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The raised box
The Boise Cascade Home Office, by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill of San
Francisco, adds a landscaped urban amenity to downtown Boise, Idaho

Complimenting the past
Fitting a large dorm into a small college, architects Mitchell/Giurgola
related it to existing traditional buildings without compromising design

Conversations with John Andrews Architects
P/A profiles a Toronto-based firm of nine autonomous partners from
six countries who practice as a group rather than as a hierarchy

Kansas counterpoints
Despite exceptionally tight budgets, Schaefer, Schirmer & Associates
designed three schools as strong visual additions to the Kansas prairie

Interior design: Towards a pluralist architecture
A remodeled office in Princeton, N.J. illustrates the theories of Michael
Graves, which were analyzed in semantic terms in P/A, Mar. 1972
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UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH SCHOOL OF ENGINEER

(Michael L. Benedum Hall). ARCHITECTS: Deeter Ritchey Sippel Associ
BUILDER: General State Authority, Commonwealth of Pennsylv.

Dover Elevators installed by Marshall Elevatoi



Dover
elevators

Performance to satisfy
your design criteria.

Dover manufactures a complete range of
elevators: Oildraulic® for low-rise buildings;
geared traction for medium speeds (to 450
FPM) and rises; and gearless traction for
high speeds and high rises.

The buildings shown here required all
three types, and four different kinds of
control systems to handle the varying criteria
of passenger and freight service.

This versatility of equipment, and
flexibility in its application, give Dover the
capability to provide elevators for almost any
building. Let us work with you at the planning
stage. For literature write Dover Corporation,
Elevator Division, Dept. B-1, P. O. Box 2177,
Memphis, Tenn. 38101. In Canada,
Dover/Turnbull, Toronto, Ont.

dependable elevators

MERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL BANK, Memphis, Tenn. ARCHITECTS:
ner-Nathan-Browne, GENERAL CONTRACTOR: V. A. Lucchesi
truction Company, Inc. Dover Elevators installed by Dover Elevator Co.

e No. 334, on Reader Service Card 2:73 Progressive Architecture



Progressive Architecture

People in PA

This month P/A begins a new
column, background notes on some
of the architects and firms whose
work appears inside the issue

Schaefer, Schirmer & Associates, PA

PA in this case stands for Professional As-
sociation, the outgrowth of a partnership
formed in 1957 by Robert J. Schaefer, now
president, and Henry W. Schirmer, now
chairman of the board. ‘‘Associates’’ are
Daniel S. Kilby, vice president-secretary
and John L. Greer vice president-trea-
surer. Schirmer manages the Topeka of-
fice, where he is now involved in planning
and designing the Capitol Area Plaza proj-
ect. Schaefer runs the 25-person main of-
fice in Wichita, emphasizing the role of the
project managers and preferring commis-
sions that involve total design of the site,

building and interiors. Although featured

on (p. 76) for its budget-conscious schoolé,

the firm’s design reputation is backed by
31 projects chosen for state, regional or
national AIA design commendation.

Three of the four principals are gradu-
ates of midwestern state universities:
Schaefer at lllinois, Schirmer at Michigan
and Greer at Kansas; Kilby, also a registered
landscape architect, is a Cornell man.

SOM, San Francisco

For the San Francisco office of Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill, the Boise Cascade Build-
ing (p. 52) is the latest of a series of no-
table corporate headquarters. Three of
their office building projects have won na-
tional AIA awards: Tenneco in Houston
(Honor, 1969); Weyerhauser in Tacoma
(Honor, 1972); Crown Zellerbach (Merit,
1967). Their Marine Midland Headquarters
building, now nearing completion, will be
the most prominent landmark of downtown
Buffalo. Established in 1946, this SOM unit
is now housed in another of its own crea-
tions, the Alcoa Building. The office has
one firm rule: no one is ever singled out for
credit; all work is considered as output of
the office as a whole.

Mitchell/Giurgola Associates
Mitchell/Giurgola Associates first ap-
peared in P/A in February, 1959, less th
a year after its formation, in-a news stor
showing the Kitty Hawk Visitors Center.
More recently, P/A has published the U
versity of Pennsylvania Museum Acade
Wing (1969), the Design Award Citation
(1970) for dormitories at Williams Colle
(p. 56) and the Philadelphia United
Fund (1971). Two unbuilt projects also
made news: the runner-up design in the
Boston City Hall Competition (1963), ar
the ill-fated winning design for the AIA
headquarters in Washington (1965-69)

Erhman B. Mitchell who graduated
Summa Cum Laude from the University
Pennsylvania served as president of the
Pennsylvania Society of Architects in 1!
and is now a member of the national Al
Board of Directors.

Romaldo Giurgola, also Summa Curr
Laude, graduated from the University o
Rome and Columbia University. A recip
of the Arnold Brunner Award in Archi-
tecture, he taught at the University of
Pennsylvania before becoming chairm:
of the department of architecture at Co
lumbia, where he is now a professor.

PdGE fencing promises
3 to 5 times longer life.

40DB.2.2
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That's Page aluminized chain link
fabric. What has it got over
galvanized fence besides 3-5
times longer life? Better quality.
Higher tensile strength. Stretches
easier. Erects easier.

Want more reasons? Send for

the free fence spec kit. It will

save you a lot of design time.

Write Page Fence Division

of Acco (American Chain & Cable
0., Inc.), P. O. Box 430,

Bridgeport, Conn. 06602.

 JIEED page Fence......
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St. John's Baptist Church, Charlotte, N. C. Architect: Wilber, Kendrick, Workman & Warren.
Hardware Dealer: General Specialties, Inc.

(op te bottom

Ultimate door control; the brawny Rixson

No. 27 concealed heavy-duty floor closer, with

M19 intermediate pivot, and the durable

Checkmate No. 8 door holder and stop. There
is no equivalent for the total control and pro-
tection of heavy-traffic doors.

Ask the specialists in exterior door control:

(e RIXSON-FIREMARK, INC.

9100 West Belmont Ave., Franklin Park, I 60131
In Canada: Rixson-Firemark, Ltd.

Circle No. 374, on Reader Service Card 2:73 Progressive Architecture
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How General Electric Zoneline’
ating/cooling units helped the 54 year old
Broadmoor keep its 1918 charm.

This is the Broadmoor Hotel
in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

As you can see, it's also a
picture of some of the 260 Zoneline
heating and cooling units in
the Broadmoor.

They didn’t spoil the Broad-
moor’s Mediterranean style
of architecture.

A lot of other things didn’t
happen when the Broadmoor’s
management chose Zoneline units.

The management didn’t have
to spend the million dollars that
had been estimated for a ducted
central air conditioning system.
Zoneline units don’t need duct-
work, or a lot of machinery. All
they need is an opening through
thewalland an
adequate power
supply.

The hotel
didn’t have to be
bothered witha &
flood of workmen. g%
A local contractor
was able to install |

Circle No. 340, on Reader Service Card

seven Zoneline units a day with
a minimum of fuss.

The Broadmoor management
didn’t have to decide on the one
temperature for all of the guest
rooms. Each Zoneline unit has its
own thermostat, so each guest can
make his own choice.

The best thing was the cost:
about $300,000, roughly one-third
the cost of a new two-pipe system.

All of this happened in 1963.
That was when the Zoneline units
were installed. Since then, they
have delivered quiet, reliable air
conditioning.

If you have an old-fashioned
pipe system that needs replacing,
call your local General Electric
Contract Air
Conditioning
Representative.

He'll show
you how easy and
economical it is to
modernize with
= General Electric
Zoneline units.
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Letters from readers

Views

The future of the past

Congratulations on your superbly amus-
ing, story-telling November cover. |
howled, even though | hadn’t read the ex-
planation at that point. The air conditioner
alone could have carried the picture, but
the added touch of the newspaper was
pure frosting.

Robert B. Ford

Manager, News Bureau

Carrier Corporation

Syracuse, N.Y.

Churches, too

Religious structures have one quality dif-
ferent from many other building types:
church facilities are quite often used for
their original purpose. Older churches,
especially in downtown locations, have
beautiful spaces and fine materials, but
sanctuaries that are unsuitable for contem-
porary worship. Therefore, many churches
are struggling, and some are succeeding,

along with the many other building types
you mention in the November issue, in
achieving that delicate balance between
preserving the best of the past while adapt-
ing to the needs and functions of the pres-
ent and future.

Edwin C. Lynn

Ipswich, Mass.

(Mr. Lynn is author of Tired Dragons:
Adapting Church Architecture to Changing
Needs, which P/A will review soon. Ed.)

Disrupting a site

To imply that trees and site suffer little dis-
ruption by Gunnar Birkerts’ design for the
IBM Computer Center is absolute non-
sense. It's the right building in the wrong
place. If Mr. Birkerts did not wish to design
a lie, he should have suggested to IBM that
it choose a more appropriate site immedi-
ately adjacent to Route 1, next to an oil
refinery. There it would at least reflect its
machine heritage as translated into auto-
mobiles, pavement, road signs, storage
tanks and distillation towers.

IBM’s choice of the Sterling Forest loca-
tion exhibits a greater degree of funda-
mental falsehood than any image created
by any building as interpreted by any archi-
tect. Alvar Aalto, not to mention Frank

Lloyd Wright, would cringe. Nevertheles
read the article.

Paul Kurm

Staten Island, N.Y.

People can help plan
To put the Lockport Workshops (P/A, N
1972, p. 78) a little further into context, |
would appreciate it if you could mentior
that the basis for those workshops and |
deed my entire approach at the Cooper
Union School of Art & Architecture was
new concept of people’s participation ir
the community planning process devel-
oped by Lawrence Halprin & Associates
Since testing these participation tech
niques in interdisciplinary workshops ru
by Ann and Larry Halprin in 1966 and 1¢
(P/A, June 1967), and a HUD-funded se
in San Francisco and Indianapolis in 19
they have been successfully applied in |
field in planning processes in Fort Wort
Wilmington, Everett, Wash., and, of
course, the related series in Lockport. V
are getting into further applications of
ticipatory work in other places, stemmir
from the same concepts.
Jim Burns
Lawrence Halprin & Associates
San Francisco

At last! A wall system

that can match your imagination!

