Amazing renovations
in Sao Paulo, Montreal,
and Los Angeles

At ‘.Hmm in the Modern World
i

A Fresh Start

<
ARG E TE  TATR TR R,

Seigaaaaes £

?? | ;_;_; -

Y_ The Late - Tile

s L

February 2015

$7.50

Areco igured_. g », | | 't . 1V eXiCO City

02> :apar_t 1 s ™
b £ N\ Dgsign stars: =
pics inside! 5 i } nd Arqultecto QR ,v'f



Hold on to the goodness.




[=

The science of freshness meets
the art of concealment

in the all-new line of Sub-Zero
integrated refrigeration. Now
with Sub-Zero’s most advanced
food preservation technology
and offered in a greater range
of sizes than ever, integrated
refrigeration merges seamlessly
into the décor of any room.

subzero.com




Optional solar panels
to reduce your
energy bills

Outlets in the Lights you can
garage for your control from
electric car your iPhone
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ch24 wishbone chair, 1949 by hans wegner - made in denmark by carl hansen & son






Obptions shown. *2015 R X vs. 2014 competitors based on Luxury Midsize SUVs. Based on Manufacturers’ websites. ©2014 Lexus.

IT'S LIKE FINDING OUT THAT
CREME BRULEE IS GOOD FOR YOU.

LEXUS RX 350. With most things, where there's an upside, there's a downside. The Lexus
RXis the exception to the rule. It boasts stylish lines, a richly appointed interior and responsive
performance. But that's not to say that it was only designed to indulge. It also helps to protect
with 46 standard safety features including a class-leading 10 standard airbags* Finally, your heart
and your head can be in complete agreement,

CLASS-LEADING 10 STANDARD AIRBAGS*
BACKUP CAMERA

AVAILABLE HEADS-UP DISPLAY
AVAILABLE ALL-WEATHER DRIVE

lexus.com | #LexusRX
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Jardins Party
= i : In S3o Paulo, SAO Arquitetura over-
hauls a neglected apartment to create
a calm, sun-filled retreat, complete
with a lush terrace.
TEXT BY
Robert Landon
PHOTOS BY
Brian W. Ferry

ynd and Bacl

When renovating his midcentury

A. Quincy Jones house, architect
Bruce Norelius retains the structure’s
original sensibility while adding
smart 21st-century touches.

TEXT BY

Fred A. Bernstein

PHOTOS BY
Jake Stangel

Beyon

86 Hitting the Plateau
EM Architecture transforms a
rundown flat in Montreal into
a Scandinavian-inspired haven.
TEXT BY

- Rose Maura Lorre . L4
PHOTOS BY
Michael Graydon + Nikole Herriott

“In Montreal, they clutter things and you’re like, Why?
Just paint it white.” —Erik Rydingsvard, resident

On the Cover: The dining room This page: In this Montreal
in this Sao Paulo flat opens onto kitchen, the owner chose teak

a leafy terrace that provide res- cabinets and Douglas fir flooring
&gy pite from the busy city, pg. 70. for a Scandinavian feel, pg. 86.
3 i Photo by Brian W. Ferry Photo by Michael Graydon +
13

Nikole Herriott
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PHOTOS BY PAUL RIVERA (ROJKIND ARQUITECTOS),
GILBERT MCCARRAGHER (ST. MORITZ CHURCH)

Mexico City’s Rojkind
Arquitectos designed this
playful building for Nestlé in
in Querétaro, Mexico. Sheathed
in reflective glass, the struc-
ture is composed of simple
volumes with intersecting
domes carved into the facade
and highlighted in orange.
To read more about this
immensely creative firm,
turn to page 30.
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11 Editor’s Note
16 Feedback

23 Modern World

Our annual renovation issue tackles
projects big and small, including a
shed turned guesthouse in upstate
New York. We explore the work of
Rojkind Arquitectos, the boundary-
pushing firm at the forefront of
Mexico’s contemporary architecture
scene. Peruse our renovation materi-
als roundup for inspiration in your
next project, and don’t miss the pro-
file on Odile Decq, the multi-talented
French architect who designs at
every scale, from trays to yachts.

