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ver green
ver lasting

ince 1900, the Stickley philosophy has been"living in
harmony with nature™ We are wholly focused on building
furniture that gets passed joyously from generation to
generation. That's sustainability.

Our hardwood creations are made of quartersawn oak.
wild black cherry, and other natural materials that are
more abundant today than they were a century ago.

Your grandchildren might choose to touch up the finish,
or reupholster the seat, but Stickley pieces are generally as
beautiful and functional after a hundred years as when
they were first made. This is furniture for life.

To see how long our creations lastand remain prized,
scan the real-life auction results at stickley.com/lastingvalue.

STICKLEY



ELIMINATE LEAD PAINT REMOVAL HAZARDS

FRANMAR’'S

Made with 100% U.S. gro” soybeans

ed rain,pstrirper

Benefits: (
« Safely ren™oves and encapsulates b
. ,

thm

lead based paint
+ New technology converts lead to
non-hazardou”iead sulfide, ifff*ating

the need for hazan M removal u
+ Assists with EfM's Renovation, Repair &

lead paint NONHAZARDOUS

*N*(Q Based paint stripper

"N
00.538.5089 « www.franmar.com Available In; 1 Gallon, 2 Gallon & 5 Gallons '
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24 Grounds for Change

The owners ofa 1922 beauty go off
the grid, retrofitting their house with a
geothermal heating system powered
by solar panels.

By Lynn Eluott

30 Designed to Last

Set your house up for success by
keeping in mind these three key
principles of restoration design.

By Ray Tschoepe

42 Energy-Efficient Doors

Historic wooden doors make for a fitting
entrance. Foliow these tips to maximize
their energy efficiency.

By the OHJ Editorial Staff

44 Repurposing the Past

Older buildings that have fallen out of
use—Ilike barns, churches, and banks—
can create unique homes, but come with
their own set of challenges.

By Charity Vogel

Old-House Living

34 Lasting Legacy

A Dallas couple relocates to the Midwest to refurbish a Victorian-era
mansion, making ita community treasure once more.
By Shelley Gabert

Old-House Insider

48 Something Borrowed

In a Washington, D.C., suburb, a Gothic Victorian gets a fitting addition
crafted almost entirely out of salvaged materials.

By Nancy E. Berry
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ISP Sheldon

Slate - the Incredible Green Building Material!
Durable, beautiful ahd versatile. Artimbacterial, chemical free, healthy,
stain-resistar)t, norrcombustible. Unmatched in strength and durability.
The natural colors, fe~ures and inherent qualities of slate are in tune with
today's lifestyle demands for a home or business with warmth, elegance,
charm and easy maintenance. Our U.S. slate is quarried to size and
shipped to your door. Family-owned for four generations, we take pride in
treating our customers and our land with respect.

Middle Granville, N.Y. 12549 Monson, Maine 04464
518-642%1280 www.sheldonslate.com 207-997-3615
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Water, Be Gone

Ifyou've read Ray Tschoepe's design advice on page 30, you
know that diverting water away from your house is key to pre-
venting deterioration of exterior elements like the porch above.
Log on to get even more tips for keeping water away, courtesy
of restoration pro Duffy Hoffman, who will be discussing this
subject at our Philly-area Historic Home Show on March 10-11.

Going Geothermal?

With their solar-powered geothermal retrofit ofa 1922 house
(see page 24), homeowners Susanne and David Neiblum proved
that even vintage houses can be taken offthe grid. But a huge
project like this requires plenty of research—and professional
help. Ifyou're considering a similar retrofit, get started by con-
sulting our list of resources and suppliers.

When a Home Isn't a House

When most of us picture living in a vintage building, we think
of...well, an old house. But once you've read the stories on page
44, you'll see that living space can be carved out of alt sorts of
down-on-their-luck old buildings. If you live in a converted com-
mercial structure (orJust want to connect with people who do),
join our special group on MyOIldHouseOnline.com to share your
story and photos!

www.oldhouseonline.com
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Modern Vision

WE LIVE IN AN AGE ofamazing science. With medical
advancements, we now have incredible Ufe-Kiving tech-
niques and devices that can drastically change human
bodies, yet leave them appearing untouched. The same
is true for a host ofnew green technologies being used in
old houses: Systems like geothermal heat pumps and solar
panels can significantly change the way a house oper-
ates and interacts with its environment, occupants, and
neighborhood infrastructure, and can now be installed
in minimally obtrusive ways. Our cover house, for exam-
ple—a fine French Norman outside of Philadelphia—
was thoughtfully taken offthe grid by homeowners David
and Susanne Neiblum, but inside, its walls, floors, and
1922 character remain virtually the same (see “Grounds for Change,” page 24).
Ofcourse, there are other ways to go green with old houses. A classic strategy
is to use salva™d materials. Our Insider hometwner, Joan Lawrence, took this
to a new level by creating an addition to her Gothic Victorian designed almost
entirely of materials she had carefully salvaged and stockpiled over the course
ofseveral Mars {see “Something Borrowed,” page 48). Other tried and true ways
to make old houses greener include simple, sensible repairs to original windows
and doors, which can greatly up their energy efficiency, keeping them on their
houses and out ofa landti —something OH] has always advocated. (As an added
bonus, these fixes usually are the most cost-
effective solution, too!) Check out “Energy-
Efficient Doors” (page 42) and Preservation
Perspectives (page 15) to learn more.
In addition to these green-minded sto-
ries, we take you through two breathtaking
Victorian-era buildings: the Eitzen Mansion
in California, Missouri, which was lovingly
restored to its original grandeur by its current
owners, and now once again plays an impor-
tant role in its community (see Old-House
Living, page 34), and the Driskill Hotel (left),
an Austin, Texas, landmark and sumptuous
Richardsonian RomaiK”quc building (see Historic Retreats, page 20). | don't
know about you, but those exterior arches make me want jump on the next
plane to the Lone Star State.

il<3pnsi.X"ri >?'®lioiuebuyL Tpub.".Li>iii
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Different surfaces require different cleaning
ingredients. You wouldn't want to clean your
wooden table with an all-purpose cleaner.
Howard Naturals were specifically designed
for the surface they were intended to be
used on. Howard Naturals are non-acidic,
non-abrasive and ideal for daily cleanup.
Non-toxic and safe for food prep surfaces.

* Wood Conditioner

* Wood cleaner & Polish

+ Granite & Marble Cleaner
+ Stainless Steel Cleaner

Available In:

Pragpanee-Free
Sandalwcxjcl-Tangerine

Lemonepass-Lime
Howard Products, Inc.

560 Linne Road ¢+ Paso Robles, CA 93446
(805) 227-1000 « www.howardproducts.com
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More Than Meets the Eye
The Byrne-Reed House (“A Remarkable Transformation,”
December/January] is breathtaking.. .truly an unbelievable
restoration story. What an incredible legacy to leave to the
people of Austin. Thank you, Humanities Texas!
Colleen Theriot
Via OldHouseOnline.com

It is so wonderful that there are others out there who
appreciate history and are willing bring history back.
This is an extreme example of a wonderful house that
had been modified so that all the charm and beauty was
unrecognizable. There are plenty others out there with
more subtle changes like replacement siding, windows,
and front doors. Many of these hidden gems would be
relatively easy to bring back.
Joe Metzler
Via OldHouseOnline.com

Reader Tip of the Month

Great article by Dan Holohan on painting radiators [Ask
OHJ, February/March]. | had ours sandblasted 15 years ago,
and the radiators still look great. It is definitely worth the
labor required to take them out. Near our house in Maryland,
there’s a guy who carries sandblasting equipment in a truck
and can do it on-site. Because of the dust, you still need to
remove the radiators from the house, but the sandblasting
can be done in your yard.
Wayne
Via email

Gota greattip to share with other old-house lovers? Let us
know at OHJEditonal@homebuyerpubs.com.

www.oldhouseonline.com



v Circle 032 on Free Information Card

IHluminating Thought
In the article “Lights Out for
Incandescents” [About the
House, February/March], you
missed a very important point
in your discussion on CFLs.
Although they are more energy
efficient than incandescents,
they must be recycled because
they contain mercury. Mercury
is a very toxic substance that, if
not properly recycled, can lead to contamination ofground
water. | think you will do your readers a service by letting
them know about the hazards of these bulbs and their
responsibility to recycle them.
1.J. Karwick
Brighton, Michigan

Good point! Some big'box retailers (like Lowe’s, Home Depot,
and IKEA) offer take-back programs to recycle bulbs purchased
at their stores. Your local government may also have a drop-off
site for hazardous household waste. Tofind the recycling center
nearest to you, visit earth911.com. We should also note that
the spending bill passed in Congress at the end of December
included legislation barring the incandescent phase-out from
taking effect until after the end of the current fiscal year in
September.. .so ifyou were planning to stockpile incandescent
bulbs, you still have time. -Eds.

Straight from the Hearth
“Hearth of the Matter” [February/March] was a great arti-
cle. Jane Powell knows a lot about the masonry industry, as
well as about Arts Sc Crafts fireplaces.
Jim Buckley
Via OldHouseOnline.com

Clarifications: In last month's “Letters,” our response to a reader
indicated that lime-based mortar should be mixed ahead of
time to improve workability. In fact, the lime should be staked
(mixed withwater) one to two days ahead to increase plasticity.

Eagle-eyed readers may have noticed a similarity in our
last two issues—due to a last-minute mix-up in files sent to
the printer, the February/March issue was printed with the old
December/January text on the spine, inadvertently creating

a ‘collector’s edition.”

Send your letters to OHJEditorial@homebuyerpubs.com, or Old-House
Journal, 4125 Lafayette Center Drive, Suite 100, Chantilly, VA 20151. We
reserve the right to edit letters for content and clarity.

. OUJ-HOUSE JOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012 9
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CALENDAR

MARCH 24 & APRIL 14
KALAMAZOO, Ml
Old House Expo
This annual event expands to
two dates this year, each featur-
ing vendor exhibits, speakers,
walking tours, and hands-on
workshops at a new workshop
house. (269) 349-2022;
oldhousenetwork.org

APRIL 14
SEATTLE, WA
Building Renovation Fair
Historic Seattle returns to the
1908 Washington Hall for its
second-annual fair, showcasing
regional providers of old-house
products and services. (206)
622-6952; historicseattle.org

APRIL 21-28
VARIOUS LOCATIONS, VA
Virginia Garden Week
More than 250 gardens, his-
toric homes, and landmarks
will be open to the public; this
year's highlights include Poplar
Forest Thomas Jefferson’s
getaway near Lynchburg. (804)
644-7776; vagardenweek.org

MAY 10-12
FLINT, MI
Preservation Conference
The Michigan Historic
Preservation Network's
weekend-long conference will
feature seminars and work-
shops on topics such as urban
regeneration and preservation
myths, plus walking tours of
local historic sites. (517) 371-
8080; mhpn.org

NEW DATES!
Ifyou're planning to head to
the annual Historic Home

Show in Philadelphia in
March, update your calen-
dar—the show has moved to
the weekerxl of March 9-11.
Remember to setyour GPS
forthe new location, too: the
Greater Philadelphia Expo
Center in Oaks, Pennsylvania.
Forthe latest information on
speakers and events, visit

histofichomebhow.com.

ON THE RADAR

By Clrare Martin

Green Building Looks to the Past

For years, preservationists have touted the inherent
benefits of greening existing structures rather than
constructing green buildings from scratch—and it
looks like that case is starting to gain some big-time
traction. In December, the U.S. Green Building
Council announced that the total square footage
of LEED-certified existing commercial buildings
surpassed new construction by 15 million square feet.

The continuing economic slump could be part
of the reason why green attention has refocused
on existing buildings, says green building consul-
tant Jerry Yudelson, author of the book Greening
Existing Buildings. “New construction has slowed
down because ofthe recession,” he points out. “And
existing construction wants to take advantage of
greening for a couple of reasons: one, to reduce oper-
ating costs, and two, to take an existing property and
create a green brand out of it.”

Some recent high-profile projects point to the
success ofdoing just that. In September, New York
City's Empire State Building unveiled a $550-mil-
lion LEED Gold retrofit that will reduce the 1931
building's energy consumption by 38 percent, foran
estimated annual savings of $4-4 million. The fol-
lowing month, San Francisco's iconic Transamerica
Pyramid attained LEED Platinum status, which puts
it in die top 2 percent ofenergy-efficient buildings
in the country.

As for whether this trend will trickle down to

OLD-HOUSE RESOURCE

Calculate Solar Savings

With energy prices ever rising, the temptation to
go off the grid by generating your own solar or
wind power can be heady—but is a major retrofit
really a good investment? The payback calculator
at SolarEstimate.org can help you decide. Plug in
your ZIP code, choose your utility provider, and
insert some data about previous electric bills,
and the calculator will generate a detailed report
based on the type of service you're interested

10 OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012

New York's nrastfamous skyscraper isnow agreen building.

residential buildings, signs point to yes. Several pres-
ervation standards (including the National Alliance
of Preservation Commissions and the Secretary of
the Interior) now have guidelines that specify proper
installation of green technology on historic build-
ings. And with tax credits for items like geothermal
heat pumps, wind turbines, and solar panels good
until 2016, Yudelson says he expects homeowners to
keep taking advantage ofthe opportunity to install
green upgrades.

It's long been clear that green building is here
to stay—>but now it looks like older structures are
starting to benefit, rather than suffer, from its
popularity.

in. For example, ifyou're looking to install solar
panels, you can see the average solar rating in
your area, how many square feet of panels you'd
need to generate enough energy to power your
house, and an idea of when you might start to
see a return on your investment. You can per-
form the same calculations for other technology,
too, such as wind turbines or soiar-powered hot
water heaters.

www.oldhouseonline.com



BOOKS IN BRIEF

estoring an old house
R can be a transformative
process—not just for the house
itself, but also for its owner. This
intersection of restoration and
life is the subject of cabinetmak-
er (and regular OHJ contribu-
tor) Nancy Hiller's latest hook,
A Home of Her Oum. Hiller
charts the stories of 18 women
for whom a house is more than
just a roof over their heads.
The tales of how these women
managed to create distinctive spaces in
the face of (and often spurred by) life's
challenges are as relatahle as they are
inspiring. Although the accompanying
photos exude an almost effortless grace,
Hiller's text drives home an important

A\

WaW
WHEN THE
COM.MLMTV
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b ]
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HISTOfK
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restoration lesson: It won't be quick or
easy, but it will be worth it.

Once the hard work is out of the
way, of course, the next step is to show
off your efforts. If your town doesn't

v Circle 029 on Free Information Card

Quietly Making a Difference

Since 1947”

HIGH PERFORMANCE STORM WINDOWS

for Residential and Commercial Buiidings

« Conserve Energy
* Reduce Maintenance

v,

* Retain Historicai Appearance
* Abate Outside Noise

31i

1-800-544-3646

www.tnonray.com

www.oldhouseonline.com

offer a historic home tour,

let Lori A. Grafs When the
Community Is Stopping By: A

Guide for Holding Successful
Historic Home Tours be your

guide to getting one going. The
no-nonsense workbook, pub-

lished by Fort Wayne, Indiana’s
Architecture & Community
Heritage foundation, offers
step-by-step instruction for every
aspect of the process, from pro-
moting the tour in local media
outlets to managing volunteers.
Sample timelines, homeowner con-
tracts, and volunteer handbooks take
all the guesswork out of organization,
ensuring smooth sailing for first-time

events.

v Circle 025 on Free Information Card
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ask ohj

I've noticed a gradual dete-
= rioration of the decorative
~ beamsunderthegablesofour

1912 Craftsman. Some of the end caps are
loose, and the wood cases are beginning
to rot. What suggestions do you have for
repairing or replacing them?

Ray Tschoepe: It looks like
the horizontal component
of the knee braces is made
up of boxed or built-up beams. In this
design, rougher, smaller-dimension lumber
projecting from the wall is wrapped with
planed Ix lumber to give it a proportion-
ally larger, finished appearance. A sepa-
rate end cap is commonly used to conceal
the multiple pieces of wood that make up
the beam. This technique often ends up
trapping water, which enters through fis-
sures or rusted fasteners near the top and
consequently encourages fungal growth
and decay. In your case, it looks like this
deterioration is causing the top portion of
the “box” to separate from the wood below.
Start by removing the surface pieces
to reveal the inner wooden member,
and evaluate this element by testing the
soundness ofthe material. First, press the
tip of an awl into the surface of a simi-
lar healthy piece of wood to determine a
baseline average penetration with a cer-
tain amount of pressure. Using a similar
amount of force, press the tip into the
surface of the rotting wood, scattering
the penetrations every 2". Although not
100-percent accurate, this will provide you
with an approximate map ofthe deteriora-
tion and a tactile glimpse into the interior.
If the beams seem to have only sur-
face rot, evidenced by awl penetrations
of less than Ys", then you can remove the
surface paint and apply several coats of
an epoxy consolidant. Use a paste epoxy
(such as Abatron WoodEpox) to fill any
fissures or small voids. When the epoxy
has cured, sand and prime with an alkyd
primer, followed by two finish coats of
alkyd or latex paint.

12 OLD-HOUSEJOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012

If you have substantial penetration
(greater than 14”) over 50 percent of the
beam, the deterioration is pretty thorough,
and replacement is probably the most
cost-effective solution. Your replacement
strategy will depend on whether the beam
is a continuation ofan interior structural
member (purlin), or simply affixed to the
wall with no interior counterpart. Ifit is
part of an internal support, mill a new
piece of lumber to match, and join it to
the existing material using a simple lap
joint on the interior. Ifit is fastened only
to the exterior of the building, carefully
seal the end grain with paint or an epoxy
consolidant before attaching the milled
lumber with stainless steel screws. In
each case, be sure to carefully reattach
any flashing under the wooden shingles
before you replace them.

