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JELD-WEN offers a wide range
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that include Low-E glass.
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Center Arch Door

For years, homeowners have relied on JELD-WEN* windows and doors to perform beautifully in all climates. Now, Low-E
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GUESS WHICH
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SOMETIMES YOU WANT NEW HARDWARE
THAT LOOKS LIKE ITS ANTIQUE ORIGINAL.
SOMETIMES YOU WANT THE ANTIQUE ORIGINAL
BUT YOU NEED IT TO WORK & FUNCTION LIKE NEW,

QUR RESTORATION COLLECTION IS DESIGNED TO BE TRUE TO THEIR
ANTIQUE ORIGINALS WHILE OUR ANTIQUE ORIGINALS ARE COMPLETELY
RESTORED TO THEIR FORMER BEAUTY & FUNCTION.

To SHOP, VISIT WWW.RESTORATION.COM
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CROWN CiTY HARDWARE
“GET LOST IN THE DETAILS.” Circle no. 88



Old:House

JOURNAL®

| ‘ a | l I I ‘ S November/ December 2005
Volume 33/ Number 6

Established 1973

40 Stair Millwork by the Book
By Brent Hull
A guide to the parts used in the past is an essential
tool for anyone working on a traditional stairway.

46 The Lowdown on Cordless Drills
By Noelle Lord
In their quest to make tools self-propelled, manufactur-
ers are re-inventing battery-powered drills. From ham-
mers to drivers, the challenge is deciding what to buy.

52 In Living Color
By Demetra Aposporos
The late 1920s witnessed a shift in thinking on the ideal
bathroom’s design, transforming an austere, white
space into one that was blooming in color.

58 Radiant Reflections
By Dan Holohan
Nostalgia for under-the-floor heating is reviving
interest in radiant heat, which has been fine-tuned
for today’s building boom.

62 Inside the Tudor House
By Gordon Bock
Far away in time and place from early British arche-
types, Tudor houses and other English revival styles
built across North America from the 1890s to the 1940s
boast interiors neither medieval nor exclusively Tudor.

il

ON THE COVER:
Distinctive hammer
beam arches span the
studio ceiling of the
1928 Shaffer House, a
Tudor Revival classic
designed by Lewis
Bowman. Photo by
Paul Rocheleau.

68 Old-House Living: How Lucky We Are
By Charity Vogel
From history to mystery, one old-house owner has no
trouble pinning down what attracts her to living in a
historic home.

72 Style: A House in the City
By James C. Massey and Shirley Maxwell
Whether they're detached, semi-detached, or hitched
in a daisy chain by their common party walls, city
dwellings represent a rich family of house types
uniquely adapted over two centuries of urban living.
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ery beautiful door in our Carriage House Collection offers

the timeless beauty, authenticity, and quality of doors

constructed a century ago, yet have modern functioning, These

doors complement the architecture of older homes as well as
newly designed residences. Carriage House Doors are equipped

with Liftmaster Professional series garage door openers.

Call For Local Dealer 1-866-890-1776

www.carriagedoor.com
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EXTERIOR SHUTTERS & HARDWARE

Buy the finest
wooden shutters made.
Even if it does mean

A YEAR OF
DOMESTIC CAVIAR.

Sulid cedar, ﬁistoﬁul[y authentic shurters with 08 o
hand-forged period hardware from Timberlane® (&
are worth even this sacrifice. Call now for a catalog.

800.250.2221+TIMBERLANE.COM

Circle no. 205

STEPTOE ™" STAIRCASES

Intricate historic design
Spiral stair kits in 4’and 5" diameter
Straight stairs in 4" width

Cast iron construction

Easy assembly

CUSTOM DECORATIVE
METAL RAILINGS, GATES,
GRILLES, CANOFIES
AND GAZEEOS

CONTACT US FOR COMPLETE
CATALOG FEATURING
THIS & OTHER STAIRCASES

Q0 TYCOS DRIVE
TORONTO, ON M6B 1V9

TEL: (416) 780-1707
TEL: (800) 461-0060
EAX: (416) 780-1814

info@steptoewife.com
www.steptoewife.com

STEPTOE &PWIFE
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ARCHITECTURAL RESTORATION PRODUCTS
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New Traditional
Products!

The 2005 edition of OHJ's
popular Traditional
Products magazine is
now online, with more
than 400 period and
reproduction items for
retro rooms, vintage
houses, and new homes
built in traditional styles.

Nd-House &

itional

New Lights, Camera,

Blastoff. . .

The suddenly historic
1950s were a time when
lighting fixtures really
came into their modern,
streamlined prime. Look
to the home page for a
story about that incan
descent age.

Db Y3y W Vs e

New 0ld-House
Journal’s New Old
House L
Old-House Journal's New

0ld House, the popular new magazine in the Old-House
Journal stable, now has its own website.
www.newoldhousemag.com

Restoration Exchange

A companion site to OHJ Online, the exchange is your guide to
the world of building restoration and renovation.
www.restorationexchange.com

Historic Properties
Go to the list of old-house
websites, and click on
Historicproperties.com.
You'll find a stunning port-
folio of old homes for sale
around the country.

Virtual Trade Show
Trying to find the same
info the pros get at indus-
try trade events in the
old-house field? You've
come to the right place.

www. oldhousejournal com
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Custom. Period.
Furniture that fits. True custom cabinetry;
The perfect choice for your period home.

CROVNDDINT

CABINETRY

Period styling.
Handcralied to the finest quality.

800-999-4994 & www.Clow i-point.conm



Castles in the Sand

Hurricane Katrina has left its mark on the Gulf Coast of the United States, with a trail
of broken cities and tattered lives the dimensions of which we have yet to fully assess.
Katrina’s aftermath has also ripped across our country, changing much of how we
think about our buildings and ourselves.

As a child 1 heard tales from relatives about how Hurricane Diane swept through
New York and Pennsylvania in 1955. Although I was too young to know, the storm
inundated the upper Delaware Valley where my great-grandparents lived, raising the
normally waist-deep river up above 60-foot-high bridge decks and washing away
buildings along its steep banks. Today, names along the river like Parker’s Glen, which
once were villages of small houses, are known now only as canoeist campsites.

Just back from weeks of volunteer disaster work in Tupelo, Mississippi, my wife
Michele shares tales of folks arriving at her Red Cross shelter, driving up from the
coast with next to nothing, escaping from less than nothing. They came to the shelter
to get rest, get advice, get medications for lost prescriptions, get in touch again with
loved ones, get connected again with life. She described Tupelo as a beautiful city rich
with warm, generous people and historic houses. Among the latter is a revered little
house—the birthplace of Elvis. It’s a building type known through the South as a
Shotgun, the kind that fills many of the neighborhoods of New Orleans.

It seems like only yesterday when here at Old-House Journal we were writing
about the after-effects of Hurricane Hugo, which toppled trees and tore off roofs all
over historic Charleston, South
Carolina, in 1989. Once the storm was
gone and the sea had receded, then the
real work began. Water is the ultimate
enemy of all buildings, and its effects

linger long after the liquid itself

departs. There’s the task of removing

soaking-wet possessions from living

rooms and basements so that, even if

the items themselves cannot be

salvaged, they don't add to the
moisture in the building. There’s dealing with the results of wood in framing, porches,
and floors that, after being saturated for days, swells and buckles out of shape, or in
the case of beams, becomes soft and sags.

On radio talk shows and in print I hear people ask the question, “Should New
| Orleans be rebuilt?” For lovers of old houses, the question is moot. The real issue, per-
haps, is remembering that the preservation movement is not focused solely on indi-
vidual structures that are exceedingly old, architecturally grand, or culturally unique.

BRANDIN PETRY

Birtlplace of Slois Presley

More than ever, it's about context and indigenous houses in their vernacular element.
It’s about everyday Bungalows, Capes, Foursquares—and yes, Shotguns—that may
not stand out on their own, but when taken together in communities make up an irre-
placeable part of our architectural heritage.

Coecofoerl
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WIRSBO MAKES DREAM HoMES CoME TRUE.

As an experienced home buyer, you expect a home that is affordable and comfortable. But
you also want reliable systems, energy efficiency, low maintenance and protection. For over
three decades, builders have relied on Wirsbo to deliver quality plumbing and radiant
heating systems to homeowners who appreciate the difference — homeowners like vou.
AQUAPEXY" for clean and healthy plumbing systems.

AQUASAFE" for dependable home fire protection.

RADIANT FLOORS for clean, comfortable and efficient heating.

Make sure the reality matches the dream. Ask your builder about using Wirsbo systems

to make your Dream Home come true. For information on Wirsbo prmlucts. visit
www.wirsbo.com/ad.

WIRSBO

Life, Safety, Comfort Systems

AQUAPEX® AQUASAFE® RADIANT FLOORS
COMFORT HEATING
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' Supporting Native
Weavers
| How shocked my husband and I were to
find OHJ referring interested buyers to
Navajo rugs made in Mexico and India.
Why settle for an imitation when you can
have the real thing? New Mexico, Utah,
Arizona, and Colorado offer numerous
resources for obtaining authentic Navajo
rugs: galleries, trading posts, auctions, and
pawn shops. If you are patient, you can
[ also commission to have one made for
you. This can be appealing for those inter-
ested in a specific pattern or size.
An authenti¢c Navajo rug is not simply
a textiles it is a timeless piece of art and an
| excellent investment. By supporting
Navajo weavers, not only will you be
in possession of a real treasure, you will
help ensure that this unique tradition
continues.
Paul and Anna Rodriguez
Delta, Colorado

Indeed, there are many sources available for

authentic Navajo rugs. We featured one of

| them, David Cook Fine American Art, in
the articles resource box on page 46. —Eds.

Sears’s Spanish Model
We were thrilled to see that your October
issue included the article, “American
Houses, Spanish Styles”

In case you were not aware, the
“refined example of the Mission Revival”

12 OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL - NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005

pictured on the bottom left of page 78 is a
Sears, Roebuck & Co. catalog home, the
Model # 2090 “Alhambra’” Its distinctive
parapets on the dormers, porch, and stair-
way roof (right side) are a dead giveaway.
For verification, see
www.SearsModernHomes.com in the
1915-1920 home styles listing. Sears also
offered the “Monterey” and “San Jose”
models in the Mission/Spanish style.

This same model is my ancestral
home, where we raised our children and
now operate a bed and breakfast on our
century ranch in western South Dakota
(www.bbonline.com/sd/triangleranch/).

Our “Alhambra” was built in 1923
from 1917 blueprints. The materials,
including leaded glass, oak cabinets, crys-
tal chandeliers, precut lumber, plumbing,
and wiring arrived on two railroad cars
out of Oregon, the location of Sears’s west-
ern sawmill. My great-grandparents also
ordered the matching garage/carriage
house which stands just south of the
house location on a bend in the Bad River.
Itis a very unusual architectural style for
western South Dakota today, much less in
1923, when homesteaders were just happy
to find another tar paper shack to add on
to theirs.

Through the years, six generations of
our family have enjoyed this home.
Basically a Foursquare design, it has a for-
mal but open floor plan.

The property was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places for its
unique style and original state. Through
historic preservation loans we have per-
formed a benign restoration over the last
11 years being careful (and creative) soas |
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800-595-9663

Fastern White Pine

Circle no. 127

FIey
Acrylic & Cast Iron Clawfoot Tubs

{ Shower Rings & Rods . Pedestal Sinks
Antique Style Faucets & Fixfures

CLAWFOOT SUPPLY

FOR KITCHEN & BATH

Free Catalo

toll free: 877.682.4192
Circle no. 596

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005

fax: 800.682.6826
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Letters

| you.

not to alter the original floor plan, interior, or exterior. Total reno-
vation has taken place on the garage/carriage house, converting the
interior into a cozy cabin for guest families while leaving the exteri-
or with the original look. OHJ articles and ads have been invalu-
able to us in this process, like “Old-House Advisor; June 1998.
Lyndy and Kenny Ireland

Triangle Ranch Bed & Breakfast

Via email

Your article, “American Houses, Spanish Styles,” had a photo of a
Mission Revival in Lexington, Virginia. Is this not the Sears home
model called the “Alhambra™? It looks remarkably like one.

I find your magazine full of wonderful information. Thank

Anne Vanoy
Cincinnati, Ohio

Cementing Ceilings

I have searched your site for a product vaguely mentioned in an
article from the October 2005 issue, and I cannot find the product.
On page 54, the photo description mentions repairing a ceiling
"using a product that bonds a rubber compound to a fiberglass
sheet." What is the product and how do I find it? Any guidance you
can give me would be most appreciated.

Patricia Johnson

Via email

There are many such materials on the market. The folks in the arti-
cle you mentioned used Nu-Wal by Specification Chemicals (800-

| 247-3932), which you may find advertised in OH] from time to time.

Other sources, such as Glidwall (available by special order; call
Glidden at 800-454-3336 for information) and Textureglas (distrib-
uted by Duron; call 800-72-DURON and ask for “Wallcoverings”) are
listed in the OH] article “Under Cover” devoted to the subject from the
March/April 2004 issue, or in the OHJ Restoration Directory (avail-
able either in print or online).—Eds.

www.oldhoussjournal.com




By NOSTALGIC

WAREHOUSE

Visit www.grandeur-nw.com /ohj
or Call 1-800-522-7336

¢ Dustinctive, classic designs

 Mix & match any knob or lever
(e with any longplate or rosette
+ Six lustrous finishes

A

Restoration:

¥ Will fit antique or new doors
¥ Authentic vintage designs
$ Matching Accessories

{
W

NOSTALGIC

WAREHOUSE. fil}EE]]

{

TR}

Visit www.nostalgicwarehouse.com /ohj
or Call 1-800-522-7336
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“With
Benjamin Moore,

it's easy
to find
the
perfect
color.
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CLITTTTL

Benjamin Moore™ Color Samples.

It's easy Lo find vour perfect color - before you painl - wilh

Benjamin Moore® Color Samples. In 260 designer colors, . - |
cach 2 oz. sample jar covers a 2 fool by 2 fool wall area, . Benjam"‘ |
) ) . o] s e Moore Benjamin
Color Selection Simplified. The Laader in Moore

Call 1-888-BM-COLOR or visil benjaminmoore.com Paint & Color"

|

Only al your local Benjamin Moore® store.
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Annunciator

SEPTEMBER 25, 2005-
JANUARY 22, 2006
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
International Arts &
Crafts Exhibition

One of the largest Arts &
Crafts exhibitions ever is
currently on display at the
Indianapolis Museum of Art.
The exhibit, which comes
courtesy of London’s Victoria
and Albert Museum, show-
cases more than 300 objects,
including textiles, stained
glass, and reconstructed fur-
nished interiors from a
movement that spanned the
globe. Museum admission is
$14 for adults, $12 for sen-
iors. For event information,
call (317) 923-1331 or visit
www.indy.org. Making only
two stops in the United
States, the exhibit also will
appear at the de Young
Museum in San Francisco,
March 22-June 18.

NOVEMBER 5-6
OMAHA, NE
|  Restore Omaha
Conference, Exhibition,
and Tour
Meet with craftspeople and
watch them demonstrate
restoration techniques, or
network with owners of his-
toric properties. The confer-
ence features more than 50
representatives of products,
craftsmen, and associations,
and the keynote speaker is
OHJ’s very own longtime
| contributor, John Leeke.
‘ Tickets are $15 in advance or
| $20 at the door. A tour of
Omabha’s restored historic
buildings and ongoing
preservation efforts costs $5
more. For more information,
call (402) 614-0056 or email
eventive.marketing@cox.net.

www.oldhousejournal.com

Chicago Hosts the Traditional Building
Exhibition and Conference, April 5-8

In the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, we are all acutely
aware of our duty to preserve
and protect historic buildings.
One of the best places to learn
how to do so is the Traditional
Building Exhibition and
Conference (April 5-8, 2006)
on the Navy Pier in Chicago.
With more than 75 edu-
cational
work-

shops and seminars, the
Traditional Building Show
offers many opportunities for
hands-on learning, such as
“Designing and Decorating
the Arts & Crafts Home” or a
series of programs on the
steps that homeowners can
take to protect old houses
before disaster strikes. The
AIA Historic Resources
Committee’s 2006 Spring
Meeting and the Association
for Preservation
Technology Codes
¢ Conference will

4\
1t
RADITIONAL
T BUILDING

co-locate with the Traditional
Building Show, which will also
offer tours of Chicago’s
unique landmarks and archi-
tectural delights.

The show is a rare
opportunity for old-house
owners, builders, architects,
contractors, developers,
preservationists, and planners
to gather together in a forum
that will allow everyone to
share ideas and experiences.
Two hundred exhibitors of
historically accurate products
for restoration, preservation,
and traditionally inspired new
construction make it the
must-attend event for those
who love old homes and
buildings.

To learn more, visit
www.traditionalbuilding
show.com, call (800) 982-
6247, or email info@restore
media.com.

Save Old Houses Caught in Katrina’s Wake

With the cleanup of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast gathering steam, the National Trust for
Historic Preservation wants to ensure that one of the greatest human tragedies in the nation’s
history doesn't also become its greatest cultural catastrophe. To that end, the NTHP hopes to
raise $1 million for its National Trust Hurricane Katrina Recovery Fund. Some of the money
will be used to lobby Congress to provide tax credits for the rehabilitation of owner-occupied
historic houses and to earmark $60 million for grants to help preserve historic properties in
the region. At the state and local level, the NTHP will work with officials to revise building
codes for better hurricane protection and to encourage design guidelines for new construc-
tion that respects the character of historic areas. The fund will also help pay for experts to be
sent to the region to determine which buildings can be saved. For more information about
how you can contribute, visit www.nationaltrust.org .



NOVEMBER 10-11
MIAMI BEACH, FL

New Urban Guild
Autumn Workshop
Each Guild workshop
offers a chance to learn
more about the proper
detailing of a particular
building part. This sea-
son’s workshop, taught
by some of today’s best
practicing traditional
architects, focuses exclu-
sively on doors and win-
dows in a range of styles.
To register or get more
information, call (786)
276-6000 or visit
www.newurbanguild.com.

NOVEMBER 25-26
DECATUR, IL

Heritage & Holy
Historic Home Tour

This annual tour, now in
its 15th year, features six
to eight homes decorated
for the holidays in the
historic district. Homes
may be toured in any
order and free shuttle
service is provided
between tour homes.
Tickets are $10 in advance,
$15 on tour days, or $9 for
groups of 10 or more.

Call (217) 428-2136 for
more information or to
order advance tickets.

Books in Brief

Despite its long history and
rich collection of outstanding
country houses, architectural
historians have virtually
ignored the chain of suburban
towns known as the Philadel-
phia Main Line. Now, along
comes William Morrison’s The
Main Line: Country Houses of
Philadelphia’s Storied Suburb,
1870-1930 (Acanthus Press,
2002, $69), providing a
detailed history of the areas
houses and the architects who
designed them. The book’s
period photographs, some-
times showing more than one
historic iteration of the same
house, are particularly effec-
tive, offering several glimpses

of houses and interiors as orig-

inally built. Numerous plans
supplement the period photo-
graphs to explain the often
complex interiors.

Extending west along the
former Pennsylvania Railroad
line from Overbrook to Paioli,
Philadelphia’s Main Line gets
its name from Pennsylvanias
Main Line of Public Works,
which predated the railroad. In
the 1680s of William Penn’s
proprietorship, the area was
mostly the rural Welsh Tract,
and old Welsh names and
structures still survive there.
After the Civil War, wealthy
city people favored the loca-

| Calling All Contestants

The Traditional Building Design Challenge—a new competi-
tion from the American Institute of Building Design and
Restore Media, LLC—invites architects, designers, and stu-
dents to compete for the best design for a traditionally
inspired single-family home. Participants should submit a
portfolio of their work; up to five finalists will be selected to
compete on the trade show floor at the Traditional Building
Exhibition and Conference in Chicago in April. The competi-
tion will include drawing by hand, a live charette with a

tion for their
country
estates
because of
the health-
ful, cooler
summers. By the
early 20th century the area
served as the year-round resi-
dences of these same people,
who commuted to the city on
the Paoli Local.

Because different genera-
tions of the same families pop-
ulate Morrison’s book, readers
get the sense that the Main
Line is not a place of rapid
change. Indeed, Main Line
houses suit the traditional
Philadelphia character. They
are comfortable but not huge,
conservative but well-
designed, and rarely preten-
tious. With few exceptions
they’ve proved to be proper
and usable for many genera-
tions. A classic example may
be Pencoyd in Bala, the
Roberts family house of the
1680s. With later additions
that included Victorianization
and subsequent historically
inspired restoration, it suited
the family until 1963. Many
houses remain private resi-
dences today, but few retain
their original estate-sized
grounds. Although some of the
houses were demolished, many

others were
adapted for good
institutional
uses,

By focusing
on the architec-
tural significance
of the area’s country houses
over a 60-year period,
Morrison includes the work of
a large number of worthy
architects, some important and
some sadly overlooked. The
houses are distributed
throughout numerous towns
and two counties, but
Morrison thoughtfully organ-
izes his book both chronologi-
cally and geographically. With
an introduction by architect
Mark Hewitt, the book
includes essays on each era
and house.

Publisher Barry Cenower
is to be congratulated for mak-
ing this book the first in a
series about the history and
architecture of suburban and
country houses. Subsequent
volumes about houses on Long
Island’s North Shore and
Boston’s North Shore are
already in print, and more
books are in the works, A com-
panion series covering city
houses is also underway. To
order, visit www.acanthus
press.com.

—James C. Massey

panel of judges,
and prizes
awarded before
the close of the
show on April 8.
The grand prize
winner will get

8b
| scasec by Tra A st o ussng Donge B D),

a contractto

sell the winning residential design in O/d-House Journal’s
New 0ld House magazine. For an application or information,

call (800) 366-2423. 2
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The New XL Kit

Contains a MultiMaster 636-2 variable speed

tool pluss Sanding pad * Profile Sanding kit
* Carbide Rasp * Universal E-Cut blade

* Mini E-Cut set * Scraper blade * Carbide

Grout blade * 20-pack assorted sandpaper

* Screws and washers + Metal carrying case

renStart

Detail Sander

Circle no. 151
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Three new MuLtiIMAasTER Kits
Buy one now and receive
a FREE honus hlade

The New VS Kit

Contains a MultiMaster 636-2 variable speed
tool plus: * Sanding Pad * Scraper blade

* Universal E-Cut blade * Carbide Grout
blade * Tool wrench * Screws and washers

* Plastic carrying case = 20-pack assorted
sandpaper

The New Start Kit

Contains a MultiMaster 636-2 single speed
tool plus: * Sanding Pad * Scraper blade

* Universal E-Cut blade * Tool wrench

* Screws and washers * 20-pack assorted
sandpaper

- - } ‘
Carbide Rasp Universal E-Cut Grout Blade

Scraper  Mini E-Cut Set

Powered by innovation

A $58 value
For wood, plastic, fiberglass,
carbon fiber, 20 gage sheet

metal. Must include proof
of purchase.

NAME

COMPANY NAME

ADDRESS

CITY 3 STATE ZIP
PHONE NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Mail coupon to; Fein Power Tools, Inc.
1030 Alcon Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

Tel 412 922 8886 Fax 412 922 8767

Please include proof of purchase with coupen. Offer
expires 5/31/05. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

For more information, a free brochure and a
dealer near you call 1-800-441-9878 or
visit us on the web at www.feinus.com.
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For maximum scraping power,
tackle that wall with a HYDE®
brand carbide scraper. Pros tell
s they can scrape a wholg
house with just

m PROFESSIDNAL

GRADE FOR
HEAVY DUTY
SCRAPING

REVERSIBLE
BLADE

2-HAND GRIF
WITH HAMMER
INSERT

m COMFORTABLE
MAXXGRIP'PRO
SOFT-GRIP.

HANDLE

Call Today. ’ﬁ%
800-USA-HYDE

(872-4933)

HYDE

For a better finish,
start with HYDE.

www.hydetools.com

Circle no. 606
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Go from flat to fabulous.
Make your everyday interiors dazzle with Aqua Finishing Solutions’
Designed especially for faux finishing, these water-based solutions
feature a patented chemistry that gives you the lustrous texture
and slow drying time of oil paint, without the fumes or messy
clean-up. To make your faux project fabulous with the

industry’s premier decorative finishing products,

visit www.fauxstore.com or your local dealer.
FiNISHING SoLUTIONS®

!"il.'\' ®
ety

A registered trademark of Faux Effects International, Inc.

Circle no. 330

Quality RePrOﬂm‘.tioﬁﬁ &
id Hard to Find Originals
1G] Wide Range of Styles and Selection
55) Friendly Customer Service
Prompt Shipping

Shop Online: www. House Of Antique Hardware.com
Circle no. 495
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Totally Tudor

We're excited about buying my Aunt’s
1928 house. She calls it Tudor style, but
it’s all wood construction with no
stonework or stucco. What's your opinion?
Betty Jo Bialofski

Madison, Wisconsin

ed call it Tudor, too. Though
(]ﬂ/ the largest and most elabo-
rate examples of Tudor

Revival houses often exhibit stone
masonry walls on the first storey, and
half-timbering with stucco infill on the
second, even these buildings were not
| strictly duplicating their English models,
and this was not the only way these
houses were reinterpreted in North
America. Wood wall cladding of clap-
boards, shingles, or combinations of the
two, was also common for the average
man’s Tudor, especially when the house
was built from a plan or kit (Sears and
Aladdin both sold several models), or if
it dates from the 1930s and *40s, when
the heyday for high style versions was
pretty much over.

What clearly keys your house as
Tudor is not the construction but the

Colonial clapboards aside, the steeply pitched roof with flared eaves,
front-facing cross gable, and a prominent side chimney mark this house as
Tudor Revival.

knowing treatment of some basic design
elements. First among them is the steeply
pitched roof with a forward-facing cross
gable dominating the facade at one side
—an asymmetrical plan that is distinc-
tively Tudor. Also characteristic is the
placement of the prominent stone chim-
ney on the end of the building and the
entrance nicely featured under the flared

eaves of the front gable. While the win-
dows appear to be double-hung sashes,
rather than the casements often associ-
ated with Tudor houses, they are appro-
priately narrow in the main front-facing
gable and customarily grouped in threes
elsewhere. Incidentally, the shed dormer,
while not historically Tudor like the win-
dows, is also pretty well integrated here.

The natural moss-inhibiting action

| of metals washing down from
copper or zinc flashings is easy
to spot on many older roofs.

Booting Roof

I am replacing wood-shingle roofs on sev-
eral historic buildings after struggling for
years with moss. Can you verify whether
placing zinc strips under cedar shingles
kills moss and lichen growth?

Patrick J. McKay, Supervisor

Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm
Rochester Hills, Michigan

ccording to the Bryophytes
Science Department at
Oregon State University,

Moss

“Zinc strips are usually considered the
long-term solution to controlling moss-
es”” The active agent is metallic zinc,
which is released with each rain to kill
or retard the growth of moss for as
much as 15’ below the roof. Zinc strips
are made for this purpose and sold by
roofing specialty companies such as
Chicago Metallic (www.chicago-metal-
lic.com). Sometimes called “roof protec-
tor strips;” they can be installed on exist-
ing roofs and are generally considered

www.oldhousejournal.com
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1/16-inch tolerances

A

Get an even closer look.

Most windows and doors have
tolerances—i.e., gaps—up to 1/2-inch.
Marvin keeps ours to a paper-thin
1/16-inch. Does it matter? Only if quality
does. Learn more about what to look for
in windows, and what you will (or won't)
see in ours. Call 1-800-268-7644 (in
Canada, 1-800-263-6161) or learn

more at marvin.com/thedifference

MARVIN %,

Windows and Doors
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Ask OHY

effective for about a year. Galvanized
flashing, though not a lifetime roofing
material, often has the same moss-
inhibiting effect when located across a
broad area of roof.