46 My House

Alterstudio’s Architecture’s geomet-
ric addition to a 1920s bungalow in
Austin, Texas allows a young family

to craft their ideal home.
TEXT BY

Dan Oko

PHOTOS BY

Casey Dunn

56 Concepts

Today'’s spiritual structures—including
synagogues, churches, and mosques—
celebrate centuries-old faith with

thought-provoking modern design.
TEXT BY
Kelly Vencill-Sanchez

64 Backstory
An artfully arranged open-plan home
by a renowned Japanese architecture

duo attracts humans and fauna alike.
TEXT BY

Winifred A. Bird

PHOTOS BY

Kenichi Suzuki

102 Sourcing
Saw it? Want it? Need it? Buy it.

104 Finishing Touch
In Seattle, an architect transforms
his dreary attic into a liveable light-

filled suite for his family.
TEXT BY
William Lamb

Get a full year of Dwell at
dwell.com/subscribe. Didn’t catch
last month'’s issue? See select
stories at dwell.com/magazine
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Your two most crucial allies during any renovation—
other than your contractor and your therapist—are
patience and flexibility. There’s no getting around it.
Things are going to go wrong. There will be unexpected
costs and delays. The process will be uncomfortable,
frustrating and, in many cases, terrifying.

In this issue we explore these notions expressed
through modern homes from Sao Paulo, Austin, and
Odawara, to Montreal, Los Angeles, and New York. For
each, we present the dreaded “before” picture alongside
the victorious final result, paying special consideration
to the challenges and surprises along the way.

First up is an outstanding reboot for an ailing
outbuilding in upstate New York (page 36). In 2009
residents Alan Orenbuch and Bryan O'Rourke pur-
chased a property with two existing structures by
Harvard Five architect John M. Johansen, and they
turned one, a dilapidated and cluttered shed, into a
light-filled retreat for guests. With clever space-saving
solutions and a lovely collection of midcentury
modern furnishings and artworks, the couple coaxed
a neglected space into something architecturally
respectful, yet wholly new—the goal of any worthy
renovation project.

Next we visit Austin residents Sam Shah and Anne
Suttles, who chose Alterstudio to conceive a cypress-
clad addition to their 1920s bungalow (page 46). The
result is a neat volume that provides more space for
a growing family, realized through the architects’
material expertise.

In Japan, there are many reasons to be delighted by
the Geo Metria House by architects Masahiro and Mao
Harada: the way the building is so thoughtfully sited
on the rolling land, the use of raw industrial materials
left to age gracefully, the potential for a monkey to
turn up in the kitchen (page 64). Speaking of unex-
pected moments, don’t miss our profile of the inventive
Mexico City-based firm Rojkind Arquitectos (page 28).
We are intrigued by their bombastic creations, as
well as the way they work with public and private
clients to transform entire neighborhoods in Mexico
City. Projects like the Cineteca Nacional and the
Nestlé chocolate museum reflect their powers of

editor’s letter

persuasion—as with many of their projects, the
architects pushed their clients beyond the narrow
confines of the original brief to give something back
to the surrounding area, helping to make up for gaps
in the region’s stalled city planning efforts.

Patience is rewarded handsomely in Sdo Paulo,
where after a five-year search, a financial manager saw
potential in a dark, 1970s-vintage apartment (page 70).
By installing board-formed concrete, warm woods,
and a neutral palette, alongside a dreamlike rooftop
terrace, SAO Arquitetura carved out a lush refuge in the
heart of one of the world’s busiest cities.

Maria Rosa Di loia’s project in Montreal is extraordi-
nary in the way she and the architect, Emilie Bédard,
nudged a fairly small Montreal row house into a
bright, open program (page 86). The design team
understood what to leave alone (the brick) and what
to add (a rooftop pavilion with a custom sauna). The
elegant Scandinavian design sensibilities reinterpreted
inside this Canadian townhouse is proof that
cross-cultural pollination, when done well, is powerful.

Courage in design is crucial. Take Bruce Norelius,
the Los Angeles architect who renovated an A. Quincy
Jones house in Brentwood (page 78). Norelius and his
partner understood that part of their duty was to
restore and preserve elements that had been plastered
and painted over. In the end they treated the archi-
tect’s original intent with reverence but added key
elements to make it modern and livable.

