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Surrounded by private
French Creek Golf Club,
the creation of Olympic
designer Gil Hanse.

Meets New
Homes are designed combining 
auihentic 18th century architecture 
with luxurious 21st century livability.

Where custom truly means custom 
and quality is innate.

Olde Bulltown Village is the regional 
and national winner of “Best Home” 
and “Custom Home of the Year”.

www.01deBulltown.com

New Custom Homes in Chester County
-Lots from the 240s, Homes from the 800s-

Olde BuUtown is conveniently located just 40 miles northwest of Philadelphia, PA
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A community by enterprises ltd
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!from the "Editor

THS
MONTH

GARDEN DELIGHTS
April means His
toric Garden Week
in Virginia. Tour
beautiful landscapes
and houses rarely
opened to visitors,
like Carr’s Hill (be
low), the University of
Virginia presidents'
house designed
by Stanford White.
vagardenweek.org

What makes 
a perfect 
old-house 
kitchen?

SMART SOLUTION
Restore dumbwait
ers (or retrofit old 
laundry chutes) 
with Butler’s re
engineered modular 
electric dumbwaiter 
system, it comes in 
eight standard sizes, 
capable of carrying 
some 200 pounds, 
and is U.S.-made. 
butlermobility.com

**■ Even the most die-hard preservationists usually don’t 
want to live with an authentic 1840s kitchen, devoid of 
running water and all modem conveniences. Fortunate
ly, today they don’t have to—there are plenty of ways to 
blend historical accuracy with cutting-edge technology. 
For example, the kitchen profiled on page 10 uses a mod
em refrigerator that looks like a vintage icebox (shown 
above)—now that’s clever design!

If you’re working on your kitchen, this is tlie issue you’ve been waiting for. Inside, we cover the best countertop 
choices for old houses (“The Working Surface,” page 42), a kitchen with early 20th-century appeal (“Kitchen Past 
for Present,” page 10), how to make your own island out of a repurposed object (Salvage It, page 64), and a reader’s 
fabulous before and after in Success! (page 34)-

Since spring is the time to bmsh away the cobwebs and make repairs, we also check in on some great old-fash
ioned cleaning tips and techniques in Quick Makeovers (page 58), and get a tutorial on patching dama^d plaster 
in Lost Arts (page 54). We’ve also added a new hands-on department to this issue, called In Depth (page 50). In it, 
contributing editor Ray Tschoepe details how to successfully use epoxy fillers. Let me know what you think of this 
story, as we hope to spotlight these types of thorough repairs from time to time.

If you have wallpaper in your house, you might be familiar with the panic it can induce, 
owing to the wealth of reproduction choices available and the fact that many original 
designs aren’t exactly subtle. But if you understand how wallpaper evolved through the 
years, you don’t need to be afraid of it, as contributing editor Brian Coleman explains in 
“Wallpaper Wisdom” (pagp 72). You miglit even find that you grow to love it, as I have 
with the fleur-de-lis paper a previous homeowner installed on my bedroom walls.

TALK TO US • Email me at daposporos@aimmetlia.com. follow me on Twitter @Demetra_OHJ. or find us on Faceboo!< at facebook.com/oldhousejournal.6
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Thinking of Remodeling?
Consider handcrafted

Architectural Tile from rookwood

Rookwood Pottery specializes in architectural elements and tile for a traditional heritage 
feet or a very modern look, available in 3/8" or 5/8" thickness in over 100 glaze colors.
Download our Free Architectural Catalog at www.rookwood.com

1920 Race Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 • 513.381.2510 • www.rookwood.com Pottery Company
• MADf IN THf UNlTfn ^T*.TIS MNCF IgBO

Old World Charm
That Complements Any Kitchen

Adorned with copper, brass, nickel or chrome, 
each custom built Elmira Stove Works 
appliance is true to its era, while offering the 
performance and features found in the most 
modern kitchen appliances.
Models available in gas, electric, dual fuel or 
wood-burning. Let us build one for you.

Elmira
Works ElmiraStoveWorks.com

1-800-295-8498 fM■■ For true originals.
RANGES » WALL OVENS * REFRIGERATORS • MICROWAVES • DISHWASHERS
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A COTTAGE IN CONCORD
Three centuries of history are apparent in a beloved house.
+ ON THE LITERARY TRAIL

34 SUCCESS!: SIMPLE KITCHEN MAKEOVER I 36 MY NEIGH80RH00D: LITCHFIELD, CONNECTICUT I 38 WINDOW SHOPPING: SMALL HOUSES
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CREATING A DREAM KITCHEN, CA. 1923. STORY BY DONNA PIZZI / PHOTOS BY BLACKSTONE EDGE STUDIOS
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kitchen designer, who created a contemporary layout. 
The remodeling was delayed as Sue prepared for her 
wedding to Bob Low. In the meantime, Sue’s son Jordan 
met historic-house consultant Karla Pearlstein, and 
mentioned that his mom wanted to redo the kitchen in 
her restored house. When Karla visited Sue, she was 
taken with the beautifully appointed brick Tudor—and 
su^sted Sue start over with the kitchen plan. Karla 
promised that she and kitchen designer Matthew Ro
man could create a historical kitchen that functioned 
like a modem one.

On January i, 2012, the morning after one last New 
Year’s Eve party in the 1960s kitchen, the room was

The original kitchen in this 1923 
builder’s model home, though it was 
mdimentary, offered post-Victorian effi
ciency with electric appliances and even 
a dishwasher. But that room was long 
gone. Homeowner Sue Cailer had lived 

with an uninspired and failing-apart 1960s kitchen for 10 
years before tackling an upgrade—to a look from the past. 
Her version is filled with such period conventions as clean 
white cabinets, a linoleum floor, and a vintage-style stove. 
Other appliances are cleverly disguised.

Armed with an “idea book” made up of magazine 
article tear sheets, Sue at first had gone to a certified

1
4
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THE HOUSE'S ORIGINAL MASTER BEDROOM, THE FAMILY ROOM SINCE THE 1960s, IS NOW 
A BREAKFAST ROOM AND CHINA PANTRY. CABINETS HIDE A PULLOUT COMPUTER DESK. 

TABLECLOTH DRAWER, AND TV. OPPOSITE: THE KITCHEN OPENS TO A BRICK PATIO.



HALF DOORS
’■ Once serving a practical

purpose, these fancifully
outdoors are today a quaint

design element.



CUTAWAY
DOORS
Popular from about 1915 to 1940, this decora
tive accent provided ventilation for under-sink 
cabinets and kept vermin from settling in. The 
old doors varied in size and cutaway profile. 
They may have been cut back just above the 
floor, or open almost up to the knobs.

Many were just jigsaw-cut board or 
plywood. More sophisticated cabinet doors 
would include stiles and rails around a cen
ter panel. For panels, use MDF or plywood; 
plywood has better impact resistance. For 
stiles and rails in doors to be painted, use a 
band saw to cut maple or poplar. (Maple will 
hold hinge screws better.)

In a 1914 bungalow in Portland, Oregon, cutout doors are 
backed with plywood, which is painted with a trompe I'oeil 
farmhouse scene-a tin bucket and an adorable mouse.

These doors with a fancy-cut profile are vintage, 
salvaged from a nearby kitchen for use in this Jazz Age 
kitchen makeover in a 1928 house.

The simple cutaway in neat white cabinets stands out 
against dark inlaid linoleum in a leUo kitchen installed 
in a 1920s beach bungalow.

This galley kitchen in a tiny 1930 bungalow was 
upgraded in vintage style; raised shelves keep the Bon 
Ami and Brillo out of sight off the floor.

Vintage cabinets were restored-and the horizontally 
laid headboard found under drywall-in a surviving 
early 20th-century kitchen.

15





THE VINTAGE-STYLE STOVE IS A HEARTLAND REPRODUCTION. PLACED IN 
THE SUBWAY-TILE BACKSPLASH. NEW ACCENT TILES IN THE STYLE OF 
BATCHELOER ECHO ORIGINALS IN THE HOUSE'S FIREPLACE.

gutted. “I hauled away 4,000 pounds of lath and plaster in my 
pickup truck,” says Sue’s husband. Bob. Soon the cabinetmaker 
had set up shop in the dining room and in a backyard tent. For 
the duration, Sue and Bob lived in the basement apartment 
they’d created. Bob wishes he’d done a better job sealing off the 
kitchen from the rest of the house: “It looked like Mt. St. Helens 
had erupted."

“I knew Bob was the cook in the family,” Karla remembers, 
“and that he wouldn’t tolerate the fickleness of a vintage stove, so 
I recommended a reproduction.” Karla 
was shocked and delighted to find a 
barely used Heaitland 48" range, with 
a convection oven and built-in hood, 
at Portland’s Rebuilding Center. The 
homeowners bought it sight-unseen 
over the phone, for about a quarter of 
its original price.

The designers’ proposal included a 
walk-in pantry, but Sue and Bob thought it compartmentalized 
the space. Instead, the breakfast room has lots of storage, and a 
small food pantry was tucked off to the side. Bob rejected Karla’s 
recommendation for the countertops: white hex tile. The soap
stone he prefers has a natural charcoal color that complements 
the white cabinets and subway the; it’s anchored by the wide 
border in the linoleum floor.

It took a couple of tries to find a plasterer who could apply 
an antique-plaster finish over the blueboard backing. Matthew 
su^ested creating a “jewel box” ceiling for the faceted breakfast 
room. Their cabinetmaker, Petr Maschenko, created the ceiling 
treatment around a chandelier removed from Bob’s mother’s 
1920 Craftsman home.

Sue was very involved in all aspects of the work. “She’s hyper
detail-oriented,” says designer Matthew Roman, who modified 
drawings to suit her meticulous eye. He credits Sue with the fine 
symmetry of the cabinets, the width of the stripe in the Marmo- 
leum, and the choice of period light fixtures, all of which add 
balance to the space. As it turns out, restoration of this house— 
and the kitchen remodeling—started Sue Carter on a new cai'eer. 
She became an interior decorator and opened her own company, 
Old House Dreor in Portland.

The collaborative kitchen design is convincing. As in the rest 
of the house, archways connect the spaces. To match original 
flooring, wide-plank, beveled-edge white-oak flooring was cus
tom milled for the breakfast room, which also features wooden 
countertops. In the kitchen proper, Marmoleum flooring fits the 
period. Except for one schoolhouse reproduction, the lighting 
is all vintage. A stained-glass panel allows light to pass between 
rooms. Although it retains a period look, the whole space has 
been opened up to the rest of the house and to the garden.

cMore Online
See a gallery of white 
kitchens at old
houseonline.com.
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RESOURCES; CONSULTANT KARLA PEARLSTEIN, RESTORINGHISTORY.COM 
DESIGNER ROMAN DESIGN, LLC, ROMAN-DESIGN.COM CABINETS PETR 
MASCHENKO, EXOTIC WOOD DESIGN CABINETS, 1360) 909-8497 SPECIALTY 
HINGES WINKS HARDWARE, WINKSHARDWARE.COM NICKEL HARDWARE 
CHOWN HARDWARE. CHOWN.COM STOVE HEARTLAND APPLIANCES, HEART 
LANDAPP.COM DECORATOR SUE CARTER, OLD HOUSE DECOR, (503) 317-3039
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LEARN MORE

make appliances disappear
MODERN MACHINES ARE THE ANACHRONISM IN A PERIOD KITCHEN. DISGUISE THEM!

The handsome cabinets shown on the previous pages hide modem 
intrusions—like the all-but-invisible double-drawer dishwasher by Fisher 
& Paykel (above). Old-house owners have come up with ingenious ways 
to maintain the illusion of another time, even in a functioning kitchen. 

Some keep the big fridge in the back hall or pantry; others use a reconditioned or 
reproduction stove. Many simply hide or disguise modem appliances.

A refrigerator may disappear into an “armoire”—or behind an icebox fagade. 
The dishwasher can be faced with a faux drawer front or antique lumber. A 
“hutch” attached to the wall can include electrical connections for the small 
appliances it hides. By Patricia Poore

18



APPLIANCE GARAGES IN A HUTCHBUILT-IN FRIDGE & FREEZER
More convincingly hidden than most, a very modern Liebherr 
unit disappears into a floor-to-ceiling bank of cabinets in the 
kitchen of a 1908 Tudor, Bin-style drawers below mask the 
pull-out freezer: well-chosen hardware furthers the idea. The 
old woodstove draws all the attention.

Microwave ovens, coffee makers, and blenders (and all their 
plugs) are even more distracting than one big appliance. Here 
they're hidden but readily accessible in a custom hutch built by 
Kevin Ritter of Timeless Kitchen Design. This new kitchen went
into an existing addition to an 1816 house.

THE ICEBOX DISGUISE
Here, the modern refrigerator is not hidden in a cabinet, 
but rather disguised as an icebox. The homeowner built 
the paneled fapade for a new french-door refrigerator 
with bottom freezer. Icebox hardware is antique.

REFRIGERATOR IN A DRAWER
Several appliance manufacturers offer pull-out refrig
erated drawers, which may allow the use of a smaller 
main unit. They are easy to disguise behind drawer 
faces, as in this cabinet by Crown Point,

CUSTOMIZED STORAGE
Small appliances may be kept out of sight-not in the 
pantry, but right in the kitchen. In a Craftsman-style 
island by Crown Point, a generous storage area hides 
behind a door panel disguised as drawers.

19
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BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL COLLEGE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAMS

LOW-RESIDENCY ONLINE GRADUATE 
DEGREE PROGRAM
Master of Design Studies in Historic Preservation 1=*^'
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Bachelor of Design Studies in Historic Preservation
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Courses & Certificate in Historic Preservation
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ANTIQUE] -j-he warmth and took of marble, harder and less porous than many types of granite • www.vtverde.com • 802-767-4421
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You’ve put your

HEARTNVa
' * * V

and SOULW>| I' ■ /•
,v4 Into restoring your home.■?:11

ADDING AIRCONOrnONlNG DOESN'T 
MEAN YOU MA\Ti TO TEAR IT APART.yrrj

K i--
Trusted in more than 250,000 homes, the Unico System- fits 
into older homes where conventional heating and cooling units can’t.
Its modular air handlers install easily into attics, crawl spaces or closets, 
while the small flexible supply ducts route simply above ceilings, below 
floors or through wall cavities. And by eliminating the need for unsightly 
metal ductwork, the Unico System provides quiet, draft-free comfort 
that fits beautifully with your home's aesthetics.

To learn more about adding the Unico System to your 
home, call (800) 527-0896 or visit unicosystem.com today!

4 -f.

The Unico System® Outtett ere oroflaWe in style and finishes o match on, diear.

NATIONAl. TRUST [4UNICOSYSTEM.COM (800) S37-0806Hniotr fttsf lyAttOK.
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A
Cottage 
in Concord
MANY STORIES ARE TOLD BY THIS MUCH-EVOLVED HOUSE, WHICH EEATURES 
ORIGINAL GEORGIAN PERIOD WOODWORK AS WELL AS LATER ADDITIONS. 
STORY BY PATRICIA POORE / PHOTOS BY GREG PREMRO

r 4
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This National Historic Landmark sits just 
down the street from Louisa May Alcotf s 
Orchard House and Hawthorne’s The Wayside.

It’s a house with many stories, and it looks it: Three 
centuries of additions and reconfigurations have left 
an intriguing floor plan and a complex roofline. Sited 
on the old Lexington Road, Grapevine Cottage is one of 
perhaps only 20 remaining First Period, center-chimney 
cottages in Concord. The original core of the house dates 
to ca. 1690-1706. (Another one-and-a-half-story Cape 
just like this one, but without any additions, stands in 
Concord’s historic Nashawtuc Hill neighborhood.)

Current owners Linda Merwin and Sky Lance began 
their restoration late in 2010. “We planned to restore

many elements," says Linda, “but at the same time, this 
was a modernization of the house. We wanted the entire 
house to be usable.” Many of Concord’s antique homes 
have large additions that eclipse the original structure; 
locals call it “mansionization.” Linda explains that they 
did not want to live in a big modem addition that had a 
quaint (but unused) old house attached to it.