Solid hardwood
prefinished wall planks

Random width, random length genuine solid
hardwood wall planks, lovingly prefinished, in
a choice of 13 woods with the full natural
beauty and richness that no imitation can
match. Send today for Designer’s Sample Kit

containing 13 full-size sample species, tex-
tures and finishes.
[

s

wnsendfPaneling

POTLATCH FORESTS, INC.
P.O. Box 916, Stuttgart, Arkansas 72160

D Enclosed is my check for $3 to cover
cost of my sample kit.

L__] Please send additional literature.

Name Phone

Firm

Title

Street No. J UT
City State Zip
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‘ Kalcolor’
aluminumbrings
1sting value to beautifully

changing scenes.
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Each day

you can see Kal-

color aluminum reflect the

change of the hour. Coolness

at dawn. Richness at noon.

Warmth at sunset. This is the

unique character of Kalcolor

aluminum. And you will see it

harmonize well with other
materials and colors.

Yet the extremely hard,
smooth, dense surface of Kal-
color aluminum will keep its
own freshness virtually un-
changing. It will bring lasting
value to your new horizon. In
Gold. Champagne. Ambers.
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Bronze. Three
shades of gray. Black.
Each color is an integral, inor-
ganic part of the anodized coat-
ing—color fast, and enduring.
Our new catalog—‘“Alum-
inum in Architecture”—will
show you the complete selec-
tion of colors you can specify
in Kalcolor sheet, extrusions
and castings for both exterior
and interior design.
Write for your copy:
Room 2142, Kaiser Center,
Oakland, California 94604.

KAISER

ALUMINUM




Syst%em 610

A Class 1 fire hazard
classification panel system,
featuring acrylic coated extruded
aluminum moldings.

wNATED PLA

00 RALPH WILSON PLASTICS COMPANY TEMPLE
ARCHITECTURAL PRODUCTS DIVISION 2/A\[

INDUSTA!
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aneling System for every interior.

-our distinctive Wilsonwall paneling systems
ire the entire line of over 150 Wilson Art laminated
ic woodgrains, solids and patterns.

Now, architects and interior designers have even
> environmental control with Wilson Art. Coordinate
onwall systems with Wilson Art DOR-SURF covered
s, and with Wilson Art covered fixtures and furni-
A one-source supply, Wilson Art, assures perfect
hing of all patterns.

Nilsonwall paneling systems. Helping complete The
on Art Look . . . where your ideas and our ideas look
t, together!

sonwall System 610 Installation Detail

.

PANEL
MASTIC BEADS

TRUCTURAL WALL

der Mold

#1028 BASE
DIVIDER MOLD

#6810 F.R.
PANEL

#102F FACE ~
DIVIDER MOLD . #8610 F.R. PANEL

1038 BASE OUTSIDE
‘ORNER MOLD

103F FACE OUTSIDE |
ORNER MOLD

#6810 F.R. PANEL

e/Cap Mold

PANEL
MASTIC BEADS

LAM. INSERT STRIP

#101 BASE/CAP MOLD
Flame Spread 15
Fuel Contributed 0
m/ Smoke Developed 15
Applicable to 610 only.

RUBBER COVE BASE

STRUCTURAL WALL

sonwall System 610 Specifications
is:

ness: 7/16"

acing: 1/32" Wilson Art fire retardant laminate,
et finish, all Wilson Art woodgrains, solids.

: 3/8" mineral composition

i1 47%" x 96" and 47%" x 120" (other sizes quoted
equest)

lings: extruded aluminum (hidden base moldings,
finish; face moldings, acrylic coated standard in
ironze, Dk. Bronze, Brown and Black)

W7 WHSONWALL s

NTA MIAMI SAN FRANCISCO

Code 404-377-0731 Area Code 305-822-5140 Area Code 415-782-6055
AGO NEW JERSEY SEATTLE

Code 312-437-1500 Area Code 609-622-4747 Area Code 206-228-1300
ANGELES or 215-923-5542 TEMPLE

Code 213-723-8961

NEW YORK
Area Code 212-933-1035

Area Code 817-778-2711

System 310

Smooth fitting V-Groove joints give
the appearance of a continuous
wall . . . utilizing a2 hidden extruded
aluminum system.

System 210

Featuring a standard V-Groove
joint system . . . allows continuity
of woodgrain where desired.

System 110

For an unusual esthetic effect, the
laminated plastic reveal strip
accents the panel.

PANELING Y

:
& WNATED PLASTICS
(4}
&
00 RALPH WILSON PLASTICS COMPANY TEMPLE, TEXAS

EQ ARCHITECTURAL PRODUCTS DIVISION [5) /a\ ()"

INDUSTRIES INC
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Here's a Hood
vou'd love to he
caught with!

/

CYCLO-WASH—It's Vent Master’s top gun and here's why:
Only CYCLO-WASH instantly cools and extracts grease from
cooking vapors with a revolutionary process featuring a
continuous cold water spray. This exclusive cold-water spray
also totally eliminates fire hazards by reducing tem-
perature 40%, solidifying and flushing away grease
with cold water. CYCLO-WASH continuously cleans
itself during the cooking cycle which prevents
baked-on buildup of grease deposits and
means that no manual cleaning or daily maintenance is
necessary. The CYCLO-WASH ventilator system is custom-
built to your exact specifications. It uses less water than a
dishwasher and its short (two minute) self-cleaning cycle
after the cooking period assures you a 70% savings in hot
water and detergent consumption over other grease
extractor systems. With innovative ventilators like
CYCLO-WASH, it’s no surprise that so many architects
and engineers are specifying products from Indus-
trial Industries, Incorporated. On your next job why not specify CYCLO-
WASH and really take the heat off!

~ Vent Master Sales

P.O. Box 2592 Houston, Texas 77001 e (713) 462-6121
Another quality product of Industrial Industries, Inc.

See us at NAFEM/73 in Dallas!

Circle No. 369, on Reader Service Card



ELEVATOR COMPANY

Otimotion®

*Otimotion is playing a round of golf on an Otis electric cart. It's working with architects,
engineers and contractors to meet construction schedules and budgets. It's introducing seven, new,
pre-engineered hydraulic elevators for low rise buildings, innovative double deck elevators,
and VIP-260/CL, a computer-controlled system that cuts passenger waiting time to a minimum.
Otimotion is being the leader. Otimotion is a company in motion.




@8 Stone wall cladding that installs w
B o ary carpenter’s tools? That’s San,
great stone facing from U.S. I
On top, a handsome natural
stone aggregate. Bonded
beneath, a sturdy panel
of exterior plywood.
The result: a distinctive cladding that does great
things for residential and light commercial exteriors.
At a far lower cost than conventional stone
and masonry treatments.
Sanspray panels cut with a power saw. They
can be nailed or glued to
wood, masonry or steel frame construct
They are relatively light and easy to ha
So installation costs are cut way down. |
in place, Sanspray is virtually maintene
free, in all climates.
Sanspray comes in two aggregates -
and regular, both of which are shown |
And a wide selection of natural stone cc
like Tangerine, Gaelic Green, NorthernV
Pearl Gray and Monterey Sand, to name a o
few. But to really appreciate .
Sanspray, yououghttosee _,
and feel the real thing. We'll £
be happy to supply you with %
hand-sized samples, as y
pictured, if you’ll call your
local U.S. Plywood Branch
Office. Or, if you prefer,

write directly to our New < ;
York office.

U. S PIywood W

of Champion International
777 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017




HAT A BUILDING

EPARATE PEOPLE

N ORDER TO
HEM FROM IT"
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Don W. Seaton, Chairman of the Board;
Kenneth D. Seaton, President,
Detroit & Northern Savings & Loan, Hancock, Michigan

Detroit & Northern Savings & Loan brings an
open-world philosophy to bear on its new head-
quarters building in Hancock, Michigan.

"The area around the building is known as
‘Copper Country,” and we wanted the building to
reflect Detroit & Northern's long and close involve-
ment with that area’s people and industry,” says
President Kenneth Seaton. "The exterior of the
building features copper tones, set off by reflective
glass with a golden Vari-Tran® coating.”

There's plenty of weather to protect people
against in Hancock. Temperatures range from 92°
all the way down to —30°. Those extremes of tem-
perature demand something special in the way of
insulation. That's why Detroit & Northern is using
Thermopane® insulating units made with Vari-Tran
coated glass from LOF. Thermopane insulates
against the cold and wind of Northern Michigan's
winter. Vari-Tran reduces air conditioning needs
during the summer by cutting down on solar heat
gain. They both cut building operating costs.

LOF Architectural Representatives are helping
many architects bring their ideas into being. For
the whole story, send for our brochure, "Reach for a
Rainbow.” Libbey-Owens-Ford Company, Dept.
P-273, Toledo, Ohio 43695.

Owners: Detroit & Northern Savings and Loan Association, Hancock, Michigan.
Architect: Maurice B. Allen, Jr., A.LA., Tarapata-MacMahon-Paulsen Corpora-
tion, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. General Contractor: Herman Gundlach, Inc.,
Houghton, Michigan. Glazing Contractor: Cupples Products Div., H. H. Robert-
son Company, St. Louis, Mo.
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P Butyl-Flex': butyl-rubber caulk with 5 times
endurance of conventional cavlks

ever a sealant must assure long-term service in caulking joints, there is no

choice than DAP Butyl-Flex. Compounded from a 100% butyl solution, Butyl-

lelivers watertight, weathertight seals over a 20-year span. It features excellent

ation, tenacious adhesion and the ability to withstand sheer stress in joints

en simitar and dissimilar construction materials. That's why DAP Butyl-Flex A nAP
e specified nine out of ten times you want to seal out wind, water and weather. e
atalog on the full line of DAP architectural sealants, please write: DAP Inc., ‘ -

ral Offices: Dayton, Ohio 45401/ Subsidiary of Pygh. s : n -

-
CONCEPT. This chapel in the woods employs large expanses of glass to extend the feeling of interior 5 n
Stone and wood are the basic materials used in the informal, yet disciplined chapel shape. Siting per-
> forested surroundings to form an inspiring background for worship and study. ‘ '
Circle No. 333, on Reader Service Card B
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Seascape |, Solana Beach, California. Roofs: Certigrade shingles No. 1 Grade, 24" Royals. Walls: Ce
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rtigrade shingles No. 1 Grade, 16" Fi
Architects: Oxley & Lanc

At a California condominium, beauty takes many forms.

