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WILD WOOD PARK:
The Rediscovery of Henry Greene’s Sylvan Secret

Edward R. Bosley

During the spring of 1999, as I prepared to wrap up six
years of work on a book about the lives and work of archi-
tects Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather Greene, I
stumbled on a bit of luck that was a researcher’s dream
come true— two previously unknown bungalows designed
by Henry Greene, the younger sibling in the famous frater-
nal firm of Greene and Greene of Pasadena.

These cottages differ dramatically in size and qual-
ity of materials from the brothers’ more famous design com-
missions. You will find no exotic mahogany or teak, no in-
lays of semi-precious stones or custom furnishings. Simi-
larities exist, though, with the greater houses, especially in
the direct and engaging "\ R }
way a Greene and Greene
house relates to its imme-
diate environment. These
simple board-and-batten |
cottages are treasures in
their own right.

Celebrated Architects
Charles Sumner Greene
and his brother, Henry
Mather Greene, are
known by most of us for
their highly sophisticated
wooden residences of the &
1906-1910 period, in- §
cluding The Gamble
House in Pasadena. After
Charles Greene’s 1916
departure from the firm to
take up writing in Carmel-
by-the-Sea,  Henry
Greene continued to work

Stone steps @ Wild Wood Park (Alexander Vertikoff)

under the Greene and Greene name until 1922, when he
officially began to practice simply as “Henry M. Greene,
Architect.” That year, one of Henry’s first clients in inde-
pendent practice was Walter Dickenson Valentine, who, in
classic California style, had abandoned his career as a suc-
cessful broker in Chicago to become a dairy farmer in the
hills of Altadena, Pasadena’s hillside neighbor to the north.

In 1922, Valentine asked Henry Greene to design
a group of rental cottages in Rubio Canyon, downhill from
his own home. From the surviving evidence, it appears that
Henry designed entry portals and up to four bungalows for
Valentine, though only two of these remain today. They are
not at all like the high-art
mansions of the Greenes’
earlier careers together, but
are instead, simple, well-
proportioned cottages that
sit comfortably in their
bosky surroundings. They
are natural charm itself.
How could two houses de-
signed by such a celebrated
and well-researched archi-
tect remain undiscovered
for so long? Part of the an-
swer lies thousands of miles
away and 40 years in the
past.

Archival Treasures
In 1960, more than 5000
drawings and other docu-
ments from the Greene and
Greene firm were received
by Columbia University’s
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Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library in New York City.
Avery harbors one of the nation’s most extensive architec-
tural archives. Jean Murray Bangs, who placed the materi-
als, had taken an interest in the work of Greene and Greene
in the late 1940s when the two brothers were virtually for-
gotten. Thinking she would write a book on their careers,
she salvaged the firm’s drawings from Henry Greene’s ga-
rage in Pasadena.

Two oversized sheets had suffered terribly from
water damage, nibbling mice and general neglect. In those
times, few architects thought to safeguard their drawings
for posterity. Bangs borrowed the drawings, as well as more
than 150 period photographs of the Greenes’ best houses,
which she kept throughout the 1950s. Following the deaths
of Henry and Charles Greene in 1954 and 1957, Ms.
Bangs, probably concerned that the drawings receive pro-
fessional long-term care, placed them at Avery Library. She
retained the photographs, however, along with some mis-
cellaneous documents including a card file that she had cre-
ated with job and client information from the firm’s early
years. This last batch of Greene and Greene photos and
papers were placed at Avery Library after Ms. Bangs’ death
in 1987.

On my various trips to New York to study the
Greenes’ drawings during the 1990s, I would occasionally
come across a drawing by Harwell Harris, the late husband
of Ms. Bangs and a respected 20th-century modernist ar-
chitect. I thought little of it, however, imagining that some of
his papers had been innocently combined with the Greenes’
drawings. I finally thought to ask myselfif there might not
be Greene and Greene work among the Harwell Harris
archives as well; a phone call to the Blake Alexander Ar-
chives at the University of Texas in Austin confirmed my
suspicion.

Their archivist, Nancy Sparrow, located 13 pages
of material she believed to be related to the Greene and
Greene firm, and a photocopy of the list arrived in my mail-
box a few days later. I was struck dumb by what I had in
my hands: a copy of Jean Murray Bangs’ typescript of the
firm’s job book, covering from 1913 until the end of Henry
Greene’s practice in 1941. This information, I realized, when
combined with Bangs’ file cards on the brothers’ earlier
work, represented rich data from the original Greene and
Greene job book, which had never surfaced. I now had a
complete list of the firm’s jobs and projects from 1894 on-
ward.

Even with the typescript found, it was still very dif-
ficult to check the contents of the many Avery drawings
against the buildings themselves back in California. In the
folder labeled “Valentine” were 67 drawings, mostly pencil

sketches on tissue paper, none of which I recognized as
representing houses with which I was familiar. I assumed
that they were drawings for an unbuilt project. My inquiry
might have ended right there but for an intriguing drawing of
a pair of stone portals.

Preserved in Stone

The architect’s standard text block in the lower right corner
of the drawing identified the client, the architect, and the
city. On the portals themselves, however, Henry had in-
cluded the words “Wild Wood” and “Palm Drive.” I made
anote of the address. Returning to California, I drove to
Altadena, found Palm, and followed it to the end. There
they were, two piles of stone looking just as I recalled from
the pencil sketch, though the original “Wild Wood” words
and street numbers had been effaced and altered.

The portals flanked a private drive that wound
steeply into Rubio Canyon and disappeared. Not inclined
to trespass, I called a friend and real estate agent, Astrid
Ellerseick, who put me in touch with the owners of one of
the houses. An appointment made, I returned to the por-
tals, descended into the canyon and crossed the bridge.

Two cottages sat side by side in the glen, sur-
rounded by artistically arranged boulders from the canyon’s
riverbed. It was more than I could have dreamed. Not only
were two of the houses intact, but they were in their natural
surroundings, very much as they must have been since the
early 1920s. Even the owners of the Wild Wood bunga-
lows were unaware of the prestigious architectural prov-
enance of their homes. They were delighted at the news
and promised to keep the discovery quiet until we could
prepare a joint announcement through the Friends of The
Gamble House and a local preservation group, Altadena
Heritage.

Wild Wood Park has finally been rediscovered, and
with it, the reputation of Henry Greene shines brighter than
ever as an important chapter in the story of the American
Arts and Crafts movement.

Edward Bosley is the director of The Gamble House, a National Historic
Landmark operated by the University of Southern California School of Ar-
chitecture. He is the author of Greene and Greene, now in paperback form.

Excerpts from this article were reprinted with permission from American
Bungalow, Number 28, Winter 2000. Thanks also to Carol Greentree, who
sent us the article. We felt that, while little is said here about the grounds,
readers would find the description of the discovery process of possible value
in their own researches.

Laurie Hannah informs us there is a new Greene & Greene digital
archive, combining the resources of the Huntington Library, the Uni-
versity of Southern California, Columbia University and others who
hold collections of photographs, plans, letters, etc. Ann Scheid is
mentioned as the archivisit for the Huntington Library collection.
Visit http://cwis.usc.edu/dept/architecture/greeneandgreene/.
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LANDSCAPE HISTORY of the STANFORD UNIVERSITY CAMPUS - 1893 to 2004

Marlea Graham

Due to the political and monetary manipulations of Collis P. Huntington, Leland Stanford had been feeling pinched for
several years. Upon his death in 1893, the government attached Stanford’s assets as security for the railroad’s indebted-
ness. It took several years to settle the matter, and in the meantime, the University was left in dire financial straits. It is
assumed that University gardener Thomas Douglas was dismissed at the end of 1891, as no further journal entries have
been found beyond that date, and a 1893 letter to Garden & Forest gave Larkspur as Douglas’ new address. For a time
he moved back to Waukegan to help in the family business, though he returned to California at some point, as he died in
Los Angeles in 1906. Only the Chinese grounds staff remained to care for the landscape, and Oscar Lewis (The Big
Four, 1938) states that all work was stopped on the park-like grounds surrounding the Palo Alto house, and many
servants were let go. Records of the years from 1893 to 1906 are sparse, in part due to losses in the earthquake, but also
possibly because not much was going on in the campus landscape at that time. Only Jane’s stubborn dedication to the
memory of her husband and son kept the University open.

Upon the final settlement of Leland’s estate in 1898, money was again available for development, and much
construction was begun. This period was often referred to by University wags as “the Stone Age.” The outer portion of the
Quad was completed, as was the Memorial Church, Arch, and Courtyard. The planting done by Douglas and Codman in
the Inner Quad, around the Oval and the Mausoleum were maintained, if not expanded. University President David Starr
Jordan claimed credit for the idea of planting Palm Drive, which leads the visitor from the town to the heart of the campus.
Phoenix and Washington palms were planted alternately and equidistantly. At that time it was believed that palms would
not survive in that soil and climate, and while it is true that some have had to be replaced and others are not now in the best
of health, they remain today. The new University architect, Mr. Hodges, wrote to Jane Stanford in January 1902. “Mr.
Lynch is making the arboretum look very much better. There are some grand specimens completely hidden and dying from
want of sunshine and room to expand.” This, of course, was Ulrich’s arboretum, not the one Olmsted had dreamed of.
The fast-growing “nurse” trees of eucalyptus and pine were taking over the landscape, along with many bird-planted oak
seedlings. Constant thinning was needed. In September of that year, Hodges wrote, “I likewise enclose revised plan for
Memorial Court which, if meeting with your approval, I will start Mr. Godman on the walks. Kindly return to me the plans
with yourinstructions.” As with the Oval, turfruled again . B
here at Jane’s request. Though photos show that palms ||
and evergreen shrubs came and went in the courtyard,
the grass remained throughout, even to the present day.
The front terrace was also built at this time. The as-
phaltum paving in the Quad was covered over with |
gravel bisected by wide cement walkways. Trees, lawns
and shrubs began to soften the formerly bleak appear-
ance of the faculty housing area on Alvarado Row, and s
at least a minimum of landscaping also enhanced the [
two student’s dormitories.

