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You are invited to indulge yourself with a trip to 
a winter wonderland of years past. Bring a comfy 
sweater, your warm boots and your ice skates and 
skis. Spend a day strolling the Main Street shops 
and bistros while breathing in the crisp fresh air. 
Snuggle up by a warm fire with a good book as 
snowflakes fall by your window. Share a bottle wine, 
an Inn cooked meal and relaxing conversation with 
someone you know and those you >vill meet.

INN
Make winter time 

your new vacation time.
Winter specials abonnd 

form romantic getaways to 
ski all day stay all night.

TheROYCROFTInnat East Aurora, New York

Opened to friends in 1905 Rest 1995

v.loy; ioftinn.com or call us at ,
40 South Grove Street at East Aurora, NY 14.0^2

ircie on hree inrormation uari



co^i



OLD HOUSE JOURNAL

CONTENTS
December 2014

8 Old and New 46 Great Grains
Whether natural, reclaimed, 
or engineered, today’s wood 
flooring helps define a room.

54 LOST ARTS
Re-create a Georgian window 
pediment from scratch.

56 FIELD TESTED
: Woodworkers weigh in on four 
: compact routers.

70 Floor ItAn Arts & Crafts house !
gets a well-considered addition, i A variety of traditional options 

—from linoleum to tile—will put 
style underfoot in the kitchen.22 Victorian Immersion

Research and hard work 
bring back a Queen Anne.

35 ; SUCCESS!
A lakefront cottage is ready 

. to weather another century.

4Q MY NEIGHBORHOOD
; A range of Victorians punctuates 
: Haddonfield, New Jersey.

42 WINDOW SHOPPING
: Five Foursquare houses with 
i all-American character.

80 VINTAGE VISION
A transitional living room 
that bridges two styles.

FAVORITE THINGS
Fireplace accessories 
to warm the hearth.

82

58 QUICK MAKEOVERS
; Spiff up the bathroom with these 
; three simple projects.

60 STUFF I SCREWED OP
Misadventures in installing tile.

62 SALVAGE IT
An old window fronts a cabinet.

: + STEALS & DEALS

64 DO THIS, NOT THAT
' Howto properly sister beams.

66 ASK OLD HOUSE JOURNAL

84 KEY DETAIL
: Inlaid wood floors made 
; a posh statement.

86 THEY STILL MAKE...
Lace curtains in the 
patterns of yesteryear.

REMUDDLING
A Victorian-era building 
sustains majortrauma.

963

3

0

e

wm
COVER PHOTO BV WILUAM WRIGHT SEE STORVON P. i6

3



J^rom the T^ditor

ENCAUSTIC TILE MAKES

MONTHA BOLD STATEMENT.
LIKE THIS INSTALLA
TION IN CHARLESTON'S
WENTWORTH MANSION.

ULTIMATE TOOL
KIT GIVEAWAY
You know that we've
been testing some
really cool tools in

^ our Field Tested £
; section, right? Well.
i now we're giving 3
i them all away!

That's right—one
; lucky winner will

get each of the
' highest-rated tools

3we’ve reviewed this
year. Enter to win
at oldhouseonline.
com/uUimate-tool-
kit-giveaway—it
only takes a few

always underfoot, but we don’t think 
about it much. And yet, when it goes 

wrong—whether through wear and tear, or a new 
installation that just doesn’t fit the house— 
we notice. In this issue, we dissect the subject in 
two comprehensive articles. Our Restore feature 
(page 46) deals exclusively with wood, and looks 
at the myriad products available today, from exotic ff 
hardwoods and reclaimed old-gi'owth boards to ; ■ 
engineered flooring. Don’t be surprised if you ; l
learn something new about the subject. Our : j

Design article, meanwhile, looks at the number of materials that can work specifically for kitchen floors—from tile ; j 
and linoleum to brick and cork (see page 70). Having installed both linoleum and cork myself in two very different ; J 
houses, I can’t speak enough about the necessity of matching your flooring material ; 1
to the architecture. J

If you like Arts & Crafts houses, we’ve got a treat for you in our first house tour,
“Old and New”—a home that highlights the best elements of the style, from the 
woodwork and furnishings to clever uses of uncommon wallpapers (see page 8).
Maybe you’ve admired Arts & Crafts style, but don’t know much about its history 
if so, then the video Patricia Poore and I shot on the subject might be of interest.

Check it out at bit.ly/whatis AC.
And if you’ve been following our 

want to miss our Ultimate Tool Kit Giveaway, running now 
through the end of the year. Learn how to enter the contest 

at right, and good luck!

c,minutes, and you

Flooring is 
one of those 
details we take 
for granted.

9could be the proud 
owner of a fantastic
set of tools.

Field Tested department all year, you won’t

Twitter @Demetra_OHJ. or find os on Facebook at facBbook.com/oldhouseiournal.
4 TALK TO US • Email me at daposporos@aimmedia.CDm, follow me on
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OLD AND NEW
THE OWNER USED HIS PACKAGING-DESIGNER MIND TO
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WITH A FUT CEILING AND SMALLER HEARTH, THE GENEROUS FAMILY 
ROOM IN THE NEW ADDITION PAYS HOMAGE TO THE ORIGINAL GREAT 

ROOM (SHOWN OPPOSITE) WITHOUT STEALING ITS THUNDER.

MAINTAIN THE BRAND WHEN ADDING TO A VENERABLE BUNGALOW.
STORY BY THOMAS CONNORS / PHOTOS BY GRIDLEY + GRAVES
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When Jim Hansen decided to expand his 1901 home 
on Chicago’s North Shore, he couldn't help 
ing his package-designer’s brain as he planned the 
project. “There are cues—like color and typeface— 
that you expect to see when you're used to a certain 
product,” Jim notes. “If a Coke can suddenly went 
from red and silver to yellow and purple, you’d walk 
right by it. Designers have to be very sensitive to the 
visual elements of a brand. I figured the same would 
apply here.”

In fact, Jim had been sensitive to his home’s 
“brand” from the moment he bought it. It 
designed by the Harvard-trained architect Augustus 
Higginson for Edwin Fetcher, an Ohioan who became 
an executive with Winslow Brothers Company—the 
firm that created the famous ornamental ironwork for 
Louis Sullivan’s iconic Carson, Pirie, Scott and Com
pany department store on Chicago’s State Street. This 
shingled, bungalow-like residence had been added to 
as early as 1906, but to this day retains its essential 
Arts & Crafts character. In reconfiguring several spac
es and creating a large new family room, Jim not only 
immersed himself in the period’s aesthetics, but also 
strove to strike a balance between past and present.

“It’s very easy to get caught up in making a mu
seum,” Jim says. “My concept: let a room or two speak 
to what the house was, and make the rest of the house 
appropriate to living today.” He worked with local 
architect John Fotsch.

The “what was” and “what is” concept becomes 
clear in the juxtaposition of the original living room 
and the recently added family room. The former is a 
grand space—an i8'-high vaulted room anchored by a 
substantial brick fireplace; it served as Fetcher’s living 
room, dining room, and music room. The addition, 
which was built perpendicular to this space with a

exercis-

was

UNEXPECTEDLY MODEST FOR AN ARCHITECT-DESIGNED HOUSE OF 
190t, THE BUNGALOW WAS CENTERED ON A SOARING GREAT ROOM 
WITH NOOKS FOR DINING AND MUSIC-MAKING.
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BELOW: RATTAN FURNITURE AND ART GUSS LAMPS FURNISH THE ENCLOSED SIDE PORCH. OPPOSITE: 

THE ORIGINAL DINING ROOM IS ACTUALLY A NOOK WITHIN THE GREAT LIVING ROOM. PENDANT LAMPS 
ARE ANTIQUE, AS ARE THE CHAIRS, A ROYCflOFT SET OF 12 THAT INCLUDES 'FATHER S CHAIR."

THE HOUSE EVOLVES
The Arts & Crafts period house was built in
1901, and had already been added to by 1906.
With its intimate nooks for dining and quiet
conversation, the vaulted, beamed living
room remains the architectural centerpiece.
A glassed-in sun porch with bungalow lines
added seasonal living space. Most recently.
a large new family room, even less formal
than original rooms, was added in back.
perpendicular to the original house and
with a kitchen in between. Everywhere is
a comfortable marriage of American rustic
and English Arts & Crafts design.

13





TREASURE UNCOVERED
The room Jim Hansen uses as his 
library was first owner Edwin Fetcher’s 
bedroom during his bachelor days. Later, 
it was used as a nursery. Traces of the 
nursery time came to light during Hansen’s 
remodeling, when a covered-over hearth 
was exposed.

"In the 1920s, the family needed that 
chimney for a new furnace, so they blocked 
off the fireplace," Hansen explains. But 
"today’s high-efficiency furnaces don't 
require a chimney for exhaust. So when 1 
was replacing the heating system,
I reclaimed the old fireplace."

Thus a functional remodeling project 
revealed a delightful fireplace surround 
of ceramic tiles by English artist Walter 
Crane, depicting beloved characters 
including Little Boy Blue and Jack Horner.

WILLIAM MORRIS-DESIGNED WALLPAPER SETS 
THE MOOD IN THE LIBRARY, WHERE THE OWNERS 
DISCOVERED TILES BY WALTER CRANE.

IS
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THE FURNISHINGS
When the grandchildren’s toys 
are scattered wall-to-wall 
across the family room floor, 
it's clear the Hansen house is 
no museum. Still, in keeping 
with the property's history and 
character, these homeowners 
have assembled a sympathetic 
collection of furniture and 
decorative pieces. They 
include a Tobey fall-front 
desk. Roycroft chairs, and 
a commemorative bowl made 
by the Chicago silversmith 
Robert Jarvie for author 
Hamlin Garland.

On a visit to St. Louis. Jim 
Hansen acquired a Stickley 
sideboard and table purchased 
by a local family when the 
Stickley Brothers Company 
exhibited at the 1904 
World’s Fair in St. Louis. 
Complementary contemporary 
pieces include a cocktail 
table fashioned from a custom 
steel base and leaded-glass 
window, and a drop-leaf 
harvest table purchased 
through Chicago’s 
Sawbridge Studios.

LEFTe A TIFFANY DRAGONFLY LAMP 
ILLUMINATES A READING CORNER 
IN THE LIVING ROOM. THE LIBRARY 
TABLE IS VINTAGE, BY LIMBERT; THE 
TABLE RUNNER IS CONTEMPORARY, 
FROM SAWBRIDGE STUDIOS.
THE PAINTING IS BY ARTIST BRIAN 
BLOOD. OPPOSITEi THE 1904 
GUSTAV STICKLEY INLAID CHAIR 
IS A HARVEY ELLIS DESIGN.

kitchen in between, echoes the area of the older room. But with a flat ceiling, a smaller hearth, and 
white-painted millwork, it makes no effort to mimic the construction, detailing, or even ambiance of 
the distinctive space Higginson designed in 1901.

A bachelor when he built the residence, Fetcher then married Margaret Root, daughter of ar
chitect John Wellborn Root. The couple raised five children in the house and lived here until 1954. 
Jim, who reared his own blended family in the home, has been as assiduous in exploring Fetcher 
family history as he has in maintaining and mediating the building. The Fetchers, he learned, were 
passionate about education and music; they put on plays and recitals in the main room, and hosted 
such visitors as Margaret’s aunt, Harriet Monroe (founder of Poetry magazine), and the Nobel Prize 
winning poet William Butler Yeats.

Through a local resident who had known the family, Jim made contact with Fetcher’s son John, 
a retired surgeon living in St. Paul, Minnesota. “He was just thrilled that someone was living in 
his old house, and he came down to visit,” says Jim. “Once he started talking, he was a spigot!” In 
one conversation, Fetcher remarked on the running pine-tree stencil that decorates the ceiling area 
between beams in the living room. “John Fetcher said that his uncle, John Root Jr., had done it,”
Jim explains, “and his uncle, a practical joker, told the family that he’d signed his work. But they 
couldn’t find the signature. So I’m looking at the ceiling, and I say to John, Ts it possible he signed it 
everywhere, with the root of the tree?’ And this look of ‘Duh!’ came over his face.”

16 FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAGE 95.
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DECORATING
From the beginning, this 
residence had an unusual, 
almost modern design—with 
bungalow lines, rustic wall 
finishes, and some English 
allusions. The current owners 
have extended those influences 
in a cohesive scheme featuring 
English wallpapers and colors 
alongside American Arts & 
Crafts furniture, including 
pieces by Roycroft and Stickley. 
and the early Prairie School 
chest in the foyer (opposite).
Art lighting, mostly bought 
through auction, is vintage. 
Rugs are a mix of oriental, 
Turkish, and contemporary 
designs. A few Arts & Crafts 
revival furnishings fit right in.

An avid researcher, Jim turned to the estimable Burnham Ryerson Library at the Art Institute of 
Chicago to further explore the history of the house. Although it is a modest property, built simply 
with board-and-batten interior walls rather than plaster, Fetcher’s home earned press coverage 
early on, with articles m Architectural Record and Inland Architect. In 1905, The House Beautiful said of 
the home: “It is first of all livable, and being livable, it is simple, sincere, and unpretentious.”

As the family grew, the relatively small house did, too. A two-story, two-bedroom addition 
added, and a sleeping porch was roofed and enclosed to become another bedroom. Little was done 
to the house after the Fetchers departed in the 1950s, except for a questionable enhancement to the 
exterior. Jim explains, “An artist lived here, and she had painted all the trim in neon orange. She 
thought that made a statement, but it was a real turnoff.”

Inside, Jim addressed not-unexpected mechanical issues, updated the kitchen and bathrooms, 
and installed built-ins that evoke the period of the house. He also outfitted the original living space 
with a seemingly incongruous lighting system: 250-watt up-lights affixed to plain, industrial 
that jut out from the walls. “When I bought the house, there were six hanging fixtures—not original 
ones—fitted with 75-watt bulbs,” he says. “They lit the room, but not the ceiling.” Jim’s solution is 
simple and effective. The silver and sienna tones of the ceiling are beautifully lit, and attention goes 
to period fixtures and lamps. The brand endures.

OPPOSITE: IN THE FOYER, WILLIAM 
MORRIS-DESIGNED WALLPAPER SETS 
THE TONE IN THE ARTS & CRAFTS- 
ERA HOME. THIS IS 'IRIS," AVAILABLE 
THROUGH MORRIS & CO./SANDERSON. 
RIGHT: SOFT PAINT COLORS ARE USED 
IN THE NEW ADDITION'S FAMILY ROOM.

was

arms

Watch the Video
Editors Demetra Aposporos and Patricia Poore discuss how 
Arts & Crafts style developed at bit.ly/whatisAC,

19



KNOWHOW

STRATEGIC LIGHTING
HIGH-TECH LIGHTING ILLJJMINATES PLACES THAT PERIOD LAMPS DON'T REACH._ _ _ _  _

High-tech lighting in an old house? Why not, provided if s well-placed 
and unobtrusive? Even the most ai’dent lover of vintage lighting must 
admit there are certain situations where recessed spots, LED bars or 
strips, and wall washers are indispensible—or at least convenient. Where 

would we be in the kitchen, for example, without under-cabinet lighting? Perhaps in 
the hospital, getting a finger stitched up. (A 6o-year-old needs lo times as much Hght as 
a 20-year-old to perform a given task with equal speed and accuracy.)

While we wouldn’t recommend ripping out a plaster ceiling for recessed lights, 
“points of light” have their purposes. Use them to light a dark corridor or amp up the 
illumination in rooms where traditional forms of lighting just aren’t bright enough. 
(Recessed lights are easy to place on dimmers, too). The directional lamps called wall 
washers will bring out the details in, say, a painted frieze. By Mary EUen Poison

In ttie same house, a bedroom mantelpiece is softly and subtly lit by hidden rope lights 
behind the wood apron. The art-glass panel, original lo this vintage mantelpiece, has 
also been backlit, A simple sconce provides light to read by.

In the original great room of the bungalow shown on the previous pages, very plain 
lamps on industrial arms throw light toward the beautifully stenciled ceiling. 
Antique lamps add ambiance.

20



Recessed lights illuininate banquette seating without getting in the way 
of the casement windows.

In this 1930s cottage. Norwegian decorative painting known as rosemaling would be lost 
in the darkness of a long hall without an unobtrusive row of recessed lights.
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Not all accent lighting has to be contemporafy. This original California Mission sconce 
washes the wall just enough to illuminate paint decoration between the beams.

In an expansive living room in a 1918 Colonial Revival house, recessed ceiling spots are 
there when needed, but the eye is drawn to vintage lamps.

t
o
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LEFT: SPINDLES ON THE 
PORCH; THE PAINTED 
LADY AT DAWN. BELOW: 
THE EASTLAKE MANTEL 
AND TILE SURROUND 
WERE SALVAGED 
FROM A NEIGHBOR'S 
HOME AFTER A FIRE; 
NOW THEY OUTFIT AN 
ORIGINAL FIREPLACE 
REDISCOVERED DURING 

RENOVATIONS HERE. 
OPPOSITE: THE FORMAL 
FRONT PARLOR IS BE
YOND THE ENTRY'S 
SITTING ROOM; THE 
CHAIR MATCHES A 
SETTEE IN THE PARLOR.

owners are committed to preservation.
One such person of remarkable vision 

and resourcefulness is college historian 
Patricia Drury of Bay City, Michigan, 
who purchased her 1882 Victorian just off 
Center Avenue in 1982. She has been on an 
incredible 30-year journey, restoring the 
unique Queen Anne house inside and out. 
“The house had sat on the market for some 
time,” Pat remembers. “I made them an of
fer they couldn’t refuse.

