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1 ■- ■^■- -K.:WE LOVE HOW ELI5SA WARD KYLE, THE
WINNER OF OUR PINTEREST "BUILD
YOUR PERFECT BATH" CONTEST.
CHANNELED A VICTORIAN VIBE WITH HI
HER SELECTIONS. CLOCKWISE FROM

LET'S BE FRIENDS
Do you follow OHJ 
on Facebook?
Our page is full of 
fun stories, news 
items, and heart- 
stopping old house 
photographs—like 
this one from our 
August issue. 
Check us out at 
facebook.com/ 

oldhousejournal.

LEFT: BUILT-IN VANITY. CROWN-POINT.
COM; CARDIGAN CLAWFOOT TUB.
PENHAGLION.COM; CLASSIC SUB
WAY TILE, SUBWAYTILE.COMi BRASS
SHOWER VALVE, WATERWORKS.COM

Mine had a leaking shower that took ages 
to properly fix because every plumber who 

looked at it wanted to rip the entire thing out! My 
allegiance to my historic tiles finally prevailed, 
however, and I eventually found a contractor 
respectful of old houses who worked to keep them 
in place.

Today we’re fortunate to have many wonderful 
options for replacement tiles when originals can’t 

be saved. Near-perfect matches are also available in a slew of historic colors, specialty shapes, and sizes, for when 
just a few tiles are damaged or have gone missing. It’s never been easier to bring back a historic bathroom, and if 
you’ve been looking for ideas, this issue will bring you plenty. Start on page i6 with our history of the bathroom 
sink, where you’re sure to find some new information. Next, check out our Restore article, “Tile Tangents,” which 
explores how tiles evolved through the decades (page 34). If your bathroom happens to be cramped and in need of 
an efficiency overhaul, peruse our Design feature, “Small and Modest Bathrooms," which is full of ideas for mak
ing small spaces seem larger (page do). Of course, you also won’t want to miss the 1923 bathroom in Vintage Vision 
(page 66) to channel even more original thinking on the subject.

We’ve got plenty of topics to whet your DIY whistle, too. If your floors have squeaks or areas of damage, 
learn to address them in Quick Makeovers (page 44)- If you’re worried about how 
your gutters are handling water flow, check out one reader’s shocking discovery 
(and recommended practical fixes) in Stuff the Previous Owner Screwed Up (page 
46). We also visit a topic I know many of you are facing: downsizing from a grand 
old house to something smaller, and how to handle your collections in a more com
pact space. Two design pros show us how it’s done on page 24.

It’s been nearly a year since our magazine redesign, and we continue to make 
tweaks here and there, based on feedback from readers like you (prime example:
Remuddlir^ is once again on the last page!). I’d love to expand our reader panel 
to hear even more opinions from the people who know OHj the 
best—if you’d like to have your voice be heard, sign up at 
bit.ly/ohjreaderpanel.

Have you had 
a problem with 
your bathroom?

i

TIMELY IDEAS
We’re getting ready 
to map out OHJ’s 
2015 editorial 
calendar—what 
do you hope to 
see on our pages? 
We'd love to hear 
your thoughts 
and suggestions; 
you can write us 
at ohjeditorial® 
aimmedia.com.

4 TALK TO US • Email me at daposporos@ainimedia.com. follow me on Twitter @Demetra_OHJ, or find us on Facebook at facebook.com/oldhoiisejournal.
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^ ^ BROOKLYN JAPANESQUE

I fl I exoticism is lovingly preserved irr Prospect Perk SouthI U + DOWNSIZING A COLLECTION

PUTTING THE BUNGALOW BACK
Arts & Crafts standards replace outdated remodeling in this Minnesota house.
+ A BATHROOM SINK TIMELINE

26 SUCCESS!: A RENEWED ENTRY DOOR I 28 MY NEIGHBORHOOD: STRASBURG. VIRGINIA I 30 WINDOW SHOPPING: REALLY OLD HOUSES
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i PUTTING THE
BUNGALOW'A

A CLASSIC MIDWEST VERSION
BUILT IN 1922 HAD BEEN
STRIPPED DURING 1940s
AND 1970s RENOVATIONS-
BUT CLUES REMAINED.
STORY BY PATRICIA POORE / PHOTOS BY TROY THIES





A GOOD HOUSE IN A GOOD NEIGHBORHOOD OF 1920s HOMES AND MATURE TREES, ABOVE: THE COMFORT
ABLE FLOOR PLAN IS 
THE RESULT OF MOVING 
AN ENTRY FROM THE 
REAR OF THE HOUSE 
TO THE NEW SIDE GAR
DEN, AND SITING THE 
KITCHEN AT THE BACK. 
OPPOSITE: THE BUN
GALOW IS ONE OF THE 
MORE MODEST HOMES 
IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD 
OF REVIVAL-STYLE 
HOUSES DEVELOPED IN 
THE 1920s.

two blocks from the Mississippi River in St. Paul: “It was a perfect size for us, about 1,700 square feet,” says 
Sandy, one of the owners. They hoped to “put the bungalow back” in period style while adapting the house 
for modem life. At first they expected that work would be mostly cosmetic. In working with designer David 
Heide, though, they came to see that this would be a “restoration plus”—much was missing or remodeled, 
or simply didn’t work. For example, the staircase was closed and in the middle of the small house, where it 
impeded circulation. Moving it gave them extra space, yet the project was cheaper than an addition.

“I’d say what we did is not so much a restoration as a credible reinterpretation,” says David, whose 
design studio specializes in period architecture. “We probably added more detail than was here origi
nally, considering the built-in seat at the staircase, kitchen cabinetwork, and

Still, it was important to capture what was true-to-period about the house, which the couple bought 
from the estate of the original owners’ daughter. She had “modernized” with, for example, a shell-pink 
kitchen that had a metal panel ceiling. Much of the millwork had been painted over or stripped out; colon
nades were cut up and used for shelving in the mudroom. The dining room’s buffet was found shoved 
into an attic comer. The attic expansion, largely unheated, was finished in Homasote; the roof had to be

so on.

10
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IN THE DETAILS
Inset tile panels 

and Arts & Crafts 
lighting add style.

WELCOMING ENTRY
Creating a front

facing covered entry
made a difference.
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Arts & Crafts 
Pillows
Bungalow-era 
homes are filled 
with inglenooks. 
bench seats, and 
dark wood furniture 
that beg for decora
tive pillows. Without 
the excessive 
trimming of Victo
rian accent pillows, 
those of the Arts & 
Crafts period fea
tured sturdy fabrics 
and stylized motifs 
in applique, paint- 
stenciling, or em
broidery. A typical 
pillow had a single 
motif, usually done 
in earthy colors. In 
both his magazine 
and furnishings 
catalogs, Gustav 
Stickley published 
pillow designs and 
motifs to copy; the 
pinecone probably 
was his most popu
lar. Using the same 
fabric for curtains 
and pillows is a 
signature of modern 
interior design.

RIGHT: MOVING THE 
STAIRS ALLOWED THE 
ENTIRE FLOOR TO 
WORK BETTER AND 
ADDED PERIOD DETAIL. 
THE ATTRACTIVE NEW 
STAIRCASE ISOPEN, 
CONNECTING THREE 
FLOORS. OPPOSITE: 
SQUARE BUNGALOW 
WINDOWS NOW FLANK 
THE CHIMNEYBREAST. 
PLANS CALL FORATILED 
SURROUND AND BUILT- 
IN BOOKCASES AROUND 
THE FIREPLACE.



IN THE MASTER BATHROOM, TRUE-TO-PERIOD MEDICINE CABINETS WERE CUSTOM- 
DESIGNED. GLASS KNOBS ADD A TOUCH OF GLAMOUR. COUNTERTOPS ARE PEARL GREEN 
GRANITE; THE FLOORING IS MATTE HEXAGONAL TILE.

replaced and turned out to have structural problems. Changing tastes 
could be read, decade by decade, in layers of tired decorating.

Sandy's husband, Tim, is a serious woodworker; he built much 
of the furniture. The plan was to get the house livable so the couple 
could move in, saving projects for Tim to finish when he retired. Fin
ishing the living-room fireplace and adding built-ins are high on the 
list. Other future projects include building a second-floor bathroom 
and remodeling the basement. Changes made during this redesign 
were in keeping with the conventions of the period. The homeown
ers relied on their designers’ deep understanding of the era and their 
familiarity with so many other houses in the area.

“Our biggest improvement was to move the entry at the rear of 
the house to the new side garden, putting the kitchen at the back,” 
David says. “The new kitchen is infinitely better designed; a kitchen 
is easier to use when it’s not a kitchen and a hallway. I like the layer
ing we got from having wide openings between rooms, but with the 
buffet and kitchen peninsula to define rooms.”

14



IN THE NEW KITCHEN. AN APRON-FRONT FARMHOUSE SINK LENDS A PERIOD LOOK. 
THE TILE—2X4 IN A MATTE-GRAY GLAZE—IS A VARIATION ON CLASSIC SUBWAY TILE.

The old porch was divided, half of it becoming an entry foyer and
closet, the other half weather protection at the entry. Enclosing the
porch was an affordable “addition,” providing needed space and also
a buffer between the entry and the living room. Before, the door did
not face the street, and opened directly into the living room—not so
good, given Minnesota winters.

A two-car garage had stood at the back of the property, its access
from the street down a single-lane driveway more than 200' long.
The view from the rear sunroom was of the garage door. So “we
picked up the garage, rotated it 180 degrees, and set it down on the

Kitchen Redesignother side of the yard," David explains. That allowed them to remove 
the driveway, creating a garden outside the dining-room windows.

By relocating the entry from the rear of the house to the side, the 
kitchen got views of the garden, not the garage. The backyard, newly 
landscaped, now has a design relationship with the kitchen. Tim 
and Sandy got their Arts & Crafts home. "David and his firm really 
delivered on our expectations,” Sandy smiles.

When the first floor plan was reconfigured, the kitchen was moved 
to the rear of the house. It no longer has to function as a hallway, 
and it opens to the new side garden. Lighting was designed by 
David Heide’s studio and made custom las were the Living room 
sconces). The microwave-oven cabinet is a Heide signature; the 
door can be opened even if something is sitting in front of it.

15



HISTORY

THE BATHROOM SINK
THE EVOLUTION OF CABINET, CONSOLE, WALL-HUNG & PEDESTAL VARIANTS

Should the washbasin or lavatory be open or enclosed? Wall-hung or set on a pedestal? In 
the 1940s, builders outfitted new homes with sink bowls dropped into built-in base cabinets, 
a convention that persisted for the rest of the century. When the restoration movement took 
off in the 1970s and ’80s, however, renovators rediscovered many of the historic styles, and 
handsome reproductions appeared. By Patricia Poore

1885 1904 1920
Victorian plumbing catalogs called these 
"cabinet lavatories." A porcelain basin and 
taps took the place of the earlier washbowl 
and pitcher on a marble-top washstand.

The one-piece wall-hung sink appeared 
at the end of the 19th century and was 
not uncommon into the 1940s. A fabric 
skirt might hide exposed pipes.

Pedestal sinks, revived during the 1990s, 
are space-efficient and pretty, and they 
partially hide the plumbing. These were 
fashionable by 1910 and common after 1925.

Vintage Stylet By 1900. the Victorian concept of a sink 
"bureau” was disappearing, as plumb
ing catalogs showed sinks that were 
open underneath. Exposed plumbing was 
considered more sanitary (and certainly 
more accessible). Separate hot and cold 
taps were the rule until the 1930s or later; 
today, mixer faucets come with porcelain 
lever handles or cross-handle taps for an 
old-fashioned look. All options are in play: 
You can find furniture-like cabinets in Arts 
& Crafts style. Beaux Arts console sinks, 
and pedestals from neoclassical to Art 
Deco. For 1950s color, though, salvage is 
your best bet.

-

1930 1955
Console sinks were popular for half a 
century. One type is porcelain on shapely 
legs. A marble slab with set-in bowl could 
stand on metal legs or be supported by 
wall brackets.

In the postwar period, plumbing was once 
again enclosed—this time in a built-in 
vanity or wide base cabinet topped with 
tile or laminate. Colored fixtures had been 
available since 1927.

5e
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Sunrise has one of the largest collections of period bathware available anywhere, authentic reproductions down to the smollest detail. 

Real cast iron tubs, fine porcelain, solid brass and oak. All faucets and showers are made of solid brass and equipped 

with washerless ceramic valves that are guaronteed to provide a lifetime of trouble-free service. A•«

800-444-4280 1 www.sunrisespecialty.com



BROOKLYNA LEGACY OF RUS IN URBE IN PROSPECT PARK SOUTH. STORY BY BRIAN 0. COLEMAN / PHOTOS BY EDWARD ADDED



TREASURES FROM AFRICA ANO THE FAR EAST FILL
THE LIVING ROOM; THE CHINESE CARVED

MAHOGANY BENCH IS CA. 1900. OPPOSITE. THE
HOUSE IS AN EYE-CATCHING ORIENTAL EXPRES
SION WITH UPTURNED GABLES AND CARVINGS;

SECOND>STORY BALCONIES WITH CURVED RAIL
INGS ARE REMINISCENT OF A SHINTO TEPfPLE.



LAMPS OF THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY FLANK A SOFA PILED WITH PILLOWS; 
BLOWN-GLASS GLOBES SUSPENDED ON CHAINS ARE USED IN LIEU OF 
CURTAINS. COMPLEMENTING THE FAR EASTERN AESTHETIC.

for it to be Japanese in spirit. (The house originally
was advertised as an “East Indian Bungalow”—bun
galow being a relatively new and oft-used term for
anything exotic.) The architects brought over three
Japanese craftsmen to help in its construction: the
contractor, the decorator, and the master gardener.
With its curved gables, upturned eaves supported by
ornate brackets, and vergeboards ornamented with
cutouts and chrysanthemums, the house attracted a
lot of attention.

