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Spanish tile instead of slate. Interior
layout and window placement were
also slightly different from the pub-
lished plans.

Amy Vaill is beginning to answer
many of the questions we still have.
And she’s full of interesting anecdotes
that give the house new life; for ex-
ample, about the furnishings the family
had — many of them Stickley!

She has also found three old photos
of the exterior of the house circa 1913,
confirming that what we have done is
faithful to the way it was then. She has
also confirmed our choice of wood
stain as very close to the original color
of the interior. The house is almost as
she remembers it 76 years ago.

She told us she hated leaving the
house — her favorite spot was the fire-
place inglenook — but the war came,
and her father enlisted in the army
around 1915. The family moved away,
never to return.

Amy Vaill on the rocker, right, c. 1913. Her brother and mother are on the
swinging settee, which hung from the pergola.

From 1902 until his magazine 7he
Craftsman ceased publication in 1916,
Gustav Stickley published plans for
more than 200 houses, ranging in cost
from $900 to $30,000. His magazine
subscribers were automatically mem-
bers of the “Home Builders Club,” en-
titled to one free set of plans per vear.
What's more, if a reader wanted to
modify a plan or have one designed
from his or her own ideas, the Crafts-
man Architectural Department was
available. Stickley himself supervised
the construction of some homes in the
New York City area. No one is sure how
many of these homes were actually
built, but it was a feature in the mag-
1zine that aroused great interest — so
much so that when Stickley briefly
seased publishing plans in 1915, there
vas such a storm of protest he had to
-einstate the feature, even though he
elt that, with 200 designs in print, the
iubject had been exhausted. He
laimed that Craftsman homes were
yeing built in “all parts of the world,
rom Alaska to the Fiji Islands.”

The homes ranged from log cabins
ind cedar-sided bungalows to two-sto-

RAFTSMANHIOUSES

THE CRAFTSMAN

GIVES EVERY MONTH FOR THE BENEFIT OF ITS RE ADERS

FREE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

FOR SIMPLE, STRUCTURAL DWELLINGS, DESIGNED BY

GUSTAV STICKLEY, RANGING IN COST FROM
$1,000 to $20,000.

THE ORIGINAL DRAWINGS, SHOWING BOTH EXTERIOR AND
INTERIOR OF THE HOUSES AS THEY WILL LOOK WHEN
COMPLETED, AS WELL AS FULL DETAIL DRAWINGS AND
SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN AT THE . . .

CRAFTSMAN EXPOSITION ROOMS
29 WEST THIRTY-FOURTH STREET - - NEW YORK
rey cement homes, from two-bedroom
cottages to mansions. (He even de-
signed two schoolhouses, some ga-
rages, and a boathouse.) In all of them,
the ruling principle was simplicity. De-
sign was based on honest expression
of the materials used, and materials

were left in their natural state as much
as possible. The exterior treatment
linked the house with the grounds on
which it stood to make it a “harmo-
nious unit in its environment.”

Stickley, an innovator of the open
plan for interiors, laid out spaces so
that the rooms flowed together. Living
and dining rooms, as well as the en-
trance hall when there was one, were
often divided by built-in bookcases or
post-and-panel arrangements that gave
a sense of spaciousness even in mod-
est-sized houses. Built-in furniture was
advocated to unify the interior, save
space, and simplify housekeeping
chores. And there was always much use
of wood as a decorative treatment for
interior walls and ceilings. Many
houses have “sleeping porches”; like
many contemporaries, Stickley also be-
lieved in the health benefits of fresh
air. But the key element in the Crafts-
man home is the fireplace: Stickley felt
the family would spend time together
in the warmth of the fire, and family
life would be strengthened.

— Ray Stubblebine
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Mull-ordor plans have a long history in shaping the
residential architecture of the United States. Of the
thousands of house plans available today, few exhibit
good design and a grasp of historical proportion and
detail. So, in response to requests from OHJ readers,
the editors have “"done the homework": We've hand-
picked plans. In this regular department, we offer the
most attractive, authentic, and buildable of the histori-
cal designs, from all periods of American architectural
history. Let us know what plans you're looking for.

You can order actual blueprints for all the houses fea-
tured. Plans conform to national building-code
standards — however, modifications are usvally neces-
sary for your site and local requirements, so you'll prob-
ably need the assistance of a professional designer
(your builder may qualify) or an architect.

For the houses shown in this issue,

blueprints include:

* Foundation plan for conventional
crawlspace. (Can be adapted to
basement plan by your builder.)
Note: The plans for the Greek
Revival house show a fully exca-
vated basement.

® Detailed floor plans showing all
dimensions for framing, plus
detailed layout and location of
electrical and plumbing com-
ponents.

® Interior elevations are included in
some plans, showing interior views
of kitchen, bath, fireplace, built-
ins, and cabinet designs.

* A window and door schedule.

* Building cross sections: cornice,
fireplace, and cabinet sections
when needed to help your builder

understand major interior details.

* Framing diagrams that show lay-
outs of framing pieces and their
locations for roof, first and second
floors.

* Energy-saving specs, including
vapor barriers, insulated sheathing,
caulking and foam-sealant areas,
batt insulation, and attic exhaust
ventilatfors.

Why order multiple sets? If you're
serious about building, you'll need a
set each for the general contractor,
mortgage lender, electrician, plumber,
heating/ventilating contractor, build-
ing permit department, other township
use or interior designer, and one for
yourself. Ordering the 8-set plan saves
money and additional shipping
charges.

Other notes: (1) Plans are copyrighted,
and they are printed for you when
you order. Therefore, they are not
refundable. If you order additional
sets of the same plan within 30 days
of your original order, you can pur-
chase them for $15 each. (2) Mirror-
reverse plans are useful when the
house would fit the site better
“flopped.” For this you need one set
of mirror-reverse plans for the con-
tractor; but because the reverse plans
have backwards lettering and dimen-
sions, all other sets should be ordered
right-reading. (3) Heating and air-
conditioning layouts are not included.
You need a local mechanical contrac-
tor to size and locate the proper unit
for your specific conditions of climate
and site.
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