrellas, but
its scooped shell sings
the same tune as the
La Fonda chair.

innovo-design.com

Jill Chair

by Alfredo Haberli
for Vitra

It may be an attempt
to re-create the DSR
for the American mar-
ket (where Vitra can't
sell Eames's designs
as they do in Europe),
but the patented pro-
cess behind the pro-
duction of Jill's flexible
shell offers a new
twist to the original’s
plywood veneer.
vitra.com




CONELUENCES 3-seat sofa by Philippe Nigro.
: 800-BY-ROSET

ligne—roset—usa.com
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They’re Gr-r-r-rcic!

’. Just like Hollywood, Milan has its own

" A-List. And with a host of new designs
for first-rate manufacturers, Konstatin
Grcic is at the top of his game.

In 2010, Konstantin Grcic scored
both Design Miami's Designer of

the Year and Wallpaper’s Furniture
Designer of the Year awards, so it was

no surprise to find his stock riding
high at this year's Salone del Mobile.
Also unsurprising was his refusal to
play things safely. If anything, Greic
has used his increased notoriety

to push even further afield, offering
designs without formal or material
precedents, and an unapologetically
unordinary approach to aesthetics.
"The great thing about contemporary
design,” he wrote in his 2005 mono-
graph, "is that it can be interpreted
in many different ways—as many ways
as there are individual designers.
Some design projects give us the
opportunity to go one step beyond
the tried and true.” It now seems that
Grcic has reached the point in his
career where he can pick and choose
and only take on work that allows

for that opportunity.

Konstantin
Grcic

Here's what's
new in 2011.

34 September 2011
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Bebek Shelf

for Marsotto Edizioni

This Carrara marble hang-
ing wall shelf consists of
two slabs: one square, one
round. The “invisible double
wedge locking” mount
employs a trick from Greic's
days as a cabinet maker.
marsotto-edizioni.com

And Twins

Avus Chair for Plank
With a nod to classic club
chairs, Deiter Rams's 620
seating for Vitsce, and
perhaps Darth Vader, the
new Avus resembles little
else on the market.
plank.it

Hard Core

The ABS plastic base is
reinforced with a polyure-
thane foam core, not unlike
camper shells for pickup
trucks or hockey sticks.

Twin-sheet formed items
are stronger and have
increased rigidity because
of the double-walled

structure.

Zip It
The leather upholstery zips
into the shell in one piece

using technology common
with high-end luggage.

Waver Chair

for Vitra

Grcic set out to “deliber-
ately use nonconventional
armchair typology,” turn-
ing to high-performance
sporting equipment like
that used in windsurfing for
inspiration instead.
vitra.com

Cape Chair (and Sofa)
for Established & Sons
Cape's informal dropcloth

vibe is as cheeky as it
comes. We're inclined to
forgo the expense, and
re-create this piece with a
nice new blanket and that
old sofa from Goodwill.
establishedandsons.com

Tom & Jerry Stools

for Magis

For all his intellectual
headiness, Grcic here offers
a simple solution for a sim-
ple problem. “Self lubricant
plastic” makes this update
of the adjustable workshop
stool a smooth operator.
magisdesign.com

Dwell




Vessel Lavatory and Upton® Single-Handle Faucet

I h/m DESIGN WITH A CONSCIENCE.

The days of pretty for pretty’s sake are over. Now, more than ever, bathrooms need style with substance. TOTO
bath fixtures save money and water with every use without losing an ounce of performance. Or sacrificing their

good looks to do it. That's world-class design with something more — real human value.

Jm %+ wa‘%
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DESIGN REPORT / Milan 2011

Throw In
the Dowel

3.

When thousands of designs are unveiled
in the same place during the same week,
you're bound to catch a whiff of zeitgeist.
We sniffed out a penchant for dowels.

e

Welcome to the era of post-blobism.
As the new items on this page attest,
designers are backing away from their
computer screens and letting the saw-
dust fly. While we would be hesitant

to call any of these pieces simple, their
easily readable exposed structures
suggest an honesty of material and
form that has been gradually returning
to the design world after a decade (or

more) of digitally imposed hibernation.

With this many rounded-off dowels
arranged in almost cartoonlike arbo-
real compositions (the Foliage sofa’s
stitched upholstery takes the metaphor
a step further) on view in Milan, expect
to see the style filter down to a mall
near you over the coming years.

1. Klara Low Tables 2. Foliage Sofa

by Patricia Urquiola by Patricia Urquiola
for Moroso for Kartell
moroso.com kartell.it

38 September 2011

3. Spectra Sofa
by Matti Klenell
for Kéllemo
kallemo.se

4.You+Me Lamp 5. Unco Glass and Wood
by Elisabeth Warkus Collection

& Siren Elise Wilhelmsen by Margaux Keller and
elisabeth-warkus.com Fabrica for Secondome
sirenelisewilhelmsen.com secondome.eu

Dwell
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The Hot Seats

I. If there's one thing there’s no shortage of
at any design show, ever, it's side chairs.
Here are our four favorites from Milan.

k

THE GENTLEMAN

Lightwood Chair by Jasper
Morrison for Maruni

There are few finer chairs
than those produced by
Japanese maker Maruni,
whose levels of craftsman-
ship and woodworking
technology are hard to top.
Morrison again offers an
update of the archetypal
cafe chair, but these beau-
ties will do equally well

in any home.

maruni.com

*

THE HUG

k

THE NATURAL

Osso Chair by Ronan &
Erwan Bouroullec

for Mattiazzi

Produced from locally
harvested, chemical-free
hardwoods, and fabricated
with high-tech CNC equip-
ment in a solar-powered
facility, this new curvilinear
chair deserves the organic
label as much as those
grass-fed veal shanks at
your farmers’ market.
mattiazzi.eu

k

THE DUKE

Wolfgang Chair by Luca
Nichetto for Fornasarig

It may be made in Italy and
designed by an ltalian, but
Wolfgang has Scandinavian
roots. Nichetto set up shop
in Stockholm, Sweden, and
collaborated with creative
studio Wolfgang on this seat
that pays homage to classic
bentwood furniture without
resorting to plagiarism.
fornasarig.it

Kimble Windsor Chair
by Matthew Hilton

for De La Espada

Hilton is known for his
impeccably evolved mid-
century forms, but here
he dials back even further
for inspiration. Named
for the seating used at the
eponymous castle, this
update is fit for royalty.
delaespada.com




CORNING

Gorilla'Glass

lougn,

yetsophisticated.

Corning® Gorilla® Glass is changing the face of television.
Remarkably thin and lightweight, Corning Gorilla Glass enables
streamlined designs that dissolve the boundary between you
and the action. Its amazing optical clarity brings TV images to life.
And it features exceptional durability to handle those moments
when viewing unintentionally becomes a contact sport.

Learn more at CorningGorillaGlass.com

Look for Corning® Gorilla® Glass on Sony BRAVIA HDTVs at leading electronic retailers.
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That ‘70s L1
Show

42

The decade du jour has us turning
back the clock to the last days of
disco, high-gloss glam, pubescent
postmodernism, and lots and lots
of brass. So dust off your old copy
of Aja, and party like it's 1979.

A. Bristol Sofa B. Etch Tower
by Angelo Donghia by Tom Dixon
for Donghia tomdixon.com

rubelli.com

September 2011

C. Favn Sofa

by Jaime Hayon
for Fritz Hansen
fritzhansen.com

D. Elisabette Chair E. Bagar Shelves

by Sam Baron by Fredrik Hansson
for Casamania for Brikolor
casamania.it brikolor.com

Dwell
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The stunning silence of
German engineering.

Bosch engineering has raised the stakes by lowering the volume with its new
high-performance dishwashers—the quietest line sold in the U.S.*

Silence is a Bosch virtue. That’s why the new line of Bosch dishwashers is engineered \ B

to be the quietest in the U.S.* Starting with a solid molded base, Bosch engineers @ OSCH
added three layers of sound-deadening insulation and a suspension motor, measures Invented for life
that effectively eliminate noise caused by mechanical vibrations. That in turn makes

some units up to 300 percent quieter than comparable models. At Bosch, we believe
in engineering quiet, and in the sweet sounds of silence. www.bosch-home.com/us

@ ENERGY STAR|
orefiC | AWARD 2011 7 washers in the U.S.,

SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE 11. BDW828-14-96229-8




THE ARGUMENT

Inspiration Nation

a

Writer Lisa Katayama sees innovation
triumphing over tragedy in Japan in the
wake of the Sendai earthquake.

The Japanese are still recovering
from the aftermath of the earth-
quake and tsunami that struck
the country’s eastern coast

on March 11. But for many, the
tragedy is also serving as a solid
motivational driver for change.

Spotlight

on Olive

The wiki offers

Innovation isn’t just coming from
the government or the Red Cross;
in the last few months, we’ve seen
amazing examples of engineers,
designers,and architects rallying
together to devise creative solu-
tions to disaster mitigation.

aw

Mere hours after the first
tremors hit, Google set up
a Picasa Web album of satellite
images and a YouTube channel
for refugee center volunteers to
upload survivor information,
then crowdsourced the transcript
of their names into a searchable
database. Vending machine dis-
tributors took out rows of soda
and replaced them with buttons
that would donate directly to
earthquake relief. Olive, a wiki
started after the quake by design
and innovation firm Nosigner,
continues to offer multilingual
tips on how to use everyday
objects in unexpectedly function-
al ways—Ilike how to cut a plastic
water bottle in half to make a
plate, or make a space heater out
of a cutlery holder.

This connection between
disaster and innovation is not
new. Earthquake engineering and
architecture have always gone
hand-in-hand in Japan: Seismic
coefficients were factored into
building codes as early as 1924;
meteorologists have been using
numerical modeling to predict
and simulate ocean behavior
since the 1960s; and as a child
growing up in Tokyo in the 1980s,

I remember our kitchen having
cabinets that locked automatical-
ly at the first hint of a tremor. As
architects learn more about how
buildings are impacted by earth-
quakes, construction has shifted
from more classic wood-based
construction to fast-and-sturdy
apartment complexes engineered
to withstand the worst natural
disasters.The Tokyo high-rise my
parents now live in is outfitted
with wind-resistant sticky wall
technology, oil dampers, and
columns made of steel-filled con-
crete for added resistance. When
the March earthquake shook
Tokyo, nothing in their 40th floor
condo moved an inch.

Twenty percent of the world’s
most powerful quakes happen in
Japan.When they do, people fix
things, improve infrastructure,
and move on. As part of this pro-
cess, designers, architects,and
engineers frequently put their
heads together to reimagine how
communities can operate more
efficiently. So don’t be surprised
if eastern Japan’s cityscape
changes over the next few years
or if, on your next visit to Tokyo,
you're served dinner off of a plas-
tic bottle. —Lisa Katayama

a wealth of useful
design ideas for
disaster areas,
using easy-to-
access tools and
materials.
olive.for.us
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Plastic Bottle Dish

Fine china might be the
first thing to fall apartin a
quake. Plastic bottles, how-
ever, are ubiquitous, and
can be easily turned into
durable dishes. By trimming
off the mouth, then slicing
the entire vessel length-
wise, you'll end up with two
stackable plates.

Cardboard Baby Sofa

A secure seat can be made
with an intact cardboard
box. Make a cut that runs
along the top of the box,
around the fold, and about
halfway down the side,
then make another identical
parallel score. Depress

the space in between for
an instant infant easy chair.

Reinforced

Waterproof Shoe

Lend your footwear some
extra support against the
elements. After wrapping
a plastic bag around your
shoes to waterproof them,
tie a small piece of board
to the bottom, giving them
atough sole to take on

the uneven road ahead.

T-Shirt-and-Stick Stretcher
In extreme cases, carrying
weary or wounded might
be necessary. Two sturdy
sticks—think brooms—

can provide the structure
for a stretcher. Slide T-shirt
sleeves through each,
bunching the fabric to cre-
ate a soft surface to trans-
port people, or goods.

Dwell

1llustrations by Mark Giglio




[et's save some money,.
Oh, and the planet.

Introducing the Samsung Replenish™ from Sprint. The eco-friendly Android™ powered
device that can charge in sunlight and is made from recycled materials. Because doing
the right thing for Earth shouldn’t cost you more, we're offering our Everything Data plan
with a $10 savings per month. So you get Unlimited text, web and calling to any mobile
for just $69.99. All while on the Sprint network. Together, we can get our green on.
Only from Sprint, the 6th Greenest Company in America.

Sprint />

Green  creohmeicer, All. Together. Now."

Buy recycled products. By buying
recycled, you'll consume 55% less
energy for paper products, 33%

less e for glass, and. wm-s

Sprint '}

a3 M1l €2 7:00 PM

Solar panel charger
(optional)

T
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ACSI

Sprint is the #1 most improved company in customer satisfaction, across all industries, over the
last three years. —Based on the results from the 2011 American Customer Satisfaction Index

"Amarican Customer
Satisfaction Indax™

$ 99 Everything Data plan with Unlimited sprint.com/replenish
69 text, web and calling to any mobile. 800-SPRINT-1

Get it all while on the Sprint network. Requires a two-year Agreement (800) 777-4681
per month per line. Other monthly charges apply—see below.* Or visit any Sprint Store.

**Monthly charges exclude taxes, Sprint Surcharges (incl. USF charge of up to 14.9% [varies quarterly], Administrative Charge [up to $1.99/line/mo.], Regulatory Charge [$0.40/line/mo.] and state/local fees by area [approximately
5-20%)). Sprint Surcharges are not taxes or government-required charges and are subjectto change Details sprim com/taxesandfees Mayrmune uptoe i‘};’ilwuva tion T(‘P/HHL’ <rwdla"movm sit. Up to a $2 y termination fee/
line applies. Phone Offer: While supplies last. Solar ch: Nights: Mon.—Thurs. 7pm il
Wegkends: Fri. 7pm—Mon. 7am. Partial minutes ar r as full minutes. Any Moble Anytlme Aopheswmnhrc(l\y dlalmq/lv(mvwm] hldﬂddr(l voice ‘1Hslwelweeu domestic wireless numbers as j” e 2n the s placed using independent Huu!
party and Sprint databases. S able with select Sprint plans and while on the Nationwide Sprint or N 1 hods). Messaging: Includes text
e Vi ages sent or received flomlhe JS are $0.20/message, from out ) ;MQ voice messages may incur an additional data charge of $0.03/KB. T
S § , efc.) are additional charges. Immmuum\sef\m, ot includ
e >ds (1) voice: 800 minutes or a majority of minutes; or (2) de
S Green Rankmg Claim Ralw d 6 out of 500 by Newsweek Green Rankings based upo
tionwide Sprint Network reaches over 278 million people. The Sprint 3G Network S
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HOUSES WE LOVE

Sq ueeze Box L. Traditional space-saving machiya housing

provided impetus for Atelier Bow-Wow
to create this peaceful glass-and-steel
structure in Shinjuku.

U

Project: Tower Machiya
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Architect: Atelier Bow-Wow
bow-wow.jp

0l
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i
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In tightly packed Shinjuku, Tokyo, it
can be difficult to find respite from the

: ( 1l unrelenting thrum of the city. Atelier

Il | T Bow-Wow looked to the past for an ele-
I {11 | . gant approach to modern overcrowding,

|

(|
incorporating elements of the machiya—

a type of centuries-old merchant’s

housing characterized by deep lots and

; narrow street frontages—on this chal-

L d wend ol lenging nine-foot-wide lot.They adapted
the slim profile and simplicity of the
traditional machiya, but introduced a
modern steel frame and glass facade and
extended the structure upward rather
than inward. The spare interior is clad
in blond hinoki (Japanese cypress) and

a seemingly weightless staircase cre-
scendos to a tea room on the top story.

46 September 2011 Dwell

Photos courtesy of Atelier Bow-Wow



www.BoConcept.com

Urban Danish Design e,
since 1952 M

With over 250 stores located in the biggest cities around the world, we've come a long way since
1952 when two Danish craftsmen founded BoConcept. But our vision remains the same. Based
on the Danish traditions of simplicity and functionality, we create fumiture that is not only beautiful,
but practical too. That's where it all started. And that's how we continue to create designs today.

urban design

CA: San Diego, San Francisco (Filmore, SOMA), Santa Monica DC: Georgetown FL: Tampa IL: Chicago MA: Cambridge NJ: Edgewater, Paramus, Princeton
NY: Carle Place, Chelsea, DUMBO, Madison Ave, Scarsdale, SoHo, Upper East Side PA: Philadelphia TX: Austin, Dallas, Houston VA: Tysons Comer

WA: Seattle, Bellevue CANADA: Calgary, Toronto, Vancouver.