“We’ve always been drawn to antique houses,” she 
says. “We appreciate the interiors as well as exteriors, 
because of the stories they tell. We felt strongly about 
preserving Grapevine Cottage because of its importance

24
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IN AN EXISTING ADDITION. THE FLOOR

WAS LOWERED FOR THE NEW KITCHEN,
WHICH HAS CUSTOM WALNUT COUNTER-
TOPS. OPPOSITE: A HISTORICAL MARKER

COMMEMORATES EPHRAIM WALES BULL'S
OWNERSHIP OF THE HOUSE; THIS IS WHERE

HE DEVELOPED THE CONCORD GRAPE.
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WALLPAPER
'“’like the sconces, the

Ssmail-print sprigs-and
oral wallpaper is in the

'^ColonialRevival taste.
This pattern is Lauren. =

• * from Thibaut.



WOODWORK
GLOSSARY
CORNER CUPBOARD
An icon of early American 
interior design: a built-in 
cupboard, generally with 
an upper display case over 
a storage cabinet, often 
embellished with carvings. 
CHAIR RAIL Molding that 
caps the wainscot or dado 
area, meant to protect the 
plaster wall from damage 
by chair backs.
DENTIL MOLDING A trim 
piece carved with re
petitive, small, tooth-like 
blocks, as in the top of the 
corner cupboard shown. 
FANLIGHT An elongated, 
semicircular or semi
elliptical window over a 
door or window, radiating 
in an open fan pattern. 
FLUTING Shallow grooves 
on the shaft of a Greek- 
derived column or pilaster. 
MUNTIN The wood strips 
that separate panes of 
glass Icalled lights) in a 
window sash.
PILASTER An engaged, 
rectangular column that 
only slightly projects from 
the wall, used to frame an 
opening.
TRACERY A pattern of 
interlacing lines, made of 
wood (as in the fanlight 
here), stone, or metal. 
TRANSOM A window above 
a door or window, arched 
or rectangular, fixed or 
operable.
WAINSCOT Lower por
tion of a wall clad in wood. 
Raised-panel wainscots, as 
shown here, generally date 
to after 1750.

ANTIQUE TABLE
A New Hampshire farmer made this
country table of wide boards in the
1890s. The hook for his pipe is still

under one end.
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BELOW: THE NEW KITCHEN WAS FITTED INTO THE REAR WING OF THE HOUSE (AT LEFT). BOTTOM: GEORGIAN 
WOODWORK INCLUDES THE SPECTACULAR CORNER CUPBOARD AND MANTELS. LIKE THIS ONE THAT HAS 
BEEN PAINTED WITH A QUOTATION FROM CONCORD-GRAPE DEVELOPER EPHRAIM WALES BULL.
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ORIGINAL CAPE 
. EARLY GAMBREL
• REAR WING ADDITION
• PORCH ADDITION

' KITCHEN

■i
PORCH

OEM

4-1- DINING RCXM

f-

LEFT: THE STAIRCASE FEATURES CARVED 
BARLEY-TWIST BALUSTERS. BELOW:
THE NEW BANQUETTE PICKS UP A 
WOODWORK PROFILE FROM THE HOUSE.

UVNQROCM

Just beyond the house is the hillside where Ephraim Wales Bull 
(1806-1895) cultivated the Concord grape, which he introduced to 
the Concord Horticultural Society in 1854. A trellis against the wall 
supported the original Concord grapevine; the vine currently found 
on the property is a shoot from the old root.

After Bull’s death, the property was purchased by children’s writ
er and preservationist Harriett M. Lothrop, author of the Five Little 
Peppers books (writing as Margaret Sidney). Lothrop renovated 
and added to the house at the turn of the 20th century; it is she who 
named it Grapevine Cottage. Lothrop added the inscriptions over the 
fireplaces, which she excei*pted from Bull’s journals. Over ensuing 
years, the house had a variety of owners and uses, and served as a 
teahouse, a restaurant, and a private residence.

During changes in ownership and use, the house retained its New 
England white-painted exterior. Linda Merwin says they had no 
intention of changing that now. “But with this restoration, the color 
was softened somewhat,’’ she adds. “We used Gropius White from 
Benjamin Moore. It ties the house together, and looks good in snow 
and in summer.”

in the history of Concord.”
Certainly, their work was not what’s called in England a “scrape,” 

which removes additions and elements that don’t fit the period of 
the “restoration.” Pine flooring and hardware date to the 1700s. The 
mid-i8th-century fanlight window and comer cupboard remain, as 
does a 19th-century rear wing and a 20th-century porch. That porch 
had a second story during the 1920s, later removed; a master suite 
was added above it during the recent remodeling.

Contractor Platt Builders introduced new systems: plumbing, 
electrical, HVAC. The footprint remained the same after the renova
tion. There was minimal rean anging of the floor plan downstairs, 
except for a doorway added from the kitchen into the old entry hall 
or den. Rooms upstairs were rearranged to add a hallway.

The kitchen was rebuilt on the existing footprint in the rear 
wing. But the floor had to be lowered about six inches: “Before, 
my husband’s head touched the ceiling," says Linda. The design is 
simple, not a re-creation but in keeping with the old house. A Kohler 
farmhouse sink is set into walnut countertops built by Platt Builders 
craftsmen. The “island” is an antique English monk’s bench.
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PATRIOTS AND POETSLECPY HOLLOW CEMETERY
Only 20 miles from Boston, this pretty, 
preservation-minded town at the 
confluence of the Sudbury and Assabet 
rivers is famous for its Revolutionary 
history: the Battle of Lexington and 
Concord was, of course, the initial con
flict in the War of Independence.

The town is even better known for 
its literary past. Its most prominent 
citizen in the 19th century was Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, whose advocacy, in 
part, drew novelist Nathaniel Haw
thorne and philosopher/educator 
Bronson Alcott [father of Louisa May 
Alcott, who wrote Little Women here). 
Henry David Thoreau, a native Con- 
cordian, was also part of Emerson's 
circle. The town was the cradle of the 
Transcendentalist movement, as well 
as a stop on the Underground Railroad 
and a hotbed of early feminism and 
environmentalism. All of this history 
remains evident to a visitor today.

On the Concord Trail
A pilgrimage to the historic and still-lovely 
Massachusetts town of Emerson, the Alcotts, 
Hawthorne, and Thoreau. By Patricia Poore

After he discovered Transcendentalism, 
my high-school-aged son and I went to 
Concord as literary tourists—even at the 

height of summer, it turned out to be a lovely, 
quiet trip. On the second day we arose at 5 a.m. 
to head to Walden Pond, to see it as Thoreau did, 
empty and pristine. Turns out every baby boomer 
in the county does a constitutional swim at about 
that time. Plastic caps bobbed in the water as 
we walked the wooded trail around the lake. So 
Concord is a real town, not a hyper-reality theme 
park. But if s a town that takes its history seriously.

WHERE TO STAY s
Monument Square [above) is where 
you'll find Concord’s Colonial Inn, a 
National Register landmark going back 
to 1716 and operated as a hotel since 
1889. More intimate is the Hawthorne 
Inn Bed & Breakfast, which offers 
seven guestrooms and breakfast at a 
common table. Near the Square. North 
Bridge Inn 11885] was renovated in 
the late 20th century to provide six ef
ficiency suites. Mill Brook Inn has two 
guestrooms in an 18th-century house 
with beehive ovens and a stenciled 
wood floor (and evening sherry).

£i
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SITES TO SEE
Old North Bridge (above) is 
where "the shot heard ‘round 
the world" was fired in 1775, 
triggering the Revolutionary 
War. This pedestrian bridge is a 
replica of the wood original and 
in its original location.

The Wayside (ca. 1700; closed for 
restoration until 2015) was once 
home to the Alcotts, Hawthorne, 
and author Harriett Lothrop (aka 
Margaret Sidney), who later lived 
at Grapevine Cottage nearby.
Like the North Bridge, the 
house now is part of Minute Man 
National Historical Park.

Walden Pond is a glacial kettle 
hole amidst hiking trails and 
protected land, most famous 
for being where Henry David 
Thoreau lived in nature for two 
years and wrote Walden. See a 
replica of his tiny cabin here.

THE OLD HOUSES
OLD MANSE
Patriot minister William 
Emerson built this Geor
gian house in 1770. His 
descendant Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, as well as Na
thaniel Hawthorne, lived 
and wrote here during the 
mid-19th century. Tho- 
reau's heirloom vegetable 
garden, planted in honor 
of Hawthorne's wedding, 
was recently re-created.

ORCHARD HOUSE
This old house where 
Little Women was written 
long predates the Alcotts' 
ownership and renovations, 
begun in 1857. The house 
is remarkably unchanged 
since the 1860s, including 
80 percent of the furnish
ings. The tour explores the 
house, the rigorous daily 
life of the unusual Alcott 
family, and literary history.

EMERSON HOUSE
This steadfast New England 
Federal was built in 1828 
and purchased by Ralph 
Waldo Emerson in 1835; it 
became the center of Con
cord’s literary and social life. 
The interior is as it was in 
1873, when it was renovated 
after a fire. Still owned by 
the Emerson family, the 
museum house is open to 
the public April-October.

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery is a 
sylvan, history-laden escape 
just one block from Monument 
Square. “Mourning Victot7" is a 
Civil War memorial by sculptor 
Daniel Chester French. The 
graves of Thoreau, Hawthorne, 
Emerson, the Alcotts. and 
Harriett Lothrop are in the 
section known as Author's Ridge.
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Inspire

UNMUDDLING A KITCHEN
Putting timeless design into a mansard cottage.
Text by Steve Erwin / Photos by Sandy Agrafiotis

We’re both from Baltimore, but when my wife, Patricia Caya, and I visited 
Eastport, Maine, we fell in love with the town—and bought this mansard-roofed 
Second Empire cottage built around i860. Knowing we were looking for contrac
tors who are respectful of old houses, our real-estate agent recommended Pat
rick Mealey and Joyce Jackson. They call their firm Fine Artist Made—we were 
an instant fit. The relationship proved to be wonderfully collaborative, as Joyce 
and Patrick have an aesthetic similar to ours.

Much of the house was intact, but the kitchen (and two bathrooms) had suf
fered years of remuddling. In the kitchen, plaster was long gone, and drywall was 
covered with fake wood paneling. Taking walls down to the studs made it possible 
to entirely replace plumbing and electrical systems. Ceiling accretions were re

moved, raising the ceiling height by a couple inches.
This is a cottage, never fancy, and we were pragmatic 

about the design of the kitchen. It is contemporary in 
function, though it reflects the house’s past. The 1970s 
triple window, slightly raised and centered and now 
trimmed to match, lets in plenty of light. The pine 
flooring and trim are original, dating from the 1860s.
A painted headboard wainscot suggests an 1890s up
grade. Cabinet hardware and lighting evoke the 1930s, a 
time when many Victorian-era kitchens were updated 
for the electric era. The cabinet door trim was inspired

34 STYLE • The double-bowl apron sink from Ikea has a simple farmhouse look.



mortise hinges add to the historical look.
Countertops are affordable laminate, fabricated on 

site and edged with half-round and cove moldings. 
Where there was once a wood-burning cookstove on 
the chimney wall, a propane heater had been installed. 
Although it looks ugly in the “before” pictures, it seems 
to blend into the headboard wainscot, and keeps us and 
our pets warm during the long Maine winter.

LEFT: THE CA. 1860 HOUSE IS A DIMINUTIVE MAN- 
SARD-ROOFED COTTAGE. A80VE: A COUNTERTOP 
RETURN AND BUILT-INS MAKE GOOD USE OF WHAT 
WAS ONCE AN ODD WASTE OF SPACE. OPPOSITE: THE 
HOMEOWNERS DECIDED TO KEEP THE URGE 1970s 
WINDOW FOR ITS LIGHT AND VIEW.
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Inspire
MY NEIGHBORHOOD

18TK CENTURY NEOCLASSICAL
Weathered clapboards stained a plummy brown lend 
texture to Hollister House, a large 18th-century resi
dence in the midst of a 25-acre garden run by the 
Garden Conservancy. It is open to the public on week
ends during the summer; hollisterhousegarden.org. 
(Read more about the house and gardens at old 
houseonline.com/hollister-house.)

A small, elegantly detailed house of the Federal period 
(1790) sits near the road passing through the nearby 
town of Sharon. Its owner, decorator Matthew Patrick Smyth 
discovered the Palladian window behind an interior wall 
added on what had been the stair landing.

Xitchfield is peaceful and a great 
place to write. Yet it’s close to ftpfew 

Torli and full of interesting people... 
the perfect combination of calm and 

social interaction.

COLONIAL REVIVAL
Situated on one of Litchfield's main streets, this 1876 
Colonial Revival house with Federal details is typical of 
the prosperous Large houses in this town. The current 
home of decorator and author Florence de Dampierre is 
distinguished by a bright green door.

- /author & decorator
FLORENCE DE DAMPIERRE /

Florence de Dampierre lives and works out of a tiig late 19th-century home on North Street, and loves the small-town life.36
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Country Classics / T^itchfield, Connecticut
Among the prettiest of New England towns, Litchfield, founded in 1719, 
is set in a landscape of rolling hills, endless woodlands, and early Amer
ican houses. You can almost imagine arriving by stagecoach—especially 
as this was once an important stopover between Boston and New York. 

Many i8th- and 19th-century houses stand along the streets that radiate from the 
village green, in styles from Georgian and Saltbox to Greek Revival, along with later 
classics. Nearby towns in Litchfield County—Washington, Salisbury, Kent—figure 
in American history. Today the area is home to many well-known designers, artists, 
and actors. Text by Annie Kelly / Photos by Tim Street-Porter

CENTER-CHIMNEY COLONIAL
Not far from Litchfield's town 

: center, the 1735 Daniel Lord 
farmhouse is a center-chimney 
colonial house sitting on nearly 
30 acres of land. The owners 
replaced anachronistic Victorian- 

: era windows with authentic period 
reproductions that have 12-over- 
12-light sash.

; GAMBREL FARMHOUSE
: This small center-chimney, 

gambrel-roofed farmhouse, built 
: around 1740, sits just outside the 

town of Litchfield. It was once 
shingled; the little roof dormers 
were added. The body paint is 
Tudor Brown, and the trim Cottage 
Red, both from Benjamin Moore’s 
Historic Color collection.

STONE GEORGIAN
Weatherstone is the home of 
author Carolyne Roehm and is 
featured in her books. Begun 
in 1765, the magnificent Geor
gian house was built of granite.
Its main block is a three-story, 
five-bay house with a hipped 
roof, gabled dormers, a "Chinese 
Chippendale" roof balustrade, and 
three tall chimneys.
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CeurtMy S«th Elder/ MiABa Landmarts

RISING SUN, IN / $45,000
Loaded with gingerbread, the 1867 Gothic Revival 
Rumpe House retains all its original woodwork, 
windows, and doors. Inside, highlights include 
extensive faux graining and, in the kitchen, a 
cistern-fed hand pump.

SAN ANTONIO, TX / $279,000
Located in the heart of the King William Historic District, 
this ca. 1900 cottage boasts such original details as a 
decorative gable bargeboard, two-over-two sash win
dows, and a corner fireplace.

Petite 
Packages
Many old 
houses 
start small, 
then grow 
through 
addition.
But these 
examples 
show that 
you can 
pack plenty 
of charm 
into less
than 2 000 possesses original hardwood floors, leaded glass win- 

’ dows, a neoclassical fireplace with original tile, and
square feet. a clawfoot tub.

DUNSTABLE. MA / $749,000
A quintessential Cape Cod, the ca. 1732 Nevins House was 
expanded twice in the 18th century, but still clocks in at just 
1,392 square feet. Historic features include six reconstructed 
fireplaces, a formal parlor, and unpainted original woodwork.

NASHVILLE, TN / $324,500
Built ca. 1910, this bungalow with a flared hipped roof
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NEW ORLEANS, LA / $379,000
This diminutive 1870s shotgun house has elaborate cornice brackets and arched floor-to-ceiling sash windows with matching shut
ters. Inside are working pocket doors, multiple fireplaces with cast iron covers, heart pine floors, and a plaster medallion and transom 
window in the front parlor. A brick patio in the back garden provides a relaxing oasis.

BROWSE • See more houses for sale on page 88.
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LOST ARTS: PATCHING PLASTER U SALVAGE IT56 FIELD TESTED: CORDLESS RECIP SAWS
66 DO THIS, NOT THATRevive failing plaster with this 58 QUICK MAKEOVERS: CLEANING HOUSE
68 ASK OH J60 STUFF MY DOG SCREWED UPstraightforv^fd repair process.
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/ ; iWood, marble, and the occasional metal 
counters usually appeared only in the pan
try, even in the most stylish 19th-century 
homes. When it was present, the worktop 
was usually a dry sink or a wood table, 
both of which endure as inspiration for 
the vintage-look counters we prefer today.

