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Bloodgood Tuttle, Architect

The simplicity of the stucco walls is accentuated by well placed windows
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A Tinge of the Orient

R. D. Count

EJHE Old Builder, strolling
along that sunny Sunday
afternoon behind the bride
and her recently acquired
husband, halted suddenly as his
glance fell upon an attractive bun-
galow on the corner opposite him.
A gleam of awakened recognition
lightened his features and deepened
the crow-feet at the corners of his
twinkling eyes as, with a quick hail,
he attracted the attention of the
couple ahead of him and motioned
them to return.

“See there!” he said, pointing to
the home across the way, “There is
a bungalow I built for its present owner
in 1912 and it is unique and striking ina
number of ways. In view of the fact that
you children are planning to build a home
of your own and as I happen to be well
acquainted with the gentleman who owns
and occupies this one, perhaps he will
permit us to inspect it—if you would care
to do so?”

Noting their quick nods of assent he
started to cross the street, but paused
and said:

“I wish you to take particular notice
of the Oriental tinge which is so pro-
nounced in the exterior lines of this bun-
galow; especially so with regard to the
roof and eaves—then I want you further
to note that this Oriental motif is con-
fined to the exterior alone; there is no

Notice the Oriental tinge of the roof lines

trace of it in the interior, either in
arrangement, trim or furnishings. This
Oriental touch is manifested in various
ways in our western bungalows and is,
of course, a reflection of the architecture
of our neighbors across the Pacific. No
particular advantages or benefits can be
claimed for this Orientalism in design
except that it is distinctive and—when
conservatively used—attractive.

A cheerful greeting was given them by
the genial host and when their errand was
explained permission to inspect the house
“from foundations to ridge pole” was
laughingly given.

Asking for and obtaining a yard stick
and with the host forming the third mem-
ber of an interested audience, the Old
Builder started his lecture, after first
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doing some quick measuring and making
various entries in his note book.

“This bungalow, as you will have
observed, faces the east with side expo-
sure to the south. The lot is a corner
one, 100 x 100, and the house with its
garden, and garage occupy the northern
half.

“The broad, semi-circular steps lead to
a commodious front porch and from this
porch omne enters the reception room in
which we now stand. This is the only
room trimmed with solid mahogany with
a five foot wainscotting, and beamed ceil-
ing of the same wood. Its dimensions
are 17 x 15 feet. To the front and east
opens a three paneled window but the
point of interest lies in the alcove to the
left which is built into what appears to
be, from the outside, a broad and massive
chimney. This alcove is six feet deep
and nine feet wide; has a dark green tile
flooring and a real usable fireplace. At
either side are comfortable divans with
storage space underneath and above them
daintily curtained windows admit plenty
of light during the daytime. ‘

“The main point of interest in this
reception room lies in the method which
has been adopted to separate it from the
dining room immediately behind. .In

- place of a wall between these two rooms

with the customary doorway there has
been built what appears to be—and is—
a long book case divided into compart-
ments with individual glass doors. This
case is but five feet high and therefore
permits of an almost unobstructed vision
from one room to the other with the
attendant feeling of hominess; yet at the
same time it does have enough separating
effect to differentiate strongly between
reception room and dining room.

“This bi-sectional book case is seven
feet long and is flanked at either end with
square pillars reaching to the beamed
ceiling. (By the way, all ceilings are eight
feet from the floor throughout the house.)
These pillars are each three feet from
the side walls and we therefore have what
amounts to a five foot partition extending
across the room with a three foot entrance
at either end to the room adjoining. On
the dining room side of this so-called par-
tition we find a series of glass-doored
compartments for the safe keeping of
fancy china and glassware. This room
has a beamed ceiling along the same lines
as the reception room and has a large
center drop light over the table. The
room faces the - south and has French
doors opening onto a cement side porch
with semi-circular steps similar in design
to those in front.
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“Proceeding across the room we are
confronted by three doors—on the left
or south side is ome opening into the
breakfast room; in the center a double
swing door (with dish closets built into
the wall at each side) opens into the
kitchen, and on the right is one leading
into a small box hall.

“Let us enter the breakfast room first
and cross the house at the rear.”

Exclamations of delight were heard
from the bride as she stepped into this
breakfast room and with a glance of
amusement at the host, the Old Builder
continued:

“This room is 8 x 10 feet and is trimmed
entirely with bird’s eye maple; the upper
part of the wall above the wainscot being
painted in a cheerful design in dark blue
and gold.. At one corner a glass door
opens out onto the cement porch which
spans the front of the dining room, while
on the south side, and also on the west
side opposite the door, are larger, broad
windows—the kind that open easily to
admit the fresh air of a summer’s dewy
morn, or close with sturdy strength
against the nipping breath of Jack Frost.

“A double swing door admits us now

to the kitchen, 9 x 12 {feet, with a large
pantry closet just at our left as we enter
and next to it a large gas water heater.
Across the end of the kitchen is the sink
and drain board with a long, low window
above it looking into the glassed-in porch
just beyond. The other side of the room
is occupied by one of ‘the most modern
style of gas range.

“While we are here, let us inspect the
rear porch. This, as you will observe, is
in the form of an ell. It extends along a
part of one side and entirely across the
back of the kitchen; is completely glassed
in, contains refrigerator, laundry tubs,
and at the far end a lavatory to supple-
ment the one in the bath room. The
porch is four feet wide throughout its
entire length.

“Directly across the kitchen from the
breakfast room entrance is a door which
admits us to a square box hall, 6 x 6 feet,
with a narrow door in one corner opening
into a small linen closet.

“We have seen the daytime part of the
house—now we come to the nighttime
part.

“There are three bedrooms in a row on
the north side of the house but only the

1

Broad circular steps lead up to the porchea
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rear two are ordinarily used for that pur-
pose. Between these two and with
entrance from the hall is a modern and
well lighted bathroom eight feet long and
six feet wide. The bedrooms on either
side do not open into the bathroom but
into the hall immediately in front of it.
The sleeping room to the rear is on the
northwest corner of the house and is
12 x 16 feet with long bungalow windows

“Stepping again into the box hall and
from there entering the dining room, we
pass to the reception room again where
we find a door giving access to a front
bed room, but which is used for that pur-
pose only in case of necessity. It is
equipped with a disappearing wall bed,
but a piano in one corner and a work
basket on the table enable us to giess
shrewdly that it is commonly used for a

TLe garage and rose garden

on both the north and west sides. Along
the wall dividing this room from the
kitchen is a long but shallow closet
divided into three compartments with
sliding doors, while between the top of
the closet and the ceiling are built a
number of cubby holes—each with indi-
vidual door, for the storage of ladies’
hats.

“The bedroom opening from the other
side of the hall is 12 x 14 feet, with a
wide casement window looking to the
north and a deep closet in the eastern
wall. Both these rooms have white
painted woodwork with plastered and
painted walls and ceilings a light tan.
Alluring chintz curtains are draped at
every window.

music and sewing room. Its dimensions
are 12 x 14 feet with white painted wood-
work and walls and ceilings matching the
bed room in the rear. Deep, invitingly
comfortable window seats are built under
both the front and side casements which,
like those in the other rooms, are charm-
ingly curtained.

“And now, as we re-enter the recep-
tion room, we find ourselves again at our
starting point but as the sun has now set
and it is growing dark outside, I will ask
our friend to show us his soft lighting
system, or ‘twilight’ as he calls it.”

The host smiled and stepped toward
the wall switches. With a click the large
center chandelier was extinguished;
another click and the room was alight
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with a soft, dim glow proceeding from
stained glass lanterns 12 x 6 inches with
a three inch “V” drop, set into the beams
of the ceiling at each corner of the room
and also in the two pillars at the entrance
to the fireplace alcove.

As they stepped out on the front porch
into the red and yellow sunset glow of a
calm summer evening, and passed around
the house to inspect the garage and also
the rose garden with its foundation and
cement walled pool, the bride slipped her

hand into that of the Old Builder and
whispered: “How perfectly ideal! Oh,
if I could only go this evening to a home
like this; without having to wait for it to
be built.”

The old gentleman glanced down at
her eager face with a nod of understand-
ing, for as she stood there with flushed
cheeks and sparkling eyes, she bore a
striking resemblance to one departed who
long years ago had stood beside him and
planned with enthusiasm for their home.

Community Building of Homes

Anthony

= HE spirit of co-operation seems
to be the clue, whether or not it
may be the solution of some of
our most pressing problems. It
is perhaps with some surprise that we
find how long and with what success this
spirit has already been at work and what
has been done to blazon the trail for work
which must be done in the immediate
future. For a considerable number of
years the idea of community building has
been working, and organizations have
been planning for better sub- 7’
urban lay out and building
of individual homes,. with
relation to each other and
the environment. In its
early stages, the difficulties
which are to be met in such
endeavor are sometimes so
discouraging as to baftle
even the most enthusiastic,
but nevertheless projects
have been worked out with
marked success.

One progressive city of
the middle west has carried
out such a project on an ex-
tensive scale with such suc-
cess that the results are be-

Woodruft

ing studied by others and followed in
many of its details.

The development of this project has
been extremely interesting. In the be-
ginning the entire property lay beyond
the city limits, about five miles from the
heart of the city, and across a stream
regarding which the strongest feeling
existed that the city would be slow to
cross. The site selected comprised a
great many holdings difficult of purchase
and consolidation. Many other parts of

A home bullt on Sunset Hill
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Roof lines economical as well as quaint

the growing city offered, of course, the
keenest competition in the development
of new districts.

About fifteen years ago, the idea of
providing a residence sec-
tion large enough for the
location of the better homes
of this city for a great many
years and sufficiently re-
moved from encroaching
conditions as to permanent-
ly remain a high class dis-
trict, was conceived. It was
guided by a certain idealism
in city planning, as well as
a belief that ultimately
larger profits could be de-
rived from comprehensive,
scientific development of a residence dis-
trict, rather than the haphazard and dis-
connected residence development of this
and most cities in the past.

While this undertaking,
which has grown into a vast
project, comprises thou-
sands of acres, and today
represents an investment, in
homes and grounds, of many
millions of dollars, yet
ample space has been pro-
vided for the $5,000 home as
well as for the $250,000
home. Space is set apart in
the plats for the homes of
moderate cost, which are set
in districts so the interest
of each group is enhanced by its rela-
tion to the others, rather than showing
a disparagement in relative values. In
other words, the relations of the different

A home one would wish to own

groups have been studied in their juxta-
position one to the other.