Then disaster struck again. The 1906 earth-
quake completely destroyed all the new buildings added |
after Leland’s death: the library, the gymnasium, the |
chemistry building, and the wings added to the museum.
Jane and architect Hodges had not given any credence
to Leland’s beliefin the safety of wide foundations and
limited height for buildings in earthquake country. The original buildings surrounding the Quad and the student dormitories
suffered damage only from falling chimneys. This financial disaster again set back any chance for the implementation of
widespread campus landscaping. No further sign of activity was found until 1910. In August of that year, former nursery-
man, University Trustee and Grounds Commitee head Timothy Hopkins wrote a letter to his fellow trustees, informing
them that the national Department of Agriculture, in the form of David Fairchild, had recently expressed some interest in
establishing a true arboretum at Palo Alto. “Not only could we get without initial cost such trees and plants as were from

Looking towards Memorial Court from Inner Quad<1906 quake.
(SU Archives: Special Collections)
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WHO WAS “MR. LYNCH?”

Michael Lynch was a Menlo Park landscape designer and nurseryman. His obituary states that he was born in 1847 at
County Meath in Ireland. He studied and graduated from the Royal Botanical Gardens in Dublin, and later worked at
the botanical gardens at Liverpool and Kew. H. S. Foote (Pen Sketches of Santa Clara, 1888) does not mention this
(and he seems to be the more reliable source as far as confirming other facts in the sequence) but states that Lynch
worked on the private estates of Bancroft, Beachley and Ollerton at Liverpool. Per the obituary, Lynch won a prize of
21 guineas for an exhibit of chrysanthemums at Liverpool, and this money provided his passage to New York in 1868.
He remained in that state for a time, working at Rochester and Syracuse, as well as Philadelphia. In 1875 he married
Mary Peyton in New York and the two sailed for California the same day. (Foote says he arrived in San Francisco on
February 22, 1871.) The two years following his arrival here are unaccounted for as yet, but Foote agrees that Lynch
came to Menlo Park and worked for Major Rathbone (who was the Consul in Paris and had married Faxon Atherton’s
daughter, Alejandra) for the next five years. While some of this property was sold off and subdivided, some still
remains, acquired in later years by the Menlo School and College. ~

Lynch worked next for L. L. Robinson of Contra Costa County at Los Medanos Ranch. The //lustrations of
CCC with Illustrated Sketch (1879) reported that “Mr. Robinson has, for four years past, been engaged in improving
and beautifying his grounds...” Foote reported that Lynch was there for two years and seven months, (from ‘78 to ‘81),
“and was then employed by J. C. Flood to take charge of the laying out and ornamentation of his Menlo Park place.”
This would have him following in Ulrich’s footsteps, though Foote implies that Lynch was working from a blank slate.
Perhaps he was implementing Ulrich’s plan. While another source states that Lynch worked at Linden Towers until
Flood’s death in 1889, this does not fit with Foote, nor with data gleaned by Mr. Schellens from the Redwood City
Times & Gazette. Lynch had opened a general merchandise store in partnership with Mr. John O’Hearn in June of
1886. A few months later, it was announced that the partnership had been dissolved by mutual consent, and that Mr.
Lynch was returning “‘to his former trade of landscape gardening, assuming charge of the place of Mr. Timothy Hopkins.”
Foote confirms that information. Per Michael Svanevik (Menlo Park - Beyond the Garden Gate), Lynch continued as
head gardener at Sherwood Hall Nursery, supervising a crew of 43 assistants, rejuvenating the fruit orchards and
cultivating violets and chrysanthemums for the cut flower and seed trade. Given this business relationship and the fact
that Hopkins was the University Trustee in charge of the Grounds Committee, it is not so surprising that Lynch would
have been hired to do some work on the arboretum when funds were available.

When Sherwood Hall Nursery was changed to the Sunset Seed & Plant Company in 1892, Lynch left the firm
to open his own nursery and landscape design company, Menlo Park Nursery. He had 11.5 acres of land on Oak
Grove Avenue and 15 greenhouses. Thomas Douglas and Lynch were apparently good friends. The April 11, 1894
issue of Garden & Forest printed a letter from Douglas, (who
by that time had moved back to Waukegan) about the new
Menlo Park Nursery. “Mr. Lynch...raised last year — his first
season —nearly three tons of sweet pea seed. This year he
has 50 acres sown to them; 47 acres will be devoted to the
seed alone. The remainder will be for cut flowers, which are
sent as far as Seattle and Salt Lake City.”

While carrying on his nursery business, Lynch still
found time to do some design and installation work for Holy :
Cross Cemetery and St. Patrick’s Seminary, both of Menlo |
Park. Svanevik states that Lynch provided all the plants used | §#
from his own stock. He also attributes the landscaping of the
Bourne property at Empire Mines in Grass Valley (cottage
designed by Willis Polk in 1897) to Lynch, but that is still
unconfirmed.

Lynch died in late May of 1905, and at that time, he &
was said to have the largest flower shipping business in the
West. In 1910, Frank P. Roach purchased an interest in the
business from surviving family members (a wife and eight chil- §
dren) and renamed it Lynch Nursery. This was listed in local
directories as late as 1920. Svanevik reports that in 1927, the s o f ‘ ' 5
property was sold to the Catholic Church for COYPUS Christi  Aichaer Lynch (standing, top right) in violet beds at Sherwood Hall
Monastery. (Menlo Park Historical Society)
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(continued from page 3) time to time introduced, but the De-
partment would procure for us those that we might desire
to grow as specimens in such a reference library of
Arboriculture.” An Arboretum Committee was formed, but
not much more seems to have happened at that time, again,
most likely due to monetary factors.

In October of 1913, Olmsted’s policy of maintain-
ing cordial relations with even the most obstreperous of
clients was at last vindicated. Repairs of earthquake dam-
age being largely completed, the Board of Trustees began
to think of other campus improvements that were needed.
Again in his capacity as head of the Grounds Committee,
Hopkins wrote to FLO Jr., “The Trustees of Stanford Uni-
versity are contemplating the erection of a new building at
Stanford, likewise some improvements of the grounds ad-
jacent thereto. In the inception of this University your father
laid out the grounds, but as plans have been somewhat de-
parted from, [ am writing this letter to inquire whether it
would be agreeable for you to come to Stanford and give
the committee in charge the benefit of your suggestions...”

Could there be any doubt? The firm, of course,
replied immediately and in the affirmative! “It is altogether
suitable that the designers of such an important arrange-
ment of buildings and grounds should be consulted from
time to time as to modifications and additions. We regret to
say that this desirable continuous relation to similar works
which we have designed is by no means the rule. Believing
most thoroughly that it is the right thing we naturally feel
eager to encourage it.” However, they were not so ecstatic
as to send the head of the firm. “Mr. J. Frederick
Dawson...has been attending to our work in and about Se-
attle, Spokane, Portland, etc., for several years and has
recently been looking after an important land subdivision in
San Francisco. If you like, you can inquire about him from
Mr. Duncan McDuffie of the Westgate Park Company, San
Francisco, or Dr. Thomas F. Kane, President of the Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle...” Mr. Dawson would visit
Palo Alto in January on his way from San Francisco and
submit a report.

The new association was not one of unalloyed de-
light. At the end of March 1914, Hopkins wrote to com-
plain that he had not yet received Mr. Dawson’s report. “It
is now too late to do any planting, even if we had a definite
plan to follow.” After another month had passed, Hopkins
tried prompting them again. “I presume that...his report will
include some changes in the large quadrangle at the Uni-
versity. The best time for us to make any changes in and
around our buildings is during the summer vacation.” Ap-
parently Dawson had written the report promptly enough.
It was the dilatory behavior of the senior member, who was

supposed to review it before dispatch, which was holding
things up. At last, at the beginning of May, the much-looked-
for report arrived. It was a bit of a shock.

Dawson advised that the present arboretum was
scarcely deserving of the name, and should be radically
thinned or even removed altogether to provide a better view
of University buildings from the train station. The land should
be graded to avoid standing patches of rainwater for pro-
longed periods. Low shrubs and groundcovers should be
utilized to avoid the monotony of endless trees and bare
ground beneath. Low, drought-tolerant shrubs should re-
place turfin the Oval and adjacent areas, as per the origi-
nal design. The statue of “Faith” on the Oval lawn should
be removed as it obstructed the axial view to the Memorial
Court. The gravel of the Inner Quad was “disagreeable to
walk on” and should, ideally, be replaced with red brick or
tile. The addition of more prickly shrubs would discourage
students from “trespassing on these plantings.” The Quad
was eventually paved throughout with red tile, but the
Grounds Committee rejected the suggestions for the arbo-
retum and decided against paying the Olmsteds to create
detailed planting plans or supervise installation. Instead, lo-
cal people were employed.
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Action was first taken on what Dawson described
as the “uneven, unkempt, ugly areas of dirt” in the outer
courts of the central Quad. CGLHS member Elena Reese’s
“Stanford Campus Archaeology: Research Reports 1995-
1997” contains a section on the landscape history of the
outer courts of the main Quad. “The Sept. 24, 1913 Board
of Trustees supporting docu-
ments file has an undated, un-
signed assessment of how the
Quad areas should be land-
scaped. These suggestions in-
cluded: a lawn, fountain, and
pool in the Inner Quad; the .
outer courts to be planted with !
exotic shrubs and trees; and *
each court to have a predomi-
nant California tree or shrub
after which the court would be
named.” Based on the content
of the document and its third
person references to the
Olmsted Brothers firm, Reese
thinks it is reasonable to assume
that the author of the document ., :
was John McLaren, San )77 s
Francisco’s Superintendent of
Parks. He had agreed to do- .
nate his services as consulting ...
landscape architect to the Uni- -
versity. On his advice, cypress

amount of funding, at least for the first year. Possibly the
additional $500 was to be used in creating the requested
irrigation system or for an employee’s salary.