Stone is probably the oldest work 
surface. (Think grinding grain on stone, 
and you’ve got an idea of about how long 
it’s been in use). Soapstone and slate have 
been quarried in the Northeast for at least 
150 years and have been used as both dry 
and wet sinks for at least that long.

iSoapstone, the original lab counter- 
top, is extremely durable, nonporous, 
noncombustible, and won’t interact with 
chemicals or acids like lemon juice. Over 
time, it oxidizes from light gray or green to 
charcoal or dark green. Like other stones, 
soapstone can be polished to a shine or 
honed to a traditional matte finish.

Most imported slate is too soft for coun
tertops, but not the fine-grained schist from 
New York, Maine, and Vermont. Dense and 
nonporous, slate resists stains and etching 
from acids'like wine and fruit juices; as an 
added lienefit, it doesn't need a sealer. In
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sink—topping for an island or pantry, for instance.the early 20th century, slate laundry sinks were so common you
Tile first appeared in kitchens in the late 19th century, as thecould buy one from a plumbing catalog. It comes in beautiful colors:

‘sanitary” movement began to sweep the country. Clean white 3x6light gray to charcoal, light to dark purple, light and medium green,
subway til^ and 3” or 4" squares were standard on botli counterssoft red, plus purple-streaked greens and grays.
and backsplashes. Grout joints were kept deliberately thin, no doubtAnother traditional stone making a comeback in the kitchen is
to diminish opportunities for encroaching dirt. In the 1910s, manymarble, but because it’s porous, and stains, etches, and pits easily, it’s
counters were trimmed with bullnose caps in contrasting colors likemore appropriately used in backsplashes, as a pantry counter (as was
black and green. By the late 1920s, countertops grew colorful withcommon in the 19th century), or as an inset for rolling out dough. If
oversized hexagons in olive green, bisque, black, and pale yellow.you want the look of marble without the maintenance issues, con-

Stainless steel, nickel, and other metals have been in widespreadsider a manmade quartz blend (see “Concrete to Quartz,” page 48).
use since the 1920s (and appeared even earlier in ads in magazinesUbiquitous in kitchens for more than 20 years, granite remains
like House Beautifuf). Stainless steel was especially hot in the 1940sa versatile option because the choices, colors, and patterns are so
and ’SOS, sometimes used for cabinets, too. As the name implies, itdiverse. Many granites are nonporous, an advantage over tradi-
won’t stain, lasts practically forever, and is easy to clean.tional soapstone or marble. Light granites can stand in for marble;

It may come as a surprise, but the first laminates were patented ingrays and blacks offer the look of traditional stones with less
1909. (Formica celebrated its centemiial in 2013.) Because they weremaintenance. Hone it for a subtler look more in keeping with many
novel and expensive, laminates didn’t catch on as surfacing materi-old-house styles.
als until the 1920s (on radios) and ’30s (in diners and movie theaters).Wood has long had a presence in both kitchen and pantry: Pine,
After World War II, the market for laminate countertops exploded.maple, and oak were top choices for worktops at the turn of the
offering homeowners a dizzying array of colors and patterns. Thougli20th century, but butcher block was the most popular wood coun-
Formica stiU comes in a vast number of designs, a few mid-centurytertop. Butcher block counters or islands are formed from strips
patterns offer the most authentic choices for restoration.of hard maple or oak bonded together with the grain edge facing

Whatever work surfaces you choose for your kitchen, aim forup for stability. Many high-end wood countertops are offered with
materials that suit the style of your house and the era when it waslong-lived (and even minimal-maintenance) permanent finishes,
built. The older the house, the more sensitivity required. Luckily forbut wood intended as a cutting surface is usually finished with tung
those of us living in 20th-century homes, there’s more than enoughor minei al oil. Because wood can bum and will turn black with
diversity to go around.repeated exposure to water, it’s best used away from the stove or



S TIPS FOR
TIMELESS
COUNTERS
1 Mix and match. Choose 

wood for a dry prep or 
pantry area, marble for rolling 
out dough, and stone or a 
manmade surface for wet/ 
hot areas.

Play up the details. Finish 
counters with traditional 

edge profiles logee. bullnosel 
or—in mid-century kitchens— 
metal trim; add drainboard 
grooves to wood, stone, quartz 
blends, or even concrete.

2

Consider an integral sink 
or a backsplash made 

of the same material as the 
counter. You’ll get a sleek look 
that’s both of the moment and 
timeless—as well as easy care.

3

4 Buy locally sourced 
stone. Soapstone, slate, 

and area-specific stones 
have been mined in the 
Appalachians from Virginia to 
Maine for more than 150 years; 
limestone, marble, and granite 
are quarried in the Midwest 
lespecially Indiana). Not only 
are these materials green, they 
are historically authentic.

5 Coordinate the textural 
style and colors in the stone 

with those of cabinets, wood 
trim, and backsplashes. For 
example, pull out a darker tone 
from a light stone countertop for 
the tile backsplash and another 
for the cabinets.



COUNTER CARE
While manmade countertops require 
no special treatment to stay beautiful, 
natural materials like stone and wood 
require sealing and occasional touch- 
ups to keep looking their best.

SOAPSTONE
Treat with mineral oil monthly during the first year 
to make the oxidation uniform. When scratches ap
pear, buff them out with fine steel wool, or sandpa
per (80-grit or higher) wetted with mineral oil.

SLATE
No finish or sealer needed, but it can be treated 
with mineral or tung oil. Clean with any mild 
detergent.

GRANITE AND OTHER STONES
Seal according to fabricator's instructions and 
check every few months to make sure the sealer 
is holding up—the seal is good if water beads up 
on the surface. Clean with Low-pH (7 or less] non- 
acidic cleaners or a stone cleaner.

WOOD
Seal wood cutting surfaces with a food-safe oil, 
such as tung, mineral, or walnut; repeat when 
wood begins to look dry. Buff out abrasions and 
water stains with low-grit sandpaper. Wood not 
intended for chopping can be sealed with poly
urethane or a marine varnish; both are food-safe 
once cured.

STAINLESS STEEL
Since the surface tends to show fingerprints 
easily, clean frequently with mild soap and water. 
Remove small scratches with a nylon scouring 
pad, going with the grain of the material.

LAMINATE
Scratches and stains usually buff out with non
scratch powdered cleaners, but avoid laying hot 
pots on the surface, which can scorch or burn—de
spite “cigarette proof laminates that date to 1931!

r!

TILE
Keeping grout clean is the real challenge with 
tile counters. Use a modern stain-resistant epoxy 
grout, and clean dirt buildup with baking soda or a 
non-scratch cleanser and an old toothbrush.

I
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Ceramic tiles were a '
popular option from
the 1920-40S, like

this 6x6 example laid
on the diagonal and
trimmed with black

bullnose edging.



CONCRETE TO QUARTZ
materials. These nonporous engineered 
stones are stain-, acid-, scratch-, and 
impact-resistant. Their appearance falls 
somewhere between terrazzo and granite, 
but depending on the color and fineness 
of the stones used, an engineered stone 
can stand in for marble or limestone in 
many historically desirable colors. Quartz 
blends also are available in solid primary 
colors and terrazzo-like patterns that are 
good options for mid-century homes.

Looking for ease of care in a counter- 
top. but want something that looks like 
it belongs in the house? Consider two 
manmade materials with chameleon 
qualities: concrete or quartz blends laka 
engineered stone).

Either polished or honed, concrete is 
extremely durable, stain-proof, and won’t 
crack or chip once cured. The hand- 
finished material can be mixed into many 
different colors and textures, including

some that resemble patterned stones 
like granite and marble, or even classic 
neutrals like slate. Decorative tiles or 
shells can be embedded into the surface 
for a personalized touch, and incorporat
ing drainage grooves oran integral sink 
is a snap.

Quartz blends usually go by propri
etary names iSilestone, Caesarstone, 
Zodiaq, Cambria, etc.), but all blend about 
94 percent quartz with resins and other

ABOVE: PRACTICALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE, CONCRETE
HANDCRAFTED ON SITE CAN STAND IN FOR SOAPSTONE OR
GRANITE. EVEN IN A 1907 EDWARDIAN KITCHEN.

Engineered stones (such as
jN cMore Online Caesarstone) can be shaped
f: to pick up period details, likeLearn how kitchen islands evolved at

the rounded shelves in thisoldhouseonLine.com/kitchen-islands.
vivid green kitchen

from 1906.
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MORE CHOICES
1. Similar to soapstone or slate, 
Galaxy from Ashfield Stone is a dense 
mica schist found only in western 
Massachusetts, ashfieldstone.com

2. Soapstone has a timeless quality, especially 
when fabricated into almost seamless counters 
with matching backsplashes. This Bucks 
County Soapstone example also has an integral 
sink with drainage grooves, bcsoapstone.com

3. A favorite bar-top surface since the 
Belle Epoque, zinc—like this from The 
Copperworks—finishes to a soft gray. 
Because the surface reacts with exposure 
to water and acids, it will form spots that 
continuously evolve, thecopperworks.com

4. Red Ellipse from Formica recalls 
the 1950s highly popular tomato- 
soup red laminates, formica.com

5. Natural slate quarried in 
the Northeast is exceptionally 
durable; these counters are 
from Sheldon Slate, in business 
since 1917. sheldonslate.com

6. A custom walnut counter from 
J. Aaron features a molded profile 
edge; wooden counters can be 
treated with with long-lived marine 
varnish or sealed finishes, as 
well as (food-safe) mineral oil. 
jaaronwoodcountertops.com
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•This is your third epoxy fiU on
the same piece of wood.

use a dutchman
patch iohen...
• You're replacing up to 50

percent of the element.
• It must be drilled for screws

or milled for joinery.
• The final product must be

clear finished.
• It's important that you re

spect the original construc
tion and wood species.

use epoxy filler iohen...
•The element would be dif- |!ficult to replicate with new 

wood, such as a molded 
element that would require 
sophisticated machining or 
laborious handwork.

• The element can't be easily 
removed without taking apart 
other components (example: 
a pegged window sill].

• Around 80 to 85 percent of 
the element is still sound 
material.

repairnesitant to use tnem, i 
process. By Ray Tschoepe

Over the past 40 years, epoxy has become somewhat synonymous with architectural 
conservation. But some people are still reluctant to use epoxies in their own homes— 

not only are they are expensive (routinely costing more than $100 per gallon), but they’re 
also a little mysterious.

There’s no reason to fear epoxies. Epoxy filler, in fact, can be a cost- and labor-effective 
way to fix voids left in woodwork by rot or insect damage. Areas that are difficult to replace, 
or can’t be addressed easily by complete or partial replacement of the wood, are all good 
candidates for epoxy repairs. Here, I used epoxy to fill voids in a porch column base dete
riorated by carpenter ants, but the repair process is the same regardless of the damage.

SO



EPOXY DOS 
&DON7S

Do remove epoxy with white 
vinegar or acetone while it 
is still uncured. Cured epoxy 
is very difficult to remove.

Do try dipping your putty 
knife in rubbing alcohol 
before you drag it across 
the filler to help to smooth 
the dry paste epoxies.

STEPl
Do use epoxy consolidant 
and filler from the 
same manufacturer for 
the safest results.

Remove any paint and old caulk from the wood—this will allow you to see the full extent of the 
damage. In this case, the base had taken on an unexpected bowed shape and needed to be flattened 
before filling lolherwise, the filler would effectively "freeze" the base into that shape). Using a thin- 
kerf P/32" thick) circular saw blade. I cut a several slots in the base, then filled them with wedges of 
red cedar coated in waterproof glue. Don't put your gloved hand 

back into the container after 
mixing epoxy-you'll risk 
contaminating one container 
with the material from the 
other. If you need to make 
more epoxy, change your 
gloves to a clean pair.

STEP 2
‘ Next, coat the entire base 
I with an epoxy consolidant.
I Consolidants—thin or slow- 
I curing epoxies that surround 

the friable wood fibers with a 
hardening resin—should be 
used in conjunction with fillers 
to provide good adhesion. Let 
the consolidant cure for several 
hours before moving on to the 
next step.

Don't rush. Undermixing epoxy 
is a well-documented cause of 
failure. Mix for at least three 
minutes using your watch 
or cellphone as a timer.

Don't use epoxy when it is 
very cold (under 40° F) or 
very hot [over 90° F). Unless 
you have a lot of experience, 
curing at these extremes 
can be very unpredictable.

■ STEP 3
Once the consolidant has cured, there's another step before filling. The 
voids in this piece are not simple holes—because insects made them, 
they're an interconnected network of tunnels. If you poured a filler into 
the holes in the base, it would likely run out of the cracks and all over the 
work surface. To prevent this, you first need to dam the cracks with epoxy 
putty; you can use any of the paste-like epoxy fillers that appear on the 
market. Once you've thoroughly mixed the putty (see "How to Mix Epoxy," 
page 53), press it into the cracks and crevices along the upper surface 
and the edge of the base to seal it against leaking.

51pourable epoxy mix-this will produce a knife-grade epoxy that can fill surface defects.TIP • Save money by adding small amounts of silica to a
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IN DEPTH: EPOXIES

WHAT TYPE 
OF FILLER DO 
YOU NEED?

Simple paste fillers are 
best for clearly defined 
surface defects and 
holes, or when complex 
shaping is required, 
such as in a molding.

Variable viscosity
fillers excel where 
voids, insect tunnels, or 
cracks may exist below 
the surface.

STEP 4
Once the dams have cured, it's time to pour a thin 
liquid epoxy into the wood. This pourable filler is 
thin enough to flow into all of the unseen insect 
passages on this column base; it’s also helpful 
when filling fissured wood, which you might find 
on a weathered windowsill, for example.

Pour the liquid epoxy until all of the voids 
appear to be full. Wait for several minutes, and

you'll see depressions develop, which indicates 
that the epoxy is penetrating into the wood 
and it’s time to add a little more. Do this until 
it seems that no more can be absorbed. When 
this cures, you may find that minor depressions 
have developed. These can be filled by pouring 
more epoxy or using ordinary wood fillers to 
cover tiny holes and pits.
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STEPS
Once the epoxy has fully cured (the time is de
pendent on temperature, but it's best to leave 
it undisturbed for at least 24 hours), you can 
sand, paint, and reinstall the wood. While phe
nolic microballoons make the epoxy sandable, 
they are plastic, so machine sanding can cause 

. the paper to clog fairly quickly. Keep plenty on 
■ hand and use a lower speed. I

HOW TO MIX EPOXY

tions, in a paper cup or thick plastic container [i]. Stir the epoxy 
with a small wooden or plastic stick for a minimum of three 
minutes [2]. Then add phenolic microballoons (available from 
epoxy suppliers) to expand the epoxy without weakening it [3]. 
You can usually add microballoons in a volume equivalent to the 
mixed epoxy—for example, up to 5 cubic inches of microballoons 
for 5 cubic inches of epoxy. This will slightly thicken the epoxy, 
increase the volume, and make it easier to sand when cured.
If desired, you can slowly add silica [4] to bring the epoxy to a 
paste-like consistency.

PASTE FILLER
Paste-type epoxies require mixing two dry, paste-like components, 
usually in a i:i ratio. Wearing latex gloves, scoop half the needed 
amount from one container (part A); using your other hand, scoop 
out an equivalent sized ball from the other (part B). Knead the two 
scoops together until the color is uniform.

VARIABLE VISCOSITY FILLER
Pourable fillers require a little more patience, but they can be 
extremely versatile. Mix the components, according to instruc-

53TIP • Avoid mixing epoxy in thin plastic cups, as the heat generated can soften and collapse them.
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MATERIALS
SUPPLIES

3
□ Plaster repair 

adhesive kit
□ Patching plaster to 

use in deep holes 
that extend down to 
the lath [look for one 
specifically made for 
repairing old plaster.)

o Ready-mix joint 
compound for filling 
drill holes and cracks, 
and topping patches 
[available at many 
good hardware and 
building supply stores)

a Disposable drop 
cloths and plastic 
sheeting to protect 
adjacent surfaces

•I M

V

\ TOOLS
n Drill
□ V';" masonry bit
□ #Z Phillips driver bit
□ Shop vacuum with 

fine dust bag
□ Caulk gun
□ Putty knife
□ Joint compound 

"mud pan"
□ Plastic washers 

and drywall screws, 
for clamping

Patcliing Plaster
Plaster—common in old houses built between 1700 and 1940—is usually 
a mixture of lime putty, sand, and animal hair applied over wood lath. 

