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The new degree of comfort!TM

CONTINUOUS j:.

COMFORTENOUGH HOT WATER FOR ALL YOUR DAILY ADVE

THE NEW RHEEM® PRESTIGE^ SERIES 
TANKLESS GAS WATER HEATERS

ENJOY CONTINUOUS HOT WATER
Load the laundry, start the dishes, and still have enough
Itot water to enjoy a relaxing hot bath, all at the same time

MORE WAYS TO SAVESAVES WATER
Exclusive Water Savings Setting can save up to 
1.100 gallons of water per year' by decreasing the flow 
through the pipes until the water reaches the heater’s 
set temperature

rGet up to $300 back with Federal Tax Credits^—plus 
added savings with local tax credits and utility rebates

SAVES ON ENERGY COSTS
Estimated lifetime savings of over $1,100 with Rheem'^' Prestige - 
Series Condensing Tankless Gas Water Heaters'

SAVES MONEY AND TIME ON INSTALLATION 
Rheem Tankless models are compatible with the standard 
■gas line" making it as easy to replace as a traditional tank
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Visit RheemTankless.com/MoreHotWater
to learn more, or ask your local independent Rheem contractor. ' '■ ir,t > i/at/on andaMity
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From baseboards to wall panels
to elegant curves and
towel radiators, Runtal
manufactures the perfect
welded steel radiators for
hot water (hydronic), electric
and steam heating systems.

RADIATORS For more information or a dealer near you, please call 1-800-526-2621
CSBSdyZ^SS or visit US online at; www.runtalnorthamerica.com



This classic home 
has central air

yours
As the innovator of small-duct central air 
distribution systems, SpacePak delivers 
uniform, year-round comfort, with fewer 
of the challenges common to other central 
heating and air-conditioning systems.

No major renovations. No loss of usable 
floor space. No high energy bills. No 
unsightly components or visible ductwork.

SpacePak...the quiet, comfortable, virtually 
invisible total home comfort solution no
matter the structure.
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To see what you've been missing, contact SpacePak 
at (800) 465-8558 or wwv'v.spacepak.com.
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Furniture that fits.

CROmipOlNTThe cabinetry of choice. 
Preferred by discerning homeowners 

for over 55 years.
CABINETRY

Fine Quality Custom Cabinetry 
Handcrafted For Your Entire Home

800-999-4994 • www.crown-point.com



Choose Vintage Doors
TA)hen loe bmM^, ketime uv huiiding foneimt...

Our talented craftsmen pride themselves in crafting the finest doors and millwork — just for you — to be 
treasured now and for future generations. With a wide array of furniture-grade wood choices, endless 

design options, custom shapes and sizes, and specialty (energy efficient) glass options, you're bound to find 
something that suits your exact needs and dreams. Call for a free catalog and browse our website.

Let our specialists help you today—our door is always open.

VintageDoors.com // 1 (800) 787-2001 // info@vinlagedoors.com



SHOW
YOUR

TRUE

COLORS.
InfiniteColor, our new
Custom Paint Program,
can match most paint
colors, allowing true
personalization to
any Stickley piece,

SINCE 1900

Fartiify wvned, and lilibe USA for overiQ^ears
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Franmar’s BLUE BEAR™ products are the safe and 
smart solutions for your home renovation needs. Our 
Paint & Urethane Stripper is safe enough to use 
without the need for gioves and masks and removes 
multiple layers of paint in one application. Cleaner & 
Degreaser is a great alternative to using TSP. Safely 
and quickly clean tile, grout, and remove scale with 
Muriatic Acid Replacement. These safe products and 
many more like them are ready to help with all your
home renovation projects!

Muriatic Acid

BLUE
beau

Cleaner & Degreaser
Concentrate
Replaces TSP

Paint & urethane

?T»li

Call US today! 800.538.5069
Or visit us online; www.franmar.com ^ Fran marFind a dealer near you: www.franmar.com/find-distributor
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!Prom the "Editor

SIDE
NOTESLEFT TO RIGHT "The coaU

fired tube boiler is here.
dormant. We left the
original laundry set-up
in the basement. Eleven SPINE CONTEST

When you line up your 
2016 OHJ issues on a 
shelf, a house is built! 
Want it to be your 
house in 2017? Take 
a photo of its exte­
rior and tag it with 
#OHJSpineDesign 
for a chance to win 
a line drawing by 
Rob Leanna—and 
your house on the 
issue spines. Entries 
must be submitted 
on Facebook, Twitter, 
or Instagram by 12 
p.m. ET on October 
10, 2016. Our jury will 
pick the house to 
be featured.

steam radiators arrived
by rail in 1867; eight were
enclosed in ornamental
cast iron topped with
marble. They still hiss."

Upstairs, downstairs 
& photos we don’t print
Museum houses offer the occasional nooks-and-crannies or behind-the-scenes tour—three hours, 
at least. The general public walks through in 45 minutes to ooh and aah over four-post beds and 
the parlor view of the garden. Aficionados (old-house geeks) who pay extra are led to the boiler 
room and attic, and to watch plaster consolidation in progress.

In its early days as a self-help restoration newsletter, OHJ spent a lot of ink on “before” pictures. 
For pages on end, we illustrated different types of settlement cracks. OHJ was a means to an end: 
the rehabilitation of the house, still standing and with a tight roof. When I toured houses in those 
days, sometimes I had to w’ear a mask.

OHJ as a magazine has kept the DIY grit but also relied on aspirational 
photos that show the “after” views. So in this issue, we see an 1870s 
Tuscan Villa-style Italianate, designated a mansion in rural Vermont, 
now restored and redecorated (p. 14). You can tell these owners are 
hardcore, though. For a rear deck, they salvaged balusters from a bank 
and then made the built-up newels and finials. They created a compat­
ible kitchen, designed the exterior color scheme, and laid a walkway. Ron 
papered a ceiling, then went up in his bucket truck to trim locust limbs 
for a better view of the church steeple from the yard.

And, no surprise, they sent me pictures of their basement! Stone foun­
dation, rusting iron: even the photos are redolent with age. Here Ron has 
his wood shop and Nancy has her stained-glass studio. Not every story 
and photo fits in an article, but I saved some cool outtakes for this page.

MUST-HAVE GUIDE
My own #1 reference 
to house styles and 
more is Virginia 
McAlester’s A Field 
Guide to American 
Houses, first pub­
lished in 1984. The 
newly revised, 880- 
page volume takes us 
up to the present, and 
includes a section on 
neighborhoods and 
500 new photos and 
line drawings. Thor­
ough, mind-blowing. 
Hardbound or paper­
back, Knopf.

8 TALK TO US • Email me at ppoore@almmedia.com. or find us on Facebook at facebook.com/oldhousejournal.
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RmI Estate

With thousands of historic homes to choose from, let the company with over 90 
years’ experience assist you in purchasing your ideal home.

Historic Bungalow with Acreage

• Missouri Ozarks 4BR, 3BA home
• Built in 1912
• Granite countertops
• Large fenced yard
• 1.48 acres

Mouiilaiii Grove, MO I $348,000 #16490

Gorgeous Historic Brick Home

• Restored 3BR, 2BA home
• Floor-to-ceiling windows
• Formal dining room
• Double parlor
• Heated, 2-car garage

Galena, IL I $475,000 1 #60897

m

mm
Find out more about these and other historic homes online.

UCHistoricHome8.com800.999.1020



Hi-Velecity
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Small Duct High Velocity Comfort Systems

• Energy Smart Heating/Cooling/IAC

• Clean Comfortable Air

• Eliminate Hot and Cold Spots

• Attractive Vent Plate Design

Call today to start your design! 1-888-652-2219
^EnergyS^vin^
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» [^ The W.F. Norman Corp. offers 
quality, hand stamped archi­
tectural sheet metal with a vast 
selection of ornate patterns. 
Ouroriginal 1898 product line 

features 140 ceiling patterns and over 
1,300 ornaments including rosettes, 
brackets, finials and more! We offer 
custom stamping and architectural 
sheet metal fabrication.

Visit our website to see our products 
online or send $3 for our catalog to: 
P.O. Box 323, Nevada, MO 64772.
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Scan for video
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WE Norman Corporation 4 »ii

{web} www.wfnorman.com {email} info@wfnorman.com {phone} (800)641-4038

Tin Ceilings | Cornices ] Moldings | Siding | Ornaments | Metal Shingles
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{ Bracket #139} { Conductor Head #904 } {Cornice #160} {Center #162 }



ROMANCING A TWENTIES HOME
Hispano-Oeco excitement-and a new kitchen design.
+ SPANISH REVIVAL STYLE

34SUCCESS!; NO MORE DRAFTS IN A COLONIAL I 38 MY NEIGHBORHOOD: HASTINGS-ON-HUOSON, N.Y. I 40 WINDOW SHOPPING: FOLK VICTORIANS
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e weren’t house hunting. Ron had a year to go with
the fire department in North Hudson, New Jersey. He
was reading a real-estate magazine when a snapshot
all but grabbed him, and within days we were driv­

ing to the village of Saxton’s River, Vermont. The locals call the
Victorian Italianate house The Blue Mansion; in two hours it
was ours, following a handshake and a binding check for $1,000.
Tliat was ten years ago.

Stone abutments on each side of the river are the remnants of a
covered bridge that was the eastern gateway to the village. A new
bridge went up downstream around 1900; we’re grateful for the
quiet. This once robust village that supported several mills now
has a population of around 500. Keep in mind the “ain’t” in quaint:
there ain’t no banks, no ATMs; ain’t no gas stations, food chains,
or stoplights. There’s still a post office but no delivery; you pick
up your own mail from a P.O. box during hours. The town was a 
shock for transplants from Jersey, but we were touched.

Ron is passionate about reviving dying relics, and here he 
found himself only the third owner of the Alexander Mansion, 
which was built in 1867. The builder’s daughter Hannah had 
remained single; she stayed and lived to be a hundred. Before 
her death in 1969, she picked the next owner from among five 
interested parties, simply because they loved the house as it was. 
Thirty-six years later, we bought it from them for the same rea­
son. This time, numerous lookers had toured the house’s 7,000+ 
square feet only to speed away at full throttle: the house had no 
real kitchen, a plastic shower stall, an old clawfoot tub. It needed

A PALPABLE PAST
John Alexander Jr. was just three years old in 1866 when his father purchased the 
woolen mill that we believe provided uniforms for the Union Army. A year later, 
construction began on the family’s mansion next door. When John started his 
journal in 1915. he was 51, World War I was brewing, and the mill had been sold.

John Alexander was director of the Green Mountain Telegraph that brought 
telephone service to rural Vermont. He also farmed crops including popcorn 
and ginseng, he sold coal, and he dealt in real estate. He documented daily life 
in his journal, starting with the day’s weather. One day in 1918. he noted: "John 
Marlboro and I fitted boards for double doors in basement partition." These 
currently open into our gardening room, but what was the room’s use before?

This house has 74 doors...the old journal led us through a door into the 
past. We learned that the five horse stalls in the carriage bouse belonged to 
Ula. Rita, Crystal, Peter, and Glory. We made naming labels. In the journal. I 
discovered two flawless maple leaves pressed between pages, and a hundred 
years ago suddenly felt like last fall. I will add two more leaves this year.

some magic.
The eldest son, John Alexander Jr., lived in the house with 

Hannah until his death in 1949. He’d kept a ledger dated from 
1915 to 1921. John’s wife (and the baby) died in childbirth. When 
most people buy a Victorian house, they can only imagine its his­
tory. But for us, John Jr.’s elegant longhand takes us to the reality

16
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ABOVE A detailed porch topped by 
a balustrade marks the double 

entry doors [with a set of copper- 
screened outer doors). Chamfers 

are picked out in contrasting 
paint on the tripled pillars, top 

RIGHT With a cobalt sky above, the 
carriage house belvedere that 

survived many Vermont winters 
suggests grandeur, right The old 
mailbox’s skeleton key was found 
on a hook in the pantry, far right 

Salvaged balusters came from a 
demolished bank in Michigan.
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BIG PROJECT: 
THE KITCHEN
Restoration was cued by remains of the past, but 
creating a modern kitchen worthy of the house was 
a challenge. We chose a large storage room with a 
southern exposure; it had shelves on one wall, and 
a light bulb dangling on Romex from the ceiling. 
Behind the wall was a three-holer indoor outhouse. 
We saved the wood piece with its three well-worn 
holes. With humor common to firemen. Ron said 
he'd frame three portraits with it.

Two rotting six-over-six windows were replaced 
with three double-glazed windows matching the old 
sash, ganged over the 193Qs farmer sink we found 
at an antiques store. We revived the original wood 
floors. The primitive staircase taking up room got 
relocated to the hallway on the other side of the 
wall, still leading to the same landing upstairs. John 
Alexander wrote on December 23,1915: "Jim put up 
shelving in storeroom." A century later. Ron repur­
posed those shelves to patch the kitchen floor where 
the staircase had been. It was a thrifty move, yes, 
but it also fed into the ongoing story of the house.

The center window embraces a stained-glass 
piece that 1 made. Ron created the ceiling insert 
out of quarter-sawn oak to match custom cabinets 
by Crown Point. He added the tin ceiling, paint­
ing it blue. The chandelier over the table is a 
reverse-painted moonscape from our house in New 
Jersey. Besides the old floor, we left one original 
wall with its rolling door to the sun porch. With its 
hand-forged hook and 1800s hardware, that door 
adds character. Because we blew insulation into 
the porch walls, we can leave the door open, adding 
light. The once bleak and deserted room now is 
a haven and gathering place, even in a big house 
with many rooms and choices for where to be. 1 tell 
myself it's my cooking.

RIGHT Today's kitchen was 
once a dark storage room. 
Soapstone countertops are 
authentic with the custom 
cabinets by Crown Point. 
The sink dates to the 1930s.

FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAGE 95.

18
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LEfT Before the new 
kitchen was built, this 
was the only downstairs 
sink (excluding the 
faathrooml; stove and 
refrigerator were in a tiny 
room beyond the pantry. 
Cooking was an adven­
ture. The neon sign was a 
birthday present to Ron. 
BOTTOM Afternoon sunlight 
streaming through the 
window bay highlights a 
butternut wainscot in the 
dining room.
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LEFT The red 
carpet and green 
wallpaper were 
installed by the 
previous owner. 
BELOW LEFT !n 
the restored big 
parlor, the frieze 
is from Bradbury 
& Bradbury. The 
portrait is of the 
first owner; carpet 
is original, below 

The secondary 
stair now leads to 
the master suite.

of those days. We still have the desk and chair where John sat to 
document the daily goings-on. 1 can touch the desk, the pages of 
his journal.

As it does now, the portrait of John Alexander Sr. hung from 
the picture rail in the parlor; when we moved in, it was as if were 
watching to see what we would do. As it happens, we started in 
the parlor. Its silver-flocked, deteriorated wallpaper had become 
an eyesore, the hanging light fixture unsafe, the plaster ceiling 
cracked. The room was redeemed by crown moulding, a hard­
wood floor, mahogany doors, and a dirty but original rug.

As he was still fighting fires in New Jersey, Ron hired a local 
crew to strip failing wallpaper and repair the ceiling. Thus we 
met Kirk Comstock, who became Ron’s right hand and a true 
friend. Together they have faced the scary jobs that haunt any 
old mansion.

We ordered a Victorian frieze with matching fan ornaments 
to complement the parlor rug. When the paper airived, Ron 
assisted a professional paperhanger. Applying 22-foot lengths of 
glued, folded paper—after calculating cutouts for three windows 
and a door—was a nail-biter for the apprentice. Ron has said he’d

20



BELOW The wainscot was made from planks removed for the tile floor. The footed sitz 
bath came from a Brimfield antiques fair. Stained glass (by Ron and Nancyl admits 

light in the shower. The otherworldly agave cactus came from a yard in Las Cruces, 
N.M. RIGHT In the guest room, portraits are of earlier owners John Sr. and Mary,

Over time, the previous owners dropped by with items they’d 
found in the house: handwritten receipts for building materials 
dated 1867, shipping bills from the railroad, photographs of the 
newly built residence. On June 4,1867, Alexander purchased 
7>536 slate pieces for the roof, totaling $442.35. But the journal 
remained our most cherished relic.