That’s just what real-estate developer Dean Alvord
wanted. Brooklyn at the turn of the 20th century was

Houses m this garden suburb were built in styles in its heyday; it was an easy commute by elevated
including Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Craftsman, trains to downtown Manhattan. Alvord had pur-
and Spanish Mission—there’s even a Swiss Chalet. But chased a 50-acre tract in Flatbush in 1899 and dubbed
most unusual by far is the one shown here, built in it Prospect Park South. His motto for the develop-
1902-03. Neighbors today call it “the Japanese House. ment was rus in urbe (“country in the city”), reflecting

Architects John J. Petit and James C. Green meant his vision of a park-like residential community of



A PAIR OF SALVAGED CHINOISERIE CHANDELIERS LIGHTS THE DINING 
ROOM, WHICH RETAINS ORIGINAL STAINED AND LEADED GLASS 
WINDOWS AND TEAK WOODWORK.

ASIAN DECORATIVE MOTIFS
substantial homes—each more than 3,500 square feet 
and costing at least $5,000. Tree-lined grass malls 
gave the illusion of an English park, brick and terra 
cotta gateposts marked entries, and the streets were 
given names that evoked British nobility: Albemarle, 
Buckingham, Marlborough. A Japanese house would 
garner press.

Offered at $26,500, the house was advertised as 
“a faithful reflection of the dainty Japanese art from 
which America is learning so much.” The style was, 
however, a bit much for the 
average American, and the 
house took several years to sell.
In 1906, Dr. Frederick Strange 
Kolle, a prominent physician, 
bought it. Although the home 
passed to several owners over 
the next century, it was never

The nature of the Chinese language—with many homophones, or words with 
different meanings that sound alike—contributes to the prevalence of symbol
ism. Bamboo, cranes, and the lotus are decorative motifs rich with ancient 
meaning. The gable ornament on the exterior of this house includes carved 
chrysanthemums, a symbol of autumn and longevity. Vergeboards have 
cutouts in stylized cloud patterns, associated with the celestial realm and life- 
giving rain. The pendant ornaments scroll is an all-important wave pattern. 
Inside, Chinese dragons in the windows symbolize cosmic energy and good 
fortune, abundance, and power.

RIGHT: ORIGINAL 
HAMMERED 
BRASS HARDWARE 
AND SCREEN-LIKE 
WINDOWS; A CA. 1940 
GEISHA GIRL STANDS 
ON A WICKER PEDESTAL 
IN A ROOM FILLED WITH 
AFRICAN CARVINGS.

21



LEFT: DRAGONS PRANCE IN THE WINDOWS ON THE LANDING: THE LANTERN CAME FROM A 1920s MOVIE PALACE. RIGHT: 
UiTTiCEWORK GRILLES ON EITHER SIDE OF THE FIREPLACE FORM THE BACKS OF INGLENOOKS REPEATED IN THE DINING 
ROOM BEHIND. A CARVED GROTESQUE HOLDS UP THE END OF THE MANTEL.

altered and remained a neighborhood landmark.
When Gloria Fischer and her late husband, Albert, came to 

Brooklyn in 1972, Gloria admits she was at first skeptical about 
the move. But she fell in love with the verdant boulevards of 
Prospect Park South, an urban oasis in 1970s Brooklyn. She 
particularly liked the quirky Japanese House, which had recently 
come up for sale. The interior remained as-built: Carved dragons 
guarded the front door; teak woodwork and boxed-beam ceil
ings graced the main reception rooms; sunlight poured through 
expanses of leaded glass. A wide staircase wound upstairs to six 
large bedrooms. The servants’ quarters and a billiards room on 
the third floor were perfect for the Fischers’ children.

Of course, the house required substantial updating. Electrical, 
HVAC, water, and sewer were redone. The teak woodwork, never 
painted, required only a good cleaning and a coat of varnish. The 
original burlap wallcoverings were left intact and freshened with 
a coat of terra cotta red. The Fischers made just one structural 
change, removing a wall dividing the kitchen from a back pantry,

which gave them room for an eat-in area.
Gloria found Chinoiserie vintage chandeliers, salvaged from a 

movie palace that was being razed, and hung them in the dining 
room and upper stair landing. Lifelong collectors, Gloria and Al
bert filled the rooms with their favorite acquisitions, including 
eclectic assortment of Art Nouveau lamps, oriental textiles, and 
export furniture dating to the early 20th century.

Outside, the house had been painted in a Colonial Revival 
white and yellow scheme. Paint scrapings revealed the vibrant 
original palette, which Gloria reproduced: terra cotta orange on 
the stucco body, with contrasting trim in Mandarin green, and 
carved accents picked out in deep green and Chinese red. Gloria 
became actively involved in preserving not only her home but 
also the neighborhood. She helped in the effort to get Prospect 
Park South designated as a historic district by the New York City 
Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1979.

an

T\cMore Online
Learn more about exotic decorating motifs of the late 19th 
century at oldhouseonUne.com/aesthetic-movement.22 FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 69.
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COLLECTING

ASIAN-INSPIRED ROOMS
VICTORIANA AFICIONADOS DOWNSIZED THEIR COLLECTIONS FOR A UNIT IN A PREWAR BUILDING.

Our previous homes have been Victorian period pieces. But when we 
downsized, the approach had to change. We decided to keep our 19th- 
century Chinese and Japanese collections, and sell everything else.
Pianos visually read Occidental, and ours was on display. Clearly, Japa

nese period decorating was out. We envisioned “Eclectic Oriental.” Our Meiji-era 
(1868-1912) pieces are timeless, as is the Japanese aesthetic. Multi-purpose chests 
{tansu) serve storage needs. Woodblock prints {ukiyo’e) and scrolls {kakejiku) decorate 
walls. Electrified oil lamps (andon) act as table lamps. Qing Dynasty chairs and tables 
fill in the blanks. Muted antique tribal rugs work well with our furniture. By focus
ing on pieces that fit the space without fighting each other, we’re as comfortable now 
as when we lived in the Victorian past. By sieve Austin / Photos by Blackstone Edge Studios
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LEFT: IN THE LIVING ROOM. A LATE
EDO-PERIOD SHIP S CHEST iFUNA
DANSU] ACTS AS END TABLE, AND A
MEIJI-ERA HIBACHI DOUBLES AS COF
FEE TABLE. A MODERN SHOP-ENTRY
CURTAIN iNOREN] HANGS BETWEEN
WINDOWS. PILLOWS ARE FACED WITH
ANTIQUE JAPANESE IKAT {KASURI\
FABRIC. OPPOSITE: CUSTOM SHOJI
SCREENSWIDEN THE DINING ROOM.
DEVELOPING THE THEME (AND BLOCK
ING A BAD VIEWI. A MAH JONGG TABLE
IS THE SITE OF ALL MEALS.

RIGHT: SMALL TANSU SERVE AS BOTH
NIGHT TABLES AND SMALL DRESSERS.
AN EARLY MEIJI-ERA WRAPPING CLOTH
IFUROSHIKI) CURTAINS THE WINDOW. CON
VERTED OIL LAMPS iANDON] LIGHT THE
SPACE. BOTTOM: THE CHINESE BUDDHA IS
MODERN; THE CANDLE STAND {SHOKUDAIl
IS OLD, AS IS THE CLOISONNE GINGER JAR.

JAPANESE AND ORIENTAL ALLURE
America s first attraction to Chinoiserie began with the early China trade. Later, 
the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exposition kindled America's fascination with all 
things Japanese. As in England, a new aesthetic led to the Anglo-Japanese craze of 
the 1880s. Ebonized and lacquered furniture, faux bamboo, and Japanese decorating
motifs all were embraced.

The trend eventually influenced the Arts & Crafts movement. Frank Lloyd Wright, too. 
studied Japanese art and architecture. The Japanese influence has been with us ever 

affecting architecture, interior design, and garden design. Even the muntins that 
divide window sashes in American buildings of the 1940s (including this condo building)
since.

likely were designed to mimic those found in shoji screens.

cMore Online
Tour the author's previous house at oldhouseonline.com/authentic-victorian.



IT TOOK SOME TIME BEFORE THE OWNERS REALIZED THE DOOR'S MID
DLE PANEL WAS GLASS. STRIPPING IT MADE A DRAMATIC IMPROVE
MENT, INSIDE AND OUT. THE OLD WOOD GLEAMS DESPITE CHARACTER
MARKS; THE DOOR RETAINS ITS VICTORIAN HARDWARE. BOTTOM:
AN ARCHIVAL PHOTO OF THE HOUSE. TAKEN BEFORE 1920.

A WELCOME HOME
When we finally got around to restoring the front door of our 
Victorian house, the effect was dramatic. By Charity Vogel
You never know what lurks beneath—in our case, beneath thick layers of paint that would 
need to be stripped. But we knew that our front entry door was a glorious, golden-tone wood, 
and that it was originally clear-finished: The previous owners had not painted its interior 
face. And though it had been painted over, the large pane of glass in the door was intact.

It took a lot of work, mostly by my husband. (I was pregnant at the time.) T.J. remem
bers that the project spanned from early baseball season until the middle of college 
football. For each work session, he removed the door to the garage to work flat. Most of the 
paint came off with a heat gun and large metal scraper (always working with the grain). 
Paint layers included pale yellow, blue, and light green. Then T.J. used a i" scraper in the 
grooves and comers, and razor blades to remove stubborn paint on the glass.

Next came sandpaper and sanding sponges, starting with 6o grit and ending with 180 
grit on a sanding block. He applied three coats (lightly sanding in between) of a urethane 
spar varnish. Despite imperfections in the old wood—marks of age—the door gleams, and 
the glass admits light. The entry has gone from remuddled to period-perfect.

WE DID IT USING;
• 3M SandBlaster sandpaper and sanding 

blocks. These are durable and do a 
great job-worth the money because 
they don't gunk up.

• Spar urethane. We used a marine finish 
to stand up to our severe winters.
T.J. applied three coats of Minwax 
Helmsman urethane in "clear gloss."

• Razor blades. We used regular flat 
single blades to scrape the old paint 
from the window glass in the door.

26 SHOW US • Submit your successful project, large or small, to ppoore@aimmedia.com.
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GERMAN HOUSE
The 1755 Hupp House is the 
oldest in town and is still 
occupied by Hupp descen
dants. Built of local gray 
limestone, it is a Germanic 
center-chimney "bank’' 
house, set on a steep slope 

I next to the Old Valley Pike.
portion of a spring-fed 

i^stream rUns through a 
i^.cellar^hannel to cool milk 
^Jtand food.

LOG DWELLING
■ Strasburg’s early log homes 

were set on dressed limestone 
foundations. The Dosh House 

• was built ca. 1795. Unlike most 
. old Log houses, it has not been 

covered in weatherboards. 
Yielding to English influphce,

: the chimney location moved 
I from the center to the interior of 

an end wall lalthough e^rior 
; chimneys are more common in 

this period).•r

i.

The Civil War WEATHERBOARD SIDING
As is often the case, theThe War Between the States
log Sonner House has beenturned peaceful Strasburg into a

; sheathed in weatherboards.bitterly contested battleground.
The earliest portion dates toThat Legacy makes the area a
1757, while the main two-magnet for history buffs and Civil
story house was constructedWar re-enactors, who visit such
in 1820. A newer additionsites as Banks’ Fort and Hupp’s
(unseen) is to the Left. ModernHill Battlefield. This memorial
standing-seam sheet-metalobelisk, erected by Confederate
roofing is common here.veterans in 1896, sits in the Pres

byterian cemetery in Strasburg.



O route 11 O SHENANDOAH RIVER O INTERSTATE 81

Oh Shenandoah / Strasburg, Virginia

Our rural hometown, just west of the Blue Ridge and 8o miles from D.C., 
boasts houses dating from the 1790s to the 1930s. In the 1750s, when Stras
burg was bom, the town could be reached only via the Great Valley Road, an 
ancient Indian trail that Germanic and Scots-Msh settlers adopted to travel 

from Pennsylvania through the Shenandoah Valley to Kentucky. (If s now part of U.S. 
11.) Marcy McCann, who lives over her East King Street art shop, says, “Out of my front 
window, I can see the whole liistory of the town.” Text and photos by James C. Massey & Shirley Maxwell

LATE QUEEN ANNEBRICK ITALiANATE
The postwar economy delayedWith a cubic form and console

■ the arrival of the Victorian Queeni cornice. Walnut Hill is a center-
Anne style in Strasburg. This 1892 
house has subdued but charac- 

; teristic multiple roof hips and 
gables, as well as a mix of clad- 

; ding materials and ornamenta
tion. Note the round-butt shingles 
in the top gable.

: hall Italianate built soon after the 
^ Civil War. ca. 1870. Its generous 

mix of stylistic influences includes 
a rare late use of staggered 

: Flemish bond brickwork and 
the ca. 1940 semicircular porch.

COLONIAL REVIVAL
Colonial Revival style arrived with 
the 20th century, as in this 1912 
example owned by Don LeVine and 

Lana Farber LeVine, which sports a 
classical wraparound porch. In plan, 

; it is a large center-hall Foursquare 
with multiple pedimented dormers.

Von hated this house when we first saw it—too close to the road. 
"But! couldn’t wait to start decorating it!"

LANA FARBER LEVINE

29The LeVines are longtime residents of the Strasburg Historic District; they restored the 1912 Colonial Revival house shown at right.
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WARRENTON, NC / $395,000
Shady Oaks is an 1812 tripartite Federal with excep
tional intact woodwork in a regional variation of the 
neoclassical Adamesque style. Details include a rare 
carved blind arch in the entrance hall, scrollwork on the 

J exposed stair treads, and a sunburst parlor mantel.

BARNARD, VT / $1,285,000
Built around 1815 in the Cape Cod style, Sweet Han
nah’s Farm sits on 25 acres. Features include three 
fireplaces with period mantels (one with the original 
paneling], plus plank walls, wainscots, and ceilings. 
A 1790 English scribe post-and-beam barn has been 
moved and reconstructed on the farm.

Better 
with Age
It can be a 
challenge 

finda 
house thafs 

a couple 
centuries 

old or more, 
but still true 

to its build 
date. These 

five stand 
the test 
of time.