Circular, angular and rectilinear forms
create a sculptured look for this fifty-unit
seaside condominium near San Diego.

Richly textured red cedar shingles give
natural expression to the novel design.
They establish a single identity for the

community of diverse structures and shapes.

Circle No. 357, on Reader Service Card

Their quality appeals to residents and to
local planners as well.

And they’ll withstand hurricane winds.
For details and our specification gui
Equally important, red cedar shingles on Certigrade shingles and Certi-Split

are d.urable. They Wegther peautifully, NG TOUCH g hand§plit shakes, write us at 551.

even in harsh marine air. Their look of & %, White Building, Seattle, Washi

warmth and elegance lasts for 1 ~ 98101. In Canada, write 1055

decades with virtually no upkeep. Hastings St., Vancouver 1, B.C.

3y .
RS Q The

R

N
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Red Cedar Shingle & Handsplit Shake Bureau

One of a series presented by members of the American Wood Council.
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NYC architects win Niagara Falls plaza competition

An oval plaza with two islands in the center took first place
in the competition for the design of Rainbow Center Plaza in
Niagara Falls. Abraham W. Geller, Raimund J. Abraham and
Giulano Fiorenzoli are the winning architects; G.A. Hans-
comb Partnership is the cost consultant and Shin Oabyashi is
the planning consultant. The prize: the commission for the 5-
acre plaza just in front of the Niagara Falls International Con-
vention Center, now under construction.

The winning design calls for the plaza to be carved out of
the site; the two central islands will be reached by a wide
bridge with open and closed display areas. The lower level,
framed by carved exposed rock, is set aside for pedestrian
areas sheltered from the wind, as well as for restaurants and
shops. At the south end of the plaza, more carving—this time
for an open amphitheater seating 3000 people.

Second prize went to Dean Abbott, also of New York and
third to Tarapata, MacMahon, Paulsen Corp. of Bloomfield
Hills, Mich. Jury members were: architects Pietro Belluschi
and Benjamin Thompson of Boston, Raymond T. Affleck of
Montreal; landscape architect, M. Paul Friedberg of New York
and local civic and business leaders Armand J. Castellani,
Seymour H. Knox, C. Richard Reese, Mrs. John E. Runals.
Beda Zwicker was a nonvoting adviser to the jury.

HOK, Kahn & Jacobs agree to merge

Two long established architectural firms, Kahn & Jacobs in
New York City, and Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum in St.
Louis, have announced an agreement to merge. Their aim,
according to a joint statement by Robert Allen Jacobs and
George F. Hellmuth, is to strengthen a diversified, balanced
national capability, and perhaps to grow through further
mergers or acquisitions into other areas of the country.

Ferebee, other AlA officers installed

In ceremonies in Washington, S. Scott Ferebee, Jr. was in-
stalled as 1973 president of the American Institute of Archi-
tects. Five other AlA officers also took office at the time: Ar-
chibald C. Rogers, first vice president and president elect;
Louis de Moll, Van B. Bruner and David A. Pugh, vice presi-
dents; and Hilliard T. Smith, Jr., secretary.

A dozen new regional directors were also installed. They
[continued on page 28]
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Buildings on the way up

Progressive Architecture 2:73

1 Animal quarters, greenhouse and biology library are included in Wash-
ington University Life Sciences Building in St. Louis, designed by Hoff-
mann-Saur. The two-level library provides 7105 sq ft of space and room
for 30,000 volumes; the 3100 sq ft of animal quarters will house small
mammals, primates, rabbits, rodents, birds and cold blooded animals; the
greenhouse will enclose 1850 sq ft. Cost is put at $713,000 including
fees.

2 First phase of a phys ed and health complex at Austin Peay State Uni-
versity, Clarksville, Tenn., will be a health and phys ed building and a con-
vocation center. Classrooms, labs, dressing rooms, rifle and pistol and
archery ranges, handball courts and an 8500-seat exhibition area. Initial
cost is put at $5 million. Morgan & Isaacs are architects.

3 Avoiding the look of a shopping center and providing the town of East
Haven, Conn., with a new "“"downtown,"” architect Arthur T. Ballman de-
signed a $12 million project that provides shopping, recreation and enter-
tainment around a central skylit mall. Parking is below street level, and pe-
destrian circulation is linked with the existing town center. A portion of the
parking area can be closed off for town fairs and gatherings.

4 Tallest hotel, not only in Atlanta, but in the world, is the claim for
Peachtree Center Plaza, designed by John Portman & Associates. The
bronze reflective glass tower will have 1200 rooms; total height will be 70
stories, or 700 ft, including 63-story tower and 7-story base structure. A
central court, 7 stories high, will be at the heart of the base structure.
Tube on side of cylindrical tower will house glass-enclosed elevators. To
be operated by Western International Hotels, Peachtree Center Plaza will
include restaurants, ballrooms, retail space and swimming pool. Total de-
velopment cost will exceed $50 million.

5 Hillside site and stepped-down structure give every space in main
academic part of Salanter-Akiba-Riverdale Academy a view of Hudson
River. Located in suburban New York City, academy will house 600 stu-
dents from first to eighth grades on what was formerly the estate of Arturo
Toscanini. Chapel is at main entrance to building and forms link between
academic area and gymnasium /auditorium. Structure is steel; columns
and roof structure are clad with dull metal alloy. Exterior walls are natural
finish concrete; glass is gray. Toscanini mansion and several outbuildings
are being preserved for administrative use; two 150-year-old copper
beeches flank the chapel. Architects are Caudill Rowlett Scott; Engelhardt
& Engelhardt are educational consultants.

6 Shaped like a relaxed letter "'S,"”" a 10-story hotel and casino designed
by H. Stossel & Partners of Sydney, Australia, will offer visitors to Bali an
assortment of pleasures. The building will include 415 standard suites, all
opening onto terraces, and the usual lobby, restaurants and other ser-
vices, plus 19,000 sq ft of casino. The building’s shape allows a primarily
north-to-east orientation for the suites. Also planned are two groups of
family units, to be built on either side of the main building. Cost is esti-
mated at $12 million.

7 Saddle-shaped, cable-suspended lightweight steel roof will top
17,500-seat Capital Centre to be built in Largo, Md. The $16 million arena
will be home court for a professional basketball team and a new profes-
sional ice hockey team, and will provide facilities for a range of other
events. The arena floor is 30 ft below grade, 80 ft below the roof; the elon-
gated oval of the arena has a maximum diameter of 400 ft. Architects are
the Shaver Partnership; consulting engineers are David Geiger-Horst
Berger.

8 Multipurpose is an understatement when applied to a totally enclosed
urban environment proposed for Atlanta. Designed by Thompson, Ven-
tulett & Stainback, and named Omni International (it will be built next to
The Omni, an indoor sports and entertainment facility by the same archi-
tects), the $65 million structure will occupy a 6-acre site. It will include a
large hotel, 600,000 sq ft of office space, a 5-level trade pavilion, 10
movie theaters, an indoor-outdoor pool, an ice-skating rink, two tennis
courts, shops and restaurants. The 14-story complex also will include an
8-level central court traversed by a 200-ft continuous escalator, reported
to be the world'’s largest.
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are: Frank L. Hope, Jr. and Eugene Crawford, California; Her-
bert E. Duncan, Central States; H. Leslie Walker, Jr., Florida;
John S. Hartray, Jr., lllinois; William L. Ensign, Middle Atlan-
tic; Robert A. Burley, New England; Frederick G. Frost, Jr.
and Herbert Epstein, New York; Vladimir Ossipoff, Northwest
(although he’s from Hawaii); Ehrman B. Mitchell, Jr., Pennsyl-
vania; and Thomas A. Bullock, Texas.

AlA, CEC plan sixth Public Affairs Conference

Architects and engineers from across the country will have
a chance to meet their senators and congressmen as well as
to get the latest word on legislation concerning their profes-
sions at the 6th Annual AIA-CEC Public Affairs Conference.
The conference is scheduled for March 19-20 at the May-
flower Hotel in Washington, D.C.

Among the topics to be discussed are: eliminating federal
competition with private architectural and engineering firms;
controlling energy demands; consolidating federal trans-
portation, rural development and urban development pro-
grams; a preview of the Omnibus Housing Bill, municipal
bonds under tax reform, implications of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act; federal involvement in building codes
and standards.

Texas boasts country’s only state building materials lab

Created by an act of the 1971 session of the Texas Legisla-
ture, the state’s Building Materials and Systems Testing Labo-
ratory is now in operation, evaluating building materials and
systems for local governments, developers, designers, con-
tractors, labor unions, trade associations and manufacturers.
According to executive secretary Clayford T. Grimm, it is the
only such state facility in the country.

BMSTL, as it’s known acronymically, is an operating depart-
ment of the state’s Department of Community Affairs. It takes
advantage of the faculties and research facilities of nine state
universities, consulting professionals and commercial testing
labs as needed.

Government publication to list A-E jobs

One provision in the architecture and engineering services
act passed just a short time back calls for the federal govern-
ment to “‘publicly announce all requirements for architectural
and engineering services.”’ One of the ways to do this is
through the Architectural and Engineering Services section
of the Commerce Business Daily; the publication may carry,
during next year, some 5000 or more requests for proposals,
covering jobs of all sizes. The listings will include location,
size and type of proposed jobs along with other information.

Commerce Business Daily is available from the Superinten-
dent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington,
D.C. 20402. Subscription costs: $55.25 a year for airmail ser-
vice, $25 a year for regular mail.

CSl to celebrate 25th anniversary in Washington

For 1973, and in honor of its 25th anniversary, the Con-
struction Specifications Institute is bringing it all back home.
The annual convention, scheduled for June 25-27, will be
held in Washington, D.C.—the Institute’s birthplace and the
[continued on page 31]
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News report continued from page 28

site of its first convention in 1957. The Sheraton Park Hotel
will be the convention site.

