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A Well-Planned Modern
Farm House

E. 1. Farrington

NTIL a few years ago most farm
houses were built to conform to
one of two or three familiar
types. The New England type
was represented by a square frame house,
two stories high and bisected by a wide
hall. Pennsylvania had, and of course
.still has, its oblong farm house made of
stone; and all over the country are scat-
tered plain farm cottages with roof slop-
ing toward the street and devoid of any

.

frills in the form of porches, gables or bay
windows. In all these types compactness
is a dominant note and an important con-
sideration is easy heating by means of
fireplace or stoves.

Now, however, farmers are departing
from old lines when they plan their
houses and much greater variety is to be
found in country homes. It is an unfor-
tunate fact, though, that in many in-
stances the plans adopted are those origi-

The home of Mr. Geo. Albree, Concord, Mass.
all the modern conveniences of a city honse.

Designed to meet the special requirements of his farm and embodying
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nally drawn for a city or suburban dwell-
ing and by no means as well adapted to
conditions of country living as they ought
to be for comfort and convenience.

The house illustrated is thoroughly
modern in design and arrangement but it
would be difficult to find a house better
suited to the needs of the average farm-
er’s family. The living room is large and
well separated from the rest of the house.
The dining room is large, too, and is to
be reached from front or back without
passing through any other room but the
kitchen. A large dining room is often
necessary; the owner of this house, Mr.
George Albree, of Concord, Mass., has
had as many as twelve hired men to feed
at one time. When the family is small,
one end is used as a sitting room or office.

The service quarters are ideal. The
kitchen, which is eighteen feet square, has

windows on two sides and is equipped
with a range, sanitary sink and set tubs.
Over the range is a large Russia iron
hood with a ventilator above and below.
This is a valuable feature when many
men are to be cooked for, as most of the
odor and much of the heat is carried up
the chimney. The walls back of the sink
and the set tubs are faced with brick, in
order that they may easily be kept clean.
Connected with the kitchen is a pantry
and a china closet. The dining room is
reached through the latter, which is an
excellent arrangement because the kitch-
en noises are excluded from the rest of
the house. There is a small sink under
a window in the china closet which is
used for washing the table ware and by
means of which many steps are saved.
The dishes are kept behind glass doors
and there are drawers for table linen.

A view into the dining room from entrance hall.
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Directly back of the kitchen and
reached by a separate door at the rear of
the house is a work room where tools
may be sharpened and various odd jobs
done. If there are hired men, they come
into the house through this room, where
they leave their muddy boots and work
clothing. A bath room for the help is lo-
cated just above on the second floor and

'£‘ﬁ: 2

away over the kitchen in order to allow
space for one large side window.
Through this window the owner gets an
unbroken view of the front doors of his
barn simply by raising himself on his el-
bow in bed, and as there is an electric
light in front of the barn he is able to see
in 2 moment if anything is wrong. This
room has a large fireplace and is very at-

»

The spacious living room.

is reached by stairs leading from this
work room. An arrangement of this kind
is a great help to the housekeeper, for it
greatly reduces the amount of house
cleaning to be done. Some farmers would
doubtless use this room as a work shop.

There are five chambers on the second
floor. The middle chamber, which is the
owner’s room, is so arranged that most
of the farm may be seen from its win-
dows. There are windows front and back
and a part of the lower story was cut

tractive and airy. One door leads into
the front hall and another into the back
hall. If the owner is wearing soiled
working clothes, he naturally uses the
back stairs.

A man and a maid’s room lead from the
rear hall and in each room there is a
commodious closet. There is also a large
closet in the hall itself, with shelves above
and drawers below. Just across the hall
from these two chambers the extra bath-
room already mentioned is located. As
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will be noticed, what may be called the
service portion of the house is kept en-
tirely separate from the family’s quarters
but in an unobtrusive way and without
interfering with the convenient arrange-
ment of the house. The two chambers
remaining are reached from the front hall
and each has a pretty little corner fire-
place, the owner having a fondness for
decorative features of this kind. All in
all, there are five fireplaces in the house
and they are built to be used, too, al-
though they are not needed for heat.

The interior finish of the parlor, dining
room and front hall is English oak, in
its natural color. The walls are papered
and both parlor and dining room have
large brick fireplaces. These rooms are
separated from the hall by wide door-
ways in which portieres are hung. White
wood is used on the second floor and all
the trim in the bedrooms is white. The
bath room is finished in white and green.
The kitchen and some of the other serv-
ice quarters have stained or painted walls.

This house faces the south and is pro-
tected on the north by an elevation known
as Revolutionary Ridge. Its location is
historic, for Concord had a prominent
place in the Revolutionary war and after-
wards such famous men as Emerson,
Hawthorne, Alcott and Thoreau came to
live in that neighborhood. Thoreau has
written delightfully of the very view
which Mr. Albree is able to enjoy from
his front windows.

