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There is something really NEW in tile. 

It's Ceratile-a real clay tile with a 

soft, fabric -like texture in tones, shades and 

hues never before possible in ceramic tile. 

The 34 current designs are your newest means of 

giving new life and beauty to bathrooms, kitchens, 

foyers, playrooms and decorative areas, or any 

other place you dasire. In fact, the only thing 

• 

old about Ceratile is its 

wonderful practicability. 

The beauty treatment you 

prescribe for today's and 

tomorrow's homes will en

dure for generations. 

for 

treatment 

This tile is CORAL 
In 41A" or 6" tiles 

\ 
This is BUTTER PRINT 
In .41,4 " tiles only 

What you see here only approximates the true beauty and color of 

Ceratile. Until you can see the real thing, write for address of Ceratile 

dealer nearest you, and for full-color brochure showing 34 patterns of 

Ceratile available for immediate delivery. Custom patterns, to your order, 

also available as production schedules permit. Ceratile can be frostproofed 

for exterior use in freezing climates. Address requests to Dept. H H-2 . 

THE CAMBRIDGE TILE MFG. CO. 
Authorized Distributors of Ceratile 

P. 0. Box 71, Cincinnati 15, Ohio 

WEST COAST OFFICES • The Cambridge Tile Mfg. Co., 470 Alabama Street, San Francisco 10, California 

• The Cambridge Tile Mfg , Co., 1335 South LaBrea, Los Angeles 19, California 
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the H©LE at the top,. 

4~1dttt~ S~;~ ~ 
I I ... when he wanted fresh air and light he went 

! outside. If he wanted warmth, he closed the flap 

and built a fire to back the cold up out of the 

hole. For primitive living, that was plenty. 

50 YEARS LATER CHICAGOANS had a better i dea ... 

. . . and rebuilding after the "big fire," they established a new architectura l · ··:.·· 

trend in windows . These windows were bigger, mult iple-paned, and let in 

more light .. . but, they had drawbacks: they were costly, provided little 

ventilation because they weren 't made to open properly; heat loss and 

upkeep were terrific ! 

Ludman Engineering and Planning i 
Service is available lo Architects 

for any job, large or small. 

UDMAN LE ADS T H E W 0 R L D • • 
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NEWS 

What can building expect from the new Congress? 
Would the Republican -con troll ed Congress 

take the privat~ building industry's almost 

unanimous adv)ce, kill rent controls and 
public housin g at this session? 

As Congress got down to work, it ap
peared that an) l~ody who was counting on 
sudden death ~ or the two controversial 

programs wouli be in for a surprise. One 
reason was th make-up of the Senate 
bankin g and urrency committee-tradi
tionall y the m~n who influence housing 

laws mos t. J 

Toss-up decis Jons. Although Committee 
Chairman Homer R. Capehart (R, Ind.) 

has voted agai115t both pub li e housing and 
rent control , S~n. Irving Ives (R, N. Y.) , 

a consis tent sf ~ppo r ter of both , became 
chairman of th subcommittee on housing 
and rent co nlr 1 whi ch has first crack at 
housing laws. ves was like! y to become 
the deciding vo te on such ques tions. The 
three other Ref ublican subcommitteemen, 

Sens. Wallace r Bennett of U tah, Barry 

Goldwater of Arizona and J. Glenn Bea ll of 
Maryland, were regarded as opposed to 
public housing. But they were offset by 
Democrats Burnet Maybank of So uth 
Carolina, Paul Douglas of Illinois and 
John J. Sparkman of Alabama. All three 
have supp orted public housing and rent 
control, al though Maybank sometimes carps 
at its never ending nature (see p. 41). In 
the full committee (split eight Republicans 
to seven Democrats) the vote of Ives might 
be offset by that of Sen. A. Willis Robert
son (D , Va. ) , who usually opposes public 
housing. But in the Senate itself, public 
housing backers were confident of enough 
votes to keep their program about where it 
li es . The National Housing Conference, for 
instance, classified the upper chamber " on 
the basis of the record ," as 48 for pub lie 
housing, 28 against and 20 doubtful. 

New faces. On both the Senate and 
House banking committees were many new 
faces (see cuts ) - men that architects, 

Snags over choosing a new HHFAdmin

istrator lead lkemen to keep Ray Foley 

on the job, probably temporar i ly. 

(pp. 104-105) 

builders and real tors with convictions about 
housing legislation would want to know 
and cultivate. As had been expected under 
the time-honored seniority system, rotund 
Jesse P. Wolcott ( R, Mich. ), a practical 
conservative with a Aare for untan gling 
knotty finance and economic problems, 
emerged as chairman of the House bank
ing committee. Added to his committee 
were seven Republicans regarded as or tho-
dox on government housing and lending 
policies, and a lone Democrat. This brought 
the roster up to 29 members-two more 
than in the last Congress . The three-man 
margin for the Republicans (the same the 
Democrats had wangled) was more ap
parent than real, observers felt. I t included 
Merlin Hull of Wisconsin, one of the last 

NEW FACES IN THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES IN CHARGE OF MAJOR HOUSING LEGISLATION 
' Se_nate l House 
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JAMES GLENN BEALL (R , WESLEY A. D'EWART (R , 
Md.) , 58, opposed public Mont.) , 63, voted to cut pub-

hous in g (except one House lie housing to 5,000 units last 

vote last year before running year . A stockman and farmer, 

for Senate) , ear li er was in 

real estate and in surance. 

he served in legislature be

fore '45 e lection to Congress. 

FREDERICK G. PAYNE (R , WILLIAM E. McVEY (R , Ill.), 
Maine), i.s 54-yr.-old fresh- 67, opposed pub l ic housing 

man who just completed four since elect i on to Congress in 

years as his state ' s Gover- 1950. He i s former school 

nor, has no record of partic. executive and professor of 

ular housing views. educat ion , P hi Beta Kappa. 

PRESCOTT BUSH (R, Conn.) , CHARLES G. OAKMAN (R , 

57 , first termer, was partner Mich.), 50 , first termer , was 

in Brown Brothers Harriman , head of Oakman-Bayliss 

private bankers, resigned as Realty Co. before entering 

director of CBS and Pru- po litics as executive secre-

dential Insurance Co. tary to late Detroit Mayor. 

BARRY GOLDWATER (R , DOUGLAS R. STRINGFELLOW 
Ariz.) , 44, opposes public (R, Utah), 30, is a disabled 

housing, wage , price and oth- veteran who served with OSS 

er controls . A popular de- behind German l ines, Ogden 

partment store owner dubbed radio announcer. His housing 

"Mr. Arizona," he was on v ie ws are not recorded . 

Phoenix city council. 

HERBERT H. LEHMAN (D , NY) , 

74, is staunch pub lic housing 

supporter, the same as his 

Republican NY co-Senator 

Irving M. Ives, already on 

banking-currency committee. 

BARRATT O'HARA (D, Ill . ), 

rejoins ba n king committee 

after missing a term by 1950 

defeat, has said he "would 

rather lose than be real 

estate lobby stooge . " 

Harri s & E win g 

Ruut 

Drapkin 

fl elenc -Cu ve rt. S t ud iu 

Au trey 

Chase P!into 

;h sucio tcd Pre.ss 

Un i/I'd Press 

S tuurt A. We ine r 

WALTER MANN MUMMA (R, 
Penn . ) , 62, opposed cutting 

public housing to 5,000 units 

last year , has engaged in 

construction and builders 

supplies business since ·1916. 

D. BAILEY MERRILL (R , Ind.), 

41 , first termer, was Evans

ville attorney, World War II 

veteran. His views on hous

ing problems and rent control 

have not been indicated . 

EDGAR W. HIESTAND (R , 
Calif.) , 64 , a freshman in 

Congress , has had merchan

dising career, managing Sears 

Roebuck stores in At lanta , 

Mobile and Los Angeles. 

MYRON V. GEORGE (R, 
Kan . ) , 53 , voted for public 

housing cut-back last year, 

was state highway commis

sion executive until resigna

tion to run for Congress . 
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holdovers of the Progressive party. On 
issues like p ublic housing he usually lines 
up with the Democrats. 

There was little doubt that the new con
gressional hierarchy intended to make short 
shrift of controls once it was squared away 
with the White House. The only real ques
tion was in the matter of timin g. Chair
man Wolco tt wanted to let price and wage 
control die April 30. On rent control in 
noncritical areas, which also expires April 
30, he was more cauti ous, was s ti 11 con
sidering a limited reprieve. His Senate 
confrere, Chairman Capehart, favored a 
staggered system of taking off controls. As 
Capehart saw it, there might be a standby 
need for all three economic controls for 
some time. To such plans " to stockpil e 
bureaucrats," Chairman Wolcott had this 
answer: "Congress has the know-how to 
put controls on again in a jiffy, if the need 

. " anses. 
Neither banking committee chairman was 

ready to get down to cases about a possible 
extens ion of materials a l locat ion powers 
and the defense housing program, both of 

which are due to end June 30 Rent control 
in critical areas will end Apjri l 30. Senti
ment among ranking Republican members 
of both Committees indicated that all 
these programs may be given a limited 
continuance. Both Capehart! and Wolcott 
were annoyed at how critical -area rent 
control was being rammed dolv n the throats 
of communities that did not wa nt it (H&H, 
Nov. '52. News). Both chairmen shook 
reproving fingers at the Office of Rent 
Stabi lization, announced an inqui ry. 

Direct loan puzzle. One face t of the 
controversy over VA and FHA interest 
rates (see p. 104) that had both Congress 
and the administrative ager1cies stumped, 
involved direct VA home loans. VA has 
no legal discretion to a lter the 4 /{ inter
est. It would be in consisten t, argued of
fi cia ls, to raise the VA rate to 41/i_ or 4112 % 
for borrowing through commercial lenders 
but continue to grant direct 4 % loans. 
The direct loan program expires June 30. 
Congress could give it an interes t boost 
sooner. But both the majority and minor-

ity leaders of Lhe House vet rans commit
tee introduced measures ex ending it ex
actly as is for two years. 

One bill still a gleam in he eyes of its 
intended sponsor would et nerves of 
builders and lenders on edg . Representa
tive Rains (D, Ala .) who c airmaned the 
House banking subcommitt e last session 
that in vestigated shoddy co struction un
der the FHA and VA prog ·ams, has an
nounced that he will soo have a bill 
drafted requiring a bui lder ' warranty on 
government backed loans. ep. Clare E. 
Hoffman (R, Mich.) , cha rman of the 
House committee on expen itures in the 
executive department, intr duced a bi ll 
shiftin g the VA home loan 1program over 
to the FHA, a transfer th t would find 
strong backing from many homebuilders. 

Among non-controversia bill s being 
groomed for early action w s one to give 
FHA's Title I repa ir and modernization 
loans a $500 million sho t i the arm. Ex
pectable bi ll s upping FHA' Title II and 
Titl e IX insurance ceiling f ced little op
positi on , either . 

Truman budget would boost FHA, public hou • 1ng 
Truman 's $78 bi lli on parting budget blue
printed record spending for federal con
struction . It continued most of the govern
ment's freewheeling in housing. But if any 
buildin g men thought the Eisenhower ad
ministration was going to junk it and send 
Congress its own detai led spending plans, 
Budget Di rector Joseph Dodge cut off their 
dream at the pockets. The most the new 
team could do wou ld be to offer changes 
piecemeal to Congress. So far , there was 
no indication that housing and construction 
stood very high on the li st for revisions. 

In truth, few bui lding men wanted a 
retrenchment ax wie lded on buildin g ex
penditures. Most of them welcomed such 
proposals as a $1.5 billion hike in FHA's 
mortgage insurance ce iling for Title II and 
IX, a $500 mil lion expansion of the ceiling 
for FHA Title I modernization loans, and 
increases for government civil and military 
construction. 

For FHA: quarter of income. Although 
FHA has always paid its own way, it must 
get annual permission to use part of its 
fees and insurance premiums to pay ad
ministrative expenses. The budget asked 
Congress to restore FHA's privilege of us
ing up to 35% of coll ections to defray 
the costs of its fie ld offices and the sec
tion of its Washington headquarters offic e 
handling claims, without formal approval 
each year. This wou ld merely be borrow-
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ing a page from any well- run private insur
ance company. Actuall y, casualty insurance 
companies, which are said most nearly to 
resemble FHA, have used an average of 
42 % of income for c•perating expenses in 
the postwar years. The FHA, ~eeking only 
to offset field expenses against receipts for 
the new fiscal year, planned to use only 
25 %, or $27,050,000. 

For Washington administrative expenses, 
FHA asked $5.9 million . Its allotment for 
the present fiscal year was $4.9 million. 

For BLS: $95,000 more. Equally popu
lar with the industry wou ld be restoration 
of ELS ' building statistics reports. Previ-

c I . I I • l I ous ongresses gave t 11s essenlla pu se-
taking so little money ELS was forced to 
gamble with accuracy in estimating hous
ing starts in areas which do not issue build
ing permits. ELS was slated to receive a 
$95,000 increase for its housing and public 
construction fact finding, giving the bureau 
$329,530 for fisca l 1954 compared to 
$277,528 for 1953. 

Some of Truman 's requests seemed 
headed for the Congressional guill otine . 
One was $100 million for temporary gov
ernment-built housi ng in remote mi litary 
and defense areas. The $12% million asked 
for the defense public housing for the rest 
of this fiscal year stood a better chance, 
though some trimming was expected. For 
the Office of HHF Administrator, Truman 

asked $4,550,000, a reducti n of $56,000 
from 1952-3. For housing research, con
ducted through grants to co leges and pri 
vate institution s, the outgoin regime asked 
a sizable increase- $950,000 against $528, -
000 in the last appropriati n bill. If pri 
vate industry preva il ed, C ngress would 
whack that sharply, too. 

For public housing: surplus? As might 
be expected, Truman 's fuz~~{est accounting 
involved public housin g. ~he budget as
serted there would be " sub tantial net re
ceipts instead of cxpenditu ·es for public 
housi ng !" Such legerdem in was based 
on hope that local housi ig a uthoriti es 
would sell subs tanti al arnom s of long-term 
bonds to private in ves tors during fiscal 
1954, use the proceeds to r ay short-term 
loans from the federal go ernment. Ex
perienced finance men disc unted the pos
sibi lity of such wholesale absorption by 
private inve tors. But even f public hous
e r~ gel an unexpected brea , PHA would 
sti ll be liable for $39.7 mil ion in annual 
contributions next year for rnblic housing 
pro jects already laun ched. 

Truman asked no addit' on al funds to 
expand FNMA's mortga e purchasing 
which so far has netted the governmen t a 
modest profit. The budget alcu lated that 
FNMA would bu y some 86, 00 mortgages 
cost in g $719 mi ll ion in the ew fiscal year 
by drawing on repayments and balances. 

H USE &. HOME 



NEWS 

opens new housing clurt, shakes up 150 

department in fight against blight 
Most cities 'ould be lucky to have one 
court dealing with housing problems. Last 
month Chica o opened its second one- an 
emergency l:lu lding and neighborhood con
servation cou t. 

Chicagoans whose consciousness of 
spreading bl' ght has late! y awakened, 
hoped the " I ndlords court" would help 
in the long w r against slums. Chicago has 
had a housin and zoning court (part of 
its municipal ourt) for about 30 yrs. But 
it bogged do vn because it mixed serious 
cases with a plethora of minor ones and 
with zoning ases. Result: a backlog of 
hundreds of uits. 

For repeate s. The new court is designed 
to deal with r peat offenders of fire, health 
and building aws. One indication that the 
new court m ant business: Judge Joseph 
A. McGarry, 20-yr. veteran of Chicago's 
bench was g ·anting only one week con
tinuances, ti e for defendants to arrange 
for counsel, iather than the 60- to 90-day 
adjournments common in the regular court 
presided over by Judge Norman N. Eiger, 
a political p1 otege of the law partn er of 
Chicago boss Jake Arvey. 

Day in cour . "This court will never be 
unfair to Jan lords," said Judge McGarry 
on opening ay, Jan. 12. But he added: 
"This court i set up to protect neighbor
hoods and p ople and to halt the spread 
and deteriora ion of slums." Then he took 
up a 15-case docket. Resu lts: three fines, 
two warrants for arrest, eight postpone
ments and t1 10 other delays because de
fendants had not been found. 

Estra s Turn er owner of a 3-story apartm ent on 
the near South Side where the war on slums is 
focu sed, was fin d $60 for " maintaining a building 
that was unsaf , dangerous and hazardous" be
cause some apa1 tments had no direct fire exits, and 
h e had install e solid doors be tween his flats in
stead of glass anel doors. 

Morris Rose, own er of a buildin g on Chi cago's 
Southwest s ide which dates from the 1850's) , was 
fin ed $100 and osts for ill egally installing nonfire
res istant wall s. libi ed Rose : " It's all because of 
th e contractors you can 't get them to do th e 
work ... . " Said he prosec utor: " He knows better. " 

Mrs. Carrie . Brown was fin ed $25 on a charge 
th a t the buildir g she leases (from a lawyer) in 
the heart of Chi ago's Negro belt d id not have fire
resistant part iti ns. Mrs. Brown, it developed, sub
leases the bui . ding to a reli efer. One of the 
warrants was f r the arres t of a landlord charged 
with build in g n addition contrary to building 
permits, with 'all s out of plumb, sagging joints 
and the brick i1 some places only one-th ird of the 
required 12" t 1i ckness. The other was charged 
with r emodel in a three-unit building into nine 
apartments wit ! out benefit of plans, drawings or 
perm its, a snea - conversion. 
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Pressure of publicity. The new court be

gan its work in the purifying atmosphere 
of intensive coverage by Chicago news
papers. Thei publishers seemed to sense 
better than ' ost of their breed that the 
long range prl°fit of downtown stores (their 
own principal! source of advertising) was 
deeply invol~ed with preserving the heart 
of the city. Real estate men dedicated to 
slum rehabil f tation said they hoped such 
publicity "lould give Chicago politicians 

enough addet incentive to cooperate in the 
drive against firetraps . Without support of 
aldermen an ward committeemen , they 

warned, the fecond court could still flop. 
The best h pe that Chicago's new offen

sive against blight might succeed lay in 
broadening! <i:Ommunity support. For in
stance, the s duth East Neighborhood Coun
cil in the luh iversity of Chicago campus 
area planned to hire a " housing detective" 
to ferre t out sneak conversions, help hus
tle offenders before Judge McGarry. A 
team of city health and building officials 
comp il ed a list of hazardous buildings, 
designated em public nuisances and 
asked city at orneys to sue owners to make 
extensive repairs or tear them down. 

The city c uncil , responding to recom
menda tions ' f a Chicago " Little Hoover 
Commission,' voted to reorganize the ad
ministrativJ nd inspectional services of 
the city bui ding department. The com
mission fou1rd the building department 
placidly waiting complaints before investi
gating old st~uctures. Moreover, it charged, 
district inspebtors and the bureau of hous
ing inspecti n were not making enough 

I::, 
• I 1 

:. · ·,¢~ ::1 
_, ..!'~~ :! 

"'. ·~~-. 

~~·l.A -~ ·:__ 

IN T H OUS AND S OF 

I 
M M 0 

Sou rce : Bureau of Labor 5 talis lics 

HOUSING STARTS reached 76,000 in December, 

giving 1952 a total of 1,131 ,000 , according to pre

liminary BLS figures. Private starts rose 5% to 

1,074,300 for the year (compared to '51) while 

public housing starts dropped 14,200 units to 

57,000. Compared to the all-time peak in 1950, 

both '51 and '52 were down a fifth. 

inspections. The reorganization set up dis
trict offices and files for the inspectors. 
Objective : cut down time lost traveling be
tween city hall and outlying points. 

Trade group campaigns. Trade organi
zations continued their efforts to stimulate 
an even wider attack on slums. At NAHB's 
Chicago convention NAREB's rehabilita
tion committee chairman, Harold S. Good
rich , warned: "The dose of public hous
ing an individual community receives will 
be in inverse proportion to the number of 
units reconditioned or rehabi li tated ." The 
convention urged special mortgage pro
visions for rehabilitation work, pledged 
NAHB to carry on a " crusade" against 
blight (see p . 48). 

At a Washington conference, the Mort
gage Bankers Assn. heard this warning 
from Chicago's Ferd Kramer: "Any city 
that stands for a breakdown in zoning, 
or the random conversion of houses and 
apartments to higher densities or lower 
uses, is writing its own death warrant. .. . " 

_I -..;> &' 

For t~~:1 ~~r~:: r:~.i:::~ J~f~a::n ~:::: ~e:~~:ol~:~t~:i: ~~::~t:~a: 
30 , won the IE1anapol1s Home Show arch itec M year's model; the "advanced" concepts of the 

tural contest , the first repeat winner in its 28 scheme , which "may be too far away from the 

yrs . Simplicit , openness and flexibility of accepted design ideas of this area." Instead , 

Mathre's planj most impressed the judges , who Home Show officials decided to build a "transi -

noted that the typical contestant's approach was tional model'' which was entered in last year's 
11 surpr isingly egative" and timid. But Mathre's contest, but won no prize. Mathre, whose prize 

prize-winning house w ill not be built for the was $500, received his master's degree in archi -

show, Apr . 1 -19 . Local newspapers said the tecture at Cranbrook Academy of Arts . 
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e Secrets houses 
1ct r cord crowds 

Secrets house unveiled m 
y issues of LIFE and HousE & HoME 
~ll poi ed at becoming the year's 
1fluenti 1 house. Across the nation, 
crowds reminiscent of the 1946 days 

sin g sh rtages, emulation by more 
)re buil lers and millions of dollars 
Jf good ill for the housin g industry. 

ace Joh son's mod el in Memphis a t
an esti ated 12,000 persons for its 

ear 's D y opening, a total of 200,000 
by Ja . 24 .. In Fort Worth, said 

- R. B. Billin gs, traffic was jammed 
blocks and the first-day surge of 

people tore a storage wall door off 
;es. Rei orts fr om other cities : 

.v Place opend his South Bend , Incl. 
an. 11. "Peopl e stood on lin e half an 
ge t in . . . Weekd ay visitors hHe been 

00 daily remarkable when you remember 
ter' out here." 

:t v loans spread 

f A " '"". '" t ''"• Ohio "id fo 30 Y"" he " never saw crol"cls like it" when Alex Simms 
opened his rno~el Jan. 11. People lined up for 
a block, pre ented its closing until midnight. 

~ Lesli e Hill in Dallas estimated the procession 
rolled through is model at about 700 an hour, 
"co mpletely fil e " it from noon past da.rk. Sales 
of nea rby bui cl rs spurted, too. 

In the h"0 -cost Dayton area, where 
$5,000 lots ade the house a $25,000-
$30,000 dea/ nstead of $15,000 dwelling, 
Simms sold f ur in three weeks, had three 

or four mor1 sr,les in negotia tion. He call ed 
it "exception · lly good" for the Dayton 
market. 

Bandwagon ush. Scores of builders who 
had not plann d Trade Secrets houses were 
scrambling ~o get a set of plans. Presid ent 
Otto Nord of ort Wayne's home builders 
said he would use it as the National Home 
Week modej . Fifteen Cincinnati builders 
and others r rpm Cleveland descend ed on 

S imms' Da ti n mod el, and a Mansfi eld 
builder was a read y duplicatin g it. 

1°/o f nation's 3,073 counties 

~ongress g ave the Veterans Adm ini stra-

1er to b ost interest on GI home loans 

o 4Y2 %. In 1950 it authorized direct VA 

veteran at 4% in areas which VA found 

rivate f nds at that rate. 

then , V offici a ls have refused to in-

1e 4% G rate , using the argument that 

; from p iv a te so urces were not so scarce 

mand it They ha v e, however, certified 

idesprea absence of 4% money by desig-

1ore tha 2,600, or over 84% of the na-

tion ' s 3,073 cou.Jties as who ll y or partially e lig

ible for di rect J A home loans . Also designated: 

all of A laska, l ~erto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 

HOUSE & H J ME mapped this spread of so

cialized lending from VA county el igibility lists 

r evised through Jan. 21. Only the solid black 

areas are coml letely ineligible for d irect VA 

mortg a ge loans. Most of them lie in the money

h ea v y E a st or i the largest metropolitan areas . 

Shaded areas 
1

enote counties where veterans 

can get direct lolans from the VA except in par-

New York studies starting 
Baltimore plan in Harlem 
New York City took a half step toward 
rehab iii tating Harlem tenement blocks on 
the Baltimore Plan . State Housing Com
missioner Herman T . Stichman, seizing the 
initiative city officials and Manhattan busi
nessmen lacked, announced savings banks 
had agreed to make mortgage loans for 
improvements, but with the nettlesome pro
viso that all owners on a block be required 
to rehabilitate their properties . Stichman 
reported the banks had contributed $5,000 
to survey which blocks to tackle first. 

Most residents knew it was high time to 
start saving the nation's bigges t city. A 
grand jury that probed the Brooklyn tene
ment fir e that took seven lives last June 
(AF, July, '52) reported it was appall ed 
at evidence that the city "is surely, but 
not slowly bein g pNmitted to deteriorate 
and decay. Slums a re bein g created much 
faster than they are being eliminated ." 

ticular cities or towns. But even in the greater 

portion of these counties, as well as all the rest 

of the country, the VA labe ls 4% private mort

gage loans as unobtainable. 

By last month , VA had arra nged 32,662 direct 

loans totaling $221 million (7,112 of them were 

still being processed) . It was making efforts to 

sell its seasoned paper to private investors (at 

par) to get funds for more direct loans. But so 

far this h a d proved a flop . Only 1,110 loans, with 

a value of $7.5 million, were sold. 
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LESS HOUSEWORK • BETTER H LTH • MORE COM O~ 

So/ d 1f his /Jou. ~ 
When you install Chrysler Airtemp in your homes, you're sell ng me 
living to your prospects! You're selling health, comfort, and less house 
... all potent selling hqints. But that's not all. Here are just few o 
unique advantages onlf Chrysler Airtemp Air Conditioning can offer: 

• The Chrysler Airte p
1 

name is known! Your selling job is ea ier bee 
customers have con dence in the Chrysler Airtemp name. 

I 
• 15 years of resident a~ installation experience! Chrysler Airte p off 

time-tested package. I 

• Chrysler Airtemp st nps behind its product! A complete auth rized d 
network eliminates etvice "callbacks" for you. 

• An optional five-ye warranty creates customer confidence .. . anc 
strong sales feature. 

• Consistent national dvertising aids in selling your prospects. 

Why not get all the f ats today. Write The Airtemp Division of Chi 
Corporation, Dayton 1, Ohio. 

HE flNG • AIR CONDITIONING 
for ~OMES, BUSINESS, INDUSTRY 

Airtemp Div sion, Chrysler Corporation, Dayton 1, 

r-~---------- ---------------------! ' 
I Airtemp Division, Ch ysle r Corporation H&HMB 

I P.O. Box 1037, Day or 1, Ohio 

ning . 

or write AIRTEMP DIVISION, I 
See your Chrysler Airtemp dealer QI Please send full detail on Chrysler Airtemp Comfort Zone Air Conditi 

CHRYSLER CORPORATION, I Name ____ ---t---;---------------+---

DAYTON 1, OHIO. I Address, ____ __, ___________ Phone __ ---+--

1 
I 
I 
' 

City ______ -1--______ Zone ___ State _ __ +----

1 1 

HOUS I 



t attacks constitutionality o anti-Red oath 
•ubll c housing; bonds hit m ney trouble 

r the law went on the books, 
authorities across the na

;t mon b were beginning to enforce 
inn a endment requiring a loyalty 
rom te rnnts. A lmos t immediately, 
.n into egal troubl e, 
~ewark, N. J. the American Civil 
es Uni n fil ed a tes t suit charging 
h was rn con titutional , won a tem-
order rom a sta te judge restrain

~ Newa k Ho usin g Authority from 

s non-s gning tenants. 

had enough 
nal app al to attract wide attenti on . 
:d was legless war veteran , James 
r, who · s a mem ber of the Socialist 

:s par t , one of the 200 organi za
isted b the US Attorney General 
·ersive . he Gwinn amendment made 
r ship i an y such gro up , or refu sal 
a r to on-membership, ground for 
1 from federall y-aided public hous
~utcher s di smissal as a VA clerk 
the fe eral lo yalty program was 
d last ct. by th e US Circuit Court 

Jeals, ' hich held he could not be 
) lely b cause of hi s affili a tion . The 
eft Ku cher 's suspension in effect, 

g a V findin g on his loyalty. 
he New rk Auth ority's 3,019 famil y 

to take the oa th, only 11 
ling tw offi cials of the New Jersey 
111ist P rty) had refu sed to sign, 
iven e jcti on noti ces when the tes t 

ts fil ed. That was about 0 .3% . Most 
!r s exp cted the percentage of non-

to run under 1 % ever ywhere. 

headaches. The Public 
g inis trati on's fifth offering 
manent local authority bonds Jan. 
1ped in o hi gher interest rates. In an 
o pare t e interest, PHA cut the term 
. o to 3 years, offered only 70 % of 
orrowi g needs to private investors. 
: such fforts, the $127 million in 

tax-ex mpt bonds brought an aver-
396 % nteres t, onl y a slight drop 
last S tember 's average rate of 
) . For he other 30%, public hous
•ped th US Treasury, p aid 2.5 % . 
·easury cannot bor row for 30 years 
Yo on is winter 's money market. 
rreasur deal was permanent financ-

was a new, substantial subsidy. 
>art, th pli ght of p ublic housing 

d from the Gwinn amend

:;'rom t e law, a p roviso th reatenin g 
idity o the government 's guarantee 

ments ' as removed only at the last 

minute, th s jolting investor confidence. 

Recently, o1t landin g 30 to 40 year hous
ing authori fy bonds have sold at prices 
yielding 2.la - equival ent to more than 
5.5 % return o corporate investors in the 

52 % tax brha et and within 1/s of a point 
of the yield obtainable on outstanding 

fully-taxabl~ 20-year Treasuries. 

US to sp~ d AEC, Lanham, 
Greenbi t housing disposal 
On three f o its, the government moved 
closer last ' I nth toward getting itself out 
of the housir business . 

1. A t Oak 1'i ge, Tenn. the Atomic E nergy 
Commission Ip ·epared to allow the first co n

struction of l rivately-owned homes in th e 
federall y-ow 1 d atom city. The homes will 
go on lease lots. AEC was hopeful th a t 
Con gress w u d let it sell more than 8,000 
government h uses and apartments. It con
siders the headache to operate. As 
oToundwork the Census Bureau polled 
o I 
AEC's 8,30p renters . Results : 60 % said 
homes shoul be privately owned, 30 % 
said governm nt owned, 10% had no an 

swer. But 6f o thought prices announ ced 

for propert~e too high . 
2 . The m c -postponed liquidation of 
World War I Lanham Act proj ects and 
old New D . a " Green" towns, p icked up 
speed. HHF{\ ministrator Foley auth ori zed 

disposal of ~ 0,000 permanent and temp o
rary Lanharp Act units that were " fr ozen " 
fo r defense lu e in July, 1950. He r etained 
emergency fe era! control over onl y the las t 
173,000 of he original · 943,000 units. 
About 26,4.00 of the permanent units fr eed 
fo r disposa j viii be transferred to local 
public housin authorities. The r emainin g 
permanen t n ts will be sold with prefer ence 

I to veterans ;11 d occupants . 
In Decemb r PHA sold a 500-famil y non

frozen Lanh~ Act proj ect in Camden, N. J . 
to a tenants' c operative for $1 milli on. In 
San Diego, it old the Linda Vista develop
ment's comm rcial faciliti es for $2 million . 
3. Sale of uh shopping center and 2,284 
acres of su ·p us land from th e old Farm 
Security Ac n inistration Greendal e proj ect 

near Milw ja ee was held up when P H A 
rejec ted a i h bid of $738,600 as inad e
qua te. But n ar Washington th e veterans 
cooperative t at bought the 1,579 houses of 
Greenbelt, ' . last fall went a step farth er, 
purchased an ther 806 acres of und eveloped 

land from the overnment, announced plans 
for priva te e terprise construction of 400 
more houses fr m $10,000 to $20,000. 