Not everything in the issue centers on renovation.
We take a look at houses of worship all over the world,
examining the architects’ unique considerations and
the heightened sensitivity required to create spiritual
spaces (page 56). “Every zero point of a project is dif-
ferent,” says Emre Arolat, who designed a mosque
outside Istanbul that bears little resemblance to the
ornate Moorish architecture one expects. “You have
to put all considerations together before you start
designing: talk, study, analyze.”

We present quick discussions with fascinating peo-
ple practicing in the design world today, starting with
Andrew Dent, who holds a PH.D in materials science
from Cambridge University and maintains an ever-
growing library of innovative substances. He talks
about how processes and treatments like acetylation,
sintering, nanotechnology, and aerogel may play out
in our homes (page 24). Odile Decq, a bold architect
unafraid to reinterpret revered buildings and objects,
shares her thoughts on the creative process (page 44).

The talented people in this issue remind us how
far one can go when one is undaunted by doubt.
Renovation is not for the faint at heart, and true
transformation is never easy. With commitment and
creativity, coupled with a healthy dose of chutzpah,
anything is possible in the modern world.

Amanda Dameron, Editor-in-Chief
amanda@dwell.com
Follow me on Twitter: @AmandaDameron

IX
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A Passion for Design

We are proud to present the Amiata, a luxurious contemporary collection especially
conceived for Victoria + Albert by Italian design house Meneghello Paolelli Associati.
With organic curves, elegant proportions and sophisticated detailing, this freestanding
bath and vessel basin work perfectly in both traditional and modern spaces.

@ Interior Experience the Amiata at IDS in Toronto #AndRelax
Bl January 22-25 2015 (Booth 2018)

www.vandabaths.com
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Feedback

What kind of stain was used on the
masonry of the Darkshadow House
(Modern World, November 2014)?

I wish to stain the masonry around
my swimming pool but don’t know
what to use.

Genevieve Roy

Posted to dwell.com

Editor’s Note: The architect, Paul
Syme, worked with a company called
PermaTint, which uses a water-based
silicate stain that’s absorbed into the
masonry but allows the wall to remain
breathable. “It's environmentally
friendly and quite economical,” Syme
says. The hue was custom mixed for
the project.

permatint.com

In the article on David Frum'’s house
(“The Invisible Plan,” November 2014),
you have a photo of a bedroom on page
123. Would you be able to tell me who
manufactured the ceiling fan? It is
exactly what I have been looking for.
Farrel Levy

Los Angeles, California

Editor’s Note: It's the Altus fan in
Gloss White from the Modern Fan
Company. modernfan.com

I wish we could train unemployed folks
and construction people to create more
inexpensive and sustainable methods

of building, like the rammed-earth
blocks in the Mountain View resi-
dence (Off the Grid, October 2014). It
helps everyone by creating more
affordable housing for the working
poor but also for the homeless, pro-
viding a more skilled and progressive
labor market, and creating jobs. By
using recycled materials, it thereby
lessens landfill.

Anne Wrinn

Posted to Facebook

The Weinstein residence (“The Art of
Compromise,” October 2014) features
beautiful transitional design: the use
of traditional materials in combina-
tion with contemporary architectural
lines, nice. Love the cascading pool
stairs—chic elegance.

Lisa Fara

Posted to Facebook

Being “eucalyptus-lined,” the
Fairhaven Beach House’s biggest
drawback is that it’s subject to
predation by koalas (“Victoria the
Great,” May 2014).

Tin Braveness

Posted to Facebook

Sea Ranch (below) is as close to
heaven as I will ever get (“Back at the
Ranch,” July/August 2014).
Matthew Amman

Posted to Facebook

@dwellmagazine
on Instagram

For afinal glimpse of St. Louis,
we could do worse than
Minoru Yamasaki's midcentury
vaulted-concrete terminal
building at Lambert-St. Louis
International Airport.

St. Louis, Missouri

1,022 likes

Alounge filled with Scandinavian
wares from @theaustereco at
#DODNY.