The Arnold Arboretum and the New York Botani-
cal Garden, as well as the US Department of Agriculture,
offered their support for this project. In addition, it was
' reported in The Stanford
Alumnus magazine that, “H. A.
Greene, president of the
Monterey Tree Growing Club,
has made a notable gift to the
St tiiainEtoserad
arboretum...[including] 330
specimens of young trees rep-
resenting 189 varieties,
many...rare and not obtainable
from California
nurserymen...Mr. Greene
wrote that he is deeply inter-
ested in the Stanford
project...He is an enthusiast on
the growing of trees and their
transplanting for the beautifica-
tion of grounds and streets. In
his private grounds at
Monterey he starts young trees,
growing them in separate hold-
ers, and has been a notable
benefactor in donating seed-
lings for the adornment of pub-

MR. McLAREN'S PLAN FOR THE PRESIDENT'S HILL

trees and veronica hedges were
planted along the sides of the southern Quad buildings. The
Avocado and Citrus Courts were planted with “groups of
semi-tropical trees and shrubs” and edged with hedges.
By 1916, the desire to turn the arboretum into a
real asset that would rival Boston’s Arnold Arboretum, was
on the rise again. University President Wilbur advised the
Board of Trustees that, “As it now stands the Arboretum
contains approximately 200 species...but if developed along
scientific lines, even without materially increasing the ex-
pense of up-keep, at least two to three thousand species
could be grown. Such a collection would be invaluable for
scientific research and for general work with our botanical
classes.” He asked for an annual appropriation of $500 for
acquistion of new plants and maintenance of proper labels;
for a trained and reliable garden laborer to devote his time
to planting and care of the trees; that a watering system be
installed to maintain the trees in dry years; and that supervi-
sory control of the arboretum be given over to the Botany
Department. The Board granted double the requested

lic school grounds and road-
ways.” A similar report in Science magazine added that,
“Mr. John McLaren...has consented to assist in the general
planning, especially along the principal avenues.” From this
we may assume than McLaren likely had something to do
with the planting of trees lining the University streets.
World Warl, lack of funds and drought conditions
in California slowed the impetus for the arboretum. The
need fora comprehensive and detailed landscape plan was
pointed out. The February 1919 Stanford Illustrated Re-
view carried an article by Botany professor Leroy Abrams,
titled “The University Grounds.” Abrams began by reiter-
ating Olmsted’s plan for the campus landscape and the ar-
boretum. He mentioned, only in passing, the setting aside
of the Lagunita tract, including the lake and the President’s
hill, as a part of the permanent “parking” system, that is,
making it into a park. Though Abrams claimed McLaren’s
plan for the President’s Hill was following out the original
Olmsted plan, in fact it was McLaren’s own design, and
contained several very formal arrangements.
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The President’s Report of 1922 commented that,
“Through the cooperation of the Comptroller’s Office and
the Department of Botany, a comprehensive planting plan
is being developed for the Arboretum and university grounds.
The value of a working plan is already obvious in the im-

proved appearance of the campus. Considerable material

of exotic and native species has been added to the nursery
stock, and planting has been undertaken especially in the
area about the Mausoleum. One of the most interesting
planting operations has been the successful moving of 30
five-year-old live oaks from the Arboretum to the Stanford
Union and the President’s House.”

By 1923, the prolonged drought and a series of
hard freezes that had killed the red and white geraniums
that bordered the Oval lawn made believers of the Univer-
sity Trustees. They were ready to adopt Olmsted’s plan for
planting low shrubs, vines and perennials as ‘ground cover’
instead of turf. “The Grounds Commiittee is convinced that
the new plan in fact will greatly improve the appearance of
the main approach to the buildings.” Under the supervision
of Professor Abrams and John McLaren, Gardiner A. Daily,
F.A.LA. (though labeling himself a landscape engineer on
these landscape plans, he was later to become a well-known
Bay Area architect), presented the plan for relandscaping
the Oval with only a narrow strip of lawn surrounded by
shrubbery. Also presented was a comprehensive planting
key and plan to enable implementation of the long-desired
botanical collection. Plants were to be arranged in the planting
beds below the oval according to their respective plant fami-
lies, “a scientific arrangement,
which will be the only one of
its kind in the Western Hemi-
sphere.” The central reflecting
pool was never installed, but
otherwise, Dailey’s Oval design
was installed, only to give way
once again to grass when rain
became plentiful. This fluctua-
tion continues even to the
present day, when we are once
again in a turf period.

Thel926 President’s
Report stated that a plan to an-
nex Luther Burbank’s experi-
mental farm at Gold Hill near
Sebastopol was being consid-
ered. At the same time, a Com-

Alto Farm for the development of such a botanical garden.
John McLaren, John Roeding, Leroy Abrams were on the
committee, as was W. F. Herrin “and one or two other
business men.” In 1927, it was announced that the Burbank
plan had been rejected, and that the Stanford plan was still
being considered, but “No funds are available and no plans
are ready for final submission.”

The Palo Alto Times reported that this project
would go by the name of the Pacific Botanical Gardens. It
was to be a preserve for plant and animal life, a place where
long-range experiments in plant development could be car-
ried out, an exhibition garden, a training school for garden-
ers, a sort of public park, and an experimental laboratory
for college professors and students, all rolled into one. The
University would provide about 1,000 acres of land. “The
acreage contemplated for the use of the proposed
gardens...would start at the arboretum, extend through the
old winery property to the creek and thence extend to
Searsville and the hills on either side.” Comptroller Roth
estimated that $1,000,000 would be needed to make a
start, with an eventual endowment of from $6,000,000 to
$10,000,000 being needed to complete this ambitious but
worthy project.

In January of 1929, Emory E. Smith submitted a
40-page “tentative program for the development of the Pa-
cific Botanic Foundation™ to President Wilbur and many
other potentially influential figures. Smith had been in favor
of'this plan from the very inception of the University, having
alifelong interest in the subject. While such important fig-

ures as Dr. E. B. Babcock,

professor of genetics at the

University of California, and Dr.

Liberty Hyde Bailey, professor

of horticulture at Cornell Uni-
_versity, spoke in favor of this
project, the stock market crash
0f 1929 and the following de-
pression of the 1930s put a halt
to all such plans.

In 1931, the University
again hired the Olmsted Broth-
ers to create a planting plan for
the interior courtyard and ex-
terior surroundings of the new
girl’s gymnasium. The firm
wrote that, “In the plan we
have proposed to treat this

4//7//(//i'///¢ : 7
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EXERLTRY Fipa-g

mittee on a Botanical Garden
for California was looking at a
plan to use a portion of the Palo

Report of the Comptroller, 1923

quad as a semi-tropical area
with bamboo, sedges, New
Zealand flax, fatsia and similar
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plants that seem-to be especially appropriate to fit in with
the character of the fountain, the columns, and the general
low broad effect of the building itself.” This was the last
commission the firm received from the University. Later com-
munications dealt only with the history of the early land-
scape development. It was also in 1931 that a mile of red
roses was planted along the fencelines on El Camino Real.
These continue today as yet another Stanford tradition. The
architectural firm of Brown & Bakewell became the official
campus architects, and there was no sign of an official land-
scape architect on campus during the ‘30s and ‘40s.
Bakewell & Brown fostered the development of a more
traditional arrangement of buildings fronted by streets and
the quad concept was set aside.

The advent of WW Il again left campus landscape
development in a moribund state for some years. Follow-
ing the war, a Planning Office was created. In 1948 Tho-
mas D. Church was hired to create his first landscape for
Stanford University at the Linear Accelerator Building. He
was soon appointed as the new consulting landscape ar-
chitect, and served in that position for some twenty years.
Because of the rapid post-war development on campus,
writer Raymond Hardie (“He Changed the Landscape”,
Stanford Illustrated Review, Jan.-Feb./2003) points out,
“Much of Church’s work at Stanford was therefore reme-
dial. With so many periods and styles, he faced the prob-
lem of rationalizing a clash of seeming opposites.” He quotes
assistant director of planning Cathy Blake: “Church was
trying to put a layer of continuity around the original build-
ings and the new...[He] was working on a landscape that
was meant to tie all this together.” His most notable contri-
bution may have been to give weight to pedestrian traffic
over automobiles, which were exiled from the center of the
campus under his aegis. Unfortunately, due to continued
development and construction over the years, little of
Church’s work remains today. White Plaza and Kennedy
Grove are Church’s most enduring creations on campus.

HOW TO JOIN CGLHS

To become a member of the California Garden & Landscape
History Society, send a check or money order to the
Membership Secretary, 323 E. First St., Long Beach CA 90803.
See our website: www.cglhs.org
for an application form.