230 

220 

210 

200 

I 90 

I BO 

170 

160 

150 

140 

130 

120 

11 0 

100 

90 

BO 

70 

60 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 

- '-

~ 
'- ~ 

NEWS 
GRAPHS OF THE MONTH 

1/ 

jlJ 
~v 

1--1--l-
/, 

/ 

/ [/ 
~ 

f 

DI S POSABLE J 
PERSONA L I NCOME-~ 

I II 
II 

I! II 
11.('.TOTAL CONSUMPTI ON 

ii EXPEND ITURES -
~~ -~ ~~ i::::;~ 

,.,, 

l _ 

I\ i,... ,.., 

H?U~l~G ,E~P~N 1DITU1R~5._ ... . ... ........ 
-rn11 -

'29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 '37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44. i\.5 it6 :d1 it8 i19 50 51 

Sourer: Dt•1111rtm f'llf 11/ C11111merc1• 

HOUSING EXPENDITURES for the entire nation 

rose $10.3 billion a year between 1929 and 1951 , 

stat i st ic i ans found. But total consumer ex 

pend itu res soared $129 .2 bi llion , disposable 

personal income (after taxes) $142.4 billion. 

Thus housing's s li ce of consumer spending 

shrank from 14.5% to 10.5% . It dropped from 

13.8% to 9.7% of disposable income. Even if 

rent control were e liminated completely, no one 

expected housing out lays to approach anywhere 

near the pre-1940 share of the consumer dollar. 

121 

J M A M A S 0 N D 
Sovrce: Bureau of Labor Statistics 

MATERIALS PRICES as indexed by BLS dropped 

from 118.4 in Nov., to 118.3 in Dec. , round

ing out a stable year w ith the high and low read 

in gs nev e~: more than one point apart. 

So u ref' ; Fc deml Hum e Lunn /)11nlc 

WHO BOUGHT '52 MORTGAGES: Savings and 

loan associations again financed more home 

mortgages in 1952 than any other lender group. 

Their share rose from 32.3% in 1951 to 36% last 

year. Life insurance companies , which found 

industr i al bond yields more inviting than frozen 

interest rates on FHA and VA loans, slid from 

9.8% to 8%. 
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:an ies in defense housing orry builders; 

s 98% empty 

You're much safer being a little late with 
the houses than taking the risk of vacan
cies . . . FHA slowed us down in some 
communities and we're grateful now they 
did. If we'd gone ahead at full steam we'd 
be in terrible shape now." 

reports project in Te~ 
. year a 1d a half of frustration over schedules f ! r 
w pace 
uilders 
a doze 

f defense housing construc
ound the tabl es turning. In 
of the nation's 206 defense 

~ areas, nancially-ruinous vacancies 
peared in completed projects. Iron
the problem was worst in parts of 
est wh re builders had put up de
ousing fastest. 
Jst ever where, slippages and short-

the de ense program or changes in 
y pla s were to blame. Part of the 
ruth w s that when the defense pro

back a year ago, nobody 
:d to s e that defense housing was 
d acco dingly. In the Canton-Mas
Ohio, d fense area (es tablished only 
~ tober) HHF A now cancelled the 
750 re1 ta! unit program, breathed 
Jf relief lthat none of the houses were 
ye t. Tl e official explanation: there 
not be as many defense workers 

into he area as officials had 

latiorp [for planners. Assistant 
:lrninist f tor Neal Hardy insisted 
vacan ~es were usually temporary. 

, he sa Cl , only 1% 7o of the coun-
7,907 p ogrammed units lay empty. 
Jse 1,5 0-odd vacancies were more 
l'o of tt 27,815 units actually com
And ilh I average was no consolation 
ders i e J. A. Maberry of Dallas, 
rnnd h s 40-unit Title IX rental 

near Fort Hood 98% vacant 
·nth. Re son: rejuggling of training 
es had cut the normal troop com
t of 1 .000 down to 3,000. They 
ving in Wherry Act projects. 
is smal comfort to C. V. "Cotton" 
that hi Bralei Homes, Inc. won an 
award f merit for its defense hous

-j ects at P ine Bluff and Benton, Ark. 
its). t Benton, 50 of 82 duplex 
vere v cant on Jan. 27. Reason: 
um Or Co., a subsidiary of Alcoa, 
ayed c nstruction of a new alumina 
nd deci

1 

eel to hire less in-migrants, 
oca l re iclents {who cannot qualify 
ense ho 1sing): 

mes, ne tenant. At Pine Bluff, 
·as on ly one tenant for the 58 out of 
:ached ental homes completed {the 
11 be fi ished this month). Despite 
ay adv rtising campaign in nearby 
tock nel vspapers, Barnes said: "We 
et to r ceive an inquiry from an 

cl ef en ' e worker." The Pine Bluff 
, said arnes, was a slow down in 

ammunition production at 
the Army ars nal , plus a series of strikes 

wl~ich ~e la.1e co~struction there. If the 
pnze wmm projects stay as vacant as 
they are, it ould easily cost Bralei Homes 
$50,000 by It e end of the year. 

Some otl{el problem areas, cited by 
NAHB's Fir t Vice President R. G. 
Hughes: 
~Hutchinson , an. where 200 comp leted units 
were vacant. 
~Bremerton, r sh. , which had 50% vacancy in 
defense housI last September, and still has 
25% vacancy. 
~ Camp McC · y, Wisc., deac tivated on Feb. 1, 
threa tening big acancies in a project which had 
been ful ly ocdu ied. 

Despite Bra ei's problems, Barnes viewed 
the snafu philf sophicall y last month. Said 
he: "When f,or have a planned economy
and that's ' hat we're talking about in de
fense housi1 gL you just can't foresee all 
the answers i advance." As it has in simi

lar cases, f A was preparing to waive 
payment of ortgage principal during the 
vacancy cri is (But by law, FHA cannot 
waive intere t payments, which account for 
about $60 out of every $85 in the first year 

I 
of a mortgar) . 

Checks and alances. For builders who 
might face ostly vacancies in defense 
rental housin , Builder Torn Cooo-an. now 
chief of the I a med forces housin ; a~ency, 
had a frieJ d y word of advice during 
NAHB's co1 v ntion: "Mix a little business 
judgment 'it yo ur eagern ess to build. 

Coogan unveiled another phase of the 
trouble: "Builders kick at 20 % vacancies. 
The military reply the housing is substan
dard .. .. " To resolve such disputes, Coogan 
said he was urging the Defense Dept. to 
create five-member committees in each 
military area to report directly to the Pen
tagon on housing needs . Suggested mem
bership: a builder, a real tor, an FHA man, 
a military representative, and a "public 
interest" representative, perhaps from the 
local chamber of commerce. 

End in sight? The vacancy problem 
seemed likely to bolster arguments for let
ting the Defense Housing Act die when it 
expires June 30. Assistant HHFA Chief 
Hardy told NAHB convention-goers last 
month that it was " unlikely" that anything 
but " modest" additions to the program 
would be made, mostly small numbers of 
houses for military bases. NAHB conven
tioneers urged the program be kept on a 
standby basis. 

If Congress kills Truman's budget re
quest for $100 million for public defense 
housing (as it likely will), a standby pro
gram {workable in most but not all areas) 
would not necessarily cost taxpayers any
Lhing. The recipe: extend Fanny. May's ad
vance takeout authority another year to 
guarantee financing; extend FHA's Title 
VIII and IX. At most, these only involve 
Lhe government in contingent liabilities. 

Ph olos : T. Har ding Jr. 

PRIZEWINNINb 
Rock for this Ide ense housing project of 82 duplex units at Benton , Ark. Two bedroom apartments 

(750 sq. ft . ) 't t for $55 a month , $5 under the H H FA-i111posed cei ling . At the end of January, 32 

un its were vac nt- about the sa111e rate suffered by two other projects nearby. 

A second NAH B Award of Merit went to Bra lei Homes for this defense housing project at Pine 

81,uff, Ark. desi ? ned by Architect Yandell Johnson . It includes two bedroom homes (758 sq . ft. p lus 

40 storage , no 1 arage) at $60 a month rent, two-bedroom homes 850 sq. ft. p lus 40' storage., carport/ 

a t $70 a mont , and three bedroom homes for $80 a month . Bra lei had found only one tenant. 
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Approved by the Committee on 

Competitions of the 

American Institute of Architects 

Professional Adviser, 

John Kewell, A.I.A. 

Competition closes 5 P.M. 

Monda~April27th, 1953 

JURY OF AWARDS 

John Rex, A.I.A . 
Los Angeles 

Henry L. Wright, A.I.A. 
Los Angeles 

A. J. Del Bianco, architect 
Chicago 

Hunt Lewis, industrial designer: 
l'asadena 

A. R . Tipton, chairman, 
Door Committee, 
Ponderosa Pine Woodwork 

DESIGN 

COMPETITIO 

FOR A 

PONDEROSA PI 

PANEL DOOR 

Sponsored , y 

Ponderosa 

Pine 

Woodwork 

Chicago, 

Illinois 

Second prize ..... . . . 
Third prize ........ . 
8 Honorable Mentions 

School prize .. .. . .. . 
Student prize 

additio a ly 

Production Selections: 

Any entry, premiated or no1j p e
miated, is eligible for consi e a
tion by individual members o t e 

sponsoring organization or o h+ s 
regarding purchase of produ tion 
rights •• , •••••. For Negoti ti on 

Publicity Selections : 

Any non-premiated entry sel cted 

by Sponsor for publicity, a +· 
tising and display use .. . $1 0.00 

IN AWARDS 

+ 
DESIGN PURCHASES 

PURPOSE: A design for an 

interior panel door, suitable 

for mass production methods, 

and consistent with current , 

standards of architectural 

design. 

Program 

givi.._ mandatery 

requitements 

and detailed 

Ponderosa Pine Woodwork 

2907 West Pico Blvd. ·I 

Los Angeles 6, ~alifornia 
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:y's uits kitchen floor 
~s: b ilders have market 
:iny bu lcl ers included modern harcl
:ecl kite en floors in th eir homes that 

:m ent l tore business su:ff: recl . . Last 
_, Macy s in New York chscontmuecl 
; har urface floor coverings, aban-
the rel tively small replacement bus
to nei hborhoocl specialty stores. 

mes Council tests 
for more space 

ago, the American Public 
ation's committee on the hy
ing computed th e minimum 

requi t ments " which without extrav

e wi l ake physica l and emotional 
, poss ' b e." For a fami ly of four. the 

,150 sq. ft. excluding space 
unclry r repairs. 
t mo 1t , th e University of Illinois ' 
Home Counci l issued its first fincl-

ns . 

ea r 's occupancy of its " space 
house~partl y financed by 
HFA's research money. The 

to reinforce the earlier con-

: "spa
1
c laboratory" house had mov

.vall s a cl Oexibl e plumbing connec-
So th family livi ng in it tes ted a 

loo r lfl n every month. Two simil ar 
es (fat 1er. mothe r. so n and claugh
triecl e ght variat ion . a ll arranged 
, an a ea 24' x 36' (SM sq . ft. ). 

time hey complained rooms were 
miss n - o r too small. And if one re

nent w· s sati s fi ed (e .g. a third becl-
which both fami li es th ought essen 

then ai other suffe red. 
: uni e sity drew no broad conclu
in th e first report (presen ted at its 
, annu I short co urse for builders), 
o famil es testing the same plan often 
d cliffe ntly . In th is there was a les

•O. Fo - xample, the first family co n
:ly p re f rrecl dual dining spaces, one 
: kitc\1e ·1 for routine meals, and an
in a ~i ette or livin g-dining area for 
with 

0 
Jests. The second fami ly, de-

'.lg 01 he plan, was content with a 
dini1 g space in either the kitchen or 

e, wa lso sa ti s fi ed by the dual ar-
ment ) eferred by the first fami ly. 
nificant y. both famili es a t various 

one 

basement for recreation, for 
storage, for laundry. At one 
ther asked for a basement 

-Y roo ," including laundry fac ili 
:;iven a basement laundry, she ca ll ed 

::irst fe iture" of th e house. Experts 

s not the basement the fam 
r, but th e mi ssi ng 300 sq. ft. 

sensed they needed. 
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institute chief envisions future homes 
tweight panels, reinforced plastics 
ork meeting of the American 
echanical Engineers, Presi

. Taylor Jr. of the Prefabri
e Manufacturers' Institute and 

of Ameri 'a Hornes Inc. described his 
t11 e lightweight prefab home of 

o more like today's houses 
tornobile seats in your car re

uggy seats of 1900." 
Taylor's h use would have only 13 pieces 

for Ooor, ''alls and roof. The heaviest 
wou ld wei littl e more than 1,000 lbs. 

Thus a ll t uld be cheaply loaded and 
assemb led b hand . 

To pare o t, cut weight. Weight and 

time are t v ' of the greatest cons truction 
expenses f t re prefabrication will master, 
Taylor fo e ast. Erecting today's 700 to 
720 sq. ft our-room house around New 

t ke two or three months, in
ton miles of transportation. 

He thou gh he house of the future could 
be cornple e on the site by unskilled 
labor in 01 l) two or three days. Laminated 
panels, pe ·h ps with plastic studs, would 
make imm 1 -se savings in weight and thus 

in transpol t tion costs. Taylor's specifi ca
tions for li tweight, easy-to-ship and easy
to-handl e els required for a 24' x 32' 

dwelling: 

~Three 8' 2' floor pieces rigid and strong 
enough to e t code requirements, yet weighing 

not more than 4 lbs. per sq. ft. (or not over 1,024 
lbs. each). 

~Four ex terior walls, maximum 8' x 32', weigh
ing not over 3 lbs. per sq. ft. (maxinrnm 768 lbs.) . 

~Not more than four roof sections, weighing 
from 3 to 31/:i lbs. pe r sq. ft. (p lus two gables). 

~Room-s ized interior partiti ons and large ce iling 
pieces we ighing not over 2 lbs. per sq. ft (maxi
mum about 500 lbs.). 

All panels would be complete with win
dows and doorways, fully insulated where 
necessa ry, wired for electricity, cut for 

plumbing and equipment installation ; com
pletely finished except for a final paint coa t. 

Pilot model. When yo u define a problem, 

it is 75% licked, said Taylor. It will be 
no easy job , but he said engineers should 

be able to devise a panel to suit speci fica
tions like these: "An ex terior wall, for 
example, made of two sheets of material, 
one the interior and the other the exterior 
finish. Between the two , reinforc ing or 
strength-giving material of molded plastic 
variety, and, if possible, a plastic stud in 
place of a wood member." 

American Houses was a lready experi

menting with such side-wall pieces and a 
reinforced plastic floor, said Taylor. Re
sults were so promising his firm planned 
to erect a pilot house thi s spring. Market
ing, however, was several years away. 

Rent ontrol ended in 8 critical defense 
Ike would scrap all regular curbs 

Eight ci tie 
controls i 
program. 

scaped last month from rent 
osed because of th e defense 

1 e Office of Defense Mobi li za
itself on two more of last 
hasty-jud gm ent imposilions 

efense area rent contro l on 
f vored freedom (H&R, Nov. 

tion rever e ' 

September' 
of critical 
cities 
'52). 
Ohio 
troL 

that 
It 

and 
(I n 

ecerti fied Canton-Mass i li on, 
i ux City, Iowa, for rent co n

anton-Massillon, the govern
rnent also c nceled th e 750 unit defense 
housin g pm ram in the fir st action of its 
kind s i nee l orea . ) Explained ODM: new 
studies sh b1 eel in-mig ration of defense 
workers w LI cl not be as great as ant ici
pated . Th s was the same excuse it gave 
in Decemb r for decertifying Youngstown, 

Ohio and Bar City, Mich. Two other areas 
of much I no-er-standin g defense r ent con
trol were ls freed. They were: Fremont

Wahoo, N b., labeled critical July 3, 1952, 
and Brazoni County, Tex., Sept. 14, 1951. 
Four more lc'ties freed themselves by voting 

to nullify the ODM rent control designa

tion : Mi lwaukee, Evans vi I le, Ind., and 

Sea Bright and Fair Haven, N. J. 

Swimming against the tide, lame duck 

Rent Stabili zation Director James Mel. 
Henderson urged that all existing federal 

rent controls be continued to June 30, 1954, 
instead of be in g a ll owed to die April 30. 
He also asked Congress to ban local can

cellation of federa ll y imposed rent control. 

Chances were slim that Congress would do 

either. More likel y it wou ld adopt Presi

dent Eisenhower's somewhat vague recom

mendation for decontrol except where 

"serious housing shortages exist ... chiefly 

the so-call ed defense areas." The ~resident 

wou ld keep controls until state legislatures 

have time to pass rent control laws if they 

choose. Gov. Dewey and the Repub lican 

legislature seemed likely to extend New 

York's state law beyond June 30, probably 

allow landlords a few fringe rent increases. 
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MORTGAGE PANEL in Conrad Hilton hotel 's g il ded ball

room heard HHFAdministrator Raymond M. Foley (stand

in g) predict a million or more h ouse year . Said he: "We 

h ave a ll the potentials we need to so lve the housing prob

lem of the American people-the vast majority of i t by 

private enterprise. But I 'd like to h ave pr i vate enterprise 

rea lize th at much government a id is necessary." 

urges trade-i 

restores $16,000 

For almost the first time in 

hon 

mor 

J 12 y 

the National Association of ome 
ers found no immediate cri imp' 
i ts members' business . Gone ere ti 

terials shortages of war, plostwa 
Korea re-mobi lization . Con were 
contro Is. Cone from Was hi 
Democratic administration, 
a Repub]i·can regime ded ic 
slow" approach in changing l ousin, 
cies. Left in Washington w r lmrn 
h . d . . . ~ · ousrng a mnnstrators, me ur mg 
low, franker Ray Foley of HFA 
Walter Greene an FHA co lnissio 
amiab le and downright coop 1

1ative 
confronted the industry in a long ti1 

Record turnout. In that se t'ng, N 
9th annual convention Jan. 1 -22 i 
cago (which drew a record 8,000 
trants, 375 exhibits) re fl ec ed botl 
mism and the increasing mat ·ity of 
ica's newes t industry. lnstea of we 
about wha t the government ght d 
bui lders displayed concern 11 ith basi 
cip l es~new sales and tech il al m 
better design, new material . A pa 
how to sell houses proved s popu l 
200 standees spi ll ed into th corrid 
side the meeting room. "W can cc 
to build a mi ll ion homes a ear," s 
tiring P resident Alan Brock ank, " 
must inject new Isa les tecl 1 "ques) 
it. .. . You can' t just take ord rs any 

NEW OFFICERS, elected by NAH 

for their first portra it. L. tor.: F irst Vic 

R. G. Hughes, Second V ice Pre . Nichol 

nar, Pre s ident E manue l M. Sp ege l , Tr 

Paul Burkhard, Secretary V . O. Str i ngfe 

CO , ENTION EXHIBITS are opened by ret i ring 

P re i 9 ent Alan Brockba nk and son , flanked ( I ) 

by ' or vention Chairman Joseph H averst ick and 

(r) Conven tion Director Paul Van Auken. 

HO SE & I 



NEWS 

e high, pledges 'crusade' ag inst slums, cheers as FHA 

elect Manny Spiegel president, a ks VA, FHA interest rate boost 

pti"g I,, idoa brnached la" fall by good ;, )+ acy-aod it h" bee" my Mo•tgage •queeze. Two p,ofoo,io"'l 
ber Jol n C. Taylor Jr. , Brockbank good for sal s-it's bound to be a good analysts shared bui lder optimism aho11t 
more lb ilders to encourage custom· year all tit way." Except in high cost the '53 outlook. BLS Commissioner Ewan 
trade i1 an old house- just like an brackets an4 few overbuilt defense areas, Clauge forecast between a mi ll ion and 1.1 
lopyl i part payment for a new hard ly a buil er interviewed by HousE & million starts , and continued steady ma-
ui lde ·s should then go into the re· HOME'S edi io ial staff of six covering the Lerial prices although he said competition 
ng b s ness, he suggested. Empha- convention s id he was planning to cut of other material s may drive down lumber 
the par li e! with the auto business, back '53 pr uction for lack of confidence prices "a bit." Economist Miles L. Colean 
•ank [ resaw bui lders successively he cou ld se I the output said he wou ld not be surprised if home-
; recon i tioned houses for poorer, I . bu il ding exceeds the 1.2 mill ion a year 

I Air cond ~ t - oning would play a bigger 
mes un i l "eventuall y we get down I. rate for the next few months, doubted that 
ns." S "d he: " I realize autos are and bigger r le in merchandising. NAHB the GOP administration would seize such 

I surveyed 2£5 prominent builders in 30 
eels an houses are on land. But I- an occasion to reimpose Reg. X. Colean 
iuilders lea rn what auto dea lers had states, foun p nearly 40% of them (l04 ) warned: " If houses are started now at a 

will revo lutionize the home· 
1g indu try." 
ncrea e the volume of trade-in re· 
oned uses, NAHB suggested that 
'ernme1 t create a "special mortgage 

vehi <el " (also adaptable for urban 
opmet t projects). Many a builde r 
t this ls ou ld include a decision by 
Jefor econditioning starts as to 
uch m rtgage it would underwrite 

ouse r er it is rehabilitated. 

:f to good.' Bui] ders from all 
tion reported housing sales 
the nation's "confidence 
o!T by Eisenhower's elec· 

yp ical -vas the comment of Irving 
vman o East Meadow, N. Y., who 
~.O ho s last year, expected to put 

500 this year: "When it's 

nk by s ape ly Jo H oppe, the 

" Miss C icago ." 

would offer ir conditioned homes this 

r rate to strain the money supp ly later on , 
year. _Leadi builders urg_ed Producers 

a disrupted market could result. Then in· 
Council man facturers to give them ney, 

creased costs, slow sales and excess inven· 
products to 1st r sales sti ll more. Said Alex tori es could result in a decline" in starts 
Simms of Da ton: "I want lighting fixtures 

during the last half of the year . He pre· 
recessed into the ceiling before you put 

dieted no easing in the tight mortgage 
up dry wall s you can spray paint around 
them. We ne d a slab we can pour at 10 
below. Wene d a square water heater with 

pipes in fr~I nt, a washer and dryer with 
square ends s ' they fit the rest of the cabi
nets. " Said ve Slipher of Los Angeles: 
" We need a )a th tub Ran ged at the Rat 
end so no s~a is needed to keep water out. 
We need a la ger medicine cabinet wi th a 
locked corn bartrnent." Said Martin Bart· 
l ing of Knol v Il e " We need new materials 
for s torage 11, lls to get pri ces down . . Door 

manufacturer·s d1ould integrate 
and storage I 11 al l. " 

the door 

CROWD VIEWED he record 375 ex h ibits set up 

by 241 manuf actu ers f rom ear ly 'ti l late . Model 

pref ab ca l led at~e tio n to ful l .sized ex h ibit pre

fabs erected o ts de hotel by Nat i ona l H omes 

a nd Gu nn iso n. 

Archie Licbcrma rL 

funds unti l late in the year, if then. 

FHA ceiling raised. One thing that would 
help keep housing at full gallop was 
FHA's action in restoring its maximum 
mortgage insurance under Sec. 203 to the 
legal limit of $16,000. Since Sept. 16, hous. 
ing officials had held the ceiling to $14,000 
in a much-criticized (as needless) anli· 
inOation measure. Illustrative of FHA's 
new spirit of independen ce, Commissioner 
Walter Greene made the announcement 
persona ll y before an app lauding mortgage 
panel, rather than via a press release, 

LAND PLANNING Committee Chairman Al 

Ba lch (r) points to d i spl ays of seven deve lop

ments acco rded awards for comm uni t y and s ite 

p lanni n g. J udges said Cape Cod, Georgian and 

"extreme modern" homes are "gradua lly dis

appearing." 



NAHB CONVENTION (cont'd.) 

Policy for '53. Setting its policy course 
for the year, NAHB called for extensive 
changes in FHA rules " to conform to to· 
day's depreciated dollar. " Chief demand: 
a big cut in down payments on homes 
priced around $12,000. " Is it fair, " cried 
incoming President Manny Spiegel, "to ask 
the buyer of a $12,000 house to pay 20% 
down when the $6,000 house purchaser 
needs only 10% ? The typical modest home 
in 1940 cost about $6,000. Today, inflation 
forces the same house to sell for about 
$12,000. We believe the down-payment re
strictions di scriminate against our middle 
income famili es." NAHB also: 
~Urged restora tion of the legal amortization limit 
on rnortgages-25 years for FHA, 30 for VA. 
longer pay-off periods for lower cost housin g. 

~Urged that FHA and VA interest rates be al
lowed to "rise to r eflec t actual mortgage market 
cond itions." 

~Asked crea tion of an advisory board of builder, 
and lenders for Fanny May and urged that FannY 
May's "one-for-on e" plan (just extended for a n
other three months) be enacted into law with 
pr ior commitment power. 

~Begged FHA to revise its valuation procedure' 
(especially on vacancy and capitalization rate~) 

to make its lo w-rent housin g Sec. 207 work better. 

~Declare d a national "crusade" for enforcement 
of local sanitation and health codes to help re
pair slums (see p. 39). 

~Urged Congress to kill all federal controls on 
credit, ma terials, wages, prices and rents, not 
even ex tend th em on a standby basis. 

~Called for a review of th e entire concept of 
public housin g before any more funds are spent 
on it, declared families unable to pay economi c 
r ents could be "adequately housed" faster and 
cheaper through locally-fin anced rent ass istance. 
Occupancy of exi s ~ ing public housin g should be 
held to "needies t of the needy," said NAHB. 

Warning from labor. Other noteworthy 
developments : 

~President Eisenhower sent a message say
ing " ... I know of nothing more basic than 
home ownership as a guaranty of the Amer
ican way of life. There is no industry more 
essential to a healthy economy since it pro
vides employment for so many people ... " 

~Blunt-spoken Secretary-Treasurer Joseph 
Keenan of AFL's building trades depart
ment warned the convention labor vvill 
fight any efforts to kill public housing 
(whi ch NAHB opposes ) and urban redevel
opment (which NAHB supports, r ealtors 
oppose in present legal form) . He charged: 
"This question of urban rehabilitation is 
not . . . a contes t between public and 
private agencies, but between action and 
inaction, promise and denial - with the 
industry cast in the 'do nothing' role. 
There are many areas where private m
dustry, acting alone, simply cannot do the 
job that needs to be done ." 
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HOUSING POLICY discussio erupted at mortgage 

panel. FHA Chief Greene agreed "some slight 

inc rease," perhaps to $5,700, I would be. in order 

for Title I, Sec. 8. HHFA 6oss Ray Foley sur

pr i sed some li steners by adlmitting it "wou ld be 

entirely consistent" to stud f a complete overhaul 

of FHA mortgage ceilings nf. 1 that the "$6,000 to 

$8 ,000 house of 15 years ago is comparable to the 

$12,000 to $15,000 house." E pllained Foley: "The 

test wou ld be , does Congr,l ss think we are now 
on a cost leve l that wil l •• . at least not fall 

rapidly?" 

· NAHB Counsel Herb Col on warned: "Not 1% 
of US builders are process n ~ (4% loans) in ac· 

cordance with VA regu lat ans . . • It js dyna

mite." Vice Pres ident John G . Jewett of Pruden 

tial Insurance Co. sa id h J fear that illeg al 

discount practices might cal use loa n s to lose t heir 

guaranty makes his firm " ? uite afraid of VA 

loans." Ass't Vice P res. F ed Ja ckso n of Brook

lyn's Dime Savings Bank harged: "Loca l lend

ers don't take the interest in their l oca l commu

nities that they shou ld . It ' an outrage." 

RETIRING 

lisher Perry Prent ice of Hf USE & HOME a bowl 

" in recogn ition of long setilce to the home buy

ing pub li c and home bu lding ind ustry. " Mrs . 

Cortright watc h es . 

SHOP TALK sessio was 

Builder Earl Smith , c a i r man c 

technical committees 

PARTY SMILES were flas ed by M 

Mrs. Perry Prentice (I 

Mrs. Manny Spiegel 

HOME celebration fo 

Officers. 

a nd M 

t HOU 

l'w ' 

OUSE , 



who 

ssistant executive vice presi

etiring Frank W. Cortright , 

to executive director (and 

association) while abed 

brought huddle with 

resident Spiegel. 

heard Architect Todd Tibbals complain: 

eems to stay way, way ahead of us on de

' Arch
1
it ct Nat Owings (speaking) called bath

; "barba ic ," wash basins ''fru strating . , . be

ever t ing you put on (them] falls off." Cliff 

mass production basis). Said he: 

plan, an architect can 't afford to 

design . That's why we build so 

over the country." 

HHFAdrninis

chatting with 

Hardy), cracked, "If 

my staff a question 

to conr to a panel." 

G \l-t\ 

W0'1'E 'S AUXILIARY heard talk 

by Corespondent Marguerite Hig 

gins, ! s own lunching with NAH B 

Staff H ~tess Mrs. LillianAsmus (I). 

LOW-RENT HOUSING panel heard FHA Chief Greene 

disclose his agency will "cons ider" figuring Sec. 

207 Joa ns on basis of 95% occupancy instead of usu a l 

93% if rents are below market, w ill "cons ide r" cap 

italization rate lower than usual 7% . Panel concen 

sus: if private builders are to build for almost un

tapped Negro rental market, FHA must sweeten 

207 procedures still more. NAHB Counsel Herb Col

ton urged higher percentage loan above $7,000. 

Builder Pat Burns (I) told FHA's Curt Mack (r) 

that Los Angeles FHA office would not make loan on 

widely-admired low rent ($45 a month for 1 b/ r) 

apartmen ts because of cost savers like no garages , 

open balconies in stead of inside hallways. 

HOW TO SELL a house panel heard Sales Manager 

William Hannon of Fritz Burns' Los Angeles organ

ization (1 ,100 houses in '52) suggest : " If the house 

you build is a lemon , make lemon ade of it-add an 

outside hearth , a rumpus room ... Don't cut price." 

COCKTAIL CHAT engages Mr. and Mrs. 

Rodney Lockwood and Gen. Mgr. E. 0. 

Brady of Briggs Mfg. Co.'s plumbing 

ware division. 

BUILDER'S ARCHITECTS (I to r) Ed Fick

ett , Robert Anshen and A. Quincy 

Jones compare notes . 



PEOPLE: Sen. Johnston sponsors helpful bill a 

J. C. Long asks court to save 608s; Realtor Hobart Br 

r.uilder 
Cly dies 

Since the resignation a year ago of State 
FHA Director Herman E. Bailey (H&H, 

Mar. '52, News ) , times and conditions had 
changed for big-scal e South Carolina 
Builder J. C. Long (younger brother of 
Leonard D., bigges t builder in the state). 
Last month, Long tangled in federal court 
wi th FHA over three 608 apartments he 
built in Anderson, Rock Hill and Orange. 
FHA was already foreclosing against a 
fourth at Greenwood. Long sought a court 
order forcin g FHA to operate the first 
three throu gh its di scretionary power to 
take over a delinquent mortgage af ter pay
in g for it with 211z% debentures. Alter
na tively, Long sugges ted: " If FHA would 
let us run these places like busin esses, we 

could operate them [at a profitl. They 
put so many regulations on us th at we 

can't make ends m eet. " Specificall y, he 
wanted permission to co nvert the 50-unit 
apartment building into a hotel, or partly 
in to office space, or into larger apartments, 
or into furni shed units with rents hiked 
more than l/48th of the furnitur e cost. 
Ho wever his relations with FHA had wors
ened, Lon g (for years a heavy contributor 
to Democra tic campaign funds ) still had 
other powerful friends. At month's end, 
Sen. Olin D. Johnston (D, S.C.) intro
duced a bill in Congress which would 
force FHA to allow operation of delinquent 
608s as hotels or "other transient accom
modation." Passage looked doubtful. 

One of the oftenest-heard builder com
plaints is that too many FHA offices are 
staffed by aged , lackadaisical drones, need 
a transfusion of alert, energetic personnel. 

San Diego. with a 9,000-unit defense hous
ing program . largest in the country, last 

month was providin g what struck man y a 
harassed builder as a good example. Local 
FHA processing had fall en six weeks behind 
since highly regarded but heavily burdened 
cli stri ct Director Edward A. Walsh, 58, 

near coll apse with high bloocl pressure and 
chronic as thma, went on indefinite sick 
leave last October after a 17-yr. FHA 
career. A month befor e, hi s chief under
writer Ralph Swearingen left a t the statu
tory retirement age. Acting Director Wil
liam J. McMurray blamed a shortage of 
construction inspectors for slowing commit
mcn ts. But San Diego builders described 
the office as " like a ship without a pilot," 
with officials afraid to exercise judgment 
on anythin g out of the ordinary. 