Ifthe deterioration is limited to pock-
ets and the beam is basically sound, you
might consider a Dutchman repair and/
or an epoxy fill. The former involves
exchanging a portion ofthe rotted wood
for an easily shaped replacement piece
of similar stock. Before attaching the
Dutchman with epoxy, all ofthe soft areas

LEFT:The design
of some decorative
beam assemblies
can become a
water trap. BELOW:
Solutions include
(from left) replac-
ing the beam
entirely, splicing in
a Dutchman patch,
or filling the rotted
beam with epoxy
consolidant.

should be liberally coated with epoxy con-
solidant, and an epoxy filler should be
used to fill small voids.

If your wix)dworking skills are rusty,
you can perform a similar repair using only
the epoxy consolidant and filler. Start by
removing any loose or deteriorated wood.
Drill a series of Me" holes through the top
of the beam around the decayed area, along
with some angled holes on the sides ofthe
wood to allow the epoxy to reach interior
decay that would otherwise be inaccessible
without major surgery. Carefully wrap the
beam in plastic sheeting, leaving the top
open. Mix epoxy consolidant, and slowly
pour the consolidant (or inject it with a
glue syringe) into all of the holes and larger
voids, adding more as it soaks in. Next, mix
a thin epoxy filler (such as Conserv 200)
and slowly pour it into the same holes and
voids. The pourable filler will find its way
into fissures and voids that epoxy pastes
can't penetrate. Allow the epoxy to cure
overnight and remove the plastic. Sand
away any excess, and prime the beam with
a high-quality alkyd primer. When that has
thoroughly dried, finish it with two coats
of latex or alkyd paint.

www.oldhouseonljne.com



Once the interior member has been
stabilized, you can replace the surface
pieces with newly milled material, either
made of decay-resistant wood (redwood,
cypress, cedar, or thermally treated woods)
or liberally coated with a fungicide such
as borate or copper napthenate. To drain
ponding water from the large, flat surface,
consider planing or sanding the top to
produce a slight crown. M

RayTschoepe,one of
OHJ's contributing
editors, is the director
of conservation at
the Fairmount Park
Historic Preservation
Trust In Philadelphia.
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MORE QUESTIONS ANSWERED

A neighbor of mine has an extremely wide and narrow closet. If you try to
place clothes hangers in it in the traditional fashion, you can't get the door
shut! | need some insight on how we could make use ofthis space. -Jeff

A: 1 grew up in a house with long, skinny
closets. My mother made shelves about
a foot deep across the width to store
sweaters, party shoes, boxes of'treasures,’
and an extra blanket. -Jane

A: | use smaller hangers. | spent several
years buying antique wooden hangers
at thrift stores for 25 cents each; | also
hang pants there using trouser hangers,

which are always very short. Kids' hang-
ers or home-shortened wire hangers also
would have worked. -Phil

A: Do you have a small bedroom that
you can convert into a walk-in closet?
| had the same situation in my 1912
Foursquare, so we converted our small
bedroom/sewing room into a walk-in
closet. -Chris

Have questions about your old house? We'd love to answer them in future issues. Please send your questions to Ask OHJ, 4125 Lafayette Center Dr.,
Suite 100, Chantilly, VA 20151 or by e-mail to OHJEditorial@homebuyerpubs.com.
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A good-quality caulk gun will help you
make a perfect bead every time.

By Mark Clement

here's an old adage that
goes, “Caulk and paint

makes a carpenter what
he ain't.” While this saying diminishes
carpenters and DIYers who work hard
to create accurate cuts and tight joints
without the need for caulk, | personally
find caulk—along with sealants and
adhesives—to be an essential element
on almost every project 1 tackle.

No matter what the goop or where
it goes, it all gets applied the same way:
with a caulk gun. That makes it a very
important tool in your arsenal.

Where To Use It

A caulk gun (also called a “frame")
comes in handy when applying adhe-
sives, sealants, and fillers to dozens of
different old-house projects-—Iike gluing
cleats to the backs of crown moldings
to even out scarfjoints or caulking gaps
around bathtubs for a watertight seal.
| also use plenty of polyurethane seal-
ant for detailing flashing assemblies for
a chimney, porch roof, or deck ledger
board.

What To Look For

I'm baffled when | visit a job site or work-
shop and see cheap, throwaway caulk
guns hanging on the wall. These may
be fine for one-time use, but for people
with a whole house restoration in front
of them, | recommend buying a higher-
quality tool.

14 OLD-HOUSEJOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2(112

There are two types of caulk gun: a
smooth-shank plunger and a ratcheting
plunger. They are easy to tell apart—
the ratcheting type’s plunger has little
teeth, while the smooth-shank plunger is
smooth. Ingeneral, a frame with enough
mass to resist the force of lots of squeez-
ing is key. These well-constructed frames
also will give you a nice, consistent bead
of caulk or adhesive. Other features that
set good-quality guns apart include:

Tube cutter. While a utility knife
is perfectly fine for cutting the tops off
caulk tubes, | don't always have one
on me. A tube cutter allows you to cut
the nozzle of the tube by squeezing the
handle of the gun.

Poker. | don't even bother buying
a caulk gun that doesn't have a poker,
which pierces the foil covering of the
caulk tube down inside the spout. This
saves me from fishing around for a nail
to open new caulk tubes.

Hook handle. Because of the nature
of my work—climbing ladders, sitting on
roof peaks, working on windows—I need
a place to put my caulk gun when it's
not in use, whether that's hanging from
my tool belt or hooked over the chim-
ney. The best caulk guns have a C- or
L-shaped handle so you can easily hang
them anywhere.

Trigger. Also consider how wide
you’ll have to spread your hand to get a
firm grip on both the handle and trig-
ger. A nice caulk bead is an art in itself
and must be applied as steadily and as

It's easy to go for the cheapest option when
buying a caulk gun—but a quality model
will see you through many projects.

evenly as possible. Ifyou have to crank
on the handle ro get the caulk to flow,
that's not very smooth at all.

The Bottom Line

While not a panacea for the sins of bad
carpentry, caulk, sealant, and adhesive
are nevertheless essential restoration
materials. Investing now in a good-quality
caulk gun will save you from mess, fatigue,
and wasted time down the road.

Carpenter Mark
Clementisworking
on his century-old
American Four-
square in Ambler,
Pennsylvania, and
isthe author of
The Carpenter's
Notebook.
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Winning Windows

A window case study in Astoria, Oregon, shows

why repairs are more cost-effective than replace-

ment. We spoke with Joy Sears, restoration special-

ist at the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office

(SHPO), to learn more. By Demetra Aposporos

DEMETRA APOSPOROS: What was this
project, and how did you get involved?
JOY SEARS: The Owens-Adair senior
housing facility, built in 1931 and his-
torically known as St. Mary's Hospital,
wanted to replace their windows after a
resident was opening her window and the
sash cord broke, causing the window to
fall on and injure her arm. The facility's
project manager contacted Rosemary
Johnson, planner and historic preser-
vation officer for the city of Astoria, to
discuss their options, and she brought me
in to consult.

DA: How bad were the windows?
JS:They hadn't been well-maintained for
decades—they were loose and leaked air,
and many had broken sash cords—but
they were readily fixable.

DA: They thought replacements were the
only solution?

JS: They thought vinyl windows were the

www.oldhouseonline.com

only reasonable option in terms of cost
and energy efficiency, so 1 gave them a lot
of information on the energy efficiency
of restored windows. Once they got those
numbers, they were shocked.

Preserving the existing
windows met everyone*s
expectations.

DA: What happened next?

Js:1 suggested some companies that could
do the repair work. We also discussed
how the repairs could be done—the
tenants were pretty protective of their
spaces and had concerns about boarded-
up windows or interior containment
areas during the project. In the end, the
project manager agreed to take this new
information and do more research into
his options. Ultimately, they decided to
have the windows restored by Chosen
Wood Window Maintenance.

LEFT: The building's windows are now good
as new; repairing them proved the most

cost-effective option. ABOVE: Pre-work, the
windows were showing significant damage.

OA: How involved were the repairs?
iS: Because the existing historic win-
dow frames were thick enough, they
were able to route the sash to accom-
modate double-paned glass with new
glazing. They also replaced the sash
cord with a spring balance system
with fixed upper sashes, which was
less invasive than having to disas-
semble the original pulleys. And the
old storm windows were kept in place
during the repairs—so no boarded-up
windows.

DA: What was the final cost?

JS: They paid $259,000, or $1,036 per
window. New replacement windows
would have cost them $680,000, or
$2,720 per window.

DA: What kind of energy savings have
they seen from this investment?

JS: They saved $1,000 off their first
month's energy bills.

DA: Sounds like a success all around.

JS: | was happy that in the end, pre-
serving the existing windows met
everyone's expectations.

For more information, visit oregon.gov/
oprdihcdfshpo.
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By Clare Martin

period products

Comfortable and user-"friendly new finds that dont skimp

Laid Back

There's no denying that

rediners are a comfort-

able option for living-

room seating. But

period-appropriate?

That's a harder sell.

Leave itto furniture

designer David Moser

to come up with a

recliner that's as gor-

geous as it is comfort-

able. The Dirift chair's

sculptural curvilinear

silhouette recalls a mid-century aesthetic; comfort comes in the
form of memory foam cushions and an innovative dovetail that
allows the chair to slide into a reclining position. Available in
either a walnut or cherry frame with a matching ottoman. From
$3,200. Call (800) 862-1973, or visit thosmoser.com.

Sconce Simplicity
Sconces are a great way to lightold
houses, but because they require
behind-the-wall wiring, they can be
a pain to install. Rejuvenation's
new Wallace sconce takes the
hassle out of the process—sim-
ply hang it up, plug itin, and
turn it on. With its industrial-style
double-knuckle, swing-arm
design, it's perfect for hanging
k over a desk or a bedside table
for targeted task lighting.
The fixture comes in 13
different finishes, with
dozens of shade options.
$250, not including shade. Call (888) 401 -1900, or visit
reJuvenation.com.

Get Schooled

Known for their spot-on reproductions of early to mid-20th-
century light fixtures, the newly renamed Schoolhouse Electric

Chal k It U p & Supply Co. has branched out to offer a wide variety of home
It can sometimes be difficult to find finishes that are both eco- decor keyed to the same timeframe.The offerings include
friendly and historic, but chalk paint delivers on both counts. everything from furniture and rugs to bed linens and dishware.
Created by British painting guru Annie Sloan (and newly available in Much ofthe furniture skews toward a mid-century modern
the U.S)), the low-VOC paint is formulated to adhere to almost any bent, but there are several traditionally styled items, too (such
surface without the need for priming, and dries to a matte, plaster- as the tufted velvet Adler sofa, above)—many of which boast
like finish. It can be easily manipulated to create distressed, layered, green touches like FSC-certified wood and soy-based foam

or limewashed finishes for ftjrniture, cabinets, or walls. From $34.95 cushions. Adler sofa, $3,298 (as shown). Call (800) 630-7113, or
per gallon. Call (504) 247-3788, or visit anniesloanunfolded.com visit schoolhouseelectriccom.
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tools (S1 materials

Our editors pick the best green products to make your old-house projects easier.

Recycled Rain

Take your rain barrel an eco-step further

with the RainPerfect pump, which pro-

vides pressurized water directly from a

rain barrel to a sprinkler or garden hose.

Its easy top-mount installation adapts

to most rain barrel styles and standard

garden fixtures, and it's powered by a rechargeable solar bat-
tery, capable of pumping up to 100 gallons on a single charge.
Around $200. Visit rainperfectpump.com.

Clean Heat

Made of compressed sawdust and wood shavings without
chemical binders, wood pellets are one ofthe greenest
heating fuels around. European company Okofen has been
making pellet-heating products since the late 1990s, and its
innovative Pellematic boilers are now available in the U.S. Not
only is the boiler powered by a completely carbon-neutral,
renewable energy source, but the resulting ash also can be
used as a garden fertilizer. Prices start at $13,000. Call (207)
824-6749, or visit okofen-usa.com.

www.oldhouseonline.com

Runoff Reducers

Storm water runoff can mix with a host of contaminants
(like motor oil and fertilizer) to pollute rivers, lakes, and
groundwater. Permeable pavers can vastly reduce runoff,
keeping pollutants in check and the environment cleaner.
The SubTerra pavers from Belgard Hardscapes resemble
natural chiseled stone, with modular shapes that make
them easy to install. They can be laid in two traditional pat-
terns (stock bond or 90-degree herringbone, shown below)
and perform well in harsh climates. From about $2 per
square foot. Call (877) 235-4273, or visit belgard.biz.
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outside, the old hq

Old-fashioned and low-maintenance,
these vintage varieties will add a hint of
the past to your old-house garden.

By Jo Ann Gardner

oved for their sumptuous blooms, heady fragrance, and nostalgic

association with the past, antique roses are natural companions for

the old house. These centuries-old varieties originated in Europe
and were brought to the New World with the earliest settlers. They are
characterized by a single but abundant flowering each season (though there
are exceptions) and extraordinary cold hardiness. Their graceful forms vary
in color from blush white to cerise pink.

IB OLD-HOUSEJOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012

LEFT: Less finicky than modern roses, antique
varieties offer a carefree, informal look that
perfectly complements the charm of old
houses.

The variety of antique roses is stag-
gering—from upright to wide-spreading
to those low enough to grow in small
spaces, even in containers. They can be
integrated into a shrub border, grown as
single accents, or as hedges to highlight
any landscape design. Climbers enhance
porches, fences, and trellises at the side
of tlie house or outbuilding. By choosing
wisely among those that flower in early
and mid-season or repeat bloom, you can
have roses in bltxjm nearly all season. Fall
foliage and attractive hips (fruit) extend
the ornamental possibilities.

Roses from the past are low-mainte-
nance, too. They don't require lots of fertil-
izer or spraying or pruning to keep them
looking their best. Plant in well-drained
soil at asite with at least six hours of direct
sun a day; some will take less. Go easy on
pruning: For single bloomers, prune after
flowering by removing dead, damaged, or
crossed canes, as well as any slimmer than
apencil. For the most vigorous growth, be
sure to keep the center ofthe rose open to
the sun by cutting back extra growth. For
repeat bloomers, follow the same routine,
but prune when the rose is dormant in
early spring. To shorten the height ofboth
types, cut back no more than a third ofthe
plant. Beware; Most old roses have thorns
of some size, so wear suitable clothes and
gloves when working around them.

Antique roses give us a glimpse into
the past and allow us to share in a world
where each bloom is treasured for its
unique, individual traits. The following
varieties are favorites for their extended
flowering or repeat bloom, their floating
aromas, fall interest, landscape uses, and
hardiness. Above all, they possess beauti-
fully formed, character-filled blossom;
which is what antique roses are all about.
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Alfred de Dalmas”®
Date of introduction: 1855

Characteristics: Derived from the moss
rose (1696), 'Alfred de Dalmas' is one of
the most reliable old roses in terms of
repeat blooming. "Moss" refers to the
fuzziness around the plant's sepals, calyx,
and stem, the source of the flower's resiny
scent. Clusters of blush-pink buds open

to cupped pink flowers that fade to white.
Dainty by antique rose standards, the
plants grow to a height of only 2' or 3’ and
are suitable for a container or low hedge.

Queen of Denmark

Date of introduction: 1826

Characteristics: The 'Queen of Denmark'
rose (Konigin von Danemarck) belongs

to the Albas family, which dates back to
the Middle Ages or earlier. Opulent, well-
scented 3"-to 4"-wide flowers bloom in

light- to rose-pink clusters In mid-summer.

The flowers are so full of petals that they
create a "quartered" effect, typical of
many old roses. Foliage is bluish-green,
and fail hips are large and scarlet. The
plants will tolerate partial shade as long
as they have at least four to five hours of
direct sun, and typically grow 4' to 5' with
a graceful, open form.

Blanc Double de Coubert
Date of introduction: 1892

Characteristics: This early rugosa hybrid

is still considered the best white rose.
Rugosas, first brought over to the U.S. in
1845 from Japan, are resistant to adver-
sity; They can withstand salt spray, wind,
drought, and poor soil. Long, pointed flow-
er buds open to semi-double white flowers
with an intense, floating aroma. Typical
dark green rugosa foliage creates a hand-
some ensemble. Growing to 6' x 5', 'Blanc
Double de Coubert' roses make a fine dis-
tant accent. Repeats flowering until the fall,
when foliage turns a burnished gold.

Apothecary's Rose

Date of introduction: The early colonial
period, but it belongs to the Gailicas fam-
ily, which has been cultivated for thou-
sands of years.

Characteristics: Despite its antiquity, the
Apothecary's Rose (Rosa gallica officinalis)
has a neat, modern look: two layers of
nearly hot-pink petals loosely arranged
around showy golden stamens. It was
used by early settlers as a medicinal to
soothe sore throats, heal mouth sores, and
ease headaches. Plants grow 3' x 4' and
make a good medium-tall informal hedge.
Mow on both sides, since these roses suck-
er freely. Large red hips appear in the fall.

h *Unless noted, the roses described here are hardy from Zones 4 to 9 or W.
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Celsiana
Date of introduction: Before 1750

Characteristics: 'Celsiar>a’ is a classic dam-
ask rose, a type with complicated ancient
ancestry that's noted for its fragrance, !
hardiness, and fall fruits. Clusters of shell- ;
pink, semi-double flowers with crinkly
petals grow in delicate sprays, blooming
from late spring to early summer. Foliage

is gray-green on a 4' x 4’ plant.

Zephirine Drouhin
Date of Introduction: 1826

Characteristics: This Bourbon type
resulted from a chance cross between an
Old World and a China rose, discovered
by 1817. Its offspring are characterized by
intense fragrance, sumptuous blooms,
extended flowering, and a degree of
hardiness. 'Zephirine Drouhin' is an all-
time favorite, unsurpassed for the mass
of showy cerise-pink semi-double flow-
ers that bloom on thornless canes from
spring to fall. Plants grow from 5’ to 20’
and will bloom even on a north-facing
wall. Hardy from Zones 6 to 9.
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The Driskill Hotel

The legendary Romanesque landmark brings a Lone
Star brand ofgrandeur to Texas' state capital.

By Beth Goulart

hey say everything's bigger in Texas. Once you step inside the
Driskill Hotel, Austin's opulent historic landmark, you know

it's true; the grandeur just might take your breath away. Certainly
the flavor of Texas permeates every corridor.