Moss is a simple plant form that,
while needing the right conditions to
become established, can often be a per-
nicious problem on wood-shingle
roofs. The first line of defense is to keep
moisture levels on the roof as low as
possible by making sure it is clean of
debris, and trimming overhead branch-
es to admit drying sunlight. Methods
for dealing with existing moss infesta-
tions include removing the plants
mechanically with scrapers, or careful
power-washing after first killing it with
chemical solutions. The trick here is to
choose wisely and use mixtures care-
fully so that they will not negatively

FOR CABINETRYS
& FURNITURE™

400 Hand Carved
Ornaments in American
Maple and Cheryy

affect nearby building materials or
landscape plantings. Products based on
potassium salts of fatty acids (sold for
algae control at garden stores) are often
recommended because the solution is
biodegradable, non-staining on most
building materials, and not a threat to
nearby plants if used cautiously. More
traditional herbicide mixes made with
zine sulfate, zinc chloride, copper sul-
fate, and even bleach (sodium
hypochlorite) are still effective but
must be used with care due to their
potential for environmental side-
effects. For more information, consult
the many good university extension
websites on the subject, such as Oregon
State University’s (www. bryophytes.
science.oregonstate.edu/page24.htm)
or the University of Alaska (www.
uaf.edu/coop-ext/publications). =

Request our 144 page Volume 1V Catalog - $10
800-558-0119 * www.mouldings.com
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You can't put just anything in a well-designed home.

ore at marvin.com/theditference

MARVIN <%

Windows and Doors
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Nothing is more important than the health and safety of
your family. And no other insulation has gone further
to keep the air that they breathe clean than Johns Manville.

Only Johns Manville offers a complete line of formaldehyde-free fiber glass insulation. '
And only naturally white JM insulation has passed the ComfortTherm® i 0B

Insulation that's easy

country’s most rigid indoor air quality test, California o rendic becavse s

wrapped in plastic.

ES1350, without detection of any pollutants, including ~ Pius. there'sless ien | Z0g

and dust than other

formaldehyde. That means you won’t have to worry about e ot oty N
formaldehyde emissions coming from the insulation  of innovate prosucts. 8
behind the walls. For superior energy efficiency for the

life of your home and to help provide a safe haven for

those inside, choose JM. To find a retailer or for more

info, call 1-800-654-3103 or visit JM.com/homeinsulation.

Johns Manville Formaldehyde-Free*Insulation §
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Radiator Cover Redux

Drawings by Robert Leanna

ard for us to envision
today, but back in the
1920s and 30s radia-
tor covers were a big,
new idea. The thinking on inte-
grating radiators had shifted
from the 1910s notion of orna-
menting them with cast fili-

gree and colorful paint to
concealing them under
metal or wood cabinets.
The radiator cover
shown here is an alter-
nate version of one in
the November/Decem-
ber 2003 Plots & Plans
and a good option for
many houses built in the
first half of the 20th
century. Like its 2003
cousin, it’s built
to  integrate

with the win-

dow trim and

have openings

at bottom and
top that are
dimensioned in
accordance with
the day’s practices
for best heat transfer.

www.oldhousejournal.com
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In this cover, the heat exit along the top is not a metal or wood grille but
a completely open vent that, because it is unobstructed by grille work,
can be reduced in height to a relatively inconspicuous slit. The intake
space along the bottom is typically 4” high, and the curved sheet metal
reflector inside the case—part of the original design—is optional. The
body of the cabinet is flat panels held in frames by simple mouldings.
Actual construction is up to the builder, but
a good approach is to have the entire front
frame meet the side frames in a miter joint
that runs the length of each corner and then
attach the front frame with screws. This way
the front of the cover can be removed to
service the radiator.

Window Trim Window Stool

v

Metal Liner —— /
offff Screw

—_—
To Stool \L

Plaster or Drywall

L Two Square Inches of Opening for
Each Square Foot of Radiation
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%u deserve the Staircase
of your dreams.

e’ll make our
dreams a red

A StairWorld custom
staircase is the perfect
way to make a dramatic
1mpressmn

Curved, Spiral,
Hourglass, Elliptical
Stair Parts & Railings
Professional Services
* Design Consulting
* On-site Measurement

* Railing Installation
Supervision

1-800-387-7711 S
wwriv.stairworld.com

The
Toughest
Glue On, ..

Planet® GORIHA 1
Earth.- -

: Circle no. 180
1-800-966-3458 * www.gorillaglue.com

Gorilla Tough QBRSSO B e 18 \\V\ W Lverything You Expect From
: Online OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL... And More

Dedicated to restoring America’s treasured old houses,
OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL Online is your best source
for restoration and renovation products, how-to informa-
tion, house plans, industry news, and community chat.

<www.oldhousejournal.com>

NeteE s REST.P\E Old:House
1-800-966-3458 * www.gorillatape.com ; SRS, LLC PR
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HOMESTEA

UNICO FITS

YOUR STYLE

THAT SO GRACEFULLY PRESERVES HISTORY SIMPLY SHOULD NOT

L2005 UNico, nc

A HOoU

ARRED BY A HIDEOUS

AlIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM. YET, SWELTERING IN YOUR BEAUTIF S5 NOT EXAC

Y WHAT YOU

ENVISIONED. THAT'S

/HEN

VE HAVE THE GREA TURAL STYLE,

ITEC

AND CAN R

RO-FIT HEATING AND COOLING SY

ZETLY, EVEN THE

OUTLETS BLEND IN

BY THE WAY, HAVE

27 0896

VISIT WWW.UNICOSYSTEM.CO

ThelUnico/System™ (¢ —. G

e g : i > NATIONAL TRUST
Mini-Duct Central Heating & Air Conditioning Hivrouse Passorvarios.

CALL BOO £
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Hot Tips on Water Heaters

Hard to oes the prospect of saving 50 to 70 percent in energy costs turn your head? It By NoELLE Lorp
believe certainly turned mine when I started to research replacements for the tradi-
that a tional, tank-style hot water heater in our 228-year-old home. —
water Saddled with the typical old-house concerns of limited storage ' 1

| heater space and a basement prone to minor flooding in springtime (as well as wor- Ee——— |
barely big- ries about big increases in fuel prices), I wondered if there wasn't a better way. |
ger than a  Well,I may have found one.
breadbox Tankless hot water heaters, also referred to as on-demand hot water
could com- heaters, only heat water when you open a tap (hence the on-demand moniker). -

| pete with When the hot water source is closed, the heater shuts off, bringing an end to

‘ a 30-gallon the energy burn with no costly storage of hot water. Because the initial flow of
cylinder, the water demand triggers the flame on most gas models, there is also no
but tank- standing pilot light to add to standby energy losses. Whole-house tankless
less types units can provide never-ending hot water to multiple appliances running Rinnai %‘g"‘“"" R
do the job simultaneously at a rate of up to 8.5 gallons per minute. — c— —— 3
—and ) e M;m C
more. Less Fuel, Less Space G A

Tankless hot
water heaters
can be as much
as 50 percent
more energy
efficient than a
traditional gas
water heater
and small
enough to fit
inside a vanity.

Although these products sound like a new spin on hot water technology, tankless systems
have been used for decades in Europe and Asia, where energy resources have always been
scarce and expensive. Because the water that flows into the unit is heat-
ed at precisely the set temperature (plus or minus two degrees) in pre-
cisely the quantity desired, there is an unlimited supply of hot water
with no recovery time and no inconsistency in water temperature. A dial
or digital readout allows nearly exact water temperature control—not
only for personal comfort and safety in households with children and
seniors, but to further increase efficient energy use. In contrast, tank-

style heaters are set to heat a mass
of water to, say, 120 degrees, 24
hours a day. On top of this, much
of the time we turn on the hot
water only to cool it by adding

cold water, further wasting ener- | | 1-Ahotwateriap s med on.

| | 2. Water enters the heater.
gy resources. Some tankless water | | 3. The water flow sensor detects the

How Does a Tankless Water Heater Work?

The Process:

heaters even offer remote control o o :
| | 4. the computer automatically
features so that you can adjust the ignites the bumer.
40 d 5. Water circulates through the heat
water temperature to 140 degrees axchane:.
Inside a tankless 0 do a load of bleached whites in your laundry or to 6. The heat exchanger heats water
| tothe designated temperature.

unit, when
incoming water
triggers a sen-
sor, it is heated
to a preset tem-
perature as it
passes through
the compact
heat exchanger
(top of photo).

100 degrees for a relaxing soak in the tub.
Space—always at a premium in an old house—
is another great savings with tankless hot water |
heaters. The average hot water tank takes up 12 to 18
square feet of space, the volume of a small closet.
Tankless units are literally the size of a small suitcase |
and hang on a wall, freeing up floor space while also |
protecting the units from inherently damp locations
like old basements. They can also be mounted inside a

7. When the tap is turmed off, the
| | unit shuts down.

cabinet or even installed on the exterior of a building.

www.oldhousejournal.com
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Rinnai
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There are savings over time too. Where tank-style water
heaters have an average life span of seven to 10 years, tankless
heaters average 25 years. Tank-style heaters are prone to corrosion
and sediment buildup, and although no one I know does it,
owners manuals recommend draining and refilling your tank
every 90 days. Hard water scale will build up in tankless units as
well, but their built-in alerts and easy component access allow for
simple maintenance.

Shopping for Tankless

High quality whole-house and commercial tankless water heaters
do cost up to twice as much as tank-style heaters, and you may
have to invest in a professional installation. However, if energy
costs continue to head skyward, what they save in gas or electric-
ity can make up the difference in two to three years, and you will
own the unit up to three times longer.

The choice between gas and electric models it similar to any
appliance and usually based on the fuel costs in your region and
your preferred energy source. There are electric units available
that require sufficient service at your
breaker panel and a 220 outlet for
proper wiring. Gas-fired tankless
heaters are most common and can be
installed to vent into a chimney flue,
or they can be direct-vented, which

Continuum

[ 8ot Temperstire simply requires access to an outside wall (usually directly behind
i the unit). You would be lucky to find a five-year warrantee on a

- tank-style water heater, but with tankless brands you can expect
_' P an average of five years on parts and up to 12 years on the heat

ano.‘ess h

RINNAI

The control
panels of some
makes can send
an alert if a
component is
not functioning
properly or cus-
tomize water
temperatures
for specific
uses.

For a list of

SUPPLIERS,
see page 86.

Dl'

exchanger. Good quality models will feature components that
include stainless steel burners, solid copper heat exchangers, and
built-in self diagnostics or digital controls and readouts that
monitor the unit.

The bad rap that you might hear about some tankless heaters is most likely the result of
a consumer buying one at a local big-box retailer without doing their homework. Whole-
house units are best left to experienced building and plumbing-heating contractors, who can
calculate the proper size based on the number of bathrooms and your consumption lifestyle
and then order a professional-grade model. Because larger units also require larger vents as
well as gas and water lines, a professional installation will ensure that your new hot water
heater is safe, up to current codes, and meets your needs.

There are point-of-use models that are perfect for small in-law apartments and remote
bathrooms. There are also manufacturers and models that accommodate radiant or hydron-
ic heating systems, as well as plumbing recirculating systems, and can serve as backups for
solar water heating. So before you get another cold shower from a hot water tank on its last
legs—or feel like you just had one after looking at your fuel bill—check out tankless tech-
nology. It's well worth investigating to protect your pocketbook, as well as your impact on
the planet.

warer system

oF neay. ampararey

CAUTION: tosties wares wrmanes e vt
PR

Special thanks for technical assistance to Maryke Gillis at Controlled Energy Corporation
(Bosch), Robert Kirkpatrick at Rinnai, and Gerry Doucette at Gerry’s Heating, Inc. in Gray,
Maine.
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Tankless water
heaters are
often installed
on a basement
wall, where
direct venting
may be possi-
ble. Some
makes are also
designed for
outdoor installa-
tion.

MORE FROM
OLDHOUSE-
JOURNAL.COM

For related stories
online, see "Bronze
Beauties,” “Care &
Feeding of Air Vents,”
and “Hybrid
Hydronics.” Just click
to “The Magazine”
section, and go to the
alphabetical list of
recent features.
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The best roof money can buy.

| Farewell, Mills & Gatsch - “ 79 N Painted TCS I
Architects, LLC. www.fmg-arch.com eime. s = of Terne-Coated Stainless

Gently, thoughtfully and with great care — like raising a child — thats how you give a makeover to I Gyea_r—o_lfd'.buil'd_irig ; : ;

like The Thompson Park Visitor Center, Lincroft, New Jersey. After proper consideration, painted Follansbee TCS Il roofing e

became the architects choice - for its appearance, superior corrosion resistance, and because chances are'véry good !
that it will still be workmg like new when the children of the children of the children we mermoned come to Visit.

Follansbee - for those who demand the very best.
Call or visit Follansbee online today to learn more.

- 800.624.6906 follansbeeroofing.com

Circle no. 93




e

BUILDING

A LIVE Design Competition

New old houses offer a freshness to our country’s landscape. They bring back a
sense of place to the home and are an important and ever-increasing movement in
residential architecture.

What is it about old houses that people love so much? Is it the wooden floor boards, wavy glass, pleasing propor-
tions, or warming hearth? They may love the integrity, craftsmanship, and harmony found in antique houses, but
the reality of restoring old structures for many is a daunting task. New old houses satisfy this insatiable appetite for
the past while offering all the amenities of today.

v Who May Enter?

Open to designers, architects and design/build builders willing to take on the task of creatively providing solutions
presented by a detailed “design program” derived from a fictitious client and building site. The winning design will
be marketed nationally in Restore Media's New-0ld House with plan sales profits shared with the designer.

v Where and When?

The LIVE Design Challenge will take place at the Navy Pier in Chicago during the Traditional Building Show exhibit hall
hours on April 6-8, 2006. As a participant, you will be busily working for two-days at locations where conference atien-
dees may observe and interact with you. This is a prime opportunity to exhibit your talents to thousands of potential clients.

v+ How to Enter?

To qualify for the Traditional Building Design Challenge you must submit an application and up to 3 portfolios of your
work. Portfolio submissions should include renderings, images, or photos of specific projects that reflect your expe-
rience and knowledge of the traditionally-inspired movement. To download a Traditional Building Design Challenge
application, please visit www.raditionalbuildingshow.com or call 866.566.7840, ext 112 to receive it by fax or email.

For information please contact:

Steven Mickley
The American Institute of Building Design
phone: 800.366.2423
email: steve.mickley@aibd.org
1 n

52 W

Visit www.traditionalbuildingshow.com for more details!
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Soak Royally

For the bathroom restoration
with no limits, Clawfoot
Supply has added a few
luxury, hand-cast bronze tubs
to their line of reproductions.
The Byzantine Royal Dual
Bath has a spacious interior
big enough for two and is
hammered and polished by
hand. It holds 70 gallons of
water and weighs 585
pounds; cost is $31,500
(including shipping). Visit their
website for more information:
www.clawfootsupply.com, or
call (877) 682-4192 for a
brochure. Circle 10 on the
resource card.

A Fitting Faucet

Looking for a faucet with modern tech-
nology but old-fashioned style to
update your 1930s bathroom? The
Fairmont two-handie, center-set lava-
tory faucet from Danze features tra-
ditional styling and comes in a variety
of finishes. Pictured in chrome, it has
a suggested retail price of $285; see
www.danze.com for a store locator.
Circle 11 on the resource card.

Sink into Tradition
Soapstone, traditionally
used for countertops
across New England
owing to its durability and
local availability, can now
grace your old house in
the form of a sink.
Farmhouse sinks from
Tulikivi of Finland, the
world’'s largest quarrier
of soapstone, are avail-
able in single or double
bowl styles. The 32" sin-
gle sink pictured sells for
$1.400. Call (800) THE-
FIRE to find a dealer near
you, or visit Tulikivi’s web-
site, wwwv.tulikivi.com.
Circle 12 on the resource
card.
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Glass Act

By 1900, leaded glass in floral patterns graced the decorative win-
dows of houses large and smalll. Today original glass is often missing,
and antiques can be hard to find. If you're looking to restore stained
glass in your home or just hang a fitting ornament before an old win-
dow, check out the offerings from Meyda Tiffany, all hand-crafted
using copper foil construction. The Tulips and Fleurs window pictured
measures 26" by 14" and retails for $189.95. See more designs on
the company’s website at www.Meyda.com, or call (800) 222-4009.
Mevyda also does custom work and makes transoms and sidelights.
Circle 13 on the resource card.

Clever Camouflage
It's sometimes difficult to keep modern
fixtures, such as a heating return vent or
a recessed light, from sticking out like a
sore thumb against the backdrop of an
i old house. Beaux-Artes can help. It offers
/ Hearthwarming medallion covers and grilles in a variety of
styles, sizes, and looks (33 finishes; the
gold gilt costs extra)—including some
recreations of historic Tuttle and Bailey
grilles—to complement an array of archi-
tectural styles. The Victorian medallion
pictured costs $28; the Louis XIV grille
in an 8” by 10" size is $64. View their line
of architectural products at www.beaux-
artes.com, or call (410) 867-0790 for a
catalog. Circle 15 on the resource card.

Having a hard time finding a screen for your mid-19th-
century, curved-top mantel? This Ornate Firescreen
| from designer Pamela Worley, with its graceful yet
simple lines, could suit a variety of old houses. The sub-
stantive screen weighs 40 pounds and comes in a gold
finish. Retail price is $1,200; visit www.pamelawor-
ley.com for more information. Circle 14 on the resource
card.
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Outside the Old House

The more
you know
the less it

Lead and Soil

y friend Linda was understandably
enthusiastic about moving. Her "new"
home was an older, country house in a

can hurt bucolic setting where she and her hus-
you band could raise homegrown vegetables,
a few chickens, and their new baby, Adam. Two years later,
the family was moving again. The reason for the dramatic
stles Ry turnaround was lead, but the source of the problem wasn'’t
interior paint—a common issue in older homes, and one
that’s been widely publicized for the dangers it poses to
children. Linda's lead was in the soil around her house.
Lead can damage almost every organ in the body, and
children are most susceptible to its adverse effects because
they incorporate the element into their growing bodies. As
nearly every old-house owner knows, lead poisoning in
children can cause learning disabilities, stunted growth,
and even death. What they may not realize is that, like lead
in interior finishes, lead in soil may also pose health prob-
lems—when kids eat it, for example, or don’t wash up well
enough after playing outdoors. Fortunately, applying some
straightforward methods for evaluating and mitigating
lead-in-soil conditions can go a long way in reducing the potential for problems. Old lead-based
paint can leach
= lead into the
| Understanding the Problem surrounding soil
Evidence of old At Adam’s one-year checkup, Linda's pediatrician discovered elevated lead levels in the  via improper
| -orchards. like boy’s blood, prompting him to ask about the age and nature of Linda’s house. In testing the ~ rémoval meth-
the rickety Syan i S . : x ods or exposure
rews fiate: building, the high readings near the entrance pointed to the soil outside as the source,and 45 the elements
spotlights one when the soil was tested, it was shown to harbor lead levels of more than 2,000 ppm (parts  over time. The
risk faf:tﬂ"i lead  per million)—much higher than the 10 to 50 ppm found naturally. ::ﬂ:g‘r“s";z:ican
z;snﬁro:‘ezrly Elevated levels of lead in soil stem from decades of the element’s use in paints, pesti- b Gananlall
| 2oth-century cides, and gasoline. Because lead pretty much stays put in soil, it remains in the ground  to children.
pesticide. around some houses despite the fact that lead-containing products have been banned for

decades. Certain situations warrant testing for
lead. Any house built before 1978 (the date after
which lead pigments were eliminated in com-
mon paints) may hold lead in surrounding soil
from exterior paint that was scraped off, or that
flaked or washed away over time. Houses on or
near old farms that once grew fruits, vegetables,
or cotton also are at increased risk because lead
arsenate was commonly used as an insecticide
in the early 20th century. In addition, houses
close to busy roads can harbor elevated levels
from automobile exhausts that formerly spewed
combustion by-products of leaded gasoline.
Even some new houses can be prone to soil lead

ALL PHOTOS BY LEE REICH
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Outside the Old House
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l
|

if they were built over a previous
home site, like the McMansions
sprouting nationwide over tear-
downs of more modest old houses.

Because lead in soil does not
tend to migrate, it is important to
test each potential problem area
separately. For example, if exteri-
or lead paint is one potential
source of the problem, take soil
samples at varying distances from
the house—in the first 3’, between
3’and 15’,and at 30’ Draw several
samples at each distance, combine
and mix them (to equalize any
variations), then take from this

composited sample the amount needed for testing. If there’s evidence of an orchard too,
then follow the same procedure around the trees at varying distances as well. It’s also a
good idea to test the soil’s pH, because acidity can influence how much ingested lead reach-
es the bloodstream. Many private soil testing laboratories, as well as state laboratories

(located at state universities), test for lead in soil.

Taking Action

How do you deal with a home that has high levels of lead in surrounding soil? Moving, as
Linda did, is one way, but certainly not the only way. The approach you take should factor
in the level of contamination and the individuals at risk. Because kids play in soil, homes

Best Ways to Test

Getting accurate soil samples can be a challenge because, even for a
modest-sized problem area of 100 square feet, the amount of soil used
for a test will only be about two cups’ worth—or representative of about
.002 percent of the top 6" of the ground. When you think of it this way,
it's easy to understand why it's so important to composite the samples
you take in each area in order to get accurate results.

A test area should be relatively uniform. Where obvious differences
in soil or topography exist, you should subdivide these spots into sepa-
rate testing areas. To avoid non-representative samples, take a half-
dozen specimens from random spots within the designated area.
Remove surface debris like compost, sod, or plant residues, then make a
hole to sampling depth—for lead you should sample the top inch, then
the top 6" of soil, separately—but don‘t use this first bit of soil for your
specimen. Instead, take a slice, uniformly thick from top to bottom, from
along the edge of the hole you just made. You could also use a soil
probe.

Gather specimens from each test area and depth into a separate
clean plastic bucket. Thoroughly mix them together, crumbling the soil
while discarding stones, sticks, insects, and other debris. Spread the soil
out on a clean baking pan to air dry for a day, then remove two cups for
testing. Throughout sample preparation, it's important to avoid contami-
nation from either your hands or dirty utensils. Follow any packing

| instructions supplied by the testing laboratory, and label the 1” and 6"
| depth samples from each area—making a note for yourself of their loca-

tion on your property.

with children face the most
stringent guidelines. HUD and
EPA both allow an uppermost
limit of 400 ppm of lead in bare
soil where children play, 1,200
ppm otherwise. Emotions run
high on the subject of lead con-
tamination, but remember:
There is no automatic relation-
ship between environmental
lead levels and those found in
children because several miti-
gating factors—like good nutri-
tion and hand washing—reduce
lead’s absorption or uptake.
There are a number of
approaches you can take for
dealing with lead levels above
the 400 ppm guideline. For levels
between 400 and 1,200 ppm,
keeping soil in place or putting
some sort of barrier between
small, human hands (or clothes)
and the soil is a viable safeguard.
Establishing a dense lawn, for

Building raised
vegetable beds
filled with clean,

uncontaminated
soil is one
approach to gar-
dening when
lead levels are
high. As long as
deep tillage is
avoided, produce
remains un-
tainted.
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advertisement

Lately, | have

noticed quite a
few newspapers and
magazines praising a
polish formulated by
a homemaker. The
articles report that
Donna Maas grew
frustrated with rubbing
and scrubbing her
silver, brass and other
metals only to see
them  quickly
become dull
and tarnished
again. Determined to put an end to her
constant battle with tarnish, Donna
formulated a metal cleaner and it's transform-
ing the industry.

Anita Gold, nationally syndicated columnist
and expert on the restoration of antiques calls
MAAS (named after its inventor) "The best and
most amazing polish in the world" Ms. Gold
wrote in her column, "A truly miraculous
polish referred to as "miracle polish" that'll turn
the most disastrous pieces into the most de-
bright-ful is MAAS Fine Polishing Creme For Al
Metals, which cleans, restores, preserves and
polishes to perfection any brass, copper,
chrome, silver, stainless steel, aluminum, gold
or any other metal with amazing results - no
matter how badly stained, spotted, discolored,
flood-damaged, weathered, dirty, dingy, drab,
or dull they may be""

Since | had an old brass lamp in desperate
need of restoration, this journalist decided to
put MAAS to the test. The lamp had been
stored in the garage and was in far worse
condition than | remembered. | was flabber-
gasted as | watched the polish wipe away
layers and years of tarnish. Never have | used
anything so easy. The lamp actually looks
better than when | purchased it. Better yet,
months later it's still glowing!

The polish worked so effortlessly, |
decided to refurbish my mother's
antique brass and copper cookware.
The badly stained pots and pans
developed black spots that had been
impossible to remove. MAAS wiped
away years of built-up residue even |
from the most discolored pieces. |
While polishing, | noticed MAAS |
applying a shine on the stainless steel

The Good Housekeeping Institute recom-
mends MAAS for restoring heavily tarnished
heirlooms stating, "MAAS cleans best and
gives lasting results” The Miami Herald says,
"Polishing product can renew old silver" And
The Chicago Tribune headline sums it all up
by proclaiming "One Amazing Polish Is The
Best At Everything”

How did a homemaker come up with
something the industry's experts couldn't?
The reporter in me had to find out.

During our interview Donna
explained, "l enjoy the warmth that
beautifully polished metals
add to a home. However, -4
not the hours it took to '\
keep them tarnish free. The |\
harsh cleaners left my hands
dry and burning - one
instant silver dip smelled so
bad | felt sick. When | read
the label, | discovered it
contained  cancer-causing \
ingredients. | never realized |
was using a dangerous
substance on my silverware - | serve
food with itl That's when | became
determined to find a better way to
care for the metals in my home”

And that she did. Her formula developed
with a chemist friend, has a mild scent and
feels like a hand cream. It's non-flamable,
highly concentrated and leaves a deep, rich
one-of-a-kind luster beyond anything I've
ever seen.

“To my surprise’ Donna reveals, "the
formula far exceeded my original goal. MAAS
completely renovated a sun-damaged
fiberglass boat, removed residue from glass
fireplace doors, polished up clouded crystal
and glass vases, wiped scuffs and stains from
linoleum, plastic lawn furniture - it even
reconditioned a Plexiglas windshield. The
restorations were so remarkable everyone
suggested that | sell my invention

on television”, -

AFTER | BEFORE

sink. WOW! The shine is unbelievable
and although | wash dishes every day, the
shine keeps-on-shining. And it's no longer
covered with ugly waterspots - water just rolls
off the protective finish and down the drain.

Donna sent samples of her polish to
televised shopping channels and both QVC
and Home Shopping Network asked Donna
to personally appear on TV to demonstrate

Circle no. 224

her product. Within minutes of Donna's first
appearance the phones lit up with hundreds
waiting on line to place their orders. As soon
as viewers saw how effortlessly MAAS
removed tarnish, stubborn spots, and stains
from the piles of badly oxidized metals on
stage - MAAS hit big time. 17,000 viewers
called during MAAS' debut and encore
performances quickly brought a million
dollars in record-breaking sales.
Sheila Oetting in Florida wrote Donna
saying, "Thank you, for a wonderful
product! Family treasures with 30 years
of tarnish, grime and
corrosion are gleaming. I'm
so thrilled to see the
beauty that had been
hidden all those years"

Leona Toppel, was
about to throw away a
brass  chandelie. "No

amount of elbow grease
could shine it up. With very
little effort (a big plus since |
suffer from arthritis) MAAS made
that chandelier look like new. It's
been years and to everyone's
surprise it's still glowing.”
Boeing and McDonnell Douglas
tested and approved the polish for use on jet
aircraft. The US. Air Force, Army, Navy, Coast
Guard and Department of Defense worldwide
have ordered MAAS. If every branch of our
military is using this polish to pass inspection,
imagine what it will do for your home.

"MAAS outperforms every cleaning
product I've tried" Donna beams with satisfac-
tion. "So if you're as tired as | was of cleaning
metals just to see tarnish reappear a few
weeks later, MAAS it!"

At Last, A Polish That
Keeps Metals Shining!

Finally, you can restore silver, brass, copper,
stainless..every metal and more to their
original beauty with MAAS easy wipe-on,
wipe-off, no-wait polish.

Send only $12.95 plus $2.95 shipping and
handling for one large 4 oz tube of MAAS
Polishing Creme. Save $8 when you order
two tubes and receive a FREE polishing cloth
(total value $33.85) for only $19.95 plus $4.95

shipping and handling. IL residents please

add 7.75% sales tax. Mail your order to:

MAAS - DEPT OH1105
7101 Adams Street, Suite 3

Willowbrook, IL 60527-8432
(Please make checks payable to MAAS)

Order online at www.maasinc.com
Money Back Guarantee



Ooutside the Old House

A soil probe

helps facilitate
| even sampling
and makes the
testing process
easier. Careful
sampling is key
to identifying
whether a prob-

lem exists and
provides a blue-
print for any
necessary miti-
gation.
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example, keeps contaminated soil from being tracked indoors on shoes and also acts as a
barrier to small hands. In areas where trees create too much shade and root competition
for a solid lawn, you can substitute a thick, shade-loving groundcover like pachysandra.You
can also lay landscape fabric, topped with wood chips, on the ground to establish a barri-
er in sun or shade. In flower and shrub beds, maintaining a permanent mulch of leaves,
straw, or other organic material is also effective. Avoid any tillage. If elevated lead levels are
confined to certain areas—near house walls, for example, from past use of lead paint—
you can exclude children from those places with fencing or by planting prickly shrubs.