(Gypsum was later added to the mix.) Properly installed, plaster is squeezed 
through spaces between the lath to form “keys” (a kind of hook) that help keep 
it in place. Of all the problems affecting plaster, separation and cracking from 
the lath is the most common.

Today, you don't need to know how to apply three-coat 
plaster to repair cracks and holes. Repairing loose plaster 
is straightforward, and consists of two distinct tasks: 
reinforcement and cosmetic surface applications. By 
reattaching the plaster to the lath, you’re using the lath to 
bridge and stabilize the plaster. Fix the structural issues, 
and any surface treatment will last.

All plaster failure starts as small cracks, actual holes, 
or missing keys. In a well-maintained home, your plaster 
walls and ceilings should last forever. By Rory Brennan

BEFORE YOU START
Press on the plaster to see if it’s loose. On 
cracks, place one thumb on the crack, and 
use your other hand to alternate pressing 
on one side of the crack and then the other. 
Any movement felt under your thumb is 
a sign the plaster needs reinforcing. You 
also can drill a Vu" hole through the plaster 
to the Lath. Feeling a Little jump as the bit 
drills through the plaster, before it hits the 
lath, signifies a gap between the two and 
means the plaster needs to be reattached.
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Plaster is much easier to fix before it falls apart. 
Maintenance repairs are much less expensive—and 
less messy—than picking plaster up off of the floor. THE

PRO
TIP

STEP 1 STEP 2 I STEPS STEP 4

Along the crack’s length, drill 
^/i6" holes on both sides, about 
i'4" apart, in every other lath. 
(Most lath is wide, spaced 
V4" apart, and laid horizontally 
on walls.) If there are existing 
damage holes extending down 
to the lath, drill Vifi" holes 
away from the edge of the hole, 
around the perimeter—one in 
every lath. Next, vacuum out 
the holes you drilled. You now 
should have clear access to 
the space between the plaster 
and lath.

Spray the conditioner from the 
adhesive plaster repair kit into 
each hole and on any exposed 
lath [2a]; it will soak into plas
ter and lath, preparing them to 
bond to the adhesive. Use the 
caulk gun to squeeze up to one 
handle-pull of adhesive into 
each hole [2b].

Use the plastic washers and 
screws to clamp the plaster 
into “soft contact” with the 
lath—pulling the plaster to just 
touch the lath, while leaving 
room for the adhesive to flex. In 
24 hours, after the adhesive has 
cured, remove the clamps. The 
plaster is now stable, bridged 
subsurface with the lath, and 
will not re-crack.

Using patching plaster, fill the 
deep holes down to the lath 
[4a], then scrape the patch
ing plaster with a putty knife, 
leveling it with the edges of the 
hole. Skim plaster over the drill 
holes and patch with three very 
thin layers of joint compound 
(you should still be able to see 
the plaster surface through 
it), scraping ridges and bumps 
between the layers. Scrape the 
compound one last time with 
a putty knife [4b], then wipe 
it down with a damp sponge, 
and wait for the surface to dry 
before priming and painting.

c^ore Online
m
^ Get 6 more tips for successful plaster 

patching at oldhouseonline.com.
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FIELD TESTED See Mark's picks for other essential saws for 
DIYers at oldhouseonline.com/best-saws.

TESTED
%

_  AHD —^PPROVED

EST.1973

Cordless Recip Saws By Mark Clement

In the grip of a strong-handed professional, a reciprocating 
saw is mainly associated with one thing: demolition. But 

in the hands of a strong-minded pro, one who knows that old 
houses are most effectively worked on by picking them apart, not 
bashing them to pieces, a recip saw can be a surgical instrument. 
Used to cut nails between studs, remove rotted window frames, 
or plunge into that unfortunate 1980s countertop in your i88os 
farmhouse, they can help reveal the treasure buried beneath.

They’re also a go-to tool for DIY and weekend work, especially 
with the powerhouse battery technology that’s finding its way 
into increasingly affordable tools. While you may never cut

out a structural framing member in your home, you might 
need to remove a tree branch that breaks in a storm, cut out a 
rotted porch ceiling, or take I970s-era wall paneling out of the 
basement.

I look for two main elements when buying a new recip saw: 
a blade clamp that works and a saw with some mass. Because 
blades can get first-degree-bum hot, an easy-to-reach lever or 
blade release that doesn’t require reaching inside the blade shoe 
will save your fingers during blade changes. And the more you 
plan to use it, the more meat and muscle you’ll want in a recip 
saw. Lightweight tools are designed for occasional use.

o

To operate a recip saw effectively and 
safely, your body needs to be in the right 
position. Square your shoulders as much 
as possible and get the forearm of your 
trigger hand in line with the tool body while 
holding your elbow at a 90-degree angle.

To get control of the saw's reciprocating 
motion, get a tight grip and firmly press the 
shoe into the work for the duration of the 
cut. The piece being cut—whether flimsy 
metal or a beefy fence post—acts as a sort 
of fulcrum that enables cutting.

Changing blades on a recip saw shouldn’t 
be complicated or a struggle. Blade- 
change devices should be simple to 
operate (especially with gloves on), 
releasing the blade with a minimum of 
fiddling and fumbling.
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Brace Yourself
The out-and-back stroke of a recip saw is ideal for sawing through things 
that don’t want to be sawn through. At the same time, if you don’t have 
control of the saw, nothing is going to get cut. Start by getting a good grip on 
the saw and putting your body in position to control it. Press the shoe (the 
steel plate the blade passes through) firmly against the work. If either moves 
too much, you’ll know right away. Let the waste piece fall away unobstructed- 
trying to catch it or holding the end up somehow can result in a pinched blade or 
compromised balance if you’re on a ladder. -Mark clement. Host ofMyFixitupLife

THE
PRO
TIP

r

Head to Head
FROM POWER PERFORMERS TO STRIPPED-DOWN VERSIONS FOR BEGINNERS. THE SAWS WE TESTED HAD SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

RIDGID18V X4
The X4 got high marks for its many special features, especially the optional 
orbital action that "turns demolition work into child's play, but can be 
turned off when you need to be more precise," said DIYer Juan Aviles.
Other details garnering raves included the tilting shoe, grippy rubber body, 
and a separate work-light switch just under the trigger. A nose-heavy 
design and noise ("a high-pitched whine") were the only black marks.

Get It: $199, ridgid.com

MILWAUKEE 18V SAWZALL
The relative heft of the newest 
Sawzall was both a blessing 
and a curse: On the plus side, 
it dampened vibrations and 
helped prevent recoil. But most 
testers felt this heavy-duty 
workhorse was too much saw 
for the weekend warrior. How
ever. features like easy blade 
changes TThe best I've experi
enced thus far," said contractor 
Andy Doyle), a fold-away hook, 
and a responsive trigger make 
it a winner for anyone doing 
regular demo work.

RY0BI18V0NE+ @PORTER-CABLE 2GV TIGER SAW
The lightest-weight saw of the bunch, the Tiger 
Saw surprised testers by delivering as much 
cutting power as its heftier counterparts. The 
weight reduction means more vibration, how
ever. and special features like a work light and 
adjustable shoe are nonexistent. But for those 
who don't need all the bells and whistles, "it's a 
good, basic, bare-bones recip saw," concluded 
tester Jude Herr.

A lightweight, budget-minded option for casual 
users, the Ryobi saw's compact profile made it a 
good choice for work in tight spaces. Its special 
features were a bit of a mixed bag: Our testers 
praised the anti-vibration handle and variable- 
speed trigger, but they weren't crazy about 
the shoe adjustment (which relies on an Allen 
wrench attached to the tool) and awkwardly 
placed lockout switch.

Get It: $170*, portercable.com Get It: $110*, ryobitools.com Get It: $299, milwaukeetool.com

DEWALT 20V MAX
Our testers almost unanimously praised the DeWalt saw's unique four-position blade clamp, which made 
it easier to get into tight areas. "It made for very comfortable hand positions no matter what the job was." 
said Aviles. The just-right weight and variable-speed trigger won raves for facilitating smooth cuts; gripes 
included the lack of an LED work light and a recessed blade collet that tended to collect debris.

Get It: $249. dewalt.com
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Clean House the Old-Fashioned Way
Tried-and-true techniques for making your house sparkle.

Victorian homeowners thought dust car
ried germs and disease, so they aimed to 
eradicate it from virtually every surface of 
the house. Thus, dust comers were bom. 
This simple invention—a triangular piece 
of metal, often with decorative designs— 
was commonly nailed into the comers of 
stair treads, keeping dust out of those tiny 
crevices and making it easier to keep the 
house tidy. Today’s Victorian homes can get 
a cleaning boost, as well as a little vintage 
charm, through their installation.

Add dust 
corners

DUST CORNERS IN LACQUERED 
BRASS. ANTIQUE BRASS. AND 
SATIN NICKEL FINISHES FROM 
VAN DYKE S RESTORERS

Refresh rugs
Before the invention of vacuum cleaners, folks would regularly 
beat their rugs to rid them of dust and debris. This technique—best 
performed on a sunny day—remains the best way to deep-clean rugs.

1 STEP 1

Sprinkle baking soda in a thin layer over the en
tire surface of your rug, and let it sit for an hour 
or two. Next, look for a place outside where you 
can hang your rug.- a tree branch, a laundry line 
pole, a sturdy fence, etc. Make sure whatever you 
choose is tall enough to keep most of the rug off 
the ground, and strong enough to hold it in place.

STEP 2
Roll your rug up and move it outdoors, hanging 
it so it's almost entirely off of the ground. Then, 
take a rug beater—either an actual whisked 

I rug beater or a broom, baseball bat, sturdy tree 
branch, etc.—and thoroughly smack the rug from 
all angles, on both sides. Repeat until no dust 
is released when you hit the rug. After you've 

I cleaned both sides, rearrange the rug so you 
have access to the middle portion as well. Leave 
the rug in place to air out for a few hours (or 
most of the day) before returning it to the house.
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Scrub down 
the stove

It’s inevitable that, with 
regular use, your stove 

will get covered in grease. Dish- 
soap wipedowns can’t remove 
all of the accumulated grime, 
and eventually—about once a 
year or so—you should under
take a heavy-duty scrubbing 
of your stove. The following 
process works on both nickel- 
plated and porcelain-coated 
stoves and parts. Start by pro
curing some common cleaning 
elements: a 3M blue scrubber 
(you can use the green ones on 
porcelain, but not nickel-plated 
finishes); a small, soft brass 
brush; and a cleaner good at 
degreasing—Dave Erickson 
of Erickson’s Antique Stoves 
recommends Simple Green.

STEPl STEP 2
Remove the grilles and burner covers, and submerge them in a five-gallon 
plastic tub with three parts Simple Green and one part water. (If you have an 
electric stove, only soak the drip pans, not the burners.] Burner covers that 
are heavily coated in grease can first be placed on the sidewalk and sprayed 
with oven cleaner before going into the soaking tub (allow the oven cleaner 
a couple of hours to do its job). Next, cover up the adjoining floor with a 
dropcloth or newspapers. Then, wearing gloves and working in a ventilated 
room, completely spray down the stovetop with the Simple Green. Let it sit 
for 20 minutes or so, then use the scrubber to gently remove the accumu
lated muck. After you have loosened some material, rinse with clean, warm 
water. Repeat the process until all the gunk is gone. On porcelain, you also 
can gently scrape using a sharp 1" razor blade.

After an overnight soak, the grilles and burner covers [or drip pans] are 
ready for a scrubdown, too. These can be scrubbed with the wire brush.
Oven interiors should be tackled with a standard oven cleaner; always follow 
manufacturer’s directions.

Once the parts are clean, make sure 
to completely dry the burner cov
ers—lay them in the sun for a few 
hours, or put them in a 250-degree 
oven for an hour. Then, season them 
to help keep food residue from accu
mulating in the future: Lightly spray 
with olive oil Pam (not the vegetable 
oil version], then rub with a rag. The 
oil also will make them black and 
shiny. After replacing the covers, if 
the flame fires unevenly, check for 
an obstructed hole. Straighten out a 
paper clip, and gently insert its end 
into the holes around the burner; the 
flame should bounce right back.

59TIP • Regardless of your cleaner, wear gloves and ventilate the space.
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STUFF 1)06 SCREWED UP

44 We arrived home to find our puppy gnawing I
THE FIXon the staircase! We checked with furniture restorer Dennis 
Bertucci, who has more than 30 years of 
experience working with wood finishes. FTe 
recommended two repair methods for the 
different types of damage:

"Let’s start with the easy one first. Light 
scratches can be blended in color using ei
ther a touchup marker or stain applied with 
a Q-tip or a fine artist’s brush. You should 
choose a stain or marker color that’s close 
to the undamaged wood color, like maple or 
light oak. Too dark a touchup color, such as 
walnut, will be more noticeable.

"The area where the wood has been 
chewed away should be lightly sanded us
ing 150- to 180-grit sandpaper to remove 
the loose wood fibers. You can then fill 
the holes with a water-based wood putty, 
applying it until it’s built up slightly higher 
than the undamaged wood. Let it dry thor
oughly, and sand with 180-grit sandpaper 
until it’s flush with the surrounding wood. 
On this type of wood, you should use a 
natural (light) colored putty. It may end up 
being lighter than the undamaged wood 
after it dries and is sanded, but it’s much 
easier to blend the color of filler going 
from lighter to darker.

’’If you need to darken the filler, here’s 
a trick to help get a good match. Take a pa
per towel or cloth moistened with mineral 
spirits or paint thinner, and rub it across 
the repair, which simulates what the wood 
and putty would look like if the repair area 
were just top-coated in a clear finish. This 
"indicator" will help guide you in darken
ing the filler to just the right shade. Let the 
mineral spirits dry for a few minutes, then 
use either the touchup markers or stain 
and an artist’s brush to blend the color of 
the filler. After drying, the repair needs to 
be top-coated with a clear, solvent-based 
polyurethane. Once the topcoat has dried, 
you may notice that it’s shinier than the 
rest of the tread. A light rubbing with 
#0000 steel wool will blend the sheen."

My husband and I fell in love with our 1920 Colonial Revival house at 
first sight, so we were horrified when we arrived home one night to find 

our new puppy gnawing the bottom tread of the grand center staircase. Teeth 
marks stretched across several inches, and a couple of white dips were visible 
where she had removed chunks of the finely patinated finish to expose raw 
wood. While we’ve since discovered that a sprinkling of cayenne pepper keeps 
our teething pup at bay, we have no idea how to fix the damage to the unusual 
and expensive maple tread. -Kalliope Konjas

Share Your Story!
What have you. your spouse, pet, contractor, previous owner (you get the 
picture) screwed up? Email us at ohjeditorial@aimmedia.com.
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Classic Gutter Systems, L.L.C.
Artistry, charm and elegance

TmSTV°P.TH STUDIES 
VALLPAPtP.

“Old World" style heavy-duty 
copper, aluminum and 
^alvalume half round |ulters
■ Up to 26' shipped nationally
■ 26 styles of cast fascia brackets
■ Roof mount options availablePhone 269.665.2700 . Fax 269.665.1234

www.classicgutters.com
TCircle 032 on Free Information Card

0

Slate The Incredible GREEN Building Material 
For Restoring The Whole House, Inside & Out 

Kitchens ■ Baths ■ Flooring > Roofing ■ Landscaping
/

TML BEAC^N.SF1E.LD
CFA V^^YSLV

«•

VVVTmSTV^^PtTtiC^M 
595 7^6 1547 7

rl VTCircle 030 on Free Information Card

PRESEmilON 
Products, inc. . *1
Protcclinj; America’s heritage, 
one landmark al a time.

fl

li
1

t

Acrymax* Coatings are dependable, 
durable, high performance coatings. They 

offer proven solutions for protecting 
and weatherproofing buildings of all types.

h'.l

Natural earth colors: Green, Gray, Black, Purple, Red ■ Antibacterial ■ Stain resistant 
■ Noncombustibie ■ Honed to a satin smooth finish, unlike any other stone.