Several cities are still open for franchise opportunities - please contact franchise@BoConcept-USA.com



HOUSES WE LOVE

Great Indoors

Mamm-design turned the limited footprint
of this Tokyo home into a soaring ode to
the outdoors with an open, airy, multilevel

indoor terrace.

e le
tion: Tokyo, Japan
Architect: Mamme=design

mamm-design.com
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It’s not easy to transform a 15-foot-wide
building site—wedged between houses
in every direction—into a home that feels
more spacious than its location allows.
Mamm-design’s solution was to dedicate
two-thirds of this tiny 653-square-foot
house in Tokyo to a 20-foot-high garden
room to bring a sense of the outdoors
in.A centrally positioned evergreen ash
anchors the airy terrace, which is paved
with complementary gray bricks. The
kitchen, bedroom, bathroom, and work-
space are all connected to the central
space, transforming the covered veranda
into a surrealistic theatrical setting for
day-to-day life. —Cathelijne Nuijsink

Dwell
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REWIND

Easte rn Pro m ise "’ A 400-year-old icon of Japanese design

inspires generations of modern architects.

The sprawling 16-acre Katsura Imperial
Villa was commissioned in the 17th Cen-
tury by a pair of father-son princes,and
attributed to a cadre of craftsmen and

Project: Katsura Imperial Villa
Location: Kyoto, Japan

consultants.Though its rich architec-
tural language—a polychrome of woods,
wallpapers, decorative plasterwork,and

swooping roofs—is more resplendent
than restrained, its geometric sensibility
and modular construction easily aligned
with the ideals of 20th-century modern-
ists.German architect Bruno Taut was
perhaps the first Westerner to express
his esteem for its “harmonious simplic-
ity” in a 1933 diary entry, while Walter
Gropius, who visited Katsura in 1954,
wrote to Le Corbusier, “All what we have
been fighting for has its parallel in old
Japanese culture.” Visitors can still saun-
ter through manicured gardens, peer
into traditional tea houses, perch atop
the moon viewing platform, taking in

a prime work of Edo period architecture
that truly endures. R

ﬁ Katsura by the numbers
112: Number of tree varietalsiin the lush traditional tea garden
dual trees in the complex
1955: Th r Katsura opened to the public
140,000: The estimated annual visitorship
1: Number of waterfalls in the landscape design
24: Lanterns illuminate the walking paths
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A Brooklyn architect shows
what a little elbow grease,

a healthy dose of naiveté, and
a decade can accomplish.

Architect Jeff Sherman, of Delson

or Sherman Architects, has more guts
and gall than your average home
renovator. In 2000, strapped by a “very
finite budget,” he bought a wrecked
row house in Prospect Heights, Brook-
lyn, that had been used as an illegal
breeding kennel. Over the next ten
years, working as his own general con-
tractor and builder, he transformed
the scariest building on his block into
a high-design home, all for about
$100 per square foot. “I'm a little wary
of the construction-on-a-dime myth
trumpeted in the press,” says Sher-
man. “Construction is ridiculously ex-
pensive. But yeah, | wound up doing
a house for next to nothing.” In-

Story by Jaime Gross
Photos by Dustin Aksland
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Sherman (above) sits in front of his Prospect
Heights home. The front door is made from
etched Lexan bulletproof glass. In the liv-

ing room (opposite) Daphne the dog keeps




MY HOUSE

i dggRenaaslTaE I've seen a lot of really bad houses and
i apartments, because, you know, I'm

an architect, but this one was so bad
my business partner, when she came to
help me measure it, had to keep run-
ning out to the sidewalk because her
gag reflex kept kicking in. There was
dog crap everywhere. The front porch
was kind of dangling off the front fa-
cade and bits of the floor were missing.
[t was gross—no doubt about that.

My reaction was basically, “Hey, | can
afford this!” It was a row house, it didn't
seem to be falling down, and it had
a big backyard. | started drawing well
before | closed on the place. | knew |
didn’t have enough money to do a real
renovation, only a bare bones renova-
tion. But | thought it would be a fun
project. Ha! | was so in over my head.

The day after closing, in November
2000, the contractor started demolition.
By January the structural work was
done. The entire middle of the house
was opened up to bring light in and
counteract the darkness typical of row
houses. When he was finished, | had

“My work is usually pretty minimalist when an insulated shell with utilities and bi
9
I'm designing for clients. But my house was strucural cuts and 2l SRS e
) x light. I moved in, kind of camping out
like a lab where | could experlment. Turns in my own house. Before | got a proper

front door the place was broken into
three times. It was pretty harrowing.
And | was the poorest I'd ever been.
My renovation policy was: If it was
okay, | kept it—like the pressed tin
on the walls and the exposed subfloor
upstairs. | uncovered the marble fire-
place under a half dozen layers of
paint. Every time | got a paycheck, I'd
go buy some materials and think of
the next thing to do. It forced me to
pace myself. | began by taking care of
basic needs, like building a rudimen-
tary kitchen and a closet so | could put
away my clothes. | also knew | really
wanted a big tree in the backyard, so
I planted a baby American elm, know-
ing it takes a long time to grow. Ten
years later, it's taller than the house.
After | decided to cut that giant hole
in the center, the room configuration
quickly laid itself out. The kitchen
went in the back, the living room in the
front, and the two-story space became
the dining room. Upstairs, there's a
bedroom in the front, a bedroom in I

out | actually like a clutter of materials.”

Sherman'’s friend Anna Chang (top) pre- gravel—more typicallly used in an indus- ture. The ceiling is clad in cedar closet liner;
pares tea in the kitchen. The range is by trial context. The dining area (bottom left) the dining chairs and table base are from
Wolf. Walls are coated with parging, a type is bright and airy, thanks to the skylight- Ikea. The tin panels lining the stairs (bottom
of concrete made with sand instead of topped hole cut in the center of the struc- right) are original to the house.

54 September 2011 Dwell
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Life remodeled begins with windows and doors that are just right. Bring the outside in.

And vice versa. With expertly crafted, impeccably finished Marvin Patio Doors.

Choose a design with an energy efficiency solution that fits your home. See
inspirational videos. Get design tips from the experts. All at myMarvin.com

©2011 Marvin Windows and Doors, All rights reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors, 1-800-268-7644
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MY HOUSE

56

the back, and a catwalk connecting the
two. | also wanted to separate the living
room from the foyer and to activate the
full height of the space, so | built a vol-
ume that contains storage space and
extends from the first floor to the roof.

| covered it in inexpensive copper flash-
ing so it would read as a single object.

| thought wrapping the volume in
copper would be easy to do, but, of
course—like everything in the house—
it turned out not to be easy at all. Cop-
per is really heavy and floppy; it's like
holding a 100-pound noodle. So | had
this crazy system rigged up where | had
this rope connected to pulleys, and I'd
hoist up the copper and nail it in, then
move on to the next one. About four
years into the renovation | burned out,
and for about three years | just stopped
and lived in a half-finished house.

Toward the end, certain things hap-
pened in big leaps. As my architecture
office became more successful and
| had more money, | was able to hire
people to do things, like install bam-
boo plywood flooring and build the
downstairs bathroom, which | think
is the nicest room in the house. It's got
a brick floor and a showerhead in the
middle of the room. When the window
is open and a breeze comes through,
it feels like the outdoor shower I've
always wanted.

Throughout the renovation, | used
a lot of local artisans. Albert, from
around the corner, did the striped
stained glass on the back door, and a
local storefront company mounted
the glass. My next-door neighbor Ullah
is a mason, and he built my stoop. I'm
pretty antisocial by nature, so bringing
in neighboring craftspeople was an
attempt to help create a community for
myself. Also, because | was working
as my own general contractor, | ended
up getting pretty good prices.

It's taken me a long time to really get
that I'm living in a finished house now.
Six months ago | volunteered to be on
a neighborhood house tour as publicity
for my firm. People came and oohed
and aahed over my house, and it caught
me by surprise. | kind of still thought
of it as a half-finished piece of crap. It
took me a while to see what they were
seeing: some kind of fantasy house. I~

The copper-covered volume extends from
the first floor, where it contains coat and
shoe storage, to the second floor, where it
forms a storage wall in Sherman’s home

September 2011

office (top left) and a floor-to-ceiling head-
board in the guest room (bottom). Sherman
chats with his neighbor Sakhawat Ullah (top
right), the mason who built his front stoop.
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MY HOUSE
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Seeing Double

To cover up his shoe-storage shelves,
Sherman bought bamboo bead curtains
from the Callaloo Company embla-
zoned with an image of the Madonna.
He separated out every other strand to
create two curtains from one, resulting

in twinned pixelated images. The result-
ing pattern is “like a Chuck Close that

everyone can afford,” says Sherman.
anythingbamboo.com

Green Thumb

Sherman'’s back garden is a model of
adaptive reuse: The path is made from
rubble bricks and concrete dug up
from the backyard and crushed, and
the bench is made from reclaimed
cast-iron panels and mahogany scraps
left over from replacing the interior
stair treads.

Closet Case

To consolidate most appliances

and food storage, keep his compact
kitchen looking neat, and save money
on cabinets, Sherman built a closet
into the kitchen wall (“Cabinets are
expensive but closets are cheap,” he
offers). Inside is a countertop, black-
board surface, toaster oven, garbage
cans, magnetic knife rack, and plenty
of shelves. When the doors are closed,
the unit recedes from view.

Now You Cedar

To make sure the light well over the
dining area read as "“a hole, rather than
just a bending of the Sheetrock plane,”
Sherman clad the first-floor ceiling in
inexpensive tongue-and-groove
cedar closet liner from Home Depot.
Bonus: “I like the smell of cedar,” says
Sherman, and now the house carries

a faintly woodsy scent.

homedepot.com

Sheer Genius
The master bedroom wall that faces

the light well is made from a double
layer of corrugated-plastic panels, with
a sheet of vinyl from Canal Plastics
Center sandwiched between them
for translucency. The wall lets sunlight
and moonlight into the room while
still maintaining privacy.
canalplasticscenter.com

lowes.com il

Make It Yours

58 September 2011

For more information and resources,
see Sourcing on page 134.
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Doride, design Karim Rashid.

Artemide turns on a light for Yoani Sanchez,
Cuban reporter. Since 2007, on her blog

LIGHT:

; A BN ¢
“Generation Y”, she has been fighting
for freedom of thought and expression in Cuba. H E H u MAN

For all contact info in North America, please visit www.artemide.net




Story by Jaime Gross
Photos by Peter Belanger
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favorites, and came away an- ly s
swering, emphatically, yes! kitchen table.
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Parsons Desk
by West Elm

48" Lx 24" W x 30" H

$299

westelm.com

The compact Parsons is ideal for a small
apartment: Its shallow depth hugs the wall,
and since it doesn't look overbearingly
desk-ish it can double as a console table
or even a bar. If you need the piece further
scaled down, there’s also a mini version
that's 18 inches shorter.

Upon close inspection, it appears West Elm
may have cut a few too many corners in
making this piece affordable: Our model
had crooked drawer fronts, bumpy lacquer,
sticky sliding mechanisms, and splinters on
the bottom drawer lip. Still, $299 is a pretty
sweet deal.

Enchord Desk

by Sam Hecht and Kim
Colin for Herman Miller

62" Lx 29.75"W
x 28.5"H

$849

dwr.com

The Enchord packs a double whammy—it's
both the biggest and most flexible desk we
reviewed. There's no defined front or back,
so it can float in the middle of a room, with
people working on both sides. The lower
surface hides wires and papers and juts out
an additional 14 inches: the ideal place to
prop a printer or break for snacks.

Its strength is also its weakness: You need
a lot of square footage to fit this bad boy
into your life. And if you push it against

a wall you lose half your storage since
there’s a center divider running through
the interior.

Stash Desk
by Blu Dot

42" Lx 24" W x 29.5"H

$399
bludot.com

It's compact and curvy, and it lives up to
its name with a small drawer for pens and
supplies. Bonus: The drawer's interior is
painted fire-engine red, a happy surprise.
One could say the desk is secretly wearing
sassy underwear.

We are fans of flat-packing—it's eco-friendly
and cost-effective—but we couldn’t help
groaning at this 48-item kit of parts. The
bright side of DIY assembly: You can mount
the drawer on either side, a boon for lefties.

Tanis Desk

by Pierre Paulin

for Ligne Roset
51.25" Lx 23.5"W
x 29.25"H

$2,835
ligne-roset-usa.com

The combination of black lacquered steel,
walnut veneer, and black laminate (or, for
a price bump, Corian) lends this reissue of
a 1950s classic a luxurious feel, as do the
self-closing drawer gliders. It's almost too
chic for a home office—unless you live on
the set of Mad Men.

When closed, the double-decker drawers
appear to be two different sizes, but it's

a front: Upon opening, they're revealed to
be equally puny, just over two inches deep.
In the digital age, have roomy drawers
gone the way of the eight-track?

StudioDesk XL

by Dominic Symons
for Bluelounge

59" Lx27.5"W
x29.5"H

$800
bluelounge.com

This is the most tech-friendly of the bunch.
The writing surface slides forward to reveal
a hidden compartment that stows power
strips, chargers, and USB hubs, which
allows just a single cord to plug into the
wall and individual cables to snake through
the desktop slot. No more tangles!

The cavernous interior is great for cords
and cables, but with no dividers and rather
awkward access from the top, it's useless
for office supplies—a veritable Davy Jones's
locker for pens. We wish it had drawers.

Trundle Desk
by Eric Pfeiffer
for Offi & Company

56"Lx26"Wx31"H

$1,399
offi.com

The 15-inch trundle drawer slides forward
to nearly double your workspace. When
you're done working, a gentle shove makes
your mess disappear. There's also a small
compartment in the back for stashing cords.

It's made in the USA—to our surprise, the
only domestically produced desk in our
roundup (even the Herman Miller piece
sported a Made in China sticker).

We're not opposed to exposed hardware
in principle, but we do wish the inelegant
metal drawer gliders were hidden with
wooden end caps. Another sticking point:
The drawer jams unless you push from
the center. llll
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OFF THE GRID

;Secend

- With House 2.0, architect Pieter Weijnen
~ demonstrates the exponentlal rate
i Wthh green de |

For architect Pieter Weijnen of Amsterdam firm “We've got the biggest triple-glazed window
Faro, building his own low-energy home (featured - in the Netherlands and a geothermal heating
in our July/August 2008 issue) was ;usﬁhet g exchange system, There is wood-burning stove
A year later, he broke ground on a r a ramwater tank, and—a bit unusual for the city—
himself, partner Renske Felkema, and’theu' chi wind ' oof. Add to this a whole
dren, Puck and Finn. dofa girder, adobe walfsmstead
House 2.0, located on the manmade archlpel- harred wood facade, andit's
ago of lJburg, fine-tunes the design of the first
house, but it goes further in energy efficiency and -
sustainability: “It's a passive house,” says Weijnen.

tree used |r'sste’
i OF plaster and'

Story by Jane Szita
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3 Home Improvement PrOJects
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s Give your home an instant boost in curb appeal

A e lINT ila
1Y Address Numb

with a new set of address numbers Choose from nickel, bronze, brass or bright colors
in a variety of styles. Look for a spot easily visible from the street. Some good bets: the
front door frame, porch steps (if your house is elevated from the street) or a wooden
fence.

Use a measuring tape and level to figure out where to place letters, then mark screw
placements with a pencil. Drill pilot holes and affix letters with screws. Check with level
as you're attaching numbers.

t you'll need
address numbers / tape measure / pencil / level / drill / screws

Install a curved shower curtain rod Have
a small shower? Make your morning routine more
spacious without ripping down any walls. Simply
trade in your straight shower curtain rod for a
curved one to create a little more elbow room.
First, take down the old curtain rod. Then put
together your new curved rod and hold it up to
figure out proper placement. Once you find the
right spot, use a pencil to mark where you'll need
screws for the mounting brackets. Drill starter
holes, then use screws to affix the brackets and

rod to the wall.