California

araen

Membership rates:
i Individual $30; Household $40;
i Lan scape [Institution $50; Sustaining $60
U History Society and up.
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EMORY EVANS SMITH

Emory E. Smith’s obituary states that he “was born in
Blacksburg, VA in 1860 and came to California as a
youth.” In 1883, Smith “started a 14-acre perfume farm
near Pasadena — and lost the small fortune received
from its sale by investing in Southern California real
estate in the boom of that decade.” {“Passing of A
Pioneer,” Guy C. Miller, Palo Alto Times, May 1943).
In 1887, Smith started his own horticultural journal in
Santa Barbara, the California Florist and Gardener.
His opinion of Olmsted’s work appeared in the Janu-
ary 1889 issue: “One hundred thousand manzanita
bushes are to be planted in the grounds of the new
Stanford University at Palo Alto. Californians are
wondering whether this imitation of a desert waste is
a fair sample of Eastern landscape gardening.” His-
torically, this journal is an enormously useful resource,
containing much detailed information about what was
going on in the California nursery trade, but Smith could
not get enough subscribers, and soon was forced to
merge his publication with the Pacific Rural Press.
He finished out the year there as associate editor, then
took on the editorship of another agricultural publica-
tion, the California Fruit Grower. Smith served as
secretary of the California State Floral Society, and as
president of the Florist’s Club of California. This work
brought Smith to the attention of Stanford President
David Starr Jordan, and he was hired in 1891 as assis-
tant professor of Horticulture at Stanford. However,
financial conditions resulted in the termination of plans
to include a College of Agriculture. Smith continued
as resident lecturer and was in technical charge of the
department from 1892-96 at which time all hopes of
establishing the college were finally given up. In 1894,
Smith was appointed chief of the department of horti-
culture at the San Francisco Midwinter Fair and also
made contributions to the 1915 and 1939 Expositions.
It was Smith who was credited by Luther Burbank
with noticing that some cactus plants had fewer spines.
He brought seeds back from his trip to the interior, and
after making further selections, samples were sent to
Burbank, who used them to develop his spineless cac-
tus. In 1902, Smith wrote and published a monograph
on the California poppy. In 1904 he founded the firm
of Smith Emery & Company, a leader in the field of
chemical and industrial engineering, but his interest in
horticultural matters never waned. In the 1930s, Smith
began collecting information for a personal history of
the development of the Stanford campus, to be titled
The Stanford Farm. It was never finished.
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The Inner Quad was renovated in 1984 at a cost
of $1 million. As part of this plan, the number of planting
circles was going to be doubled, but historians’ objections
prevailed. At last, Olmsted’s red bricks replaced broken
pavement. Trees were pruned up to give an unobstructed
view across the Quad and seating was added to some plant-
ing circles. The Quad is now listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

In 1993, the Mausoleum’s dying Guardian Oak was
cut down and replaced. The following year, Palm Drive
was renovated to reduce chronic flooding problems and to
install the curbing that FLO had lobbied for unsuccessfully
from the beginning. Though Comptroller Roth wrote in 1931
0f 40 years of trouble with the palms and of replacing them
with oaks, the palms continue to this day.

Work on the new Science and Engineering Quad
was also begun in 1994. Laurie Olin is credited with the
design, and it is claimed that an attempt was made to create
links to FLO’s plan with the use of more pedestrian malls. I
find the modern structures provided for shade and rain pro-
tection in this section to be woefully inadequate when com-
pared to the solid stone construction of the original Quad’s
corridors. Some visual balance has been restored with the
extension of Serra Mall, the new fountain mirroring that cre-
ated in the 1930s by Bakewell & Brown when they built
the Memorial Hall and Hoover Tower.

The most exciting new landscape on campus may
be that created by Peter Walker at the Schwab Business
Center. The building encloses a series of courtyards and
the architect’s use of strong colors on the walls provides a
striking background for Walker’s plant choices. And where
else would one find a row of Hydrangea quercifolialining
astudent bicycle parking rack?

The author wishes to thank Julie Cain, Jack Douglas,Elena Reese, and the
staff of the Stanford University Special Collections for their contributions and
assistance in researching this article

SU: Autrey Zocale @ Schwab Building aka the Blue Court (M. Graham)

REPORT: CGLHS SPRING BOARD
MEETING

The Board met in San Diego on February 21,2004. Present
were President Thea Gurns, Immediate Past President
Laurie Hannah, Vice President Bill Grant, Treasurer John
Blocker, Membership Secretary Glenda Jones, Recording
Secretary Phoebe Cutler, Editor Marlea Graham, Mem-
bers-at-Large Lucy Warren and Betsy Clebsch, and Linda
Renner. Absent were Publicity Chair Jacqueline Williams
(family emergency) and Member-at-Large Tom Brown (sur-
gery). We are happy to report that Tom’s surgery went
well, and he is now recovering at the home of a friend.

. We made a modest profit on last year’s confer-
ence. This year we begin paying for liability insurance cov-
erage for the Board, as well as liability coverage for the
conference and other events. Many venues require that we
carry such insurance in order to use their facilities.

We gained 62 new members in 2003, giving our
highest total of 179 members. Nineteen of these joined at
the conference and all of those may not remain, but we
hope that some of them will have been interested enough
by our activities to continue. Glenda Jones submitted her
resignation to the Board, as she now desires to spend more
of her time on other activities, and she recommended Linda
Renner as her replacement. It was agreed that Linda be
appointed our new Membership Secretary to finish out
Glenda’s term of office. Linda will soon be at work on
our 2004 Membership Directory, so please send any
changes or amendments to her right away, care of
Linda Renner, 323 East First Street, Long Beach, CA
90803 or by email at LA.Renner@yverizon.net.

The Editor reported that undertaking two double
issues last year resulted in a budget overrun. She has lo-
cated a cheaper printer but the Board agreed that it was
time to consider a permanent enlargement, also possibly
some improvements in graphics and layout. It was deter-
mined that the best way to finance such an improve-
ment was to raise membership dues by $10 in each
category, effective immediately. Members whose dues
were due in March will have noticed the change. A
Graphics Committee composed of Marlea Graham, Phoebe
Cutler, and Betsy Clebsch was formed to investigate the
costs of improvements. The Editor was reminded that she
should include a call for papers, articles, and tidbits in
each issue of Eden. Such items should be sent to Marlea
Graham, 100 Bear Oaks Drive, Martinez, CA 94553-9754.
Email: maggie94553@earthlink.net. Phone: 925.335.9156.

The Vice President wears three hats. As chair of
the Nominations Committee, he wishes to remind you that
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thisis an election year for CGLHS. Bill’s term as Vice Presi-
dent is up at the end of this year, as is that of Member-at-
Large Lucy Warren, though she will continue as chair of the
Budget Committee. All other Board positions (with the ex-
ception of Editor) are up for election or re-election. If you
are interested in participating on the Board, please contact
Bill Grant, 1678 Pleasant Valley Road, Aptos, CA 95003.
Phone: 831.722.6836. The slate of candidates will be
announced in the next newsletter in June, and ballots
will be mailed out in September.

Bill’s third hat is as chair of the Conference Com-
mittee. It is his responsibility to find a venue and a host, and
as an experienced conference host himself; to offer aid and
advice to the current host. Details of this year’s River-
side conference will be found elsewhere in this issue.
Possible sites for the 2005 conference were discussed. A
proposal for Napa County is still being reviewed. Other
suggestions were a return to Santa Barbara, Oakland, Santa
Clara county, San Francisco and Los Angeles, Hollywood,
Beverly Hills. Since next year’s conference should be lo-
cated in the north, some of these suggestions will be held
over for later years.

Bill’s fourth hat (though this is an expression of his
own interests rather than a duty of the Vice President) is as
chair of the Historic Landscape Inventory. It has been de-
cided that Santa Barbara will serve as a test case for the
process of information gathering. Phoebe’s husband,
Desmond is helping us find grant money to fund this project,
as members do not seem to have the time and energy to do
the work on their own, gratis.

In the absence of the committee chair, Laurie
Hannah reported on Publicity matters. Susan Chamberlin
will continue handling conference advertisements for publi-
cation in Pacific Horticulture, as well as our annual ad-
vertisement to bring in new members. Those who subscribe
to the magazine may have noticed the revised CGLHS ad-
vertisement in the spring issue. Laurie and Jacqui have been
handling the conference press releases. Tish Brown has
agreed to assist with this very important task. Advertise-
ment and press releases are what bring in new members,
along with word of mouth.

Laurie also informed us that, though there is as yet
nothing available to us on-line, the staff of the New York
Botanical Garden are continuing to work on making the
Catalog of Landscape Records in the United States once
again available to the general public. There was a problem
regarding the old software. We will continue to watch this
project and advise you when it is completed.

Sandra Price, who will be attending this spring’s
Southern Garden History Society conference, has volun-

teered to serve as an ambassador for CGLHS. She will
network with SGHS members to establish closer contacts
and possible future conference exchanges.

Madame President Thea Gurns wishes to remind
us all that 2005 will be our 10th anniversary year, and that
we wish to mark the event in several ways. Please send
your ideas, reminiscences and photographs of past events,
etc. to the Editor, so that we may put together a special
edition of Eden in the spring of 2005.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU:

Linda Renner

I grew up on a farm in Kan-
sas, which in 1995, had been
in the family on my dad’s side
for 100 years. He just died
last September at age 90, af-
ter living and farming there his
whole life. He arranged for
16 acres of his original Kan-
sas prairie to become the first
conservation easement in the
Kansas Land Trust. It is
known as the Dorothy Akin
Memorial Prairie in memory
of my mother. Over 200 species of grasses and wild flow-
ers have been identified there.

I graduated from Kansas State University, and
taught elementary school for two years in Abilene, KS be-
fore getting married. I taught for another year in
Williamsburg, VA; then we moved to Long Beach and I
taught school in Los Alamitos for 31 years. After my hus-
band died in 1985, I started digging up the lawn and plant-
ing roses. I joined the Orange County Rose Society and
served as President for three years. I am also active in the
Huntington Botanic Gardens Old Rose Study Group. T have
attended several International Heritage Rose Conferences,
and grow many old roses. [ am a member of the Los Ange-
les Society for Calligraphy. Another interest is the Long
Beach Heritage Foundation, and I am on a committee work-
ing on the Bembridge House. It is a Queen Anne style house
built in 1906, now owned by LB Heritage, and filled with
Long Beach and family memorabilia. I love old houses (mine
was built in 1905), and all kinds of antiques. I also love
animals, and have a dog, three rabbits (one indoors and
two outside), a chicken, fish and birds. I have really en-
joyed the people and gardens I have “met” through CGLHS
and look forward to meeting many more.
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WHAT NEEDS SAVING NOW?