The San Diego VA oflice, which has been 
leaning over backward at rigid enforce-

m ent of its rul es since las t ye rs bribery 
scandals, a !so und erwent an ad · nistrative 

shake-up. Chief app raiser Rus ell Mahar, 
sometimes a thorn for builder , bis assist
ant Fred Kaehler, and constru ti bn a nalyst 

William Daugherty resigne ·I Form er 

Milwaukee OPS Director Ric a rd. Marks 
succeeded Kaehler, but temp r[ nl y Ma
har's job remains open. Lo n guaran ty 

officer E. L. Tagwerker, assig1 er in Aug. 

1951 to "c.lea n U]~" af ter the °landal , re
ported cer tifica tes issued from h cramped 
(no chairs for vis itors) offi ce durin g hi s 

first year were onl y 2,072, co J ared with 

3,024 the previous year. 

Attorney Charles Abrams, 
counsel to New Yo rk Cit 
Authority, was na med by the 

Associated Press of the Le 

"for dis tin u' shcd serv
to New Y r~ Ci ty and 
America i the impor

tant fi eld f l housin g." 

Housing l cfurer, UN 
consultant on urban 
land prob ems, vocif-

1.1 I . ABRAMS erous pu 1c 1ousrn g 
advocate and author of Future oV Housing, 
Polish-born Abram will r ecei e the award 
from ex-USHA Chief Nathan Straus. 

NAMED: Lloyd A. Mash bu n l 55, Cali

fornia state labor c~rnmissio1 et
1

, member 
of the AFL Wood, Wire and e al Lathers 
Uni on and former Los Angele ui ldin g & 

Construc ti on Trad es Counci I secretary
treasurer, as Undersecretary ' f Labor ; 
John D. Biggers, president f Libby
Owens-Ford Glass Co ., as chai ·r an of the 
Department of Commerce I u in ess ad
visory counci l ; Herbert N. L isk, Flush
ing, L. I. realtor, as presiden br the So

ciety of Residential A 1~praiser ;J Robert A. 
Weppner, of the Baltunore fi -1 of Buck
ler , Fenhagen, Meyer and A e s, as win
ner of a $100 prize from the AIA Wash
in gton chapter for designing t e inaugural 
parade rev iC'w ing stand in ont of the 
White House; William Mill rburg, Van 
Nuys (Calif. ) building co tr~ctor and 
NAHB director, Architec t Pa I Robinson 
Hunter and Dwight L. Cla ~e, retired 
banker-insurance executive, a new mem
bers of the embattl ed Los A1 g~ l es Rede
velopment Commission succee ihg Realtor 

Philip Re~, Bui ld : r Milt~n · IBrock, Sr. 
and pub he housm g Direct ' r Howard 

Holtzendorff (H&R, Jan. ' 3l Ne· 
Robert B. Garrabrant of the Char 
of Commerce construction and o'vic cl 
opment department, as secre a ·y of 
Urban Land I nstitute lndustr a Cou 

Chicago Architect Nathaniel Owi 

as a director of Celotex Cor . 

For its new dean of the scho 1 of de 
Harvard University last m n h pi 

Barcelona-born Architect Jos Luis 
Fred Stein 50, of Ne ork. 

Sept. 1, S 
ceed Jose 
who i sch duled t 
tire a t the nd of 

t e rm . N 
seemed r ly tc 

named f f' Baul 
founder alter 

SERT 
Gropius, 

last June 
lure department chairman. 

rl o r esi 

al arc! 

In Sert, who is president f the C 
( Co ngres lnternationaux d ·chite 

Moderne), Harvard will get 
world's top town-p Janner a 
one who is probably better k1 o vn in 
tral and South America tha1 m the 
Sert and his partner Paul L s ·er W 
are authors of master plans f r more 
half a dozen South Americ n citi e' 
eluding Lima, Peru. Sert w prof 
of city ·planning at Yale. boo 
town planning Can Cities 
text in several schools. He 
US in 1939 and expec ts to 
New York practice despite acac 
duties. 

DI ED: Hobart C. Brady, pres 

of NAREB in 1948, former vie - ~ resid' 
the Institute of Real E Late Appra 

BRADY 

UP R eal 1 

Hwnan 
Salesman 
tale ... 

Jul, Jan. 

er, 51, 
teriors magazine and former ssociat1 
lor of TIME, LIFE and F ORT NE, De 
in Naples, Italy, while vacati 1-ng; I\ 

Alexander, 46, wife of Los A eles A 
tec t-City Planner Robert E 

Ja n. 8 when her automobi le 

was struck by a t rain; Col. H nry H. 

dick, 75, real es tate editor o he D 
Free-Press and former preside , t of th 
tional Association of Real E taite Ed 

Jan. 18 in Detroit. : I 

HO SE & H 



he Cook Who Dis overed the Recipe ••• 
!most 50 years ago, C. A. Dunham Compa[y introduced the 
st successful fluid-filled thermostatic radi tor trap ... and 

s earn heating became practical, economicl l popular. 
Since that time, Dunham has developed a complete line of 

eating specialties: float and thermostatic tra Js, inverted bucket 
t aps, radiator valves, elbows, strainers, fitt ings. 

Today, in hundreds of thousands of installr tions from coast 
t coast, these top quality products are del~vTring the depend

ble, long-lasting, low maintenance servicr so essential to 
cient heating systems. Their performance is proof, custom

s say, that -" no one can bake a cake as wel as the cook who 
iscovered the recipe." 

SPECIALTIES 

Heading Specialties 
Bulletin 1501-S contains 

complete data-special fea-
tures, applications, capacities, etc. Please 

write for your (ree copy to 
C. A. Dunham Co., 400 W. Madison St., 

Chicago 6, Ill. 

QU ITY PRODUCTS OF C. A. DUNHA COMPANY • CHICAGO • TORONTO • LONDON 

I 
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to get 

the facts 

la min 
FIBRE 

at Lower 

WRITE TODAY for Complete Information and Prices! 

Sonoairduct, a ligh r eight fibre 

duct, was designed peciflcally for 

supply or return lin s in loop, ra

d ial and lateral sl b-on -ground 

perimeter systems. H l is a widely 

job-tested product t a r has proven 

to be a real time, m nTy and labor 

saver over clay or g li onized pipe 

-thanks to lower 1rst cost and 

ease of handling. + able in 2" 

to 24" l.D., up to 24 long. Can be 

sawed to exact Ieng hl on job! 

I 

SONOCO PRODUCTS COMPANY 
Construction Products Division 

GARWOOD, N . .J. HARTSVILLE, MYSTIC, CONN. 
LOS ANGELES.CAL. S. C . BRANTFORD, ONT. 

DISTR IBUTORS WANTED - Write /or full details! 

EVENTS TO ~ N 

The Architectural League of I ew Ye 
Gold Medal competitive e H bition 
ture, landscape architectu ' ~ and 
Feb. 3-27 at League headq a ters, I 
St., New York, N. Y. 

The American Concrete Instil es 49th 
vention , Feb. 17-19 in Bosto . Specia 
pres tressed concrete, vibrate oncrel 
tural design. 

Good design exhibition of one fu1 
der joint sponsorship of Mt s um of 
and Chicago Merchandise JV a t conti 
1953 at the Mart. New Yor l rsion 
comes to the museum next u umn. 

Plastics exh ibit-Reinforced lastics 
the Society of the Plastics I dustq 
Feb. l 8-20 to demonstrate 1 versa I 
forced plastics in architect · 1 app 
conjunction with the annual confe1 
division at the Shoreham otel, 

D. c. I 

Fellowship-School of Ar 11 tecture 
University, the Lowell M. mer F 
Architecture to assist a s tu e t of u 
ise to undertake the advan e s tudy 
ture at Princeton. The Palr · Felic 
$1,200 during hi s year of e idence 
to all privileges of a Fell v of th, 
live at the Graduate Colleg9 i umm 
cants mu st be citizens of tb US, 
bachelor's degree, less tha1t 7 yr s. 
1, 1953 and in good phys· cond 

c. ations and supporting o umenl 
received by March 1. For 1 licatio: 
dress: The Secretary, Sc b 1 of 
Princeton University , Prine 

1

o 1, N. ] 

Associated General Contracto ( annm 
at Miami, Fla., March 23-2 . 

New England Home Show c m Jined 
Living Exposition ; at the echani 
Boston, April 18-26. P artici ting a
builders, mortgage interes s, realtc 
suppliers and oth ers. H ot e Sho" 
Boylston St., Boston 16, Ma s. 

Competition-Ponderosa Pin 
Competition to obtain desi n 
doors suitable for mass pr Cl 
consistent with current st 
tural des ign. Prizes total $ 6 0 incl 
in student and school pri e . AI1 
closes April 27. F or prog at 1 writ 
Pi ne Woodwork Competitio eaclq1 
West Pi co Blvd., Los Ange e, 6, Ca 

National Savings & Loan Lea 
vention May 10-14 at Chase 
St. Louis, Mo. 

National Housing Conference s 22nd ' 
in g May 11 -12 at the Stat] Hotel , 
D. C. 

National Associat ion of Build n Own1 
agers' 46th Annual Conv n ·on J, 
Pittsburgh , Pa. 

The American Institute of A c itec ts' 
vention June 16-19 at 01 ~pie H 

Wash. • I 
National Association of Real ~ tale Be 
convention Nov. 8-14 at the S atler 1 

hotels, Los Angeles, Calif. 

HOUS 



Electronic Relay Amplifi r 
Interprets signals from 
and outside conrrols , corr 1 
balances them , and sends t 
to the heating plant. 

Electronic Weathercaster 
Mounted outside, it detects and 
signals temperature shifrs to the 
Electronic Amplifier. 

, ic of Electronic Moduflow 
ing control makes your 

ho 1 es easy to sell 
In id mon to bemg comfort conscious, every pros ect is 
• 

1 d I I . d "El 1 
" mtr e w 1en you menr10n r 1ar magic wor ectno 1cs. 

I en you show a house wirh Electronic Mod1J w, 1f 
rospecr 1s ar all mreresred, you're closer to s le. 

ir' s good to rel! your prospect rhe reasons w '.Y Elec-
tro Moduflow will mean he'll be more comforra I . 

the ' e 28 rHnes more accurate and sens1ove rhan ' r mary 
con 'r Is. That in the new Honeywell Moduflow s stern , 
out or and indoor thermostats work together fO give 
co1 f, rt that's close to ideal-by raising indoor te1 pera-

1 d I tur f compensare for hear loss when our oor r em~e arure 
dro - by balancing indoor rem perarure wirh rhe rher. 
An I lecrronic Moduflow provides virrually consra r air 
cir 1 rion and eliminares hor ceilings and colcl ,drafrlf oors. 

S" , " local Honqwdl offi"-" ,,,J fu "'"" iaf+ ' atioa. 

oneywe11 
H ~t~ 
HONEYWELi 

.. ·· .. 

I 
"J 

Electronic Room Thermostat 
Mounted indoors , it senses 
temperature ch anges inside the 
house, electronically, and sends 
messages ro the Electronic Relay 
Am plifier. 

What home owners say about Electronic Moduflow 
r 

Mrs. John Leedy, Atlanta, says: 
"Electronic Moduflow certainly elim
inates drafrs. Our young son , who 
was goin g inro the crawlin g stage las t 
year, didn't have a cold all winter. " 

Harry A. Cross, Jr., Wethersfield, 
Connecticut. "That Electronic Wea
th ercaster mounted outside our front 
door is the best id ea for beating the 
weather I've ever heard of." 

•···•···•······················•••·•··• ··•···•··· •··•••••••••••••·•· ·••• 
MINNEAPOLIS-HONEYWELL REGULATOR CO. 
D ep t. HH-2-26, Minneapolis 8, Minnesota 

Gentlemen: Please send me more facts on your new Electronic Moduflow System 
for homes . 

N a me .... ... .. ··-········-· ·-··· ···-···--······· ··· ···· ····· ·· ·············· ·····-··-· ··-· ····· ···-·-········-·· · ···-··-·· ·-·· ·-· ·-·-· 

Firm Nam e·········· ····-·····-·········-······ ··· ·· ·-···--···-···-·--···-··-·····-··-······ ·········-· ·· · ··-·-·-····-····· ·-------

Address ....... ·····-······ ·· ····-········-·-·---------·-·--········-···-·-··-··················-··-·-········-·-·-·--·------·-·-·-·-·-

City .............................. __ _ . __ __ ··-··-·-··-·-· ·-·-·-·--·.·-··-·. ____ zone·- .. -· ...... St ate .. .. .. ·-·-·· ·--· .. .... ..... . ··-· 
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More Livability 
PER SQUARE FOOT 

IN TODAY'S HOMES WITH 

PERMANENTLY 
LEAKPROOF 

SMOOTH 
MODERN 

LIN ES 

DEPENDABILITY 
••. THROUGH 

THE YEARS 

WEISWAY CABINET SHOWERS 

Quali[y-bui l[ Weisways mee[ a major requiremenr in I 
conremporary home planning, providing extra living c mYort 
cmd convenience in small area. Complete, self-co nrained 
Weisway Cabinet Showers are the safe, dependable ans er 
to the modern demand for more baths and better I 
shower facili[ies . Walls are Bonderized, galvan ized 
heavy-gauge steel with two separately baked on coat 
of enamel. Vitreous porcelain enamel receptor , acous t call y 
insulated, has Foot-Grip, No-Slip Boor-safe, positive y 
non-absorbenr, and sanirary . Write now for caralog. 

/fflSUJt{JlcA•tNET &Ho 

HENRY WEIS MFG. CO., Inc., 242 Weisway Building, Elkhart, In iana 

evidence that it meets th crite1 

In general, for the ~ig- Ii pub 
program, the prefab is o t of th 
mainly because of buildin ode fi 

quirements and th~ hi~h ~ 
1

n ity st: 
quired for expensive m-c1t and. 

But in rural nonfarm r gram~ 
·d I . b"l cation should have w1 e a 1ca 1 

reasons: building code re tireme1 
so stringent as they are in 1 tropol 
the one-story row house 1 detac 
( usual prefab types) ar comp: 
existing patterns in small io ns. 

William E. Bergeron, d r ctor < 

cago field office of the Pu~ ~ - Hons 
istration, last March p01 t cl out 
manufacturers that econo i s thrc 
prefabs in two public hons In proj1 
Albany, Ind. and Georg n, Il 
come up to expectations. 
initially may be lost over 40-yr 

in creased maintenance co t 
Although th e Public H L sing 1 

Lion, particularly the Chic I •O fielc 
ac tively encouraged the 
small towns, to date pref are 
only three projects (New 
Geor getown and Hoopest 
tesimal number of units refal: 
the total program is perh 
!ack of interest among pr 
li e housing field. 

Moreover, John 
I he Prefabricated Home 

an ir 

Jr. , I 

,; titute, in November tol I is fel 
manufacturers that he en i ioned 
going into the most costl ypes c 
statement that hardly app a ·s enc· 
the public housing field. 

S irs : 

JOHN D. LANGE, ex c direcl 

National Association o Haus 

Washingtnn, D. C. 

I have read with great n erest 
her issue of HousE & rn re1 
pre fabri cation of hom es f Ir buildt 

Yo u are to be given l ch en 
wa•; you have handl ed ti i- subjt 
now negotiating with on I f the 
tors for 31 hou ses. We h Y not I 
perience with prefabricate iou se' 
th ere is a possibility that t may b 
for us to operate in this a mer. 

FLoY 1 
( !MBF 

Ki111h n gh In. 

lacks n Miss. 

Sirs: 
You ... present the iss rn a . 

tive manner. 
As a progressive bank, o r org 

always alert for new ide ~ and 
dustries. Our experience i h preJ 
California to date has no een t 

tory. We have climatic dvant; 
make it unnecessary for h using 

I onti1111 

HOUS 
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••• PROVE TO YOURS LF THE EFFICIENCY OF 

~ 
1

STINE "TE ROP" DESIGN 
I Kaustine Oil Fired Furnaces are NGINEERED to , --==-=~F==::.::z::.......,_,,._ 

eliver maximum heat with a minimu of fuel cons ump- ~ lj 
ion. This is accomplished by Kaustih 's unique "TEAR I 1 
ROP" Heat Exchanger Systems. ._-j 

I Basically this phenomenal ability o develop quick, 
ven heat is achieved by the co11t11lo led course of air 
round the "Tear Drop" Heat Exch~n er, the Radiation 

1 

heets and the Economizer Unit. T ' latter utilizes the 
eat from stack gases. I 

Remember too .. . that Kaustine's re utation for quality 
s unsurpassed and their prices are co 

Write for full information to Dept 

I austine Furnace or Winter 
· ner for every type of home. 
I 

-2. 

THE POPULAR JERSEY "75" 
The OIL FIRED HIGH BOY 
Jersey "75" Automatic Forced 
Warm Air Furnace. Requires 
only 3Yi square feet of floor 
space. 7 5,000 B. T. U.'s. Chrome 
steel fire por liner. Fully auto· 
matic comrols. Shipped ready 
to install. Weight 324 lbs. 
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*Every day more and more arch" ects and 
builders tlirn to FoLDOOR for th l~nswer 
to closure problems. They save s abe with 

* Rugged steel frame, welded rods 
and rigid hinge plates 

-resist rust, give a lifetime of 
troub le-free service 

* Vinyl plastic coverings, wide color 
range 

-easy to clean with soap and water 
-long-lasting and fire-resistant 

* Attractive cornice conceals track 
-no extra cost. 

* Exclusive zig-zag centerline con
struction requires less stack space 

* Easy, low-cost installations 

* Backed by 56 years' engineering 
end manufacturing experience 

68 

. h I FoLDOOR. They cut costs wit o
1
LDOOR. 

They add lively homey atmosp te - and 
double-duty service-to any roo lin any 
home. 

Plan with FoLDOOR in every lueprint. 
You'll find the right size, type ~d color 
through your local FoLDOOR inst llmg dis
tributor. See Sweet's Catalog or ite Hol
comb & Hoke Mfg. Co., 1545 Van 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 

LETTERS continued 

structed in the same ma 
variable climates of the 
seem to require. Consequ 
dwellings shipped into th s area 
non-competitive in price b c use t 
sio-ned to include insulatio nd 0 1 

which run up the cost con ' erably 
We are, however, bavin a rath 

ful experience with two r three 
line" operations which , af e all , c 
the advantages to be fo 

1 

in 
method. Experiments ar being 
along the line of improvi ,,, layou 

ing needless code require 9 ts, an 
izing fi xtures and built-in e tures 
our tract operations. It is J · belie 
ers will find many adva rt 1 ges i1 

pensive home you show i I he ari 

WALTER J. BRAU CHWEI 

Sirs: 

Exec. vice preside1 

Los Angeles, Ca li 

Congratulations on ' I' e pr 
house and its future." I 11y or 
builders are not aware of ~ e thn 
prefabricated hou se pose o the 
I was particularly impre s d wil 
Homes' product and thei j I Jlans 
ture. The only alternative ee fo1 
house, as we now think f it, is 

Ned ~ole and I a1:e us~n =I compc 
workmg from the mtenor o t. 

I am not sure that I a r e wit 
an alert progressive buil 

1

e 

hi s local business somet I j 
hou se designed for a nati 
I personally feel, there ar t 
ers in our association an 
drop out of the picture it 
new type of builder to j oi 1e pre 

MARTIN L. BARTLT JR., VI 

Homes , Inc. 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

Sirs: 

There will always be 
whether prefabricated ho 
more reasonably than tl 
large-scale builders (H&R 

I think most builders 

que! 
s s can 

ov. '5 
ould 

problem of whether they c use p1 

'I of ·tl1 houses and make a profit 
the answer. 

Sirs: 

w 

Ho Build 

Phi a elphia 

In H&R, Nov. '52, p. 91, a l roof: 
windows, doors and wal s seem 

same. If these hou ses we I place1 
lots where the community h s bee1 
with individually planne I hou se 
doubt would be very impr s ive an 
but as they are, the repet" i n is r 

c ntinu 

HOUS 
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~~sy~~~~~~-~r}:o~~t.~~~,Ej~~~~b~~~ o~~~ ~~-~~~~le Jl~si~Oa~d 
trowel it out. Its smooth, buttery consistency makes spreading a fa t, simple job. 
Next set the tile in place. And finally , handle grouting just as alway . What could 
be simpler, faster? 3M Ceramic Tile Adhesive cuts the time-per-job and gives the 
finest quality tile jobs at up to 20% sa·vings in cost. 

There are other advantages, too. 3M Ceramic Tile Adhesive will hon ~le to nearly 
any kind of surface. That means that you can set "dry wall" ... sa ing t he costly 
installation of lath, plaster and mortar. Dries so fast that rooms c rl be used in 
24 hours, making it ideal for remodeling. Waterproof, non-freezing, Ie1an and easy 
to use • , • it's the modern way to set clay tile. 

GET THE FACTS ON 3M CERAMIC TILE ADHESIV 
Try it on your next tile job. You'll sell yourself on this better wa 
to set tile. Write Dept. 122 in Detroit for data and specificatio 
sheets. Sold everywhere by leading tile supply companies. • ,. wrile for copy 

MINNESOTA MINING AND MANUFACTURING C MPANY 
ADHESIVES AND COATINGS DIVISION 411 PIQUETTE AYE., DE ROIT 2, MICH. 
G ENERAL OFFICES, ST. PAUL 6 • EXPORT, 270 PARK AVE., NEW YORK 17 • IN C N~DA, LONDON 

MAKERS OF " ~7.~!.~~" BRANO PRESSURE-SENSITIVE ADHESIVE TA PES o "~.!=.~!.~ ,'.' IBRAND SOUND 

RECORDING TAPE • u5c.~~~!:f.LJ!E" BRAND RE.FLECTI V E SHEETINGS • "3M" ABR SllVE PAPER ANO 

CLOTH • "3M" ADHESIVES AND COATINGS • u3M" ROOFING GRANULES • u M" CHEMICAL$ 

LETTERS continued 

You are doing a great s 
1 

ice fo 
dustry in seeking every pos · 'lity ti 
better house for less mone . Don't 
couraged. 

FRANK w. S H 

Frank W. Shar I 

Houston 18, Te . 

SLUM CLEARANCE 

Sirs: 

onstrz 

In hi s letter (H&H, Dec. ' ' , p. 14 
ence C. Klein asks Alan Br I bank 
will the additional hundred 

1 

j f thot 
families go when all such t hot 
been removed? " 

':'S upply and demand" is l simp 
which "housing officials" a such 
nored for 20 yrs. 

One million new homes ar 
year. The Department of 
1950 there were 42.500,00 I 1ousel 
1960, they estimate 44.77 , 00 he 
Ten million new hom es in l! yrs. 
care of the 21;.i million new I o: seholc 
and will replace with bette \ o u sin ~ 

lion of "all such unfit hou si g" 
P ublic housing costs twi as mt 

for half as much, and the payer 
difference. 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 

Sirs: 
... In the past you have 

Wright's work for special is 
( AF, Jan. '38; Jan. '48; 
seemed that you felt it n c 

ILLAR 

memorialize a man who i ore · 
many of us can ever hope t 
him entirely. 

Suddenly you realize th here 
working today whose work 
today and sho ul d be publis 
tomorrow. Let us hope that y ur su 
to publi sh th e Unitarian ape! I 

'52) and the Mossberg H I se (!l 
'52) is an in dica tion of you · 
toward one of the few grea 

A LLEN p 
New Yor 

HousE & HOME and F0Ru:11, 
sent a new FLL W building ev 

CODESIGNER OF MILE 

Sirs : 
Mr. Miller should have 

codesigner of the Mile Hi 
(H&H, Nov. '52). 

onsist 
en of 

OJEC' 

Denv 

The mistake was made n my o 
realized from checking ba into t 
pondence. I r egret very m c that 
spot the error before sig i g the 
which it appeared. I 

Eve. ED. : 
Den e Col. 

OUSE 



MODERN MORTGAGES 

A monthly r~p rt on important developments in the modernization of mortgage credit with 
particular em hasis on the expanding potential of the package mortgage, the open-end 
mortgage and he expandable mortgage 

I 

ge Mortgage: 

moves roadbloc for lenders 

H . I 
that will make it much easier to borrow money on a package ere IS ner 

mortgage-It e mortgage with the built-in sales appeal that lets a builder s~ll 
the house qo plete with stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, laundry, etc., all with 
20 yrs. or m re to pay. 

Until nd the biggest obstacle to the package mortgage has been FHA's 
so-called w!a te clause, under which FHA refused to insure lenders against the 
cost of repla ing any equipment a dishonest defaulter might steal. Even though 
in practice uch losses were rare, this little extra risk (which just might cost 

$1,000 on a well-equipped house) kept many lenders from going along with 
the package ortgage plan. 

Now the ne~s is that FHA has agreed to in· 

sure all but f 1 0 of the total needed to re· 

place stolen re lty and repair wilful damage. 

" This remo le the lenders' only real ob

jection to ~h package mortgage," says 
Claude L. Berner, president of the Con
tinen tal Amy i an Life Insurance Co., Wil· 
mington, DJ' Reaction from all over the 
country echo[ Mr. Benner's enthusiasm. 

In announci g the new FHA policy, Com
missioner W~I er L. Greene further pointed 
out that the r ste clause never has applied 
until the mor t age has been paid down to 

75 % of th l ppraised value. Since this 
takes about si years for high percentage 
loans, the pack ge mortgage gives the lender 

nothing a t j l to worry about in the early 
years when ti e lender is most concerned 
about his li b lity. Average life of an FHA 

mortgage haf een eight years. 
The Vetera i 's Admin istration is even 

more liberal f 1 its package mortgage policy. 
VA has no w Le clause at all, covers with 

its guarant} ny kind of household ap
pliance that a els to homemaking conven
ience, provi e it is in keeping with the 
chaiacter o he house and provided the 
lender mainta'ns first lien status on the 
equipment. 

Despite tr diffi culties created by its 
hitherto unli1 itecl waste clause, FHA has 

I 
recognized t~ merit of the package mort-
gage ever sin e this magazine first spon
sored the pl~1. I ts chief underwriter wrote : 
"Housing cost and the standards of com-

fort in housing ... have been rapidly ad
vanced by the introduction and develop· 
ment of mechanical equipment. Heating ap· 
pliances, sanitary facilities , ranges, refrig
erators and similar items, formerly consid
ered as personal property and moved from 
house to house by their occupants, have 
graduall y come to be considered as a part, 
and an essential part, of the house itself. 

"Technical development in the mechani
cal field has not only improved the quality 
of these items but has also increased their 
number of appliances the prospective house
holder is inclined to consider essential to his 
well-being .... " 

FHA now insures package mortgages on 
property containing major appliances if the 
intent of the parties is to regard them as 
realty . Items are left to the determination 
of the parties unless they are inconsistent 
with local law and custom. 

Today, ranges, refrigerators and garbage 
disposal units are eligible for inclusion in 
package mortgages in 44 states, laundry 
equipment in 45 states, dishwashers. in 46 
states, dryers in 24 states (with more states 
ready to approve them as demand grows). 

On p. 79 is a schedule of household items 

that various FHA district offices consider 

eligible for inclusion in the mortgage 

The precedent that the package mortgage 
sets for US economy is the gradual inclusion 
of more and more products of US indus
try in homes of even low-income families. 
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How to Make Wardrobe Space 
100% Accessible 

Here's an example of how-with the help 
of a "Modernfold" rolling post door
you can offer clients in the low-cost mar
ket one of the "extras" usually limited to 
high-cost design; wide, roomy, 1003 
accessible wardrobe space. 

The "Modernfold" rolling post door 
folds open from both ends, can be stacked 
in either corner- or in the middle. Since 
no allowance has to be made for door 
swing, such a wardrobe firs easily into 
small bedrooms. And "Modernfold" 
door shaves construction costs by saving 
installation rim e. Takes 30 minutes or 
less to install in most cases. 

Your ideas come 

with "MODERNF 

You're sure to keep clients happy 
when you specify "Modernfold" -
the original folding door. Why? 
Because no other folding door any
where equals "Modernfold" for 
quality of design - .. for quality and 
strength of materials. 

Only "Modernfold" Doors 
have center-line design-the 
same number, san1e t)1pe, same 
size hinges ... both top and 
bottom ... on both sides of the 
track. 

. .. for life 

doors 

etter Looking 
abric covering completely 
onceals all operating mech
n ism-no cornice needed to 
ide track, trolleys and hinges . 

Longer Lasting 
"Modernfold" door ave 
more steel hinges both a top 
a ndbottom ;moresteel nl ach 
hinge; more vertical ste r ds. 

Your clients will like space-sav
ing "Modernfold" doors because 
they last longer, look better, oper
ate easier. You'll like specifying 
"Modernfold" - because the line is 
so complete. You can get exactly 
what you need in a "Modernfold" 
door for every closure or space 
division problem. 

YOU CAN'T GET MORE IN A FOLDING DOOR 

Sold and Serviced Nationally 
NEW CASTLE PRODUCTS, NEW CASTLE, INDIANA 

In Canada: COPY R IGHTED NEW CAST L E PRODUCTS, 1953 

Modernfold Doors, 1315 Greene Avenue, Montreal 

r-------------------
New Castle Products 
Box 518 
New Castle, Indiana 
Gentlemen: 
Please send me full details on "Modernfald" doors. 

Name. 

A ddress . 

City . . County . State . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

T I _, 

OUSI 



sehol quipment 

nclud din the FHA-insured mortgage 

nsent o borrower and lender -

iits onl 

l to wat r 

e syste 

jemand 

ALABAMA 

ARIZONA 

ARKANSAS 

CALIFORNIA-Los Angeles 

Long Beach 
Sacrame nto 

San Diego 

San Francisco 

COLORADO 

CONNECT ICUT 

DELAWARE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

FLORI DA-Jacksonville 
Miami 
Tampa 

GEORGIA 

IDAHO 

ILLI NOIS-Chicago 
Springfield 

INDIANA 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

KENTUCKY 

LOUISIANA-New Orleans 
Shreveport 

MAINE 

MARYLAND 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MICH I GAN-Detroit 
Grand Rap1 s 

MINNESOTA 

MISS ISSIPPI 

MISSOURI-Kansas Cit 
St. Louis 

MONTANA 

NEBRASKA 

NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

'NEW JERSEY-Camden 
Newark 

NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK-A lbany 

Buffalo 
New York 

NORTH CAROLINA 

NORTH DAKOTA 

OH 10-Cincl nnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus 

OKLAHOMA-Oklahoma Cit 
Tulsa 

OREGON 

PENNSYLVANIA-Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 

RHODE ISLAND 

SOUTH CAROLI NA 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

TENNESSEE 

TEXAS-Dallas 

Fort Worth 
Houston 
San Antonio 

UTAH 

VERMONT 

VIRGIN IA 

WASH INGTON-Seattle 
Spokane 

WEST VIRGINIA 

WISCONSIN 



-CaLCINATOA 

belongs 

• 1n 

blueprints 
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Modest bungalow and preten
tious mansion have a common 
problem, both mus.,t have a con
venient way to dispose of garbage 
and trash. Calcinator solves the 
problem! Calcinator disposes of all 
burnable trash ... all kitchen 
wastes ... automatically, silently. 
It's completely trouble-free. Noth
ing to watch, nothing to turn. Just 
. . . wrap it! Drop it! Forget it! 

Economical Calcinator is a must in 
modern housing. Specify the de
luxe white enamel and chrome 
unit for kitchen installation or the 
standard unit for basement or util
ity room. Gas, electric or bottled 
gas models are available. 

Write Dept. HH for complete in
formation including specification 
sheets. Add Calcinator conven
ience to your plans! 

CSsCbCSD G'JBVG[;] 
c o 1· p o 1• a t i o n 

28TH AND WATER STREETS• BAY CITY, MICHIGAN 

D Mll'ILI IMC DLUCrK1n1~ 

H DOUGLAS BYLES, 30, EUGENE WESTON Ill, 28, and 

2 . are partners in a unique Pasadena, Calif. ~ gn or 
t at builds its own work, largely contract and Ip cula ti 
( . 126) . Byles and Rudolph won their architec 1 al de~ 

t e University of California. Weston studied at th : 
C nter School. All worked for Whitney Smith an ayn( 
b fore 1949, when Byles and Weston organized 

I 
R 1dolph became th e third partner in 1951. 