The entire district is characterized by
a conspicuous balance and symmetry in
home grouping. The street
lay-out is according to the
contours of the ground, af-
fording most interesting de-
velopment for home sites.
Forest trees, stone ledges
and the picturesque slopes

15 .
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have been carefully pre-
served, and the streets de-
signed and homes placed
with a constant effort to re-
tain the interesting views
and create good vistas so de-

Windows, as well as the entrance, are hooded
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sirable in a residence sec-
tion. Interesting paths and
pedestrian ways, rustic
bridges and winding drives
have been provided. The
elongating of blocks made
possible by the advent of the
automobile, and also the
introduction of public pedes-
trian ways, has reduced the
amount of street construc-
tion. The group planning
of homes, and the locating
of houses so as to close
street views, as well as
to prevent unsightly views,
is an interesting feature of
the development.

The neighborly spirit of the small town
is being retained in this section of a large
city and the stabilizing of residence val-
ues as well as the creation of a perma-
nent good environment for the home,
along with the encouragement of the best
civic interest and opportunity for child
development are among the ideals of the
management.

Skating, courses in winter sports, and
a community swimming pool are under
consideration. Plans are also being stud-
ied for the establishment of a movable

A group of Datch Colonial houses

English half timber homes

community kitchen on wheels to supply
hot foods.

The plan is also under way for the
development of a club for domestic help
in the district, and of an employment
bureau to be operated in connection with
the offices of the company.

These developments will be watched
with the greatest interest, hoping that
they may help to bring relief to the
householder in many ways. Domestic
service for the community, organized in
the same way that it is for multiple-

family houses and apart-
ment hotels, will bring pop-
ular desire back to the indi-
; vidual home, and make

- &4 people anxious to again
build homes of their own.

The magnitude of this de-
velopment and the success
with which it has been car-
ried out, augurs well for fu-
ture community building
Comprising, as this does,
practically two thousand
acres, representing an in-
vestment today, in homes
and grounds, exceeding
$35,000,000, it has mnearly
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sixty miles of paved streets, three coun-
try clubs, ninety acres of public park-
ways, five miles of boulevard, three pub-
lic and three private schools, five
churches, and innumerable community
features. Ten thousand people are now
living in this subdivision, and the section
will provide ultimately homes for thirty
to forty thousand population. The best
landscape engineers and city
planners in the country have
been employed.

The whole subdivision
has been planned with a
broad vision to the future,
and every effort is being
made to perpetuate the char-
acter of the property for a
long term of years. The
residents of the entire dis-
trict have responded in a
remarkable way to the spirit
of co-operation in beautify-
ing their homes and grounds
and the development of what is one of
the beautiful residence sections of the
country. It is the belief of the founders
that there is no safer way of standardiz-
ing values than the feeling among the
residents of the district that they and
their children may continue to live for
many years in the same house and the
same location in this growing city.

Since the war, when individual build-
ers have hesitated to undertake the build-
ing of even a single house, when invest-
ors have put their money elsewhere,
when speculators have rushed into other
fields, realtors have stepped into the
breach, continuing old projects and initi-
ating new ones. It is to them that the
pressure has come in its most compelling
form. They have taken the risks of new
building, and in general have made good
on their investments. It is doubtful if
many people recognize how much they
' have been doing to solve the stringent

housing problems facing almost every -

industrial community in the country.
While conferences have been held, and
building experts have advised, the real-
tors in cities large and small have gone
quietly ahead building houses, not by the
hundreds, but literally by thousands.
When the house is built or even started,
some one comes along and buys it, often-
times largely on a cash basis, and the

]

The entire district is characterized by balance and symmetry

money thus released is turned back into
more houses.

Some of these developments are less
expensive houses, more or less standard-
ized, selling for a few thousand dollars
each, though there is perhaps a larger
class selling for from $15,000 to $50,000,
the more costly houses permitting great-
er latitude of design and material, giving
a wider range for individuality and merit,
as the best obtainable labor can thus be
put on the building. It is again a case
of experts being pressed into service.
People who will not trust their own judg-
ment, and realize their lack of experience,
will not take the responsibility of the
initiative in new building, but will gladly
buy, paying a good commission, when
they can see the results of another’s
work. As a matter of fact, the material
cost over pre-war prices only amounts
to a few hundred dollars on a small house
bill. It is the labor cost which absorbs
the large part of the increase. Each new
home reduces the shortage by that much.
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The Colonial Stairway

Faith Burton

HALL we ever again

build as beautiful
stairways as some of
the fine old Colonial
types? Not that modern
builders can not duplicate
these fine old examples, but
that in 6ur multiplied neces-
sities we may not allow our-
selves to afford them. That
is part of the price we pay
for our modern efficiency.
At the same time we must
remember that while effi-
ciency is an excellent ser-
vant it may become an inex-
orable master, and as the
economic pressure is gra-
dually raised, as it will be in
the progress of reconstruc-
tion, people must conscious-
ly choose what they will
sacrifice; though probably
we will never go back to the
leisurely living of our fore-
fathers.

In the house of the older
time, the hall and stairway
was the symbol of the hos-
pitality of the house. Guests
came—not for a few min-
utes’ conversation or for a
game of bridge; not even for the week-
end—but for a visit of days or weeks.
The stairway was near the entrance, so
that guests could be taken right to the
rooms. Under present-day conditions
the stairway is being made a more or less
secluded part of the house in which
guésts'have no interest.” It is-built with-
out ornament or any unnecessary ex-
pense, and placed in the most convenient

&,
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A hali charming in detail and furnishing

location for the intimate use of the family.

In many of the fine old Colonial houses
the hall and stairway was easily the most
beautiful part of the house. It was the
part first entered and so gave the impres-
sion and character of the house, which
the other rooms carried out, as the guest
penetrated- further and further into the
house.

The stairway of the Colonial period
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was not the product of the turning lathe.
There was no advantage in duplication,
as each spindle was carved by hand.
Often four spindles were set to the step,
and each of the four, being different in
length, were carved in a different pattern.
But often the chief work of art and crafts-
manship was to be found in the intricate
carving of the newel, formed of two or
more spirals carved as interweaving. The
simplest form of the newel was the cen-
tral core with spindles set in a circle
around them. Whenever one sees this
varied design in the spindles one may be
fairly satisfied that it is original Colonial
work—not modern copies; for most mod-
ern work adheres to one type of design
for the spindles, and rightly so for the
effect is quite as satisfactory.

The most simply turned spindles often
give an extremely satisfactory staircase
as may be noted in the halls shown by
photograph. The mahogany rail and ma-
hogany tread of the step was used almost

A stairway true to Colonial type

KEITH'S MAGAZINE

universally, and the reason is plain to see.
A white painted rail under the childish
fingers, or even a man’s hand, would not
be less practical than white painted steps
under the feet.” On the other hand, con-
stant rubbing with the hand, such as the
rail receives, gives the finest finish any
woodwork can have.

The first photograph gives an unusually
interesting modern stairway, following
colonial traditions, and the furnishings
and settings are particularly well chosen
and placed.- The design of the spindles
and of the newel is not typical of the
usual work of the olden time.

The hall shown in the second photo-
graph is, however, quite true to type.
The walls are paneled in wood in the
usual way, with the delicate colonial
moldings. The line of the step is empha-
sized by being carried through two lines
of spindles, and the mahogany line of the
tread is carried back under a second step,
with a usual Colonial form of brackets
under them. A cir-
cle of spindles are
set on the first step
around the white
painted core to form
the newel, and the
mahogany rail is
rolled on itself to
form the cap, all in
the way typical of
the fine old Colonial
building. On the
landing the rail is
drawn up sharply to
form the cap of the
smaller newel at the
turn in a character-
istic way.

The other hall
shows a wainscot-
ing chair high, such
as was often carried
throughout the main
rooms of the Colon-

"X}
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Mahogany rail and treads used in the Colonial way

ial house, and a Colonial mirror and clock
may be seen on the wall, with the Grand-
father clock on the stair landing.

The balusters are plain round spindles,
but set in the Colonial way. Another

feature typical of Colonial building which
has been carried out here is the paneling
under each step, as may be seen between
the landing and the second floor, mark-
ing the soffit of each step.

Light Color for the Home Exterior

SA/l HITE and light colors reflect
gs;'g;s light and heat, dark colors tend
&L to absorb heat as well as light.
You will notice how difficult it is
to get enough artificial light in a dark
walled room. Three globes will scarcely
give the light in the room that one will
give if the walls are light. Dark walls
absorb the light, while a light-toned wall
will reflect, and re-reflect it,—often, in-
deed, giving an intense glare.
The present tendency is to make the
outside walls of the house light in color.

The vogue of the Colonial has brought
the white painted house into favor again,
and emphasized the clean brightness of
the white house, adding green, or possi-
bly blue-green blinds as points of accent.

Buff-brown and cream with white trim-
mings is the color scheme of the first of
these bungalows.

It has porch walls of buff-brown brick,
light buff plaster walls, pure white trim-
mings, and crushed light granite, screen-
ings for the roof surfacing.

The inviting comfort of the spacious
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Buff-brown brick and plaster with white trimmings

porches makes the Bungalow exception-
ally attractive. These porches are all
floored with concrete. The purpose of
the side terrace is to let light into the
dining room, but a flat roof could be laid
on top of the beams without altering the
pergola effect.

The porch gives entrance to the living
room, to the dining room, and to the
breakfast room beyond the dining room.
The wall of the dining room facing on
the terrace is practically all glass, with
glass doors. Glass doors divide the din-
ing room and living room. A buffet is
recessed in the wall between the dining
room and kitchen, and the breakfast room
connects both with the dining room and
kitchen. The kitchen is small enough for
step-saving, and is compactly and con-
veniently arranged.

On one side of the house are the bed
rooms, two in number, connected by a
hallway. Closets and a bath room are
placed between the bed rooms, with an
extra closet and a linen cupboard opening
to the hall, in addition to large closets
from each room.