“My goal was to be part of a local com
munity,” she continues, “and I felt fortu
nate to stumble upon a property I could 
research, finding information about the 
original owners and the history of the 
house. I liked that all of these houses are

»-> “gap,” the area between the state’s mit
ten and thumb. The bay feeds into Lake 
Huron to the northeast, and in turn is fed 
by the Saginaw River running up from the 
southwest. Centuries ago, these waterways 
were used by lumber barons to ship mas
sive loads of old-growth timber around the 
thumb and down to Detroit’s lumber, furni
ture, housing, and later auto factories.

The timber floats were so broad that at 
times workers could walk across the mouth 

of the river, more than 200 yards, on the massive logs—some up to 30 feet wide. The hub 
of activity was in Bay City, where an influx of new money went to building homes along 
Center Avenue, which remains a parade of mansions.

Today, stru^ling farms have replaced the massive forests. Detroit has endured sinking 
budgets and blossoming debt; once handsome neighborhoods have been vacated. The glory 
years seem tied to yesterday. Still, in the midst of the region’s problems, a few proud home-

Saginaw 
Bay lies in 
the heart of 
Michigan’s

24
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Success 
with Color
Polychromy (from 
the Greek: many 
colors] highlights 
all the textures and 
ornaments on 
this house while 
maintaining its 
architectural 
integrity. If ever 
there were a style 
that demands "pick
ing out," it is Victo
rian Queen Anne. 
Early on, the owner 
was drawn to this 
period combination 
of colors, recom
mended by both 
architectural and 
art historians. She 
matched the colors 
to Sherwin-Williams 
paints. Color 
placement was key 
on the unique oriel 
window, a central 
motif topped by a 
sunburst gable. 
Painting the front 
porch was a job in 
itself: 100 spindles 
taken to the shop to 
sand and prime.

just a little bit different from each other, reflecting the 
whims and desires of their respective owners.”

As just the third party to own the home since it was 
built for John Wesley and May Stocking Knaggs, Pat 
knew her priorities. The structure had some water 
damage, which was quickly mended, allowing for res
toration of the front porch. “The next thing to go was 
the wall-to-wall carpeting,” Pat winces. “We sanded, 
refinished, and sealed all the hardwood floors, bring
ing back their original luster.” Her initial efforts had 
merely scratched the surface.

“Realizing I may have bitten off more than I could 
chew,” Pat confides, “I decided to do what any good 
historian does: immerse myself in research!” After 
days spent teaching courses in European and Russian 
history at nearby Delta College, she would burrow into 
local museums, libraries, and Bay City’s own historical 
society, searching the shelves for anything to do with

High Victorian architecture.
“I was fascinated with the inexhaustible combi

nations of shapes and colors,” Pat says. “I find this 
decorative architecture very joyous, and I found inspi
ration in the boldness of the Victorians.” After poring 
through volumes of designs and photographs, she had 
the insight to create plans around her own interpreta
tions. “Planning became more fun because we had to 
wait for funds to accrue,” she says. “We didn’t rush to 
finish everything at once, and being relaxed sharpened 
our focus. When the time came to do the work, there 
were no mistakes to be made.”

Pat was preoccupied, too, with finding period 
antiques to fill the house. She shopped at estate sales, 
stopped by garage sales, and found favorite antiques 
stores. Little by little, her friends and family began 
contributing to the effort.

One of her great finds is a Renaissance Revival suite

ABOVE; THE DINING 
ROOM BUFFERS THE 
SITTING ROOM FROM 
THE KITCHEN AT THE 
REAR OF THE HOUSE. 
ALL FURNITURE IS 
ANTIQUE. OPPOSITE; 
THE ONE-OF-A-KIND 
ORIEL WINDOW LOOKS 
OUT OVER THE AVENUE 
ANDWHATWAS ONCE 
THE FIRST OWNER'S 
ORCHARD.
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VICTORIAN FURNITURE
Homeowner Pat Drury spent many hours hunting for 
antiques for her Queen Anne house, buying most pieces 
locally land often impulsively]. Besides scouring estate and 

garage sales for one-of-a-kind treasures, she often revisited her fa
vorite Bay City shop. Owl Antiques on Midland Road. Her prized score 
from "The Owl" is a three-piece High Victorian (1880s) bedroom set, 
with a bed. dresser, and chair made of various hardwoods; she paid 
just $7,500. The set resides in her Susan B. Anthony Master Bed
room, so-named because Anthony actually stayed in the room during 
one of her suffrage-movement campaign stops.

Also from "The Owl" came the sitting room's marvelous 7'-tall 
bookcase and credenza. Pat's dealer procured for her the mag
nificent dining table with its beautifully scrolled legs. "I've often 
wanted to serve dinner underneath the table because the legs are 
more interesting than the top," Pat jokes. An ornate late Victorian 
book table was snatched up at an estate sale for a nifty $40. And 
the beautiful 1850s sofa was donated by Pat's close friend and Delta 
College coworker Kathleen Ballard Plum.

In America, the 19th century's Victorian era produced a profusion 
of historically inspired architectural and furniture styles.

American Empire
Popular at the same time as late Federal 
and Greek Revival houses, this furniture is 
bold and heavy with classical details.

Gothic Revival
This pointy, ecclesiastical style 11840-1860] 
features such motifs as lancet arches, crock
et finials, and trefoils on walnut furniture.

Rococo Revival
Associated with early Victorian Italian 
architectural styles. Rococo is a baroque style 
with heavy carvings and rounded shapes.

Eastlake/AestheticRenaissance Revival
Embellished but more delicate than Rococo, 
the immensely popular neoclassical style was 
in vogue from the 1850s through the 1880s.

Colonial Revival
Ranging from high-style reproductions to 
odd pieces that borrowed from multiple 
sources, it's an enduring furniture style.

Reformed Gothic art-movement furniture 
was often ebonized and incised, and 
featured Anglo-Japanese motifs.
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'i\cMore Online
Tour more Queen Anne houses at oldhouseonline.com/queen-anne.

We have added some whimsy 
and thrown things a little oif 
balance.”

And so what began as a vis
it to fix a leaky bathroom sink 
turned into a lo-year partner
ship. The list is long: refinish
ing the original woodwork, installing wood inlays 
in porch risers, rebuilding the front porch, painting 
the complex exterior, inscribing Susan B. Anthony’s 
initials on corner blocks in a bedroom, uncovering 
original fireplaces buried behind makeshift walls, 
hanging period wallpaper, reworking the exterior of 
the 1912 garage.

“Working with Marshall has been like working with 
an artist,” Pat says. “The plan started out a certain way, 
but changes would develop in real time, sometimes for 
consistency, sometimes to do something unique. And 
to think I found him over a washbowl!”

of bedroom furniture, bought at an antiques store in 
Bay City. The ornately carved bed frame, dresser, and 
chair, all made from an assemblage of hardwoods 
including walnut, beech, and oak, found a place in the 
large front bedroom upstairs. “Once the owner knew 
what I liked, he began calling often with similar finds,” 
Pat explains.

Another great find is a person with whom she’s 
shared the journey. On a trip to the local Ace Hard
ware, Pat asked for a contractor referral. “A clerk gave 
me a neighborhood handyman’s business card, saying 
‘he can do everything.’”

Marshall Lupp attended Rhode Island School of De
sign (RISD) and spent years as a professional photog
rapher, then as an art teacher at a high school nearby. 
All of it contributed to his role in this restoration. “I’ve 
always been curious about people who decide to buy a 
Victorian house and make it theirs,” he says. “Pat had 
an idea of turning the restoration into an art project.

ABOVE: THE LARGE 
FRONT BEDROOM IS 
NAMED FOR SUSAN 
G. ANTHONY: THE 
RENAISSANCE REVIVAL 
FURNITURE IS AN 
ANTIQUE SUITE.
INSET: A STENCILED 
SBA MONOGRAM 
DECORATES CORNER 
BLOCKS ON THE BED
ROOM TRIM. OPPOSITE: 
A TALL BOOKCASE 
FEATURING BIRD'S-EYE 
MAPLE COMMANDS 
ATTENTION IN THE 
SITTING ROOM. THE 
CANED CHAIR IS 
AVICTORIAN-ERA 
REPRODUCTION 
OF A 17TH-CENTURY 
CHARLES II 
ENGLISH DESIGN.

30 FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95.
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The bookcase/
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KNOWHOW

POLYCHROME RULES
12 TIPS FOR VICTORIAN POLYCHROME SCHEMES

Exactly which colors to use is up to 
you. The rules below apply to color 
placement and harmony. These are 
basic principles—rules that may be 
bent or broken after you’ve taken 

them to heart. Of course, there’s no substitute 
for artistic instinct or years of practice. The first 
guideline, perhaps, is to keep it simple, especial
ly if you are a novice.

Most unsuccessful polychrome schemes fail 
because the colors used are too bright, and the 
contrast between adjacent colors is too great. 
One way to avoid too-bright colors is to stick to 
a pre-selected historical paint line. Their colors 
generally are grayed enough to create a restful 
effect, and they go together. By Patricia Poore

Remember that 
intensity appears 
greater when seen 

on a large surface (as 
compared to a small 
color chip or card). 
Similarly, the appar
ent contrast between 
two colors is greater 
when viewed on a large 
scale—on the building 
vs. on paint chips.

Avoid violent 
contrasts. Stark 
contrasts render 
one portion glar
ingly prominent and 
detract from archi
tectural unity.

Avoid excessive 
highlighting of 
small architec

tural elements, incising, etc. 
You run the risk of getting 
a choppy polka-dot effect, 
rather than a harmonious 
architectural whole.

4 3

Use breaks between colors to enhance 
and highlight architectural compo
nents. This doesn't mean merely mak

ing them stand out or look pretty, but rather 
using color to clarify the role and relation
ship among architectural elements.

s
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KNOW HOW

Use a transition color to buffer high 
contrast. For example, if you want 
to use burgundy moldings with pale 

putty walls, know that the two colors will 
present too high a contrast. A solution: tran
sition bands or accents of warm gray and 
dusty rose between the putty and burgundy.

Don't feel you 
must break 
color right at 

the edge of a molding 
or change in plane. 
Sometimes bringing 
an adjacent color up 
over the first plane in 
a molding will knit 
the parts together, 
avoiding a static 

appearance.

6 Use a bright or strongly 
contrasting accent color 
effectively in small 
amounts: for example, as a 
stripe or as an accent color 
on a chamfered edge.

Do make any changes of color 
at changes in plane. Changes in 

color or value suggest shadow, which 
occurs naturally at plane breaks.

7

In general, use 
darker colors at 
the bottom and 

lighter colors at at the top 
of an architectural ele
ment. This arrangement 
is grounding and avoids 
a top-heavy appearance. 
That said, dark over light 
(as when the second story 
or top gable of a Queen 
Anne house is painted 
darker than the first floor) 
is an effective way to 
lower apparent height and 
bring scale to a building.

10
11
Try mixing a little of Paint 1 into Paint 2, or 
vice-versa, if you find that two colors are 
not harmonizing. This trick often helps two 
colors relate to each other.

g

Victorian/i9th-century 
Color Palettes
Historic Color Collection
benjaminmoore.com
Historic Colors of America
californiapaints.com
Homes in Harmony Palettes
prattandlambert.com
National Trust Color
valsparatlowes.com
Olde Century Colors
oldecenturycolors.com
Painted Ladies Collection
martinsenour.com
Preservation Palettes
sherwin-williams.com

In general, paint projecting elements 
in lighter colors and recessed 
elements in darker colors lor shades]. 

That way you're working with the effect of 
natural light and shadow, not against it.

9
Paint large-scale samples of chosen colors in place. Buy 
quarts. Paint a section at least 4' square where your body, 
trim, and accent colors come together Isay, clapboards/cor
ner board/shutter). If you are not satisfied with your sample, 
it’s not back to square one. You’ll know, looking at the colors 
in place, what the problem is: red is too strong, too much 
contrast, or what have you.
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SOY* Gel
TM

Professional Paint & Urethane Remover
100% Biodegradable • Non-Caustic & Non-Hazardous 

Virtually No Odor • Made with 100% American Grown Soybeans

S0Y.G«r;
nucTSTHMl soy.

NEW VIDEO!
Watch SOY»Ge! take on
an old dresser!

Also Try Our

Amazing
Degreaser! t

Before

http://bitly/WIB9B

800-538-5069 • www.franmar.comc^'-

FRANMAR
Circle 020 on Free Information Card
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Inspire
SUCCESS!

BUILT RIGHT ON THE LAKE. THE OLD COTTAGE WAS
BADLY ROTTED. HANDSOME WINDOWS AND NEW
FIBER-CEMENT SIDING IMPROVED ITS LOOKS.

V'- <

‘t.

PRODUCT NOTES

LAKE RESCUE James Hardie siding [jameshardie.coml
is a noncombustible fiber-cement board
product that resists hail, wood rot. crack
ing. warping, termite damage, and winds 
up to 150 mph. Hardie siding has gained 
acceptance in the historic preservation 
world, particularly in areas of the country 
hit by disasters like Hurricanes Katrina 
and Sandy.

Its disadvantages? Although it is a 
good-looking product, up close its a bit 
too smooth and uniform to fool anyone 
who knows old houses. It does not, how
ever, look like vinyl.

Hardie siding must be painted: it does 
not accept stain. It is available in 24 
factory-applied, baked-on colors. If you 
choose to paint on site, the fiber cement 
will hold paint three to four times longer 
than wood siding.

Nestled by the water, snug in pretty new outerwear, our 
cottage will weather another century. By Catherine Lundie
The first thing we noticed was the smell of rot. But second was the view: Set right at water’s 
edge, the little lake cottage felt as though it were afloat. Our agent had just let us in; 24 hours 
later, the house was ours, rot and all.

Uninhabited for a decade, crammed with showy 1970s wallpapers and shag carpeting, the 
cottage nonetheless possessed a grubby charm. The staircase seemed to promise that some
thing good (and old) lay beneath the groovy decor. Although we’d been given a build date 
of 1938, the staircase’s three different newel posts and fanciful trim suggested the cottage 
was earlier. The upstate New York lake had been a “pleasure resort” at the turn of the last 
century. Old postcards show a rambling hotel and a shoreline dotted with buildings—tiny, 
ornate Victorian camps like you’d see at Oak Bluffs on Martha’s Vineyard, and relaxed Arts 
& Crafts cottages and rustic fishing shacks.

We were eager to restore our blandly modernized weekend cabin to its period charm. But 
which period? We ripped up the filthy carpeting and peeled layers of mildewed wall materi
als back to the studs, gradually discovering that the original structure was a petite Victorian s

36 SHOW US • Submit your successful project, large or small, to ppoore@aimmetlia.com.



HARBOR
QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

i iMi 1 • 5M20Sonary««liimpu.xr«6»dX WfW, Hxt^r»i^rA*n<v DycsUit^ &X 4234S0 'Cd'iiMJt bc u*Mwl9)0()w Acout eotvaruoAcaiiiL 
any d ni ocropcworr 0aiwa(n. tool sloriQa or cvto. mUtn. floor |B(M toettH ftl*Olihitdi Tack CkA aonMfWp, ottnciw sarvfcc piBna

TrentfRc Swr Mi (nvn 5Tn2«Z366fi713^ PiodikY te Piwar titm. am »»
ItiRt. B'ticn Mff er Dsftlno U Ob taRB. UN wM on poor punAntt ate X days
Ircffl ongmx pgcctRM Me MDi ongfoi na^t fc»««nsMla Onginal coopen 
must be priseiilW. VMS ffvouqn Mns Ucri « Otopoa p« nsbrno pv iMy 46360S39

“SUPER COUPON!
If

III mil i mil Mill Hii nil I»3'73TOO
!■■■■■■■■!

FREE
irsi-=r

WITH ANY
PURCHASE

WITH ANY PURCHASE
7 FUNCTION
OICITAL MULTIMETER

ITCM 9Mn9M2S/BWM
ppiOtfL cmpvi ersrlD* CDapen pood r

01 Mate KC^2»SM7 Oltoc oeod MSt. rvpnt£npom« «0W9M «"T-storT liiiwlonimr OrM«lpraMfifad Lo«tifOyaP ciayppy par CuaDmar par Say

“SUPER COUPON! ■

FREE PITTSBURGH^m
WITH ANY
PURCHASE

•I'6*' MACNE11C liilUm97B25PAirrS HOLDER
showninM (142A/97a2$

«MB. ecaapen or prw p«reriaat Couoon BOM 
H«te(^«OhlMn tf Dy eaRne B06-C3*:5a7 ov BOoB IWOUaa

snicainfl « AogenarQia apW* pWMdapVHKra M>HraiolaoM QrVnalM praanaa lAU naugfi Umn

SUPER COUPON!