Thirty-four-year-old BURTON 

with accuracy, that he has b 
business 20 yrs. At the age 
work for his father, a busy 
staying until 194·2, when he 
Separated in 194·6, he went 
business for himself in the 
first major subdivision came · , 
suing years, Duenke has com 
the most recent of contemp01··1 r desi 

HENRY-RUSSELL HITCHCOCK has enter 

Museum of Modern Art "A m r ca 's h 
. f d 1 · I ' H" tonan o mo ern arc 11tectur . 1tc 

written 12 books on architect I J. , th e 
torian Architecture in Brita :n due 
Currently professor of art t Smit] 
Hitchcock has also taught at I assar, 
University, Connecticut Col e e. N. 
Yale. Hitchcock is 49. a nati\ e of Bo' 
Harvard graduate in architecb \re. 

ARCHITECT CARL KOCH, 39, ha een t 

MIT and practicing in the Bo ~ n are: 
end of World Wa r II. Koch sl a Har 
uct and a navy veteran. Tho1 

1 a V( 

signer of all building types, h "s best 
his sound , direct house desi · cove: 
residential category: custom / ). 86) 
tive, cooperative, prefabricat d and 
housing. 

ELIOT F . 

archaeological expedition to · 1 rsia ( 
then returned for hi s mast r

1 

of a1 

in 1938. Noyes was director f the l\ 
Modern Art' s Department of I 
before World War II drew hi i 
In September, 1947, he ope e hi s 
in New Canaan, Conn., the n I mecc: 
ernists (H&H, Jan. '53). N yi s doe 
(p. ll8) and product desig ith 1 

and frequency. 

Boston-born ALFRED B. PARKE ' 

in architecture from the Un 
in 1939, studied in Stockhol 
Parker taught architecture a is al: 
served as a naval intellige c offic 
opening his own architectur l office 
in 1946. His busy practice lh s be1 
residential , with notable emp sis on 
builder design (the O'Neal , t se, p. 
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EDITORIAL 

e lesson of t e Trade Secrets House 

Would you li e HousE & HOME to publish more "conventional" houses-more 
houses that try to chieve better living and lower cost without breaking away from 
traditional design? 

Before you a swer that question, we hope you will give a thought to the new 
HHF A research ~ lletin with its long list of things recent home buyers wish were 
different in their ew homes-different room sizes, different circulation, different 
kitchens, better eati g spaces, more privacy for the bedrooms, and many other changes . 
For it seems to us he real question on traditional vs. contemporary design is this: 

Can you m ke all the changes people want without, at the same 
time, maki g a great change in the looks of the house? 

Or perhaps a better wording of the question would be: 

Can you a ord to make all these changes without letting your 
architect ta e advantage of the economies offered by honest and 
simple cont mporary design? 

If you believe your customers are not yet prepared for modern design, just look 
for a moment at th crowds storming the Trade Secrets House wherever it is built and 
listen to what ther re saying. Even the 23 sponsoring builders and the Trade Secrets 
Committee itself h ve been amazed to find the public everywhere so ready and eager 
for new ideas and t e contemporary look. North, South, East and West the acceptance 
is the same- in 0 io, in Michigan, in Delaware, in Texas, in Colorado. 

For exam1 le, in Memphis, Tenn. (population 394,012), more than 150,000 people have 
already Ji ed up hour after hour to inspec t it, somet imes blocking trafiic evu1 thn:e 
miles awa with th eir cars. Says Build er Wallace Johnson : " I never dreamed so many 
people in ilemphis were ready for a house like this. As a result I am changing all my 
designs 11-n construction methods . From now on that is the kind of house I will offer." 

We believ the success of the Trade Secrets House should satisfy 
almost everyone that the market wants something new. 

And now LIF has let millions of families see that this kind of house is no 
longer a dream, b t a reality which progressive builders are already offering. 

In the sellers' market after the war people were grateful for any well-built house 
you could offer th m-just as auto buyers in 1946 were glad enough to take 1941 
models as fast as t e postwar assembly lines could turn them out. But don't let your 
postwar sales fool you into thinking home buyers will always be satisfied with what 
they have been ge ting. They want something better. They want a 1953 house just 
as they want a 19 3 car. 

In a sellers' arket it may be easier to off er something familiar than to explain 
why a new model i more livable, easier for housekeeping, cheaper to maintain, better 
suited to today's c anging way of life. 

But in the buy rs' market ahead, will such lazy selling be enough? 
In a buyers' mark t can you make enough people dissatisfied with their old homes 
unless you dramati e your new and better values by giving your house a new look too? 

The builder~ ' houses we show you in HousE & HoME may be full of new ideas 
that started in Ca ifornia, but today they are best sellers everywhere-in Missouri 
(p . 106), in Flori a (p . 134), in Ohio (HousE & HOME, Jan. '53, p. 144), in Wash· 

ington, D. C. (No . '52, p. 143). We believe houses like these can keep your sales 
booming in toughe markets against tougher competition. 

P.S. For the practical importance of the more advanced custom-designed houses 
we have been showinlg ou, turn to p. 122. 
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Rear view, above, 1uws how long, 

gently slupin g gaNe ns th e Length of 

the house. unifying z 1 ng and bedroom 

wings and central i court. S liding 
I 

glass wall al right o s Living room lO 

south sun, breeze an he major view. 

Main approach from north (below kitchen-garage wing al Lefl , bath windows of bed rn wing at right 



Wh makes this 

Photos : ©Ezra S toller 

CARL KOCH & ASSOCIATES, arch itects 

MARGARET M. ROSS, associate 

JOHN F. CAREY, contractor 

good house? 

M asured against the 10-point check list below fo r 

fort, economy and good looks, would your own 

ho ses score as high? 

He e is a New England house every bit as rangy and inviting as 
a estern plains house, yet as clt>an and conservative as a Yanke ::: 
bar . It shows how h<inclsome a house can be with·Jut fuss and 

f ~n y leather: rustic bargeboards, battens and beams, and the other 
s~n hetic jinglejangle. 

The appeal of this house is basic: it not only looks well but there 
is a log ;cal reason for everything in it. Its design fundamentals could 
be rofit~bly applied to any custom-bui lt or mass-produced house . To 

sJe why, take the design apart and put it together again, checking 
fro the ground up: 

1 . s it properly oriented? Yes \ I No 

Major rooms ( li ving, dining, study, bedrooms) face south to summer breeze, 
win .er sun- away from the street and toward the main view. Services 
lkit 0 hcn, storage, baths, dressing) line up to give privacy along the stree t 
side to the north. 

2 ] re the rcoms well related? Yes v No 

The ·e is a clear separation of functions: the nighttime zone conveni ently 
g1101 ps bedrooms, baths, etc.; th e daytime wing wraps living, dining, kitchen 
and servant's quarters around an interior hea ter-storage room. Linking the 
two wings ye t keeping them separate is a narrow " waist," a formal hall that 
ope is through glass wall s to a small court in the rear. 

s 'i'he circulation good? Yes V No 

Tra 1c moves in a straight line m either direction from the central entry. 
The sound principle of throwing the living room to the outer corner at the L, 
a1~d let ting circulation hug the inner angle, keeps the living room undisturbed 
b~ l assers-by. The firep lace acts as a suffici ent screen dividing this room into 
li '[i g, dining, and dining and bar-phonograph areas. There is no wasted 
hall space. 
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sh Iv s for glasses 

s orage space 

Back part of living room provides good circulation behind fireplace, from dining 

and kitchen to entry hall (background). The interior partition at right serves as 

long storage wall for books, radio-phonograph, built-in bar. The bar, separate from 

the kitchen, has its own sink with vents to carry off moiswre; storage space for 

bottles below. Duct from. kitch en Jan runs above it. 

88 

4. Does it h ve privacy? 
I Yes V No 

No major wind ws face the street. The zoned plan allows ad ~ to en terta.in 
in the living ar al> without disturbing children asleep in the be 

1

\Jooms. Small , 
high windows f cing the sun court preserve the privacy betwee t e two wings. 

5. Does it m ke use of the outdoors? Yes V No 

Wide glass are s and sliding walls give interiors the advant . es of a solar 
house, sun-fi li e in winter, open to the breeze in summer. Th I I un court and 
the living roon 's garden corner punch into the outer perimet r of the house, 
bringing naturt part-way inside. 

6. Is it cost- onscious? I Yes v No 

Familiar 2 x 4 tud-wall construction is used throughout exce t large glass 

areas . Koch h s simplified and standardized window details Ii r almost all 
his houses, use them over and over (see detail drawings, p. 

7. Does it us materials, colors, textures well? Yes v No 

With a human yet judicious hand- natural cedar siding is t 
1 

ined a warm 
brown ; white t im is neat. Inside, birch cabinets show the n It Hal grain of 
the wood; whit . or neutral wall and ceilin gs allow furniture col to dominate. 
Dramatic floors are of deep green Vermont marble veined wit hite. 
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"Pocket" court on south side of entry hall is planted, 

trellised above with exposed rafters. _Bedrooms are at left; 

high windows prevent looking into study from the court. 

8. Does it hold together visually? Yes V No 

Koch's low-raking roof has major lessons to teach most architects and build
ers. Not only does it prove that the main gable can well span the house the 
long way, but also that an unbroken roof line can sweep all the breaks and 
jogs of walls and openings beneath it into a serene unity. By contrast many 
a builder's house has a ragged roof edge in the mistaken effort to gain 
"variety" and "interest." 

9. Does it express its function? Yes V No 

It looks like a house rather than an abstract composition-proportioned to 
human beings, crisp and accurate without being overly geometric. It looks 
like somebody's home, not a cow shed or a castle. 

10. Does it belong where it is? Yes V No 

This house is not a transplant. It seems to belong in the Northeast, not in 
Florida or Wyoming. It is fresh; dignified and a good example of the new 
regional architecture that Koch has helped develop for New England. 
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WHAT MAKES A GO HOUSE 

shadow Entry hall, above, is filled with sun 

patterns from adjacent court. Below, 

is flanked by opaque glass panel a 

closet; high windows with light co 

street-side privacy. Interior windows ~ eft light 

bedroom hall and storage room. Fl b s are of 

green verde, a richly-grained 
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dressing room has 

supply oj built-ins fin-

in birch. Partition of 

patterned glass bar-

"ght J ram. the bedroom. 

STUDY 

· s""x 13· 5·· 

BEDROOM 
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lumber, perfe ft plumb or special flashing at window sill 

Fixed wood louvers m hall 

provide middle bedroom with 

cross-ventilation. Hinged ply

wood panels on bedroom side 

swing up to close them off. 



Bettman Archive 

Little more than 25 years ago 

every visiting European who went home 

agreed on one thing about America: 

the bathroom was by far its best thing. 

Was their praise so heady 

that we've been standing pat ever since? 

1952 
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19 ays to build a better bathroom 

In buyers' market every merchant builder knows the bathroom can help make sales 

Here in cheJk-list form are: 

20 ways to improve the minimum bath (at no extra cost); 

14 features to add to the bigger bath (and finance improvements}; 

5 plans for providing bathrooms in the 3-bedroom house 

and a radically different, open-plan bath 

Every homebui~der knows how important a good bath and a good kitchen 
are if he wants his houses to sell themselves . But how many builders take 

advantage of al[ the new ways to add sales appeal to the bath? 
Many builde~·s answer , " the bath costs so much money already that we 

can' t afford to spend any more." They also say that although most home 
buyers want a better bath they can't afford to pay any more for it. 

But here are three important facts to remember : 

Most builders are forced to waste more money in the bath 
than anywhere else in the house. Part of this waste is forced on them by 
antiquated local plumbing codes. Part is forced on them by the make-work 
labor restrictio11s of the plumbers and tile setters. But some of the money 
most builder s waste on the bath could be saved if they took advantage of the 

new construction economies worked out in the past few years. 

Home buyers can pay a little more money for a better bath 
if the FHA mortgage pattern is changed (as now seems likely) so that most 
of the extra cost can be added to the mortgage instead of to the down pay
ment. Another ~100 on th e mortgage adds only 2 ¢ a day to the carrying cost 
of the house, and th ere are many new bathroom i~provements that should be 
worth much more than 2 ¢ a day to the average family. 

The buying public wants and will pay for ·a bigger bath 
as many builders have already found out. Half the buyers who were offered 

the choice of a deluxe or extra half bath in various parts of the country 
were glad to pay from $100 to $150 extra to get either. 

So on these next 12 pages are : 
I 

First, 20 ways to add sales appeal to your bath without making it any 
bigger than the present 5' x 7' or 8' minimum and without adding as much 

to th e cost as you could save by using the newest cost-cutting tricks listed 
on the next page. 

Second, 12 new sales-appeal ideas you could off er for little more than 
2 ¢ a day add ed to the carrying charge of the house. 

Third, a radically different bathroom idea developed by architects for 

very plush houses and now given unexpected HHF A benediction in a very 
low-cost version. 



Five ways to cut bathroom costs 

Here are five suggestions that 

the Small Homes Council of 

the University of Illinois recommends 

to help most builders cut 

their present bathroom costs. 

Probably no one builder can save 

more than $1 00 because he already 

makes use of some of the techniques. 

1. Frame your bath so the wall with the pipes (and the o osite 
are not bearing walls. Probable saving in labor and material: out ~ 

2. Build this nonbearing pipe wall as two separate walls 
of the plumbing (H&H, Jan. ' 53, p. 157). Probable saving 
and carpentry labor: from $25 to $30, because plumber has 
to fit pipes. 

3. Get a window that will span the full width of the bat 
stud to corner stud and set it right up to the top plate. This o 
advantage of making a small bath look bigger. Probable sa 
elimination of piecing above and alongside the window: $25 

4. Use a precast plumbing tree as the Levitts and Andy 
codes actually forbid this economy. Probable saving: $35. 

5. Line up all your fixtures along one wall with the sta 
recommended by the collaborative AIA-NAHB committee (f 
toilet drain to center of wash-basin drain, 2 '-0" ; from center 
drain to center of bath drain, 2'-4"). This will encourage s 
of plumbing assemb~ies adapted to in-line baths backed u 
Probable saving: $50. 

All this is over and above the savings builders could achieve by 

loca l code authorities to) adopt the new National Plumbin g Code, wh i 
to $50 to $100 on a n1inimum bath-$50 if the present code is f 
$100 if i t is typical of the wasteful practices req uired by most cod 

Tiling is another place to look for savings. The always popular 
now being used by man)I builders at a cost of $1 per sq. ft. instea 
secret is to use a thin-setting bed of adhesive rather than mortar. 
been used for 20 yrs. but many build ers have discovered thi s fast 
recently. In some places carpenters are beginning to set tile just 

dry wall. When they can get ceramic til e a t a reasonable rate, ma1 
use more of it to glamorize their bathrooms, running it up to the cei i 
tub or shower. Ma nufacturers of other wall materials, such as p 1 

tile, waterproof plastic board or plywood, are bringing out attract\ 
highly competitive pnces. 
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20 ways to better the small bathroom 

1 . Install a built-in clotl es hamper or storage cabinet und er the wa l basin 

' Here are inexpensive ways 

to improve the minimum-sized bath 

with the savings you realize 

from cost-cutting techniques. 

All have obvious sales appeal. 

All are simple things that add up 

to a heap of convenience and comfort, 

cost builders next to nothing to install. 
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family wants more baltlA·oom storage and this is the easiest plac o pre 
Architects Matern & York recommend that a hamper be put und · the ] 

Many builders, however, prefer to add a built-in cabinet. A cabinet oul d 
much ex tra and some savings come from the fact that no finished fl · is n 
under it. While some sink-cabinet combinations cost al mos t tv1ice a, rnch : 
basins alone, many bui~d ers believe the added sales appeal is wor th ti cost. 
who have a mill shop c;a j1 make their own cabinets. 

2. Provide a bigger wash basin. Some women wash their hair 
sink because the bathroom basin is not big enough to keep them fr 
Aoor. Small wash basi11s actually save littl e cost. Fritz Burns, who 1 

basin with a 4" flange, estimates he could save only $2 or $3 by usi 
basin. A big enough basin might even be used to wash the baby. 

r the 
splas 

s a 2] 

·a 17 

3. Use a wash basin wirh a wide, flat rim. Many people prefer to ve su 
used thrngs as mouthwash, too th paste, razors on the sink. The desi to ha 

things at hand can b~ met inexpensively by providing more out- cabin• 
around the basin. 
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Low-cost hardboard is used for cabinet slid

ing doors and as enclosure for storage under 

basin. This is a good example of storage 

space in a small bathroom at very low cost. 

Mixing faucet to prevent scalding when wash

ing under running waler is thoughtful device 

that can be iitilized at no additional cost 

by builders alert to simple bathroom needs. 
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Crane Co. 

4. Put a mixing faucet, instead of two separate faucets , 
basin. Almo~ t everyone prefers to wash his face and h 
running wa if r. Water from separate faucets is either t 

to wash av1:~y dir t or too hot to touch. Bill Levitt on t 
Coast and ritz Burns on the West Coast agree that the 
faucet shoul cost a smar t buyer no more than a pair of st 

separate taps. 

5. Use a fauc~t with an aerating nozzle. No one want 

splashing 011 sleeves, dresses or on the fl oor. Extra cost 
70¢ to $1. 

6. Provide a double electrical outlet for appliances 
the bathroom. Use of hair dryers, sun lamps and electri 
requires at least one more outlet than is generally provid 
safety's sak I put the outlet out of reach of the bathtub. 
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7. Install an extra large medicine cabinet over th as1n. 
When the ''all is nonbearing, studs can be spaced wider take 
the wider crbinet. Almost no cabinet is big enough for s oring 
all the poqons, pills and paraphernalia that practicall every 
American ~ami l y wants to stuff into it (people are 
more drugsj and toil et goods than ever before). Some 
who recogmze the need for jumbo-sized cabinets mill th 
Manufacturers are now marketing big cabinets with slidi1 
and ample mirror area. Prices range from $35 to $50, 
extra large I cabinet manufactured without sliding mirro 
can be purchased locally) sell s for $17 .50. 

8. Provide all the storage you can for towels and b 
supplies right in the bathroom. The 5' x 7' bath is so s 
almost the J nly practical space available is over the toil 
which shoJd have a flat top for storage. Extra cost: 
In over-thertoilet space 30" wide and 4' deep, to avoi 
hazard, Fr"tz Burns builds his storage with a slanted nt 8" 
deep at the bottom, 12" deep at the ceiling. His cost r thi~ 

storage fa 4 lity is only $5. If your bath is . 5' x 8' in t a~. of 
5' x 7', take advantage of the extra foot to bmld a A.oor-t - e1l111g 
storage spalce in the corner beside the toilet with open s 
the bottom and a closed cabinet above . Total cost: less t $20. 

9. Use a long-lipped, elongated toilet bowl. No hot 
or commercial building would use anything else . Hom 
have been slow to take up this improvement. It costs fro 

to _$10 ~orf to~ay than the_ standard _models used in ho 
pnce differential might disappear 1f more builders 
elongated bowl. Every woman who sees a model home 
will be quick to appreciate its advantages. 

10. You might install a combination shower-tub spra 
that combihes the tub faucets and shower nozzle in one 
can be adj~sted for shower or tub filling. Fritz Burns 
device, sa~s it not only saves him from $3 to $5 on th 
separate piping but is a big sales aid since the heigh 
shower can be regulated for adult or child (see photo p. 

Heat under tub eliminates the need for grille 

or register, provides creature comfort. Warm 

air from furnace enters from under tub which 

acts as a plenum. Tub stands on 1" blocks. 
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11. Put a 
sho ul 

so th 

grab 

12. Be s 

who 

tubs 

13. Why 
cold 

winte 
under 
Secret 
Andy 

adequate hand grip beside the tub. For safety it 
e anchored to studs and se t vertical ] y or at a 45 ° angle 

is no temptation to hang towels on it. A good husky 

r costs $4 to $5 and goes in as the ti le is set. 

to choose a tub with flanges to go behind the tile 

hree sides where the tub meets the wall s. Home owners 
plain about water seepage that rots away wall s around 

e legitimate gripes. 

t have the bathtub warmed? A cold bath tub has sent 
vers up the backs of many users, par ticularly on cold 

ays. If you use hot-air heating, bring it into t~e bathroom 
th the tub so the whole tub acts as a plenum I (see Trade 
ouse, H&H, Jan. '53 , p. 104 and bottom photo, p. 96). 

ace of South Bend reports the added cost as $9. Some build
it saves mon ey because no gri lle or r egiste1· is needed. 

n exhaust fan in the ceiling. It need be vented only 
)en attic, where venti lation usuall y is more than sufficient. 
'il 1 remove bathroom odors and steam faste r than a win

dow, ' ich is just as likely to blow them into the hou ~e as out of 
it. ( ting moisture out of the air is doub ly important if the 

· air conditioned.) Furthermore, a fa n will 1jot chill the 
bath · 1 winter as an open window will. The small est fans cost 

from ' 0 to $25 and wil I do the job . If you do n' t walnt to spend 

an ex $25, use a fix ed windo w in the bath and save enough 

overt cost of an openable one to pay for the fa n. 

1 5. Offer 
(cost: 
that t 

· uxiliary electric heat in the form of either a heat lamp 

bout $5) or radiant-heat panel (about $35 ). Remember 
s tate of undress of most users of the bathroom call s for 

additi al hea t-at a lmost a moment's notice and on co ld morn-

ings t first room to need heat is the bath. 

16. Set t 
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into i 
twist 

the pl 

17. Pro vi 
worn a 
wome1 
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p . 10 
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18. Don't 
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funds 
bath-cl 

19. Provi 
direct 
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20. Move 
Many 

the sl 
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bathtub faucet handles closer to the edge of the bath
er than direct ly beneath or above the outlet. Bathers 
wariably turn on water for shower or tub before stepping 
P lacement closer to the edge eliminates the awkward 
use r must make to turn the water on. Cost for bend in 

bing: about $3. 

facilities for drying the light laundry almost every 
loes in the bathroom. A three-bar, h inged rack such as 
se to dry dish towels in the ki tchen can be placed over 

' 1 rack , or a simply bui lt space frame of latera l members 
l" x l"s and fu II rounds can be erec ted at low cost 

lavatory and toi let or bathtub and lava tory (see photo, 
A rack wi th telescopic arms is also available. The man 

confronted with an assortment of drippin g nylons and 
ar when he reaches for a towel wi ll give you a vote of 
or providing a means to clear the towel rack .from con-

] tter. 

ut dressing-table facilities in the minimum 5' x 7' 
wi ll cause rush-hour bottlenecks. Only when space and 
e avai lable can you conver t the bath into a combination 

smg room. 

generous towel racks. Best placement for one is 

opposite the wash basin. It shoul d be from 4' to 4%' 
ead of the standard length and can have two or three bars . 

ngs behind the door can suppl ement that wide bar. 

he bathtub soap dish away from the shower. 
ap dishes are constantly being flooded with water when 
er is turned on , thus dissolving the soap. Set the . dish 

y from the spray of the shower. 

Adjustable shower nozzle elim inates the need 

for additional tub jaucels. S hower can also 

be lowered jar washing oj smallest children. 

Exhaust fan can i;ent ilate bathroom qu icker, 

11111re e/fi.rien tly than windows nhich might 

blow odors into as well as out of !he house. 
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What type of bathroom for the three-bedroom ouse? 

Bedroom basin offered at an ad

ditional $100 £O buyers in the 

Wade & Wichard Long Island 

subdivision. Over half ordered it . 

size bath room. 

door that di1;ides one group of 

fixtures from the others. 

:;ainst one wall 

in Place & C ' bath-und-n-half 

in South Ben . Ind. Cost tv 

Place as ex tra SJ 10. 
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A single, th -fixture bathroom just isn't big enough for a 

family if th amily is big enough to need a three-bedroom 
house. Ever r ody wants to use some part of the bathroom 

at the same ime in the morning when the children are 
dashing off school and their father is hurrying to work. 

Of course, th . 
bathroom, bu 
pendin g part 

more on how 
reasonab I y s 
would like a 

P lumbers 
they helped 
waste which 1 

If you can't 

bath, there 

~Without ad 
present ba th 
a separa te 3' 
bath comforta 
all this need 
for another $ 
more useful b 
ment. You can 
3' x 5' powd n 

and he fou nd 
had a storage 

~You can bre 

passenger batl , 
separate comp 

5' x 10' a lon
0 

it is one of th 

of a house 26 

wa ll , where it 
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one bes t answer is lo put in a complete second 
his may add anywhere from $350 to $900, de
on how large the ex tra bath is, depending still 

asteful the loca l plumbing code is. One thing is 
: every family that bu ys a three-bedroom house 
cond bathroom if the cost were reasonable. 
Id have a chance to put in a lot more baths if 

lders elimina te some code restrictions and other 
v add so much to bathroom cos ts. 

ord to go all the way and put in a second 

e several halfway steps you can take: 

g any fixtures at all , you can break up yo ur 
o a two-passenger bath by p uttin g the toilet in 

' compartment. You can squeeze a two-passen,ger 
into a 5' x 10' space_ Besid es the extra space, 

st is an extra partition around the toile t. But 
or so yo u can make the two-passenger bath still 
utting a small wash basin in the toil et compart
ep yo ur minimum 5' x 7' bath complete and add a 
room alongside. This is what Andy P lace did 

ie ex tra cos t was on ly $ll0 because he already 
se t. 

your present one-passenger bath up into a three
i. e. yo u can put tub, basin and toilet each in a 

ment. Such a three-passenger bath needs a space 

e bedroom hall. This is shall ow enough so that 

vays to p ut the bathroom plans on an inside wall 
1ide with the kitchen on the opposite side of the 
II have an outside exposure. 

houses includes hot-water heater 

directly over washer-drier. 

LIFE: Cordon Parks 

What happens in the William Perkins', Joplin., Mo., one-bathroom. 

house during the morning ru.sh hour. Seven children solve the 

traffic problem at four levels, but photo shows this is not ideal. 

~You can put an ex tra wash basin in the master bedroom, 
preferably screened off in some kin d of closet. Since this basin 

will be for adults only, yo u can get extra dividends by setting it 
in 6" higher : 

I t will be much pleasanter for adults to wash witho ut having to 

stoop way over (just as a higher kitchen sink has saved many a 

backache), and it will leave you more room for storage drawers 
under the basin. Several builders on Long Island have fou nd 
home seekers ready to pay $100 extra for such a concealed 
basin in the bedroom and that is a lot more than the extra hasin 
ought Lo cos t th e bu ilder Lo in stall . 

One other very practical problem in connection with the 

bath: what is the best place for an automatic laundry? 

I n Europe the bathroom of low-cos t houses lucky enough to have 
such a luxury as a bath is often the " water room"-a combination 

laundry and bath with the toilet in a separate compartment some
where else. Builders who have tested the idea of p utting the 

au toma ti c lau ndr y in the bath instead of th e kitchen or utility 

room report that about half the women prefer a laun dry in the 
bath because: 

~ I t is a conven ient place for most of the lau ndry originating in 
the bathroom or the nearby bedrooms. 

~The bathroom is a little-used space from the time the children 
go to school ti ll they come home. 

~The new combination washer -drier occu pies 7 sq. ft., so there 
is room for it in the inside corner of a 7' x 10' bath, and storage 
can be provided above it for sheets and towels. 

~The laundry machine in the bathroom can do double duty as 
the clothes hamper. 

~Some builders who put the automa tic laundry in the bathroom 

are also providing built-in ironing boards so small linens can be 

ironed right in the bathroom. Other builders report that house
wives prefer to do their ironing in the bedroom. A minori ty 
wish to do their ironin g in the kitchen or utility room. 
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BATHROOMS 

14 ways to add sales appeal to the big r bath 

Every builder should consider making his bathroom larger. 
Every buyer would like a larger bath. Architects Matern 
& York say that nothing sells a $12,000 house faster than 
an oversize bath with some deluxe new features. Although 
a larger bath costs the builder more, the experience of 
numerous builders is that many families are willing to 
pay extra for it. When Stern & Price in Cupertino, Calif. 
offered a " standard model" and a "de luxe model" in three
bedroom houses, every family wanted the house with the 
extra bathroom even though it cost approximately $1,000 
more. 

1 . Two wash basins set in a long countertop with drawers and 
other carefull y planned storage space benea th . This is almost 
a standard feature in luxury houses and is an idea that builders 
can turn into a mouth-watering sales feature . Even a one-bowl 
lavatory se t in a storage cabinet with a big counter is a sales 
advantage. Apparentl y the bigger the counters, the harder 
women fall for them. A countertop betw een two basins can serve 
as a place to dry and dress small babies . 

2. A really plush oversize medicine cabinet with sliding mirror 
front (to prevent bumped hea ds). The bigges t ones cost over $50. 

3. A heated towel rack. Advantages: you can step out of the 
ba th and pick up a hea led Low e! ; towels dry faster. This is a 
luxury that is a feature of better ba throoms in England. Ameri
cans come home raving abou t it. All you need to do is put a 
loop in the hot-water circu i t and run it through a chromium 
p lated pipe that forms a do uble towel bar. Cheapest way to in
stall it is probably to put the loop in the hot-water line for th e 
wash basin. 

4. A separate shower stall. Instead of using the bathtub for 
showers, the extra stall will al I ow an ex tra bathing faci lity. 
Alternative: use the tub area as a sho wer stall by puttin g in a low
cost bath enclosure. Some can be bought for as litt le as $85; 
others with figured glass are as much as $150. 

S. Compartmentalized fixtures. This is probably the most impor
ta nt single step a builder can take to provide a practical yet 
attractive bath. fu nctional div ision of compar tments is one step 
in the direction of the pri vacy affo rded by the bedroom lavatory 
or additional half-bath . It can be done by long panes of obscure 
glass, corrugated plas tic or glass fib er (cost with fittings: about 
$35) , even thin, low dry wa ll s topped by space frames. 

6. Concentrated as well as general lighting. Artificial lighting 
is often inadequate to g ive general as we ll as concentrated light 
for shaving, making up, dressing. Particularly in the bigger bath 
it is necessary to provide separa te concentrated lighting for 
grooming. New flu orescent Lubes (a t 10~! more than the standard 
uni ts) provide a warm light with some red in it to ki ll the blui sh 
hues. Proper sh ieldi ng is necessa ry to elimina te glare. Lighting 
authorities say too much i ll uminatio n is virtuall y impossib le, 
that people confuse glare with ill umination . 

7. Full-length mirror. Particular ly in a bath with dressing table 
facilities this is desirable. Loca tion mos t fr equently recommended 
is on the ba throom door. Cost: approximately $4,0. 
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8. Linen closet opening into bathroom. This is 
sirable in bathrooms with washers and driers. Si 
linen is used in the bedroom-bathroom area, ' 
through from bath to linen closet and from !in 
or bedroom? Cost might run as high as for an 

9. Wall-hung toilet. Says Dave Slipher, fritz 
and production chief, "We believe that no one s 
the bathroom would contribute more to the gen · 
batl;iroom upkeep than to provide a wall-hung t I 
facilitates cleaning floo rs, adds to the general b 
of the bath." Other advantages: elimination of co 
lure that forms on tanks of water closets, add 
bath, no tank-refilling noise. Although original 
is about twice that of the standard floor-standing 
ins~alled in much less time. A large-scale acce 
duce the cost of the three components: carrier, 
f lush valves for wall-hung toilets have an exc 
long service. Use of the fl ush valve requires at 
from the street, in areas with low pressure, 11/,1' 

1 O. Recessed toilet tank (alternative to wall-h 
toilet). Where kitchen and bathroom are back 
quate space is alloca ted to pu t plumbing betwe r 

(at least l') there is no problem of working t I 
Dave Slipher says: " It can be done by recessir 
and letting the bottom of the cabinet be a re 
effect corresponding to the usual removable to] 
tional toilet tank)." The tank can be insulated 
vantages: less space is used in the bath; the m 
th{1 tank in humid weather is eliminated. 