E. W. Stillwell, Ard'u'tect

Very different in design is the second
home shown here; neither has it been
built long enough for the luxuriant
growth of vines. Designed in the great-
est simplicity this bungalow is an excel-
lent example of inexpensive design ap-
plied to rather a large plan, with walls
of hollow tile. The simple, attractive
form of the exterior permits the use of

Midpwas — 32— 56—
TF .

| Fees | ENTRY e D ‘
3 7o q |
; A TICHE N A |
A i, 101007 Ak |

N = Silh i 7010

L RANGA

e ]

12x12 =

DINING ROOM / [ s 11
139wz N [TERRACE]
-_lj ’jx

s g Sl S

- 4]

—u/h'mok. %
J-ﬁ L]
: LIVING ROOM FarenL ]
16 3314 lT

! PORCH

: 8x86"

' | BED ROOM -8

1012 3 3 |

[ -
-
]

[m}




KEITH'S MAGAZINE 17

- CAUR 1AW

G W T e gt
7t a2
o/ 4 xy ) ¢+ [6eaoe
K 5, Lugo !
LNIRY

61 §“ H :‘ ' |
P l/\u'l\n\vu l |
. 2‘"} |
) Eg—6—
BLD ROOM 2 NITCHEN {2 ‘
: 2,12 = 11,10% -‘
< (25 = - 1
= ‘Lu Wi ERRACL !
H 4
i
BLD ROOMt fZJ2
12.12 —
(LOS.
i sl
= GLASS [OORS
: A IVING ROOM
DEN2BED ROOM 17,14
I 15€, 11
c— [ SRS J
I PORCH
1 ] 35% 90
B - ¢ =

tile (or brick) at a cost of about 5 per
cent over that of all wood construction.
There is a delightfully cool front porch.

|
;

A small side entrance with beautiful
glass doors adds to the cheerfuluess of
the dining room and saves frequent travel
through the front entrance.

The dining room is almost as large as
the living room, as it needs to be if, on
occasion, a long table is to be set for a
company of guests or for a family party.

The accommodations of the house are
rather larger than the usual, as while
there are only two bed rooms opening to
the hallway, the den may also be used as
a bed room if there is need. There is a
fair sized attic which is 8 feet 6 inches
in the center, and at a width of ten feet
has side walls 6 feet high. Two low-
ceiled rooms might be finished in the at-
tic, either for sewing room and play room
for the children, or for additional bed
rooms. The ceilings for the first story
rooms are 8 feet 4 inches in height.

One reaches the cellar (or basement)
by way of a weatherproof grade landing
and this cellar is made the full area of
the house back of the living room.
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A Design 1n Stucco and
Half Timber

Cream colored stucco with brown stained woodwork

F' HERE is no more economical
;"\ \ house to build, as far as the shape
cost, than the
The design here

4{1" .
& | influences the

square house.
shown is 26 by 28 feet,

exclusive of
porches. The construction is frame, built
in a good and substantial manner, with
the outside finished in cement stucco.
There is a header course of brick at the
grade line. Wood trimmings above the
sills of the second story windows give
the effect of half timber work as a set-
ting for the windows in a frieze under
the eaves.

The cornice has a wide overhang and
is cemented up on the under side of the
rafters. The finish of the cement has a
“pebble dash” surface and is of a natural
cream color made by using white cement
and cream colored sand. The wood work
is stained brown with creosote stain. The

Chas. S. Sedgwick, Architect

sash are all painted white. The roof is
covered with green slate.

The living room fills half of the plan
at the front, with a vestibule and coat
closet beside the entrance. The main
stairs lead from the same end of the liv-
ing room to a landing where steps from
the kitchen meet them, on the way to the
second floor. The basement stairs are
under the main stairs and lead from the
kitchen.

Bookcases are built in beside the fire-
place on either side the opening to the
dining room. The projecting bay of win-
dows in the living room is filled with a
window seat.

The cupboards in the kltchen have been
carefully planned to be near the dining
room and convenient to the sink. The
refrigerator is placed on the rear porch.
The kitchen is finished in pine.

Oak is the finish throughout the main
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to the porch on one side and a group of
windows on the other side.

Wide openings allow the hall, dining
room, and living room to be thrown
together. Directly back of the dining
room is the kitchen. Basement stairs
lead from the rear hall by the kitchen
door.

On the second floor are four good
chambers and a bath room. From the

It attracts attention and creates favor-
able comment. Often the passer-by stops
to make inquiries about it and the owners
have had unlimited opportunities to sell
it. :

The house itself is small, yet the
arrangement is so complete that it will
give accommodation for a good sized
family.

The exterior is of stucco on frame con-

Exterior siding is mitred at the corners

smaller front chamber opens a small bal-
cony so convenient in many ways.

There is a full basement under the
house equipped in the usual way.

The house is of frame construction,
sided outside but without corner boards.
The siding is mitred at all corners, even
the projecting bay. A shingled hood pro-
tects over the main entrance.

The second design of the group is
shown in a particularly attractive home:

This beautiful little cottage is built on
a northwest corner lot in a good residence
section of one of our progressive mid-
western cities.

struction with shingles in the gables,
dormers and roof.

The living room extends across the
front opening off a vestibule which con-
tains a coat closet. Directly behind and
to the left are the dining room and kit-
chen. On the right are a chamber, bath
and sewing room. As there are four win-
dows in the sewing room it could also be
used as a sleeping porch.

The stairs to the second floor start from
the small central hall through which the
bed rooms and bath connect with the
rest of the house. Three good chambers
all with good closets have been secured
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A home which always attracts favorable comment

on the second floor besides some space
for storage.

A combination grade entrance and
basement stairs are a convenience of the
service part of the house.

There is a full basement under the
entire house with boiler and fuel rooms.

The exterior is a good example of what,
even in the mid-west, where the outdoor
growing season is comparatively short, a
thoughtful selection of vines and growing
things, and care given to them dur-
ing the growing season, can do in adding

charm to the small home.
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Decoration and Furnishing

VIRGINIA ROBIE, Eprror

Simplicity in Bed Rooms

OMETIMES a very simple change
| will transform a room, and it is
frequently a question of taste
rather than money.

Many people live with uncongenial sur-
roundings year after year, looking for-
ward to a time when wonderful improve-
ments are to be made. Begin today.
Don’t wait for that happy but vague fu-
ture when you expect to do great things.

If one is fortunate enough to have an old bureau it will -

give great distinction to the bedroom

Possibly what your room needs is elimi-
nation.

If the success of a story, as someone
has said, lies in what is left out, the suc-
cess of a room, no less, consists in what
it does not contain.

Put in one pile the things you cannot
live without. Place in a second heap
what remains. Note the difference. The
ratio may be as the mole hill to the moun-
tain.

Have you ever noticed how refreshing
and attractive a room seems after it has
been carefully cleaned and before the pic-
tures and so-called “ornaments” have been
replaced? Possibly you stop to rest, sur-
veying the scene with satisfaction. The
walls are unadorned, the tops of the tables
as bare as a certain historic cupboard.
Perhaps you do not analyze your plea-
sure; you attribute it to that shining
quality ranked next to godliness rather
than to the invisible bric-a-brac awaiting
a second dusting.

You may not realize it, but this moment
is a critical one. It is what our dear old
time clergyman would call a turning
point. That they knew nothing of the
decorative problems that beset the soul
of modern woman makes no difference
with the comparison.

There are two ways of meeting the
decorative turning point. One is to go
on dusting and putting back the innum-
erable small things with the careless
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deliberation shown by Thackeray’s Char-
lotte in cutting bread and butter. This
is the popular way. The unpopular is to
determine once for all that the old order
passeth.

In no part of the house is clutter more
out of place than in a sleeping room, yet
here oftentimes does the “tyranny of
things” reign supreme. If the room in
question happens to be both small and
dark, elimination is very important.

The small, dark bedroom is truly a
test of the home decorator’s skill. Ii she
is successful the triumph is gratifying.
First, light must be suggested by the

TOUSE]
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wall treatment, also texture. Study the
latter in objects about you—the book
covers on your shelves, the wall papers
in your neighbor’s house, the decorative
fabrics in the shops. Think of texture as
doubly important in a small, dark room.
Then decide on the medium which gives
you the effect you wish to secure whether
wall paper, paint, calcimine, or other wall
preparations. There are so many fine

wall mediums now, interesting in tone
and texture, and both sanitary and dura-
ble. There are wall papers in every possi-
ble pattern suitable for a small room and
in every possible color scheme.

NG TR

Interesting example of painted bedstead from Danersk Studios
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Having settled the question of the
medium the required color note must be

considered. Avoid dull tones. Make the
room too light rather than too dark. Once
the walls are finished it is difficult to
change them.

If living in a community free from soot
white is not a bad choice—although the
white must not be cold. Cream white
for the walls and deeper cream for the
woodwork with bright colors introduced
in the accessories will make an agree-
able background.

Suppose that you choose light gray for
your walls, not chilly blue gray, but a
warm livable gray with real atmosphere
about it. Della Robbia blue is attractive
with this tone and not a hackneyed com-
bination. Blue is a space suggesting
color. It also suggests cleanliness.

Here are two suggestions for a blue,
gray and ivory room. The first calls for
luminous gray walls just mentioned,
woodwork painted ivory, a floor covered
with Della Robbia filling and curtains in
a boldly figured fabric of this beautiful
blue and creamy white. Some of these
blue and white chintzes and cretonnes re-
produce colonial patterns and are quaint-
in the extreme.

The second scheme gives to the walls
an ivory tone, to the woodwork the gray,
to the floor the blue filling and curtains
of a small figured material in which the
brightest colors are blended with this
blue. Either of these scehmes will be in-
teresting and livable if the little room is
kept very simple. A plain iron bedstead
enameled gray or ivory, a coverlet like
the curtains, pillows rather square, and
covered with day over-slips of the same
material, a blue and gray or blue and
ivory rug laid on the filling and the few-

HOUSEI]
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est possible pieces of furniture. If the
room is to serve merely as a sleeping
room without any dressing-room fea-
tures, very little is needed. A chest of
drawers, one chair and a small table
ought to be sufficient. These pieces may
be made very interesting. The plainer
the shapes, the better, and inasmuch as
they are to receive a body coat of paint,
gray or ivory, an inexpensive wood may
be used. The possibilities of painted
furniture are tremendous and the varie-
ties are almost limitless.