CHESTER, NH / $379,000
Built in 1749, the Georgian Charles 5. Wilcomb House 
has seven working fireplaces, wide plank floors, pan
eled walls, and several original Moses Eaton stencils 
in need of restoration. In its past lives, it was used as a 
tavern and a church meetinghouse.

to

CLINTON. CT / $315,000
Once part of a farm overlooking Long Island Sound, 
the William Stevens Home was built in 1687. in family 
hands well into the 20th century, the Saltbox retains 
original plank doors, massive stone chimneys, and 
exposed wall and ceiling beams.

TAPPAHANNOCK, VA / $350,000
Rescued from demolition (but still in need of mechanical 
systems and extensive work), Woodfarm dates to 1795. 
Interior features include finely detailed Adamesque pan
eling and dentil moldings, a Chippendale staircase, and 
"cross and Bible” doors with H and L hinges.

30 See more houses for sale on page 52.
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Give Your walls 
Character

With Handcrafted 
Architectural Tile from

ROOKWOOD

Rookwood Pottery specializes in architectural elements and tile for 
a traditional heritage feel or a very modern look, available in 3/8" 
or 5/8" "Sickness in over 100 glaze colors.
Download our Free Architectural Catalog and find a dealer near 
you at www.rookwood.com.

Pottery Company

Made in the iiNnED states Since i«8o
1920 Race Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 

513.381.2510 • www.rookwood.com

Old World Charm
That Complements Any Kitchen

Adorned with copper, brass, nickel or chrome, 
each custom built Elmira Stove Works 
appliance is true to its era, while offering the 
performance and features found in the most 
modern kitchen appliances.
Models available in qas, electric, dual fuel or 
wood-burning. Let us build one for you.

< >

.-irT
_ Elmira 
Stove

Works

/j

u ElmiraStoveWorks.com
1-800-295-8498 fW' For true originals.

RANGES • WALL OVENS • REFRIGERATORS • MICROWAVES • DISHWASHERSA
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*^ Original bathroom tile should be a delight to
the old-house enthusiast. But some become in

secure in the face of nonstop advice doled out by real-ik

estate agents, renovation contractors, and even preserva-
tion societies—that bathrooms are fair game for updating, no

matter what the time period of the house. This is rash for bathrooms
built during the 20th century, many of which are functional and quirkily

attractive to this day. And as any devotee of old houses knows, tiles matched
to the era of the house will never go out of style, unlike modern updates that are

in fashion today but will appear dated 10 years from now.
Consider original tile to be part of the bones of the house, and learn to appre

ciate what you’ve got. My two 1940s bathrooms, which can only be described as
■A early gas station." have white 4x4 square ceramic tile around each of theirc- r..

tubs—how boring can you get? But I've learned to love the simplicity of my
’ white tiles. Art Deco tubs, and leaky snub-nosed sink. For 10 years,

everyone has told me to rip out all of the tile and put in some-
thing gorgeous, spa-like, contemporary, and sleek. And for r4-10 years I've resisted, trying to better understand and

appreciate my original bathrooms. Isn't that what
old-house ownership is about?



SUBWAY SCHEDULE
All subway tiles are not
created equal. The earliest
ones (through about the
1910s) were formed with
squared-off edges [not
"cushioned" or rounded)
and set with very thin
grout lines. The color
was a particular shade of
white, too. According to
Bryan Byrd of American
Restoration Tile, the early
20th century’s super-white
subway tiles resulted from
the pure color of the clay
combined with a clear
glaze that gave them a
depth today’s opaque tiles
just can’t match.

1900-1920: CLASSIC WHITE r - YOU TOO CAN TIL"^
The good news for anyone living in any 
style of home built in the early 20th 
century is that the current popularity of 
subway tiles, specifically white ones, fits 
your home. The tum-of-the-century fad 
for all-white bathrooms was borne out of 
the Victorian notion that dirt harbored 
germs. White tiles made the dirt easier to 
see, and thus eradicate. White 3x6 sub
way tiles matched with a white pedestal 
or wall-mounted sink are period ap
propriate to any home built between 1900 
and 1930 (6x6 tiles were sometimes used 
as well). If your original tiles have long 
gone missing and you can’t pin down 
what first appeared on your walls, you 
can almost never go wrong with a plain 
white bathroom. The clean lines and 
excellent materials from this first part 
of the 20th century are a classic design 
statement that still resonates today.

Delaine Reiter, a busy seismologist and mother in the Boston area, gamely took 
small tiling projects that eventually Led to the retiling of her bathtub surround.

"Tiling is actually sort of fun, but be prepared to take it slow," she advises. "The 
money you save is only through the fact that you’re doing hours of work for free."

Delaine’s first project was to add hand-molded Seneca tiles to a bay window ledge 
to create a plant shelf. She carefully laid out the tiles’ placement on graph paper.
The base of the window Ian add-on to the house) was drywalled, so she cleaned the 
surface and made sure it was completely dry before starting,

on

DELAINE’S TIPS:
■ Minimize cuts by selecting a tile 

size that best fits the space. A 
2' X 4' space could be easily laid 
out with tiles in 1" to 6" squares, 
but the larger ones might not look 
right. Always do a paper layout, and 
remember to factor in the grout.

■ By using slightly irregular handmade 
tiles. Delaine could count on a dose 
of rustic charm to cover her novice 
alignment skills. Handmade tiles are 
thicker and take a wider grout line.

• Never grout right up to the edge of
a change in plane, such as where the 
ledge meets the wall. Be sure to cut 
back the grout to leave room for a bead 
of caulk, which allows for expansion.

> Always order extra tiles in
case of mistakes (15 percent 
is a good rule of thumb).

■ A snap cutter is easy to work with
(and manageable for a small jobl, even 
for thick tiles. The tool scores, then 
snaps the tile along the score line 
using hand pressure. For larger jobs 
or to make complicated corner cuts, 
renting a tile saw might be in order.

L J
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A POWDER ROOM IN A 1930
MEDITERRANEAN REVIVAL1930s HOUSE MAKES A COLORFUL

TILE STATEMENT.

1920s & 1930s: COLOR AND TEXTURE
These decades brought color to bathrooms, 
with pastel subway tile making its debut in the 
late 1920S and bolder Art Deco-inspired colors 
arriving in the ’30s. Many current owners will 
delight in having something interesting to pre
serve, while others find the color trends of past 
periods challenging as they contend with pink-, 
burgundy-, and lavender-tiled bathrooms.

In Bungaloxv Bathrooms, author Jane Powell 
points out that the use of art tiles in bathrooms 
was actually not found during the golden age 
of the Arts Crafts movement (1900-1920), 
but became part of 1930s bath design. These 
tiles could be handmade, or just made to look 
so, and were often square, slightly irregular, 
and set with a wider grout line. A Tudor home 
of the 1930s might have a bathroom with tiles 
depicting Viking ships or goldfish, or a stun
ning Spanish-style frieze. If your home is graced 
with these tiles, by all means work to save them, 
restore them, and honor them. An array of 3-D 
tiles made their debut during this time, too, and 
could feature wave patterns, rolls, or ridges, 
adding interest to finished walls. During the 
Great Depression, subway tiling continued and 
often was paired with bold Art Deco-inspired 
geometric decorations like pencil borders, hex
agonal accent tiles, or caps in a contrasting color.

/

X

/

Xe
THE BATHROOM IN ARCHITECT

WALTER GROPIUS’ 1938 HOUSE IS A X1940s: MODERNISM, ECONOMY, AND NEW MATERIALSrMODEL OF MODERNIST THINIfflreT’

The confluence of new materials and manufacturing methods dur
ing World War II, the huge postwar building boom, and the spread 
of Modernism and its edict that homes be “machines for living” led 
to the plain vanilla 1940s bathroom. Subway tile went out of style, 
and the ubiquitous 4x4 tile gained prominence. While colored tiles 
didn’t disappear, the fallout from the Great Depression and then the 
war made luxury colors less affordable and available (and combina
tions that did get used were more somber, like burgundy and dark 
gray). Meanwhile, Modernism pushed back toward the earlier idea of 
hygienic white and pared-down efficiency. In the hefty 1941 tome Fur
niture and Decoration, Period and Modern, the lone paragraph devoted 
to bathrooms states, “The kitchen and the bathroom should really be 
regarded as factories. They are purely utilitarian. A few years ago we 
were all over-enthusiastic on the subject of color...bathrooms now are 
a nice, clear, clean white tile.’’

Cheaper, faster ways to build bathrooms also were introduced, and 
tile board became a DIY favorite. Most of these faux-tile boards, backed 
with Masonite or, later, MDF, failed from moisture over time.

e

t

X3

£

£

X
£

j. I

1940s •7X.
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TOP 5 TILE
REPAIR TIPS

1. If some tiles chip upon removal,
reinstall them in a less prominent area
of the bathroom (like behind the toilet or
sink) to make the damage less noticeable.

2. Most chips can be hidden with careful
coloring-in—nail polish, smeared on with
your fingertip, can work wonders.

3. If a fair number of original tiles break
upon removal, fill missing spaces with
tiles in a complementary color spread
out across the wall or floor in a random
pattern (it looks intentional!).

4. A work-of-art centerpiece tile pattern
is another way to fill in for missing or
damaged originals.

5. New grout that doesn’t perfectly match
the old/adjoining areas can be stained for
a more seamless appearance.

1960s: THE BEGINNING OF LUXURY
McCall’s Decorating Book from 1964 introduces the
chapter “Luxurious Bathrooms” by describing two
oversized bathrooms (one 16’ x 25' with a window wall
and a crystal chandelier), saying, “These exceptional 
and handsome bathrooms typify the new excitement 
that now surrounds this erstwhile neglected 
Tile mosaics continued throughout the 1960s, but 
other materials stole the show in this new era of the

1950s: THE RETURN OF COLORED TILE room.
The 1950s brought a renewed sense of fun and opti
mism. People weren’t keeping their kitchens and bath
rooms as hygienic “factories.” Enter the era of pink, 
mint, and baby blue tiles—think 1950s automobiles. It’s 
estimated that S million pink bathrooms remain in use 
in American mid-century homes. Mosaic tiling, with 
small rectangular patterns and 1" squares, became pop
ular in the 1950s. Later that decade, tile more liberally 
encased tubs and even went floor to ceiling throughout 
the bath. (Prior to the 1950s, tile was usually applied 
a wainscot around the walls of the bathroom, reaching 
higher only around the tub.)

s“decorated bathroom.” From the 1960s on, tile would 
be only part of the overall effect as furniture, wallpa
per, sconces, steam showers, carpeting, and mirror 
walls overran the bathroom. We remain in this fanciful 
bathroom phase today with the inclusion of ever more 
expensive materials like marble and stone. In reaction, 
I’ve embraced anew my little “factory” bathrooms with 
their boring off-the-shelf tile. Understanding their 
place in history has brought me acceptance. I hope you 
feel the same for your jade-green bathroom.

5

3
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TILE FLOOR TREATMENTS
Mosaic tiles became popular for bathroom flooring in the early years of the 20th 
century, and could be laid in a variety of styles. These vintage illustrations (left) 
offer inspiration for modern floors (right).

SIMPLE PATTERNS
Tiles arranged in a simple 
floral or dot pattern, with 
or without an accom
panying border, area 
perenially popular style.

\ t\
0^ PROFESSIONAL 

REMOVAL TIPS
-■j

When you need to remove tiles—for 
spot repairs, to re-cement loose 
areas, etc.—approach is everything, 
Dave Morrell, of Dave Morrell Stone 
and Tile in Littleton, Massachusetts, 
has a toolkit for both large-scale 
tile demolition and for removing 
select tiles, and it is surprisingly 
delicate. "People see sledgehammers 
on television, but those are the 
worst tools you can use." he says. 
"Sledgehammers don't just destroy 
tile—the shock and reverberation can 
damage plumbing and walls."

He says the best tool for removing 
damaged tile or even a broken soap 
holder is a narrow putty knife. First, 
chip away at the grout. Then use the 
putty knife to pry the element out, 
but avoid leveraging it against a tile 
to be saved.

Morrell warns homeowners that 
they face an arduous search when 
trying to match vintage tiles. Even 
white tiles had hundreds of shades. 
"The industry was always updating, 
so tile companies changed colors 
every single year," he says. Some 
comprehensive sources for vintage 
originals include World of Tile in 
New Jersey (worldoftile.us) and 
Los Angeles' Wells Tile & Antiques 
(wellstilG.com). In addition. Clay 
Squared to Infinity recently launched 
an expansive new line of vintage 
colors (midcenturytiles.com).

Get It: restorationtile.coin

GEOMETRIC DESIGNS
Intricate geometric 
patterns can add serious 
interest and a fresh 
focal point to the room.

m Get It; heritagetile.com

DECORATIVE BORDERS
A contrasting border in 
a solid color or a fancy 
design can readily jazz 
up a bath.

Get It: heritagetile.com

CLEANING GROUT
When white grout gets muddied by mold and 
mildew, scrub it clean with the following process. 
Mix one part bleach to three parts hot water (for 
really bad stains, you can up the ratio to i:i), then 
add 1 cup TSP (trisodium phosphate) and V2 cup 
laundry detergent per gallon of the mixture. Place 
in a spray bottle, and squirt liberally over the grout; 
let sit 15 minutes. Then scrub with a stiff brush and 
rinse with clean water. (Omit the bleach on colored 
grout, and never mix bleach and ammonia.)

XN cMore Online
For more tips on 
matching vintage tile, 
go to oldhouseonline. 
com/match-tile.

JL
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Custom built to your size
Recessed or surface mounted 

14 cabinet styles
8 door styles - glass & inlaid panel 

11 woods & finishes 
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Custom-Made 
Window Shades
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Our specially is manufacluring 
aulhenlic Vtclorlan 

window shades with a variety 
oi materials and styles.

(C

Le Printemps5)

A playful floral design in the French Art Deco style, 
by Henri St^phany, circa 1925.