What you’ll need
curved shower curtain rod / drill / pencil

1, =

sink into a water saver You can
reduce your water bill and help the environment
with one simple item: a low-flow aerator. This
little accessory simply screws onto the end of
many faucets and significantly reduces the water
flow by introducing air.

Go to your bathroom faucet and try to unscrew
the very tip. You'll either need to replace this
whole piece or the small plastic item — the aerator
— nestled inside. If your current faucet doesn't
have an aerator, you can add one onto the end as
long as there are threads inside the faucet. Since
this is usually a five- or 10-minute job, plan to do
all the faucets in the house at once.

Turn any

What you'll need
low-flow aerators

In 30 minutes or less, you also could get an answer for a loan from Regions.

At Regions, you can expect quicker answers. In fact, with our streamlined loan application process, we'll give you an answer in
30 minutes or lessl. We have loans with great rates to suit all of your needs, from home improvement projects or a new car to
consolidating higher-interest debt and a full range of mortgage services* Our expertise and guidance can customize the right loan for
your unique situation. In virtually no time.

HOME EQUITY | MORTGAGE | PERSONAL | AUTO | CREDIT CARDS

- *  Call 1.888.in.a.snap, "’ R E G I N S
P «  gotoregions.com/dwell or just visit a branch. ‘ ‘ ( ’
Y et , ,
i It’s time to expect more.
@_ "“":E Mﬁ% © 2011 Regions Bank. Credit approval and other restrictions may apply. ' 30-minute responses apply to applications submitted between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. CST. *30-minute decisions are not available for first lien mortgage products originated by Regions Mortgage.
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@ YOUR TURN:
CHARRED WOOD

Charred Wood

House 2.0's distinctive wood siding uses
the traditional Japanese technique of
burned wood, a natural way to preserve
timber and (paradoxically) make it fire
resistant. Chemical preservatives, paints,
and retardants are thus unnecessary.

A further plus is the silvery beauty of

the charred finish. »

Weijnen discovered the use
of charred wood through the
work of Terunobu Fujimori
and traveled to the Japanese
island of Naoshima to ob-
serve the traditional techni-
que. Back in Amsterdam,

he adapted the process for
his own home. Here's how

he did it.

Step 1: Though tradition-
ally three Japanese cedar
boards are bound to form
a long triangle and a fire

is started within the result-
ing tunnel, Weijnen built

a brick oven to accommo-
date two six-foot-long larch
wood boards at a time.

Step 2: Weijnen charred
the top one-eighth inch
of each board in the gas
burner-equipped oven,
a process that took ap-

proximately ten minutes.

Step 3: After removing
the planks from the brick
oven, Weijnen doused
them with water if the fires
didn’t go out on their own.
Though Weijnen left his
boards au naturel, you can

also finish planks by brush-

ing and oiling them.

Step 4: The inevitable learn-
ing curve will begin with
less successful pieces; Wei-
jnen used his early attempts
in the kitchen ceiling.

66 September 2011




PUBBLIMARKET™

Italian made chairs, tables and beyond.
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CALIFORNIA

Hold It Contemporary Home

San Diego _ www.holdithome.com
Rapport International Furniture
Los Angeles
www.rapportfurniture.com
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Housework'’s - Indianapolis
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LOUISIANA
Scandinavia Inc. - New Orleans
www.scandinaviafurniture.com

MARYLAND
Bova Furniture - Beltsville
www.bovafurniture.com

MASSACHUSETTS

Italian Interiors Inc. - Boston
www.italian-interiors.com
NEW JERSEY

House of Norway - Fairfield
www.houseofnorway.com
NEW YORK

International Furniture - Brooklyn
www.furnitureny.com

OHIO

Bova Furniture - Cincinnati
www.bovafurniture.com
OKLAHOMA

Dane Design - Oklahoma City
www.danedesign.com

OREGON
Modurne Fine Furnishings
Portland _ www.modurne.biz

TEXAS

Bova Furniture - Dallas
www.hovafurniture.com
Danish Inspirations - Houston
www.danishinspirations.com

VIRGINIA
Bova Furniture - Falls Church
www.bovafurniture.com

WISCONSIN
Century House Inc. - Madison
www.centuryhouseinc.com

U.S. oFFicE
p 941 475 8202 - info@domitalia
www.domitaliausa.com
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OFF THE GRID

Reused Timber

House 2.0 relies on recycled wood for
support—notably, two enormous for-
mer mooring posts of basralocus wood
and an entire elm tree. The hundred-
year-old mooring posts, each standing
26 feet high, were placed at either end
of the building as its main structural
supports. Weijnen used a 75-year-old
elm tree instead of a steel girder to
support the suspended living room. The
tree was felled during the renovation
of one of the city’s canal quays. “It cor-
responds to the Japanese practice

of incorporating a natural element into
architecture,” says Weijnen.

Adobe Plaster

In all but two rooms (the kids’ bed-
rooms because of their propensity for
DIY decoration), Weijnen avoided
using carbon-intensive plaster. Instead,
he finished the home with earth or
adobe plaster. "Adobe is an ideal ma-
terial in passive houses, as it absorbs
and releases moisture well, controlling
the climate,” says Weijnen. In the upper
part of the house, where temperatures
tend to be high during the summer
months, the adobe is mixed with PCMs,
small paraffin capsules that melt when
it's hot to absorb heat and solidify again
and release heat when it cools.

YOUR TURN:
REUSED TIMBER

Salvaged-wood dealers like
these provide reclaimed
timber that you can use for
structural support or more
common household projects
like flooring, ceiling, planter
boxes, and furniture.

68 September 2011

Cornerstone Floor Group
cornerstonesalvage.com

Restoration Timber
restorationtimber.com

Longleaf Lumber
longleaflumber.com
Mountain Lumber Company
mountainlumber.com

Pacific Northwest Timbers
pacificnorthwesttimbers.com

TerraMai
terramai.com

Vermont WildWoods
vermontwildwoods.com

YOUR TURN:
ADOBE PLASTER

Do it yourself with earth
and adobe plasters from
companies like these.
American Clay
americanclay.com

Clay Mine Adobe
claymineadobe.com
Tierrafino

tierrafino.com

Dwell




The Signature Stone Collection

“Among the thousands of exceptional stones we process, Bringing Stone To Life
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Wind Turbine

Though the Netherlands seems like the place
that would most warmly welcome wind mills
(as they're called there), planning authorities
were initially skeptical of the idea of a rooftop
turbine in a dense, residential area. In the end,
the town relented; and given local weather
conditions, the turbine now provides one-third
of the house’s annual electricity. m

YOUR TURN:
WIND TURBINE

Weijnen chose a donQi
wind turbine, which is com-
pact and quiet enough for
an urban location. Consider
these tips when selecting

a wind turbine.

Before installing, decide
where you’ll mount the
turbine by determining the
direction from which the

strongest winds come. For
Weijnen, it was southwest.

Be a good neighbor.
Consult with residents living
close-by as turbines often
produce unfamiliar noises.

If possible, mount the
turbine on an anchor other
than the house. Weijnen

originally mounted his
directly on the home but
vibrations proved noisy,
causing him to relocate it
farther from the wall.
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Helsinki Ink

Step inside Marimekko’s print-
ing factory for a look at how
its iconic textiles come to life.

As Finland continued its slow recovery
from World War Il in the early 1950s,
textile designer Armi Ratia seized the
opportunity to bring hope and opti-
mism to the country—in the form of
brightly colored and boldly patterned
fabrics and clothing. From the remnants
of her husband Viljo's oilcloth com-
pany, the couple launched Marimekko
in 1951. Less than a decade later,
Jackie Kennedy graced a December
1960 cover of Sports Illustrated in
a pink Marimekko dress, and the com-
pany took off, gaining renown for its
bright, modern, fashion-forward tex-
tiles and clothing.

Today, a visit to Marimekko's 43,000-
square-foot factory in Helsinki reveals

L)

L3 B3I

‘s3539 333534

that its printing process and emphasis
on big, bold patterns—which continue
to bring the company great success—
have changed little over the years.
“Screen printing is a tried-and-true old
technology, and printing large, six-
foot-long patterns is rare these days,”
says Petri Juslin, manager of Mari-
mekko’s artwork studio. “This, however,
is what we are known and loved for
and what we excel at.” While many
of its competitors are outsourcing their
manufacturing, Marimekko continues
to keep its production right at home
and at the heart of its business, print-
ing more than a million yards of fabric
each year. I

Story by Katja Lindroos
Photos by Alex Subrizi
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Watch our slideshow of
iconic Marimekko patterns at
dwell.com/magazine
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PROCESS

1. Design
The magic starts in Marimekko's art-
work studio, a simple room dominated
by a large table surrounded by six
skilled employees—many trained as
designers. These workers interpret
drawings from contributing design-
ers and convert them into patterns.
Marimekko gives contributors carte
blanche on how to present their ideas
to the artwork team: Some paint, some
draw, some design on computers.
"One designer, Erja Hirvi, even came

in with real branches she had attached
to a piece of paper with tape,” Juslin
says. The result was Lumimarja, which
became one of the company'’s best-
selling textiles.

Once a design is approved, the art-
work studio team determines the
necessary number of colors. Marimekko
designs can have up to 12 colors,
though overprinting layers of ink can
create additional shades. More colors
means more work—though pricing is
based on material and possible treat-

ments and not on the color quantities.
“We don't charge more for more-
expensive-to-produce fabrics,” Juslin
says. The most difficult pattern to date
is Vattenblank, designed by Astrid Syl-
wan for Marimekko's Fall 2011 collec-
tion. The textile resembles a contem-
porary painting and is a tour-de-force
of the company’s printing know-how.
Its gradient effects, overlapping colors,
and the sheer size of the repeat make

it more a work of art than an industrially
produced product.

2. Color Selection
Next, the screens are made, and the

designer chooses the color tones.

In a room next to the printing machines,
a locker with narrow drawers holds
numerous pieces of neatly stacked,
colorful fabrics. “For many designers,
this room is a real source of inspira-
tion,” says Anna-Kaisa Jaaksola, who
guides artists in the selection process.
"Even though designers can work

via email and send in Pantone codes
these days, many prefer to choose the
colors from real samples.”

The recipe for each color is attached
to its corresponding fabric swatch,
and after the designer chooses the right
combination, the recipes are sent to
the color kitchen. Some colors, such as
beige and gray tones, are more difficult
to produce than others; turquoise is
notorious for sticking poorly to fabrics.

“We have our trade secrets that ensure
that the colors work,” says Anu-Mari
Salmi, the production manager.

The inks are stored in plastic wrap-
covered buckets, which prevents a thick,
top layer from forming. Each day, the
color kitchen prepares hundreds of
pounds of ink for the hues needed for
the following day'’s printing. “Thanks
to having our own facilities, we can react
quickly to sales,” Salmi says. I
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Artwork studio member Eri Shimatsuka and
studio manager Petri Juslin compare a first
fabric proof to the artist's original drawing
(top left). Juslin inspects a printout for a new

printing screen (top center). In the color-
selection room, Taina Tiilikainen thumbs
through swatches to help designers pick
the perfect combinations (bottom left).
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PROCESS

3. Printing
The Marimekko factory prints nearly
6,500 yards of fabric each day. The com-
pany typically purchases its material,
usually cotton, in 2,200- to 5,500-yard
rolls or pallets from Germany, Peru,
Turkey, and the Baltic nations. Flat
screen-printing makes it possible to
divide repeats in sections and create
large-size patterns, from 24 inches to
several yards long. With new patterns,
the team produces a small, 16-to-33-
foot test run before the real printing

begins. If the test is successful, employ-
ees bring in the 63-inch-wide, 24-to-
63-inch-long silk-screening plates and
place them on the main printing ma-
chine. Each color is printed through
its own color-specific, stencil-like plate.
The more complex the design and the
more colors used, the more plates —
and hands (up to four professionals at
a time)—are required to run the 80-
foot-long printer.

With the screen-printing plates in
place, workers spread the inks across

the plates by hand. No computers are
needed to determine the right quantity.
"We trust our professionals,” Salmi
says. “They have the know-how in their
hands.” A metal rod guided by mag-
nets, which can be adjusted for speed
and weight according to the thickness
of the fabric, presses the ink through
the screen into the fabric. Once the ink
is applied and the plate removed, the
fabric moves forward automatically,
and the next color is added through
the next plate.

4. Finishing and Shipping
After printing, the fabric is transferred

to the steaming machine, where steam
heated to 219 degrees Fahrenheit
fastens the color to the fabric, ensuring
durability and brightness. Next, the
textiles go through washing in 203-
degree water to shrink them down

to their final sizes. A finishing machine
applies any additional treatments,
like softener, to the washed fabric.

Then, Marimekko's quality inspec-
tors, some who have worked at the
company for more than 30 years, hand-
inspect and grade the fabric. Theirs
is a meticulous task: There can be only
four small errors over 16 yards of fab-
ric. If the fabric passes, it is cut and
rolled into bolts, ready for displaying
in stores or turning into garments,
bags, cushions, tablecloths, and other
Marimekko products.

Finally, trucks are packed with yards
of colorful fabrics—from the iconic
Unikko print to those like the blossomed
Keisarinna. The trucks drive to shops
and ports and eventually transport the
textiles to customers around the world. Il
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The printing machine (top left) moves fabric
forward automatically, even though the inks
are added by hand (top right). The colors of

Katsuji Wakisaka's Green Green fabric are

fastened to the cloth (bottom left). A quality
inspector checks a length of Pieni Unikko
fabric (bottom center) before it's cut and
packaged (bottom left).
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INSPIRED BY JAPAN

With a highly aesthetic culture that evolved for centuries in isolation,
Japan has long held a special grip on the imagination of the West.

In the modern age, our curious gaze is undiminished.

Story by Henrietta Thompson
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*7 1. Fusuma
.

THE HOUSE
DECONSTRUCTED

Flexible, modular,and at one with
nature, the traditional Japanese
house offers apt design lessons.

Illustration by Chris Gardner

Fusuma are sliding doors
that run on wooden rails
and can be easily moved or
removed to create flexible
room divisions. Traditionally
they are the same size as

a tatami mat, made of wood
and paper, with a black lac-
quer border and a clever
finger catch. They are often
decorated with graphics
or scenes from nature.

2. shoji

Running along the same
rails as the fusuma, shoji
panels serve to divide

the house into necessary
spaces and serve as exter-
nal walls. Where the fusuma
are opaque, the thin paper
shoji (made from mulberry
bark, not rice paper as many
believe), allow light to pass
through the house.
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3. Roka
Roka, meaning "hallway,”
refers to wood-floored
passages that run both
inside and out, sometimes
to extended outbuildings.

4. Engawa

The engawa is a wooden
veranda area that sits out-
side of the tatami space and
is usually open, but capped
by large eaves, protecting
the shoji from the elements.

When any room can be a living room,
bedroom, dining room, or study, sim-
ple, clutter-free, clean living prevails.
Everything is portable, partitionable,
and highly adaptable in the tradi-
tional Japanese house, where rooms
can be as large or small as required.
And though much is dictated by poetic
tradition and a genuine respect for: z
nature, part of the beauty of the Japa-"
nese house is its technical efficiency, e
complete with modular, movinésr
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5. Daidokoro

The daidokoro is the food
preparation area of the
Japanese household. The
main feature of the room

is the kamado, a basic stove
made from clay and sand,
with one opening at the
front and another at the top,
through which pots are
lowered.

2.

6. Irori

The irori is the hearth of

the home—a chimney-less,
wooden-framed, plaster-
lined square pit in the center
of the room. A single cook-
ing pot or kettle perpetually
hangs over it.

7.Tokonoma

In some ways, the tokonoma
is the Japanese equivalent
of the western fireplace and
mantelpiece. A built-in re-
cess or alcove, it forms a
place for displaying art and
flowers, perhaps a bonsai,
a calligraphic scroll, or other
such okimono (objet d'art).
Subject to various rules, it is
strictly off limits to step into
the tokonoma; and when
seating guests, the host al-
ways makes sure the VIP
has their back to it, so as not
to be seen as a show-off.

10. Garden

8. Oshiire

The oshiire is a cupboard
intended to store zabuton
(sitting cushions), futon,
makura (pillows), blankets,
and sheets. Roughly one
tatami mat in deptbh, it usu-
ally contains shelves. All
bedding is put away daily.