Other attractive schemes which sug-
gest themselves for this same little room
are ivory paint, a light gray green wall,
a velvet rug of the same tone, and Chinese
flower chintz at the windows in which
there is a good deal of lavender. The
furniture in this case is to be painted
lavender and undecorated beyond the
smooth body coat.

Another effect, rung on this same color
harmony, gives a plain lavender velvet
rug to the floor and gray green paint to
the furniture. On the furniture, the
flower motif of the curtains is to be
painted—Ieaves a deeper green and Chi-
nese flowers in lavender, old blue and
deep rose.

Just a word in regard to pamted decor-
ations on furniture. They must be well
done of course, but not necessarily elab-
orately executed. Choose a design fol-
lowing, if you must be a copyist, a good
tracing. 'Wall papers offer a host of
interesting motifs, particularly those of
Chinese significance.

A stunning small bedroom furnished by
a bachelor was brought to my notice the
other day. On the wall hung what the
owner called his beefsteak paper. It
reminded him, he said, of the butcher’s
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paper which once wrapped the family
steak. It was rather gray for market
paper but similar in texture—rough and
without glazes. The woodwork and
floor were painted two shades darker,
while the furniture, including the bed-
stead, had been given several coats of
Mandarin red. The surface glowed like
red lacquer which it cleverly imitated.
Over the narrow mantel hung an old
Chinese painting on glass in a polished
black frame. There were no curtains at
the one small window—only a gray shade
the color of the paper. Gray Russian crash
covered the bed and a rough gray jute
rug with black border lines extended
well over the floors. The whole effect
was gray, and lacquer red, varied by the
gay Chinese painting in its black frame,

A charming guest roem

and by many brushes, etc.
backs.

LEvery room, no matter how small,
needs a culminating point of interest.
Sometimes a panel of very decorative
wall paper inserted in a plain wall will
give the needed touch. It is surprising
how admirably adapted for this purpose
are some of the Chinese, Jacobean, Wil-
liam and Mary, and Queen Anne designs.
Select a generous piece, large enough to
carry the motif, but not the “repeat,” and
frame in a flat band of wood painted
to match the trim or the furniture. You
can tell which plan is the better as you
work on the scheme.

Some of the papers with black back-
grounds and brilliant birds, flowers and
butterflies may be just the thing to give
the little room life and snap.

in ebony

Howard Major, Architect
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [\ N

ON INTERIOR DECORATION

Letters intended for answer through thesce columns or by mail should be addressed to “Keith’s Decorative Service’’ and
should give all information possible as to exposure of rooms, finish of woodwork, colors preferred, etc. Send diagram of floor

plan. Enclose return postage.

A Complete Decorative Scheme.

J. F. L. We are going to build a gray
brick house with center hall, a living
room, size 23 by 15 feet, with French
door into sun room, which is 17 by 10.
Across the hall the music room is 14 by
14 feet, with French door into the dining
room, size 14 by 19 feet, with pantry and
kitchen, side hall, back stairway and toi-
let. The front stairway leads up from
front hall with art glass window on land-
ing facing sun room. There is a front
and back porch. Upstairs are four bed-
rooms, sleeping porch, sewing room, two
baths, and on the third floor are the
maid’s room and bath.

Will you please advise me in regard to
woodwork and treatment for each room,
hall and stairway? Would you advise
paneling? I would like a good standard
woodwork and finish. Do you think the
old ivory and soft grays are good or are
they only a passing fad?

Would you use trellis treatment in the
sun room? You have two such attrac-
tive sun rooms in one of your magazines,
which I read and enjoy very much. I
also have three of your plan books and
your book of interior decoration and they
have all helped. What color of tinting
would you use for walls of rooms and
hall with your woodwork?

Ans.—We make the following sugges-
tions for wood finish, wall decorations,
and for color schemes for draperies for
. your new home:

Living Room: Woodwork, brown ma-

hogany finish. Would suggest using
paper instead of oil paint for walls, some-
thing similar to sample sent. Ceiling—
lighter shade of same color either plain
ingrain paper or fresco tint, preferably
the latter. Would use same color on all
rooms down stairs, except the kitchen.
Over-draperies and portieres, brown,
either velvet like sample or some other
material of about same shade. Would
keep the general tone of living room in
brown, introducing other colors in up-
holstering, lamp shades, pillows, etc., for
relief color.

Sun Parlor: Walls—Done in lead and
oil paint, stippled and glazed, color as
sample of paper sent. Woodwork—Soft
gray to harmonize with wall but darker
color for contrast. Drapery treatment—
Shades, mounted on rollers, of crinkled
casement, scalloped at bottoms, and
trimmed with fringe and cord and tassel
at each window. Over-draperies and
valances of warp print or cretonne, treat-
ing each group as one window. The same
cretonne could be used for upholstering
of furniture. Plain rug would be prefer-
able for floor in sun parlor.

Music Room: Woodwork—Ivory en-
amel, antiqued and glazed. Walls—
papered as sample sent. General color
scheme of room in old rose. Over-drap-
eries might be combination of damask
and velvet, using damask for side cur-
tains with flat shaped valance of plain
velvet. Portieres of plain velvet.

Dining Room: Woodwork—Ilower part
of wall paneled in wood and finished in
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old ivory same as music room. Walls—
above paneling papered and draperies
carried out in blue. Lower hall—lower
part of wall paneled if desired, and fin-
ished in old ivory. Stair treads, newel
post and baluster in brown mahogany.
Upper hall woodwork same as below
with brown mahogany doors. Walls—
scenery paper as sample suggested for
lower and upper halls. If openings be-
tween hall and living room, and hall and
music room are cased, would use por-
tieres of brown on hall side same as in
living room. On all French doors would
use simple nets shirred on rods top and
bottom. -

Kitchen: Woodwork—white enamel.
Walls and ceiling—flat paint, soft gray
or cream color.

Bed Rooms: Woodwork—cream en-
amel. Walls and ceilings can be either
tinted or papered. If tinted, would use
plain neutral color as soft light gray or
cream. Color schemes should be car-
ried out in draperies, etc.

Bath Room: Woodwork—white en-
amel. Walls and ceilings done in lead
and oil paint, stippled or glazed, light
cream or some other light color. We
would advise for the down stairs except-
ing the sun parlor, that you use papers
rather than paint, this from a decorative
standpoint. Also note that all samples
sent are of a neutral color. You will find
these a much better background than
more decided colors - for walls, which
gives you a harmony all through the
down stairs rooms, yet with some variety
of color.

High Ceilings.

G. R. H—My living room is 12'6"x24’
and the height of the ceiling is 11". There
is a white picture moulding around the
room three feet from the ceiling. The
trim is painted white. The room is in-
clined to be dark. I have the following
furniture for this room: mahogany gate
leg table, leather covered chair with
sheraton feet, wicker chair with arms and
rocker to match, stained brown and ver-
dure tapestry covered cushion, upright
piano, light walnut case, mdhogany
grandfather clock. A stack of bookcases
in golden oak finish.

[
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Paint goodness—
how to gel it

To prove to you that the best
way to prevent paint poorness is
to be sure of a paint’s goodness,
we want to send you a piece of ac-
tual paint film.

One made of two coats of our
paint, that is so flexible you can
hold it in your hand like a handker-
chief. A look at it will do more to
prove to you the goodness of Lowe
Brothers paint than anything else.
It is the plain old common sense
way of showing you. Along with the
film we will send you directions on
How to Figure your Paint Costs
with a Brush, Not a Pencil.

T [ owe Brothers ey

4653 East THIRD STREET, DAYTON, OHIO

New York Jersey City Chicago
Memphis Kansas City Minneapolis Toronto

Factories: Dayton Toronto

R T T AN

Atlanta
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Wndows
of Beauty

You can now have artistic casement
windows that add charm and distinc-
tion to your home—and yet have none
of the disadvantages or troublesome
features of other types.

And you can have them in every
room, upstairs and down—practical
casement windows that permit wide
unobstructed view, that afford perfect
ventilation and are storm proof and
draft-proof when closed.

WHITNEY
WINDOWS

do away entirely with rattling, sticking, leak-
ing and other troubles of ordinary hinged
casements.

They open outward out of the way—don’t
interfere with screens—are self-adjusting—
easily moved to any point in the opening—
stay rigidly where placed.

Furnished complete for any type of build-
ing, stock mill work, factory fitted, with
patented hardware, ready to set into the
openings.

Let us send you full information and inter-
esting pictures of artistic window effects.

Whitney Window Corporation
138 East Lake St.,
Minneapolis, : Minn.
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The dining room is the most hopeless
case because of the wretched daylight
condition. A balcony runs all along the
side of the house, which robs us of all
the good daylight. The room is 15" wide
by 12’ long, ceiling 8’6" high. The wood
trim is in white enamel. Our furniture is
colonial mahogany dining suite.

Ans.—In the living room change the
white woodwork and moulding to ivory
color, raise picture moulding one foot,
placing it down two feet from ceiling in-
stead of three. On account of height of
room would use figured paper for walls
instead of plain. Run side wall paper to
moulding and drop the ceiling. Would
use sheer net for curtains with over-
drapery of light weight mulberry color.

In the dining room carry out the over-
draperies in blue. The same net can be
used as for living room. We have kept
in mind the lack of light in these rooms,
and suggest the light color papers accord-
ingly.

Regarding your furniture, the mahog-
any gate-leg-table is all right, also the
wicker chair and rocker. The leather
chair should be recovered in some fabric
which would give some color tone to the
room. The leather is too cold and color-
less. Probably some plain or two-toned
fabric in mulberry would be best. The
style of the chair is all right to use, if re-
covered. The oak bookcases are the
worst feature of the furnishings. Could
not they be used in some other room?
Or they might be refinished in mahog-
any, which would help out the looks con-
siderably.

Advice by Mail

in all branches of interior deco-
ration and furnishing. Two
dollars per room. Samples and
complete color guide.

ANN WENTWORTH

former Decorative Editor of
“The House Beautiful”
461 Fourth Ave. New York City
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OAK. FLOORING ZEREALY,

FOR SALE—HOUSES

FOR SALE BY OWNERS—STRICTLY MODERN
9-Room Home, DBrick, slate roof, two bathrooms,
finish birch, white enamel, oak floors, hot water’
heat, heated brick garage for two cars, 117 Ked-
zie St.  Seen by appointment, Call Evanston
1701. 208-1tp

“And It Has Oak Floors”

Real estate men will tell you how Oak
Floors increase selling and renting values.