To celebrate the founding of the Institute in 1948, the con-
vention program will include a number of events honoring
CSl’s role in the construction industry; a Silver Anniversary
Commemorative Banquet will be held on Sunday, June 24.
The technical program will also focus on CSI’s role in the in-
dustry. It will cover the development of construction commu-
nications and related documents, standards, education pro-
grams and research and development. Workshop sessions,
product exhibits and a full social program will round out the
convention.

GSA plans energy lab in form of federal office building

It seems as if the General Services Administration is always
building a new federal office building somewhere, so one
more isn’t the biggest news of the year. But the one planned
for Manchester, N.H. is something else again: GSA is making
this one an energy conservation demonstration project, and
Dubin-Mindell-Bloome Associates (who served as consulting
editors for P/A’s October 1971 issue on buildings and the en-
vironment) have been engaged to prepare an energy conser-
vation program.

The building, which will house the usual range of govern-
ment agency offices, will be used to monitor, record and pro-
vide information on the relative effectiveness of many energy
conservation systems. The engineers will study such vari-
ables as building configuration, materials, glass-to-wall ratios
and thermal insulating values; they will also carefully review
some 200 energy conservation ideas and systems. Systems
that look like they really will save energy will be studied in de-
tail and recommended for use in the building. The engineers
will also suggest a program for running and maintaining the
building that will reduce energy needs. Each system and sub-
system in the building will be instrumented and monitored.

Coalition warns Nixon on housing curtailment

Prompted by persistent reports that the Nixon adminis-
tration plans a year and a half moratorium on all housing sub-
sidies, direct and indirect, a coalition of 22 national organiza-
tions interested in housing has warned the president of the
‘‘catastrophic’”’ human and economic results of such a mora-
torium. The most immediate impact the coalition said in a let-
ter to the president, would be felt by those who now find it the
hardest to obtain decent housing in the present market.

Economically speaking, the loss due to a ban on new hous-
ing subsidy activity would run to about $3 billion in housing
construction. That would have, the coalition says, an $8 bil-
lion impact on the gross national product and involve a loss of
one million man-years of employment.

Among the groups signing the letter were the AlA, the
Housing Assistance Council, the National Urban Coalition,
the National Rural Housing Coalition.

Maryland new community sprays sewage into woods

In 20 years, the new community of St. Charles, in Charles
County, Maryland, will probably be a town of 75,000 people;
that, at least, is what the developers hope. By that time, the
[continued on page 32]

Circle No. 331. on Reader Service Card —

Architects: Ford, Powell & Carson, San Antonio, Texas; Cabot's Stain Wax on wood.

For woodwork and paneling...

Cabot’'s
STAIN WAX

Stains, waxes, seals in one operation.

A finish for interior paneling, beams, timbers, woodwork, floors, and
furniture . . . unique in that it combines the rich penetrating color of a stain
with the satin-soft lustre of a wax. ldeal for all wood surfaces . . . choice of
17 decorator colors. When a flat finish is desired, use Cabot's Interior Stains.

Cabot's Stains, the Original Stains and
Standard for the Nation since 1877.

Samuel CabotInc.

One Union St., Dept. 228, Boston, Mass. 02108
[] Send color card on Cabot's Stain Wax.

[] Send Cabot's full-color handbook on stains.




News report continued from page 31

St. Charles: it comes out here

sewage from the community will be routed into a major inter-
ceptor sewer and then to a treatment plant to be built by the
county. In the meantime, however, something has to be done
about the approximately 750,000 gallons of effluent a day that
comes from the community. The developers, Interstate Gen-
eral Corp., and their consulting engineers, Whitman,
Requardt & Associates, chose what may be the oldest, cheap-
est and most effective way to go about it—nature’s own purify-
ing system, with a boost from modern technology—sewage la-
goons and spray irrigation.

Sewage from St. Charles’ 1500 homes and its two schools
flows through sewage lines into a 40-acre system of lagoons
near one edge of the site. The first two lagoons are equipped
with aeration devices which churn the water and add oxygen
to the sewage, thus fostering the growth of organisms which
devour the sludge. From the 5-ft-deep aeration lagoons, the
waste water is pumped to other lagoons where sunlight and
air, along with the ubiquitous bacteria, further clean the wa-
ter. This treatment, which takes about 40 days, reduces the
water’s biochemical oxygen demand to about 25 percent of
influent, and boosts the dissolved oxygen content from zero
to about 60 to 80 percent. After all that, the water is sprayed
into nearby woods. The spraying further aerates the effluent,
and the porous soil and leaf mulch of the 50 acres of woods
acts as one final filter.

Two libraries by Philip Johnson open

The new addition to the Boston Public Library demands at-
tention as a juxtaposition of monumental 1960s neoclassism
against the most refined 1880s Renaissance Revival style.
Less obvious to passing architecture buffs is the advanced
structural system behind the stone arches, which yields a col-
umn-free second-floor reading room about as long as a foot-
ball field.

Designed by Philip Johnson and Architects Design Group,
the $23 million, 10-level addition is about the same size as the
stately McKim, Mead & White building next door. But it boasts
three times as much usable floor space; one factor is the two
floors below ground level, as well as the eight floors plus mez-
zanine above ground. Another factor is the structure itself. A
grid of interconnecting trusses, 16-ft deep, at the seventh, or
top floor, provides support for the third through sixth floors,
which are hung from the grid. Most of the 42 trusses are sup-
ported by steel columns rising from the basement foundation
slab; except for four 4-column towers at the center of the
building, the columns are at the corners and sides.

Another structural innovation—for a building at least—was
the use of orthotropic design (a technique used mainly in
highway bridges) for eight pedestrian bridges at the mezza-
nine level. Orthotropic design has the steel plate bridge deck
doing double duty as structural member and walkway sur-
face, allowing shallow depth over long spans.

Another library design by Philip Johnson has been com-
pleted, this one the $25 million EImer Holmes Bobst Library at
New York University. Johnson and Richard Foster designed
the library and study center as a massive block, clad in red
Longmeadow stone, rising abruptly along the south side of
Washington Square. Zoning approval was held up for months
by community protest over the shadow the structure would
cast on the popular park. On the inside, the building was de-
signed as one huge room, with stacks, work areas and read-
[continued on page 34]
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ing spaces opening onto a 12-story atrium. The black, gray
and white marble floor, based on Palladio’s design for the
church of San Giorgio Maggiore in Venice, is surrounded by
12 shimmering tiers of gold-anodized aluminum balcony
railings.

Personalities

Wilson V. Binger, Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton, New
York City, has been elected president of the American Institute
of Consulting Engineers.

Frank Sheridan, O'Connor Associates, Albany, N.Y., has been
appointed National Architectural Workshop Chairman for the
97th Annual Meeting of the American Association on Mental
Deficiency.

Ted Glasrud, St. Paul, Minn., has been honored by the Min-
nesota Society of Architects of the American Institute of Archi-
tects with a special commendation for ‘“‘excellence in enriching
our man-made environment.”’

John A. Westman, Albuquerque, N.M., has received the third
annual Young Engineer of the Year Award from the National
Society of Profec ~ional Engineers.

Satoshi Oishi, Edwards & Kelcey, Newark, N.J., has been ap-
pointed chairman of the Planning and Zoning Board of Ber-
keley Heights, N.J.

G. Thomas Williams, Willian s-Trebilcock-Whitehead, has been
named president of the Pittsburgh Chapter of The American In-
stitute of Architects.

Thomas E. Hamilton, Jr., Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp., has
been elected president of the Acoustical and Insulating Mate-
rials Association, Park Ridge, IlI.

Awards

Five New Jersey architectural firms were cited for outstanding
design achievement by the New Jersey Society of Architects.

Top honors went to Geddes Brecher Qualls Cunningham
(classroom, office building and central heating plant, Rutgers,
The State University, Newark); Mahoney & Zvosec (Ramapo
College of N.J., Mahwah Township); The Grad Partnership
(Wolf Towers, Jersey City); Ronald Hans Schmidt (pre-
fabricated multifamily housing prototype, Alpine). Honorable
mentions were given to Geddes Brecher Qualls Cunningham
(Stockton State College, Pomona); Moore & Yeager (Rehabilita-
tion-Northampton County Prison, Easton, Pa.).

The Connecticut Society of Architects gave out three awards
and two honorable mentions in its Honor Awards Program. The
top awards went to Douglass Orr, deCossy, Winder & Associ-
ates (office and warehouse for Saab Motors, Inc., Orange); Ed-
ward Cherry and Herbert Newman (Dixwell Community
House/Neighborhood Facilities Building, New Haven) (P/A, April
1972, p. 108); and Carlin, Pozzi & Associates (Branford Inter-
mediate School). Honorable mentions went to Gilbert Switzer &
Associates (Matthew Ruoppolo Manor, New Haven) and John
Matthews (house remodeled for the Matthews family,

New Haven).

Six architectural firms won awards in the third biennial awards
program for architectural achievement sponsored by the Naval
Facilities Engineering Command and the AlA. First Honor
Awards were given to Loebl Schlossman Bennett & Dart (Ser-
vice School Barracks, Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, Ill.);
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Six Detroit architectural firms won Awards o1
Excellence in the yearly awards program of the D
AlA. Selected for awards were: Albert Kahn Assoc.
(Thomas Francis Jr. Public Health Building and Class:
Office Building, both at University of Michigan); Jack Br.
Associates Architects, Inc. (Vilican-Leman & Associates «
Building); Brown/Steele/Bos, Inc. (Lavery Residence); Smi
Hinchman & Grylls Associates, Inc. (Health Sciences Center,
University of Louisville and Bethesda Hospital North); Christo-
pher Wzacny & Associates, Inc. and planners Parkins/Rogers
& Associates, Inc. (Bay City Riverfront North Environmental De-
sign Study); and Rossen/Neuman Associates (Pine Knob Mu-
sic Theatre).
Stevens & Wilkinson (Bachelor Officer Quarters and Mess, Na-
val Supply Corps School, Athens, Ga.); Gilboy, Stauffer, Giom-
betti, Skibinski & Davies (Gamma Ray Facility, Naval Ordnance
Laboratory, White Oak, Md.); and Delawie, Macy & Henderson
(addition to Thompson Medical Library, Navy Hospital, San
Diego, Calif.). Awards of Merit went to: Mackinlay/Winnacker/
McNeil AIA & Associates (Price Elementary School, Mangilao,
Guam) and Hayes, Seay, Mattern & Mattern (Chemistry Labora-
tory, Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, D.C.).