Any person entering the
house must first remove
their shoes, and the dedi-
cated area where this takes
place is the genkan. Often
recessed into the floor, it is
tiled or laid with concrete.
Shoes are lined up facing
the door, so they can be
put on again easily.

Gardens enjoy high status
in Japan, and their design
is considered a fine art.

A few features are commonly
xfound, including rocks, lan-
terns, and water, over which
a bridge or stepping stones
will transport the apprecia-
tive stroller. All gardens have
a clear point from which
they are best viewed.

ON
TATAMI

According to the principles
of biophilia, environments
that echo the tendencies
of nature promote more
efficient learning, working,
and recuperating. In Japan,
where nature, spirituality,
and mankind have long
been intertwined, one of
their most basic design
building blocks—the tatami
mat—typifies a kind of in-
grained biophilic approach.
The smell of a newly laid
tatami room is an interior
equivalent of a freshly cut
lawn. Then there's the feel
underfoot: firm enough
to walk across, yet bouyant
enough to sleep on.
Invented over a millen-
nium ago during the Heian
period, when court nobility
were seated according to
their rank, the mats would
vary according to height
and material to indicate
status. By the Muromachi
period (roughly the same
era as the Renaissance in
Europe), tatami had evolved
into a fairly standard ele-
ment that included a thick
mat base of woven rice
straw with a softer woven
rush grass covering. It was
during this period that
tatami became the unit of
measure of room size and
were used to cover the
entire floor. The 3-by-6-foot
proportions, based roughly
on a prone adult, could be
applied to furniture and
architecture alike, keeping
everything nicely in sync.
There are three standard
sizes of tatami depending
on where in Japan you are:
Kyoto has the largest at 3.1
by 6.3 feet, Nagoya tatami
are 3 by 6 feet, and in Tokyo
they are 2.9 by 5.8 feet.
Half-size mats, called hanjo,
are used to fill the square
gap remaining after the rest
of the room is laid, while
three-quarter size mats,
daime-datami, are generally
used in teahouses.
Although the traditional
Japanese house is giving
way to increasingly more
modern living arrange-
ments, a majority of homes
still have at least one
washitsu, or tatami-room,
with shoji and fusuma. I
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IT'S THE JOINT

With an extensive vocabulary of
joinery and a reputation for extreme
precision,Japanese carpenters take
their craft to a higher level. Here are
eight examples.

dwork by Benchmark Furniture
Photos by Paul Tucker
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“Japanese joinery is held up by cabinet-
makers worldwide as the pinnacle
of what is achievable in woodworking,”
says Sean Sutcliffe, cofounder and
director of London-based woodwork-
ing studio Benchmark. Sutcliffe and
designer Tomoko Azumi, who share
a fascination for these details, here
demonstrate some of Japanese join-
ery’s extensive repertoire of complex
nail- and screw-free wooden con-
nections plus a couple of their own
designs for good measure.Together
with Rocket Gallery, they have also
developed a new table, called Joint,
made possible by the techniques.

It is a fascinating but secret art, says
Azumi: “It’s hidden from view once
assembled and most appreciated

by people who understand what goes
into it.”

Dwell




1. Seated Dovetail
Koshikake-ari-tsugi

This dovetail lap joint
combines the self-locking
quality of the dovetail with
the strength of a lap joint.

It is commonly used to splice
groundsills to buildings.

2. Lapped Rod Tenon
Sao-tsugi

Often used to join large
beams in Japanese houses,
the thin tenon will pass
through a post without
weakening it, and another
section of beam is locked
on with the square pegs.

3. Inserted Tenon Joint
Chigiri-tsugi

Both halves of this joint

are identical, enabling easier
repetitive making for mul-
tiple components. The float-

Dwell

ing tenon locks both halves
together. Used for splicing,
it has good tensile strength.

4, Rebated Oblique
Scar Joint
Okkake-daisen-tsugi
Used to splice beams

or lintels, this joint has
great tensile strength and
resists lateral bending
forces. It is complicated to
cut and highly regarded
by craftsmen.

5. Cross Stub Tenon Joint
Juji-mechigai-tsugi

This joint is used to locate
posts together. It has good
rotational and shear re-
sistance but no tensile or
bending strength, so it's
used where timbers meet
in compression.

6. Tenoned Seated
Snake’s Head
Mechigai-koshikake-
kama-tsugi

Named after the reared
head of a snake, this very
intricate joint is incredibly
strong, self locks, and is
resistant to the strains of
movement and shrinkage.
It is also one of the most
demanding joints to cut.

7. Trimitre Joint

Sean Sutcliffe wanted to de-
velop a joint that had perfect
self-triangulating symmetry.
“l came across the trimitre,
which had been used deco-
ratively, but | developed it
so that it could be used struc-
turally.” A table utilizing the
joint would go on to be one
of his best-selling products.

8. Azumi Joint
“We wanted to have angled
table legs and we couldn’t
find a joint that worked with
one coming in at an odd
angle. So we decided to try
to design one,” says Azumi,
who developed this joint
with Benchmark for a new
table. “The complexity of
the joint we ended up with
wasn't initially intentional,
but it needed to be this way
to stabilize the structure.”
The finished table—utilizing
four of these joints—was
unveiled at Rocket Gallery
during the 2010 London
Design Festival. I
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INDUSTRIAL
POETRY

We admire five new Japanese-
designed products that say a lot
by doing very little.

Moon Chair

by Tokujin Yoshioka

for Moroso

In the magical hushed at-
mosphere of a room filled
with fog and ethereal light
and sound effects, the public
first experienced Moon's
simple white cocoon last
April. However, for all the
literal smoke and mirrors,
the seat was born from seri-
ous ergonomic research.

Its design encourages free-
dom of movement and shift-
ing sitting positions often.

Bamboo-Steel Chair

by Nendo for Yii

The result of an exploration
into Taiwan'’s traditional
crafts skills and industries,
this chair’s design applies
bamboo-working handicraft
techniques and patterns

to tubular steel pipes and
strips. Bamboo artisans
visited the metal workshop
regularly to advise through-
out the design process.
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Patan Chair

by Tomoko Azumi

for Zilio A&C

This super-streamlined new
dining chair is designed
for daily use, but folds away
compactly and efficiently,
without compromising com-
fort. For shipping and stor-
age, six folded chairs can fit
into the footprint of just one
unfolded chair. Manufac-
tured from beech wood, it is
available finished or unfin-
ished in four shades.

Yumi Lamp

by Shigeru Ban

for Fontana Arte

A barely there arch, Yumi
epitomizes the word “light”
in every way. Building on
the carbon fiber structure
by layering it with fiberglass
and aluminum, and integrat-
ing the cables and LED light
source as part of the form,
the stem is just 0.4-inches
thick. A genuine product of
the age, Yumi's form is only
possible thanks to recently
developed technology.

Shiba Cookware

by Naoto Fukasawa

for Alessi

Featuring only the pots,
pans, and utensils Fukasawa
feels are absolutely neces-
sary, this rigorously pared
down set has wooden or
bakelite handles, all de-
signed to age well. Named
after Japan's iconic dog
breed, the tag implies these
are pots and pans you can
form a lasting, reliable, day-
to-day relationship with. Ii-

~
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SAM HECHT'S JAPAN

The cofounder of London-based design firm
Industrial Facility explains that when it
comes to inspiration, the smallest details
often make the biggest impact.

A range of Industrial
Facility’s product
design is now available
from Retail Facility,
their web shop.

1. The Little Things

Japan has a wonderful sense of respect
for daily life. From the moment you
enter a house, you notice that the floor
level of the entrance is lower than the
rest of the house by the height of a shoe
and is normally made of stone.The
material is a continuation of the out-
side, bringing the essence of the out-
doors in.And the lower height means
that your shoes can be slipped off and
kept out of sight.

2. Carefree Byways

There is an old saying in Japan that you
don’t have to pay for air and security.
So you don’t have to worry if you forgot
to lock your door when you left in the
morning, or worry about locking your
bike to nip into a convenience store.
When I lived there, I cycled everywhere
and didn’t need a lock. In London this
is an alien concept, and with it comes
a very different opinion of the people
and the city.
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3.Comings and Goings

Sliding doors provide a special quality
for entering a room. When a door is
slid open and someone enters, it feels
different. The atmosphere is much
calmer.The Japanese are conscious of
the way people enter and leave—and
it’s as lovely to watch as it is to feel.

4.The Sounds of Silence

1like the sound of work in Japan,which
is almost no sound at all. Our office is
very similar—quiet and peaceful, only
saying what needs to be said.

5.Let Go of the Ego

It’s now our 10th year designing for
and advising Muji, and I still enjoy
what it stands for: good products and
reasonable prices.They have always
enabled us to do some of our best work.
It’s a combination of doing something
that people need, balanced with creat-
ing design that has no ego. With no
ego, there is nothing to prove and no

one to persuade. Perhaps that is what
design once was.

6.High and Low

Japan has beautiful architecture—
architecture that is continually
changing. But it also has some ugly
buildings that look shabby and
unkempt. This is the contrast that
keeps Japan alive in all its endeav-
ors: There’s always room to improve,
whatever the challenges.

7.Not an Inch to Spare

If you ever visit the countryside, you’ll
notice all the land has value. Nothing
is wasted. Yet great beauty can still be
found. Farming continues to be a family
affair, executed with great care.

8.Great Tastes

Food is a big inspiration to me in
Japan; wherever you go, it is tasty
and presented with great attention
to detail. I
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THE JAPANESE ARCHITECT ABROAD

MIT Media Lab
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Fumihiko Maki

Upon opening last year,

the new 163,000-square-
foot Massachusetts Institute
of Technology Media Lab,
designed by Pritzker Prize
winner Fumihiko Maki, was
described in the Boston
Globe as “the world’s most
exquisite building.” Maki's
brief was to create a build-
ing at the heart of the insti-
tute’s campus that reflected
the Media Lab'’s unorthodox
and pioneering research
into emerging technologies
on. If the future looks as
bright as Maki's beautifully
proportioned spaces, we'll
all be OK.
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Centre Pompidou-Metz
Metz, France

Shigeru Ban

Shigeru Ban, perhaps most
famous for his innovative
paper buildings and extra-
ordinary structures to house
disaster victims, has had

a phenomenal influence in
France where he has colla-
borated with Jean de Gas-
tines since 2000 and set up
offices in Paris. The Centre
Pompidou-Metz is their
fourth project in the country
and features a curving roof
of wooden hexagonal units
covered by a Japanese-
made, 86,111-square-foot
textile membrane in fiber-
glass and Teflon. The high-
tech structure takes inspi-
ration from traditional bridge
building, as well as ancient
construction techniques
used to make baskets and
hats in China.

Serpentine Pavilion
London

Toyo Ito

When the Serpentine Gal-
lery’s annual commission for
a temporary pavilion went
to Toyo Ito and his collabo-
rator Cecil Balmond in 2002,
the consensus on the result
was that it was one of the
most successful examples of
contemporary architecture,
period. Not bad for a struc-
ture that would only be in
situ for a couple of months.
Evolved from a series of
complex geometrical equa-
tions, the apparently simple
self-supporting structure
was compared to crystals
and snowflakes. The lucky
pavilion now serves as the
beach club restaurant of

Le Beauvallon, a luxury hotel
in Saint-Tropez.

Vitra Seminar Building
Weil am Rhein, Germany
Tadao Ando

Not only a major force in
furniture design, Vitra has
also commissioned pio-
neering buildings from a
variety of world-renowned
architects for its HQ near
Basel. Among a veritable
model village of miniature
icons from the likes of Frank,
Zaha, and Bucky, is Tadao
Ando’s first building outside
Japan. A near-monastic
concrete conference hall,
its low-lying elegant lines
sit in complementary con-
trast to Gehry'’s brilliant
but chaotic design museum
next door.

New Museum

New York City

SANAA

The seven stories of precari-
ously stacked cubic galler-
ies that comprise the New
Museum of Contemporary
Art was the first of a spate
of recent projects that have
seen its architects, Kazuyo
Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa
of SANAA, joining architec-
ture’s top tier league, and
netting them the Pritzker
Prize for 2010. Sitting direct-
ly on the Lower Manhattan
sidewalk, the refreshing,
unpretentious, and inviting
art gallery makes sensitive
and compelling use of light
throughout its meticulously
scaled spaces.
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courtesy Serpentine Gallery Pavillion 2002 Designed by Toyo Ito with Arup Photo
© 2007 Stephen White (Serpentine Pavillion), Wayne Lorentz/Artefags (AMA HQ).

Sake No Hana Restaurant
London

Kengo Kuma

While most of Kengo
Kuma's projects are in Asia,
the celebrated architect has
made big waves through
small architectural commis-
sions in Europe, not least
of which is the interior of the
Sake No Hana Japanese
restaurant in London. Kuma
has described his ambition
to “recover the tradition

of Japanese buildings” and
to reinterpret them for the
21st century, and diners at
the restaurant are treated
with a stunning representa-
tion of a traditional Japa-
nese temple in the heart
of Mayfair.
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You don’t have to go to Tokyo to experience
some of the world’s finest Japanese architecture.
We'll take you on a brief global tour.

American Medical
Association

Chicago

Kenzo Tange

Pritzker Prize-winning
Kenzo Tange (1913-2005)
exported his pioneering
blend of traditional Japa-
nese architecture and mod-
ernism all over the world,
providing the master plan
for the post-earthqauke
reconstruction of Skopje,
Yugoslavia, in 1965, as
well as planning studies in
Africa, the Middle East, and
Europe. The best example
of his work in the United
States can be best seen in
this tidy high-rise that was
completed in 1990.

Louis Vuitton

New York City

Jun Aoki

The architect responsible
for Louis Vuitton's retail arms
in Japan, Jun Aoki brought
his expertise to 5th Avenue
in 2004, glazing the entire
exterior of the art deco New
York Trust Company build-
ing with a hazy mist of ce-
ramic coated glass. Blurring
through varying grades of
opacity to hide and reveal
the displays, this is window
shopping at its most poetic.

Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Kisho Kurokawa

The world’s largest airport
when it was completed in
1998, KLIA has five runways,
and is one of three major
international hub airports
of Asia. Kisho Kurokawa,
best known for Tokyo's pre-
fab Nakagin Capsule Tower,
designed a hyper-modern,
high-tech, environmentally
friendly building whose
form references traditional
Islamic domes.

Palau de Sant Jordi
Barcelona, Spain

Arata Isozaki

Built for the 1992 Olympic
Games in Barcelona, the
Spanish government de-
clared the Palau de Sant
Jordi to be “the most im-
pressive of the numerous
constructions built on the
occasion of the Olympic
Games" and “a real jewel
of vanguardist architecture.”
The sizable arena fits some
17,000 spectators for sport-
ing and cultural events, but
its considerable size isn't
everything that’s impressive
about it: Palau de Sant Jordi
is also intelligent (a pioneer-
ing example of computer-
controlled architecture) and
carefully constructed (its
138-foot-high dome was
constructed on the ground
before being lifted atop the
structure in one piece). I

September 2011



DWELLINGS

MAKING AN
AKARI LIGHT

Sculptor Isamu Noguchi’s foray

into home furnishings was a boon

for mid-century modernists.
"His Akari lamps are still made

the same

Illustrations

«

way today.

by Cchris Gardner

Iconic” tends to be an overused adjec-
tive when discussing design, but it’s
amodifier that Isamu Noguchi’s Akari
light series genuinely deserves. These
simple paper structures inspired by
traditional Japanese lanterns have been
so widely copied and distributed that—
with a little help from imitations—
they’ve never gone out of fashion.

Each lamp starts with the
construction of a frame
consisting of wooden pan-

®

els arranged into a simple
sculptural shape.