Lead is not a plant nutrient, so roots take up very lit-
tle of the metal. The hazard from growing edible plants
in lead-rich soil comes from earth that clings to root veg-
etables or adheres to the leaves of lettuce and leafy
greens. Eating vegetables, fruits, or herbs grown in soils
with lead levels as high as 1,000 ppm shouldn't present a
hazard as long as root vegetables are well-scrubbed or
peeled, and leafy vegetables are washed well. Even soil
lead levels above 3,000 ppm shouldn’t pose a risk for
fruits and vegetables that grow tall or that have smooth
skins, which limit the chances of holding airborne parti-
cles. (Nonetheless, bringing this soil indoors on clothes,
shoes, and hands still presents a hazard.) An alternate
gardening approach appropriate for any level of lead in
soil is to construct raised vegetable beds and fill them
with new, uncontaminated soil. Avoid deep tillage, which
would bring lead-rich soil to the surface.

Lead can exist in more than one form in the soil,and
all forms aren’t equally able to find their way into our
bloodstreams when ingested. Dr. Rufus Chaney, along
with co-workers at the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
has developed a method of "deactivating” soil lead. This
bioremediation entails tilling large amounts of compost rich in both iron and phosphorus
into the soil. You need about five pounds of compost per square foot, or an 8” depth, plus
you must add limestone or wood ashes to make the soil more alkaline. These treatments
have reduced lead bioavailability by more than 50 percent and work in soil with lead levels
up to 2,000 ppm. Granted, this bioremediation requires a large amount of compost, but the
process is a one-time deal. In addition to deactivating the lead, it also creates a very rich
soil that, in turn, nourishes dense grass growth that helps keep the soil in place.

Dr. Chaney is exploring the possibility of specially formulating composts for lead
remediation. Municipal composts from sewage treatment plants work well because iron is
added during processing to separate phosphorus and prevent it from entering waterways;
your backyard compost isn't rich enough in iron and phosphorus to effect this level of lead
remediation.

One final way to deal with lead in soil is to remove all the surface soil and replace it
with a clean layer—what I call the Herculean Approach because it's so labor-intensive.
Thankfully, there are many other options to consider before this act of last resort—or
moving like Linda did. &

Lee Reich, PhD, gardens around an old house in New Paltz, New York, and is the author of
Uncommon Fruits for Every Garden (Timber Press, 2004) and Weedless Gardening
(Workman Publishing, 2001).
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For a related story
online, see “Looking
Out for Lead Paint.” ‘
Just click to “The
Magazine” section,

and go to the alpha-
betical list of recent |
features. ‘
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& ABATRON, INC.

Since 1959 For FREE CATALOG Call 1

Restoration and Maintenance
Products

Specified by U.S. Government Agencies,
Architects & Contractors

Abatron Systems
meet and surpass standards for wood,
stone, concrete and metal restoration.
They are based on epoxies, urethanes
and other polymers, and have an exten-
sive range of properties.
Some of the most popular products:

Wood Restoration

WoodEpox: structural adhesive paste fills
and replaces missing wood. It is applied in
any thickness, and can be sawn, nailed,
stained and worked like wood.

LiquidWood: restores structural strength to
rotted wood.

Both products permanently restore struc-
tures, windows, columns, statuary, boats,
etc., and impart water and insect resistance.

Concrete, Stone, Masonty
Restoration

AboCrete permanently repairs and resur-
faces concrete driveways, pool decks,
loading docks, warehouses, etc.
AboWeld 55-1, a sag-resistant version of
AboCrete, excels on stairs, statuary and
vertical surfaces.

AboWeld 8005-6 bonds new concrete to
old concrete permanently.

AboCoat & Abothane Series: floor,

wall, tank and tub coatings. Solvent,
water and solventless systems.

Abodet Series of structural crack-injection
resins. Wide range of properties.

Moldmaking & Casting
Compounds

MasterMold 12-3: non-toxic polyurethane
paste for making flexible molds of architec-
tural components, capitals, statuary, reliefs,
etc. Great dimensional memory. Reuseable.
MasterMold 12-8: liquid version of
MasterMold 12-3.

AboCast 4-4: liquid moldmaking and cast-
ing compound. Machinable.

WoodCast: lightweight interior and
exterior casting compound.

AboCast 8: versatile clear casting compound.

Structural Adhesives, Sealants
& Caulks: wide selection for most
environments.

AboJet for structural ABATRON euerywhere .in all kinds of packaging.
crack-injection

5501-95th Ave., Dept. OH, Kenosha, WI 53144 Tel: 262-653-2000 1-800-445-1754 Fax: 262-653-2019

Website: www.abatron.com ISO 9001:2000 Registered Circle no. 228




Millwork

by the Book

Understanding historic catalog designs helps with
buying stylistically appropriate parts.

By Brent Hull

In the 1860s,
Hinkle & Co. of
Cincinnati offered
a page of stair
millwork parts,
including this
selection of
octagonal
newels, the kind
seen in old
houses of all ilk
from the era.

a1r

ike boatbuilding, stair building has always been one of

the pinnacles of the carpenter’s art. Stairs are demand-

ing to build because they must be strong and com-

posed of many precisely dimensioned parts. For exam-

ple, making the moulded handrail for a wreathed
(curved) staircase demands proficiency in solid geometry as well
as advanced joinery skills. As is the case with other types of fine
interior woodwork, staircases have long been stylistic features in a
house. The elegant turned outlines of Colonial balusters, the intri-
cate ornament of Victorian newel posts, and even the simple lines
of Arts & Crafts-era staircases are all characteristic of each period.
In staircase restoration of any sort, getting these details right is an
important part of the job.

Along with porch parts, decorative staircase parts were among
the many millwork items mass-produced and sold by catalog by
the 1850s (see “Porch Details by the Book;” March/April 2004). One
way to help choose the most histori-
cally appropriate stair parts today is
to study the myriad designs and
models available in millwork cata-
logs of the past—the original source
behind vast numbers of staircases
still at work in old houses.

STAIRCASE BASICS

Even 150 years ago millwork cata-
logs were selling tools, and each cat-
alog tried to cover a wide range of
tastes to appeal to the greatest num-
ber of builders and homeowners.
Individual parts were rarely labeled
according to a particular style
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When Rochester,
New York, nurs-
eryman Patrick
Barry built an
Italian Villa man-
sion in 1855,
designed by the
famous planbook
architect
Gervase Wheeler,
he set off the
entrance hall
with a long stair-
case replete with
octagonal newel
and balusters.

PHOTO BY ANDY OLENICK



Stair brackets
are decorative
cutouts that are
applied under the
treads of open
string stairs and
a popular mill-
work embellish-
ment in all eras.

Like their newels,
the 1860s balus-
ters from Hinkle
& Co. run from
simple turnings
to turned and
octagonal pat-
terns, some
strikingly similar
to the Barry
house balusters.




This open string
staircase identi-
fies common
railing features
(easing and
ramp) and shows
the use of brack-
ets (C and D), a
railing swan neck
(above ramp),
and an angle
newel (top of
stairs).

After 1880, mill-
work made the
most of machine
power to pro-
duce designs
ranging from
round newels
turned in the
Eastlake vein

(which increased the risk of making
designs appear passé when fashions
changed) and were often popular across
many eras. Nonetheless, it’s still possible to
organize them into four general stylistic
groups: Mid-Century, Victorian, Colonial
Revival, and Arts & Crafts Inspired. All
four eras use basically the same compo-
nents—newel posts, balusters, and rail-
ings—that were configured or created in
different ways, depending upon the tech-
nological capabilities and tastes of the

time. A grasp of some fundamental stair
nomenclature also helps:

Open stringer/closed stringer In
an open stringer staircase, the stringers or
strings—inclined members that support
the steps—are exposed on one side. With
closed stringer staircases, they are
enclosed (often by walls).

Starting newel/angle newel The
newel is the first or main starting post in
the staircase—a large, prominent feature
usually on the first step. It may also be fol-
lowed by one or more angle newels where
the staircase turns a corner.

Balustrade Balusters are the turned
or square-edged vertical spindles rising
from each step to support the handrail. In
combination, these parts are called the
balustrade.

Mid-Century (1850 to 1870)
Gothic Revival, Italian, Second Empire

The first wave of mass-produced catalog
millwork was made possible not only by
advances in machine woodwork produc-
tion and printing but also railroad ship-
ping. These innovations coincided with
the vogue for Italian- and Second Empire-
style houses, as well as the increased atten-
tion to the decorative possibilities of halls
and staircases, all of which were popular-
ized by the new architectural planbooks.
Newels Newels ranging from plain,
turned posts to large, square boxes built up
from hardwoods were recommended by

PHOTO BY ANDY OLENICK

Above: Almost
modest in its
ornament for a
Victorian stair-
case is this
wreathed exam-
ple with a richly
carved newel
and straightfor-
ward balustrade.

(left) to square
posts rife with
Colonial carvings.
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By the 1890s,
millwork catalogs
offered straight
balusters in
almost every
possible permu-
tation of the
woodturners’ art,
from basic ogee
curves to compli-
cated spindles.

tastemakers of the 1850s. Turned octago-
nal newels are very common in houses
across all styles by the 1860s and echo the
popularity of this geometric form during
the era. The design of Italian houses often
played off the interplay of circles and
straight lines, and hints of this motif show
up in staircase millwork, too.

Balusters Often diminutive forms of
newels, octagonal or otherwise, they may
be embellished with carvings or simply
turned.

Railings Railings are moulded, often
of black walnut, and designed to mate with
newel tops if turned.

Victorian (1870 to 1910)
Queen Anne, Eastlake, Stick,
Folk Victorian

In the Victorian
era, new technolo-
gy affected stair-
case design. In-
creasingly sophis-
ticated power
woodworking
machinery  not
only made possi-
ble more elaborate
carvings and turn-
ings, it also made
them less expen-
sive and more

Making
balustrades with
members other
than spindles
was an option in
the 1850s but
really took off
after 1880 with
the profusion of
ready-made cata-
log parts.

widely available.
Like mantels, Victorian staircases became
a place to show off manufacturing ability
and money.

Newels Victorian staircases start
proudly with an elaborate newel, which is
invariably highly detailed. Covered with
embellishments—sometimes from a
mixed bag of stylistic idioms—the most
ornate examples are wonderfully rich with
worked turnings and chamfers or applied
carvings and rosettes. Newels with deeply
turned balls or beaded decoration may
show a geometrical influence associated
with Eastlake furniture styling.

Balusters Victorian baluster designs
span a wide range of turnings, square and
tapered supports, and combinations of
both. Sometimes the balustrade is not

For a list of
SUPPLIERS,
see page 86.
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The early Colonial
Revival move-
ment’s reverence
for pre-industrial
woodworking
skill produced a
vogue for hyper-
turned twisted
balusters, which
were, of course,
mass-produced.

Generally, there
are two balus-
ters to a step,
but when the run
exceeds 107,
three balusters
often look better.
Steep stairs,
such as those
showwn here,
sometimes dic-
tate a single
baluster.

composed of true balusters but is instead
an assemblage of horizontal and vertical
members that forms a decorative grille.
Railings Handrails are also more
elaborate, with decorative beads and coves
along the sides below the basic face
moulds. Oak is highly popular, as it is for
all woodwork, but yellow pine is also sold.

Colonial Revival (1880 to Present)
Georgian Revival, Queen Anne, Shingle

and cameos applied to the sides.

Balusters Colonial-influenced balus-
ters are typically turned on a lathe and
very thin. (Remember, turning was a
favorite woodworking technique for furni-
ture makers of the 18th century.) They use
classical shapes for the patterns, and on
very high-style homes, there may be more
than one style of baluster in a balustrade.
By the 1890s, mass production made pos-
sible a fashion for the complex turnings of
twisted balusters that appeared in many
architect-designed houses. Open-string
stairs, where the balustrade could be fea-
tured to best advantage, often varied
baluster patterns and spacing.

Railings The spiral volute that starts
many classically inspired staircases goes
back at least as far as the Greek Revival
designs of Asher Benjamin and is a hall-
mark of 20th-century Colonial Revival
staircases. Equally characteristic are rail-
ings that approach a newel in a curve
(called a ramp when vertical), a swan neck
(a ramp mitered to a short, level length of
railing), or an easing (a change in direc-
tion from level).

Arts & Crafts Inspired (1900 to 1940)
Bungalow, Foursquare, Tudor Revival

PHOTO BY ANDY OLENICK
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For a related story online, see “Stairs with a
Twist.” Just click to “The Magazine” section,
and go to the alphabetical list of recent fea-
tures.
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The earliest true Colonial staircases from
the pre-revolutionary period are almost
exclusively functional. Often steep stairs
that run to an attic, they are typically pan-
eled or boxed-in with no balustrade and
possibly a few small turnings at the top.
The Colonial stairways most admired
today are from the Georgian and Federal
period (about 1725 to 1820) and based on
classical proportions and motifs. As rein-
vented for the Colonial Revival style, they
are ubiquitous to the point of being a
cliché but nonetheless admirable for their
complexity and enduring popularity.
Newels Compared to Victorian stair-
cases, Colonial Revival newels are rela-
tively simple, often resembling a large
baluster. Square newels were also widely
sold, especially during the 19th and
early 20th century, but here the Colonial
influence is readily identified by
Georgian/Adam ornaments, such as urn-
like turnings on the tops or carved swags

Unlike the heyday of the Victorian era in the
1890s, when embellished wood decorated
almost every surface of a house, by the turn

Often used in other eras, the parts of a
Colonial Revival railing are the volute (top),
easing (left), and swan or goose neck (right).

www.oldhousejournal.com
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of the 20th century the Arts & Crafts move-
ment was introducing new design ideas and
alternate materials, such as tile, metal, and
exposed brick on fireplaces. Innovative
staircases in landmark Arts & Crafts build-
ings like Red House (designed for William
Morris by his friend Phillip Webb) and the
Gamble House (designed by the brothers
Greene) left their mark on stair millwork
for decades to come.

Newels Like the furniture, most Arts
& Crafts staircases are, at first glance, clean,
unornamented, and deceptively simple.
[deally, there is no carving or other orna-
ment, and what decoration does exist is
meant to appear structural—for example,
the workings of mortise-and-tenon joints
or other connections. The square-topped
newel ringed with a shallow moulding like

www.oldhousejournal.com

the brim of a hat is, fittingly, nearly ubiqui-
tous in Foursquare houses.

Balusters Balusters are square-
edged and unadorned. Sometimes you see
tapered sides, cutouts, or fretwork in wide,
flat balusters. Treads might be dominated
by a single board baluster as wide as 7”, or
pairs that alternate between 4”-wide
boards and narrow 7/8”-square sticks.

Railings Typically bearing little or
no moulding, handrails are very smooth
and merely rounded at the upper corners,
often looking proto-Modern in the most
high-style examples. m

Brent Hull is the author of Historic
Millwork (John Wiley, 2003) and the prin-
cipal at Hull Historical Inc. in Fort Worth,
Texas; www.hullhistorical.com.

The straight-line styling of Arts &
Crafts woodwork, such as these 1927
newels, remained popular for kit and
builder-style houses of all kinds long
after the bungalow years.

Although the
simple, severe
surfaces of Arts
& Crafts mill-
work appear lim-
iting. they actual-
ly opened up pos-
sibilities for cre-
ative staircase
designs, such as
this distinctive
stepped railing
and floor-to-ceil-
ing newel.

Board balusters with cutout designs
are a centuries-old idea revived in the
Arts & Crafts movement by Philip
Webb’s staircase for Red House.
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The cordiess drill
market has
always been
global, but some
foreign makes,
such as Metabo
from Germany,
are only now
becoming famil-
iar in the States.

oday, you'd be hard-pressed
to find an old-house owner
who doesn’t capitalize on
the current cornucopia of
cordless implements. As [
write from my 1778 farm-
house, I sit at my laptop computer attached
wirelessly to the Internet with my cordless
phone at my side. If I launch into any one
task on my long old-house to-do list, I will
have a cordless drill nearby. If the drill
conks out on me, however, I'll face the
challenge of deciding what to buy, given
that over just three years, the choice of
manufacturers, tool types, battery tech-
nologies, and product options can shift
dramatically. Because it’s easy to get
bogged down by too many choices, here’s a

The Low Dowvwn on

Cordless-
Drills

BOSCH

With 1/2" chucks
and increased
battery capacity,
the latest cord-
less hammer
drills like the
24-volt Bosch
Bluecore can do
work that used
to be possible
only with a
power cord.

From drivers to ham-
mers, the tool market
keeps morphing in its
quest for ever more
portable power.



Higher voltage.
as in the 18-volt
Fein Handy-
master drill, not
only equates to
more power but
also a heavier
duty tool that's
necessary for
lots of large-scale
boring.

short course on the most important points
to consider if you'll be shopping for a cord-
less drill anytime soon.

PRODUCT PRIMER

Before you start crunching numbers for
individual tools, it pays to get a handle on
the variety of cordless drill types now sold.

Drill/drivers are the most common,
all-purpose choice. They are equipped to
accept drill bits for boring holes, as well as
driver heads for fastening, and are avail-
able in models ranging from 9.6 volts to
19.2 volts to support almost any need. A
drill/driver’s gears are always engaged,
so when the tool strains you can
squeeze the trigger harder to speed up
the motor to increase torque. Or, you can
switch to a lower gear (low speed) or
adjust the clutch setting if youre doing
repetitive fastening.

Some applications need more
mechanical advantage, such as driving in
hundreds of screws as fast as possible or
drilling into masonry. Because so many
households now have cordless drills, man-
ufacturers are supplying cordless tools for
specialized purposes or repetitive condi-
tions to make our lives easier.

Impact drivers (also called stick
drivers) are designed for fastening.
Although there are adapters for drilling,
theyre not practical for this application.
Impact drivers have lower voltage and are

light and compact but deliver a lot of
torque. They are tailor-made for
“easy” fastening, such as screwing
down deck boards or making and
installing cabinets. Their compact size
makes them easy to maneuver in tight
spaces. The impact action stems from how
the tool is engineered to make small
turns in rapid succession, allowing it to
deliver a lot of torque—sometimes twice
as much as a larger tool. Impact drivers
usually have the speed control in the
trigger, allowing the user to vary the
power precisely.

:*‘

Today's light-
weight cordless
tools are
ergonomically
designed to limit
fatigue while
providing more
control, comfort
and safety.

Clutch settings,
like the ones on
this Ryobi model,
regulate torque
and are ideal for
precision driving
applications, such
as drilling holes
for lag-bolts.




Hammer drill/drivers add a percus-
sion action to assist the drill/driver in
going through masonry and cement. In
the tool’s drive train are two gears shaped
like poker chips, with teeth that work over
each other to create a bouncing, up-and-
down action in each stroke. In most prod-
ucts, you can switch the hammer action off
at the clutch, thereby turning the tool into

Impact drivers
are tailor-made
for working in
tight spaces.
Their compact
size makes them
easy to maneu-
ver yet they still
deliver a lot of
torque for driv-
ing, sometimes
twice as much as
a larger tool.

RIDGID
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aregular drill/driver, so that it can be your
everyday drill if you have masonry and
light concrete work in your mix.

SIZING UP THE SPECS
Comparing the technical specifications for
cordless drills can be daunting. It’s truly a
numbers game with manufacturers con-
stantly working to outdo one another.

Combo kits
contain multiple
tools with two
batteries and a
charger. The kits,
which are
sweeping the
cordless market,
allow different
tools to use the
same battery
pack.

Bigger is not always better, and some specs,
such as speed and torque, are inversely
related to each other. You may be making
trade-offs depending on which character-
istic is most important to you. Here’s a run-
down of the most common specs and what
they mean in practical terms.

Voltage is one of the most familiar
and prominently marketed features asso-
ciated with cordless tools. In simple
terms, volts are the force with which elec-
tricity flows from point A to point B, and
while voltage is technically only part of the
measurement of electrical power (watts),
it is often an indication of the tool’s brawn.
The higher the voltage is, the bigger the
battery pack and motor must be, resulting
in a heavier (and usually larger) tool. A 12-
volt or 14.4-volt drill/driver weighs around
four pounds, whereas most 18-volters are
more than six pounds. Big voltage is neces-
sary if you're doing a lot of wood or timber
boring or if you want the extra power to
put down 100 decking screws. For tougher
or longer jobs, more voltage means the
drill doesn’t have to work as hard as a
lower voltage tool doing the same task. If
youre not putting the tool through its
paces all day long and body fatigue is a
concern, most homeowners (and many
contractors) meet their needs very well
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with 12-volt or 14.4-volt models.

Torque is not marketed as deliberate-
ly as voltage, but it’s another critical spec to
consider. Torque output in cordless tools is

measured in inch-pounds and is a num-
ber that denotes the amount of force
available to produce torsion or rota-
tion—literally twisting. Ample torque
is always a good thing because,
whether you are boring holes or driv-
ing fasteners, you want enough twist-
ing force to get the screw or bit into
the material. The catch is each manu-
facturer rates torque differently. Many
go for the highest number, known as

‘hard joint’ or ‘hard case’ torque—the

amount of torque the tool exerts when

i’s pushed to its performance limit.

Most of us don’t use a tool that way.

What we're interested in is ‘soft joint’

or ‘soft case’—real-world running

torque, which allows the tool to continue
when it encounters resistance.

Speed, or the range of rpms (revolu-
tions per minute), is another useful rating
for sizing up the tool’s utility. Speed, how-
ever, is also an important factor in the
torque capacity of a cordless drill or driver.
Quality cordless drill/drivers have gearbox-
es with two (and sometimes three) sepa-
rate speed ranges that allow the user to
gear the tool up or down like a car’s trans-
mission for mechanical advantage. Slower
speed ranges are around 400 rpm to 500
rpm, providing increased torque for driv-
ing large screws or making large holes.
Higher speed ranges now reach 1,500 rpm
to 2,000 rpm for rapid fastening or drilling.
Some specialty products and lower priced
drills have a single speed range with the
trigger as the only control.

Most drills also have a variable speed

Weighing around
four pounds, a
12-volt drill/driver
is versatile
enough to meet
most home-
owners'’
needs, pro-
vided
they're not
putting the
tool
through its
paces all
day long.

The Better Battery Derby

The most common type of rechargeable
battery for cordless tools is made from
nickel cadmium components or NiCd
(pronounced ni-cad). NiCads offer 1.2 to
2.4 amp/hours of run time. Their biggest
drawback, aside from lower run-time, is
the environmental hazards they present
and the requirement that the nickel cad-
mium components be recycled.

Nickel metal hydride (NiMH) batter-
ies boast added energy for their weight
and can be disposed of with regular
refuse. Panasonic and Makita are the
primary tool manufacturers who have
picked up on this technology, which
offers 2.4 to 3.5 amp-hours—nearly
double that of most NiCd battery packs.

The wave of the future in battery
chemistry is definitely in Lithium-ion, a
technology that uses the metal lithium to

and don't have the overheating issues of
traditional batteries. Whether their sta-
bility is worth the added expense
remains to be seen, but most manufac-
turers will be introducing this technology
over the next 18 months.

Higher quality tools not only have
advanced battery packs but sophisticat-
ed chargers as well. Often referred to as
smart chargers, these devices are built
with computer chips that enable the
charger to read each cell in the battery
pack, charge and equalize them accord-
ingly, and thereby offer longer battery
life span. They also cut charging time
from a traditional two to three hours
down to an hour or less. These self-
diagnostic components delay charging if
the battery pack is too hot, have cooling
technology running during charging, and

MILWAUKEE

Lithium-ion battery technology,

build cells of high energy density deliv-
ering around three volts. Familiar to cell
phone users, these lightweight batteries
run longer and offer more constant
power than older technology that slows
and runs down at the end of a charge.
One Lithium-ion cell provides two and
one-half times the power of a standard
NiCd cell. They are also “cool charging”

www.oldhousejournal.com

stop charging or go into sleep mode
once the battery is fully charged.

You want to get the maximum
results and use from your battery, and
proper care plays a key role. Unless you
have a smart charger, don’t put a hot
battery in your charger or interrupt the
charge cycle. Also, be sure to let batter-
ies charge completely. The worst enemy

offered by Milwaukee after nine
years of research, provides the
power for their 28-volt hammer
drill/driver.

of battery life span is high heat or
extreme cold, so storing them in a tem-
perature-controlled environment, not a
truck or tool shed, will help your batter-
ies keep on charging.
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BOSCH

Below: Multiple
cells are wired
together to make
a rechargeable
battery. The

LirHiom=-1oN

MILWALKEE

Instead of bulk-
ing up on cells,
manufacturers
now seek more
power and per-
formance using
batteries built on
NiMH or Lithium-
ion chemistry
(top). or smart
chargers that
maonitor battery
condition.

plates where the
electrochemical
reaction occurs
are spiral-wound

feature. The more you squeeze the trigger,
the faster the drill spins. Variable speed is
usually associated with a break that stops
the chuck from turning as soon as you

and similar for all
three battery
types.

Positive terminal

Automatic
vent
mechanism

JOHN VAN PELT

Positive plate
Separators

Negative Negative plate

terminal
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release the trigger. This feature
allows you to get a screw or a drill
bit started, helps prevent over-
torquing (which can break the
head off a screw), and is also nice
for delicate work.

Clutch settings limit the
maximum amount of torque
exerted by the tool. Virtually all
cordless drill/drivers now have
anywhere from 12 to 25 clutch set-
tings. They assist the user in pre-
venting the drill from driving a
screw too far into soft wallboard,
mangling a screw's head by turn-
ing too fast, or breaking off a soft
metal, such as brass, by forcing it
through too much resistance.

Manufacturers tout that
more settings mean more precise
torque control. Professional users,
however, often say they rarely use
clutch settings and prefer to go by
the feel of the tool and their
familiarity with the materials.

Homeowners will probably want a tool
that falls somewhere in the middle. (I
would make myself crazy adjusting
through 25 settings!)

Chuck capacity indicates the largest
diameter bit shaft that a drill's chuck can
hold. Smaller (lower voltage) drill/drivers
are fitted with 3/8” capacity chucks, while
larger tools come standard with 1/2”
chucks. Once considered strictly industri-
al, a modern 1/2” chuck is ideal these days
because it can accommodate a greater
variety of bit sizes. Many manufacturers
have a ‘caming chuck’ or ‘ratcheting chuck’
that permits extra tightening of the bit,
making it more dependable and stable so
it won't skip when working through resist-
ance (using extra torque).

Weight is a hot topic of conversation
when shopping for cordless drill/drivers.
Although it’s primarily a function of total
voltage (the higher the voltage, the greater
the battery size and weight), higher power
components also require more heavy-duty
materials and more mass. An 18-volt pow-
erhouse needs a larger and therefore heav-
ier motor to support it; larger chucks
(going from 3/8” to 1/2”) need more and
heavier housings to control the additional
torque. The newest battery technology
boasts comparable weight to its lower volt-
age counterparts, but the tool itself must
be sturdier, and therefore weighs more, to
handle the additional power.

Other components to consider
include product housing, switches, bear-
ings and gears, and the motor and trans-
mission. More professional-grade prod-
ucts are designed for tougher conditions
and harsher use and usually have a hous-
ing that can survive at least a 10 drop test.
A dusty environment (and what old house
isn't dusty?) will take its toll on switches
and motors. Many manufacturers design
motor and gear housings to shield them
from dust and moisture. Look for tools
with heat shields and cooling fans for
motors if youre going to be running them
for extended hours. A high-powered
drill/driver needs a motor that won't burn
out from the additional power and a trans-
mission to keep up with the speed. It’s
worth doing some homework online or
talking to the manufacturers’ technical
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support people to find out about the many
specifications that are available and how
each manufacturer’s product differs.