Like most farm houses, the one being
described is exposed to the weather on all
sides, although the elevation at the rear
helps to break the force of the wind.
Probably an ordinary furnace would not
be sufficient for heating the house but a
combination system gives perfect satis-
faction. Each room has a register, and
pipes carrying water heated by a coil in
the furnace pot supply radiators placed
wherever additional heat seems needed.
No difficulty in heating the entire house

with this system is experienced. The
chimney at the kitchen end carries the
furnace, range, dining room fireplace and -
two ventilating flues. The other chimney
serves the parlor fireplace and those in
two of the chambers.

This house presents a very attractive
exterior appearance and the cost of keep-
ing it looking well is very small. As the
illustration shows, it is shingled all over,
the shingles having been allowed to
weather. The only paint used was to
make the door and window trims white
and the blinds green. The grouping of
the windows is interesting and helps to
give character to the house. The com-
fortable porch is so arranged that it
is shaded in the afternoon and it com-
mands a beautiful view. A shingle house
of this character is particularly well
adapted to the country. It is not ob-
trusive and harmonizes nicely with the
landscape. The illustration used is from
a photograph which was made before
much planting had been done. Now the
base line is hidden by great clumps of
California privet allowed to grow in its
natural form, with several varieties of low
growing spirea in front and the general
appearance of the grounds has been
greatly improved.

The house is very substautially built,
with two by twelve floor timbers. The
cellar is cemented and partitioned off for
vegetable storage at one end. It is also
plastered and the ceiling over the fur-
nace is covered with asbestos. In a farm-
ing section it is especially important to
take every precaution against fire. The
house is wired for electricity throughout,
the current being obtained from the town.
The owner of the house, Mr. Albree, es-
timates that it could be reproduced for
about $7,500, after eliminating some of
the features which were incorporated into
the original house but which are not ab-
solutely essential and yet added consid-
erable to the cost.
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Cobbleshack

Virginia Shortridge

NE is tempted to believe that all
the stones in New England were
certainly obsessed by a desire to
move on and down towards the
South, and that centuries ago they man-
aged to travel as far as the beautiful state
of Connecticut, and there, being dreary,
laid themselves down for time and the
good brown earth to cover them over
with a blanket. Many of them rested well
until the owner
of Cobbleshack
began stirring
them out of their
coveys to build
Cobbleshack and

all its farm
buildings.

No one knows
how seldom this
was done in Con-
necticut in the
early days, and
s¢ from the first
start great inter-
est was shown in
all the stages of
its development,

Professor Wil-
liam H. Burr was
a pioneer in the
part of the coun-
try around Stam-
ford, in the mat-
ter of building
a house ont of

stones taken
from fields and
fences. Before

this the farmers
let them lie and
ploughed over

The approach.

them, or else took them up in a desultory
fashion and threw them against the stone
walls. Now Cobbleshack Farm is in a
large measure fireproof in all of its build-
ings, and has even reinforced concrete
floors in the main house on the first
floor.

This building crowns the hilltop, and
fertile fields with their golden grain cover
the landscape almost as far as the eye

can reach, a

wonderful ex-

ponent of what

scientific  meth-
have done
towards redeem-
ing an abandon-
ed farm.

The barns and
farm buildings
are placed on
the sharper
slope of the hill,
and are obscured
by the garden-
er’s cottage and
the main barn;

ods

which are, of
course, all of
stone.

3y such clev-
er placing, little
planting was
needed to
the seclusion re-
quired for the
four-legged
members, and
the chickens
and ducks, be-
longing to the
farm family.

give
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Cobbleshack from the garden side.

Cobbleshack

A cool resting place on a hot afternoon or evening.
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The living room with glimpse of hall thru arched opening.

A view from the music room Into the delightful, sunny dining room.
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Crowning the hill, this “adapted colonial” is well placed for both appearance and ntility.

The house, “adapted Colonial,” is very in-
teresting. The front door is decorated by an
old knocker, taken from an ancestor’s door,
worn somewhat smooth and shiny by con-
stant friction applied faithfully by many
davs of polishing to a high lustre.

One cnters under the porte-cochere,
and, after mounting several steps, one is
in the cool, shaded, front hall. An arch
is over the entrance to the living room,
making a clear-cut line of white wood in
sharp contrast to the walls of deep colo-
nial yellow.

A music room with book shelves car-
ried up to the ceiling, and with French
doors leading on to the brick-floored piaz-
za, is passed through on the way to the
dining room.

From the music room one can also pass
into the new wing which was added a
short time ago, and which includes but-
ler’s pantry, great kitchen, laundry, large
pantry, and a writing office room for tran-
sacting matters pertaining to the farm.

The woodwork is very beautiful, being
simple in design but very colonial, white
wood, painted many coats of paint. The
windows are large, recessed and have gen-
erous window sills.

There are four bedrooms and three

baths on the second floor, and several
more with a bath on the third floor. The
maids’ part is in the new wing and com-
pletely separated.

I'toors are covered with rugs of brown
tone, harmonizing with the walls of yel-
low, and the pretty curtains of tan, made
with valences.

With chairs in the dining room, which
have been one hundred and seventy-five
years in this family, and other lovely
family pieces, old but younger than the
chairs, the mellowness and charm are
very evident to all who are fortunate
enough to step within.