“1 think the draw really is that the
hotel is so Texas," says Kyra Coots, the
Driskill's director of public relations. The
hotel's Lone Star roots extend far beyond
the longhorn head mounted above the
fireplace in the bar and the five-pointed
Texas stars outlined in lead on the lobby's
giant stained-glass dome.

Jesse Lincoln Driskill, a prosperous
rancher who supplied beef to the Con-
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federate Army during the Civil War, began
construction on the hotel in 1885, around
the same time that the Texas Capitol and
first building of the University of Texas
were built. Driskill's Richardsonian Ro-
manesque hotel, designed by Jasper
N. Preston St Son, would open before
Christmas in 1886, boasting 60 steam-heat-
ed guest rooms and four elaborate suites.
Less than two weeks after its grand

ABOVE: The LBJ Suite features stained glass
adorned with bluebonnets and other wildflowers;
the Maxmilian Room's famous mirrors; the hotel
in the early 20th century and today (left).

opening, the Driskill hosted what would be
the first in a storied line of inaugural balls,
this one for Texas Governor Sul Ross. It
hosted more than 30 years ofhomecoming |
balls for the University of Texas. And in l
1934, Lyndon B. Johnson invited Lady Bird |

to breakfast here and proposed marriageto $
her later that same day. In 1964, LBJ was |

here again when he learned he had won *

the U.S. presidency. £
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Despite the glamorous events, the
hotel has long been plagued by manage- Wood Products, Inc.
ment woes. Within months of opening, it
closed due to financial troubles, reopening
in October 1887 under new management.
The next year, adevastating drought killed
off the Driskill family's cattle and forced
them to sell the hotel. Thus began a diz-
zying history of closures, reopenings, and
ownership and management changes that
would continue for more than a century.
In 1969, the wrecking ball was outside—
literally—Dbefore the Heritage Society of
Austin gathered sufficient private funds
to save and open the hotel to guests once
more. (The latest sale of the hotel, to
Colorado-based Destination Hotels &
Resorts, took place in 2005.)

“We like to say there’s a little mystery
in our history at our hotel,” says Coots.
That might be a way of putting a positive
spin on atimeline littered with changes of
hands, several renovations, and additions,
but it's true. There's plenty of intrigue at
the Driskill, especially for the history buff.

Take Texas’ own hall of mirrors, the
Maximilian Room. Its standout feature is
a set of eight mirrors framed in ornate
gold plate, each topped with a likeness of
Empress Carlota, wife of the 19th-century
monarch Maximilian of Mexico. The
mirrors are said to have been a gift from
Maximilian to Carlota, which once hung
in their own home. How they landed in a
San Antonio antiques shop is unknown,
but the Driskill purchased them in 1930
and made them the centerpiece of the
hotel's most fantastic ballroom. The ball-
room also boasts a set of beaded chande-
liers, thought to date to 1930, that were
restored in the 1990s as part of a history-
minded renovation.

Other striking interior features speak
to the many changes the hotel has seen
over the years. The vault near the recep-
tion desk is a remnant of the bank that
opened in the hotel as part of an 1895 Scan code to visit
effort to diversify the business. And the our website. April 24-26, 2012
lobby's magnificent 18' x 18' stained-glass

olid Wood Ceiling Medallions
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Transform your home
with our wide plank
flooring. Custom
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skilled crofstmen.

Contact us to receive your
complimentary brochure.
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wide plank floors

wideplankflooring.com
1-800-595-9663
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ceiling is centered around an inverted
dome that was added in the 1990s to
evoke the original open atrium, which
was enclosed in 1950 when management
installed air conditioning. Outside, the
original busts of Driskill and his two
sons-  .arved from limestone by Italian
artisans—overlook each street-facing,
pressed‘hrick facade.

The mystery that intrigues guests the
most, however, is whether the hotel is
haunted. Stories abound of several ghosts.
Driskill, known around the building by his
military title, “The Colonel,” is the most
obvious candidate. He died in 1890, just
two years after selling the hotel, and is
said to smoke cigars in guests’ rooms in
his quest to enjoy his namesake creation.
Others have reported hearing a little girl
bouncing a ball and giggling near the
hotel's grand staircase, where a four-year-
old fell tragically to her death in 1887. More
tragedy ensued about three decades ago,
when a groom called off his wedding the
night before it was to take place at the
hotel. The bride-to-be, who was staying in
aroom on the fourth floor, hanged herself.
It is said that her ghost walks the halls in
her wedding gown.

When he built the hotel 125 years
ago, Jesse Driskill probably didn't envi-
sion hauntings or the other mysteries that

ABOVETrThe highlight of the lobby is an inverted
stained-glass dome, designed to evoke the spirit
ofthe original atrium (inset).

have come to the building with old age.
He did envision the grandest hotel in the
region—and there's reason to believe he
met that goal. Austin's Daily Statesman
touted it as “one of the finest hotels in the
whole country” when it opened in 1886.
Thanks to Driskill's vision and the efforts
of preservation activists, we can still enjoy
his masterpiece today. iSi

The Driskill Hotel
604 Brazos Street
Austin, TX 78701
(800) 252-9367
driskillhotel.com

Rates start at around $229 per night,
based on double occupancy; discounts
are available for advance bookings and
multiple-night stays.The hotel offers a
variety of packages such as "'Paint the
Town Red,” which includes a horse-drawn
carriage ride around downtown Austin.
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A family in<kWest Chester, Pennsylvania, digs deep to
heat and codt'their 1922 house with geothermal technology

BY Lynn Ei.i.um & Photos by Jushru Hii.ijjaui)



In August 2011, David and Susanne Neiblum opened their electricity bill

to find a pleasant surprise: It was for $7—the total cost for one month of

the electric company’s service charges for their 6,700'Square'foot home

in West Chester, Pennsylvania. The energy payday was the result of the
three and a half months the Neiblums spent sensitively converting their

1922 house from oil heat to a geothermal heating and cooling system that

runs on electricity from a solar array.

When David Neiblum first spotted
the French Norman style house for sale,
he thought, “It's too big, too much, but
how can | walk away from this house?”
Clad in local fieldstone, with a central
staircase and fireplaces imported from
France, the impressive house was perfect
for this family of five, hut it was expensive
to heat and had no air conditioning.

The family looked into installing cen-
tral air ductwork and a standard compres-
sor, which, for such a large house, would've
cost approximately $100,000—but for a
bit more money, they realized they could
opt for geothermal energy instead. “We
had looked into geothermal for a house
we had planned to build,” says David, so
they were familiar with the costs. “But we
weren't sure it was possible for this house.”

Geothermal systems can reduce
heating and cooling bills by 70 percent
in comparison to oil, but the upfront costs
are expensive. For this house, the entire
geothermal installation, including the
ductwork hut excluding the solar array,
was approximately $160,000. {The cost
varies with the size of the house.) A fed-
eral tax credit for green technology—30
percent of the entire project, including
ductwork—helped to offset the expense.

With the energy savings of geother-
mal, David estimates they’ll earn back the
upfront expenses in five to seven yeats.
“The price for ductwork and regular A/C
with oil-heat radiators was the same as
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geothermal with the tax credit,” David
points out. “It made sense in the long
run.”

The Neiblums hired Bill Sinton of
Sinton Air Conditioning and Heating to
do the work. “The geothermal installer
you choose is crucial because it's a major
job for the house,” says David. Geothermal
installation was only 7 to 10 percent of
Bill's business as recently as 2003, but it
now encompasses 95 percent of his com-
pany’'s work. The increase in oil prices has

OPPOSITE & BELOW:
Homeowners David and
Susanne Neiblum were
able to maintain the
historic character of their
1922 French Norman
house by locating the sys-
tem’s solar technology on
an otherwise unusable hill
in their back yard.

spurred homeowners’ interest in geother-
mal energy, which is a renewable resource.

Geothermal systems tap into the
constant temperature under the earth,
which is found as shallow as 11' to 12'
below the surface. Ground temperatures
vary from region to region. “Florida,
for example, may be 61 degrees,” Bill
explains. “The ground is slightly colder
at a higher latitude; slightly warmer at a
lower latitude.” In Pennsylvania, where
the Neiblums live, it is 53 degtees. This
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ABOVE: Air-return grilles are incorporated
into the home's d”~cor. TOP: The kitchen
and dining room were in such pcmr shape
that they had to be completely redone,
allowing the Neiblums to run ductwork
under the floors.
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heat is then transferred from the ground
to the home through a series of under-
ground pipes that are filled with an anti-
freeze solution and then sealed. Unless a
house has no accessibility to the grounds
around it, neither the size of the house
nor the plot are limitations to tapping
into that heat source.

What Lies Beneath

The Neiblums’ house sits on an acre of
land that includes a hill, which became
the site of the bore field for the geother-
mal system, as well as for the solar array
that would provide electricity to run the
system and power the entire house (see
‘Solar Spotlight,” page 28).

For this project, six 6"-diameter verti-
cal boreholes, called geothermal exchang-
ers, were drilled at a depth of approxi-
mately 350' to 400'. (Although constant
ground temperatures can be found at the
shallower depth noted above, to find the
most stable and consistent temperature,
it's best to go deeper.) The number ofbore-
holes and depth varies, depending on the
size of the house. Because bedrock runs
below the earth in Pennsylvania, Bill

created the boreholes with a rock ham-
mer drill, whose bit hammers as it spins.
Not only is rock a much better conduc-
tor of heat—a benefit to the geothermal
exchangers—but boreholes drilled in rock
also won't shift or fill in, which can hap-
pen in coastal areas with soil composed
ofsand, shale, and loose rubble. For these
sandy areas, a mud rotary drill is used,
which is labor-intensive and costly.

A loop, made of I'/i" high-density
polyethylene (HDPE) pipe, a long-last-
ing thermoplastic that won't corrode, is
inserted into the boreholes. Each loop
bends in a U shape at the bottom of the
borehole, so each hole contains two pipes
but one circuit.

The pipes are filled with an antifreeze
fluid that conducts heat. There are three
antifreeze options for residential instal-
lations: propylene glycol, methanol, and
ethylene glycol. The Neiblums chose
methanol, the densest of the three,
because of its enhanced energy-carrying
properties. (The denser the fluid, the bet-
ter its heat-carrying ability.)

After the loops are installed, the area
around them is filled with bentonite grout.
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FROM LEFT: Installing the geothermal system first involved drilling six boreholes into the earth to access
consistently warm temperatures. A trench between the bore field and the house holds both the refrigerant
lines for the geothermal system and the electric wires for the solar array. Refrigerant lines in the attic run
to the two separate units used to heat and cool the second and third floors.

which remains pliable so it can expand
and contract seasonally. The function of
the grout is threefold: First, it maintains
uninterrupted heat conductivity between
the pipes and the earth. Second, it serves
as a seal to bring the ground back into
balance. Third, it prevents any aquifers
from getting contaminated.

Once the grout is in place, a pipe ties
the loops from each borehole together.
The pipe is connected to a 3" manifold,
which attaches the ground loops to the
heat pumps in the house. A trench run-
ning down the hillside from the bore field
to the foundation of the house holds the
manifold.

Supply and Demand

Three heat pump units, located in the
basement, service the entire house. The
first one, a package geothermal unit that
contains all the heating and cooling
components, completely heats and cools
the first floor. Ductwork and the ground
loops are tied to it directly. The other two
units—split systemswith geothermal heat
pumps in the basement and air-handling
units in two separate attics—heat and
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cool the second and third floors of the
house. Each unit handles two floors, but
they service different wings of the house.

Supply and return ducts run from
the heat pump units to every room in the
house so that all areas maintain an even,
comfortable temperature. Each room has
two termination points: the supply regis-
ter, which can he adjusted for airflow, and
an air-return grille that always remains
open.

Running ductwork in an old house
is a tricky prospect. The airflow in each
room has to be carefully balanced and
measured so the temperature remains
constant. Any home considering a geo-
thermal system should have a full heat-loss
and structural analysis. For the Neiblums'
home. Bill performed his own proprietary
analysis in addition to the standard analy-
sis known as a Manual J, which deter-
mines how much energy a home needs to
stay cool in the summer and warm in the
winter. “If someone only does a Manual
J, there’s a lot that will be left out,” says
Bill. “The challenge is finding the proper
volume ofair to each room on each floor.”

Placing the termination points and

the ductwork in an old house has to be
done “more like a surgeon than a bull-
fighter,” says Bill, so the home's character
isn't affected. “You can't just he an engi-
neer; you have to be an artist as well,” he
says. “You have to be artistically creative
but scientifically sound.”

“Every place we had the opportunity,
we put the ductwork inside the envelope
of the house,” he continues. Where ducts
couldn’t be run behind walls, they were
tucked into unusual places. “In the great
room, there was a hidden wet bar in the
wall that was probably from Prohibition,
which we took out to hide the ductwork,”
David says. “You can't tell anything is
there."

Ted Trethewey, a contractor who spe-
cializes in restoring old houses, custom-
built the soffits to hide the ducts. “Ted was
essential to not making it look like a new
house,” David says. Soffits were created
in all ofthe bedrooms on the third floor,
painted to match the decor, they blend
in with the architecture of the house.
“We've taken people through the house,
and they don't notice the soffits until we
point them out,” says David.
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Solar Sporlight

To power the Neiblums' geothermal
system, a photovoltaic solar array was
placed over the bore field. "We had

an unusable hill facing south," David
explains. "Geothermal runs by electricity,
so we thought it made sense." However,
ground installations are a more involved
process than solar panels placed on the
roof. The Neiblums hired Astrum Solar
to build a frame for the panels and dig

a trench to run the electrical wires from
the ground mount to the home's electri-
cal panel.

Although roof installations may take
only a couple of days, the extra steps
involved with ground installations means
they can take longer. Permits are another
factor to consider. "The longest part is
all the zoning/permitting, utility inter-
connection, and incentive paperwork,
which can take months," says Michelle
Waldgeir, vice president of marketing at
Astrum Solar. In this case, the historic sta-
tus of the Neiblums' house didn't affect
the permitting process, since the panels
were placed 100" away from the house
and screened by landscaping.

Solar panels, which are made up
of crystalline silicon, convert light into
electricity. The electricity travels from the
panels through wires to an inverter. "The
inverter converts the type of electricity
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LEFT TO RIGHT: In one of the children’s rooms, a false wall was built to disguise the duct-
work. The far left photo shows the ducts attached to the wall; the center photos show the
wall in various stages of completion. At far right, the new wall assembly is highlighted

with a cheerful, contrasting paint scheme.

produced by the panels [direct cur-
rent, or DC] into the type of power your
house uses [alternating current, or AC],"
explains Michelle. "Once the electric-
ity goes through the inverter, it travels
through wire into your home's electrical
panel."

Instead of having all the panels
wired in a series to one central inverter.
compact inverters (in this case, Enphase
Energy micro-inverters) are installed
under each solar panel to maximize effi-
ciency. This approach allows each panel
to function independently, avoiding the
pitfall of having one panel drag down
the system. The micro-inverters can be
linked to an online performance moni-
toring system, where the Neiblums can
track their energy usage from the panels.

Roof- and ground-mount installa-
tions that are situated identically can
generate similar amounts of solar energy.
But because ground mounts can be
sited anywhere and aren't constrained in
size by a roof, they often produce more
power. The region can play a role in
the system's power potential, too. "The
Northeast is a great place to install solar,"
says Michelle. "[The Neiblums] get almost
95 percent as much sunlight as Florida."

The Neiblums' 10.36-kW solar energy
system is capable of generating 11,740 kW

hours per year, in comparison, the aver-
age American home uses approximately
9,000 kW hours per year, "it takes care of
any electrical needs for the house," says
David, not just the geothermal system.

The Neiblums purchased their system
for approximately $60,000 and received a
30-percent federal rebate off the installa-
tion price. For state rebates, "solar is more
complicated," notes David. "Every state
is different. In Pennsylvania, there is a
rebate, but there is only a certain amount
of money, and it keeps reducing."

A solar energy system also can be
leased for a monthly rate with no down
payment. (Many companies offer rental
agreements for solar systems.) "Total costs
are based on size," explains Michelle. "Ifa
customer is interested in leasing, the qual-
ity of their location (ability to generate
energy), their utility rates, and the amount
they would like to spend (upfront or
monthly) will determine their rate."”

The Neiblums are pleased with the
efficiency of the solar array and have
noticed a tremendous savings in their
electricity bills since setting it up in
combination with their geothermal heat-
ing and cooling system. "Going solar is
one of the best things you can do for
yourself, your home, your wallet, and the
planet,"” says Michelle.
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Keeping It Going

Geothermal systems ... appealing in
terms of longevity and maintenance com-
pared to conventional systems because
they have very few moving parts. Unlike
conventional systems, geothermal heat

pumps operate in steady conditions with-
out internal combustion, and boast a 20-
to 30-year lifespan. “The amount of heat
inside a furnace is a lot for metal surfaces
to withstand—that's why furnaces die,”
says Bill. “Same with outdoor units—they

The grand, sweep-
ing central stair-
case is a beautiful
example of the
house's French
Norman heritage.

have an 8- to 12-year lifespan,” says Bill.
“Everything that affects a machine out-
side destroys it.” When a heat pump does
need to be replaced, it's easy to swap out
the unit. The ground loops will not have
to be changed.

The system also needs very little main-
tenance to keep running smoothly. The air
coils should be cleaned twice a year, the
filters get changed yearly, and the tempera-
ture and pressure get checked annually.
There is no outdoor unit to clean.

The Neiblums find the geothermal
temperature controls very responsive.
“You can change the temperature by one
degree, and within fifteen minutes, you
can feel the temperature in the room
change,” says David. They also consider
the geothermal system to be in keeping
with how the house and outbuildings were
originally built. “We think a lot of the
stones were salvaged from (ild buildings,”
notes David. “That ties in with the green
theme.”