HOW MUCH POWER?
Of course there wouldn’t be cordless tools
without rechargeable batteries. Battery
capacity is measured in ampere-hours
(Ah) or, to use a crude analogy, the quan-
tity of electricity that is delivered over a
period of time. For example, a car battery
rated at 10 Ah can deliver 10 amps for one
hour or one amp for 10 hours. In cordless
tools, the higher the amp-hour rating is,
the longer the tool will run per battery
charge. Any battery is actually a pack
comprised of multiple cells, each supply-
ing about 1.2 volts of electricity. Weight is
a factor of battery size because each one
of these cells adds mass. A 12-volt drill
has a 10-cell battery; a 24-volt tool has 20
cells—and twice the weight. Depending
on the battery technology, most battery
capacities run between 2.4 and 3.5 Ah.

No manufacturer is willing to say how
long a battery will last or how many times
you can charge it because that depends on
battery use and care. The average is 1,200
to 1,500 charge-discharge cycles. Some
batteries will fail at 500; some will go to
3,000. A high quality tool will probably
outlast its batteries, and then you'll need to
decide whether to buy more batteries
(anywhere from $25 to $100 each, de-
pending on the manufacturer) or spend
$80 more and upgrade your entire drill.

Cordless Drill Connection

I's a shame to
think we're living
in an age of dispos-
able tools. Some manufac-
turers offer new tools that use
older battery technology or one bat-
tery for their entire cordless line.

OTHER FEATURES
The warranty says a lot about a product.
The longer the warranty, the longer the
manufacturer expects the tool to last
without developing problems that the
company will have to pay for. Many
drill/drivers offer only one- to two-year
warrantees and some go to three; expect
different warrantees for the tool and its
battery.

Repairing old houses is demanding
enough that you don’t need to expend
energy on a tool that's hard to position,
doesn’'t adjust easily for settings or
changing bits, is difficult to fit into tight
spaces, or has switches that aren’t in the
right places for fingers to maneuver.
Assessing the ergonomics or the “hand”
of a tool is important. Carefully consider
how it fits your grip, balances in your
hand, and whether it allows your fingers
to reach switches and the battery release
easily. A comfortable grip and well-
distributed tool weight will make a big dif-
ference when youre holding a building
part in one hand and trying to maneuver a
drill with the other. Visit tool retailers
and actually feel different tools with dif-

‘Manufacturer Contact ] llmﬂ}ml
Bosch Tools www.boschtools.com; (877) 267-2499 Circle #16
Fein Power Tools www.feinus.com; (800) 441-9878 Circle #17
Hitachi Power Tools www.hitachi.us/powertools.com; (800) 829-4752  Circle #18
Makita Power Tools www.makittools.com; (714) 522-8088) Circle #19
Metabo Corp. www.metabousa.com; (800) 638-2264 Circle #20
Milwaukee Electric Tools ~ www.milwaukeetool.com; (800) SAW-DUST Circle #21
Ridgid www.ridgid.com; (800) 4-RIDGID Circle #22
Ryobi www.ryobitools.com ; (800) 525-2579 Circle #23
Skil Power Tools wwuw.skil.com; (877) SKIL-999 Circle #24
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MAKITA

Makita's lightweight hammer drill/
driver is powered by NiMH batteries,
which have twice the amp-hour capac-
ity of many NiCads. A few other man-
ufacturers use the new technology.

ferent components. If possible, run the tool
or one that is equivalent. On paper, a
drill/driver may have perfect specs for
your applications, but you may find it too
powerful to control or not versatile enough
for different tasks.

[ saved price for last because it won’t
matter if you buy the wrong tool. I prefer to
buy the highest quality tool I can afford.
Manufacturers making professional-grade
tools run more endurance tests, often offer
longer-lasting batteries with shorter
charging times, and focus on ergonomics
for the user’s comfort and safety.
Ultimately, you want a product that feels
good in your hand, is easy to use, and helps
you do the best job possible around your
old house, whatever that job may be. th

Noelle Lord specializes in restoring build-
ing surfaces at Peter Lord Plaster and Paint
and writes about the care of historic build-
ings from her home in Limington, Maine;
irestore@adelphia.net.

@ MORE FROM OLDHOUSEJOURNAL COM

For a related story online, see “Working on Air.”
Just click to “The Magazine” section, and go to
the alphabetical list of recent features.
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Beautiful bath-
rooms start with
colorful sinks, if
you can believe
the cover of this
ca. 1930 Ameri-
can Standard
brochure. The era
of selling Techni-
color bathroom
fixtures had
begun; their
effects would be
seen for
decades.

Living

The bathroom goes from austere to eccentric.

Ve 7 By Demetra Aposporos
OLO'(

PLAN

FOR YOUR

HOME

WARSHAW COLLECTION OF BUSINESS AMERICANA-BATHS/BATHING, ARCHIVES CENTER,
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY, SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

Horizontal bands of dark color, which were believed to make small rooms appear
larger, can still be seen in many a period bath, attesting to the enduring populari-

ty of this design wisdom.
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ure white—the color

scheme of early 20th cen-

tury bathrooms—was

uniform, blindly bright,

and based on the

Victorian-era notion that germs lived in
dirt. Logic then dictated that dirt would
show up best against a solid white back-
drop, so snowy floors, walls, and fixtures
made the dreaded filth easier to identify
and conquer. Magazines of the day touted
the importance of the hospital-white bath,
considered a sanitary ideal, and home-
makers took pride in making these spaces
gleam. Still, it only took a couple of
decades before the pull of fashion and a
push from modern advertising trans-
formed residential bathrooms into places
that were blooming with color. While often
garish-looking to 21st-century eyes, these
colorful spaces were the height of fashion
in their day and are easier to appreciate
once you understand how they came to be.
Its hard to pinpoint the exact date
things started to change. Bathrooms didn't
transform overnight; it took some time for
color to take hold across the country. But
we do know that as early as 1927, compa-
nies like Kohler and Universal Sanitary
Manufacturing had begun producing
bathroom sinks, tubs, and toilets in
vibrant colors; Crane and Standard
Sanitary Manufacturing Co. (now
American Standard) quickly followed.
What drove the trend? “I think it really was
the fact that a company the size of
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Yellow and green
were a fairly
common combi-
nation, but the
floor is a show-
stopper. The
unusual pattern
was created by
the homeowner,
who implement-
ed many fashion
trends during her
home’s construc-
tion in 1932.




American Standard was able to color
match all the pieces. We weren't just mak-
ing one or the other [a sink or a tub]; we
were making all of the components,” says
Gray Uhl, American Standard’s Director of
Design. These perfectly matching sets, of
course, were instantly appealing to con-
sumers.

Perhaps not so coincidentally, the
incidence of color advertising was on the
rise too. More color and improved sophis-
tication in print advertisements and mass
marketing created demand for all sorts of
consumer goods previously not thought
about or discussed, bathroom fixtures
among them.

For the first time, the bathroom was
seen as its own design domain within a
house. In their book, The Bathroom the
Kitchen and the Aesthetics of Waste, Ellen
Lupton and J. Abbott Miller explain, “The
bathroom, formerly positioned as a kind of
hospital-within-the-home, was now being
re-absorbed into the fabric of the house,
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CAN HISTORY, SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

Rose du Barry was one of nine colors
in American Standard’s rainbow reper-
toire, first introduced in 1929.

HOME BUILDERS CATALOG! CRANE

Earthy tones and complementary
accents highlight the Crane fixtures in

this ad from the early 1930s.
PHOTO BY LINDA SVENDSEN/ BUNGALOW BATHROOMS
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A modern bath (above) exhibited at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 1929
showcased black Kohler fixtures in all-the-rage Deco—the distinctive lines of
which are seen in this lavender and green inset tub (left) from the same year.

subject to the same decorative attention as
other rooms.”

Once again, popular magazines
played a role in spreading the latest think-
ing. “The stringent norms of the bath-
room,” note Lupton and Miller, “were
called into question, not on the grounds of
cleanliness, but on the grounds of style. If
the bathroom's cleanliness reflected the
housewife’s standards of hygiene, then its
decoration, or lack of it, reflected her
taste”” Soon manufacturers launched ad
campaigns to sell consumers on the idea
that clean and stylish could go hand-in-
hand. In 1929, an American Standard
brochure put it this way, “Those who have
always thought of white as the color that
best expresses cleanliness will find that
Royal Copenhagen blue does it equally well
and, in addition, permits color combina-
tions that have greater individuality”

HISTORIC
PROPORTIONS

Other factors almost certainly played a role
in the color-in-baths phenomenon. The
popularity of Art Deco was one—reaching
the United States in the late 1920s and
bringing waves of bright colors in packag-

ing and posters. The early impact of
Hollywood is another, especially Cecil B.
DeMille movies, famous for their lavish
and lingering bath scenes, which were
increasingly seen in fledgling color
processes. Remember, too, that the 1920s
saw the peak of an unprecedented building
boom; what may have started as a strategy
to stand apart from competitors in a hot
marketplace likely assumed new signifi-
cance for manufacturers clinging to a life-
line after the Great Depression hit.

By 1930, it seems color in bathrooms
was in the promotional spotlight every-
where. “Color has come to the bathroom in
its fullest glory and appealing charm and
is steadily growing in popularity,” heralded
the 1929 Home Builders Catalog, a resource
book for people planning the construction
of their own home. Sanitaryware manu-
facturers took out full-page ads in archi-
tectural forums, selling the idea that the
popularity of new housing developments
depended upon their use of colorful sinks,
tubs, and toilets. “During the past year we
have used colored enamelware and vitre-
ous china fixtures exclusively in our bath-
rooms,” professed a Philadelphia architect
in one such Kohler ad published in 1930.
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Pink was a popular 1930s color choice, especially when combined with black or
grey; this 1932 pairing with blue is a bit more unusual.

St. Porchaire
Brown (above)
and Royal Copen-
hagen Blue (right)
were two shades
offered early on
by American
Standard, whose
brochures dis-
played rich, deco-
rative examples
of modern bath-
rooms.
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“These have been accepted with the great-
est enthusiasm by an exacting public”
Targeting yet another audience—land-
lords, an American Standard ad from a
May 1930 issue of the Saturday Evening
Post Magazine boasts a bathroom outfitted
with pink fixtures, pale green walls, black
floors, and a headline that screams,
“Modernize the plumbing—hold your
tenants!” Remarkably, the color-in-bath-
room trend even reached the floor of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. In a 1929
display, the museum showcased an
‘Exhibition of a modern bath and dressing
room’—a Deco-inspired onyx, pink, and
sable suite designed by the prominent New
York architect Ely Jacques Kahn, showcas-
ing black Kohler fixtures outfitted with
chrome accessories.

COLORFUL TIMES

Once the public decided to take the plunge
into color, they went all the way, often
splashing walls, floors, and fixtures with
different, vibrant tones. Tiles, paints, cur-
tains—even furniture and throw rugs—
all appeared in bold hues. The earliest
American Standard brochures to sell bath-
room essentials in color featured a wheel
of complimentary shades behind each one
(see facing page), a brilliant marketing
ploy to help consumers coordinate floors,
walls, and accessories to match.
Suggesting four-color combinations like
red, black, green, and gold, these palettes
were not for the faint of heart.

It's interesting to note the names
manufacturers chose to give these early
colors. They seem intent on evoking either
the exotic (Ming Green, T’Ang Red), the
ethereal (Horizon Blue), or the historical
(West Point Gray, St. Porchaire Brown),
perhaps evidence of just how integral the
advertising industry was becoming to
manufacturers’ marketing techniques.

Sink and toilet brochures also includ-
ed insights and advice for designing the
perfect bath. Ever wonder why so many
bathrooms from the 1930s onwards fea-
ture a border of black tiles? Maybe this
design hint, from the pages of an
American Standard brochure, offers a clue:
“If you desire the effect of size, horizontal
bands of color around the walls will give it
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Early in the color revolu-
tion, brochures featured the nine
shades American Standard offered
along with a color wheel to coordinate
floors, ceilings, draperies, and trim.

www.oldhousejournal.com

to you.” Another suggestion for enhancing
room size was to place the darkest colors
on the floor, using lighter ones as you dec-
orated up and around the room.

So what were some of the other color
combinations? Well, they ran the gamut
from Easter egg aggregations of pastel
pink, green, yellow, and blue, to Deco-
inspired looks positing black with bright
pink, blue, or green, to seemingly incon-
gruous match-ups like green and purple.

Then there was the all-out crazy: bur-

gundy and grey, pink and purple, tan
with blue and brown. It seems Anything
Goes was more than just a popular 1930s
musical; it was also the new mantra for
bathroom décor.

While the popularity of color fixtures
continued well into the 1950s, the shades

Folks who
couldn’t commit
to colored fix-
tures could still
splash it every-
where else, as
the tile in this
1929 house
shows. In the
late 1920s, color
landed like the
Marines; it's
made a lasting
impression ever
since.

MORE FROM
OLDHOUSE-
JOURNAL.COM

For related stories
onling, see “Half
Baths & Tiny Toilets,”
“New Life for Old
Tubs,” “Stem Faucet
Clinic,” and “Stems,
Seats, and Handles.”
Just click to “The
Magazine” section,
and go to the alpha-
betical list of recent
features.

offered for sale went in and out of fashion.
Black is a good example; prominently fea-
tured in the sink and tub of that 1929
Metropolitan Museum display, Kohler was
no longer offering black fixtures just a
decade later. The colors-of-the-moment
may have come and gone, but one thing
remained a constant: The shift in thinking
that brought the first blush of color to
lavatories in the late 1920s changed the
way we've looked at bathrooms ever since,
paving the way for the explosion of color-
ful, creative, Anything Goes designs still in
vogue today. ik

For a list of

| SUPPLIERS,
| see page 86.
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By Dan Holohan
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Diagrams from
the 1950s show
how radiant heat
provides even
temperatures
throughout a
room (above) and
a range of set-
tings suited to
various installa-
tion locations
(ceiling, floor, and
wall), which can
be adjusted easi-
ly (right) by a
wall-mounted
control.
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rowing up in Hicksville,

Long Island (don't laugh!),

I spent a good part of jun-

ior and senior high school

sharing a classroom with

Billy Joel, now the super-
star ‘Piano Man. That town is not only the
site of my single brush with musical fame
but, oddly enough, also my connection to
the place that introduced American con-
sumers to a revolution in comfort: radiant
heating systems.

I clearly remember sitting next to
Billy Joel in biology class. We were about
14 years old at the time, and he was
singing a brand new Hermans Hermits
song while tapping the tune on his desk
with the eraser ends of two yellow pencils.
He turned to me and proclaimed that he
would some day be more famous than
Herman was at the time. I smiled and nod-
ded. Even though we were just a couple of
suburban kids, anything seemed possible
back then.

Billy Joel lived in Levittown, New
York, which is right next to Hicksville.
Sociologists have written books about
Levittown, because the development
birthed the first mass-produced homes in
America, about 10,000 of them. The
houses all looked alike, and everyone who
lived there was the same age. There had
never been anything like it.

William Levitt built the homes quick-
ly during the days that followed World War
I1, finishing, on average, one house every
two hours using a Henry Ford-like assem-
bly line process. All of the homes were
designed to be heated with a new type of
system called radiant heat; Levittown was
the first development of radiantly heated
homes in America.

Radiant

Thoughts on a 50-year-old

Levittown, Long
Island (above),
was the first
housing develop-
ment designed to
use radiant heat-
ing. A copper
company’s ad
(right) touts the
cozy, inviting
floors that radi-
ant heat, carried
by copper tubing,
can provide on a
snowy winter
day.
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Reflections

nen and Now.

TIME & LIFE PICTURES

Hydronic radiant heat circulates hot
water through a series of pipes embedded

in the walls, floors, or ceilings. The ensuing

warmth heats a house from its bones on
out, avoiding the use of forced-air ducts or
old-fashioned radiators. According to con-
verts, the benefits of radiant heating
include crisper air, less dust to contend
with, and lower operating costs.

My own memories of radiant heat’s
benefits stem from the time I first laid my
16-year-old body down on a girlfriend’s
living room floor in Levittown one blus-
tery December day. The north wind rattled



Frank Lloyd Wright used radiant floors
to heat his Usonian Houses, like the
Richardson house (above) in Glen
Ridge, New Jersey. A cutaway shows
the original radiant system (left) and
the PEX tubing (right) that replaces it.
Wright's first Usonian—the Jacobs
house in Madison, Wisconsin—was
built in 1936.

the storm windows, but that floor was so
incredibly warm, like lying on the beach in
July. I hated having to get up off that floor;
it was the best place to be. To this day, I
associate radiant heating with all good
things: warmth, comfort, and young love.

Radiant for the Masses
Levittown’s radiant system used serpen-
tine copper pipes embedded in concrete
slab floors to carry the water, which was
pumped and heated via a squat boiler that
sat in the kitchen right next to the other
appliances. William Levitt's Executive Vice
President, Irwin “Jal” Jalonack, was
responsible for this design. Jalonack start-
ed his career as a plumber, then became an
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HVAC engineer, and he was the one who
made the decision to use oil-fired hot
water radiant systems in Levittown. He
searched long and hard to find those little
boilers that would fit in the kitchens. They
were made by York-Shipley Company, and
the trade dubbed them the “low-Yorks”
because they were just a bit taller than a
washing machine. Most of those boilers
continue to heat Levitt homes to this day,
the ones that still use radiant heat. I guess
you could say Jal was the man who brought
radiant heat to the masses in America.
Levittown’s goal as a development was to
bring affordable, economic-to-maintain
houses to the general public, and radiant
floor heating helped it succeed.

A similar goal drove Frank Lloyd
Wright to use radiant heat in the floors of
his Usonian Houses. The last phase of
Wright's visionary career, the Usonian
House was an affordable home designed
for the common man, rather than for
wealthy individuals who could afford the
personalized services of an architect.
Beginning in 1936, Wright designed hun-
dreds of modest homes (averaging 1750
square feet) that attempted to be as effi-
cient as possible using inventive construc-
tion methods—often incorporating geo-
metric designs and a centralized
kitchen/bath core to help defray building
costs. A few of these houses are still lived
in by Wright devotees, who meticulously
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restore the original systems, including
radiant heat. Wright's love of radiant heat,
which merged a mechanical system with
the design, unifying a house and its heat-
ing, stemmed from the fact that it aligned
with his theories on organic architecture.

In both of these early modern
attempts at radiantly heated homes, much
of the engineering was experimental.
Architects and contractors designed a lot
of what they did in those days as they went
along. For example, the Levitt homes used
no insulation whatsoever under or at the
edges of the concrete slab floors. As a
result, many homeowners whose radiant
systems still work can grow tulips outside
in February. They think they have green
thumbs, but I know they have some seri-
ous heat loss. Levitt also didn’t bother with
a vapor barrier beneath the slab because
that would have added too much expense.
As time went by, some of the copper tubing
began to leak, and water would soak into
the ground rather than rise up through the
floor. Consequently, homeowners didn't
know when a minor leak occurred, which
eventually led to major problems. Both
Levitt’s and Wright's homes had early cop-
per piping that pushed the envelope right
to its limits in this way. If workmen oper-
ating on a tight schedule installed the pip-
ing with too much play, the pipes could
easily break. In fact, the very nature of
copper’s interaction with concrete made
corrosion of the pipes likely to happen
eventually, unless a protective barrier was
installed—a process that was perfected
much later. Once leaks began they were
nearly impossible to fix, leading many
homeowners with this problem to aban-
don the systems and install baseboard
convectors instead.

Fine-Tuning an Old Idea
Looking back, I realize those old radiant
systems were primitive, especially consid-
ering the current standards we set for our-
selves. Today, many contractors use PEX
tubing (made of cross-linked polyethyl-
ene) and rubber tubing that can take more
stress and strain than metal tubing. We
also have simple yet incredibly smart con-
trols that can target and precisely hold the
level of comfort in a home.
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A diagram for a modern hydronic radiant floor includes plans to heat the garage
and driveway as well as the house. Radiant has come a long way since
Levittown, but it still wards off winter chills with reassuring warmth.

Keep in mind that back when
Levittown was built, radiant heat was still in
its infancy. Builders assembled those hous-
es faster than anyone imagined it could be
done. The workmanship and materials
were crude, and yet those systems lasted for
decades—some of them continue to work
today. Just imagine how long a modern,
properly designed and professionally
installed radiant heating system would last.

Radiant heat systems cost more to
outfit than forced-air systems, but they
also run much more economically. They
retain heat better, too. Once the floor
warms, it holds the heat and releases it as
needed, even after the power goes out. I
watched this phenomenon occur often as I
grew up in Long Island. Whenever we lost
power in an ice storm, those lucky people
of Levittown, with their toasty concrete
slabs, stayed comfortable on their warmed
rocks for days.

That’s part of the mystique of radiant
heat. It constantly delights you with its
economic performance and reliable com-
fort. And isn’t that a big part of what we all
want in a home? A place where we can
relax and feel cozy?

I grew up in Hicksville, next to
Levittown. We played on warm floors as
children and believed that anything was
possible. Some of us became famous rock
stars and some of us wound up writing
stories about radiant heating. All of us
remember its comfort.

If you're new to radiant heat, rest easy.
You're not the first to experience it. Not by
along shot.

Dan Holohan has written 14 books about
the joys of steam- and hot-water heating.
He operates the website HeatingHelp.com
and lives in Bethpage, New York.

Special thanks to the Frank Lloyd Wright
Building Conservancy. For more informa-
tion on Usonian Houses, visit their website:
www.savewright.org

@ MORE FROM OLDHOUSEJOURNAL.COM

For related stories online, see “Bronze
Beauties,” “Care & Feeding of Air Vents,” and
“Hybrid Hydronics.” Just click to “The
Magazine” section, and go to the alphabetical
list of recent features.
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Inside the

A look at how architects derived modern
interiors from medieval inspiration.

By Gordon Bock

xplore the seasoned suburbs that ring American
cities from Teaneck, New Jersey, to Honolulu, and
somewhere in developments born in the 1920s and
’30s you'll find neighborhoods full of Tudor houses.
Even though specific houses might be more accu-
rately termed Elizabethan or Jacobean, the name Tudor has stuck
to the bulk of English revival houses built for the mass-transit-ori-
ented lifestyles of the early 20th century. While it’s true that archi-

tects and homeowners enamored of the British Isles were building |

American dwellings in the image of the manors of merry old
England as early as 1880, the idea really took off after about 1905,

spurred by the work of English architects such as C. Harrison |

Townsend, American books such as The Half-Timber House by
Allen W. Jackson, and after 1918, the returning doughboys
impressed by the medieval buildings they had seen overseas dur-
ing World War I.

Medieval may have been the guiding mode for the appearance
of the Tudor House exterior, but that perception evaporated upon
passing through the front door. These buildings were built for resi-
dents with lifestyles that were thoroughly modern and, before 1929
often decidedly upscale,and that s the point for interiors. Although

architects worked overtime to make Tudor houses look ancient on |

the outside, indoors they freely adapted the original feudal spaces
and features for a conspicuously machine-age household—that is,
a nuclear family cooking and heating with coal, gas, and electricity
and commuting to work by car or train. On top of this change was
the incorporation of totally novel spaces and functions, from the
modern, appliance-driven kitchen replete with breakfast nook, to a
first-floor powder room—a progressive notion even for the 1920s
—to telephone niches and hidden liquor closets (remember, it was
prohibition). Looking at just a few of the characteristics that
appeared in countless Tudor interiors across the continent is a
good education in where many of these design ideas came from
and how they continue to influence and charm us today.
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The Crreat Koom

The signature feature of the medieval
English castle that gave rise to the 16th-
century Tudor house was the great hall, a
large open room at the core of the build-
ing that was as much as 40" high. The
medieval great hall was a place for work-
ing and eating as well as entertaining and
sleeping. Fast-forward to the early 20th
century, when the staid Victorian parlor
became an informal living room (with an
average ceiling height of around 9'), and
the great hall was suddenly reincarnated.

www.oldhousejournal.com



e '%_. s I
L Y
?-.1-_ A '
f 8
A = l':"_ﬁ_h,
2 ; = -

Architects working the Tudor Revival and
sometimes the Spanish Revival modes
expanded the living room’s proportions
dramatically by suddenly raising the ceil-
ing height, creating what was called a
“studio living room” if it extended up
through two stories. The baronial impact
of a sudden expansion of space within the
house could be further enhanced by low-
ering the floor level at the same time, so
that guests entered an even larger cavern
of a room by descending a few steps.
Coves where the walls met the ceiling
added to the vaulted-hall impression.

www.cldhousejournal.com

P,

N IS .

o

|

D-HOUSE JOURNAL

ST

ALL PHOTOS BY PAUL ROCHELEALU EXCEPT WHERE NOTED

For the studio liv-
ing room of the
1928 Shaffer
House, architect
Lewis Bowman
deftly combined
iconic features of
the Tudor design
vocabulary, from
arched doorways
that open to pan-
eled walls and a
vault-like ceiling,
to a gallery (cen-
ter photo) over-
looking the entire
space.

Built in the half-
timber style, the
Shaffer House in
Bronxville, New
York, is a master-
ful combination
of influences
from modern
English architects
like Edwin
Lutyens and
C.F.A Voysey, as
well as vernacu-
lar traditions.
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Below: The flattened Tudor arch
defines doorways throughout the
Smith Pirie House in Lake Forest,
lllinois. Unlike the heavy batten front
door, which evokes medieval construc-
tion, these glass-paned versions are a
modern convention.

Above: Intersecting barrel vaults—the
Gothic solution to spanning space—
create a powerful medieval design
motif in the entrance hall of West
View Farms, also in the American
heartland of Lake Forest.
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éimpls. O/zzrz Plans
The picturesque quality of English hous-
es, particularly the lines of thatched roofs
and diamond-paned casement windows,
caught the fancy of many American
builders and designers by the 1910s. Over
the centuries, English castles had grown
asymmetrically by adding wings, first for
servants’ dormitories and then for service
rooms, such as towers, wine cellars,
breweries, and chapels, one at a time.
American builders took pains to recreate
this picturesque impression on the exteri-
or (albeit with modern materials, such as
structural tile walls and imitation half-tim-
bering), but when it came to interiors,
they had no qualms about abandoning
historical accuracy to create “more con-
venient and sanitary arrangements of the
interior plan,” according to a 1910 text.

In contrast to the premeditated look

of centuries of exterior accretions, the
interior plan of many Tudor Revival hous-
es could be quite simple. One design for
an “ideal small half-timber house”
depicted how a central hallway was used
efficiently to define the living room from
the dining room. The kitchen, projecting
off the back for good drafts, was ac-
cessed through a small pantry. Compared
to the originals, critics noted how “divid-
ing walls are often left out and wide door-
ways are so placed as to give an unob-
structed view from one room to another
on the first floor.” In fact, an indoor
panorama was considered such an asset
that tastemakers recommended there be
vistas through doorways to “pleasant ter-
minal motifs,” such as a staircase, win-
dow, or fireplace. A second-floor gallery
overlooking the studio living room might
provide an even more entertaining
prospect of a large, uninterrupted space.
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The Van
Sweringen
Mansion, home
to the developers
of Shaker
Heights, Ohio,
was remodeled
in 1924 to show-
case the poten-
tial of the Tudor
style. The elabo-
rate full-height
paneling, seen
here in the dining
room, runs
throughout the
house.

www.oldhousejournal.com

Theatrical Walls

In 1928 Ross Crane, the pince-nez'd, roar-
ing twenties maven of interior decoration
announced, “There are seven current
methods of treating walls: 1) masonry,
such as stone, brick, or tile; 2) plaster or
paint of varying textures; 3) draped walls,
or fabrics in panels; 4) woodwork of vary-
ing heights and types; 5) applied mould-
ings; 6) wallpaper; and 7) architectural
treatments.” He went on to note that
while masonry walls were rarely encoun-
tered, there was little to surpass plaster
or stucco walls that varied in textural
effect from smooth to “surfaces similar to
the rough, troweled stucco of the typical
Italian wall or even cut stone.” Gypsum
plaster and wire lath, which were just
becoming popular alternatives to tradi-
tional lime plaster and wood lath, made

textured wall finishes that much more
cost-effective for builders to produce. A
rough, float sand finish was a basic
option for a non-smooth plaster wall.
From here, the skilled plasterer could
manipulate the mortar with trowels,
brushes, and even spoons into a variety
of mock-medieval finishes with names
like stipple, suction, English, Italian, and
French.