There are solid shutters at all the win-
dows, including even those in the cellar.
These latter are a great protection from
rain and bad weather and one seldom
sees them used on the cellar windows in
modern houses,

They also make the house delightfully
cool and dark, making it practical and
possible to go without window screens
in a land where “flies fly.”

Cobbleshack is in many details a copy
of one in Watertown in which the owner
lived as a little boy, and the architect who
so successfully combined the old and the

new is Mr. Edward Pearce Casey of New
York.
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Decorative Wall Paneling
Arthur E. Gleed

m ] NTERIOR decor'ation by means
;'}‘;ﬂ uf. wo.ud paneling was in its
<€ prime in the stately and substan-

tial Tudor period, and the prac-
tice of lining walls and ceiling with pol-
ished oak panels enclosed by hand made
moldings was the accepted method of fin-
ishing all rooms. Times and manners
changed, and the somewhat gloomy oak
gave way to plaster panels decorated with
delicate coloring and gilding. Today,
with its rapid changes and democratic
art, we build it

but this is beyond the means of most of
us and perhaps not entirely suited to
modern taste, and it will be found possible
to adapt present day methods to the form
of light wood paneling which will be
quite inexpensive and at the same time
pleasingly suitable for our everyday life.

Paneling has a powerful effect in ac-
centuating any pattern we apply to a
wall, and so makes it unnecessary to add
much in the way of decoration, which
consequently should lower the cost. By
keeping the pan-

a lighter style
and our rooms
are usually left
with but plain
plastered walls
and that rem-

nant of the pan-
eling of olden r
days, the skirt-
ing board.

The present
day has, howev-
er, its advantage,
for never was
there such a
number of excel-
lent ways of dec-
orating our walls
and necver were
there such op-
portunities of i
getting charm-
ing interiors at
so low a cost.
We can, if we
wish, overlay |
our with

walls

els light in con-
struction it can
™1 be made to add
dignity to even
a small room. In
’ conjunction with
painted surfaces,
stenciling, and
printed wall pa-
per, it is capa-
ble of endless
variation, mak-
ing it suitable
for the delicate
atmosphere de-
sirable in a bou-
doir or the more
formal and sub-
stantial effect
looked for in a
dining room or a
reception hall,

A dining room
whose chief dec-
oration was a
fine collection of
pictures and

polished oak,

A simple treatment that could be carried out In any diring room.

pottery of Dutch
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origin had the | —— the floor, that it
paneling arrang- \,\! may be well on
ed to show these ;___*______—*_; o e . 11| the line of sight.
to advantage. k..’)if e The shelf
The plate shelf =, !:'4‘-‘ AN 3‘.1 = 5w above it is in-
was placed six T L ;:‘ } g’; p tended for small
feet from the -] n 0y 2l s A pictures, such as
» s 'S » : _? ! £
floor and below g & & % ® L ® water-color
it were panels & & 21 2 .:: . i drawings, en-
twelve inches " ) é ‘i ? H 3 gravings, and
square. aln al g f‘ = photographs,
These were o of ¢ s - and also any fine
° : :: a‘ 'l. / y'
filled by Dutch -l 2 I ® pottery which
lal.ldscape fiecor- 2 ‘; o - n wou‘ld be suita-
ations  skilfully | 3‘ a - ble in a drawing
painted in. A "‘ e alih room. The up-
similar  decora- B2 ) }‘ rights which di-
tion could be cut ~ ;i. 4] vide the panels
from a Dutch ?, 4 < ® taper slightly
wall paper at i 18 A3 towards the top,
- . K -~ [ . .
m. uch less ex n| s b B giving them the
pense. The " e ‘ 2 3 appearance 0 f
scheme of color- ol B | & pilasters, which
ing used was " t} % support the shelf,
- . » "
gray-blue for the }; r'.r"\ ;57?; , an d also add
panel spaces 4 -‘V lightness to the
with the land- o 2 R structure. The

scape border in
various shades of
blue and gray. The upper wall and ceil-
ing were tinted deep ivory white, and the
woodwork a dead black; a dark shade of
bronze green could be substituted if pre-
ferred. The large, plain panels had been
given a serviceable finish of flat-toned oil
paint over a sand-finished plaster. The
same scheme might be carried out in a
blue-gray burlap, if desired. With the pan-
eling constructed of oak and stained and
waxed to a mellow surface, the effect was
very rich against the blue-gray background,
and the spaces for the pictures prevented
any undue crowding of them—a condi-
tion to be carefully avoided in any room.

In the drawing room wall illustrated,
the landscape border is the principal deco-
ration, and this is placed five feet from

Paneling lends itself well to the delicate treatments necessary
in the boudoir.

coloring is a har-
mony of pale dull
blues and greens. The upper part of the
walls above the shelf is tinted a light blue-
green, the large plain panels below are col-
ored with a delicate warm green, the land-
scape border combines various shades of
dull blue and green, and the woodwork is
painted ivory white with a dull surface. The
choice of coloring is most important, for
with such large surfaces it is quite neces-
sary to have the tones very subdued, and
it wonld be advisable in mixing the colors
to use a pale gray as a base, adding the
blue and green in small quantities until
the desired shades were produced.