Get a list of links to geothermal resources
and suppliers.
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Designed to Last

Follow these three basic design principles to ensure that
your repair projects will stand the test of time*

Story, Photos, and l1lustrations by Ray Tschoepe

When | drive along rural

roads, | sometimes come

upon old farm buildings
that have been abandoned
long ago.
I'm often surprised to find
that although the wood is weath-
ered and gray, the siding, trim,
window sash, and sills are still
remarkably sound. Why is this,
when I've seen just as many 10-
to 15-year-old buildings already
in need of replacement sash and
jambs?
The survival of traditional
materials in an outdoor environ-
ment usually depends upon four interdependent factors: design,
material, craftsmanship, and maintenance. In the case ofthese
old buildings, 1 can't speak for the craftsmanship, and 1 know
that maintenance has been absent for quite some time, so ! attri-
bute their stubborn survival to quality, old-growth wood and the
attention paid to design details. These details were often second
nature to builders until the early part ofthe 20th century, when
man-made materials (aluminum, composites, synthetics) freed
the builder from the mundane and time-consuming chores of
detailing every joint and attending to the pitch ofevery surface.
However, for the restorer who still works in the every-
day realm of old houses, and does not have the advantage
offered by old-growth timbers or the choice to install syn-
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thetics, then attention to
detail can mean the dif-
ference between a project
that lasts 5 years and one
that lasts 10 times that.
Modern plantation-grown
lumber is notoriously poor
at resisting decay, so pro-
tection through thought-
ful design should be the
number-one concern.
The simple key to all
good design is the ability
to shed water. The study of
older structures reveals this
on many levels. Sometimes
the aesthetic style of a
building is even shaped by
this basic requirement. Craftsmen who are not familiar with
traditional building practices are inclined to reproduce the
overall appearance of an element without a full appreciation
of the original construction detailing that incorporated this
simple rule of thumb.

If we mentally follow water that flows across the roof, we
can trace its path all the way to the ground as it encounters
many surface textures and pitches, various joint orientations and
path changes before it soaks into the soil. New, old, or treated
lumber, as well as stone and metal, can benefit by employing
three basic principles of design that will keep water away from
the portions of the structure that are most vulnerable to fungal
decay, freeze/thaw cycles, and ponding.
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BELOW: Even small surfaces such as panel molding need a
slight slope to keep them from trapping water.

Avoid Flat, Horizontal Surfaces Where Possible

Everything from porch floors to windowsills and head casings
should be constructed to promote the flow of water away from
the building. Slopes of5, 10, or even 20 degrees are reasonable.
Although this seems intuitively obvious, its remarkable how
often 1 see new porch railings installed with a flat handrail
and bottom rail.

Many times, small pieces of molding, such as the lower panel
molding on a door or shutter, are often discounted as having an
insignificant amount of flat surface to make any difference. Yet,
these are places where water can pond for prolonged periods
of time, so make sure that every horizontal surface, no matter
how small, is inclined away from the building.
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Old-house expert Duffy Hoffman, who's
teaching a class at our Historic Home
Show, offers more tips on keeping water
from damaging your building.
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Design Principle #2: Avoid Joints That Face Skyward

This may well be the chief source ofwater infiltratiort and subse-
quent deterioration in modern construction. This joint orienta-
tion tends to show up where broad handrails meet columns or
when square column bases are wrapped in wcH)d.

No matter how carefully the joints of newly restored wooden
elements are caulked, the caulk will eventually fail and admit
water. If you do need to caulk existing vertical seams, avoid
caulking the earth-facing lower edge ofan element. When water
enters, it's much better to let it flow through unimpeded, rather
than to trap it by blocking its path with a bead of caulk.

In practice, this may be the most time-consuming joint to
make watertight, but the dividends are worth the effort. To get
the design right, think like a roofer, and install pieces from the
ground up. For example, install the lower panel molding first
and cope the side moldings to it. Use flashing on seams that
can't be easily eliminated or redesigned. Where horizontal and
vertical members meet (such as handrails and columns), mortise
the vertical member to accept the horizontal.
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ABOVE: When joints at the base of square columns point downward and
are protected by flashing, rainwater naturally slides off the wooden ele-
ment, preventing infiltration that can lead to rot.
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LEFT: Water seeping into hollow, unvented
columns can create a breeding ground for
mold; simple vents at the top and bottom of
the column will allow water to evaporate.
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Design Principle #3: Avoid Unvented Spaces

Box beams, hollow columns, soffits, and even weight pockets
on sash windows can trap water or water vapor. Moisture
typically enters through open seams in the upper portion
of an elpment and puddles in a watertight lower space—for
example, water entering a column through a leaky porch
roof. Unvented shafts will then fill with water until it ever
so slowly seeps under the edge of the shaft. In the darkness
of an enclosed space, moist air laden with fungal spores spells
peril for wooden surfaces.

Although I've seen unvented, old-growth hollow columns
that have survived for more than 100 years, it's unlikely that
unvented columns constructed from modern lumber will survive
that long. Columns can be vented through the plinth or through
vents directly installed in the column shaft. Make sure that any
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vents installed in this way are screened to limit the potential
for the open space to become living quarters for insects or other
pests. The top can be vented into the roof space or simply at
the perimeter joist. Venting both extremities of an enclosed
space will promote airflow and the consequent movement of
water vapor,

Although it's tempting to give in to the immediate pleasure
brought on by fresh caulk and paint, as old-house stewards
must take a longer-term view of repair projects. The first steb in
doing so is to hold fast to the principles of good design. il

Ray Tschoepe, one of OHJ's contributing editors, is the director

ofconservation at the Fairmount Park Historic Preservation Trust
in Philadelphia.
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LEFT: The front door
is highlighted by a
wide stained-glass
transom restored
by homeowner

Rich Green. The
spandrel crown-

ing the archway is
an example of the
home's fine wood-
work. OPPOSITE:
With heavy Colonial
Revival influences,
the 8,000'Square-
foot Queen Anne
house is a landmark
in the small com-
munity.

Lasting Legacy

A Dallas couple gets back to their Midwestern roots by saving and
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refurbishing a small'town Victorian gem.

Story by Shelley Gabert ¢ Photos by Lloyd Grotjan

Sometimes, a picture is worth a thousand words. That was defi-
nitely the case the first time Rich and Pam Green saw photos of
the historic Eitzen Mansion in California, Missouri. Their initial
excitement only intensified when they stepped inside the three-
story Queen Anne home.
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ABOVE: intact original features like pocket doors drew the couple to the house, which they
furnished with a collection of period-appropriate antiques. ""We wanted a place where we could
entertain and take some furniture out of the hallway to make a dance floor," says Pam. ""We
used inexpensive rugs thatfit the period so that if red wine gets spilled on them, it's OK."

“I knew this was definitely the home
ofour dreams,” Rich says. “The beautiful
craftsmanship, the original pocket doors,
and the ornate fireplaces were pristine—
as if the house had been sealed in a time
capsule. We couldn't believe our good
fortune.”

7T\e local landmark was built in
1898 by Charles A. Eitzen, the eldest
son of Charles D. Eitzen, a Civil War
hero, wealthy merchant, and prominent
citizen of Hermann, Missouri, a German
community established in 1837 along
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the banks of the Missouri River. At just
under 8,000 square feet, the house con-
tained 21 rooms, nine fireplaces, and a
full basement, as well as a carriage house,
all sitting on 1.5 acres surrounded by a
stone and wrought iron fence. It was also
the first house in Moniteau County to
have running water.

Charles died only four years after
the home was completed, but his wife,
Bertha, and their children would reside
there until 1952, After the Eitzen family
sold the home, it served as the Tilton

Nursing Home for four decades. In recent
years, various owners have tried to turn
the house into a bed and breakfast and
a restaurant, but were unsuccessful.
Eventually it went into foreclosure; in
the summer of 2002, it was again for sale.

Lost & Found

When Pam’s daughter, who lives in the
area, sent them photos ofthe home for
sale, the Greens lived in Dallas and
had been dating for a couple of years.
Rich, a petroleum geologist and res-
ervoir engineer who grew up in Hays,
Kansas, crossed paths with Pam, who
hailed from a Kansas City suburb, when
the two worked together at the Dallas
Geological Society.
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“We knew we wanted to make a life
together and to eventually retire some-
where in the Midwest to be near our
families, but somehow this house found
us,” says Pam. “Both Rich and I love
the Victorian era and respect that time
period, so we quickly set about restoring
the home. Every item we found that had
been removed from its point of origin was
reintroduced somewhere into the house.”

Most of their finds came while sift-
ing through items stored in the hayloft
ofthe 2,000-square-foot carriage house,
where the Eitzens' caretaker had lived,
along with their horse, Old Jack.

“When it rained, we could still smell
the hay that had been kept in the hayloft
and had once insulated the walls,” recalls
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ABOVE: An original radiator is no longer functional, but Pam uses its warming cabinetfor linen
storage. BELOW: The Greens on the home's ornate main staircase.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: An original fireplace highiights a corner of the formal dining
room. In the kitchen, seven layers of linoleum were peeled back to reveal original ash
flooring. Preparing for guests. Rich and Pam set the dining-room table; the antique sil-
verisfroman 1875 tea set theypurchased from the Eitzen family. OPPOSITE; Thedisplay
cabinet doors in the butler's pantry were rescued from the hayloft ofthe carriage house;
the cabinets now house Pam's extensive collection ofjadeite dishware. The table in this
room was created h'om a marble slab discovered underneath the stove in the kitchen.

www.oldhouseoniine.coin
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Rich. “We weeded through a lot of trash,
but we found many treasures, too-"

They unearthed oak cabinet doors
that had been removed from the butler’s
pantry and kitchen, and returned them
to the revamped butler's pantry. Tucked
in a corner were two original marble and
porcelain sinks that were restored and
returned to bathrooms on the first and
third floors. They found a pile of wood'
work and comer guards, along with a bas-
ket of metal ornamentation and dentil
molding from the outside of the house.
A small white clawfoot bathtub was sit-
ting outside the carriage house, so they
restored it for a third-floor bathroom.
One morning, they found a swinging
door, long since removed, leaning against
the carriage house, returned in the night
by a mysterious visitor.

While the Greens made week-
long trips to the house every couple of
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months, they turned over the bulk of the
workload to contractor Johnny Roush,
who had built Pam's parents house and
had often visited his mother at the house
when it was the Tilton Nursing Home.
“We decided to go local as much as pos-
sible for the work,” Pam says.

Roush's team power-washed and
painted the exterior, and cleaned and
revarnished all of the interior wood-
work. They also removed tons of iron
pipe from a fire alarm sprinkler system
left over from the nursing-home days;
the resulting holes in the ceiling were
covered with a fresh layer of drywall. The
walls were re-plastered and repainted, a
difficult task because the plaster had
originally been applied to brick, rather
than lathe. Linoleum flooring in the
kitchen and butler's pantry, in some
cases seven layers thick, was removed to
reveal original ash, oak, and yellow pine

flooring that was sanded and restored.
Rich scrubbed, sanded, and sealed the
wood on the front door and also carefully
scraped old, dark paint off of the original
stained glass.

Although the Greens installed a
zoned central heating and air-condi-
tioning system to help control energy
costs, they did keep two of the original
radiators. The ornate one in the dining
room sits on a marble slab and contains
a food warmer; Pam now uses it to store
table linens. The other, in the first-floor
hallway, was once a mitten warmer and
now serves as a receiving area for call-
ing cards.

Family Ties

By March 2004, “there were curtains and
furniture in every room,” Pam says. The
decor is a mix of furnishings they secured
at antique sales throughout the region,
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ABOVE: A small third-floor
bedroom features an original
stained-glass window.

LEFT: A restored sinkina
first-floor bathroom.

artifacts from their travels,
and items purchased from
the Eitzen relatives. The
family’'s 1875 silver-plated
tea set is displayed in the
dining room, and a circa
1860 photo of the family
hangs at the south portico
entrance.

Throughout the res-
toration process, Pam and
Rich pieced together a his-
tory of the family through
research collected from
the Moniteau County
Historical Society and

information gathered from Charles B.
(Chuck) Eitzen, the grandson of the
house’s original owner. Rich and Pam
met Chuck, then 89, at hishome in San
Antonio in the summer of 2004.

“We brought along before-and-after
photos, and Chuck shared many stories
and photos of his family and tire house,"
Pam says. “He recognized the two oak
chairs [from the carriage house] that we
restored for the front hallway as being part
ofthe family's breakfast-room table set.”

“We also found out that the reason
most of the fireplaces looked almost
brand new is because the family never
used them,” adds Rich.

New Era

After an 18-month labor of love, work
on the main house was complete. In
April 2005, the couple married on the
house’s front steps, with new porch rail-
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ings, lighting, and fans serving as the
altar and backdrop.

UWe figured if we could get through
this renovation without any major dis-
agreements, we could make it through
anything,” Rich says.

Because of work obligations in
Dallas, the couple didn't take up full-
time residence in the home until 2010.
Two years prior, they had converted the
carriage house into living space. The
original unfinished paneling was cleaned
and varnished, and a kitchen was added
in the former horse stall. Upstairs, the
hayloft is Rich’s “man cave,” where he
displays arrowheads, fossils, and antique
toys; the hay drop was converted into a
bar. The caretaker's room is now a work-
space for Pam.

Since becoming full-time residents,
the Greens have hosted annual fundrais-
ing galas to benefit the restoration of the
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1885 Finke Theater and the Wood Place
Public Library. Their efforts on behalf
of California Progress, Inc., have also
raised money for the Moniteau County
Historical Society, museum, information
center, gift shop, and genealogy library,
which ishoused inanold post-office build-
ing that Charles A. had built in 1902 and
still bears the Eitzen name.

*»C:

ABOVE; The Greens
hostan annual gala
to raise funds for local
charities. ""Some of
my favorite times

are standing In the
kitchen and listening
to the hubbub of this
house,"" says Pam.
LEFT: The carriage
house boasts original
paneling, and incor-
porates display space
for Rich's geological
specimens.

“Our house is never going to be the
Green Mansion, so it's very important to
honor the Eitzens’ history and legacy by
sharing this treasure with the community,”
says Rich. “We know we're caretakers, just
passing through, and that this house will
imtUve us. We hope whoever gets the
house next will care about it as much as
we do.” ™
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FOLLOW THESE
4 STEPS TO
KEEP A LOCK
ON ENERGY
SAVINGS.

By THE OHJ Editorial Staff

The world comes in and out
of your house's doors: friends,
family, pets, neighbors—and
energy, too. As one ofthe larg-
est permeable harriers between
your home and outside, entry
doors can account for a large
chunk ofa home’s energy loss—

as much as 11 percent, by some

estimates.

Though plenty of folks tout the
energy value of modern foam-core
steel or fiberglass doors, a thick,
well-constructed wood door can
offer just as much protection from
the elements—wood has excellent
natural insulation properties, and it's
historically accurate to boot. A few
simple tune-ups will help ensure that
your original wood doors continue to
let the world in while keeping the
weather out.

OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE

FROM TOP LEFT:

Energy-saving steps

include caulking and

weatherstripping,

making sure glazing is .

in good condition, and |
G adding a storm door.
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CLOSE THE GAPS. Assuming
10 your door is in good shape, most
energy loss likely occurs in the spaces
around the door, rather than through
the door itself. First, make sure the door
is hanging securely on its hinges—any
looseness can cause gaps between the
door and the doorframe. Next, you can
use silicone caulk to fill in any gaps around
the doorframe. (Remember, only use caulk
on fixed—not moving—parts. Also, ifthe
gap is larger than W, fill it with a foam
backer rod before applying caulk.)

7 WEATHERSTRIP IT. While
“~ & caulking helps seal gaps between
the doorframe and the wall, weatherstrip-
ping will tighten up spaces between the
doorframe and the door. Compressible
foam or rubber weatherstripping is a good
choice for doors, as it will compress to
offer the tightest seal possible when the
door is closed. (Ifyou don't like the look
of compressible weatherstripping, brass
strips are another, more historic option,
but are more difficult to install.) Don't
forget the bottom of the door: Rubber
or bristled door sweeps installed on the
interior of the door, or a threshold with
a flexible center bulb, can help to pre-
vent air leakage between the door and
threshold.

CONSIDER STORMS. Like

4 Storm windows, storm doors can
help mitigate energy loss by providing
an extra barrier for air to travel through.
However, because thick wooden doors
are typically well-insulated, storm doors
aren't always necessary or cost-effective—
the National Park Service's Technical
Preservation Services recommends storm-
door installation only in cold climates or
with doors that have glass panels. Ifyou
do decide to install a storm door, select

one that complements the architecture
ofyour house.
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DON'T FORGET THE GLASS.

Doors that incorporate glazing in
som('a form (whether sidelights, a transom,
or inset glass panels) can be more suscep-
tible to energy loss than their solid-wood
counterparts. Make sure that any glass in
and around your door is properly secured

and in good condition. For particularly
cold climates, you can add a simple,
unobtrusive storm. Wood-framed glass
or even a plain old sheet of plexiglass
secured around sidelights adds another
layer to both buffer the weather and pro-
tect historic panes from damage, iili
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Passersby

might mistake

the McTernan
abode for a reg-
ular church, but
inside (below), " i
it's a comfort-

able family

A

After moving into a new home, you've likely never had
to ask yourselfwhich end of the hayloft should hold the
pool table, or whether a choir balcony will fit two twin
beds or one. You've probably never shopped for kitchen

fixtures in a railroad yard, either. But others have.

Lured by the frisson of experiencing something unique—
or maybe just enticed by the idea of challenge on a really big
scale—some old-house lovers forsake the world ofthe predictable
to follow a different path to architectural bliss: by buying, living
in, or restoring old buildings—barns, churches, schoolhouses,
fire stations—that were never meant to be homes.

“The first thing we said was, ‘It's a castle!” jokes Jennifer
McTernan, recalling the moment when she and her family laid
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Adapting non”-residential spaces into
family-friendly homes can be challenging*

These 7 lessons from those tvho have done
it can benefit any old-hoiise owner*

Story by Charity Vogel ¢ Photos by T.J Ptanataro

eyes on the 1897 brick building they now live in, which began
life as a Roman Catholic church. “It just seemed so perfect.”