On December 17,1919, John Alexander Jr. wrote: “2 degrees in 
a.m. 10 degrees below in evening. Pleasant.” Vermont holds onto 
its natural beauty, whatever the temperature; its history and old 
houses stick to our souls like maple syrup.

rather defuse a bomb than paper another Victorian room.
The house was, not surprisingly, a time capsule. We discov­

ered unique treasures: an ancient doorbell that clangs when you 
pull the glass knob still mounted outside, an ornate cast-iron 
mailbox that locks with a skeleton key found on a pantry hook, 
extraordinary steam radiators, the original soapstone sink. 
Children’s books of the 1800s rested in narrow closets beside a 
bedroom chimneybreast. The basement houses an 1800s laundry 
setup and a coal-fueled steam boiler that possibly came out of a 
ship. This house was the first in the village to have central heat.
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PATTERN CHOICE
In greasy areas, a flatter pattern is recommended over 
hard-to-clean deep embossing. Think about scale and 
proportion; for most backsplashes. a 6" repeat is best 
(the sheets are generally 2' x 41. Center the pattern 
in the most visible place and account for waste when 
ordering. Outlet holes are easy to cut out with tin snips, 
or you can chisel them out after panels are installed. 
(Cut the electricity.)

LEFT Varnished metal ceiling panels 
became the range backsplash in a 
Victorian house, above Scaled for 
a larger wall surface, the #213 ceiling 
design from W.F. Norman comes in 
24" X 48" panels.

FOR A UNIQUE BACKSPLASH
EMBOSSED METAL CEILING PANELS ARE PERFECT FOR THIS APPLICATION. By Patricia Poore

Sturdy but thin, and fireproof, 
pressed metal takes to different 

finish options—and patterns reflect many 
styles and eras. The cost is relatively inex­
pensive and it’s a DIY project. “We’ve sold 
our metal for a bazillion backsplashes 
over the years,” says Mark Quitno of W-F". 
Norman, a Missouri company founded in 
1898. “We can stamp panels out of galva­
nized steel by special order,” Quitno says, 

“but 99% of customers buy the standard 
tinplate metal, even for wet areas. You just 
have to install it and finish in properly.”

APPLICATION Wipe the metal with
lacquer thinner before priming both sides 
with a Rust-Oleum-type product, all 
before installing the panels—it’s cheap 
insurance against rust in a high-humidity

room. The panels can be attached to 
plywood sheathing or wood furring strips. 
But for retrofitting the metal surface to 
plaster or existing tile, many people use 
a compatible construction adhesive. The 
substrate must be completely cleaned 
and degreased. Just nailing the metal to 
plaster or drywall is not secure enough 
and allows moisture to get in.

The metal edges are very sharp. Wear 
heavy work gloves and use eye protec­
tion when snipping. Raw edges may be 
tapped in and sealed with silicone caulk, 
or you can trim out the panels in a nar­
row moulding or quarter-round. Do use 
silicone caulk on edges near sinks and 
stoves and where the backsplash meets 
the countertop. Paint the moulding the

same color as trim, or stain it to match 
surrounding woodwork.

At corners, flat patterns can be bent 
at 90 degrees. If the embossing is deep, 
carefully butt edges, then caulk and paint. 

“Some customers have used wooden cor­
ner trim on outside comers,” Quitno says.

FINISHING To maintain the natural tin
color, clear-coat with oil-based polyure­
thane. A satin finish looks hand-rubbed, 
while high gloss may look like plastic.
For a painted finish, any high-quality oil 
enamel, flat to glossy, will look good and 
be durable and washable. Do not use 
water-based (latex) finishes on metal ceil­
ing panels. To clean the backsplash, just 
wipe it down with a mild soap solution 
and soft brush, sponge, or cloth.
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The 1928 Spanish Revival home was
remarkably intact, with its original
red tiled roof, balconies, tower, and
arched casement windows.

Romancing a 
Twenties Home

OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

The original bronze entry hard­
ware is ornate. Drought-tolerant 

succulents were chosen for a 
pair of blue ceramic jugs placed 

at either side of the entry. A low- 
walled patio greets visitors at 

the front entry; native plantings 
include agave and palm. Original 

wrought-iron gates enclose an 
intimate entry patio, where the 
old red terra-cotta pavers are 
laid in a basketweave pattern.

In California, a 1928 red-tile and stucco house with a Hispano- 
Deco interior gets a period-perfect kitchen with inspired details.
By Brian D. Coleman I Photos by William Wright
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ABOVE A Moorish archway 
opens to the entry hall, which 

has its original butterscotch 
and brown terra-cotta floor 
tiles. The Empire side table 

is from Burwell. John Morel's 
historic family home in Virginia. 

TOP RIGHT Flowers gathered 
from the yard are reflected 

in a French Art Deco mirror 
in the entry, lower right 

Marky, John, and Tom Mor^ ' 
pose on the rear loggia.

T here’s nothing Marky and John Morel 
like better than touring vintage movie 
theaters, exploring the fantasy archi­
tecture and Art Deco details. So when 

work brought them to southern California, they 
looked for a house inspired by Twenties movie 
palaces—something with picturesque Spanish 
Revival or exuberant Art Deco design. Or both! 
In the Long Beach and Santa Barbara area, 
locals call these houses “Span-Deco.”

The Morels were on cloud nine when they 
found the romantic Spanish house just a block 
from the ocean. Built in 1928 as a substantial 
residence, it had all the architectural bells and

whistles of the period—fancy iron grilles, deep 
wall recesses and archways, coved ceilings and 
balconies, a tiled hall with a Hollywood stair­
case. Formal rooms inside were a counterpoint 
to welcoming tiled courtyards and gardens.

The house had been vacant for six years, 
but the couple was not put off by restoration 
work. Most of the original casement windows 
were inoperable—caulked and nailed shut. The 
tile roof leaked. Rooms were frozen in a 1980s 
burgundy-and-taupe scheme with forgettable 
wallpapers and dull paint. The breakfast room, 
a sunny hub in the house, had been cheaply 
paneled in the 1960s and the kitchen was a
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Spanish revival
in the art deco era

Marky Morel found inspiration
not only by studying the Hispano-
Moresque architecture of Spain.
but also here at home. Visit theseEMBELLISHMENT
sites, in person or online, forThe stained-glass ceiling

medallion is original; the deco- California Spanish Revival and
rative, Spanish-slyle chandelier Art Deco ideas.

in wrought iron is new, and a • Casa del Herrero, Santaperfect complement.
Barbara casdefherrero.com

• Santa Barbara Courthouse
santabarbaracourthouse.org

• The Queen Mary ocean liner,
Long Beach queenmary.com

• Los Angeles Central Public
Library, downtown lapl.org/
branches/central-library

• James Oviatt Building, Los
Angeles wikipedia.org/wiki/
James_ Oviatt_ Building

• Lummis House. Los
Angeles laparks.org/dos/
historicAummis.htm

• Los Angeles Historic
Theater Foundation
multiple sites lahtf.org

• California’s Spanish Missions.
21 sites seecafi/orn/a.com/
missions/directory.html

LEFT The dining room s exuberant
palette was inspired by Art Deco movie
palaces: turquoise ceiling and grey
cove mouldings, a Southwestern red on
walls, and wainscot in a Tudor brown.
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DECO COLOR
Benjamin Moore’s

sunny Beverly Hills’
yellow brightens the
walls of the breakfast

room, The polychromed
chandelier is from

the Art Deco era, as
is this 1928 house.



new kitchen, "grandma-approved II

The kitchen and breakfast room were the heart of the home. "I wanted
function,” Marky says, "but even more, a kitchen that visitors would
assume was here from the start.” New cabinets were detailed with the
same moulding profiles used on arches and coved ceilings throughout
the house. A former owner with foresight had stored the original kitchen
hardware, now replated in nickel. Two original cabinet doors were found
in the garage, dove-grey paint intact. The color was re-created by Fine
Paints of Europe and cabinets were brush-painted for a traditional fin­
ish. Chipped linoleum was replaced with Armstrong Marmorette: period
Buttercream center with borders in Tree Frog and Charcoal,

rop The kitchen is rich in details: narrow mirror set
between windows, soapstone countertops at the
sink, a raised shelf to manage clutter left An exist­
ing chimney stack broke the flow; the homeowner
designed an appliance niche and storage cupboard
lo make use of the space, above The old "cold box"
with antique hardware serves as a pantry.
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BELOW The rear loggia (an arcaded porch with Mediterranean 
roots) is a favorite spot for casual meals; corner shelves hide 

speakers, right The two-storey arched loggia was added 
to the back to shade the west-facing kitchen and provide 

outdoor living space, bottom right The arresting fireplace.

might have read. She visited Spanish Revivalsterile, tired 1950s mix with walls bizarrely 
plastered in “Hello My Name Is Edith” stickers.

With their then-toddler in tow, Marky and 
John moved in. Priority one was the roof (a 
kids’ wading pool sat in the living room to 
catch leaks). The red-clay tiles were carefully 
removed and put back after the roof was stabi­
lized. Drawing on her experience as a designer, 
Marky sketched to scale a basketweave pattern 
(alternately horizontal and vertical) for the lay­
out of kitchen wall tiles, cued by the bathroom 
floors and brick driveway. The white porcelain 
of a vintage Magic Chef range (set on a soap­
stone hearth pad) gleams a^nst buttery tiles 
from Subway Ceramics; black Art Deco tile 
borders are integrated into the design. Butterfly 
half-doors under the sink add a period touch.

Marky found that afternoon sun in the 
west-facing kitchen could become unbearable. 
A few years in, she was ready to fix the prob­
lem. Marky studied 1920s architectural design 
books—the same ones the house’s architect

houses and sites for ideas. Concurrent with the
kitchen remodel, she designed an arched and
columned, two-storey loggia and balcony for
the back of the house. The addition provided
not only necessary shade for the kitchen but
also a dining terrace below with a sleeping
porch above. On the loggia, a working fireplace 
with a Moorish arch and triangular “teeth” is a
favorite place to read the Sunday paper. After
taking a course in stained glass, Marky made -ft

two windows in an asymmetrical 1920s style to
flank the fireplace.

Those tours of old theaters encouraged 
Marky to use bold Art Deco colors. The din­
ing room ceiling has a peacock-blue tint, with 
deep terra-cotta walls anchored by old-brown 
wainscoting. The dining room started the flow: 
squash yellow in the breakfast room, jadeite 
green in the kitchen. The foyer, with original 
terra-cotta tiles on the floor, was kept cool and 
formal in ‘Monterey White’ by Benjamin Moore.

X\ cMore Online
Tour another 
California 
Spanish Revival at
oldhouseonUne.com/
restoring-1930s-
spanish*house.

30 FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95.
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• Plaster
• Stone
• Porcelain

roe Catalog
1-800-445-1754

www.abatron.com



MISSION REVIVAL
Casa del Herrero

In this early variant 
of Spanish-inspired 
revival architecture, 
look for red tiled 
roofs and smooth 
stucco accompanied 
by "old mission" 
parapets or dormers. 
Spanish Baroque 
ornament may 
decorate walls or 
door surrounds.
The suggestion of 
a church bell tower 
appears on some 
examples, as in 
the illustration.

(1925) is a Spanish-
style vision,
complete with
a Moorish
garden.

SPANISH REVIVAL
IT WAS A STYLE CRAZE THAT PROMISED HISTORY, LUXURY, AND LEISURE. By Patricia Poore

Various Spanish revivals were 
the Hispanic counterpoint to New 

England’s Colonial Revival. The genre is 
certainly related to the greater Romantic 
Revival: In the East and Midwest, some 
older suburbs boast grand Georgians, 
homey English cottages, and a Mediter­
ranean villa—all in the same or nearby 
neighborhoods. Building innovations like 
masonry veneer over wood frame and 
cement-based stucco had made romantic 
associations more affordable to build. 
Exposed timbers were not structural, 
but rather decoratively superijnposed on 
modern wall systems. “Weathered” stucco 
was applied to look ancient.

The Mission Revival came first, one re­
sult of a preservation movement that had 
begun in the i88os. Designers and build­
ers adapted easily recognized motifs, most 
notably the curvaceous mission dormer 
or roof parapet, from Spanish-American

adobe church buildings, Mission houses, 
most common in California and the 
Southwest, unfailingly have red tile roofs 
and walls of smooth stucco. The style lost 
momentum by 1920.

variants, too. During the late 1920s, Art 
Deco shapes, colors, and motifs were 
woven into the architecture.

A few elements define interiors: arched 
openings between main rooms, rough 
plaster walls, and niches. Floors are often 
of waxed tile or wide oak boards; lino­
leum, though, was in its heyday. There’s 
a studied use of wrought iron for hard­
ware and grilles, stair rails, or lighting 
fixtures. Neutral color in the plaster and, 
sometimes, a beamed or wooden ceiling 
conspired to produce monastic rooms.

But this was the Jazz Age, and the style 
a celebration of sunny climes, so vivid 
color was introduced through tile, painted 
accents, and imported fabrics. Reference 
to period photographs shows Spanish 
(or Mexican) Baroque or colonial pieces 
anchoring 20th-century Mission furniture 
along with the usual array of traditional 
upholstered pieces.

SPAIN AND BEYOND
Spanish Colonial is the most common 
of several related Mediterranean styles, 
and the dominant type in California, the 
Southwest, Texas, and to some extent in 
Florida. In the West, these houses were 
designed after the ranchos and other 
buildings of the colonial period. Motifs 
were, however, chosen from the rich, 
long history of Spanish architecture, 
and include Moorish, Byzantine, Gothic, 
and Renaissance elements. The Spanish 
Revival was in full swing at the turn of the 
century and through the 1930s.

A few houses were built in Hispano- 
Moresque, Andalusian, and Egyptian
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Glenn Bowman,

CrMted Right...owner and
craftsman

Here in Vermont.
Since 1856 people have trusted us to
createjthe finest soapstone products.

t Finely crftfted sinks 
and countertops

VermontSoapstone.com/crafted 855-868-5702
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WE’RE SNUG AS A BUG IN A RUG r

There was no need to replace the old windows in our 
1756 New Hampshire house. By Alistair McHarg

Our 18th-century house doesn’t 
have a straight line-after weathering 
for more than 250 years, it’s com­
pletely cattywampus. Living here is 
like walking on the deck of a ship. But 
my wife, Ellin, and I didn’t want to do 
anything that would ruin the historic 
integrity of the pre-Revolutionary 
War. center-chimney colonial that 
once served as a tavern and school- 
house in Sandown, New Hampshire. 
The large center room, which we use 
as our dining room, was surely the 
hub during tavern days.

When it came to addressing the 
drafty but still-beautiful old win­
dows, we took care. Historic pres­
ervationists had told us that a sure 
way to hurt the value of this unique 
structure was to replace the windows. 
But the exterior storms that had once

protected the prime sash were falling 
apart, and they didn’t particularly fit 
the out-of-square old windows.

We heard about Indow, a small 
company that started in Portland, Or­
egon, who make thermal insert panels 
for the interior side of the windows. 
Edged in silicone, they simply press 
into place. We retrofitted them into all 
of the first-floor windows.

We noticed changes right away. 
First, there were no more drafts— 
it was quite remarkable. Next, rooms 
keep their warmth longer, so the fur­
nace stays quiet for longer stretclies. 
Mostly, the house just feels cozier.

We weren’t prepared for how quiet 
the house would be with interior 
glazing. The road outside, once a dirt 
path, is now busy Route 121A. The 
reduction in sound is amazing.

Outside, the muntins are clearly visible, and no single 
sheet of glass blocks light refraction off the separate 
lights (panes). Secondary glazing was fitted indoors.

34 SHOW US • Submit your successful project, large or small, to ppoore@aimmedia.com.



Old World Charm
That Complements Any Kitchen

Adorned with copper, brass, nickel or chrome,
each custom built Elmira Stove Works
appliance is true to its era, while offering the
performance and features found in the most
modern kitchen appliances.
Models available in gas. electric, dual fuel or
wood-burning. Let us build one for you.

Elmira
Works ElmiraStoveWorks.com

For true originals. 1-800-295-8498 f*l
RANGES • WALL OVENS • REFRIGERATORS • MICROWAVES • DISHWASHERS

Repair and
protect the
irreplaceable •1

I

Waterproof epoxies
for wood, metal
fiberglass and more.

westsystem.com
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INTERIOR GLAZIKG
Several companies make inte­
rior "storm windows” or glazing 
panels suitable for retrofitting 
to even non-standard and out- 
of-square windows. Indow, used 
in this house, offers acrylic 
glazing, which is lightweight 
and non-yellowing. Other 
companies offer glass, poly­
carbonate, or acrylic. Options 
include low-E glass, UV-filtering 
glazing, and acoustic glazing.