The landscape border could be either
painted or stenciled. If neither of these
methods were available a good wall paper

(Continied on page 45.)
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The Farmer’s Wifte Gets
a New House

Henrietta P. Keith

have a new house. She means to
have it a pretty one too, and
pleasant aud commodious, with
sleeping rooms and a real bath room up-
stairs. It is to be a pretty house too,
with a lawn and flower-bordered walks
and cven a pergola.

The potato patch and the pigs are not
coming right up to the door any longer.
She will have a barberry hedge, or a tall
wire netting trellis with sweet peas cover-
ing it, screening there nord utilities from
view with their pink loveliness. She plans
to have water piped into the house and
sewerage piped away from it. If she can’t
have a laundry in the basement, she in-
tends to put stationary, zinc-lined tubs in
an enclosed extension of the back porch,
where there will be an extra toilet also.

She will have the kitchen floor painted,

and a great square of linoleum in the cen-
ter, so her strength won't all go to scrub-
bing. Her kitchen walls will be painted a
pretty blue or buff, and there will be
white muslin curtains with shades at the
windows which will be fitted with wire
screens to keep out flies and mosquitoes.
There will be a gas range too, to take
the place of the old wood range that made
such drudgery lugging in wood, coal or
cobs and carrying out ashes, besides
roasting the farmer’s wife and daughters.

Why shouldn’t she? The farmer has
money enough to pay for it. His thrifty,
hardworking wife, has worked just as
hard as he has to save that money and
get ahead. She has risen at four in the
morning and gone to bed long after the
farmer, because the late evening hours
were the only time she had to mend stock-
ings, patch overalls or make a new frock

1

The conntryside feeling in harmony with rural snrronndings—yet, not lacking in dignity.
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for Alice. She has lugged wood from that
shed twenty feet away, and water from
the well for twenty years. The farmer
thinks the wood is “handy.” Let him try
it himself, carrying in a dozen or two
armfuls a day.

The ordinary farmer is a curiously con-
servative being. We may say he is “sot
in his ways.” He calls any deviation
from the old accustomed ways, “non-
sense,” and refuses any “new iangled no-
tions.” That is—in the women’s depart-
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ment. New ideas in reapers and binders
are all right, and he has the latest and
most up-to-date farm machinery. IHe has
just built a fine new barn too, and the
horses are better housed than his wife.
He thinks he has done his whole duty
by “Mari’ and the girls,” if they have
got an “orgin” in the little stuffy “par-
lor,” and he says “wimmin folks hadn’t
orter meddle.”

But women are going to meddle, my as-
tonished friend, and you will be better
off for it. Improved housing will pay in
dollars and cents, as well as in looks. It
will pay, because the improved sanitation

KEITH'S MAGAZINE

in the houses and around it will dispense
with the doctor and the drug bill. Coun-
try people, in spite of their outdoor life,
abundant exercise and absence of city
dissipations, are not more healthy than
city people. That is, the men may be, be-
cause they are out of doors, and when
their work is done they can go to bed
and sleep undistnrbed. But the women
are often half dead. To say nothing of
the fearful prevalence of insanity among
them—and no wonder, for they are not

o
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only overworked, but their surroundings
are depressing—they are lonely. Pleasant
homes, convenient arrangements, would
help a great deal. No wonder there is
malaria, and quinine by the quart, when
the slops are just thrown out the back
door. No wonder the boy won’t stay on
the farm, and the girls “take a place” in
town, so long as country life is destitute
of all the comforts and conveniences to
be had in the city, to say nothing of
recreations and amusements. Just as
long as these conditions prevail, it is of
no use for social economists to preach
that “the hope of the future lies in the
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return of the peo-
ple to the soil.”

The ambitious
young men and
young women will
continue to get
away from the
dead level of mo-
notony and ugli-
ness, just as fast
as they can. So it

hair and put a
cool linen coat ov-
er his wilted shirt.
Don’t say you
" haven’t got time
for such raits.
You have just as
much time as oth-
er people; and it
makes the differ-
ence between pigs

is well that the
farmer’s wife is
waking up. The
new house, care-
fully planned, and
tastefully fitted
up, will put new heart into the women
folk, besides relieving them of useless
drudgery. Necessary hardship and: econ-
omy is one thing; but there is no virtue
or common sense in eating wormy ap-
ples from the north side of the orchard,
while ripe, mellow fruit is going to
waste elsewhere. DBy the same token,
a woman is only foolish, and not worthy
of great praise, when she submits year
after year to live in an unpainted, ugly
shanty of a house, with a kitchen and
a léan-to, the table black with flies and
no working conveniences where there is
money enough to get something better.
What ambition can she have to get up
nice, appetizing meals, in a cluttered-up
place like that, or to make herself tidy
and attractive in a clean blue and white
calico, with a pink bow perked up in
her hair? Wouldn't a fresh, pretty room,
with ruffled curtains at the windows,
with a clean cloth on the table and a
bunch of flowers, to say nothing of a well-
cooked meal, instead of the regulation
fried ham and potatoes, be a pleasant
change, and wouldn’t the farmer like the
looks of it, when he comes in hot and
tired from haying?

