itorial Staff

Thomas H. Creighton
Editor

Charles Magruder
Managing Editor

George A. Sanderson
Feature Editor

Burton H. Holmes
Technical Editor

Elsie Tupper
Mary Agnes Morel
Viola S. Kaps
Sarah McCullough
Assistant Editors

Stamo Papadaki
Art Director

Elmer A. Bennett
Martha Blake
Drafting

ecutive & Business Staff

John G. Belcher

Publisher
Vice President

Frank J. Armeit
Production Manager

John N. Carlin
Circulation Manager

John Y. Cunningham
Promotion Manager

slished monthly by REINHOLD
BLISHING CORPORATION, 330
st 42nd Street, New York 18,
Y., U. S. A. Ralph W. Reinhold,
girman of the Board; Philip H.
bbard, President; H. Burton
we, Executive Vice President and
asurer; Fred P. Peters, Vice
sident and Secretary; Francis
Turner, William P. Winsor,
in G. Belcher, Gilbert E. Coch-
, Vice Presidents. Executive and
torial offices: 330 W. 42nd St.,
w York 18, N. Y. Subscriptions
yable in advance. Subscription
ces to those who, by title, are
hitects, engineers, specification
iters, designers, or draftsmen,
i to government departments,
de associations, members of the
med forces, college libraries,
dents, publishers, advertisers,
spective advertisers and their
ployes—$4.00 for one year, $6.00
two vyears, $8.00 for three
ars; to all others—$10.00 per
ar in US.,, U.S. Possessions,
nada, and Philippine Republic.
tin America—$10.00 for one
ar, $16.00 for two years, $20.00
~ three years. "All other foreign
bscriptions—$15.00 for one year,
5.00 for two years, $30.00 for
ee years. Single copy—$1.00.
nted by Lotus Press, Inc., 508
st 26th Street, New York 1,
Y. Copyright 1950, Reinhold
blishing Corp. Trade Mark Reg.
| rights reserved. Re-entered as
ond class matter, January 22,
47, at the Post Office at New
rk, N. Y., under the Act of
irch 3, 1879. Volume XXXI, No.
November 1950. In Art Index.

GRESSIVE

HITECTURE

newsletter

NOVEMBER 1950

Since last Newsletter a National Production Agency has been set
up in the Dept. of Commerce to administer any priority, alloca-
tion and inventory controls that may be instituted. Head of the
new agency is William Henry Harrison, on leave from his job as
President of Intermational Telephone and Telegraph Corporation.
Powers given the Dept. and allocated to the Agency allow them to
direct diversion of "certain materials and facilities from
civilian use to military and related purposes." Secretary
Sawyer says these powers will be used "only as it becomes

necessary."

A number of architects are interested in possibilities of
commissions coming out of government agencies. There are jobs
to be given out; most of them have to be obtained locally,
however. Following are brief reports on some of the government
programs.

Urban redevelopment aspect of national housing act is going

ahead well. Applications are being received, procesged,
analyzed. A number of architects are doing outstanding work
in visualization of early redevelopment studies.

Federal hospital construction program has by now settled down
into well-established routine and is producing needed facilities
in all parts of the country. Architects who have participated
seem generally happy with the program.

Big hitch that has developed in this program, however, is cutting
in half of funds which had been allocated but not yet author-
ized. This badly embarrasses many local programs, and protests
have poured into Budget Director's office and to many Congress-
men and Senators.

Public Buildings Administration, now under General Services
Administration, is engaged in land, cost and survey studies for
new public structures, as recently authorized by Congress in
Public Law 1051. This work will soon be ready to give out to
private architectural firms, and, although it is not large in
volume, it may be welcome to some practitioners whose usual
activities have been slowed up.

PBA work is given out on a negotiated fee basis to local firms,
all of whom are circularized when a local project develops. No
prior applications are accepted in the Washington office.
Standards and manuals of procedure are supplied to the
architects, and work is paid for as design steps are accom-
plished. PBA does the supervision.

Dispersal program which has recently had much publicity --
scattering of government offices, both in and out of Washington
-- will be_accomplished entirely by PBA. Buildings being
considered are said to be technically interesting, but some
observers are worried that security reasons may cause secrecy
and permit overlooking of city-plan problems.

(Continued on page 2)