ABOVE The parlor is filled with lighl. right

The large center room has a hearth with
a beehive oven, and just one window.

oMore Online

All your interior window panel
options at oldhouseonline.com/
interior-storm-wIndows.
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The Unico SystemOTHER HVAC COMPANIES REALLY DON’T 
WANT YOU TO CUT OUT THIS OUTLET Comtofl & Efficiency Fft For Your Home

That 's because when you place it on 
your floor, ceiling, or wall, you will 
begin to understand the simplicity of 
adding Unico System air conditioning 
to your home. In addition to outlets 
that are barely noticeable, the Unico 
System's air handlers and flexible 
supply tubing fit simply above ceilings 
and below floors, which means no ugly 
soffits, no noisy registers, and virtually 
no need for remodeling in homes 
without ductwork. You will enjoy the 
efficient, comfortable surroundings 
found only with the industry-leading 
Unico System.

(Actual Size)

To find a Unico System installing 
contractor in your area, visit 
unicosystem.com/contractor 
or call (800) 527-0896

WE LEARN BY
DOING.

BUILDING
PRESERVATION/
RESTORATION

The Building Preservation/Restoration 
Associate Degree program at 
Belmont College is one of the most 
recognized programs of its kind.

• Unique combination of theoretical 
and hands-on learning

• National network of graduates

• Transferrable credits

• Affordable tuitionBELMONT
COLLEGE

740.699.3941 • www.belmontcollege.edu/BPR
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PICTURESQUE 1920sOLD ENGLISH BRICKSUGAR HOUSE GOTHIC
The Wilsons' ‘Rural Cottage” 
11855) is one of a remarkable row

Houses cluster and scatter on 
lots large or small, up one hill 
and down another, often behind 
dauntingly high, pointy iron "deer

Hastings-on-Hudson_experienced 
substantial growth in the 1920s 

New City suburb, a time 
when houses in the Old English

of four known as Sugar Houses, 
built for managers of the nearby

as a

(or Tudor] style were popular. fences." Some large houses weresugar refinery. Such Gothic
modeled on Old English designs.This unusually large and complex: cottages were promoted by A.J.
Here a half-timbered gable isbrick hous'^e has firYe stone trim.Downing and his architect. A.J.
filled with decorative brick nog-• a notable arched window, andDavis. A surprising number sur­
ging, the gable peak above cladsteep roofs covered in slate.vive here. The verandah, arched
in rustic weatherboards. The
steep roof comes down low to
rest on a stub wall, a common

J-fastings is the most laid-bacli of thea
river villages, and it's so walliable. The EVER REST, built in the late

scale was even more important to us than 1830s, is a town landmark.
Today it is a museumthe school system—which is also great. 99

owned by the Newington-
Cropsey Foundation. Small

MARY AND ANDREW WILSON window bays are common
on Gothic cottages like this
one, home of Hudson River

School painter Jasper
Cropsey, who purchased

it in 1885. The bay has
a battlement crown.ff and diamond panes.

\

38 The Wilsons have lived in Hastings for ten years; Mary is a property manager, and Andrew a large-scale restoration contractor.



QhASTINGS-ON-HUDSON O palisades interstate parkway O HUOSON-RIVER O MT. hope CEMCT6BT

Hastings-on-Hudson / rork^ The Hudson River and Valley, deeply embedded in the nation’s 
^ history, literature, and art, has survived in a more-or-less recogniz- 

able state. Though densely populated, the area remains breathtak- 
^ ingly green and shockingly rustic—given its proximity to the clamor 

and crush of the Big Apple. The down-to-earth quality of the village may spring 
from its 19th- and early 20th-century history as a busy river port and industrial 
center. The town grew sporadically and at a moderate pace; a marble quarry, 
sugar refineries, and finally diemical manufacturing each brought influxes of 
workers. No gritty activity could dim the beauty of the river valley, which has 
long been a haven for artists and writers. By James C. Massey and Shirley Maxwell

^ ’ '
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SEARS CATSLIDE
This modest, Old English-style 
house with a distinctive catslide 
roof is a documented Sears 
Modern Homes pre-cut house, 
erected in 1940. It is the ’Croydon’ 
model, offered only in the 1939 
catalog. One of several Sears 
houses in the town, this one re­
tains a near-original appearance, 
one exception being the addition 
of a below-grade garage.

CROSSOVER ARTS & CRAFTS
Sited on a steep lot looking 
out to the Hudson River, this 

■ large Arts & Crafts house takes 
; advantage of the view with 
I expansive grouped windows 

in a style reminiscent of the 
contemporaneous European 
Secessionist movement. Such 
large houses mark the begin­
ning of Hastings’s growth as a 
convenient commuter suburb, 
with electric trains to the her­
alded Grand Central Terminal.

LATE QUEEN ANNE
This large frame house combines 
late Queen Anne, English, and 
Arts & Crafts design features. 
Built early in the 20th century, 
the cross-gable house has a 
full-width front porch, gener­
ous double and triple windows, 
and uncommonly large console 
brackets. It is sheathed in wood 
shingles and faux half-timbering.
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WOOD ‘5CRLLN DOORJ» S ^TOR^ DOORJ3

(310)548-4142 
www.coppawoodworking.comCOPPA WOODWORJ^NQ, INC.
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WINDOW INSERTS THAT INSTALL
WITH NO MOUNTING BRACKETS.

indowwindows.com 503.822.3805

Shuttercraft, Inc. C.M.F. Engineering, Inc.
Interior & Exterior Quality Wood Shutters 

Any type^ny size - any color!

MADE IN USA 
Family owned ^ 

over 25 years ■
Madison, CT , 
shuttercraft.com I 
203-245-2608 I

CUSTOM CRAFTED from 
100% PREMIUM HARDWOODS
Cherry • Mahogany • Maple • Red Oak 

Sapele • Walnut • White Oak

Curt M. Freedman, PE, CEM, LEED AP 
24 Ridge Rd, Longmeadow, MA 01106

413-567-1175
www.CustomBaseboardHeat.com
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QUICK
ENERGY

FIXES
o

Menu

Thick walls, deep eaves, and high ceilings are all 
reasons why old houses feel cooler in hot weather 
and warmer in winter than more recent buildings 
do. Even so, many old houses lack insulation and 
central HVAC systems, making it hard to retrofit 
them with the latest in technological advances. 
Thankfully that’s beginning to change. Here are lo 
old-house-specific ways to make your home more 
comfortable and energy efficient, along with bonus 
tips on tune-ups and swaps. By Mary Ellen Poison
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ADD
INSDLATIONCMEK&ON

The easiest way to increase the 
effective R-value, or thermal resis­
tance, in a drafty house is to add batt 
or Loose insulation between heated 
and unheated areas—the floor of the 
attic and underneath floor joists in 
the basement.

Use a ruler to measure the depth 
of attic insulation and check behind 
switch plates to gauge the depth of 
sidewall insulation. Studies show 
that adding 3"-12" of new insulation 
to an unheated attic can cut heat­
ing costs by 20 percent, and cooling 
costs by 10 percent. Install the new 
insulation at right angles to the 
previous layer. It isn't necessary to 
use the same type of insulation; you 
can use the new "no-itch" or poly- 
wrapped products, which are easier 
to handle and safer to work with. 
Similarly, if the basement is unheat­
ed, install blanket insulation between 
exposed floor Joists. Add pieces of 
batt insulation to the area along the 
top of the foundation where it meets 
the exterior walls.

Installing sidewall insulation usu­
ally requires the help of a special­
ized contractor. Depending on a 
variety of factors, your home may 
be a candidate for loose cellulose 
or injectable spray foam insulation; 
both require skill and precision for 
proper installation.

LEFT The Sens! 
programmable 
thermostat by 
Emerson can 
be turned on 
or off with a 
few clicks on 
a cell phone.j

TURN IT OFF (OR DOWN)
WeVe heard the drill for years. One of the simplest ways 
to save energy and cut electric bills is to turn off lights and 
appliances when not in use. That goes for energy-hogging 
appliances like flat-screen TVs and internet modems, too. 
(You may want to invest in a timer that reboots both shortly 
before the household wakes up.)

That said, more than 40 percent of household energy 
consumption is generated by heating and cooling. To keep 
costs in check, install a programmable thermostat, if you 
haven’t already. For every degree you cut back on heating or 
air conditioning over an eight-hour period, you’ll save one 
percent on your energy bills. These devices can be tricky to 
install, but once up and running, they allow you to raise or 
lower temperatures automatically, or with a tap on a smart 
phone: at night, during the day when no one is home, or 
when the family is away.

Programmables are also a boon for second homeowners; 
it’s possible to crank up the AC or heat while you’re en route 
to your getaway place. Depending on brand and features, a 
programmable thermostat costs as little as $30 or up to $250.

BELOW Roll batt insulation at right angles 
directly over any existing
insulation in the attic to
reduce heating bills.
Then cut pieces to
fit edges.

KEEP IT CLEAN
CLEAN YOUR FURNACE FILTER ONCE A MONTH. CHANGING 

IT AS NEEDED. DIRT CAN CLOG MECHANICAL PARTS. 

CAUSING THE UNIT TO WORK HARDER TO GENERATE 

HEAT. VACUUM REGISTERS AND VENTS REGULARLY.
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cMasonry Jieaters
A masonry heater may not sound like a quick enei^ fix, until you consider 
a soapstone fireplace large enough to heat an entire house can be set up and 
ready to go in a week or less.

Similar to the central chimneys of colonial days, masonry heaters are mas­
sive enough to store heat for hours and slowly release it when most needed. 
Soapstone fireplaces, like those from M. Teixeira Soapstone or Tulikivi, for 
example, bum wood with up to 98 percent efficiency, thanks to internal chan­
nels that circulate and then exhaust combustion gases. This allows the stone to 
retain heat after the fire has gone out, in some cases for as long as 24 hours.

Despite the advantages of these behemoths, they’re not for everyone: there 
must be a free space large enough and strong enough to support the unit, 
which weighs between 2,500 and 6,000 pounds. A “compact” unit costs about 
as much as a new furnace, $5,000 to $6,000.

LEFT Heat the house and cook dinner with the same load of wood with M. Teixeira s Sinatra 
masonry soapstone heater.

GET ASSESSED
ASK YOUR 

LOCAL ENERGY 

PROVIDER 

FOR A\A/H0LE- 

HOUSE ENERGY 

ASSESSMENT.

OR HIRE A 

GOOD ENERGY 

PERFORMANCE 

COMPANY TO 

PERFORM ONE. 
lTHE$300-$500 

COST IS WELL 

WORTH IT.l USE 

THE RESULTS 

TO IMPROVE 

ENERGY SAVINGS 

THROUGHOUT 

THE HOUSE.

TIGHTEN UP
Much of the heat Loss or gain at windows and doors is by infiltration around the perime­
ter—easily and inexpensively fixed with weather stripping or caulk. Installing spring metal, 
plastic strip, compressible foam tape, or sealant beads to gaps around windows and doors 
improves interior comfort by reducing drafts and keeping out moisture. A classic choice is 
bronze weather stripping, which reportedly can last a hundred years or more.

Since wood windows shrink and expand with changes in temperature and humidity, 
seal exterior seams with a caulk that shrinks and swells too: Sashco’s Big Stretch is a 
highly elastic, water-based sealant that moves with wood as it changes with the weather.

Windows that are old, rare, and drafty should be treated to storm windows, which can 
slash energy costs by 20 percent or more. Choose from "invisible" versions that mount on 
the interior or exterior (see Resources, p. 95). If you don’t mind changing out storms for 
screens twice a year, there are still companies land carpenters) who make wood storm 
windows and matching screens to order. Inquire at a local hardware or window and door 
supplier in your area.

ABOVE LEFT Compression-fit interior glazing panels (here from Innerglass) are invisible from outside. 
ABOVE RJ6HT Hardy spring bronze weather stripping helps seal air leaks around windows.
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BANGING

RADS
DO YOUR

RADIATORS 

BANG WHEN 

THE HEAT 

COMESON? 

THAT'S A SIGN 

THERE’S AIR 

IN THE LINES 

THAT DELIVER 

THE HOT WATER 

OR STEAM TO 

THE RADIATOR. 

TO ELIMINATE 

THE PROBLEM. 

TURN THE VALVE

SPOT RADIANT
Radiant heat isn't really new: boiler-powered steam and hot-water radiators have been pro­
ducing radiant heat in homes for nearly 150 years. In recent decades, though, radiant technol­
ogy has moved beyond these historic whole-house systems to offer spot heating under floors, 
along walls, even under the driveway.

New technologies, including membrane-thin heating elements, have made in-floor systems 
easier to install in recent years Isee "Radiant Heat: Almost Anywhere." in OHJ October 2015, p. 
42). Obviously, in-floor systems work best in existing homes as part of a remodel or addition. 
But there’s no reason you can’t warm up a cold bathroom or bedroom with any of a plethora of 
products available. Options include eheat’s wall-mounted electric convection heater (perfect 
for utility spaces like laundry rooms or baths) to traditional-looking radiators for steam that 
go anywhere you need them from Runtal North America. Runtal also offers a full line of towel 
radiators capable of warming a large bathroom—think of them as zoned heaters—and low- 
profile, flat-panel radiator fins that install along stair railings, under a kitchen cabinet, even in 
curved spaces. Most can be adapted for electric or hydronic (heat-circulated water! use.

ALL THE WAY

OFF OR ALL

THE WAY ON.
ABOVE Wall panel radiators like these from Runtal North America can be tucked out of sight beneath a 
kitchen island or along baseboards.

Enclose the J^ireplace
Fireplaces are notoriously inefficient for heating. While no one would 
suggest enclosing an early walk-in hearth with glass doors or a fire­
place insert, less historically significant fireplaces might benefit from 
either treatment.

Of the two, inserts supply the best heat bang for the buck, at an initially 
higher cost ($4,000 to $5,000 versus $1,000 or more for custom-fitted glass 
doors). That’s because inserts are in essence wood- or gas-buming stoves 
that vent through the existing chimney. The best are quiet and efficient, 
converting wood into fuel at higher temperatures and at a much slower rate 
than an open-flame fireplace. In cold climates, a particularly efficient wood- 
burning insert can continue to generate warmth for up to lo hours on a 
single load of wood. Wood stoves and inserts can reduce conventional heat­
ing costs substantially, particularly if the main source of fiiel is electricity.

LEFT Lopi Stoves' Flush Wood Plus woodburning fireplace insert comes with a pat­
ented ignition system that starts the fire without the need to open the door, helping 
reduce smoke buildup.
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GO DUCTLESS
Ditch those window air conditioners and space 
heaters and replace them with a ductless “mini 
split” heating and cooling system. Served by 
inverters installed outside, these powerful and quiet 
units install directly on interior walls, delivering 
warm or cool air to individual rooms without using 
heating ducts.

One outdoor unit in Fujitsu’s Halcyon mini-split 
system, for example, can serve up to eight individual 
air handlers—creating multiple zoned areas in a 
single house. Many if not all ductless systems are 
Energy Star certified and can cut heating and cooling 
costs by up to 30 percent. With installation, a system 
may cost as little as $2,500.

One caveat: The conduits that connect the inverter 
to the unit or units inside will be visible on the 
exterior of the house—one for each interior unit.
If there’s no way to conceal or blend in multiple 
conduits, especially on an architecturally significant 
house, you may want to consider a less-visible mini­
duct system (see right).

WHAT'S A MINI DUCT?
Retrofitting an older home for an HVAC sys­
tem used to mean destroying original plaster 
walls and historic trim elements to accom­
modate ductwork and Large air-delivery vents. 
Companies including Unico, Space Pak, and 
Hi-Velocity have addressed that problem with 
small-duct systems that provide year-round, 
whole-house heating and cooling. These 
ingenious mini-duct systems pump high ve­
locity air throughout the house by aspiration, 
creating a quiet, gentle circulation pattern 
that produces relatively even heat from floor 
to ceiling.

At 2" in diameter, the flexible mini-duct 
tubing is small enough to be routed between 
studs in walls and in cavities under floors and 
above ceilings, making this innovative system 
ideal for houses with inadequate ductwork 
or no ductwork at all. Already inconspicuous, 
vents can be dressed up with trimwork that 
accents or conceals their presence.

A retrofit isn't cheap: a new mini-duct 
system for a house on the small side will run 
$15,000 or more. While homeowners will need 
a sizeable amount of room in an attic, closet, 
or mechanical room for the cooling/heating 
unit, the flexible mini-ducts snake through 
walls and ceilings to place heat or cool air 
right where it's needed.

ABOVE No need to block up a window if you choose mini split heating and cooling 
units, like this one from Mitsubishi Electric.