Samples available at www.bradbuiy.com or call 707.746.1900

Bradbury&^Bradbury 014 Central Avenue | Alameda, CA 94501

www.shadeshop.com
ton tree 877-522-0633
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You’ve put your

HEART
and SOUL

into restoring your home.
AODINC; AIR CONDITIONINC. DOESN’T

MICAN YOU HAVE TO TEAR ITAl^ART.
Trusted in more than 250,000 homes, the Unico System^' fits 
into older homes where conventional heating and cooling units can't.
Its modular air handlers install easily into attics, crawl spaces or closets, 
while the small flexible supply ducts route simply above ceilings, below 
floors or through wall cavities. And by eliminating the need for unsightly 
metal ductwork, the Unico System provides quiet, draft-free comfort 
tfiat fits beautifully with your home's aesthetics.

To learn more about adding the Unico System to your 
home, call (800) 527-0896 or visit unicosystem.com today!

The Unico System OuthB an OvailMe m stfirt and to match any dKor.

UN1COSYSTEH.COM (800) 517-0896

41



T\estore

FIELD TESTED

Paste Epoxy FillersBy Ray Tschoepe
HOW TO USE IT

Wood rot can develop anywhere. The best 
fix is replacement, but if this isn’t possible, 

epoxy fillers are an excellent alternative. They hold 
paint well, and most can be readily sawn, sanded, 
planed, and drilled. Fillers range in consistency 
from syrupy thin to stiff pastes; the latter allow you 
to fill and shape an epoxy to match a sharp edge or 
a complex profile.

The trend in epoxy fillers is focused on con
venience. Resin-to-hardener proportions are 
usually 1:1 ratios (sometimes 2:i), which are easy to 
measure during field use. Some fillers are formu
lated to take hot or cold temperatures into account 
so that curing times are neither prolonged nor too 
fast to be useful.

Before you apply an epoxy filler, 
prepare the surface with a consoli- 
dant from the same manufacturer.
A consoLidant is a thinned form of 
epoxy that soaks into the remain
ing compromised wood fibers and 
improves the bonding surface for the 
filler that follows.

For the best performance, resin- 
to-hardener proportions need to be 
accurate and mixed thoroughly. Take 
equal amounts of part A and part B 
from each container, and knead this 
ball until the color is even through
out. After you start kneading, don’t 
reach back into either container with
out putting on fresh gloves.

In exterior applications, the wood surrounding 
an epoxy repair will continue to expand and con
tract with changes in humidity; consequently, the 
more flexible the epoxy, the better the long-term 
result. A rock-hard filler will eventually break its 
bond with the surrounding wood, allowing water 
to enter around the repair.

Finally, even though epoxy is expensive, famil
iarity can sometimes make it seem like the answer 
for every problem—it’s not. (Don’t use it for struc
tural components like joinery, for example, and 
you don’t need $150 worth of epoxy when you can 
splice in a $10 piece of wood.) Used judiciously, 
epoxy will be one of many

Press the epoxy filler into the defect 
with your fingers, then use a flexible 
putty knife to apply enough pres
sure to force the epoxy into all of 
the crevices. This type of epoxy can 
be difficult to smooth, but it is easy 
to sand. Build it higher than the 
surface and sand to match the sur
rounding wood.

t

important tools in your
cMore Onlineold house maintenance

toolbox,



Head to Head
SOME EPOXIES WERE MOST USER-FRIENDLY IN THE POT. WHILE OTHERS EXCELLED AFTER CURING.

CONSERVW3QO
ConServ’s newest epoxy 
has a tower viscosity than 
the other products we 
tested, which proved to 
be both good and bad:
"I like it for filling voids 
or cracks on horizontal 
surfaces," said contrac
tor Jerry Garner, "but it 
may not be the perfect 
product for re-creating 
corners or outside edg
es." Thanks to its easy 
mixability, long pot life, 
and post-cure flexibility, 
it got high marks for 
user-friendliness, but it 
did have the slowest cure 
time; "It’s best to wait 24 
hours with this epoxy," 
Tschoepe said.

SYSTEM THREE SCULPWOOD PC PRODUCTS PC-WOODY
PC-Woody was one ep
oxy our testers liked bet
ter after it cured. Mixing • 
it proved more chal
lenging than the other 
epoxies we evaluated:
"It was very sticky and 
didn’t always go where 
I wanted it to." McPoyle 
commented. Post-cure, 
it was a different story:
A more flexible texture 
made it easier to work 
with; multiple testers 
commented on how easy 
it was to plane, although 
some found it difficult 
to sand. Once painted, 
it blended well with the 
surrounding wood.

JB-WELD WOOD RESTORE
Our testers found Wood 
Restore easy to mix, 
sculpt, and tool, with 
an adequate pot life 
for most projects, and 
some remarked on how 
well it blended with the 
surrounding wood once 
painted. However, after 
curing, it was the least 
flexible of all the fillers 
tested. "The finished 
product was easy enough 
to plane and carve, but 
I'm worried about how 
brittle it feels," said 
contractor Tom McPoyle. 
"I wonder about its abil
ity to stay bonded to the 
wood substrate over a 
long period of time.”

ABATRON WOODEPOX
WoodEpox was easy to 
mix, but one tester com
mented on its relatively 
short pot life. Post-cure, 
it was moderately flex
ible, blended welt, and 
easy to plane, sand, and 
chisel, making it a solid, 
well-priced performer 
for both filling voids and 
re-creating details. How
ever. a few testers noted 
that its dry, sandy texture 
can make sculpting it 
with a putty knife more 
challenging. ("Wetting 
the knife with rubbing 

^ alcohol helps." sug
gested our expert, Ray 
Tschoepe.)

This smooth and 
easy-to-mix epoxy got 
a thumbs up from our 
testers, who liked its 
sculptability. One tester, 
however, felt that the 
packaging could have 
been more explicit about 
pot life. "I finished the 
project just in time 
before it started getting 
hard," he said. Sculp- 
wood’s relative rigidity 
also made final tool
ing a bit more difficult. 
However, "it is flexible 
enough to resist break
ing free from the wood 
in exterior locations,” 
said Tschoepe.

Get It: $39
for 32 oz.,
system
three.com

Get it: $35 for 
12 oz., conserv 
epoxy.com

Get It: $23 for
12 oz., pc 
epoxy.com

Get It: $19
for 12 oz., 
jbweld.com

Get It; $39
for 16 oz.. 
abatron.com

TIP • To use epoxy fillers effectively, it’s important to clean out as much loose material as practical from the defect.
I

Keep Your Cool
Mixed epoxies give offbeat as the resm and hardener polymerize, and 
since heat accelerates curing, they can cure quickly, especially on hot days. 
To prevent this, keep unmixed epoxy in a cool place, and put the mixed 
components on ice if possible. At the very least, spread the mixed ejloxy on a 
flat surface (such as a waxed pa^r plate) so it can dissipate heat more 
rapidly than if contained in a cup. ' ■: / :

Tschoepe, Director df Conservation^ Fmrmotwt Park MistqfJc PreservaiiethTrtist
'i
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QUICK MAKEOVERS

Spruce Up Hardwood FloorsFloors anchor your rooms—keep them well-maintained by eliminating squeaks and patching 
damaged areas, or add some charm with a decorative register.

9 Ditch the ho-hum metal vent and add period- 
appropriate pizzazz with an ornate register. The 
grilles come in many options to suit the architec
ture of your old house—metal or wood, scroll or 
square designs, shiny brass or oil-rubbed bronze 
finishes. To install, remove the old vent and 
measure the opening in the floor—the width and 
length of the new grille’s bottom measurements 
should match the ones on the opening. Vacuum 
any debris from the opening and insert the new 
register; its weight will keep it in place, but some 
types can be secured to the floor with wood 
screws if you prefer.

HOUR

Replace
your

register

\^/ FROM ABOVE:
Once you've determined the squeak's Location, 
drill a pilot hole at least W in from the edge 
of the board. (Avoid drilling into the subfloor.l 
While holding down the board, hammer a 
long finish nail at a slight angle through the 
pilot hole and into the subfloor and joist. 
Countersink the nail so the hole can be 
concealed with wood filler. Choose a filler 
color that matches your floor.

Silence a 
squeak

IIV
iiiK:

ll

rnrm fi

Over time, old 
floors settle and 
develop squeaks. 

Although the noises 
might be handy 

for catching truant 
teenagers, they also 

can be irritating. 
Not every sound a 
floor makes can be 

dampened, but more 
egregious ones can be 
dealt with from either 

above or below 
the floor.

FROM BELOW:
Position yourself in the basement or crawl space, and have a helper walk across the floor above 
so you can pinpoint the squeak and look for movement. Once you've determined the moving spot, 
gently tap a shim into the gap so that it fits snugly. Draw a line on both sides of the shim to mark 
its depth, then remove it and coat both sides with carpenter's glue. Tap the shim back into the 
gap up to the mark. Allow to dry for at least four hours. (Avoid walking on that area of the floor 
while it does.) Once the glue is dry, use a utility knife to trim excess material from the shim.

44 TIP • Don't drive the shim too far into the gap: it can cause the floorboard to bulge.
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Disguise damage
Over time, floors can take a beating and develop gouges, splintered 
sections, and even holes. An effective way to make those defects
virtually unnoticeable is with a Dutchman patch.

STEP ONE
With a square and a pencil, 
mark a perimeter approxi
mately Vi' around the dam
aged area. Score along the 
pencil lines with a utility knife. 
Using a chisel and a ham
mer, carefully chip away the 
wood inside the pencil lines, 
cutting only to the depth of the 
damage. Gouges are often just 
14" to deep; splinters are 
sometimes deeper.

STEP TWO I
oMore Online(S) Using the same type of wood
For more wood flooring fixes
go to ofdhouseonfine.com/ 
floor-advice.

as your floor and orienting the
grain in the same direction as
the original, cut a block (the
Dutchman patch] to the same
width and length as your open
ing. The Dutchman should be
slightly thicker in depth than
the repair pocket. Test to see if
the Dutchman fits snugly into
the opening. If it is too tight,
sand the edges of the block or
shave them with a utility knife.
Too small? Start over with a
new one.

STEP THREE
Apply wood glue in the bottom 
of the opening, and tap the 
Dutchman into place with a 
rubber mallet. Keep the patch 
in place with a strip of painter’s 
tape, and let it dry overnight. 
Use a plane or a chisel to make 
the Dutchman flush with the 
floor, then finish it off with 
sandpaper in successively finer 
grits so the patch is smooth. 
Refinish to match your floor.

WORK SLOWLY
TO CHISEL AWAY

EXCESS WOOD

rUNTIL THE PATCH
SITS FLUSH. f
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STUFF THimmMm, SCREWED UPCircle 026 on Free Information CardT

44 They made a downspout strainer out of a Mountain 
Dew bottle!

FL'i

IT’S SIMPLE. JUST FITS INSIDE 
YOUR WINDOW FRAMES WITH 
NO MOUNTING BRACKETS.

it.cm

lndowWindows.com | 503.822.3805

Shortly after I moved in to my old row house in South Philly,
I noticed a small roof leak in the back bedroom. I came to 
discover that the previous owners had fashioned a downspout 
strainer out of a two-liter Mountain Dew bottle, some alumi
num window screen, and about three tubes of silicone caulk. 
This Rube Goldberg contraption failed (as it was destined to 
do) and left me with a swimming pool on my flat roof.
-Katie Friesen, via MyOldHouseOnline.com

Circle 012 on Free Information CardT

4-

THE FIX
While purchasing a downspout strainer certainly would 
have been a cheaper and easier solution, it’s still potentially 
problematic. "You want to be able to see where the water 
is coming off of your house,” says restoration expert Duffy 
Hoffman, explaining that strainers, gutter guards, and other 
gizmos tend to collect leaves and silt—so while they may keep 
downspouts or certain gutter sections clear, they can cause 
a backup elsewhere. A better system is to regularly check 
and clean your gutters to keep them free of debris. As for 
the leak caused by the homemade strainer, Hoffman says it 
should right itself after water starts flowing properly through 
your gutters again. "If you stop the infiltration of water," he 
explains, "as it gets hot outside, the roof will dry out."

i

Share Tour Story!
What have you. your spouse, pet, contractor, 
previous owner (you get the picture} screwed up? 
Email us at ohjeditoriaL@aimmedia.com.
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^ABATRON

www.abatron.com

Restoration Products
That Work As Hard As 

You Do
Concrete RepairWood Restoration

BetoreB,

ft" f.HfpiA
\BOCRI

I-

L-:» 5
Uquid^A)od
&WoodEpox \BOWEUtHoodRKtor.c uKil sy _

▼Circle 048 on Free Information Card 'I

WfBont/i

Moldmaking and Casting

lUi
lAastwMolrf il >^sterhM
w- ^ r

We also specialize in concrete paints and coatings, metal repair, 
porcelain refinishing, stone care and related products.

Hands down, the best 
epoxies you could ever 
use for restoration work! 

Middletown, OH

Thank you for saving 
me thousands!
-S.F., Oley, PA

u II
n

n

CALL or email for FREE CATALOG 
800/445-1754 info@abatron.com

5501-95th Ave., Kenosha, Wl 53144 USA
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SOAPSTONE • CUSTOM DESIGN • FABRICATION • INSTALLATION • SATISFACTION

Live Edge SlabsGo Beyond Granite
North American Hardwood 

Kiln Dried

Perfect for Bars, Islands, & Tables 

Unfinished■* 7 cv^'.
n •

Same Day ShippingIN:.,-

Trust our
experts to
make your
design and
installation

^ easy.
Call us today!
Glenn Bou’man. Oirner

^y^rmorrT^oAt^slone^ Co.
Since 1856 VermontSoapstone.com 800-284-5404

1.866.963.5602
www.dininglegs.com

Circle 015 on Free Information CardT
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L
Factory 
Directs Saveli

fi

AMERICANA
Authentic Period Shutters &. Wooden Blinds

Show off your windows with high quality, custom fabricated shutters 
and wooden blinds. Delivered to your door in 4 to 6 weeks, at a 

cost comparable to generic blinds.
Call for a free Brochure 800-269-5697

shutterblinds.com

Many Styles & Colors 
Baked Enamel Finish

Send $1 ter Brodm. 
ftefundaUe witfi Order 
160 Ainmunt Read. Dept OHJ. 