New York, New York

1,355 likes

La Geode, a reflective geodesic
dome in the Parc de la Villette.
Paris, France

1,431 likes
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_ Stratton Pendant by Tech% Lighting

nd product details at lumens.com/dwell

.@*’ Lu mens Com® Better lighting. Better living.

Offering the web's best selection of modern lighting, fans and home furnishings.
LIGHT + LIVING ) . . - ; '
Find design-driven lighting from over 300 of the world's leading brands.

Expert service, easy returns and free shipping on most items.
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@KalenAnderson: Lazy
Sunday with my November
edition of @dwell.

@LauraMTARX: Thanks,
@dwellondesign and
@dwell, for helping me
with my DODNY CEU
info. Great conference
and products, great
mag, great people.

@TheRanchMine: Had
ablast being docents
today at the first house
to grace the cover of
@dwell magazine, The

House of Earth + Light.
vdwell
F'wit :(11
@laradeam
Lara Deam
founder
@dwellprez

Michela O’Connor Abrams
president

@AmandaDameron
Amanda Dameron
editor-in-chief

@erikaheet
Erika Heet
Los Angeles editor

@kelseykeith

Kelsey Keith
special projects editor
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@keirdixon15: Bought
a lot of furniture from
@dwell over the summer
and I've got to say, their
customer service has
been beyond excellent.

@faithmarkham: Love
someone with whom
you can sit in silence and
read @dwell and be hap-
pier than anyone else in
the world.

@NolLabel_Design:
“@dwell: Iconic designer
Jens Risom’s living room:
bit.ly/1qSEJ7g.” | just
want to go there and
read books.

@sortofsophie: Hooked
on reading @dwell.
Definitely just became
my favorite way to

waste a whole day away.

@wlamb76
William Lamb
senior editor

@DianaBudds
Diana Budds
senior editor

@Allie_Weiss
Allie Weiss
digital editor

@colahandle
Marianne Colahan
digital copywriter

@DwellonDesign
Dwell on Design
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To write about the Geo Metria House
(Backstory, p. 64), Winifred Bird took
a train from Tokyo to the historic
castle city of Odawara, Japan, where
her hosts entertained her with tales
of medieval battles and mischievous
monkeys. Although she was hoping
to glimpse a monkey or two in the
woods behind the house, she settled
for a gorgeous view of Sagami Bay
under a perfectly clear December sky.

A New York-based photographer who
shoots for clients including Condé
Nast Traveler and the Wall Street
Journal Magazine, Brian W. Ferry loves
the perks of Dwell assignments. In
one week, he shared lunch alfresco
with the owners of the Stanfordville,
New York, outbuilding (Modern
World, p. 23) and pizza and wine in
Sao Paulo with the owner and archi-
tect of the Jardins apartment
(“Jardins Party,” p. 70).

Toronto-based photographers Michael
Graydon and Nikole Herriott met
when he came to shoot her for a fea-
ture on Herriott Grace, the online
shop she runs with her father. For
“Hitting the Plateau” (p. 86), they
drove to Montreal to photograph the

home of Erik Rydingsvird and Valerie
Gohier, with whom they really hit it
off. “They even insisted that we stay
for a rooftop dinner and a walk to
their favorite place for ice cream,”
Graydon says.

While living in Rio de Janeiro, Robert
Landon regularly headed to Sio Paulo
for design fixes. However, nothing
prepared him for SAO Arquitectura’s
oasis in the heart of the dense Jardins
neighborhood (“Jardins Party,” p. 70).
Landon’s work has appeared in
Metropolis, Lonely Planet guides, and
many other publications.

At Erik Rydingsvard’s renovated tri-
plex (“Hitting the Plateau,” p. 86),
Rose Maura Lorre became enamored
with the outdoor entertaining space
and a rooftop sauna. “The way they
were executed—especially the sauna
oriented to face Mount Royal—was
fantastic,” she says. Lorre, a Montreal
resident since 2011, has written for
the New York Times and Salon.

In writing “Divine Intervention”
(Concepts, p. 56), Kelly Vencill
Sanchez found herself drawn to the
St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Church in Arkansas.
“Architect Marlon Blackwell’s trans-
formation of a satellite dish into

a dome was inspired,” she says. o
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Save the Date!