The idea of adaptive reuse—taking over a public, religious,
or commercial structure and turning it into a livable home—is
not new, and it's not always the best answer: Many preservation
standards maintain that structures are better served by remaining
true to their original purposes. But when buildings have outlived
their intended purpose—and as the world grows more aware
of the environmental impact of new construction—the idea of
transforming structures from underused curiosities into beloved
residential spaces strikes some as practical, if not downright
trendy. Those who have done it say it's not easy—but that it's
a process so rich in its own rewards that it amply pays back the
time, money, and effort involved.
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1 Before taking the plunge,
get expert advice.

When Donna and Joseph Callahan were looking
to move from the city to the country with their
expanding family, they took a drive and spotted

hulking 4,000'Square-foot barn. The massive
size of the unfussy clapboard building—which
was no longer needed for livestock, and thus a
potential target for teardown or vandals—caught
their eye, as did its prime position on two acres of
rolling farmland. The Callahans weren't deterred
by the fact that the late 19th'Century building had
recently been a working stable, filled with cows and horses.

After tentatively agreeing to buy the well-worn barn for
$7,000, the couple decided to check their instincts with objec-
tive advice. Not knowing any renovation experts, Donna called
an architect and described their plan.

He said, ‘Stay away from barns; they are very unstable, they
warp,’ and on and on," remembers Donna. “1 was thinking, ‘Oh
no.’ Then he asked me where the barn was, and it turned out
that he lived nearby. He said, ‘The Schmidt barn! 1 love that
barn!” With that, the matter was settled, and the Callahans
signed on the property.

The moral of the story is twofold: There are exceptions to
every rule, but it's best to check your gut against some expert
views. “You can have a vision,” says Donna, who still lives in
the barn today, “but check it out with somebody first.'

2 Take a chance on a dream.

When the McTernan family first toured the spire-topped
Gothic-style Catholic church, they were impressed with the
enormous, 75'-long hand-dug basement and stained-glass win-
dows, which glow in mellow tones of amber.
violet, and pink. They also loved the unfin-
ished choir loft—picturing twin beds for their
two daughters there—as well as the tile roof
and time-softened red brick exterior.

For Jennifer, who had grown up near the
church in Angola, New York, the historic
appeal of the building—at once imposing and
intimate—sealed the deal. She had loved the
church as a child; returning to the area as an
adult, she jumped at the chance to own it, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of previous owners, who
took over the empty building decades ago when
its congregation moved on to larger digs.

‘“To me, it's history,” says Jennifer. When
given the chance, in other words, you act—

o Religious artifacts abound in the McTernans' home, including
because some buildings only come around once

- e stained-glass Gothic windows and the original altar rail. A cor-
in a lifetime. nerstone (above right) proclaims the building's age.
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Do you live in a repurposed building? Share
your story in our special discussion group.

OLDHOUSEo«/me ©

ABOVE: Penelope Greeley's family transformed this fire station
into their home; the tower at the rear of the building, once used to
drain fire hoses, became her kids® favorite hangout.

~  Prepare for
plenty of work.

Moving into a non-residential structure
means signing on for all sorts of repair
and conversion projects to make the
place workable as a house. Plumbing
and lighting can be issues that take
time, thought, and money to solve; so
can drainage and dampness in basement
and garage areas. “Keeping that slate roof
in order was a pretty major investment,”
says Penelope Greeley, who, with her late
husband, converted a 1912 brick fire sta-
tion in Buffalo.

The Creeleys divided the fire-truck
garage and horse-stabling space on the
bottom floor of the building into a study,
a mudroom, a bedroom and bathroom,
and a two-car garage for their own
vehicles; the upper floors became the
kitchen, bedrooms, and more living
space. A tower once used to drain fire
hoses was repurposed as a hangout for
their children.

For their barn project, the Callahans
had to add several bathrooms, as well as
fashion interior doors and walls to divide
the large first floor—adding barn doors
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co divide a living area from a parlor, for
instance. They also realized, in carv-
ing out a kitchen, that a second set of
stairs to the upperdevel bedrooms would
be handy; because the first floor of the
barn did not lend itself to a traditional
staircase, they instead cut a hole into the
ceiling above the kitchen and installed
an iron spiral staircase salvaged from an
old Purina mill.

4 Embrace the
imperfections.

Living in an old building means learning
to accept, and even appreciate, the scars
left by time. Because it began life asa car-
riage house for a grand Lake Erie estate,
the Callahans’ barn was constructed out
of better-than-typical materials, but by
the time the family bought it, the origi-
nal heart-pine floors had been pitted and
gouged by countless hooves and heavy
equipment.

Still, Donna never seriously consid-
ered replacing the floors, or even repair-
ing the holes. The boards that had com-
pletely deteriorated were replaced with
patches, but the only other treatment

they got was a good scrubbing. “Our
barn is old, but it's very sound,” she says.
“People built them to last.”

5 Treasure vintage
material.
When one of the two towering steeples
on their church had to be taken down
after being damaged by weather, the
McTernans saved most of the old rooftiles
from the spire. It was a tough job collect-
ing and storing them, says Jennifer, and
they still haven't been used. But the next
time roofwork is needed on the building,
the McTernans won't have to hunt fruit-
lessly for the perfect replacement tiles.
Even material you don't immediately
see a purpose for can come in handy.
Before she ever laid eyes on her barn,
Donna Callahan had started stockpiling
bricks. Her husband would bring home
piles of them from demolition sites—a
row house once owned by Mark Twain; a
Catholic church that had stood across the
street from where Donna grew up—and
she would clean them and store them in
her basement. When the couple moved
into their repurposed barn, they used the
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stash of bricks—all 4,000 of them—to
build a custom fireplace and hearth for
their new kitchen.

6 Adjust your scale*

When you live in a space that
was created to hold items like hay bales
or fire trucks, you need to recalibrate your
sense ofscale. In many cases, this means
thinking bigger.

In the cavernous barn repurposed
by the Callahans, the sheer scale of the
interior spaces—including a haykift that
can hold beds, an antique oak bar, and
a pool table, as well as a tack room that
became an open-plan kitchen and break-
fast room—Ilent itself to a decorating
scheme that incorporates commercial
and industrial signage and equipment. The
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ABOVE: Solid construction made the Callahans' barn ideal for
transformation into a house. LEFT: The family filled the space

with salvaged finds, including industrial signage,

spiral stair-

case from a grain mill, and a hearth made out of bricks they'd
saved for years before moving in.

iron pot rack

their kitchen was

a massive piece

thrown out ofthe

|| I railroad depot at

Buffalo's Central
Terminal.

We could always buy the larger
things,” says Donna. Indeed, with an
unusually sized or shaped home, you just
might put yourself in the market for decor
that is truly unique.

Consider the logistics.

There are downsides to living
in an adaptive home, often where sim-
ple logistics are concerned. Inside the
McTernans’ church, chandeliers hang 17'
offthe floor, making lightbulb-changing a
challenge. Ladders are a good investment,
they've found, as are extension poles and
mini'Scaffolds.

In the Creeleys' firehouse, Penelope
hired an architect to help her create an
office and a master bedroom suite. Work
on the firehouse was done with as much
sensitivity to its history—and its place in
the surrounding Black Rock neighbor-

hood in Buffalo—as possible. Because
the inside ofthe brick structure was dark,
Penelope wanted an expert to help bring
light into the space. “It wasn't much of
a consideration in the original firehouse,
that light get into where they stored the
trucks,” Penelope says. “But light consid-
erations in these building adaptations are
very important.”

Along the way, homeowners who have
adapted nontraditional buildings into
homes have learned an important secret
to making such logistics flow smoothly:
Chotise carefully when hiring contractors.
“Just about everything you did to it was a
big deal,” Penelope says of the firehouse.
“Tradesmen would get nightmares look-
ing at it.”

Jennifer McTernan soon learned this
helpful trick: Start every conversationwith
a potential contractor by talking about the
home’'s uniqueness. Tell them right away,
she says, that “this is not a house.” A

Charity Vogel lives with herfamily outside of
Buffalo, New York, in a rural Folk Victorian
home that during World War U had its own
adaptive reuse—as a maternity hospital.
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Ol1d-House Insider

Something Borrowed

Using salvaged architectural elements creates patina in an old-house
kitchen addition while keeping high-quality materials out of the landfill.

Story by Nancy E. Berry & Photos by Greg Hadley

Blending old and new is often the most dif-
ficult part ofadding onto a vintage house—
but for architectural historian joan Law-
rence adding a sense of history to a new
kitchen and dining room for her 1882 Car-
penter Gothic house was easy, thanks to her
passion for architectural salvage.

“The house was built as a modest summer cot-
tage, and many of its original elements and fur-
nishings would have been castoffs from a primary
residence,” joan points out. “So building an addi-
tion from secondhand items fit with the house’s
beginnings.” For five years, she had collected locally
salvaged materials—most dating from the 1880s
through the 1920s—and carefully stored them in
her basement until she had enough architectural
components for the addition.

It was her love of salvage, in fact, that con-
nected her with architect Dean Brenneman, who
designed the addition—the two met while volun-
teering at Old House Parts, a now-defunct nonprofit
salvage shop near Joan's Maryland house. They
began talking and realized they were kindred spirits
when it came to reusing old materials. “She had
collected radiators, doors, windows, asink, a stove,
light fixtures, hardware—she even had pieces left
over from an old row house on Capitol Hill that
she had restored years ago,” says Dean. Atthe time
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ABOVE: The ceiling features salvaged lumber
from Dean's grandparents'carriage house.
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they met, Dean was deconstructing his
grandparents’ carriage house in RcKkuville,
Maryland, which had floorboards and
timbers that would lend themselves nicely
to Joan’s kitchen project. “My job was to
find poetry within the pieces,” he says.

By the Book

Dean designed the new addition within
the footprint of an existing two-story
1950s addition, which looked woefully

out of place on the old house. “Knowing
that houses evolve over time, | have a
more €clectic view of restoration,” he
notes. “Rather than restore to a particu-
lar period, | mix and match elements in a
project such as this one. It's like working
on a jigsaw puzzle—how will the new part
fit with the old? It's a challenge to create a
cohesive whole—to make logic ofseveral
different pieces.”

To join the new addition to the old
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house, he followed the Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for additions, which
state that while the addition will differenti-
ate from the old, it should be compatible in
massing, size, scale, and architectural fea-
tures to protect the house’s historic integ-
rity. In this case, that meant an addition
that is subordinate to the original house,
mimicking its roof pitch and gable ends,
but on a smaller scale. Joan chose a brick-
red color for its exterior to distinguish it

www.oldhouseonline.com

from the original structure’'s German board
siding, which is painted green.

The addition is filled with a treasure
trove of well-crafted materials. The con-
nection between the two wings of the
house features an early 1900s tin ceiling
Joan discovered while volunteering at Old
House Parts. The onion-domed window in
the gable came from a Russian Orthodox
church, and the space is lit by Art Deco
pendant fixtures from Australia.

OPPOSITE: in the kitch-
en, a reproduction retro
refrigerator mingles
with a refurbished
1920s stove and afree-
standing pantry fash-
ioned from reclaimed
boards. LEFT:The
distictive gable window
came from a Russian
Orthodox church.
BELOW: Carpenter Ed
Mroczka designed a
bank of fitted cabinets
to house the salvaged
farmhouse sink.

PKOI)UC'TS! Exterior: Builders, Miller

and Mclntyre Custom Builders; Casement
windows, The Brass Knob. Kitchen/Dining
Room:Zinccountertop,VVan Dyke”™
Restorers; Northstar refrigerator, EImira
Stove Works; Farmhouse sink, The Brass
Knob; Custom cabinets, Ed Mroczka, The
Uncommon Carpenter; Radiators and
plumbing, Stang Plumbing; Lighting,

Kensington Antique Row.
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LEFT: A screened porch, acces-
sible from the rear entry door,
runs across the back ofthe
addition. BOTTOM: Afireplace
isthe focal point ofthe dining
area; Joan found the mantel in
an antiques shop. M~NOSITE:
To highlightits different time-
line, the addition is stepped
down slightly from the origi-
nal house and painted ina
contrasting color sch«ne.

For Moriz Information:
The Brass Knob:thebrassknob.com

Elmira Stove Works: elmirastove
works.com

Kensington Antique Row: kensington
antiquerow.com

Miller and Mclntyre Custom Builders:
(301)695-6338

Stang Plumbing: stangplumbing.com

The Uncommon Carpenter:
(301)990-3771

Van Dyke's Restorers: vandykes.com

Unfitted Kitchen

To bring an old-house feel to the Kitch-
en’s design, Joan took inspiration from
British kitchen gum Johnny Grey and his
book The Art of Kitchen Design. In the
book, Grey advocates for kitchens with
an unfitted design—a concept based on
historical models before cabinets were
built into walls, when kitchens were
composed of freestanding pieces of fur-
niture like hutches, cupboards, iceboxes,
and worktables. “You have much more
flexibility when designing an unfitted
kitchen,” Dean points out.

For her kitchen, Joan found the
freestanding pantry that sits next to her
Northstar reproduction fridge—made of
milk-painted boards reclaimed from an
early 18th-century house—at a second-
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Restore It Right

Paint Priming

By the OH] Editorial Staff ¢ Photos by Andy Olenick

he difference between a paint job that lasts and one that starts to fail
after a couple of years can be found in one key factor: preparation. This
prc'paint ritual is especially important for older wood that may have
been subjected to countless finish layers over the years. When painting
wooden elements in your house (such as window sash, doors, or trim), follow these

steps first to ensure a beautiful, long-lasting finish.

< 1. Start by cleaning the sur-
face. ifit's merely dirty a simple
solution ofsoap (such as T5P
or Spic & Span) and water,
applied with a spon ge or soft
brush, should work. However, if
there's evidence of mold, scrub
the surface with a brush and Vs
cup household laundry bleach
dilutedin 2 to 5

warm water.

quarts of

2, Ifthere are nails, use a nail
set to drive them slitly below
the surface ofthe wood. Then
brush a bit ofprimer over the

holes (plus any other holes or
checks in the wood), andfill

them with a paintable putty or

epoxy /ilier. »
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3. Sand the surface ofthe wood with
a medium-grit sandpaper, removing
any flaking paint or weathered wood
until you reach bright, sound wood, if
you suspectyou may encounter lead
paint (common in houses built before
the 1970s), wear a respirator and
mitigate dust by misting the area with
water beforeyou sand. (For other

lead-safe work practices see €P&-90V/

lead.) »

4. Brush on a SO/SO mixture
ofboiled linseed oil and turpentine.
This will help strengthen the wood
by hardening its cellular structure. If

you notice that the wood is absorbing
the mixture rapidly, you can slightly
increase the amount oflinseed oil and
keep applying coats until the mixture
starts to puddle on the surface. Let
thefinal coat dryfor 24 hours before
applying oil-based primer.

5. Apply an oil-based primer to pro-
vide better adhesion for the finish coat.
Choose a primer that's compatible with
your topcoat (the easiest way to do this |
is to buy both from the same manufac-
turer); ifyour topcoat is a dark color,
choose a tinted primer rather than white.
Once the primer has dried according to
the manufacturers instructions, you can
apply the topcoat. Don’t wait longer
than two weeks; otherwise, you'll have to
clean and lightly sand the surface again
to ensure proper adhesion. »
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Sears’ Surprise

HOW HOPEWELL, VIRGINIA, CAME TO BE

STOCKED WITH HOUSES FROM THE PAGES OF
THE MAIL-ORDER GIAN<tT's CATALOG.

Story and Photos by James C. Massey and Shirley Maxwell

One of the Old Dominion’s least-
celebrated architectural gems is Cres-
cent Hills, in Hopewell, Virginia.
It boasts an enviable collection of
stylishly eclectic houses—many of
which came right out of the pages
of a Sears, Roebuck catalog.

56 OLU-HOUSEJOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012

The small industrial city of Hopewell
was born in 1911, at the confluence of the
James and Appomattox Rivers, halfway
between Petersburg and the state capital
at Richmond. A project of E.l. Du Pont
de Nemours and Company (now better
known as the chemical giant DuPont), the

town was initiallyanunimposinggaggleof
dynamite-factory buildings and low-wage

workers’ bunkhouses. When the onset of
World War | brought a demand for smoke-
less gunpowder, however, DuPont's business
literally boomed, and Hopewell became the
world's largest producer of the guncotton
and chemicals needed to make it.

HoUsing Surge
With a potential workforce of 20,000
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people, the question for DuPont became:
How to house this staggering popula-
tion surge? The company acted quickly
to establish two adjacent villages for
laborers, using Aladdin Readi-Cut houses
for laborers, factory managers, and their
families. In 1918, though, when the war
came to an end, the bottom suddenly fell
out of the guncotton business, and the
town seemed doomed. But DuPont man-
aged to sell its admirably located hold-
ings to several other manufacturing com-
panies, the most important of which was
the Tubhe Artificial Silk Corporation, a
pioneer in rayon production.

Hopewell prospered mightily through
the 1920s, spawning several attractive
subdivisions that remain intact and well-
cared-for today. One of the most impres-
sive, Crescent Hills, was the brainchild of
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: There are several
Sears Old English-style designs, including
this Cambridge, which was produced only
in 1930 and '31. Round-arch doors were a
common feature in Old English and Spanish
Revival styles. This Lexington features an
impressive Tuscan entry porch, enriched
from the catalog design. OPPOSITE: The Van
Jean model of Sears' Honor Bilt homes is in
the popular Dutch Colonial style, common
in the 1920s and "30s.
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ABOVE; This typical circa-1930 design is probably a Sears Fair Oaks, modified by the buiider—but only documentation would prove it.
BELOW: Sears also provided garages similar to this one in a variety of designs.

an enterprising developer, M.T. Broyhill,
who appears to have set about his work
with a Sears Modem Homes catalog in
hand. Crescent Hills was a model late-
1920s subdivision, six city blocks in area,
with large, well-graded lots set within an
appealing gridiron pattern of concrete-
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curbed streets, planted median strips, and
sidewalks. The houses lining the streets
are sturdy, commodious, and engaging rep-
resentatives of the favorite styles of the
eclectic, between-the-wars decades of the
1920s and '30s. Not surprisingly, most look
very much like the popular models featured
in the mail-order, ready-cut house catalogs
that proliferated during the era—promi-
nently including such titans ofthe pre-cut
housing industry as Aladdin, Montgomery
Ward, Gordon Van Tine, and, best-known
and most successful of all. Sears’ Honor
Bilt Modern Homes.