Calendar

Jan. 21-Feb. 18. Exhibit of the Italian Art & Landscape Foun-
dation Inc., Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, Ohio.

Feb. 6-9. Twenty-eighth conference of the Reinforced Plas-
tics/Composites Institute, Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C.
Feb. 8-10. Eighteenth annual educational conference and
seminar of the Ceramic Tile Institute, Disneyland Hotel, Ana-
heim, Calif.

Feb. 20-22. International Building Exhibition, Automotive
Building, Exhibition Park, Toronto, Canada.

Feb. 24-Apr. 22. The Arts and Crafts Movement in America
1876-1916, Art Institute of Chicago.

Mar. 7-8. Lighting conference for manufacturers of mobile
homes, General Electric's Lighting Institute, Nela Park, Cleve-
land, Ohio.

Mar. 12-15. Twenty-fourth National Plant Engineering and
Maintenance Show, McCormick Place, Chicago.

Mar. 19-20. Sixth annual AIA-CEC Public Affairs Confer-
ence, Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D.C.

Mar. 25-29. Thirty-fifth annual convention of the National As-
sociation of Architectural Metal Manufacturers, Royal Sonesta
Hotel, New Orleans, La. '

Mar. 30-Apr. 29. Exhibit of the Italian Art & Landscape Foun-
dation Inc., Seattle Art Museum, Seattle, Wash.

Apr. 9-12. Design Engineering Show, Civic Center, Phila-
delphia, Pa.

Apr. 9-12. American Society of Mechanical Engineers design
engineering conference, Civic Center, Philadelphia.

Apr. 11-13. Third national conference for the Building
Team, Drake Hotel, Chicago.

Apr. 14-May 12. Exhibit of the Italian Art & Landscape Founda-
tion Inc., New Orleans Museum of Art.

Apr. 15-18. Fourth international conference of the Environ-
mental Design Research Association, College of Architecture,
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg,
Virginia.

May 7-10. Thirty-first annual technical conference of the Soci-
ety of Plastics Engineers, Queen Elizabeth Hotel, Montreal,
Canada.

Circle No. 325, on Reader Service Card



up with Fire Agate.

New Fire Agate. Its rich coloring warms up the cold look
of marble. It’s one of 14 exciting colors and pattern and
woodgrain designs in the 73 FORMICA® decorative

laminate collection . . . keyed to the widely promoted
HOUSE & GARDEN Color Trends. They let you

offer more variety, more beauty than ever before.
We'll even help you with the selection and
coordination of fabricator sources for cabinets,
countertops and vanitories. These are just some of

the ways you get more when you specify,

give more when you deliver. Contact your Formica
representative, or write Dept. PA-2.

Circle No. 338, on Reader Service Card

laminated plastic

© 1973 Formica Corporation, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 ¢ subsidiary of




Ad

News report

Washington report

Rearranging the cabinet

The rapid changes at the top level of the administration—
cabinet and sub-cabinet members—make some things per-
fectly clear:

So far as the president is concerned, 1973 will be a year of
holding the line on spending and new government activity,
and it will be a year in which at least some reorganization will
be carried out by presidential directive rather than with con-
gressional approval. There will be no question at all about
who is running the show.

Itis also perfectly clear that there will continue to be plenty
of federal work on the books for architects and design profes-
sionals—at least as much, if not more, than in 1972. Even with
some cutbacks in new funding, most of the federal agencies
concerned with construction have enough money in hand, in-
cluding carryover from previous fiscal years, to continue at a
reasonably high rate of work.

Of course, the substantial changes that have been and ap-
parently will be made will change the manner in which archi-
tects do business: a new set of faces and titles are already in
place; merging and shifting of internal departmental functions
must be checked carefully to keep lines of communications
clear and direct.

Reasons for the top-level shifts and new faces:

a. The president needs no window dressing of prominent
names in his second term. Indeed, he doesn’t want people
with their own constituencies who are prone to charge off in
their own directions. What he wants, and seems to have got-
ten, in general, is managerial and technical specialists who
will take orders and carry them out.

b. Atthe second level of federal departments—the under
and assistant secretaries, commissioners and adminis-
trators—he wants personal loyalists who might finally succeed
in getting some substantial hold on the lower bureaucracy.
Don’t forget that the vast majority of federal workers came
into government under two democratic presidents, and many
of them have been actively fighting, or foot dragging, against
Nixon initiatives. With his own men, many directly from the
White House staff, at the operating level, it may be possible to
get effective control.

At a few points, the general mold for cabinet staff isn’t quite
fitted—notably in the appointment of Peter Brennan as secre-
tary of labor. But Brennan has no apparent constituency out-
side New York City. On lower levels, dismissal of such a
nonpolitical figure as Ellis Armstrong from his post as com-
missioner of reclamation (a professional civil engineer, Arm-
strong’s departure was viewed with some alarm by top so-
cieties) can be explained only in terms of personal problems
with holdover Interior Secretary Rogers Morton. The same
goes for the ‘‘resignation’ of George Guenther, assistant la-
bor secretary who had charge of the hot-potato Occupational
Safety & Health Administration.

But such men as Elliot Richardson (moving from HEW to
Defense), new people like James T. Lynn for HUD; Casper
Weinberger (who moves from the economic council) to HEW;
Claude S. Brinegar (an oil company official best known as a
manager and economist) to succeed retiring John Volpe at
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Transportation; textile executive Frederick Dent at Com-
merce—are very much in the new mold.

Congressional reaction isn’t easily predictable: Generally it
seems to be noncommittal as to the people involved, probably
because it is a little too early in the political game (with next
elections two years away). Any real congressional reaction
will come in another way: the already evident attempt to come
up with a program of alternatives to any presidential plans,
even before the delivery of the annual series of required and
other messages to Congress. Another aspect is the obvious
renewed attempt to force the executive to spend the money
that Congress has set up (as, for instance, the $11.5 billion for
water pollution control, vis-a-vis presidential announcement
that only $5 billion will be spent in the first three years).

Also of vital importance will be progress of the antitrust suit
filed by the Department of Justice against the National Soci-
ety of Professional Engineers, on ground that NSPE forbids
its members to bid on federal projects. The case is the same
as that filed against the American Institute of Architects and
American Society of Civil Engineers and other professional
groups.

But now there’s a difference: NSPE has decided to stand
and fight, where ASCE and AlA signed ‘‘consent decrees”
and eliminated prohibitions from their ethical codes. NSPE
has employed attorneys (headed by former Assistant Attorney
General Lee Loevinger), collected a defense fund, and has
the added bolster of the recently passed ‘‘Brooks bill’”” which
specifically exempts professionals from bidding require-
ments. There are indications that Justice wasn’t too happy
about filing the new action against NSPE—but almost had to
do so as a matter of consistency. A decision favoring NSPE
would probably mean that other societies could begin moves
to reopen or modify their own cases.

Meanwhile, professionals were jockeying for position in ad-
ministrative matters that would have a large effect on their
business:

1 The General Services Administration (which builds and
maintains most federal buildings) was holding a series of dis-
cussions over means of bringing the structural, mechanical,
electrical engineer into a better role on projects. A possibility
under discussion: Bring the consulting engineer in at the ne-
gotiation stage of the project—along with the architect; an-
other, a contractual provision that would require ‘‘value anal-
ysis” of designs during the design stages.

2 Professional societies were thinking about nominees as
members of the newly designated Technology Assessment
Advisory Council—a key organization in the new Office of
Technology Assessment. This new agency, authorized by law
at the last session, would advise Congress on scientific matters
and have powers very similar to those of the General Ac-
counting Office (also a congressional, not an executive
agency). Genesis of the new Office is congressional worry
that Congress has had no special science advisory staff to
counter the huge resources of the executive branch in this
area and has had to depend on services of the Library of Con-
gress for its information and scientific backup. The law, as
signed by the president, doesn’t set up any proportional rep-
resentation among engineers, architects and other “‘scien-
tists”’; it simply states that appointees should be persons of
recognized technical abilities and leadership. Both architects
and engineers want representatives of their own professions
on the Council. [E.E. Halmos]
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New report

Architecture west

At the end of the year California cities were still digging out
from September’s legal twisters. In Los Angeles, the 35 city
plans in various stages of development were soon leveled to
generalities after the State Supreme Court ruled that land
specified in city plans for later acquisition is inverse condem-
nation. Said the court in the Klopping v. City of Whittier
ruling, this deprived the owner of the full use of his property.

The Los Angeles city attorney’s office interprets this as
meaning that the city must be ready to buy all parcels marked
on city planning maps for future condemnation. A member of
the planning department predicted back-to-back escrow from
now on in.

Hardest hit was the Central City Plan with its long-range
stepped development from 1972 to 1990. (P/A July 1972). It
was prepared by outside planners Wallace, McHarg, Roberts
& Todd after 18 months of study and at a cost of almost $.5
million. The maps and text are now reduced to principles;
gone are such distinguishing features as the commercial-resi-
dential park near the Convention Center and the industrial
park in the produce district. What the City Council Building
Committee will now act on is simply a concept plan.

Needed: middie ground

Robert Janovici, attorney in the City Planning Department,
said of the decision, ““Now we know what we can’t do, but not
what we can.”” What is needed, he thinks, is a middle ground
between the broad, general and usually meaningless plan
and the one so tight it needs a shoe horn to get out of.