San Francisco: The Gardens of Alcatraz
The following is excerpted from a letter of The Garden Conser-
vancy President Antonia F. Adezio:

While the Garden Conservancy’s activity reaches
from coast to coast, our newest initiative focuses on garden
preservation in a highly visible setting, legendary Alcatraz
Island in San Francisco Bay...With more than 140 plant
species transplanted from all over the world, the Alcatraz
gardens became a wild and surprising microculture... While
many plants have taken hold and thrived on the island for
decades, these gardens, and their ability to tell a story, are
in danger of being lost.

With the enthusiastic commitment of the Golden
Gate National Parks Conservancy and the National Park
Service, we have embarked on an ambitious project to re-
store key garden areas and to interpret Alcatraz’s garden
stories for the public. On October 1, 2003, we officially
launched this project with the hiring of a horticulturist to
work on Alcatraz Island and begin recruiting garden volun-
teers. With this key individual in place, efforts to build mo-
mentum and public support are underway. We have formed
aplanning team to assess the overall scope of restoration
through the development of a master plan. Ultimately, this
will require a joint fundraising campaign to raise several
hundred thousand dollars. The Conservancy’s immediate
investment in staff' and volunteer resources provides a strong
foundation for moving toward this broader goal.

With an annual visitation of 1.3 million, Alcatraz
provides an excellent launching pad for broadening the
Garden Conservancy’s presence in San Francisco, and for
educating a much larger audience about the challenges and
realities of garden preservation in the Bay Area. Our work
at Alcatraz also represents a valuable opportunity to be a
driving force behind the preservation of one of the world’s
most recognized landmarks.

[For more information on this topic, read Gardens of Alcatraz, essays by
John Hart, Russell A. Beatty, and Michael Boland, with photographs by
Roy Eisenhardt, (SF: Golden Gate Parks Assn., 1996, paperback, 96
pages, 814.95.]

R S

Alcatraz ¢.1879 (Eadweard Muybridge, NPS archives GGNRA)

Berkeley: the University of California Campus

Anarticle titled “The Physical Campus: Entering the Twenty-
First Century,” appeared in the Fall 2000 issue of the
Chronicle of the University of California, A Journal of
University History (No. 4). The author, Thomas A. Koster,
explained the present needs of the campus, and the
University’s intention to create a new long-range develop-
ment plan (LRDP). Such basic needs as the continuing
retro-fitting of old buildings for earthquake safety and the
replacement of aging underground utilities would certainly
be addressed, but consideration was being given to the land-
scape of the campus as well. “Several major open areas
are also being studied for redesign, including the upper and
lower plazas west of Sproul Hall, the Mining Circle, and
the quadrangle surrounded by Hertz, Wurster, and Kroeber
halls and the planned Hargrove Music Library.”

When Charles Birnbaum came to speak on cam-
pus last fall, Vonn Marie May, researcher, historian and
cultural resource planner from San Diego, and Noel Vernon,
CGLHS member and head of the Environmental Design
department at Cal Poly in Pomona, were also scheduled to
speak of the work being done on a new campus Land-
scape Heritage Plan. This formed the basis for proposals
made in the LRDP. The grant-funded study documented
several historical designed landscapes on the campus, in-
cluding the Faculty Glade, Campanile Way, the Mining
Circle, and a series of historic bridges over Strawberry
Creek. This report is now being catalogued at the Environ-
mental Design Library at Wurster Hall, UCB, and may be
viewed there shortly.

May and Vernon mentioned aspects of the land-
scape history that have never before appeared in any book
of campus history. The Olmsted, Vaux & Co. study for
laying out the Berkeley neighborhood, including the grounds
of the College of California, was done when Olmsted was
visiting California in 1865. At that time, the school was still
located in Oakland. It wasn’t until 1873 that the first two
buildings at Berkeley (North and South Halls) were fin-
ished and the first class of students began there.

As s too often the case, Olmsted’s plan was never
fully implemented, due to a lack of funds. May and Vernon
displayed the evolution of the campus, starting from
Olmsted’s original siting and his intention of making the view
of the Golden Gate on San Francisco Bay the focal point.
Subsequent designers included William Hammond Hall, Emil
Benard, John Galen Howard, the firm of MacRorie-
McLaren, and Thomas Church. The University actually lost
Olmsted’s plans at some point. On 24 November 1890,
Stanford’s landscape gardener, Thomas H. Douglas, wrote
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to FLO & Company at Brookline. “Professor Bonte, Sec-
retary of the University of California, was here Sunday and
requested me to ask Mr. Olmsted if he had a copy of the
plans he drew for them as they were lost or mislaid. He has
not seen them in ten years.” Apparently the firm complied
with this request or they were later rediscovered, because
the plans are today in the University Archives.

The University’s New Century Plan was officially
announced on April 15th, 2004. Copies of that plan may
be viewed at the downtown branch of the Berkeley Public
Library, the Rockridge branch of the Oakland Public Li-
brary, and the Albany branch of the Alameda County Pub-
lic Library, as well as the reference desk of the campus’s
main library (Doe). Ask for “Draft UC Berkeley 2020
Long Range Development Plan and Chang-Lin Tien
Center for East Asian Studies Environmental Impact
Report.” Or see the report on-line at www.cp.berkeley.edu/
ncp/about/index.html. Keep in mind that this is a deliber-
ately ambitious plan, and that it will not all necessarily be
implemented. The period provided for public comment ex-
tends through June 14th. The final document will be cre-
ated and submitted this fall to the UC Board of Regents for
approval and certification. Then the financing must be found.
Written comments on the EIR should be submitted to Jen-
nifer Lawrence, Facilities Services, 1936 University Av-
enue, Suite 300, UC Berkeley, Berkeley, CA 94720-1380
or emailed to 2020LRDP@cp.berkeley.edu before the June
14th deadline.

Under “Landscape Restoration, Initiative 2.2 we
find that “...the first priority for investment under this initia-
tive should be creek preservation zone 1, [Strawberry
Creek] as defined below. Within this zone, the damaged
areas of the streamcourse should be repaired, and the man-
agement principles described in initiative 2.3 should be fol-

lowed in repair and renewal...” i.e., “replacing invasive ex-
otic plants with native plants, replacing unhealthy plants and
plants at the ends of their natural lives, and preserving and
enhancing the habitat value of the zone.”

One interesting proposal in the plan calls for col-
laboration with the city of Berkeley to renovate the historic
Piedmont Avenue medians. Aside from the axial alignment
of the campus, this avenue seems to be about the only rem-
nant of Olmsted’s plan that ever got built. Olmsted envi-
sioned the avenue as a residential neighborhood with a gen-
tly curving road, houses set well back from the street, and
landscape furnished with trees and shrubs that would en-
hance a sense of privacy and sylvan beauty for the resi-
dents. Today, the grand old homes have mostly been trans-
formed into fraternity and sorority houses, and the road has
become one of the busiest access streets to the campus.

The owners of those properties still in private hands
have formed a Friends of Piedmont Way (Olmsted’s origi-
nal name for the street) group, and are seeking grant money
for a historic study to chart a course for revamping the av-
enue. The group would like to see some areas of pavement
removed, power lines buried, and some of Olmsted’s land-
scaping restored to the wide median strips. An article that
appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle on March 12,
2004, ( “Reseeding the vision of famed landscaper,” by
Patrick Hoge, page BYS), states that the city is working with
the Friends, “and has installed a plaque at [the intersection
of] Bancroft Way describing the street’s history and the
efforts to improve it. Temporary barriers have also been
put up to prevent parking in the grassy medians, which were
becoming rutted mud pits.” The barriers (posts and chains)
will come out after the roadway is lowered, (possibly next
year) resulting in a higher curb that will make it harder to
park in the median.
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Woodside: Green Gables
Those who have been privileged to visit the gardens at Green Gables will be
pleased with this next Garden Conservancy press release:

Green Gables, one of America’s most historically
significant garden and architectural landscapes, will be pro-
tected and preserved in perpetuity under the terms of a
conservation easement announced today (January 12,
2004) by the Garden Conservancy, a national not-for-profit
organization whose mission is to preserve exceptional gar-
dens of North America.

The conservation easement is a gift from the
Fleishhacker family, owners of the 75-acre property in
Woodside, to the Garden Conservancy. It secures the pres-
ervation of this distinguished country refuge, listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and just 30 miles from
downtown San Francisco, by permanently restricting cur-
rent or future owners of Green Gables from subdividing or
further developing the property. It ensures that Green Gables
will remain intact, that no additional homes will be con-
structed on the property, and that the historic gardens, build-
ings, and landscape will be preserved and maintained as a
living example of a masterwork by the great California ar-
chitect of the early 20th century, Charles Sumner Greene.
The property will continue to be owned privately.

Green Gables is the largest, most comprehensive
work of Charles Greene, who, with his brother, Henry, was
aprincipal of the noted southern California architectural firm
of Greene & Greene. The brothers designed the exquisite
Arts & Crafts style residence in Pasadena known as Gamble
House, also a National Historic Landmark and now a mu-
seum.

At Green Gables, working on a commission from
family patriarch Mortimer Fleishhacker, Charles Greene
designed the estate over the course of two decades, begin-
ning in 1911. It is, writes Russell A. Beatty, ASLA and re-
tired professor of the University of California, Berkeley,
“truly a work of art, from the skillful larger planning of the
site, the ingenious design of the house as an English country
house adapted to California’s dry climate, to the creation
of aseries of linked garden areas that relate not only to the
house and the needs of the family, but equally to the larger
regional landscape setting.”