America’s Largest
Design Event Returns

May 29-31, 2015
Los Angeles
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Store Trade

Program

Look to the Dwell Store for solutions
to designing your clients’ spaces.

Apply at store.dwell.com/trade-program

and enjoy competitive pricing discounts dwe"

and special buying advantages. \.store™
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Building

Blocks

What do BMW, Logitech, and Nike have
in common? They've all consulted with
Material ConneXion, an international
authority on materials science and engi-
neering. The organization has over 7,000
entries in its library, which is overseen by
Andrew Dent. We asked him about today’s

Andrew Dent, a scientist and the vice president of Library

and Materials Research at Material ConneXion, shares intel
on the advancements impacting residential design.

products that may enter tomorrow’s home.

How does materials research in the
residential market typically occur?
One way is research that is specifically

designed to solve a problem—cleanability,
durability, making things lighter. You tend
to get this from larger corporations who
know it has the potential to be implemented
into their own products, or products they
know will specify this material. The other
way is when individuals try to solve a need.

What materials attributes and proper-

ties are garnering the most research?
One of the biggest concerns is that the
stain-resistant treatments in use haven’t

been that nice. In fashion, there’s been a

push for PFC-free coatings. We haven't
seen that as much in interiors, but I'm
expecting it to happen more because a lot
of the stain-resistant treatments, especially
on soft surfaces, tend to be based on
Teflon or other fluorocarbon chemicals.
This is an example of knowledge cross-
pollinating from other industries.

What materials are finding new appli-
cations in residential design?

Material ConneXion examines and evaluates over 1,000

materials every year. Below are Andrew Dent’s top five

picks for products with new applications in the home.

B

A Gorilla Glass by Corning,
price varies per project
“Using the technology in
smartphone screens, this sur-
face can be used as a touch
screen or as a protective over-
lay,” Dent says. A chemical
process gives it unparalleled
strength for its thickness.
corninggorillaglass.com

B Clarity UltraSEAL by
Nanofilm, $200 for 30 pens
Maintaining that clean, just-
purchased look in products
is often a challenge at home.
“The film can be used as a
fingerprint-resistant coating
for glass, metals, and other
hard surfaces.”
nanofilmusa.com

24

C Slentex by BASF, price
varies per project “The anor-
ganic aerogel-based flexible
insulation panel gives superior
insulating properties com-
pared to standard blown

foam or glass-fiber batting.”
Instead of spray-foam insula-
tion, consider this option.

polyurethanes.basf.de

Aerogels have been around for years but
tended to be found only in the aerospace
field. They are noncombustible glass foams
that give the best possible insulation for
the thinnest amount of material. The acety-
lation process [a chemical process that
improves wood'’s performance] commer-
cialized by a company called Accoya is
something we’ll see more of. People are
starting to use it to create wood structures
that are more durable. A company called
Nanofilm has developed a protective coat-
ing that has potential to act as a stain- and
fingerprint-resistant surface for interior
applications. materialconnexion.como

D Mosaico Digitale, from $12
per square foot “This is a way
to create large-format imagery
for interior spaces that mimic
hotel interiors.” The Italian
company can render virtually
any digital image onto resin
tiles of various sizes.

mosaicodigitale.it

E Dekton by Cosentino,
from $58 per square foot The
material offers a strong alter-
native to natural stone. Its
manufacturing process “gives
the surface virtually zero
porosity, ensuring excellent
scratch resistance, high resis-
tance to stains, and an easy-
clean surface.” dekton.com

FEBRUARY 2015 DWELL
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Technicolor

Dreams

New surface materials present kaleidoscopic

hues and bold options for the color obsessed.