MONARCH M*v^JU02i3D 201-82S-5716

www.monarchrad.com
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Ei.EGANT Ai 1 OROABLli 
WoooEN Radiator Cabinets

Thk Peri’ix't Cover-up
mm

i.
1A*•3fl

>
For an on-stle measuring appointment 

check our wel>sile under ''Sales & Events'. 
Contact us for a free brochure

WWW.woodenradiatorcabinct.com | 800.817.9110

I«r-ik If,
I r

TCircle 041 on Free Information Card

TCircle 055 on Free Information Card
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STEALS & DEALS
1. ARRANGE THE CRATES
If they’re different sizes, try turn
ing some vertically or Leaving a 
little space between them (which 
will create an extra ’shelf"]. Once 
you're happy with the arrange
ment, use a brad nailer and at 
least three nails per crate to fasten 
them together through the corners 
or side slats. Next, using a Va" bit, 
drill two pilot holes in each corner 
and insert I'/z" wood screws to 
further secure the crates.

SMART FIRE ALARM
Upgrade outdated fire 
alarms to this high-tech 
model, which uses a micro
processor to better detect 
smoldering fires. (Plus, it’s 
smart enough not to go off 
when you're frying bacon!] 
$25, smokealarms.com

2. PREPARE THE FRAMING PIECES
Jen used stock 1x12 pine boards 
to frame the top and bottom of 
her shelves. Cut the boards to the 
desired size (allowing for a Vz" 
overhang on each edge], then sand 
the cut edges. Stain the boards 
(Jen used a homemade barn wood 
stain, but suggests Minwax wood 
stain in Weathered Oak for a simi
lar look) and let them dry fully.

THE COST
$5 eachSix wooden crates
$10 each1x12 pine boards

PRUNING BLADE
Turn your reciprocating 
saw into a high-powered 
garden tool with this blade 
that can slice through 
branches up to 5" thick. 
$14.50, leevaUey.com

3. ATTACH THE BOARDSSet of four
$203" casters

Lay one board on the ground and 
place the crates on top of it. Drill 
four pilot holes lone in each corner 
of the shelves] through the slats 
of the crates and into the board. 
Insert a 1" wood screw into each 
hole, then flip the whole thing over 
and repeat on the other side.

$5Wood stain

TOTAL $75

Wooden 
Crate Shelves 4. ADD THE CASTERS Vermont 

fv Natural
LlCOATINGS

This step is optional if you’d like 
your shelves to be portable. With 
the bottom side of the shelves 
facing up, measure in 1" from 
each corner. Place the casters, 
and mark the location of the screw 
holes. Drill pilot holes, then attach 
the casters with the screws that 
come with them.

Finding a set of shelves perfectly 
sized to the space you need to 

fill can be a challenge. Rather than 
rearrange your furniture to shoehorn in 
shelving that doesn’t really fit, why not 
make your own out of salvaged wooden 
crates? Besides cutting down on 
construction time, crate shelving also 
adds a creative touch to your dining 
room, bedroom, or office. Jen Taylor, 
owner of Rustique Restoration in Boise, 
Idaho, shows us how it’s done.

■•loas/BfcM'

POLY WHEY FLOOR FINISH
You’ll spend a bit more for 
this polyurethane alterna
tive, but you’ll thank yourself 
when you’re not choking on 
fumes—it has about half the 
VOCs of traditional coatings. 
$70/gaUon, vermontnatural 
coatings.com

X\oMore Online
Find a link to step-by- 
step photos of this project
at oldhouseonUne.com.

SO TIP • Jen got her crates from a local fruit farmer via Craigslist; also check with local wine stores.
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AMtRICAN RESIORAIION TILE
MANUFACTURER OF CUSTOM HISTORICAL TILE

HEXAGON I 3/4” SQUARE1
SUBWAY TILES | BASKETWEAVE

SPIRAL I ALL OTHER HISTORICAL SIZES

{501} 455-1000
WWW.RESTORATIONTILE.COM

Upgrade to
OverBoards!

OverBoards are high-quality classic upgrades for radiant baseboards. 

Foundry-crafted of solid cast aluminum, OverBoards install easily over

your existing baseboards, and complement

your home’s classic architectural details.
Classic Upsrades for Baseboanl Heat

Call 1 -877-466-8372 or visit us at wv/w.Go-OverBoard.com

▼Circle 004 on Free Information Card

Allied Window has a strong
commitment to high quality custom
storm windows & the capability to

meet the needs of any home or
other building with single glass.

hiterior& Exterior Windows
Custom Colors,

Custom Screens & Special Shapes
Historic, Residential &
Commercial Buildings

Energy Savings—Approximately 50%
Somid Reduction—Up to 50%

51



Instore

THIS. NOT THATAntiqle
HOMES* Distorted JambThe Sales Directory of 
Antique & Historic Properties Older houses usually show some signs of settlement; these stresses 

on window jambs, particularly on the upper floors of wood-framed 
houses, can cause them to change shape. Once this happens, the sash 
will no longer seat properly or seal out air. By Ray Tschoepe

Histoiy for Sale
Find the most interesting uniQue 

antique and historic homes. ^

WRONG WAY
STUFF THE GAPS
When winter arrives, windows 
with distorted, gapping jambs 
become very expensive sources 
of heat loss. Avoid the temptation 
to simply tape over the gaps or 
fill them with soft material like 
foam or rags. When the sashes' 
lock or meeting rails do not meet, 
air can flow easily through the 
gap, even if you have dutifully 
attached small blocks of wood to 
the underside of the lock catch so 
that it operates "normally."

Lyt*.
•EuaiSTO
QcfcTT'e.www.antiquehomesmagazine.com 

...where buyers find their dreams.

RIGHT WAYUNION, MAINE - Beautifully restored 18th 
century home, listed on the National Regis
ter of Historic Places, one of the finest pe
riod homes in Maine. The main house is the 
centerpiece and complimenting the grounds 
are a 40’x80' barn. 19th century store, a 
cobbler’s shop, a cooper’s shop, a garden shed 
and outhouse. The setting enhances the beau
tiful group of structures with lawns, fields, 
gardens, a small orchard and about 40 acres 
of mixed woods. For more information please 
contact Jim lanello at Cates Real Estate at 
207-785-2000 or view this property online at 
www.ebenezeraldenhouse.com

EXPAND THE SASH
With the upper sash as high as it will go and 
the lower sash in position at the bottom of the 
jamb, measure the largest gap between the 
inside of the jamb and the upper and lower 
edge of the sash. Remove both sashes (take 
out the interior stop molding and swing the 
sash into the room), and glue a piece of wood 
twice the thickness of the measured gap to 
the upper and lower edges of each sash. Once 
the glue is set, mark the angle of the jamb on 
it. Cut a 1 "-wide strip of wood to the width of 
the window and hold a level beneath it. Keep
ing it level, touch the upper edge of the strip 
to the lowest part of the upper jamb; measure 
the distance to the inside of the jamb's high 
side. Transfer this measurement to the glued 
wood, then saw and plane the wood to match.

Install the upper sash. While holding it in 
place with one hand, carefully mark the posi
tion of the top of the lower rail (where the lock 
goes) on the jamb. Then place the lower sash 
in position. Mark the top of the lower sash 
on the jamb. Now measure the difference 
between the two marks, divide it in half, and 
remove this much additional material from 
the upper and lower rails, keeping the angle 
consistent. When you reinstall, both lock rails 
should line up perfectly.

/•^—' vJk® aj5>cx> cjr

//

$885,000

WAKEFIELD, RHODE ISLAND • The 
Jeremiah Brown House. Circa 1750s Colo
nial with period detail situated in beautiful 
coastal Southern Rhode Island. Post and beam 
construction with an out building that houses 
a two car garage and accessory studio apart
ment. Home is situated on almost two acres 
with stone and granite walls. John Biafore. 
Lighthouse Real Estate Group. 401-789-6700.

$380,000.

52 TIP • Match wood species if possible, but don't worry about aligning the grain.
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WE LEARN BY DOING
The Building Preservation/Restoration 
Associate Degree program at 
Belmont College is one of the most 
recognized programs of its kind. • Beautiful & Efficient 

• Easy to Install 
• Guaranteed to Last for Life

• Unique combination of theoretical 
and hands-on learning

■ National network of 
graduates

• Transferrable credits
• Affordable tuition BELMONT

COLLEGE tTile Reggio Register Company
■ Dept. DI4U^B^tA Road, leominster^A 01453

740.699.3941
www.belmontcollege.edu/BPR

1.800.880.3090 • tnrww.reggioregister.com

▼Circle 057 on Free Information Card

Join these Storefronts.
Sign up for a Storefront on REX and add 
your products to a growing selection of 
unique and period-authentic products at 
the best prices found anywhere online. 
For more information, please contact:

Robin Habberley
REX Sales Director 
(703) 83i-65S8 
rhabberiey@aimmedia.com

Julia Hite
REX Sales Executive 
(912) 201-3626 
jhite^immedia.com

Peter H. Miller
VP General Manager, 
Home Group
(202) 339-0744, Ext. 104 
pmiller@aimmedia.com

BEXmihTwww.rexbilt.com
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Patricia Poore is Editor 
Emeritus of Old House Journal.T\estore

ASK OLD HOUSE JOURNAi

Q What was 
that old OHJ 

formula involving 
linseed oil for 
exterior woodwork? 
— y^ohn H, Carter, 
Brooklyn, New York

Our late 1890s house is full of oak 
and pine woodwork. We need to 

remodel unattractive 1970s bathrooms and 
are considering using woodwork, not white 
subway tile. Is that appropriate?
—Robert and Julia Burton, Manchester, New Hampshire ^ This prep is especially 

• good for dry, fissured 
window sash and sills. Scrape 
off loose paint, and saturate the 
wood with a 50/50 mix of boiled 
linseed oil and paint thinner. 
Repeat after 24 hours. Three days 
later, tlie wood may be lightly 
sanded, primed, and painted with 
a high-quality exterior paint, and 
is much less likely to peel.

For sure! It’s true that the “sanitary” 
movement was prevalent in the 1890s, 
resulting in widespread use of glossy 

white paint and white tile. But naturally finished 
wood, including varnished headboard for wainscots 
and ceilings, was still quite popular. Of course, you 
can paint your woodwork in an ivory tone to bridge 
the two approaches. For the floor, consider var
nished or painted wood, linoleum, or a commercial 
vinyl tile to simulate linoleum tiles.

qA:

or

s

Have a Question?
3< BUiLT IN 1890, VERMONT'S MARSH-BILLINGS FARMHOUSE V/AS 

MODERN FOR ITS TIME, WITH A PLUMBED FULL BATHROOM. 
NOTE THE WOOD WAINSCOT AND TUB ENCLOSURE.

Ask Patricia at
ppoore@aimmedia.com.

B Traditional Building
Lism CONFERENCE SERIES

Join us at our last 
conference in our series:

The Ti-nditional Building 
Confiience Series is made possible 

iy the generous support of our 
2014 exciusii'e sponsors:

GOLD
Marvin Windows-Historical 
Arts & Castlng-Timberlane

SILVER
Allied Window-LudowicI 
Roof Tile-Crown Point 

Cabinetry-John Canning 
Studios-Wiemann Iror\- 
HB&6 Companies -The 

Unico System

BRONZE
Crittall Windows-Kepco-(- 
Christman Company-ESCA 

Special Clean-Scofield 
Lighting

Historic American Homes ST PAUL, MN
Sept 25-26, 2014

Cherish the Past.

Register Now!

H'ww.traditionallmildingshow.com

Registration Inquiries: 
Carolvn Walsh 
781.779.1560 

cwelsh9alnvnedia.com

Education Inquiries: 
]ud/ Hayward 
802.674.6752 

jhaywardOalm media.com

Sponsorship Inquiries:
Peter H. Miller 

202.339.0744, ext. 104 
pmiller9almmedia.comJoin Us Today!

www.HistoricAmericanHomes.org
Ptsduficd Ib 

bUfiBbMBSS WIC

HOME GROUP
ACTtVI MT8HIT Ml
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By the producers of SUBWAY CET^AMICS * Helping People Build Beautiful 
Country Places Since ipj4!^RArTSMANBTlLE

A ^ERITAOe J\lt COLLecnON

C: ■>

I
I-

The Craftsman Tik collection recreates !920’s Am &, Crafis 
originally produced by the Bitchelder-Wilson Company of 
Califemk.
d^naily designed to hanncatrae witli die aesthetic principles of the 

&. Crafts nwemenc commonly Fiund in the Craftsman bungalow

Patifia glaze wall tik and unglazed porcdain mosaics

o

f-j&RlTAG&TILf

c oH&RlTAOeTILeWWW
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Colonialplankfloors.com

Hand Crafted . Hand Finished. Century Style

*t>l215'997'3390 w
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PRESEmilON 
I*RQDTOTS, Inc.

WWW.CLASSICGUTTERS.COM

Protecting America's heribige, 
one landmark at a time.

90" SECTIONS

HALF ROUND I

tV — w wl
ACRYMAX. COATING SYSTEMS

RESTORE METAL ROOFSCOPPER, ALUMINUM & 
GALVALUME HALF ROUND GUTTERS

fa/so greal for other types of roofs)
Ship UP TO 26’ nationally

PH. 269.665.2700 26 styles of cast fascia brackets 
FAX 269.665.1234 preservationproducts.comRoof mount options available

OldHtuse Our new website is an education!
presents

Concept Additions
This dynamic, interactive site offers users:

» EXTERIOR RENDERINGS 
» PHOTO-REALISTIC ROOM VIEWS 
» ARTICLE DOWNLOADS 
»INFORMATIVE VIDEOS 
» BONUS SLIDESHOWS 
» SPECIFIC PRODUCTS 
» RESOURCES & LINKS

In conjunction with the 40th anniversary of Oid House Journal, we've launched a virtual design site: OHJ Concept Additions. The editors 
have partnered with respected architects to showcase additions to basic house forms, their styles running from Federal to bungalow.