Janovici used to float between offices giving opinions on
new legislation; now he races. One reason is another State
Supreme Court decision in September, this one broadening
the environmental quality.legislation to apply to private as well
as public projects. In the absence of guidelines as to what is
meant by a ‘‘significant effect’”” upon the environment, build-
ing permits are being issued provisionally in many jurisdic-
tions—all applicants except those whose projects fall into
exempt categories sign an acknowledgment that they are pro-
ceeding at their own risk. Finally, only the courts can decide
who can go ahead. This cooled the interest of lending institu-
tions to such an extent that the volume of building permits fell
off sharply in November.

In the first part of December, legislators, conservationists,
land developers, contractors and bankers worked out compro-
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mise legislation allowing a 120-day moratorium to give state
and local agencies time to set guidelines. In the meantime the
environmental impact reports required on all sizeable projects
are still being written almost in the dark. There are frequent
meetings in the architectural offices to discuss the extent

to which their projects are affected, and one or more persons
are delegated to collect all available information on the
legislation.

Writing the impact reports is vastly time consuming, admits
Frank Dimster, just elevated in the Pereira office to Director of
Architecture and Planning. But, he adds, “We as architects
should welcome any legislation which is good insurance for
higher standards.”

L.S. Storrs, retired former head of the Santa Monica Plan-
ning Dept., was drafted by a number of offices to draw up
their impact reports. After collecting all the temporary guide-
lines that had been set up by various jurisdictions, he faced
such lack of agreement that he gave up and relied wholly on
common sense.

November blew up another storm when five million voters
registered their determination to protect the California shore-
line all the way back to 1000 ft from the mean high tide line.
Most immediately affected were the beach cities. Perry Scott,
Santa Monica City Manager, said gloomily that under the lan-
guage of the Coastal Initiative ‘'no one was qualified.”

By mid-December as appointments to the commission
which would implement the legislation were being made, it
appeared that opponents to the legislation would dominate
the commission. Long Beach Mayor Edwin Wade, co-chair-
man of a citizens’ committee which had fought the initiative,
justified his efforts to seat two anti-environmentalists on the
grounds that “‘we need good solid businessmen in there.”

John H. Zierold, lobbyist for the Sierra Club, wrote in the
Los Angeles Times: ‘It now remains to be seen whether those
who passed Proposition 20 (Coastal Initiative) will have their
victory sustained . . . or whether the same old excesses of pa-
tronage will turn over the control of the coastal commissions
to the very interests that fought coastal management in the
legislature. . ..”

Delays, delays:

Whatever the sympathies of the commission, no one is go-
ing to be very happy. By February 1 when their first meeting is
held, the backlog of cases will be so gigantic that a five to six
months’ delay is expected on decisions.

Litigation has already begun. Great Lakes Properties, Inc.,
whose 100-unit apartment project on Palos Verdes Peninsula
was stopped after concrete was poured for the foundations,
filed a $705 million cross-complaint to halt 50 other private
and public projects. Named as cross-defendants were Los
Angeles County, 10 coastal cities and private developers.

The sad part about all the environmental legislation, said
architect Kurt Meyer, is the area of uncertainty it creates.
‘‘People don’t mind proper legislations but not knowing
whether you are legal or not can be agonizing.”

Also tricky. Planners Pollok & Barrochini piloted a project
for Leucadia successfully through the 1971 act requiring
planning and zoning maps to agree only to be stopped cold
on the Coastal Initiative.

The Gruen office thinks the time was ripe for all this legisla-
tion to pop up. “ltis part of the general encirclement of the
ruthless developer.’’ [Esther McCoy]
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Editorial

Progressive Architecture

February 1973

What does Progressive Architecture stand for? We are often
asked that—if not in those exact words. And in one way or
another we constantly ask the same question ourselves.

A quick inventory of our current attitudes yields a few cardi-
nal principles:

We stand for ecologically sound, socially beneficial allocation
of resources—materials, energy and manpower—in reshap-
ing the environment.

We stand for improved methods of practice, of development
and of construction that enable the architect to serve society
more efficiently.

We stand for heightened social responsibility among archi-
tects, both in considering the ultimate justification for work
they undertake and in speaking out on public issues.

Then there is architectural design, the traditional mainstay
of the architectural journal. P/A has long recognized, of
course, that there is more to be learned from the process than
from the product and, we now realize, more yet to be learned
by discussing process and product together. But, however it
is presented, architectural design still fills the major part of
P/A’s editorial pages—space that it legitimately demands.

Virtually every issue of P/A is a statement of where we stand
on architectural design. Once a year, for our Design Awards
issue, we invite a jury of distinguished professionals to regis-
ter their choices; for the jury, we deliberately seek people rep-
resenting diverse viewpoints—among those that we consider
constructive. For the remaining eleven issues, our staff is in
effect the jury (and we never accept a subject for publication
without a full staff review).

This February issue represents, particularly well, our cur-
rent viewpoint on architectural design per se—as distin-
guished, for instance, from the complex puzzle-solving of
large-scale hospital design (July 1972) or of preservation ef-
forts (November 1972). The office building by SOM, San Fran-

cisco, the interior by Michael Graves, and the dormitories by
Mitchell & Giurgola were chosen for publication because we
feel they are superb solutions to particular problems, and—
beyond that—represent the most promising directions U.S. ar-
chitects are pursuing today. The profile of the John Andrews
office examines a firm recognized worldwide for its prece-
dent-setting design; one purpose of the article is to reveal the
fascinating international organization behind the Andrews
work, but an equally important point is to show some of the
audacious work the firm is turning out on two opposite sides
of the globe.

The architecture you see on the following pages is the kind
of architecture we stand for. It is an architecture that engages
the user’s interest fully, that expresses a building’s role in so-
ciety, that recognizes its surroundings and recognizes the
possibility of extension and change. We stand for non-monu-
mental architecture, except for those rare situations where
monumentality is really called for.

We stand for variety and catholicity, for freedom from
dogma (less can be more, but only in certain situations), for
avoidance of mindless imitation (neoclassicism, 1930s revi-
val), for exploration of the links between architecture, per-
ception and behavior. We admire fine detailing, but only as a
means, not as a preoccupation. We endorse the frank expo-
sure of industrial materials and the equally frank use of ap-
plied color or pattern (rather than the hypocritical manipula-
tion of “‘structural’’ elements) as devices for articulating form
and space.

And we stand for architects and designers who remain
open to new influences, who are not tied to one familiar, mar-
ketable formula, who continually modify and refine their ideas
in the light of new challenges. That is what we mean in 1973
(we who are changing too) when we speak of ‘‘progressive
architecture.”
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Boise Cascade Home Office, Boise, Idaho

The raised box
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A compact glass and steel box provides flexible open
space for a corporate headquarters, views for employees
and a landscaped urban amenity for downtown Boise

Open is the best way to describe the Boise Cascade Home Of-
fice. Open at street level to provide pedestrian loggias on all
four sides leading to a glass enclosed landscaped court.
Open on the exterior to provide views of the plateaus and
mountains that surround the city of Boise. Open to the interior
court that brings natural light into the five office floors. And
open in office plan.

The architects, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill of San Fran-
cisco, were involved in the client’s decision to build in the
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Raising the first office floor 40 ft above street level provided loggias
on all four sides of an interior glass-enclosed and skylit courtyard.

not-too-prosperous downtown area rather than retreat to the
countryside. The decision to keep a low profile rather than
erect a slim tower was also made jointly: SOM preferred not to
violate the generally low skyline, and Boise Cascade wanted
to ““promote horizontal contact among employees, so that
people would drop in and exchange information’ rather than
build a pyramidal organization floor by floor. That decision,
plus the fact that it is an owner-occupied building, led rather
naturally to open planning. Initial space allocations were gen-
erous, allowing for some growth in personnel without dis-
rupting the original design. The size of the headquarters
cadre, however, is expected to remain somewhat stable (no
divisions are located here) with a design capacity of 1200.
The building, 260 ft square, occupies an entire block. The
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Mission Park Residential Houses, Williams College

Complimenting the past

At a small, old New England college, a large, new
dormitory respects living patterns that have
been established on campus for aimost 200 years

There is something strange about Mitchell/Giurgola’s new
dormitories at Williams College. Designed for 294 co-ed stu-
dents, the four Mission Park Residential Houses form a sleek,
angular five-story structure over 500 feet long that clearly ex-
presses the stepped alignment of its rooms on the outside. In
another setting the structure might not be unusual, but on

this old New England campus it seems strange that the building

relates so well to the others and complements its site so natu-
rally. Here, a particularly striking new structure, without com-
promising any of its integral stylistic unity, enriches its sur-
roundings even though it is distinctly unlike any buildings
around it—in style and plan, in size and materials, and even in
siting.

Romaldo Giurgola feels there are three possibilities open to

ISOMETRIC, SOUTH FACADE
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the architect designing within a context of older buildings:
make a clean break with the past and design a new building
unrelated to its surroundings; make the new harmonize with
the old through the use of superficial, cosmetic devices; or,
through a more subtle approach, design the new building sc
that it establishes a dialogue, or sets up an encounter, be-
tween the old and the new.

Williams College is high in the Berkshire Hills in the old
Massachusetts town of Williamstown where, in 1790, Willian
Free School was established; it became Williams College in
1793. Old Georgian buildings of the free school stand today
but most of the red brick and white frame structures of the
late Georgian and Federal styles date from the 19th and earl
20th Centuries. A few others betray their Victorian origins,
and a couple date from the Collegiate Gothic craze.

The wooded, gently rolling campus is planned as a walkin
place with parks, tree-lined boulevards and walks typical of
most old New England schools. Before Mitchell/Giurgola ai
rived, the school had selected a site for the new dormitory;




Set off by deep terraces, a triangular dining hall and lounge structure divides the 500-ft front fagade of the new Mission Park Residential Houses.
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Entrance level

1 Gallery

2 West lounge
3 East lounge
4 Living room
5 Bedroom

6 Television
7 Laundry

8 Television

Ground level

1 Bedroom

2 Living room
3 Dining hall
4 Kitchen

5 Serving area
6 Recreation



A grade-level bridge extends at main entrance through second-level lounges

to bedroom wings (above). Rear of building (right) overlooks playing fields.

would occupy a prominent position in historic Mission Park
where, in 1806, four theology students first formulated plans
for the American Foreign Mission Society. When the project
won a P/A Design Citation in 1970, the jury commented on the
way the building responded to its site, which slopes immedi-
ately away from the street and trails off with no real visual ter-
mination. They said the site was ‘‘the toughest spot for an ar-
chitect to bein ... [because it] suggests nothing ... not a clue
from surrounding buildings.”