The most handsome, durable, sanitary
and easily cleaned floors, they are almost
demanded by modern ideals of the house
beautiful.

Either for the new home, or for laying
over old floors, for which a special grade
of light (3%4-inch) Oak Flooring is made.

And foot for foot, Oak Floors cost less
than good carpets.

Write today for our two free books,
“Modern Oak Floors” and “Oak Flooring
—How and Where To Use It.” Or ask a
dealer, giving room measurements.

The trade-mark below, stamped on every
stick, is always the sign of properly sea-
soned, kiln-dried Oak Flooring.

FOR SALE — LEAVING TOWN OCT. 1 AND
will sacrifice mod. 8-rm. N. Ev. res. in Lincoln-
wood School District, 50 ft. lot, oak floors and
trim, furn., near transportation. If sold this week,
$9,500. Phone Evanston 2612, 205-3tc

1042 Ashland Block, Chicago, Ill.
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TABLE AND FOOD
VALUE

Practicing Economy in the Kitchen
Elsie Fjelstad Radder

(@ '3‘

O be called frugal instills a cer-
tain feeling of pride and gratifi-
cation in the heart of every con-
scientious housewife because she
knows that nothing less than her honest
effort has been applied toward that object
of womanly attainment—thrift.

Every woman prides herself on a little
plate of butter left-overs which she will
use to grease her cake pans or a luscious
pudding which she has made of left-over
pancake batter, and yet, does she know
that a really economical housewife never
has dry bread, aside from crumbs, or sour
milk, unless she has purchased day-old
bread or sour or butter milk.

With the uncertainty of family eating
there must at times be left-overs, but that
is extravagance, for instance, which is
overgenerous in dishing butter because
the leftover can then be used to grease
the griddle irons, when otherwise a vege-
table oil would be used.

Brand Canned Goods.

Knowing the brand of canned goods
purchased is one of the qualities of the
successfully thrifty housewife. That cer-
tain brands of vegetables and fruits are
more desirable from point of flavor and
price is a fact generally known and yet
only the most thoughtful housewife tests
out the brand which best meets the need
of her family by buying a sample can.’

[
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-mum of starch or filler.

In buying salmon it is well to know
that it is marketed in two styles of cans.
The head and tail portion of the fish is
put up in tall cans and is paler, fainter
in flavor and cheaper than the center part
of the fish which is put up in the round
flat cans. The salmon in the tall can is
just as desirable for croquettes, salad or
creamed salmon while that in the flat can
is more desirable to serve alone.

The quality of canned asparagus should
always be found out. Energetic little
home keepers have sometimes bought a
large can of asparagus thinking they were
getting a good value because a can half
the size was more than half as much in
price. As a matter of fact the small can
was packed with asparagus tips, the ten-
derest and best part of the stalk, while
the biggest can may have contained some
of the end or tougher part of. the stalk.

Whether to buy shredded, broken or
sliced pineapple depends on the way it is
to be used. The shredded, broken pine-
apple is suited for use in puddings, sher-
bets and ices where it is wanted for its
flavor rather than shape, but only the
sliced brands would be desirable to use
for salad or sauce.

Some baking powders contain a maxi-
Directions as to
the amount of baking powder to use for
each cup of flour are usually given on the
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can. The kind of baking powder that
requires the less amount to leaven a cup
of flour probably has a smaller amount of
filler.

Varieties.

There are two varieties of prunes on
the market, the California and Oregon
prunes. They are the same price. Many
folks do not know that the California
prunes are sweeter from growing in the
southern sunshine.

Brands-of canned corn should always
be selected with reference to the amount
of silk, cob and water present. A solid
pack corn is cheaper in the end than an
apparently cheaper variety which may
be largely liquid.

Tomato pulp or puree is cheaper than
whole canned tomatoes and it is just
as desirable for soups and sauces. Of
course, it is not so satisfactory for stewed
tomatoes.

Peas vary in price according to size.
French peas are the small ones; Early
June peas the middle grade. Then there
are the sifted and extra sifted varieties.
In elite society the French peas are most
desirable, of course, but the Early Junes
may be quite as satisfactory for home
consumption by hungry children.

In planning meals, several day’s menus
looked after at once make possible better
purchasing. For instance, plan to have
a meat stew the day following soup, sher-
bet or fruit pudding after juice or fruit
has been left and a “one dish” meal from
a dinner preceding.

Family favorite foods may be cooked
in double quantity with good success if
saving in time and fuel has any weight.
Baked dinners save gas or fuel. The use
of a fireless cooker is always an easy way
to cut the fuel bill and have more time
for recreation and other interests.

Food Values.

Food values and nutritiously balanced
menus are, of course, an important part
of meal planning, for no housewife could
claim the honor of being practically eco-
nomical if her meals are improperly bal-
anced. Each meal should have as a part
of it: a starchy food as potatoes, rice,
carrots, onions, macaroni; a protein food
as meat, eggs, milk, peas or beans; min-
eral foods as spinach or lettuce; a fatty

Every home-builder should insist on plenty
of porch space—and plan to get the most
use from it. Equipped with Aerolux Ven-

tilating Porch Shadcs, you have a practi-
cal, livable, comfortable porch.

Aerolux Ventilating Porch €hades are as essential
as window shades—not a luxury, The entire surface
of the shade ventilatcs. Keeps out the glare and heat
of the sun, yet admits ample light and plenty of fresh
air. Harmoniously finished in pleasing colors. Dur-
able, weatherproof‘{; don’t warp. Before final plans
are made send for the ‘‘Aerolux’’ Book of sugges-
tions.

THE AEROSHADE COMPANY
2101 Oakland Ave. Waukesha, Wis,

Artistic Interiors

How to produce them is
explained in our illustrated

book for the home builder.

There is a free copy for you if you
will write for it.

RRY BROTHER!

Worlds Lergest Makare
z arnishes snd Paint Specialties’
ESTABLISHED 1858
Detroit, Mich. Walkerville, Ont.

(634) ~

HOUSE-PLANS

100 designs of two-story and cottages - - - $1.00
40 bungalow, $1.00 Both books for - - $1.50

J. W. LINDSTROM, ARCHITECT
627 Andrus Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn.
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food as butter, lard, nuts-peanuts; and
plenty of water.

Possibly the most important way to
practice economy in the kitchen is to
keep constant watch over all food prep-
aration. Know the number to be served,
estimate — from past experience — the
amount they will eat and do not cook
more than can be utilized on the table or
in left-overs. Plan quantities closely,
especially with bread. All bread crusts
and crumbs should be dried in the oven,
a pan constantly there for the purpose
has been proven satisfactory. The meal
should always be planned with a view
toward saving time; clean all your vege-
tables and do all your baking at the same
time. Much time may be saved if differ-
ent kinds of work that requires similar
procedure are done at the same time. Of
course, left-overs should always be util=
ized without extra expense. Xggs, fresh
ones especially, often stick to the shell
when broken. This may be saved if the
egg shell is cleaned out fully—or the film
lining the shell pulled out. In like man-
ner, the heavy part of the cream that
clings to the sides of the milk bottle
should never be wasted. Mixing crocks
should always be cleaned out carefully.

Coffee may always be warmed over if
it is poured off the grounds before stand-
ing and a little fresh coffee added in the
usual way. There is never any excuse
for waste of food through failure to regu-
late the oven. The use of common sense
in following the cook book is probably
the wisest secret of practicing economy
in the kitchen.

The distinction between extracts and
compounds is generally disregarded, if
known. Extracts are distilled 100 per
cent and although they are more expen-
sive than compounds, less of them is re-
quired to produce the desired flavor.

Bulk or Package.
As to buying in bulk or package house-
wives often disagree. It is generally
known that crackers, coffee and cereals
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are cheaper in bulk than in boxes and
yet—is your grocery store clean, and does
the product in bulk lose strength?

According to experiments made by
practical schools of cookery, good baker’s
bread is just as cheap as homemade bread
if time, effort and fuel are considered. On
the whole, though, prepared foods are
more expensive. This is especially true
of delicatessen products and often they
are not as desirable as homemade foods.

The amount of any food to buy de-
pends on the size of family and the fre-
quency of serving, keeping qualities,
storage space, amount of money to be
spent, and the season of the year. Large
quantity purchasing is universally recom-
mended. It is not always cheaper. Take
for instance, a box of apples. Every
housewife naturally presumes that the
food on hand is paid for and consequently
cheaper. The apples are eaten in larger
numbers than they would be if the box
was not there. Or, in other words, the
apples are eaten instead of other foods
which would be cheaper. Certain sizes
of cans of goods are better suited to needs
of certain families. One can may be just
enough while another can allows for a
little left over. That left-over might be
wasted. It may be generally accepted
that staple goods are cheaper if purchased
in large quantities.

Cooking-fat.

To economize in lard buy a quantity of
fresh leaf lard cones when they are the
cheapest, run through the meat-chopper
and fry out. Then every two or three
weeks, or as often as needed, buy about
three pounds of fresh suet, run this
through the meat-chopper, fry it out and
mix it with an equal quantity of the leaf
lard. The mixture can be used wherever
it is customary to use lard.

Save all meat drippings and the skim-
mings from boiled meat, and clarify it by
frying in it slices of raw potato. This
makes a very satisfactory cooking fat.
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BUILDING the
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A Handbook Every Home-Builder
Should Have
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SECTION THROUGH BASEMENT WALY

A great many homes are built without
an architect’'s supervision. When this
is the case, go out on the job with a
copy of this book in your pocket, and
you will not only be able to recognize
faulty work, but you can give intelligent
instructions to the workmen and show
them how to do it right.

See that your home is built right.
Look after the construction yourself, and
with this book to guide you, faulty work
will be detected and you can accomplish
more and better results.

Revised Edition
Price, $1.25; postage, 4c.

Published by

M. L. KEITH

204-5 Abbay Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn.
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‘““SIGNED LUMBE
ISSAFE LUMBER”’

INSIST ON TRADE-MARKED “TIDE-WATER™

CY

LUMBER—BECAUSE IT’S “THE
GENUINE WOOD ETERNAL.”