The papered form is left

to dry,
sped up inside a traditional

a process that is

®

Japanese kiln.
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American-born and educated Nogu-
chi designed the Akari (which means
“light” both in the sense of brightness
and weightlessness) in 1951, follow-
ing several trips to Japan after World
War II—a time when, motivated in
part by the attack on Pearl Harbor in
1941, and a rising backlash against
Japanese Americans in the States, the
artist pursued a more political agenda.
Along-side his famous glass-topped
coffee table for Herman Miller, the
Akari was one of a number of projects
through which he manipulated Japa-
nese traditions into products that
would enhance the quality of everyday
life. His goal was to create a sculpture
that resembled the light of the sun as
it is filtered through the paper of shoji
screens in traditional Japanese archi-
tecture: “The harshness of electricity
is thus transformed through the magic
of paper back to the light of our origin—
the sun—so that its warmth may

Bamboo ribbing is stretched
in a spiral around the frame,
and glue is applied.

Once dry, it is removed from
the kiln, and the frame is
disassembled and removed.

continue to fill our rooms at night,”
he reasoned.

In 1951, Noguchi visited the town
of Gifu, known for the manufacture
of lanterns and umbrellas made from
mulberry bark paper and bamboo,
and he soon designed a new lamp to
be produced using traditional meth-
ods. As further sculptural forms were
developed, the series would eventu-
ally grow to include more than 100
designs. According to the Noguchi
Museum in New York, when the Akari
began to become popular, Noguchi
was fond of saying that “all that you
require to start a home are a room,

a tatami,and Akari.” As outlined below,
the lamps continue to be manufac-
tured by hand in the traditional meth-
ods by the Ozeki Company.The seem-
less fusion of ancient Japanese craft
with mid-century aesthetics undoubt-
edly lend this beautiful series of lamps
their enduring popularity. -

Handmade washi paper,
made from the inner bark
of the mulberry tree, is cut
into strips and attached to
the frame before the edges
are neatly trimmed.

Using a simple wooden tool,
the paper frame is lightly
creased so that it can be col-
lapsed into a flat form for
storage and shipping.
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‘ MOST PEOPLE GET A FAN FOR THEIR GREAT ROOM

WHATYOU NEED IS A GREAT
FAN FOR YOUR BIG ASS ROOM

TRY A BIG ASS FAN IN YOUR HOME FOR 90 DAYS.
IF YOU DON’T EXPERIENCE BIG COMFORT, RETURN IT.

WWW.BIGASSFANS.COM/DWELL | 1-877-326-5460

YOU DON'T NEED A CEILING FAN

You've got this spacious room with high ceilings.
It's too hot in the summer and too cool in
the winter — no matter where you set the
thermostat. So you think an ordinary ceiling
fan will solve your
problem, right? Wrong.

A typical ceiling fan,
with its small motor
and flat paddles, just
isn’t going to cut it.
You need a serious air
moving machine... something that can circulate
an ocean of air that can be felt from floor to
ceiling and wall to wall.

YOU NEED A BIG ASS FAN

Isis® from Big Ass Fans is the world’s only ceiling
fan engineered to improve circulation in large
spaces such as foyers, lofts and great rooms.
Its sweeping airfoil blades — shaped like aircraft
wings — revolve slowly and quietly to produce
gentle, but powerful currents of air that deliver
consistent, energy efficient comfort year round.

A single venti mocha
cappuccino will set
you back more than
the monthly operating
cost of an Isis... yet Isis
does the work of more
than nine standard
ceiling fans.

QUIRKY NAME. SERIOUS FANS.

For over a decade, Big Ass Fans has been
engineering high performance air movement
solutions for tens of thousands of satisfied
industrial customers worldwide. Now, our
patented technology is available for your
home. Like all of our fans, Isis is engineered,
precision balanced and hand built with
aircraft-grade aluminum and industrial
components right here in
the USA. It looks great,
operates silently and

is backed by a limited
lifetime warranty.

Choose standard Aluminum,
premium Black, White, or Chestnut
Brown, or custom matched colors.

fBIGASSFANS

No Equal.

May be covered by one or more of the following U.S. Patents: 6,244,821; 6,589,016; 6,817,835; 6,939,108; 7,252,478; 7,284,960; D587,799; D607,988 and other patents pending.
02011 Delta T Corporation dba the Big Ass Fan Company. All rights reserved.
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JASPER MORRISON'S What does one of our favorite designers

notice when he goes to Japan? He shares
J A PA N his impressions.

Bench Muji Window

Nobody would describe this bench as good looking, yet it has a certain This picture was taken in a Muji store in London. It shows a small display
charm, and maybe charm is more important than looks. The bench was out- of a set of spaceships sold in a bag for kids. | took the picture without thinking
side a railway station restaurant in the Japanese countryside. From a design much about it, but when | look at it now it seems beautiful and charming.
point of view, there’s plenty to admire. It exhibits a determined conceptual Beautiful for the combination of materials, colors, and shapes: The natural
rigor, as if its maker thought, I'll make this bench from a single log of wood wood combined with white black and grey paint is undeniably effective,
five-feet long, without using any screws, and it will be strong enough for an unexpectedly rich and somehow reminds me of Jean Arp. And charming for
elephant and heavy enough to survive a typhoon. The structure has been the absurdly simplified forms that nevertheless provide a remarkably atmo-
planned to make the most of a few basic cuts, so the flat sides are used for spheric impression of a space scene, easily capturing our imagination in the
the seat (for comfort) and the base (for stability). Its character is cheerful way all good toys do. A masterpiece of improbable merchandising.

and welcoming, and it has obviously earned its place between the beer crates
and the folding chair. The world could use more of the spirit of do-it-yourself
projects like this one.

Japanese Fisherman

What we have here is a museum display model of a Japanese fisherman
looking for octopus and other underwater delicacies. The boat is fixed
to a milky plastic sheet and provides us with a view from the shore of the
fisherman using a wooden box with a glass window at the bottom to get
a better view of the seabed, where he hopes to spear something tasty.
Reflected in a mirror above the boat we have a seagull’s view of the boat

Japanese Plumbing

Photos and Text by Jasper Morrison

Is there a profession of artist plumbers? Maybe only in Japan. Think of all and its equipment, and of the fisherman who we learn is kneeling on the
the wash basins you have ever seen and consider if the plumbing was ever boat's flat wooden boards with his head in a leather hood. Not a lot of extra
done as beautifully as this. The U-bend is a requirement of every installation, information is gathered by the reflection, and yet it draws us in and pro-
providing an air-block between the basin and the drainage system below vides a richer image of the scene: We can be both the observer on land
ground. Typically, it is a separate unit that hangs from the underside of the and the seagull at the same time. A simple device that doubles the effect
water outlet with a connection to the pipework at the back, enabling the pipe of the model maker’s effort in setting the scene. —Jasper Morrison |l

to disappear into the wall horizontally. That might be preferable for clean-
ing the floor, but has there ever been a more poetic expression of the func-
tion than this one, which lets you know exactly where the water is going?
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FDI"‘m LH DESIGN.

LANDSCAPING B U I L D
B

FormLA creates and maintains distinctive, inviting community spaces and residential
landscapes. Our sustainable practices and products protect health and safety, while

providing beautifully clean and vibrant outdoor living spaces. SU STAI N &

info@formlainc.com - po box 441 tujunga, ca 91043 - p 818.3563.7030 : p 310.979.9002 - f 818.353.6837 - www.formla.com: CL #746838
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When I ask Shino and Ken Mori what the callig-
raphy hanging in their entry alcove says, it takes
some back-and-forth to arrive at the answer—
and even then, I suspect, it is only the closest ap-
proximation the English language could offer.
““We don’t have much, but friends are welcome,”
Ken replies. To which Shino adds, ““This house is
empty, that’s why you can get smarter.” Smarter?
“If you don’t have things, you have to think to
accomplish things,” Ken explains. “Basically, you
don’t have to have much.”

And the Wabi House, which architect Sebastian
Mariscal designed for the couple three years ago,
is, on its face, not much. In fact, from the perfectly
ordinary suburban street on which it sits, it’s
little more than a white cube rising from a black
rectangle. But just as the calligraphy encourages
the home’s residents to find greater meaning with-
in, so too does the Wabi House itself.

“From the list of what Shino and Ken wanted
and didn’t want, I could sense that they were sub-
consciously requesting an introspective house,”
says the bicoastal Mariscal, who has offices in
Woodstock, New York, and San Diego, California.
“They didn’t want a show-off house; they wanted
somewhere they could live forever.” After find-
ing out that the property was subject to neither
design restrictions nor neighborhood reviews,
Mariscal’s San Diego-based design-build team
transformed the typical ceramic-shingle-roofed
rancher (after completely deconstructing it)
into a one-of-a-kind architectural achievement.

But while the Wabi House fits Shino and Ken’s
lives like a perfectly tailored suit, the pair didn’t
dictate any of the design. “We wanted Sebastian
to come up with his own style and ideas,” says
Shino. “We tried not to tell him too much—the
minimum.” So after an initial series of discus-
sions about what the home should and shouldn’t
be, Mariscal (in Ken’s words) went dark. “It was
slightly uncomfortable,” Ken chuckles, “but after
a few months he pretty much came back with
the house you see today.”

“It’s great when you find a client that chal-
lenges you to do something more meaningful,”
says Mariscal. “They really trusted me.” And
so the Wabi House serves as an object lesson
in how the most spectacular creative results
are accomplished: through the confident patron-
age of dedicated, willing clients. i
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A gently winding set of
exposed aggregate con-
crete pads leads to the
Wabi House’s front doox.
Mariscal sought to “hide
the house behind a dense
forest front yard.” As
the crape myrtles grow
in, they will furthex
filter the home’s fa-
cade. During construc-
tion, Mariscal’s team
adjusted the design to
accommodate the boughs
of an old pine tzee in
the backyaxd. The unique
detail imbues the heme
with a spirit of wabi-
sabi—or beauty throught
impezfection.
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After entering through
the front doox, visitors
pass over the large koi
pond on a cast-concrete
footbridge chiseled to
look like stone. A perx-
pendicular walkway leads
right to the garage and
laundry areas (opposite)
and left to the small
office (this page). With
doors open, Shino and

{Ken pull an Eames LCW

chair for Herman Millex
outside to enjoy the
space. The entrance to

ithe living room (oppo-

site, far right) in-
cludes a seating area
where guests can remove
their shoes.
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It’s tempting to posit that all this happened simply
because the Moris wanted a better place to take off
and store their shoes, but in a way it did. One of their
main desires for the house was to have one entrance
where shoes could be deposited no matter if they
entered through the garage or the street. Set back past
the koi pond and an ipe walkway, the home’s actual
front door (and elegant shoe storage) lies within the
imposing ten-foot-tall charred cedar walls that line
the property’s perimeter. In the words of the architect,
these conscious transition zones act as “a series of
layers and filters from space to space.” i»
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In Tokyo, Shino’s main living area was about the
same size as the tatami flooring that serves as a multi-
purpose space on the Wabi House’s ground floor.

“I only had one table where you would do everything—
eat, work, sleep,” says Shino, “so I know that it is
possible to live with just one room.” Ken was pleased
that the design reflected elements he recalls enjoying
from his grandmother’s traditional Tokyo house—
such as the large engawa—but also that it was more
practically suited to their day-to-day lives. Before,

he says, “the house had these rooms you wouldn’t go
in for several months,” he says, “so they just ended

up as storage space. Here you go through everything
every day. It’s all livable space.”
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A custom-tailored mecha-
nism allows six floox-
to-ceiling sliding glass
doors (below) to open
along the entire width
of the living space,
creating a seamless
transition from indoors
to out (right). Pro-
tected by an overhang,
and floating above
ground level, this tex-
tiary space is known in
traditional homes as the
"engawa." To sustain a
unified look throughout,
the floor and ceiling
are clad in ipe wood. At
the client’s request the
kitchen contains neitherx
upper cabinets (Shino
can’t reach them) nor an
oven (they only used the
old one once—to reheat a
pizza). A modular Roche
Bobois Mah Jong sofa
(opposite) adds a deco-
rative flourish to the
living area while main-
taining as low a profile
as the traditional
Japanese furniture. I
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While most of the ground
level is given over to
the large open living
and dining area, it also
includes a small pantry
(top left), office (be-
low), and Japanese bath-
Toom (opposite). An
integrated Sub-Zero re-
frigerator is almost
unnoticeable behind its
charred cedar cladding.
In the cheerily outfit-
ted office, a Herman
Miller Embody chair

lets Shino stay comfort-
able on business calls
that can last for hours.
At the opposite end of
the house, the soaking
tub gets almost daily
use. The bath and

shower fixtures are

by Dornbracht. I
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Wabi House
Flooxr Plans

Rock Garden

Engawa
Living/Dining/Kitchen Area
Enclosable Guest Room
Japanese Bath

office

Genkan

Koi Pond

Laundry

Garage

Clothes-Drying Area
Moon-Viewing Platform
Master Bedroom

Master Bath

Z IFAUHNOMMUODN® >
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A

The limestone-clad
volume at the east end
of the house (this page)
extends to the second
story, housing Shino

and Ken’s master suite,
which opens onto the
planted roof deck.

The couple asked for

a “no maintenance,

not low maintenance”
backyard (opposite).
However, Shino tends

to “Carlsbad's largest
public bathroom for
cats” (otherwise known
as their Japanese-style
Tock garden) about

once a month. @

0

First Floox

OO

=10

=
FEDED

o

Second Floox
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An atypical modern house that translates the lan-
guage of traditional Japanese building into a Southern
California context, the Wabi House is a compelling
study in contradictions. “I was playing with an idea
of opposites,” Mariscal says. “For instance, from the
street you don’t see any windows, but once you go
inside, it’s almost all open.” Although the roof deck
affords a view of the surrounding area, the lasting
impression of the Wabi House is of a building that
focuses inward onto the very specific lives of its resi-
dents. It may be an average lot on an average street,
but when Shino and Ken return home, they have

an extraordinary kingdom to themselves. i
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A PIECE OF
HOME

Made of hardy Scottish materials and holding
a Japanese heart, this Edinburgh house
shows that two architects from disparate cultures
can design a home that bridges the gap.

Story by Aaron Britt Project: Japanese House i Extended slideshow at
Photos by Ben Anders Axchitect: Konishi Gaffney Architects dwell.com/magazine
Location: Edinburgh, Scotland
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“Japanese on the inside and Scottish on the out-
side” is how architect Kieran Gaffney describes the
house that he and his wife and business partner,
Makiko Konishi, built for themselves and their three
kids in a quiet corner of Edinburgh, Scotland. It’s an
apt description: The building’s shape and materi-
als are the sort you find in a modernist residence in
the UK, but it’s the unfussy, Japanese interior that
reveals a design tailored to this multicultural family.

“I suppose that’s the problem with Japan seen
from the outside,” says Gaffney, a Scot, of the nation
from which Konishi hails and where their family
lived from 2004 to 2007. “To the outside world a Japa-
nese restaurant is just a sushi restaurant.” According
to him, the same goes for houses. “There is also
a stereotype of what a Japanese house or a Japanese
garden looks like. But we wanted to make a kind of
daily-life, down-to-earth house.” No sign here of the
shoji screens or meticulously tended bonsai trees
that so often suggest Japanese living. Instead, the
couple mined the designs of humble, Japanese coun-
try homes for details that would afford them the
cozy, distinct lifestyle they once had in a small town
near the city of Sendai.

Lots of contemporary architecture takes technol-
ogy as both an aesthetic and systematic starting
point, but the brand of Japanese design that spoke
most to Konishi was old-fashioned, and often over-
looked. “I'd been living in England for about seven
years before going back to Japan,” she says. “Leaving
Japan and then coming back, I started to appreciate
traditional Japanese design.”

The home was the first project of their nascent
firm, and the couple started working on it while still
living in Japan. Once they’d settled on a lot—on an
alley behind Gaffney’s cousin’s house—they began to
tie a host of architectural ideas to a proper site.

Drawing simultaneously on their time working in
the London office of architect Thomas Heatherwick
(where they met) and their treasured days spent
soaking up the rural life in the Japanese countryside
with friends, Konishi and Gaffney created a series
of unpretentious spaces that perfectly fit the homey
rhythms of their family life.

Local materials, clean lines, and a few dramatic—
at least to Western eyes—gestures dominate the
house. A low table sunk into the polished concrete
floor—building regulators talked them out of the
tamped-earth floor they wanted—and a charred
wooden post are the main design elements of the
living room. A tatami room with a skylight for moon
gazing is the biggest statement upstairs.