ANNUAL TUNE-UP
HAVE YOUR HEATING SYSTEM INSPECTED 

AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR. AN ANNUAL TUNE- 

UP CAN HELP REDUCE YOUR HEATING 

COSTS BY UP TO FIVE PERCENT. ABOVE The only evidence of a mini-duct system like 
this one from Unico is a small circular vent that 
blends into the floor.



CIRCULATE IT
Give your HVAC system a boost by installing ceiling or whole*house fans. Whole- 
house fans pull cool air into the house from outside and exhaust warm air through 
the attic. They work best at night, or whenever the outside air is cooler than the 
inside. In the summer, ceiling fans help circulate cool air to hard-to-reach parts 
of the house, reducing the strain on air-conditioning units. In winter, reversing 
the direction of the fan blades helps shift warm air that collects close the ceiling, 
moving it closer to the floor where it’s needed.

Some fans go a step further by adding a programmable element; the Infinity fan 
from Tamarack Technology, for instance, can be controlled wirelessly from any 
internet connection whether the windows are open or not.

ABOVE While 
they're not energy 
rated, old-style 
belt-and-pulley 
and direct-drive 
fans from the 
Woolen Mill 
Fan Company 
do increase air 
circulation.

KEEP THE HEAT OUT
Regulate indoor temperatures in hot months 
by shielding windows that get strong 
sunlight (such as western exposures) with 
window furnishings and shutters. Options 
include Venetian blinds, a staple in America 
as early as the 1760s. The thin horizontal 
slats pivot between fully open and fully 
closed, allowing in as much or as little light 
and air as desired.

Earlier still is the interior shutter, ver­
sions of which appeared in colonial America 
in the 1600s. Interior shutters are usually 
made of wood and designed to fit flush 
against the window, covering either half or 
all of it. Operable shutters allow the user 
to tilt the louvers up or down, increasing or 
decreasing the amount of light and air flow.

Last but not least, spring-roller blinds 
like those from Alameda Shade Shop or Ann 
\Wallace for Prairie Textiles quickly block 
light and hot air with a gentle pull—and just 
as easily let in fresh air and sunlight with the 
snap of a wrist.

TIGHT SEAL
CHECK THE 
SEAL ON YOUR 
REFRIGERATOR 
DOOR BY 
CLOSING IT ON 
A DOLLAR BILL 
IF YOU CAN 
PULL THE BILL 
OUT EASILY. 
REPLACE 
THE GASKETS 
WITH A
REPLACEMENT 
KIT FROM AN 
APPLIANCE 
DEALER ORA 
HOME CENTER. RIDHT Traditional interior panel shutters, like these 

reproductions from Americana, help regulate the 
temperature of a room when it's too hot or too cold.
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OUT WITH THE OLD
REPLACE AGING APPLIANCES LIKE 

REFRIGERATORS. WATER HEATERS. 

AND CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONERS 

WITH NEW ONES. IF THEY’RE MORE 

THAN 10 YEARS OLD. (FIRST CHECK 

TO SEE THAT REPLACEMENT UNITS 

ARE MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.) THE 

SAVINGS CAN BE SUBSTANTIAL. 

ESPECIALLY IF YOU CAN REPLACE 

AN ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE WITH 

ONE THAT’S GAS-POWERED.

Going Solar
There’s no question that installing solar panels and films 
containing photovoltaic cells can cut the high cost of conven­
tional enei^ generation. A solar power system immediately 
lowers electric bills and may ultimately pay for itself, provided 
you stay in the house long enough to recoup an upfront initial 
investment of $15,000 or more. (Luckily, there are state and 
federal solar investment tax credits; see energy.gov.)

For anyone with a particular design aesthetic, however, 
installing solar panels for energy poses an architectural 
dilemma. How do you incorporate a large grid of 21st century 
technology on the roof of a historic building without com­
promising the visual integrity of the structure?

It helps if the roof is mostly flat and the best solar expo­
sure is out of view—as at the White House, for one notable 
historic example. Solar panels were first installed there in 
1978, and more recently during the Obama administration.
If you have or plan to install a metal roof, integrated solar 
film may be an option. So is concealing the solar array on 
the back side of the roof. The flat, reflective panels also tend 
to blend in well on tin or standing-seam roofs. Additionally, 
thermal units solely for heating water leave a much .smaller 
footprint than those for electricity.

ABOVE Englerfs SunNet building-integrated photovoltaic (BIPV) 
system on a metal roof qualifies for LEEO energy credits.

CLEAN BURN
HAVE THE CHIMNEY ON A 

WOOD-BURNING FIREPLACE 

CLEANED AND INSPECTED AT LEAST 

ONCE A YEAR. BURN ONLY FULLY 

DRIED HARDWOODS TO PRODUCE A 

CLEAN, EFFICIENT HEAT OUTPUT.

FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95. 51
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QUICK MAKEOVERS ONCE IT’S 

CLEAN. SET TEMP 
CONTROLS FOR 38-42“ 

(FRIDGE! AND 0-10“ 
(FREEZER!; CONFIRM 
TEMP WITH A FRIDGE 

THERMOMETER.

[i^rJ

Tune Up the FridgeEfficient
Upgrades

To lower the running cost of a refrigerator, de-gunk the 
drain pan and vacuum the coils yearly. Always unplug 
the fridge to work on it. To clean the drain pan, remove 
the kick plate at the bottom of the refrigerator. Most 
drain pans are located toward the front, but some are in 
back, requiring you to pull the appliance away from the 
wall. The pan is a flat metal or plastic piece that usually 
rests on brackets. Pull it out gently—it may be filled with 
water! Clean it with warm water and soap, and dry it. ^ ^ 
Replace it and the kick plate, and plug the fridge back in. ’ 

Most coils are located at the back, occasionally the 
bottom. Pull the fridge away from the wall, or remove the * 
kick plate. Using the vacuum cleaner’s brush or crevice ... 
tool attachment, carefully vacuum dust from coils. Don’t 
be rough. For stubborn dirt, use a clean paintbrush to 
gently wipe. Push it in or replace the plate, and plug it in.

Save energy by blocking 
drafts and even by 

keeping the refrigerator 
running more efficiently. 

Here are three quick 
projects to tackle. 

By Lynn Elliott

in

STEP1

Replace 
Wedge 

Gaskets at 
Windows 
& Doors

The wedge-shaped 
gaskets that seal 

around windows or 
doors can become 
brittle and start to 
shrink, reducing 

their effectiveness at 
blocking infiltration 

of outside air. If 
your windows 

or doors do have 
wedge gaskets, 

you may be able to 
update them for a 

tighter fit.

Remove the old wedge gasket by cutting it and 
then pulling it out around glass. Your replace­
ment gasket should match the profile of the old 
one. Work only on one side of the window or door 
at a time. Don't pull the gaskets off both sides 
of a pane or the glass light will fall out. If neces­
sary, have a helper hold the pane in place. With 
window cleaner, spray along the edges and clean 
the window. Scrape off any stuck-on debris with a 
utility blade.

STEP 2
Measure width and length of the window. From 
the replacement gasket, cut two lengths and two 
widths, leaving a 1 "-2" excess so you can trim to 
exact fit. Start in one corner and gently but firmly 
press the gasket into the gap between glass and 
trim. Smooth it; don't leave creases. At the oppo­
site corner, cut the end straight so that it is flush 
with the trim. Repeat with the next piece. At the 
end of it, using scissors, miter both sides of the 
end so that a point is created, angling cuts slightly 
so the back of the gasket is thinner than the front. 
Press into place and continue with the other two 
sides so that a straight-cut end always meets a 
pointed end. Repeat on the other side.
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Stop Drafts
Drafts or convection currents are uncomfortable and cost money, because you will undoubtedly 
raise the thermostat to compensate. You may also be feeling infiltration of outside air. Seal 
openings including electrical and pipe outlets, and weather-strip doors and windows all through 
the house to mitigate heat transfer.

UNEXPECTED PLACES
Outlets on exterior walls may allow cold air to enter. 
Use an insulating foam gasket to block air coming 
through these openings. Turn off the electricity to the 
area; remove the outlet cover or switch plate, press 
the foam gasket over the outlet, then reattach the 
cover. If you see cracks the gasket doesn't cover, use 
foam sealant or caulk to fill them. [Turn on the elec­
tricity.) Check basement or crawl space, as well as 
under sinks along exterior walls for drafty pipe open­
ings. For cracks smaller than a V*" wide, use caulk. 
For any larger gaps, use expanding spray foam.

WINDOWS
Apply weather stripping to your windows. For case­
ments, measure and cut self-adhesive foam weather 
stripping. Place it along the top, bottom, and sides 
between window and stop moulding. For double- 
hung windows, start by measuring and attaching 
self-adhesive foam at the bottom of the sash. Do 
the same for the top. Next, measure the length of 
window sides. Using V-channel insulation, cut the 
strips, leaving l"-2" excess for trimming. With the 
window open, run the strip between the sash and the 
jamb on either side of the window. Once it's in place, 
trim to fit. Repeat on the other side.

I

DOORS
Use self-adhesive weather stripping around drafty 
doors. Apply the weatherstripping to the jamb along 
the two sides and the top. At the bottom, attach a 
vinyl or metal sweep to cover the gap between door 
and floor. Measure the width of the door and cut the 
sweep to fit. Attach with screws, making sure that the 
sweep brushes the floor to prevent infiltration of air.

"i^oMore Online
Read about air leaks, insulation, first defense at doors & windows at oldhouseonline.com/conserving-energy-in-an-old-house. 53
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TOOLS + MATERIALS

< RUGGED WRENCH
The Ridgid 24" heavy-duty 
pipe wrench is made of 
sturdy cast iron. It has an 
I-beam handle with a full

V HYDRO DRY
Equipped with patent-pending 1 mm spacers, 
HydroGap Drainable Housewrap sheds up to 100 
times more water than other weather-resistant 
barriers, preventing damaging mold and rot. in 
500-square-foot rolls: $126. Benjamin Obdyke, 
(800) 523-5261, benjaminobdyke.com

floating hook jaw that can 
handle pipes up to 3" wide. 
With a full lifetime warranty. 
$70.90. Ridgid Tool Co.. (8001
474-3443, ridgid.com

New and improved
products help with

energy conservation
as we move into fall.

• I -

< SURPRISING WARMTH
Using the sameV HISTORIC, DOUBLE-GLAZED
amount of electricityThe Nantucket is an insulated window
as a light bulb, thefeaturing recycled, historic glass on
Heated Washstandthe outside and new glass on the inside,
warms your towels.offering double glazing without the need
The Edwardian-stylefor a storm window. No need for putty.
stand is made of solideither. $1,900 and up. Cooper Windows,
brass in a selection of[860] 599-2481, cooperwindows.com
high-end finishes. The
four-legged version
is 28V2"widex21V3"

deep X 32" high. $4,300.
Sterlingham Company,
(8001 727-6317,
sterlingham. co. uk

CHINK THOSE LOGS >
Give your log house the look of

historical mortar chinking with Log
Jam, an acrylic elastic chinking-joint

sealant. The material has excellent
memory and will stretch, compress.

and absorb movement over and over
again. Five-gallon pail: $229.49. Sashco,

(800) 767-5656, logsaintwood.com
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Hot Water, Cool Savings
Almost every type of water heater now offers improved efficiency—even that dinosaur, the 
storage-tank heater. By Mary EUen Poison

water. That said, the most important fac­
tor in choosing a new heater is the first- 
hour rating (FHR) for storage-tank water 
heaters and the gallons-per-minute rating 
(GPM) for tankless water heaters.

In essence, these ratings tell you how 
quickly you’ll run out of hot water when 
multiple users are draining the taps.

A professional can help you estimate 
what FHR or GPM your household 
needs. For a storage unit, you’ll also need 
to know the recovery rate—how fast the 
heater can replenish water as it’s drawn 
from the tank. In most cases, this will

depend on the burner size (in BTUs) and 
heat-transfer efficiency.

Another important consideration is 
the energy factor (EF), a measure of the 
amount of hot water produced per unit of 
fuel consumed over a typical day. Wliile a 
high EF is desirable, it doesn’t necessar­
ily mean that the option with the highest 
EF will be most cost efficient. That will 
depend on your climate and how and 
when you typically use hot water. For 
more information on estimating costs and 
efficiency, see energy.gov/energysaver/ 
selecting-new-water-heater.

Conventional water heaters
consume as much as 20 percent of 

your home’s energy budget. New federal 
energy mandates now require greater ef­
ficiency for nearly all residential heaters, 
regardless of fuel. While most tankless 
systems already exceed the new stan­
dards, others are catching up, especially 
condensing and hybrid water heaters.

The size of the house, the number 
of people in the household, the type 
of power available (gas or electric, for 
example), and climate considerations all 
have a bearing on heating options for hot

^ STORAGE TANK
The most familiar household water 
heater is a 50-gallon insulated tank 
that heats and stores water. (Larger 
and smaller size tanks are also avail­
able.) Newer models offer better tank 
insulation and higher ER ratings. 
PROS They cost only a few hundred 
dollars each, and can be installed by 
a plumber in just a couple of hours. 
They’re most efficient when powered

by natural or LP gas.
CONS Keeping water in the tank hot 
on standby means higher overall en­
ergy consumption and costs. It’s still 
possible to deplete all the hot water at 
one time, too, if too many people are 
drawing it down at the same time.

LEFT The Westinghouse stainless steel 
electric hot water heater has an energy 
factor lEFl of .95.

T
•1 TANKLESS/ON-DEMAND

Rather than storing water, a 
tankless water heater fires 
up the heating unit when the 
demand is made.
PROS Tankless units are usu­
ally smaller and more compact 
that storage tank heaters.
'Fhey are significantly more 
fuel efficient, especially when 
powered by gas.
CONS Tankless water heaters 
usually require significantly 
higher set-up costs (thou­
sands of dollars instead of 
hundreds) due to require­
ments for larger gas lines and 
the installation of flues.

4

^ HEAT PUMP/HYBRID
Heat pump and hybrid water 
heaters pull heat out of warm 
air in an uncooled space like a 
garage or attic to heat hot water. 
PROS Ideal in temperate to 
warm climates, hybrids use 
about 60 percent less energy 
than standard electric water 
heaters. They’re slightly 
more expensive than stan­
dard tank heaters.
CONS Hybrids require up to 
1,000 cubic feet of space to 
work properly.

t POINT OF USE
Spot water heaters work on the same 
principle as tankless heaters but de­
liver water to only one point: the sink 
in a kitchen or bathroom, for example. 
PROS A point-of-use heater can 
reduce water waste and dramati­
cally shorten waits for hot water at 
frequently used locations.
CONS Can be noisy.

ABOVE Heatworks' Model 1 is an 
electric, digital water heater that can 
be used to heat a small house.

LEFT The Accelera from Stiebel- 
Eltron heats water by drawing on 
air in a basement or garage.

ABOVE The Tronic 3000T spot water heater 
from Bosch costs less than $200.
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CONDENSING
A condensing heater captures 
hot combustion gases that are 
normally vented out of a stan­
dard unit and routes them to a 
series of sealed coils. Water flows 
around the coils, collecting most 
of the heat before the cooled 
gases are finally exhausted.
PROS Condensing water heaters 
can be more energy efficient 
than many tankless water heat­
ers, and cheaper to install.
CONS Condensing units are more 
expensive tlian conventional 
heaters, and can only be used in 
homes with natural or LP gas.

t SOLAR
Solar panel cells mounted on 
the roof absorb heat from the 
sun and deliver it to a closed- 
loop system that seiwes the 
hot-water tank.
PROS Solar water heaters 
work best in sunny climates, 
where they can reduce 
water heating costs to nil 
on days with abundant 
sunshine. Installation may 
qualify for up to a 30 per­

cent tax credit through state 
and federal programs.
CONS On cloudy days, a back­
up system is required. Placing 
solar panels on a historic 
building can be problematic. 
Despite tax incentives, it can 
still take 10 to 30 years to 
recover installation costs.

RI6HT Rheem's 48-gallon high effi­
ciency, direct vent condensing water 
heater can supply more than 90 gal­
lons of hot water in the first hour.

ABOVE Panels for solar water heat­
ers usually have a smaller footprint 
than those for overall heating.

PRESEmnON
Products, inc.
Protminf America's heritage, 
one {oiutmoric at a lime.M.TEIXEIRA SOAPSTONE

Domestic and Imported Soapstone for 
Commercial and Residential Applications

tJlwTJersey
San Francisco
Denver ^ ^

Acrymax* Coatings are dependable, 
durable, high performance coatings. They 

offer proven solutions for protecting 
and weatberproofmg buildings of all types.