For some houses, the popularity of
textured wall finishes taxed the talent,
time, and money available, so the coat-
ings industry rose to fill the gap with a
range of products collectively called tex-
ture paints. Going by trade names, such
as Textone and Craftex, these decorative
coatings were brushed on to simulate the
textured effect either through the
additives they contained or, in one case,
an ability to swell into shallow scoops.

Leaded glass
windows set in
oak frames are a
conspicuously
picturesque and
historically
authentic touch
used in the Peter
Lapham
Complex, a group
of buildings in
Philadelphia
assembled from
16th-century
English originals.
MNote the massive
oak ceiling
timbers.
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Heavy wood and lots of it were a hallmark
of the Tudor Revival interior. Wood panel-
ing, although always pricey, was a rich
and characteristic treatment, especially
in small oak panels or, in the most authen-
tic work, decorated with linenfold carv-
ings. According to guides of the time,
“where Early English styles are to be
reproduced, wood wainscots should rise
higher than the 24" or 36” common for the
Colonial style.” Beamed ceilings, usually
stained a dark oak color, were also
advocated as most appropriate for an
English cottage living or dining room. Like
exterior half-timbering, such beamwork
was invariably not truly structural.
Nonetheless, architecture books cau-
tioned that the beams’ construction
should never be simply boxed. Although
20th-century architects may have taken
license with the plans of original Tudor
houses, they retained the low-raftered
ceilings, quaint mantel shelves, and
darkly stained woodwork.

The ambiance of heavy wood was
reinforced by the applied finishes. For
faithful reproductions of English houses,
the preferred wood species for interiors
were oak, chestnut, or ash treated with a
rich, dark stain and a dull wax finish to
recreate the patina of woods darkened by
centuries. Rooms sometimes contrasted
this dark woodwork on trim, wall panel-
ing, and ceiling beams with ivory-colored
enamel paint. Ceilings of parge or deco-
rative designs worked out in plaster were
recommended as the proper accompani-
ments for the oak-paneled walls of Tudor
or Jacobean interiors.

In Rappaport House (above), Lewis
Bowman's entry hall (right) uses a
slate floor and timbering on the walls
and ceiling, finished with a dark stain
and ivory-colored plaster.
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While what was called the “English cot-
tage interior” was notable for its sand-
finished walls and dark-stained trim, the
list of other interior features and furnish-
ings, taken either directly from the British
Isles or spawned by the creativity of
North American designers, was well
established and promoted. Ideally, floors
were wide oak boards, but slate slabs
and old tiles were also appropriate and
common, with synthetic, manmade vers-
ions advocated for houses built with mod-
est budgets. Fireplaces were typically
large openings built in a low Tudor arch
and framed in stone or stonelike tile.
An overmantel, if present, might be stone
or hardwood and richly carved. Book-
shelves built of oak were a natural mate
for wall panels and designed to match in
both height and detailing.

Windows were casements, rather
than double-hung sash, and although
often glazed to resemble leaded glass,
they had modern steel frames and hard-
ware. Furthermore, the windows were
not narrow, individual openings but

assembled in groups to form broad
expanses that admitted plenty of light,
almost like a picture window. Architec-
tural hardware shared the medieval
heaviness of wood and was wrought iron
or a mass-produced steel simulacrum.
Strap hinges and thumb latches empha-
sized the hardware's metalwork with
large leaves and plates and were
secured with conspicuous wrought-head
fasteners. Light fixtures, too, were based
upon heavy wrought iron (despite being
deftly wired for electricity), using iron
hoops and chains for chandeliers.

When it came to accouterments, the
perfectionist could take the Tudor interior
to its limits, and decorating books
showed the way. Tapestries were the
recommended wall hangings, and while
floors were usually devoid of coverings,
subdued oriental rugs were acceptable
when animal pelts were not to be had.
Shelves or cabinets might hold pewter
tankards or candlesticks in brass and
copper. Antlers and deer heads mounted
to walls also fit the hunting décor and, for
the ardent Tudorphile, nothing could beat
an old suit of armor.

The Virginia
House in
Richmond,
Virginia, is
another building
assembled on
these shores
from original
English materials
and now a muse-
um. The dining
room is an excel-
lent example of
the use of
Jacobean decora-
tive plaster ceil-
ings, as well as
tapestries and
other antique
furnishings.
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 Old-House Living

alk into my kitchen by

way of the side porch,

and you'll pass through

an old door frame that

makes me smile every

time I see it. It's a plain wooden frame—

not much to look at, but it's got a special

feature: names. There are dozens and

dozens of them scrawled into the wood.

They start about knee high and rise more

than six feet off the ground—higher than

I can read, anyway. Most have dates

scratched next to them, and little hash

marks to show how tall each name—Dan,
Katie, Josh, Bryan—once stood.

I don't know these people, except for

one. My husband, T.J., added our niece,

Emma, to the lineup a few months back,

wrks arnownd

L
\—\'\s:\*O"\"}f canneh ...
eN :
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when she stood exactly three feet tall. But
that doesn't bother me a bit. In fact, I like
not knowing who all these long-grown
youngsters are. I can picture them in my
mind's eye, standing with heels pressed up
against the wall and heads thrown back,
serious, hopeful. Waiting anxiously to
see if they've added another inch—
haven't we all been there? Rubbing it in
to their siblings if they had; eating
extra helpings of vegetables if they
hadn't. T.J. and I are renovating this
Victorian house, a blend of Folk and
Shingle styles, built in 1898 by a
conductor on the Michigan &

: Southern Railroad for his
,&% family— but we don't ever
7\ plan to sand that door

i

frame down and refinish it. Why would we?
The door frame is the natural place in this
old house for those measurings, right at the
entrance to a warm Victorian-era kitchen—-....,é_‘:
where swarms of children must once have i
played. The list of names at our kitchen

door symbolizes some of the very best

things about living in an old house. Every

time I pass it, I reflect on how lucky we
are—all of us who own old homes. ~Z ~_
Sometimes it helps to remind ourselves o
why.

THE LENS OF TIME el
When you live in an old house and work O |
it, you gain a new perspective on time. You-* "7 .2
appreciate how it passes, how much has’.. -
changed over the decades, and what it can
teach us.

After we bought our house, I went to
the library and called up microfilm for the
Angola Record, the newspaper published
in our small town in the late 1800s. I was
amazed to read everything from hard-hit-
ting news items like the U.S.S. Maine dis-
aster—the Dbattleship explosion that
launched the United States into the
Spanish American War and gave birth to
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the phrase "Remember the Maine!"—to
coverage of the lively local social scene.
Seemingly every time someone from near-
by Buffalo visited this rural village, the
paper noted it. Reports of dinner parties
and purchases of new carriages and farm
equipment were also newsworthy back in
1898.

[ was ecstatic to find that the paper
also ran small items about local construc-
tion projects, allowing me to follow the
building of our house. The house was
constructed over five months
during the summer, and when
it was done the Record
praised it as a "fine new
home" for the com-
munity. Just imag-
ining the pride the
original owners,
Frank and Mary
Watt, took in
those glowing
words made me
feel honored to
be its caretaker
now.

e
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QUALITY MATERIALS
Here's a best kept secret of owning an old
home. It's not all about the past; it's about
living in the present, too—in the best pos-
sible way. Admit it. You've visited a fancy
new home in an upscale subdivision, only
to find yourself surreptitiously inspecting
the baseboards, doorknobs, crown mould-
ings, and windows with a hint of, well,
noblesse oblige. You think about your own
heart pine floors and massive oak stair-
case, your stained glass windows and solid
metal hardware, and you feel a bit sorry for
people who don't live among materials of
such beauty, style, and richness.

Sure, we may pay higher heating bills;
maybe our doors are a bit draftier. We usu-
ally don't have central air conditioning,
and washing those third-floor windows on
a big old Victorian can be a real challenge.
Still, this is the only way to live, isn't it?

NS
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THE COMFORT LEVEL
Four reassuring words you can say about
old houses are you can’t mess up. Well, in
extreme instances you can, but in general,
working on an old house gives you a cer-
tain level of security—a very large safety
net, as it were. Old houses were built to
last, and if you do your homework and
work carefully they are very forgiving of
goof-ups.

For example, you can try a cool faux-
finish technique on the parlor walls, and if
it doesn't work out, so what? The room’s
been redecorated 25 times since the house
was built, and it's still a willing canvas, so
go back and try again. Attempt to find
those pocket doors hidden away behind
drywall. Try to install a vintage school-
house sink. Try to look under the linoleum
for hardwood.

When you do hit on the right look for
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your old house, you'll know it. The very
walls seem to breathe a sigh of relief.

THE EXERCISE

You don't need to spend money on a gym
membership when you own an old home.
The fact is, you'll burn approximately
8,000 calories a day on stair-climbing
alone. Take our house; it has four separate
flights of stairs (not counting the ones out-
side) for a total of 52 steps. Try running
laundry from the washing machine in the
basement to the bedrooms on the second
floor with that kind of a setup—it's a car-
diovascular workout par excellence.

Then there's all the yard work that
comes from having mature trees on your
property. The five huge maples surround-
ing our house—each over 100 years old—
drop enough leaves each fall to provide a
feel-the-burn raking marathon for an
entire football team, let alone two people.
We always lose a few pounds in October.

REVELATIONS
When you own an old house, every project
brings a fresh crop of discoveries. You're

www.oldhousejournal.com

constantly making little finds—either
physical artifacts or eureka moments. (So
that's why the wall sounded hollow!
There's a doorway under there!) That
means you're learning more all the time
about the structure in which you live and
the people who inhabited it before you.

One day, when T.J. and I cleaned out
an old coal bin in the basement, he found a
sea-green pottery teapot in perfect condi-
tion save for a missing lid. With a little
research on the Internet, we learned we
had unearthed a "Pour Right Tricolator,"
popular in the early 20th century.

Now every spring I fill the pot with
fresh-cut lilacs, set it on our kitchen table,
and as [ do, I think about how it came to be
there. Was it a wedding gift? A birthday
present for the lady of the house? I specu-
late that, when it was no longer fashion-
able, someone put the pot in storage in the
basement where it dropped into the old
cellar, forgotten. However it got there, it's
beautiful—and it's part of our home's
unique past.

We have made plenty of other finds,
too. Digging around in our yard, we found

old bottles in yellow and green and amber
glass. Intact and lovely, they now sit proud-
ly in our library. A bedroom renovation
yielded a perfume box from the 1940s that
had fallen—or perhaps been tucked
away—behind some crumbling plaster.
We've found coins, newspapers, photo-
graphs. We've picked up clues, too, by
uncovering long-sealed-over doors, about
what the floor plan of the house looked
like 107 years ago. It's changed a lot since
then, and finding these clues helped us fig-
ure out how to make the house look as
much like it once did as we are able.
These treasures are much more than
mementos of a completed project. Each
one is a marker, pointing us toward new
insights about the house in which we live
and the families who have called it home.

THE GHOSTS

Okay, maybe your house doesn't have ethe-
real occupants, but we believe ours does.
We think it's either Mary Watt, wife of the
railroad conductor who built our house
and the first woman to live here, or Emily,
from whom the Watts bought the land.
And we're not alone. Ask enough people
who live in very old houses, and you're
bound to turn up more than a few exam-
ples of homes that have, well, guests, as we
like to think of them.

One day, a contractor was working on
our second floor alone. When we returned,
he sheepishly asked us if we'd “ever seen
anything strange" in the house.

“Like what?” we asked. “Like a
woman's shape in the hallway upstairs,” he
replied. Hed seen it while he was work-
ing—just for a minute. It had crossed the
hall and disappeared. We just smiled.
Maybe so, we said...maybe so. 2

Charity Vogel, a writer, journalist, and col-
lege instructor who lives in an old
Shingle/Folk Victorian in Angola, New York,
is currently working on a novel about her
house.
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ouse In the

Exploring the multiple forms of urban dwellings.

(4

hen asked, most Americans

would probably say they don’t

think much of cities. They’re too

crowded, too noisy, too dirty,

they would argue, with too much

traffic, pollution, and crime.
Cities are filled with too many germs, yet
not enough neighborliness. In fact,
Americans have felt that way about cities
for at least a couple of centuries now. And
yet, by choice or necessity, cities are where
a lot of Americans live—and the city
houses they live in have roots as deep as
those of the cities themselves.

Because human beings take up a cer-
tain irreducible amount of space, and
because space is the most expensive com-
modity in any city, the question arises:
What is the most economical way to
squeeze the greatest number of people into
the desired locations? The answer—the
city house—is not a single type of dwelling,

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005

but one that comes in many sizes, styles,
floor plans, and economic levels, with all
sharing certain characteristics.

City Living in Context
Historically, cities have always tended to
grow where roads, rivers, canals, and sea
lanes meet or change character. They are
seaports, river ports, railroad hubs, ending
points for cattle drives, shipping points for
goods entering and leaving the country,and
arrival and departure points for people—of
whom, needless to say, cities have a great
many, most of them occupied with one or
more of these diverse activities.

Before the advent of electric trolley
and railway lines in the late-19th century,a
desirable city location was one within walk-
ing distance of one’s work. Horse-drawn
vehicles—carriages, cabs, or horse trol-
leys—were an option only for those who
could afford them,and even then they had a
limited range. Such population density
could easily take a turn toward overcrowd-
ing when once-popular areas and their ele-
gant houses outlasted their appeal for the
middle or upper classes. Then those neigh-
borhoods were sadly prone to become
multi-family slums.

Efficient use of space then is the first

Cooke’'s Row in Georgetown in
Washington, D.C., is a good example
of the use of double houses. A party
wall between the houses leaves each
house with a side garden.

The grand Beaux-
Arts Belmont
Mansion (right)
occupies an entire
triangular block in
Washington, D.C. It
was designed by
Eugene Sanson
and Horace
Trumbauer in 1909,
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principle of urban building. City houses are
almost always constructed on narrow IOIS,

using the least possible amount of expen-
ive street frontage. Houses extend upward,
ard, and downward rather than side-

. The typical city house is likely to be
more than two or three bays wide but up
{ ys high, not counting basement

condly, city houses are almost
constructed of stone or brick rather
than wood. The disastrous Great London




One of the great
groups of Italian
villas is
Philadelphia’s
Woodland
Terrace, an 1861
development of
double houses
designed by
Samuel Sloan,
some in stucco,
others in stone.

City mansions are formal and stylish,
like the 1901 Beaux-Arts Ferguson
House in Louisville, now the Filson Club.
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Fire of 1666 convinced early American city
planners to ban wooden buildings and to
require protective firewalls—solid mason-
ry walls reaching from the basement to well
above the roofline—between abutting
buildings. It was the firewall, in fact, along
with the masonry construction, that made
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it possible to build safely from lot line to lot
line.

The most popular solutions to the
urban housing problem have included row
houses, double houses, duplexes, urban
mansions, and closely spaced freestanding
houses. Foremost is the row house.

Row Houses

Everybody recognizes row houses, those
long strips of tall, narrow residences lined
up like brown-brick soldiers on either side
of inner-city streets. Today, somewhat illog-
ically renamed town homes, they most
often trail around the edges of cities and
towns, frequently miles from any recogniz-
able urban core, and certainly not within
walking distance of the jobs and amenities
that made row houses such a vital part of
America’s early urban housing stock.

Row houses were part of a European
building tradition that migrated to the New
World with English settlers on the East
Coast in the 17th century. They formed the
residential core of old cities such as
Philadelphia, Boston, New York, Providence,
Baltimore, and Savannah. Every house,
except those on the ends of a row, shared a
party wall with each of two neighbors,
hopefully with a firewall above the roofline.
Sometimes there was a miniscule front
yard, but in most cases the house was built
almost to the sidewalk, possibly with a
small porch or stoop. Nonetheless, many




close to the street
but with space

Revival freestand-
enough on the

ing house in the

The Hunter House
Norfolk is a splen-
did 1894

West Freemason
Street Historic
District. It is built

Museum in
Romanesque




Large cities often
have mansions
built in the man-
ner of French
chateaux. Note
the corner partial
tower, conical
roof, and Gothic
details on the
dormers and
balustrade on this
George Oakley
Totten, Jr., design
of 1906 in
Washington's
Embassy Row.

Party wall between two
identical row houses

Rooftop cresting

Two- or three-bay

Pedimented double
dormer

L L I L

Mansard roof

Frieze and cornice

Elliptical arch
parlor window

=

Entry porch

Y= [P

Double

House ;
(Twin Raised or

House) English basement

Sister dwellings,
often mirror
image in plan
(inset), are
designed to
appear as a
single house.

Basement entry
under stairs
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row houses included a rear yard that could
be helpful for all sorts of things, from laun-
dry facilities to chicken coops.

Row houses usually are found in con-
tinuous rows, sometimes with identical
designs, for entire blocks, but often they
form smaller groups—possibly of three or
four or 10 or so—before the line is broken
by another group. Life within a row house
was, and still is, rather rigorously vertical.
There were a minimum number of rooms
per floor (usually two in the main section of
the house) and many floors (often three but
sometimes four) in addition to a basement
and attic.

In New York row houses, kitchens and
other service areas were commonly relegat-
ed to the basements of mid-to-late-19th-
century houses. By about 1830, builders
began raising the basement ceilings to
allow for dining rooms at the front of the
space and Kitchens at the rear. In
Philadelphia, kitchens were more likely to
be in a rear wing, beyond a piazza or narrow
space in the central section of the house.
The piazza served to add air and light to an
otherwise dark and airless structure.

Access to the backs of houses posed a
problem that was partially solved by long
alleys running along the rear line of the lots.
These alleys were convenient for deliveries
and other services. In addition, sometimes
shared, narrow, front-to-rear passageways
stole a foot or two of space from each of two
adjoining houses, while also providing
access to the backs of houses and lots.
Basement doors at the front of the house
were not necessarily large enough to serve
as entries, but in the 19th century, high or
English basements did create a real meas-
ure of extra living space.

Freestanding two-storey structures
were sometimes built at the rear lot line.
Called bandboxes in Philadelphia, they con-
tained just one room on each floor and were
actually separate little dwellings that had to
be reached either through an alley or
through one of the shared passageways
beside the larger houses in front. The back
of the lot was a good place, too, for carriage
houses and stables.

The front entrance of the house itself
might open to a stair hall running along one
side or, in earlier, simpler houses, directly
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into a small parlor with the staircase in a
rear corner of the room. By the 1820s stairs
were more likely to be open, straight runs,
or to turn in dogleg fashion with or without
a landing. Early row houses might have
staircases that were winders, or narrow
corkscrewlike stairs that fit neatly into a
corner.

Any time of year, row house dwellers
could be thankful that they were not crowd-
ed into the hastily erected wooden firetraps
that too often served as home to factory
workers and other low-income city resi-
dents. (Incidentally, the word “tenement”
had a far less negative meaning in the 18th
and 19th centuries than it has today, as it
originally referred to any rented property,
not just to Dickensian slum dwellings.)

Although many were built by individ-

ual owners, row houses were especially
attractive investments for speculative
builders. Not all row house groups were
constructed along major streets either.
Groups placed on the sides of parklike
courts  created private
streetscapes in some cities such as Boston
and Philadelphia.

Over the years, row houses have
evolved in layout, interior features, and con-
struction methods—and, of course, archi-
tectural styles. From Federal to Greek
Revival to Italianate to Renaissance Revival
to Romanesque to Colonial Revival, the
many surviving row houses tell the story of
Americas changing architectural tastes
from the 18th through the 19th century. The
row house’s role in the architectural fashion
show pretty much ends with the 1920s and

charming

The second-floor balconies of the Winder Houses in Philadelphia, built in 1843, dis-
play some of the finest ironwork of the Greek Revival period. The white ashlar
first floor, as well as the four-storey height, adds to the building's formality.
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the dominance of the large apartment
building, an even more efficient use of city
land.

Double House

The double house, or twin house as it’s
known in Philadelphia, is another venera-
ble urban form. Because its two parts usu-
ally have a unified if not identical design,
the double house may look at first glance
like a large, single mansion, particularly
when it is situated on a corner with the two
main entrances on different streets. Corner
placement tends to result in an L-shaped
footprint for the combined houses. More
often, however, the two houses are set side-
by-side, so that they appear more like a pair
of row houses, though they may be wider.
The great advantage of the double house is
that it allows for much greater design flexi-
bility, as each residence gains windows on
three sides rather than two. Each residence
also has the benefit of one side yard in addi-
tion to any front or rear garden space. There
is still a shared party wall. Like the row
house, the design of the double house is
meant to make the most of a narrow lot.
Double houses can be big, small, or in-
between, elaborate or very simple in style,
and of any vintage.

City House Spins

The goal of deriving comfortable, flexible,
and efficient living space within the con-
fines of a tight lot spawned at least three
other significant forms of the urban house
that became popular in one or more cities
over the last two centuries.

Duplexes are somewhere between a
house and a large apartment. Also called a
semi-detached house, a duplex consists of
two living units (possibly multiple storeys)
placed one above the other. It isn't always
easy to tell a duplex from a big single house,
but if you see two front doors, you can be
pretty sure it’s a duplex.

Urban mansions are the jewels of city
residential areas. Often built on corner
lots, they could provide huge, elegant
homes with luxurious interior spaces and
parklike grounds, particularly if they were
situated on corner lots. They flourished
from the mid-18th through the early 20th
century.
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Above: The
Federal Revival
entrance porch of
the Woodrow
Wilson House in
Washington, D.C.,
by Waddy B.
Wood, 1915,
makes distinctive
use of a concave
porch, smooth
stone wall, and
arched door with
sidelights.

Left: That most
urban and urbane
of West Coast
cities, San
Francisco, fea-
tures many splen-
did traditional city
houses, as this
somewhat-French
style freestand-
ing example illus-
trates.
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Closely spaced single family houses
could be called the Chevy version of the
Urban Mansion. Smaller and usually less

tly than a mansion, they were still pretty
of city real estate. As they

were at least a few feet from the

houses on either side, these buildings did
allow air (and foot traffic) to move between
them and into the backyard. They may also
have been slightly less of a fire hazard.

As centers of commerce, industry,
culture, and power, cities have alwa

d opportunities—not just for gainful
employment, but for access to universities,
museums, libraries, the fine and perform-
ing arts, the best restaurants, and a vibrant

and infinitely ial scene. Best of

all, citi " great, still livable,
historic places to live. In fact, maybe we all
should learn to love a house in the city.

The bay windows
of this George-
town block (left)
create a charm-
ing urban pattern
and provide a
welcome addition
of light, air, and
view to the
houses away
from the street
at a more private
second-floor
level.
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Old-House Products

Scentsible Paint »

No one can deny the advantages of the latest generation of interior paints:
water-based formulation with ever-better environmental qualities. The rub is
that such environment-friendly paints can be tempting to use in an enclosed
room, which can result in odors permeating the house for days afterward.
Olympic Paints and Stains attacks this ‘smell factor’ head on with its
reformulated line of interior paints and stains. The level of VOCs (volatile
organic compounds) meets strict environmental requirements and
earned the paint line the Green Seal Certification. Each of the 1,200
available colors is manufactured for low paint odor and is sold exclu-
sively at Lowe’'s. For more information about the line, visit
www.olympic.com. Circle 25 on the resource card.

A Adaptable Adhesive
Although gun-able construction
adhesives have become essen-
tial for working on new and old
houses alike, they have tradi-
tionally also been a source of
solvents that continue to off-
gas, impacting the environ-
ment. Now OSI| has come up
with an alternative in the
form of their Pro-Series SF-
550 High-Performance Sub-
‘ Floor & Deck Adhesive. A latex-
based product that exceeds the require-
ments of the California Air Resources Board,
the adhesive was developed for general con-
struction needs. from adhering ceramic tile to
wood or bridging small irregularities in fram-
ing—just the kind of utility that comes in
handy when working on existing buildings.
Plus, the latex formulation
for deck use allows the
adhesive to stick to damp
wood while remaining
water- and weather-resist-
ant. For more information
about the Pro-Series SF
550, visit www.osipros-
eries.com or call (888) 445-
0208. Circle 26 on the
resource card.
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Up on the Roof Tape ¥

Standard steel tape measures marked in 12", 16", and 24"
increments for joists and studs are an asset in framing car-
pentry but not particularly helpful when it comes to installing
asphalt roofing. To sidestep the issue, Starrett has introduced
a tape measure specifically calibrated for laying out roofing.
The RT1-25 skips traditional inch marks in favor of two
scales: one (in black) at the
5" spacing used for tradi-
tional three-tab shingles,
and a second (in red) for the
5 1/2" spacing common for
dimensional and architec-
tural shingles. The tape also
carries bond markings (an
oval around the number) to
help with laying out the
installation both horizon-
tally and wvertically. For
more information, contact
Starrett at www.starrett.

com or call (978) 249-3551. Marked for Laying
Circle 27 on the resource T@dmona’
card. and Architectural

Shingles

¥ Finer Primer

Almost everyone knows the joys of stripping unwant-
ed wallpaper: tedious scraping and messy cleanup.
Roman Decorating Products knows them too, which
is why it came up with No Strip! Wallpaper Primer. In
cases where old wallpaper is sound
but the colors and patterns would
show through conventional over-
painting, No Strip! Wallpaper Primer
can hide the design and prep the
walls for the next round of decorat-
ing. The primer is especially practi-
cal for covering faux paint finishes
and includes a mildew-cide to guard
against discoloration. Look for No
Strip! at Lowe’s and K-Mart under
the Golden Harvest brand or con-
tact Roman Decorating Products at
www.romandecoratingproducts.
com or at (800) 488-6117. Circle 28
on the resource card.
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DISCOVER...

hundreds of historically-accurate products
you won't find anywhere else!

TRADITIONAL BUILDING

'XHIBITION AND CONFERENCE

CHICAGO 2006
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FREE ADMISSION TO THE EXHIBITS

The Traditional Building Show is offering FREE admission to the exhibit hall to all attendees
when you pre-register before March 22, 2006 at www.traditionalbuildingshow.com.
Or, as our special VIP Guest, clip this coupon and bring it with you on-site at the
Navy Pier, Festival Hall A, Chicago, IL.

EXHIBIT HALL HOURS

Thursday & Friday | April 6-7, 2006 | 11:30am-5:30pm
CHISHY Saturday | April 8, 2006 | 10:30am-4:00pm

R R N N N N N N N N N NN N N N R L A

I FEEEEEEE NN E NN NENENENHSENENRSEN}E]
2902008003280 00RRRB0RRRRANS

Restoring the Past. Building the Future.