11 . Bookshelf or magazine rack near the toil 
has too little available space for even such a s 
it is a natural for the bigger bath. Several pri 
recent Crane Co. national architectural competit 
thoughtful addition. The cost should be triflin 

the magazine-reading public immense. 
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A small bath 
11 luxury, but 
¥inn ers in the 

1 included this 
·he reaction of 

12. Built-in clothes hamper. This is a practical a ition in a bath 
where both dressing-table facilities and launder 1 g facilities are 
included. If space under th e wash basin is used leg space and 
vanity drawers, a clothes hamper is not prac 1 there. It is 
best recessed in a wall close to the washer an r dri er. Cost: 
about $30. 

13. Built-in bathroom scale. Units now manufac 
that can fold into the wall when not in use. C 

14. Provisions for children's use of the bath. 
lieve that every medicine cabinet should have as 
to lock away poisons from inquisitive chi ldren 
this fea ture in cabinets they b uild themselv 
people can reach the faucets by themse lves, som 
a pull -out drawer under the lavatory. Sti ll ot 
bathtub that chi ldren can climb in and out of 
rii:nmed tub where a mother can sit whi le ball i 
for other advances in the modern bathroom, see 

eel include one 
: about $40. 

ilders who be
ll compartment 
e incorporated 

So the little 
uilders provide 
s use a low er 
ely or a wide
g chi ldren. 
144. 
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Simple construct 

both space divid 

vision for towels 

uses all availabl 

H edrich-Blessing 

ztses full rounds as 

and interestin g pro

Atbinet under basin 

orage room .. 

Modular cabinet re sized to fit lava-

tories and count of fixtztre manufac-

turer. Assortme of types permits 

flexibility in ens ble arrangements as 

Philip Feiro 

Compartmentallred fixtures, left, allow simztl

taneous use of to ilet and tllb , separated by ob

scztre glass. Note low-t iled bench near bath for 

dressing, overhead 

liary wall heater. 

illumination, and large aztxi-

1 

Handsome bath gets much of its luxury from ceramic tile 

on floor, count ers and on walls right to th e ceiling. Tile 

costs only $1 to SI .SO per sq. ft., is a big sales feature. 

This wide counter is working area for baby's bath. and its 

luxury would delight any woman. Three medicine cabinets, 

left wall, are so hinged they provide a three-way mirror. 

Colored countertop and twin basins proved fin e 

selling point for one /milder. Arrangement would 

have had even greater wility if storage space had 

extended to floor with recess for toe room, 
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Why not an open-plan bath? 
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Photos: George R. Szanik and Maynard Parker 

Open-plan bath, designed jar his own house by 

California Architect Burton Scutt, borrows space 

f ram dressing area. Low-cost variation in H HF A 

design appears on opposite page. 

The idea of open planning and multiuse of sp 
carried to almost every corner of the house 
bathroom. Yet architects recognize that m 
would enjoy an expansive bathroom-to le 
down psychologically as well as physicall 

(see H&H, Jan. '52, p. 113, and photo 
gain a large, luxurious room for bathing is 
bathroom to the bedroom as open space (jus 
dining room has been added to the living r 
open plan). Builders may say, "You coul 
away with that in a builder's house." 

Nevertheless, HHFA Architect Bernard Wagner 
with an open-plan bath that could give dwellers i 
some of the luxury that comes with space. In effe 
bathtub out of the 35 sq. ft. bathroom and puts 

sq. ft. bedroom. 
This bathtub-shower combination, directly access 

bedrooms, is a step in the direction of many pe 
bath." George Nelson, author of a chapter on t 
in Talbot Hamlin 's monumental study of contemp 

has been 
xcept the 
y people 
heir hair 

One way 
osite) to 

add the 
s the old 
m by the 
never get 

s come up 
nail houses 
1e takes the 
in the 200 

e from two 
e's "dream 
ay's houses 
ry architec-

ture, Fo~ms and Functions of 20th Century A rel · cture, cites 
the results of a survey on what people really w 1 ed in their 
bathrooms:" ... a radio, a tel ephone, and even a p " 
for example, suggested that the pleasant relaxe 
comes with taking a l:iath creates a desire for socia 
communication." 

Yet, " the modern bathroom is the one room in t 

re window, 
eeling that 

nd aesthetic 

ouse which 
has been squeezed down to an absolutely irreduci minimum, 
and the reason is that bathrooms are usually de, ned for the 
fixtures instead of for the people who use them ." 

. The listing of a chaise longue and an ov 
gested that, given the space, people might use the 
sexual activity. Other replies showed that care 

ize tub sug
l throom for 

f the body 
through exercise was logically connected in some 1 ple's minds 
with ge ttin g the body clean . 

"What was most interesting about this investig t on was that 
it turned up a picture not of a new kind of bathr 1 but of the 
oldest type known to mankind. The Roman baths "or instance, 
combined social activity, games, exercise and eve ultu ral pur-



suits with b 
primarily for 
the priva te J 
used fo r gett 1 

the body .... 
"One concl 

the US is not 
to be and th 
how an 
create a 

mg. The Russian and Finnish steam baths are 
cial act1v1ty .... The Japanese bath, as built in 

anese house, is a room in which the shower is 
clean whereas the tub is used only for relaxing 

ion that might be drawn is that the bathroom in 
ite the miracle of modern ingenuity it is supposed 
i t might better be described as an example of 

·ial culture acting in concert with prudery can 
that fails to meet requirements expressed by the 
every part of the world throughout history .... " 
esigned bathroom makes some of these points 
r one for the practical -minded builder: where he 
a bath for each bedroom (because of space or 

and still ano 
cannot provi 
cost), a was 
in the toilet 
during perio 

l asin in each of two bedrooms and a separa te one 
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do much to take the pressure off the bathroom 
, of peak use. 

Unconventional arrangement above, by Architect Bernard Wagner for 

HH FA , puts almost the equivalent of two complete bathrooms (five fixtures) 

in 45 sq .. ft. The toilet compartment off the hallway is accessible to all 

members of the family and guests. Each bedroom has its own lavatory; 

cabinets over and under each basin provide convenient storage space. Sliding 

doors between bathtub-shower and bedrooms assure the necessary privacy. 

Arrangement allows for location of window at end of the bath area. The 

· toilet need not have daylight but must. of course, have an exhaust fan. 

Waterproof floo ring is laid near bathtub and wash basins in each bedroom. 

How bath room idea /its a house is shown in plan.. Variat ion of design, left, 

with two separate toilets, is achie~ed by elimination of lavatory in. each toilet 

compartment, addition. of dividing wall. Note access to end toilet from. hall 

as well as from bedroom. 
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NEWS 

IN THIS MONTH'S NEWS: 

(see pp. 37 through 52} 

A look at the makeup of the 

new Congress hints it may 

not reduce public housing as 

much as some people think 

Truman's budget would boost 

with FHA and public housing, 

give a shot in the arm to HHFA 

research and military 

construction 

Builders worry over vacancies 

in defense housing, and Armed 

Forces Housing Chief Coogan 

advises them to build slower 

House & Home's Trade Secrets 

house draws crowds that 

recall the housing rush of '46 

and dozens of builders prepare 

to erect it in their localities 

The industry fight against 

slums gets a boost as Chicago 

opens its second housing court 
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GOP hits snags finding new 
chief so lame ducks are reta 
As February began, the biggest unfilled job 
in the Eisenhower administration was that 
of HHF Administrator. There seemed to be 
two principal reasons for the delay-itself 
something of an anomaly for the new team 
which elsewhere had taken over the reins 
of government with remarkable speed and 
decision. One reason was that Eisenhower 
was having trouble finding a man for the 
job upon whom his closet advisers and lead
ing segments of the building industry could 
agree. The other: a basic decision was still 
pending whether or not to keep HHF A as 
it is, increase its authority to a cabinet· 
level "department of housing" as Builder 
Tom Coogan was urging, or break it up as 
suggested by HousE & HoME's industry· 
wide Round Table and many other ele
ments. Few men of stature in the building 
industry were inclined to accept the $17 ,. 
500 HHFA job only to be told to liquidate 
the agency. 

Prospects galore. In the weeks preceding 
Eisenhower's inauguration, nearly a dozen 
names bobbed into the stream of Washing· 
ton talk as prospects to succeed HHFAd
ministrator Raymond Foley. Two of the 
ablest, Mortgage Bankers James Rouse Jr. 
of Baltimore and Byron T. Shutz of Kansas 
City, were understood to have declined . 
Alan Brockbank, retiring president of 
NAHB, indicated in a speech at Chicago 
that his stern opposition to public housing 
may have put him ou t of the running. There 
was also the fact that other associations 
might resen t having a homebuilder in the 
top housing post. Ralph H. Cake, former 
GOP national committeeman from Oregon 
and one time (1940) president of the US 
Savings & Loan League, had made it clear 
before the election that he mean t to return 
to Portland whether Ike won or lost. 

The candidacies of Charles P. Taft, 
brother of the senator and unsuccessful 
candidate last fall for governor of Ohio; 
of Herman T. Stichman, New York state 
housing commissioner; and of Stewart 
Rothman, executive director of the Minne· . 
sota division of housing, never seemed to 
get off the ground. 

Two from Kansas. At month's end, dope· 
sters figured only two more were left in 
the running: Henry J. Bubb of Topeka and 
Albert L. Cole of Holton, Kans. Bubb, 
former (1950) president of the US Savings 
& Loan League, is president of the Capital 
Federal Savings & Loan Association. A 

long-time Republican stalwar 
man of the National Yom 
Federation in 1938. Lawyer 
defeated for re-election to 
Representatives last fall, sta 
dacy for the job on his me 
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It was not r; e, as many in the industry 
heard , that t President had delegated him 
the job of veying US housing agencies 
for a possi shakeup. In his day-to-day 
job as econ 1 ic adviser to the President, 
Hauge woul be cast more in the role of 
go-between such studies. Besides HousE 
& HoME's R nd Table report summing up 
the best thin g in private industry, which 
Hauge had der study, the new adminis-
tration coul xpect housing recommenda-
tions from t Temple University survey of 
government "anization. And other econo
mists might ell be called in for expert 
advice. But any another problem clam
ored for att ·on more urgently than hous
ing. So tru d lkemen said White House 
thinking ha one only about this far: 

The first i ng to study was "that colos
sus," HHF FHA was here to stay, al
though som revamping of its standards 
might be in er. On public housing, and 
slum clearw , the government could hard
ly withdraw om the field entirely, looked 
hopefully at ivate industry's still embryo 
attempts to me up with a workable al-
ternative to 

Nearer to 
prime impo1 
GOP chief 

present expensive program. 

V2 % ? On many a policy of 
nee to housing, the lack of a 

HHF A had shifted lead er-
ship to Co1 . ·ess. There it fell in to the 
hands of th hairmen of the banking and 
currency c mittees which pass on all 
housing leg tion, Sen. Homer Capehart 

Rcni 
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(R, Incl.) and Rep. Jesse Wolcott (R, 
Mich.). 

Capehart, who was already on record as 
favoring an interest rate rise, promptly 
bumbled into the long struggle over the 
frozen interest rates of VA ( 4%) and FHA 
(generally 41/i %) home loans. On Jan. 28, 
he summoned ten lame-cluck administrators 
from HHF A, FHA and VA to a closed 
hearing, asked them whether interest ra tes 
should be raised (see cut) . HHF Adminis· 
trator Foley and eight aides told the com
mittee what they had been saying for nearly 
two years: a rate increase is not necessary 
now. Capehart reported he did draw admis
sions from Gray and Foley that "certain fac
tors" might make a rise necessary shortly. 
Explained the senator: "I take it to mean 
that if government interest costs continue to 
rise and all other interest rates follow suit, 
then the higher government mortgage rates 
would be necessary." 

Portents in bonds. There were plenty of 
signs that suoh a tight money trend was in 
the making as the administration moved to 
prevent the confidence boom from generat
ing more inflation. Most economists con
sidered the Federal Reserve's Jan . 15 action 
in raising its discount rate from 1 % % to 
2% as the first harbinger. Another was the 
Treasury's offer of six-year bonds at 21/2 % 
or one year certificates at 2% % in exchange 
for $8.8 billion of 1 % % Treasury certifi 
cates expiring in mid-February. One highly 

placed Eisenhower aide explained the 
refinancing this way: the added cost to the 
government of increasing debt-service 
charges is arithmetical; the rise in prices 
from inflation fueled by excessively low 
interest rates is geometric. 

The next few months would see strong 
efforts by the Eisenhower admin istration to 
prevent business expansion from carrying 
after it a wave of price increases. Strict 
credit discipline was the chosen instrument. 
That meant higher interest rates. 

In the House, Rep. Jesse Wolcott was 
getting ready to investigate the interest rate 
question , too, although he was also on rec· 
ord as favoring an increase. With Treasury 
concurrence, FHA already had power to 
raise its rate as high as 5%, VA to boost its 
rate to 4.lf2%. About all that seemed needed 
1rns a nudge. 

Philadelphia department store 
sells apartments 

Gimbels in Philadelphia opened the firs t 
department of its kind in US departmen t 
store annals, began selling apartments in a 
proposed $3.2 million, 300-unit FHA-in
sured cooperative. Even before the store 
put on display full -size furnished models 
of four apartment interiors (carrying 
charges $37 to $117 a month) it had de
posits on 60 units. On Jan. 12, the firs t 
day of regular selling, it signed up 65 
more applicants, 125 in the next four clays. 

INTEREST RATE HEARING by Senate bank in g com miUee hears H HFAdmi n istrator R ay F oley (R, at 

w i tness tab le) testify f l a n ked by VAd mini st r ator Carl Gray (c) and VA's Bert King (I). W. Rando lph 

Burgess ( th i rd from r, at rear) spec ial co nsu l tant to the Treasury on f iscal pol icy, sat i n on session 

but made no comment whether he favored the rate increase pr ivate lenders, builders demand. 
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Is public taste 

getting ahead of most builders? 

Builder Burt Duenke learns by happy experience 

that people want better houses. 

Even in conservative St. Louis, buyers scramble for 

the fresh design 

he and his architect developed 

"When money tightened up and houses weren ' t moving fast, we 
realized we had to do a better job," says Buil der Burt Duenke. 
" Selling houses in a buyers' market is getting to be as much a matter 
of good design as of low cost." 

When he decided to bui Id a post-and-beam, partly prefabricated 
house in his Ridgewood subdivision, many builders told him his 
design was far too advanced fo r burgher St. Louis with its big con
centration of conservative German stock. 

Actually the houses sold faster than any of the more conservative 
models he offered in the past. Buyers were quick to see a lot of good 
living in his open floor plan , and his construction was so carefully 
and economica ll y designed that he was ab le to offer 1,186 sq. ft. 
plus carport and outdoor storage for $14,200, a rock-bottom price 
for St. Louis. 

What's more, FHA gave him top valuations and cooperated during 
the planning stage. Banks which had seen him improve his design 
each year did not hesitate to back him. 

Take a look at his selling record: 

~Sales in ten months totaled 209 houses. 

~Almost all the 147 houses in the first two sections were sold from 
two completed models. 

~Eight buyers of the first 90 were young architects. 

~Most of the first two dozen houses were so ld at night and by ap
pointment. 

~Regulation X (when it was on) did not hinder sales. " That proved 
,to us that design makes the difference. People are looking for new 
and better houses, just as they expect advances· in automobiles." 

Duenke did not leave merchandising his houses to chance, as the 
photos on these pages show. His main problem : to let prospects see , 
thf[t a .modern house is a livable, likable place to eat, sleep, p lay and 
be gay in. Many builders duck this problem, figure it is easier to 
go on offering the same old houses peop le are accustomed to- but 
not Duenke. Here are some of the merchandising tricks he used to 
make people dis~atisfied with stand-pat designs: 

Rooms were furnished down to the last detail so visitors cou ld 
get the feel of living in a modern house. 

k cu.ta way display of wall panels, partitions and post-and-beam 
structural elements was exhibited to show how the house was built. 

.It':; 
f· 

Design makes the difference 

One of the biggest tributes to the Ridgewood house was that many 
of Duenke's customers had planned to build their own houses, but 

. decided ~o buy from Duenke because he offered so much they liked. 
That,_ sJ:1_9_uld be a tip:off to other bµilde rs, since almost everyone 

!06 
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By staggering houses in depth and 

the row-on-row appearance of many builder de

velopments was avoided. Streets are curved to 

take advantage of the hilly site. Cul-de-sacs in 

other sections add to variety, pre l!ent monotony. 
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Hundreds of visr 

Dnenke was up l 

stop them. Sod 

s, below, flocked to see what 

Even rainy weather could not 

lawns gave finished effect, 

kept site from g t ng muddy. Gentle slopes and 

carports were us to give each house privacy. 
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Night lighted for display, completely furnished 

rnodel house drew steady flow of visitors even on 

week days. Nighttime inspection hours gave op

portimily lo show e/]ectiveness of modern light 

fixtures and the remote control lighting system. 
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scored concrete patio behind carport. Floor-to

ceiling window is in bedroom. Siding, trim, roof 

gravel colors were controlled by builder, added 

individual touch, and precluded color clashes. 

Paneled study, right, could be used for a sew

ing room, third or guest bedroom, children's 

playroom. Nate roomy storage wall on right; 

half of closet opens into li ving room near door

way. Sloped ceilings make room seem bigger. 

JOS 

, ____ ,..,-1 

Conventional furniture in display house 

helped convince buyers they 1 d not have mod-

ern furniture for a modern use, sold many 

young couples who could a/Jo a new house but 

not new furnishings. Fireplac as big sales bait. 

Modern decoration by Mir 1, 

ln11.is , in licing room , left, co 

rl'ltn scheme in the same 

raised hearth /or fir eplace . 

uddeil to indoors by use of 

Elman of St. 

'ctsts early Amer-

1 ( aho1,e), Nate 

utdoor space is 

rge glass areas. 
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Neat rchandising trick was to offer a choice 

o f tw i tch ens. Delu xe model (top) has wall 

oven, iwash er, garbage disposal unit. Swrage 

space, G ways al a pre111iu111 in the k i tchen, is 

provid 1 by handy caliine/s sh own in both photos. 
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BEDROOM 

12 '.4"x 14'.4" 

Merits carport storage area were made 

graphi y stoclc i11 g it with IJllllry items, garden 

tools ry suburban home owner uses. Like 

house, rport is redwood, balances the design. 

Childr 1 can play outdoors here on rainy days. 
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RIDGEWOOD SUBDIVISION 

would like to build his own home but few people can afford to . 
Four features buyers looked at and liked: 

1. Handsome stone fireplace. Duenke considers thi s a lifetime lux
ury that most people cannot afford to add after a house is bui l t. 
It is scaled nicely to the li vi ng room, breaks up the monotony of the 
vertical redwood siding, adds distinction to the house. ~ 

2. Open plannin g. Vaulted ceilings in the L-shaped livin g-dining 
areas make it look larger although the living room itself is relatively 
small. The eye is carried to the outdoors th rough large areas of glas _. 

·1.F'$'~ 

or window walls . In some houses Duenke built pass- throughs be-.:'..-· 
tween kitchen and dining area, in others maintained the open feelin g 
by ending the dividing partition below full cei ling height. Did 
women worry about cookin g odors in this open plan? One woman 
gave the answer bluntly: "Cabbage is cabbage. No door ca-nJ~eep 
out its odor." Duenke adds, "Women like the kitchen doo'r . open 
when they are cooking, anyway." 

3. Storage walls . Most of the par titions are closed walls with sliding 
doors. Master bedroom has a built-in vanity with big mirror and 
recessed light between tw·o closets; an optional item at $100, it 
caught women's eyes. Over half ordered i t. 

4 .. Car space. Most buyers preferred the attached carpor t although 
they were offered an attached garage or no car space at all . Others, 
fearing the cold SL Louis winter, took a closed-in garage for an 
extra $500. It has ample storage and work space in the back. 

Success no fluke 

Duenke reversed the old saw about being from Missouri and having 
to be shown . He did the showing and clearly demonstrated the ad
vantages of: 

Designer-builder cooperation. When Duenke was a 70-ho~se - a-year 
builder in 1949 he hired yo ung (30) Ralph Fournier, a student of 
architecture at George Washington University, on a part-time basis; 
then employed him full time after graduation . Both Fournier as 
architec t and Duenke as designer have learned from one another. 
They form a good team. Example : when Duenke sugges ted leaving 
wide overhangs off the backs of the houses, Fournier convinced him 
the shadows cast by the overhangs would soften the lines of the 
house . Similarly, he talked Duenke out of usin g a variety of exterior 
materials, or a "Banana Split" (H&H, Apr. '52). 

A well-planned site. Curved streets take advan tage of the gen tle 
slopes. Each house was oriented so families could en joy outdoor 
living in privacy. The large windows are generally loca ted to the 
south and east. Duenke plans 75' x 150' lots in his thi rel section to 
set his houses off to even better advantage. Split-level houses will 
be built on the higher knolls and wi ll overlook a central shopping 
center he will build this sprin g. This wi ll cash in on the trade his 
homes have brought to the neighborhood. A creek will separa te the 
center from the rest of the deve lopment. 

Advance planning. Duenke and Fo urnier spen t months working 
over their plans, detailed them minutely to save materials and labor 
in the field. "'We spent a lot of time and money," Duenke says, "but 
it was well wor th it. We even surveyed the site from the air [he is an 
avia tion enth usiast J. Si te planning is like diamond cutting: once 
yo u have made your big cuts, you cannot afford to change them. A 
shoppin g center on a big, hilly si te helps a lot because it allows 
give-and-take of the grea t gobs of earth that must be moved." 

Low cost. In an area where highl y competitive frame houses cos t as 
much as $12 per sq. ft. (brick, $1.50 more), houses with deluxe 
kitchen cabinets and fireplaces sell for as much as $13 per sq. ft. By 
planning on the drawing board instead of on the job, Duenke was 
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Tim e and labor on the job are 

jigs. Each jig is on an 8' sq. convenient irork 

height. Panels are built llp in layers: studs, sheathing, 

V-joint redwood siding applied without turning panels over. 

Redwood panels, right. are fitt ed to post-and-beam skele

ton by two m en using sim pie Lever tools . A tolerance of 

1 Yz" is allowed in panel frames so they can be adjusted 

and plumbed between posts. Extra-long lap or groove at 

ends hides panel joints. 

110 

Photos: (below) Hutchinson Photograph ers 

/milt center 

center grade lieam. 

plum.bed and brae 

marked at th e Jae 

where rafters are to 

raft ers are butted. nt 

tory-m.ade spacers bet 

holes predrillcd in 

space between roof a 

1s stapled over the 

erected on a 

then 

Beams are 

y to indicate 

placed. End 

s overlap. Fac

en rafters have 

1 m to ventilate 

ceiling. Screen 

oles. Tar-and-

gravel roof is built 1 , followed by 

panels. Construction anels is shown 

by diagra m (above, ri ). 



. 

"2" plaster rd 

bat insulat 

314" redwo 

--.2 .. "•4" fro 

_, ,,, _ 

VERTICAL 
SECTION 

ETRIC VIEW . 
Of MODULAR 
WALL PANEL 

sheathing 

iding 

~-tt-+ttt- 3"x'1i bracing 
flush with 
sheathing 

Sheathing is a 'ed a t a 45 ° angle, flash against wind 

hracing. !Vo no in{! of slur/ding £s necessary lo "lel in" 

bracing which 1 wiled fla t aga in st swds. Du enke insists 

his un ort hodox 1 ' /hod allows use of 111any small pieces 

that would be 1 eless applied vertically or horizontally. 

Non/oad-bearin artitions are precut and assembled be .. 

for e d eli very to t e j ob. Since they can be stored under 

ro of until ready r 11se, th ere is no t i111e lust u;aiting for 

arri val of maten , no cutting oj small pieces. Insulation 

is applied with s ile gun before dry walling. 
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able to bring his costs down to less than $10 per sq. ft. (without 
land ). One builder who tried to imitate him gave up when he 
cou ldn ' t get near Duenke's costs, which are competitive with the 

most cheaply built houses in the area. 

Duenke uses post-and-beam plus prefab panels 

Duenke's bui I ding methods are probably unique in his area. He car
ries post-and-beam construction one logical step further than is cus
tomary by using prefabricated panels between posts 6'-4" o.c. He 
pours his slab floor after his side wa lls are up and his roof is on . 

His unconventional techniques came only afte r he had tried other 
methods . He has grown (from six houses in '46 to over 200 in '52) 
because he tries any new techniques in the field . He tried roof trusses, 
gave them up because he believed they took too much material, were 

too cumbersome to handle. He built 24' side walls in one piece, gave 
them up because he had to stop his union carpenters on their job and 
get them to haul the long panels off the truck and into place. He 
rejected 4' prefab panels because they required too much labor on 

the job to put together. The 6'-4" panel he finally se lected as the 
most economical was based on the allowable roof span required by 
FHA. Thus 6'-4" became hi s module. 

Panels shipped with glazed windows 

The ver tical redwood panel s are made in a plant he bought 2 yrs. 
ago . The mill is several miles from his present site but will be closer 
to his next development. Duenke says, "We can put sheathing and 
exterior siding on in the same time it takes to apply sheathing alone 
in the field ." Aluminum windows are calked and glazed in the 

panels; but big window walls are site glazed . A portion of every 
glass area has screened, sliding sash for ventilation . Door frames 
are weath ~rstripped and hardware installed in door frames ; doors 
are fitted to the panels. 

Exterior can be varied 

The prefab panel allows tremendous flexibility of exterior: the 
homebuyer can have solid panels, window walls or high strip win 
dows almost any place he wants them. This nexibility allows the 
home owner to take advantage of sun , view and breeze. Over a dozen 
shifts can be made in the bas:c three-bedroom-and-carport pattern on 
which Duenke concentrated in his Ridgewood development (233 of 
258 houses) : the carport can be put in any one of four places; the 
fireplace can al so be placed in rnveral locations. 

Slab poured after roof is on 

Duenke carr ies the idea of fl ex ibility over into his building tech· 
niques: 

~Although he sometimes pours his Acor s!ab bc: fore beginning house 
framing, he prefers to pour it after the house is under roof by chut
ing ready-mix through the windows or doors. He says the roof keeps 
the slab from getting wet in rainstorms, keeps it from drying out too 
fast under broiling-hot sun, provides cover for rough plumbing. 
The floor is poured th ree-fourths of the way up the so le plate to add 
rigidity to the structure and to keep out drafts. 

~Since the chimney is totally outside the house it can be built at any 
time up to interior painting . This allows cuperintendents to keep men 
working even if bad weather prevents stonemasons from completing 
the chimneys. 

~Wiring can be installed before or aft :: r insulation. The 1%" toler
ance allowed between posts and panel pays a ni ce dividend by form 
ing a built-in channel for wiring which can be installed with a 
minimum of drilling. 
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Chimney detail (l eft) shows how it is 1nounted in roof by 

running the l/i" rods through rafters and transverse mem

bers. Workman mounts ladder with collar oj lightweight 

aggregate oi·er his head, pokes bars through rafters before 

th ey are nailed down. 

Chimney is prefabricated by Duenke for less than S IO; 

cost is low because it is so short. Since the furnac e is 

hung directly beneath ceiling of utility room , only a short 

flue is necessary to reach 'the terra-cotta flue liner. 

Posf·and-beam framework of double 2' 8" beams is 

supported by double 2" x 4" posts. Inse 1ows how ply-

wood tongue and posts slip between plyw -spaced beams 

for easy nailing. Factory-built center pa ion, only one 

which is load-bearing, is in three sect s. Beams are 

marked for quicker placing. 

Plumbing is centralized in the utility ro 

kitchen and bath room. All utilities are wit 1 

of a 9' circle. For easy access all plumbi 

the otherwise finished utility room. Extra 

under the ceiling furnac e for the clothes w 

H 

between the 

the diameter 

is exposed in 

ce is provided 

er and dryer. 
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g. i downspout 

Bui/ i gutter on roof allows an uncluttered sweep of 

wide . 1scia board across the top of the house. For Duenke 

it s 'S the problem of unsightly paint peeling that he 

expe · 1.ced with ex posed gutters on his earlier houses. 

Photos : Hutchinson Photographers 

Doo mbs are all completely weatherstripped and latched 

as 1 ; .• Volume buyi11g, mass production allow Duenke to 

mee ompetition, sell his houses for under $10 per sq. fl . 

Win w jamb, below, r:s cut four il1f(rs at once n11 ruuumatic 

mac 1 e in Uue11ke"s prefab pla11l . .T1u11b bcc11111cs st ru<"lural 

men r in th e redwood panels. Use of puwer tuuls cuts 

Luba osls . Sin ce much of the lulior is done in the plant, 

ma.1 • mall pieces can be used th([/ might be lost on the job. 
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No cutting, no fitting 

By using a low-pitched, tar-and-gravel built-up roof on a framework 
of doubled 2" x 4/' posts and doubled 2" x 3" beams (all precut) 
together with hi s modular panels, almost no cutting or fitting is 

required on the job. 
Precut rafters are spaced at the eaves with factory-made spacers 

in which holes have been drilled to vent the attic space. Holes have 

screen stapled over them. 
Redwood shea thing gives overhanging eaves a trim, finished ap

pearance. Center section of the roof is sheathed with fir, cedar or 
yellow pine. Overhanging beams are boxed in redwood. 

A built-in gutter on the edge of roof overhangs eliminates the 

possibility of unsightly paint peeling. 

One man's trade secrets 

Unconventional as he is progressive, Duenke buys 7' studding at $40 
cheaper per M than standard length, makes volume use of it for 
posts because his 3"-high beams give him the remainder of the 
height to the low side of the vaulted ceilings. He uses many short 
2" x 4" s for his horizontal framing . 

He buys dry wall in special 12'-6" lengths for ceilings. It reaches 
from wall to ridge beam in one sweep, eliminates cutting, saves labor, 
minimizes extra joints. Drywall taping and plastering is down to a 
science. His subcontractor feathers a stretch almost a foot wide at 
the joint as insurance against cracks. Duenke says he will guarantee 
drywall against cracking, but would not guarantee wet plastering. 

Another big saving is made by using storage walls as the bulk of 
the partitions. By eliminating drywall where storage walls butt 
against drywall partitions, Duenke figures he saves enough dry
wall for ten houses in every 200 he builds. 

Building for convenience 

Sliding doors are used almost everywhere throughout the house. House
wives find them convenient, as chairs can be placed in front of doors. 

No space is wasted. 
A clothes hamper in the utility room is factory-built. It opena 

into the hallway near the bathroom door (and at a central point 
from the bedrooms) ; soiled linen is removed from the hamper 
I hrough a larger door in the utility room directly across from the 

washing machine. 
A corner cabinet at the intersection of the hallway and living 

area doubles as a bookshelf and telephone stand (one shelf is sized 
for the telephone book) . In houses without carports the gas meter 
can be housed in the cabinet, thus removing an unsightly appendage 
from the outside of the house. 

Duenke's whole company is sold on contemporary architecture. 
In the works now are more open planning, a plank ceiling house, 
greater glass areas, air conditionin g. Designer Fournier and Builder 
Duenke credit this magazine for much of their modern outlook . 
He is one Midwestern builder who says, " the building industry is 
on the move, we've got to keep up; you people have to stay ahead." 
His advice to others contemplating more modern designs: "Don't 
try to remodel an old plan. You' ll lose too much time. Starting from 
scratch with no preconceived ideas about how much a new house 
should resemble an old plan is the secret." 

Joining the prefab ranks 

Now, like Don Scholz of Toledo (H&H, Jan . '53) and Andy Place 
of South Dend, Duenke has turned loward prefabrication sales as 
one way of increa5in g vo lume without leaving his local build ing 
area. His newly formed Modular Hornes I nc. is shipping to Daven
port, Iowa ; Gran ite Cit ~· , Ill. and elsewhere, will soon be shipping 
the 500-mi. limit prefabricators consider economic. 
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NAHB's neYI president: 
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Emanuel Spiegel 
LtFE : Archie Lieberman 

Spiegel's greatest asset: he can. get a/on{; with people. 

He is seen here after his elecliun 11s president of NAHB 

in Chicago with directors (in.eluding John Weinhart with 

head du.eked in. cen/er) , all decidedly cheerful. 

Emanuel M. Spiegel was swept into the 

dency in Chicago last month with more gene 

and good will than has marked any previ 

While then' may have been differences of opi 

minor issues at Chicago, there was comple 

on the new leader: he was clearly the man f 

presi

agreemenl 

s election. 

non many 

agreement 

the job. 

"How ca n you throw rocks at a man likE· that?' sked a Wes t 
Coast builder . "He's 100'/c behind our orga ni zati i He's out to 
do everyth in g he can for the homeb uildin g indus · . I'm all for 
Manny." 