& LASTS & LASTS & LASTS & LASTS

5 C

Look for this on every board—

Accept no Cypress without this mark. &J A

Thase Masa Rec U, S, Pes.Ormecs

HORNET MANTELS

The attractiveness and comfort
of any house is enhanced two-
fold by

Hornet Mantels

They add 100% to any interior.
The model shown here gives an
idea of our line and prices, It is
offered in Birch, Mahogany finish,

. D
0 . 1 Piano Polish. Stands 7 feet high.
O Note beveled mirror, enameled tile
5 and grate.
0 B1¢ Priced at
D = 5 Only...... $4 5 . 00

i[> Study our full line of Gas Logs,
—— Firesets, and Screens in help-
ful catalog.
Givesdirections
for installing,
Get this book
for future
reference.

Hornet
Mantel
Co.

. 1127 Market
- Street,

ST. LOUIS, MO.

"GoodsMadeby 1@, areMadeioPlease_
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Save Fuel This Winter

Waste of fuel due to overheating can be prevented
by Kees Draft Controller. It reduces fuel bills. Keeps
the temperature even.

Kees Draft Controller

operates with unfailing precision. No springs or electricity.
Easily installed on warm sir furnaces. Write to Dept. 100.

F.D.Kees Mfg..Co.Beafrice.Nebn
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The Kitchen Sink

~NACH housekeeper should know
definitely the height at which she
wants her sink placed before the
plumbing is ordered. The spe-
cial danger is that it shall be set too low.
For most women 36 inches from the floor
is a good height for sink and work tables
of all kinds.

It is a surprising fact that the height
of the bended elbow from the floor is
much more nearly uniform than the
height of women. Four inches will
cover the variation of elbow height be-
tween the tall and the short woman; in
most cases the variation is less. For that
reason the sink set three feet from the
floor will be found none too high for most
small women, and yet is right for her
taller sister. At the same time it is well
to try out the matter before the height is
made permanent.

Plumbers have become quite amenable
to suggestion in this matter and getting.
the sink set at the proper height does
not mean such a fight as in older days, in
order to get it right, but it is necessary
to watch the matter and see that it is
done as the housewife wishes it.

Plumbing Stacks.

When all the plumbing in the house
can be arranged around one spot in the
wall so that the plumbing stacks can
be as direct as possible to all fixtures,
the greatest possible economy in plan-
ning is accomplished. Often this can be

done satisfactorily, with the laundry
under the kitchen, or else on a porch on
the opposite side of the wall from the
kitchen sink, and the bath room over the
kitchen. There are other times when
with the best of planning other conditions
are more important than the matter of
economical plumbing, when it seems bet-
ter to scatter the fixtures. But one should
realize the conditions. If it is a matter
of running a plumbing pipe across the
room in the installation, or the housewife
walking across every time she performs
certain operations, it is much better, and
cheaper, to let the plumbing do the
running.

Standardized Fittings and Home Repairs.

Calling in the plumber is such expen-
sive business that the “handy man” about
the house likes to be able to make small
repairs himself. With the usual installa-
tion the slightest repairs on the water
system anywhere in the house requires
the inconvenience of shutting off all the
water in the house unless a shutoff valve
is placed somewhere on the incoming wa-
ter pipes. Such a valve is often placed
in the pipes which bring the water to
the sink or basin, allowing the water to
that faucet to be shut off at any time by
the turning of the valve wheel, without
interfering with the water elsewhere in
the house. Faucets are being standard-
ized more or less so that it is possible to
get, or possibly to keep in the house, the

A NEW Book of NEW Designs
“SEDGWICK’S BEST HOUSE PLANS”

This book contains approximately 200 designs of new and modern one-story bungalows,
cottages, frame two-story honses, frame cement houses and brick honses.
Price $1.00 Postpaid.

CHAS. S. SEDGWICK

Eleventh Edition of

Send all orders and remitrances to
3 1135K Lumber Exchange : Minneapolis, Minn.
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s~ 3 A Heart of Steel For Your Home [
Wl UT a Heart of Steel into the walls and ceiling of your home _—
P by using Kno-Burn Metal Lath as a base for the exterior
stucco and interior plaster. >
Stucco applied over ~

Jino-Burn -

METAL LATH

is fire-resisting and permanent. KNO-.-BURN as a base for interior plaster pre- N
vents cracks and makes your walls and ceilings fire-safe and attractive.

lsaﬂ"lg‘for copy of “Fireproof Construction” describing this economical form of
uilding. . o

NORTHWESTERN EXPANDED
METAL COMPANY

965 0ld Colony Bldg. CHICAGO

Warm and
Ventilate

your house at minimum ex-
pense and with maximum
satisfaction, with the

FRONT RANK

Steel Furnace

Before You Install Light and Water

Simply built, stays in order, is easily cleaned, Know This One Plant
burns any fuel with best results because of its . e
1 & 1 S d lans No It brmgs all modern comforts and conveniences to your
onger hre travel, end us your p . ;{ountry osmecefor g hfeg;me.‘thlt by pztéer%:x&mr:’ee{s.
t 1 ewanee stems e recognized atandard fo
Charge for laymg out a Heating SyStem‘ country hot?)es, eoun‘::; cf:l?a, tnst!i.mti%ns, ete., for neul;
HAYNES-LANGENBERG MFG. CO. a g{thr of a century.
& ewanee Plants,—water, light and sewage,—are REAL
4062 Forest Park Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. PRIVATE UTILITIES, I addition to varions aizes in Com-

bination Water and Light Plants, Kewanee makea more than
50 different sizee and models in separate systems, Kewanee
Engineers can FIT YOUR NEEDS. Before you instal] water

YOUR - pre
PLAN #%R: HOME NOW || st o i ird S, fe e
e e KEWANEE PRIVATE UTILITIES CO.
Send for STILLWELL 403 S. Franklin Street H Kewanee, Illinois

BUILDING BOOKS
with ECONOMY PLANS WAN
of new California Styles suitable for

any climate. Famous for comfort
and beauty.

“‘Representative Cal. Homes’
$1 Plans—6 to 10 Rooms—$1.00
““The New Colonials”

60 Plans—S5 to 12 Rooms—$1.00
“‘West Coast Bungalows’

60 one-story § to 7 Rooms— $1.00

PECIAL OFFER. Scnd $2.50 for all 3 above books
and get book of 80 Special Plans, also Garage Folder FREE
EXTRA—43 “Little Bungalows’’—3 to 6 Rooms—50c
Money back if not satisfied
E. W. STILLWELL & CO., Architects, 569 Cal. Bldg., Los Angeles

WATER SUPPLY ELECTRIC LIGHT SEWAGE DISPOSAL
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R . T . A
THERE is a world of comfort in getting up on cold
winter mornings in rooms pleasingly warm for cer-
tainly no one likes to break the best hour of morning
sleep, climbing out of a warm bed to open furnace drafts.

Warmth for everyone without the slightest thought
or attention is actually possible if you will make

92
/’{Mﬂvenpaus
HearRecutATOR
a part of your heating plant. It maintains an
even temperature during the day, automatically
shutting down the fire at night. 1n the morning
before the rising hour, it again opens the drafts.
Used with any heating plant burning coal,
gas or oil—easily installed—lasts a lifetime.

Write for booklet.

Minneapolis Heat Regulator Co.
2725 Fourth Ave. So., Minneapolis, Minn,

for the book
which tells all about
“Beautiful birch
for Beautiful
‘Woodwork”—your
woodwork. It’s free.

THE BIRCH MANUFACTURERS

203 F. R. A. Bldg., Oshkosh, Wis,
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parts ‘which are more likely to be re-
quired. When, the water can be turned
off at the sink without a trip to the base-
ment and locating the cut-off from the
city water main, the repair seems to be
quite a simple thing. A faucet is being
placed on the market, it seems, with a
check-water valve, which shuts off the
water automatically as the faucet is being
removed. In selecting plumbing fittings
do not fail to examine the faucets which
are to be installed.

Separate Toilets.

While there is some economy, both of
space and of expense, in having all the
toilet fixtures in one bath room, yet there
are many reasons for placing the water
closet fixture in a separate room, con-
necting as directly as possible, if desired,
with the bath room. Some people prefer
to have this toilet room located in a dif-
ferent part of the house. The need for
more than one toilet fixture in homes that
are on more than one floor is coming to
be recognized. Even the larger bunga-
lows will have one or more private bath
rooms. DBut the cottage or small home
with bedrooms and bath room on the
second floor or with a laundry in the
basement has need for a toilet on the
first floor or in the basement, and this
should be so located that it is beside the
soil pipe of the main bath room. Skillful
planning is required to bring all these
things together properly and at the same

time keep them subordinated to the re-

quirements of the main rooms, but it can
be done successfully, and one should not
allow any of these points to be neglected.
The convenience and comfort of living
for years to come depends on this plan-
ning of the house on paper, and no effort
should be spared, and even a considerable
expense can be incurred in order to have
it satisfactory. If additional expense is
not practicable at the present time, then
provision may be made for alterations at
a more convenient time. Plumbing may
be “roughed in” so that floors and walls
need not be torn out to place pipes, at a
much greater expense than when it is
done in the original work, and the work
completed at a future date.
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FIREPLACE

andits EQUIPMENT
should be carefully
PLANNED.

“COLONIAL WAY
FIREPLACES”

are carefully planned.
Getour little book ‘‘Home
and the Fireplace’’ FREE
on request. Our sugges-
tions will not obligate
you.

COLONIAL FIREPLACE COMPANY
*‘Everything for the Fireplace’®
4612 W. 12th Street Chicago
*Your architect should plan your building NOW”

YOUR

IXL ROCK
MAPLE, BIRCH
AND BEECH
FLOORING

One important feature
isthe wedge shaped
tongue and groove
which enters easily, drives
up snug and insures a

perfect face at all times

without after smoothing, an

advantage that is not obtained

by any other manufacture.
Our method of air-seasoning
and kiln drying has stood
the test for thirty years.

Address
Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co.

Hermanasville, Mich.

““The Finest Milled
Flooring in the World”’

Charm to Baffle Time

Whoso secks root and side wall beauty with colors and
wear that baffle the ravages of time and weather, specifies
CREO-DIPT ** Stained Shingles,

On this home Architects Chatten & Hammond have
created a char.ming and delightful effect by using the
large 24-inch * CREO-DIPT "’ Stained Shingles for the
wide shingle exposure on side walls, in a soft shade of
silver gray. The silver gray stain js beautiful in color
effect with the variegated green ' CREO-DIPT ** Stained
Shingle roof.