S REST@RE 800.982.6247 | info@restoremedia.com | www.traditionalbuildingshow.com
L AMEDIA, LLC

BUILDING M FOR MORE INFORMATION
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L
Lead, in soil N/D
Leanna, Rob
on Art Deco doorway J/F
on colonial entablature J/A
on Greek revival windows 5/0
on imitation half-timbering M/A
on radiator covers N/D
Leasing from National Park Service M/]
Leeke, John
on getting a building permit 5/0
on hanging doors $/0
on imitation slate roofs M/]
on repairing doors M/A
on spot paint maintenance J/A
Lighting
1950s styles S/0
glass shades, hand blown J/F
Loewer, Peter

Lord, Noelle
on cordless drills N/D
on hot water heaters N/D

M
Massey, James C.
on dormers and bays M/]
on English arts & crafts houses J/F
on halls J/F
on Modernist style M/J
on polygons J/A
on Queen Anne style M/A
on Spanish-style architecture S/0
on urban houses N/D
Maxwell, Shirley
on dormers and bays M/J
on English arts & crafts houses J/F
on halls J/F
on Modernist style M/]
on polygons J/A
on Queen Anne style M/A
on Spanish-style architecture S/0
on urban houses N/D
McCormick, M. Diane
on junk drawers M/]

35

29
27
25
33
25
25

41
70
50
27
70

58
72

on old-house stars of the silver screen J/F

41

46
29

82
78

76
76
72

82
78
80
76

76
72

33

Modernist style M/]
Mohr, Richard D.

on art-glass shades J/F
Morgan, Dasha 0.

on rugs S/0

o

OLD-HOUSE LIVING
How Lucky We Are N/D
Meant for Each Other $/0
Pass It On M/]
Rock Solid J/F
Serial Restorers J/A
Staging a Comeback M/A

OUTSIDE THE OLD HOUSE
All the Hues That Fit M/]

72

42

68
52
56
64
60
76

35

A Sampler of Shrubs Worth Seeking M/A

Bringing the Outdoors In J/F

Garden Designs for Historic Homes 5/0

Lead and Soil N/D

P

Paint
maintenance J/A
methods for removal J/A

Plaster, pigmented S/0

Plastics M/A

PLOTS & PLANS
Art Deco Doorway J/F
Colonial Entablature J/A
Cottage details (19th century) M/]
Greek Revival Windows $/0
Imitation Half-Timbering M/A
Radiator covers N/D

Polygon houses J/A

PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVES
Inside the Issues of Frenching-Out J/A
Let the Sun Shine M/]

Pressing steel ceilings J/F

Purcell, William Gray M/]

Q
Queen Anne style M/A

R
Radiant heat N/D
Radiator covers N/D
Reese, Bryan
on historic-house tours M/A
Reich, Lee

43
45

35
35

58
25

70

on lead and soil N/D 35
Relocating a building M/J 60
Roofing

asphalt shingles J/A 66

imitation slate M/] 50

wooden shingles J/A 58
REMUDDLING

Extended Circumstances N/D 114

Peek-A-Boo M/A 146

Riders’ Block J/F 114

Thinking Inside the Box J/A 122

Up, Up, and Away $/0 122

Who Knew? (Times Two) M/] 138
Rugs S/0 42
S
Schnare, Susan E.

on summerhouses J/A 44
Silver-screen stars J/F 41
Spanish-style architecture S/0 76
Stair millwork N/D 40
Strauss, Anne McCarthy

on a show-biz house M/A 76
Summerhouses J/A 44
T
Tools, cordless N/D 46
Tours of historic homes M/A 70
Tudor houses, interior N/D 62
U
Urban houses N/D 72
v
VanHecke, Susan

on vintage bathroom sinks J/A 41
Victorian plants (indoor) J/F 45
Vogel, Charity

on why old houses appeal N/D 68
w
Walls, preparation J/F 58
Waldfogel, Sabra

on a William Gray Purcell house M/] 56
Williams, Paul Kelsey

on restoring windows M/J 40
Windows

insulated M/J 70

restoring M/] 40

styles M/] 46
Wood

flooring J/F 68

shingles J/A 58
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100% Biodegradable ¢ Non-Caustic & Non-Hazardous
Virtually No Odor « Made With 100% American Grown Soybeans

SOY . cer”

Professional Paint & Urethane Remover

Lead-based Paint, Varnishes & Urethanes
Trim « Molding « Brick = Furniture « Metal » Wood Floors

Soy*Gel is a consumer friendly paint, varnish, and urethane remover. The low
evaporation rate of Soy+Gel and its gel formulation make it possible to remove
several layers of paint in one application. During the removal of lead based paint,
lead becomes encapsulated in the gel, preventing air born lead particles, allowing for
safe and easy disposal. Soy*Gel contains no methylene chloride, is not an alkaline
based stripper and cleans up easily with water. Unlike traditional paint strippers
Soy*Gel lets you work without the odor. Indoors or outdoors, you can be

guaranteed a safe restoration process with Soy*Gel.

'_'—'Before

Brick F:'rpface and Mantel

Wi A

Falw = 4 A -
g 2 f ¢

Fiye Stars!

L N A

uN :

%2112

Y

FRANMAR

Call Today or Shop-Online!
1-800-538-5069 ¢ www.franmar.com
*Available in Quart, Gallon, 2 1/2 Gallons, and 5 Gallons

6 Hours Later!

Circle no. 444




www.chimneyfans.com
8002552923
EXHAUSTO "

VENTING DESIGN SOLUTIONS u
Circle no. 190

m&mmmulemhscmmmu.

supjod W SSILL SLUol B u=SioWad

Designs @ In Tile

Box 358 4 Dept J ¢ Mt Shasta ¢ CA # 96067

!
7
i
|
:
5
.

STICKS, STAYS PUT
WILLNOT SHRINK
ﬁ

Durham's
permanently ¢
adheres in ’“'”jm

wood, plaster, and

tile. Ideal for use by

woodworkers, painters,

electricians, and

carpenters. Available <# A

through hardware, Eumber and bmldlng
material dealers, and paint distributors from
coast to coast.

Donald Durham Co.

Box 804-HJ, Des Moines, |A 50304
http://www.waterputty.com

Circle no. 147
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| Wood Turnings for Porches & Slatrways

| +Stock or Costom Designs o Authentc Replcations o Prompt Quafty Service o
+Porch Posts » Balusters « Newtls « Spindles « Finials » Handraile
#Lengths To 12 Feet » Free Brochures
1-80-529064 Faux 701642424
E-Mail: infocinderwhiLcom

ARCHITECTURAL
WOOD PRODUCTS
Custom Made! Quick Turnaround!

Traditional Storms, Screens, Storm
Doors, Combinations, Sash, Units, True
Divided Lites, Mortise and Tenon.

1-888-285-8120
300 Trails Road » Eldridge, IA 52748
www.adamsarch.com

| _u

The Elegance and Beauty
of Yesterday for Today!

Exact replicas of the beautiful old
tin ceilings are now available in
durable, lightweight high impact
polymer plastic. They are easy to
install, paintable and washable.
Available in fire-rated materials and
colors. Several patterns from which
to choose. Please write or call:

%[m@[ll]ﬁ:m“@

—_—iNe

P.O. Box 210, Blanchard, LA 71009
Office (318) 929-7398
FAX (318) 929-3923
www.ceilingsmagnifique.com

Suppliers

Listed below are a number of resources and
suppliers for the old-house restorer. For an in-
depth compilation of companies serving the old-
house market, go to the “Restoration Directory”

_on oldhousejournal.com.

American Standard

1 Centennial Plaza

Piscataway, N] 08855

(800) 442-1902
www.americanstandard-us.com
Circle 29 on the resource card.

Crane Plumbing

1235 Hartney Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202

(847) 864-7600
www.craneplumbing.com
Circle 30 on the resource card.

Eljer, Inc.

14801 Quorum Drive
Dallas, TX 75254

(800) 423-5537
www.eljer.com

Circle 31 on the resource card.

Kohler

444 Kohler Drive
Highland, WI 53044

(800) 4-KOHLER
www.kohler.com

Circle 32 on the resource card.

Porcher

6615 West Boston Street
Chandler, AZ 85226

(800) 359-3261
www.porcher-us.com

Circle 33 on the resource card.

Radiant Direct

5805 East Sharp

Spokane, WA 99212

(888) 298-6036
www.radiantdirect.com

Circle 34 on the resource card.

Radiantec

PO.Box 1111

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(800) 451-7593
www.radiantec.com

Circle 35 on the resource card.

Uponor Wirsbo

5925 148th street west

Apple Valley, MN 55124
(800) 321-4739
www.wirsbo.com

Circle 36 on the resource card.

Bosch/Controlled Energy Corp.
38000 Hills Tech Drive
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(800) 503-5028.
www.controlledenergy.com
Circle 37 on the resource card.

www.oldhousejournal.com




Traditional

Over

400

Products

® Buying guides
® DIY Tips

® Complete
information on
product sources

® Hundreds of
full-color product
photos

2 AN _%

@ Internet
information for over

400 leading suppliers building materials : lern sub:
order ($9.95 plus $5 shipping and handling), call (202) 3:
Eastern Time, Mon-Fri.

On Sale Now!



NU-WAL.

RESTORATION SYSTEM

Everyone dreams in Color!

The Color People provide custom and historic
color schemes for all styles of buildings.
We work nationally and internationally
through our famous mail order sys-
&' % tem. While most of our work is

=W commercial we especially cater to
individual homeowners.

| For over lwenty years we have creat-

» Cost effective

* One day ed America's prettiest houses.
applicaﬁon 2231 Larimer Street
* Remove no trim / Denver, C0 80205

1 800541 7174

Visit our website at
www.colorpeople.com.

Email: nicecolors@colorpeople.com

G_SPEUFICA'I'ION CHEMICALS, INC.

www.nu-wal.com
800-247-3932
Circle no. 108

Circle no. 434

NoTt ALL CHIMNEY LINERS
ARE CREATED EQUAL.

Home restoration experts know the difficulties involved in making old chimneys
info safe ond structurally sound chimneys, while maintaining their istoric integrity.
That's why more ond more pecple are calling on GOLDEN FLUE. We'e the costn-
place masonry liner experts with America’s most fire retardant chimney lining mixture.
Poured and hardened right in the chimney, GOLDEN FLUE even increases the
strength of the original structure.
Before you settle for o stainless steel liner, tile liner,
or GOLDEN FLUE “look-o-ike” call the experts who storted |[( a OLDEN |
it oll for o free brochure and the nome of an authorized FLUE

GOLDEN FLUE dealer in your areq. The Cure for the Flue’
www.goldenflue.com

Call For A FREE Brochure Today. 800-446-5354
Circle no. 159

Were In
Americas
Most Historic
Chimneys.

EYE CATCHING QUALITY
RED CEDAR SHUTTERS

Delivered Right To Your Door! =, a 1)

BORA-CARE

Protect Wood from
Insects and Fungi

® Safe (low toxicity) for people,
animals and the environment.

@ Kills wood boring insects &
decay fungi

@ Fenetrates into logs &
timbers for deep protection.

L.V44 4,
Xe iV

Call for free brochure and assistance with your project.
Many shutter types available. Endless cut out possibilities!

Shuttercraft, Inc. Call (203) 245-2608
Guilford, CT www.shuttercraft.com

@ Easy water soluble application

® Repels Termites

Preservation Resource Group, Inc.

www.PRGinc.com 800-774-7891
=
Circle no. 270

www.BeautifulRa
3 3 |

« Exclusive! secure on-line ordering www.BeautifulRadiators.com
for radiator enclosures! Or, call . . . 800.543.7040
« Exclusive! best enclosure prices! s VER

« Exclusive! powder-coated finish g%ﬁ o~
Div. of Arsco Mfg, One of America's Most Trusted

» Exclusive! design is proven
to reduce heaﬂng costs Radiator Enclosure Manufacturers. (Since 1934/)

Circle no. 120
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Rinnai Corporation

103 International Drive
Peachtree City, GA 30269
(866) 746-6241
www.foreverhotwater.com
Circle 38 on the resource card.

Stiebel Eltron Inc.

17 West Street

West Hatfield, MA 01088
(800) 582-8423
www.stiebel-eltron-usa.com
Circle 39 on the resource card

Takagi

5 Whatney

Irvine, CA 92618

(888) 882-5244
www.takagi.com

Circle 40 on the resource card.

Staircase & Millwork Co.

165 Tidwell Dr.

Alpharetta, GA 30004

(800) 878-9778
www.mrstair.com

Circle 41 on the resource card.

Stairways Inc.

4166 Pinemont

Houston, TX 77018-1106
(800) 231-0793
www.stairwaysinc.com

Circle 42 on the resource card.

Stairworld

2-110 Bentley Ave.

Ottwa, ON K2E6T9

Canada

(800) 387-7711
www.stairworld.com

Circle 43 on the resource card.

OLD-HOUSE ~ JOURNAL'S  RESTORATION
DIRECTORY is an annual compilation of
more than 1,700 companies offering
restoration products and services. OLD
Houst JouRNAL'S TRADITIONAL PRODUCTS
is a yearly compendium featuring hun-
dreds of four-color photos showing
hard-to-find period products, along
with complete background info on each.

To order a copy of either the
RESTORATION DIRECTORY or TRADITIONAL
Propucts ($9.95 each, plus $5.00 for
shipping and sales tax, if applicable),
call (202) 339-0744 ext. 101,9a.m. to 5
p.m., Eastern Time, Monday through
Friday. Or simply make out a check for
$14.95 to OLD-HoUSE JOURNAL, and mail
it to OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL'S RESTORATION
DIRECTORY, 1000 Potomac St., NW, Suite
102, Washington, DC 20007.

www.oldhousejournal.com




Radiant

Soapstone
Warmth

1Soapstone is nature’s
1perfect stove material -
Ibeautiful, durable and
lefficient. It heats steadily # . 3
land comfortably - day htedpe Jot e ~
lafter day, night after night.

INo puu'cr rL:qui;'ud. - & \‘OOd or Gas
1Call for a free catalog.

1

i Woodstock Soapstone Co.,

I www.woodstove.com

1-888-664-8188

Circle no. 267

66 Airpark Rd, Dept. 2068, W. Lebanon NH 013754

Finest Quality Reproduction

RASS & IRON HARDWARE
g Since 1933, Ball and Ball
has been manufacturing the
highest quality reproduction
furniture hardware, builders
hardware, lighting fixtures,
§ and fireplace accessories
available.

Call for our newly expanded lighting caralog
fearuring hundreds of exciting new products
463 W. Lincoln Highway (Rt. 30)
Exton, PA 19341
610-363-7330 » Fax: 610-363-7639
1-800-257-3711
www.ballandball.com

,_Lots:.--o,f Products Claim

_.;.'The Best.
We Prove It.
O

registers and mouldings. i

+ Horizontal-slot models — Shgie-pienemtrucdon -
means easier finishing and longer service life.

: Verticakslot models — The h;ghastmtegrlymuiﬁ- /

Maﬂabie%orwm&mpnandyour j g [ < O
choice of elevated or recessed thumb control.

'Chm&ommomdmwmodspedesmzo Lo
the perfect “finish for y your ﬂoors, walls and camngs.

815- 728-8888

To order or for more inforrnation

EE I 1

MANUFACTURING CO.
Wonder Lake, illinois * -Faxfs.l 5-728-9663 www.allamericanwood.com

Circle no. 243

GLASS INTERIOR

Storm Windows

_ *Reduce heating & cooling bills up to 30%
* Maintain the cham & beauty of your

» Eliminale drafts completely

« Greally reduces outside nose

» Custom sizes

» Perfect for enclosing screen porches

* Easy no fool snap in & out

[Innerglass]

the better alternative

1-800-743-6207 + FAX (860) 651-4789
I5 Herman Drive , Simsbury, CT 06070

www.stormwindows.com

Circle no. 589

(raditional-huilding.com
Internet

Gateway to
Historical
Products

www.oldhousejournal.com

Circle no. 242

_ Baths From The Past Collection

Creative c,ustom;dgsign solutions for the bath & kitchen

T o

64 PG CATALOG-$5; BROCHURE-FREE 1-800-697 3871 or fax 1-781-871-8533
Baths From The Past, 83 East Water Street, Rockland, Ma 02370

Visit Us On The Web at www.bathsfromthepast.com
Circle no. 325
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Decorate With WALL WNCRPS

Everyday inspiration ... a bit of whimsy

house from over Hﬂil pre-spaced and pre-pasted quotes ond
wee. phrases offered in o variety of languages, colors, font styles
and sizes. Only mmutes rn upply of remove. Emer than stenciling or
hand painting. ¢ FREE
(888) 422-6685 wwswallwords cor VOVEWNE

Circle no. 568

Under Glass Mig.
P.O. Box 81
High Falls, NY 12240
845-687-4700
845-687-4957 (Fax)
www.underglassusa.com !

Circle no. 489

PLAQUES

‘«,OOM“"" 10z ‘\D fo

1883

o
"'”’ AzLs - AT B

Custom Lettered Bronze Markers

« National Register Plagues

= Custom Worded Plaques

» Sizes: Medallions to
Roadside Markers

= Graphics and Logos
Reproduced

+ Metal Photo Images

= Time Capsules

* Discounts to Historical
Societies

ERIE LANDMARK COMPANY
637 Hempfield Hill Rd.
Columbia, PA 17512

FREE BROCHURE
Call: 800-874-7848 / Fax: 703-758-2574
See our on-line catalog at
www.erielandmark.com
E-Mail: info@erielandmark.com
Rush service available
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Ask about short range radio broadcast
of your historical message

90 OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005

+ Mahogany

+ Custom sizes

+ Tempered glass
+ 55 styles

e Proven Effective
e Always Humane

eDiscreet Control Send $3 for our catalog
*Birds & Animals : B pEnEn:l Touchstone
oFree Product Catalog. =~ - N “;%ngf?g(s
*Call Now - 800.624.1189 Dept OHJ

Nixalite” of America Inc
F:800.624.1196 www.nixalite.com

www.touchstonewoodworks.com
Circle no. 587

Circle no. 178

(};l)(-_)-[-) TIME S"[‘(')V'.I_":- CO.
. A Family Business since 1973
Genuine Antique Stoves =

Restored With Love...

for the Warmth of your Home
& the Heart of your Kitchen

Conversions to Gas & Electrie
Available to all Models

. www.goodtimestove.com

Bestorstion for Ask for Sara, the Stove Princess

Beauty & Safety Toll Free 1-888 282-7506
World’s Largest Inventory

Prop. Stove Black Richardson and his beautiful daughter, Sara, the Stove Princess

Circle no. 160

Expert & Quality

WOODEN
FLOOR GRATES

TIN ROOF

RESTORATION

The Space Age Solution
for Weatherproofing
Historic Roofs

Acrymax® Coatings and
Systems help you restore,
3 beautify, and protect a

B variety of historic roof
types, as well as masonry
and stucco walls. A long-
lasting, environmentally
safer alternative to other
systems. Acrymax systems are easy to apply
and come in a variety of colors. Call today for
a free brochure on the Acrylic system tough
enough to stop leaks cold.

PRESERVATION
PRODUCTS, INc.

Protecting America’s heritage,
ome landmark at a time.

1-800-553-0523

221 Brooke Street * Media, PA 19063
610-565-5755 » Fax: 610-891-0834

WWW.presernva tior 1PIC )‘]lIL‘l 5.00m

Circle no. 185

From 2"x10" to 20"x32"
* 3 FLOOR MODELS
* BASEBOARD ¢ WALLMOUNTED
* UNFINISHED OR PREFINISHED
* EGGCRATE OR LOUVERED

Send $2.00 for catalog
and receive a $5. coupon to:

GRATE VENTS

P.O. Box 471
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0471
(815) 459-4306

Fax (815) 459-4267
E-mail: doug @gratevents.com

www.gratevents.com
i EEEEEEENEZR
Circle no. 163
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Many Years Ago
we announced the availability of
our old-fashioned solid wood

Architectural Details!

R

Now our FREE 192 page [l |
Master Catalog A

1

|

overflows with Victorian & Country W
Gingerbread and other romantic "'1
designer details. Over 130 color 1
photos of products in use, lots of | |
valuable how-to information, and | | | |
numerous detailed drawings! LJ

details

Architecraral [

P 4 P
/ »°  Decorations
7 were an instant success when
[ o we began offering designs 1o fit

any standard roof.

e

f; isa u'm:r ¢ h:c ation _\ﬁ |
o Sfor our custom-length I
== SPANDRELS/

T Plain doorways?
& | Not since everyone
i
|

(g

| discovered our vast
array of BRACKETS
and MOULDINGS!

| And don't forget our
|| elegant & functional
| | SCREEN/STORM DOORS
for lasting first
impressions!

PORCHES

How 1o DEsigy,
Bunn & DeCoRATE

Porch Design Book
How to design, build, and
nlu.nmw your dream porch! 208 pages $693

Hwy 34 S « PO Box 39 MSC 4286
Quinlan, Texas 75474-0039
(903) 356-2158

COPPER = BRASS
BRONZE & PEWTER
METAL COATINGS

(WATER BASE FOR ALL SURFACES)

PATINA

ANTIQUE FINISHES
VERDIGRIS, GREEN, BLUE
BLACK, BROWN, BURGUNDY

Sample Packs Available

FREE BROCHURE
1-800-882-7004

Circle no. 272

classic tile for
the traditional home

Dutch Doors

www.vintagedoors.com
¢ Handcrafted

¢ Solid Wood

¢ Vintage Quality

¢ Interior & Exterior
¢ Full Door Line

+ Call for Catalog
YesterYear's Vintage Doors
Toll Free: 800 787 2001
Circle no. 336

CLASSIC GUTTER SYSTEMS, L.L.C. |

* Heavy duty copper, aluminum
and galvalume hall round

* Up to 26' shipped
nationally

= Buy direct

8 styles of
cast facia
brackets

Ph. (269) 665-2700 * Fax. (269) 665-1234
P.O. Box 2319 » Kalamazoo, MI 49003
For complete line visit www.classicgutters.com

£WW 2004

www.vintagewoodworks.com

Circle no. 209

wiww.oldhousejournal.com

PARTS

540 South Avenue
Rochester New York 14620
1| Phone:585.325.2329

Toll Free:888.558.2329
Facsimile: 585.325.3613
Monday-Saturday 9:30-6:00
www.historichouseparts.com

-x:ﬁ architectural
A Jafvgye and Q

restoration

Jufffz'&f

L/ =

WWW.HISTORICHOUSEPARTS.COM

Circle no. 266

Circle no. 135

THE REPORTS ARE IN.
COPPERCRAFT PRODUCTS
PASSED THE 'I'ESTS'

Meets ASTM
requirements.

1-800-486-2723

www.coppercraft.com
Circle no. 387
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SPIRAL STAIRCASES
CUSTOM BUILT TO W
YOUR ORDER

Complete with wooden
railing. The most
attractive and priced
far below the rest.

F i
Both all-wood and steel models available
SEND FOR FULL-COLOR BROCHURE

OR CALL 800-536-4341
www.spiral-staircases.com

Goddard Manufacturing
Box 502, Dept. OH]J
Logan, KS 67616

Circle no. 227

a. RADIATOR
STEELENNCLOSURES

FOR HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES, INSTITUTIONS

SHO : . i

RE! V 5
713/721-9200 4255250 02N 00N Texas o

NP5y P3| —
6", 12" & 24” PATTERNS ~ COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL m" =

BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE « EASY TO ASSEMBLE
MANY STYLES & COLORS * BAKED ENAMEL FINISH

Send '1.00 for Brochures. Refundable with Order.

MONAR CH Dept OHJ

P.O Box 326, 111 Kero Rd. Carlstadt, N.J. 07072
(201) 507-5551 www.monarchrad.com

Circle no. 255

TheTinman.com
Circle no. 131

THE BEST IN ..

Unusual Fancy,

Pull Chain Toilets,
Claw Foot Bathtubs,
Pedestal Lavatories,
Showers, Foot Tubs,

N Early American—"
Furniture Kits /]

Our new catalog is
filled with authentic

. : ; - reproductions. Make
Sitz Baths, Kitchen Sinks, BATHROOM ANTIQUES your own antiques from
Rare Parts, for information, call or writ:z our kits, or let us do the

= ALL OLD : finishing for you.
» BOUGHT & SOLD 9645 Sylvia Ave.,

= CRATED & Northridge, CA 91324-1756 1-800-28%—2389
SHIPPED ANYWERE (818) 772-1721 for a Free Catalog

www.vintageplumbing.com www.cohassetcolonials.com
Box 548-H] 55, Ashburnham, MA 01430

Circle no. 462

S AN 2| MODERN ORNAMENTATION || R
4? . A, A collection of Christopher Dresser designs e \

~ & Kayne and Son
b %’ Custom Hardware, Inc.
b Dept OHR

@ . 100 Daniel Ridge Road
Candler, N.C. 28715

M A SON @WOLF (828) 667-8868 or 665-1988

Fax: (828) 665-8303

WALLPAPER ||| Bt

» Builders/Architectural Hardware
* Custom Forging

« Cast Brass & Bronze

+ Custom Hinges & Thumblatches

PO Box 6224 Freehold, N] 07728 » Fireplace Tools & Accessories

Catalogs $5.00

mason-wolf.com  732-866-0451
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[ X-100 Natural Seal
anann YYood Care System

* GREAT FOR DECKS!

STEP i ¥ &
== |+ Pre-Finish
= ElesTEP 2:
Deck Finish or
Wood Préservative

Protect, Preserve & Beautify
Wood Surfaces!

AB j www.abrp.com
800.346.7532

Circle no. 565

FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CATALOG CALL Us AT 1.800.387.6267
ARCHITECTURAL GRILLE 42 Second Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11215
718.832.1200 Fax718.832.1390

www.archgrille.com info@archgrille.com

ARCHITECTURAL GRILLE

CUSTOM FABRICATED AND FINISHED BAR GRILLES, PERFORATED GRILLES AND SPECIALTY ITEMS

BARGRILLES

Circle no. 76

www.oldhousejournal.com

Building
_Pr_oducts

40,000+ Decorative

Interior/Exterior
Architectural Mouldings
& Millwork

Period & Contemporary
Hardware

Brass Tubing & Fittings

Kitchen & Bathroom
Accessories

Columns & Capitals
Fireplace Surrounds
Knobs & Pulls
Wall Coverings
Wainscoting
Balustrading
Lighting
Wrought Iron
Components
Furniture & Cabinet Components
Stamped Steel & Polymer Ceiling Tiles....
And So Much More

chitectural> Products vy Qutwater..c

Tel: 1-800-835-4400 Fax: 1-800-835-4403
New Jersey = Arizona ¢ Canada
www.outwater.com

Circle no. 285

Circle no. 137
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An Inviting Past,

Subscribe to
Own-House JournAL.
Your home
deserves no less.

Call us at 800.234.3797
or visit us online at
www.oldhousejournal.com.

An Enduring Future.

When you subscribe to OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL,
you'll discover how to blend the elegance of
yesteryear with today’s modern amenities.
Step-by-step instructions, expert “how-to’s,”
and unique insight will help you to discern the
tools, funds, processes, and materials you'll
need to recapture your home’s personality and
promise. An authority on homes of every style
and every era, OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL provides
cost-saving tips, beautiful interior
schemes, and resources for authentic and
reproduction architecture in every issue.

Best of all, OLp-Houste JournaL chronicles the
real-life successes of fellow restorers. Their
advice for living in an ever-changing renovation
environment, and a subscription to OLD-HOUSE
JournAL means you're never alone. Together,
we'll work to give your older home a brand-

new beginning. Old ’House

JOURNAL

visit us online at

www.oldhousejournal.com



Lighting As The
Craftsman Intended

For a truly unique
lighting experience,
:hru from

over 5325 s e
of our historically
inspired [ixtures
handmade to vour
spec 'J'_J'}'r:r:!f'rmr-. one
light at a time.

Visit our website.
Order our
Experienc ;
in the mukmg

© 1o

‘f)w CALIFORNIA

LANTERN COMPANY
Where History & Architecture Come to Light™

975 N. Enterprise St. Orange, CA 92867 * 800-577-6679

www.oldcalifornia.com

~ Circle no. 404

@ Custom Mailboxes
® Address Plaques
& Weathervanes
® Bronze Markers
® Street & Golf

Course Signs

800-265-0041
www.mailboxes. info

_CusToM HOME
XLCESSOR IES

Circle no. 561

URNAL NOVEME JECEMBER a5




PWOduCt Lit€7/.ﬂtu7"e from Old-House Journal's Advertisers

qu lracmceass to aach arlmhsets
website & to order bmchure online,
log on to:
http://www.oldhousejournal.com/lit

Pl cormspnndmg numbers on

nd mail it today. If payment is
raqui d, please put the completed card in
an envelope with your payment and mail it to
.on the card.

http://www.oldhousejournal.com/lit/

Circle no.
| Abatron 228
See our ad on page 39
Products for restoring, strengthening,
repairing deteriorated wood; concrete
patching, resurfacing compounds.

800-445-1754

Adams Architectural Wood
Products

See our ad on page 86

Wood window units, replacement sash,
| true divided lites, bent glass, restoration
glass. Literature $5. 888-285-8120
All American Wood Register 242
See our ad on page 89

Solid wood registers, metal registers,
stair treads and risers and custom mill-
work. Free literature 815-728-8888

Allied Window, Inc.
See our ad on page 107
Invisible Storm Windows. $2.25 color
| brochure. 800-445-5411

78

American Building
Restoration

See our ad on page 93
Specialty restoration products including
masonry cleaners, wood restorers,
& preservatives. Free literature.
414-421-4125

565

American College
of the Buiding Arts
See our ad on page 103

168

Architectural Grille 76
See our ad on page 93
Bar grilles & perforated grilles.

Free literature. 718-832-1200

Architectural Products
| by Outwater

See our ad on page 93
40,000+ decorative building products .
Lowest prices. Free literature.
888-772-1400

285

Arrow Fastener Company

See our ad on page 80

Staple guns & staples, nail guns & nails,
rivet tools & rivets, glue guns & glues &
steel rule tape measures. Free literature.

Circle no.
ARSCO Manufacturing Co. 120
See our ad on page 88
Metal radiator covers and enclosures for
steam and hot-water heating systems.