Everyone seemed to recognize that this was t year for a 

president with Spiegel's legal training and persona i y. Said past 
president Bill Atkin son : " Manny brings more NA experiencl' 
Lo the j ob than any other president we've had. e knows the 
organization better than any of us did when we t offi ce." 

This year, the members recognized, the NAHB esident musl 
meet new situation s in Washi ngton. Frank Co I ght will no 
longer be in th e central office. Even more importa1 s the change 
in the po litical situation. NAHB's new president 1st adjust its 
activities and programs to the completely new i enhower ad
ministrati on with new people in the housing bur s, new Con
gressional committees, and undoubtedly a consider e amount of 
brand new legislation. 

Manny seems to fit the bill exactly. He lives y an hour\ 
fli gh t from Washington and is in a position to spen a lot of time 
there. He is a law yer with a thorough knowledge o 
machinery. He has already demonstrated exceptio 
pearances before tough-minded Congress ional co 
his being an active Republican won't hurt. 

·overnmental 

skill in ap· 
ittees. And 

In the months ahead Spiegel's legal backgro will be a 
strong asset. "He is one of the few top builders w has learned 
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about codes, 
that affect b 
newcomer to 

Headquart 

To meet the 
job as presi 
in Washingt 
be getting a 

gal processes and all the governmental procedures 
i ding," said a man who knows how long it takes a 

am his way around Washington. 

: Washington 

ew conditions Spiegel has a new concept of his 
t. "I'll have to spend at least several months right 
" he said just after hi s election . "My first job wi 11 
ainted with the new administration and with the 

new regulati 1 s that wil l Le cor_, in g up. There will be hearings 
in February 1 many matters that are important to builders. I 
also want to ~ rk closely with our Washington staff. 

" Alan Bra bank was able to spend a tremendous amount of 
time on the ad," Spiegel continued, "and he did a wonderful 
job selling B. Because of the changed situation in Washing-
ton I can't tr I as much as he did. We have five national officers 

Manny wi 
Hughes. Las 
a week and 
quets and bl 
or five Texa 
airplane, a 2 . 

Spiegel w 
second vice 
Treasurer P 
V. 0. "B ud ' 

oing to have a five-man team, with each sharing 
)resident can ' t do it alone." 
et a lot of help from his first vice president, Dick 
ear Hughes averaged nearly two major speeches 

. )eared to thrive on travel , a diet of speeches, ban-
cigars whi le running building operations in four 

ities. He can do this only because he has his own 
r. pilot and an apparently iron constitution. 
also expect travel and speechmaking from his 

siden t, Nicholas Molnar of Olmstead, Ohio, from 
Burkhard of Glendale, Calif. and from Secretary 

tringfellow of Seattle. 

Ten years perience 

Spiegel has een active 111 homebuilders' organization work 
ever since 1 4 , when he took the tough job of chairman of the 
War Housin ommittee of the Master Builders Assn. of Bergen 
County, N. At the end of the war he organized the Home 
Builders As of Northern N. J. and was its president for two 
years. In 19 he organized the State Assn . and was its president 
during 1949 d 1950. 

He has b a member of the NAHB Executive Committee 
since 1947. 1948 he was chairman of the NAHB Labor Com-
mittee, in 1 and 1950 he was convention chairman , in 1951 
he was chai an of the Emergency Committee and second vice 
president, in 52 chai rman of the legislative committee and also 
first vice pr dent. His record with the organization is impres
sive, and the e he has devoted to NAHB affairs is proof that he 
is a firm bel" er in its welfare. 

Spiegel th onciliator 

Manny's gre t popularity with the member.ship is evidence of one 
of his greate t assets: he can get al on !': with people. 

" He has wonderful quality as a conciliator," says Tom 
Coogan. " H an be firm, but he's not too blunt and he doesn't 
offend peopl 

A good ex 
of people he 
housing in 
legalize $10 
Counci 1 for 
to fight the 
and lumber 
and earned 
But it is sig1 
the governor 

ple of Spiegel's rare ability to keep the friendship 
sagrees with was shown in hi s fight against public 
·V Jersey. The governor favored a referendum to 
1illion in public housing. Spiegel organized the 
me Protection and brought together eight groups 
11 including builders, real tors, mortgage bankers 
. Manny himself led the fight at public hearings 
rge share of the credit for defeating the proposal. 

cant that he still has the respect and friendship of 

"Manny c 1 keep things sweet," says John Wright, executive 
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secretary of the N. J . Assn. "He can pull a lot of conflicting 
elements together and make everybody feel all right. I've watched 
him work for years, and I know how good he is at getting things 
done and also how he can get other people to work." 

Both as local and state president, Spiegel knitted the builders 
together, encouraged them to pass regulations that have made 
New Jersey's one of the most forward-looking groups of builders. 
He pushed warranties, better codes and better housing. 

"I suppose New Jersey has gone further on warranties than 
nearly any other state," he said recently. "We have been very 
specific about such points as basements, heating, plumbing and 
septic tanks. We were also among the first to bond all our mem
bers against embezzlement of deposit funds. The NAHB mainte
nance book was another feature we pushed hard." 

On the code problem Manny learned the hard way what a 
tough job it is to get anything accomplished. New Brunswick, 
where he builds, has one of the worst code situations in the coun
try-a code passed in 1906 and only amended a half-dozen times 
in the 4 7 yrs. since then. Manny started off with bright hopes 
of not only getting the New Brunswick code modernized but of 
helping Governor Driscoll to get a new code that would be 
effective all over New Jersey . So far nothing has happened on 
either front and the antiquated code still forces Manny to waste 
hundreds of dollars on every house he builds . 

Spiegel the lawyer 

Spiegel's legal training is most apparent when he is put in 
difficult spots at public or congressional hearings . While prac
ticing law he did considerable trial work. As a result, he thinks 
well on his feet , can talk extensively without notes, and is a 
strong, forceful speaker. Two years ago he appeared for NAHB 
before the Senate Banking and Currency Commission. After he 
presented his written brief he had to defend it before the highly 
critical committee members. He had a factual answer for every 
question, never had to use notes and so favorably impressed the 
committee they congratulated him on his fine presentation. Later 
the Washington NAHB staff agreed they had never seen such a 
fine job done by a builder. 

It may well be that Manny's greatest contribution will be in 
working with the hi gh-l evel governmental officials who will be 

Ankers 

Experience as a trial lawyer stands Spiegel in good stead. 

At a hearing befor e the Senate Banking and Currency Com.

mi/tee, with John Dickerman, Left, Herbert Colton, center, he 

won congratulations . 
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EMANUEL SPIEGEL 

establishin g new housing policies this year. He is eminently quali
fie d to he! p the Association put its best foot forward . 

For low-income families, a practical plan 

Spiegel is deep ly interes ted in providing houses for low-income 
fami lies. Speakin g for the Executive Committee he says, "We 
insist that public housing has fail ed dismall y. Folks who can' t 
afford decent housing can't ge t it through by public housing; It is 
inconceivable that the new admini stration will acid to the billions of 
do llars already invested in thi s un success ful plan and we think 
the new admin istration wil 1 inves ti ga te th e situation ." He wi ll 
fight vigorously thi s year for change of FHA and VA fin ancing 
regu lations. " We need lower clown payments and longer amorti 
za tion," he says. "As we stretch out payments, we are makin g 
housing possible for man y more fami li rs." 

"I'm parti cularly enthusiasti c about the new housing recon 
ditioning plan which is now part of our NAHB program," Spiegel 
told a Chicago prrss conference (see News)_ " lVIany people buy 
new houses they ca nnot rea ll y afford. Yet they cou ld afford fin e 
reconditioned houses if the government made fin ancial pro
visions. This is a job for the homebuilding industry because we 
are in a better position than anyone else to do the reconditioning 
j ob. But we need governmental help on finan cin g." 

NAHB's new president is stron gly behind Lh e trade-in idea 
now being pushed by the association . 

The background and the man 

Manny Spiegel has building in his blood . He is a second-gen
era tion build er and if the influence of his wife's family is counted, 
he is a third-generation builder. Mrs. Spiegel 's father and both 
her grandfa thers were builders. Their 27-year-olcl son-in-l aw, 
Richard Geiger, is lVIa nny's building partner and there are rumors 
that Manny has already given his two-year-old grandson a set of 
carpenter's tools and the lates t MPRs. 

Like his wife, Spiegel is a native New Yorker. He was born 
there in 1906, went th rough public schools in New York and to 
City College for two years. Then he swi tchecl to the law school 
of St. Lawrence Universi ty and graduated in 1927. 

The Spiegel Family are all interested in building. Son-in-law, 

R ichard Geiger, left , is Spiegel's partn er. Next to him is I ndy. 

Mrs. Spiegel, beside Manny, comes of a bnilding fami ly. 
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In college h e was the playing manager of the b 
which Mrs. Spiegel defines as managin g the team cl 
games and pl aying occasiona ll y away from horn 
subs could not be carried because of the expens 
played some baseba ll a nd a lot of tennis. When h 

etball team, 
ing its home 
vhen all the 
Manny also 
ras not pla y-

ing or managin g, he r eported sports for the coll ege ] er-"every-
thing but chess, which was too slow." 

He is a fine pianist and ea rn ed his way throu, l coll ege and 
law school with hi s own orches tra . As his frirncl s now, he still 
loves to slide behind the piano keyboard of a dance t hestra today 
and makes a capable substitute with even a very ho and. 

Frit:z:ie as Mannie's aide 

Manny met his wife Fritzi e the day he entered 1 
they were married in 1928. She had hea rd bui lcli 
li fe and has been a great asset to her husband. S 
him whenever possible, understands his problems, 
women's auxi liary in New Jersey, helps choose 
colors for hi s model houses and tries (usually n 
to see tha t he gets enou gh sleep. Fritzie taught s 
chester for a few years during the 1930's, now 
interes t in children by bein g presi dent of Infants' 
orga ni zation that helps asthma tic, cardiac and di 
She gets Manny to he] p raise the fund s. 

school and 
talk all her 
travels with 

rgani zecl the 
rniture and 
uccessfully) 

ool in Wes t
ntinues her 

, · ef, a charity 

J tic children. 

Both the Spiegels are stron g famil y people and it immed iately 
clear to visitors that th ey form an exceptionall y cl 
tlw ir daughter Judy, son-in-l aw Dick Geiger and th 

With Manny away so much on NAHB affai rs, t 

group with 
· grandchild . 

Spiegels de-
cided li fe would be easier in a hotel than an apa L 1ent, so now 
they live a t Carlton House in New York. As he bt 
N. J. communities and the Carlton is on ly a 35 m 
this is perfectly practical. They spend their sum 
fortable house on the north shore of Long Island. 

"I wanted Manny to get as far from hi s hous 
says Fritzie, "so he wou ldn 't be tempted to work t 
and Sundays. He often plays golf a ll week encl, and · 
for him." But Ma nn y is strictl y a week-end golf 
fun and relaxation, and his score is still in the lo 

s 111 various 
drive away, 

·s in a com-

as possible," 
re Saturdays 
is wonderful 
playing for 
O's. He has 

a piano both in town and in the country and pla them a grea t 
deal. He can rel ax whil e he plays and can also so some of his 
business p robl ems. 

Manny and Fritzie travel considerably. They 1 r e in South 
America a few years ago , in Europe last Decembe . "But Manny 
never has go ne on a vacati on witho ut lookin g at h t es," says his 
wife. "He saw a lot of buildin g in England and nee." 

H is first two apar tments were built whil e Spie was s till in 
law school. Aft er he graduated he did a little ding but he 
learned more about the business from his law I t ctice, which 
was almost entirely with bu ilders and realtors. < om 1933 to 
1940 he did no building but in 1940 he built one oj ect, and in 
the fo llowing years he became a full -time builder. 

He built houses in Wes tches ter, then New Jerse He will soon 
begin a project in Pennsy lvania. 

During the war he built defense houses, has alwa concentrated 
on relatively low-cost houses . He is not a large b 
about 100 a year plus occasional apartments. Th 
build bis fi rst shopping center. 

er, produces 
year he will 

Manny Spiegel is a slender man of average hei 1 t. He is soft
spoken and seldom ge ts excited or raises h is voice. t his NAHB 
associates know he is a man of convictions and th · t he will stand 
up strongly for what he bel ieves. From watching h apable work 
over a period of years they kno w that Associatio ffairs will be 
in good hands this year. 

H SE&. HOME 



F. ] . Higgins 

George Van 

first shopping 

at Rutgers Vi 

FEBRUARY 

Rutgers Village in N . .T., most recent Spiegel project, 

will have 35 1 houses . Two-bedroom, 780 sq. ft. house, 

right , plus full basement and expandable altic, sells for 

810,800, includes range, exhaust Jan, i;anitory. 

nter for Spiegel, right , will be built 

e development during 1953. 

53 

Lexington Gardens, le ft, at Passaic , were designed by 

Architect Erwin Gerber who does most of Spiegel's 

work. Spiegel built his first f/rn apartment houses while 

he was still 11t l11w school, not yet 21 yrs. old. 

~--····· 
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Upper floor Locates main living spaces 

off ground for view and breeze. 

Back-to-back inside baths are skylighted. 

South side, above, wide open to nature, shows 

clear separation of /un ctions : 

Fo rmal living above, play spaces below. 

Lower floor, with smaller enclosed area, 

uses overhang of upper story for 

covered entry, perimeter walk, terrace. 

ON. 
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LOCATION: 

FEBRUARY 1 

tilt house is practical 
n conservative neighbors like its spacious, protected, well-ordered rooms 

Photos: Ben Schnall 

Here is an all-out contemporar)' house that makes plenty of 

practical sense to people in New Canaan, Conn., whether 

the)' agree with its version of modern architecture or not. 

It makes sPnse because: 
~It puts a ll the li ving rooms up on the second Aoo r where you 
get a good view and better summer breezes. 
~It makes the second floor somewhat larger (1,932 sq. ft.) than 
th e grou nd Aoor (1,285 sq. ft.) so th e good-time space down
stairs is shaded against sun a nd has a play terrace and a complete 
su rro undin g passage covered against rain. 
•It provid es an attractive semicovered second- Aoor terrace off 
the I ivin g room and a narrower second -sto ry porch off the 
adjo inin g master bedroom yieldin g open space as wel l as shade. 
•It nea tl y tucks two back-to-back bathrooms upstairs over two 
back-to-back bathrooms downstairs, a ll four well placed for 
practical use. (See plans, p . 118.) 
•It simil arly stacks th e living-room firep lace above th e playroom 
firep lace and the kitchen above the utili ty space, so a usefu l 
dumbwaiter as well as the Au es can rise through the same 
chimney mass . 

•It is covered by an economical fl a t roof, sloped ge ntl y toward 
a central drain , th e only kind of roof that is drip and icicle-proof 
in New E ng land winters, and requires no messy gutters to install 
and maintain. 

•It presents a minimum number of openings to the hot after
noo n summer sun. And the bedroom wa ll , with its st rip of win
cl ows lack ing overhangs, is to the eastern side, which is shaded 
by trees and gets cool before evening. 

•Its constru cti on is mod ul ar and economi ca l, basecl on uniform 
bays 11'-6" sq uare throughout (the so uth ern projection over 
p layroom and li ving rooms ca ll s for 15'-6" timbers). Except 
for a pa ir of co ncrete-block bearing wall s, vertical roof support 
is a ll ach ieved by 31/z" pipe co lumns fi ll ed with concrete. Where 
these pass up through the wooden exterior screen wa ll they are 
cased with wood. And five standardi zed mi ll ed section s have suf
ficed to trim all doors and windows. 

•A spur wall of concrete block, which extends beyond the house 
(see photo) , separa tes the driveway and entrance cou rt from the 
fami ly pl ay court , gives privacy to the gro und Aoor devoted to 
"messy li ving"-involvin g toys, hobbies, televisio n, darkroom
and lau ndry. 

All th is shrewd practica lity makes pl enty of sense to people 
in New Canaan. 

Why this kind of appearence? 

As to the spa re lines of th e house, the peop le of New Canaan 
are less unanimous. Some like it because of its shipshape trim

ness. Others are held a loof either by differin g on the point of taste 
or by not understandi ng the method behind its st ran ge ness. for 
this is a house that derives its elements from both sides of the 
Atlantic- and from widely separated points of time. 

The " air-borne" quality that it gets from being on sti lts with 
its lower story recessed and pain ted a retiring and neutra l dull 
blue, its upper story projected and painted bright white to 
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STILT HOUSE 

Gorden view u/ the N uycs 

hullsc shuws livin g urea 

/lualing uvcr grulllul floor. 

emphasize ils separation from the earth- all this comes directly 
l' rom tnud ern F ra11 ce. Archilec t l\oyes co 11re~se~ 1ha1 he go t his 
guidin g ideas from a house by Le Co rbusier at Po issv -----~ 

Yet th e sharp geometry, the incisive shiplike trim , a 11d the smooth 
Aat painted surfaces can rea ll y be rega rded as a n extension of 
fami liar trad itions in o ld New E ngland. There, houses and boa ts 
were built often by the same marin er ca rpenters and bolh kept 
fresh-painted ; and even th e ear li est white houses seemed to more 
than one traveler from abroad to resemb le " birds poised mo
mentari ly over the ear th " ra ther than earth-rooted houses like 
those of peasant-grounded E urop e. 

One more item or knowl edge shou ld, perhaps, precede perso11al 
judgment of Architec t No yes' result. and that is kn o11ledge of 
what makes the difference between this house and a traditiona l 
New England house in th e way of ge ttin g a rchitectural " interest." 
A dignifi ed old New England house, for example, th e Foster 
house in Peabody, Mass. (sho wn a t ri ght ) , depends basically 
on a geometr y as sharp , regu lar and formal as thi s; its adorn
ment comes from symmetr y. a regular rhythm of \\'indo1rs, and 
deco rative additions such as roof trim, p ortico and shutters- all 
e lements primaril y of the 1rn ll surface . Architecl Noyes's house 
depends on a three·d irnensio11a l and asymme trical interp lay of 
ad vancing and r eced in g p lanes; solid , transparent or pierced 
surfaces; and large contrastin g a reas of color rather than th e 
repeated Aick of g reen shulte rs. 

These facts bespeak an art thoughtful and senous. 
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Living-room deck, connecting with 

bedr110111 dc clc ( rif:ill br,,./ogruund) , 

o.fJers chuice 11/ ::;unni · or slwd1· sr ri for sitting. 

Decking is rnnws on 11/pv1111d: 

rooj :;v/fir, u11pui111cd cc 111 en1 us/Jest uoard. 

Glass wall I master hedruom.. 

oriented .rnurh. 

is recessed to pru vide su.11-shu 1 ~ roof overhung, 

as w as prirnte porch. 

L""-:---
. .. ~ .A 
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into dining area 

Walls and ceding 

firepla ce oj brick. 

Bookcase, lejt. ha 

through to ki tche 

room spaces con tinu es back 

over open stairw(' I/. rir::ht. 

re of plas ter, 

Pleph on. e pass -

Lacy, open stair, made of iron stringers ~ 

nak mils rrnd risers. 

plan Ill' f/011· nj space 

between th e two l evels 

Walnut caliin et . top . 

acts as sideboard. 

Main approach s stair rail
1 

housing for radin speaker . 

bears n11ticeuhle 1ily resemblan ce 

to Corb11sier's Vi Sai;oie, opposite. 

Spur wall d i vides try, play area . 
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Do these pioneer designs foreshadow 

the look of tomorrow's popular 

From all the hundreds of thousands of houses built since the war, 
New York's Museum of Modern Art has selected these 19 to show 

the development of domestic architecture since 1945.* 
The basis of the selection was "quality and significance." All the 

houses chosen are packed with ideas; and behind the very different 
and modern look they all share lies a great deal of common sense 

and plenty of thinking which should make tomorrow's house more 
pleasant to live in- and eventually less costly to build . These are 
just the kind of architect-designed houses our editors like to show 

on these pages, and indeed 16 of the 19 were first shown nationally 

(or are scheduled) in the pages of HousE & HoME.t 
Ten years from now some of the fresh design patterns, new plan

ning ideas and new structural methods tried out in these very special 
houses may be commonplace. They may be as widely accepted as 
today's ground-hugging silhouette, wide roof overhang, floor -to-roof 
picture window, corner window, and the open interior plan-fea
tures which drew ridicule when they first appeared in Frank Lloyd 
Wright's "prairie houses" 30 to 50 yrs. ago. 

Custom-built houses like these have always been the testing ground 

for new ideas. Sometimes the idea clicks and is borrowed for a 
million other homes, and sometimes a new idea fail s and is for
gotten. Occasionally an idea rejected by the experts appeals at once 

to the public, and more than once a halfway compromise has fallen 
flat on its face. 

House architecture in America is going through a great and very 
difficult revolution. A generation ago architects were still tied to 
the past and busy following designs and construction methods of 

earlier generations. Now, they are cutting loose to develop a new 
architecture that will take advantage of today's new materials and 
today's new construction economies to suit today's changing way of 
living. 

Such a revolution has called for thousands of experiments to 
see which new construction techniques would work and which would 

not, to see which new construction techniques could be reconciled 
with good design and which could not. Here are the 19 experiments 
the Museum of Modern Art has selected as outstandingly successful 
from a design point of view. 

The captions under each house give some suggestion of the ques
tions for which the architect was trying to see the answer. In each 
case, this was a double question-would the new idea be practical? 
and how would the new idea look? 

*"Built in USA: Postwar Architecture." Publish ed by 

The M11seun1 of Modern A ri. 

t Or, before 1952, in our parent magazine, A rchitectural Forum. 

ouse? 



MODULAR STE 

Could steel rep 

in many a lulu 

a miniature ed 

or sch.ool-type 

Raphael Soria 

photo Shu.Ima 

PLASTIC ROOF IN TENSION 

an roofs be spanned with steel bars under tension and sprayed 

ith the navy's stretchable, 30-yr. mothballing p lastic? 

witch ell & Rudolph, arch'ts; 

hoto Stoller; AF, } une '51 

CONCRETE STRUCTURE 

Will a concrete frame 

give you the huge spans and 

the spacious interi ors 

required for really flexible planning? 

Richard Neu.tra, arch't. ; 

photo Shu.Iman, AF, Sept. '49 

HOUSE 

lumber 

house , and will it be 

.n of the office 

me? 

arch' t. ; 

&A, Nov. '50 

"MECCANO SET" HOUSE 

Why can't you build a beautiful house 

out of standard steel parts 

from a manufacturer's catalogue? 

Do they have to . be confined 

to handsome factories? 

Chas. Eames, arch' t. ; 

photo Shulman ; AF, S ept . '50 



SPLIT-LEVEL INTERIOR 

Can changes in level combined with maximum openness 

produce more interesting interiors and 

more interesting views outdoors? 

Mario Corbett, arch'1,,; 

photo Stone & Steccat i; H&R. ]11/y '.52 

' -·--·-·-"' 

TWO-STORY HOUSE 

Do es a smal l, two-story house 

have to look too tall? 

Can you bury the lo wer floor hallway, 

give downstairs bedroo ms 

handsome, flower-bed views at eye level? 

I ohn I ohansen, arch' t.; 

photo Dam.ora; H&R, July 'SI 

CURVED HOUSE 

Does a concave window I trap the sun, 

g ive you more privacy fro eighbors and 

a greater variety o f views an a flat facade? 

Frank Lloyd Wright, arc! 

photo © Stoller; AF, ] a 

DOME ROOF 

Can the rotating, twin shel tructure 

(as in observatories ) 

be made to give your hou 

of skies and hills, 

open it to sun and breeze 

Solen: & Mills. arrh ' ts.: 

nexpected views 

s desired? 

photo Shulman; AF, Ju.n 51 



CIRCU R PLAN 

. Might circle give you u conning tow er" v iew s and allow you to 

plan tinuous space that is neve r see n all at one time? 

Fran loyd Wr ight, arch' t. ; photo Stoller ; A F, f an. '51 

CARPENTER HOUSE 

Might the subtle handling of w ood dela ils 

supp ly the warm charm 

formerly derived from fancy fea ture s? 

Harwell Harris, arch' t .: 

phnto Parke r ; AF, Oct. '.5 1 

LONG HO USE 

Can an in - line plan give handsome shiplik e lines 

to a flat- topped house , 

w ith d e cks raised off th e g round 

to make it look mo re self-containe d and 

save landscaping? 

Gregory Ain, arch' t.; 

/• h oto S hulman 



GLASS HOUSE 

What happens to a house 

if the plan is all one room and the wa lls all glass? 

Does this extreme test case show 

a good way of making 

all the landscape part of the house? 

Philip I ohnson, arch't.; 

photo Stoller; AF, N Vl'. '-19 

REFLECTING POOL 

Why not a shallow pool 

sunk into the terrace 

to reflect ripples of sunlight into your house, 

cool the surrounding air, 

and give you a beautiful outdoor feature 

for little money? 

Twitchell & Rlldolph, arch'ts . ; 

photo Stoller; coniing in H &H 

PATIO PLAN, BELOW 

Might maximum privacy be gained 

glass walls facing to the inside 

around an interior court-an idea 

that incidentally makes these rooms 

look much larger? 

Philip Johnson. Landis Cores, 

arch't.; photo Stoller 

H&ll, Jan. '53 

STEEL HOUSE ON STILTS 

Might continuous footings be eliminated 

by use of widely spaced steel posts 

whi ch clamp roof and floor between them, 

leave the interior open, capable of rearrangement? 

Mies van dcr Rah e. arch't.; 

photo H edrich-Blessing; AF, Oct. '51 



TEXTURED WALLS 

Is not a systematic, and decorative, 

combination of materials like this more pleasing than 

the vagaries of today's "banana split" ? 

Schweikher & Elting, arch' ts.; 

pho to Sh.11l111an 

AR Nov. '47 

BLINDERS 

On a narrow lot, can you Qive yourself pri vacy 

and emphasize the best view 

by putting well-designed blinders 

on both sides of your house? 

Marcel Breuer, arch't. ; 

photo Schn all ; H&H, May '52 

BIRD CAGE HOUSE 

To keep out insects and let in the breeze, 

why not this sky-topped living room surrounded by 

inexpensive screening? 

Igor Polevitsky, arch't .; 

photo Stoller; AF, May '50 

TERRACES 

Instead of jogging the roof with the plan, 

why not this cheap, wide, 

covered terrace as an extension 

of a glass-faced room? 

Edward Barnes, arch't.; 

photo Meisel; coming in H &H 



LOCATION: Pasadena, Calif. 

BYLES, WESTON & RUDOLPH, designers a contractors 



acin its narrow end to the street, this $11,500 house offers 

variat 

ace1ne 

ide p 

!e oj 

(le jt) 

fron 

in ba 

sun, 
16' lai 

s (inset) in site plan and car

suggest the many others possible. 

results from placing hou se at 

J with its narrow end to street. 

taken outside bedroom looking 

I f lot; back of carport storage 

I round. Note deep overhang for 

' halt paving, easily maintained 

te pri I y (below) is ach ieved by locat

port to I 1ield terrace from street, erecting 
I 

;ere en nee arowul entry court , using 

s of ) cure glass toward neighbors at 

~very i i of 45' wide lot is used. 

Luxury living on a small lot 
Here is a top example of a fast-spreading prototype 

that builders are beginning to ask architects about. 

Why? It gives twice the livability on half the lot 

"To provide convenient and comfortable living, es pecially for moderate

income families with children, builders must make bellf'r usf' of the ai1erage 
city or suburban lot." 

With this general thesis as a starting point, the designers of the small house 
on these pages have evolved a so lution that should catch the eye of merchan t 
builders and architects who study their future markets imaginatively. 

It is not a new solution. The idea of a " lot-length" house, with its long 
dimension paralleling the long side of the lot, has been gaining popular 
momentum through the independent projects of architects and builders 
scattered over the country (e.g., Anshen & Allen's tract of 30 builder houses, 
H&H, Oct. '52; individual houses by Bassetti & Morse and Paul Kirk, H&H, 
Sept. '52). About the only thing that seems to be holding it back from even 
wider acceptance is the notion , nol necessarily well-founded, that people like 
their houses to look as big as possible from the street. 

The Byles, Weston & Rudolph version of the lot-length house has the 
exceptional merits of 1. outdoor living for all rooms on a big side terrace, 
2. almost complete privacy, and 3. an ingeniously simple floor plan and 
framing system that kept total costs clown to $11 per sq. ft. (excluding land 
but including architectural drawings, overhead and profit; see cost breakdown, 
lP· 132). Three houses of this type have been built in scattered locations in 
Pasadena, several others elsewhere in southern California, and the designers 
have received inquiries from a handful of West Coast operative builders. 
The low square-foot figure of $11 for a small , individually built house 
indi cates still more economical construction could be achieved if the ho118e 
were produced in quantity. 

···-- ---11-
Ph otos : fames !I. Recd 



Master bedroom has unobstructed view 

of terrace through fixed glass, frosted 

below mullion so that splashes won't 

show after plants or paving have been 

watered. Movable transoms and door 

give clean, inexpensive separation of 

v1,ew and ventilation. Prirncy fence of 

6' redwood sla ts is on property line. 

Living room, seen through kitchen pass

counter, ha., high H'inr/ows of ohscure 

glass to north for prirnr-y, window 

walls to south. In this model u. front 

door was added on the st reet side. 

130 
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Long, narrow plan is only one room thick, al

lowing prevailing southerly breeze to sweep 

directly through all ro oms . S imple rectangular 

shape without ex tra r·orners, jigs anrl jogs, means 

fewer different lengths of lumber, lower construc

tion costs. White arrows show alternate doors . 

Bright, compact kitchen has 8' wide window 

over sink where lady of house can enjoy view 

of garden, SLLpervise playing children.. Ca binets 

l11tve sliding do ors of pressed fib erboard, m.'lple 

wul stainless-steel work sur/uces. Spa (' c between 

8' o.c. beams contains plywood ven t transom. 

Dining area can be on terrace at left or any

where in living ronm. Sem.i-npen kitchen is sep.· 

orated by pass-through and two-way shelves 

above; large white cabinet houses refrig erator 

and broom clos et. Note hot-air regis ter and fiat 

duct hung above cabinet. 



2 " T S. G 

H EAD 

Roof decking has l/i." gap between boards to accent shrink

age that will ocrnr and make a decorative featu re oj it. 

3 " 14 plywoo d 

Tran sverse sectio n th rough k itchen looking 

toward living room: high transoms, protected 

from rain by overhang, allow continu ous 

cross vent ilation; overhang is deeper ( 4' -6" ) 

on south to keep out high sum mer sun; long 

wedge-shaped tape rs between beams and deck

ing give roo f slight two-way pitch for drain

age. Interio r partit ions. like Olltside walls , go 

up 7' to top plate under beams, bear no load. 

Se ctio n, le ft, taken at fixed glass window 

wall shows (top to bottom.) : movable transo m. 

and fixed screen; simple post-and-heam. 

detailing, single-pour slab and founda tion. 

JAMB 

asphal t ti le 

I" X 4" r ecesse d sill 

--""'~"-'-'--'-~~.JJ..:...(/ A.:.~:: _, j~--.-

~~Jrl 
~~--" • ' SILL 
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COST BREAKDOW N, HOUSE No . 3 

Permits and in s urance. 

Grading 

Septic tank 

Concrete slab 
Fireplac e 

lumber and mill w ork 
Carpentry and labor 

Plumbing 
El ectrical 

Heating 

Roofing 

Glas:; 

Floors and count ers 

Hardw are 

Pain t ing 

Equipment and cl eanup 

Paving .. . . 

O ve rh e ad and profit . 

Plans 

. . . .... $ 137 

63 
300 

739 

173 

2 ,720 

1 ,993 

844 
4 88 
34 5 

310 
284 
24 3 
175 

404 
426 
250 

$ 9,834 
1,166 

$11,000 
500 

$11,500 

.. o., .. "o;"o' 

Gravel s to p oj 26 ga. galvanized iron ent do 

roof deckin{<. eliminating need for a sepa e fas ci 



re for -au heating system: a single duct leads 

line all rooms, 1.s suspended below ceiling 

haul ing and fitti11g in to st ructure. In this 

ed au JSt little more than panel wall heaters. 

s com om reducing number of pieces oj wood 

to stru tre. Whole house, 64' long, is laid out 

' of 8' ays, its 16' width spanned by 3 x 12 

ing on x 6 posls. Th e designers, influenced by 

Green .d Green houses of Pasadena. accented 

)y a/lo 1.g beam ends to protrude. This is an-

;e bui n the same ge11eral floor pion as th e 

ecedin ictures; in a th ird house. 11 ot shown, 

~ riors e been replaced with plywood. 