Washington DC
877.478.8170

Metal Roof Restoration 
Recover Low-slope Roofs 
Masonry Wall Coatings 

Protective Coatings

1-800-553-0523
www.preservationproducts.coinapstones.com
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TURN YOUR DREAMS INTO

RE LITY

Marmoleum* Click is a high quality, easy to install flooring system made from natural 
materials. Available in a wide choice of colors, this water- resistant floor is ideal for every 
room in your home. Marmoleum* Click comes in 12'x 36'panels and 12" x 12'squares 
and features a patented dick system, which guarantees easy, problem-free installation. 
Because it's easy to clean, Marmoleum* Click makes life easier for people with asthma, 
allergies and other respiratory disorders. With Marmoleum* Click, it really is easy to 
turn your wildest dreams into a beautiful reality.

Victorian
LIGHTING WORKS

marmoleum
ii TniTi

coMMrmD TO THC HEALTHcreating better environments

is

2923
Elegant Affordable 

Wooden Radiator Cabinets

Thk Pi:KFEcr Cover-upP.O. BOX 469
251 S. Pennsylvania AvE 
Centre E4all, PA 16828 

814-364 9577 I' Rjr an on>site measuring appointment 
check our website under '.Sales & Events'. 

Contact us for a free brochure

VLWORKS.COM aim.»i7.9nowww.woodenradialorcahinet.com
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STUFF ^cron^i/h screwed up

Our 165-year-old interior 
doors sometimes pop open 

without human help.
Do we have a ghost?

THE FIX
Old doors fail to shut properly, or 
swing open and shut by them­
selves, for any number of reasons. 
Houses tend to settle over time, 
which can mean the doorways 
are no longer plumb and square.

Check the hinge first. If the 
pins are not stacked directly 
above each other, they tend to 
bind and pop the door open. If so, 
remove the hinge and tighten it in 
a vise to bring it back into align­
ment. Or replace it with a similar 
salvaged or reproduction hinge.

If the door is warped or out of 
square, don't try to fix it. It's bet­
ter to trim the stop on the door 
jamb [the upright piece of the 
door frame) where it's rubbing. 
Shave just a few millimeters at 
a time with a rabbet plane. Then 
adjust the position of the striker 
plate [mating hardware for the 
latch) until everything lines up— 
or the door stops popping open, 
whichever comes first.

If the jamb [framing] is out of 
square, trim the top or bottom 
of the door where it binds, again 
shaving just a bit at a time. Adjust 
the striker plate as needed.

If the latch is still misaligned 
with the striker plate, find out 
how much. Rub a lumber crayon 
on the plate and close the door; 
the latch bolt will scrape off the 
crayon mark, indicating how 
close it comes to the hole. If the 
alignment is off by more than 
Vu", shift the location of the plate: 
Remove it and reposition it on the 
jamb so that the hole surrounds 
the bolt location. Scribe around 
the outside of the plate with a 
sharp knife, then around the 
inside of the hole with a pencil. 
Chisel out the bolt hole. Screw 
the striker plate in perfectly flush, 
then make sure the latch bolt 
sinks easily into the striker plate 
hole when the door is closed.

Our larmhouse was built around 1850. We love the old 
interior doors, which still have their original hardware, 
sometimes they quietly swing open, with no one nearby. 
During the day, I find the idea of a ghost romantic. But not 
so much when I’m home alone at night. —Kathy Stein

Share Tour Story!
a What have you, your spouse, pet, contractor, previous owner [you 

get the picture) screwed up? Email us at lviator@aimmedia.com.
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Sundiol Wire
Ooth-Covered Wire 
Pendants
Lamp Parts 
www.sundialwire.com

•» ii mr

rf^AN^
LLOYD
V^ICLL 9I* I * rOUNDATION

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT® DESIGN COLLECTION
i/1

|A|*

tustom-Hade Window Shades
Introducing our distinctive collection of handprinted wallpapers 

adapted from the designs of Ftank Lloyd Wright. 
Samples available online at www.bradbury.

,i< 1 -1 s »Ii^ i ^
our spetfaity is manuiaciufing auitienlic 
Vicloriau window shades wilh a variety 

oi maierials and styles.

\ •

com.

Bradbury^r Bradbury914 tenirai ilveRue | Alameda, u 945011877-522'0633

___ www.sliadesliop.coni
ART WALLPAPER S

AKCHITECTURAL 
Bei.t & PtiLc.EY Fans

from Any Job
w- Use Durhp's Rock Hard Water Putty to fill cracks and holes, 

rebuild missing material, and mold new objecte. ft permanently 
adheres in wood, plaster, and tile without shrinking.
W)u can then saw, chisel, sand, polish, and color it.

The go'to solution of demanding craftsmen 
for more than 75 years. Available from hardware, 
lumber, building material, and paint dealers 
everywhere, waterput^.com 
Donald Durham Co.
Box 804-HJ, Dos Moines, lA 50304

Woolen Mill 
Lf Fan Company* ^ i

iOmml'K.>'W,ari.liili'<liir.ir
dii..ctint '
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Lighting Whimsies from Another’s Junk

Restore

Get a load of three unique lamps that make us smile, made by a trio of salvage hounds who have 
imagination and some crafty skills. By Brian D. Coleman

When Roy Morton was scouting in the 
English countryside for his Birmingham business, Architec­
tural Heritage, he couldn’t pass up a section of crusty iron 
fencing. Not sure what to do with it, he scribbled on a paper 
napkin and soon had a sketch of an engaging table lamp that 
highlighted the finely wrought iron details.

Remember those triangular brass trivets 
your mother used to protect the tabletop from hot casseroles? 
Architect Michael Haverland was browsing in an antiques 
shop and came across a box of them. He bought the whole lot, 
even though he wasn’t sure how they’d be used. At the time, 
he was looking for wall sconces to light a narrow hallway in 
his East Hampton home. Eureka: the trivets, projecting very 
little, would screen the bulbs and add a retro touch.

IRON FENCING BRASS TRIVET

a quick remake
using ordinary objects1. CREATE A BASE

He had a base cut from Carrara marble, large enough to 
support the weight of the finished lamp land not topple 
over). The marble was etched with a quick acid wash to 
simulate age. better complementing the old iron.

1. SIMPLE PARTS
The design is straightforward. Each trivet, re-imagined as 
a shade or screen, was hung on a 'h" brass dowel anchored 
to blocking lor a stud] in the wall, allowing the trivet and its 
support to remain independent of the light source.2. MARRY THE PIECES

The iron patina was preserved with a clear matte finish, 
sprayed. A hole drilled in the center of the marble base 
holds the vertical support from the iron fence piece, se­
cured with screws and brackets on either end. The inex­
pensive, common porcelain socket was wired to the top, 
the electrical wire run down the back; the online switch is 
on the cord. The simple linen shade doesn't compete, and 
certainly looks classic.

2. ADD LIGHT
A square electrical box. easy to cover with a plate and 
narrower than the trivet, was set in the wall. lA Licensed 
electrician will be sure to size the box according to local 
code.) A standard light socket on a backing plate completed 
the sconce. Now there's a pleasing interplay of light and 
shadow in the hall.

62 FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95.



USA<HE COST
SlOO 
$ 50 
S I 5
$ a& $no

$ 10
$ as$ 35

$ 16 
J 13 
$ 35 
3 55

\R0N FENCE PIECE 
MARBLE BASE 
WIRIN6 X- BRACKETS
Linen shade & SAVE

UP TO 25%
-TCfTAL

BRASS trivet 
electrical B0X&W1RIM&

Total WITH THK KXCHANGK 
IIATI-:

GLASS INSULATOR 
WOOD BASE
galvanized pipe ilV\/lRiW6

Total

Del Moody has a background in electri­
cal engineering, and his wife, Connie, haunts salvage yards 
and thrift stores. Together, as Swan Mountain Antiques, 
they started fashioning unique lamps from vintage glass 
telephone insulators. Del lets his imagination run free, with 
bases made from everything from salvaged bowling-alley 
flooring to old barn wood, even antique smudge pots.

GLASS INSULATOR

industrial chic
1. THE BASE + ANTIQUE LIGHTING
Leaving the patina, Del cuts and planes the wood base, 
then preps it by pre-drilling holes for wiring and mounting 
a flange to hold the arms of galvanized steel pipe nipples. 
The base is finished with a light sanding and sealed with 
satin polyurethane.

+ REPRODUCTION LIGHTING

-h VINTAGE UGHTING

-h WALL LIGHTING
2. THE GLASS

+ EXTERIOR LIGHTINGThe glass insulators are then wired: a hole is carefully 
drilled in the top with a drill press, using a diamond bit with 
a water pump and a steady hand.

AT

-I-RESTORATIONS
3. THE ARMATURE
Del lays out segments of black iron or galvanized pipe nip­
ples in various lengths, plus elbows, Ts, and angles, to create 
interesting shapes for lamps with one, two, three, or more 
insulators. Sometimes he incorporates other salvage such 
as valves, knobs, or gauges into the design. Once the form is 
set, he threads the pieces onto the lamp wire, adding splices 
as needed to service the arms. Each pre-drtUed insulator is 
threaded and a small base socket attached to the end. Parts 
are tightened into place, an inline switch is installed near the 
base, and the insulator lamp begins to glow.

ESTAfiUSHED IN 1976, WE RE THE DESTINATION

TURN 
CENTURY 
LIGHTING

FOR ANTIQUE. VINTAOE & HANDMADE LIGHTING-OF THE

SHOP ONLINE TO SEE OVER 1500 UNIQIIB.QUAIJTY

& HISTORIC LIGHTING FDOTIRES.

i JgFH TOCUGHTING

SHOP ONLINE WWW.TOCL.CA
TOLL FREE 1.888327.1825FREE SHIPPING TORONTO
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DO THIS. NOT THAT

How to Remove Paint From Brick
Brick, an ancient building material, is principally fired clay, a ceramic. During the firing process, 
a thin hard “skin” forms on all surfaces of the bricks. Early brick was fired at relatively low 
temperatures so that the “fireskin” was thin by comparison to today’s brick. Properly maintained, 
even the softer bricks of previous centuries can survive in good condition for hundreds of years. 
So why paint at all? Most commonly, people simply want a new or fresh look for their building. 
Sometimes the surface of the brick is in poor or deteriorating condition, and painting could 
prolong its life. When painted brick is in good shape, but you’re looking to restore it to its original 
(unpainted) appearance, use approaches that have been successful in practice. Paint removal is 
usually done with either chemical or abrasive methods. By Ray Tschoepe
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WRONG WAY
CHEMICALS ARE GENTLER
Removal of paint from brick, particularly old brick, is most 
easily and safely done through the use of chemical strippers. 
Different formulations of chemical removers will work under 
the right circumstances; manufacturers' websites can help 
you pick one. Keep in mind that choosing the wrong product 
will be messy and may even be dangerous. (Consider regula­
tions and safety concerning lead paints, too.) Many people 
have had good luck with today's less toxic strippers, like 
Peel Away 7. which often require a long dwell time. Let the 
remover work, then gently scrape off the residue and rinse 
with plenty of water and a stiff, natural-bristle brush.

BLASTING IS A NO-NO
Many well-meaning homeowners have ruined their brick or 
masonry houses by having them "professionally" sandblast­
ed. The process is fast, relatively inexpensive—and very 
harmful to the fired surface of brick. Abrasives and even 
a high-pressure power wash may irreversibly damage the 
protective layer of brick, changing the surface look and ad­
mitting moisture. That said, some lower-abrasive systems 
in the hands of professional operators have been effective, 
in that they remove mostly the coating and only the merest 
amount of surface. These methods include dry-ice blasting 
and shell blasting. I would choose chemicals.
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T\estore "Have a Question?

ASKOLD HOUSE JOURNAL Ask us at ppoore@aimmedia.com.

• In the tower of our
* 1893 Queen Anne, three 

windows are topped with what 
may be Addison pressed glass; 
stamped in the corners: Patented 
Dec. 1.91. A pane is missing, and 
dormer windows may have had 
the same glass. Do you know of a 
comparable replacement?
—Ann Graham, Sycamore, Illinois

I have quite a few pieces like this 
picked up in antiques stores— 

though not exactly the same pattern 
or size. It’s cast glass, and it’s made in 
a similar way today. You will probably 
have to have replacements custom made. 
Kokomo Opalescent Glass (kog.coni) in 
Kokomo. Indiana, could do it. They make 
many cast pieces and certainly can match 
the glass and the etched surface. Also, Ir­
win Terry and Bill Campbell at Century 
Studios in St. Paul suggest that GlassArt 
Design (glassartdesigii.coni) in Minne­
apolis might re-create the look by fusing 
or sandblasting. —Rhonda L. Deeg, RLD 
Glass Art & Restoration, Madison, Ind.

Q
qA-My 1873 Victorian house, 

like many others I’ve seen, 
has a door in bedrooms that allows 
passage to the adjoining bedroom 
without going into the hallway.
One bedroom not connected to the 
others has two doors opening to 
the hallway, one near the stair to 
the third floor. Did the set-up have 
something to do with servants?
—Daniel Ranieri, Lamhertville, JV.J. • You've talked about

* old maps as decoration 
recently and now I'm hooked.
Do you know of a source for 
re produc t ions? —Timothy Dalton, 
Los Angeles area

■ ^ Historic Urban Plans has a wide 
selection of maps, plans, city 

views, and panoramas from the 1200s 
to the early 20th century (worldwide). 
They reproduce the work on high- 
quality stock. Prices are reasonable.
Do a search or see the online catalog at 
historicurbanplans.com —Lori Viator

“Interconnecting bedroom doors allowed occupants to 
^ communicate without being seen in public areas,” says editor 
^ Brian Coleman, an expert on historic houses in Britain and 

the U.S. “It worked for a variety of functions: easy access to 
infants, or for husbands and wives who kept separate but connected bedrooms, 
or even to allow a servant or caregiver easy access. The Hill House, designed by 
C.R. Mackintosh in 1902, had this arrangement. In the photo of Mrs. Blackie’s 
bedroom, the door on the right opens directly into her husband’s room.”

I've seen bedrooms connected in such a way that one bedroom is also the pas­
sage for another—earlier ideas of privacy being more lax tharv today’s. I’ve seen 
a master or nanny bedroom connected to a nursery. I’m not sure why a bedroom 
would have two hall doors; is it possible your large bedroom once was two smaller 
chambers? —Patricia Poore
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Beauty. Elegance. 

Simplicity. Bendix Collection
Crafted by a Tradition of Elegance4

.V '■'w

m. . <1;I r/tii: ..A**
ff V TA

1Grace your home
..r

largest collection of Early

reproduced entirely by hand from original fixtures 

in museums such as Historic Deeijidd and CM Sturhrid^ Village. 

PERIOD LIGHTING chandeliers, sconces and lanterns will add 

a quiet beauty to your home and surroundings.

I-{

t.

1^1
r/ f'

CTt*

• ^ ; [i
>

»i
mPeriod Lighting Fixtures Inc.

Artisans since 1974 periodlighting.com 800 828-6990 
167 River Road Dept 41052 Clarksburg, MA 01247

i licJLJli:
Order Online or By Phone , 

1.866.963.5602 www.diningJegs.corti t

Have The Best Of Both Worlds!
V

Installed

To be Installed

Save Your Historic Windows with 
High-Tech Interior Storm Windows

10 Minute Install /10 Seconds In 110 Seconds Out

Innerglass fKj Window Systems^ LLC 
[he Compression-Fit .Advantage

stormwindows.com • 800.743.6207
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888-285-8120 www.adamsarch.com

Storm Windows
Several styles to d

choose from:
■ Traditional Storm
■ Fixed Top Combination
■ Combination
■ Self-Storing Storm

Options we offer:
■ Low-E glass
■ Insulated glass
■ Several species of wood

WARD CLAPBOARD MILL
Est. 1868

other Products VERTICAL GRAIN QUARTER SAWN 
Spruce Clapboards-

Monufocturers of historical 
verticol grain clapboords for 

restoration ond new construction

Available
Storm and Screen Doors

Windows and Sash
Entry and Interior Doors

v1. r
4

P.O. Box 1030 Waitsfield, VT 05673 • 802-496-3581

WARDCI.APBOARD.coH TECTURAL
L L W O R K CO

ABR’s WATERLESS Fireplace Cleaner is a temporary 
cleaning coating designed to remove dirt, soot, and 
contaminants, trapping them within the coating for 
easy collection and disposal, This removable mask 
requires NO WATER in its application or removal.