Metal Roof Restoration 
Recover Low-slope Roofs 
Masonry Wall Coatings 

Protective Coatings
Quarried in the U.S.A. • Middle Granville, NY 12849; 518-642*1280 • Monson, HE 04464; 207-997-3615

SheldonSlate.com1-800-553-0523
www.preservatioDproducts.com
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Ugly ♦

New Hampshire 
Old House & Barn ExpositioniV'l

More than 60 exhibitors of old 
house products and services

Hourly "how to" lectures 
New Topics • Live Demonstrations

I

For discounted admission, 
preservation pin-ups submissions, 

& info on exhibitors, visit 
www.nhpreservation.orgP Upgrade to

OverBoards!I Saturday & Sunday 
March 15-16, 2014 

Center of N.H. Radisson Hotel 
Manchester, NH

OverBoards are high-quality classic upgrades for radiant baseboards. 
Foundry-crafted of solid cast aluminum/ OverBoards install easily over 
your existing baseboards, and complement 
your home's classic architectural details.

Presented by the
New Hampshire Preservation Alliance

Classic Upgrades for Baseboard Heat

Call 1-877-466-8372 or visit us at wwv/.Go-OverBoard.com

Circle 013 on Free Information Cardv

REAL WOOD for 
, __ REAL RESTORATION & 

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Old House. Our new website isan education!

presents

Concept Additions Quartersawn 
Clapboard Siding & 
Building Materials 
Including Heart Pine 

and Hardwood Flooring
This dynamic, interactive 
site offers users:

Quartersawing produces a 
vertical grain clapboard:
• Twists and warps less
• Wears more evenly
• Bonds paint and stain better 

^ AlsoJeaturing...
Cabots Factory Finish™

J Exterior Pre-Finish for ail 
^ types of wood siding, 
jff Allows priming or finishing 
B prior to installation 
I witli 15 year warranty:

• Crack, peel and flake resistant
• Washable
• Non yellowing
• No chalk washdown
• Paint film will not erode 

Call, write orftixfor
free Brochure 

Tel: 802-767-4747 
Fax:802-767-3107 

woodsidiog^^'madrh’cr.cofn 
«ww.woodsiding.com

t':

IRIOR RENDERINGS 
» ‘»H0T0-REALISTIC 

?00M VIEWS 
» ^TICLE DOWNLOADS 
vHNFORMATIVE VIDEOS 
»«"NUS SLIDESHOWS 

■LCIFIC PRODUCTS 
» - SOURCES & LINKS

» ' >•

y

»

in conjunction with the 40th anniversary of Old House Journal, we're 
launching a virtual design site: OHJ Concept Additions, The editors 

have partnered with respected architects to showcase additions to basic 
house forms, their styles running from Federal to bungalow. Granville 

Manufacturing
Company
Established IS57 

POBo.vJ5 
Granville S'T057470HJADD1TI0NS.COM
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Tin Ceiling ) (press.com
Highest Quality Products at the lowest Prices.

r 1*.

f ,

f.-

We are the world's number one online 
retailer of decorative tin ceilings and wall tiles.

We take pride in our ability to offer our 
customers top quality tin ceiling panels, cornices, 

and accessories with no frills & no gimmicks!

TinCeilingXpress.com
tinceilings@gmail.com I 800-570-0592

▼Circle 006 on Free Information Card

Helping People Build Beautiful 
Country Places Since sgj4l20 THE

TH
IPHILADELPHIAANNUAL

INVITATIONAL
FURNITURE SHOW
AT THE 23RD STREET ARMORY

April 4 - 6, 2014
SHOWCASING EXCEPTIONAL ARTISAN QUALITY FURNITURE
AND FURNISHINGS IN AN INTIMATE SALON ENVIRONMENT

Friday, April 4 6 pm-9 pm
Preview Party Benefitting the
Philadelphia Art Alliance:

OF ART YOU20Saturday, April 5 10 am - 7 pm
CAN LIVE WITHSunday, April 6 10 am - 5 pm YEARS

$12 advanced purchase on our website
$15 at the door
$20 Saturday/Sunday Pass www.PhilalFS.com

215.387.8590 Seewebsite for detailsReceive SI off one admission with ad.
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how to make it
1. CHOOSE A PIECE OF FURNITURE
Your options are virtually limitless: desk, 
dresser, buffet, sofa table, or even some
thing quirky like an old seed counter or 
printer’s table. But keep the dimensions 
in mind; You'll want between 3' and AVz 
of space on every side of the island—this 
will keep the counter within easy reach 
without impeding traffic flow.

»

WIRE BRUSH ATTACHMENT
Make light work of remov
ing flaking paint or rust 
buildup with a wire brush 
that attaches to your 
reciprocating saw. $7, 
spyderproducts.com

2. PAINT IT TO MATCH
This step is optional if you already like 
the way your furniture piece looks in your 
kitchen. In Lesli’s case, she wanted a 
soothing blue to provide a gentle contrast 
to her white cabinets, so she sanded the 
desk with a detail sander and applied 
two coats of Benjamin Moore’s Gossa
mer Blue in a semi-gloss finish, sanding 
lightly between coats and topping it with 
a clear satin varnish. She also replaced 
the hardware with Restoration Hardware 
pulls that fit the existing holes.

3. ADJUST THE HEIGHT
An island should be roughly the same 
height as your counters (36" is standard), 
so if your furniture piece is shorter, 
you'll need to make up the difference 
by adding extra material on the bottom. 
Because Lesli wanted the ability to move 
her island around the room, she added 
lockable casters to raise the height of 
the desk from 31" to 34". (For station
ary islands, bun feet will work, too.) She 
drilled a pilot hole in each leg of the desk, 
screwed in threaded brass inserts, and 
then screwed in the casters.

DESK TURNED 
KITCHEN ISLAND

CLEAR REPAIR TAPE
Keep your MacGyver- 
esque duct tape patch 
jobs under wraps with 
this clear tape that holds 
super-tight. $7. gorilla 
glue.com

In kitchens where counter space is at a 
premium, an island can be a lifesaver. 

And it’s not without historical precedent- 
central worktables appeared in kitchens 
starting in the 19th century. (Find out more 
at oldhouseonline.com/kitchen-islands.)
If your kitchen’s small dimensions (and an 
even smaller budget) preclude a hefty built- 
in island, you can create your own from a 
salvaged piece of furniture. Here, blogger Lesli 
DeVito shares how she transformed an old 
school desk into a serviceable kitchen island 
for her 1880s farmhouse.

4. ADD A COUNTERTOP
This will give you an easy-to-clean work 
surface and help the island feel like a 
cohesive part of the kitchen. Lesli selected 
a laminate countertop to match the ones 
in the rest of her kitchen. Measure the top 
of the piece, then give those dimensions to 
a countertop supplier to have a countertop 
cut to size. To attach her countertop, Lesli 
removed the desk’s existing top from its 
brackets, and screwed the countertop 
into them. (Another option: Use construc
tion adhesive to attach the new material 
directly over the old top.)

AUTO

06^ AJ,

POWER CUTTER
Easily slice through layers 
of old carpet or neatly 
trim edges on linoleum 
tile with Skil’s lightweight, 
battery-powered cutter. 
$40, homedepot.com

Twe COST
$90

PAINT/V4RNISU
tASTCRS/XNaSRTS

NRW HArdWAftE

S20
*50

*40
"tifiM- •. ArMtnU
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS LIFETIME WARRANTY
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

FACTORY DIRECT SAVINGS SUPER COUPON!How does Harbor Freight sell great quality 
tools at the lowest prices? We buy direct 
from the same factories who supply the 
expensive brands and pass the savings 
on to you. It’s just that simple! Come in 
and see for yourself why over 25 million 
satisfied customers and leading automotive 
and consumer magazines keep talking 
about our great quality and unbeatable 
prices. Visit one of our 475 Stores 
Nationwide and use this 25% Off Coupon 
on one of over 7,000 products*, plus pick 
up a Free 1” x 25 Ft. Tape Measure, a 
$5.99 value.
• We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price

Within 1 Year Of Purchase
• No Hassle Return Policy
• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
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T^estore
DO THIS. NOT THAT

Cutting Floor Joists
Many of us live in houses built before electrical wiring, indoor plumbing 
vents, and radiators. As these “mechanicals” were added through the years, 
their installation often was hidden away in walls and floors, sharing space 
with the structural members of the building. If these retrofits aren’t carried 
out properly, they can compromise the structural integrity of joists, putting 
your entire house at risk. By Ray Tschoepe

Klorcrt Tcx>I
I

4‘ > t/■

I

Hoes t:»LLeci l£55> -tvwJ 

T>^5b4E.
OF-ME-0a5sT'

Tco

1
I

U)dJ<rEC>I

! TKtce-AhreR. QfsMvfL.

I ■

)

■Bt-eiAJTE 
La<^£ DiAMe-rtK-

WRONG WAY RIGHT WAY

Improper cuts into structural beams can cause them to 
crack and fail. Common mistakes include cutting holes too 
large or too deep, and drilling holes too close to the edges 
of beams. Putting holes within 2" of the edges will weaken 
beams. Another common problem: failing to reroute wiring 
and plumbing that requires passage through a number 
of joists, particularly if the plumbing would create large 
holes. I always advocate rerouting drainage pipes, since 
they head downhill and eventually will come too close to 
the edge of the joist.

Several rules of thumb show up in almost every building code, which 
provides guidelines that regulate cutting solid wood joists in a way 
that minimizes the effect on the overall load-carrying capacity of each 
beam. You can notch joists to conceal plumbing and wiring under 
floors or above ceilings, but make sure that you never notch in the 
middle third of a joist. When you do cut a notch, be sure that it is no 
wider than a third and no deeper than a sixth of the beam’s depth. For 
example, if your floor joist measures 9" deep, a notch should be no 
larger than 3" wide and IV2" deep. Finally, drill any holes close to the 
center axis of the joist.

TIP • Examine your joists; if there appear to be codeviolations, find a qualified professional to remediate.
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NU-WAL.

RESTORATION SYSTEM
MAKE WALLS & CEILINGS LOOK LIKE NEW AGAIN!

V

^STIME tested

► FOR OVER

35 YEARS

LEAD ENCAPSUUTiON

ONE DAY APPLICATION

NO TRIM REMOVAL

NO PLASTER REMOVAL

Boone, IA 
800-247-3932

NU-WAL .COM 

SPECIFICATION CHEMICALS
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Whsdow Shades

Our specially Is manulacturing 
authentic Victorian 

window shades with a variety 
ol materials and styles.

914 Ceniral Avenue I Alameda, CA 94301

www.shadeshop.com
lolllree 877-522-0633
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T\estore 1{ave a Question?

ASKOLD HOUSE JOURNAL Ask Patricia at ppoore@aimmedia.com.

At the Arizona Capitol Museum, we are 
constantly asked about the combination gas/ 
electric sconces and chandeliers in our 1900 
building. We’ve been told they provided more 
light, electricity wasn’t as dependable as 
gas, even that electricity was thought to be a 
passing fad. Do you have a definitive answer?
—Patrick Lutz, Arizona Capitol Museum, Phoenix, Arizona

COMBINATION GAS/ELECTRIC FIX
TURES WERE ONCE COMMON. THIS 
ONE SURVIVES IN AN 1891 QUEEN 
ANNE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. I have read these same claims in various books 

and heard them in museum tours from New 
York to Pasadena: that houses were already 
piped for gas, that electricity at first was ex
tremely unreliable (and people were even 
worried about “radiation,” or at least worried 
that the brighter light could damage the eyes). 
Because your staff is providing this informa
tion to the public, I looked for credible original 
sources to cite.

Books in my library agree about the slow adop
tion of electrical lighting. Even more to the point 
are references I found online from The American 
Gas Light Journal of October 9,1916, and original 
sources quoted in The Springfield Gas Machine: 
Illuminating Industry and Leisure, 1860S-1920S, 

by Donald W. Linebaugh (Univ. of Tenn., 2012).

Combination fixtures (called “inartistic” by some 
at the time) often were recommended.

I conclude that there were real dangers in early 
electricity—mostly from fire due to poorly insu
lated wiring; that early electricity was unreliable, 
as the infrastructure was not yet in place; that the 
gas mantle (incandescent gaslight) was a break
through that brought the quality of gaslight up 
to that of electricity. Thus the pendulum swung 
several times between the 1860s and the 1920s.

Then there was the marketing war, with claims 
true and bizarre on both sides. Gas companies 
claimed that burning gaslight “sterilized” the air 
and made it healthier, for example.

In my own opinion, the adoption of dual or 
combination fixtures also may point to the era’s 
preoccupation with technologies.

Patricia Poore is
Editor Emeritus of 
Old House Journal.

44 For an antique Eastlake double bed, I need to find 
attractive, old-fashioned, heavy-duty casters. The 
pretty ones don’t come close to my load requirement 
of 150 pounds each (600 pounds total).
—Alice Slingerland, Delmar, New Tork

My first thought was that you’re looking for piano casters, but a 
quick search turned up models with modem rubber wheels and 
steel housings; even the brass ones looked industrial. I asked Scott 
O’Brien at Whitechapel Ltd., a manufacturer of fine vintage-style 
hardware. Their catalog shows pretty ball-type, rolling casters 
with sleeves for the bedposts. Scott answered that, in fact, you need 
grand-piano casters, along with cups underneath (so the casters 
don’t dent the flooring). He suggests their large brass piano caster, 
shown at left (opening 2W square, rise 2%”, wheel diameter 
li^"). They are available in antique or polished brass for $118 each: 
whitechapel-ltd.com.

WEBER'S LDUISXIV ART 
GRAND. DESIGNED BY 
W.P.STYMUSJR.
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APPLY NOW
saic.edu/graddpp

GRADUATE ADMISSIONS
800.^3^.7^4a I 3ia.629.6100
gradmiss@saic.edu

SAIC School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago

match wits with the editorsWe want your input as we “renovate” the magazine. Match wits with our 
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Wallpaper Wisdom

CHOOSING THE RIGHT WALLPAPER IS EASY WITH A LITTLE HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING.

"By Brian Coleman
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NATURAL THEMES ABOUND IN EVERY STYLE. 
CLOCKWISE: COLONIAL REVIVAL LINCRUSTA, I 
GIN'S DIAPER-PATTERNED TRIAD. BRADBURY 
ARTS & CRAFTS ARCADIA BORDER. AND MASC 
& WOLF'S AESTHETIC SWEET WILLIAM. PREVI 
QUS PAGE: ART NOUVEAU WALLPAPER FROM 
SWITZERLAND (NOW DISCONTINUED) DRESSE 
UP A TINY BEDROOM.

Arts & Crafts
Walls in the Arts & Crafts 
era were the opposite 
of heavily patterned and 
overlaid Victorian room 
treatments. Instead, 
papers bore simplified, 
honest representations of 
designs found in nature; 
floiYers. leaves, trees, and 
animals, which were rep
resented in muted tertiary 
colors and accompanied 
by a single frieze.

L-

h

The Tertiary 
Wheel

Wallpaper has been around for a couple of millennia.
The Chinese decorated interiors with painted sheets of rice paper around 200 B.C.; painted canvas was 
used during the Middle Ages as a substitute for more costly tapestries on castle walls; and handmade, 
wood-block prints glued to linen and attached to walls in Elizabethan England offered protection from 
damp and smoke. But it wasn’t until the English invented a roller machine for printing wallpaper in 
1839—ji^st a few years after their repeal of a wallpaper tax—that paper became affordable to the middle 
class. For the next century, walls and ceilings were covered with papers in both England and the 
United States.

Machine-printed papers soon dominated the market as costs fell and advances in registration and 
printing improved their quality, but block-printed papers remained the finest for their individual colors 
and handcrafted uniqueness of design. The discovery of aniline dyes in 1856 greatly increased the color 
choices available as well (and they were much healthier than arsenic- and white-lead-based papers).

If your home was built between 1870 and the early part of the 20th century, your wallpaper options

The Arts & Crafts ter
tiary color wheel blends 
primary and secondary 
colors with their adjacen
cies for uniquely soft, 
muted shades. Patterns 
often combined colors 
found across the wheel, 
like reddish-orange with 
green, or gold with blue.
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Victorian
Treatments
Rooms were elaborately 
papered in the Victorian 
era, divided into sections, 
each of which had its own 
ornament and patterning. 
Atypical high-end late 
19th-century room could 
have multiple elements, 
as with this Dresser 
roomset from Bradbury & 
Bradbury.