FREE PmSBURGH
WITH ANY
PURCHASE

1"X 25 FT.
TAPE MEASURE IBmG9l]80

shownITEM 6908D,«9a3e/e»e3l
How Does Harbor Freight UWT « • ^mai Aaeae**, coump pwUuiBa Ceapcn good m

Ihe Perfect Compressar with Poweilul ’ atVM. tIgWffOIM ey SMng fOO-aS* BOM ssooiwalK8Nc#tng ft Mtatftie Owrgat may mh • «0 ovatoia. Hoft'bvafaWa Ongaw
eaoofli) mdA Oa praaoraad VaH toroi^3^i^$ UmA m couoeo pareistarnarparoa?Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools *Quiet and Consistent Airtiow...

Plus we Love the Low Price" ^ Super' Coupon!at the LOWEST Prices? Street ThfCtSMnaaM

... HP, 21 GALLON 125 PSI 
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR

CENTRAL ^PNEUMATIC CWR./7

WiTHANY nwT.rKcc^S-Ty^” SUPER BRIGHT IfiCA M
NINE LED ALUMINUM ^
FLASHLIGHT ^

We have Invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands.
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. it’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
500 Stares Nationwide.

ITEM
69652/69111

decetmt cRtnon 
01 By GBHriQ «OG'42S'2SS7 pKfMuONI-

puvenaaa Coupon pood 
" food «bSa **♦

•-MipitiPiMi OdBinal 
— QtoUniar par

alprw. h»rt<B¥raien 
Smeetof 4 KHvmrQ c^wvaa n«y apoty • 
oouMn prapantatf Vvuigh

SUPER COUPON!item 57847 
Shawn

FREE PmSBURGH
WITH ANY 
PURCHASE

LOT N0.87H7 
U1454/I1693 I

$14999 lIVTt 4777D .

mill6 PIECE
SCREWDRIVER SET

REG. PRICE $219.99

ITEM 4777M1513 
1 • CamrN MartOfYNlOW 4 nanNUtf acaroea "

confer*

486
■cm or hnorfta^ixn « by 800-423-2W Cwa«

' onv pwOBM Mar 30 ^ QfMni 
vAHi Annas Ufi Ron-BwtsfaraUi Onoinal 

’ Gflupon P* ontenw pa 4bt

WNf BtanatffH, ao««an prior Btiicnaa Coupon food P 
By eaiiwtf m-423-2SST dip boM Mtia uppipe an
appVKsifted

UMTS- GoMA ba uaas Nil Rfai daceuw 
BtnlB pitr on^ni raeaift 0% food '
COUPON WOP bd prpwweBd VM BNougli MiiS

’^/TTOTTOGH
LOT H0.BSU4I/69227421I6 

• Weighs 74 Ili3. ^4

pteM ID lrvpo<« Ron-SwwWM On0fPt 
ouPomorcoum praHTM

yj Best VaiHe Award 
lit Fsniy HaBdynseWINNER*“We Are impressed With the Quality... 

The Price is incredible"
-Cor Craft MeazM

★S
ir SLIDING COMPOUND 

DOUBLE-BEVEL MfTERi 
SAW WITH LASER GUIDE

s 's' IM 44“ 13 DRAWERS 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET
17 FT. TYPE 1A 

MULTI-TASK 
LADDER

LOT NO. 68784 
69867/62276

BS*SBALB
I IRAPID PUMP® tI LOT NO. 89664/61776/61969/619n 

ittfn 69654 CHICAGOSUECmC 
Shown3 TON (I

II- 2B33 lb. Capacity
- Weighs 245 lbs.
- SuperHigh 

Gloss Finish 

Item 68764 Shown

HEAVY DUTY ^ 
STEEL FLOOR JACK

II
LOT NO. 67646

• 300 lb. Capaeity
• 23 CortHQu rations

1'w
$7499 I$11999 REG. $369^9,I REG. I I PRiCE I 

$699.99
n«n 68048 ShownPRICE

REG. PRICE $159.99$199.99

\t 292S3246328382 ' . mI *48 3 700 8 T’
|lMrt I GeiX ■ M saw at HmxffpgM woi or Oy oinng 404473-3567 Cannot * UWT i - 6oM ■ OiN atom Or Hamfrngnt CCrti 9 by clino 680^2»7 Cm * UMTT i • taM X bst atnaa or HafOafrpglieoni or by CM 4KM»-2SS7 Cinnel
I bt uaatf wW* am dlacount ra caooo v pm oticiusa site 3S Ogfl &on oriQmal I ba iMd with afa otBcouX or esupoo er ortor punMan ta 36 Ovs team onmt I ba usad MA otop diawrt or coufse or pnor puchaM Xiar tt dM tm BrtsM .
I buntoH twei DTiftnai tBcM. OHr good wUla onm !»■. NoB^vrstaona Omnal | ptfcnaaa wiA onorttf racaw. Onp acM wruti simMs M. Nofi-nneforaM Oroa i ptncftt w«i ongM rcm. Cnir ow4 wNM BUMta M HoHranalarm Cnglnal ■CQWonmutfbaflTKanM. VikdinroiaghS/ilS Unt o« coupon per costEKTtai p« dsy  ̂ coupon meat 1m pnmd wlhn^MIS LtM one eo«Ba per ciobrw pv Oy ^ eoupor* nel prnMid UM wm CA«oe pat mtomar par  ̂̂

Horn SI KvMif niqM.m or by caAno a3^423-2567. Caonen 
ba lead «m oOir otaceufl or nopoa ot prw purcbOM afle 36 dais torn ortpiiw I 
puRMe M0t ontfne mUBL 04ar good ad* aniis U HenwetfanM On^i 
6819CR BUS ba pMiaiid. ViU nroogn 3/VI5 Utm ona ooeon par oaflnar par aiy

um I - fiDodi

• 500 Stores Nationwide
• HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 25 Mliiion Satisfied Customers

• No Hassie Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand rooia

Circle 024 on Free Information Card



Inspire
SUCCESS!

THE INTERIOR ISN'T FINISHED YET-BUT IT ALREADY LOOKS A
LOT BETTER THAN IT DID IN THE SHAG-CARPETED GLORY DAYS!

cottage with open porches on two sides. The ghosting of sawtooth trim and a handrail m tlie 
front bedroom upstairs pointed to a sleeping porch. Interior walls were banged together with 
a miscellany of wood, from timber with bark intact to sections of packing crates.

At some point the porches were closed in, and nondescript windows and doors replaced 
the originals, erasing Victorian character. Our cottage was not alone in its fate; none of the 
delightful Victorian camps remains. Among the vintage structures that do survive, most have 
a comfortable Arts & Crafts vibe, so we adopted the later aesthetic. Decisions were further 
determined by the lakefront locadon. The entire front exterior wall had rotted over the years; 
boat traffic and severe weather cause water to smack the break wall, splashing the cottage. 
Upstate New York winters are severe; the lake freezes so hard, motorcycle races are held on 
the ice. We elected to renovate our seasonal house using sturdy synthetic materials.

We used different types of Hardie cement-board siding to narrate how the structure had 
evolved over time. The original 1890s cottage is now shingled, and its later additions are 
clad in lap siding. New windows are Pella’s EnduraGuard aluminum-clad wood. We chose 
factory-finished colors for all products: Pella’s Brick Red, and Hardie’s Monterey Taupe for 
the body with Cobblestone for trim. Benjamin Moore reproduced those colors for painting the 
screened porch. A new standing-seam steel roof caps the project with vintage charm.
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Old World Charm
That Complements Any Kitchen

If

Adorned with copper, brass, nickel or chrome, 
each custom built Elmira Stove Works 
appliance is true to its era, while offering the 
performance and features found in the most 
modern kitchen appliances.
Models available in gas, electric, dual fuel or 
wood-burning. Let us build one for you.
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- Elmira 
Stove

WorksI ElmiraStoveWorks.com
1-800-295-8498 fMr For true originals.

RANGES • WALL OVENS • REFRIGERATORS • MICROWAVES • DISHWASHERSA
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Inspire
MY NEIGHBORHOOD

RURAL GOTHIC
Reminiscent of AJ. Downing'^ 
designs, the Roberts- 

; Mitchell House was built inT^65. 
on King s Highway. It is in the 
popular Go'thic Revival style,

HISTORIC FEDERAL
Built in 1810, this is a typical small house 
of the Federal period, located in the historic 
district. This type is found throughout the 
Mid-Atlantic region: three bays wide, two 
stories high, with a gable roof (here clad in

fiaddonfield is so community-
centered—parades, library hooli

sales, and walliing tours are things ITALIANATE VILLA
that bring people together. The 1876 Italianate house called "Old End," on King’s Highway,

has a complicated, though not unusual, architectural history.
The rear kitchen wing is actually a 1743 house that was movedANGIE CHEATHAM
to the site; the facade, built with Victorian features in 1876
was later "colonialized" with a classical portico and an antique
entryway rescued from an old Philadelphia house.

Angie and Ben Cheatham are raising four kids in a rambling Queen Anne house in Haddonfield; they moved here from London and New York.40



HADDONFiELO Q ROUTE 41 Q EVANS POND O INTERSTATE 295

Revolutionary / Tiaddonfield, Jersey
This village across the Delaware from Philadelphia emerged in 1713. 
With Philly now 20 minutes away by high-speed rail, urban sprawl 
encroaches. Yet Haddonfield remains a distinct community. Youth
ful families are lured by a great school system; children safely bike 

around the neighborhood. Built on farmland inherited by Elizabeth Haddon 
Estaugh, the village clusters around the pre-Revolutionary King's Highway 
today’s Route 41. Its centerpiece was the Indian King Tavern, now a museum. 
Peaceful streets are lined with 18th- and 19th-century houses in styles from 
colonial and Greek to Gothic, Mansard, and Queen Anne, many of them in a 
national historic district. Text and photos by James C. Massey & Shirley Maxwell

STICK STYLE
This imposing home built in 1873 
was designed by Philadelphia 
architect Samuel Sloan. It has the 
picturesque qualities of Queen 
Anne style with Stick Style embel
lishments. The unusual roof is 
technically a gambrel, but reads 
from the front as a mansard roof.
A sawtooth arch decorates the 
front center gable. The wraparound 
veranda is typical of the period.

FEDERAL TO FOLK
Built ca. 1821, the Githens 

; House retains its Federal-era 
underpinnings but exhibits 
changes made to this three-bay, 
two-and-a-half-story town- 
house. The entry porch is a 
recent restoration of a Victorian- 
period addition. Dormers with 
low-arch heads are more typical 
of the Greek Revival style.

MANSARDED STICK
Samuel Sloan designed this house 
in the Stick Style. Such panel- 
ized wood siding with prominent 
"stick" decoration gave rise to 
the style term. The slate-covered 
mansard roof has an unusual 
kick at the eaves. Note the hoods, 
or pent roofs, over windows and 
porch. The house wears historic 
colors from Sherwin-Williams: 
Topaz. Raisin, and Indian Red.
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DAMASCUS. MD / $599,900
Situated on 10 rolling acres, the refurbished ca. 1900 
Moxley Farm boasts such original features as heart 
pine floors, a quarter-turn spindle staircase with 
newel post, and casement trim and moldings. The 
property also includes a restored bank barn, chicken 
coop, and other outbuildings.

COLUSA, CA / $495,000
Designed by premier California builder/architect Sam
uel Newsom, this 1908 Craftsman-style house features 
exposed rafter tails and a full-width porch supported by 
square posts topped with trestle-style supports. Interior 
charms include a fireplace with inglenook seating, a 
box-beam dining room ceiling, built-in bookcases and 
cabinets, and original wood windows and floors.

Hip to 
Be Square

Instantly 
recognizable 
by its blocky 

two-story 
facade, 
hipped 

rook and 
deep front 
porch, the 

Foursquare 
can be 

found from 
coast to 

coast.

BARTLETT, IL / $225,000
Constructed by builder/carpenter Fred Wendlerin 1914 
as his own home, this deep-eaved house features a 
two-tone clapboard and shingled exterior, a full-width 
porch supported by Tuscan columns, and a side bay 
window. Inside, the original woodwork is unpainted, and 
the flooring is original, too: oak on the main level and 
Southern yellow pine upstairs.

OMAHA, NE / $200,000
Original characteristics of this 1906 Prairie-influenced 
house include a full-width porch, deep eaves, original 
oversized windows with stained and leaded glass, and 
a projecting bay window. The large foyer leads to a 
quarter-turn spindled staircase lit by vintage windows.

SPOKANE, WA / $324,500
An original oak entry door flanked by diamond-paned 
sidelights offers a warm welcome to this 1912 house. 
Period details include a box-beam ceiling, an Arts & 
Crafts tile fireplace, and a built-in buffet with leaded 
glass cabinets. Upstairs is an enclosed sun porch.
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HISTORIC HOME SHOW
The event for anyone (professionals and 

homeowners) who wants to learn about, restore, 
renovate, decorate, or care for old houses and 

preserve our architectural history.
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DESIGNER CRAFTSMEN SHOW
Celebrate the most time honored American 

craftsmen in the nation, featuring the highest 
quality in fine art, traditional crafts, contemporary 

folk art, museum quality replicas, original artworks 
and fine furniture reproductions
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February 6-8, 2015
VALLEY FORGE CASINO RESORT 

CONVENTION CENTER 
King of Prussia, PA

OPENING NIGHT 
PREVIEW & RECEPTION

PTiclay, Feb. 6: 6 - 9 pm 
Atlmission: $20 per person, $30 for two.

IF
IS

XJ

**

exhibition: craft
DEMONSTRATIONS & WORKSHOPS 

Saturday, February 7: 10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday, February 8: 11 am - 4 pm 

Aclinission $10 when you preregister, $12 on-site.
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ursna kW For more information visit 
www.historichomeshows.com 

or www.designercraftsmenshows.com.
Or call Carolyn Walsh 800.826.3893 x 2209
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GET ALL THE 
TOOLS YOU NEED 
TO RESTORE LIKE A PRO

APRIL 20U

One lucky OHJ reader will win each of the highest-rated tools we’ve reviewed in 
this year's Field Tested colunnn. Will it be you?

Enter at oldhouseonline.com/ultimate-tool-kit-giveaway
OCTOBER 2014
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SALVAGE IT
DO THIS, NOT THAT

if ASKOHJ60 STUFF I SCREWED UP
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Wood flooring 
has beautified homes 
for centuries. Today 

it’s available in
many varieties.



Floors—we learn 
to crawl on them and 
then walk, we flow 
from room to room on 
them, and sometimes 
we even dance across 
them. Historically and 
currently, weVe turned 
to wood flooring to bring 
warmth and character to 
our homes.

Thanks to the abundance of wood in the 
New World, the earli^t American floor
ing was wood, usually old-growth pine 
that was denser than today's trees. These 
floors were ^nerally left unfinished and 
swept clean, burnished only by use. As 
varnishes and rugs were too expensive 
for the average homeowner, they were 
used only in wealthier homes.

Through much of the 19th century, 
wood floors were just backup sing
ers to the stars of the show: carpeting, 
such as Brussels and Axminster, which 
had become easier to obtain thanks to 
manufacturing improvements, and also 
linoleum, which was invented in 1864.

But in the late 19th century, William 
Morris and Charles Eastlake pushed 
for simpler interiors, and wood floors 
became a focal point of the “hygienic” 
home because they were easy to keep 
clean. Wood grew to become a desirable 
flooring choice, and parquet borders 
and medallions gained traction in 
wealthier homes.

In the early 1900s, the widths and 
grades of wood flooring began to be stan
dardized, and oak, maple, fir, and yellow 
pine were the favored choices for floors.

Wood flooring peaked in 1949 when 
plywood, synthetic fiber carpeting, and 
vinyl floors were ushered in. These 
dominated the market in the 1960s, 
along with another newcomer: engi
neered flooring. By the 1980s, solid 
wood flooring was back in demand, and 
its popularity continues to grow. But the 
demand for its cousin, the engineered 
floor, also has risen. So how do these 
two flooring options compare?

* I

5 WAYS TO MATCH AN EXISTING FLOOR
It can be difficult to exactly match new floors to old; these methods will make the 
transition between the two less drastic and more pleasing to the eye.

1. Check reclaimed lumber suppliers, who may have old-growth species that 
match your original one. Keep in mind whether you need strip or plank boards, and 
the grade of your original floor.

2. When matching new flooring to old. make sure to purchase the new in the same 
profile. The new floor can be slightly thicker because it can be sanded to match the old 
floor—but it should never be thinner.

3. Consider lacing in the new boards. The process involves removing some planks of 
the original floor and integrating the new flooring, staggering the new boards into the 
old ones, it works especially well in wide openings, as above.

4. To match the color of the original floor, try making a custom mix by diluting the 
stain—but it can be tricky to get the color right. For the best results, both the original 
and the new floor should be sanded and refinished to match.