O'Nea/'s iargesl ho use, 1iwde/ 12. is 77' long, 

including garage and for ,$13,250 makes an im.· 

pressive appearance on its half.acre lot. For .SSOO 

more a buyer gets a full acre. Scienti_(ically de· 

signed for warm, humid weather it would be ideal 

for Gulf slates or the Sout hwest. 0 pen plan lets 

breeze blow through the entire house. 
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DINING 
9'.4", 13'.11" 

l~~~~~~liill--~"'t_!__ .. ~111!11 I 
I 

ROOM 
I "x 13 '- E 

ROOM 
"x l3 '-8' 
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L- - --------------------------

Most families will turn this big double 

carport into a paved. screene1l owdoor liv

ing room with 360 sq . fl. of usable space. 
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~ rge off good design to sales 

ho scream at paying more than $25 for design 
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that even 1 °/o paid to an architect 

e them a lot more on their selling costs 

ton O'Neal of Mia mi has discovered an easy 

wuses. He leaves his furnished models open 

houses sell themselves. To date this informal 

has kept his sales ahead of production. 

fast and easy sales, O'Neal gives the credit to 

nd the sales-appeal he planned into the houses. 

myself credit too-/ or picking an architect 

nds the builder' s problems and costs as well 

tands design." 

his jo rchit f' ct Pa rk er brought a background of design of 
!rcial il din gs, schools, luxury houses a nd work with s9veral 
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ng T 1 Coo!!~lll. for whom he has just designed a new 
enes I be built in Ft. Lauderdale. 
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ouses a good location." 

I ho es for a · hot climate 

many 
>med 

if er en 

rlh, t j 
tional 

·Flor 

iilders figure it is easier lo sell a prospect what he is 

th an lo explain th e admnlages of something new 
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failin g southeast Trade W ind makes summer living 

er and O'Neal. T hey based th eir whol e sales s~rategy 
iami house for Miami wea th er. Their succe~s sug

puh li c is quicker to accept better ideas tha1~ most 
just as it demons trates aga in th e wi sdom of lettin g 

hil ect rl es ign a house for the site instead of borrow-

1 a pla n book. (A house that is fine for Sea ttl el might 
ew Orleans . What is good for P hoenix is n? good 

Parker and O'Neal applird th r F lorida rul rs for 
I "t • 

[ s~n with roof overhangs, reAect th e sun 's ray~ away 

1 e with white roofs, light- colored exterior walls. 

LOCATION: South Miami, Fla. 

MASTON G. O'NEAL JR., build er 

ALFRED BROWNING PARKER, architect 

PRICES: $12,150 to $13,250 

~Capture as much shade as possible from carports and trees. 
O'Nea l saved ever y tree he co uld, emphasized their value by 
naming his project "Pine Tree Estates." 

~Le t the breeze wash through the houses. These houses have twice 
as 111a11 y windows (23) a 11d tll'ice as many doors (4) as many , 
houses i11 th eir price class. Largest windows are put on the wind

ward siJe to create a Ven turi effec t: let the breeze in gently through 
large openi11 gs but send it out briskly throu gh small ones. 

~Give most bedrooms two exposures; many have three. Awning
type windows let in the IJreeze (far better for Miami than double
hun g), yet when open kee p out th e frequ ent summer rains. The 

open plan lets the breeze sweep through the entire house, also 
keeps the kit chen vent il a ted. 

~Des i gn the house one room wide if possib le for cross-ventilation . 
Like Pa rker's ear li er houses for Coogan \AF., Oct. '5 1) these a re 
long a11cl s lim , rather th a n square . In additi on Parker has com
plete ly redesigned the kitchen, dining a rea and bath loca tions 

and added a big fir eplace. E ntrance door is shifted and numerous 
features , inc luding a se para te all-purpose room, have been added. 

The long porch a nd ca rp ort in model 12 are new, windows are 
new, wider overhangs are different. 

~Locate each house on its lot to keep bedrooms to the southeast 
wherever possible to catch th e trade winds whi ch blow cons tant
ly. Large lots permitted the architect to orient each house to its 
best advantage. 

~Keep the houses as frees la nding as possibl e so as not to block 
the breeze. Of th e 128 lots O'Ncal developed, 70 are half an acre, 
58 are a full acre. 

~Provide space that can be screened for outdoor living. Most 
fami li es will screen their porches, many will turn their carports 
into a screened "Florida roorn"- outcloor livin g space similar to 
that of the big outdoor rooms of Miami's luxury houses. Numer
ous buye rs are pay in g an ex tra 82¢ per sq. ft. to have O'Nea l 
add terrazzo fl oors to their ca rpor ts. 

~Sidestep mi ldew and wood-decay problems of the damp sum

mer clima te by maso nry cons truction, a terrazzo slab, closets 
ventilated by louvers. 

O'Neal also complies with the tough building code in order to 
mee t the periodic hurricanPs that sweep the area where he builds. 
See construction photos for details. 



O'Neal offers three different houses 

Model 10 is a 1,148 sq . ft., two-bedroom house with a separate 
all-purpose room. It can be used as a third bedroom, a stud y, 
TV room, playroom, workshop or for storage. This house has 
23 windows and four doors. Since most families will screen the 
double carport (and some may do it badly) it would be helpful 
if the model house were screened to demonstrate how it should 
be done. Price: $12,200. (Photo right.) 

Model 11 is a lon g, narrow 1,102 sq. ft. house with one narrow 
end facing the street. It has two bedrooms, a dining room sepa
rated from the living room by a massive fireplace. It has a 130 
sq. ft. covered porch next to a 164 sq. ft. carport and this com
bined area could be screened. If a third bed room or study is 
wanted, the carport could be enclosed by concrete blocks that 
match the house. Most of the interior ph otos are o( this model. 
Price: $12, 150. (Photo p . 137.) 

Model 12 is the largest house. with 1,187 sq. ft. and three bed
rooms. It is 77' long and if the front porch and carport were 
screened a buyer would have 1,781 sq. ft. of usab le space. This 
house has facilities for an extra bath, for which many families 
have paid an extra $650. On a half-acre lot it sells for $13,250. 
But on a full acre of land (at only $500 more) with an extra 
bath and the porch and carport screened, thi s house, properly 
landscaped, looks a lot more expensive than it is. (Pho to p. 134.) 
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:omple y different houses are offered buyers. B:i-

1.g car t of model 11 a family could have a third 

•1 '. Or ! carport and porch contd lie screened. 

THREE FAST SELLERS 

LI V I NG 

1 5 ~4"x 15'- s" 

I. 

DIN I N G 

12'-4"x 15'-4 " 

Ph otos : (below} John Walth er, courtesy t.he llfiami Herald; (ab o ve) Brignofo 

patio 1 model 17 shows how some families will 

ce. A 'n.g-type windows . kept small on Leeward 

/nee: through /mt keep out rain.. Whit e mar/1/c 

f is stc 1 ard, serves to keep houses cool. 

BEDR OOM I 

11'- 6 " x 15'- s" 

BEDROOM 2 

11'-6"' 15'-4" 

MODEL 11 

Twke as many windows mid doors as 

in typical house let in breeze without 

carrying windows to floor. Pattern of 

openings might be simplified, unified. 

large cement brick fireplace separates 

living room from dining room . House 

seems larger because o / long 1·is ta on 

both sides of fireplace (see plan). 



Construction: concrete block and stucco 

O'Neal has a good reason for his construction . He uses the typi
cal concrete block and stucco methods which buyers are accus
tomed to in south Florida and with which the trades are all 
familiar. Two masons and two laborers take 11 hrs. to lay the 
block. For interior fini sh he uses l" x 2" furring strips, then 
3/,( rock la th, then %" plaster. He says thi s costs no more than if 
he painted the interior face of the block and omitted lath and 
plas ter because hi s masons would have to lay the blocks more 
carefully , and wiring in the terrazzo and walls would cost more. 
(In Miami schools, exposed block that are painted cost as much 
as plaster.) Two coats of plaster costs O'Neal $1.20 a sq. yd. 

The %" terrazzo floor is poured the clay after the slab is 
poured and is left rough about a week, then is rough- ground . 
The final polishing is done later. O'Neal says hi s terrazzo costs 
from $350 to $450 (depending on size ) or about $150 more per 
house than if he installed asphalt tile. Terrazzo is a sales feature 
both for its luxury appearance and lwcall sc of th e Floricla humidity. 

Roof rafters are of fir , spaced 24" o.c.; on top of them is l" x 
6" cypress T&G sheathing ll'ith a V-joint which is exposed. 
Roof is 5-ply built-up with white marbl e chips on top . The fire
place is made of cement bricks 4" x 8" x 16" and takes one 
man and a helper two days to build , includin g the chimney. It 
costs about $300, or more than a simple central heating system . 

Carpentry costs about $1,000, plus $335 for the kitchen cabi
nets, all of which are two-way and fini shed on both sides . O'Neal 
says he could have saved $150 on his cabinets but wanted the 
best. Wiring costs $310, septic tank $130, and well, includin g 
pump and 42 gal. tank, costs $175. Because of his half-acre and 
one-acre lots there is no sanitary obj ection to having both a well 
and a septic tank on each lot. Streets are paved but absence of 
sidewalks and underground utilities does not penali ze O'Neal for 
developin g hi s bi g lots. He sell s hi s land fo r wha t it costs him

$1,000 an acre. 
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Two masons and two laborers take I I hrs. 10 

la y up block for on e lio11se. Block goes up fa st 

because exterior is lat er stuccoed, interior is 

lathed and plastered. Drawing at upper right 

shows details of footings , slab and walls. This is 

standard Miami construction which local me

chanics know well . 

Precast concrete window frames cost about $1 ch. I t 

fo ur m en to install one o f size shown below. T o f win d 

ways at top of concrete block. Over windows ns the 

reinforced tie beam which encircles house to rn local l 

construction codes . interior wall has two coats o laster 

nailed to furring strips. 
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•r tie am al top of block wall is 

(e woo rms as crane operator rapid-

ucket k and forth between ready-

nd ope or on the wall. Two laborers 

~te to ke sure all space is filled . 

oppo page shows the four steel 

rods the beam. Pouring takes 

us. F .s are stripped off nex t day. 

;cept imon labor a.re subcontract. 

Ridge beam is notchdd for 3" x 6" rafters which 

a two-man team installs. At sidewalls rafters are 

strapped to plate which is bolted to tie beam. 

House ready for tie beam to be poured with 

wood form s i11< place on all four walls. Interior 

partitions are not added until later, which gives 

workmen free access to all floor area. Terrazzo 

floor has been installed and given a rough grind

ing but is not given final polish until later. 

THREE FAST SELLERS 

Built-up roof goes on top of T&G sheathing and 

then is covered with white marble chips which 

serve as an effective way of bouncing sun heat 

off the top of the house. 



How to heat a slab hOuse 

with vvarm air 
Perimeter vs. conventional heat: 

Which is better? Recent tests, a milestone 

in heating research, give the answer 

Results of a three-year investigation at the University of Illinois 
prove the superiority of perimeter heat over conventional warm

air heat in slab houses-long a trouble spot for builders. 

Moreover, these tests nail down one kind of the many perimeter 
systems as best of all: the perimeter loop (with five feeders) whose 
ducts rim the slab like a picture frame. This system kept 90% of 
the floor above 70°. There were no cold spots, and floor-to-ceiling 
temperatures varied by no more than 4 ° when it was a frosty zero 

outside. Other results: 

.. Conventional overhead forced-air and gravity systems with high inside 
wall registers are unsatisfactory. Heat stratifies at ceiling level and floors 
stay cold. In fact 50% of floor-surface temperatures were less than 65 ° . 

.. Even with radial-type perimeter heat, 25% of floor-surface temperatures 
are under 65 °. Cold spots predominate around windows and doors. 

Cosponsored by the National Warm Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Assn., these tests were conducted in a special house designed to duplicate 
field conditions and conform with standard frame construction. Elaborate 
controls recorded a multitude of indoor readings over a wide range of out
door weather conditions. After digesting stacks of graphs, charts and sta
tistics, university engineers reported their findings recently at the associa
tion's annual convention in Cincinnati. 

The test house 

Built in 1949, the one-story test house, research residence no. 3, has 
inside dimensions of 24' x 32' ( 768 sq. ft.) . Other features: 

._ Slab floor of 4" gravel fill on the original grade; 

._Heavy duplex paper vapor barrier with tarred joints ; 

.. 4" thick concrete slab with 25/32" thick asphalt-coated, fiber 
edge insulation; 

I I ._Double-hung, single-pane, wood sash windows; 

._Uninsulated walls, no window storm sash; 

._ A vented attic with 3%'' batt insulation over ceiling; 

._All heating apparatus standard equipment used by builders. 
Based on maintaining 70° indoors, the heat loss was approxi
mately 51,600 Btu per hr. for 10° F. outside. 

How the tests were conducted 

Main research was concentrated on the two most important factors of win 
ter comfort: room air temperatures (especially at floor -to-head level ) and 
floor surface temperatures. Recording instruments made continuous daily 
records of these temperatures at 250 spots in the house for three winters. 
The house was furnished and occupied to make the results completely valid. 

The tests, based on warm-air heating for a slab house, did not cover the 
efficiency or performance of any type of hot-water system such as radiant 
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Cleveland eystone 

Research emphasizes importance of warm-air ply m 

Conducting test.s were ( l. to r.J L. Meyer, ion.al 

Assn.; M. E. Childs and R . W. Roose, U1 rsity , 

floor supply regist I with 

fins to control air efiecti< 

better heating than nadj us 

floor-level temperatures were carefully ch d for 

Warm-air pattern for this three-feeder lo clear[ 

floor warmth is directly related to number feede 

at least four are needed for best results. (SJ ed are 

less than 68° .) Similar chart for a fi ve-/ e r peri 

showed less than lOo/o of floor under 70° ! 
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-water baseboards. Both warm air and hot water have their 
ge. A summary of the main points reported in Cincinnati*: 

overhead ducts-poor performance 

ered to rooms through overhead ducts and registers, with 
es near the center of the house, is the most common warm
use a minimum of ductwork makes it cheapest to install. 
as tested as a forced-air system and as a gravity system 
(When th~ fan was removed the ducts were changed to 
suitable for gravity operation.) Although forced air per

than gravity, both methods proved unsatisfactory. 
ese systems warm air stratified at ceiling and floor was as 
older even with outdoor temperatures only 30 to 40° ! 

ever use overhead ducts in basementless houses. (In fact 
FHA offices have already banned this system for slab 
er, in basement houses conventional ducts work well 
-air intakes are installed in the outside wall, preferably 

.) 

fair performance 

heating method spreads feeder ducts out like spokes from a 
d furnace to outside walls. At the end of each duct is a 
ard register. 
ept comparatively warm becaust the ducts radiate heat to 
ver, this system falls down at outside walls; the tests re
ts under 65°. The floor was .warm-70° or more-only 
f the house. All told about 50% of the floor was less than 
e loop system (see below), floor-to-ceiling differentials 

radial system gives fair performance (though better than 
system because of heat in the slab). But for only slightly 
(if any), a perimeter loop gives luxury heat. 

p-excellent performance 

ating because warm-air ducts around the slab provide heat 
ed most. About 90% of the entire floor was kept over 70°. 
aried by no more than 4° between floor and ceiling and 
e ends of the house. Fuel consumption was slightly higher 
ial system. 
set 2" under the slab floor, there was good response to sud
utdoor weather; there was no under- or overheating during 
ly changing outdoor temperatures. 

searchers at the University of Illinois are convinced that 
ating the perimeter loop has no peer in slab houses. 

n a perimeter loop system 

eter loop is used the .National Warm Air Heating & Air 
sn.t makes the following recommendations: 
as short as possible to distribute heat ~venly throughout 

r five feeders (but fewer than needed with a radial system) 
for best results, and should extend into all exposed corners 

rs should be located under windows where warm air can 
down-drafts. 
ply registers instead of one, especially in large rooms, will 
ir diffusion and more even heat. 
good heating is related to number of slab feeders and 

heating firms say that a deluxe radial system-with eight 
performs as well as a perimeter loop.) 

arm-air tests are now complete, full data will not be available until 
University of Illinois early this year. 

n data is given in Manual 4-"Warm Air Perimeter Heating," 
m the association, 14·5 Public Square, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 

Heating by conventional duct

work is poorest, should never 

be used for slab houses. 

Radial system gives fair heat. 

Cold spots occur between 

feeder ducts at outside walls. 

Perimeter loop is best warm

air heat for slab houses. 90° of 

entire fioor is kept over 70° . 
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1953 home air-conditi:oning line-u 
Manufacturers compete for builder market with new models unveiled Chi 

A wave of new air-conditioning equipment was the technical highlight of 
the NAHB show in Chicago last month_ Major trends in new air-condition
ing models is convincing evidence that manufacturers are designing their 
products directly for the builder market. In fact, here is an outstanding 
example of how the building industry can team up with manufacturers to 
improve a product. 

Shown in Chicago was a wide variety of new equipment by pioneers in 
the cooling field. Of equal interest to builders: a number of heating firms 
introduced cooling units for the first time (builders will now be offered 
cooling by their regular furnace suppliers). The combined output of all 
these firms features eight major developments in home air conditioning: 

~Units are smaller. Compact new three-ton, year-round models (for 
1,200-1,800 sq. ft. houses) fit into a 3' x 4' closet; new two-ton units need 
less than 8 sq. ft. of floor space. One new model is as small around as most 
refrigerators, includes heating and takes up only 6 sq. ft.! 

~Service is easier. Realizing that house space is tight, several firms have 
designed for front servicing. No longer will repairmen have to squeeze 
around behind an installed unit. Builders need no longer allow extra space 
around them, either. 
~Heating and cooling are both in a single casing. Several firms 
pack all furnace and all refrigerating apparatus in one shell. Simplified 
ductwork for a common connection serves for both warm and cool air. And 
one firm is accountable for both heating and cooling. 

~ •.. or mated units. Builders are also offered matched heating and 
cooling sections of similar height and shape designed for side-by-side 
installation. Though larger than single packages, these also share common 
duct connections, making it easy for builders to offer an optional cooling 
section that can be added later at minimum expense. 

~ ... in a wide range of sizes and fuels. Both combination and mated 
types are available with two, three, or five-ton cooling capacities, with gas 
or oil heating in ratings of 50,000 to over 200,000 Btu's. One type uses gas 
the year around ; cools like a powerful gas refrigerator. Another firm offers 
190 models, virtually one for any size house anywhere in the country. 

~Nearly all have hermetically sealed compressors. They do away 
with cumbersome belts and pulleys, radically reduce service costs, are so 
trouble-free most firms offer them with five-year warranties. 

~New water savers. They are clear proof that manufacturers are heed
ing builders' pleas for an answer to the high cost of water. Chrysler 's new 
three-ton-capacity water-saver accessory works with two automobile-type 
cooling radiators. An eye opener is Carrier's new, compact two-ton air
cooled condenser for installation outside up to 50' from the main unit. Not 
only does it eliminate water need, when the air conditioner is running it 
uses heat removed from a house to heat water. Domestic water, piped 
through a coil in the main conditioner, picks up heat normally wasted. 

(Several firms also have improved cooling towers. Prices range $150-500 
depending on ca pa city and length of pi ping required.) 

~Prices are lower. While manufacturers were reluctant to quote specific 
prices, many say their units will average 10-20% less than last year. (One 
firm has slashed its prices 25-30%.) However, they say installed costs for 
two to three-ton systems will range from $800-1,200 more than the cost of 
forced air heating. The exact price a builder pays varies with the size of 
the house, amount of ductwork needed, the complexity of the installation. 

Beside the above-mentioned equipment, there were new individual 
cooling units, smaller than kitchen stoves, designed for tandem operation 
with practically any make furnace. There were also new controls. One 
development yet to come: prefabricated ducts to speed installation and sub
stantially reduce cooling costs. 
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NEW PRODUCTS 

FOR THE BATHROOM: Rub a dub dub-a 20 lb. tub 

A bathtub that one man can carry as easily 
as a box of groceries was a show stopper at 
the produ cts exhibit during the NAHB hoe
down. Needing no special protection in transit 
or on the Job, the S trandglas tub is a shell 
molded of pla stic reinforced with glass fib er. 
A hammer or chisel dropped on its surface 
just boun ces. The tub was originally fabri
cated in a small size fo r th e trailer industry 
but because of homebuilder s' interest in its 
easy handling, it is now being made in th ree 
standard sizes whi ch sell for about 10% less 
than conventional units. It is not affected by 
temperature changes and may be cleaned with 
ordinary soaps or deter gents. Chip r esistant, 
the tub is pigmented all the way through. 
Smooth and tou gh, th e bantam-weight bath (it 
takes 19 of th em to equal the weight of a 380 
lb. steel an d enam el tub ) may portend a new 
era in bathroom fi xtures-from recessed soap 
trays to shower stall s. 
Manufacturer : Carl A. Strand Co. , Bir min g
ham, Mi ch. Made in white and pa stels , 

the plastic tub is dressed off 

with a matching flat panel 

and a chromed metal strip . 

Se l ling for $6 , the telescopic el ba 1 

(below) sprouts a r nis for gu linen: 

or drying lingerie . Gerity-M igan o 

T oledo , Ohio makes it . 

Only 2' wide , Whir lpool Corp . ' s (Chicago) automatic wa sher (far left) h a s a full 8 lb . 

capacity. In many homes it could be pl aced convenientli in the b athroom . Price: $240. 

Three sp ace sa vers by Sta nd a rd Building Products of Brooklyn are the built-in clothe s 

h amper ($32) , folding scale ($38 and $47) and sliding-door c abinet ($96 for 44" mod el) . 

Smooth ceramic tile contours. 

from sink top to wall , can be 

achieved with the radius cove 

by Pomon a Tile of Los Angeles . 
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Although marketed for "do-it-yourself" home owners , precut Monowall 

for a 5' bath a lcove , packaged with trim by Armstrong Cork of Lan 

good sense for the builde r who wants to save labor on the job . A s 

Where the tub doubles as a shower receptacle, sliding plastic panels ca 

tractive permanent curtain. Fiat Co., Long Island City , makes the tran 

in dark towel) a nd L. V. Armstrong , New York , makes the translucent 
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that's what offers you 

with the finest garage doors in its history 

Modern car housing is a far cry from the "back yard" garage of the 
past. Today's garage has moved " up front" and become part of the 
house-a complement and compliment to new ideas in architecture. 

To keep pace with these changes, Ro-Way now brings you 
Taper-Tite Tracks and Seal-A-Matic Hinges, in addition to such 
famous features as Power-Metered springs, Friction-Reducing 
track, and Double-Thick Tread rollers. 

TAPER-TITE TRACK. Vertical tracks taper away from the 
jambs at a pitch of Y4" per door section. In "down" posi

tion, door is snug-tight against the weather, providing positive 
protection. 

SEAL-A-MATIC HINGES. Ro-tvay design, Ro-Way made. 
Graduated to guide the closing door tightly against jambs 

and to hold it there snugly. On opening, hinges instantly free 
the door to provide smooth, easy, almost frictionless operation. 

This is car housing at its best-with Ro-Way overhead type doors. 
Specify Ro-Way. 

ROWE MANUFACTURING CO., 910 Holton St., Galesburg, Ill. 

Nationwide sales and installation service. See your classilied telephone 
directory for nearest Ro-Way distributor. 
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NO. SO I 
SILL STRIP 

These spring bronze or aluminum alloy 
weatherstrips make a perfect seal for ALL 
types of HINGED METAL windows ... 
steel and aluminum casements ... awning 
style windows ... projected windows ••. 
metal ventilators in picture windows. 

Countless thousands of installations have 
proved the effectiveness of MASTER 
Weatherstrips in keeping out those enemies 
of the home: dirt, dust, rain, and cold. 
Strips are fastened to the frame and sash 
is sealed tight under tension when closed. 
Write today for booklet of facts and name 
of nearest MASTER weatherstrip installer. 

MASTER METAL STRIP SERVICE, INC. 
1724 N. Kilbourn Ave., Chicago 39, Ill. 

Please send booklet and name of 
nearest MASTER installation expert. 

Name·----------------1 

Address ----------------! 
City ________ stote, ___ ___, 

REVIEWS 

TALIESIN DRAWINGS. Recent architecture of 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT selected from his draw· 

ings. Comments by Edgar Kaufmann Jr. (Prob

lems of contemporary art no. 6) Wittenborn, 

Shultz, Inc., 38 East 57th St., New York 22, N. Y. 

64 pp. 9" x 11". Illus. $2.50 

Not all great architects are marvelous drafts
men too, but most are. The ability to predict 
by pencil on paper the shape of an unbuilt 
structure, to imply not only its physical di
mensions but by some magic stenography, its 
character-this seems to be an integral part 
of the great artist's visionary equipment. 
There are other architects whose sketching 
abilities are largely with slide rules, words 
and/or financial statements, and their re
spectable achievements are not to ·he dis
missed. But the original and most important 
picture of the architect is the man at the 
drawing board. 

Frank Lloyd Wright's unique drawings are 
an example of this. The visions are well de
lineated. When you first read the rich, in
tricate, honest drawings, and later on see the 
completed buildings you feel as if you have 
shared in the project, so intimate has been 
the preview. 

This book collects a number of drawings 
from Taliesin (the introduction says Wright 
has assisted first hand in drawing many of 
them, in addition to having developed and 
taught his recognizable drafting style). Do 
not expect too much from the reproductions
the intricacy of Taliesin drawings is blunted 

even by good mechanical reproduction, and 
these inexpensive reproductions are not good 
at all. But in it is an exciting volume none
theless; the drawings have the truth in them. 

PLASTERING SKILL AND PRACTICE. By Felicien 

Van Den Branden and Mark Knowles . American 

Technical Society, 848 58th St., Chicago 37, Ill . 

298 pp. 6" x 8!/2 ". Illus . and indexed. $4.90 

Through 4,000-odd years, the plasterer has 
maintained his position in building trades as 
an indispensable craftsman. Today, while 
divers "dry wall" materials and methods on 
the market are aimed at minimizing his work 
in construction, other products and techniques 
(acoustical plaster, lightweight aggregates, 
textured finishes) keep cropping up to elevate 
him, at a respectful $30 day rate, to artisan. 
This comprehensive manual gives a good in
dication of his merit and skill. Written in a 
friendly, conversational manner, the text has 
much to offer the trained mechanic in its 
coverage of new materials as well as provid
ing basic instruction for the novice. General 
contractors and designers also will find it help
ful background reading. Excellent photo
graphs supplement the plastering story in this 
contemporized guide to an age-old trade. The 
authors, Van Den Branden and Knowles, are 
plastering instructors at the Building Trades 
Apprentice School in Detroit. 
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y Sell Better When They Look Better 
)Spec s looking at a house, the 
ie see s the outside. Naturally! 
- the tside is so important

e firs I mpression that leads to 
and, a sale! 

chite , contractors and build-
his, ny of them are coming 
nore color-toned Rez, as the 
ish siding, panels, doors, 
lises. 

resin primer and sealer 
on t Pacific Coast 15 years 
md d expandingly with the 
:it of nch-type architecture-
1p" h the trend to modern 
cont 

s col 
rvn to 
s of 
e se 
fore 

porary design. 

toned Rez-a series of 
s that offers the simple, 
turing colors from the 
ore, the prairies, the 

. In addition, this new 

color-toned Rez series becomes part of the 
wood due to its penetrating and sealing 
action. This means that wood not only 
retains its natural beauty but is protected 
for years against sun, rain, discoloration. 

The 5 beautiful tones: CEDAR REZ-warm 

cedar brown, colored like sherry aged in 
the cask ••• DRIFTWOOD REZ-smoky 
gray, with the color of bleached driftwood 
... REDWOOD REZ-the rugged, ruddy 
color of the California redwoods ... 

MAHOGANY REZ-a rich wine red, with 
the deep tone of saddle leather ... SAGE 

REZ-a soft, dry green that captures the 
color of desert sagebrush. 

Visit your paint, hardware or lumber dealer 
- ask for actual "on-the-wood" color sam
ples ... Or write MONSANTO CHEMICAL 
COMP ANY, Merchandising Division, 1700 
South Second Street, St. Louis 4, Missouri. 
In Canada, Monsanto Canada Limited, 
Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver. 

Laux Rez: Reg. U. S. Pat . Off. 
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Types 116 and 216 Winter Air Conditioners 

Ju~~ COWJeJitih~ {fi, Oil O'll Gas 

Best Buy 
for Your Buyers
Best Buy for You! 
1. Mueller Climatrol's com~ 
plete line gives you a wide 
selection of quality produ'Cls, 
at the price level you or your 

·customers choose. 

2. Since 1857, Mueller Clim
atrol Products have meant 
sound value, efficient serv
ice to the builder and user . 
Mueller Climatrol adds value 
to any house you build. 

3. More and more builders 
ore winning buyers' good 
w i 11 and recommendations 
by installing the best -
Mueller Climatrol. More home 
owners, too, appreciate the 
designed convertibility of 
Mueller Climatrol. Easy and 
inexpensive to convert from 
oil to gas. 

Smart-looking, compact - only 45" high, 
241/2" wide, for gas or oil, convertible. 
Delivered in two sections; easy to get 
down basement stairways. Solid steel base 
- no grouting, no concrete base neces

sary. Assembled and pre-wired to reduce 
installation time. Available in four sizes 
- 90,000 to 150,000 Btu input. 

for any size house, any type of system 
- your best buy is Mueller Climatrol 
The Mueller Climatrol line is really com
plete - counter/lows, highboys, attic fur
naces, boilers, small pipe and cooling sys
tems. No matter what your heating or 
cooling problem is, call your Mueller 
Climatrol dealer - to give g.reater owner 
satisfaction and cut your costs. 

L. J. MUELLER FURNACE COMPANY 
20208 W. Oklahoma Ave. • Milwaukee 15, Wis. 

eller Cli 
8 -71. 

WAFFLE-BACK FLOOR Tl 

adhesives 

Suitable for use wherev 
coverings are practica 
where they are not, Ro 
may be the answer to a 
problems. Resistant to 
new vinyl tile is install 

crete or wood subfloor 
special treatment of the 
be laid below grade 
ture is present. Pocket 
back are said to exert 
helps hold the tiles in 
ture seepage between jo 
effective thermal insul 
as regular solid tile, Te 
the bounce. The vinyl 
stability makes the adl 

form to the wall, and the 

just placed snugly toget 

sible. Slight compressio 
ly in place and the fi 
bend or buckle. Terra 

stays 

thout 
rface. 
re ex· 

its 
suctia 
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s, and 
n. Tv 
Tile 

at 75¢ per sq. ft. it is orth 
vinyl since it needs Ii mai1 
will serve a lifetime. is av< 
attractive color blends. 

Manufacturer: Robbins 
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·"Steel windows are my choice 
every time for two reasons," 

-says Charles S. Ban t, 
PRESIDENT, PLEASANT P K HOMES, INC., JEANETTE, PA. 

CHARLES S. BANNETT, PRESIDENT, stands beside a flnished w indow 
in one of his attractive Pleasant Park Homes. 

goocl easons for installing steel windows in tfiese fiouses," explains Mr. Bannett. "First, 
rk easier • •• ancl they please fiom e buyers more than any other type of window." 

ement windows I get a 
"ndow ... at lower cost 

pent on installation than 
tional window construc-
" ndow comes as a com
any extra sills, trim or 

t's easy for my workmen 
· hed job in about three 
's no special opening con

either. Steel casements 
plest rough opening . . . 
im makes a fine stop to 

butt brick, frame or stucco against. 
"Prospective customers tell me that they 

like steel windows best because they're so 
easy to open and close . .. have slender, 
graceful lines that look good from the inside 
or the outside of the house ... are weather
tight . . . make ventilation easy to regulate 
... can be easily cleaned on both sides from 
inside the house . . . and are inexpensive 
to maintain. 