Send today for portfolio of fifty homes by promi-
nent architects,as well as color samples, Ask about
**CREQ-DIPT'’ Thatched Roofs,and 24-Inch Dixie
‘White Side Walls for the true Colonial White effect.

CREODIPT COMPANY. Inc,

1022 Oliver Street
N. Tonawanda, N. Y.

Statned  Suiugle
roof and side walls. Iome ot
| M. R. Shumway, Rocklord 111 ¢
Chatten & Hammond, Chicago.

Portfolio
of Homes

\

\
\

A New Series
10 Plan Books

FOR THE

Home-Builder

Illustrating latest designs
of

Bungalows
Cottages
Houses

Plans you will want

You can buy one or all ten of these books
from your local newsdealer

Published by
Home Plan Service of the

Keith Corporation

= (Largest Plan Book publishers in the U. S.)

M. L. KEITH

EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR OF KEITH'S MAGAZINE

PRESIDENT AND TREASURER OF KEITH CORPORATION
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Building Material

Construction Methods

e VJONSERVATION of materials has
[ROJ| attained a new significance in the
"yh‘\!"“ present necessity for reduction of
costs. Methods are being sought
which will eliminate all unnecessary
labor and materials. Processes are tak-
ing the place of additional “hands” where-
ever possible. OIld building traditions
have been broken up by the more or less
temporary lapses of building since pre-
war days, and organizations have lost
their team work. In fact one wonders if
the old building era is not dead; the
building which worked on “rule of
thumb” methods, and traditional ways of
doing things which have lingered from
earlier periods of fine building, but for
which no present reason exists.
In our coming period of building
greater efficiency both in the use of ma-
terials and of labor must be developed.

New methods of construction, new build-

ing materials, and perhaps to an even
greater extent, new uses of old materials,
and new materials used in old forms of
construction are developing.

Two Lines of Development.

Two lines of development may be espe-
cially noted in the newer types of con-
struction. The first of these follows the
timber forms of construction, but supple-
mented by members either of metal, ot
of concrete, or by some of the various
combinations of these giving a reinforced
concrete framework, spaced in certain
units. Only this class of construction
has been considered at this time, and only

mention is made of the various types.

The second line of development, which
follows along the lighter forms of con-
crete construction, with special or mov-
able forms, will be taken up in the next
paper.

In the first line of development may be
noted several types. In one form of con-
struction every fourth stud is doubled,
leaving three inches between the studs, in
which reinforcement has been placed and
the intervening space filled with concrete,
forming a reinforced concrete support
every four feet. At the floor line a beam is
formed for the purpose of bracing and
stiffening the frame, which thus becomes
a concrete skeleton. Anchors are placed
in the concrete studs as they are poured,
by means of which metal lath is attached
to them as well as to the wood studding
between. The exterior walls are then
stuccoed on this metal lath, giving a rein-
forced shell and framework. The inter-
ior plastering is also on metal lath.

Timber Forms of Construction.

In another form of construction the
corner posts are formed by three 2x4-inch
studs, with intermediate 1x4-inch studs,
spaced 16 inches apart. Window and
door frames are placed in the usual man-
ner. Metal lath is then stretched around
the outside of the frame and nailed to the
studs. Wooden panels two feet high and
wide enough to fit between the studs,
made of inch boards, are then placed
flush with the inside face of the studs.
This leaves a 3-inch space which is filled
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Heat Your House
the Hess Way

With Hess PIPE or PIPELESS FUR-
NACE use any fuel. No smoke, gas nor
dust from defective joints. The Welded
Seams prevent leakage, forever and always.

Perfect circulation, ample humidity, solid
comfort.

We tell you how to arrange every detail,
and we guarantee success.

Send your plans or sketches and get our
free service in expert advice and estimates.

Our booklet on furnace heating is a rec-
ognized authority on the subject, used in
numerous educational and technical insti-
tutions. Send for free copy.

Hess Warming & Ventilating
Company
1217K Tacoma Bldg. Chicago
SPECIAL RATES TO CONTRACTORS

Edwards se 58 e Rooﬁng

Its scores of vital, practical advantages cost
no more than common roofing, yet mean tre-
mendous economy—it needs no repairs and out-
lasts several ordinary roofs because of its prac-
tically indestructible metal construction.

It 1s absolutely wind, weather, storm, fire and
lightning proof.

HOME-BUILDERS — Simply send us today the
dimensions of your building and we will tell you by
return mail exact cost of all material. Our new book
on beautifying the modern American home by use of

Metal Spanlsh Tile is yours for the asking. A postal
will bring it.

THE EDWARDS MANUFACTURING CO.
The World's Largest Makers of Metal Ceilings,
Metal Shingles, Metal Roofing, Siding, Rolling

rs, Metal Lockers, etc.

521-541 Culvert Street, CINCINNATI, OHIO

J. 8. Cote, Architeat, Seattle, Wash. Walls finished with Cabot’s
Old Virginia White. Roof stained with Cabot’s Red Creosote Stain,

. .
Re-Stain Your Shingles
When your old shingles need freshening up, re-stainthem. Don't
paint them. Paint is for smooth wood and when used on shingles
or other rough wood it is so thick and opaque that the colors arc
heavy and lifeless,

Cabot’s Creosote Stains

are thin and transparent. They penetrate the wood and stain all the
surface fibres in deep, rich tones which restore the original softness
and heauty of the stain effect. They are much cheaper than paint,
they can be put on at much lower cost, the Creosote preserves the
wood, and they are far handsomer and more suitable than paint,
For those who prefer white houses, the soft but brilliant “‘white-
wash white' effect of
Cabot’s Old Virginia White

is a joy. Itis as bright and clean and cool as new whitewash,
and as Jasting as paint.

You can get Cabot’s Stains all over the country. Send

for stained wood samples and name of nearest agent.

SAMUEL CABOT, Inc., Mfg. Chemists, Boston, Mass.

24 W. Kinzie St., Chicago 525 Market St., San Francisco
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in with concrete, the wood panel making
the form on one side and the metal lath
the other. The concrete is deposited by
hand and worked carefully to prevent
bulging of the metal lath. The consist-
ency is such that the concrete works

through the metal lath and forms button-

like projections which gives an excellent
surface for the bonding of the exterior
coat of stucco. As soon as the concrete
has hardened sufficiently, the wooden
panels are moved up and another piece of
wall is concreted. After the walls have
been completed the exterior stucco and
interior plaster are applied, the lath being
nailed directly to the 1x4-inch studs.
When the wood panel is removed, it
leaves a l-inch air space in the wall for
insulation against heat or cold.

Steel Lumber.

Still another form of construction uses
steel lumber in the same way as dimen-
sion timbers, but that smaller sizes will,
of course, carry leavier loading and
longer span. This may be used not only
for floor construction ; but there are forms
for all parts of the construction. Steel
rafters may be used and the ceiling sus-
pended and plastered on metal lath in the
usual way. These materials are formed
to fit into any part of the building with-
out requiring much revision from wood
construction. This construction may be
used to make the entire building fire-
resisting, as some of the best attempts at
fireproofing are now modestly called; or
the steel lumber may be used only for
floor construction where the additional
strength is required. In case only one
part of a building can be made fire-resist-
ing, floors that are not easily burned or
destroyed seem a wise selection. More
fires start in a basement and are carried
through the building than are communi-
cated even from the outside, except in
the case of conflagrations.

Hand of Doors

In ordering hardware for a door it is
necessary to state the hand of the door, or
which way it opens, as the rabbet of the
frame is on the inside of the door. The
hand of a door is always determined from
the outside, that is from the outside of the
room into which the door opens; but the
outside of a closet door is the room side,

KEITH'S MAGAZINE

and such doors are “reversed” in distinc-
tion from the “regular” right hand or left
hand door.

A right hand door is one which when
looking at it from the outside has the
butts on the right hand side. A left hand
door has the butts on the left hand side.
If the door opens toward you from the
outside it is “reversed,” right hand or left
hand, according to the side on which the
butts are to be placed.

To Fill Holes in Furniture.

A cement for stopping holes in mahog-
any and other furniture or woodwork may
be made by melting together five parts of
shellac with one of Indian red and enough
yellow ochre to give the correct color.
Or beeswax may be used, in the propor-
tion of one part of Indian red to four of
wax. When properly mixed and applied,
this filler after drying cannot be told from
the wood itseli.

Labor Incentives to Produce.

To increase the efficiency of labor is
mainly to create a new ideal in industry
—the ideal of increased production. But
such an ideal is of little value without an
incentive behind it. During the war
patriotism and spirit of teamwork for a
common aim supplied that incentive. If
workmen continue to demand increases
in- wages, shorter hours and decreased
production, they may automatically cre-
ate such an incentive in the competition
among themselves for jobs, because of a
slowing down in construction followed
by idle workmen. Better, if means could
be devised to increase the efficiency of
all construction labor at rates satisfactory
to all.

The elimination of restrictions on out-
put is fundamental. Moreover, if some
plan could be worked out by which there
would be restored the mutual confidence
between the contractor and the employee
and by means of which it would be im-
pressed on both that their interests were
identical, and that in the long run de-
creased production costs the workman as
much as it does the employer, then a
long step in the right direction will have
been taken.

—W. A. Rogers, President, Associa-
tion General Contractors of America.
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The Revival of the Adobe

HE modern-
ized adobe
is ~“Southern
California’s

recent contribution

to the world’s house-
building proposition.
In 1913 a Santa

Barbara man began
scientific testing of
this ancient building
material, and found
that it did not yield
under 200 to 300 pounds compression

per square inch; and that it kept its nor-

mal temperature in extreme heat and
extreme cold. Under temperatures that
varied eighty degrees, a thermometer
buried in a one-foot wall had registered
only a difference of six and a half degrees.

With these two points in its favor as a
home-building material, his next prob-
lems were those of making the walls
water-tight and of bonding the plaster
used within and without, necessary for

a smooth, sanitary and sightly finish.

After much labor and many experiments

he has perfected an artificial plaster bond

and a water-proof compound which ren-
ders these houses as sanitary and beauti-
ful as those of costly stone. Indeed it is
claimed that one will “last forever” with
less attention than is required for a frame
house to last ten years.