Applies like a thick paint - Allow to dry - Peel dirt and coating otf

4800-346-7532 www.abrp.com

American Building Restoration Products, Inc.
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The wood-burning hearth once was 
necessarily the heart of the home. The 
mantelpiece evolved into a display of 

wealth and taste, became a decorating 
tour de force during the Victorian 

era. Even in homes with central heat, 
the hearth has remained a powerful 

symbol of family. By Patricia Poore
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The fireplace, like the staircase, is a focal point and key 
element of style. Its design is a clue to the intentions of the 
builder: Does your house lean toward Greek Revival (simple 
post-and-beam mantelpiece), late Victorian (lustrous tiles 
or an oak overmantel). Craftsman (beveled mirror and ochre 
art tiles), or Colonial Revival (white paint and swags)? If it’s 
as obvious as those examples, decorating will be easy!

and a medium to large work of art centered 
on the wall above the mantel.

On a more practical concern: Old fire­
places allow heated air to go up the chimney, 
even actively drawing air out of the interior. 
Their efficiency can be improved by the use 
of a damper (at the throat above the firebox, 
or near the top of the chimney), by covering 
the firebox during cold weather, or by retro­
fitting the firebox with a stove or modem 
insert that vents into the chimney flue.

By the way, if your house has a mantel but 
no real firebox, it may have been built with 
coal-gas heat. Wood-buraing fireplaces lost 
appeal in the late 19th century, but not so the 
symbolic importance of the fireplace, so a 
traditional-looking fireplace often was built 
as a surround for a modern heat source. A 
cast-iron unit for gas heat reproduced the 
look of register grates, which already had 
made wood fireplaces more efficient; the 
gas fire contained a heating element that 
imitated the look of glowing coals. Coal-gas 
companies piped gas into houses; some 
houses had a coal furnace in the basement 
to provide the coal gas. Other faux fireplaces 
contained a furnace register.

Choose period- and style-appropriate hearth 
accessories and displays to further the point. 
If, on the other hand, your fireplaces are 
plain and mundane, you can use accesso­
ries and objects to add a style vocabulary 
to rooms.

Though decorating is personal and may 
be spare or eclectic, a nod to period style 
plays up a house’s best features. For Federal 
homes (ca. 1789-1840), consider heavy brass 
candlesticks, Chinese Export china, and an 
oil portrait. Mid-Victorian arrangements 
(ca. 1850-1875) are eclectic, with a lot of stuff: 
gilded clocks, Minton vases, figural candle­
sticks, fairy lamps with art-glass shades, 
butterflies under glass. The mantel was 
often draped in fabric.

By the Arts & Crafts period (ca. 1895- 
1925), less ostentatious displays were 
built around quality and meaning, rather 
than quantity. An English painted platter, 
turquoise pottery, artful little books, and 
copper objects were common collectibles on 
display. Certain conventions can be found 
in every period. These include candelabra at 
each end or flanking sconces on the wall, 
a clock, small objects that carry a theme,
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Dentils, swags, and pilasters are
classical elements that recur.

MANTELS
THROUGH TIME £

1
Every period had high- 
style and simple 
country examples.

j I

•rm

GEORGIAN This high-style example'is from 
the formal West Parlor at Washington's 
Mount Vernon. Other rooms have much 

simpler mantels with no topper.

. r
FEDERAL Delicate with carved, Adamesque 

ornaments, this fine example, ca. 1800, 
is by Samuel Mclntire of Salem, Mass. 

Colonial Revival mantels may be similar.
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BETTER OUTPUT
Fireplace stoves, coal grates, and efficient inserts go back a century or two. 
You can keep the look and feel of a hearth without the hassles and polluting 
particulates of open wood burning, whether the fireplace is new or old.

Just 17" wide, 
the ‘Adam’ fire 
basket with 
fireback by 
Stovax/Gazco 
is available 
for wood. coal, 
or smoke­
less fuels.

Inserts fit in small or shallow fireboxes. Gas or electric, they may be purely 
decorative or produce heat. Some are like the complete firebox outfits sold 
m the 19th century, others more like the Franklin stove linvented in 1842). 
Some mimic English coal grates—brass or cast iron baskets set with glow­
ing ' coals" or "logs” fired by gas or propane (vented through a wood-burn­
ing flue), or electricity. Ceramic-fiber "logs" have been around for a century; 
with a gas flame, the effect is close to a real wood-burning fireplace.

Even a small fireplace can take a free­
standing stove, set slightly forward of the 

firebox. Most are B-vented through 
the flue; some modern ones direct vent.

This combination cast-iron fireplace 
insert, surround with floral tiles, 

and mantel from Stovax is based on 
an original 1895 English design.

A period-style fireplace with mosaic 
tiles and a wood mantel was built 
around this efficient gas-burning 
insert in a new Craftsman home.

GREEK REVIVAL Some examples are 
blocky and plain, but this one. from 

Tennessee, has Greek key-motif 
fretwork and fluted round columns.

GOTHIC Heavy mouldings, carvings, and 
Gothic or Tudor arches are prevalent; this 
extraordinary example is at The Willows, 

built in 1853 in Morristown, N.J.

RENAISSANCE This drawing was taken 
from a Renaissance Revival mantel 
and furniture-like overmantel with 

mirror in a ca. 1860 Italianate house.



MANTELSCAPES
Bring out the inherent [or preferred) style of your house with a well-dressed mantel and hearth.

Edward Curtis prints of Native Americans. 
When a mirror was used, often it was 
beveled glass set into mouldings over the 
hearth, rather than a florid piece hung on 
the wall as in previous periods.

Finish the look; So many offerings 
are out there, from hand-forged tools to 
Art Nouveau screens. Generally, brass 
looks better in classical Colonial Revival 
and formal Victorian homes, while iron 
blends with rustic. Craftsman, and 
Spanish interiors.

your style. Colonial Revival displays are 
symmetrical, sometimes obsessively so. 
Arts & Crafts arrangements also may use 
symmetry, but often have an unstudied 
feeling with asymmetrical placement of 
objects, balanced by height or volume.

THE MANTEL SHELF Early on, a display 
of imported china and glass telegraphed 
wealth and worldliness. Consider travel 
photos in frames; pottery; candlesticks; 
vases with or without flowers; leather- 
bound books; framed art tile; antique 
ceramics; collectibles such as boxes, 
glassware, silver and pewter; small 
statues; even finds from nature—a bird's 
nest, a branch or driftwood, pinecones, 
seashells. Choose a theme, and do 

‘ clutter" only if your house is Victorian.
The arrangement itself helps define

This one is in General Grant's 
1860s parlor in Galena, Illinois.

OVER THE MANTEL Traditional options 
for the wall over the mantel include 
artwork, a mirror, taxidermy, or a textile. 
In the first quarter of the 20th century, art 
was often a plein-air or landscape paint­
ing, a portrait, or such period favorites as

t

AESTHETIC Look for a certain delicacy, 
incising, fan ornaments, and Victorian 
tiles in Aesthetic Movement fireplaces; 
Anglo-Japanese elements may appear.

TUDOR This carved wood mantel with a 
flattened Tudor arch dates to the 1840s- 

50s, but the style was revived for later 
Tudors and baronial English houses.

ITALIANATE Marble [or faux-finished 
slate} mantels like this one were com­

mon in the 1860s and later, especially for 
Second Empire and Italianate homes.



A summary of American fireplace design at oldhouseonUne.com/history-of-the-fireplace.

ABOVE This bungalow living
room is in California.
OPPOSITE, LEFT TO RIGHT

Victorian excess, well
curated: an ornate mantel
clock, ceramic pots and
exotic vases, and peacock
feathers set atop an
embroidered mantel scarf.
Blue and green art pottery
is displayed under a plein- 
air painting in an Arts & 
Crafts house. Flanking 
sconces and crystal are 
classics, as in this formal

ARTS & CRAFTS While brick was more 
common, here matte-glazed tiles are 

flanked by built-in bookcases and small 
casement windows in the frieze.

MODERN Unembellished, a brick masonry 
core anchors a 1955 house designed with 
reference to the Usonian houses of Frank 

Lloyd Wright. The firebox is raised. Tudor home.

FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95. 77



TDesign
VINTAGE VISION

Icons of the Colonial Revival
Depicted in a hand-tinted photogi'aph by Wallace Nutting, dating to 
ca. 1910-193OS, this is one of his many nostalgic stagings of colonial life.

furmture.com (1861-1941)—pastor, antiquarian, 
author, photographer, and furniture 
maker—all but created 20th-century 
Colonial Revival symbolism: the good 
old days as we wish they had been.

colors, country 
braidhouse.com

Whafs a big colonial hearth 
without forged iron and the 
occasional meal cooked over 
the fire? Find cranes and pots, 
reflector ovens, andirons, and 
tools, historichousefitters.com
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Largest Manufacturer and Distributor of Forged Builder's Hardware in the US
Door Hardware | Born Hardware | Cabinet Hardware | Shutter Hordwore
Grilles & Grates I Bath Hordwore I Ceromic Hardware | Nails | Radiant Baseboards

Acornmfg.com | 800-835-0121

Premium Quality Registers & Grilles
LIFEIMME GUARANI'EEEnviASll-mountpj

energy saving
heats room for as little as 
4 cents per hour*

1t'ultra-safe
leave urtattended 24/7; 
cool to the touch

m
healthy
fanless - doesn't blowdust 
& allergens or dry the air

effective
100% Pure Stack Convection; 
gentle whole room warmth!

silent
fanless design, auto dimming 
power light

easy install
installs in minutes, no drill; 
hardvrtred & plug-rn models

stylish
slim space saving design,
19’ widex2'thin!

a
h'i.' ■

'■fi

[

Solid Brass ■ Cast Iron • Aluminum ■ Wood

AMERICAN CRAFTSMANSHIP

ReggioRegister.com 1.800.880.3090
eheat.com 1-800-807-0107
(•visit webateforcletails) | 10%OFFCoupon;OWIIMIO | 2ormo'e1S4i>OFFG»fxn;CH/l (1415 | Fr««SMpptn9*
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KITCHENS + BATHS

A Gathering 
Room
An existing addition is recast 
as an eat-in kitchen in a ca. 1816 
Pennsylvania stone house.
By Patricia Poore

Housed in the former summer kitchen 
and addition, this new space has the look 
of a service wing or converted porch. The 
structure was connected to the stone 
house in the 1940s, and had morphed into 
two dated spaces. Because many of the 
rooms in the old house are small, the fam­
ily wanted one big gathering space.

The homeowners tackled structural 
work, installed period-correct windows 
and doors, and laid the brick-tile flooring. 
Cabinets and island were built by Kevin 
Ritter of Timeless Kitchen Cabinetry 
(timelesskitchendesign.net). Door and 
moulding details are true to period, and 
the finish is distressed milk paint. Serving 
as both worktable and gathering spot— 
and for buffet service—the island fonns a 
galley w ith the opposite wall. A cooktop 
and under-counter oven are integrated 
into the island. The sink, solid stone 
with the basin cut out for no seams, is an 
innovative design by Bucks County Soap­
stone. Radiant heat was installed beneath 
Inglenook Tile’s brick flooring. Nothing 
detracts from the compatible design.

2. APPROPRIATE MATERIALS
Wood, soapstone, brick, iron, wool; 
everything used in the kitchen is 
natural, has a long history, and will 
age gracefully. Over time, marks of 
wear will only add patina.

1. CABINETS: KEY TO DESIGN
Cabinets cued by furniture lend a time­
less look. Door mouldings and crown 
details are period classics,- kick spaces 
are made to look like furniture legs; 
the authentic milk-paint finish is 
gently distressed.
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Among the full line of 
Williamsburg Black­
smiths' reproduction 

hardware, lighting, 
and accessories: the
bean-and-spear iron

cabinet puli. $4.50.
Williamsburg

blacksmiths.com

These classic white pedestal or footed 
stoneware bowls with a hand-painted 
glaze are made in Portugal for Pottery 

Barn. 'Gabriella' serving bowl. 8" high x 
13" dia. $55 each, potterybarn.com

High-fired ceramic clay tiles, about 
Vi' thick, create the look of brick 

flooring [but easier to lay and main­
tain). Inglenook's Homestead Collec­
tion offers tumbled, straight-edge, 
and rustic brick tiles in a variety of 

textures and colors, inglenooktile.com

Martin’s authentic comb-back 
Windsor armchair in maple 
may be ordered in your 
choice of stains, antiqued, jj 
or oil and wax finish.
Classic turned legs k V i 
(shown) or bamboo V\ | 
style, $697. U
martinschair.com

3. MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS
That this is a family room with a big 
hearth makes the working kitchen less 
noticeably modern. Windsor chairs and a 
tavern table on a braided rug create 
a period room; opposite the island, one 
wall of built-ins essentially forms an 
unobtrusive galley kitchen.

4. FINISHING DETAILS
Multi-light sash, blacksmith-made 
hardware (including rat-tail hinges), early 
chandeliers with tapers, and a period 
palette of iron-oxide red and buttermilk 
allude to the age of the 1816 house.
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FAVORITE THINGS

Light Moods
My roundup of authentic reproductions and 
inspired work includes something for homes 
of every vintage and style. By Mary EUen Poison

1. INDUSTRIAL CHIC
The brass bracket light is true to the 
bare-bones appearance of many early 
electric lights, but with a cleaner look. 
The fixture measures 10" high x 5" wide. 
$275. PW Vintage Lighting, 1866] 561- 
3158, pwvintagelighting.com

2. LITTLE HOUSE LIGHT
Accented with peek-a-boo dormers on the 
hipped cap, the Cottage Lantern exterior 
pendant comes in sizes from 6" to 16" tall. 
It’s shown as a 10" pendant in black with 
clear seedy glass and window overlay. 
$585. Brass Light Gallery, (800) 243-9595, 
brasslightgaUery.com

3. ON REFLECTION
Based on an 18th-century original, the 
Hall Tavern Supper Room chandelier uses 
reflectors mounted behind serpentine 
candle arms to cast light. Fabricated from 
tin and steel, it measures 13" high x 13" 
wide. $912. Period Lighting Fixtures,
1413) 66A-7]A], periodlighting.com

4. SHADES OF TIFFANY
Constructed of steel in an Imperial 
Bronze finish, the Jewel table lamp 
includes a shade with more than 360 
pieces of Tiffany art glass. It's 2T/2" high 
X 16" wide x 16" deep. $297.90. House 
of Antique Hardware, (888) 223-2545, 
houseofantiquehardware.com

5. COMPACT BEAUTY
Shown with amber glass shades, the Arts 
& Crafts ceiling light is a reproduction 
of an antique pan light fixture. The base 
plate measures 10%” in diameter. $639. 
Vintage Hardware & Lighting, (360) 379- 
9030, vintagehardware.com
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Serial restorer Mary Ellen Poison is known 
for her discerning eye for period furnishings.

LUl

6. LINEAR GEOMETRY
The Modern Prairie large outdoor 
pendant is defined by its bold tapering 
shade and drop overlays. It comes in 
multiple finishes and three glass color 
choices. The light measures 15" high 
X 9.4" wide. It retails for $600. From 
Hubbardton Forge, 1800) 826-4766, 
hubbardtonforge. com

7. CELESTIAL DEVICE
The ArmilLary Sphere chandelier features 
hand-cut stars and a cast-brass arrow­
head within an array of balanced rings 
suspended on a chain drop. It measures 
38" high x 28" in diameter. Made to order. 
$3,875. Authentic Designs, 1800) 844- 
9416, authenticdesigns.com

8. VICTORIAN ECLECTIC
Ornately fashioned with rope and torch 
motifs in solid polished brass, the small 
electric sconce is based on an authentic 
Victorian gaslight design. The fixture 
projects 12". $268. Shades, your choice, 
run $16 to $45. Victorian Lighting Works, 
(814) 364-9577. vlworks.com

9. TRUE GREENE & GREENE
The Blacker House (Pasadena) chain- 
mount lantern features multiple cutouts 
backed with art glass and a free-form 
vine overlay. In solid brass, it measures 
36" wide x 9V2" high. $6,500. Wentworth 
Avenue Lighting, (800) 577-6679, 
wentworthavenueUghting.com

10. IN CLAY AND MICA
The Craftsman Ginkgo lamp features a 
pottery base by Ephraim Faience and 
a mica Lampshade impressed with ginkgo 
leaves. Available with either an almond 
or amber mica shade, it's 19" high. $975. 
William Morris Studio, (707) 745-3907, 
wiUiammorrisstudio.com
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A fireback is a cast-iron plate that sits at the back of a fireplace to protect the 
masonry from intense heat. Decorative firebacks date to colonial times and 
may have survived for hundreds of years. Renaissance-man J. Del Conner— 

liistoiian, aitist, inventor, and amateui'astronomer—was woi*kingas a grapliic 
designer when a chimneysweep told him about the iron plates he was finding 

in old fireplaces. Intrigued, Conner explored fireback designs at nearby mu­
seums. He founded Pennsylvania Firebacks in 1979, and a few years later was 

offei*ing fine cast-iron reproductions including a collection from Winterthur.
The process involves a design sketch, a 3-D pattern sculpted in beeswax, a 

plaster mold, an alumimun casting, and a mold for molten iron poured at a 
foimdiy. The company offers historical reproductioiis and more than 30 of 

Conner's own tradition-based designs. Del Conner also invented Saf-T-Boots, 
a support system to hold the fireback in position relative to the hearth floor 

and back wall. Pennsylvania Firebacks, (215) 722-1221, fireback.com

84 FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 95,



Check Out Our 
Historically 
Accurate,
Euergy Efticieut 
Smart Wiudows.