The estate is significant in that it has been owned,
managed, and impeccably maintained by a single family
through three generations. “It’s remarkable that this land-
scape is intact after all this time,” says Garden Conservancy
President Antonia Adezio. “This gift testifies to the
Fleishhacker family’s strong sense of vision and steward-
ship. A piece of history is now protected by this very gen-

erous act.” The Fleishhacker family is well known for its
civic involvement and philanthropic contributions to San
Francisco and northern California.

Speaking for the donors who, in addition to himself
include Mortimer Fleishhacker and Delia F. Ehrlich, David
Fleishhacker said: “My brother and sister and I, like our
parents, our children, and our grandchildren, grew up en-
joying the beauty of a special summer estate. Most similar
properties have been developed, and part of local history
has thereby been lost. This conservation easement provides
assurance that this unique property will be preserved for
future generations of our family and other families in the
Bay Area.”

For more information about the Green Gables ease-
ment or about the Garden Conservancy and its projects,
send an email to info@GardenConservancy.org or call
Conservancy headquarters: 845.265.2029.

Albany: The Gill Tract

“Edward Cooper Gill Nursery, Oakland. Gill (1840-1909)
was orphaned at an early age, and raised in New Jersey by
his grandparents. In his late teens he went to New York,
and worked and trained as a landscape gardener. He ar-
rived in California in September of 1863. He established
his nursery in 1866, and left soon after to return to New
York to marry Mary Bell Brown, who returned with him.
The 1876-1894 Directories locate him on the south side of
28th Street between Market and Adeline. In 1889 he pur-
chased the White and Driver Tract of 110 acres on the
west side of San Pablo Avenue in Berkeley, near Albany
Hill. This became his main growing grounds; he sold roses,
cut flowers and other plants to a number of other nursery-
men; in his Daybook for 1881-83 are transactions with W.
P. Hammon, B. S. Fox, John Sievers, Charles Abraham,
Steve Nolan, John Spence, Louis Stengel, D. Tisch, O. S.
Chapin and Byron Clark. Gill died March 25, 1909; the
nursery business was carried on for a time by his son, John.
His catalogues are in the Bancroft Library of the University
of California, Berkeley; they are currently stored at Rich-
mond, in cartons C-G 266.” —excerpt from Thomas A.
Brown’s “4 List of California Nurseries and Their Cata-
logues, 1850-1900.

Kim Linden is part of a community effort to save
the last piece of Gill land from development. The land cur-
rently belongs to the University of California, and they have
plans to lease the property to a developer that will increase
student housing and add a commercial facility. “We are try-
ing to preserve the land as living history, recreating some of
what Gill and his family had there, and cultivating the last
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open agricultural land in this area as a sustainable urban
model.” The house built by Gill’s son is still on the tract, as
are many of the trees from his nursery. There are also some
glasshouses that may date from the period of his nursery
operations. For further information, see the website,
www.gilltract.com, or call Kim at 510.528.9141.

i, i §iit
Aerial view of Kaiser Roof Garden (www.clr.toronto.edu)

Oakland: Kaiser Roof Garden

Is the Kaiser Roof Garden in danger? The garden was
contructed on the fifth story of a parking garage overlook-
ing Lake Merritt in Oakland. It was designed by Theodore
Osmundson and John Staley, and comprises three and a
half acres, featuring curving walks, a reflecting pool and a
variety of trees and shrubs surrounding spaces of turf. About
six months ago, we overheard part of a conversation that
implied a new and taller building would be going up next to
the Kaiser Center which would overshadow the garden,
reducing its viability, but we’ve since not been able to find
out any other details about this situation. Can anyone ad-
vise us? Contact the Editor at 925.335.9156 or
maggie94553@earthlink.net

Walnut Creek: Ruth Bancroft Garden

The Bancroft Garden has received a $20,000 grant from
the Stanley Horticultural Trust to help it “make the transi-
tion from garden management by a gifted individual to man-
agement by an institution” without loss of its founder’s spirit.
An assistant garden director, a new position to be funded
by the grant, will work with Ruth Bancroft, now in her 90s,
to document her procedures, plant selection criteria, and
guiding compositional principles, and expand research in
ornamental horticulture, garden design, preservation, and

education.” Curator Brian Kemble was appointed.
[Newsletter of The Garden Conservancy, Winter 2004 Vol. 15, No. 1.]

BOOK REVIEWS & NEWS

True Gardens of the Gods: California-Australian En-
vironmental Reform, 1860-1930, by Ian R. Tyrell (Ber-
keley CA: UC Press, 1999) 328 pages, $55.

There is nothing new under the sun. Modern econo-
mists like to believe they invented the concept of the “Pa-
cific Rim” as a trading bloc. Those of us in the garden his-
tory racket know better. Almost as soon as there were an
Australia and a California, vigorous trade developed be-
tween the two. The almost simultaneous gold rushes started
it off, and at that time, it was quicker to go from Australia to
California than from New York to California.

Plants were among the earliest items of trade. In
1865, businessman James Welch (aka Welsh) brought a
shipload of Australian trees into San Francisco and auc-
tioned them off at the wharf. Just as merchandise was ex-
changed, so were theories and ideas. Ian Tyrell, a profes-
sor of history at the University of New South Wales in
Sydney, has written a very densely argued and compelling
book about the resonances in environmental thinking be-
tween the two places.

The dominant myth in developing California was
that of the “garden.” Nature alone was all very well in its
way, but in the late 19th century, “nature improved” was
much better. The notion of “Eden” and the garden drove
the thinking. Nowhere was this so clear as in the long pe-
riod during which irrigation promised to cure all the social
ills that already afflicted California. Idealists such as Henry
George touted the Jeffersonian theory of sturdy yeoman
farmers (read horticulturist/fruit farmers) firmly established
in their own small plots, knitting rural communities together.

Australia had even larger deserts and the “bush” to
contend with. Settlements were farther apart and sparser.
Trees were seen as the answer to chronic shortages of water.
They would anchor the soil, and prevent run off and flood-
ing during rainy seasons. Water could be conserved and
kept tidily for future use.

All these enlightened and utopian notions foundered
on the harsh reality of frontier business practices. The laws
of unintended consequences resulting from California land
speculation were particularly harsh. Rather than charming
small country towns coming into being, the speculation led
to larger and larger agribusiness operations, which persist
to this day. State historian Kevin Starr has said “California
beckoned, gleaming with promise, but dripping with blood.”
Even without the murder and rapine which accompanied
the formation of the state, California horticulture suffered
from the naivete of early legislators.

In Australia, the enthusiasts also supposed that irri-
gation, controlled at a local level, would keep small farms
in business and create a “manufactured” garden landscape.
They copied California’s technical methods, with all their
complexity.

Some of the earliest systems were too effective.
One rancher complained that irrigating his land led to an
infestation of snails. In Pasadena, Shorb and Titus both used
iron ;c)lipes to irrigate their vineyards. The iron eventually
rusted.
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Australian experts consulted William Hammond
Hall, in his incarnation as California’s state engineer. Hall
devoted almost all his time on preparing amonumental trea-
tise on the history of hydrology from Greek times on, and
thereby incurred the wrath of the state’s government, who
wanted him to do much more down to earth engineering.
[In fact, there was method to Hall’s madness. The ancient
Romans long ago forgot more than modern men ever knew
about irrigation systems and the transporting of water over
long distances and difficult terrain. Much of what they knew
is still relevent today.] The state of Victoria sent its ministers
to examine California’s systems at first hand. In return, Henry
George went to Australia to preach land reform. None of
these people had any idea that improper irrigation could
damage the soil when excessive amounts of harmful miner-
als, etc. were added along with the water. Soil that was
alkaline to begin with could become more so, to the point
where nothing would grow in it. Again, though this had been
found out in ancient times, when arable land was destroyed
in the Middle East, for example, “modern” men had forgot-
ten the information.

Tyrell is exceedingly thorough. He brings the nar-
rative almost up to the present by examining the rise of eco-
nomic entomology, a science in which Californians excelled.
[One of the earliest attempts at biological control of plant
pests was probably the importation of the Vedalia or Aus-
tralian lady beetle in the 1880s, to fight the cottony-cushion
scale that came to us through the importation of acacia and
threatened our burgeoning citrus industry.] After Rachel
Carson had shown the devastation caused by widespread
use of pesticides, the idea of biological control began to be
much more widely considered.

This book is to savor, to read slowly, and think
about each section, as the author intended. The similarities
and differences between the arid regions of Australia and
California remain fascinating.

—Judith M. Taylor, MD, copyright April 2004

Ornamental Trees of San Diego: Mediterranean Cli-
mate Trees for the Garden, by Steve Brigham, photos
by Don Walker. (San Diego: SD Hort. Society, 2003), 136
pages, $34.95 plus $5 s&h if ordered directly for SDHS.
Send a check to Book Order, PO Box 231869, Encinitas
CA 92023-1869. This is a collaborative effort between the
SDHS and the SD Natural History Museum. Brigham and
Walker are co-founders of the wildly successful SDHS.

Excerpt from Dick Turner’s review in Pacific Horticul-
ture: This full-color book, featuring 230 kinds of trees in
the greater San Diego area...is a valuable resource...delightful
and informative. The book follows a format used for an
earlier and similar book (now out of print), whereby loca-
tions of the trees photographed are provided, so that one
may go and experience the full effect of the tree in person,
a great aid for the potential buyer. A three-page chart pro-
vides information about bloom-time and color. Don Walker
will lecture on June 10th at the SoCal Hort. Society meet-
ing. Call 818.565.1496.

William K. Stout Publishing is reissuing CGLHS member
Professor Marc Treib’s Thomas Church, Landscape
Architect: Designing a Modern California Landscape.
It is expected to be in the bookstores by June. Copies of
the original edition (Monacelli, 2001) are not readily avail-
able. 250 pages, $75, ISBN: 0970973152. See more about
Marc Treib’s publications elsewhere in this issue.