He would, and he would not only wash
his own face and hands but brush his

A fetching little pergola over the side entrance.

and people.

The possibilities
of charm and of
comfort in farm
homes, are just
beginning todawn
upon the farmer's wife. ILike the great
American nation, she stands things a long
time without a fuss. DBut also, when
they do make up their minds, things have
to move.

Even the U. S. Government, occupied
as it is with weighty affairs of state, has
through its Department of Agriculture,
published the first of a series of farm
houses designed to provide more attrac-
tive and comfortable houses at a mimi-
mum cost, for this large and important
class of its people. This first design has
appeared in a number of publications, and
while interesting and not devoid of at-
tractiveness, must be confessed to have
rather a summer cottage aspect with
hardly character enough for a permanent
home. We have observed that when the
farmer does build a new house, he builds
a pretty good one—at least the modern
farmer does. Time was, when the coun-
try carpenter was told the number of
rooms wanted and allowed to put them
together any old way. But the farmer
has learned that it pays to have plans, and
good ones. It not only pays in getting a
better and handsomer house, but it pays
in building it, to have a good set of plans
and specifications, so that the builder or
carpenter does not have to stop and figure
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it out as he goes along, or spend time
and money rectifying mistakes, because
he has it all plainly figured out for him
from the start.

To illustrate our point, we have shown
here the plans and front elevation for a
most attractive and convenient farm
house, such a house as could be built by
any average well-to-do farmer. It is sym-
pathetically designed, that is, it has the
countryside feeling in harmony with rural
surroundings—yet does not lack dignity,
and for a small house is as full of modern
comfort and convenience as any city home.
At the same time it is eminently practi-
cal. Just look over the plan and see
how everything has been thought of and
figured out. There is a roomy entrance
hall, large enough so the farmer could
have an office desk in the angle of the
stairs, for a sort of business headquarters
that would not encroach upon the domes-
tic privacy ; there is a big coat closet too,
and a convenient stairway down to the
basement.

The big living room 15x26 ft. 6 in. has
a great fireplace centered in it, with the
further end arranged for dining room
use, the idea being to utilize the table in
the evenings for other purposes. From
this dining room end you not only pass
directly through to a commodious and
most conveniently equipped kitchen, but
out upon a rear, enclosed porch, with ac-
cess to a toilet and lavatory in the laun-
dry. Here the farmer can come in from
the field and “slick up” for supper; and
after supper there is the long, cool,
screened veranda across the front for him
to rest in. As to the rear porch, it is
large enough to do much of the kitchen
work out there in summer, and so keep
the house cooler. If a wood or coal range
must be used instead of gas, a most con-
venient fuel bin has been provided at one
side of the cupboard for cooking utensils
—which fills from outside the house.

Of course there would be a pneumatic

water engine, to supply water for the
kitchen, the laundry and the bath, and
of course there would be a gas machine
of some kind—there are now several good
ones—to do away with kerosene lamps
and candles.

Last, but not least, study the attrac-
tive exterior, with the arrangement for
walks and shrubbery, and extension of
the iront walk carried round to the side
entrance in a neat, trim orderliness end-
ing in a fetching little pergola contain-
ing a vine-covered seat, at the entrance
itself.

Does the farmer pooh at these refine-
ments and say he can’t afford such non-
sense? Then let him not wonder nor
complain if his boys and girls fly to the
cities just as soon as they can. There is
no one who can afford it better than the
farmer.

“The strength of this mighty nation
Is not in the palace grand,
But in the houses of the farmer
Who gathers wealth from the land.”

Good buildings on his farm—and by
that we don’t mean only barns—are just
as much an indication of a farmer’s suc-
cess as good crops and money in the
bank. What good is money in the bank?
Turn a reasonable part of it into comfort
and pleasantness for the farmer’s wife and
children, and see if it doesn’t pay good
dividends.

Estimate of Cost.

Excavating ......c.ocoiiviiiiiin i #45.00
Mason work.......cooooiiiiiiiiiii e 205.00
Cement floors... ......co. covvie vevieiieieeeens 45.00
Chimney and brick work........cccoceviiiiiien e 175.00
Lumber ...oooooo i 600.00
Millwork. ..o 650.00
Interior plaster..........ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinin 360.00
Painting ......oooocoiiiiiiiiiiiiees e 225.00
Carpenter labor............cooooiiiiiiiii ., 510.00
Hardware ..........c.ocooviiiiiiiiicec 220,00
Electric wiring......... 45.00
Galvanized iron and tin work . : 70.00
Heating—hot air ............ocoooiiiiiiiii, 150.00
Plumbing.....ccooiviiiiiiiiiiiiii i 300.00
Miscellaneous. .......cooovueueiniiiiiie e 50.00
Acrchitect’s fee...........cooooiiiiii i 50.00

TOtA] e $3,700.00
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‘Homes
We

Have Built”
Series

A Home 1n the Blue Grass Country

R. H.

m ) F you owned a lot that was eighty
3 feet by two hundred and fifty
: deep, with a smooth stretch of
lawn and a border of fine big
maple trees, wouldn’t it inspire you to
build a bungalow? It did us, for a low,
rambling structure seemed to “fit” such
a setting as no other type of house would.
There is a great abundance of field
stone in our locality, so we used it for the
foundation, porch pillars and chimney.
The irregular shapes set in concrete give
a very pleasing effect and the colors blend
beautifully with the shingles of the walls,
which we stained a soft brown.