"With all these outstanding advantages 
on the side of steel windows, I'm certainly 

going to install them in every house I build." 
This progressive young builder is typical 

of many who- during the last two decades
have come to realize the advantages of steel 
windows for homes and buildings of all types 
and sizes. 

* * * 
For more than 40 years United States 

Steel has been supplying window manufac
turers with special rolled section high-grade 
open-hearth steel. 

UNITED STATES STEEL CORPO RA TION, PITTSBURGH • CO LUMBI A-GENEVA STEEL DIVISION, SA N" FRAN CISCO 

TE NNESS EE COAL & IRON DIVI SIO N, FAI RF I ELD , AL A. • UNITED STATES STEEL EXPORT COMPA NY, NEW YOR K 

U·S·S STEEL FOR WINDOWS 
Not only the bnilder-but also the architect , the realtor, and the mortgage holder have good 
reasons for liking steel windows for all sorts of modern, up-to-date homes. Steel windows are 
compatible with any style home. They add to its value, reduce upkeep time and m aintenance 
expense, and please more prospective home buyers than any other window construction. 
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"Build better 
HOUSES 

Keep them priced 
to mo"e 

~1 
~-/ 

PREFABRICATION 
will help gou do it l 

own profit. Get the facts about 
today's big swing to Prefabri
cation. Write for the free book, 
"Build Better, Build Sooner." 

./ START SOONER! 

./COMPLETE QUICKER! 

Today more than ever, as costs 
squeeze both builder and buyer, 
Prefabrication deserves your 
attention. Through the econo
mies and efficiency of Prefabri
cation you can do three things: 
deliver your customer a better 
house, sell it to him at a price 
that gives him more for his 
money, protect yourself on your ./SELL FASTER! 

I 

PREFABRICATED HOME 
I 

MANUFACTURERS' INSTITUTE 
member 936 20th St. N. W. Washington 6, D.C. 

SOFT-WATER SERVICE avai le for 

opments 

Almost 85% of the coun suffe 
annoyance and wastefuh s of 
(see map). Now, for j $4 

builder can make prov ns fo 
tered soft water to bat om, 
chine and kitchen. Act 
corporating the piping i 
worked out an agreeme 
water service dealers to 
Home purchasers can 
service (for about $2.7 
it. In a 100-home, FH 
project (homes selling f 
everyone took it. ( 
water-softener tanks are 
A 228-unit developmen 
at Rapid City, S. D., 
plumbing lines for the 

Manufacturer : Culliga1 
Ave., Northbrook, Ill. 

WAFER-THIN HEATING P 
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For ideal response to 
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ey appeal means extra I bu ............. __ .... .._ __ __ eal 

~FOR STRENGTH 
~ OF SECTIONS 

~FORLOWAIR 
~ INFILTRATION 

~ FOR SOUND 
~CONSTRUCTION 

~ FOR QUALITY 
~ MATERIALS 

DOUBLE-HUNG CASEMENT PROJECTED AWNING 

Attract the eye and you attract a sale-that's what happens when 
you build with "Quality-Approved" aluminum windows. 

Aluminum windows bearing the "Quality-Approved" seal tell your 
customers, "Here's quality that's really built-in!" For you that 
means extra sales appeal is built in, too! 

What's more, under present CPM regulations most manufacturers 
are ready to supply residential aluminum windows (double-hung, 
casement or projected) from stock. 

When you buy, insist on aluminum windows that bear the "Quality· 
Approved" seal. It's your assurance (and your C:ust0mers', too) that 
you are getting all the advantages of strong sturdy windows, well
designed and carefully. manufactured. 

Build for lasting good looks, low maintenance, service-free opera· 
tion. Build with "Quality-Approved" aluminum windows and give 
your houses the "Quality-Look" that means faster sales. 

For further information see Sweet's Builders' File (Section 3d/ Alu 
or write us direct. Address Dept. HH-2. 

74 Trinity Place, New York 6, N. Y. 
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Two Good Reasons You'll Build 
I BETTER KITCHENS WITH ELKAY It • • 

For Smart Appeal and Permanence 
include ELKAY Lustertone, the only sink 
guaranteed to outlast the home in 
which it's installed. The sterling beauty 
of Lustertone is an unmistakable mark 
of quality that reflects confidence in the 
builder-inspires a buying urge in 
every prospect. Find out about the new 
low prices on Lustertone stainless steel 
sinks-see just why it's an investment 
in sales appeal and permanent satisfac
tion you can't afford to leave out of 
your plans. 

For Color-Convenience-Economy 
you can count on ELKAY Duratone, the 
all-new sink and cabinet top that com
bines colorful beauty bonded FORMICA 
with a permanent, rustproofed steel 
core. Custom-built in any size and 
shape-furnished with or witoout fa. 
mous Lustertone sink bowls, or finished 
to combine with any sink. For the first 
time ELKAY brings you the economies 
of a factory-fabricated Formica on steel 
top with a guaranteed bond. Design 
better kitchens with Duratone. 

ffJ~MICA ON ~TEEL 

Duratone tops are guaranteed and will be made up in any size 
to flt any plan-with or without sink bc;>wls. Priced competitively 
yet built for superiority. Public acceptance of the ELKAY name, 
together with consumer advertising support, brings you another 
pre-sold product. 

Wrile for lileralure and prices on &orb lines. 

manufacturing compan7 
l!l'J8 S. 54th Avenue • Chicago 50, Illinois 
The World's Oldest and Largest Manufacturer 
of Stainless Steel Sinks 

NEW PRODUCT 

stantly, and when necessa 
fast. Wh ile its surface te 
to 110° F. (baby bath w 
it emits are comfortable 
The type T consists of a s 
ruhber"-rnbber threads 
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stalled, with thermostat, 
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of unit s required depen 
house in sulation , but ge 
essary to cover an entire 
the millennium in operat 
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areas where there is a Il 
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ever, for supplementar 
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Manufacturer: US Rub 
feller Plaza , New York 
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See why 

Easy to clean-smooth surfaces 
with no dirt-catching handles 

One piece tops of lifetime vinyl 
-no seams to catch dirt 

Giant storage space 

American Kitchens Roto-Tray 
Dishwasher, work-saving 

Handy pantry-uses every inch 
of corner space 

Rounded, one piece drawers 
clean as easily as a bowl 

Convenience features - like the 
step-saving exclusive Serv-Cart 

es use American Kitchens 

ISION (/JJ:flJl) CONNERSVILLE, INDIANA 

-------------.......... Oe 1. HH·'l 
.,. . l{i!d•ens, p r 
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for top efficiency 
in Perimeter Heating 

specify ~/N«e, 
Sizes include 

2"x14", 4 11 xl 0 11 

4"x12" and 4 11 xl4" 

LIMA 
Floor Diffuser 

The original and sti ll the fi nest floor 
diffuser for proper air distribution. Al
though available in a range of sizes, the 
2" x 14" size, with its reasonably high 
velocity diffusion, is particularly recom· 
mended for all types of perimeter heating. 

Air diffusion patt e rn shows how th e Lima 
2" x 14" Floor Diffu se r slops cold at outer wal l 
w ith strong , fan-shaped curtain of warm a ir .. . 
pulls air from w ithin room toward out er wall .. . 
se ts up proper a ir circulation w ithout draft s. 

LIMA Wall-0-Way Stackhead and Frame 
For si mplifi ed out-of-th e-wa ll 
installations in old house and 
solid wa ll construction , spec ify '!..----- Lima Wall-0-Way Stackhead 
and Frame in combination with 
th e Lima " 45" Wall Diffu se r. 

Sold Exclusively Through Heating 
Wholesalers and Manufacturers 

WRITE FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE 

168 
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convention last month got a good look al 
what tomorrow's re frigera tor might be like. 
and an inkling of the way they would have 
to build around it. Access ible from front and 
ha ck, GE's experimental XR-10 could serve 
as a useful buffer between cooking and din· 
in g areas in an open plan. Tl~ e horizontal 
unit ha s a capacity of 10 cu. ft. but takes 
11p half the space of a conventional model 
because of unique " thin wall " insulation. 
Fi nger grips are used to open its six doors: 
magn ets hold th em shu t. 

Developer: General Electric Co. , Ma jor A p· 
pliance Div. , Loui sville 2, Ky. 

GAS RANGE harl>cr:; dishwasher-on-wheels 

Scheduled for sale th is spring is Cribben 
and Sexton 's devolopment of its own Wheel
about Universal gas ran ge (see H&H. Jan. 
'52) . T he mobile cart. designed to nest in
sid e th e range, now co ntain s an automatic 
di shwasher that requires no special wirin g 
or plumbing. Plugged into any wall outl et. 
1l1e portable dishwashin g unit utilizes hosed 
in lap water, regulating its temperature and 
press ure for efficient washing action. Retai! 
price for the applian ce-within -an-appliance 
will be about $550. 

Manufacturer: Cribben and Sexton Co .. 69 

continued on p. 172 

MANY STYLES 
SIZE TO MEET 

AT VERY LO 

READY BUILT a vailable for 
lion . Sol ves the " problem " 
a modern, desirable, wor 
vides dining area yet ma 
loo k larger. 

LOW COST . .. Kitch e n H 
often co st no more than tilr 
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ex tra eye appeal to home. 
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eat • • • CLEAN, COMFORTABLE, 

CONSTANT, LOW COST 

RT ABLE, 

YOUR HOME 
LIKE A BREA TH OF SPRING 

Enter a radiant heated home for the first 
time .. . you're amazed at the delightful, 
spring-like, clean 'feel' ... the fresh , 
sparkling, welcoming warmth and com
fort in every room. No hot and cold 
spots-no drafty discomfort-no dry , 
harsh atmosphere where only a cactus 
could live . Radiant heat is always like a 
breath of spring-in winter's coldest 
months. 

RAL WARMTH 
es heat from the 
panels in floors , 

vide a constant, 
heat with larger 
e every occupant 

hed or baked air 
o chilly drafts. 
a natural, equa
economical tern-

with 

LOWER COST INSTALLATION 

TUBING 

NO MORE DIRTY HEAT STREAKS 
Ever wonder why walls, curtains, wood
work and ceilings were spotted and 
dirty near radiators or registers? The 
rapid flow of air induced by heat (con
vective air currents) draws dust and dirt 
from every portion of a room and bom
bards adjacent surfaces with these dust 
particles to cause unsightly heat streaks . 
Radiant heat creates no extreme air 
flow-hence eliminates the need for con-
stant cleaning-costly redecorating. 

AND UPKEEP ADVANTAGES 
Radiant Heat units usually cost less to 
install than other accepted methods of 
home heating . A smaller hot water 
heater coupled with present day 
advances in installing the completely 
enclosed system of serpentine steel tub
ing coils provides many cost cutting 
advantages. Definite fuel savings result 
with a greater factor of efficiency to 
reduce heating bills. 

STEEL TUBING BETTER SERVES 
THE OWNER, THE ARCHITECT, BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR 

LABLE IN EXTRA LONG COILS 
the need for a specially designed solid woll steel tubing for 

ndustrial plant in stallotions de ve loped Radiantweld . Among the 
was a perfectly processed tubing in lengths sufficiently long 
., 160 ft. in %" dia.) to insure economical handling, eli mination 
, reduction of soldering, the hazards of leaking jo ints. 

NNEALED FOR DUCTILITY 
ubing for rad iant heat installations must have extreme softness 
e all ty pes of bends without cracking, check ing or tearing . Avon 
this by installing a new type of equipment to speciolly process 

ionweld steel tubing which can be quickly and efficiently formed 
bending from continuous coils. 

SILE STRENGTH 
hos the physical properties to stand up to the roughest handling 

t distortion . Its toughness or tensile strength is very high, while 
structu re of the fusionweld ond surrounding wall area insures 

ty of wall strength ta withstand abnormal shack and forming. 

M A Y WE S U P P L Y Y 0 U W I T H 

4 

s 
6 

PRESSURE-PROOFED FEATURES 
Radia ntweld combines ductility to insure easy bending qualities with extreme 
tensile strength to eliminate any possibility of distortion, tearing, checking or 
cracking. Its uniform grain structure throughout the entire tubing wall also assures 
essential leak-proof advantages. Every foot of Radiantweld is pressure tested 
(2500 p. s. i. ) to insur~ permanence, performance and life -time operation. 

LIFE-TIME PERFORMANCE ADVANTAGES 
The superiority of Avon Radiantweld is attested by many comparative tests 
resulting in its adoption and use by America's largest builders of mass produced 
homes. Millions o f feet of Avon Radiantweld are now being specifi e d for these and 
similar installations in homes, small plants and modern offices. 

FORMED BY THE FAMOUS FUSIONWELD PROCESS 
Avon picneered in the development of speciol fusion welding equipment to form, 
weld and anneal its now famous Fusionweld solid wall steel tubing. This tubing 
is used in the automotive, electric refrigeration, radio, hydraulic machinery 
industries and for many other rigidly controlled applications . Using this exclusive 
Fusionweld process, Avon has gone a step further-developing new equipment 
for additional annealing operations to better serve the specialized needs of 
Radiant Heat installat ions exclusively. 

DETAILED INFORMATION! 

0 ~ TUBE DIVISION HIGBIE MFG. 

R 0 c H .E s TERI 
. ·-1 C 0 M P A N Y ,..-,; 

M I C H I G A Pf:.; ~~ 
=t:.~..:. '.;.: 



We've put everything 

YOU want. .. 

-------into these 

Bennett fireplace engineers ... special
ists in fireplace design for over 25 years 
... have huilt into these Bennett throat 
dampers dozens of proven performance 
and construction features. \Vhether 
you're planning a conventional, single 
opening fireplace, or one of the "un
usual" arrangements so populartoday
you'll find it easier to design, easier to 
build with a Bennett Damper! 

Expanslip Steel Damper 
The famous boiler plate steel damper with the ex· 
elusive slip -j oint feature, which takes up cxpausion 
that occurs when damper gets hot. 60 ° front slope 
gives sure draft. 8 sizes- up to 72" wide, designed 
for easy lay-up of hrickwork. 

Cast I ran Dampers 
Improved, higher-front design assures better draft, 
better smoke passage. Sturdy cast iron construction, 
with either cast iron or steel valve. Precision-cast 
in our modern foundry, Bennett cast iron dampers 
have no thin spots or weak sections to give trouble. 
Wide range of sizes. 

f:)e1ze/oz11i 
Universal Damper 

The amazing new damper 
that gives you absolute free
dom of design expression
at moderate cost. Builds any 
one of six basic fireplace styles including project
ing corners, three-sided openings, etc. 

See your Bennett representative 
or write 
Dept. B 
for free 
cotolog. 
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BENNETT- IRELAND INC. 

' 

~-<A- 1.906' ' 
NORWICH, NEW YORK 

NEW PRODUCTS coniin.ued 

HARVEY'S LAMPS: soft light from simple 

shapes 

Purist designers who bemoan pedestaled light 
bulbs may find solace in Jason Harvey's ne w 
group of lights for light's sall:e. The seven 
s ubtle fixtures-two fo r wall placement and 
five for tabl e level- have neat. angular 
shades of translucent plastic covered with 
parchment. Slim steel sterns fram e the light. 
so urce. P rice for the wall model pictured 
(top) is $37.50; the table lamp (left) is 

$37.50 and the lamp (right) ~64. 

Manufacturer: Jason Harvey, 436 E. 85th 

St., New York 28, N. Y. 

SARFATTl'S LAMPS: functional light from fey 

forms 

These three lights by Sarfatti a re in the 
Italian designer's usual festive vein. The 
floor lamp has a simple ring that adjusts 
the height of the pert swivel shade. Priced 
at $63 retail , the fixture comqs apart at tbe 
joint for use as a hanging "1all lamp. The 
metal mushroom sprouts, eac,h enameled a 
different color, are sprightly table lamps. 
Designed to glow rather than glimmer, they 
take low-watt bulbs. The little threesome is 

$31.50; the thicker growth, $58.75. 

I mporler: Knoll Associates, 575 Madiso11 

Ave. , New York 22, N. Y. 
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Please send my FREE Copy he 47 p< 
illustrated Bulletin No . 35. 

ADDRESS------

CITY Z -STA L ______ _ 
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261 Constellation- 23 lights. Diame
ter 40". For round or flame bulbs. 

3105 Functional 
Modern- Flush ceiling 
fixture for halls, 
foyers, dining alcoves. 
Diameter 9". 

LITEC RA FT 

fi xtures 

com e in 

POLISHED or 
SATIN BRASS 

SATIN B RONZE 

SATIN COPPER 

SATIN AL UMINU M 

V~LVET BLACK 

ITALI A WHI TE 

OU SK GREY 

OYSTER WH ITE 

CERULEAN B LUE 

FLAME 

HUNTER GREEN 

TERRA COTTA 

CHARTREUS E 

157 /36 Dome lite- Cluster 
of 3 bowls with lenses 
for up and down light. 
Domes in many sizes. 

and in 

combina t ions. 

Kat these fixtures. Note their striking contours, their adaptabi lity 

ny decor. They are just a few examples of the perfection of form 

a functi •m in Litecraft's line of contemporary incandescent fixtures. 

se clean and true designs will do great credit to your boldest 

epts ... and at prices that please the most cost-conscious client. 

d for the current Litecraft Catalogues today on your letterhead. 

will want to know the complete line. 

OFFICE AND SHOWROOMS, 8 East 36th Street, New York 16 

WEST COAST• 8336 West 3rd Street, Los Angeles 48 

214 Finlandla - Raises and 
lowers to your touch. Diame
ter 17lh". Handsomely per· 
forated dome. Shielded bot
tom prevents glare. 

·fr~ FREE~. ~tlJ.-0~~! 
e . .. • • .. .. • • • • • • • • .. • . • • • • • • • . . .. • . • .. • . • • • • !' 
• • • 

Li tecraft Manufa cturing Corp. 
8 East 36th Street, New York 16, N. Y . 

3 1 

e Please sen d me without cost or obligation, your i llustrated catalogues 
e showing th e complete line of Litecraft Fixtures . 

• 
• Name-------------------------• • • Ad dress>~------------------------~ 

• • • • • 
City Zone---State-------

Please check one: D Architect D Decora to r D Engineer 

D Bui lder-Contractor D Home Owner 



FOR HOMES, 
PLAYROOMS, SUMMER COTTAGES, CABINS 
• You'll get more fireplace business when 
you show your customers this beautiful book 
of over 100 fireplace ideas. It helps please 
customers because they can choose from a 
wide selection of designs. It aids you because 
it helps get a decision quickly. 

FYRO-PLACE 
HEAT CIRCULATING FORM 

Book also describes 
FYRO-PLACE-the 
only heat circulating 
steel form designed 
to make the mason's 
work easier. The fin
ished fireplace will 
give more abundant 
heat and more satis
faction through the 
years. 

PRICE 
FIREPLACE HEATER AND 

TANK CORPORATION 
158 W. AUSTIN STREET, BUFFALO 7, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: 

Please send me your free book of "100 Fire
place Ideas" 

I am a Builder 0 Architect 0 Dealer 0 

Address----------------

CitY------------------
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS 

SLIDING DOORS AND WINDOWS. Steelbilt Door· 

wa ll s a nd Windows. Steelbilt , Inc. , 4801 E. 

Washington Blvd ., Los Angeles 22 , C a lif. 6 pp. 

8Y2' x 11 " 

To enable designers to evaluate the adapta· 
bility of Steelbil t's hori zontal sliding glass 
doors a nd win do ws to specific design prob
lems, this a ttractive booklet presents iso metri c 
drawin gs of th e products' engin1ering features 
and constru ction detail s. (Ful~ - scal e detail s 
are availabl e in a separate port foli o of loose
lea f tracin g sheets.) It also co1~ tain s in stalla
tion photos a nd general in formati on on models 

and types. 

PARTITIONS. The Spacesaver. New Castle 

Products, New C a stle , Ind . 8 pp . 8Y2' x 11 " 

Appli cations, both usual and unusual, for 
!Vlod ernfold pl asti c-fabri c covered foldin g 
doors and dividing wall s are di scussed and 
pictured in this new quarterly publica tion. 

HARDWARE. C a re , Adjustment and Maintena nce 

of Your Russian Builders' Hardware. Russell &. 

Erwin Div., The American Hardware Corp ., 

New Britain , Conn. 48 pp. 5" x 8" 

Answe rin g some qu estio ns tha t builders have 
asked conce rnin g minor adjustments of hard
ware, th e booklet gives pointers on how to 
regulate and care for door clo,sers a nd over
head door holders, ti ghten kn obs. and lubri 
cate butt binges. Clear line drawin gs he! p 
ex plain the servicin g measures. 

PLASTIC PIPING. Tri a ngle Plastic Pipe , Pl a stic 

Products Div., Tri a ngle Conduit &. Cab le Co .. 

Inc., New Brunswick , N . J. 16 pp. 8Y2' x 11 Yo" 

The brochure contain s technical da ta on four 
types of plastic pipes : fl exible, semi ri gid , rigid 
hi gh impact and ri gid polyvin yl chlori de. 
Chemical and ph ysical charac teri stics of each 
are summarized in tabular form. 

TILE ADHESIVE. Cera mic Tile Adhesive No. 10. 

Minnesota Mining and Mfg. Co., Adhesives a n cl 

Coatings Div., 411 Piquette Ave ., Detroit 2 , 

Mich . 4pp . 8Y2'X 11 " 

Ho w to in stall cera mic tile qui ckl y and inex 
pensively with 3M adhesive No. 10 is the sub. 
j ect of this concise in struction brochure. S hort 
form specifications cover surface and tile prep
aration , wall an d fl oor tile in stalla tions, clean
up methods and correct groutin g procedure. 

co11ti11uecl on p. 192 
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1. Actuated by counter 

2. Operates on roller b 
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effortless. 

3. Insulated door panne 
heat to attic. 

4. Full width safety tre 

5. Finest grade lumber 
construction. All par 
and screws. 

Easy to handle - - Easy to 
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No adjustments, no spri 
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t for you. And we 
Hing an over-opti-

during 1952, and 
before that- build
d General Electric 
equipment in their 
jnst such phenom-

enal results as indicated at right. 

Did you know this? 
A G-E Kitchen-Lau~1dry can be built 
right into your $10,000 or $12,000 houses 
- and the monthly co~t to the homeowner 
may be no more than a regular telephone bill 
because unJer modern home-financing the 
cost of these dependable appliances can 
usually be included right in the regular 
mortgage. 

Start selling your houses faster, just as 
many other builders are doing from coast 
to coast. See your local G-E distributor 
or write to General EIPctric Company, 
Louisville 2, Kentucky. 

ou can put your confidence in-

AL. ELECTRIC 

~ 
L I 
Sold 114. Messrs. Rosenberg 
and Be ne so n e r ec t ed 114 
hou ses in Bet he l, Conn. a nd 
sold the entire development be. 
fore it was completed. 

Sold 47. Mr. R. 0. Smit hson 
Jr. developed Conant. Vill age 
near Bm;to 11 , i\lass . an d so ld 4.7 
Genera l E lec t ric e quipped 
houses within a few days. 

I I 0-~ 
tlt. - , !(""' • 

.c·k-.· I 
r °"" ., .... l Hi .. ::•.,,,r;.v 

Sold 1,000. Mr. J. T. Broy 
hill 's firm sold 1,000 houses in 
the $10,000 to $B,'lOS pr ice 
class in the Wash., D. C. area 
with in th e last few years. 

ed, all dependable appliances! 

the 
ction 
help-

G-E WATER HEATERS 

All connections located at top 
of tank to save time and instal
lation cos ts. Other models np 
to 82 -gal. capacitv. 

G-E FOOD FREEZERS 

New 7-cu·ft freezer above oc
cupies only slightly more floor 
space than 4-cu-ft models. Also: 
new 14-cu -ft upright . 

New G-E 
Steel Base 

and Wall 

Cabinets 

Designed to blend with 
new matched line of G -E 
appl iances. White baketl
on enamel. Hust-resistant 
steel. 



first in 
appearance 

Beautiful R·O· Ws are preferred by builders and 
architects. They are available, everywhere, in a 
full range of styles and sizes. They are chosen 
because they have the beauty of fine wood plus 
the exclusive, patented R·O· W take-out feature. 

Wood windows harmonize with home furnishings. 
Wood, itself, is an excellent insulator, too. 

See your local lumber dealer or write 

R • 0 •W SALES COMPANY 1324 • • 76 ACADEMY AVENUE• FERNDALE 20, MICHIGAN 
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Air conditioning field esj 
of practical information for archit s an 

Last summer the National Warm Ai Heat 

Conditioning Assn. conducted the firs 
various kinds of cooling systems in 

though these test results have not be 
some revealing facts are already evid 

Results indicate that an effective v 
sential in crawl-space houses, conv 
must be carefully designed and ms 
and new ways of air distribution ma 
cost savings in home air conditioning. 

These tests began on a hot Monday mo1 
a mobile laboratory truck backed up to 
air-conditioned house in Ft. Worth and I\ 

lbs. of elaborate electrical equipment. Af 
paratus throughout the house with more 
the men stayed until Friday to get 24, 
changing temperature and humidity. 

Supervised by veteran Engineer C. W . 
the association's Field Investigating Com 
was repeated all summer long in a variet 
Dallas, Houston and Tulsa . Test condit 
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scorching summer-long heat wave was o of th 
every air-conditioning system tested w opera 

capacity. 

Mobile laboratory crew found air-conditi'oni en.gin 

an unusual moisture condition in this Ft . War home. 

Humidity problems 

In Ft. Worth, critical moisture con di ti on 
two crawl-space houses . In the first, a spr 
house, inside temperature was down to 7 
ity was a sticky 80%-more humid than 
smaller second house, temperature was 
humidity was 82 % . (" We can' t live her 
the homeowner.) In both cases air con 
stalled by reliable firms and the firms' 

After an investigation, mud and wa 
both houses (partly from lawn sprinkle 
moisture barriers under the finished Ho 
field investigators suspected that ground 
into the houses. So they tried lapping h 
nver the ground in each crawl space. ( 
roofing to the underside of the floor joi 
have prevented natural ventilation uncle 
moi sture is unavoidable.) 
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both houses had dried out and their relative 
opped under 50%. And where both had had 
wood conditions before, the structures were 
oral for builders: low permeability roll roof
ed by HHF A""· is a much more effective vapor 
er papers, and a barrier on the ground is 

1swer for crawl-space houses. 

the tests indicate that other maior troubles 

designed and undersized ducts. For instancl' 
y for heating were found too small to deliver 
es of air needed to cool the same houses. (In 

tayed fo r a week at this Houston house 

r, it is believed that liberally designed heat
nough to handle summer cooling also.) 

essell found poorly insulated metal cooling 
ugh a 130° attic. Beside the loss of cooling 
ck of proper insulation caused condensation 
from the ducts. 

d has a well designed, high-velocity, 3%" 
rked satisfactorily for cooling. Together with 

these small duct systems use special blender
what similar to high-velocity air condition
gs. (Seep. 124, July, '52 H&H.) 

ouse indicate that air . supply from floor 
tive as from high wall outlets. In this case 

ed through the same floor registers used for 
(Many engineers say that overhead duct

r good cooling, while duplicate under-floor 
eded for efficient heating in basementless 
ved, this method-perimeter ducts on ly
cost of overhead ducts for year-round air
s. 

may also result because of findings where 
crawl-space method used in heating. Here 

rged from the air conditioner directly into 
cl allowed to rise, under pressure, into the 

floor registers located at the outside walls. 
1ork is needed. But before using this system 
ned to wait for specific recommendations 

t of Nessell's investigation will be published 
been evaluated by an impartial engineer. 
ciation is lining up 20 other houses in the 
t year. 

of Housing Research HHF A reports that light 15 
th damp soil is destroyed by fungi in a few years. 

first in 
• convenience 

Being able to wash both sides of your windows 
from inside the house is a great convenience. 
Modem R·O· Ws can not only be washed indoors, 
but can, in addition, be painted in the basement or 
taken to the hardware store for glass replacement. 

Spring pressure construction insures snug-fit 
weather protection during all seasons of the year. 

See your local lumber dealer or write 

R • O • W SALES COMPANY 1324 • • 76 ACADEMY AVENUE • FERNDALE 20, MICHIGAN 
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building needs stress the importance of 
construction time, holding down over-all 
itlwut sacrificing permanence, safety or 
in design. 
use of their versatility and adaptability, 
nior Beams go far toward meeting the 
s of today's builders. They cost less to 

less to erect. Lightweight Junior beams 
easily raised, placed and bolted directly 
sition with a minimum of labor and 
er. This fast, economical construction 
ld building costs low. 
dition to their EASE OF INSTALLATION, 

e interested in other important design 

and construction features of J&L Junior Beams. 
They are RIGID, VIBRATION RESISTANT, SHRINK 

PROOF, FIREPROOF, VERMIN PROOF, and have the 
LOWEST DEFLECTION FACTOR OF ANY STRUCTURAL 

SECTION OF EQUIVALENT 

WEIGHT. 

Why not write today for 
· our new booklet covering J&L 
Junior Beams and Channels? 
It shows how Junior Beams 
are used as floor joists and 
roof purlins, with loading and 
spacing tables for various 
spans. 

Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation 
492 Gateway Center 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Please send me a copy of the booklet 
covering J&L Junior Beams. and 
Channels. 

NAME ___________ _ 

COMPANY __________ _ 

ES & LAUGHLIN STEEL CORPORATION ADORE SS _ ___ _ _____ _ 

I 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 



Where Else Can You Get 
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This Outstanding Combination? 

Exceptional Quality • Conventional Construction 

and Appearance 
~ 

• Architect Designed Homes 

• 
• 
• 

Nationally Advertised Materials and Equipment 

Budget Prices • Fast Completion on the Site 

Fourteen Models • Five Front Elevations for 

Every Model • Assistance in Site Planning -

Financing - Decorating • Nationally Advertised 

Homes-FHA and GI Acceptable 

Attention Builders 
We have openings in a number of localities for quali
fied builders. If you have sound financial resources 
and an established reputation for building well
designed, high quality homes, this is an exceptional 
opportunity for you. Write today on your letterhead. 

'' 7754 GREENFIELD DEARBORN, MICH. 

FLOORING. Inexpensive Luxur by H; 

letin AT-200. Hachmeister, I Pitts! 

Pa ., 8 pp . BY2 " x 11" 

All 30 marble grain pattern 
effects available in Hako as 
produced in co lor in this 
stalla tion and upk eep, grea 
initial low cost are some 
pointed out for the floor co 

BATHROOM FIXTURES. 

Briggs Mfg. Co ., Plumbing 

Mi ll er Ave., Detroit 11, Mich 
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Concentrated on these 28 es ar• 
specifi cations and pictures 
line of porcelain enamele steel 
lavatories and sinks; vi tr s chi 
tori es; closet combinatio unr 
bidets; and brass fittings. 

MASONRY COATINGS. Stuc F i nisl 

with P li ol i te S - 5. Chemical , Gooc 

&. Rubber Co., Akron 16, Ohi 

Uses of a synthetic resin in 
paints are explained in thi 
PLioLite 5-5, the thermopl 
pound is claimed to be espec 
in paints made for masonr 
of its ability to withstand 
ment. 

SIDING. Masonite Siding . 

W. Washington St., Chic 

BYz'' x 11" 

Describing methods of a 
hardboard sidin g, the 
sketches and concise text on 
attachment of the Shado 

anua 

urface 
alkal 

2, 

lying 
ll etin 
·elimi1 
ne W• 

corner treatment and prop fini shi 

ROOFING. Ludowici Roofin Tiles , 

Celadon Co. , 75 E . Wack 

Ill. 8 pp . BY2" x 11 " 

Dr., f 

This full -color brochure pr nts us 
mation on til e roofs for h es in 
tive and readable manner. 

HEATING. The Flexicore Spl Systen 

Air Pane l Heating. The 

1932 E. Monument Ave., D 

BY2 " x 11 " 

Illu strated by diagrams. t 
two simple heating system 
hollow cores in Flexicor 

slabs to combine benefits < 

air with those of a radiant 

icore 

on 2, 1 

fol de 
hi ch 
reca s 

circuL 
nel. 

DRAINAGE. Bosco Perfor d 0 1 

Bowerston Shale Co., Bow ton, C 

BY2 " x 11 " 

Detailing proper in stallatio 
for basement and foundati 
as se ptic tank system s. thi s 
co nta in s diagrams of home 
an effective se pti c tank di s 
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draim 
form a 
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