Terence Young’s new book, Building San Francisco’s
Parks, 1850-1930 (Baltimore MD: Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Press, 2004) is now available. We will have a re-
view for you in our next issue.

The Sea Ranch, by Donlyn Lyndon, Professor of Archi-
tecture at UCB, with essays by Donald Canti and Lawrence
Halprin; photographs by Jim Alinder, (N'Y: Princeton Ar-
chitectural Press, 2004) 304 pages, $65. Granted, most of
the book is about buildings, but there is a chapter on “Man-
aging the Landscape.”

The Trees of San Francisco, Mike Sullivan, (Rohnert
Park CA: Pomegranate Press, 2004) 159 pages, softcover,
$19.95. Color photographs of trees in sifu. About the same
format as other recent tree books.

Other Books of Possible Interest

Isaiah West Taber: A Photographic Legacy, 1870-1900,
another historic gem from Wayne and Linda Bonnett of
Windgate Press in Sausalito, introduction by Gary Kurutz,
casebound, 168 pages, $45. “Here for the first time in book
form are over 200 images selected from private collections
and libraries, a long-overdue tribute to a master of photog-
raphy who showed the Golden State to the world.” Taber’s
studio was in San Francisco, and all his photo negatives
were lost in the 1906 earthquake and fire. Included are
some views of garden landscapes.

Fletcher Steele, Landscape Architect: An Account of
the Gardenmaker’s Life, 1885-1971 by Robin Karson,
321pages, 268 b&w illustrations, 12 color plates, $34.95.
Available at local bookstores or directly from University of
Massachusetts Press. Visit the website, www.umass.edu/
umpress, or call toll-free 800.537.5487. The author is a
past member of CGLHS, and Executive Director of the
Library of American Landscape History. This is a revised
and expanded edition of the first publication, which won an
ASLA Honor Award in Communications, and was chosen
as one of the “75 Great Garden Books” by the American
Horticultural Society.

CD-ROM: “Columbus Park: The Prairie Idealized”
is an interactive CD focusing on the masterwork of land-
scape architect Jens Jensen, the first in a series dedicated
to increasing awareness of America’s irreplaceable cultural
landscapes. Produced by The Cultural Landscape Foun-
dation, whose motto is “Cultural Landscapes As Class
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rooms,” it is to be followed by CD-ROMS on the Olmsteds
in Louisville and Modern Garden Icons. Each includes an
interactive map, audio narration, and archives. To order,
call 202.483.0553, or see the website: www.tclf.org. The
price is $24.95 for each CD.

Historische Garten Osterreichs (Historical Gardens
of Austria), by Eva Berger, 1980 pages in three hard-
cover volumes, 2003, EUR 207.00. Single volumes are
available at EUR 89.00 each. Contact: Koeltz Scientific
Books, PO Box 1360, D61453, Koenigstein, Germany.
Int’l phone: 49 6174 93720. Int’1 Fax: 49 6174 937240.
Email: koeltz@t-online.de. Website: www.koeltz.com.

This book is advertised as a complete inventory of
historical gardens in Austria, from the Renaissance up to
1930. Volume I covers Niederosterreich and Burgenland.
Volume II: Oberosterreich, Salzburg, Vorarlberg, Karnten,
Steiermark, und Tirol. Volume III: Wien. These volumes
are the result of a longterm research project, which started
in 1984. The aim was to establish an inventory of all public
and private parks, gardens and artificially-created land-
scapes in Austria over this period. More than 1750 extant
historical gardens and parks have been checked in loco
and have been described in these volumes. Please note that
this publication is in the German language.

Last fall’s edition of Views, the Library of American Land-
scape History newsletter, advised us that an index for Pio-
neers of American Landscape Design would be forth-
coming in the near future on their website. We’ve looked
several times, but the project must have encountered a de-
lay. We’ll keep checking. To become a member of LALH,
send $35 to LALH, P. O. Box 1323, e
Amberst, MA 01004-1323. Website:
www.lahl.org. All members receive a §
30% discount on LALH books distrib-
uted by UMass Press.

The Anderson Horticultural Library has
issued anew 2004 edition of their valu-
able reference book, Source List of
Plants and Seeds. It includes some
90,000 plants, all keyed to 700 US mail
order sources. Unfortunately, Scott
Kunst of Old House Gardens
(www.oldhousegardens.com) has dis-
covered that the book is already about
four years out of date. The reason?
There are only two staff members avail-
able to input data from the catalogs they
receive, and they simply cannot keep

up. They’re just getting around to replacing the 2000 cata-
logs with their 2004 counterparts. The by-subscription
website is apparently equally behind, a sad state of affairs
for gardeners everywhere, but this reference book is still
better than anything else currently available. To buy a copy
of the book, send a check or money order for $39.95 (post-
paid) payable to the Anderson Horticultural Library, Min-
nesota Landscape Arboretum, 3675 Arboretum Drive,
Chaska, MN 55318. (The Canadian and outside US price
is $42.25 in US funds.) To subscribe to the on-line service,
see the website: www.arboretum.umn.eduw/library/pubs.htm
and follow directions from there. The price is the same,
though paid yearly, and the institutional/commercial rate is
$59.95 per year.

Two “books” of postcards —in this case, postcards you
may choose to keep or tear out and mail to friends — were
recently found at a local bookstore. One contains 30 dif-
ferent cards of color illustrated seed catalog covers. The
other offers 30 cards of photos taken at the 1939-1940
Treasure Island Exposition. A couple of drawbacks: both
sets of cards are outsized and will require more postage
than regulation-sized cards, and too many of the Treasure
Island photos were taken at night, precluding any view of
the landscape. The catalog cards come from teNeues Pub-
lishing Company, 16 West 22nd Street, New York, NY
10010. Phone: 800.352.0305. Website: www.teneues.com.
The TI cards are courtesy of Underwood Photo Archives,
Inc. in San Francisco, and the publisher is Pomegranate
Communications, Inc., Box 6099, Rohnert Park CA 94927.
Each is priced at about $10.

Court of Reflections at Treasure Island - pool surrounded by California poppies
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EVENTS PAST

We asked Jill Singleton to give us a brief precis of events at the Alliance for
Historic Landscape Preservation conference in Sonoma last week:

Nicholas Weeks, retired landscape architect of
Sonoma, was our excellent host. Most of the conference
was at nearby Westerbeke Ranch. One could go just for
the food and roses, but two days of hearing papers by land-
scape historians made the trip even more worthwhile. The
speakers ranged from masters students documenting stone
walls and parks to contract work underway documenting
military road landscapes in Marin, archaeological work ina
stroll garden in Japan, John Roberts’ estate work in Palo
Alto, and Gray Brechin’s smooth presentation of San Fran-
cisco Bay landscapes that never happened. A wonderful
two hours were spent at the Donnell garden to honor the
work of Tommy Church; the sun came out as if it always
shines at that favored spot. The conference wrapped up
with a magical day visiting some of the oldest wineries;
spending the afternoon at the Donum Estate (not usually
open to the public) in the rolling Carneros appellation, com-
plete with the best wine tasted anywhere, herds of sheep,
and sheepdogs too. Take a look at the website:
www.donumestate.com.

COMING EVENTS

MAY brings us the last of the spring plant sales.
In SoCal: May 1&2 - San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden; May 16 -
Huntington Botanical Gardens.

In NorCal: April 30 & May 1: Strybing Arboretum, May 1&2: UC
Santa Cruz; May3 - Merritt College; May 7-9 - Cabrillo College;
May 18 - Delta Informal Gardeners; May 22 - Diablo College and
UC Davis. Pick up a copy of Pacific Horticulture for full details.

Even more frequent in May are the
garden tours. A few other events are
tucked in amongst them here.

April 10 kicked off the Garden
Conservancy’s annual Open
Days in California. Tours continue
through early June, with one date in
the fall. The Conservancy’s decision
to try a smaller regional directory
for the West was so successful last
year that it has been offered again
this year. Look for it at local bo-
tanical garden giftshops or write to
The Garden Conservancy, PO Box
219, Cold Spring, NY 10516.
Phone: 845.265.2029. Individual
membership: $35, (quarterly news-

lltustration by Bob Bates

letter). Open Days Directory, National Edition $15.45; Re-
gional edition\West: $6.95; Garden admission coupon
booklet (6 per each) $15.00.

Open Garden dates for California:

May 8: Lafayette, Orinda, Contra Costa County; Brentwood, Santa
Monica, West LA and Westwood, LA County; El Cajon, La Mesa,
Lemon Grove, San Diego County.

May 15: Berkeley, Oakland, Piedmont, Alameda County; Encinitas,
Leucadia, Olivenhain, San Diego County.

May 16: Arcadia, Pasadena, San Marino, LA County; Atherton,
Woodside, San Mateo County.

May 23: San Francisco

June 6: Ross, Tiburon, Marin County

September 19: Mill Valley, Muir Beach, Marin County

May 1: 10th Annual Venice Gardens Tour, self-guided
walking tour of private gardens, 10-5, benefits Neighbor-
hood Youth Assn. Tickets $50. Call 310.577.6668 or visit
www.venicegardentour.org.

May 2: Betsy Clebsch will lecture on salvias and there
will also be a book sale and signing, from 1-4 pm, at UC
Berkeley Botanic Gardens. Fee is $30 ($25 for garden
members). Call 510.643.2755 to register.

May 2-16: Santa Barbara Preservation Days. Guided
tours of Casa del Herrero (house and gardens) will be held
on May 7th at 10 and 2. Reservations are $10. Call
805.565.5653. The Pearl Chase Society’s Historic Homes
Tour will be held on May 16, fee $50. Call 805.961.3938.
See the Pear] Chase website: www.pearlchase.org. While
none are historic gardens, three were at least worth a men-
tion in the brochure. The tour ends with lemonade and cook-
ies served in the beautiful grounds of the El Encanto Hotel.
There are both Craftsman and Spanish Colonial Revival
style guest cottages on the grounds.