OHJADDITIONS.COM
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Stoekjmrds Briek ^lecializes in reciaimed ar
chitectural elements fitan the heart of the indus
trial and manufacturing districts erf Chicago. We
turn old growth timber into beautiful ceiling and
wall expceed beams, flooring, mantels, and cus-STOCKYARDS tom furniture; old bnck and pavers Into patios,
fireplaces, kitchen Hud bar tiled flooring, back

Eplaabes. driveways, and decks

Terra Firma
Handmade Stoneware Tile

Complete line for kitchen, bath, fireplace and pool.
www.TerraFirmaArtTile.com 803.643.9399

▼ Circle 056 on Free Information ▼Circle 053 on Free Information Card

Dutch Doors
French Doors

Louver Doors &
Much More!

WARD
Est. 1868

VERTICAL GRAIN QUARTER SAWN 
Sprute Clapboards ■

Manufacturers of historical 
vertital groin clapboards for 

^ restoration and new construction

HANDCRAFTED SOLID WOOD DOORS
Add Beauty & Value To Your Entire Home!

t!Just Like The Olden Days...n

Shop Online I Request a Quote I Call for Catalog
VintageDoors.com - 1 (800) 787-2001Box 1030 WoistfieldJT 05673 • 802-496-3581

^ VAKl ‘Q' ■ EBO
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Supplying custom 
soapstone product
to architects,
designers, and
homeowners for
over 15 years.

Denver San Francisco • Nevi^ Jersey 
We Ship Nationwide » Toll Free 877-478'8170

soapstones.com

. NEWWAYS OF ENGAGING.

LINK TO —
ONLINE
EXCLUSIVES

INTERACTIVE
CHECKLISTS

BONUS o- 
CONTENT EULL-SCREEN VIEWS 

OF IMAGES

ONLINE — 
SHOPPING DOWNLOAD THE 

DIGITAL EDITION AT: 
OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM 
/OHJDIGITALOUHmse.
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66 VINTAGE VISION; A PASTEL BATH I 68 FAVORITE THINGS: TUBS & MORE I 70 KEY DETAIL: CLASSICAL WOODWORK I 72 THEY STILL MAKE: BRIDGE FAUCETS
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SIVLALL AND MODEST

now TO MAXIMIZE SPACE, SOIAE STOIEXGE WOES, 
AJND SET THE STYEE. By Patricia Poore

H You’d never believe it, scanning 
the high-end decorating maga
zines or visiting a bath fixtures 
showroom, but some people are 
perfectly happy with their small 
bathrooms. Usually, these people 
live in old houses. Theirs is not 
the spa bath with his-and-hers 
vanities and a marble sauna. Old- 
house baths, big enough for one 
occupant at a time, are efficient, 
easy to clean, and—well, seemly.
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ouses built right through the 1970s probably don’t have 
the room for a luxury bathroom, unless they have an 
added master suite, or a bedroom has been taken over. 

(The latter is common in houses built before plumbing came 
indoors.) Nevertheless, an existing bathroom of modest size can 
be made to look good and its capacity stretched.

Solutions include built-in cabinets, furniture, and enclosures; 
making use of nooks and low walls; choosing small fixtures; maxi
mizing space with a few design tricks; and unifying the room with 
fixture style, color, and finishes.

Even in the bathroom, a period-inspired approach results in 
a unique space that’s charming regardless of size. Oddly enough, 
you may have inherited the white subway tile, wood wainscot, 
capacious sink, clawfoot tub, deep linen closet, or old-fashioned 
medicine cabinet that are coveted in today’s mansion-size bath
rooms. The bathroom familiar from the early 20th century works 
well in almost all houses (since the basics haven’t changed much 
since), but the room can be rendered cottage, classic, Victorian, 
or bungalow style depending on your decorating choices.

H A BIT OF HISTORY In the English fashion, early American 
bathrooms often had three separate chambers (the WC or toilet, 
lavatory or sink, and bathtub). Though these spaces were utilitar
ian, they often included deluxe fittings: a sculpted porcelain toilet 
bowl with a glossy mahogany seat, marble countertop, brass or 
nickel taps. In wealthy and urban households, the main bathroom 
was tiled. Wood wainscot lined walls in country houses and sec
ondary baths. Built-in linen drawers often were tucked into 
a corner. Later, floral papers and curtains in the Colonial Revival 
taste added charm to plain white rooms.

What we think of as a Victorian bathroom actually lasted 
through the 1910s. Clawfoot tubs were fashionable until at least 
1910 and popular until 1920 (after which they were frowned upon). 
Plumbing was reliable by the 1920s, and the tub could be enclosed. 
The separate shower was an expensive luxury early in the 20th 
century. In most cases, the bathtub was plumbed with a shower 
apparatus, a model that survives today.

The bathroom exploded with color during the late 1920s and into 
the ’30s. First came colored field tiles (often used with a black

6muil 6atA
STRATEGIES

1./
flooring or linoleum tiles, laid on the 
diagonal, make a room feel bigger, as 
does 3 floor of small tiles.

GAIN SPACE
Sometimes you want a larger bathroom- 
for multiple users, to include both tub 
and shower, or because the existing 
room is a Victorian-era water closet.
If adding a master suite is not under 
consideration, you'll have to borrow 
space from another room. Best bets 
include taking over the smallest bed
room, absorbing an adjacent closet, 
or encroaching into the stair landing 
or hall, which are often spacious in 
old houses.

3. FIND STORAGE
Build cabinets or shelves into wall 
spaces between studs. Use a vanity 
cabinet with hidden storage under 
your sink basin. Conversely, choose 
3 wide pedestal lav to hold toiletries, 
along with glass shelves. Taking a cue 
from pantry and kitchen, build tall, 
shallow cabinets from countertop 
to ceiling. Make liberal use of old- 
fashioned hooks, rings, train shelves, 
tub caddies, and towel bars.

2. MAXIMIZE SPACE 
Using glass expanses-for the 
shower door, or even the linen closet 
door-allows the eye to see to the full 
perimeter of the room. Large mirrors 
expand the perception of space. A 
pedestal or console sink reveals 
more of the floor area. A flat wall unit 
can replace the clunky old radiator. A 
spacious shower with a seat is more 
usable (and more space-efficient) than 
a bathtub: tiny sink basins and corner 
sinks and toilets are widely available. 
[Sunrise Specialty has a 54" slipper 
tub: most are 60" to 68".) Wood strip

4. CREATE A JEWEL BOX
A tiny room is an opportunity to overdo 
it without spending a fortune (or 
overwhelming the house). Don’t go 
"all white" in an attempt to make 
the room feel bigger: it won't. Instead, 
consider wallpaper or a papered dado or 
wood wainscot, color on the ceiling, art 
tile (or an exotic tiled floor), period or 
art lighting, and custom woodwork.

perimeter of the room 
and maximize light.
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AN UPSTAIRS BATHROOM TAKES ADVAN
TAGE OF FOUND SPACE. THE SHOWER IS
BUILT INTO THE UNFINISHED ATTIC BEHIND,
AND ITS GLASS DOOR MAKES THE ROOM
FEEL THAT MUCH BIGGER. WALLPAPER
PLAYS UP UNDER-THE-EAVES CHARM



"j^cMore Onlitie
T

Find a collection of our best bathroom 
advice at oldhouseonline.com.

border or buUnose); then, in 1927, plumbing manufacturers 
introduced fixtures in such colors as orchid, black, mint green, 
and pink. The still eye-popping Jazz Age bathroom was bom 
when all that flashy color was joined by angular Art Deco or 
rounded Streamline-style fixtures and lighting.

GUIDELINES TODAY Old-house bathrooms are not perfectly 
preserved; overtime, practical owners have fixed them up, painted 
them, added and deleted. Such rooms are believable and functional 
because their owners responded to an existing bathroom (and 
presumably to the house). In a gut renovation or new construc
tion, it’s too easy to succumb to the excess spending and up-to-the- 
minute look aggressively sold through advertising and showrooms. 
But limitation makes for creativity. A modest bathroom will have 
evolved, with, say, a reproduction light joining a ’40s radiator and 
'20s tile. These bathrooms have some quirks.

And that’s the best thing about them. They truly belong to their 
houses. A kitchen-and-bath designer today probably would not 
specify a new bathroom like those shown on these pages. They 
are too small, too one-person; doors and windows break up walls; 
floor space is taken up by radiators or furniture. Still, these rooms 
remain usable, and each is one of a kind.

So paint in your favorite wall color, replace a tired floor, add 
period lighting that improves illumination. But when it comes to 
size—and the three basic fixtures—better to leave well enough alone.

TI\Y TO SALVAGE OR

SOMEriHNG 

OF I HE BATHROOM YOU INHERIT: 

ITS LAYOUT, SINK OR TI B, TILE OR 

CABINETS. PAINT, CURTAINS, 

AM) ACCESSORIES WILL UPOWFE 
AND/je/''k'Na/f,je EviiN the 

MOS r BASIC ROOM.

/ '(•

FOR RESOURCES, SEEPAGE 69.

VERTICAL STORAGE
The 72"-tal( Sellwood cabinet, in black or white, 
looks like a built-in. Beneath the glass-door 
apothecary section, a cabinet and drawer hide what 
you don'twant to see. Get It: $1,395, rejuvenation.com

THAT SAVE SPACE

MEDICINE & MORE
With a bright, mirrored interior and built-in caddy 
for extra toilet paper. Kohler's frameless, semi- 
recessed Oval Mirrored Cabinet makes efficient use 
of standard stud space. Get It: $231. kohler.com

RINGS & RACKS
Besides handsome towel 
bars in a 16” length, 
Rocky Mountain Hardware 
sells 6” and 7" towel 
rings with different 
options for escutcheon 
and patina, all in 
architectural bronze.
Get It: From $283,
rockymountain
hardware.com

IN A CORNER
A rounded corner sink takes up very 
little space-and almost disappears 
when it's made of glass. The Ardmore 
has contemporary Art Deco style and 
an integral towel bat. Get It; $369.95, 
signaturehardware.com
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WITH STYLE
You can add color and charm to a “sanitary” white 
bathroom that would have been familiar in 
1920. Beadboard and artwork, salvaged furnishings, 
and even wallpaper are safe in a room with reliable 
modem plumbing and ventilation.

1. A WATERY THEME
Similar to period papers of Japanese kol, a new mural lends character to a near- 
original bathroom in a 1908 Tudor.
2. COTTAGE VICTORIAN
Every romantic detail in this "new old" guest cottage says country Victorian. 
The wall-hung sink and light fixture are vintage.
3. MONOCHROMATIC GLAMOUR
Chrome and glass against white creates a vintage Hollywood look in a room where 
necessities are neatly on display.
4. BUNGALOW REDUX
For a powder room in an Arts & Crafts house, the pedestal sink and wainscot copy 
those in an upstairs bath.



Vesign

VINTAGE VISION

Standard Sanitary Manufacturing Co. /1923
The era’s most popular styles blend together in this 1920s bathroom.

A pair of Colonial Revival sconces 
hints at a prevailing design fad of 
the time; replace candelabra bulbs 
with round ones to get this unique 
look. Glendale two-arm sconce. 
$240, brasslightgallery.com

Keep toiletry 
necessities organized 
in classic 1920s 

"sanitary" style with a 
white porcelain shelf 
and matching wall- 
mounted cup holder. 
Dunbar shelf, $125, 
and cup holder, $60. 
rejuvenation.com

American Universal’s pastel colors 
make it easy to copy this treatment 
of dusky blue 4x4 tiles laid on 
the diagonal and bordered by 1" 
peach squares. Brittany Misty 4x4 
tile, $7.95/square foot; Dot 1 " tile. 
$9.95/square foot, auc-tile.com

VHMaMJilCtEM BBB
BSCBKItH

SBBfVlfBlIII m

20th century, but fitting 
one with a shower- 
curtain rod can be 
a challenge. Find 
appropriate options at 
sunrisespecialty.com.

its new DXV line. (For a faucet 
with porcelain cross handles, 
check elizabethanclassics.com.1 
Fitzgerald sink, from $520, dxv.com

n m\
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The WATERLESS Solution z

ymzi

fj 1.4

Installed

To be Installed

Save Your Historic Windows with 
Ush-Tech Interior Storm WindowsABR’s WATERLESS Fireplace Cleaner is a temporary 

cleaning coating designed to remove dirt, soot, and 
contaminants, trapping them within the coating for 
easy collection and disposal. This removable mask 
requires NO WATER in its application or removal.

Applies like a thick paint - Allow to dry - Peel dirl and coating oti

10 Minute Install/10 Seconds In /10 Seconds Out

Innerglass mmlow Systems^ LLC 
The Compression-Fit Advantage

storinwindows.com • 800.743.6207
www.abrp.com800-346-7532 k

American Building Restoration Products, Inc.