Free literature. 800-543-7040

The Ashford Institute
of Antiques

See our ad on page 113
Antique home study course for profit
and pleasure. Complete a serious course
with tremendous financial and personal
reward. Diploma program.

Free literature. 850-244-0632

312

Ball & Ball 243
See our ad on page 89

Victorian hardware. $7 catalog.
610-363-7330

Bathroom Machineries 510

See our ad on page 104
Original and reproduction bathroom fix-
tures. Free literature. 209-728-2081

Baths from the Past/
Besco Plumbing

See our ad on page 89
$5 catalog, free brochure. 800-897-9871

325

Ben Moore National 429
See our ad on page 16
Bradbury & Bradbury 125

See our ad on page 103

Hand silk-screened wallpaper in Neo-
Classical, Victorian, and Arts & Crafts
styles. $12 catalog. 707-746-1900

Carlisle Wide Plank Floors
See our ad on page 14
Traditional Wide Plank Flooring.
Free literature. 800-595-9663

127

Carriage House

Door Company

See our ad on page 7

Free literature. 866-890-1776

124

Chelsea Decorative Metal 131
See our ad on page 92

Pressed tin for walls and ceilings.
Victorian to Art Deco styles.

Literature $1. 713-721-9200

Circle no.
Cinder Whit & Company, Inc.
See our ad on page 86 |
Porch posts, newel posts, balusters, spin-
dles, finials, and handrails in stock or
replica designs. Free literature.
800-527-9064
Classic Accents 134
See our ad on page 107
Push-button light switches, wall plates,
fancy tassels, cord, moulding, Hook &
Edison light bulbs, etc. $2 catalog.
734-284-7661

Classic Gutter Systems 135
See our ad on page 91

Gutter Projects. Free literature.
616-382-2700

Clawfoot Supply 596

See our ad on page 14

Clawfoot tubs and unique fixtures for the
period bath. Buy direct and save.

Free literature. 877-682-4192

Cohasset Colonials

See our ad on page 92
Authentic reproduction Early American
furniture. Free literature. 800-288-2389

462

The Color People 434
See our ad on page 88
Coppa Woodworking 137

See our ad on page 93

Wood screen doors. 160 styles in pine,
douglas fir, oak, mahogany, redwood,
cedar. Free catalog. 310-548-4142

Copper Craft Inc. 387
See our ad on page 91
Architectural  sheetmetal products

including dormers, cupolas, spires, con-
ductor heads, and custom designed prod-
ucts. Free literature. 800-486-2723
Country Road Associates 139
See our ad on page 105

19th-century reclaimed wood for floor-
ing in pine, chestnut, oak, heartpine,
hemlock and more. Free color literature.
845-677-6041

Crown City Hardware 88
See our ad on page 4
Hard-to-find hardware brass, iron,

pewter, and crystal. Free catalog.
626-794-1188
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Product Literature o

se Journal’s Advertisers

| S

For Direct Access to each advertisers
website & to order brochure online,
log on to:
htpy//www.oldhousejournal.comyit

Circle no.
Crown Point Cabinetry

See our ad on page 9

Furniture quality, period style, custom

cabinetry for kitchens, baths, and
beyond. 800-999-4994

Custom Home Accessories 561
See our ad on page 95

800-265-0041

Dakota Alert 581

See our ad on page 104

Wireless driveway alarms. Easy do-it-
yourself installation. Wireless range up
to several miles. Free literature.
605-356-2772

Designs in Tile 145
See our ad on page 86

Custom Victorian and Arts & Crafts tiles
& murals. Coordinated borders & field
patterns. 3” x 6” subway tile. Molded
trim, mosaic flooring, & more.
Literature $3.

Please circle the corresponding numbers on
required, please put the completed card in
an envelope with your payment and mail it to
the address on the card.

Circle no.
Devenco Louver Products 85
See our ad on page 104
Donald Durham Company 147

See our ad on page 86
Rock-Hard Putty. Free literature.
515-243-0491

Erie Landmark

See our ad on page 90

Custom-Made Plaques. Free brochure.
800-874-7848

Exhausto 190
See our ad on page 86

Faux Effects

International, Inc. 330

See our ad on page 20

Known for the creation of environmen-
tally friendly, water-based products and
for creating beauty through professional
applications. 800-270-8871

http://www.oldhousejournal.com/lit/

Circle no.
Fein Power Tools 151
See our ad on page 19
Makers of the world’s first power tools,
1895. Free literature. 800-441-9878
Fires of Tradition 210
See our ad on page 106
Select range of victorian cast fireplaces,
grates, ceramic tiles, mantels for wood,
gas or electric new construction or
renovation. Literature $6 519-770-0063

Fischer & Jirouch 91
See our ad on page 101
Plaster Ornament. Restoration and

reproduction with fiber-reinforced plas-
ter. Complete catalog $10. 216-361-3840
Follansbee Steel 93
See our ad on page 31

Proprietary Z/T (r) alloy provides tradi-
tional terne roofing material unprece-

dented corrosion resistance.
800-624-6906

RETURN THIS COUPON TODAY FOR INFORMATION FROM THE COMPANIES IN THIS ISSUE OF OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL.
To request information from companies in this issue, please circle the appropriate number below, put this card in an envelope with your
check or money order made out to Old-House Journal, and mail it to the address below. Or charge the amount to your Visa, MasterCard,
or American Express card. The information comes directly from the companies, and Old-House Journal is not responsible for any discrep-
ancies in catalog prices. To order product literature online, go to www.oldhousejournal.com/lit.

1 Free 18 Free 35 Free 52 Free 69 Free 117 Free 168 Free 234 Free 336 Free 495 Free

2 Free 19 Free 36 Free 53 Free 70 Free 120 Free 172 $6.00 242 Free 342 Free 500 Free

3 Free 20 Free ar Free 54 Free m Free 122  Free 178  Free 243 $700 387 Free 522 Free
4 Free 21 Free 38 Free 55 Free 72 Free 123  Free 180 Free 245 Free 404 Free 537 $2.00
5 Free 22 Free 39 Free 56 Free 73 Free 124  Free 182 Free 253 Free 406 Free 538 Free

6 Free 23 Free 40 Free 57 Free 74 Free 125 $12.00 185 Free 255 $1.00 413 Free 541 Free

[y Free 24 Free 4 Free 58 Free 76 Free 127 Free 189  Free 257 Free 416  Free 557 $10.00
8 Free 25 Free 42 Free 59 Free 78 $225 131 $1.00 190 Free 258 Free 419  Free 565 Free

9 Free 26 Free 43 Free 60 Free 81 Free 134 $200 196 Free 266 $10.00 421 Free 587 $3.00
10 Free 27 Free 44 Free 61 Free 87 Free 135 Free 201  Free 270 Free 434 Free 589 Free
1 Free 28 Free 45 Free 62 Free 88 Free 137 Free 209 Free 272 Free 444  Free 596 Free
12 Free 29 Free 46 Free 63 Free 90 Free 139 Free 210 Free 281 $4.00 448 Free 606 Free
13 Free 30 Free 47 Free 64 Free 91 $10.00 147 Free 216  Free 285 Free 455 Free

14 Free 31 Free 48 Free 65 Free 929 Free 150 Free 217 Free 308 Free 462 Free

15 Free 32 Free 49 Free 66 Free 101  Free 151 Free 221 Free 309 Free 469  Free

16 Free 33 Free 50 Free 67 Free 108 Free 159  Free 227  Free 323 Free 486 Free

17 Free 34 Free 51 Free 68 Free 114  Free 163 $2.00 228 Free 325 Free 489 $3.00
NAME . P = S TOTAL ENCLOSED
ADDRESS % - === =
CiTY STATE ZiP EMAIL
CREDIT CARD # = % N ~ EXP. DATE § 3
SIGNATURE ¥ - = DAY TEL #

Please mail payment and card to Old-House Journal, PO Box 413050 Naples FL 34101-6776. This coupon expires March 2006. OHJ0705C

www.oldhousejournal.com
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PTOduCt Lite7/.ﬂtu7"€ from Old-House Journal’s Advertisers

FAST ON-LINE SERVICE! : ORDER BY MAIL 7 % ' 4

For Direct Access to each advertisers Please circle the corresponding numbars on - —
wabiita & toordor broslies orine, the card and mail it today. If payment is -

required, please put the completed card in ORDER BY FAX
log on to: an '_q_anve_l,ope with your payment and mail it to Fax vnur'cu'mpkated
httpy//www.oldhousejournal.com/lit the address on the card. card to 888-847-6035
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Circle no. Circle no. Circle no.
Franmar Chemical 444  Gorilla Glue Company House of Antique Hardware 495
See our ad on page 85 See our ad on page 27 See our ad on page 20
' 800-966-3458 Antique and vintage reproduction house
| Goddard Mfg. Co. Inc. 227 hardware. Online catalog. 888-233-2545
See our ad on page 92 Grate Vents 163
' Custom built spiral stairs using materials ~ See our ad on page 90 Howard Products 455
| ranging between all steel & all wood or  Wooden floor and wall mounted grates.  See our ad on page 105
combinations of both starting at $485. $2. brochure. 815-459-4306 Restore It! Don’t strip it! Since 1969,
Free literature. 800-536-4341 Howard Products has been making the
Historic HouseParts 266  highest quality Antique Furniture Care
- Golden Flue 159  See our ad on page 91 Products. Free literature. 800-266-9545
See our ad on page 88 Salvaged & reproduction hardware.
| Chimney liners. Free information. Literature $10. 585-325-2329 Hyde Tools, Inc. 606
| 800-446-5354 See our ad on page 20
Homesaver Chimney Liner Paint, drywall and wallcovering finish-
| Good Time Stove Co. 160  See our ad on page 108 ing tools. Free literature.
See our ad on page 90 For restoring great old chimneys in great  800-USA-HYDE

Fully restored authentic antique kitchen old homes, call Homesaver.
ranges and heating stoves. Free litera-  800-437-6685
ture. 413-268-3677

Each season Old-House Journal’s New Old House magazine brings you new homes that echo the
past while keeping all the comforts of today’s lifestyles.

New old Euuses satisfy our insatiable appetite for the charm of old houses while offering all
the bells and whistles of today—gourmet kitchens, luxurious master baths, and rooms com-
pletely wired for twenty-first century technologies.

Through each issue of Old-House Journals New Old House, we'll explore classic American
house styles all across the country and hear from traditionally schooled architects who create
dwellings with a sense of history and belonging. We'll discover the ideas behind designing a
home with a “past:” how, for example, architects and designers introduce salvage materials into
a space to give it that old-house feel; how the scale and proportions of building design found
in old pattern books are finding new expressions; and how craftspeople perfect the derails of

centuries ago in the present.
New old houses offer a freshness to our country’s landscape, bringing back a sense of

place to the home.

To Subscribe to Old-House Journal’s

Old-House Journal’s
New OLD HOuSsE

NEw OLD HOUSE Call 866.298.5647

Six issues for $17.97 plus $2.00 postage

Building Character in Today’s Homes e handiing.
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FAST ON-LINE SERVICE!

For Direct Access to each advertisers

website & to order brochure online,
log onto:
htp://mww.oldhousejournal.com/lit

ORDER BY MAIL
Please circle the corresponding numbers on
the card and mail it today. If payment is
required, please put the completed card in
an envelope with your payment and mail it to
the address on the card.

http://www.oldhouseiournal.com/lit/

| Circle no. Circle no. Circle no.
Innerglass Window Systems 589  Kayne & Son Custom Hardware Marvin Windows & Doors 323
See our ad on page 89 See our ad on page 92 See our ads on pages 22, 23
High quality, vinyl framed, glass interior ~Custom forged strap hinges, bolts, fire- Offers the industry’s best selection of
window. Free literature. 800-743-6207 place tools & accessories, and latch sets. ~ sizes, options and custom capabilities to
Literature $5. 828-667-8868 exceed your building and remodeling
i The Iron Shop needs. Free literature. 888-537-8268
See our ad on page 105 King’s Chandelier Company 172
Spiral stairs FREE catalog. See our ad on page 105 Mason and Wolf Wallpaper
800-523-7427, ext. OHI; Chandeliers & sconces. $6 catalog. See our ad on page 92
www.ThelronShop.com/OHJ 336-623-6188
| M-Boss, Inc. 342, 416
Jeld-Wen MAAS, Inc. 224 See our ads on the inside back cover, 105
See our ad on the inside front cover, 3 See our ad on page 37 Period inspired pressed metal panels,
| www.jeld-wen.com/JW6 cornic and moldings. Easy installation.
Madawaska Doors 310 Free literature. 888-MBOSSINC
Johns Manville 309 See our ad on page 105
See our ad on page 24 Custom solid wood doors, “Any Size, Monarch Radiator Covers 255
| Johns Manville is the only building insu- Any Design, Any Wood, Any Time.”  §op our ad on page 92
lation company to offer a acomple(e line Free literature. Stock and custom radiator covers. $1.00
of formaldehyde-free products. IM. It’s literature. 201-507-5551

Comforting To Know We're There.

iy , £ s = 3

Desgned l:)y Fthemages. Crafted 199 hand.

£ Fischer & Jirouch is well known for hand-
crafting ornate plaster fixtures as taught by the
<. original owners... old world master artisans
nearly 100 years ago. We offer more than 1,500
architectural details in a variety of period styles. Our
; authentic plaster techniques have been improved to
: meet today’s applications by architects, tradespeople,
l:’- I_l ~and do-it-yourselfers who rely upon our pieces to
lSC Cré’J erUC " enhance their exterior and interior spaces. Easy to

Wwwimhermd;imuchmm install. Affordable. Custom reproductions available.

Send for our 144-page catalog (510 US, $15 Canadian)

THE FISCHER & JIROUCH CO.
4821 Superior Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44103

(216) 361-3840
(216) 361-0650 fax

No credit cards. 3 s, : a8 ]
We ship UPS only (no P.0. boxes) N Ask about our new line

o B y : :
ST PN 1 N6 Yl of Polyurethane/Resin Capitols

Circle no. 91
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Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs Product Literature

And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! from Old-House Journal’s Advertisers
Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system that can Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: soolt :
save you hundreds of dollars in home heating costs by replacing ~ ®  Slash heating cost wyﬂh Energy Star fech. ?lxaht? ‘:5 Amerlcag 0 178
old and inefficient heating. It can replace or supplement your ® Lifetime warranty. No service controcis ce UUrae OR PAsY S
electric heat, gas or oil furnace and woodstoves. * Safe, complete peuce‘nf mind Complete line of bll"d and wildlife con-
Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the heater 2 deﬂﬁ umes, environmental sofe trol products. Free literature.
case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless silicone fluid. o Preassembled — o use 800-624-1189
It's permanent. Youw'll never run out. “Hydro-5il Energy Star” o No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys
thermostat controls a variable watt hydro element that is only being — ®  Porfable (110) or permanent (220V) Nosta]gic Warehouse 101
supplied a proportional amount of power on an ® Whole house heating or single room See our ads on pages 15, 95

as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil is urned on, the 220 VOLT | Approx. Area | Discount Offers door hardware, cabinet hardware
silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with its heat PERMANENT to Heat Price | Quoantity and accessories in'si x’ distinctive finish-
retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro | 8' 2000 watts | 260-300s.f. | $289 Free Tit t‘ 200-322-7002
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil's room-by-room & 1500 watts | 180-250sf. | $259 es. Free literature. i z
“Energy Star” digital control technology greatly 5' 1250 watts | 130-180 sf. | $239 2 2
increases energy savings and comfort. 2 1000 watts | 100-130 s.f. | $219 Old California Lantern 404
3 750 watts | 75-100sf. | $189 See our ad on page 95 e
> 500 watts | 5075sf | $169 Manufacturer of Arts & Crafts-inspired
Thermostats | Call for options & exact heater needed g%tlsllgg-; fg(ﬁt_l;;es Free catalog.
) R P Lot
Hf;roponl;mnl” 5' H’ydm—Max 750-1500 watts $219 Oni’.‘lda Vac Systems 201
|+r::rr3.:;s1:: A Corieior - Dok wah $179 See our ad on page 105 .
. 3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 Premier floor sanding dust collection
$15.00 shipping per heater  § system. Affordable, portable and it real-
: Total Amount $ ly works. Free literature. 866-387-8822
Order today or contact us for more info.  Name Palu Ltd. 557
o Ph Check » MasterCard » Visa Address S d 13
one l —800-627-9276 City St Zip ee b()l”" ad on page 1 K i
® Web i Phone Designs and manufactures furnishings
® Mail Mosdias e o gl MasterCard or Visa Account Information: that resinate with uncompromised qual-
O e “'l_'qusu".m! sl ety ity and beauty. Literature $10.
ydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715  Expiration Date 206-352-2252
Circle no. 250 A

Patina Finishes &

Copper Coatings 272
See our ad on page 91
Copper-Brass-Bronze-Pewter-Iron coat-
ings for all surfaces. Faux finishes,
antique patinas. Free literature.
800-882-7004

Preservation Products/
Chem.Coating 185
See our ad on page 90

Acrymax coatings & systems for pro-
tecting, sealing, and weatherproofing
roofs and walls. Free literature.
800-553-0523

- T Preservation Resource

Decorative Metal Ceilings Group Inc
See our ad on page 88

Books, borate wood preservatives,

Using 100 year old dies, the W. F. Norman Corporation is once epoxies, moisture instruments, masonry

again producing metal plates for the design of ceilings and wall cover- analysis tools. Free literature.

ings. Their growing popularity stems not only from nostalgia but 800-774-7891

from their beauty, permanence, fireproofing and economy.

The fullness of the Hi-Art™ line — including center plates, corner
plates, border plates, cornice and filler plates — permits classic
designs to be produced that are architecturally proportioned for an
exact fit.

Original turn-of-the-century patterns

ProTech Systems, Inc. 187
See our ad on page 104

Chimney Liners. Free Catalog.
888-766-3473

Write for reproduction copy of 72 page illustrated catalog. Price $3.

W.ENorman Corporation
P.O. Box 323 = Nevada, Missouri 64772 = 1-800-641-4038
Fax: 417-667-2708 = www.wfnorman.com

Circle no. 211
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Product Literature

from Old-House Journal's Advertisers

The Reggio Register Co. 189
See our ad on page 104

Cast-brass, cast-iron, cast-aluminum,
and wooden heating grilles. Quality and
beauty to last a lifetime. Free Literature.
978-772-3493

SFA Saniflo Inc. 500
See our ad on page 104

Macerating systems allow installation
of extra bathroom facilities almost any-
where in a building. It's no longer dic-
tated by the need for gravity flow.

Free literature. 519-824-1134

Santech Industries, Inc.
See our ad on page 102

Shaker Workshops

See our ad on page 104
Reproduction shaker furniture.
Free literature. 800-840-9121

Shuttercraft

See our ad on page 88

Interior & exterior wood shutters.
Free literature. 203-245-2608

Snelling’s Thermo-Vac, Inc. 196
See our ad on page 86

Decorative, polymer ceilings and mold-
ings for interior and exterior use.
Residential and commercial applica-
tions. Free literature. 318-929-7398

Southern Wood Floors 541
See our ad on the back cover
Harvests buildings. not wood, to make
Antique Heart Pine. Free literature.
888-488-PINE

Specifications Chemicals 108
See our ad on page 88

System for repairing cracked plaster
walls and ceilings. Free literature.
800-247-3932

Stairworld Inc.

See our ad on page 27

Staircases, stair parts, interior & exteri-
iling components and columns,

Free literature. 800-387-7711

Steptoe & Wife 347
See our ad on page 8
Decorative cast iron spiral &
staircase kits. Free literature.
800-461-0060

& straight

Sunrise Specialty (.ompam 180
See our ad on page 27

www.oldhousejournal.com

Bl@) YOU DR EA MZOE

CARVING OUT A FUTURF’

g structures in
yeauty. We're ear [(:||f_'§',<'

Charleston, SC, whose highly ed\ |L]Ild |du| es master the

art of utilizing materials to their highest le \{I sophistication

To learn more, visit buildingartscollege.us

Circle no. 168

BRADBURY & BRADBURY

A l WAI lPAPth

“Hiw

fmm our NEWAHs&(mI F||u{»(u|]((|| N
www.hradbury.com  707.746.1900

Circle no. 125
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AMERICANA

T\

BAY WINDOWS ARE MADE FOR SHUTTERS
AUTHENTIC DESIGN » FREE MEASURE GUIDE * FREE BROCHURE

SHOW OFF YOUR WINDOWS WITH LOW MAINTENANCE HIGH QUALITY CUSTOM

FABRICATED LOUVERED SHUTTERS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR READY TO
INSTALL IN 4 TO 6 WEEKS. CALL FOR DETAILS AND COST

800-269-5697

Circle no. 85

www.shutterblinds.com

with &/:\'[FLO add a bathroom
anywhere YOU want!

For full details call
128003635874

Saniflo macerating pumping unit

www.saniflo.com

Easy basement installation
without breaking the floor.

AN FLO

A Group SFA Company

Circle no. 500
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Product Literature

from Old-House Journal's Advertisers

Superior Clay Corp. 538
See our ad on page 106

Clay chimney tops and Rumford
Fireplace components. 800-848-6166

Texas Iron Fence &

Gate Company 281
See our ad on page 104

Literature $4. 940-627-2718

Tile Art 217
See our ad on page 91

Timberlane

Woodcrafters Inc. 205

See our ad on page 8
Shutters. Free color catalog.

Touchstone Woodworks 587
See our ad on page 90

Screen storm doors. Literature $3.
330-297-1313

Under Glass

Manufacturing Corp. 489
See our ad on page 90

Greenhouses and solariums.

Literature $3. 845-687-4700

UnicoSystem 207
See our ad on page 28

The mini-duct heating and cooling sys-
tem. Free literature. 800-527-0896

Uponor Wirsbo Inc. 421
See our ad on page 11

Turns beautiful floors into warm and
cozy radiators. Free literature.
800-321-4739

Vintage Plumbing

See our ad on page 92

Antique tubs, toilets, sinks, shower
accessories from Victorian to Art Deco.
Literature $2. 818-772-1721

Vintage Wood Works 209
See our ad on page 91

Brackets, corbels, gable decorations,
mouldings, porch parts, screen doors.
Free literature. 903-356-2158

W.F. Norman Corporation 211
See our ad on page 102

105 year old company still making orig-
inal line of tin ceilings, mouldings, and
ornaments of all kind. Free catalog.
800-641-4038

Wall Words, Inc. 568

See our ad on page 90

Decorate with words—choose from
over 1400 quotes offered in a variety of
languages, colors, font styles, and sizes.
Free literature.

888-422-6685

www.oldhousejournal.com



Product Literature

from Old-House Journal’s Advertisers

White River Hardwood 245
See our ad on page 22

800-558-0119

Woodstock Soapstone 267
See our ad on page 89

Gas fireplaces. Free catalog and video.
888-664-8188

YesterYear’s Doors

& Millwork 336
See our ad on page 91

Solid wood doors. Victorian, screen/
storm, interior, and exterior doors. Free
literature. 800-787-2001

Zwick Window

Shade Company 9%
See our ad on page 106

Custom made cloth window shades.
Wooden rollers, cord operated spring-
less rollers, all sizes. Free literature.
877-588-5200.

Joo Rizzn, Proprietor

Country Road Associates Lid

“AUTHENTIC 19th C. BARNWOOD
IS MY BUSINESS”

* FLOORING: Chestnut, White
Pine, Oak, Heart Pine, Walnut,
Hemlock & more

* Random widths from 3"-2()"

* BARNSIDING: faded red, silver-
gray & brown

¢ HAND-HEWN BEAMS: up to

13" wide. Random Lengths

Large quantities available
Deliveries throughout the USA

COUNTRY ROAD ASSOCIATES, LTD.
63 Front Street, P.O. Box 885, Millbrook, NY 12545
Open Tues.-Sat. 10AM-4PM
Sun. & Mon. by appointment 845-677-6041

Metal Spirals A Dak Spirals

from i from

*42 11375

*Dian ! *Diameters
=Kils or Welded B f
Units .~

4'0" to 6'0"
*All Dak
; Construction
- - -
The best selection, quality, and prices!

Since 1931, The Iron Shop has enjoyed a reputation for outstanding design and fabrication of spiral
stairs. Today, we utilize computer-aided technology throughour our production process successfully mixing
state-of-the-art manufacturing with Old World quality, Offering the largest selection, highest quality, and
lowest prices in spiral stairs—we make sure that you get the right spiral to meet your needs, available in
any height and BOCA/UBC code models. And our spirals are still made with pride in the U.S.A.

Call for the FREE color Catalog & Price List:

1'800'523" 7 42 7 Ask for Ext. OHJ
ThelronShop.com/0HJ

or visit our Web Site at www. Thel

+Cast Aluminum
Construction \

Installation Video featuring
“The Furniture Guys”

Main Plant & Showroom: Dept. OHJ, P.O. Box 547, 400 Reed Rd, Broomall, PA 19008
Sh / Wareh Ontario, CA = Sarasota, FL = Houston, TX « Chicago, IL » Stamford, GT

THE IRON SHOP-

L

Fax 845-677-6532 “The Fumiters Guys” s
A . : # E i 4 regetere tracemark ' I
www.countryroadassociates.com mx?;omzmm The Leoding Manufacturer of Spiral Stair Kits® Py

Circle no. 139

www.oldhousejournal.com

OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005 103



e

R v ot e ol ot e o oiv ot e il ol o

The Best Solid Iron Fences Made Today

Built to Last More Than A Lifetime ¢

Many Styles Available
é We Ship Anywhere

=TT — Tt )
T4 M

by
K

MR Y

o il._
v aiadied Mt !

it s

P.O. Box 839

E_y;aﬁ B A I\

48444404444

P bbb BRI bbb |
CEENE N DU EGEEE AP DT MINKEEE RERE N eSS
VTR T ASIRONTENCE. COM T,

Circle no. 281

Classic Furniture Kits
An exciting collection which
exemplifies the simplicity and
versatile beauty of Shaker
design. Plus — Shaker oval
boxes, baskets and more.
Free Catalog
1-800-840-9121

ncludes Shaker Chair Tape samples
SHAKER WORKSHOPS

Box 8001-H]52
Ashburmham, MA 01430

Reproduction
1910-Style

bil‘ydia ”
Water Closet
NEW! 1.6 GPF
PLUMBING
for your
ANTIQUE
BATH
Original & Reproduction

Fixtures & Decor
Hard-To-Find Parts

209-728-2031 » www.deabath.com
495 Main Street * Murphys, CA 95247
Omwality and Service since 1976

{i ) / fien it cames to

Only one linex comes out on top!
Restores deteriorated chimneys
Protects against harmful flue gases
Improves chimney performance

Preserves aesthetic appearances

VENTINOX® Chimney Lining Systems
provide safe, reliable venting for gas, oil
and wood. VENTINOX® performs in
thousands of American homes since 1982
and is backed by a lifetime warranty.

ProTEcH SYSTEMS, INC.
LEADERS IN VENTING TECHNOLOGY
Call today for FREE information:
1.800.766.3473 or visit us at
protechinfo.com p

Be sure to askifor genuine
VENTINOX® by name for
unmatched performance

Circle no. 187

Circle no. 510

& REGISTERS

Made to Last a Lifetime  Cast Iron * Cast Brass * Cast Aluminum + Wood

Free Catalog

(800) 880-3090

www.reggioregister.com

Tv;ﬁ N\ The Reggio Register Co.
P. TS O \ Dept. D5511, PO. Box 511,
bt e = Wl Ayer, MA 01432-0511

SAVE 10% OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER
Circle no. 189
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WIRELESS
DRIVEWAY ALARM

Wireless range up
to several miles!

An alert sounds in the house
when someone enters the driveway.
Can also be used in back yard,
around pools, patios, etc.

-Free Literature-
A complete line of wireless
security equipment.

DAKOTA ALERT, ..

Box 130, Elk Point, SD 57025

Ph: 605-356-2772
www.dakotaalert.com

Circle no. 581
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Here's Why...

Nothing to clean up. .
e
Ry

'™ MADAWASKA DOORS INC. (i}

"B’  ANY SIZE,ANY DESIGN,ANY WOOD,ANY TIME"
No residual toxic dust

for your family to worry
about.