5. Install transition strips, also called T molding, which act as a bridge between 
floors that don't match.

d|

3|
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REMOVING WATER STAINS
FOR WHITE RINGS:
White rings form when water gets trapped in the floor’s finish. If the rings 
don’t disappear after drying (some do), here are three methods to try:

FOR BLACK MARKS:
Black marks are formed when water penetrates beyond 
the finish and into the wood. They are more difficult to 
remove, but it’s still doable.

IRON
Place a clean cotton cloth such as an old T-shirt over the 
white ring. Then rub the stain with an iron—make sure 
it's not set to steam!—for two or three seconds. Don’t 
press for too long, or you may damage the floor's finish.

STEPl STEP 3
Sand the stained 
section of the floor to 
remove the finish.

Once the stain is gone, 
neutralize the bleached 
area using a sponge 
and a mixture of two 
parts water and one 
part white vinegar.

STEEL WOOL
Generously coat very fine steel wool (#000 or #00001 
in lemon oil so that it won't scratch the wood. (Lemon 
oil doesn't remove the stain.) Gently buff the white ring 
with the steel wool until the stain is gone.

STEP 2
Brush bleach onto the 
black mark and let it dry. 
If needed, repeat. Allow 
the bleached area to dry 
overnight. Still stained? 
Try a commercial 
wood bleach.

r STEP 4
Refinish the floor to 
match the existing.DENATURED ALCOHOL

Dampen a clean cotton cloth with denatured alcohol, 
and gently rub the stain for two to three seconds.

a timeline ofamerican wood flooring
\ 1600$j DUE TO PLENTIFUL TIMBER. UNFINISHED PLANK FLOORS OF 

OLD-GROWTH YELLOW PINE ARE AFFORDABLE FOR MOST HOMES.

! 1790
! MACHINE-SAWN PUNKS 

I ARE INTRODUCED,

Late 1800s !MASS PRODUCTION OF WOOD FLOORS GROWS; THEY ARE NOW | 
POLISHED. THEY BECOME FASHIONABLE AND ARE CONSIDERED j 

EASY TO KEEP CLEAN. SO THEIR POPUURITY SOARS. 1

1830s i
THE TECHNIQUE FOR MANUFACTURING PLANKS IS IMPROVED AND j 

MADE CONSISTENT. TONGUE-AND-GROOVE BOARDS COME INTO j 
USE. WEALTHIER HOMES FEATURE PARQUET IN PUBLIC ROOMS, i

j 1901-1914
i TONGUE-AND-GROOVE WOOD BOARDS ARE THE MOST POPUUR 
1 FLOORING. OFTEN WITH PARQUET BORDERS. ANOTHER FAVORITE 

I IS HERRINGBONE-PATTERNED PARQUET.

! 1930s
i POLYURETHANE COMES 
I ON THE MARKET.

1920
VARNISHES
IMPROVE.

1940s
THE FIRST PREFINISHED WOOD FLOORING BECOMES 

AVAIUBLE AS MANUFACTURERS TRY TO FIND WAYS AROUND 
GOVERNMENT WARTIME RESTRICTIONS ON RAW MATERIALS.

Early 1950s i
THE FIRST ENGINEERED FLOORING IS 1 

DEVELOPED: SALES OF WOOD FLOORS PEAK, j

1950-1980
! HARD YEARS FOR WOOD FLOORING AS THE MARKET BECOMES DOMINATED BY INEXPENSIVE CARPETING 
I WITH A PLYWOOD SUBFLOOR; ENGINEERED FLOORING BECOMES MORE WIDELY AVAIUBLE.

1980S-1990S
BEHER MATERIALS AND MANUFACTURING 

TECHNIQUES RENEW INTEREST IN WOOD 
FLOORING. UMINATES BECOME AVAIUBLE.

2000s
ALL TYPES OF WOOD FLOORING-SOLID AND 

ENGINEERED-DOMINATE THE MARKET. HERRINGBONE 
RETURNS AS A POPUUR PARQUET CHOICE.
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PLAIN-SAWN----- .

SOLID
hardwood fi-.

k.

As the name implies, solid hardwood 
flooring is one solid piece of wood sawn 
from a log. The standard thickness 
is but there are also options Vie" 
and 1/2" thick. Older homes often have 
even thicker boards—pre-1850 houses 
can have floors as thick as iVs". Solid 
hardwood comes in three types of cuts:

A
RIFT-SAWN 1

m

QUARTER-SAWN

WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE
Hardwood flooring varies in width. Wide-plank flooring mea
sures 8" to 12" wide and was mostly used in pre-1850 houses. It 
gives rooms a more rustic, homey look that's suitable for colonial 
homes. Plank flooring, favored in houses after 1850. ranges from 
3" to 8". The narrowest selection, strip flooring, can run from 1V2" 
to 3". This width came into vogue in the early 20th century and can 
make a room seem larger.

For flooring with character and an aged patina, look to re
claimed wood flooring. Made from old-growth timber that has 
been cleaned and resawn, reclaimed flooring comes from dis
mantled buildings. A reliable supplier will check that the wood is 
free of nails with a metal detector or hand, and also will kiln-dry 
the planks to rid them of pests like termites and to stabilize the 
wood and prevent warping. Reclaimed hardwoods are denser than 
new timber, sustainable, and often come in a choice of wood more 
difficult to find anywhere else, such as heart pine.

rii

^1

RIFT-SAWN QUARTER-SAWNPLAIN-SAWN

PLAIN-SAWN is cut straight across the log, with 
rings 30 degrees or less to the face of the board, 
and has a flame pattern. It was often used in houses 
built from the early to mid-20th century, commonly 
in 2" to 3" red oak.

QUARTER-SAWNJ cut after the board is divided into 
fourths, shows off the growth rings of the wood at 
a 60- to 90-degree angle, as well as some flecks. It 
was the most common cut prior to the early 1900s, 
with white oak a favorite, as well as walnut, maple, 
and chestnut.

RIFT-SAWN boards are cut perpendicular to the 
grain, with growth rings showing at a 45- land up to 
60-) degree angle. Its straight grain is often mixed in 
with quarter-sawn boards, and it came in all of the 
same species.

When dealing with swelling and shrinkage due to mois
ture, rift-sawn and quarter-sawn boards are known for 
their stability; plain-sawn ones have more movement.

The boards can have either a square edge, which 
creates a smooth surface with no gaps from board 
to board, or a beveled edge, with a groove between 
boards, giving them a rustic look. A microplaned bev
eled edge has yet a smaller groove, but hides uneven 
planks better.

I
s

WHERE TO USE IT
Hardwood floors are recommended for 
almost all the rooms of a house—living 
rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, and 
hallways. They are often featured in 
kitchens, but be aware that moisture can 
cause warping over time. Use mats or 
throw rugs in areas where water might 
drip, such as by the sink, to maintain the 
floors. Solid wood floors usually aren’t 
recommended for bathrooms because the 
high moisture level makes it hard to keep 
them in good condition, but with proper 
care, they can work here. It’s best not to 
use hardwood floors in basements—the 
culprit, again, is moisture.

SO



HOW IT’S
INSTALLED HOW LONG IT WILL LAST

A tongue-and-groove plank SOLID WOOD FLOORINGhas a groove cut on one side and
CAN LAST 100 YEARS OR 
LONGER, AND RARELY 
NEEDS TO BE REPLACED.

a ridge—the “tongue”—on the
other, which allows the boards

to be snugly joined together.
Unlike engineered floors, which

are “floated” over a sublayer
and require no nailing or glue,
hardwood floors are attached

fill in the gapsto a subfloor, usually plywood
or furring strips over a vapor

barrier. The planks are nailed to
When solid hardwoods develop 
gaps between boards, usually 
after decades of use, it’s easy to fill 
them in with this tried-and-true 
technique.

the subfloor through the tongue
so the nails don’t show when the

floor is completed.

STEPl STEPS
Vacuum the gap to remove Cut the tube of filler at a slight 

angle to make application easier; 
these tubes fit into a standard 
caulk gun. Press the caulk gun 
trigger, and run a bead of filler 
along the length of the gap.

I any debris.

STEP 2
Choose the right filler: Wood putty 
can harden and crack, so use a 
flexible latex- or silicone-based 
filler for gaps that are less than Vs” 
wide in a color that matches your 
floor’s finish. (Larger gaps will 
require a different treatment, such 
as filling with rope, wood slivers, 
or commercially made products.)

RECLAIMED SOLID WOOD FLOORING, LIKE THIS EXAMPLE FROM 
AUTHENTIC WOOD FLOORS, COMES WITH THE PATINA OF AGE. STEP 4

Remove excess filler by running a 
plastic caulk trimmer along 
the seam.DESIGN OPTIONS

There are more than SO domestic and exotic species 
available to choose from for solid hardwood—from his
toric favorites like maple, red and white oak, and pine 
to more modem options like bamboo (not technically a 
wood, but listed as one), jarrah, and purpleheart.

Solid hardwood is available prefinished and unfin
ished. Flooring that is unfinished is best for matching 
existing flooring because it can be stained to the right 
hue. Finishes include wax, oil, and urethanes, which 
come in a range from matte to high gloss. Hardwood 
also can be distressed or hand-scraped to create an 
aged patina.

Parquet, which is both a technique and a type of 
flooring, creates geometric patterns with small pieces 
of wood. By the late i8oos, machine-cutting wood made 
parquet more affordable. Borders and medallions also 
were introduced. In Victorian homes, a border could 
be as simple as a single contrasting band of wood or 
as elaborate as a Greek key design of two or three 
contrasting woods. Herringbone became a popular 
parquet design in the early 20th century.

Xn oMore Online
X Find out how to disguise floor damage at oldhouseonUne.com/floor-damage.

RESTORATION OPTIONS
Hardwood floors can be sanded five to seven times (if not 
more) over the span of their lifetime. Avoid sanding to the 
point where the nails securing the flooring are exposed. For 
instance, if a plank is it shouldn’t be sanded beyond the 
wear layer, which has approximately a Via" thickness. Keep in 
mind that the finish on a hardwood floor can be lightly sanded 
and recoated numerous times without affecting the hardwood 
itself. Plus, not every issue or stain on a hardwood floor re
quires sanding—see page 49 for other techniques.
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FIVE OR MORE COATS OF 
TOUGH POLYURETHANE 

PROTECT THE TOP VENEER

ENGINEERED
FLOORING

THE TOP "WEAR 
LAYER" tS USUALLY 

HIGH-QUALITY 
HARDWOOD

Engineered flooring is a sandwich of 
layers, called “plies,” of hardwood and 
plywood bonded together via a heating 
and pressing process. The top layer, the 
one you see, is a veneer of hardwood 
Vie" to Ve" thick. Beneath that veneer is 
a core of plywood, with each ply lying 
perpendicular to the other to give the 
flooring strength and stability, and make 
it less susceptible to expansion and 
contraction. Engineered flooring can 
have as few as three plies or as many 
as 12—the more layers, the better the 
quality of the floor. On average, most 
boards have five layers.

A PLYWOOD 
CORE IS FORMED 
OF SECONDARY 
WOOD VENEERS

FOR STRENGTH. EACH 
LAYER’S WOOD GRAIN 
RUNS PERPENDICULAR 
TO ITS NEIGHBOR

WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE
Because of the veneer, it’s visually difficult to tell the differ
ence between a solid wood floor and an engineered one once 
they have been laid. (The wood flooring industry considers 
engineered and solid wood floors to be interchangeable.) The 
plies are visible from the side before engineered flooring is 
installed, however.

*-r-svr.'- r:TT-V; ' .• • -trCrS r • .

DESIGN OPTIONS
Engineered floors come in many species, and 
are prefinished with seven to lO coats of alu
minum oxide, which is stronger than most ap
plied finishes. Engineered planks range from 
2V4" to 7" wide, in thicknesses from Ve" to 
Thinner engineered flooring—is nailed 
to the floor for stability. Thicker 14" types can 
either be nailed to a wood subfloor or glued to 
dry concrete slabs. The thickest planks (Vs" 
and up) can be used as a floating floor.

I
SI

WHERE TO USE IT IIEngineered flooring holds up in spaces that 
get light moisture, such as bathrooms, kitch
ens, basements, and over concrete floors, 
but it isn’t going to last in a high-moisture 
situation—a basement that tends to flood, for 
instance. When using engineered flooring, 
the moisture content in an adjacent concrete 
slab cannot exceed 4 percent (the space must 
be tested first to pinpoint exact levels of 
moisture), and a vapor barrier underlayer is 
recommended in moisture-prone areas.

!■
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HOW IT*S 
INSTALLED
Engineered flooring 

favors the Click Loc system, 
tongue-and-groove boards 
that lock together to create 
a tight seam. The system 

requires no glue, so the floor 
is floated over a foam or cork 
sublayer, and it can be used 
over any secured subfloor— 

plywood, concrete, old 
hardwood, tile, etc.

HOW LONG IT WILL LAST
THE LIFESPAN OF ENGINEERED 
FLOORING DEPENDS ON THE 
THICKNESS OF THE PLANK: 
THINNER TYPES LAST 20 TO 
30 YEARS. AND THICKER ONES 
HAVE A LIFESPAN OF 40 TO 
80 YEARS. THESE PROJECTED 
LIFESPANS MAY HOLD TRUE 
FOR HIGH^OUALITY ENGINEERED 
FLOORING. BUT NOT SO FOR 
THE MANY CHEAPLY MADE 
ENGINEERED FLOORING 
PRODUCTS OUT THERE. IT'S 
HARD FOR A CONSUMER 
TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE 
VISUALLY BETWEEN QUALITY 
ENGINEERED FLOORING AND 
CHEAPER VERSIONS. PRICE 
POINT CAN BE ONE INDICATOR. 
BUT THE NUMBER OF LAYERS 
IS A BETTER ONE. THE HIGHER. 
THE BETTER: DON'T CHOOSE

RESTORATION OPTIONS
Like a solid wood floor, 
engineered flooring can 
be scratched and dinged. 
Unlike solid wood floors, 

however, not all engineered 
flooring can be sanded. 

The thickness of the veneer 
impacts how many times 

an engineered floor can be 
sanded. Some claim that 

thickest ones can be sanded 
up to five times, but a more 

conservative view is probably 
best when dealing with 

veneers: one to two times. 
And the thinnest veneers. 

Vu". can only be coated with 
finish. They also are not 

very forgiving when being 
sanded, so professional 

refinishing is recommended. 
Deep scratches and dents 

can’t be sanded out.

AN ENGINEERED FLOOR WITH
FEWER THAN FIVE LAYERS.

FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95.

THE VERDICT: In the right circumstances, an engineered floor can bring 
all the best qualities of solid wood floors to a space in the house where you might 
not have been able to use wood. Although engineered flooring can be a good 
choice for basements or over concrete slabs, solid wood is the more durable, 
long-lasting, and historically appropriate option for any old-house space.
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SUPPLIES

PROTECTIVE GEAR
Goggles□

□ Oust mask

TOOLS
□ Measuring tape
□ Bevel square
□ T-square

English bead or□
rabbet plane

□ Smoothing plane
Gutter planea

n Table saw
□ Band saw

AFTER □ Profile gauge
□ Chisel

IDO-qrit sandpaper

Replicate a Window Pediment ^1

Window pediments are designed to shed water 
away from the sash while adding a decorative 

embellishment. This classic 18th-century Georgian 
design, a shed roof with cavetto cove and thumb bead 
base, can be readily reproduced by a handy DIYer. An 
existing window pediment will yield measurements 
and the molding profile, but it’s also possible to 
determine dimensions by examining paint shadow 
lines on the clapboards. By John Schnitzler

BEFORE YOU START
Select a block of wood that’s larger than your 
original window pediment to make your repro
duction. in New England, white pine is a local, 
available, and traditional wood. Other wood 
species that work well are mahogany and cedar. 
Their dense growth rings afford longevity and 
a high resistance to decay. Be sure to select a 
premium, quality piece of wood.

S
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THE
PRORecognize that there were no standard sizes in 18th- 

century woodwork—each piece was handmade and will 
have unique dimensions, and variations in size often 
occur within the same house. -John schnitzier

TIP

r'STEPl STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
Trace a cross section of the 
original pediment's profile on a 
clean end of block as a guide.
If you don't have the original, 
use a profile gauge to capture 
the dimensions from another 
pediment on the building, or 
make a cardboard cutout as 
your guide. Start with a short 
waste block to check all setup 
alignments and cuts on your 
table saw before you move on 
to the full-length board.

Rough cut the block on a table 
saw, using the bevel square to 
rip the roof angle; Place the 
bevel square on the original 
pediment to find the roof angle, 
and duplicate this angle on the 
new piece. Make another pass 
along the table saw to remove 
most of the cavetto's angle. 
Next, using an angled fence, 
pass the piece of wood through 
the saw to finish the cavetto 
[shown). Do this slowly, Va" at 
a time. [The angle will be de
termined by the original piece; 
each will be different.)

Use a molding plane to make 
the pediment's bead. There 
are different ways to do this, 
but my preferred methods are 
to use an English bead plane 
[shown] or a rabbet plane and 
sandpaper. A bead plane will 
make the process quick—you'll 
only need maybe five or six 
passes. The rabbet plane is 
slower, and you'll need to use 
more care to form the bead, 
but it's doable if you don't own 
a bead plane. You also can use 
a mechanical molding wheel or 
a router.