All-In-One Orders

All these companies provided not just
house plans, but also the makings of the
house itself—from lumber, flooring, and
wallboard to kitchen sinks and bathtubs,
cabinets, doorknobs, and drawer handles,
right down to nails and paint. Anything
that could be shipped with reasonable

economy by rail showed up at the building
site, complete with plans and instructions,
ready for construction. Masonry—-brick,
stone, and stucco—was the exception to
this rule, because it was more economi-
cal and practical to procure those weighty
materials locally. Lumber was precision-cut
at the mill, to the exact dimensions and in
the exact amounts required. It was an eco-
nomical approach with areliable assurance
of quality and durability. The ready-cut
house manufacturers boasted, justly, that
their buyers got great houses at the most
reasonable prices. Local builders, or even
the homeowner himself, could erect the
building without fear of failure, although
it was also possible to secure the services of
a Sears contractor to guide the construc-
tion. Some alterations to the buildings
were common. The materials themselves
were of such impeccable quality that, even
today, the designation “Sears house” is
enough to bring significant added value

www.oldhou5eonline.com



ABOVE: Sears designs sometimes varied from year to year; this Lexington is
from the 1928-33 period.

How Do Yon Know Its a

Without a crystal-clear paper trail (mortgage
documents, shipping labels, deeds, building
permits, etc), it can be daunting to verify a
Sears. Catalogs were directed at a large audi-
ence that often shared similar tastes and
needs; nearly identical facades and floor plans
were produced by competing companies.
whether by intent or coincidence. For that
matter, with one set of plans in hand, there was little to stop a local build-
er or developer from reproducing copycat designs for his own market.
Keeping in mind that Sears also sold house parts (lumber, kitchen and
bath fixtures, hardware, etc.) separately from their house kits, you may
want to go house-detecting using these hints from author-researcher
Rose Thornton (The Houses ThatSears Built; Sears Homes ofillinois): g
+ Blueprints, bills of sale, shipping labels, and mortgage papers have
shown up in attics and basements, behind baseboards, and under
the bottom shelves of built-ins. Courthouses and city halls may yield
mortgage information or building permits.
# Sears lumber bore stamped numbers, sometimes clearly visible.
+ The backsides of door and cabinet hardware may be marked with SR or an R within a circle.
+ The lower edge of bathtubs and the underside of sinks are stamped with SR or acircled R. 0
if you're planning a visit to Crescent Hills, get a copy of the Crescent Hills Driving Tour brochure, available by mail
or at the Hopewell Visitor Center West (Colonial Corner Shopping Center, 4100 Oaklawn Blvd.).

o1 O WO
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to a real-estate listing.

Architects in strategically located
Sears field offices were prepared to assist
clients in customizing stock plans to suit
the building lot or meet special needs of
the homeowner, often reversing the plan
or altering window and door placement.
Some changes were harder to achieve,
however—the location of chimneys,
for instance, was rarely moved, and the
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exact exterior dimensions of the building
remained constant. (Consequently, both of
these features sometimes have been used to
bolster the Seats attribution of particular
houses.)

Best of all from the home buyers
vantage point, Sears stood alone among
the ready-cuthouse manufacturers in one
important aspect—only Sears provided
financing. Sears' mortgages were an irre-

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVEIiThe Walton is simi-
lar to numerous bungalow designs of its era.
In-house financing offered low monthly rates.
The Belmontwas sold only in 1932 and *33.

sistible lure to thousands of buyers before
the Great Depression’s flood offoreclosures
drove the company out of the mortgage-
lending field,

Sears* Eclectic Offerings

Most catalog house companies offered
tried-and'true designs that were generally
a decade or so behind the stylistic curve,
relying heavily on early 20th-century

www.oldhouseonline.com
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standards like bungalows and Foursquares
well into the 1930s. Sears kept up with
the times, giving customers a wide range
of currently fashionable houses to select
from, with considerable architectural
sophistication for the price. In the late
'20s, that meant the Eclectic Revival
styles: Georgian, Dutch Colonial, Cape
Cod, Old English (Tudor), and Spanish
Revivals. Most of these revival styles are
represented in Crescent Hills, alongside
the perennial bungalows for which Sears
was famous. Because Crescent Hills Was
a middle-class neighborhood meant for
management-level employees of Hopewell's
various companies, its houses, while not
grand, were substantial and eminently
comfortable—often even elegant. In keep-
ing with Virginia's tradition of masonry
construction, many of the homes are red
brick or stucco, a variation from the more
usual frame construction that was easily
accommodated by Sears designs.

www.oldhouseonline.com

Crescent Hills’ formal, symmetrical,
two-story Georgian Revival houses, for
instance, are most often brick, enriched
by prominent columned entry porticos that
may boast small balustraded decks atop
their flat roofs. Side porches often elon-
gate the front facade, lending it increased
importance. Crescent Hills has at least
one Dutch Colonial, distinguished by its
large double-slope gambrel roof on which
a full-width, continuous dormer lights
the second story. The most picturesque of
Sears’ contributions to the small district are
the Tudor Revival, or Old English, houses.
Quaintly asymmetrical, with steeply slop-
ing catslide roofs, constructed in frame,
stucco, or brick, often with some half-
timbering, these may be found in one- or
two- story versions. Low-slung bungalows
with multi-gabled fronts and prominent,
square-pillared porches display Craftsman
details that reflect the earlier years of the
20th century.

ABOVE: A popular Colonial Revival design,
this Lexington model was sold from 1921-26,
then replaced by the enhanced Lexington of
1928-33 shown on the page 59.

Not every Crescent Hills house is a
Sears creation, though many have been
reliably identified as such. Some others
may have been the work of talented local
builders who imitated Sears examples; oth-
ers still may have come from other catalog
sources. But does that really matter? What's
more important is the ineffable grace of a
neighborhood so steeped in its own time
that, after all these years have passed, it is
truly timeless.

Further Reading

Houses by Mail: A Guide to Houses from
Sears, Roebuck and Company, by Katherine
Cole Stevenson and H. Ward Jandl (John
Wiley & Sons, 1986)
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Green Showcase

A.E. Sampson & Son Ltd.

The Sampsons have specialized in solid
wood flooring, paneling and stair parts
for three decades. We offer well-managed,
mature growth, antique and reclaimed
woods. Floors are milled in Maine by trusted
family craftsmen, a good fit for green build-
ing. A broad selection of species, grades,
widths and lengths are available.
800-769-6196; www.aesampsonandson.com

Circle 001 on Free Infcwmation Card

mk

Bendheim Cabinet Glass

Breathe new life into existing cabinets...
Elegantdecorative glass inserts from Bendheim
Cabinet Glass, available for purchase online.
800-221-7379;
www.bendheimcabinetglass.com

Circle 036 on Free Information Card

Howard Products, Inc.

Howard Natural Wood Conditioner, Wood
Cleaner & Polish, Granite & Marble Cleaner,
and Stainless Steel Cleaner were specifi-
cally designed for the surface they were
intended to be used on. Howard Naturals
are non-acidic, non-abrasive and ideal for
daily cleanup. Fragrance-Free, Sandalwood-
Tangerine and Lemongrass-Lime available.
800-266-9545; www.howardnaturals.com

Orde 026 on Free Information Card
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American Building

Restoration I"oducts, Inc.

American Building Restoration Products,
Inc., has been the premier developer of
high-performance coating systems since
1970. The ABRP, Inc., product line tackles
the restoration and preservation of wood,
masonry, metal and glass. Our tine of 60-plus
specialty products has built a strong base of
customer satisfaction. Download our com-
plete catalog at www.abrp.com.
800-346-7532; www.abrp.com

Circle 004 on Free Information Card

Eco-Strip

Speedheater In"ared Paint Remcver

Restore Don't Replace. Return hardwood
windows and doors to their natural beauty
and energy-efficiency. Strip old paint and
varnish safely and cleanly.

703-476-6222; www.eco-strip.com

Circle 015 on Free Information Card

Old Fashioned Milk Paint

Making genuine, all natural milk paint since
1974. SafePaint line is spedaily formulated for
interiorwalls. Easyto use, itadheres to previously
painted and new wall surfeces. 20 standard col-
ors can be easily mixed for 100's of color options.
866-350-6455; www.milkpaint.com

Orde 057 on Free Information Card

American International Tool Industries

The Paint Shaver® Pro strips lead or regular
paint from clapboards, shingles, or any flat sur-
fece while collecting tfie debris into a vacuum.
800-932-5872; www.paintshaver.com

Orde 005 on Free Informatlori Card

Goodwin Heart Pine Company

Only Goodwin...Always Green. Each beauti-
ful wood product is centuries-oid River-
Recovered®, reclaimed or sustainable har-
vested and brings a unique personality to
your home or office. Available in solid or
engineered, unfinished or pre-finished.
800-336-3118; www.heartpine.com

* Orde 022 on Free Information Card

Sheldon Slate Products

Mining and manufacturing of slate products.
Sinks, counters, floor tile, roofing, and monu-
ments. Business from earth to finished product.
Custom work a specialty.

207-997-3615; wwwsheldonslate.com

Qrcle 037 on Free Information Card
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advel’tisement v Circle 041 on Free Information Card

Specification Chemicals

The Nu'Wal system restores cracked walls and
ceilings by embedding a fiberglass mat with
#2500 acrylic saturant Nu-Wal is approved
for lead encapsulation.

800-247-3932; www.nu-wal.com

Orde 039 on Free Information Card

v Circle 036 Free Informatii  Card

Vermont Verde Antique

The world's finest serpentine: beautiful,
durable and long lasting quality for all of
your kitchen, bath and flooring needs.
802-767-4421; www.vtverde.com

Orde 045 on Free Information Card
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NV Restoration Glass®
makes, no historic
restoration will look
authentic without it

Window QuiK* B E NAH E I M The world’s finest mouth-blown

window glass found in our

Insulated shades, since 1978. Warm in win- .

- A A Bendheim East .
ter cool in summer. An old window with a 291-737 country's most prestigious
Window Quilt is more energy efficient than 800- -1379 restorations, including The
expensive replacement windows. See the Bendheim West White House, Mount VVernon,
video brochure at our web site. 800-900-3499 and Monticello.
802-246-4500; www.windowquitt.com www.RestorationGlass.com

Orde 049 on Free Information Card

www.oldhouseonline.com OLD-HOUSEJOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012 63



Old House

Journal

/=

FREE InFormation Ouide

For FREE information on old-house products and services, mail in or fax the attached card, or visit www.oldhousejournal.com/lit
Simply check a category on the attached card to receive free information on all the products in that category,
or circle the corresponding Circle No. below for each advertiser that interests you.

A.E. Sampson & Son Ltd.
Page 62! Qrcle No. 001

Abatron
Pages 65, Inside Back Cover | Circle No. 002

Acorn Manufacturing
Page 65 | Circle No. 003

Alameda Shade Shop
Page 65

Allied Window, Inc.
Pages 13,65 j Circle No. 056

American Building Restoration
Pages 62,72 | Circle No. 004

American International Tool Industries
Pages 62,74l Circle No. 005

American Restoration Tile
Pages 65,75 | Circle No. 006

Americana
Page 71

Architectural Components, Inc.
Pages 65,70

Bendheim
Pages 62,63 | Circle No. 036

Bergerson Windows
Page 65

Bingham Lumber, Inc.
Page 70! Circle No. 058

Carlisle Wide Plank Floors
Page 22 | Circle No. 008

Carlson’s Bamwood Company
Page 65! Circle No. 009

Chestnut Specialists
Page 66

Cinder Whit & Company
Page 70

Climate Seal
Pages 66,72 | Circle No. 010

Craftsman Lights
Pages 65,68

Crestview Doors
Pages 66,68! Circle No. 012

Crittall
Pages 66,73 | Circle No. 013

Crown Point Cabinetry
Pages 66, Back Cover

CTA Products
Pages 66,71 [ Circle No. 007

The Designer Craftsmen Show
Page 23

64 OLD-HOUSEJOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012

Donald Durham Compan
Pages 66,70! Circle No. 014

Early New England Homes
Page 6! Circle No. 011

Eco-Strip
Page62[Circle N0.015

Elmira Stove Works
Page 73

Erie Landmark Company
Page 73

Fagan's Forge, LLC
Page 66! Circle No. 017

Franmar Chemical
Pages 1,66 | Circle No. 018

Frog Tape
Pages 67,73 j Circle No. 019

Goddard Manufacturing
Pages 67,71! Circle No. 021

Goodwin Heart Pine Company
Pages 8,62! Circle No. 022

Gorilla Glue Company
Page 75

Granville Manufacturing Co.
Pages 67,71 j Circle No. 023

Heritage Lanterns
Page 67! Circle No. 024

The Historic Home Show
Page 23

House of Antique Hardware
Page 11 | Circle No. 025

Howard Products, Inc.
Pages 8,62 j Circle No. 026

Innerglass Window Systems, LLC
Page 68 | Circle No. 02

King's Chandelier
Page 67 j Circle No. 028

Maurer & Shepherd Joyners
Page 68

Mon-Ray, Inc
Pages 11 67] Circle No. 029

Monarch Radiator Covers
Page 75 | Circle No. 030

Old Fashioned Milk Paint Co.
Pages 62,74l Circle No. 057

The Old-House Bookstore
Pages 70, 79

Old-House Live
Page 74

OldHouseOnline.com
Pages 69,72

Osborne Wood Products, Inc.
Pages 21,67 | Circle No. 031

The Period Arts Fan Company
Page 9! Circle No. 032

Preservation Products Inc.
Page 72 | Qrcle No. 034

The Reggio Register Company
Page 741 Circle No. 035

Rejuvenation
Pages 3,67

Sheldon Slate Products
Pages 6,62 j Circle No. 037

Shuttercraft
Page 74 [ Circle No. 038

Specifications Chemicals
Pages 63,75 | Circle No. 039

Stickley
Page Inside Front Cover

Sundial Wire
Page 74 | Circle No. 040

Sunrise Specialty
Pages 63,67 | Circle No. 041

Velvit Oil
Page 68! Circle No. 044

Vermont Verde
Page 63 j Circle No. 045

Vintage Doors
Page 75 | Circle No. 051

Wall Words
Page 68 | Circle No. 046

Ward Clapboard Mill
Page 74 (Circle No. 047

Williamsburg Blacksmiths
Page 68 ] Circle No. 048

Window Quilt
Page 63 j Circle No. 049

Woolen Mill Fan Co.
Page 75 | Circle No. 050

MSTOtHINESERVKS
Fdl outthe online request foim atwww.ol (&K )useioumaL.eom/Kt
orsea)thecode  withyoursmartphone

DADER BY MAIL Ptease ckdethe conesporaSng nurrdmon the
cardand may it today*

ORDER BY FAX Faxyour completed card to 800-571-7730

www.oldhouseonline.com



Product Showcase

I e

L_a
WoodEpaBI*pdEpoa

AYS

Abatron, Inc.

LiquidWood* and WoodEpox®, used exten-
sively for restoring deteriorated wood for
more than 30 years, are now GREENGUARD
Certified. This certification requires that prod-
ucts be independently tested and found to
have very low emissions of air pollutants.
800-445-1754; www.abatron.com

Crete 002 on Free Information Card

Allied Windovtr

Allied Window has a wide range of custom
"invisible" storm windows, for both exte-
rior and interior applications. Special shapes,
custom colors and energy-saving Low-E
glass are all routine. Screens and 99% UV
reduction available. Whether you are a pro-
fessional in the field or a homeowner, our
abilities allow us to address your needs from
conventional to extraordinary.

800-445-5411; www.invisibtestorms.com/OHJ
Crete 056 on Free Information Card

Bergerson Windows

Bergerson Wirtdows, quality wood windows
and doors since 1977. Solid construction, tight-
grained wood; renovation, new construction;
double-hung, casement and sash replacement
\fislt us online. Bergerson, built for the coast and
all points in-between.

800-2404365; www.bergersonwindow.com

www.oldhouseonline.com

Acorn Manufacturing

Acorn is the finest and largest
manufacturer and distributor of
forged iron builders hardware in
the United States, dedicated to
providing the highest quality
products, timely delivery and the
most knowledgeable and courte-
ous customer sen/ice.

800-835-0121;
www.acornmfg.com

Crete 003 on Free Information Card

American Restoration Tile

American RestorationTile isa custom ceramictile
manufacturing company. We specialize in repro-
dudng the tiles of the past to facilitate restora-
tion of historically significant buildings and resi-
dences. Visitour website for more information.
501 -455-1000; www.restorationtile.com

Circle 006 on Free Information Card

Craftsman Lights

Website of Craftsman and Mission style lamps
and lighting fixtures, such as Quoizel's Stephen
Geometric table lamp.

800-736-0126; www.thebrightspotcom

advertisement

Llameda Shade Shop

Custom Roller Shades

)Id-fashioned roller shades to fit your style of
lome. Many patterns to choose from. Rnest
/ood rollers and classic materials are used in
lur roller shades. Personal attention to details.

510-522-0633; www.shadeshop.com
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Architectural Components, Inc.

Photo is of the Henry David Thoreau birth-
place, a museum in Concord, Massachusetts.
Architectural Components built reproduction
sash, plank frame windows and the door-
way. Details and proportions were deciphered
from old photos and research by historic pres-
ervation architect Larry Sorli. 413-367-9441;
www.architecturalcomponentsinc.com

Carlson's Bamwood Company

Reclaimed antique flooring in oak, pine, and
other species.Barnwood planks and beams.
800-734-5824; www.carlsonsbamwood.com

Circle 009 on Free Information Card
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Product Showcase

Chestnut Specialists

Antique remilled plank flooring of chest-
nut, oak, or pine, and hand hewn antique
posts and beams. All flooring wood is hand
selected, kiln dried, then remilied to cus-
tomer specifications.