A Infinite Glass: Pattern* by
3Form, $48 per square foot
The gradient in this pressed-
glass product offers privacy
while still allowing light to
shine through. It’s available in
a wealth of customizable colors
and patterns. 3-form.com

B Camou by Ornamenta, $15
per square foot An abstracted
camouflage graphic adorns the
porcelain tile. It’s rectified—
meaning mechanically finished
on all sides—to achieve
uniformity and evenness.
ornamenta.com

C Micene by Moonish, $324
per 36-tile box Made from
formaldehyde-free plywood,
the wall tiles can be configured
in myriad ways. The magnetic
mounting system is a boon for
renters or frequent movers.

moonishco.com

E

D Flexible Architecture by
Philippe Starck for Ceramica
Sant’Agostino, $22 per square
foot The tile comes in glossy,
matte, and stucco-like finishes.
Nine color options are avail-
able, as is matching grout.

ceramicasantagostino.it

‘Q

E Stockholm 815 by Erin
Adams for Granada Tile, $8
per tile Granada has made a
name for itself through its
Mediterranean-themed offer-
ings, but this cement piece is
from its new foray into Nordic
motifs. granadatile.com

Smart
Lighting 101

* “Ideally, home automation is
discussed in early planning
stages. This way it is part of
the process that sets
parameters for decisions
such as light fixtures and
window hardware. This
prevents moments of panic
later on if a light is deter-
mined to be incompatible
with a light control system”

26

The firm OneButton specializes in creating custom technology
solutions for spaces ranging from offices to residences. Designer
Katherine Boorman tackles connected lighting at home.

* “Any light control product
should have a ten-second
learning curve for ‘casual
users’ of the system and
advanced accessibility for
the owner of the system.
And it shouldn’t look like a
space gadget”

* “luse Lutron products
almost exclusively for home
automation projects. They
manufacture the highest
quality lighting system com-
ponents on the market, and
the products are not reliant
on a home’s wireless net-
work to function, unlike
many of their counterparts.”

* “We use Savant’s software

platform to tie together all
aspects of a home—lighting,
shading, temperature,
security, audio-visual sys-
tems, and even doorbells!
It's an open-ended platform
that you can customize to
do exactly what you want”
lutron.com

savant.com
onebuttonlife.com
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A Urban Armor by Martyn
Lawrence Bullard for Ann
Sacks, from $57 per square
foot The triangular metallic
tile comes in brass, steel, and
black finishes and nine- and
18-inch formats. annsacks.com

B Slimtech Type-32 by Diego
Grandi for Lea Ceramiche,
$220 per 7.9" x 78.8" piece
Suitable for wall or floor appli-
cations in high-traffic areas,
the tile has a textile-like look
and four mix-and-match pat-
terns. ceramichelea.it

C Fractal Ridge by Studio
Conran for the House of
British Ceramic Tile, from
$5 per square foot The high-
gloss wall tile is easy to clean
and reflects light, making
small spaces seem larger.
britishceramictile.com

D Otto by Robert A.M. Stern
Architects for Walker Zanger,
from $26 per square foot
Postmodern design is about
reappropriating elements from
the past, and the same is true
of this tile line based on Stern’s
structures. walkerzanger.com

E Quartz Collection by
Wilsonart, $60-80 per
square foot (installed) A
longtime leader in laminates,
Wilsonart has taken a leap into
quartz slabs starting with
user-friendly hues that mimic
natural stone. wilsonart.com

F Mews Industrial by Barber
& Osgerby for Mutina,
$20-50 per square foot With
palette names like Fog, Pigeon,
and Soot, the porcelain stone-
ware—rendered in versatile
chevron, rectangular, and
square shapes—reflects
London’s landscape. mutina.it

The NEW From a line inspired by the architectural works of Robert
A.M. Stern to rich metallic tiles and colors that evoke the

Neutrals city of London, this crop of neutrals is anything but drab.
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Rojkind
Arquitectos

28

A firm with a daring sense of creativity  rexcsy

puts its stamp on Mexico City.

In Mexico City’s increasingly crowded
and vibrant design scene, Michel Rojkind
and Gerardo Salinas stand apart.

For starters, Rojkind is a rock star in the
most literal sense of the term, having
traded a gig drumming for one of Mexico’s
most popular bands of the 1990s for an
uncertain future as an architect. And then
there is the extent to which Rojkind

Michel Rojkind and Gerardo
Salinas (from left) of Rojkind
Arquitectos expanded and
upgraded Mexico City’s
Cineteca Nacjonal (above and
right) in 2012, consolidating
surface parking in a new
garage and uniting the campus
with a canopy whose composite-
aluminum skin is dappled
with triangular perforations.