Cut the pediment to length, us
ing the cut pieces as a template 
to trace and finish your returns. 
Cut returns out on a band saw 
[4a], using measurements from 
the original or a copy. To finish, 
refine surfaces with planes—a 
smoothing plane to clean up 
flat edges and the roof of the 
return, a gutter plane to refine 
the cavetto's shape [4b], and 
a hand chisel on your bead 
return. Smooth edges with 
sandpaper. To install, face-nail 
the corners to the building, 
then toe-nail down through the 
pediment's roof. Cover the roof 
with lead flashing.

55TIP • Window pediments in attic gables tend to survive-look to them for design clues.
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(for edge work, open-ended flutes or dados, or
mounting under a router table) or plunge (forless time with an electi’ically powered router.
mortises, stopped flutes or dados, and mostRouters can execute a dozen different cutting
template-guided work); the routers we testedtasks (from mortises and rabbets to dados and
here come with both types for extra versatility.dovetails) to create common joinery, which is

Routers I'ange in size from small i-hp lami-why they’re considered one of the most versatile
nate trimmers to large 3*4-hp plunge routers.woodworking tools out there.
Compact ranters bridge the gap between small.The router is a simple machine tliat is du-
nimble trimmers and the more substantialliable and relatively inexpensive. Its electric mo-
2^4-hp and larger routers. Reasonably powerfultor turns a shaft tipped by a collet, which can
and capable, yet small enough to be comfort-hold a wide ai*ray of cutting bits. The motor sits
able for beginners to use, a compact router is ain a housing attached to a base that has handles
good choice as a first router purchase.for secure control. The base can either be fixed

/ THE
PRO^ TIP /

/
y

Bit by Bit
Don’t push bits in too far—this can
prevent the collet from gripping the bit 
securely. The result can be a bit that slips
and cuts too deep, ruining the work
or worse, flies out of the router while
spinning at 24,000 rpm. Avoid this by
making sure there’s about Vs” between
the base of the cutters and the collet'
-Brian Campbell, Carpenter

r\ Win It!
Enter to win our Ultimate Tool Kit Giveaway at
oldhouseonline.com/uUimate-tool-kit-giveaway.



HOWTO USE IT

Don't try to remove too much wood in one 
pass—aim for three passes instead: the 
first to "hog out” most of the material, the 
second to remove up to 95 percent of the 
wood, and a final cleanup pass to create a 
smooth, clean surface. Make continuous 
progress; pausing in one place too long can 
cause burn marks on your work.

When doing edge work, route from left to 
right with the router between you and the 
work piece. As a beginner, you may feel 
more comfortable with the work piece 
between you and the router, in which case 
your router should move from right to left.

It’s often easier to change bits by removing 
the motor from the base, as the base can in
terfere with turning the wrenches. If you need 
two wrenches to change bits (on routers with
out a spindle lock), positioning the wrenches 
as shown allows them to be operated with 
one hand. After initially freeing the collet nut, 
you'll then thread it down the spindle until it 
binds again; use the wrenches to continue 
moving the nut until the bit is free.

Head to Head
IF YOU’RE ONLY GOING TO OWN ONE ROUTER, A COMPACT MODEL WITH A COMBINATION BASE OFFERS THE MOST FLEXIBILITY.

BEST VALUE

L-t>'
4r 4

PORTER-CABLE 4S0
More of a souped-up trim router 
than a true compact. Porter-Ca
ble's 1 V4-hp router nonetheless 
ably handled dados, round- 
overs. and mortises—but ’’you’re 
limited to the size of router bits 
you can use safely," points out 
woodworker Stan Wolpert. Our 
testers liked the smoothness 
and depth of the plunge action, 
as well as an easy-to-use depth 
adjustment and a collet lock but
ton that facilitates single-wrench 
bit changes. With its light weight 
and small profile, this is a good 
router for first-time buyers— 
though the relatively high price 
for its size is a bit of a drawback.

CRAFTSMAN 320-26783
Craftsman’s 2-hp router proved 
to be divisive: Amateurwood- 
workers raved about how many 
features it offers for the price 
(soft start, LED lights, an edge 
guide, dust collection), but our 
pro thought it lacked the quality 
of other models in the test. Vibra
tion was an issue as well: "This 
is not a router that a professional 
or avid woodworker would enjoy 
using for hours on end." said our 
expert, Brian Campbell. But as 
the only router with a variable- 
speed motor (which allows for 
mounting in a table), the Crafts
man wins the "most bang for 
your buck” award.

DEWAIT DW616
Features like comfortable 
handles, fine-tuned depth 
adjustment, and a superb 
dust collector on the plunge 
base helped propel DeWalt’s 
iy4-hp router to the top of the 
heap among our testers. "This 
was the only router in the test 
where the dust collection is 
central to the design of the tool, 
not an afterthought.” Camp
bell said. However, the size 
of the opening on both bases 
places some limitations on this 
router’s versatility—our testers 
couldn’t cut dados deeper 
than and were limited to 
yC X roundover bits.

MILWAUKEE 5615-2Q
It falls in the same power class 
as the DeWalt router, but our 
testers found the 1%-hp Milwau
kee to be slightly more versatile, 
thanks to a larger base opening 
that allows for bigger bits, as 
well as a vacuum attachment 
that can be used on both bases. 
Us unique plunge lever drew a 
few gripes ("It was too short and 
difficult to get to,” said wood
worker Doug Pinney), as did 
its lack of a soft start. It got top 
marks for ergonomics, though— 
our testers liked the well-placed 
controls and comfortable grips 
on both bases, as well as the 
extra strap on the fixed base.

e
£

£ i

Get It: $189. portercable.com Get It: $108, craftsman.com Get It: $190, dewalt.com Get It: $210. milwaukeetool.com

57TIP • If you can remove stock with a table saw or other tool prior to router work, you'll get better results and keep expensive router bits sharp much longer.
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QUICK MAKEOVERS

Make a Splash in the BathroomPerk up your bathroom with a vintage-inspired medicine cabinet or a 
retro faucet, and stop leaks in their tracks with new grout.

aIf you’ve been brushing your teeth while looking in 
a chipped mirror, ditch your old medicine cabinet 

for a surface-mounted replacement. To hang it, first mark 
the center of both the wall and the cabinet’s bottom. Using 
the marks as a guide, hold the cabinet against the wall to 
find the right height—73” is a standard starting point. Use a 
level to check the placement, then trace around the corners 
with a pencil.

Prep the cabinet by drilling holes about 2" in from the cor
ners, then return the cabinet to the wall and mark through 
these prep holes. Remove the cabinet, and drill holes in the 
wall on these marks, inserting a drywall anchor in each one. 
Repeat the process for the bottom holes. Hold the cabinet 
against the wall and line up the holes (a level helps here, too), 
then secure the cabinet to tbe wall with drywall screws.

i

Hang a 
medicine 
cabinet

//

Install 
a retro 
faucet

«ml

O’"
im

STEPlIf your bathroom 
faucet is a remuddled 
replacement, upgrade 

to a new assembly 
with retro appeal.

Faucets come a 
variety of finishes— 
from brushed nickel 

to chrome to oil- 
rubbed bronze—to 
match every space.

\

To install a widespread faucet, turn off the 
water supply either at the valves under the 
sink or the main line, and clear everything 
out under the sink. Remove the old faucet by 
loosening the nuts holding it in place with a 
wrench; clean the area where the faucet sat 
with vinegar or rubbing alcohol. Run a bead 
of caulk around the center hole [skip if there 
is a gasket] and slide the new faucet into it. 
From beneath the sink, slide a washer onto 
the faucet stem, and then screw on the nut by 
hand, using a wrench for the last turn. Check 
to make sure the faucet is aligned correctly; 
adjust as needed, and wipe up any excess 
caulk. Repeat this process for the handles.

STEP 2
Screw in the three-way spout tee so the bottom 
opening faces the hot and cold handles, then 
cover the threads on the spout tee and the 
handles' stems with plumber's tape. Connect 
the braided water supply tubing to each 
handle, then gently bend the tubing and attach 
its nut to the spout tee. Connect the water 
supply tubing to each valve stem by tightening 
the nut, and then connect those lines to the 
shutoff valves. Turn on the valves and check 
for leaks. Remove the faucet's aerator, turn on 
both handles, and run the water for a minute to 
remove any debris in the line.

58 TIP • Don't over-tighten the screws-yau can crack the sink!



WEEKEND

Regrout tile and tub
Don’t ignore deteriorating grout around your tub and 
tiles—water will start seeping into places you don’t want 
it to go. Tackle it this weekend, and later enjoy a nice soak 
while you admire your work.

STEP1
Remove the old grout with a handheld tool (such 
as a putty knife or 5-in-1 tool] or an oscillating 
multi-tool with a diamond-tip blade, scraping 
out the grout to half the depth of the tile. If you’re 
using a multi-tool, take care not to damage the 
tile (get tips at oldhouseonline.com/multi-tools), 
and wear safety goggles and a mask. Clean any 
residue with a nonabrasive sponge; use a bleach 
solution (one cup bleach per gallon of water] or 
rubbing alcohol to gel rid of any mildew. Let it 
thoroughly dry.

rr

\ 1/

V

£
i STEP 2

i Using a polymer grout, apply it at a 45-degree 
i angle with a rubber float on the tiles and where 
i the tub meets the wall. Make sure to work the 
j grout into the seams so there are no gaps. Work 
I in sections of a few feet at a time, as the grout will 
I begin to dry in 20 to 30 minutes.

STEP 3
Wipe off excess grout as you go. First, scrape the 
tile with the float at a 90-degree angle. Once the 
grout has firmed up a bit (15 minutes or so], use 
the clean edge of a wrung-out damp sponge to re
move remaining residue from the tiles, taking care 
not to push too hard on the grout lines. Smooth 

I the grout along the rim of the tub with your finger. 
Let it dry for at least 24 hours, then wipe off any 
remaining film with a damp sponge or cloth.

' .(f
sa

5
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VI 59TIP • Don't use a dripping wet sponge to clean grout from the tile. If water runs down, the sponge is too wet.
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STUFF X SCREWED UP

often find tiles
stuck to my THE FIXwet feet.

Tiling a bathroom floor is a pretty 
straightforward OIY project, but it does 
have the potential to go awry if you’re 
not being careful (as anyone who's 
consistently tortured by a slightly mis
aligned tile can attest).

The recommendation to stay away 
from premixed thin-set mortar was 
a good one—premixed thin-set is a 
mastic that doesn't contain Portland 
cement, which means that while it 
might be perfectly suitable for laying 
tile on plaster or drywall (such as for 
a kitchen backsplash), it’s not going to 
hold up on a consistently wet. highly 
trafficked bathroom floor. Mixing 
thin-set yourself—by adding water to 
a powdered mix—has "a wide latitude 
for error." says veteran tilesetter Riley 
Doty, but you should always make sure 
that the consistency isn't too stiff or 
watery: (t should resemble frosting or 
peanut butter.

For the substrate that goes under 
the layer of thin-set, Doty recom
mends using Vi" cement backer 
board over plywood when installing 
1" hexes. If the plywood subfloor has 
a considerable amount of bounce, he 
recommends adding another layer of 
Vi' plywood to form a stiffer substrate. 
If you’re laying the tile on top of a 
concrete slab, he says, you have the 
option to set the tile directly on the 
slab, as long as it's smooth and free of 
cracks. (’’If the slab has cracks, the tile 
is likely to crack, too, " he explains.)

The bad news here is that there’s 
really no way to salvage your previ
ous efforts—tearing out the existing 
floor and starting over is the only way 
to get this project to stick. Plan on 
purchasing new tile, too: ’’If the tile 
is coming up pretty easily, it’s likely it 
can be saved," Doty says, "but you’d be 
spending a lot of time to save a little 
bit of money."

T

II
I

Wlien we installed hex tile in our bathroom, we were advised to mix 
the mortar ourselves instead of buying premixed. It didn’t mix well, 

and we’ve had poorly adhered files ever since. They pop off, and we try to 
reattach them with very little success—I often find them pulling up and 
sticking to my wet feet. -Todd Smith, via Facebook

9

ti

Share TourStotyl
What have you, your spouse, pet, contractor, previous owner (you get 
the picture) screwed up? Email us at ohjeditorial@aimmedia.com.
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You Ve put your

HEART
and SOUL

into restoring your home.
AOniNC; AIR CONDITIONING DOESN’T

iMlvAN YOU HAVE T() TIvAR \T APAR'l'.

Trusted in more than 250,000 homes, the Unico System*’fits 
into older homes where conventional heating and cooling units can't.
Its modular air handlers install easily into attics, crawl spaces or closets, 
while the small flexible supply ducts route simply above ceilings, below 
floors or through wall cavities. And by eliminating the need for unsightly 
metal ductwork, the Unico System provides quiet, draft-free comfort 
that fits beautifully with your home's aesthetics.

To learn more about adding the Unico System to your 
home, call (800) 527-0896 or visit unlcosystem.com today!

The Unico System® Oudns are anHobte In stylts and ^nis/ie] to mctsh on/ Heo'.

UNICOSYSTEM.COM (flOO) S27-0896
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STEALS & DEALS

1. MAKE THE CABINET FRAME
Bliss created her cabinet fronn rough- 
sawn 2x6 timbers salvaged from an 
old shed, cut to the same size as her 
window. (The top board is about an inch 
wider for overhang.) Use three of the 
timbers to create a U shape, fastening 
them together at the corners with four 
3Y2" wood screws spaced evenly along 
the width of the board, about y2" in from 
the edge. Then create four pocket holes 
(one in each corner) on the inside of 
the cabinet frame and use 3V2" drywall 
screws to attach the top.

ELECTRICIAN’S POUCH
Whether you wear it as a 
belt, across your body, or 
sit it upright on the ground 
this little tool pouch will 
hold all of your essentials 
for a day of DIY projects. 
$50, milw3ukeetool.com

2. ATTACH THE DOOR
To turn the window into a door, add 
surface-mounted hinges to the top and 
bottom of one long side. Place each hinge 
on the window, mark the location for the 
screw hole, and then drill a pilot hole be
fore screwing the hinge in place. Lay the 
window on top of the cabinet and repeat 
this process to attach the other side of 
the hinge to the cabinet frame. On the 
opposite edge of the door, measure to the 
center and mount a magnetic catch on 
the interior of the door and frame. TABLETOP TILE SAW

If you have a big tile project 
ahead, this budget-priced 
saw might be cheaper than 
a rental—especially since it 
can cut porcelain, ceramic, 
and stone tiles of up to 20". 
$129, ryobitools.com

$20Old window
Surface- 

mounted hinges
Bun feet

Knob or handle 
(optional)

3. ADO ACCESSORIES$10
Finish the cabinet by adding a shelf, feet, 
and a knob or handle. Measure and cut a 
piece of wood for the shelf, mounting it 
with four L brackets. Add bun feet to the 
bottom by inserting 3V2" screws down 
through the inside of the cabinet frame, 
then tightly screwing on the feet. If you’d 
like, you also can add a knob or handle 
on the outside of the door—mount it in 
approximately the same location as the 
magnetic catch.

$20

$7

$66TOTAL

Windo>N
Cabinet

As much as we wish they would, 
old windows don’t always 

stay on old houses. But they don’t 
have to end up in landfills, either— 
architectural salvage stores are chock 
full of charming old windows just 
waiting to be given new life. For this 
project, blogger Bliss of Bliss Ranch 
used a vintage window as the door for 
a small bathroom cabinet. Here’s how 
she did it.

4. MOUNT THE CABINET TO THE WALL
This cabinet rests on the floor, but Bliss 
further secured hers by screwing 3V2" 
drywall screws at an angle through the 
inside of the top board directly into the 
studs. If you’d rather have a freestand
ing cabinet, you can use wood screws to 
attach a backing material to the cabinet 
frame at the end of Step 1. (Bliss sug
gests headboard, painted a contrasting 
color and distressed.)

UNIVERSAL NUFIT DRAIN
With a built-in strainer, 
foot-activated push-button 
closure, and optional 
snap-on overflow plate, this 
bathtub drain is a serious 
upgrade. (And it’s super- 
easy to install.) From $21, 
universalnufit.com

62 TIP • Old windows often have lead paint, so follow lead-safe work practices-see epa.gov/lead for more.
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Live Edge Slabs

North American Hardwood 
Kiln Dried

Perfect for Bars, Islands, & Tables 
Unfinished 

Same Day Shipping

1.866.963.5602
www.dininglegs.com
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DO THIS, NOT THAT

Sistered Floor Joists
Floor joists can fail for a variety of reasons; rot from exposure to damp environments, splits from 
overloading, or overzealous cuts made to allow for large electrical, plumbing, or ventilation passages. 
Failing joists can be replaced (a major investment of time and labor) or sometimes supported by a 
judicious use of posts, but the simplest means of fixing them is through sistering—attaching a timber of 
roughly the same dimension to pick up the partial or entire load carried by the failed joist. By Ray Tschoepe

WRONG WAY
USE SHORTCUTS
It’s easiest and most tempting to install a short length 
of wood to fit the available space or cover the defect. 
Unfortunately. 3' and 4' lengths don’t provide enough 
points of attachment to hold the original load for long 
periods of time.