Now, after a few years of living back in Scotland,
the family still finds the traditions they built into
their home as nourishing as ever. Granted, lazing
in the home’s tatami room may be quickly followed
by a mad dash to the soccer pitch, but as a study in
cross-cultural design, this house is a perfect fit. “We
spend tons of time here at home,” Gaffney says, “and
in a way I think that the space itself helps Makiko
feel less homesick.” For this family of modernists,
a bit of tradition was the only way to go.
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POST MODERNIST

Perhaps the most striking design ele-
ment of the living room space is the
dai koku bashira, the large, central pillar.
In rural Japan, such posts serve as a
home’s central structural support, and
according to the Shinto faith, Daikoku,
the god of wealth, resides in the pillar,

bringing good fortune to the home’s
inhabitants. Konishi and Gaffney had
another ritual in mind when they
cast the charred post in the floor—

to mark their children’s heights. The
pillar itself is the trunk of a 100-year-
old Scottish oak.
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Kiku leans on the “dai
koku bashira” as Mika
looks on from a barstool
from department store
John Lewis. The family
sits around, and under
in the case of four-
year-old Kaz’ma, the
sunken table (opposite)
for a snack. Makiko made
the covers of the mats
her mother sent from
Japan by hand. The black
lamp is from Ikea.
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SOUS LA TABLE

Though the family inherited Gaffney’s
granny'’s old green sofa, the hori
kotatsu, or sunken table, figures as
the hub of domestic life. In addition
to dining at mealtimes, the family
gathers here to read or do homework
seated on the polished concrete floor.

e

The design is common in older
Japanese houses, though the radiant
heating Konishi and Gaffney put

in the floor obviates the need for the
blankets or under-table braziers that
typically serve as the only sources

of heat in an old-fashioned Japanese

home. “When we have Japanese visi-
tors they go right to the table,” says
Konishi. “It’s only our Scottish guests
who make themselves comfortable
on the couch.” -
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NEIGHBORHOOD
JOINT

“Japanese architecture is quite
horizontal,” says Gaffney. “But partly
because of the tight site, we had
more leeway with height than width.”
Because the house was built in a his-
torically preserved zone—nostalgic
Edinburgh is full of them—there are
only a few subtle nods to Japanese
design on the exterior. The nuri-en
overhang leading out to the back
garden and the charred wood on the
facade are a pair of Japanese grace
notes, but the shape and scale of the
house hardly differ from what’s
next door.The modernist facade is

a break with the workers’ cottages

in the neighborhood—a perk of
being on an alley behind the main
street—but the oak cladding and slate
roof make this house a great Scot. -
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Gaffney and Kiku take in
the air from the large
sliding door bought from
Timber Tech Scotland.
The framed aluminum of
the corner window by
Natralight breaks up the
roof of recycled slate
tiles, which is entire-
ly of a piece with the
roofs around it. The
Scottish oak cladding
comes from Abbey Timber
and the black aluminum
cladding from MSP
Scotland.

Japanese House
Section

Dwell
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Floor Plans

Hori Kotatsu
Kitchen
Living Area
Nuri-en

Study
Bathroom
Genkan

Entry

Kids’ Bedroom
Master Bedroom
Tatami Room
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A late-1950s set of sofa
and chairs inherited
from Gaffney’s granny
warm up the living room
(left), as do the stove
from Charnwood and the
coffee table the couple
bought from Habitat

for their first flat.
The tatami room (bottom
left) has mats from

the Futon Company and

a “Hinamatsuri” mobile
(bottom right) adds

a cheery touch. The kids
(opposite) make all the
fun they need in their
bedroom. Their bunk beds
and shelving were bought
at Ikea. @




THREE'S THE CROWD

Affording the living room its soar-
ing, double-height ceiling meant that
the remaining second level would be
rather small. With three children,
all younger than eight, in a room of
260 square feet, it’s a miracle that
things have worked out so far. Konishi
and Gaffney admit that as the kids
age they can’t all stay piled in one
bedroom forever. The plan is to split

the room into two at some point.
Though three kids bouncing around
one room may seem like a stressful
situation for any parent, it’s actually
far more sedate than the couple’s orig-
inal idea. “The initial plan,” Gaffney
says, “was that the whole family
would be piled in there with the other
‘master’ bedroom as the guest room.”
A tightly knit family, indeed.lil

|
|
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Wilkin and Pini hired
Longma Joinery to build
custom cedar windows

and doors for their
270-square-foot addition
(this page and opposite).
The delicate wooden
dowels, used both on
the exterior facade

and the mezzanine level
balustrade, are nods

to the bamboo fences
traditionally found

in tea gardens.

Inspired by tansu chests Perhaps it’s the temperate breeze rustling the gum
and raw mat erials that sh ow trees ?r .the charming older homes, })ut time seems
X languid in Annandale, one of Sydney’s oldest suburbs.
atina, a pair of Sydney- Modest workers’ housing from the early 20th cen-
p ,ap ¥
. tury nestle chummily together along streets scented
based architects renovated with fragrant frangipani blooms. Dating from the
their own home—slowly. early 1900s,Annandale cottages are known for their

Victorian and Federation-era embellishments. But
the one architects John Wilkin and Susanne Pini pur-
chased in 2000 was botched by a heavy-handed 1970s
renovation that stripped away its historic features,

Story by Mimi Zeigex so the couple opted to treat the building like a blank
’ slate. By keeping the existing shell intact while draw-

Project: Almost House . . i o4 e

Aschitécts: Siisanne Pini and John Wilkin ing from building traditions of the Far East, Wilkin

Location: Annandale, Australia and Pini added their own take on ornamentation. I
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Wilkin and Pini (above
left), together with
their children Ava and
Tom, sit at a dining
table made from black
heart sassafras, an
Australian wood. The
kitchen (above right)

is built from hoop pine
plywood, including the
countertops and front
of the refrigerator.

The leather drawer pulls
will patina over time.
The addition’s most eye-
catching feature is the
steel staircase (oppo-
site) with recycled
blackbutt wood treads.
The bottom steps double
as benches to supplement
the six Arne Jacobsen
Series 7 dining chairs
for Fritz Hansen and a
Nomos table base by Sir
Norman Foster for Tecno.

116 September 2011

As both work at fast-paced architectural firms for
demanding clients, Wilkin and Pini cherish the slow
pace of life and the sense of community the neigh-
borhood affords.They spent five years transforming
their long and narrow “semi”—Australian parlance
for a single building split in two by a party wall —
into a 1,200-square-foot Japanese-inspired retreat.
“Our process was organic and evolving—we didn’t
have a timeframe we were hell-bent on,” recalls
Pini. “It was always much more important to get it
right rather than just get it done. One of the luxu-
ries of doing your own home is that you don’t have
to approach things in an orderly programmed way,
with everything thought out, priced, and reasoned.”

Little by little, room by room, the couple installed
wooden cabinetry hand-built by Wilkin and a hired
carpenter.The designers studied Japanese architec-
ture while at university, and Pini once worked for
a company that imported antique Japanese furniture,
so the pair not only felt drawn to Eastern aesthetics
(particularly Japanese design’s “compactness and
lightness,” says Pini) but also to a slow, cumulative
approach to renovation and woodworking. “Mick
[the carpenter] would just come along on weekends
when he was available, to work with John on what-
ever piece we had decided to do,” she explains. “There
were often no drawings. We made sketches that
matched the job to their skill level. Whatever work
could be completed in two days was completed,
and we left the rest to the next available weekend.”

For their young children, Tom and Ava, Wilkin
and Pini designed two 116-square-foot bedrooms

to resemble tansu chests, installing interlocking
puzzles of built-in storage, clever shelving,and
secret compartments. Crafted out of hoop pine ply-
wood, the cabinetry makes use of every inch of
the limited space. In Tom’s room,a new bay window
faces onto the road. It doubles as a guest bed and

a window seat with hidden storage space inside.
Tom loves to scramble in and out of the window,
as if playing in a tree house.

Wood is used extensively throughout the home,
but despite the exquisite craftsmanship, it is never
treated as precious.The bathroom and kitchen are
clad entirely in plywood, from the cabinets and coun-
tertops to the edging around the bathtub and the
front of the refrigerator. (All surfaces are sealed with
water-based varnish.) The architects deliberately
chose natural materials like wood and leather for
their warm tones and texture, in spite of the fact
that in wet, high-traffic areas the surfaces would
quickly wear and darken. For Pini, weathering is
a welcome part of the home’s design, a chance for
the passing of time to be expressed. It’s a case
study in wabi-sabi, the Japanese aesthetic precept
in which beauty is beheld in the incomplete and
unrefined. “We knew the limitations of plywood,
but we like that it ages and stains,” she explains.
“The wood becomes sumptuous and gains character
with use.” According to Wilkin, the couple’s use
of large, uncut plywood sheets is also a reference
to traditional Japanese residential architecture,
where the proportions of the rooms are based on
a module the size of a tatami mat.

Dwell

Photos by Hugh Stewart (portraits), Mikkel Vang (living area)
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Almost House
Floor Plans

Studio

Master Bedroom
Pool

Living Area
Dining
Kitchen
Bathroom
Bedrooms

Entry
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The steel-and-wood
stairs lead to the
master bedroom and
study (top left).
Like many traditional
Japanese bathrooms,
Wilkin and Pini’s
(top right) is clad
almost entirely

in wood.
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Wilkin and Pini chose cedar—lightweight, durable
and relatively inexpensive—for the window frames.
Built-in display ledges hide and showcase the family’s
extensive collections of design, craft,and objets d’art.
“We’ve been together for twenty years and have gath-
ered lots of interesting, beautiful stuff,” says Pini.
“So while renovating, we made sure to include stor-
age, shelves, and window ledges that could double
as display cases.” Rubber stamps sit on a sill in the
bathroom. Italian soda bottles glow red in the kitchen.
And in Tom’s bedroom, action figures stand at the
ready, expertly lined up. “In small houses, you can’t
have everything out at the same time,” Pini ack-
nowledges. “Our collections are continually reorches-
trated as the mood strikes.”

Pieces of the family’s collection work into the
architecture in surprising ways. Slipped through
a leather loop, an African cane from the 1930s
becomes the bathroom door handle.The door slides
open on wooden tracks built without traditional
hardware and inspired by “the idea of shoji screens,”
says Wilkin. “Because the door stays open most
of the time and the walls don’t come all the way
to the ceiling, we were able to break up the length
of the corridor and bring in more light,” he adds.
Wwilkin and Pini increased the size of their cottage
with a 270-square-foot addition at the rear of the
original structure. A larger-scale riff on refined Jap-
anese cabinetry, the double-height space accommo-
dates the dining and living rooms as well as I

Dwell

Photos by Hugh Stewart (stairs, portrait), Mikkel Vang (bath)
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Tom’s compact bedroom
feels much larger
thanks to interlocking
shelves and storage.
The plywood bed and
surrounding shelving
were custom-built by
Wilkin and a hired
carpenter.
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a mezzanine-level master bedroom and study.

In contrast to the rich textures of cedar and plywood
used elsewhere, here, white plaster walls arch into

a sloped ceiling. A steel-and-timber staircase seems
to hover mid-air, dividing the living and dining
areas. However spectral it seems, ultimately it is
practical: The bottom steps serve as built-in seating
for the large dining room table and slide to reveal
storage space inside.

Tucked upstairs under the peaked roof, the master
bedroom and study are a private escape.The balus-
trade is composed of various-size wooden dowels,
anod to the lightweight bamboo fences found in tea
gardens. At certain moments in the day they cast
reedy shadows against the living room walls.

Even in the new space, the passing of time
is considered. “Our bedroom sits under the crown
of a eucalyptus tree and the window frames views
of the canopies surrounding the house,” notes
Pini. “Shards of sunlight and shadow track the form
of the room in the morning glow, each morning
slightly different between the seasons.” The archi-
tects call their home the “Almost House” because
it’s in a continuous state of “almost finished.” There
is always one more little detail to design. Yet they’re
in no rush to call the place complete. Says Wilkin:
“The house evolves as we do.The mind never stops,
so the project keeps going.” Il

Dwell
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DESIGN FINDER MJOLK

Got Mjolk?

This Canadian duo searches
out top Scandinavian and
Japanese designs and brings
their best finds back to this
Toronto shop.

SRR

Juli Daoust and John Baker broke
the cardinal rule of retail when they
opened Mjélk in 2009. “You're sup-
posed to pick a name people can
pronounce,” Daoust says. Instead,
the couple chose a moniker that pays
homage to Nordic traditions and
describes both the Scandinavian and
Japanese design aesthetics the shop
specializes in.

Pronounced “mi-yelk,” mj6lk means
“milk” in Swedish. “Sweden’s Arla
milk packaging has won a number
of awards, and its design really stuck
with us,” Baker says. “The words that
characterize milk are the same ones

that describe the two regions’ design
aesthetics: pure, simple, sensual.” The
store echoes those sensibilities with
its crisp interiors and carefully curated
items by artists that Daoust and Baker
met on scouting trips to Japan and
Sweden and its neighbors. Though

it may seem a stretch at first, the items
from abroad feel perfectly natural in
the Toronto shop. “The climates and
experiences in Japan and especially
in Scandinavia are so similar to ours

in Canada,” Daoust says. “It's easy for
us to connect with them.” So while the
name may be foreign, Mjélk’s wares
feel right at home.

Story by Miyoko Ohtake
Photos by Christopher Wahl
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Daoust and Baker sit among a Siwa tote
bag by Naoto Fukasawa, Cutter benches
and shelves by Niels Hvass, and Dots

wall hooks by Tveit & Tornge for Muuto.

Watch our slideshow of
favorite Mjolk finds at
dwell.com/magazine

Dwell




1

architecture for humanity

|4

;l

I‘

q

Building a more sustainable future using the power of design.
Through a global network of building professionals, Architecture for Humanity
brings design, construction and development services to communities in need.

R

Photo Courtesl/ @iﬂa Tapper

Donate at:

architectureforhumanity.org

; / j§'~'
Design Fellow
- Greg Elsner 4 ‘
Y v Mahlgémtvater Court =

Design is the ultimate renewable resource.



124 September 2011

DESIGN FINDER MJOLK

What inspired you to open

the shop?
Daoust: We're not painters, we're not
makers. We're people who are creative
in other ways, like being able to curate
a shop. Plus, it's in John's blood.
Baker: My grandpa had a hardware
store and a camera store. My dad man-
ages a car dealership.
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You opened in 2009 during tight

economic times.
Baker: There's always a second com-
ing of modern design in response to
a recession: Alvar Aalto bent wood
because steel became too expensive.
littala simplified its designs because it
was too costly to be ornate. We knew

people were either going to buy
the cheapest things possible or start
looking at disposable products as
unsustainable and begin investing
in products for the long run.

What drew you to Toronto's

Junction neighborhood?
Baker: Downtown became so expen-
sive, and that pushed people either
east or west. In the past five years, this
area has really become a destination.
Alot of young, independent busi-
nesses have popped up, starting with
reclamation stores Smash and Post
and Beam. There's also Crema Coffee
Co., Pandemonium Books & Discs,
Junction Fromagerie (a Quebecois
cheese shop), and Bunner's gluten-
free vegan bakery, to name a few.

How do you select an item to sell?
Daoust: I'll be making something or
getting dressed and wish | had a bet-
ter can opener or a better shoehorn.
Then, | try to find the best one there is.
Everything we put in the store is some-
thing we would want in our house.

It all ends up upstairs in our apartment
at some point.

How do you grapple with the
common perception that foreign
design costs more?
Daoust: We made our shop look
too slick; everyone thinks everything
is really expensive...
Baker: But we recently counted all
the things in the store under $100
and there are hundreds. It actually
surprised us!

You worked with Christine Ho
Ping Kong and Peter Tan of Studio
Junction on the interior design;
how was that collaboration?
Baker: A lot of our ideas for the
store were things they had already
executed. We wanted a curved wall,
and they had recently created one for

an exhibition at the iconic Gladstone
Hotel; after the show they said, why
don't we use it in the store? Christine
and Peter are master manipulators:

If you're seeing something not quite
right, they’ll help nudge you in the
best way.