El Encanto Hotel
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The Gardén - An exhibition at the UC Berkeley Art Museum, 2626 Bancroft Way, Berkeley, through
July 3, 2004

The Gardenis a small and elegant exhibit at the UC Berkeley Art Museum. It focuses on Buddhist art and its visual
parallels in Western art. In Buddhist thought the Land of Bliss is a garden, hence the title of the exhibit. All of the items
are from the Museum’s permanent collections. The curatorial statement emphasizes visual metaphors and thyming
objects in the juxtaposition of East and West.

The Buddhist images include a Chinese landscape painting, “Waterfall on Mount Lu,” from the 17th century,
an 1820s wood block print of Japanese plum blossoms, Indian miniatures and flower drawings, a Tibetan illustrated
text on monastic arts and sciences showing the Buddha climbing a tree, and a large 14th century Japanese scroll
showing the entry of Buddha into Nirvana, the Land of Bliss. An Indian painting of a sparrow from the late 17th
century suggests the little birds voicing the Buddha’s teachings and praising the Buddha’s virtues in the wondrous
land.

A parallel western image, such as Imogen Cunningham’s photograph, “Tower of Jewels,” a detail of a
magnolia blossom, has an eerie resemblance to the Buddha’s head. A watercolor of a sky, by Geoffry Hendricks
from 1983 reflects the Chinese clouds on a large ceramic bowl recovered from a shipwreck in modern Vietnam. G.
B. Tiepolo’s “Flying Female Figure” from 1739-40 suggests the celestial aspirations of Western gardens. The “Gar-
den Series Album Cover” by Joan Miro provides a burst of inspiration.

The theme of The Garden might also be described as visions of paradise. These images of paradise have
always been the inspiration for gardens in both Eastern and Western cultures. The exhibit consciously addresses
each of the five senses. The antique mirror back with Leda and the Swan exemplifies both reflection and sight. The
water falling from the sacred Mount Lu and the birds remind the viewer of sound. The fruits represent taste. The
virtual smell of flowers drifts throughout the exhibit. The textures of the Buddha’s heads invite the sense of touch. The
cycle of the year, the four seasons, is represented with spring blossoms, fruits of summer, the autumn hunt, and winter
clouds. The four elements, earth, air, fire and water, are also evident.

Coincidentally, 7urning Corners, in an adjacent gallery at the Berkeley Art Museum, includes several paint-
ings, which heighten the experience of The Garden. Of particular note is a view of Providence, Rhode Island from
1820-30, bringing to mind that the New England town was often envisioned as heaven on earth. Other powerful
landscape paintings in this gallery include Albert Bierstadt’s “Yosemite in Winter” (1872) and “Niagara Falls” (1869)
and M. J. Heade’s “Orchid and Hummingbird” (c. 1885).

—Margaretta J. Darnall

Each object in The Garden is exquisite in itself. Together, they invite contemplation and speculation. The
elements of gardens are all here, waiting to be reassembled in a multitude of ways.

[The Museum is open Wednesday through Sunday from 11-5, except on Thursdays until 7pm. The Cafe Muse is open until 3pm,
except on Thursdays until 7pm. Phone: 510.642.0808. Website: www.bampfa.berkeley.edu/exhibits/garden/content/html.

May 6-8: Smithsonian Botanical Symposium 2004, in
collaboration with Dumbarton Oaks and the US Botanic
Garden. “Botanical Progress, Horticultural Innovations and
Cultural Changes.” This joint symposium will explore how
major developments in botany and horticulture impacted
gardens, gardening, landscaping and science; how these
disciplines depended upon ongoing social and cultural
changes; and, more importantly, how botany and horticul-
ture contributed to larger changes in social and cultural prac-
tices. Technically, the registration deadline was April 15th,
but we suggest you try calling anyway if you really want to
go. Phone: 202.339.6460 or email landscape@doaks.org.
Website: www.doaks.org/GLS2004Sym.html.

May 7-8: Southern Garden History Society’s 22nd An-
nual Meeting, at New Orleans, Louisiana. This year’s
theme is “Native Plants and Creole Gardens.” See the

website, www.southerngardenhistory.org/meetings.htm. Or
write to SGHS care of Old Salem Inc., Drawer F, Salem
Station, Winston-Salem, NC 27108-0346. Email Sally
Reese at skrnona@cox.net.

May 8: “Bay Area Back Yards - Secret Garden Tour
of Sea-Cliff” Sponsored by the Victorian Alliance, a non-
profitarchitectural preservation organization, the tour pro-
vides a stroll through some of San Francisco’s finest pri-
vate gardens in Sea-Cliff, atop Baker Beach, with unique
views of the Golden Gate. Music and light refreshments
included. The tour begins at #4 Sea-Cliff Avenue. Hours:
12-3. Tickets are $15 until May 1, $20 thereafter. Call
415.673.5057.

May 16: Niles Open Gardens Tour, featuring 12 unique
(eclectic rather than expensive) Niles (Fremont) gardens
as a feature of the 11th Annual Wildflower and Art Festival
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in downtown historic Niles. Tour hours are 10-3. For ad-
vance ticket sales ($12), call 510.792.0118. To buy on the
day, you pay $15. Website: www.niles.org.

May 16: Highland Park & Pasadena “Museums of the
Arroyo Day”, ajoint program of five museum’s exhibits
displaying the architectural and cultural history of the Ar-
royo Seco region. The Lummis House and Gardens will be
open in Highland Park. For details, contact the Pasadena
Museum of History, 626.577.1660 or see the website:
www.pasadenahistory.org.

May 16: Gardens of Vintage Vallejo, tour and tea, hours
10-5, benefits Vallejo Naval & Historical Museum, advance
tickets $15. Call 707.643.0077.

May 22: The Cooper Historic Garden, part of the
Monterey State Historic Park, 525 Polk Street, will hold
its annual plant sale of divisions, cuttings, seedlings, (including
rare roses) of plants that grow in the 2-acre recreated pe-
riod garden of 1860. Admission is free. Contact CGLHS
and Heritage Roses Group member Francis Grate,
831.372.6410 for further information.

May 22: “A Sense of Place,” a self-drive tour of six gar-
dens on Pt. Reyes peninsula, sponsored by Inverness
Garden Club, hours 10-4, $30, advance reservations rec-
ommended. Call 415.364.1464 or visit the website:
www.invernessgardens.org.

May 22: Anderson Valley Historical Museum Garden
Tour, self-drive, six private gardens, hours 10-4, advance
ticket sale required, $30. Call 707.895.3333.

May 23: “Gardens of Garden Street.” Stroll behind the
hedges and through the gates to visit estate gardens, secret
gardens, and whimsical gardens along historic Garden Street
in Santa Barbara. Some of these gardens appeared on the
HGTV series “Dream Drives™ and will be open to the pub-
lic for the first time. A Keepsake Booklet featuring draw-
ings and garden history is included in the ticket price, which
will benefit educational and cultural activities for Roosevelt
School students. The school’s PTA organized this event.
There will be live music at several locations, plein-air artists
will be at work, orchids and proteas will be for sale, and a
silent auction will feature paintings by the artists and
handcrafted items created by the school children. For ad-
vance ticket sales ($25)($50 for the tour plus the cham-
pagne reception), call 805.563.2062 x 207. Tickets pur-
chased on the day (tour only) will be $35, and sold only at
2311 Garden Street and 2010 Garden Street. No children
under 10 please. The PTA is a non-profit 501(c)3 organi-
zation. A portion of each ticket is tax-deductible.

June 5: Cactus Caper - a celebration of the new cactus
garden at Ganna Walska Lotusland, 2-6pm. Admis-
sion $50, pre-registration required. Call 805.969.9990

June 18: 3rd Annual Arts & Crafts Great California
Conference at the Disney Grand California Hotel. It was
not possible to tell from the website whether there would
be anything of interest to gardeners in this show. Contact
producer Penelope Cloutier at 949.494.9499 or
penelope@artsandcrafts-grand.com. The website may im-
prove at a later date: www.artsandcrafts-grand.com.

June 19: Opening Day for the new Helen & Peter Bing
Children’s Garden at the Huntington Botanical Gar-
dens. Phone: 626.405.2100. Website: www.huntington.org.
Admission: $12.50.

August 27-28: The 4th Biennial Historic Plant Sympo-
sium at Monticello, sponsored by the Thomas Jefferson
Center for Historic Plants, “Early American Nurseries and
Nurserymen.” Noted garden and horticultural historians
Elizabeth McLean (Philadelphia), Therese O’Malley (Na-
tional Gallery of Art), Robert Cox (American Philosophical
Society), Chuck Wade (former director Queens Botanic
Garden), and Denise Adams (garden consultant and author
of Restoring American Gardens, An Encyclopedia of
Heirloom Ornamental Plants, 1650-1940) will discuss
the Bartrams, the Prince and Parson family nurseries, Ber-
nard McMahon, David Landreth, Andre Parmentier, and
others. This year’s sessions will take place at the new
Jefferson Library. Contact Peggy Cornett. Phone:
434.984.9816. Email: pcorett@monticello.org. Or visit the
website: www.monticello.org.

(. : : : )
November 5-7: “The Empire That Citrus Built: Land-
scape H1story of Old San Bernardino County” is the
theme of'this year’s CGLHS
Annual Conference, to be
held in Riverside. See the ar-
ticle elsewhere in this issue
for more details. Since the
conference is some months
away, we will not mail out
registration packets until the
Summer issue in June, but
please reserve this date now,
as we have a wonderful
schedule of events planned

for you.
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