Cutting a "mouse hole" around penetrations such 
as wiring or plumbing for ease of installation also will 
greatly reduce the load-carrying capacity of the sister. 
Similarly, gaps between the sister and the original 
joist should be avoided. Finally, while it’s convenient to 
attach sisters with common nails, they will not provide 
the most secure and lasting connection.

'To

> ... 0%-

'Su>4AT£.
c

c
RIGHT WAY Si

Kf>SISTER LONG BOARDS
Make the sister as long as you can. 
More attachment points and close 
approximation to the existing timber 
will allow it to shoulder the largest 
load. Attach it using bolts and nuts, 
like hex head bolts or carriage bolts 
[V2' or larger). Lag screws will do in 
a pinch.

Make sure to re-route or discon
nect and reconnect any plumbing, 
electrical, gas, etc. lines that pene
trated the original joist. These should 
be repositioned with the new wood in 
place. Make sure the new joist rests

squarely on the sill and travels as 
deep into the wall space as possible. 
In masonry walls, you may have to 
remove several stones adjacent to 
the old joist to make room for the 
new timber. Use flat stones and/or a 
no-shrink grout to form a shelf onto 
which the new wood will sit. Wedge 
to level it. Finally, make sure that you 
seal the new wood’s end grain so it 
doesn't begin to absorb water once 
it’s in position. Primer and paint are 
a good choice; an epoxy consolidant 
can work even belter.

P

i!

a

64 TIP • Time spent improving the structural components of your house is always time well spent.
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VICTORIAN
Lighting works

Upgrade to
OverBoards!

P.O. BOX 469
251 S. Pennsylvania AvE 
Centre Hall, PA 16828 

814^364^9577

OverBoards are high-quality classic upgrades for radiant baseboards. 
Foundry-crafted of solid cast aluminum, OverBoards Install easily over 
your existing baseboards, and complement 
your home's classic architectural details.

Classic Upgrades for Baseboard Heat

VLWORKS.COM Call 1 -877-466-8372 or visit us at www.Go-OverBoard.com
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AMERICAN RESIORAIION TILE
MANUFACTURER OF CUSTOM HISTORICAL TILE

HEXAGON I 3/4" SQUARE 
SUBWAY TILES 1 BASKETWEAVE 

SPIRAL I ALL OTHER HISTORICAL SIZES

1

{501} 455-1000 
WWW.RESTORATIONTILE.COM

BAY WINDOWS ARE MADE FOR SHUTTERS
AUTHENTIC DESIGN • FREE MEASURE GUIDE • FREE BROCHURE
SHOW OFF YOUR WINDOWS WITH LOW MAINTENANCE HIGH QUALITY CUSTOM 

FABRICATED LOUVERED SHUTTERS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR READYTO
INSTALL IN 4T0 6 WEEKS. CALL FOR DETAILS AND COST OHJ/Dec/20U
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Patricia Poore is Editor 
Emeritus of Did House Journal.

Have a §tiesHon?
Ask Patricia at ppoore@aimmedia.com.

TRADITIONAL INDO-PERSIAN 
PATTERNED RUGS ARE AVAILABLE 
IN MANY PRICE RANGES.

CLOCKWISE: METAL "SHINGLES '
IN A HISTORIC DIAMOND PATTERN;
STANDING-SEAM (VERTICAL PANEL)

In OHJ’s 
September 

issue, I came across a 
rug I like in “Putting 
the Bungalow Back. 
Do you know who 
makes it or where I 
can buy it?
—Marilyn Ellison, via email

METAL ROOFS ON A GREEK REVIVAL
AND A VICTORIAN HOUSE.

Q We have a 100-year-old, side-by-side 
two-family house, brown shingled. 

Would a metal roof be appropriate?
—Adriana O'Toole, Montclair, New Jersey

A , David Heide Design 
* Studio tells us that rug 

is a custom-ordered, hand- 
knotted Persian carpet, and 
the homeowners do not recall 
the maker. It’s a traditional 
Indo-Persian pattern in a muted 
palette that complements a bun
galow interior. You might try to 
find a similar rug at The Persian 
Carpet (persiancarpet.com) or 
Tiger Rug (tigerrug.net). Both 
sell traditional rugs as well as 
those in the Arts & Crafts genre.

rustproof and long-lasting.
One reason metal roofs are not more 

common is their higher upfront cost. For 
more information, get advice and quotes 
from roofers in your area. Two with good, 
educational websites: metaIroofingnj.com 
(Hoboken) and americanroofingandsiding 
.com (Belleville).

A more general site is metalroofing.com, 
an industry-group site that includes a 
photographic product gallery. You’ll get a 
quick course on steel vs. aluminum, coat
ings, metal gauge, costs, etc. An Internet 
search will turn up a dozen more metal- 
roofing companies near you.

Metal roofing was 
# (and is) widely used in 
^ some areas, less so in 

others. A metal roof is a 
smart choice and perfectly appropriate for 
a hundred-year-old house. Advantages in
clude a Class A fire rating, light weight (so 
the new roof often can be installed over the 
old shingles), weather resistance, durability 
(assume 50+ years of service, as opposed to 
15-25 for asphalt), and good looks.

Metal roofing is available in sheets 
(seamed on site), or in products that mimic 
the look of wood shingles and slate or clay 
tiles. Today’s factory-applied coatings are

qA E

&

S

g
^ cMore Online
T Learn how to install a standing-seam metal roof at oldhouseonline.com/metal-roof.
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Ann Wallace 
Prairie Textiles

I

^..

-SS-

t

5sa

■f- f ' .1

1

Curtains, roller shades,^ 
bedding, cushions, / 
table iinens, pillows J 
embroidered and ^
stenciled. 
www.annwallace.com • 213-614-1757 1-866-561-3158

2 State Rd, Great Barrington, MA 01230
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WAINSCOTINGPANELINGFLOORING

Save nvior more on 
heating costs*WIDE BOARDS 

FOR FINE WORK
up to wsli-mount«d room heaio

Whether you re an architect, 
a builder or a humble homeowner, 

we offer a fine selection of wide pine, 
native hardwoods and reclaimed 
antique woods custom milled for 

your historic restoration, renovation 
or new building projects.

PINE TO 30” WIDE OAK TO 18' WIDE

energy saving
heats room for as little as 
4 cents per hour*

ultrB'Safe
leave unattended 24/7; 
cool to the touch

healthy
fanless • doesn't blow dust 
& allergens or dry the air

effective
100% Pure Stack Convection: 
gentle whole room warmth!

siient
fanless design, auto dimming 
power light

easy instaii
installs In minutes, no drill; 
hardwired & plug4n models

styiish
slim space saving design.
19° wide X 2' thin!

J

CRAFTSMAN LUMBER s 
COMPANY, INC.
BOX 222, 436 MAIN ST. 
GROTON, MA 01460 
p978.448.5621 
f978.448.2754 
u CRAFTSMANLUMBER.COM

L eheat.com 1-800-807-0107COMPANY
FINELY Milled since 1974 rvKKourwtbUUfOfdaMl) | lOSSOTFCn^on.-OWItMfO { JarmortM%OnC0iJfi6n:0HIIU41S \ F>*tShipping*
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WWW.CLASSICGUTTERS.COM

90" Sections

Half Round

K-STYLEIT’S SIMPLE. JUST FITS INSIDE 
YOUR WINDOW FRAMES WITH 
NO MOUNTING BRACKETS.

j (p
COPPER, ALUMINUM & 

GALVALUME HALF ROUND GUTTERSJ.
Ship UP TO 26' nationally

PH 269 6 6 5 270 0 26 styles of cast fascia brackets 

fax 269.665.1234
indowwindows.com 503.822.3805

Roof mount options available
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ood floors are an old-house staple—

w but in the harsh environment of the
kitchen, wood will splinter, flake^
and warp when exposed repeatedly

to water. That’s why early Americans quickly learned
to seal wood floors with whatever was available,
from homemade paint to wax and tung oil. Similarly,
Victorian homeowners jumped at the chance to
install water-resistant materials like linoleum and
mosaic tile as soon as they became widely available
in the last quarter of the 19th century.

Alternatives to wood floors in the kitchen
are not only diverse but historically innovative,
ranging from some of the oldest materials (stone,
brick, and cork) to classics perfected more than
a century ago (linoleum) to the ever-evolving
wonder material of the first half of the 20th
century, vinyl composition tile. Whether
you choose a floor that could have
been in the house when it was
built, or something further
along in its history, you’ll be
in good company.
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The hardest-working surface 
in the house deserves good cover.

BY MARY ELLEN POLSON\



LIKOLEUM, CORK & VINYL >■
Invented in England in 1864 by Frederick Walton, linoleum recycled or natural materials like limestone.
began to catch on in the 1880s. The earliest cork floor All three resilients come in a range of colors and
tiles were installed later, around 1900, The predecessor textural patterns-marbleized. flecked, confetti, swirl
of vinyl tile was asphalt tile, first available as 9" x 9 making them ideal camouflage for wear and tear. They are
squares in the 1920s. also excellent mediums for creating custom floor designs.

Linoleum is still made using the original formula, which especially since all three are available as both tiles and
sheet goods (see page 76 for morel. While cork alwaysincludes cork and linseed oil. Cork, grown on the tree of

the same name, is almost wholly natural. Vinyl composition seems to maintain its essential character even when tinted.
tile IVCT) is typically made of polyvinyl chloride chips, in a linoleum and VCT have been mimicking each other in terms
blend that usually includes a hefty percentage (20 to 25) of of color, pattern, and use for nearly 100 years.

FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95.
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■ Best for: Queen Anne to
Art Deco houses

■ Colors: Earth and
primary colors; 1
marbelized, jaspe.
flecked, and other
patterns
Lifespan: More than 50
years with care

■ Maintenance: Clean,
buff, and seal with wax



STONE MOSAIC TILE ►
Mosaic tit& came on the scei^ in theNothing gives a kitchen a more timeless

quality than stone. The best flooring United States in'the 186.0s and remained
popular well into the 20th century. Moststones have a bit of texture and a
commonly seen in bathrooms, it's also aminimum of shine. They, too. can be
legitimate choice for kitchens. Choiceslaid in interesting patterns: squares of
range from classic 1'' hexagons and pennyalternating tones, sometimes accented
rounds (often with inlays or borders) towith small inlays of stone or art tile;
more sophisticated patterns such asrandom rectangular blocks that have
herringbone, double basketweave, andthe feel of a European farmhouse;
pentagon. Think of them as tile "rugs"or as field tile with borders and inlays
and you’ve got the idea.that rival the detail and beauty of the

mosaics of ancient Rome.
■ Best for: Queen Anne through

Colonial Revival houses■ Best for. Early American,
■ Co/ors: White, black, gray,Georgian, Neoclassical

plus color accents [hLueS;Revival houses
floral colors)■ Colors; Full spectrum of earth

■ Lifespan: More than 50 yearscolors (many bluish tints)
■ Lifespan: More than 100 years
■ Maintenance: Clean and buff;'

seal to prevent staining

Vinyl
■ Best for: Colonial Revival to

Mid-century Modern
■ Colors: Full spectrum, plus

patterns; commercial grades
are patterned throughout the tile

■ Lifespan: 10-30 years
■ Maintenance: Clean and buff;

seal with specialty sealers

Cork+ Although early vinyl 
tiles contained asbestos, 
they've been free of the 
hazardous material for 
decades; some types 
of VCTs are even eligible 
for LEED certification.

■ Sesf for: Queen Anne to Modern houses
■ Colors: Light buff to dark brown, 

primary colors, inlays, patterns
■ Lifespan: More than 50 years with care
■ Maintenance: Wax and buff; factory- 

sealed finish can be revived
with polyurethane

I
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BRICK
You can trace the use of brick in the kitchen
to colonial times, when locally made, hand-
molded pavers were typical in above-ground
basements or detached summer kitchens.
Brick is an unusual choice today, but at least
one company (Inglenook Tile, shown here) has
gotten around that with thin brick look-alike
tiles that express an early American feel.
Patterns include basketweave, running bond.



Historic
Pattern
Choices
It’s easy to create 
authentic patterns 
with tinoLeunn, cork, 
or VCT. Tile squares 
are easy for DIYers 
to work with, but if 
your design requires 
sheet goods, it's 
best to tap a pro 
for installation.

Inlay
Inset a 1" to 2" strip in a color 
that contrasts with the main 
field color around the perim
eter of the floor. For more
dimension, use a different 
pattern for the inlay, or a 
second border in a color that 
complements the first two. Or 
add architectural details like 
diamonds, a Greek key, or a 
Celtic knot into the inlay.

A linoleum inlay by Crogan Inlay 
Floors includes a deep border, 
a corner accent, and a secondary 
border that creates a three- 
dimensional effect.

oocxxxx lii

i'

Border
Edge walls and floor cabinets 
with a deep (6" to 12") border 
in a dark shade like charcoal to 
add drama to a plain, mottled, or 
checkerboard design. For extra 
punch, extend the border as a 
baseboard molding.

Plaid
Add a third color to a checker
board layout to create the 
impression of plaid or gingham. 
Begin with two contrasting 
colors, and choose a third shade 
that appears to be a blend of 
the two colors. For every group 
of four tiles, use the lightest 
and darkest tiles at opposite 
corners, and the "middle" shade 
in the other two.

£
Left: A checkerboard linoleum 
floor in a 1908 butler's pantry gets 
a decorative boost from a border. 
Above: Ready-made borders from 
Marmoleum make short work of 
adding interest to a linoleum floor.

i

Three colors create a plaid effect.
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r\ cMore on the iPad
f:

Create your own linoleum 
pattern in our digital edition.
oldhouseonline.com/ohjdigital

Checkerboard
Cut 12" X 12" tiles into the 
smaller sizes |4" x 4" or 9” x 
9") common in older kitchens. 
Set patterned tiles [like jaspel 
in a "quarter turn” design—all 
the light tiles in one direction 
and the darker or contrast
ing tiles turned 90 degrees in 
the other—for best effect. For 
more impact, use four comple
mentary colors.

A checkerboard linoleum floor 
warms up a bungalow kitchen.

3

Geometric
Especially popular in the 1920s and 
'30s, these highly graphic patterns 
mix elements of various shapes— 
primarily squares and rectangles in 
seemingly random arrangements— 
to create a floor with color and 
punch. You'll need to make a tem
plate of your design that cart inter
sect at multiple points throughout 
the floor, like a wallpaper repeat.

Basketweave
Alternate strips of contrasting colors (6" x 12", for 
example), set at 90 degrees to each other. [They 
will appear to be going over and under each other.) 
Fill the square gaps with a third color to finish the 
pattern. For a looser pattern, use 12“ tiles. On a 36" 
template, lay four tiles of the lightest color in each 
corner. Then lay three tiles in the next-lightest color 
in a vertical strip between the tiles. Finish the square 
with two tiles of the darkest color on either side of 
the medium-shaded tiles.

Accent
Cut accents in diamond, 
square, or other shapes into 
sheet linoleum or vinyl [or ar
range them between tiles] in 
a repeating pattern across the 
floor, as a centerpiece, or to 
add decoration to an inlay.
The same effect can be 
achieved with tile or stone.

Marmoleum tiles are laid on 
the diagonal and inset with tiny 
square accents.

A ziggurat pattern in two contrasting 
earth colors.

This DIY basketweave pattern uses Armstrong's Excelon 
12" vinyl composition tile.
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▼Ctrde 038 on Free Information Card ▼Circle 046 on Free Information Card

THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE
The Nation's leader in quality tongue-n-groove log siding & knotty pine paneling. 

Skyline Woods' finest of log home products are available at the 
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!

Call (800) 818-9971 • woodworkersshoppe.com

▼Circle 053 on Free Information Card ▼Circle 054 on Free Information Card

HANDCRAFTED SOLID WOOD DOORS
Add Beauty & Value To Your Entire Home!

Just Like The Olden Days...//

Shop Online I Request a Quote I Call for Catalog
VintageDoors.com - 1 (800) 787-2001
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TDesign
VINTAGE VISION

The Woman’s Book /1894
Victorian and Colonial Revival trends merge in a late 19th-century living room.

-I

Add throw pil
lows and a small 
area rug to help 
define a window 
seat as a distinct 
section within a 
larger room.