William Lamb

Arquitectos—the firm he founded in 2002
and has run since 2010 alongside Salinas—
has managed to impose a sense of order in
pockets of the famously crowded and
cacophonous Mexican capital.

It’s this element that has distinguished
Rojkind and Salinas from their peers and
positioned them in the vanguard of a new
generation of Mexican architects. Stepping >

FEBRUARY 2015 DWELL

PHOTOS BY PAUL RIVERA (CINETECA NACIONAL) AND MARIELA SANCARI (PORTRAIT)
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modern world\ profile

in where haphazard urban planning efforts
have fallen short, they nudge their private
and municipal clients beyond the project
brief, convincing them of the value of con-
tributing something extra to the community.
Many of the whimsical, boldly colorful
structures that have become the firm’s
stock-in-trade include touches—a park,
for instance, or an interactive facade—
intended to make up for a lack of public
space or to promote street life.

“For us, chaos comes with opportuni-
ties,” says Rojkind, whose pierced right
eyebrow and wardrobe of skinny jeans
testify to his rock ‘n’ roll past. “You're
always challenged on the things you can
solve, even from walking down the street
and seeing that maybe infrastructure can
change, or walking in the park and seeing
that the park can also be improved. All
these little things become important to
how cities are built up.”

This philosophy has its roots in a com-
mission that the firm took on in 2007 for
Nestlé. The Swiss company had asked for
a tunnel to carry visiting schoolchildren
inside its chocolate factory near Toluca,

about 39 miles southwest of Mexico City, to
give them a view of its production process.
Rojkind was surprised to find that there
was no museum dedicated to chocolate in
Mexico—an almost absurd oversight given
that the Aztecs once used cacao beans as
aform of currency. He sold Nestlé on the
idea of a gallery space, and the resulting
red-and-white building—its angular form
inspired by Japanese origami and the col-
orful Mexican wood carvings known as
alebrijes—is now a popular destination for
school groups and families.

“When we did it, | wasn't even conscious >

Commissioned by Nestlé to
build a ramp to give children
alook inside its factory near
Toluca, Rojkind convinced the
company to add a chocolate
museum—Mexico’s first—to
the brief. The resulting build-
ing, its angular form inspired
by Japanese origami—was
designed and built in two and
a half months in early 2007.

PHOTOS BY PAUL RIVERA



\Q\saka sofa from $1,539

[t's not just a sofa
It's a concept
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We want you to make the most out of your space. That’s why
the Osaka sofa can be customized to fit your needs. You can
pick fabrics, leathers and colors to suit your style. Visit our stores

and talk to one of our Concepters who can advise and help you
create your very own sofa.

Urban Danish Design since 1952
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of what we were doing,” Rojkind says. ‘|
knew we were pushing something, but
then it just kicked in some years later when
we said, ‘We should be doing this with all
of our projects.”

That started happening in earnest after
Rojkind coaxed Salinas back to Mexico
City after 16 years in the United States
to join the firm as a partner. Salinas, who
studied architecture at the University
of Maryland and worked at firms in
Washington, D.C., and Denver, brings an
American-style sense of pragmatism and

; ‘w‘.; ) lx‘ u/. \\?Z’
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discipline to the firm that counterbalances
Rojkind’s frequent flights of fancy.

Together, they forged a productive part-
nership with Liverpool, a prominent Mexican
department store chain. Rojkind and Salinas
worked with Zahner, an engineering and
fabrication company in Kansas City,
Missouri, to design a curvilinear stainless-
steel exterior for a new Liverpool store
in the Mexico City suburb of Interlomas
that glows at night as shifting hues of
light shine from narrow gaps in the
facade. The architects also responded to
Liverpool’s request for a “green area” by
encouraging the company to think more
broadly about the space. The store, located
amid a congested tangle of highways and
high-rises, now has a landscaped rooftop
esplanade that essentially functions as
one of the area’s few public parks.

For an addition to another Liverpool
store, on Mexico City’s bustling Avenida de
los Insurgentes, Rojkind and Salinas con-
vinced the client to perforate the exterior
and open the store to the street. A honey-
comb facade composed of overlapping
layers of fiberglass, aluminum, and stainless-
steel houses a series of room-sized
hexagonal “pods” that c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>