ELEGANTEXTEffiS
fORTOWMTOK.MRCHAttOORS

CHECK OUT ALL OF OUR INTERACTIVE MAGAZINES: OLD HOUSE JOURNAL NEW OLD HOUSE ARTS & CRAFTS 
pSiffi COUNTRYS BEST CABINS. AND LOG HOME LiV/NG
FIND ALL OF OUR DIGITAL EDITIONS AT OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM/DIGITAL
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Serial restorer Mat7 Ellen Poison is known 
for her discerning eye for period furnishings.Design

FAVORITE THINGS

Bathing Beauty
Revive your bath with 
period accents, or go all out 
with a statement piece.
By Mary Ellen Poison
1. SPOUT IT OUT
With a spout shape characteristic 
of the ’20s, this chrome tub filler 
with porcelain lever handles is 
designed for bathtubs with free
standing water supplies. From 
$185. Elizabethan Classics, (800) 
947-7000, elizabethanclassics.com

2

2. DOWN THE DRAIN
Even a sink drain can be a work 
of art with these decorative 
covers featuring carved stone, 
shell, or cast metal. $150 to 
$280. Linkasink, 1866) 395-8377. 
linkasink.com

3. HANDY CABINET
Perfect for smaller spaces, 
this wall-hung cabinet is con
structed with haunched mortise- 
and-tenon raised-panel doors in 
reclaimed pine with a painted, 
distressed finish. $425. SilverLight 
Editions, 1484) 667-2121, silver 
lighteditions.com

4

* »4. OVER THE RIM
Keep your soap and a sponge with
in reach on a rolled-rim tub with 
this period reproduction basket in 
solid brass (with a choice of four 
finishes]. $65. Affordable Antique 
Bath and Ivlore. (888) 445-2284, 
bathandmore.com

J

3
5

5. FIT FOR AN EMPRESS
A regal centerpiece for baths of 
the Belle Epoque, the Josephine 
cast iron tub can be hand-painted 
in one of 12 finishes, including 
Moustier Bleu (shown]. From 
$6,327. Herbeau, 1800] 547-1608, 
herbeau.com
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Removat Problems
Your Paint

VUe Can Soivg
® pro•nw painiStiaver

ot lead or regular paint
clapboards, slungles. 

any flat surface 
In 20 seconds 

while crfllecting 
debris into any vacuum-

T*'back, page 8bungalow
Heide Design Studio

PUTTING THE
Architect Oavid
dhdstudio.com
Windows Marvin

Tile North Prair’®

Irom
or

marviri.com
<e Tileworks

Exterior
handmadetite.com

Art Glass Lamp
“Dust-Free

paint StripP‘«« 
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Century Studios ■ «
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!aTh“<udioslM2)810-«54
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Classical Woodwork
The Renaissance designs favored
in Great Britain also were used in
American homes of the late
Georgian and Federal
periods, such as the 1771
Tracy-Prince House
in Newburyport,
Massachusetts.

CORNICE
This heavy, dentiled cornice
is tyBjcal oj^Georgian-era 
neoclassicism aftet 1770/1
Georgian woodwork is
robust, unlike the delicate
trim of the Federal era
that followed.

ARCH
A Greek key design
embellishes the underside
of the segmental arch; the
keystone is carved with
a stylized acanthus leaf.
Pilasters [the engaged
square columns] and the
shouldered moldings
framing the chimney wall
also are derived from
classical architecture.

MANTELPIECE
The Palladian-style chimney-
piece is centered between 1,
flanking arched openings
that frame tall windows
on either side. A pair of ,
scrolling console brackets
bridges uprights and beams
in the mantel's entablature
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HISTORICFORSALE COM
NORTH AMERICA'S ONLINE HOME FOR HISTORIC REAL ESTATE

i

1610 Abner Adams House, Bloomfield, New Vbrit. 
Meticulously restored and updated in the Finger Lakes 
Region of NYS, mirrutes from Rochester, Canandaigua, 
and Wineries. 412/ sq ft Federal Style horrte, 3.5 village 
acres, 6 bedrooms, 4 5 bathrooms, custom kitchen widi 
great room, dining room, keeping room, office, first floor 
laundry, 6 fireplaces, 2 staircases, A/C, 2 bay garage and 
2+ bay carriage house with loft. Town Water and sewer. 
Currently a Turnkey B&B S549.900 585-657-4681; 
wwnw,abn«rMl«iTNheuM.com/forsal«.php.

N«w Bern, North Carolina. Buill ca. 1885, with a 1923 
remodeling as a gracious Colonial Revival, the Abbott- 
Rowe home retains its original charm. Four bedrooms and 
4.b bathrooms. Bay windows and exceptional millwork. 
A Porte Cochere, patio with pergola and lovely wrap
around porch provide wonderful opportunities for outdoa 
entertaining. The thoroughly mod^ kitchen has granite 
countertops and one of seven fireplaces. Easy walk to res
taurants, shops and cultural activities. Call Pam Michel, 
Broker, Trent River Realty. 252-637-8819.

Hurt Mansion, Atlanta, Georgia. This Spectacular 
1904 home in Atlanta was built for entrepreneur Joel 
Hurt, and Is nestled in the heart of Inman Park, the neigh
borhood he developed in the late 19di century There 
are five bedrooms, four full and two half baths, tiger oak 
woodwork, heart pine and oak floors, high ceilings and 
gracious formal rooms. Additional features are an eleva
tor. pool and carriage house. Offered at SI ,975,000. Pat & 
Melissa Group, Re/Max Metro Atlanta, 404-276-7736.
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Btttt? yumNorth America's Online 
Home For Historic Real Estate
Search for hundreds of historic and 

vintage properties for sale in the United 
States and Canada, including;

• Historic Homes • Commercial Buildings 
• Churches ■ Inns, Hotels and B&Bs 

•Mills -Schools'Properties for Auction
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Gr«v«lb<HHg, Saskatchewan. The fcrmer CcOient of 
Jesus and Mary buildmg is a Municipal & Natxxial Heritage 
Property located in the Town of Gravetourg. SK The 90,000 
sq ft property features a large four-story brick-and-Tyndall 
Stone structure built between 1917 and 1918. The two three- 
story wings were built between 1926 and 1327. TTie heritage 
value resides in its historical and architectural design. For 
more infonriation on this investment opportunity, contact 
Carieen Wallington. Economic Deveiopmem Officer 
306-648-3301 Ext.4orgrev«lbouig.edo<?sasktel.net.

Harwich Port, Massachusetts. Hanvich Port. Cape 
Cod. MA. voted one of the top 10 'Happiest Seaside 
Fowns" by Coastal Living magazine! This restored 
1687 home is located on lovely Bank Street amid other 
fine historic homes. Close proximity to beaches, res
taurants and shops of Harwich Port. Apartment over the 
garage for guests or rental income. 6 bedroom. 4 baths.

List your property using our online form atFor more info, contact Lisa Hassler, Decoy Really,
774-994-1337. Ihngrhfcitnrirhnmnwnpirortrnm or
visit website HlstoricHomesCapeCod.com.

Tiffin, Ohio. Historic Home with Vineyard. Pasture, and 
Horse Barn in NW Ohio. Award-winning circa 1833 
Greek Revival country home on 22.9 acres in NW Ohio 
near the campus town (Heidelberg University, Tiffin 
University) of Tiffin and within commuting range of 
Columbus and Toledo. Five/six-bedroom. 21^-bath, care
fully restored 2911 square-foot home with IVFstory car
riage housej large pergola: English garden, circa 1865 
English threshing barn; pasture; and small commer
cial vineyard. $529,000. Contact owner Tom Newcomb 
tnewcomb@heidelberg.edu or 419-618-4061.

Bedford, Virginia. BEALITIFULLY RESTORED, irique, well 
maintained, upgaded circa 1775 home. 21.37 aaes 5 bed
rooms. 3 baths. 6 firepiaces. Updated kitchen. Original formal 
dining rtxim. living room. GORGEOUS Mountain views. 

Rolling farmland, woods Perfect for vineyard. Equestrian, 
B&B. Exffinded family New fencing. Creeks. Springs. 2-car 
gvage Walkout basement. Effident heal Bam/wokshop. 
GREAT LOCATION! Convenient to Lynchburg, Roanoke. Blue 
Ridge Parkway. Additional 3 acre building lot available Low 
taxes/utilities Realtors: 4% commission.
Email: marklapede@yahoo.com. Phone: 540-586-4024.

Daufuskie Island, South Carolina. CIRCA 1883 
Lighthouse/Ke^r's Cottage 'For Sale'. Located in the 
sunny Soudi on Daufuskie Island, South Carolina just a 
short ferry ride from Savannah, Georgia and Hilton Head 
Island. South Carolina. Located on 2.7 acres and zoned 
multi-family hospitality for 25 additional bedrooms. 
Perfect Carolina beach cottage, primary residerx:e or 
Bed and Breakfast. Complete details, documentary film, 
videos and pictures at website. 
www.BloodyPoint.com.

info@historicforsale.comwww.HistoricForSale.com 503-308-0500
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THEY STILL MAKE...

BRIDGE FAUCETS
While early bathroom faucets had
separate spigots for hot and cold water,

\1ctorian advancoinentP in technology
soon created a more con^nient delivery
system. Bridge faucets vKibly connect
both spigots, mingling hot water with
cold and candying it to the s{X)ut. Many
bridge faucets were coupled with long.
graceful gooseneck six>uts—the sight of
this lanky, gently curving neck instantly
transports us to an earlier time. Gooseneck
bridge faucet, sunrisespecialty.com
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BATHROOM SH0WCASE

American Restoration Tile

American Restoration Tile is a custom ceramic tile 
manufacturing company. We specialize in repro

ducing the tiles of the past to facilitate restoration 
of historically significant buildings and residences. 

Visit our website for more information.
501 -455-1000; www.restorationtile.com 

Circle 003 on Free Information Card

Bathroom Machineries

The wait is overl
Our improved LYDIA toilet now effectively flushes 

withl.28GPF, but maintains its historical look. 
Shop www.deabafh.com for the 

LYDIA, Crane, and other hard to find parts 
800-255-4426; www.deabath.com

Derby Pottery and Tile

We are your small job specialists for Borders, 
Fireplaces and Accent Features 

504-586-9003; www.Derbypottery.com

E.C. Racicot Art Sinks

Artist Ed Racicot creates custom stoneware 
vessel sinks, self-rimming sinks and under
mount basins in Asheville, NC„ using time- 

honored methods of craftsmanship. Visit our 
retail store or buy direct from our website. 

828-225-5565; www.vtartsinks.com
Circle 017 on Free Information Card

Heritage Tile

Heritage Tile is dedicated to preserving 
our uniquely American tile heritage with our 

collection of historically authentic subway tile, 
trim, mouldings, ceramic accessories and 

made-to-order mosaics. 
888-387-3280; wvw.heritagetile.com

Circle 044 on Free information Card

Mitchell Andrus Studios

Helping you capture the Arts & Crafts 
style in your home since 1989. Custom 

medicine cabinets, wall mirrors, doorbells and 
frames to your order.

908-930-5583; www.missionfurnishings.com

Sunrise Specialty

Sunrise is pleased to introduce 
the Cambridge rectangular footed tub. 

measuring 68" x 32", it provides a 
comfortable and striking bathing experience, 

as well as the peace of mind provided 
by our lifetime warranty. 

510-729-7277; www.sunrisespecialty.com

Native Trails

Artisan crafted sinks and furnishings 
for the kitchen & bath; hand hammered 

copper, nickel, and more. 
800-786-0862; www.NativeTrails.net

Circle 034 on Free Information Card

Terra Firma Handmade Stoneware Tile

Complete line with original bas-relief designs 
glazed in a complex palette of rich craftsman 
colors for fireplace, kitchen, pool and bath. 
803-643-9399; www.TerraFirmaArtTile.com

Circle 046 on Free Information Card
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ADVERTISEMENT

ABOCRFTE
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n American Building 
Restoration Products, Inc.

ABR WATERLESS Fireplace Cleaner™ 
is a temporary cleaning coating designed to 

remove soot, dirt and grime from your 
fireplace. Apply, let it dry and peel the dirt away. 
The creamy, opaque color allows for an even and 
"easy to see" application. May be used on interior 
and exterior surfaces, and requires NO WATER in 

its application or removal. 
800-346-7532; www.abrp.com

Circle 005 on Free Information Card

Allied Window, Inc.

The Culbertson Mansion cried out for "invisible 
storm windows’’-with bent glass for the Queen 
Anne turret windows. Allied Window answered 

the call. Interior or exterior applications, custom 
colors, special shapes, and special glazing are 
all routine. Our abilities meet the needs of the 

professional in the field or the homeowner-for the 
conventional to the extraordinary. 

800-445-5411; www.invisiblestorms.com

Circle 004 on Free Information Card

Abatron, Inc.

ABOCRETE™ epoxy patching and resurfacing 
compound forms a super strong and permanent 

bond to concrete, metal, wood and most surfaces. 
It excels at repairing cracks and salt damage, 

bonding broken pieces, and anchoring. It can be 
applied on dry or damp surfaces. 

GREENGUARD® Certified. 
800-445-1754 

www.abatron.com
Circle 001 on Free Information Card
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The Antique Drapery Rod Company

Ancient Craftsmanship. Modern Innovation.
Hand Made in the USA since 1992!

3" and 2" scale wood rods in rope twist, fluted 
and smooth, 12 styles of iron rods, 2" and 1" 

scale tortoise shell bamboo rods. 2" and 1" scale 
recycled polished aluminum drapery rods, 

eco responsible hand cast finials. 
214-653-1733 www.antiquedraperyrod.com

Americana

Americana offers the entire DeVenco line of hand
crafted. high quality custom manufactured window 

coverings including: authentic Colonial Wooden 
blinds, interior shutters in four designs: solid 

Raised Panels, Plantation. Victorian, and Caribbean 
movable louver shutters. Old-fashioned roll up 

Basswood Porch shades. Exterior shutters in three 
designs: Raised Panel. Movable and Fixed louvers. 

800-269-5697; www.shutterblinds.com
Circle 015 on Free Information Cart

American International 
Tool Industries

The Paint Shaver® Pro strips lead or 
regular paint from clapboards, shingles, 
or any flat surface while collecting the 

debris into a vacuum. 
800-932-5872; www.paintshaver.com

Circle 006 on Free Information Cart Circle 008 on Free Information Card

Classic Gutter Systems, LLC

Classic Gutter Systems, LLC offers a 
complete half round gutter system in copper, 

aluminum and Galvalume including an 
extensive selection of cast fascia and down

spout brackets and unique accessories. 
Ask us about our new custom radius gutter 

in half round and K-Style options. 
269-665-2700; www.classicgutters.com

Circle 009 on Free Information Card

Bradbury & Bradbury 
Art Wallpapers

Our B.J. Talbert wallpaper 
collection features leafy vinework and 

flowers, in their original Aesthetic Movement 
palette of sage, soft blue, cream, russet and 
shimmering gold. Samples available online.