Poul Henningsen'’s PH 5 lamp for Louis
Poulsen hangs over the Sandra table by
Thomas Sandell for Asplund and Scandia
chairs by Hans Brattrud for Fjordfiesta (top

left). Studio Note's f,|,0,w,e,r,s ruler features
handpicked, dried flowers in acrylic (bottom
left). Oji Masanori's wooden Kami cups and
mugs are handcrafted in Japan (right). @

Why do you host exhibitions

in the space?
Baker: Everything has a story. By hav-
ing an artist come in during the exhibi-
tion, walk around, and talk to people,
customers know if they buy one of his
pieces, they're supporting this great
designer who can continue to work.
Japanese artist Oji Masanori signed
the backs of plates for people when
he was here. It was amazing.

What's next for the shop?
Baker: We went to Japan twice in
a row to source products and just
got back from Scandinavia—Reykjavik,
Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki.
Norway Says was one of our favorite

design firms; we were so sad when
they split in 2009. But now we get two
new companies—Andreas Engesvik
and Anderssen & Voll—that are both
doing amazing things. We're also rede-
signing our site and finally launching
an online shop. il

Go Find It!

Mjolk

2959 Dundas Street West
Toronto, Ontario
416-551-9853

mjolk.ca

Who: Juli Daoust and John Baker
Specialty: Scandinavian and
Japanese design

Top Seller: Thor Bjerklund
cheese planers

Best Deal: Kauniste tea towels
from Finland

Coolest Find: Studio Note's
f,l,o,w,e,rs ruler from Japan




Partnering with Lindal Cedar Homes,
H m M a d e Turkel Design, and Marmol Radziner
o e' @00 Prefab, Dwell will make the most
of the advantages modern prefab
has to offer in terms of design, cost-
effectiveness, and sustainability.
Experience the newest addition in the

world of modern prefab construction,
the Dwell Homes Collection.

Marmol Radziner Prefab
marmolradzinerprefab.com/skyline.html
or call 310-689-0089

Marmol Radziner Prefab offers the
Skyline Series, six mix-and-match floor
plans that can fit on a range of lot sizes

in multiple configurations. The Skyline
Series simplifies architectural design and
planning, and reduces cost and time.

Marmol Radziner Prefab has streamlined
the home building process to deliver
the beauty and quality of a custom-
built home in half the time of traditional
construction. The firm's prefab homes
are renowned for their intelligent
approach to space, customizable floor
plans, and eco-friendly materials.
Green, modern, and delivered complete.

Lindal Cedar Homes & Turkel Design
lindal.com/dwell or call 1-888-4LINDAL
turkeldesign.com

Turkel Design and Lindal Cedar Homes
have created this new series of efficiently
designed homes that are exuberant,
fresh, and respond to contemporary
dwelling expectations through the intel-
ligent use of shared space, structure,
volume, and light. These homes incorpo-
rate many principles of environmentally
conscious design, such as the use of
natural and sustainable materials, passive
gain and shading, and natural whole-
house ventilation.

The warmth and livability of a modern

Turkel Design Lindal home comes from / }
clean, uncluttered lines and the inspired o ' P .4 CEDAR HOMES
use of natural materials. '




mixture
inspired modern living

Modern furniture and home accessory ~ When you're in San Diego, please

lines from around the world find their
way to mixture. We offer furniture,
accessories, gifts, original art, and
interior design services.

stop by our 8,500-square-foot
showroom in Little Italy.

2210 Kettner Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92101
Toll-free 800-903-1913
mixturehome.com

Shown (clockwise from top left):
Credenza by USM Haller, King
Lamp by Autoban, Mo Bed by E15,
Kaja Sofa Collection by Cor, Bigfoot
Table by e15.

 PERSONALIZED

Fabulous Stationery
Personalized Note Cards,
Invites, and More

GET READY FOR A FABULOUS FALL.
Mod note cards, invites, and social
business cards—over 1,500 designs
to personalize any way you like,

with $5 economy shipping available
anywhere in the U.S. And check out
our $1 Greeting Card Shop, a dollar
a card and a dollar to ship any quan-
tity! Look for us on Facebook.

fabulousstationery.com

Liza Phillips Design

ALTO Steps: handmade, modular
rugs for your stairs. Available

in several colorways, each with
patterns and solids. Arrange them
in any sequence.

GoodWeave Certified.
Shown: Solar Squares.

Tel. 845-252-9955
lizaphillipsdesign.com

Modern Barn Door Hardware

Bartels Doors & Hardware
Toll-free 866-529-5679
sliding-doorhardware.com

The "Original Modern Barn Door
Hardware” introduces the revolu-
tionary Nano Slyder; created with
the most distinguished clients in
mind. Like all Bartels products, Nano
Slyder is proudly manufactured in
Germany and is constructed of solid
stainless-steel; the tailored design
conceals all fixing materials with

the first-of-its kind magnetic plates.
Is your home ready for the future?

Modern Market

ModernCabana.com

Home office, guest house, play
room, yoga studio...whether you
need 100 or 1,000 square feet,
Modern Cabana offers prefabricated
and sustainable space solutions to
fit your lifestyle. At Modern Cabana
we want to live differently, to use
less, and get more.

San Francisco, CA

Tel. 415-206-9330
info@moderncabana.com
moderncabana.com

Schoolhouse
Electric Co.

Manufacturer of residential and com-
mercial period lighting fixtures and
handblown glass shades that do not
hint at style—they are classic originals
that have been out of production
and unavailable for over 50 years.
Retail showrooms in New York City
and Portland, Oregon. Free catalog.

Toll-free 800-630-7113
schoolhouseelectric.com




Loll Designs
Outdoor Furniture for the
Modern Lollygagger™

Now you never have to get up. Loll's
Adirondack, Cabrio, and Racer Lounge
are fitted with bottle openers in totally
convenient locations.

Made in the USA with 100 percent
recycled HDPE. It's good to be

recycled. ™

lolldesigns.com

Robert Teubner

Architect and Planner

Innovative, sustainable, and organic
architecture are the focus of Robert
Teubner's designs. The designs
respect nature and capture the
essence of program requirements.
The architectural solutions are
pragmatic with regards to construc-
tion techniques and economics.

robertteubnerarchitect.com

md-canvas.com

A "modern digital canvas” is the
affordable, strong, and stylish art
solution for any interior. Our cool,
original modern images are printed
with archival inks on rich cotton
canvas. They arrive to your door
fully stretched and ready to hang.
An original painting is expensive
and hard to find; a poster or print
is just a copy...our m-dc canvases
bridge the gap!

Get a big modern canvas and trans-
form your space today. We offer
amazing prices: $199 for a three-foot
size, up to our jumbo, five-foot canvas
for just $379. Free shipping on all
orders. Call us or shop 24/7 on our
secure website.

Toll-free 888-345-0870
md-canvas.com

@) ACADEMYof ART UNIVERSITY"

FOUNDED 14 §

Enroll Now for Fall
2011 Semester!

Academy of Art University offers
accredited AA, BA, BFA, MA, MFA,
and M.Arch degrees, continuing art
education, and pre-college programs
in 18 areas of art and design.

Academy of Art University

79 New Montgomery Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Toll-free 800-544-2787 (U.S. only)
Tel. 415-274-2200
academyart.edu

kal grilles

Modern Grilles for the Modern Home

Your design is a reflection of your
personality and style. We want our
floor and wall grilles to be one

of the many inspiring details that
complete your modern home.

See our gallery and finish options
online!

Discount code: dwell0411

kulgrilles.com
tw: @kulgrilles

The Woods Company

The Woods Company has been
handcrafting FSC reclaimed and
sustainably harvested wood flooring
for over 30 years. Live, work, and
create on floors made to fit your
lifestyle and living space. From
traditional to urban, our floors are
beautiful in any interior design
style—and they are an environmen-
tally responsible choice.

WOODS

COMPANY INC.

FSC reclaimed and responsibly
harvested wood flooring

The Woods Company, preserving the
past, while designing for the future.

Toll-free 888-548-7609
woodfloors@thewoodscompany.com
thewoodscompany.com

dwell.com/modernmarket




RAYDOOR®
Sliding Walls and Doors

Divide the space—keep your light.
Ideal for any living space, Raydoor
systems create private environments
without sacrificing natural light.

Solutions include: sliding (bypassing,
pocket, stacking, rolling), folding,
pivot, and fixed. With a variety

of frames and translucent (or solid)
cores; order custom, in standard
sizes, or through our quick-ship
program.

Tel. 212-421-0641
raydoor.com

Rakks Shelving Systems

Rakks is your source for sophisticated
and flexible shelving solutions. Our
patented L-Bracket system with
aluminum shelves (shown) provides
exceptional design flexibility for a
wide range of video display, storage
and closet applications. Information
on our full line of wall-mounted and
pole-supported shelving products
can be found on our website.

Toll-free 800-826-6006
rakks.com

COITIer

living solut

¢08d

908d

Elegant designs for the bath, living
areas, and home office. Unique
products handmade in the USA.
Exclusive designs are eco-friendly
and will be enjoyed for a lifetime

Visit our website to view our
extensive selection of designs
for better living.

Tel. 336-285-0720
908d.com

-

method homes

method homes
down to earth prefab

Method Homes now offers several
series of homes ranging from 800

to 3000-plus square feet in size. All
models are fully customizable and

adaptable for various sites, owner

needs, and locations.

We are currently taking orders
for Winter 2011 and beyond, so
give us a call to see what we can
do for you.

Tel. 206-789-5553
info@methodhomes.net
methodhomes.net

Love to Cook? Hate Hard Flooring?

Made with shock-absorbing, 100
percent gel cores, GelPro® Mats
are great for people with back or
foot pain or for those who just love
to cook. Now available in more than
600 combinations of styles, colors,
and sizes to fit any home's decor,
including designer sizes as large
as three feet by 12 feet. Call or visit
our website to learn how you can
Stand in Comfort®.

For a limited time, receive 15 per-
cent off designer size mats! Enter
Promo Code DWLL44. Offer expires
8/31/2011.

Toll-free 866-GEL-MATS (435-6287)
gelpro.com

Modern Market

Bauhaus-Style
Dog Sofa

Dogs love this gorgeous sofa that
pays tribute to classic Le Corbusier
seating. Choose vinyl, leather, or
pony-style fabrics that are waterproof,
washable, and removable. Quality
steel frames. Four sizes. From $210.
Made in ltaly and available exclu-
sively at dogbar.com.

Toll-free 866-4-DOGBAR
dogbar.com

Your DNA as Art

DNA 11 creates personalized por-
traits from your DNA. Each portrait
is as unique as you. You choose the
size and color.

Swab-based DNA collection is pain-
less and simple. Very unique gift
idea. Also available: fingerprint and
“kiss" portraits.

Toll-free 866-619-9574
dnal1.com




Rabbit Air—The Most
Effective Air Purifier

Stylish, ultra quiet, wall-mountable
HEPA air purifier offers six stages

of filtration including deodorization
and a customized filter to alleviate
specific sensitivities. Five-year war-
ranty and lifetime 24/7 tech support
included. Unit is wall-mountable and
available in black and white or with
interchangeable faceplate skins
featuring images by celebrated
artists. Save $20 by entering DS11
at checkout.

Toll-free 888-866-8862
rabbitair.com

Stone Forest

Cutting-edge designs for kitchen,
bath, and garden sculpted from natu-
ral materials. Stone, bronze, bamboo,
copper, iron, and hardwoods.

Call for a catalog.

Shown: Wood L-Slab Pedestal with
White Bronze Zen Vessel Sink.

Toll-free 888-682-2987
stoneforest.com/dwell

Campbell Laird Studio
Printed and Signed by Artist

Award-winning artist Campbell Laird
has been recognized by curators
from SFMOMA and LACMA and col-
lectors from NYC to Tokyo. Archival,
limited edition, eco-friendly artworks.
Affordable, too!

For exclusive offers and news, join
my Studio Facebook page.

Piece shown: Gulf Oil Blue Series.
Tel. 310-915 5319

campbelllairdstudio.com
info@campbelllairdstudio.com

Rapson-Inc.
Most Modern Classics Just Sit There.
Ours Rock.

The family of architect Ralph Rapson
is proud to reissue his iconic designs.

Comfortable heirlooms for the
modern nursery, modern lounge,

and modern hearth.

rapson-inc.com

Modernus
Doors + Office

Modernus offers the largest range of
custom door solutions on the market.

Our products offer our customers
flexibility in design and application,
whether you're looking for five or
5,000 doors. Solutions include sliding
doors, pocket doors, closet doors,
traditional swing doors, fixed panels,
and flush doors.

Toll-free 800-755-8940
info@modernus.com
modernus.com

Weego Baby
Stylish Modern Baby

Weego Baby offers stylish modern
baby and kids' custom furniture.
Specializing in locally made custom

pieces created to last for generations.

Come to our Santa Monica location
or shop online at weegobaby.com

Weego Baby

2447 Main St.

Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel. 310-452-7999
weegobaby.com

Please also check out our mother
store at weegohome.com

SYNLawn® Synthetic Lawn and Golf Systems

Take strokes off your game right in
your own backyard. Made to perform
as much like professional courses

as possible, SYNLawn's Golf System
products are tested, analyzed and
developed with research by golf-
guru Dave Pelz and the Pelz Golf
Institute. Offering true-to-life ball

roll, speed, and lie conditions, golf-
ers can improve their skills practicing
within their very own custom golf
complex. Courses are 100 percent
recyclable and low-maintenance.

Call TODAY for a free consultation.

“In golf, short and frequent practice
sessions are better than long and less
frequent ones. Backyard practice is
perfect for this scenario” —Pelz Golf
Institute.

SYNLawn Southern California
Toll-free 866-739-LAWN

dwell.com/modernmarket




Interior Deluxe
Luxury and Contemporary Lighting

We invite you to browse our exclusive
collection of modern and contem-
porary lighting fixtures. Discover

the latest trends from Europe's top
design manufacturers. We offer free
worldwide shipping, trade pricing,
and experienced staff.

Shown: Moo Wall Sconce from
Northern Lighting, designed by
Ove Rogne, Trond Svendgard,
full- scale, wall-mounted moose
head inspired by a Norwegian
icon seen in the forests of Norway.
Made of poly-resin.

Deluxe

Catalog
Available!

Go online or call to order our
brand new catalog. <

Toll-free 866-477-1345
interior-deluxe.com

FSC

CERTIFIED

RECYCLED 100%

TEAK

e
INDO ) TEAK

DESIG

IndoTeak Design
Exclusively FSC Certified 100
percent Recycled Teak.

IndoTeak offers the most exquisite,
premium-quality reclaimed teak
flooring, paneling, siding and deck-
ing. Our unique product offerings
include: 7-inch to 12-inch-wide engi-
neered flooring; Balinese Boatwood
flooring and paneling; 100-300 year
old original rough paneling; large
teak slabs, and more.

Toll-free 800-284-1309
indoteakdesign.com

Modwalls

We are making tile modern with
unique and colorful designs inspired
by modern architecture.

Glass subway tile, mosaics, and
recycled glass tile are our specialties.
Sold online with samples and free
shipping on qualified orders.
Discounts to the trade.

Shown: Lush glass tile, Henry Road
for modwalls Field.

Toll-free 877-439-9734
Canada 831-689-9734
modwalls.com

Drift Studio

Drift Studio offers you ready-to-
assemble, custom-quality furniture.
Choose the form to fit your function.
Start with colors, patterns, and tex-
tures; add doors, bases, or tabletops
to create what you need. Remix and
re-create when your needs change—
the system adapts. Possibilities
begin and end with you.

driftstudio.com

Kalamazoo Outdoor

Gourmet
You won't find better kitchen
equipment. Not even indoors.

Kalamazoo builds outdoor kitchen
equipment. Exclusively. From James
Beard Award-winning chefs to indi-
viduals who simply appreciate the
finer things, those in the know recog-
nize us as the best.

Grills | Pizza Ovens | Refrigeration |
Cabinetry | Cooktops | More

Toll-free 800-868-1699
kalamazoogourmet.com

Modern Market

MODULE R

Customizable Art + Design

The world's first catalog of interactive,
reconfigurable, and modular art and
design. From changeable jewelry to
stackable cookware, customizable art
to expandable toys. Nothing you own
will ever be the same again.

Brooklyn, New York
Toll-free 877-360-3660
module-r.com

KONCEPT

Equo® LED Desk Lamp
Winner of Red Dot Award:
Product Design 2011

Feather-light arm adjusts with just
a touch. Slide your finger along the
stem's touchstrip to control bright-
ness and power. The special neck
joint maintains the head's tilt as the
arm swings up or down.