A porch?
Of course; i
that 1is al-

ways part of
the “lure of
the bunga-
low,” and
ours is the
wide, invit-
ing kind that
extends all
the way
around one
side of the

The huge stone chimney that some of the natives think is ‘““mighty Pooh-Folsky.”

McKee

house. The floor is of concrete and the
pillars are built up a little distance with
stone capped with concrete and support-
ing plain, square columns of ivory white,
like the trim.

The most striking features of the ex-
terior are the roof with its long, sloping
lines and overhanging eaves, and the huge
stone chimney that some of the natives
think is “mighty pooh-folksy.” We used
moss-green, granite shingles for the roof
on account of fire resisting qualities, and
the color effect is very harmonious. A
sleeping balcony on the south side over
the porch is a delightful feature of our

house. IFrom

7 the porch
vou enter the
living room

which seems
quite
cious as the
dining room
is separated
from it only
by a post and
panel con-
struction.
The cen-

spa-
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tral feature of the living-room is the ingle-
nook with its immense stone fireplace,
broad hearth, inviting seats and book
shelves on either side. The nook is en-
closed with a post and panel construction
similar to the opening into the dining-
room. Both of these rooms are paneled to
a height of five and a half feet in oak, fin-
ished in Early English; the floors are
hardwood in natural finish.

The windows are grouped at one end of
the living-room and under them is a built-

The dining room.
in sea, covering a radia-
tor; at each end of the seat
is a built-in ~bookcase.
In the dining room, the
windows are grouped in
the same way, and under
them is a built-in buffet, which, with a
china closet at each end, covers the
whole side of the room. The finish in
these two rooms is Early English, fin-
ished flat. The walls are russett flat tone,
and the ceiling, cream. Black iron Crafts-
man lanterns with amber glass. harmo-
nize with the general color scheme.

A swinging door leads from the dining-
room to the kitchen, which is small but
very convenient. It is finished in white
enamel, with built-in bins, table and cup-
boards. Over the sink and drainboard is
a dish cupboard with glass doors. In-
stead of an entry there is a screened porch
the length of kitchen and bath-room.

A narrow hall separates the bed-rooms
from the rest of the house. These two
rooms have white enameled woodwork
and walls of flat tone paint; one is French
grey with ivory ceiling; the other pale
blue with ivory ceiling. Seats built under
the windows forming skirt boxes, and
large closets are good features of the bed-
rooms. The bath at the end of the hall,
easily accessible to the bed-rooms, is fin-
ished entirely in white.

The stairs lead up from this hall and an
opening
serves the double purpose of seem-
ing to add to the width of the hall
and the stairs, and provides a
place for the brass lantern which

similar to a window

The inglenook with its immense stone fireplace, broad hearth, inviting seata
and book-shelves on either side.

lights the hall and stairway. Two rooms
and a small hall were finished upstairs.
Wallboard, paneled with wooden strips,
was used for the upstairs instead of plas-
ter. From the south room a glass door
leads out upon the sleeping porch, which
is sheltered by the overhanging eaves of
the roof. The basement under the kitchen
and bath is walled and floored with con-
crete. Here we have ample room for a
boiler for our hot water heating plant,
pressure tank for water system, storage
for coal, etc. Throughout the house we
have utilized every inch of space.

All in all, we are pretty well satisfied
with our home in the blue grass country.
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woods.

F all American hardwoods, prob-
ably the one most adaptable to
the uses of the homebuilder is
oak. Beauty, quality, distinc-
tiveniess and durability, the prime requi-
sites of our American hardwood are all
found in oak in the highest degree and it
rightly merits its extreme popularity.
Oak trees are separated into fifty to
sixty species in the United States. Bot-
onists disagree among themselves as to

DR

2

A Talk on Woods

Article Three——Qak

EpiTorR's NoTE.—This article, by Mr. W. L. Claffey, is the third of a
series we are publishing concerning the uses and excelliencies of various
Statementa made regarding the merits or demerits of products or
proceases represent the personsl opinion of the writers,

the right number. Foresters and manu-
facturers of oak lumber, divide all the
oaks into two distinctive and commer-
cial groups; the white oak (quercus alba)
and the red oak (quercus rubra). The
red oak reqnires two years to mature its
acorns and the white oak but one year.
The wood of the two groups are struc-
torally different. In physical structure,
the white oak is closer grained and hard-
er than the red oak.

Ballroom in the Palace 11otel, San Franclaco, floored with clear quartered oak squares.
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Woodworkers and lumber manufac-
turers usually determine the color of the
wood before the log is cut up. It often
happens that the color is decided upon
by the bark, rather than by the wood it-
self.

While the oak is separated commercial-
ly into two colors, white and red, it is
also segregated into quarter-sawed and
plain-sawed. The plain-sawed stock is
obtained by straight cutting and the quar-

White oak tree.

ter-sawed is obtained by sawing logs in-
to four quarters, then sawing boards at
right angles to the annual rings of growth.
This makes the beautiful flashy effect.