860-283-4209; www.chestnutspec.com

Crittail Windows Ltd.

Crittall designed and manufactured the first
standard steel windows in the 1920s. Today's
units replicate that same elegant slim line
styling and are the ideal choice for new and
remodelling projects. For North American
distributors check website.
www_aittall-windows.com

Circle 013 on free Irjformation Card

Durham’s Rock Hard Water Putty

Repair wood and piaster with Durham’s Rock
Hard Water Putty. It can be sawed, chiseled,
polished, colored, and molded. Durham's
sticks, stays put, and will not shrink. Fill cracks,
crevices, joints, knotholes, and nail holes.
515-2430491; www.waterputty.com

Cirde 014 on Free Information Card
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Climate Seal

For nearly 30 years the Climate Seal™ storm
window system has built a reputation for
being the most effective and versatile storm
window system on the market.

877-773-7379; www.climateseal.com

Ckde 010 on Free Information Card

Crown Point Cabinetry

Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the
finest quality custom cabinetry for
your entire home. Period styles include
Shaker, Arts & Crafts, Early American,
Victorian, Transitional and Contemporary.
Available direct nationwide.

800-999-4994; www.crown-point.com

Fagan's Forge LLC

When Functionﬂgjufres feouiy
Beautiful reproduction iron hardware for your

home and outbuildings. Authentic hand-
forged strap hinges, latches, handies, H&L
hinges, slide bolts, and cabinet hardware.
Family owned, superb customer service, and
affordable pricing.

860-377-3232; www.fagansforge.com

Circle 017 on Free information Card

Crestview Doors

Timeless classics from the 20's and beyond.
Crestview Doors has the right design for
your house, too. Dealers in more than
20 cities nationwide.

866-454-6302; www.crestviewdoors.com

Cirde 012 on Free Information Card

CTA Products

CTA manufactures Outlast* NBS 30 Time
Release Insect Repellent Additive for exte-
rior paints and stains and Outlast® Q® Log Oil
Stain, one-coat treatment provides rot and
termite control, water repellency and beau-
tiful color in a single application. CTA also
makes a variety of cleaning products, interior
treatments and deck finishes.

877-536-1446; www.OutlastCTA.com

Orcle 007 on Free Information Card
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Franmar Chemical

Imagine stripping the finish off of the kitchen
cupboards while the family is eating in the
same room. No problem with the all-natural
Soy-Gel*, the paint and urethane remover
made from soybeans. No odor, environmen-
tally safe, and can remove multiple layers with
only one application.

800-538-5069; www.franmar.com

Cirde 018 on Free Information Card
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FrogTape*

FrogTape® is the only painter's tape treated
with PaintBlock® Technology. PaintBlock is a
super-absorbent polymer which reacts with
latex paintand instantly gels to form a micro-
barrier that seals the edges of the tape, pre-
venting paint bleed.

877-FROGTAPE; www.frogtape.com

Grcle 019 on Free Information Card

Heritage Lanterns

Meticulously handcrafted reproductions
of 18th and early 19th century lights.
Made to order in a variety of styles, sizes,
and metal finishes.

800-544-6070; www.heritagelanterns.com

Qrcle 024 on Free Information Card

Osborne Wood Products, Inc.

Hide your under-cabinet light fixtures with
iightrail molding. Apply it under the cabinetto
eclipse bright lights yet benefitfrom the ambi-
ance of soft lighting. With choices such as Egg
and Dart or Greek Key Style, a classic of touch
ofelegance can be added to any kitchen,
866-963-5602; www.dininglegs.com

Grde 031 on Free Information Card
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Goddard Spiral Stairs

Small, friendly company that custom-builds
spiral stairs to customer's specifications,
from original steel to all wood or any com-
bination of the two. Interior models as well
as exterior. Your stair can be built in compli-
ance with building code, or something more
economical for a limited amount of useable
space. High quality, economical pricing.
800-536-4341; www,spiral-staircases.com

Ofcle021 on Free Information Card

King's Chandelier

Chandeliers, sconces, and candelabra, direct
since 1935. Elegant 17th-, 18th-, and 19th-
century crystal reproduaions and original
designs. Styles include traditional, ail crystal
lighting as well as hand-polished brass and
crystal Victorian reproductions.
336-623-6188; www.chandelier.com

Circle 028 on Free Information Card

Rejuvenation

The Hood is based on several fixtures made
between 1910and 1920;a straightforward,
functional design that produces maximum
lightwith minimum fuss. Globe size chang-
es the look: choose the 12' for a demure,
schoolhouse approach, or the 18"to create
a focal point that looks anything but basic.
888-401 -1900; www.rejuvenation.com

advertisement
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Granville Manufacturing Co.

Suppliers of specialty wood products and
exterior siding, roofing, and trim packages.
Also interior trim and flooring.
802-767-4747; www.woodsiding.com.

Circle 023 on Free Information Card

Sunrise Specialty

Freestanding dual bath tubfili’/hand-shower
with porcelain handles. The product line
includes fine period bathware featuring solid
brass fittings, titanium glazed cast iron tubs,
all assembled and finished in California.
510-729-7277; www.sunrisespecialty.eom

Orde 041 on Free Information Card
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Velvit Oil

An interior wood finish that stains fills, seals,
protects, and beautifies all in one coat. Apply
to furniture, paneling, antiques, floors, doors,
woodwork, picture frames, cutting boards and
gun stocks. Easy to repair if surface is damaged.
920-722-8355; www.velvitproducts.com

Circle 044 on Free Information Card
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Wall Words

Decorate with Wall Words. Easy-to-apply rub-
on transfers for walls and mirrors. Preview your
phrase, check the lengths, colors and fonts
before buying at wallwords.com. For a free
catalog call 888-422-6685, for 20% discount for
all products online, enter 310809 in cart
888-422-6685; www.wallwords.com

Circle 046 on Free Information Card

Williamsburg Blacksmiths

Third generation family owned forge.
Reproduaions of early American hardware,
lighting, kitchen and bath accessories. Custom
firescreens and railings. Made in the U.SA.
413-268-7341,

www.williamsburgblacksmiths.com

Orcle 048 on Free Information Card
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Quolztl lighting's
N Stephen Seometric
Ceiling Light

RlENAD

Website of Craftsman.
Mission, Mica &
Tiffany Lamps & Lighting
Fixtures

Queizel Lighting's
IngUnook Miwioti
TaHeLamp

theprightsRotpom

Circle 012 on Free Information CardT
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Innerglass" iDterior Storm-Windows:

+« MmQiatbediannaixibeauiyofyDur K]|.
nistm|windows

1 SignirKandy reduce headog and coalingbills = |

« Compression-Fit (o eliminate drafts completely 1

* Great!)' reduce outside noise mm
1 Are peifta for enclosing screen porches
*Save energy, save money and save history!

Innerglass-

Wou/ew Systems, lie
He Compressioo-PitAdranta™

1-800-743-6207 « www.stormwindows.com

lyth and i8th Century
Millwork

B Windows, Doors & Entryways

Raised-Panel Walls
lurer

L.ai

oOld Glass, Moldings

Wide Rne Rooring
- Beaded & Feather edge boards

Send S4.00 for brochure.

CUSTOM WOODWORKING

Maurer & Shepherd Joyners
122 Naubuc Avenue
Glastonbury, Connecticut 06033
(860)-633-2383
WWW.msjoyners.coni ¢ sales@msJoyners.com

Doors & Awnings for Your Period Restoration

Solid Oak Easy*Up Awning

The “Throckmorton™ Dooritte Kh

www.CrestviewDoors.com
866454-6302
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SERVICES DIRECTORY | TOURS EXTERIORS PLACES STYLES & BATHS & DECOR & HOW TO COMMUNITY

01dHouseOnline.com

5 Reasons To
Log On Now!

See what other readers have done to

bring back and decorate their Greek Shog hard-todfmd PeI“Od B
Revival or Victorian, Tudor or Bungalow. products and specialty
oldhouseonline.com/ s?(rj\ﬂces. i /
category/artictes/house-tours olanouseontine.com
old-house-directory 5
Y
Read articles by America's leading
authorities on old houses and find great
lips on mahtenance, repairand restoration.
oldhouseonline.com
Join the old-house online Learn how to identify your favorite old-house style:
community to share photos Victorian, Colonial. Federal, Greek Revival, and more!
and stories, post questions, oldhouseonline.com/category/articles/house-styles

and connect with other
old-house enthusiasts.
myoldhouseonline.com

stay connected with OldHouseOnline.com

scan with
your smartphone



Circle 014 on Free Information CardT

»e r

Circle 058 on Free Information CardT

The Old-House Guide
isyour ultimate
restorotiori rebource.

Kitchen Classics isthe
essential guide for
cffxiting yoL'cv-'n
classic kitci'ien!

Design Center
Sourcebook isthe
corrprehensive authority
cn restoration/refxvatior;

product?, services arxi
decor.

from Any Job

Use Durham'’s Rock Hard Water Putty to fill cracks and holes,
rebuild missing material, and mold new objects. It permanently
adheres in wood, plaster, and tile without shrinking.
You can then saw, chisel, sand, polish, and color it.
The go-to solution of demanding craftsmen
for more than 75 years. Available from hardware,
lumber, building material, and paint dealers
everywhere, waterputty.com

Donald Durham Co. N

Box 804-HJ, Des Moines, |A 50304

—TITT?

3.

wFirch Posts « Babslm «Ncfds « Spodla « rrak eiaidrai*
UnthsTi lIfol sFicdnckn™

msnm fuitm42u

| SIMUAOTIECHT ¢

m~chitecturalcompo

ARCHITECTURAL
COMPONENTS. INC

I £ fFTTT]

SrcCIALIZING IN
RKPIKMJUCTKWi AND

C;imDM W(X)D WINIX)WS,

IXX)KS, DOORWAYS AND

8 AHCHTTEINUHAL W(X)DWORK.

It> N(«mi |-EVHETT i"DAI)
MONTA(ilJt, MA 01351

4I3-3<V7i¥44i o £:413,367.94°1
cntsiné.com

_. Soclal Issues
For One Low Price!

DHS GNC hN 1 HR

To order go to OldHouseJournal.com/store
and enter code SPR2012 at checkout! 800.850.7279
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SPIBJML STAIRCASES

CUSTOM BUILT TO YOUR ORDER

Both all-wood and steel models available.

v Circle 023 on Free Information Card

Quartersawn
Clapboard Siding &
Building Materials

Incl. Antique Heart Pine
and Hardwood Flooring

Quartersawing pixxiuces a
li 1. ® vertical grain clapboard:
> « Twists and warps less
JlijiKfl - Wears mure evenly

* Bonds paint and stain better

AL”oJmturinfi...
Cabots Factory Finish™
F.xterior Pre-Finish for all
types of wood siding,
Allows priming or finishing
W | prior to installation
'l with 15 year-warranty,
A » e Cra_ck, peel and flake
resistant
* Washable
* Non yellowing
* No chalk washdcjwn
1 < Paint film will not erode

e ——

Call, write or fax for
Free Brochure

uranyille
Manufacturing TeL 802-767-4747
Company Fax: 802-767-3107

Fstablisheci 187  woodsiding@madriver.com
PO Box 15 www.woodsiding.com
Granville VT 05747

www.oldhouseonline.com
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THIS ’'ROIM"ERTY
HAS liEEN PI.AC;Kn ON
THE NATIONAIM IHIGISTER
OF inSTOIHC INI"VCES
13Y TOE UNTTED S'IWTES
DEPAINMIMENT OF AFHE INTEIHOR

What do George Washington's home, Mount Vernon,
and historic Sotterly Plantation have in common?

Both are considered national treasures. Both have excellent and thorough
preservation teams. Both use Outlast Q® Log Oil.

Decay and Rot control for wood roofs, fencing, semi-transparent stained siding/logs and MORE.

(01)N«niral

1 0

877-536-1446
www.OutlastCTA.com

Q3)Medimzi

info@OutlastCTA.com b
>IN
N It A
> A
i [ |
1
4
AMERICANA

800 _269-5697
www.shutterblinds.com

BAY WINDOWS ARE MADE FOR SHUTTERS

AUTHENTIC DESIGN - FREE MEASURE GUIDE * FREE BROCHURE

SHOW OFF YOUR WINDOWS WITH LOW MAINTENANCE HIGH QUALITY CUSTOM
FABRICATED LOUVERED SHUTTERS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR READYTO
INSTALL IN4TO 6WEEKS. CALL FOR DETAILS AND COST orrmayrzfiiz
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Preserving

Climate amwes

Historif
Properties
0AQ Their
Windowsr

= Magnetic interior storm
window for maximum
eFficiency and easy removal!

« Helps maintain the integrity
an@ improves the efficiency
o?your existing windows.

« 40-60% improved thermal
efficiency.

= Rapid payback through
energy cost savings.

« Elimination of drafts and
condensotion.

50-80% sound reduction
from the exterior.

= Filters hormful ultra-violet
light to protect against sun
damage and fading.

« Custom colors, shapes and
designs are the standard.

= Extensive dealer & installer
network availoble or DIY
approved.

877 773-7379

sales@climateseal.com < www.climateseai.com |

Circle 004 on Free Information CardT

Citrus Paint
Remover Paste"

Piititon, Takeitqff. Use itagain & again!
™ Removes Multiple Layers

Removes leotlfiQsecl, oil and latex

paint os well s vomish, stain and

other finishes in one opplkotion.
Reusable

lise on exterior I interior
do neutrolizing

USED ON AMKRKLi*N LA2VDMARKSt

Rock Island Light House Poor ;i e U.S. Capitol Building W("ingtoo. DC
Governor's Mansion "iLferr, ft « Saint Mary's Hospital s ":.;.Age. Wl

ABR IS ACNVEIY SEEKING DISTRIBUTORS, HEALERS, AND PRODUO REPRESENTATIVES,

American Building Restoration Products, Inc. o
www.abrp.com »1-800-346-7532

72 OLD-HOUSEJOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012

Circle 034 on Free information CardT

Tin roofs and more....

Asphalt Roofs
Metal

Single-ply Roofs
Wood

Masonry

Acrymax weatherproofs almost anything!

For weatherproofing historic tin roofe there is no better coating
system than Acrymax. However, Acrymax does so much more!
Veisatile Acrymax can be used to seal and weatherproof roofs,

walls, orjust about anything that needs protection from the weather!

Flexible coatings that expand and contactwithout cracking
Excellent adhesion...Stop leaks...High strength reinforced systems
Colors available include Energy Star Reflective White

PRESEmIION

Products, ing

Protecting America’s heritage,
one landmark at a time.

1-800-553-0523 www.preservationproducts.com

Acrymax is a registered Vademark of Acrymax Technologies Inc.

THE BEST OE

OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL
DELIWRED TO YOUR INBOX!

Home tours, ciMitests. e\ enrs an”™i morel

Receive twice-mimthly rips, tecimiques ani.! premium
content directly tiinn tlie cxlitors of Old HoiLse Journal
iind Old-House Interiors magitiines.

Just \ isit oldhousetMiline.ami
and click die newsletter sign up Kituni!

OiOW()L\|

www.oldhouseonline.com
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Sundial Wire

Cloth-Covered Electrical Wire
new wire, UL listed

over 2D styles, colors, gauges

rayon or cotton braid over PVC

most are exclusive to Sundial
all wire made in USA

413-582-6909 FAX413-582-BeDB
custserv@ sundialwire.com

Circ e 005 on Free nformation CardV

Circle 057 on Free Information CardT

= Easy toapply

< Environmentally safe

= Non-toxic and odor free
<« Long wearing

Chanicai~tafe Hitloric Painit since 1974 = Won't fade

Organic Milk Paint _
Especiallyfor Walls painted walb and
A new wall sutfk«s

4120 Standard colots
that can be mixed frit
100's of color options

RafeRamt

Circle 038 on Free Information CardT

Sweet shutters!

Real wood shutters make all the difference!

< A”reresto fxevkHisly

View color samples & more information on our |
Q Facehook page or at www.milkpamt.com

Please contact us few free Sc*Paint™ samples.

(se6) 350-MILK (6455)
436 Main St., Groton, MA 01450

Circle 035 on Free Information CardT

CutouPsf

Call (203) 245-2608 - Madison,

Interior & Exterior Shutters in TradKional S
Free Brochure - Family Owned - Made In
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Circle 047 on Free Information CardT

\ cAGtain Quarter /
en'~rvice Claphoajn

WARD CLAPBOARD MILL |

Est. 1868

verticalgrain clapboards
for restoration and nev'
construction

P.O. Box 1030 Waitsfield, VT ose73
802-496-3581
www.wardclapboard.com

P

OldHouse

online

We know old houses
01dHouseOnline.com

OldHouse

join DemetraAposporos, editor of
OldHouseJournal, as she brings the pages of
your favorite old-house ma”*zines to life in
the new online video series Old-House Live!

Brought to you by O/c"House Journo/,
Old-House Interiors. New Old House, and
Arts & Crafts Homes, Old-House Live!
takes you inside Americas architectural
treasures, introduces you to modem-d»
craftspersons, and offers practical how-to
advice for your own old-house projects.

See Episode 2: Frank UoydWright's Pope-
Leghey House (A National HistoricTrust Sice)
now at OldHouseOnline.conVOHL

www.oldhouseonline.com
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Woolen Mill Fan Company
ARCHITECruRA.. a Fans

v Circle 030 on Free Information Card

ALL RADIATOR
SrEEI-ENCLOSURES

FORHOMES, OfFICES, CHUBCHES, INSTITUTIONS

FROM THIS
«till

fSom 849 “

BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE « EASY TO ASSEMBLE
MANY STYLES A COLORS » BAKED ENAMEL FINISH
Send .00 for Brochurot. Be/und«bl« with Order.