In the matter of economy and the con-
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Lee McCrae

The adobe brick in the wall may be seen where it has not yet been stuccoed

servation of native materials, the archi-
tects find nothing that surpasses it. The
soil upon the building site is used, and
the most primitive methods employed for
the manufacture, viz: mixing the mud,
plus a certain amount of straw, with a
hoe and stamping it with the bare feet.
This work is done by Mexican laborers
familiar with adobe-making. Sun-baked,
these big earthen bricks cost only the
labor, save for this handling; so a square
foot of surface wall may be made a foot
thick in the rough at a cost not greater
than a six-inch wall of hollow concrete
or of fired hollow clay tile.

The accompanying photograph shows
a large adobe house in Walnut Park, Los
Angeles, in process of construction. The
adobe brick, laid in the wall, may be seen
at one end of the building, where the wall
has not yet been stuccoed. The com-
pleted building, the garage and the court
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yard enclosure are shown in the next pho-
tographs, giving an exceedingly interest-
ing grouping. One story in height, the
walls are carried up as a parapet for the
flat roof without cornices or projection.
Wide projecting eaves are for climates
where it is desirable to keep the sunshine
out of the houses, for some part of the
year. The Californian wants the sun-
shine in his house for the greater part of
the year, so the wide projecting cornice,
while it is not in any sense a necessity,
is often to be particularly avoided. In
most climates one feels the need of a
strong line at the upper silhouette of the
building as a member in the design. With
the luxuriant growth of the Southwest,
vines trained over stucco will in a few
yearsgive a most decorative iringe over all
copings, and as much of the wall surface
as they are allowed to cover. This deli-
cate tracery and heavier massing of vines
are usually deliberately planned to make
the decorative feature of a building and,
although it is necessary to give a few
years for such a growth, oné¢ may count
on it without risk of failure,—with a care-
ful selection of the vine, and a little care
in training its growth.

Pt 2

This house is peculiarly artistic within
and without and may be taken as a model
not only for the adobe work but also for
the house as a whole. Low flat lines are
not essential, however, in this type of
construction, as two-story houses are
built, and the height does not seem to be
limited by the construction. Sun-baked,
these big earthen bricks cost only the
labor, which in the adobe regions is still
of a primitive sort.

These sun-dried adobe brick make a
very practical modern building material,
especially in the regions where the adobe
abounds. Omne would hardly expect to
ship them for use under more severe con-
ditions. Just imagine, if you can, making
big mud bricks, eight inches square by 2
thick, so that they are easily handled and
quickly laid; making such brick in the
front yard of the home-to-be ; laying them
out in the sunshine to dry, and being sure
that they will dry; and then some little
time later, when they are in condition,
building your house with them. No

transportation, no ordering ahead to get

your turn when the materials come in,

and the expense chiefly that of labor.
Modern interest in adobe brings to

The garage, the court enclosure with its picturesque gate and the house
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mind the part that it played in the build-
ing of the string of Missions which dot-
ted the “King’s Highway”—El Camino
Real—one in each day’s journey by foot,
from San Diego, on its wonderful bay
in the south all the long journey as it was
in the days of Fra Junipero Serra, to San
Francisco, on a bay even more marvelous,
toward the north of the Californias.

The Aztecs of the time of Cortez, and
the Indians of Mission days in Mexico,
built with adobe, the native building
material. Finding adobe soil in Califor-
nia, they brought the art and the artisans
with them. The Missions of the older
time which are still standing were built
of adobe and the construction and the
materials may be studied in the pictur-
esque ruins which are now being guarded
and treasured. It is not through deteri-
oration of the building materials, how-
ever, that these buildings have fallen.
They were the victims, as a general thing,
either of earthquake or of fire. The Mis-
sion of San Juan Capistrano, one of the
largest and most comprehensive of the
missions, set at the second stage of the
journey from San-Diego, was destroyed
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by an earthquake in the early decades of
the nineteenth century, but the ruined
arches are still standing, showing the
square adobe brick, some two inches in
thickness and eight inches square. They
are broken, but not crumbling even now,
through a hundred years and more of
exposure to the mild weather of that
climate. The Mission of San Gabrielle
near Los Angeles, and that of Santa Bar-
bara have kept in fairly good condition,
and in the latter, services have been held
continuously through all these years.

Adobe may be found in many parts of
Southern California, and wherever it is
to be found, the house can be built—
right out of the ground. Happening on a
group of Mexican workmen making adobe
brick, where an ancient building is under
repair, is a not unusual sight, as the adobe
brick are being made so that the new
work shall be in keeping with the old
building. The Indians work in the same
way that they or their forebears did in
the early days, getting much the same
results as far as appearances go; and
presumably these freshly made brick may
fast into the next century.

The adobe is coated with white stucco
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Some Charming and Practical

Built-in Features
Charles Alma Byers

HE impor-
tance of de-
signing the
interior of
the home so that it
shall afford the max-
imum of convenience
is becoming more
fully and generally
recognized eachyear.
In view of the stead-
ily increasing seri-
ousness of the serv-
ant problem, the
planning of the
house to be as labor-
saving in its appoint-
ments as possible has
become a matter
with which the
housewiie is particu-
larly concerned. Consequently we find
the architect and builder constantly de-
voting more and more of their attention
in that direction, and with quite com-
mendable results.

Built-in features are always especially
helpful toward lightening the work of
the housewife. To facilitate in maintain-
ing orderliness in the home constitutes, in
fact, the principal purpose of their use.
Indeed, as labor-saving conveniences,
they are delightfully practical; and, more
than this, if designed and finished as they
should be, they also help to improve the
appearance of the interior decoratively.
And gradually, both aesthetically and in
a utilitarian way, they have been brought
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to quite charming completeness. There-

fore, since they show a varied assortment
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The built-in refrigerator is the notable feature

of late representations of the built-in idea,
the accompanying illustrations will doubt-
less offer interesting study.

First is shown a neat and very practi-
cally planned kitchen. The sink and
drain-board combination, with its shelf
cabinets and drawers, is a prominent fea-
ture of the illustration. As will be
observed, it is placed beneath a broad
window, which gives it excellent light.
There are two drain-boards and the wall
space immediately above the entire com-
bination is finished with glazed tile,
while underneath at each end are two
small drawers and a double-door shelf
compartment. However, the feature of
the room to which attention is invited
especially is the built-in refrigerator, to
be observed near the farther corner. In
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respect to door arrangement, this refrig-
erator is particularly convenient as it is
planned, for either the top, the middle or
the bottom compartments may be opened
separately, or, since there are three small
doors set into a single large one, the vari-
ous divisions may be thrown open to-
gether. The feature is recessed through
the wall onto the rear entry porch, and
another small door enables the filling of
the ice cempartment from this porch.
The whole, including the doors, is double
walled, the space intervening between the
two being filled with sawdust, to help
keep the cold of the air from escaping.
The room further contains a draught
cooler closet and a large section of built-
in cupboards. Yet this kitchen is com-
paratively small—only ten by twelve feet
in floor dimensions.

A very usual built-in feature is the de-
lightful little Pullman breakfast corner,
recessed off the kitchen. Good dimen-

sions for such an alcove are four feet six
inches for the width, by five feet, maxi-
mum depth. Both the table and the seats
may be stationary, or built-in, or the
table may be movable. The table, in top
dimensions, should be not less than twen-
ty inches wide, by four feet six inches
long. The wall above each side may be
finished with a neat and convenient plate-
shelf, and the wall end of the nook pro-
vided with three narrow casement win-
dows. A feature of this kind, by helping
to take the place of the regular and more
exposed dining room, is especially helpful
toward lightening the housework.

Next is shown an exceedingly pretty
dining room, both as to finish and decor-
ative scheme and in respect to the style
in which it is furnished. It is, however.
its built-in feature to which attention is
especially invited. This consists of a
small china cupboard combination set in
one corner of the room, which, be it

A good dining room with a dainty correr cupboard for china
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observed, is comprised of a top china com-
partment, equipped with plate-glass
shelves and a pair of leaded glass doors,
and of a bottom shelf division, the in-
terior of which is concealed by a pair of
paneled wood doors, while between the
two sections is a single shallow drawer.
In neatness of design, appropriateness of
finish and general serviceability, the fea-
ture is, indeed, unusually worth serving
as a model.

In the third photograph reproduced
herewith is shown an excellent built-in
combination for the bath room. The com-
bination, in fact, comprises a very com-
plete and practical dresser. Extending
entirely across the outside end wall, it
includes, as shown, a compartment com-
posed of four various sized drawers, with
a convenient counter-shelf top, at each
end, and in the center a lower cabinet of
two shelves, equipped with a pair of
doors, the top of which division consti-
tutes a very serviceable dressing table.
Above this middle section is a shallow
wall medicine case, the door of which is
paneled with a conveniently placed plate
glass mirror, while above each drawer

A dressing table built across one end of the bath room

compartment is a half-length window, to
admit natural daylight. The entire group
of built-in features is neatly and attrac-
tively designed, and helps materially to-
ward making the bath room convenient
and easy to keep in order. The room, in-
cidentally, has both tile flooring and tile
wainscoting.

The fourth illustration, showing an at-
tractively decorated bed room, is included
to show especially a very delightful built-
in feature in the way of a drawer cabinet,
to be seen in the exposed side wall of the
window alcove. The house, architectur-
ally, is of the Dutch Colonial style, and
the small alcove is a result of extending
the window group, after the usual meth-
od, through the slope of the gambrel-
shaped roof. Consequently, at one side.
of the window projection, was left a space
beneath the roof that graduated down to
considerable less than ordinary ceiling
height, which has here been made use of
—as shown in the side of the alcove—for
a neatly designed cabinet of three draw-
ers, but which, on the other side of the
alcove, is utilized for a very roomy closet.
The drawer feature, because of its neat
appearance and be-
cause it converts
otherwise waste
space into a very
appreciable conveni-
ence, introduces a
particularly interest-
ing idea.

The built-in fea-
tures here illustrated
and briefly described
are taken from dif-
ferent homes, to pre-
sent suggestions for
so providing the sev-
eral different rooms
of a single home—if
there be a desire to
do so. So grouped,
one unquestionably
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Drawers are built in one side of the dormer under the gambrel roof

would possess a very delightfully and
conveniently planned house—unusually
easy to keep in order, improved in ap-
pearance and serviceability, and economi-
cal in furnishing.

Built-in bookcases are 