1. CORNER BLOCK
Decorative blocks set at 
ceiling corners, used to 
anchor the overall design.

2. BORDER Bands 
between the enrichment 
and the fill Isome ceilings 
would have had several 
complementary bands).

3. FILL The wall or ceil
ing's central paper, often 
in the lightest colorway.

4. FRIEZE The area 
between the wall fill and 
the cornice.

5. ENRICHMENT Usually 
a darker and more heavily 
patterned paper between 
the border and the fill.

6. CORNER FAN Some
times used to soften ceiling 
corners inside the fill

7. OAOOAlowerwall 
division, used to define 
the base of the walls.

8. ROSETTE Ornamenta
tion in the center of the 
ceiling, usually around the 
chandelier, that was the 
focal point for the overall 
design. Maybe plaster (as 
here) or paper.
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19th-Century
Romantics
If you own a home built 
between lB20and 1860. 
think classically inspired 
design: 18th-centuiy 
rococo swirls and natural
istic, almost three-dimen
sional flowers (cabbage 
roses were a favorite), 
often in vivid greens, 
pinks, maroons, and reds, 
were in vogue. Those rich 
colors weren’t as garish 
as you might think, as 
rooms were darker, lit 
by flickering gas jets. 
Gothic patterns (pointed 
arches and trefoils, Tudor 
roses and heraldic lions) 
also were popular during 
this period, with writers 
such as Sir Walter Scott 
championing the romance 
of the Middle Ages.
Gothic papers often had 
an ecclesiastical palette: 
Primary reds, blues, and 
golds were a favorite com
bination of A.W.N. Pugin, 
the champion of "morally 
correct" Gothic design.

Hallways and passages were meant to be neutral, even somber, so 
as not to compete with more ornate parlors and dlnbig rooms. Here, 
trompe-l’oeil marble and stonework patterns were recommended, 
or perhaps Lincrusta to impersonate tooled leather. Public rooms 
pulled out all the stops, with every surface from the ceiling down 
layered with pattern and design in a show of the homeowner’s edu
cation and good taste. Bedrooms, baths, and even the nui^ery also 
were adorned with decoratively patterned papers.

Analogous colors such as amethyst purple and sapphire blue, or 
contrasting hues such as hunter green and madder red, would be 
“pleasingly combined.” Tertiary colors (combined hues producing 
softer, more subtle tones) also were popular—an olive green paper 
accented with burgundy and gold, or perhaps a dash of peacock blue 
fashionably highlighted with terracotta on the woodwork and trim. 
(The darker colors were not only handsome but practical, too, for

are vast. Designs were a mix of styles, with tastemakers such as 
Owen Jones (whose influential Grammar of Ornament is reprinted 
today) emphasizing historic authenticity with stylized patterns that 
often featured Islamic or Moorish motifs. After Commodore Perry’s 
expedition to Japan in 1853 opened the wonders of the Far East to 
the Western world, “Anglo-Japanese” style was in vogue, and for 
the next several decades walls were covered with stylized fans and 
crescent moons, owls and bats. The Aesthetic Movement made 
design a national crusade, and “Art for Art’s Sake” became the motto 
from California to New York. The period’s decorating bible, Charles 
Eastlake’s Hints on Household Taste, advised homeowners to divide 
wails into three sections for more visually appealing rooms: dados 
on the lower half, fills in the middle, and friezes or borders on top. 
(See “Divided Walls,” page 78.)

A room’s location determined the colors and types of papers used.
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ARTS & CRAFTS VICTORIAN COLONIAL REVIVAL

Divided Walls
During the latter part of the 19th century, dividing walls into horizontal bands became a fashion statement. It drew attention to a home's architectural features, and added inter
est and energy to more formal public spaces. The carefully orchestrated treatment would appear in the most visited rooms-dining rooms and parlors, for example. It would be 
uncommon in bedrooms, except perhaps in a very formal high-end Victorian. Divided walls would continue, and change, into the 1930s.

This three-part treatment varied by architectural style. Arts & Crafts houses often had a high paneled wainscot topped by a frieze and possibly a plate or picture rail. In 
Victorian houses, a combination of papers could be used to fill in for more expensive woodwork-a paper dado topped with a border, for example, instead of wainscoting and a 
chair rail. Colonial Revival homes often had wainscoting and a chair rail topped with a wide expanse of fill.

hiding dirt and scuff marks).
Papers would have been plainer in a Craftsman home or a bun

galow built between 1900 and 1925. William Morris, the founder 
of the Arts & Crafts movement in England, and Gustav Stickley, 
chief proponent of the American Craftsman style, both championed 
“honesty” in design, the importance of hand craftsmanship, and 
an emphasis on animals and nature: ginkgo leaves, poppies, pine 
trees, and swallows, with tertiary, “rural” color combinations like 
forest green and thatch, sienna and ochre. Decorative dados fell out 
of fashion as walls were simplified and covered with quieter, two- 
dimensional patterns, while friezes became broader. Specific themes 
were recommended for each room: peaceful woodlands for dining

rooms, soothing seascapes for baths, and engaging figures for the 
nureery. And while most of Morris’ papers were advertised for the 
common man, most were hand-block-printed and only affordable to 
the wealthy.

World War I signaled the end of papered walls and ceilings’ 
popularity. As modernism and International design took hold, 
unadorned, painted walls replaced earlier polychromed and papered 
productions. Today’s revival of interest in home restoration has 
resulted in a wealth of choices for period-appropriate reproduction 
papers, from densely patterned Victorian to straightforward Arts & 
Crafts. Keeping the period of your home in mind will help make the 
decisions much easier.
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ioMore Online

Learn to hang paper 
like a pro at old
houseonline.com/
hang-wallpaper.

The Colonial 
Revival Story
The lB90s ushered in new 
thinking, with influential 
interior designer land 
actress] Elsie de Wolfe's 
motto, "I believe in plenty 
of optimism and white 
paint," leading the way 
for the Colonial Revival. A 
reaction to the excess of 
the Victorians, interiors 
were meant to be lightly 
toned, pretty, and airy, 
and wallpaper designs 
returned to classic and 
French motifs: bows and 
wreaths, lyres, ribbons, 
and delicate floral sprays. 
These classic designs 
blended well with less 
cluttered interiors. The 
wealthy favored scenic 
papers from France, but 
those who couldn't afford 
a hand-blocked Zuber 
paper could order an 
imitation from Sears or 
Montgomery Ward fora 
fraction of the price.

PAPERS IN FEDERAL PALETTES AND 
TRADITIONAL DESIGNS SUIT REVIVAL 
HOUSES, TOO. FROM LEFT; DAMASK.
A PATTERN POPULAR THROUGH THE 
TEENS AND ‘20S; VIRGINIA CREEPER- 
STYLE PAPER FROM HISTORIC STYLE: 
EVERARD DAMASK. FROM ADELPHI'S 
COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG COLLECTION. 
ABOVE: ORIGINAL. HAND-BLOCKED 
PAPER IN A 1919 COLONIAL REVIVAL.

GUIDE TO 
PAPERS ON 
PAGE 71 1.THES0LANUM2. 

CLAIRE'S WILLOW 3. 
SEAGULLS 4. STAR 
TRELLIS 5. THE 
BRAMLEY. MORE INFO; 
TRUSTWORTH.COM, 
BRADBURY.COM.
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Design
VINTAGE VISION

The Key to Color Harmony in Your Home /1946
Springtime colors and vintage details combine in a deliciously retro kitchen.

made its mark on mid
century counters as well, 
usually bound by metal 
edging. Marmoleum in Pine 
Forest. $4 to $5/square foot. 
marmoleum.com; retro alu
minum edging, $14 to $28/ 
foot, eagle-aluminum.com

Refrigerators got an 
auto-inspired makeover 
in the 1940s, complete 
with curvy contours and 
chrome accents. North- 
star 1950 fridge, $4,195, 
elmirastoveworks.com

A striped pendant 
hung in the center 
of the room under
scores the kitchen’s 
cheerful color 
scheme. Sumner 
pendant, $315, 
rejuvenation.com

Scallop-cut trim 
boards often were 
used to frame a win
dow or niche; you can 
still find basic patterns 
at lumberyards. Glidden recom

mended a two-tone 
scheme of Jonquil 
and Mint Green in this 
1946 booklet; today, 
the company’s color 
experts advise using 
Buttered Sweet Corn 
and Mint Shake. $27/ 
gallon, glidden.com
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Free Information Guide
For FREE information on old-house products and services, mail in or fax the attached card, or visit www.oldhousejournal.com/lit 

Simply check a category on the attached card to receive free information on all the products in that category, or circle the corresponding
Circle No. below for each advertiser that interests you.

Alameda Shade Shop 
Page 67 I Circle No. 002

Allied Window, Inc.
Pages 40, 90 I Circle No. 003

Aniericana
Pages 67, 90 I Circle No. 008

Ann Wallace/ Prairie Textiles
Page 87 I Circle No. 050

Antique Homes 
Pages 88-89

Boston Architectural College 
Pages 20. 90 I Circle No. 004

Bradbury & Bradbury Wallpaper 
Pages 33.90

Bucks County Soapstone 
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Granville Manufacturing Co.
Page 62 I Circle No. 013
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Harris House Art 
Page 91 I Circle No. 051

Heritage TUe
Pages 83, 91 I Circle No. 037

Historic Housefitters 
Page 91

HomeSpice Decor
Pages 87, 92 I Circle No. 015

House of Antique Hardware 
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Osborne Wood Products 
Page 85 I Circle No. 027

OverBoard
Pages 62, 93 I Circle No. 001
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Page 4 1 Circle No. 028

Pewabic Pottery
Pages 69, 93 I Circle No, 029

Philadelphia Invitational 
Furniture Show 
Page 63

Preservation Products Inc.
Page 61 I Circle No, 030

The Reggio Register Company 
Page 85 I Circle No. 031

Rookwood Pottery 
Pages 8, 93 I Circle No. 052

School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
Page 70

Sheldon Slate Products Co., Inc.
Pages 61. 93 I Circle No. 032

Shuttercraft
Pages 87, 93 I Circle No, 033

Specialty Stainl^
Pages 69, 94 I Circle No. 034

Specifications Chemicals 
Pages 67, 94 I Circle No. 035

Stickley
Pages Inside Front Cover, 94 

Storybook Homes
Page 2 I Circle No, 054

Sundial Wire
Page 33 I Circle No. 038

Terra Firma
Pages 20, 94 I Circle No. 055

Timeless Kitchen Cabinetry
Pages 20, 94

Tin Ceiling Express 
Pages 63, 94 I Circle No. 053

IVustwortli Studios 
Page 61 1 Circle No. 040

Unico, Inc.
Pages 21. 94 I Circle No. 041

Vermont Soapstone 
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Vermont Verde
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Vintage Doora, LLC 
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W. F. Norman Corporation 
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Wall Words. Inc.
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Ward Clapboard Mill 
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Western Spindle
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The Cabinetmaker, Inc.
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Classic Gutter Systems 
Page 61 1 Circle No. 005

The Color People 
Page 90 I Circle No, 039

Country Carpenters. Inc.
Page 63 I Circle No. 006

Crown City Hardware 
Pages 69, 90 I Circle No. 007

Crown Point Cabinetry 
Pages 90, Back Cover

Donald Durham Company 
Pages 87, 91 I Circle No. 009
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Ephraim Faience Pottery 
Page 91

Franklin Sensors 
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Franmar Chemical
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Garbers Crafted Lighitng 
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FAST ONLINE SERVICE!
Fill out the online request form at www.oldhousejournal . 
or scan the code to the right with your smartphone.

ORDER BY MAIL Please circle the corresponding numbers on the card 
and mail It today!
ORDER BY FAX Fax your completed card to 8D0-571-7730.
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Serial restorer Mary Ellen Poison is known 
for her discerning eye for period furnishings.TDesign

FAVORITE THINGS

Kitchen Confidential
Details matter, especially 
in the kitchen. Pull yours 
together with the right 
period accessories.
By Mary Ellen Poison

&
i

1. VINTAGE LEDs
For kitchens from neoclassical 
to Streamline, "quick connect" 
Early Electric pendants marry 
classic designs with modern LED 
technology. $346 to $353. WAC 
Lighting, waclighting.com

i

2. WATER ON THE WALL
Wall-mounted faucets were 
common on kitchen sinks from 
the 1910s to the '50s. Great for 
retrofits, this chrome version 
offers variable centers [7” to 9”1. 
$109.95. Signature Hardware, 
[866] 855-2284, signature 
hardware.com

3. FINISHING TOUCH
Complete reproduction icebox 
refrigerator paneling or a vintage 
Hoosier cabinet with nameplates 
reproduced in brass from period 
originals. $3.49 to $13.99. Crown 
City Hardware, [626] 794-0234, 
restoration.com

4. BUILDING BLOCK
Versatile in a vintage cottage 
or cabin, this 50"-wide kitchen 
island sports a butcher block 
top and drawers at each end. 
$798. NC Rustic, 1877] 255-5753, 
ncrustic.com

5. TERRIER TIN
Stash a bag of dog biscuits in 
this decorative red canister with 
an aged patina. $34.95. Farm
house Wares, [866] 567-7958, 
farmhousewares.com
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LEFORT

WARD CLAPBOARD MILL
Est.1868

■Jne VERTICAL GRAIN QUARTER SAWN
Spruce Clapboards-

Manufacturers of historicalTomorrow’s Heirlooms Today

vertical grain clapboards for
restoration and new construction

Visit our Gallery and Studio located at 

293 Winter St., Hanover MA 02339 

(8S8) 524-4907 www.LeFortFurniture.com

Box 1030 Waistfield, VT 05673 • 802-496-3581
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Design
REMUDDLING

Porches? We don’t need stinkin’ porches! 99
-Lyna Mancuso Corbley

DON'T
Break the building envelope

with additions. While the unaltered
house’s porch fits nicely under

the second story, allowing the front
gable to dominate the entry facade.
this house throws those proportions

out of whack by tacking on a boxy
vestibule and a brick fortress

of an entrance.

A DEEP, INVITING FRONT PORCH is a
prized feature on any old house, harking
back to the days when sitting on the
porch and watching the world go by was
the height of evening entertainment.

Respect original buildingOn Shingle Style houses like these.
materials. This similar housethe porch could be especially cozy.
nearby maintains its historicaltucked under the second story and
integrity with mustard-coloredcocooned behind a knee wall instead of a
shingles on the second storybalustrade—which makes it all the more
and clapboards on the first, 

a brick foundation, and original 
windows with varied

puzzling why someone would wall one 
off entirely with bricks and vinyl siding.

sash profiles.

TWO WAYS TO WIN! If you spot a classic example of remuddling, send clear digital images to ohjedilonal@aimmedia.com. We ll 
give you $100 if your photos are published. If you want to see your witty words on this page, enter our nnonthly caption contest at
facebook.com/oldhousejournal
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■r
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WoonicN R/vniATOK Cabinets

Tmk Pkui hct Con kr-ljp

T * •
. •-■JT 'f

« A. 1.
m.It.

Si
k.^ IT-

:VHigh Quality.
Exceptional Design.

For <in on-site measuring appointment 
check our wehsilc under 'Sales & Events'. 

Contact us for n free brochure

llli www.woodenradiatorcabinet.com I 800.817.9110

▼Circle 031 on Free information Card

HCast Aluminum 
or SteelUnbeatable Price.

Five Decorator Colors 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime

Island Legs, Table Legs, Corbels, 
Moldings, Pilasters & More

Order by phone: 
866-963-5602 

or visit:
WWW.dlninglegs.com 

Request a fTee catalog by phone or online |

A Dept. D1404.3T^t'e'k Road, Leominster^MA 01453
1.800.880.3090 • www.reggIoreglster.coni

DESIGNER C RAFTSMEN SHOW

HISTORIC HOME SHOW

February 28- 
March 2,2014
V'AUf.Y Forge Casino Resort 
CoNAtNTioN Center

1160 1st Avenit:

King of Prl'ssu, PA 19406

Sell your period-authentic pmducis direct to our readers

ujJitf si'J. ■mvt!

HISTORIC HOME SHOW
The event for anyone who wants to learn how 
to restore, renovate, decorate, or care for 
old houses and preserve our architectural 
history.This show is an invaluable tool for 
both professionals and homeowners!

Search. Compare. Price. Purchase.