Several devices however, diminish the building’s size and
scale to make it relate to its surroundings. First, it is placed to
the rear and lowest part of the site where it also acts to define
both the park and the campus. Then the structure is im-
bedded in the ground so that only four floors are visible from
the front, where the four connected houses are expressed as
eight separate, stepped units; each bedroom is articulated
with a bay window that de-emphasizes the whole volume
while repeating proportions similar to those of the older build-
ings. In addition, the shape of the building encourages a dia-
logue with the others nearby as its extended wings seem to
reach out to them. Between the wings the triangular dining
hall and lounge is set off from the building by deeply pene-
trating terraces on each side. Here, at the main entrance, a
suspended ramp extends out to the ground in one direction;
in the other direction it enters at the second-level lounges
above the dining hall and continues, suspended, past the din-
ing hall stairs and on to the bedroom wings.

With so much articulation of form, the building could be ex-
cessive in appearance, but Dan Perry, who was an associate
in charge of the project, explains that when design could be-
come assertive, Mitchell/Giurgola chooses the subtler ap-
proach where design is never used for its own sake. Even the
floor plan, where so much tension and movement is gener-
ated, reveals a deceptively simple solution to a building that is
basically a long spine of service facilities and hallways with
bedrooms on each side.

P O S S




Complimenting the past

The students are openly enthusiastic about the new dormi-
tory. Seeming to forget its size, they like most the privacy it
gives, its intimacy and its noninstitutional aspect. One student
particularly liked the options for encounters with others, or for
no encounters if he chooses. Sepérate entrances for each
house allow students to come and/go in privacy, and every
four bedrooms is on a private hall with its own living room.
Large groups can gather in the lounges, in the television
rooms and galleries on the first floor, or in the recreation
rooms and dining hall on the ground floor. In the basically

-

white building entrances, stairways and halls are color-keyed
to help orient students and to give individuality to each of
the houses.

It was important to create a living environment centered
around the individual because, at Williams, where the idea of
mass student housing has always been eschewed, the old
residential houses have been tailored to the individual’s
needs for almost 200 years. Discussing the new dormitory,
one student even said, “‘it's uncanny how much this place re-
minds me of the old houses, and | don’t know why."” [DM]

In bedrooms (above), lounges (right) and galleries (below)
custom designed birch furnishings contrast with bright
accent colors in the white interior.

Progressive Architecture 2:73

Data

Project: Mission Park Residential Houses, Williams College, Williamstown,
Mass.

Architects: Mitchell/Giurgola Associates Architects; R.M. Kliment and G.
Daniel Perry, associates in charge.

Program: additional dormitory facilities, due to increased enroliment, pro-
viding 294 private study-bedrooms within one building, for men and
women students.

Site: a wooded hiliside at the edge of the campus on the northern end of
Mission Park, sloping northward away from older red brick and white-
painted campus buildings.

Structural system: residential areas are reinforced concrete flat slab on
concrete columns; dining hall is structural steel frame with precast con-
crete panels.

Mechanical system: electric convector and baseboard unit heating; din-
ing hall air conditioned. Automatic Permissive Load Control system defers
alternating heating zones to maintain total campus electric load below a
preset maximum.

Major materials: precast concrete exterior panels, aluminum exterior
window and door frames, insulating glass, drywall partitions.

Cost: $4.6 million, about $40 sq ft, including site work, utilities, built-in
equipment and furnishings, excluding loose furniture and fees.
Consultants: Cosentini Associates, consulting engineers (mechanical);
David Geiger-Horst Berger, consulting engineers (structural); Lois Sherr,
landscape designer; Lella Vignelli/Unimark International, interior design-
ers; Murphy/Lindsey Associates, food facilities consultants.

Client: Williams College, Williamstown, Mass.

Photography: Bonnie Freer; except p. 57, top, Adelaide Giurgola.



From entrance bridge, stairs descend (left) to dining hall where the
two-level-high space is partially divided by the entrance-level lounges.
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Profile: John Andrews Architects

Conversations
with the
John Andrews
Architects

A nine-partner firm with work on two continents
is not as big as one might think. The trick?
The partners actually do most of the real work

At the recent opening of George Gund Hall, the spectacular
new Graduate School of Design building at Harvard Univer-
sity, John Andrews said, ‘‘In at least one respect this building
is symbolic of our own practice; it pouses a variety of disci-
plines, or interests, under one roof, where constant communi-
cation and interaction are encouraged.”” The John Andrews
firm consists of nine equal partners who have come together
from Australia, Canada, the U. S., England, Scotland and
South Africa; their projects range from the small, single-family
house to large institutional complexes, university master
planning and the large urban redevelopment projects.

What began over 10 years ago as a one-man Toronto office
(where John Andrews worked mainly on kitchen renovations)
is now an architectural practice cgrrently involved in major
projects in Australia, Canada and the U.S. ““It all began,”” he
explains, “while | was a student at Harvard. | got into the To-
ronto City Hall competition with some fellow students, we
placed second, and that's why | came to Toronto in 1958.”

The firm attracted wide recognition in 1964 with phase | of
Scarborough College, a 400,000-sqg-ft megastructure satellite
college of the University of Toronto, completed 25 months af-
ter the contract was signed. That generated other commis-
sions—the Smith College School of Art, the Sarah Lawrence
Science Facilities, the Guelph University student housing—
and in 1965 the office began seve;ral projects for Montreal’s
Expo '67. Then, in 1967, they were awarded the Metro Cen-
tre commission, with associated architects Webb, Zerafa,
Menkes, to plan and program the redevelopment of 200 acres
of railway land along the lake adjacent to downtown Toronto.
That same year they began work on the now well-known Port
of Miami passenger ship terminal, and in 1968 they were
asked to design the recently completed George Gund Hall.

“Once those projects got rolling,”” adds partner Roger Du
Toit, “"John began experimenting with reorganizing the office
in order to cope with them. We started with a set of associ-
ates, but basically John controlled the practice. Not long after
that, we went into a 10-man partnership (one partner has
since left). Everyone in the firm who was acting in a profes-
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sional capacity, who could carry on a one-to-one relationship
with the client, became a partner. This was an innovative
thing to do; you could have only 10 people in the firm and
they could all be partners. We’re not SOM; the biggest staff
we've ever had was around 37. If the projects get big the staff
gets big, so it’s kind of a group of architects really.”

“We don’t work like most practices,” says partner John
Simpson, “‘where the boss goes to the golf club and gets all
the work and the other guys do it. Each partner has his proj-
ects; there is a one-to-one relationship with the client where
one partner is really in control, making all the major decisions
related to each project. That person isn’t necessarily the one
who designs the project, nor is he necessarily the one who
actually gets it built; he is the continuous point of reference. If
you have the old concept of who the boss is, you won't al-
ways get him when you call this office; you’ll get the person
who is working with you.”” Andrews adds, however, that “‘we
have our own internal arrangements as to how money is di-
vided, but I'm certainly not a ruling partner in terms of dictat-
ing changes. | would speak out, though, if | thought some-
thing were wrong, just as | would expect all of the other
partners to.”

“There are only two sources of differences among the part-
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ners,” adds Roger Du Toit. “‘One is influence, and John is
one of the most influential partners, but it has nothing to do
with power. The other is income, which is related to the area
you’re involved in, which may be more profitable than others.
In a partnership, that normally represents seniority, but with
us it means a partner’s energies have gone into something
and he should get the money out of it. We're taking stock of
our diversity; we're setting up an organization now that will
run each area efficiently, but within the diversity of the total
group. In this new organization, the individual partner will
function autonomously within an area suited to his skills and
interests. While the areas will be divided by project, by disci-
pline and even by geography, each partner will have the ad-
vantage of drawing on the expertise of the others.” The part-
ners see the firm evolving into a cooperative, in the truest
sense of the word, which could only reinforce their basic ap-
proach to architecture.

One of the most important aspects of their approach, as the
following projects show, is expressed in an unusual sensitivity
to how people use buildings, how pedestrians, cars and other
transportation facilities best move through cities, streets and
buildings. Their ability to realize these humanizing concepts
in physical terms does not come about, however, through un-

critical acceptance of the program of every project they take
on. When accepting a new commission, the firm examines all
of the questions concerning a project. They question whether
a project should be built at all, if the client’s program is the
best way of going about it, or if a completely different ap-
proach should be taken. Asking these questions reveals a
philosophy, shared by all the partners, that is best reflected in
their deep concern for the context within which they are
asked to build.

As an example, Du Toit states that “‘in many situations, es-
pecially where you have a big pool of space, such as at a uni-
versity or some other large institutional complex, there are at
least four ways to provide space: better use of existing space
through administrative changes, renovation, infill and, finally,
building anew. People usually only think of the last, without
even considering the previous three, but we go through the
whole process before ending up with a building.”

The partners

Australia: John Andrews, John Simpson.

Canada: Roger Du Toit, Edward A. Galanyk, Anthony Parsons, Edward R.
Baldwin, William E. Bennet, Lawrence Diamond; Metro Centre Office,
Robert Anderson.
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Profile: John Andrews Architects

McMaster Student Center:
a no-build decision

FILM
BOARD |

A small summer cottage:
PoYe. renovation and addition
UP;E:-( PUB On Georgian Bay at Pointe au Baril, Ontario, the architects

MS.U. built three buildings and renovated an existing one rather

than build the new summer house the clients anticipated.
9 “When | first saw the clients,”” William Bennet says, ‘“‘they

HEC ] m L Tl wanted a ‘house,’ and said they could describe it in 20 min

utes. It actually took them two days. For many involved rea

SECTION sons, we ended up with four buildings. There was an existi
small cabin that could be used as the kitchen/dining area;
The firm did not end up with a building for the “‘new”’ stu- protected canopy would connect it to the main sleeping
dent center at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. Ac- cabin. A guest cabin was built, then we put a screened por
cording to partner William Bennet, ‘““They had a program for a down by the lake where the children could be watched, wh
new $6 million student union and hired us as program consul- could be another dining/living area. Then the whole thing
tants. We came to the conclusion that the university didn’t was tied together by a deck. Three things determined builc
need a single student center. The campus was already a stu- locations: the trees, which we didn’t want to remove; the Ic
dent center; all kinds of facilities existed, they were just basi- tion of the septic tank obviously influenced where other
cally disorganized. The central student center could be incor- things would go; and the geography of the small peninsulz
porated in a building that was being vacated; it was very close Even though this was on a small scale, we did a thorough |
to the heart of the campus and could be used in conjunction gram and site analysis.”

with existing cafeterias, lounges and other facilities if properly
coordinated with food services and recreational programs.