MONJIKRCH pept oHs

RO Box 326, 111 Kero Rd. Cartstadt, NJ. 07072
(201)507-5551 www.monarchrad.com

classifieds

paint 'Sc painting services
EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR

For thirty years, our exterior color schemes
have made dreams aime true. The Color
People, 920 Inca Street, Denver, CO 80204-
800-541-7174; www.colorpeople.com

renovation workshop

PHOENIX RENOVATIONS/

REAL LIFE RENOVATIONS
DIY Workshop Opportunity. Come DIY with

us;[ Professional craftsman/teacher helping
you learn valuable building skills in your own
home or in a workshop setting in someone
else’s home. On project training.

Check us out at www.realiiferenovations.com

restoration
GEORGE YONNONE RESTORATION

Structural repair specialist serving America’s
Antique Homes, Bams and Log Cabins since
1970. Professional Sill beam replacement and
timber repair services Nationwide service.
Consulting by appointment.
george@gyrestorations.com. 413-441-1478

www.oldhouseonline.com

v Circle 006 on Free Information Card

v Circle 051 on Free Information Card
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Historic Properties

PAONIA, CO—The Bross Hotel opened for
business in 1906. Totally renovated, it retains
its tum-of-the-century charm with 10 guest-
rooms, each w/private hath. Gracious lobby &
dining rtxjms, conference room/lounge, com-
mercial kitchen. Sc owners’ quarters. Porches,
decks, flower gardens, huge old cottonwoods.
Turn-key operation .o , B&B, but potential
fur making your dreams come true. $800,000.
Bernadette Stech, Paonia Realty,
970-261-5928. www.paoniareaky.com

PITTSBURGH, PA-Baywood, Landmark
property-, situated c«i 1.8 acres, is a beautiful 2
and 1/2 story Victorian which has been restcml
to its original ~lendor. Ma”iiflcent witxxlwork,
hand-painted walls and ceilings, original stenciling
duplicatetl in entry hall to third floor and txiginal
hardwood floors. Updated kitchen arxl baths witli
much attention to original detail. A ptuk setting
within the city-an unusual cpportunity. A si”“t to
behold! $2,100,000. Kelly Meade, Howaal Hanna
412-361-4000 cx- kmeade@howardhanna.com.

BROOKNEAL, VA—The Pruitt Plantation,
circa 1790/1846. Historic integrity remains in
every detail. Heart of pine floors, original man-
tels, grand stairway and more. Historic paint
colors throughcxit. Grand size rooms and large
country kitchen. HVAC provides year round
comfort. 25 priv'ate acres. Great for old house
lover, gentleman fanner . horse enthusiast!
$349,000. Max Sempowski, Antique Properties
div. of Keller Williams, 434-391-4855.
www.oldhouseprcperties.com

KD iianikd MAL
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WICHITA, KS—Colonial Revival completed
in 1911 as an anniversary present to the build-
ers wife. Intricate wixxlwork, stained glass,
original fixtures and more complete this 5
bedrcx)m, 4 Vi bath restored mansion boasting
iwei 5,200 sq.ft.1 On alarge fenced comer lot.
$265,000. United Oruntry's Specialty Catalog
features vintage homes, grand old mansiotts,
farms and ranches steeped in history. United
Giiintry, 800-999-1020. Ext. 108.
www.unitedcountry.com/ old

RUSSELL, PA—Tire Locusts. Built by lum-
bennan Guy C. Irvine in 1835. In superb con-
dition and on the National Register. Georgian
red brick, 2-story exterior with unusual large
bridged chimneys. Witle-planked chestnut
ficx)rs lying as flat and true as they were in
1835, with the interior crown moldings, base-
boards and wide windows in a Greek Revival
style. Separate carriage house. 14 acres. 10
miles from Lake Chautauqua. Warren County’s
premier property. $400,000. 412-261-8902.

CAPE CHARLES, VA-Gorgeous 5 bed-
rex)in, 6 bath Victorian home located 2 blocks
from beach in one of Virginia's small coastal
towns. A third flexor loft features extensive
views of the town. Original moldings and
impressive staircase beautifully restored. Eat-in
kitchen. Southern exp(-Bure offers lots of natu-
ral light throughout. Would make a great B&.B
(as each bedrcxim has a bathroom) or personal
residence. $395,0CK). Blue Heron Realty Co.,
757-678-5200. www.blueheronva.com

EDISON, NJ—Charming 19th C farmhouse.
Fireplace in kitchen; large living and dining
rooms with fireplaces. Front and back porches,
patio, 4 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, 3rd floor ready
to be finished. Master offers fireplace, walk-in
closet access to bath. Gingerbread trim,
wainscoting, moldings, 11-ft ceilings and wide
plank floors. Well maintained; fenced wi/stor-
age shed. Close to NYC transportation and
shops. $399,900. Stephanie Smith, Coldwell
Banker. Westfield. 908-230-8585.

AUSTIN, TX—This classic bungalow in the
Hyde Park Historic District had one owner for
70+ yeais. Itneeds some work butis livable as it
is. Original high ceilings, long-leaf pine floors,
living room with fireplace and bookshelves, din-
ing room, breakfast room with built-in table and
china cabinet, 3 bedrcx)ms and tine bath, 1,300
sq.ft. Tile 50x130 foot lot has convenient alley
access. 4007 Speedway. $289,000. Lin Team,
Old Austin Realtor, 512-472-1930,
lin@kinneycompany.com.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY, VA-Opportunicy
to fix-up a classic Victorian in small town.
Home is livable, but offered “as is.” Almost
all the trina-bodr indexirs and outdoors-is in
excellent condition. Needs improvements to
the electrical and plumbing systems as well as
some exterior and interior work. Features 1st
floor master with a total of 4 bedrooms and
2 full baths. Listing #5760. $120,000. John
Davenport, United Ccxintry Davenport Realty,
888-333-3972. www.davenport-realty.com



CHATHAM, VVA-Historic“Ingleside.” This
historic Virginiahome was built aroiirrd 1844 by
a local doctor. Spacious and gracious formal and
informal rooms, 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, heart pine
floors, 6 fireplaces and much more. $94,900.
United Country's Specialty Catalog features
vintage homes, grand old mansions, farms and
ranches steeped in history’ plus other real estate
with historic significance. United Country,
800-999-1020, Ext. 108.
www.unitedcountry.com/ old

FREDERICKSBURG. VA-The Dr. Phillip
Cox House. Handsome Colonial Revival
residence from 1931 solidly-built with finest
materials—brick exterior, slate roof, copper
gutters. Elegant but comfortable interior with
updated amenities. Dramatic staircases, built-
ins, woodwork and more. Lovely garden on
Garden Club tour in 2002. Located in Historic
Downtown. MRIS#FB7582513. $850,000.
Susan Pates, Johnson and Glazehrook,
540-809-9443; Susanpates@aol.com.

VERNON HILL, VA-Dunn Hill Fann, c1860.
Painstakingly resuxed vernacular farmhouse cn 40
acres. Features include matching staircases, exten-
sive cxiginal woodwfxk, glazir®, artd mandes. An
architecturally sympathetic addirinn incorporates a
large kitchen/keeping room with fireplace, and gra-
cious master suite. The large 3 bedroom guest liouse
features reclaimai beams and heart pine cabinets. A
pool, several outbuildings and :peciiiKn magnolias
cexnplete the preperty. $599,900 Dst Scelly, 540-
406-1370 Frank Hardy, Inc. www.farmardestate.net

www.oldhouseonline.com

Istoric Properties
SPOTLIGHT PROPERTY

PHILADELPHIA, PA—"Spring Bank,” on Philadelphia’s List of Historic Properties, tells
stories of our nation’s history from tlie 1730's. Notable owners include the Rittenhouse family
through the American Revolution, prominent Kxal Quakers, Ambassador to Great Britain
John Welsh durii” the 1876 Centennial celebrations. Tcxlay's owner can enjoy tliat bountitul
history along with superb and sometimes intricate, but very’ livable architectural detail. Whata
warm and \ibrant home ofa size that is a comfortable scale for any household and with sensa-
tional updates: new kitchen and baths, new HVAC systems and windows and more! All on 1.62
acres of a natural green valley by the Wiss<rhickon Creek and parklands. $1,285,0(30. Loretta C.
Witt, Prudential Fox &. Roach, REALTORS, 215-248-6522, loretta@lorettawitt.com.

FREDERICKSBURG, VA-"TImhurst.”
Circa 1871. High-Style Italianate manorhouse
built by Washington Elms of NY. Restored in
2006. National Register and Virginia Landmark
property. Signature belvedere. 49 windows.
Ten-foot ceilings. 5 bedrooms. 5 baths. 2 kitch-
ens. Urban half-acre garden. Near 195, Amtrak,
Civil War battlefields, and University of Mary
Washirrgton. $1,500,(3(30. Susan Pates, Owner/
Broker, Johnson &. Glazehrook,

540-809-9443; Susanpates@aol.com.

WHEELING, WV -Table Rock Farm.
Exclusive ll-acre gendeman's farm. Includes
3 bedroom guest house, gar™e apartment, log
cabin, 2-story bam, workshop with wood burn-
ing furnace, fenced organic garden, aquifer
spring, orchard (including peach, plums, apples),
and vineyard. 3 miles fk®m Ohio Co. Airport,
4 miles fremti Oglebay Park, and 6 miles from
downtown Wheeling. Access to 400 acres of
walking/hoFse riding trails. $750,000.

(Dwner, latinabelize@msn.com or 304-829-4528.

LUNENBURG COUNTY, VA-This is a
marvelous circa 1910 farmhouse on a 64-acre
farm with a one-acre pond and frontage on a
large creek. 3 bedrooms, 1 bath. Pretty stair-
case, wood floors, and original baseboards.
Home on top ofa hill with nice views. Multiple
outbuildings. 2(30-year-old oaks and abundimt
wildlife. Quiet, friendly neighborhotxl. Listing
#5730. $250,000. John Davenport, United
Country Davenpxjit Realty', 888-333-3972 or
434-736-0299. www.davenport-realty.com

HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Yoiir SMinf for biml S«4Ung Httiaic IVolirtti«i

www. HistorieProperties.com

WWW.H1STORICPROPERTIES.COM
The internet site for buying and selling historic
properties—residential commercial, all
styles, all prices, all sizes—from rehab pn)jects
to completed mansions, anything 50 years or
older. (Dnline more than 10 years with a
wide variety of fantastic listings. On the web at:
www.HistoricProperties.com.

E-mail or call for prices for
Historic Properties advertising
Sharon Hinson or Marjorie Hinson
ohj@htstoricproperties.com
888-507-0501
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Olson Rugs
Are Made!,
Olson Rug

Co., Chicago,
Illinois, 1952

history

By Bo Sullivan
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Green Weaver

f socially responsible business practices and green

products are the hottest trends of the new millen-

nium, then the Olson Rug Company of Chicago,

Illinois, was way ahead of the cultural curve. Founded
in 1874, Olson performed its famous “Rug Magic” by selling
broadlooms woven from recycled wool carpets and clothing
sent in by customers (at Olson's expense) along with their
orders. Cotton, jute, and rayon were even accepted to create
inner weaves and backing.

The company's environmentally enlightened efforts
didn't end on the factory floor. In 1935, owner Walter E
Olson spent $10,000 to re-create a bit of his favorite Wis-
consin wilderness on a site adjacent to his factory. Known
as Olson Park, the community landmark soon grew to 22
acres and consisted of spacious lawns, tiered rock gardens,

78 OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL APRIL-MAY 2012

flower beds, teepees, a totem pole, a duck pond, and the

Olson Wild Bird Refuge—all surrounding the park’s 35'
cascading centerpiece, Olson Waterfalls. Dedicated on the
100th anniversary of the expulsion of the state’s Native

American tribes across the Mississippi, the park was sym-

bolically deeded back to the tribes as a gesture of goodwill.
How's that for “socially responsible™?

Unfortunately for Olson Rugs, sustainability proved
easier aimed for than achieved. The postwar onslaught of
manmade fibers pulled the rug out from under the massive

company, forcing it to downsize. The urban paradise of Ol-

son Park was closed in the 1970s, razed, and turned into—

you guessed it—a parking lot. iSk

Bo Sullivan is the historian for Rejuvenation and the owner of

Arcalus Period Design in Portland, Oregon. He is an avid collector and

researcher oforiginal trade catalogs.

www.oldhouseonline.com



TChSId'House

Bookstore

BUNGALOW BASICS

POPCHES

0702
BUNGALOW BASICS PORCHES
Douglas Keisterpresents dozens ofphotos,
alongwith illustrations fromvintage postcards
andmagazines aswell as expertcommentary.

Retail $12.95 / SALE $11.00

0706
BUNGALOWBASICS DOORS
Today we tend to take doors forgranted. This
was not the case inthe bungalow era. Doors
were thou”tto be notonlyfunctional, buta
contribution to the architectural style ofthe
house. Discoverthe many doors represented
inthis smallbook.

Retail $12.95 / SALE $11.00

0306
WORKING WINDOWS
Rajairhints, easywa)re to dean and restore
hardware, stripping, refinishing, painting,
glass cleaning, disassemblingand repairing
arejustsome ofthetopicsyouwiD find inthis
musthave windowrepairbook.

Retail $16.95 / SALE $14.41

01306
BUNGALOW COLORS

EXTERIORS
Bungalow G)lors Exteriors is ahands-on
sourcebcxjkfor painting or restoringyour
bungalow in authentic Arts & Crafts colors.

Retail $30.00 / SALE $25.50

To order visit www.01ldHouseJoumal.com/store or call 800.850.7279.

Offerends May 31,2012 « OHJ0512



Secret ldentity

The architecture of old houses—especially of the more modest, mid-century
split-level variety—can often take on surprising forms when they try to fight
against the forces of monotony. Take these two examples sitting side by side.
The house on the left remains unassumingly in character, with one-over-one
windows, a simple side-gabled roof, and a single-story garage. Meanwhile, its
alter ego (at right) has donned a costume of six-over-six windows, double cross
gables, and a garage to nowhere sitting beneath a towering two-story addition.
The only clue to its true identity is a prominent divided-light picture window.

“The house seems to think its a McMansion,” notes our contributor. We
think that when modest houses put on modern disguises, the results tend to
be less than super. iSk

WIN $100: If you spot a classic example of remuddling, send us clear color prints or digital images. We'll give you $100 if your photos are
published. The message is more dramatic if you include a picture of a similar unremuddled building. (Original photography only, please;
no clippings. Also, we reserve the right to republish the photos online and in other publications we own.} Remuddling Editor, Old-House
Journal, 4125 Lafayette Center Drive, Suite 100, Chantilly, VA 20151; or via e-mail: OHJEditorial<~homebuyerpubs.com.

OLD.HOUSE JOURNAL (ISSN ts puWished $hi times a year: January, March, May, July, Sepwrbef, and November by Home Buyer PubHcatlonj artd Active inteiest Media Inc. The known office of publication Is located at47S Sansome
Street, Suite B50.SanFraodsco,CA94111.The editorial office Is kx3tedat«2S Lafayette CenterDnve,Su(te100,Chariwly,VA20151;703-222-941T;g00-826-3893:fa«:703-222-3209. Periodicals postage paidaSanFtancSco, CA. and additional offices. VoL
40,NO; 2. POSTMASTER: Send address changestoOW-HouscJournal.P.0.Bo}«420235, Palm Coast. a32M2~H3S. SUBSCRIPTIONS For subscription questtonsoraddress changes, call 800-234-3797 (US only), 386.447-2396 (outside the US). Subscription
rates are. US: $27 per year, Canada: S3S per year. Other countries; S4t pei year. CXIPyRIGHT: 2012 by Cruz Bay Pubfchling, Inc. This publication may not be reproduced, either In whole or part, tn any form withoutwritten permission from the publisher.
PRINTING: RR Donnelly. Strasburg, VA. Printed Inthe USA.
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“"ABATRON

Restoration & Mamtenance Products

ABATRON'S building, restoration and maintenance products

excel al meeting tough challenges. They have been specified

for over two decades by architects, government agencies, 5
builders and other professionals for a multitude of

applications. The products are based on epoxies, urethanes, wwodsia OCRFTE
acrylics and other materials in wide ranges of viscosity,

hardness, flexibility, thermal, chemical and mechanical

properties. Below are product highlights;
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Wood Restoration

WoodEpox*: Structural, non-shrinking
adhesive paste is used in any thickness to
fill and replace missing wood.

LiguidWood": Liquid, penetrating
consolidant for restoring strength and
function to rotted or spongy wood.

Both LiquidWood' and WoodEpox'
permanently restore windows, columns,
clapboards, logs and most rigid surfaces. Restoration of rotted window is easy and cost-effective.

stone. Concrete, Masonry Restoration

AboCrele: Permanently repairs and
resurfaces concrete. Fills cracks and bonds

broken sections.

AboWeld 55-1: Slump-resistant structural
paste repairs and reshapes stairs, statuary
and vertical surfaces.

Abojet*: Structural crack-injection resins
that permanently weld back together
foundation walls, columns, etc. Prevent

. Z Abocrete can be used to replace missing concrete. Abojet ljonds structural walls.
water infiltration.

Moldmaking and Casting Compounds

MasterMold' 12-3: Non-toxic
polyurethane paste for flexible, large and
small molds. Can be applied on site.

MasterMold' 12-8: Liouid 12-3 for
maKing pourable molcls.

Woodcast: Lightweight interior/exterior
casting compound.

MasterMold can reproduce capitals, structural and decorative components, statuary and other
patterns precisely and cost-effectively.
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Structural Adhesives, Protective Coatings, Sealants, Caulks

Abocoat and Abothane Series:
Protective coatings for floors, walls,
tanks and tubs.

Wide selection of adhesives and
sealants for most environments. Meets
specifications for composites, structural
and decorative components, indoors &

outdoors. Circle 002 on Free Informstion Card

5501 95th Ave., Kenosha, WI 53144 USA Tel: 1-262-653-2000 www.abatron.com



US- Design Patents Pending

Prairie. Period.

Designed. Delivered. Direct.

Only Crown Point Cabinetry can create Prairie style like this.
Furniture quality custom cabinetry for your entire home.

Available direct, nationwide. CRCWPOINT

CABINETRY

Fine Quality Custom Cabinetry

800-999-4994 « www.crown-point.com Handcrafted For Your Entire Idome