COOPER WINDOWS

• Mortise & tenon true-divided
wood windows

• Single pane vintage glass or
insulated vintage glass

• Standard or integrated
roll-down screens

• New! Integrated roll-down 200 
mph hurricane/security shutter*

‘patent pending

(860) 599.2481 • www.cooperwindows.com34THIRTEENTH AVE NE. MPLS. MN // 612.781.6409

PACIFIC Ann Wallace
REGISTER COMPANY

Prairie Textiles

^^toiWxWxWjLW  ̂ j
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The leading manufacturer of decorative registers, grilles and vent covers.

Our uniquely crafted products are designed to give a horn or 
commercial space the style, beauty and character you are lookingfor.

i.ow in price and high in quality 
All of out products are proudly made in the USA 

Sold direct to the end user. We are NOT a reseller and do not sell to resellers.

Curtains, roller shades,! 
bedding, table linens, ] 
embroidered and J
stencilled. 
www.annwallace.com • 213-614-1757

Cast aluminum registers, powder coated finish

www.pacificregisterco.com
S (844) 487-7500 ® info'.! ilicrcgistc'rto.ci'm
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ENERGY SAVING

Allied Window, Inc.
The Culbertson Mansion cried out for 

Custom "Invisible'Storm Windows*-w'\tU bent glass 
for the Queen Anne turret windows. Allied Window 
answered the call. Interior or exterior or applica­
tions, custom colors, special shapes, and special 

glazing are all routine. Our abilities meet the 
needs of the professional in the field or the home- 
owner-for the conventional to the extraordinary.

800-445-5411; www.invisiblestorms.com

Adams Architectural Millwork Co.
We fabricate historically accurate wood windows, 
window sash, storm windows, doors, storm doors, 

shutters, and other millwork. Individually 
crafted to your specifications including energy 

efficient insulated glass, tru-divided lites, 
restoration glass; custom shapes, sizes and 
styles; round top. curved, weight & pulley. 

888-285-8120; www.adamsarch.com

Americana
Americana offers the entire Devenco line of 
high quality, custom-manufactured window 

coverings, including old-fashioned wood roll-up 
Porch shades, Colonial Wooden Blinds. 

Georgian and Plantation movable-louver 
shutters and Raised panel shutters. 

800-269-5697; www.shutterblinds.com

Arch Angle Windows & Doors
A manufacturer of high end specialty shape 
storm windows and doors. Arch Angle all 
aluminum storm products are individually 
hand crafted to complement the historic 

requirements or distinctive architecture of 
the homes, churches and commercial 

buildings they protect. 
800-548-0214; www.archangleohio.com

Architectural Components
Reproduction and custom windows, 
doors and architectural millwork, 

413-367-9441
www.architecturalcomponentsinc.com

Climate Seal
Climate Seal Acoustic Window Inserts are an 

ideal choice for residential and historical 
applications. The Climate Seal System can help 
reduce heating costs, drafts, irritating noises 

and harmful ultraviolet rays. 
877-773-7379; www.climateseal.com

Cooper Windows
Manufacturing mortise & tenon, true-divided 

wood windows with single-pane vintage glass or 
insulated vintage glass. Custom screens 

available. Featuring our integrated roll-down, 
200 mph hurricane/security shutter.

Deploys remotely from your smart phone or tablet, 
protecting your home from hurricanes, 
burglary and vandalism,*patent pending 
860-599-2481; www.cooperwindows.com

C.M.F. Engineering, Inc.
Perimeter baseboard heat provides the best 
available technology for comfort, zoning, and 
overall heating efficiency. Finally a perimeter 
baseboard system that complements your fine 
furnishings because these custom baseboards 

are made from furniture grade hardwoods. 
413-567-1175

www.custombaseboardheat.com

eHeat.com
Envi Wall-Mounted Room Heater

Energy saving, ultra-safe, healthy, effective, 
silent, easy to install, stylish 

800-807-0107; www.eheat.com
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FireplaceX
The FireplaceX® Ironworks^” Face for gas 

fireplaces is completely hand-crafted and forged 
to feature a custom old world design with 

hammered, textured surfaces, beveled edges 
and beautiful double doors. 

800-654-1177; www.fireplacex.com

Heatworks Technologies
Does your tank water heater run out of hot water? 

Visit www.myheatworks.com to see how 
the MIX can increase your available hot 

water capacity by 50-100%. 
888-506-2821; info(3isitechnology.com

Energy Saving Products Ltd.
The Hi-Velocity System is a Small Duct Central 
Heating & AirConditioning System, suitable for 
historic remodels, retrofits, new construction, 

recreational properties, and commercial applica­
tions. Designed to fit where other systems cannot! 

www.hi-velocity.com

Innerglass Window Systems
Custom glass interior storm windows for energy 

conservation and soundproofing. An interior 
storm that outperforms almost any replacement, 

yet maintains the integrity and beauty of your 
historic house. Invisible from the outside.

Perfect for screened porches, too. 
800-743-6207; www.stormwindows.com

Lopi Stoves
The Rockporf” Hybrid-Fyre® by Lopi® is 

one of the cleanest burning, most efficient 
wood stoves in the world and combines 

beautiful European castings with 
optimum performance and 

solid construction. 
800-654-1177; www.lopistoves.com

Indow Window Inserts
Window inserts that instantly block cold 

drafts, increase energy efficiency and hush 
outside noise. Award-winning design is 

easy to install and remove.
Perfect for historic windows. 

503-822-3805 
www.indowwindows.com

.4
a:?

4Pacific Register Company
State-of-the-art facility manufactures antique 

registers, decorative registers, heat vent covers, 
and other architectural products that are of 
superior quality at the most competitive and 
affordable price. Made right here in the USA. 
805-487-7900; www.pacificregisterco.com

M. Teixeira Soapstone
Soapstone masonry heaters offer beauty, efficien­
cy, and a timeless technology that cannot be found 

in standard wood-burning stoves, are incredibly 
efficient because of soapstone’s thermal mass. 

They are exempt from EPA regulations inherently 
clean-burning due to their high burn rates.

877 478-8170
www.soapstone-woodstove.com

Reggio Registers
Premium quality, cast iron, solid brass, aluminum, 
steel, and wood grilles and registers. Historic and 

modern designs in the widest selection of sizes 
with quick shipping. Reggio’s grilles are 

hand-crafted in America and Guaranteed for Life. 
844-834-9949 - www.reggioregister.com
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Runtal Electric Baseboard
Runtal unveils their new electric panel radiators. 

This revolutionary patent pending technology 
combines high outputs and low surface 

temperatures with the fine design and outstanding 
quality that one expects from Runtal. 

Available in 120, 208or 240 volts in 100 colors. 
800-526-2621; www.runtalnorthamerica.com

SpacePak
SpacePak HVAC systems utilize unique 

flexible ductwork and is minimally 
invasive to install and while 

protecting architectural integrity. 
www.spacepak.com

Rheem
Continuous Comfort; Enough Hot Water for All 

Your Daily Adventures® New Rheem® Prestige® 
Tankless Water Heaters provide constant hot 

water all daylong, plus save you energy, water, 
and money from day one—and for years to come. 

www.rheemtankless.com/morehotwater

The Unico System
The Unico System brings energy efficient central 

heating and air conditioning to older homes. 
The small, flexible ducts weave above ceilings 

and below floors, saving space and 
preserving original architectural features. 

Small round and slotted outlets come in 
dozens of finishes to match your decor. 

800-527-0896 
www.unicosystem.com

Valor Fireplaces
The Valor Windsor Arch Gas Fireplace Timeless 

beauty and bold craftsmanship highlight 
Victorian castings and chrome detailing. 

Radiant, glowing flames provide steady comfort 
for many years to come. Unique in design and 
function, the Windsor Arch combines modern 
technology with a subtle hint of distinction and 

elegance from a time once forgotten. 
www.valorfireplaces.com

Wooden Radiator
Cabinet Company The Perfect Cover-Up!

The Wooden Radiator Cabinet Company provides the 
finest custom-built cabinets in the country, turning 

eyesores into elegant and functional furniture. 
We offer durable, elegant and affordable radiator 
and baseboard covers, PTAC, fan coil covers and 

bookcases from classic to contemporary. Just push 
them in place for an elegant cabinet or window seat. 
800-817-9110; www.woodenradiatorcabinet.com

American Building 
Restoration Products, Inc.

ABR WATERLESS Fireplace Cleaner 
is a temporary cleaning coating designed to 

remove soot, dirt and grime from your 
fireplace. Apply, let it dry and peel the dirt away. 

The creamy, opaque color allows for an even 
and "easy to see" application. May be used on 
interior and exterior surfaces, and requires 

NO WATER in its application or removal. 
800-346-7532; www.abrp.com

TM

Wooten Mill Fan Company
Woolen Mill fans are crafted in a rural 
studio using real iron, solid bronze and 

solid mahogany wood blades. Visually they 
compliment both historical as well as 

contemporary room designs. 
717-382-4754

www.architecturalfans.com

Abatron, Inc
Banish cracks forever with KRACK KOTE* crack 
repair kit for dry wall and plaster. Makes perma­

nent, invisible repairs to walls and ceilings quickly 
and easily! Retains flexibility and does not shrink. 

www.abatron.com

88



ADVERTISEMENT

Ann Wallace
We have been providing window treatments 

for period homes for more than 24 years. 
Please view our custom hand painted or stenciled 
roller shades and appligueed curtains with period 

hardware. Patterns, stencil templates and kits 
as well. Extensive library of applique and 

stencil designs to choose from. 
213-614-1757; www.annwallace.com

Authentic Designs
Handcrafting exquisite 18th and 19th century 

reproduction lighting for 3 generations in Vermont 
for homeowners, designers and architects. 

American made. UL listed. ArmiUary chandelier 
in solid brass, 38" H x 28" Diam.

Available in custom finishes. 
800-844-9416; www.authenticdesigns.com

The Barn Door Hardware Store
The Barn Door Hardware Store makes and sells 
the highest quality sliding barn door hardware 

at the best prices. Made in America with durable 
3/16" steel and cast iron wheels. 

www.thebarndoorhardwarestore.com

Bucks County Soapstone
Soapstone is a simple contributor to its environ­

ment never dominating the scene. This slant front 
hand-built sink is accessorized with our recessed 

and runnels combination drainboard. 
215-249-8181; www.bcsoapstone.com

Carlson's Barnwood Company
Reclaimed antique flooring in oak. pine, 

and other species. Barnwood planks and beams. 
800-734-5824; www.carlsonsbarnwood.com

Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wallpapers
The opulent, hand-printed "St. James", shown 
here in Ruby, View our entire collection of fine 

wallpapers and order samples online. 
707-746-1900 ; www.bradbury.com

■T

TransitionEntry Door Mode Screen Door Mode

Christie’s Wood and Glass
The Breeze! America's answer to the Dutch Door.

The beauty of a handcrafted entry door.
The functions of both an entry and screen door. 

See the video and gallery. It's magic! 
Custom Entry way builders for over 35 years. 

www.entryways.com

Carreaux du Nord
The small working studio of Carreaux du Nord 

has been making handmade tile for architectural 
projects and decorative use since 1995. To see 

more art tiles please visit our website. 
920-553-5303; www.carreauxdunord.com

Chelsea Decorative Metal Co.
Pressed tin for backsplashes, walls and 

ceilings. Art deco to Victorian styles that come 
in 3". 6", 12" and 24" repeat patterns. New copper 

and hand painted finishes available. 
713-721-9200; www.tinman.com
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The Color People
EVERYONE DREAMS IN COLOR 

For 30 years we have been making people's 
dreams come true all over America with our 
famous mail order service. We create color 

schemes for every style and era of buildings, 
residential and commercial.

303-308-0220; www.colorpeople.com

Colonialplankfloors.com
We Create Floors with Passion!

Our hand crafted plank floors are characterized 
by solid hardwood planks up to 13 feet long with 
amazing texture and beautiful hand rubbed fin­

ishes. Great choice for traditional American style. 
215-997-3390; www.colonialplankfloors.com

Clay Squared to Infinity
Handmade tiles for kitchens, bathrooms, 

and fireplaces that feel original to the home. 
30 earthy, full-bodied colors are available. 
Dozens of distinctive one-of-a-kind artisan 

designed tiles and trims to choose from. 
Order a free catalog today. 

612-781-6409; www.claysquared.com

'IB
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Coppa Woodworking, Inc.

High quality, custom made wood screen and 
storm doors. Over 300 designs, various wood 

types and finishes, made to any size.
Arch tops, dog doors, security doors, window 

screens and storm windows are also available. 
Made in the USA. Available direct, nationwide. 
310-548-4142; www.coppawoodworking.com

Cooper Lace
Cooper Lace offers the widest range of historic 

lace curtains in Arts & Crafts. Victorian, Art Deco, 
and Neo-Classical styles. Woven in Scottish 

cotton with custom lengths available. 
866-447-8055 

www.cooperlace.com

J.S. Benson Woodworking & Design
Making the finest custom doors, windows and 

architectural millwork since 1978.
We manufacture beautiful products that 

deliver a 100+ year service life with exceptional 
environmental performance. 

802-398-2003; www.jsbenson.com

Elmira Stove Works
Vintage-styled Northstar appliances from Elmira 
Stove Works are available in gas. electric or dual 
fuel; nine colors... ranges, fridges, microwaves, 

hoods, dishwashers. Also available in 109Ds 
antique styles. As shown $4,495 M5RP. 

800-295-8498; www.elmirastoveworks.com

Crown Point Cabinetry
Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the finest 

quality custom cabinetry for your entire home. 
Period styles include Shaker, Arts & Crafts, 
Early American, Victorian. Transitional and 
Contemporary. Available direct nationwide, 

800-999-4994; www.crown-point.com

Crown City Hardware
We’ve added new traditional design knob 

and escutcheon sets to our collection. 
Affordable, high quality sets 
that are a fantastic value. 

www.res1oration.com
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A Field
! Guide to 

American ^ 
Houses

»

The Definilive Guide to Idencifyini 
and Underatanding Amwice's 
Domestic Arduterture

McAlesterVirginia Savage

Franmar
Blue Bear products are the effective, safe, and 

affordable replacements of traditional hazardous 
products in the marketplace, such as methylene 
chloride. Finish your restoration projects easily 

and safely without going over budget. 
800-538-5069

www.franmar.com/consumer-products

A Field Guide to American Houses: 
New Revised Edition

The most comprehensive and widely acclaimed 
guide to domestic architecture. Acknowledged 
everywhere as the unmatched, essential guide 

to American houses. Now available in paperback 
and enhanced eBook with expandable photos.

Forbo Flooring
Create a beautiful, healthy home with Marmoleum 

Modular tile. Mix and match our palette of 59 
colors and 4 coordinated tile sizes to easily 

create custom floors to fit your style. 
www.forboflooringna.com

Garbers Crafted Lighting
Country/Primitive Ceiling Fans 

Tinware, chandeliers, sconces, flush mounts, 
kitchen island, and lots more to make 

your country home complete.
Direct from crafter. Dept OH J 5/14 

866-856-2317
www.garbers-craftedlighting.com

GutterShed Historic Housefitters Co.
Authentic, hand-forged hardware, made in USA: 
iron thumblatches,mortise lock sets. H and HL 

hinges, strap hinges, hearth cooking tools, 
pot racks, fireplace equipment, hooks, towel bars, 

cabinet pulls and custom iron work.
Brass and glass door knobs and lever sets. 

800-247-4111; www.historichousefitters.com

Finally, leaf protection for all types of gutters 
and roofs. New "slit separation" technology 

assures that gutters and covers never 
need to be cleaned. Guaranteed. 

www.guttershed.com
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House of Antique Hardware
Discover exquisite Victorian chandeliers, 

as well as lighting from Colonial to Mid-Century 
Modern, push button light switches, switch plates, 

and hardware for every room in your house. 
Call their friendly hardware specialists for 

help with your selection.
888-223-2545; www.houseofantipuehardware.com

HomeSpice Decor
Inspired rugs by passionate artists. 