Join our Storefront.
Sign up for a Storefront on REX and add your products 
to a growing selection of unique and period-authentic 
products at the best prices found anywhere online.

DESIGNER CRAFTSMEN SHOW
Celebrate the most time honored American 
craftsmen in the nation, featuring the 
highest quality in fine art, traditional crafts, 
contemporary folk art, museum qua% 
replicas, original artworks and fine furniture 
reproductions.

For more information, please contact:

Robin Habberley REX Sales Director 

(703) 831-6588 rhabbertey^aiminedia.coiTi
Julia Hite REX Sales Executive
(912) 201-3626 jhlte@aimFnedia.eom

Peter H. Miller VP General Manager, Home Buyer Publications 
(202) 339-0744, Ext. 104 pmiiier@aimmedia.com

SAVE $21
Admission $10 when )ou preregister, $12 on-site.

For more information visit www.historichomeshows.com or 
www.designercraftsmenshows.com.Or call Carolyn Walsh 800.826.3893 x 2209www.RexSellsDirect.com
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Newel Post Lamp" ■ • k*. ___ _

Common in upscale houses from the 1850s through
the 1920s, newel post lamps were a beautiful
necessity, helping to illuminate stairs! They a 1

served as a focal point and sometimes a status
symbol, with sculptural bases that depicted
nymphs or goddesses gracing the fanciest homes.

SHADE
Flame shades were popular
on many types of lighting
(torchieres, sconces,
chandeliers) in the early
years of the 20th century,
perhaps influenced by the
Statue of Liberty's torch.

BASE
Designs, and the metals used,
varied widely. These curling
bronze ribbons, ending in
delicate floral reliefs, exhibit
Beaux Arts style.

Originals can be powered
by either gas or electricity,
as with this one. The fuel or
wiring was routed through
the newel post to remain
completely hidden.

£
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Ann Wallace

▼Circle 033 on Free Information Card

www.shuttercraft.comJhuttercraft Beautiful quality red cedar mortise & tenon 
wood shutters In all types & sizes... 

Hardware - Endless Cutouts - Full Painting
Shipped Nationwide!

\
(^lAi.i r\'vvo<)i) SMii I ri:i4S

INTERIOR &. EXTERIOR
Curtains, roller shades, MadeEST. 1986

in USAbedding, cushions, Family owned 
over 25 years

^ ^ 4 H
Call (203) 245-2608 
Madison, CT

table iinens,piiiow$
embroidered and
stenciled.
www.annwallace.com • 213-614-1757

▼Circle 009 on Free Information Card▼Circle 023 on Free Information Card

RADIATOR 
ENCLOSURE

t..

Buy Factory ' 
“TtJ Direct 8 Save!

from Any Job

A
Use Durham’s Rt}ck Hard Water Putty to fill cracks and holes, 
rebuild missing material, and mold new objects. It permanently 
adheres in wood, plaster, and tile without shrinking.
Y3U can then saw, chisel, sand, polish, and color It. |

The go-to solution of demanding craftsmen 
for more than 75 years. Available from hardware, 
lumber, building material, and paint dealers 
everywhere, waterputty.com 
Donald Durham Co.
Box 804-HJ, Des Moines. lA 50304

Many Styles S Colors 
Baked Enamel Finish
SenrlSlfurBiDctiiffe.
Refundable witiiOrdeL 
160 Airmount Road. Dept OiU, 

MONARCH Mahwah,NJ 07430 2IU-B28-5716

•ock'

www.monarchrad.com
▼Circle 026 on Free Information Card▼Circle 018 on Free information Card

TuhW, • Easy to apply
• Environmentally safe
« Non-toxic and odor free 
« Long wearing 

Won’t fade

jjp*

C?temically tafii Historic Paints since 1974

Organic Milk Paint 
Especially for Walls

« Adheres to previously 
painted walls and 

^ new wall surfaces 
* 20 Standard cokxs 

I that can be mixed for 
100’s color t^ons

View color samples & more information on our 
n Eacebook page or at www.milkpaint.com 
Please contact us for free Sq/ePamt '^ samples.

(866) 350-MILK (6455)
436 Main St., Groton, MA 01450______ SafePamt
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AntiQue and Historic Homes For Sale

NYACK, NEW YORK - The Ross-Hand Mansion, 
cenfral to the history of the Nyacks. A carefully up
dated Gothic Revival treasure, sited on a hillside with 
a commanding view of the Hudson. The beautifully 
landscaped, private property creates a sense of trans
port from modem life to a quieter world of elegance. 
Updates include a country kitchen, modernised plumb
ing, heat, electric and A/C. Rebuilt structural supports, 
slate n)of. antique greenhouse, large bam with heated 
gym, elegant entry, library, ffont-to-back living room, 
ornate fireplaces, stunnins dining rtxim. 5 to 6 bed
rooms. 4 full baths. B&B OK. $1,995,000. Ellen 
Hilburg. Wright Brothers Real Estate. 914-772-5858. 
www.ellenhilbur^.com

RED HOOK, NEW YORK - This 177 acre prop
erty offers wonderful roiling farmland with 
woodlands, wetlands and ponds. It hosts an "old 
style” spacious, high posted Cape-style house 
with 2951 sq. ft. of living space. The home with 
numerou.s additions was built around 1900 and 
offers five bedrooms and 3 baths. There is a large 
barn and the property is suitable for farming or 
possible subdivision. $1,600,000. Bob 
McCaffrey. Robert A. McCaffrey Realty, Inc. 
845-265-411.3. For more photos please visit us 
at ww\v.inccaffre\realt\.com

SUTTON, MASS.4CHUSETTS - An extraordinary 
opportunity. This historic building and outbuildings 
are currently being used both as a comfortable, up
dated residence and offices. Located with frontage on 
Rt. 146 < 30,000 trips per day) and Armsby Road, the 
property could be used entirely for business/ retail/ 
office use or in combination as residence/business use. 
Laige parking lot with additional area for expansion. 
In very gotnl condition; a mix of preserved antique 
elements and contemporary updates. Zoned Highway 
Business. Abutting the entryway to Pleasant Valley 
PGA Golf Course. $879,900. Petraglia Real Estate. 
508-476-7745. www.petra^liareiilestau-.am

Antiqle
HOMES*
The Sales Directory of 
Antique & Historic Properties

Histoiy for Sale
Find the most interesting unique 

antique and historic homes.^
HUDSON, NEW YORK - A 284 year old historic 
Dutch Farmhouse situated on 26.5 acres. This home 
was once owned by Jacob S. Rockefeller, uncle of 
the famous oil baron J. D. Rockefeller. This time
less little ma.sterpiece i.s full of great detail and de
sign. Two fireplaces on the first ficwr. original wide 
plank flooring, exposed hand hew n beams, original 
doors, wrought iron shutter hinges, original transom 
windows. Dutch ceramic tiles, Dutch cross bound 
brick work and Dutch oven in the basement. 
$765,000. Harold Reiser. Sothebys. 518-588-5224. 
ww\v.sotheb\sreall\.com/eng/as5ociale/]80-a-H5i- 
400H636/h(irold-reiser

SANDWICH, NEW HAMPSHIRE ■ High 
Meadow Farm is an impeccable Colonial house 
dating back to the late 1700s. sitting on a hill
top with mountain views in three directions. 
The seven bedroom house has been carefully 
refurbished and is exquisite in every detail. The 
property is surrounded by lawns and pastures, 
with a lovely pond and six stall horse barn. A 
conservation easement on much of the property 
protects the surrounding woodlands. 
$ 1.775,000. Lisa Wardlaw. Lamprey Real Es
tate Associates. 603-253-9293. For details and 
history visit mu'w.223mapleridiieroad.com

www.antiquehomesmagazine.com 
...where buyers hnd their dreams.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS ■ This spacious 
antique home, built circa 1800 is awaiting restora
tion. The Federal-style antique retains much origi
nal detail including wide plank floors, interior wood 
work and dotirs. and historic plaster. Original wood
work includes a fireplace mantle, boxed corner 
beams and rai.sed panel wainscot. The front foyer 
includes original dog leg staircase, and the from door 
features original strap and pintle hinges and tran
som lite. Some mechanical updates include re
cent roof on main house, heating plant approxi
mately 10 years old and town water. Sited on a 
large, level lot. Seiler to provide newly designed 
Title V septic. $199,900. Petraglia Real Estate, 
508-476-7745. www.pelraaliarenlfsrale.com

MONSON, MASSACHUSETTS - This antique Fed
eral-style Colonial is a delightful pnyect for people in
terested in historic preservation. LWge rooms with four 
Rumford- style fireplaces of unknown working condi
tion. Entry way has a leaded glass fanlight above the 
d(H)r. Sun streams through the large windows onto the 
original wide pine plank flooring. Mudroom, pan
try, and laundry just off the kitchen. Front and 
back stairs for easy access to upper floor. If you 
have always wanted your own "this old house" 
antique home project this is the one for you! The 
house was built in 1825 and is registered with 
Massachusetts Historic Commission. $210,000. 
AnnMarie Damian. Olde Village Realty LLC. 
508-729-0458. www.annmariedaniian.com

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS - This 
brick antique know n as The Hey wood Farm has 
been used as a two family for over half a cen
tury, but could easily be returned to use as a 
large single. New separate 100 amp electric ser
vice (3 meters) and two new gas boilers and a 
young roof. Ready for cosmetic updates but me
chanical systems are already done. Located on 
the east side of town for quick highway access 
and commuting. There are many original de
tails preserved and the house has a fascinating 
history. Two car garage and storage shed. 
$199,900. Petraglia Real Estate. 508-476-7745. 
www.pelragliarealestale.cam

uehomesnnagazine.comw w w . a n t i q



Antique and Historic Homes For Sale

Antiqle
HOMES®

CARVER,
MASSACHUSETTS

AntiQue Homes Magazine is 
pleased to be the new 

Publisher’s Representative for 
the Old House /ournal real 
estate section. To advertise 

and promote 3/our 
antique and historic 

properties in this section 
please contact Bethany at 

508-476-727!
antic^ehomesmagazine@verizon.net 

... where buyers find their dreams. 
wwvv.antiQuehomesmagazine.com

Grand country retreat and historic water
front home, circa 1870 in the Italianate
style. Lofty ceilings, massive crown
moldings, etched glass French doors and
decorative fireplace mantels. Many re
cent mechanical updates and desirable 
creature comforts. Elegant entertaining spaces, ensuite baths, multiple private porches, and a 
rear deck overlooking gardens and the lake. Situated on over 3 acres with frontage on 400 
acre Sampson Pond. There is a large two-story carriage hou.se ready for use as studio or for 
hobbies. Close to major routes. $749,900.Petraglia Real Estate. 508-476-7745. 
www.petraeliarealestate.com

LANCASTER,
MASSACHUSETTS
This extraordinary, stately and el
egant home is remarkably preserved

\with sensitive integration of new
mechanicals offering modern con-

%venience. Ten sun-drenched open
litspacious rooms with museum qual- •-L-.

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS ■ Classic 
American Foursquare with original natural wood
work, crown moldings, wraparound porch, hard
wood floors and bright spacious rooms. Located on 
a quiet shady street with perennial gardens and a 
large rear deck. Newer heated garage currently used 
as studio space. Third level in-law suite includes 
kitchenette, full bath, bedrcrain and sitting room, per
fect for guest suite, in-law or home office. Meticu
lously maintained with many mechanical updates. 
$274,900. Petraglia Real Estate. 508-476-7745. 
v,ww.petraelUirealestale.com

ity details including hand printed
wall coverings, finely painted faux

finished floors, elegant moldings, recent gour
met integrated country kitchen and renovated
baths. Set on a generous 3.5 acres with land
scape architect designed hardscape patio and
low maintenance gardens. For the most dis
cerning antique homebuyer. $645,000.
Petraglia Real Estate. 508-476-7745.
www.petrasUarealestate.coni

DUNSTABLE,
MASSACHUSETTS
Calmore, a magnificent Country Estate,
built circa 1812; lovingly restored to el
egance and splendor. The main house in
cludes a total of 21 rooms, with finely
proportioned entertaining spaces and
quiet private retreats within. There are
seven bedrooms, four with en-siiite baths.
plus a first level in-law apartment with
separate egress.

STURBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS - Stately 
antique Georgian Colonial .sits back from the road. 
Prominently sited on a picturesque, oversized lot 
this well-maintained home is a perfect blend of 
historic charm and today's amenities. Four gener
ous bedrooms, 2 beautifully updated baths, and a 
nicely redone kitchen with granite, tile, and stain
less await you. Enjoy the well-designed landscape 
of stone walls, mature trees, and perennials over 
the 3 plu.s acres. Two car garage and large barn. 
New roof, new paint. Additional land available. 
$424,900. Petraglia Real Estate. 508-476-7745. 
www.petraeUarealesiate.com

The spacious country kitchen was recently
installed and features a fireplace and large
eating area. Large barn with six garages.
also a finished heated carriage house cur
rently used as an antique shop and Hartley
greenhouse. Dunstable is just 39 miles to
Boston. $1,599,000. Petraglia Real Estate.
508-476-7745. www.petragliarealesiate.com

www.antiquehomesmagazine.com
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Allied Window, tnc.
The Culbertson Mansion cried out for "invisible 
storm windows’'-with bent glass for the Queen 
Anne turret windows. Allied Window answered 

the call. Interior or exterior applications, custom 
colors, special shapes, and special glazing are 
all routine. Our abilities meet the needs of the 

professional in the field or the homeowner-for the 
conventional to the extraordinary. 

800-445-5411: www.invisiblestorms.com
Citxle 003 on Free Informatton CartI

Americana
Americana offers the entire DeVenco line of hand
crafted. high quality custom manufactured window 

coverings including: authentic Colonial Wooden 
blinds, interior shutters in four designs; solid 

Raised Panels, Plantation, Victorian, and Caribbean 
movable louver shutters. Old-fashioned roll up 

Basswood Porch shades. Exterior shutters in three 
designs: Raised Panel, Movable and Fixed louvers. 

800-269-5697: www.shutterblinds.com
Circle 008 on Free information Card

Boston Architectural College
Historic Preservation Programs. Low-residency 

online graduate degree; Master of Design Studies 
in Historic Preservation. Onsite undergraduate 
degree program; Bachelor of Design Studies 

in Historic Preservation. Professional and 
Continuing Education. 
www.the-bac.edu/hp 

Circle 004 or Free Information Card

The Color People
EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR 

For 30 years we have been making peoples 
dreams come true all over America with our 
famous mail order service. We create color 
schemes for every style and era of build

ings, residential and commercial. 
303-308-0220; www.colorpeople.com

C(rcle 039 on Free Information Card

Bradbury & Bradbury 
Art Wallpapers

Our BJ. Talbert wallpaper 
collection features leafy vinework and 

flowers, in their original Aesthetic Movement 
palette of sage, soft blue, cream, russet and 
shimmering gold. Samples available online.

707-746-1900; www.bradbury.com

Bucks County Soapstone
Soapstone is a simple contributor to its 

environment never dominating the scene. 
This slant front hand-built sink is 

accessorized with our recessed and runnels 
combination drainboard. 

215-249-8181; www.BCSoapstone.com

Dale Barnard,
The Cabinetmaker

Dale Barnard, The Cabinetmaker. Inc. produces 
faithful replicas of original pieces in any style 
to meet your highest expectations in custom 

designs-kitchens, lighting, & furniture. 
812-723-3461; www.the-cabinetmaker.com

Crown Point Cabinetry
Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the finest 

quality custom cabinetry for your entire home. 
Period styles include Shaker. Arts & Crafts. 
Early American, Victorian, Transitional and 
Contemporary. Available direct nationwide. 

800-999-4994; www.crown-point.com

Crown City Hardware
We've added new traditional design knob and 
escutcheon sets to our collection. Affordable, 

high quality sets that are a fantastic value. 
www.restoration.com 

Circle 007 on Free Informatton Card
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Durham’s Rock Hard Water Putty
Repair wood and plaster with Durham's Rock 
Hard Water Putty. It can be sawed, chiseled, 

polished, colored, and molded. Durham's sticks, 
stays put, and will not shrink. Fill cracks, crev

ices. joints, knotholes, and nail holes.
515-243-0491: www.waterputty.com

Circle 009 on Free Information Card

Elmira Stove Works
Vintage-styled Northstar appliances from Elmira 
Stove Works are available in gas, electric or dual 
fuel; nine colors... ranges, fridges, microwaves, 

hoods, dishwashers. Also available in 1890s 
antique styles. As shown $4,495 MSRP. 