With its columns and floral 
swags, this mantel hints at 
the era’s burgeoning Colonial 
Revival; a reproduction with 
classical pilasters and egg- 
and-dart molding will do the 
same. Lindenwood mantel, 
from $2,946, whiteriver.com

Monochromatic 
wallpaper with 
a scrolling floral 
design is both 
subtle and sump
tuous. especially 
when the pattern 
is rendered with 
a metallic sheen. 
Montreal wallpa
per, $210 per roll, 
thibautdesign.com

Wrought iron andirons with 
fanciful twisted finials like 
these were popular around the 
turn of the century for Victo
rian and Arts & Crafts homes. 
Basket twist andirons, $500, 
irontable.com

Before the uni
versal adoption of 
electricity, oil-lit 
table lamps were 
de rigueur. You can 
still buy new ones 
from Aladdin, which 
has been making 
them for more than 
100 years. Lincoln 
Drape lamp, $299, 
aladdinlamps.com



TCircle 010 on Free information Card ▼Circle 025 on Free Information Card

“Preserving 
America’s 
Historic 

Properties & 
Their WindowsI'

CLIMATE
SEAL

r«

THE WORLD'S BEST THERMAL, ACOUSTIC. PRESERVATION WINDOW INSERTS

^-1

W: lI'

III

■ Mognetic interior storm window for maximum efficiency and easy removoi!
■ Helps maintain the integrity and improves the efficteicy of your existing windows.
■ 40-60% improved thermol efficiency,
■ Rapid poybock through energy cost savings.
■ Elimination of draffs and condensation.
■ Custom colors, shapes ond designs are the standard
■ 50-80% sound reduction from the exterior.
■ Filters harmful ultra-violet light to protect against 

sun damage and fading.
■ Exfenave dealer & installer network ovoilable 

or DIY approved.
At

rut

877.773.7379
sales@climateseal.com m www.cllmateseal.com

▼Circle 042 on Free information Card

ALL OF YOUR FAVORITES
always at your fingertips

IX.SkiNII.VTLK

wiiujiyH

CHECKOUTALL OF OUR 
INTERACTIVE MAGAZINES: 

OLD HOUSE JOURNAL.
DESIGN CENTER 

SOURCEBOOK, NEW OLD 
HOUSE. ARTS & CRAFTS 

HOMES. LOG HOME LIVING. 
COUNTRY'S BEST CABINS.

AND TIMBER HOME 
LIVING. FIND ALL OF OUR 

DIGITAL EDITIONS AT 
OLDHOUSEONLINE 

.C0M/DI6ITAL

r r
i

•

LiSi.' ■■
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Serial restorer Mary Ellen Poison is known 
for her discerning eye for period furnishings.Design

FAVORITE THINGS

Close to 
the Hearth

2

Put the finishing touch on your 
fireplace or give it an authentic 
makeover with these period 
finds. By Mary Ellen Poison

1. DIAMOND FRAME
Keep burning logs firmly in place with 
an elegant pair of brass and forged iron 
knife-blade andirons with a diamond- 
and-flame finial. $860. Ball & Ball, 
(800) 257-3711. ballandball.com

2. AROUND THE HEARTH
Hearth tiles for turn-of-the-20th- 
century fireplaces usually measured 
V/i X 3". These Victorian-style replicas 
come in dozens of glazes, including 
the mottled, multicolored ones shown 
here. $105 to $115 per square foot. 
L'Esperance Tile Works, (518) 884- 
2814, lesperancetileworks.com

3. VICTORIAN BREAK
Give new life to a Victorian fireplace 
surround with 6" x 6" diagonal tiles— 
a popular period treatment—in a 
traditional tricolored glaze. The 
central diagonal break separates 
two nature-inspired patterns. $45 
per tile. Derby Pottery & Tile, (5041 
586-9003, derbypottery.com

4. TOOLS WITH A TWIST
This hand-forged, wall-hung tool set 
(which includes a hand-tied broom) would 
look equally at home beside a walk-in 
colonial fireplace or graceful Colonial 
Revival mantel. Historic Housefitters,
(800) 247-4111, historichousefitters.com

5

5. ADIRONDACK BLUES
A colorful accoutrement for an Arts 
& Crafts or rustic fireplace, the Tall 
Pines folding screen features a stand 
of trees silhouetted against blue 
and green art glass. $2,525. Meyda 
Tiffany, (800) 222-4009, meyda.com
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TCircle 013 on Free Information Card ▼Circle 016 on Free Information Card

▼Circle 003 on Free Information Card
▼Circle 037 on Free Information Card
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UVIIKII-''.Fireplace i 

Cleaner
■MmraaniiaBno 1

ABR’s WATERLESS Fireplace Cleaner is a temporary 
cleaning coating designed to remove dirt, soot, and 
contaminants, trapping them vi/ithin the coating for 
easy collection and disposal. This removable mask 
requires NO WATER in its application or removal.

Applies like a thick paint - Allow to dry - Peel dirt and coating off

i..800-346-7532 www.abrp.com

American Building Restoration Products, Inc.
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Design
IKEY DETAIL
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Inlaid Flooring E:

m-MJif

Artisan-inlaid wood floors 
became popular in France 
during the Renaissance, thanks 
to installations by nobility. Soon 
they were a mark of good taste 
everywhere, as expressed in New 
York’s 1883 Osborne Building.

1
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PARQUETRY
Geometric, straight-lined 
patterns called parquetry 
became increasingly 
common. This pattern 
of squares is called 
Chantilly, after the city 
in which it was first 
installed.

I

If"

GRAINS & STAINS
Wood often was cut to 
showcase the grain, with 
alternating grain patterns 
abutting to highlight 
patterns. Stains were 
strategically used to 
accentuate designs for 
maximum impact.

ll

■r'

BORDERS
Floors often bore 
decorative borders to 
further demarcate formal 
spaces. Here, a double 
border-contrasting lines 
inset with a Chantilly 
runner-announcesa 
visitor's entry to the parlor.
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V
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▼Circle 036 on Free Information Card

Preserwion 
Products, inc.
Protectinjt America’s heritage, 
one tandmarlc at a time.

▼Circle 041 on Free Information Card

www.shuttercraft.combb:
Acrymax* Coatings are dependable, 

durable, high performance coatings. They 
offer proven solutions for protecting 

and weatherproofing buildings of all types.

BBS Beautiful quality red cedar mortise & tenon 
wood shutters in all types & sizes... 

Hardware - Endless Cutouts - Full Painting
Shipped Nationwide!

Made 
S in USA

uttercraft \
QIJAI.I'I Y VVOC)l> SJ IlITTKk.S

INTERIOR &. EXTERIOR
.Metal Roof Resforatioii 

Recover Low-slope Roofs 
Masonry Wall Coatings 

Protective Coatings

£ST. 1986

Family owned 
over 25 years

^ ^ ^ M

Call (203) 245-2608 
Madison, CT

1-800-553-0523
www.preservationproducts.com

▼Circle 018 on Free Information Card

fro/^ Any JobI I
pa a-.

Cuslom-Made Window Shadeis Use Durham's Rock Hard Water Putty to fill cracks and holes, 
rebuild missing material, and mold new objects, it permanently 
adheres In wood, plaster, and tile witiiout shrinking.
Vbu can then saw, chisel, sand, polish, and color It. i 

The go-to solution of demanding craftsmen 
for more than 75 years. AvailaWe from hardware, 
lumber, building material, and paint dealers 
everywhere, waterputty.com 
Donald Durham Co.
Box 804-HJ, Des Moines. lA 50304

a.A ,‘ 4 *\ .
-•V i' 4 i

Our specially is manulacluring auilienlic 
Victorian window shades with a variety 

oi materials and styles.

I ■»/

*OCRfJ
fli

914 Ceniral Avenue | Alameda, CA 945011 877-522-06^
www.stiadestiop.coni

▼Circle 031 on Free Information Card

RADIATOR
ENCLOSUR

Sell your period-authentic products direct to our readersFactory 
Direct 8 Save! Join these Storefronts.

sign up for a Storefront on REX and add your products to a growing selection 
of unique and period-authentic products at the best prices found anywhere online.
For more information, please contact:

Julia Hite
REX Sales Executive
(912) 201-3626 
jiite@rexbiltaKTi

Many Styles & Colors
Baked Enamel Finish Robin Habberiey

REX Sales Director 
(703) 831-6588 
rhabberley#rexbilC.co(n

Peter H. Miller
VP General Manager, 
Home Group 
(202)339-0744, Ext 104 
pmnier@aimmed ia.com

Send$1 iwBradwe.
BefuniiaUe wHti Orda 
160 Ainnount Read, Dept OHJ,

MnNARHH MahwaliNJ 07430 201-626-5716 www.rexbilt.com
www.monarctirad.com

85



T>esign
THEY STILL MAKE...

LACE CURTAINS
Delicate yet enduring, lace 
has made a fashionable 

statement on high-end clothing 
since at least the i6th century, 
when the handmade and dearly 
expensive openwork was a highly 
prized accessory. It wasn't until 
machine-made lace arrived in the 
early i8oos—and became perfected 
and commonplace around 1870— 
that lace panels became ubiquitous 
in Victorian windows (especially in 
parlors) as a way to express good 
taste. Today, many historic lace 
patterns are available once more, 
their designs rooted in Victorian, 
Arts & Crafts, Colonial Revival, 
and Art Deco styles, and theii' 
patterns jjerfected by modera 
computers and technology. 
Neo-Grec lace panel from 
Cooper Lace, cooperlace.com
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TCircie 027 on Free Information Card

Have The Best Of Both Worlds! • Easy to apply
• Environmentally safe 

Non-toxic and odor free
« Long wearing
• “Won t fade

II
Chemically eafe Historic Ihiints since 1974

Organic Milk Paint 
Especially for Walls

To be Installed ^ Adheres to previously 
painsd walls artd 

^ new wall surfaces 
4f 20 Standard colors 

I that can be mixed for
100’s color options

Installed I m

Save Your Historic \\^mdows 
High-Tech Interior Storm Windows
10 hi'ylotl i lOSeanuls hi / lOSeanuh On
Innerglass-

ttnill
View cofor samples & more information on our 
IQ Facebook page or at www.milkpaintcom 

Please contact us for free SafePaint^ samples.
(866) 350-MILK (6455)

436 Main St., Groton, MA 01450

SC

If inilou' Systems, l.LC 
idsanij..

stormuindoyvs.com • 800.743.6207
SafePamtIhcCump

▼Circle 004 on Free Information Card

We Can Solve Your Paint Removal Problems
The PaintShaver® Pro 
will strip 1 square foot 
of lead or regular paint 

from clapboards, shingles, 
or any flat surface 

in 20 seconds 
while collecting 

the debris into any vacuum.

/7

n

"Dust-Free” 
Paint Stripping 

and Sanding Tools1-800-932-5872
www.paintshaver.com

>T|T Anerican tntemaSonal Tool 
Cranston, Rl USA

OldihasA
Our new website is an education!

presents

Concept Additions
This dynamic, interactive site offers users:

» EXTERIOR RENDERINGS 
u PHOTO-REALISTIC ROOM VIEWS 
» ARTICLE DOWNLOADS 
»INFORMATIVE VIDEOS 
» BONUS SLIDESHOWS 
» SPECIFIC PRODUCTS 
» RESOURCES & LINKS

In conjunction with the 40th anniversary of Old House Journal. weVe launched a virtual design site; OHJ Concept Additions, The editors 
have partnered with respected architects to showcase additions to basic house forms, their styles running from Federal to bungalow.

OHJADDITIONS.COM
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Free Information Guide
For FREE information on old-house products and services, mail in or fax the attached card, or visit www.oldhousejournal.com/llt 

Simply check a category on the attached card to receive free information on all the products in that category, or circle the corresponding
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FLOORING SHOWCASE ADVERTISEMENT

Coloniatplankfloors.com
We Create Floors with Passion!

Our hand crafted plank floors are characterized 
by solid hardwood planks up to 13 feet long with 
amazing texture and beautiful hand rubbed fin

ishes. Great choice for traditional American style.
215-997-3390; www.colonialplankfloors.com

Circle Otl on Free Information Card

Authentic Wood Floors
Specialty company focuses on long-length 
and widewidth antique or reclaimed wood 

flooring in heart pine, oak, chestnut, and more, 
including large timbers. 800-765-3966; 

www.authenticwoodfloors.com 
Circle 008 on Free Information Card

Carlson’s Barnwood Company
Reclaimed antique flooring in oak, pine, and 
other species. Barnwood planks and beams. 
800-734-5824; www.carlsonsbarnwood.com 

Circte 064 on Free Information Card

Craftsman Lumber
Providing custom-milled, wide-plank 

flooring, paneling, and wainscot to architects, 
contractors and homeowners since 1974. 
Eastern white pine up to 26" wide, native 

hardwoods and reclaimed lumber. 
978-448-5621; www.craftsmanlumber.com

Circle 015 on Free Information Card

Conklin’s Authentic Barnwood
Create a sense of warmth and elegant 

tradition in any room with recycled products from 
Conklin's. From flooring to beams, let Conklin's 

help you turn your dreams into reality. 
570-465-3832; www.conklinsbarnwood.com 

Circle 062 on Free Information Card

Forbo Flooring
Marmoleum Modular is a 100% biobased naturally 
sustainable linoleum tile collection comprised of 
44 beautiful colors and 3 coordinated sizes to mix 

and match for endless design possibilities. 
800-842-7839; www.forboflooringna.com 

Circle 019 on Free Information Card

Globus Cork inc.
Globus Cork manufactures colored cork products 

for flooring, walls and ceilings. Specializing in 
vibrant colors and extensive tile sizes, all products 
are made to order. Our cork tiles are made from 

the post-industrial waste cork from wine stoppers 
and are 100% cork.

718-742-7264; www.CorkFloor.com
Circle 022 on Free Information Card

Heritage Tile
Heritage Tile is dedicated to preserving 

our uniquely American tile heritage with our 
collection of historically authentic subway tile, 

trim, mouldings, ceramic accessories and 
made-to-order mosaics. 

888-387-3280; vww.heritagetile.com
Circle 042 on Free Information Card

Goodwin Company
Award-Winning, antique River-Recovered® wood 
flooring. Several species, including 200-year-old 
Heart Pine and Heart Cypress, Designed and pre
served by nature, carefully recovered and expertly 

refined. You deserve only the best! 
800-336-3118; vww.heartpine.com

Circle 023 on Free Information Card
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Allied Window, Inc.
The Culbertson Mansion cried out for "invisible 
storm windows"-with bent glass for the Queen 
Anne turret windows. Allied Window answered 

the call. Interior or exterior applications, custom 
colors, special shapes, and special glazing are 
all routine. Our abilities meet the needs of the 

professional in the field or the homeowner-for the 
conventional to the extraordinary. 

80D-445-5411; www.invisiblestorms.com
Circle 002 on Free Information Card

Historic Flooring, LLC
Specializing in wide plank flooring, paneling, 

hand-crafted furniture, and sliding barn doors 
produced from old growth and reclaimed antique 
barn wood. Each project is custom created to your 
specifications... call today and share your ideas! 
We are always in the mood to talk about wood!

855.676.4220; www.Hi5toncFlooring.com

Oshkosh Designs
Oshkosh Designs specializes in parquet flooring 

to make your dream space a reality. Our abundant 
selection of historic to contemporary designs will 
preserve your home's era, but in a renewed way. 

877.582.9977; www.oshkoshdesigns.com
Cirete 034 on Free Information Card

American Building 
Restoration Products, Inc.

ABR WATERLESS Fireplace Cleaner^M 
is a temporary cleaning coating designed to 

remove soot, dirt and grime from your 
fireplace. Apply, let it dry and peel the dirt away 
The creamy, opaque color allows for an even and 
"easy to see" application. May be used on interior 
and exterior surfaces, and requires NO WATER in 

its application or removal. 
800-346-7532; www.abrp.com

Circle 003 on Free Information Card

Sylvan Brandt
We've been supplying antique flooring since 1960. 
Our flooring is either reclaimed from old houses 
or is sawn from vintage beams, and captures the 

natural beauty and patina from wood that may 
have been demolished. 

717-626-4520; wvAv.sylvanbrandt.com
Circle 044 on Free Information Card

Sheldon Slate Products
Mining and manufacturing of slate products. 

Sinks, counters, floor tile, roofing, and monu
ments. Business from earth to finished 

product. Custom work a specialty. 
207-997-3615; www.sheldonslate.com

Circle D40 on Free Information Card

Tile Source
Tile Source specializes in Victorian geometric 

and encaustic floor tile, traditional and 
contemporary English wall tiles perfect for 

town or country living. 
843-681-4034; www.tile-source.com

Circle 047 on Free Information Card

What It's Worth
Operating in Tennessee now, between Nashville 

and Chattanooga. Producing our wide plank rough 
sawn long leaf "OLD REVEAL." Our best since 
1979. We are reputable and priced right. Our 

flooring is beautiful and What It's Worth! 
512-328-8837; www.wiwpine.com

Cirde 057 on Free Information Card

American Restoration Tile
American Restoration Tile is a custom ceramic tile 
manufacturing company We specialize in repro

ducing the tiles of the past to facilitate restoration 
of historically significant buildings and residences. 

Visit our website for more information.
501 -455-1000; www.restorationlile.com

Circle 005 on Free Information Card
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PROlUCT SytWCASE ADVERTISEMENT

•n F‘
The Antique Drapet7 Rod Co.^^

The above Mission Bracket was copied from an 
antique Spanish window bracket made from a 
Crusades inspired cross. The complementary 
Country French hook original was found at the 

San Ouen antique market in Paris. The 
bottom rod is 5/8" single twist with the Hand 

Forged Curl finials and hand forged Iron Rings. 
214-653-1733; www.antiquedraperyrod.com

Circle 007 on Free Information Card

Bendheim
Bendheim Crown Bullion Glass 

This precious mouth-blown decorative 
glass features the characteristic subtle 
concentric rings and bulls-eye center of 

authentic antique crown glass. Available for 
online purchase in three square sizes.