Bring traditional warmth to your home. 
Ideal for your living room, bedroom or 

outdoors, our braided rugs come in 
all different colors and sizes. 

678-468-3022; www.homespice.com

Kennebec Company
Maine craftsmen build cabinetry and relationships 

to last a lifetime. Furniture based design and 
construction in authentic architectural style 

produce rooms that fit your home and your life. 
207-443-2131; www.kennebeccompany.com
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Lanternland
Copper Lanterns & Outdoor Lighting

Authentic period lighting designs handmade in the 
USA from solid copper and brass. Custom orders, 

reproductions, choice of finish & glass, free 
shipping, lifetime warranty, easy order online. 

855'454-5200: www.lanternland.com

Mon-Ray, Inc.
For more than 65 years, Mon-Ray, Inc. has been 
the leader in high performance storm windows 

for historic projects to conserve energy, 
reduce noise and retain original appearances. 

800-544-3646 
www.monray.com

MetalCeiUngExpres5.com
Metalceilingexpress, custom manufacturer 

of tin ceiling tiles. American made tin 
ceiling tiles in 35 patterns with more 

than 40 colors to choose from. 
941-723-2288

www.metalceilingexpress.com

Native Tile & Ceramics
Creating restoration quality handmade 

decorative ceramic tile in Southern California 
since 1990. Specialty applications include: 

borders and field patterns for kitchens, 
bathrooms, pools and fountains: craftsman-style 

fireplace surrounds and hearths; scenes and 
rug pattern murals for floors and walls. 

310-533-8684; www.nativetile.com

OverBoards
OverBoards offers heavy-duty, solid extruded 

aluminum covers for baseboard heat units. 
They're made to complement your home's 

classic architectural details. 
800-835-0121 

www.go-overboard.com

Osborne Wood Products
Accentuate your ceilings and walls with quality 
wood components from Osborne. Explore the 

intricate hand carved options of ceiling medallions 
and moldings, or choose from contemporary 

or shaker style crown. 
800-849-8876; www.osbornewood.com

Strom Plumbing by Sign of the Crab
Introducing The Austin freestanding acrylic 

slipper tub. Its soft curves and high back allow 
fora relaxing bathing experience.

This product is made of white acrylic and 
includes an integrated drain assembly that is 

available in a variety of finish options. 
800-843-2722; www.signofthecrab.com

StickleyPeriod Lighting Fixtures
For over 40 years Period Lighting Fixtures has 

made the finest in 18th and 19th century lighting 
reproductions. Over 200 different models 

reproduced from the originals in our finest 
American Museums. UL listed. 

800-828-6990; www.periodlighting.com

Stickley's 2016 Collector Edition 
console is available in solid quarlersawn 

white oak or cherry in a variety of finishes. 
National selling price; $1,699. 

www.stickley.com
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Terra Firma Handmade Stoneware Tile
Wide selection of handmade decorative relief, 
moulding and field tile for fireplace, kitchen, 

bath, and pool. All sizes are modular, 
so designing a layout is straightforward. 

Field sizes range from 1" x 1" to 8" x8‘' in your 
choice of 75 complex Arts & Crafts glaze colors. 

803-643-9399; www.terrafirmaarttile.com

Sylvan Brandt
We've been supplying antique flooring since 1960. 
Our flooring is either reclaimed from old houses 

or is sawn from vintage beams, and captures 
the natural beauty and patina from wood 

that may have been demolished. 
717-626-4520; www.sylvanbrandt.com

Turn of the Century Lighting
Outstanding Circa 1890 Two Light Converted 
Victorian Gas Light With Original Acid Etched 

Ruffled Shades and Restored Burnished Brass 
Finish. Restored, Rewired. CSA Approved. 

View more on ourwebsite. 
888-527-1825; www.tocl.ca

Vermont Soapstone
Since 1856 Vermont Soapstone has been crafting 

the finest custom soapstone counter tops, 
sinks, floor tiles and home accents. Durable and 

timeless soapstone never stains or retains 
bacteria. Installation is available. 

800-284-5404; www-vermontsoapstone.com

Vintage Doors
Handcrafted solid wood doors that are made-to- 
order and built to last. Full line of screen/storm 
doors, porch panels, exterior and interior doors, 

Dutch. French, louver and more. Make your 
home stand out from the rest! 

800-787-2001; www.vintagedoors.com

Vintage Hardware & Lighting
Huge selection. Many unique products. The per­

fect choice for your vintage hardware and lighting 
needs. American and European designs spanning 

decades of history. We also do custom designs and 
sell antique fixtures and shades.

360-379-9030; www.vintagehardware.com

IX Iv ADHESIVE

Ward Clapboard Mill West System: SixlO®
A two-part thickened epoxy in a convenient 
cartridge. Use for permanent, waterproof, 
structural gap-filling and gluing. Works on 

wood, fiberglass, metals and masonry. 
Adhesive dispensed on-ratio with 

a standard caulking gun. 
www.westsystem.com

W.F. Norman Corporation
Founded in 1898, W. F. Norman Corp. has the 
nation's most complete collection of quality, 

hand pressed ceilings, cornices, moldings, and 
ornaments. Call today for our catalog or 

view our products online! 
800-641-4038; www.wfnorman.com

Authentically produced. 100-percent vertical- 
grain, early American spruce and pine clapboards. 

Their mills in Maine and Vermont continue to 
manufacture quality logs into quarter-sawn 
clapboards with the same methods workers 

used more than a hundred years ago. 
802-496-3581; www.wardclapboard.com
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Free Information Guide
WANT FREE INFORMATION ON OLD HOUSE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES?

Simply visit www.oldhouseonline.com/lit to order your free information today!
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ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA

OLD HOUSE JOURNAL 
ARTS & CRAFTS HOMES 

NEW OLD HOUSE 
EARLY HOMES 

DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK 
PERIOD HOMES 

TRADITIONAL BUILDING 
OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM

CABIN LIVING
LOG HOME LIVING
TIMBER HOME LIVING
DREAM HOME SHOWCASE
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CUSTOM WOOD HOME STYLE GUIDE
LOGHOME.COM

ACCOUPn EXECUTIVES

Becky Bernie 
(978) 879-4045 

bbemie«‘aimmedia.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE, EVENTS

Julia Hite
(978) 729-4321

jhite@aimmedia.com

Carol Murray 
(978) 879-4361 

cmurray@aiminedia.com
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HEARTH & HOME 
COLONIAL HEARTH ACCESSORIES 
Ball & Ball ballandball.com 
VICTORIAN FIREPLACES 
Fires of Tradition firesoftradition 
.com Victorian Fireplace Shop 
victorianfireplaceshop.com 
MARBLE, STONE, COMPO MANTELS 
Chesney's chesneys.com Decora­
tors Supply decoratorssupply 
.com Heritage Mantels heritage 
mantels.com Old World Stone­
works oldworldstoneworks.com 
Stone Magic stonemagic.com 
Vermont Soapstone Vermont 
5oapstone.com
WOOD MANTELS 
MantelCraft mantelcraft.com 
Mantels of Yesteryear mantels 
ofyesteryear.com
FIRESCREENS
Archive Designs archivedesigns 
.com Bushere & Son bushere 
andson.com Chesney’s chesneys 
com Oak Park Home & Hardware 
oakparkhome-hardware.com 
Signature Hardware signature 
hardware.com Steven Handelman 
Studios stevenhandelman 
studios.com See also Fireplace 
Accessories below 
FIREPLACE TOOLS & ACCESSORIES 
Christopher Thomson Ironworks 
christopherthomsonironworks 
.com Historic Housefitters 
historichousefitters.com Iron 
Apple Forge ironaqpleforge.com 
Jefferson Mack Metal mackmetal 
.com Lehman’s lehmans.com 
Nathan’s Forge nathansforge.com 
Seven Pines Forge sevenpines 
forge.com
INSERTS, GAS FIREPLACES, ETC. 
Avalon Firestyles avalonfirestyles 
.com Hearth Cabinet Ventless 
Fireplaces hearthcabinet.com 
Hearthstone Stoves hearthstone 
stoves.com Lopi Stoves & Fire­
place Inserts lopistoves.com 
Napoleon Fireplaces napoleon 
fireplaces.com Stovax/Gazco 
stovax.com Travis Industries 
travisindustries.com Valor Fire­
places valorfireplaces.com

ROMANCING A 
TWENTIES HOME 
DESIGN
Marky Morel, Mky Design, Long 
Beach. CA: mkydesign.com

CONTRACTOR
Bob Kaplan, Kaplan Construction, 
Los Angles and Orange counties, 
CA: kaplanconstruction.com

(). 27 PAINT dining room walls 
'Aztec Brick', wainscot 'Tudor 
Brown' Benjamin Moore benjamin 
moore.com
:>. 28 PAINT 'Beverly Hills'
Benjamin Moore
!■. 29 LINOLEUM Marmoretle by 
Armstrong armstrong.com TILE 
Butter #32 Subway Ceramics 
subwaytile.com

Related Resources 
TIN CEILING
Chelsea Decorative Metal tinman 
.com Metal Ceilings Express
metalceilingexpress.com
CALIFORNIA TILE 
Mission Tile West missiontile 
west.com Ceramic, stone & terra 
cotta tiles Malibu Ceramic Works 
malibuceramicworks.com Malibu- 
style tile & terra cotta pavers 
Native Tile & Ceramics nativetile 
.com Ceramic tile in Spanish & Mis­
sion styles RTK Studios rtkstudios 
.com Custom tile in the Malibu <S 
Catalina tile tradition 
CUSTOM WROUGHT IRON 
Bushere & Son Iron Studio 
bushereandson.com Steven 
Handelman Studios steven 
handelmanstudios.com

A MATTER OF TIME 
PLASTER REPAIR AND 
LEAD-PAINT ENCAPSULATION
Nu-Wall Plaster Restoration
System by Abatron abatron.com
COMPOSITE MOULDINGS
Fypon fypon.com
FANCY LAMPSHADE
Plain Jane Shop plainjaneshop.com
p. 14 PAINT parlor custom mixed 
to match frieze • ceiling/mould­
ing 'Belgian Waffle' Glidden Paint 
glidden.com WALLPAPER FRIEZES/ 
CEILINGS Bradbury & Bradbury 
Wallpapers bradbury.com • red 
flock reproduced to match original 
(source unknown)

pp. 18-19 CABINETS Crown Point 
Cabinetry crown-point.com METAL 
CEILING through Passaic Metal & 
Building Supplies pampco.com 
See also W.F. Norman wfnorman 
.com PAINT dining room 'Frost­
proof California Paints California 
paints.com • hall 'Sweet Honey' 
Behr Paints behr.com SINK sal­
vaged farmhouse kitchen sink 
on legs; similar reproduction 
Bathroom Machineries deabath 
com COUNTERTOPS Vermont 
Soapstone vermontsoapstone 
.com CEILING FRIEZE lincrusta 
Architectural Products by Cutwa­
ter outwater.com
p. 21 WALLPAPER bedroom papers 
{source unknown]

Related Resources
COLOR CONSULTANTS
Bob Buckler drcolor.com • James
Martin, The Color People color
people.com • Robert Schweitzer,
Historic House Colors historic
housecolors.com

FIREPLACE INSERTS & STOVES 
Lopi/Travis Industries lopistoves 
.com Valor Fireplaces valorfire 
places.com 
MASONRY HEATERS 
M.Teixiera Soapstone soapstone- 
woodstove.com Tulikivi tulikivi.com 
STORM/INSULATEO WINDOWS 
Acoustical Surfaces acoustical 
surfaces.com Adams Architec­
tural Millwork adamsarch.com 
Allied Window alliedwindow.com 
Arch Angle Windows & Doors 
archangTeohio.com Architectural 
Components architectural 
components.com Cooper Win­
dows cooperwindows.com Indow 
Windows indowwindows.com 
Innerglass Window Systems 
stormwindows.com Magnetite 
magnetite.com Monray monray 
.com Phoenix Window Restora­
tion & Technologies phoenix 
window.net
SEALANTS/WEATHER STRIP 
Sashco sashco.com William 
A. Killian Hardware 
springbronze.com 
VENTILATION/WINDOW FURNISHINGS 
Alameda Shade Shop shadeshop 
.com Ann Wallace Prairie Textiles 
annwallace.com Americana 
shutterblinds.com Pacific Regis­
ters pacificregisterco.com Reggio 
Registers reggioregister.com 
Shutlercraft shuttercraft.com 
Woolen Mill Fan Co. architectural 
fans.com

KNOW-HOW 
WATER HEATERS 
Bosch bosch-climate.us Heat- 
works/ISI Technologies my 
heatworks.com Rheem rheem 
.com Rinnai hnnai.us Solar 
Source solarsource.net Stiebel 
Eltron steibel-eltron-usa.com 
Westinghouse westinghouse 
waterheating.com

QUICK ENERGY FIXES 
ENERGY AUDITS/HVAC DESIGN 
CMF Engineering 
curtfreedman.com 
MINI-DUCT SYSTEMS 
Hi-Velocity Systems hi-velocity 
.com SpacePak Hydronics space 
pak.com Unico System unico 
system.com 
MINI-SPLITS
Fujitsu General fujitsugeneral
.com Mitsubishi Electric
mitsubishicomfort.com
SMART THERMOSTATS
Emerson Climate Technologies
emersonclimate.com

SPOT RADIANT
cheat eheat.com Runtal
North America runtalnorth
america.com Steam Radiators
steamradiators.com

VICTORIAN CARPETS 
The English Wilton Co. historic- 
carpet.com • Stourvale Mill 
Collection/Grosvenor Wilton 
Co. through J.R. Burrows 
burrows.com 
VICTORIAN SPECIALISTS 
Trustworth Studios trustworth 
.com Aesthetic Movement papers 
& interior design consulting Turn 
of the Century Lighting tocLca 
Antique V/'c(onan table lamps 
Victorian Lighting Works vlworks 
.com Victorian lighting fixtures 
COPPER SCREENS 
Coppa Woodworking coppa 
woodworking.com; see also 
Metro Screenworks metroscreen 
works.com TWP Inc. fwpinc.com
STONE COUNTERTOPS 
Bucks County Soapstone bcsoap 
stone.com Soapstone counters & 
one-piece sinks M. Teixeira Soap­
stone soapstones.com Counters 
& sinks etc. Vermont Soapstone 
vermontsoapstone.com Soapstone 
countertops, custom work

SALVAGE IT 
IRON LAMP
Architectural Heritage
architecturalheritage.com

TRIVET SCONCE
Michael Haverland michael
haverland.com
INSULATOR GLASS
Swan Mountain Antiques &
Salvage, LLC facebook.com/
SwanMtnAntiquesandSalvage;
swanmtnantiquestagmail.com

GLASS LAMPS
Black Dog Salvage Marketplace,
Roanoke. VAi blackdogsalvage.com

THEY STILL MAKE...
J. Del Conner, Pennsylvania 
Firebacks fireback.com

Related Resources 
The Country Iron Foundry
firebacks.com
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^muddling

DON'T
...ignore existing setbacks on 
the street. Don't assume the 
zoning board is taking care 

of business. Don't take a deli 
meat slicer to a hundred- 

year-old house.

...notice the survival of 
the original driveway lead­
ing to a matching garage: 
concrete tire pads, with a 
grass median for looks 

and permeability.WHO’S THE BULLY?
This scene was shot in Long Beach. "1 call it a California bun­
galow, victim of the Philadelphia Experiment," says John Watts 
of Cerritos. (But it's not a hoax: We can still see the brave Little 
bungalow, which appears to be pushing back.)

"What a tragedy." our visitor continues. "Who in the world 
would ever dream of doing this?" We wonder, was the bunga­
low encroaching on the lot next door, so a judge allowed the 
lop? The commercial enterprise made an offer the homeowner 
couldn't refuse? This town has no setback requirements?

By the looks of the rosebushes and a chair on the half-porch, 
curtains in the windows, and a bow on the door, somebody still 
lives in the bungalow. Do rooms on the right crash up against a 
concrete wall? And why does the bunker have an exit onto the 
porch? Very mysterious.

Pardon me, 
a new bunga-/ozy.

-Laurie Thomas & Luke Koelsch

TWO WAYS TO WIN! if you spot a classic example of remuddling, submit itatoldhouseonline.com/remuddling. We'll give you $100 if yo 
photos are published. If you want to see your witty words on this page, enter our monthly caption contest at facebook.com/oldhousejournal
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