The oak tree ranges in height from 60
ft. to 100 ft. and in diameter 1ft. to 6 ft.
The location of growth is from southern
Maine to southwestern Quebec to Central
and southern Ontario, the lower peuin-
sula of Michingan, southern Wisconsin
and southern Minnesota and to southern
Nebraska and southern Kan-
sas and the Southern States.
At this writing there is more
oak stumpage, meaning stand-
ing oak timber, in the state of
Arkansas than in any one
state in the United States.
Of all the hardwoods, oak
leads from the viewpoint of
lumber production.

The wood of practically
all the oaks is tough, strong,
hard and heavy, with the
characteristic plain and quar-
tered figure, which has al-
ways made oak a standard
cabinet, furniture, finish and
flooring wood, in addition
to its many uses where
strength and |beauty of
grain is essential. Without
regard to the many different
species of oak, the manufac-
turing uses of oak are here-
with summarized:
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Manufacturing Uses of Oak.

PURPOSE PER CENT
Furniture and fixtures................. 32
Millwork, including oak ffooring, 25
Car construclion ............c...ce.esn.. 15
Vehicles ..ooorriieiiinnei i 11
Agricultural implements ............ 3
Boxes and crates .............coeuienn 3

Ship and boat building
Refrigerators and kitchen cabinets 2

Musical instruments .......c..eeeeeenen 1
Sewing machines......... ... 1
Other uses ....oocoiiiiiins ciives 5

Total.....oooiis 100



KEITH’'S MAGAZINE 27

If you are reading this ar-
ticle in your home, all you
need do 1is look around
the room and you will in-
are oak, your living room
table, desk, finish and pic-
ture frames oak also. If you
variably find that your floors
have any knowledge what-
ever of the different varie-
ties of woods, you will
quickly recognize oak, which
1s usually left showing its
natural, beautiful figure
and color. For flooring
purposes it is classified as
America’s best flooring. It
is the floor that the woman
of today demands on account
of its rich aud cheerful color
and the friendly atmos-
phere it creates. Then again
an oak floor requires less
care than the so-called ma-
hogany, that is birch ma-
hoganized, or other hard-
wood flooring on the market.
As an illustration, a birch
mahoganized floor or furni-
ture shows up every speck
of dust and scratches where-
as the oak floor, due to its
color, will not parade the
dust or show the scratches.

The writer of this article
is using a mahogany desk
on the eighth floor of an of-
fice building which requires dusting at
least two times a day. In the same office
is a golden oak desk that does not show
the dust nearly as much and only re-
quires dusting once in two days.

By right of superior merit oak when

Red oak tree.

made into a finish or flooring is superior
to other hardwoods. A home floored with
oak flooring or finished in oak, commands
a better selling price and better rentals,
besides attracting a better class of ten-

ants.
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Interior Studies

(Study No. 1.) A beautifully appointed dining room in a modern city home.
Rugs, furnishings and wall and ceiling treatments all harmonize to present a very
pleasing picture.

(Study No. 2.) The multiplicity of small things in this large country house
living room is rather confusing and unpleasant. A few good pieces well placed
would make a much better appearance.

(Study No. 3.) The living room of a modest suburban cottage which would be
more livable if the selection of decorations and furnishings had been studied with
greater care.

(Study No. 1)
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(Study No. 3)
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Home Grounds and Gardens

| T was last year that I started my
&c]] garden. Our lot was fairly Jarge
@'5: and sunny and, in California, it is
' so seay to make things grow. Of
course, I enjoyed planning our new house,
but I never pictured it in my mind with-
out a fringe of green running four or five
feet up from the foundation, some flower-
ing shrubs peeping around the corner, and
a few vines climbing over porch and chim-
ney.

It was autumn when we moved in. I
had taken pains to send for several cata-
logues of flowering shrubs and hardy
plants. It is all very well to plant seeds

every year and depend on them for a gar-
den when you do not feel settled. But

this was to be our permanent home and
I intended to fill my garden with plants
and roots that look to the future.

Some of the larger firms send out very
attractive, illustrated books advertising
their productions. They really are fasci-
nating to read. One evening as I sat sur-
rounded by these catalogues making out

lists and having a most delightful time,
" my husband asked:

“Don’t you admire Mr. Brown’s gar-
den? It was laid out by a landscape gar-
dener.”

“It is all right for them,” I answered,
“and suits their place. The Brown gar-
den is mostly cement walls and terraces
with symmetrical borders that don’t invite

G

A Garden That Means
Something

Elizabeth Griswold Rowe

(Next month an interesting sketch will be presented
by Mr. Phelps Wyman, Landscape Architect)

R

you to pick a flower or take off a slip for
your neighbor. But I want our garden
to mean something.”

And so I have carried out my idea. I
have a lilac bush that is an offspring of
one from my birthplace and I hope it will
smell as sweet to me as it used to some—
well, some years ago. In the background
of my hardy border is a bridal wreath and
a syringa from the New Jersey home of
my husband’s grandfather. A clump of
peonies that have been growing for years
in Michigan soil were divided to start a
new cluster in a California garden, and
the bulbs that went into my wonderiul
iris bed were given to me for Christmas
presents.