800-221-7379, Opt. 3; 
www.restorationglass.com
Circle 059 on Free Information Card

Bucks County Soapstone
Soapstone is a simple contributor to its 

environment never dominating the scene. 
This slant front hand-built sink is 

accessorized with our recessed and runnels 
combination drainboard.

215-249-8181; www.BCSoapstone.com

Classic Gutter Systems, LLC
Classic Gutter Systems. LLC offers a 

complete half round gutter system in copper, 
aluminum and Galvalume including an 

extensive selection of cast fascia and down
spout brackets and unique accessories. 

Ask us about our new custom radius gutter 
in half round and K-Style options. 

269-665-2700; www.classicgutters.com
Circle 009 on Free Information Card

The Color People
EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR 

For 30 years we have been making people's 
dreams come true all over America with our 
famous mail order service. We create color 

schemes for every style and era of buildings, 
residential and commercial. 

303-308-0220; www.colorpeople.com
Circle 045 on Free information Card

Climate Seal
For nearly 30 years the Climate Seal™ storm 

window system has built a reputation for being 
the most effective and versatile storm window 

system on the market. 
877-773-7379; www.climateseal.com 

Circle 010 on Free Information Card

Coppa Woodworking, Inc.
Coppa Woodworking Inc., manufactures high 

quality wood screen and storm doors. With more 
than 300 styles of doors, various types of woods 
and finishes and made in any size, we're sure 

to have the perfect door for you. Arch tops, dog 
doors, wood window screens and storm windows 

are also available.
310-548-4142; www.coppawoodworking.com 

Circle 013 on Free Information Card

ConServ Epoxy LLC
W300 Flexible Epoxy Patch 

A 1:1 epoxy paste for wood that spreads smooth 
and is flexible yet firm enough to recreate 

damaged trim and framing. Easily tooled and 
sanded, takes fasteners, paint, and solid stain. 

More products at www.conservepoxy.com 
203-484-4123

Circle 012 on Free Information Card

Crown City Hardware
We've added new traditional design knob and 
escutcheon sets to our collection. Affordable, 

high quality sets that are a fantastic value. 
www.restoration.com

Circle 016 on Free Information Card
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Durham’s Rock Hard Water Putty
Repair wood and plaster with Durham’s Rock Hard 
Water Putty. It can be sawed, chiseled, polished, 
colored, and molded, Durham’s sticks, stays put, 
and will not shrink. Fill cracks, crevices, joints, 

knotholes, and nail holes. 
515-243-0491; www.waterputty.com

Elmira Stove Works
Vintage-styled Northstar appliances from Elmira 
Stove Works are available in gas, electric or dual 
fuel; nine colors... ranges, fridges, microwaves, 

hoods, dishwashers. Also available in 1890s 
antique styles. As shown $4,495 MSRP. 

800-295-8498; www.elmirastoveworks.com

Crown Point Cabinetry
Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the finest 

quality custom cabinetry for your entire home. 
Period styles include Shaker, Arts & Crafts. 
Early American. Victorian, Transitional and 
Contemporary. Available direct nationwide. 

800-999-4994; www.crown-point.com Circle 018 on Free Information Card
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Fires of Tradition
Classic iron fireplaces and mantels that can be 

installed anywhere in your home- including bed
room- without the need for chimneys nor fuel 

lines. We specialize in designs that maintain the 
traditional integrity of the hearth, but incorpo

rate an innovative burner design that is safe and 
exceptionally realistic in appearance. 

519-770-0063; www.firesoftradition.com
Circle 065 or Free Information Card

Franmar Chemical
Imagine stripping the finish off of the kitchen 

cupboards while the family is eating in the same 
room. No problem with the all-natural Soy-Gel®, 
the paint and urethane remover made from soy
beans. No odor, environmentally safe, and can 

remove multiple layers with only one application.
800-538-5069; www.franmar.com

Circle 020 on Free Information Card

Garbers Crafted Lighting 
Country/Primitive Ceiling Fans

Tinware, chandeliers, sconces, flush mounts, 
kitchen island, and lots more to make your 

country home complete. Direct from crafter. 
DeptOHJ 5/14 
866-856-2317;

www.garbers-craftedlighting.com 
Circle 021 on Free Information Card
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House of Antique Hardware
Discover exquisite Victorian chandeliers, as well 
as lighting from Colonial to mid-century modern. 
Period-style push-button switches, switch plates, 
and hardware for every room in your house. Call 
their friendly hardware specialists for help with 

your selection.
888-223-2545; vww.HOAH.biz

The Homestead Partners
House plans so good, the neighbors will 

think you’re rich. Large and small. Colonial 
to Contemporary, and not one looks like an 

assembly-line builder house. 
(Snowman not available in all areas.) 

vww.TheHomesteadPartners.com

Historic Housefitters Co.
Authentic, hand-forged hardware, made in USA: 
iron thumblalches, mortise lock sets. H and HL 
hinges, strap hinges, hearth cooking tools, pot 
racks, fireplace equipment, hooks, towel bars, 
cabinet pulls and custom iron work. Brass and 

glass door knobs and lever sets. 
800-247-4111: wvw.historichousefitters.com Circle B25 on Free Information CardCircle 039 on Free Information Card
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Innerglass Window Systems
Custom glass interior storm windows 1or energy 

conservation and soundproofing. An interior 
storm that outperforms almost any replacement.

yet maintains the integrity and beauty of your 
historic house. Invisible from the outside. Perfect 

for screened porches, too. 
800-743-6207; www.stormwindows.com

Circle 027 on Free Information Card

Lanternland
Copper Lanterns & Outdoor Lighting

Handcrafted copper lanterns and outdoor 
lighting made in USA. Easy online ordering with 
clear up-front pricing, free shipping, choice of 

finishes and glass and lifetime warranty. 
Custom orders welcome.

Indow window inserts
Preserve historic character and stay warm with 

window inserts. Save energy, hush outside noise 
and be comfortable year-round. Simple, elegant 

and easy to install and remove- 
503-822-3805; www.indowwindows.com

Circle 026 on Free Informalion Card
855-454-5200; www.lanternland.com

Circle 028 on Free Information Card

Master Of Plaster Finishing Systems, Inc.
Hand crafting historically authentic slaked- 

lime plasters, we specialize in Historic Plaster 
Preservation. Our line of Restoration Plasters are 

used extensively throughout the States to save 
and preserve beautiful plaster interiors. 

803.403.5252 vww.plasteri.wordpress.com
Circle 030 on Free Infotmation Card

LeFort Fine Furniture
Designers and makers of made-to-order and 

high-quality custom fine furniture. Each piece is 
designed and crafted in our New England studio to 
exacting standards by master cabinetmakers using 

time-honored techniques. 
888-524-4907; www.LeFortFurniture.com

Circle 029 on Free information Card

Mon-Ray, Inc.
For more than 65 years, Mon-Ray, Inc. has been 
the leader in high performance storm windows 
for historic projects to conserve energy, reduce 

noise and retain original appearances. 
800-544-3646; www.monray.com 

Circle 061 on Free Information Card

Pro Wood Market
US Made Cedar Architectural Accents 

Brackets. Braces. Corbels, Rafter Tails, Porch 
and Gable Brackets. Screen Doors, Shutters, 
Post Caps Mantels and more. We do custom 

work. Shipped nationwide.
Ishown here, Wooden Bracket and Corbel) 
800-915-5110; wvw.prowoodmarket.com

Circle 037 on Free Information Card

Old House Guy Virtual Design Services
Virtual restorations, makeovers, and paint colors 
by e-mail. See a photo of your completed project 
to show your builder, to ensure you get what you 

want. Visit us online to learn more. 
wvw.OldHouseGuy.com

OverBoards
OverBoards offers heavy-duty, solid extruded 
aluminum covers for baseboard heat units. 

They're made to complement your home's classic 
architectural details.

800-836-0121; wvw.go-overboard.com 
Circle 001 on Free Information CardCircle 032 on Free Information Card
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Stickley
2014 Collector Edition

Inspired by a Gustav Stickley design, this limited 
edition book stand features "tree of life" carving 

on two sides. Available in solid oak or cherry, this 
special piece will be built only in 2014.

On sale for $999. Visit Stickley.com.

The Roycroft Inn
Experience Arts & Crafts history at The Roycroft Inn. 
A meticulously restored national historic landmark 

providing the utmost in style, comfort and luxury 
with 28 guest suites and exceptional restaurant. 

877-652-5552; www.roycroftinn.com 
Circle 060 on Free Information Card

PW Vintage Lighting
Inspired by early 20th-century industrial 

functionality, both the height and width of this 
handcrafted fixture is adjustable and is offered with 

several other shade styles. 
866-561-3185; pwvintagelighting.com

Circle 063 on Free Information Card

Unico Inc.
By utilizing The Unico System heating and air 

conditioning system in your renovation 
project, you’ll get the benefit of energy 

efficiency with our new iSeries equipment air 
handler, yet not have to compromise space or 

the historic integrity of the home because of our 
small ductwork and color matched outlets. 

800-527-0896; www.unicosystem.com
Circle 049 on Free Information Card

Vermont Soapstone
Since the 1850s, Vermont Soapstone has been 
crafting the finest architectural soapstone fix
tures and home accents. Durable and timeless, 
soapstone never stains, non-porous and won’t 

retain bacteria from meat and fish. Custom sinks 
and counter tops. Installation available. 

802-263-5404; www.vermontsoapstone.com
Circle Q50 on Free Information Card

Vermont Verde Antique
Quarried in Vermont. The world's finest serpen
tine stone is acid and stain resistant, hard, dura

ble, and low maintenance. An excellent choice 
for countertops, shower enclosures, fireplace 

surrounds, and floors. 
802-767-4421; www.vtverde.com

CirclE 051 on Free Information Card

Wall Words
Decorate with Wall Words & Wall Art 

Easy-to-app(y rub-on transfers for walls and 
mirrors! Full Trees, animals of all sorts, logos 

and monograms. Preview your phrase, check the 
lengths, colors & fonts before buying 

at wallwords.com FREE Standard Shipping 
online, enter 32614 

888-422-6685; www.wallwords.com
Circle 058 on Free information Card

Ward Clapboard Mill
Authentically produced. 100-percent vertical- 

grain, early American spruce and pine clapboards. 
Their mills in Maine and Vermont continue to 
manufacture quality logs into quarter-sawn 

clapboards with the same methods workers used 
more than a hundred years ago. 

802-496-3581; wardclapboard.com
Circle 054 on Free Information Card

Vintage Doors
Handcrafted solid wood doors that are made-to- 
order and built to last. Full line of screen/storm 
doors, porch panels, exterior and interior doors, 

Dutch. French, louver and more. Make your home 
stand out from the rest! 

800-787-2001: www.vintagedoors.com
Circle 053 on Free Information Card
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T^sourcesADVERTISEMENT

OLD AND NEW, PAGES 
Wallpaper
Morris & Co. by Sanderson
wiUiam-morris.co.uk

Craftsman Lumber Company 
craftsmanlumber.com 
Goodwin Heart Pine heartpine.com 
Historic Floor Co. historicfloorco.com 
Historic Flooring historicflooring.com 
Sylvan Brandt sylvanbrandt.com 
Vermont Plank Flooring 
vermontplankflooring.com 
What It’s Worth Inc. wiwpine.com

Engineered Flooring 
Armstrong armstrong.com 
Bruce Hardwood Floors bruce.com 
Mannington mannington.com 
Mohawk mohawkflooring.com 
Shaw shaw.com

Parquet & inlays 
Oshkosh Floor Design
oshkoshdesigns.com

Antiques
Treadway Toomey Auctions
treadwaygallery.com

Contemporary Furniture 
Sawbridge Studios sawbridge.com

Related Resources 
Furnishings
Antique Drapery Rod Company
antiquedraperyrod.com
Stickley stickley.com
The Persian Carpet persiancarpet.com

Wallpaper
Bradbury & Bradbury bradbury.com 
Trustworth Studios trustworth.com

HVAC Systems 
Unico unicosystem.com

Western Spindle
Specializing in custom and reproduction porch 
rail, spindles (balusters), and other millwork, 

especially for Victorian-style architecture. 
Available in premium exterior wood or high 

density polyurethane. 
888-459-9965; www.westernspindle.com 

Circle D55 on Free Information Card

FLOOR IT, PAGE 70 
Cork
Expanko expanko.com 
Globus Cork corkfloor.com

VICTORIAN IMMERSION, PAGE 22 
Wallpaper
Sherwin-Williams sherwin- 
williams.com

Linoleum & VCT 
Armstrong armstrong.com 
Crogan Inlay Floors inlayfloors.com 
Forbo themarmoleumstore.com 
Westling Design westlingdesign.com

Tile
American Restoration Tile 
restorationtile.com 
Original Style originalstyle.com 
Subway Ceramics subwayceramics.com 
Tile Source tile-source.com

Brick
Inglenook Tile inglenooktile.com

Stone
Bucks County Soapstone
bc5oapstone.com
Green Mountain Soapstone
greenmountainsoapstone.com
Sheldon Slate sheldonslate.com
Vermont Soapstone
vermontsoapstone.com

Related Resources 
Exterior Millwork
Pro Wood Market prowoodmarket.com 
Ward Clapboard Mill 
wardclapboard.com 
Western Spindle westernspindle.com

Lighting
PW Vintage Lighting
pwvintagelighting.com
Victorian Lighting Works vLworks.com

The Woodworkers Shoppe
The Nation's leader in quality tongue-n-groove log 
siding & knotty pine paneling. Skyline Wood's finest 

of log home products are available at the 
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan.

We Ship Nationwide!
800-818-9971; woodworkersshoppe.com

Circle 046 on Free Information Card

GREAT GRAINS, PAGE 46 
Hardwood Flooring 
Armstrong armstrong.com 
Authentic Wood Floors 
authenticwoodfLoors.com 
Carlisle Wide Plank Flooring 
carlisle.com 
Carlson’s Barnwood Co. 
carlsonsbarnwood.com 
Colonial Plank Floors 
colonialplanktLoors.com 
Conklin's Authentic Barnwood 
conklinsbarnwood.com

Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company 
The Perfect Cover-Upl

The Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company provides the 
finest custom-built cabinets in the country, turning 
eyesores into elegant and functional furniture. We 
offer durable, elegant and affordable radiator and 
baseboard covers. PTAC, fan coil covers and book

cases from classic to contemporary. Just push them 
in place for an elegant cabinet or window seat.
800-817-9110; woodenradiatorcabinet.com

Circle 056 on Free Infoimation Card

cMore Online

For a full List of related sources, 
please visit oldhouseonline.com/ 
december2014resources.
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%emuddling

^^ When do the 
bandages come off? %%
-Cindy SafianMusselman ^ ^

DON’T
Choose vinyl siding. Even if you

don’t completely cover your windows
with the stuff (something else we’d 

advise against, by the way], few things 
immediately ruin the character of a 

historic home like vinyl siding. If you're 
not willing to shoulder the upkeep of 
brick or wood, fiber-cement siding
is a much more authentic-looking, 

maintenance-free alternative.

Preserve exterior metal. 
While the bay windows on this 

condemned neighboring building 
remain intact, their condition isn’t 
exactly stellar. If your house has 
exterior metal, help prevent it 

from rusting by painting it with a 
rust-inhibiting primer and 
good-quality metal paint.

THE BAY WINDOW—a three-sided structure that projects slightly 
from the facade—came into vogue on American houses during the 
Gothic Revival as a throwback to the medieval castles of Europe. 
Found on several styles of Victorian-era buildings, bay windows 
add space and exterior interest while ushering a considerable 
amount of light into interiors. So if you'd rather shy away from 
the sun’s rays, this is one architectural feature you might want 
to avoid at all costs.

TWO WAYS TO WIN! If you spot a classic example of remuddling, submit it at oldhouseonline.com/remuddUng. We’ll give you $100 if your 
photos are published. If you want to see your witty words on this page, enter our monthly caption contest at facebook.com/oldhousejournal
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Kuntal Family
of Heating Products

Runtal offers an array

of radiator designs

for hot water, steam and

electric heating systems.

Hot Water (Hydronic)

Electric

Art of 
Radiators

Steam

niivtdl ^RADIATORS MA01835(Haverhiti)
■MIBW..W1 :el; 800-526-2621

For more information or a dealer near you, please call 1-800-526-2621 
or visit us online at: www.runtainorthamerica.cDm.

Circle 066 on Free Information Card
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1us. Design Patent #US D631,266 S

Custom. Period. CRCWNDOINT
CABINETRYDesigned. Delivered. Direct.

Fine Quality Custom Cabinetry 
Handcrafted For Your Entire Home800-999-4994 • www.crown-point.com 

462 River Road • Claremont, NH 03743