707-746-1900; www.bradbury.com

Bucks County Soapstone

Soapstone is a simple contributor to its 
environment never dominating the scene. 

This slant front hand-built sink is 
accessorized with our recessed and runnels 

combination brainboard. 
215-249-8181; www.BCSoapstone.com
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PRODUCT SyOWCASE

The Color People

EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR 
For 30 years we have been making people's 
dreams come true all over America with our 
famous mail order service. We create color 

schemes for every style and era of buildings, 
residential and commercial. 

303-308-0220; www.colorpeople.com
Circle 047 on Free Information Card

ConServ Epoxy LLC

W300 Flexible Epoxy Patch 
A 1:1 epoxy paste for wood that spreads smooth, 

and is flexible yet firm enough to recreate 
damaged trim and framing. Easily tooled and 

sanded, takes fasteners, paint, and solid stain. 
More products at vvww.conservepoxy.com 

203-484-4123
Circle 011 on Free Information Card

Colonialplankfloors.com

We Create Floors with Passion!
Our hand crafted plank floors are characterized 

by solid hardwood planks up to 13 feet long with 
amazing texture and beautiful hand rubbed fin

ishes. Great choice for traditional American style. 
215-997-3390; www.colonialplankUoors.com

Circle 010 on Free information Card

ICoppa Woodworking. Inc.

Coppa Woodworking Inc., manufactures high 
quality wood screen and storm doors. With more 
than 300 styles of doors, various types of woods 
and finishes and made in any size, we're sure 

to have the perfect door for you. Arch tops, dog 
doors, wood window screens and storm windows 

are also available.
310-548-4142; www.coppawoodworking.com

Circle 012 on Free Information Card

Crown Point Cabinetry

Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the finest 
quality custom cabinetry for your entire home. 

Period styles include Shaker, Arts & Crafts, 
Early American, Victorian, Transitional and 
Contemporary. Available direct nationwide. 

800-999-4994; www.crown-point.com

Crown City Hardware

We've added new traditional design knob and 
escutcheon sets to our collection. Affordable, 

high quality sets that are a fantastic value. 
www.restoration.com

Circle 014 on Free Information Card

k

\ Fires of Tradition

Classic iron fireplaces and mantels that can be 
installed anywhere in your home- including bed- 

room- without the need for chimneys nor fuel 
lines. We specialize in designs that maintain the 
traditional integrity of the hearth, but incorpo

rate an innovative burner design that is safe and 
exceptionally realistic in appearance.

519-770-0063; www.firesoftradition.com
Circle 019 on Free Information Card

Durham's Rock Hard Water Putty

Repair wood and plaster with Durham's Rock Hard 
Water Putty, It can be sawed, chiseled, polished, 
colored, and molded. Durham's sticks, stays put, 
and will not shrink. Fill cracks, crevices, joints, 

knotholes, and nail holes.
515-243-0491; www.waterputty.com

Circle 016 on Free Information Card

Elmira Stove Works

Vintage-styled Northslar appliances from Elmira 
Stove Works are available in gas, electric or dual 
fuel; nine colors... ranges, fridges, microwaves, 

hoods, dishwashers. Also available in 1890s 
antique styles. As shown $4,495 M5RP. 

800-295-8498; www.elmirastoveworks.com
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Harris House Antique Lighting

Carefully restored original light fixtures from 
the late 1800s to the late 1930s. rewired and 
ready for installation. Remarkably affordable! 

View our entire collection online and don't 
hesitate to contact us for more photos and 

information. We take extra care in packaging, 
and ship throughout North America. 

902-532-7877; www.harrishouseart.com
Circle 023 on Free Information Card

Garbers Crafted Lighting 
Country/Primitive Ceiling Fans

Tinware, chandeliers, sconces, flush mounts, 
kitchen island, and lots more to make your 

country home complete. Direct from crafter. 
DeptOHJ 5/14 
866-856-2317:

www.garbers-craftedlighting.com 
Circle 021 on Free Information Card

Franmar Chemical

Imagine stripping the finish off of the kitchen 
cupboards while the family is eating in the same 
room. No problem with the all-natural Soy-Gel®, 
the paint and urethane remover made from soy
beans. No odor, environmentally safe, and can 

remove multiple layers with only one application.
800-538-5069; www.franmar.com

Circle 020 on Free Information Card

Innerglass Window Systems

Custom glass interior storm windows for energy 
conservation and soundproofing. An interior 

storm that outperforms almost any replacement, 
yet maintains the integrity and beauty of your 

historic house. Invisible from the outside. Perfect 
for screened porches, too. 

800-743-6207; www.stormwindows.com
Circle 027 on Free Information Card

Indow Windows

Preserve historic character with award-winning 
window inserts that press inside window frames 
without a mounting bracket. Boost your comfort 

and energy efficiency. Simple, elegant and easy to 
install and remove.

Historic Housefitters Co.

Handmade 18th century period lighting in black 
copper, copper, brass or tin. Handforged repro
duction iron floor lamps, kitchen racks, thumb- 
latches, mortise locks, strap and HL hinges and 
much more. All made by American craftsmen. 
800-247-4111; wwfw.historichousefitters.com

503-284-2260 lndowWindows.com
Circle 026 on Free Information Card

i

' LeFort |

Fine Furniture ■

Designers and makers of made-to-order and 
high-quality custom fine furniture. Each piece is 

designed and crafted in our New England studio to 
exacting standards by master cabinetmakers using 

time-honored techniques. 
888-524-4907; wiww.LeFortFurniture.com

Circle 030 on Free Information Card

Lanternland

Lanternland creates high quality traditional 
Colonial copper and brass lighting made fay 
hand in America. Easy online ordering with 

free shipping, your choice of finishes & glass 
and our lifetime warranty.

Mesa. AZ 85210
855-454-5200; www.lanternland.com

Circle 029 on Free information Card

Janice's at the Saltbox

interior design services, handmade reproduction 
lighting, English and American made furniture, 
original oil paintings, fine lamps and accesso

ries. Custom window treatments, decorative pil
lows and bedding. Family owned since 1979. 
859-266-2300; w/ww.janicesatthesaltbox.com

Circle 028 on Free Information Card
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PRODUCT SHOWCASE

Marvin Windows and Doors 

Clad Ultimate Double Hung Window 
Marvin's Ultimate Double Hung combines state-of- 
the-art window design with classic style. Advanced 

engineering and the highest quality construction 
make our Ultimate Double Hung windows 

incredibly durable, versatile and easy to use. 
888-553-9988; www.marvin.com

Circle 018 on Free Information Card

Master Of Plaster Finishing Systems, Inc.

Hand crafting historically authentic slaked- 
lime plasters, we specialize in Historic Plaster 

Preservation. Our line of Restoration Plasters are 
used extensively throughout the States to save 

and preserve beautiful plaster interiors. 
803.403.5252 www.plasteri.wQrdpress.com

Circle 032 on Free Information Card

OverBoards

OverBoards offers heavy-duty, solid extruded 
aluminum covers for baseboard heat units. 

They're made to complement your home's classic 
architectural details.

800-835-0121; www.go-overboard.com 
Circle 002 on Free Information Card
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Preservation Products Inc.

Acrymax Coatings
Preservation Products offers Acrymax® high- 
performance coating systems for a variety of 

demanding applications. Roof coatings, masonry 
coatings, rust inhibitive coatings, and general 

maintenance coatings.
800-553-0523; www.preservationproducts.com

Circle 037 on Free Information Card

Pro Wood Market

US Made Cedar Architectural Accents 
Brackets, Braces. Corbels, Rafler Tails, Porch 
and Gable Brackets. Screen Doors, Shutters, 
Post Caps Mantels and more. We do custom 

work. Shipped nationwide.
Ishown here, Wooden Bracket and Corbel) 
800-915-5110; www.prowoodmarket.com

Circle 038 on Free Information Card
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The Rookwood Pottery Company

This backsplash, featuring the Revival Bird series, 
illustrates the many glaze colors and finishes 

offered by Rookwood. 
800-537-1&Q5; wvw.rookwood.com

Circle 040 on Free information Card

Shuttercraft

Everything in custom wood shutters. 
Interior and exterior styles-endless cutouts. 

Cedar, mahogany, basswood and more. 
Full painting service-authentic hardware. 

Family owned-made in U.SA 
203-245-2608; www.shuttercraft.com

Circle 042 on Free Information Card

Stockyards Brick

Stockyards Brick specializes in reclaimed archi
tectural elements from the heart of the industrial 

and manufacturing districts of Chicago. Old 
growth timber, antique granite cobblestone, 

Chicago common brick, vintage street pavers. 
312-286-9778; www.5tockyardsbrick.com

Circle 043 on Free Information Card

Stickley
2014 Collector Edition

Inspired by a Gustav Stickley design, this limited 
edition book stand features "tree of life" carving 

on two sides. Available in solid oak or cherry, this 
special piece will be built only in 2014. On sale for 

$999, Visit Stickley.com.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Unico Inc.
By utilizing The Unico System heating and air 

conditioning system in your renovation 
project, you’ll get the benefit of energy 

efficiency with our Green Series air handler, yet 
not have to compromise space or the historic 

integrity of the home because of our small duct
work and color matched outlets. 

800-527-0896; www.unicosystem.com
Circle 049 on Free Information Card

Vermont Soapstone
Since the 1850s. Vermont Soapstone has been 
crafting the finest architectural soapstone fix
tures and home accents. Durable and timeless, 
soapstone never stains, non-porous and won’t 

retain bacteria from meat and fish. Custom sinks 
and counter tops. Installation available. 

802-263-5404; www.vermontsoapstone.com
Circle 051 on Free Informgtion Card

Van Dyke's Restorers
More than 60.000 unique and hard to find 

products for all your restoration and renovation 
needs. Whether you need period cabinet or door 

hardware, decorative wood, kitchen or bath 
fixtures. Van Dyke's will fill your needs. 

www.vandykes.com
Circle 050 on Free Information Card

W.F. Norman Corporation
Founded in 1898, W. F. Norman Corp. has the 
nation's most complete collection of quality, 

hand pressed ceilings, cornices, moldings, and 
ornaments. Call today for our catalog or view 

our products online! 
800-641-4038; www.wfnorman.com

Circle 055 on Free Information Card

Vintage Doors
Handcrafted solid wood doors that are made-to- 
order and built to last. Full line of screen/storm 
doors, porch panels, exterior and interior doors. 

Dutch, French, louver and more. Make your home 
stand out from the rest! 

800-787-2001; www.vintagedoors.com 
Circle 053 on Free Information Card

Vermont Verde Antique
Quarried in Vermont. The world's finest serpen
tine stone is acid and stain resistant, hard, dura

ble. and low maintenance. An excellent choice 
for countertops, shower enclosures, fireplace 

surrounds, and floors. 
802-767-4421; www.vtverde.com 

Circle 052 on Free Information Card

Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company 
The Perfect Cover-Up!

The Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company provides the 
finest custom-built cabinets in the country, turning 
eyesores into elegant and functional furniture. We 
offer durable, elegant and affordable radiator and 
baseboard covers, PTAC, fan coil covers and book

cases from classic (o contemporary. Just push them 
in place for an elegant cabinet or window seat.
800-817-9110; woodenradiatorcabinet.com 

Circle 058 on Free Information Card

Ward Clapboard Mill
Authentically produced. 100-percent vertical- 

grain. early American spruce and pine clapboards. 
Their mills in Maine and Vermont continue to 
manufacture quality logs into quarter-sawn 

clapboards with the same methods workers used 
more than a hundred years ago. 

802-496-3581; wardclapboard.com
Circle 054 on Free Information Card

Western Spindle
Specializing in custom and reproduction porch 
rail, spindles (balusters), and other millwork, 

especially for Victorian-style architecture. 
Available in premium exterior wood or high 

density polyurethane. 
888-459-9965; www.westernspindle.com

Circle 057 on Free Information Card
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There was a crooked man, 
who had a crooked house... 99

DO
Rely on dormers. If you want to ' 

gain living space on the upper floor 
of a smaller house, a dormer like 
this—which tucks into the original 

roofline—is your best bet. Need more 
room? Shed dormers are wider, 
but have a lower roof slope to 

\ keep proportions in check. y/

-Brenda Rowell

DON’T
Dramatically alter the roofline.

Few building elements have as much
of an impact on the overall style of an
old house as the roof. With an awk
wardly protruding extension and a

tacked-on gable, this house is almost
unrecognizable as the hipped-roof

cottage it used to be.

ADDITIONS ARE AN ATTRACTIVE PROSPECT
for owners of those small houses built before
American families began accumulating
massive amounts of stuff. But as this re-
muddled house demonstrates, additions are
notoriously difficult to get right, so you'll
want to solicit the help of an architect when
designing one. lOr you could just learn to
live with less stuff...)

TWO WAYS TO WIN! If you spot a classic example of remuddling, submit it at oldhouseonnne.com/remuddling. We ll give you $100 if your 
photos are published. If you want to see your witty words on this page, enter our monthly caption contest at facebook.com/oldhousejournal
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AN Dyke’S restorers
The Source for All Your Renovation & Restoration Needs

Looking for Hard-to-Find Products?
Visit VanHykes.com Today

• Over 60,000 Items
• Easy Vs/ebsite Navigation
• New Mobile Site
• Enhanced B2B Program
• Electronic Catalogs
• Weekly E-mail Newsletters

EASY WAYS 
TO SHOP

1-800-558-1234VANDYKES.COM FREE CATALOG

Decorative WoodHardwareBath

Knobs & PullsOutdoorKitchen
Circle 050 on Free Information Card



Custom. Period. CROWPOINT
CABINETRYDesigned. Delivered. Direct.

Fine Quality Custom Cabinetry800-999-4994 • www.crown-pomt.com Handcrafted For Your Entire Home462 River Road • Claremont, NH 03743