800-295-8498; www.elmirastoveworks.com

Ephraim Faience Pottery
Creating the finest quality limited-edition art 

tiles and art pottery in the Craftsman style since 
1996. Shop by phone, online, or at our galleries in 

Wisconsin and California. 
888-704-POTS (7687); www.ephraimpottery.com

Franmar Chemical
Imagine stripping the finish off of the kitchen 

cupboards while the family is eating in the same 
room. No problem with the all-natural Soy-Gel®, 
the paint and urethane remover made from soy
beans. No odor, environmentally safe, and can 

remove multiple layers with only one application.
800-538-5069; www.franmar.com

Circle 011 on Free Information Card

Garbers Crafted Lighting 
Country/Primitive Ceiling Fans

Tinware, chandeliers, sconces, flush mounts, 
kitchen island, and lots more to make your 
country home complete. Direct from crafter. 

DeptOHJ 10/13 
866-856-2317;

www.garbers-craftedlighting.com
Circle 012 on Free Information Card

Franklin Sensors
The ProSensor 710 has innovative stud sensing 
technology that instantly finds hidden studs. No 

sliding is required. The ProSensor 710 is the fast
est, least error prone, and most accurate stud 

finder on the market. It's the easy way to find studs. 
www.franklinsensors.com

Circle 010 on Free Information Card

Heritage Tile
Heritage Tile is dedicated to preserving 

our uniquely American tile heritage with our 
collection of historically authentic subway tile, 

trim, mouldings, ceramic accessories and 
made-to-order mosaics. 

888-387-3280; www.heritagetile.com 
Circle 037 on Free Information Card

Harris House Antique Lighting
Carefully restored original light fixtures from the 
late 1800s to the mid 1930s, re-wired and ready 

for installation. View our ever changing collection 
online—we're happy to ship anywhere. 

902-532-7877; www.harrishouseart.com
Circle051 on Free Information Card

Historic Housefitters Co.
Handmade 18th century period lighting in black 
copper, copper, brass or tin. Handforged repro
duction iron floor lamps, kitchen racks, thumb- 
latches, mortise locks, strap and HL hinges and 
much more. All made by American craftsmen. 
800-247-4111; www.historichousefitters.com
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House of Antique Hardware
Discover exquisite Victorian chandeliers, as well 
as lighting from Colonial to mid-century modern. 
Period-style push-button switches, switch plates, 
and hardware for every room in your house. Call 
their friendly hardware specialists for help with 

your selection.
888-223-2545; www.HOAH.biz

Circle 016 on Free Information Card

Howard Products
Restor-A-Finish [available in eight finish colors) 
permanently revives and restores the original 
color and luster of a wood finish in one step, 

without removing any of the existing finish. Most 
wood finishes can be restored in a few minutes 

with this wipe-on, wipe-off process. 
800-266-9545; www.howardproducts.com

Circle Q17 on Free Information Card

HomeSpice Decor
From primitive, country, or cottage to transitional 

and beyond, our uniquely designed rugs, table 
tops, and pillows bring an air of fine 

craftsmanship to any room in your home. 
770-828-7270; shop.homespice.com 

Circle 01S on Free Information Card

Innerglass Window Systems
Custom glass interior storm windows for energy 

conservation and soundproofing. An interior 
storm that outperforms almost any replacement, 

yet maintains the integrity and beauty of your 
historic house. Invisible from the outside. Perfect 

for screened porches, too. 
800-743-6207; www.stormwindows.com

Circle 018 on Free Infc^mation Card

J.R. Burrows & Company
Historical-Design Merchants Rockland, MA. 
For 25 years a leading provider of lace and 
madras muslin curtains, art wallpaper and 

carpet for old-house homeowners.
Catalogs upon request. 

800-347-1795; www.burrows.com
Circle 019 on Free Informatiofl Card

The Kennebec Company
The difference is simplicity. Clean lines, efficient 
use of space and traditional cabinetmaking. Our 
designs and craftsmanship will last a lifetime. 
207-443-2131; www.kennebeccompany.com

Circle 020 on Free Information Card

’ LeFort i
Fine Furniture I

Designers and makers of high-quality custom fine 
furniture. Each piece is designed and crafted in our 
New England studio to exacting standards by mas
ter cabinetmakers using time-honored techniques. 

888-524-4907; www.LeFortFurniture.com
Circle 021 on Free Information Card

LeFort Fine Furniture
Designers and makers of high-quality custom fine 

furniture. Each piece is designed and crafted in our 
New England studio to exacting standards by mas
ter cabinetmakers using time-honored techniques. 

888-524-4907; www.LeFortFurniture.com
Circle 021 on Free Information Card

MetalCeiling Express
Melalceilingexpress. custom manufacturer 

of tin ceiling tiles. American made tin 
ceiling tiles in 35 patterns with more than 

40 colors to choose from.
941 -723-2288; www.metalceilingexpress.com

Circle 022 on Free Information Card
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Notting HiU Decorative Hardware
Victorian Jewel and Jeweled Lily hardware 
is set with semi-precious stones. Variety of 

finish and stone options. Period-inspired artisan 
hardware is hand-cast at our fine arts foundry. 

Made in U.S.A.
262-248-8890; www.nottinghiU-usa.com

Circle 025 on Free Inlormation Card

New Old Homes at Olde BuUtown
Live in a unique settlement of new custom 18th cen
tury period homes built by Stoltzfus Enterprises in 

Chester County, PA. Visit our decorated model home 
this weekend!

610-533-8938; www.oldebulltown.com
Circle 036 on Free Information Card

Native Trails
Hand Hammered Copper 
Furnishings and Decor 

800-508-8834; www.NativeTrailsLifestyle.com
Circle 024 on Free Information Card

Old Fashioned Milk Paint
Making genuine, all natural milk paint since 1974. 
SafePaint line is specially formulated for interior 

walls. Easy to use, it adheres to previously painted 
and new wall surfaces. 20 standard colors can be 

easily mixed for 100's of color options. 
866-350-6455; www.milkpaint.com

Circle 026 cm Free Information Card

OverBoards
OverBoards offers heavy-duty, solid extruded 
aluminum covers for baseboard heat units. 

They're made to complement your home's classic 
architectural details.

800-835-0121: www.go-overboard.com
Circle 001 on Free Information Cani

Pewabic Pottery
Handcrafting unique pottery and tiles for 

installation and decoration in the Arts & Crafts 
tradition since 1903. Custom work available. 

313-626-2030; www.pewabic.org
Circle 029 on Free Informaticwi Card

o

Shuttercraft
Everything in custom wood shutters. 

Interior and exterior styles-endless cutouts. 
Cedar, mahogany, basswood and more. 

Full painting service-authentic hardware. 
Family owned-made in U.S.A. 

203-245-2608; www.shuttercraft.com
Circle 033 on Free Information Card

The Rookwood Pottery Company
This backsplash of field tile illustrates the many 

glaze colors and finishes offered by The Rookwood 
Pottery Company as well as a piece of art pottery, 

the Angelica Vase.
800-537-1605; www.rookwood.com

Circle 052 on Free Information Card

Sheldon Slate Products
Mining and manufacturing of slate products. 

Sinks, counters, floor tile, roofing, and monu
ments. Business from earth to finished 

product. Custom work a specialty. 
207-997-3615; www.sheldonslate.com

Circle 032 on Free information Card
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Specialty Stainless
Built with superior craftsmanship, our 
Farmer Style stainless steel countertop 

incorporates integral custom stainless steel sinks, 
a recessed drain board, front marine edge, full 

rear backsplash and stainless steel apron. 
716-893-3100 www.specialtystainless.com

Circle 034 on Free Information Card

Specification Chemicals, Inc.
Their restoration system for damaged walls and 

ceilings covers and reinforces the entire surface with 
a fine-textured fiberglass, embedded in elastomeric 
adhesive. Nu-Wal® also serves as lead encapsula

tion and is quick, affordable, and long-lasting.
800-247-3932; www.spec-chem.com

Circle 035 on Free Information Card

Stickley
2014 COLLECTOR EDITION 

Inspired by a Gustav Stickley design, this Tree 
of Life Book Stand features intricate carving on 

both tapered sides. Available in solid oak or 
cherry, this limited edition will be built only in 

2014. On sale for $999. VisitStickley.com.

TfnCejlingXpress.com
We are the world's number one online retailer 

of decorative tin ceilings and wall tiles. We 
take pride in our ability to offer our custom

ers top quality tin ceiling panels, cornices, and 
accessories with no frills and no gimmicks.

800-570-0592; www.tinceilingxpress.com

Circle 053 on Free Information Card

Terra Firma Handmade 
Stoneware Tile

Complete line with original bas-relief designs 
glazed in a complex palette of rich craftsman 
colors for fireplace, kitchen, pool and bath. 
803-643-9399; www.TerraFirmaArtTile.com

Circle 055 on Free Information Card

Timeless Kitchen Cabinetry
Kitchen cabinetmakers inspired by antique paint
ed furniture. Custom cabinetry for your historic 
or period-inspired home. Available nationwide. 

610-296-2775; vww.TKCabinetry.com

Unico Inc.
By utilizing The Unico System heating and air 

conditioning system in your renovation 
project, you'll get the benefit of energy 

efficiency with our Green Series air handler, yet 
not have to compromise space or the historic 

integrity of the home because of our small duct
work and color matched outlets. 

800-527-0896; www.unicosystem.com
Ctrrte 041 on Free Information Card

Vermont Soapstone
Since the 1850s, Vermont Soapstone has been 
crafting the finest architectural soapstone fix
tures and home accents. Durable and timeless, 
soapstone never stains, non-porous and won't 

retain bacteria from meat and fish. Custom sinks 
and counter tops. Installation available. 

802-263-5404; www.vermontsoapstone.com 
Circle 042 on Free Information Card

Vermont Verde Antique
Quarried in Vermont. The world’s finest serpen
tine stone is acid and stain resistant, hard, dura
ble, and low maintenance. An excellent choice for 
countertops, shower enclosures, fireplace sur

rounds, and floors.
802-767-4421; www.vtverde.com

Circle 043 on Free Information Card
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Ward Clapboard Mill
Authentically produced. 100-percent vertical- 

grain, early American spruce and pine clapboards. 
Their mills in Maine and Vermont continue to 
manufacture quality logs into quarter-sawn 

clapboards with the same methods workers used 
more than a hundred years ago. 

802-496-3581; wardclapboard.com 
Cirrle D47 on Free Information Card

Vintage Doors
Handcrafted solid wood doors that are made-to- 
order and built to last. Full line of screen/storm 
doors, porch panels, exterior and interior doors. 

Dutch. French, louver and more. Make your home 
stand out from the rest! 

800-787-2001; www.vintagedoors.com
Circle 044 on Free Information Card i\[‘-:\vOmH()i'si

Insoirc

W.F. Norman Corporation
Founded in 1898, W. F. Norman Corp. has the 
nation's most complete collection of quality, 

hand pressed ceilings, cornices, moldings, and 
ornaments. Call today for our catalog or view 

our products online!
800-641 -4038; www.wfnorman.com

Circle 045 on Free Information Card

Western Spindle
Specializing in custom and reproduction porch 
rail, spindles (balusters), and other millwork, 

especially for Victorian-style architecture. 
Available in premium exterior wood or high 

density polyurethane. 
888-459-9965; www.westernspindle.com

Circle 048 on Free Information Card
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Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company 
The Perfect Cover-Up!

The Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company provides the 
finest custom-built cabinets in the country, turning 
eyesores into elegant and functional furniture. We 
offer durable, elegant and affordable radiator and 
baseboard covers. PTAC. fan coil covers and book

cases from classic to contemporary. Just push them 
in place for an elegant cabinet or window seat.
800-817-9110; woodenradiatorcabinet.com

Circle 049 on Free Information Card

CHECK OUT ALLOF OUR 
INTERACTIVE MAGAZINES: OLD 

HOUSE JOURNAL. ARTS & CRAFTS 
HOMES. NEW OLD HOUSE. DESIGN 

CENTER SOURCEBOOK. LOG 
HOME LIVING AND OUR NEWEST 
ADDITION. TIMBER HOME LIVING. 

FIND ALL OF OUR DIGITAL 
EDITIONS AT OLOHOUSE 
ONUNE.COM/DIGITAL

Wall Words
Rub-on transfers for walls, windows and 

mirrors! We have trees, logos, monograms or 
design your own custom words from our 85 fonts. 
Preview your phrase, check the lengths, colors, 

and fonts before buying online.
For a 30% discount online, enter 1A0611. 

888-422-6685; www.waLlwords.com
Circle 046 on Free Information Card
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Hardwarv reached a new 
level ofatiish’y diii'ing 

(he Victorian era, a time when 
virtually evci’y surface in the 
homo was covered in ornament, 
r.ntry sets foituring nuilliple 
levels of detail animals, 
wreaths, rihhons, shields, 
ro|)ing, textured hackgrouuds 
iKrame commonplace. 'I'he 
w ingixl lions roaring to life on 
this ornate set e.xactly rx'pixKluce 
a ra. »<x)o I 'reiH'li t.'lassical 
oi’iginal, revived via lost-wax 
casting, which uses a wax 
impn'ssiou to make a new mold 
that ca|)tures even (he finest 
details. Solid lm>n/.e Gnftin 
thumblateh set in antique-by- 
liand Hnish, Mouse of Antique 
Hardwai'e: hoah.bi/

96 CHS HOUSE JOtlRMUlSSIII9STt-ll17!]spiklistieU as tints irtX' FebniKy.l(i9.M3y.Jiilf.I)ctEiiif.iiiit DKtinbe ty fhim Buyer NjlicitnsteltctinlDtetKt Melii let. Ttte kMwii effte o< tiiWctllio is itceted M 5770 Flilete ?kwy. BogiiUi. CD fOSSlTke edilgitet slfics is Loceted el 7521 SStkSL. Suits 211. Bnilder. 
COffi201.392-E25-ltH. 58l)-i2t-3893rfiS'2B3-illl-M1B.Feneilic^p<KtigitnilitBi)Ulda.CO.eiid>iUititoisfticis Va.i2.No 2 PtBTkItSTFI! Seat tMnssdisngtstg DIB Muse JsetnLP.B.Bti <20235. Pst«tHsl.FE32U2-B235 SMSCIB‘IIQHS:FsisiAsciipUutiiestiiies«tddresscli3B}e:.cellKIB-13i4797iUS 
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Two GREAT Lead based Paint Strippers!Made from soybeans! * *

100% Biodegradable • Easy Clean Up • Removes MULTIPLE layers
These two great lead based paint strippers are a great addition to your store for your customers. They 
contain no methylene chloride, are not alkaline based strippers and each cleans up easy with a degreaser 

water. Unlike traditional strippers, SOY‘Gel and LEAD OUT let your customers work without the odor 
indoors or outdoors for a guaranteed safe restoration process!
or

■ Franmar’s

Lead out
TM

SOY*
Paint & Urethane Remover Lead Paint Remediator/Remover

Franmar’s LEAD OUT is a new exciting lead based 
paint remover that renders lead paint nonhazard- 
ous for safe removal. LEAD OUT uses a special 
patented system that reacts with lead at the 
molecular level to alter the lead compound to a 
nonhazardous compound permanently. The result 
is a simple and affordable way to safely remove 
lead-paint.

SOY'Gel is designed to remove multiple layers of 
virtually any type of coating. Gel formulated for 

easy
During the removal of lead based paint, lead 
becomes encapsulated in the gel, preventing air 
born lead particles, allowing for safe and easy 
disposal. Our tried and true paint stripper SOY*Gel 
is a customer favourite for any restoration job!

use on horizontal and vertical surfaces.

Lead paint removed from an early 1900’s home in Chicago
Restored antique kitchen cabinet

lead odtMultiple layers of old varnish removed

Heavy metal paint bridge restoration

sold in quarts, gallons, 2 gallons, 5 gallonssold in quarts, gallons, 2.5 gallons, and 5 gallons

FRANMAR Call Today!
800-538-5069 www.franmar.com

Circle Oil on Free Information Card



Custom. Period. CRCWPOINTCABINETRYDesigned. Delivered. Direct.
Fine Quality Custom Cabinetry800-999-4994 • www.crown-point.com Handcrafted For Your Entire Home462 River Road • Claremont, NH 03743