I planned my hardy border myself and
kept it in green and pink and white with
some flowers that shade into rose. There
was a background already of young, fine-
leaved trees—my neighbor had planted
them along the fence to the north. I
planned to have the border about six feet
wide curving in front of a brick terrace

that is built out on one side of the house.
In the background, I planted mock-orange

or syringa, pink and white hawthorns,
azaleas, a snowball, a Japanese rose and
a smoke-tree. In front of these went deut-
zias, spireas, hydrangeas with fox-gloves
here and there. Next the grass is a thick,
compact edging of Shasta daisies—a bit
of my old two-by-four garden transplant-

-
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ed to the new. Here in California they
grow so thriftily that the roots can be
separated every year and passed on to the
neighbors. For three months they make
a bright gold and white band that is beau-
tiful against the surrounding greens.
The walk is on one side of the yard next
the drive-way, so immediately in front of
the house is a smooth, gently-terraced

and saying, “I planted that tree myself,
when I was ten years old.”

In driving through the grounds of the
late Senator Stanford, I remember to have
seen a number of trees that were inter-
esting because they had been planted by
U. S. Grant and other famous personages.

Here in California when Chinese New
Year comes around, if you have a Chinese
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A corner of the garden.

lawn, but on the corner next the driveway
I have put my group of birches. They
are three in number and can anyone tell
me why they are always planted in
threes? In our family there are three
members and each of us planted and
named a tree—another bit of sentiment.
Let a child set out a tree for himself and
won’t he enjoy looking at it in after years
when it spreads great branches over him

working for you or bringing you vege-
tables, you will always get a present of
a Chinese lily rooted and budded ready
to blossom out in water. It is a pretty
custom and one worth copying. Any
garden lover would be delighted to re-
ceive a choice rose or a new plant to put
into her garden as a birthday or any other
anniversary present, and the beauty of
such a gift is that it improves as time
goes by.
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A Cement Bungalow for a Narrow Lot

N planning a home that is to be
&Ml built on a narrow lot, there are
(& many problems to meet which

are not encountered where there
are no confining restrictions to the ground
plan. If the owner wishes a reception
hall it must always go to the side in a
house less than 24 ft. wide, but under
these conditions it is much better to plan
for direct entrance into living room.

=
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cream white in color. Trimmings and all
woodwork are stained brown and win-
dow sash painted cream white. The roof
is slated, but shingles stained gray, green
or brown would be equally effective and
if the expense of a tile roof can be borne,
the bungalow would be very striking in
appearance. The foundation and porch
parapet walls are of red brick laid up in
white mortar.

“1t is difficult to adequately describe the beauty aud artistic merit of this bungalow without
overworking the superlatives.”—John Henry Newson, Architect.

One

among the well known architects, Mr.

of our frequent contributors
John IHenry Newson, gives us an excel-
lent solution of the narrow lot problem
in his design for “A Cement Bungalow.”
He states that “it is difficult to adequately
describe the beauty and artistic merit of
this bungalow without ‘overworking the
The reproduction speaks
for itself and a technical description is
more enlightening.

"

superlatives.

The exterior is ce-
ment on hollow tile, water-proofed and

The living room and dining room have
light on two sides and a large closet is
provided off the living room for coats
and wraps. A pantry connects dining
room and kitchen, both of which are ar-
ranged with ample cupboards. The re-
frigerator is wide and low and arranged
to be iced from the outside. Two bed-
rooms and a bath room on the first story
and two bedrooms on the second or attic
story with large linen closets, etc., makes
a most complete honse.
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A Brick Bungalow for a Wide Lot

Quite opposite both as to the plan and
style of architecture to the foregoing, is
our next contribution as illustrated by a
photograph view of Mr. Scott’s new brick
bungalow. This delightful home was
built carly in 1913 in Chaska, Minn,, a
busy little milling town. The owner had
a beautiful building site with a corner
frontage of 150 feet, which accommodates
so nicely this type of residence with wide
sweeping porch curving in graceful lines
and extending back on one side some
fifteecn feet. The roof is treated as a
broad gable running through from front
to rear, broken in the middle by side
gables which provide for two well lighted
chambers. The iront bedroom is a beauty,
twenty feet long. At the rear is a com-
modious bath room and projected over

the side porch is a wide dormer enclosing
sleeping porch.

The ground plan is certainly well ar-
ranged with generous sized rooms. The
columned opening in front gives just the
required separation of ingle nook feature
from the living room without disturbing
the plan for a large living room. The fine
bedroom with wide bay has private con-
nection to bath on this floor. The kitchen
is splendidly arranged with adjoining
pantry, secured within the house proper
and not projected as is so frequently the
case by an awkward jut to the wall line.

In construction the basement walls are
of concrete. Above grade they are ce-
mented over and left as rough cast work:.
The porch underfill and floors are all
cement. The exterior walls of the first



34 KEITH'S MAGAZINE

Rl BTt ey
The owner had a beautiful corner lot which so nicely accommodates this t