Old varnishes (fike

paint) can contain lead. 4
Oneida tested 120x 1 -

o

cleaner than 8 7 Vv
conventional bag # “ﬁ el )
systems. )

Systems are
affordable and retrofit
lo your existing

sanding equipment. y
g equip. N4

Dustiess Floor Sanding

P.O. Box 850, Bolton, Ontario, L7E 5T5, Canada “Iink nlleillﬂ

ORDER DESK | HEAD OFFICE & OVERSEAS Call Today for FREE Brochure!
TEL: 1-800-263-2358 ; TEL: 1-905-859-4622 2 ]mm
FAX: 1-800-263-1584 | FAX: 1-905-859-4654 cﬂnﬂ'ﬂﬂlllls Iu'e “' SeeyERoRcaws anioe

Homeowners rave about it WWW.oneidavac.com

To find out more, please call us today!
Read testimonials and find
dustless contractors in your 1-866'387'8822
area on our website.
Circle no. 310 Circle no. 201

Antique Furniture # Kitchen Cabinets * Original Woodworke Paneling
HOWARID “Restore It - Don't Strip It!"

Restor-A-Finish is a unique finish-penetrating
formula that restores the original color and
luster to your finish while blending out minor
scratches and blemishes. Restor-A-Finish cleans
the surface and restores the finish in one step - without
removing any of the existing finish. With a simple wipe-on,
wipe-off process, most finished wood surfaces that seem to need
a refinishing job can be completely restored in a few minutes.

* Eliminates white heat rings and * Restores color and luster to
water marks faded finishes
* Blends out scratches and * Will NOT dissolve existing finish

Neutral

blemishes -
= s =
BT

® .
tofcﬂ'?’m :
. S“Hnl. re Il - il..;:'!\ili;-h”&%'
- Elminatas White Heat Rings und Water liarks

* Resiones Color and Luster
to Faded Finishes

- Will Mot Dissolve

Mah.miar'-.-'
Cherry

ark Walnut

Water Damage ® Smoke Damage® Sun Fades Scratches

NET: 16 FL. OZ. (1 PT.) (473 ml.}

DANGER! FLAMMABLE. HANMFLE OH FRTAL _
IF SWALLOWED EYE INTITANT VAFOR HARMFUL
\ et ol o e o e W i

W WS ORI __-J DarROak

800-266-9545 » www.howardproducts.com
Circle no. 455 Circle no. 172
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7 )ZWICK

w WINDOW SHADE CO.

Exteng_i_ve Fabric & Trim Selection

Handcrafted in the USA * Quality Since 1930

3336 W. Foster Ave., Chicago * Toll-Free (877) 588-5200 * www.zwickshades.com

Circle no. 80

e

Rumf-ord ﬁrep]aces fit any decor. Superior Clay
offers a variety of firebrick colors and an easy-to-

assemble prefab herringbone option. To find out

more about how Superior Clay

can make your fireplace into a focal point,

visit us at www.superiorclay.com

740.922.4122 - 800.848.6166 SU— ?rloal;i
PO. BOX 352 - Uhrichsville, Ohio 44683 ( ( AV Corporation

www.superiorc lay.com

Circle no. 538
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umh'_~_r_~ in )
Classic English fires

Fireplace ti

cast iron inserts
&.shz te mantel
In woo 1

!
1!}‘}’”1'“‘!
OF HEW CONSITUCTION.

Fires of Tradition caulogs6.00

(519) 770-0063

www.firesoftradition.com

Circle no. 210

An Inviting Past,
An Enduring Future.

Subscribe and discover:

Expert “how-to's”

e Cost-saving tips
Resources for authentic &
reproduction architecture

Subscribe to
OLp-House JouRNAL
800.234.3797 or
www.oldhousejournal.com

Old:House

JOURNAL

www.oldhousejournal.com




Classic Accents

MANUFACTURERS OF THE PUSHBUTTON SWITCH « est 1984

PUSHBUTTON LIGHT
SWITCHES AVAILABLE WITH
DIMMER, SINGLE OR 3-WAY

OVER 25 STYLES OF COVER

{6 HOOKS

'.\r .WFL
P.0. BOX 1181, DEPT. OHI04, SOUTHGATE, MI 48195
(P) 800.245.7742 « (F) 734.284.7305 - (E) classicaccents@bignet.net
CALL FOR A FREE CATALOGUE * VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
classicaccents.net

Circle no. 134

Hlstorlc
Property Owners
Renovation Contractors
Commercial Buildings

You will see the energy savings
Not the Storm Windows
Match Any Color
Match Any Shape
Inside or Outside Mounted
Inside or Outside Removable
Screen and Glass
Fixed- Magnetic- Sliding- Lift Out
Unlimited Possibilities

ALLIED WINDOW, INC.
11111 Canal Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45241
(800) 445-5411 (TOLL FREE)
(513) 559-1883 (FAX)
www.invisiblestorms.com
“Where custom work is standard”

Circle no. 78
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The Original and still
the best.

OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL'S Restoration
Directory Is a comprehensive directory of suppliers who make
everything from wide plank flooring and hand-forged copper sinks to
Victorian sofas and Craftsman lighting. You'll find nearly 2,000 suppli-
ers of bathroom fixtures and faucets, building materials, lighting, deco-
rative accessories, furnishings of all types and styles, and a whole lot
more.

Don’t Get Burned
By Your Chimney

4 THINGS YOUR CHIMNEY WOULD
TELL YOU IF IT COULD TALK

1. It can be very costly to ignore me.

2. I may look OK on the outside, but may have broken,
cracked, or missing parts on the inside.

3. The National Fire Protection Association recom-
mends that you check me yearly.

4. Get this FREE report “7 Secrets of Safe Chimneys”
and Locate A Chimney Professional for my yearly
checkup at www.homesaver.com.

The HomeSaver Network of Chimney and Hearth Professionals
can take care of all your chimney and hearth needs. Just visit our
Web site at www.homesaver.com, click on “Locate A Chimney

Professional’, enter your zip code, and the names of those in
business appear before your eyes.

For the safety of your family and the happiness of your
chimney - visit www.homesaver.com today.

Now On Sale

$9.95 at major bookstores, newsstands, and specialty
retailers nationwide.

To order by phone ($9.95 plus $5 shipping and handling), call (202)
339-0744 ext. 101, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., EDT, Mon-Fri.

Where To Find Hard-To-Find Stuff
RESTORE  Old:-House

PO MEDIA, LLC OURNAL

Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation

Old-House Journal: ISSN 0094-0178. October 1, 2005. Published bi-monthly, 6 issues per year. Annual subscription price: $27. Restore Media,
LLC. 1000 Potomac St., NW, Suite 102, Washington, DC 20007. Michael J. Tucker, Publisher; Gordon Bock, Editor-in-chief; Marilyn Light,
Circulation Director (201) 501-8730. Mailing address: 1000 Potomac St., NW, Suite 102, Washington, DC 20007. Equity owners of Restore
Media, LLC, holding 1% or more of the total equity in the company are: Michael J. Tucker, Peter H. Miller, Paul Kitzke, Robert P. Fox, and

Cynthia Gordon-Nicks.

Old-House Journal:

(a) Total number of copies:

(b1) Paid and/or requested subscriptions:

(b3) Sales thru dealers, counter sales, non-
USPS paid distribution:

(c) Total paid and/or requested circulation:

(d) Free distribution by mail:

(e) Free distribution outside the mail:
(f) Total free distribution:

(g) Total distribution:

(h) Copies not distributed:

(i) Total:
(j) Percent paid and/or requested
circulation:

Avg. number of copies during preceding 12
months

Actual number of copies published nearest
filing date

156,508 147,808
92,833 89,023
14,652 13,432
107,485 102,455
1,192 1,202
1,669 1,587
2,861 2,789
110,346 105,244
46,162 42,564
156,508 147,808
97.4% 97.3%
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Advertisement

New Products Showcase

Abatron, Inc. |
Abokote Fluid Applied Flooring System. A giant
step forward in water-based epoxy coatings.
This versatile system offers high durability,
easy maintenance and custom design options.
(800) 445-1754; www.abatron.com

Circle no. 228

Southern Wood Floors

Southern Wood Floors introduces 200-year- |
old antique heart pine in new precision-engi-
neered, prefinished flooring. A rich, noble
wood becomes a perfectly renewed resource
for any old house.

888.488746; 3www.southernwoodfloors.com

Circle no. 541

Chadsworth’s 1.800.COLUMNS

The new Polyurethane Balustrades Series is |
| lighter in weight, yet has the same resistance !

to weather, rot and insects as their well- |
| known PolyStone™ Balustrades. They ‘
| enhance the value of any structure, adding
| beauty, strength and durability. ‘

www.columns.com. Circle no. 87

=

Elmira Stove Works !
The Northstar Retro Range offers a choice of
very cool colors, heaps of chrome, big ovens,
an optional warmer and an analog clock with
a “vanishing” digital display. Great features,
solid construction in a hip package.
800-295-8498; www.elmirastoveworks.com

Marvin

The Wood Ultimate Double Hung is everything
you remember from the stately homes of yes- |
teryear—only better. This window is perfect
for a home that wishes to be classically
designed, or for unique renovations.

888-537-8266; www.marvin.com
Circle no. 323

M-Boss Inc. Tin Ceilings

Our period-inspired pressed metal panels,
| cornice and moldings are versatile, timeless
| and manufactured for easy installation. We
specialize in custom and replication, perfect
for historic renovations. 888-MBOSSINC ;
www.mbossinc.com

Circle no. 416

|
0ld California Lantern ‘
“Dedicated to Detail” Old California Lantern |
Company’s “Lighting for the Bungalow”, offers |
over 525 historically inspired, hand-crafted fix-
tures. 800-577-6679; www.oldcalifornia.com

Circle no. 404

Install the bath fixtures you
want wherever you want them |

| Saniflo

Now you can install any conventional toilet —
regardless of make, model, style or
color — anywhere you like, with the new
SANIGRIND MACERATING TOILET SYSTEM
from SFA Saniflo Inc. 800-363-5874;
sfasales@saniflo.com; www.saniflo.com.
Circle no. 500

l Fein Power Tools

The MultiMaster is an oscillating tool that
tackles countless tasks with a broad assort-
ment of accessories. Doesn't rotate or orbit
! like other power tools. It oscillates. Available
‘ in single speed and variable speed models.
|

Circle no. 151 |

www.oldhousejournal.com

OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005 109



Swaps & Sales—Historic Properties

photos, floorplan: www.BestAddress.com

SPOTLIGHT PROPERTY

WASHINGTON, DC—The Wyoming (circa 1905), one of the grandest buildings in the
nation’s capital, boasts a marble lobby so ornate it’s one of only two in DC to be separate-
ly listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Among the largest residences in this
much-coveted building, Unit #301 touts 3 bedrooms, 3 exposures, 2,325 square feet and
exquisite architectural details. Grand entertaining-size rooms. Formal dining room.
Separate music room. $1.2 million. Best Address™ Real Estate, LLC. 202/669-4656. Preview

WASHINGTON, DC—The John Nourse
Residence, Circa 1840. This historic property
is architecturally significant because it is one
of the last surviving early antebellum homes,
its curving ogee S shaped facade is formed by
the union of convex and concave lines.
Located in the downtown development area,
which affords a variety of uses. Kathleen
Young, Randall Hagner Ltd., 202-491-9171
Cell/202-243-0400 Office.

kyoung@hagner.com

METROPOLIS, IL—1860’S ELEGANCE —
Beautiful home built 1867 features 4 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, fireplace, original woodwork,
hardwood floors & more. On 1 landscaped
acre with white picket fence and gazebo!

$96,900. United Country—1-800-999-1020,
Ext 108. www.unitedcountry.com/old
American Treasures—a FULL COLOR maga-
zine of older and historic properties for sale.
Just $3.95.

ORLANDO, FL—1923 Vanderbilt-style
home with 125-ft frontage on Chain-of-
Lakes. 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms, 2152 sq. ft.,
two-story. Unique original inlaid moldings,
hardwood floors, magnificent fireplace.
Second floor is artist’s studio. Florida field-
stone columns and fishpond; fully treed yard.
Convenient to downtown, airport and attrac-
tions. In midst of loving restoration by owner
of 48 years. Olde Town Brokers Florida Realty
Group, Jeannie Clarke, 407-497-0144.

GULF COAST, LA and MS—Historic
buildings along the coast need your help
now! Please make a tax-deductible donation
to the Historic Properties Recovery Funds to
save historic properties damaged by Katrina.
Without assistance, many of the Gulf Coast’s
remaining historic structures might be lost
forever. Stacy Jamieson, Louisiana
Preservation Alliance at 225-344-6001 or
www.lapreservationalliance.org and David
Preziosi, Mississippi Heritage Trust at 601-
354-0200 or www.mississippiheritage.com.

[ Historic Properties Specialists

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Best Address®™ Real Estate, LLC
Joseph Himali, CRS, GRI,
Principal Broker
Specially trained in historic real estate by
The National Trust for
Historic Preservation
Telephone: 202-669-4656
Website: www.BestAddress.com

MARYLAND
Century 21 H.T. Brown
The Piper-Higgins Team
Charm City Experts - We Love Baltimore

Telephone: 410-792-0848 (office)

June Piper: 410-292-0100

Kate Higgins: 410-419-5283
Website:www.homesdatabase.com/
junepiperbrandon

MARYLAND,
VIRGINIA, &
PENNSYLVANIA
Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Historic Home Team
Gary & Natalie Gestson, Realtors
Specializing in Extraordinary Homes and
Historic Properties
Telephone: 866-437-8766
Website: www.HistoricHomeTeam.com

TENNESSEE
Holmes Corporation

Bill Holmes, Principal Broker
Historic & In-Town Properties

Chattanooga, TN

Telephone: 423-802-1620
or 800-861-5616
Website: www.OldHomes4Sale.com

TEXAS
The Kinney Company
Lin Team, ABR
Old Austin Realtor®... Helping people save
old Austin, one house at a time.
Telephone: 512-472-1930
Website: www.thekinneycompany.com

VIRGINIA
Jim & Pat Carter Real Estate, Inc.
Emily Carter
Experience the history and charm of
Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay region
Telephone: 866-541-5156
Website: www.carter-realestate.com

Davenport Realty, United Country
John Davenport, Broker/Owner
“I show and sell old homes with love and
enthusiasm. Please see floor plans and
photos of current offerings at our website.”
Telephone: 888-333-3972
Website: www.davenport-realty.com




Historic Properties

CHELSEA, MA—1886 Queen Anne
Victorian on hillside, minutes from down-
town Boston. Historic Low Art tile fireplace
surrounds, renovated kitchen and baths fea-
tured in 3 Boston Globe Magazine stories.
New paint, roof shingles, chimneys and fence
in last 5 years. 3 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, full
basement. Oak-shaded garden. Distinctive
stained glass in several rooms and hall land-
ing. $450,000. Dorothy Dolan, Cobblestone
RE, 617-240-2407/617-889-5700.

CENTERVILLE, MD—Mount Pleasant.
Circa 1799 classic Georgian brick manor
house on 2.72 acres w/private tree-lined
drive. Meticulously restored w/10’ ceilings on
first and second floors, 6 fireplaces, original
woodwork, mantels and doors, marble bath,
5-zoned HVAC. In-ground pool, original
smokehouse, surrounded by farm fields.
Convenient to Annapolis, Easton and
Wilmington.  Historically ~ Registered.
$1,475,000. Skipper Marquess, Coldwell
Banker Tred Avon Properties, 410-822-9000.

ST. JOSEPH, MO—Jennings-Comstock House, circa 1856. Daughter of property’s owner
| married poet Eugene Field (best remembered for poem, “Lovers Lane”). Listed on the
| NRHP, last on its street to be restored. 3,000+ sq. ft. In addition to tax credits, qualifies for
up to 25-years of real estate tax abatements. $75,000 plus restoration. For pro

information see Heritage Action, www.heritageaction.com or call Jay Leipzig, 816-232-
1829 (jay@uptownst.joe.com). Ad sponsore
(www.saintjoseph.com) and St. Joseph Convention & Visitors Bureau (www.stjomo.com).

by St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce

ELLICOTT CITY, MD—Amazing Grace!
Toss out your idea of traditional and prepare
for this amazing church-turned-home.
Walking distance to quaint historic district.
Featured in Baltimore Magazine’s “Historic
Rescues” and as Columbia Magazine’s
“Revival” home, this masterpiece boasts dra-
matic ceilings, wide-plank flooring, stained
glass windows and all new systems including
kitchens, bathrooms and more. $799,900.
Kimberly Kepnes, CBRB @ 443-250-4241
(cell)/410-461-7600 (office) or
www.kimberlykhomes.com

SILVER SPRING, MD—Clifton, circa
1742, on the National Register, is one of
Maryland’s most important homes. Restored
3000 sq. ft. masterpiece w/imported brick
exterior, 10’ ceilings, pine floors and 18th C.
paneling. 4 bedrooms, 2-full-and-2-half
baths, living and dining rooms, library, fami-
ly room, sunroom, and kitchen. 4.64-acres
w/pool, cottage, bank barn, and ancient
maples. $1,475,000. Gary & Natalie Gestson
866-437-8766, Long and Foster,
www.HistoricHomeTeam.com.

VICKSBURG, MS—Beautiful Colonial
Revival home located on one of Vicksburg’s
most peaceful and desirable streets. This
home features 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 4900+ sq.
ft., 10 fireplaces, beautiful spacious dining
room wj/curved wall and built-in cabinets
with leaded glass doors and adjoining tiled
terrace w/wrought iron railing. Listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.
Pam Beard, BrokerSouth GMAC Real Estate,
601-831-4505

ONEONTA, NY—Preservationists Alert!
Spacious 4 bedroom Victorian located in
Central New York. Many original features
including natural woodwork, pocket doors,
stained glass windows, hardwood floors and a
clawfoot tub. Particular attention paid to
keeping everything as original as possible
$180,000. Call Nancey or John Weidman at
Benson Agency Real Estate 607-432-4391.
www.bensonre.com

RENSSELAERVILLE, NY—Built in the
1820s in  the historic village of
Rensselaerville, New York Albany County,
minutes to skiing and only 2 1/2 hours to
NYC this 3600 sq. ft. stately Greek Revival
home boasts 10 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths,
formal dining room, recent new touches to
the kitchen, high ceilings, wood floors and an
expansive stone patio. $495,000. 518-797-
9289




Historic Properties

17 -

336-788-0765; mstout@presnc.org.

SPOTLIGHT HOUSE

KERNERSVILLE, NC—1884 Italianate brick house in K.emersvllle* NC. Center of Triad
between historic Winston-Salem and Greensboro. 2,600 sq. ft., 2-story, L-shaped home;
meticulously restored with guidance from NC Dept. of Cultural Resources, Al original
windows, doors, standing-seam tin roof, heart
laces. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 parlors, formal
UNICO), ADT security system, 1/3 acre pmket fence-enclosed corner lot. Listed
on National, State, County Historic Registers. $335,000. Preservation NC, Mike Stout;

ine floors, 10-ft beaded ceilings, 7 fire-
, front entry hall. 2-zone eat A/IC

ESSEX COUNTY, VA—Edenetta, circa
1821, restored brick manor home on 262
acres displaying front and back porticos.
Exceptional detailed raised plasterwork,
11-foot ceilings and 8 fireplaces as well as
modern baths and kitchen. Formal boxwood
garden, 2-story kitchen/servant’s quarters
and 2-car garage complete the offering. Easily
accessible to Richmond or Fredericksburg.
Janel O’Malley ex151, Robin Marine ex145,
Coldwell Banker Carriage House, 800-852-
1798

MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA—Deerchase,
circa 1725, National Historic Landmark. 56
acres. 2800+ sq. ft. Flemish bond brick resi-
dence with clipped gabled roof. Center hall
flanked by 2 rooms. Fully modernized but
with elegance and simplicity of a colonial
planter’s house. Picturesque landscape
w/parterre boxwood garden and pastures
bordered by woods. Several dependencies.
$1,375,000. Emily Carter, Jim & Pat Carter
Real Estate, 866-541-5156.
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HALIFAX COUNTY, VA—Circa 1940
home on 38-acre working farm. More land
available. Several outbuildings. The house
has over 1500 square ft. of living space, with
3 bedrooms. Quiet country road in rural
Virginia $190,000. For color brochure, 888-
333-3972 (24 hours). United Country
Davenport Realty. Floor plans & photos for
Home #4060 at www.davenport-realty.com

MILLERS TAVERN, VA—“Mt. Rescue” ca.
1820 restored on 2.25 acres w/large trees and
mature plantings. 2200+ Sq. Ft. 6 fireplaces
w/lovely period mantels, 4 bedrooms, 2.5
baths. Eat-in kitchen, family room. Three
nice porches, one screened. Potential Guest
House. High efficiency HVAC system.
Unique bared breastplate chimney. Sheds.
Two hours from DC, 45 minutes from
Richmond. Dave Johnston “The Old House
Man®” 804-633-7123 AntiqueProperties.com

CUMBERLAND COUNTY, VA—“West
Hill” circa 1807. 40 acres across the road from
Appomattox River. Main house has 4 bed-
rooms, 4 bathrooms, central air, nearly 4000
sq. ft. living space w/11°5” ceilings, English
basement, 7 nonworking fireplaces, 9-over-6
pane windows. Guesthouse w/3 bedrooms.
Artist’s studio. Located near future equestri-
an center of Southern VA. $700,000. United
Country Davenport Realty, 888-333-3972.
Floor plans & photos for #3780 at:
www.davenport-realty.com

KEYSVILLE, VA—This forgotten 2-storey
mansion is a restorer’s dream. It hasn’t been
touched since 1979. Its 3,000 sq. ft. of living
space includes a curved staircase, unspoiled
woodwork, 10-foot ceilings, and louvered
interior plantation shutters. It is laid out in
the shape of an “L” with 11 rooms, but no
working bathroom and no kitchen. $240,000
“As Is” United Country Davenport Realty,
Keysville, VA. Floor plans & photos for home
#4240 at www.davenport-realty.com

PAMPLIN, VA—Sleepy Lamb Farm. Circa
1904 Country Victorian. Original heart of
pine floors, fireplace mantels and moldings
throughout. 4 bedrooms all with private
baths. Large country kitchen. 11+ acres.
Three stall horse barn, pastures and hay
fields. All set up to operate as a Bed &
Breakfast or perfect as a gentleman’s Farm.
$349,000. Max Sempowski, Realtor, Antique
Properties. 434-391-4855.
www.oldhouseproperties.com




Historic Properties

WEEMS, VA—This stately home, display-
ing all the lovely architectural detail charac-
teristic of Victorian residences of yesteryear,
is located in the historic village of Weems.
Built in 1900, the residence offers the charm
and character of an older home paired with
all the modern conveniences. $435,000.
Emily Carter, Jim & Pat Carter Real Estate,
Inc., 866-541-5156.

WINCHESTER, VA—“Fawcett Run Farm’”.
Stunning, beautifully restored stone home,
circa 1841. 4100 sq. ft., 10-ft. ceilings, original
wood flooring. Includes a separate in-law
suite. Fawcett Run and Cedar Creek run
through the property. Located on southwest
side of Frederick County in the Shenandoah
Valley. House with 62 acres: $1,639,000;
house w/only 6 acres $799,000.
Bill Nordman, Historic Properties, Inc.
888-830-2678 www.historicpropertiesva.com

flISTORIC PROPERTIES

Your Source for Buying and Selling Historic Properties
ew 3
e g

' www. HistoricProperties.com |

WWW.HISTORICPROPERTIES.COM
The internet site for buying and selling his-
toric properties—residential or commercial,
all styles, all prices, all sizes—from rehab
projects to completed mansions, anything 50
years or older. For over seven years on the
web with more than 700 property listings.
On the web at: www.HistoricProperties.com

i SPOTLIGHT HOUSE
|
|

and historic properties for sale. Just $3.95.

POMARIA, SC—Antebellum Beauty—Charming circa 1835 home has been lovingly
renovated & restored. Features include 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen, 3 fireplaces
| & French wallpaper. Lots of originals including hardwood floors, mantles & doors. On
7+ acres with outbuildings. Located in town rich with history, 30 minutes from state capi-
tal. On National Historic Register. $300,000. United Country—I-800-999-1020, Ext 108.
www.unitedcountry.com/old  American Treasures—a FULL COLOR magazine of older

Antiques E

Antiques Bath Restoration

Would You Like To Be An|
Antiques Dealer?|

: Simce 1966 |
The Asheford Institate of Astigues has
been offening a Profit and Pleasure |
Bome study conrde thal has tremendons
financial and personal rewards

Asheford
» Jnstiterc of

' Anngoes
el - [N

You Cane ~Stan your own bsisess from bome the bours yos wish
to work + Stmply make yosr bome more beautiful + Become a competest
appeaiser + Leamn 0 sell online * Complete 3 serioss cousse witk Diploma

ASK HOW..HERE
: Name = =

omal Lesel Home Study

or & FREE bookld |
mail coupon to:
|| ASHEFORD INSTITUTE |
OF ANTIQUES
i| 981 Harbor Bhvd. Ste. 3
i Deprszre(0HJ13)
— i Destin, FL 328412825

| Address e,

munAIaSOon

www.asheford.com
Circle no. 312

OLD-HOUSE
JOURNAL’S
Historic Properties

60 word description
+ color photo for $525

Email or call for prices for
featured listings
and text ads
Sharon Hinson or
Marjorie Ellena
ohj@historicproperties.com
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ANTIQUE RESTORATION BATH
WORKS—RBeautifully restored antique
clawfoot bathtubs and pedestal sinks. Also
offer clawfoot tubs in excellent original con-
dition. Sizes from 4 feet, to 5 1/2 feet long.
See arbathworks.com for more information
or call James at 408-205-4906.

}Paint

EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR—
For twenty years, our exterior color schemes
have made dreams come true. The Color
People, 2231 Larimer Street, Denver, CO
80205. 800-541-7174; www.colorpeople.com

Architectural Services

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES—
Thoughtful and knowledgeable architectural
preservation services to help you understand
and deal with your old house: Building
assessments, planning, historical research,
technical assistance, troubleshooting, historic
structures reports, and architectural services.
The Office of Allen Charles Hill, AIA,
Historic Preservation & Architecture, 2 Lisa
Drive, Woburn, MA 01801. (781)376-9236.

http://home.att.net~allen.hill historic.preservation/

Structural Repairs

STRUCTURAL RESTORATION
SPECIALIST—35 years experience in jack-
ing, squaring, sill & timber replacement of
Early American homes, barns and log cabins,
Consulting services by appointment. We will
travel anywhere. George Yonnone
Restorations. www.gyrestorations.com

(413) 232-7060




Opinion

Extended Circumstances

While the 1960s phrase “space race” referred to America and the Soviet Union, it
applies just as well to builders and homeowners of today who strive to maximize the
volume of existing houses—sometimes no matter what the consequences. Consider
the brick house (top) sprouting what seems to be a second-floor addition over an
enclosed side porch. Not only do the shingle siding and horizontal windows differ rad-
ically from the main house, the overhanging addition visually upstages its base. Then
there’s the frame house (above) that shows signs of two expansions. Notes the photog-
rapher, “I's enough that they raised the roof using a pitch and siding details different
from the original house, but then to exaggerate it with stripes—Yikes!” %

Win $100 If you spot a classic example of remuddling, send us clear color prints. We'll award you $100 if your photos are selected. The message is
more dramatic if you send along a picture of a similar unremuddled building. (Original photography only, please; no clippings. Also, we reserve the
right to republish the photos online and in other publications we own.) Remuddling Editor, OLpb-House JournaL, 1000 Potomac Street, NW, Suite 102,
Washington, DC 20007.

OLp-House JournAL (ISSN 0094-0178) is published bimonthly for $27 per year by Restore Media, LLC, 1000 Potomac St., NW, Suite 102,
Washington, DC 20007. Telephone (202} 338-0744. Subscriptions in Canada $35 per year, payable in U.S. funds. Periodicals postage paid at Washington,
D.C., and additional entries. Postmaster: Send address changes to OLo-House Journal, P.O. Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235.
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A NEW WOOD FLOOR SHOULD BE AT LEAST TWO HUNDRED YEARS OLD

Southern Wood Floors harvests buildings, not trees, to make antique heart pine.

Beams and timbers of historic wood from 18th— and 18th—century structures are

meticulously milled for precision floors, walls and cabinet stock. A rich, noble

wood more than 200 years old, and a perfectly renewed resource for any old house.

SOUTHERNWOODFLOORS

(888) 488-7463
WWW.SOUTHERNWOODFLOORS.COM

Circle no. 541