Tel. 323-261-8999
info@konceptech.com
konceptech.com/equo
facebook.com/konceptech
twitter.com/konceptlights




Mondaine Brand
Affordable Swiss Luxury

The classic design, famous red sec-
ond hand and genuine Swiss quality
have made Mondaine timepieces
uniquely successful the world over.
See our globally recognized portfolio
of wall clocks, desk and alarm clocks,
and precision timepieces, and find

a dealer near you.

Toll-free 800-858-5125
m.gregory@mondaine.ch
mondaine.com

T
L Ly

---------u

TileDrain
By Infinity Drain

Make the drain disappear with
TileDrain. Incorporate tile or solid
surface material for a virtually seam-
less installation. Available in three
sizes and works with any type of
waterproofing. Visit us online for
product specs, authorized dealers,
and image gallery.

Tel. 516-767-6786
infinitydrain.com

give your space,
some peace of mi

goodearthcanvas.com

Give your space some peace of
mind. Our large canvases reflect the
transforming energy of this beautiful
planet. We also have great Buddhist-
and Asian-influenced images.

Stretched on wooden bars, they
arrive in big flat sturdy boxes,
ready to hang. Just $199-$379
with free shipping.

Toll-free 888-245-0971
goodearthcanvas.com

Qs
G Squared Art

"Athing of beauty is a joy forever.”
—John Keats

Light and airy, energy-saving San
Francisco ceiling fan. GOOD DESIGN
Award winner. Whisper quiet, effi-
cient, reliable, and beautifully made.
Available with a light kit. Sloped ceil-
ings up to 30 degrees OK. Lifetime
warranty. Buy great fans and light-
ing on our website, or call Monday
through Friday from 7a.m. to 5p.m.
PST.

Toll-free 877-858-5333
www.g2art.com

noodDesign.com
New Objects of Desire,
Modern Furniture, and Designs

Wherever you call home, we've

got what you desire—distinctive
furnishings and design accents

that are accessible and affordable.
Take $25 off your $99-plus order
(coupon DW25911, expires 9/30/11,
valid online only).

Shown: Swizzle Convertible Sofa,
Bed, Chaise. Limited online offer:
$999 plus free shipping.

Toll-free 877-324-9906
nooddesign.com

Your Photos as
Canvas Art

Print your photos on canvas with style
with CanvasPop. From virtually any
source, any resolution or size, and
customized to match your personal
style, your most treasured photos
and digital images become stunning
custom art.

Get free shipping with the promo
code: DwellShip.

Toll-free 866-619-9574
canvaspop.com

The Art of Fire

There is no question that Napoleon®
offers the largest collection of fire-
places and outdoor living products—
all designed for quality and beauty.
Fireplace styles are available for any
room whether traditional or contem-
porary and for indoor and outdoor
living spaces. Napoleon® products
are not just about performance.

They are an expression of art and style.

QUALITY FIREPLACES

See for yourself by visiting the
Fireplace Design Studio at
napoleonfireplaces.com/FDS and
make the fireplace design process
fun and easy.

Napoleon Quality Fireplaces
Toll-free 800-461-5581
napoleonfireplaces.com

dwell.com/modernmarket




WETSTYLE

The Purest Form of Luxury

Simple Living,
Cube Style

Wetstyle brings design and comfort
to your bathroom. With bathtubs,
lavatories and furniture; Wetstyle of-
fers a complete product line for your
designer bathrooms. All Wetstyle
products are handmade in Canada.

Yube furniture fits right into your
home or office, whatever your space.
New eco-materials combined with
great design brings you durability
with personality at an amazing value.
Customize, accessorize; build just

the Yub t.
R Shown: Floating sink with the C

collection mirror and M collection

Free shipping over $100.
' ek freestanding vanity.

Code DWYO01

Toll-free 888-536-9001
wetstyle.ca

Toll-free 800-474-6615
yubecube.com/dwell

Modern Outdoor

Enhance your exterior space

Designed utilizing environmentally
conscious materials—anodized alu-
minum, stainless steel, high-density
polyboard, sustainably harvested

ipe, and an FSC-certified composite
material. Modern Outdoor is created
for both commercial and residential
applications. Manufactured in the U.S.
with shorter lead times than most.

Featured: Etra Club chair, bench,
and table.

Tel. 818-785-0171
modernoutdoor.com

Queen size Pavilion ultra suede platform bed
§2099, Now $1099. King $2699, Now $1399.

charlesprogers.com/
bedsdirect

Beds of unique style, quality materi-
als, and superior craftsmanship now
available direct from our factory.
Complete collection and sale prices
online. Showrooms open to public.
Web/phone orders welcome.

We ship anywhere.

55 West 17th Street

New York, New York 10011
Toll-free 866-818-6702
charlesprogers.com

FRESH COMFORT NOW ON TAP

THE BEER COZY JUTE

Sanuk Beer Cozy Sandals

With their finely crafted style and Sanuk
robust accents, these Sanuks serve Tel. 949-794-8850
up nothing but freshly brewed sanuk.com

comfort. Please enjoy irresponsibly.
Smile... Pass it On!

ROB ROY Glass
Sliding door hardware

High-quality hardware systems for
any panel you wish to slide. Allows
spaces to seamlessly flow together.
Perfect for residential and commer-
cial installations. Great flexibility and
custom options to fit your unique
environment. International shipping
available.

Krown Lab
Tel. 503-292-6998
krownlab.com

ul

Beauty + Function

Born where magnificent beauty
meets function, W2's handcrafted
products are modern and stylish
pieces of art elevating ordinary into
extraordinary. The unique collection
is made of high-quality, distinctive
materials with clean and uncluttered
architectural details. Many styles
and sizes are available, or we can
create a custom product to reflect
your vision and personality.

Toll-free 800-799-8185
w2designbuild.com
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Tap the App Store, search for Dwell, download
and register through PixelMags, and enjoy!

Buy an annual subscription or just a single issue:
Dwell's Digital Editions are always at hand.

Always at your
fingertips.

Dwell Digital Editions
for iPhone / iPod / iPad

Available on the
D App Store
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52 My House

Jeff Sherman,

Delson or Sherman Architects
delsonsherman.com
Bamboo curtains

from Callaloo Company
anythingbamboo.com
Cedar closet lining

used as ceiling cladding
from Home Depot
homedepot.com
Corrugated plastic panels
from Lowe's

lowes.com

Bamboo plywood

for downstairs floors

by Smith & Fong Plyboo
plyboo.com

Copper flashing

from Basic Copper
basiccopper.com

Lexan bulletproof front doors
built by Stephen Reinert,
Polygon Projects
718-852-4466

Case Study Day Bed

and Cigar pendant

by George Nelson

for Modernica
modernica.net

LCM chair

by Charles and Ray Eames
for Vitra

dwr.com

Kuba rug

by Kea Carpets and Kilims
keacarpetsandkilims.com
Sheesham coffee table
from Journey Home
journeydumbo.com
Painting over mantel

by Joyce Kim
joycekim.org

Marina floor lamp

by Rico Espinet

for Rico

shoprico.com

60 Dwell Reports

Trundle Desk by Eric Pfeiffer
for Offi & Company

offi.com

Stash Desk by Blu Dot
bludot.com

StudioDesk XL

by Dominic Symons

for Bluelounge
bluelounge.com

Enchord Desk

by Sam Hecht and Kim Colin
for Herman Miller

dwr.com

Parsons Desk by West Elm
westelm.com

Tanis Desk by Pierre Paulin
for Ligne Roset
ligne-roset-usa.com

Sourcing

64 Off the Grid
Faro Architecten
faro.nl

donQi

dongi.eu

72 Process
Marimekko
marimekko.com

The Marimekko Shop
at Crate and Barrel
crateandbarrel.com

79 Inspired by Japan
The Japanese House:
Architecture and Interiors
by Alexandra Black and
Noboru Murata (Tuttle, 2000)
Building the Japanese
House Today

by Len Brackett

and Peggy Landers Rao
(Abrams, 2005)
Benchmark Furniture
benchmarkfurniture.com
Joint Table

by Tomoko Azumi

for Rocket Gallery
rocketgallery.com

Shiba cookware

by Naoto Fukasawa

for Alessi

alessi.com

Patan chair

by Tomoko Azumi

for Zilio A&C

zilioaldo.it

Bamboo Steel Chair

by Nendo for Yii
yiidesign.com

Moon chair

by Tokujin Yoshioka

for Moroso

moroso.it

Yumi Lamp

by Shigeru Ban

for Fontana Arte
fontanaarte.it

Sam Hecht,

Industrial Facility
industrialfacility.co.uk
Retail Facility
retailfacility.co.uk

Toyo lto

toyo-ito.co.jp

Shigeru Ban
shigerubanarchitects.com
Fumihiko Maki
maki-and-associates.co.jp
Tadao Ando
tadao-ando.com
SANAA

sanaa.co.jp

Kengo Kuma
kkaa.co.jp

Kenzo Tange
ktaweb.com

Jun Aoki
aokijun.com

Kisho Kurokawa
kisho.co.jp

Arata Isozaki
isozaki.co.jp

The Noguchi Museum
noguchi.org

Akari Light Sculpture
shop.noguchi.org
Jasper Morrison
jaspermorrison.com

94 The Hidden Fortress
Pursuing Wabi
pursuingwabi.com
Sebastian Mariscal Studio
sebastianmariscal.com
Mah Jong sofa

by Hans Hopfer

for Roche Bobois
rochebobois.com

LC4 chaise

by Le Corbusier and
Charlotte Perriand

for Cassina
cassinausa.com

Twiggy Floor Lamp

by Marc Sadler

for Foscarini

foscarini.com

Womb chair

by Eero Saarinen for Knoll
knoll.com

Embody chair by Bill Stumpf
and Jeff Weber; Leaf light
by Fuse Project; LCW chair
by Charles and Ray Eames
for Herman Miller
hermanmiller.com

LEM Piston Stool

by Shin and Tomoko Azumi
for La Palma

lapalma.it

IMO fixtures

by Sieger Design

for Dornbracht
dornbracht.com
Integrated Refrigeration
by Sub Zero
subzero-wolf.com

106 A Piece of Home

Konishi Gaffney Architects Ltd.
konishigaffney.com

Design Review

by pushpullbar
pushpullbar.com

Tall Engineers
tallengineers.com

Dwell® (ISSN 1530-5309), Volume XI, Numbe
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,is published monthly, except

Tatami room mats

by Futon Company
futoncompany.co.uk

Mat covers

by Makiko Konishi
konishigaffney.com

Kitchen barstools

by John Lewis
johnlewis.com

Cove 1 wood-burning stove
by Charnwood
charnwood.com

Butterfly stool

by Sori Yanagi

for Vitra

vitra.com

PS Maskros pendant,

bunk beds, kitchen cabinets,
cube stools, and living room
lamps from lkea

ikea.com

Coffee table

by Habitat

habitat.co.uk

Back-to-wall water closet and
washbasin by Jasper Morrison
for Ideal Standard
ideal-standard.co.uk

Sliding doors

by Timber Tech Scotland
timbertechscotland.co.uk
Aluminum-framed

corner window

by Natralight
natralight.co.uk

Underfloor heating

by Nu-Heat

nu-heat.co.uk

Lead dormers

by D. Blake & Co.
dblake.co.uk

Aluminum cladding

from MSP Scotland
mspcladding.co.uk

Ground work and drainage
by Hall Mossman,
Greenscape Grounds
Maintenance
greenscape-grounds-
maintenance.co.uk

114 Almost Perfect
Architecture and interior
design by John Wilkin of
Candalepas Associates and
Susanne Pini of Rice Daubney
candalepas.com.au
ricedaubney.com.au

Custom windows and doors
by Longma Joinery
longmajoinery.com

Sofas by Schamburg + Alvisse
safurniture.com.au

Bertoia Chair

by Harry Bertoia

for Knoll

knoll.com

Series 7 dining chair
by Arne Jacobsen
for Fritz Hansen
fritzhansen.com

Boz bathroom

and kitchen taps

by Meco
meco.com.au

Nuda 860 sink basin
by Parisi
parisi.com.au

122 Design Finder
Mijslk

mjolk.ca

Siwa tote bag

by Naoto Fukasawa
naotofukasawa.com
Cutter benches and shelves
by Niels Hvass
strand-hvass.com

Dots by Tveit & Tornge
for Muuto

muuto.com

Sandra table

by Thomas Sandell

for Asplund
asplund.org

PH 5 by Poul Henningsen
for Louis Poulsen
louispoulsen.com
Duck and ducklings

by Hans Bglling

from Architectmade
architectmade.com
Kubus candleholder

by Mogens Lassen
bylassen.com

Scandia chairs

by Hans Brattrud

from Fjordfiesta
fiordfiesta.no

Krummi bird hanger by
Ingibjérg Hanna Bjarnadottir
for Birkiland
birkiland.com

Kami cups and mugs
by Oji Masanori

o-ji.jp

f,l,o,w,e,rs ruler

by Studio Note
studio-note.com

136 Finishing Touch
Tatsuro Kiuchi
tatsurokiuchi.com

for 10 issues. To order a subscription to Dwell or to inquire about an existing
subscription, please write to: Dwell Magazine Customer Service, PO Box
5100, Harlan, 1A 51593-0600, or call 877-939-3553. Periodicals Postage Paid
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tions Mail Agreement #40612608. Return undeliverable Canadian addresses
to: Bleuchip Intl, PO Box 25542, London, ON N6C 6B2. POSTMASTER:
Please send address changes to Dwell, PO Box 5100, Harlan, IA 51593-0600.




Apple
apple.com

Artemide
877-ART-9111
artemide.us

BDI
bdiusa.com

Big Ass Fans
877-326-5460
bigassfans.com/dwell

Blu Dot
612-782-1844
bludot.com

Blu Homes
617-275-2333
bluhomes.com/dwell

Blurb
blurb.com

BMW i
bmw-i-usa.com

BoConcept
boconcept.com

Bosch
bosch-home.com

Caesarstone
Quartz Surfaces
877-978-2789
caesarstoneus.com

Carnegie
800-727-6770
carnegiefabrics.com

Castor and Pollux
Natural Petworks

castorpolluxpet.com

Chrysler
chrysler.com

Corning Gorilla Glass
corninggorillaglass.com

Domitalia

941-475-8202
domitaliausa.com

Contact Our
Advertisers

Hive
866-MOD-HIVE
hivemodern.com

IRobot
800-727-9077
irobot.com

James Hardie
866-4-HARDIE
jameshardie.com

Kohler
800-4-KOHLER
kohler.com

Ligne Roset
800-BY-ROSET
ligne-roset-usa.com

Lumens
877-445-4486
lumens.com

Maharam
800-645-3943

maharam.com

Marvin

Windows and Doors

800-268-7644
marvin.com

The Modern Fan Co.

888-588-3267
modernfan.com

Paloform
paloform.com

Pedini
800-404-0004
pediniusa.com

Poliform
888-POLIFORM
poliformusa.com

Regions Bank
800-REGIONS
800-734-4667
regions.com

Rimadesio
rimadesio.it

Room & Board
800-486-6554

roomandboard.com

Sprint
800-SPRINT-1
800-777-4681
sprint.com

Suzanne Felsen
323-653-5400
suzannefelsen.com

Toto USA, Inc
totousa.com

Western
Window Systems
877-268-1300

westernwindowsystems.com

Woolly Pocket
woollypocket.com

YLiving
800-236-9100
yliving.com

When contacting our advertisers,
please be sure to mention that you

saw their ads in Dwell.

There’s no
W’jfdb@ it

Caesarstone,
Only by Caesarstone.

www.originalquartz.com



FINISHING TOUCH

Tatsuro Kiuchi finds beauty
in the banal, even in a fleeting
look at his homeland through
a window of a bullet train.

Story by Jordan Kushins Truck Yaro, a Japanese film from 1975, It's still common to see the rigs transporting

lllustration by Tatsuro Kiuchi inspired real-life long-haulers to decorate seafood through rice paddies across the
their vehicles in the same “gorgeous, some- country, and for artist Tatsuro Kiuchi, this
times tacky,” Kabuki-meets-Las-Vegas style. view embodies the essence of Japan. |l
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