Ultimately, we were selected as the architects to renovate the
old building.”

2
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Main circulation paths lead from existing amenities to student center. c-]
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Tufts Behavioral Sciences Building: discreet infill

At Tufts University in Medford, Mass., the architects’ feasi-
bility student for new classroom space, offices for faculty and
graduate students, laboratories and a lecture theater exem-
plifies their concept of infill building. *‘Because most of the fu-
ture growth will occur at the bottom of the hill below the old
campus,” John Simpson reports, ‘‘we convinced the univer-
sity that the strategic area between the old and future con-
struction would be an ideal place for other new buildings, so
we simply went up to and between the old buildings. The uni-
versity wanted to demolish the beautiful old monumental en-
trance to the campus, but we restructured it to work in with
the new construction. The new building actually becomes
sort of a very large staircase, and can grow around the brow
of the hill without interfering with the spaces between existing
buildings. We located the theater in such a way that it belongs
to the campus as well as to the new building, so it could be
used independently.”

JORTH ELEVATION /D\

LOUNGE

oFficef°9}  .cLASSROOM
—__—OFFICE COLR/"' LAB r
™ B =

ICAL SECTION



Profile: John Andrews Architects




[
i T i

aren | |EEEEEH] sunio l ' —m% s, 1]

CRAFTS ; INDUSTRIAL

AREA L STUDIO DESIGN

S o | DESIGN - || mooeL HsTomace 1 ScuLPruRe

SEETION BB 0" STUDIO SHOP ﬁleOR C'Rcf,_,.. bt _._STUDIO ]
\ Cd
Partner Anthony Parsons talks of the Kent State commis-
sion, which came in two years ago: “‘Their facilities were scat- ‘
tered and inadequate with one sculpture studio in an old gas
station the students called ‘Lincoln center.” We were asked to
program space and to design a new building for one of three ‘
possible sites. The school was growing rapidly; they had orig- = m
inally planned for about 45,000 sq ft of new space, but we ”i “ ] ﬁl % ]
were able, within the budget, to increase that area by about LN Cu_ g L
half. We tried to consolidate as much of the fragmented T o i ‘g”:
: waet iall ; A
space as possible, but of course we couldn’t get it all into one o
building—that will have to wait until the second phase. We o - = a
did, however, locate the new facility next to, and connected =3 El
to, the old main art building. l[_
““The campus had been expanding away from town toward H I}
a new expressway, so we sited the building on a main circula- ]
tion line going through the main part of campus toward the
town, and extended the pedestrian path directly through the
N\~ ™

new building. With the building on the perimeter of the com-
mons it also reinforces the commons as a place for students.

“We did numerous studies on low-cost buildings and came
out in favor of steel, which was cheaper than concrete partly
because Youngstown is nearby. The 25-ft-sq expandable
modular bay system can grow in any direction; and to satisfy
the north light requirements the grid was laid over the site in a
north-south axis. This modular system allowed setbacks that
could be used for outdoor spaces. Avoiding trusses saved
money; we used a post and beam system where gutters run
between the facing skylights on the roof of each module. In-
side we used dry wall partitions and off-the-shelf storage
units.

““Except for metal doors and some clear glass windows, the
entire building is clad in two standard units of Kalwall, a pre-
fabricated fiberglass reinforced acrylic panel originally de-
signed as an inexpensive material for church windows.
Through varying the pigmentation and the insulating material
between the skins, both the light intensity and the color could
be controlled.

““We started with no special requirements on the air han-
dling, how things went together, how things looked and so
on. We didn’t do layouts for ducts and stuff like that, we just
let it happen. If you leave out the suspended ceiling to make a
savings and to really express the mechanics and guts of the
building, then it's assinine to work it to death because you put
all the money back into making lovelies. The final cost of the
building was $29 a sq ft.”

Data

Project: School of Art, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio.
Associate architects: Ross, Yamane Architects.
Structural engineer: R. N. Gensert Associates, Inc.
Mechanical engineer: Pfitzenmaier & Jablonski.
Electrical consuiltants: V. A. Lombardi Associates.
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The art school’s 25-ft-sq modular bay system can grow in any direction.
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Sculpture studio above, second floor hall below; Terrence Shaw, photos.
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Smith College Art Complex

At the Smith College Art Complex in Northampton, Mass.,

the architects brought a pedestrian path directly through the
building. Partner Edward Galanyk explains, ‘‘The site se-
lected by the college was on the edge of the campus, which
presented a good opportunity to integrate the town and cam-
pus in a positive manner. So we placed the sculpture court
directly on the circulation route—it becomes the circulation
route—between town and campus where it is readily acces-
sible to both students and public. The court is also the main
circulation path of the building; from it you go directly to the
museum, the teaching spaces and the library. Over the court,
the roof is a system of sawtooth skylights supported by steel
beams clad in stainless steel. The panes on the north side are
clear glass; the mirrored panes on the south pick up the north
light and throw it down into the court.”

—

FIRST FLOOR 0 20 J’
—t— N

Data

Project: Smith College Art Complex.

Structural engineer: William LeMessurier Associates, Ltd.
Mechanical engineer: Smith & Anderson.

Electrical engineer: Jack Chisvin & Associates.
Landscape architect: Richard Strong Associates.

Cost: $5.2 million.




Scarborough College, phase |l

o ST

T

Sited along a bluff, the first-phase, 400,000-sq-ft linear options for moving and isn’t just more of the same stuff. By
megastructure of Scarborough College is organized around changing the master plan, diverse activities can now be
an interior pedestrian concourse. The second phase was added in many places, and the circulation can simply creep
originally planned to continue that orientation, but as John alongside them. ‘
Simpson explains, it does not. ““The materials changed also. Phase Il is an extremely raw
“The life of universities is quite changed from what is was building, and | think the university made the right decision in
five or eight years ago,’” he says. ‘‘Facilities are now recog- spending money on space rather than finishes. Utilities are
nized as belonging to the community as much as to the organized so suspended ceilings are no longer necessary. By
school, so we oriented phase Il, with its gymnasium, toward locating packaged air-handling units on the roof so that each
the community. A bridge and an underground passage con- unit handles a specific area, we were able to add space with-
nect the new building to the existing wing. Instead of contin- out compromising the central boiler plant. When more area is
uing the linear arms of phase |, facilities are now clustered added, all we'll do is take hot and cold water, as it were, to the

around the administrative, physical center, which offers more air-handling unit to handle thiat space.”

Ik

oo

First phase, completed 1966, John Reeves photo.
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Data D i (e

C =21
Project: Scarborough College Phase II, 0 N
University of Toronto, Scarborough, Ontario. |
Electrical engineer: Jack Shisvin & ? )
Associates, Ltd. S |
Mechanical engineer: R.E. Crossey & ‘
Associates, Ltd. |
Structural engineer: Seethaler & Bernard q
Cost control: Helyar, b
Vermeulen, Rae & Mauchan. =5 ey ‘
Area: 171,000 sq ft. 0 30 1200 A f—)
Cost: $4,628,000. q CAMPUS PLAN, PHASE 2 SHADED
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Hooker Tower

“The interesting thing about Hooker Tower,” John An-

drews says, '‘is that it’s our first major commercial project.
Probably the more fascinating aspéct though, is that the real

estate, at $400 a sq ft, cost $14 mi|iion, and the building will
cost $17 million. That's much diffe:rent from here where you

wouldn’t pay more than 25 percent of the total cost for the
site. ‘

““The building is on the busiest piedestrian intersection in
Australia, and we couldn’t put a no:rmal office with the usual
plaza in an area that was all shops—Sydney is one big shop
all over the ground level. The client wanted a regular prestige
building with a plaza, but you havé your own conscience and
you’ve got to try to do something that’s right for the city and
at the same time satisfies the developer’s demands. We were
able to satisfy those needs througﬁl the form of the building it-
self, which keeps the diagonal movement across that site
where people come out of the sub\‘/vay and go toward the op-
posite corner. Also, we wanted to get the sun into the front of
the building, and with a diagonal, which makes you tuck the
core in the back, we were able to do that.

“In Australia, height is contro|le<id by setbacks, so we were
able to take the mean of the fagade as the point to calculate

the setback; it was just a case of c?nvincing the city to inter-

pret its zoning law that way. We ha;ve absolutely maximized

the possible coverage in this build‘ing; you couldn’t get an-
other square foot on this site. By putting the core in the back,

the building is 89 percent efficient on open floor space, and a

trick like that puts a developer in a very good mood.

“There are fantastic views in Syc}iney, SO everyone wants

glass. They also have extremes of temperature in the high

range. Everything is fully glazed wi‘th incredible mechanical

systems sucking out all the hot air, so having put in the glass

they then obscure the view with ve}netian blinds. Dreadful

contradictions. We felt they should have something that al-

; | h
lows views and keeps the sun off, such as our stainless steel

space frame. It is detached about? ft from the building, with

adjustable, triangular, tinted acrylip louvers fitted into the

frame. Between it and the building are stainless steel walk-

ways for the window washers, whq are so well protected they
don’t need to wear belts. The whol‘e thing has 76 miles of 1%

in. stainless steel tube. There are no knuckles—we couldn’t

afford them—it's done by bending, and it will go up in 26’ x 12’
chunks.” ‘
|
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Data

Project: office tower for Hooker Projects, Ltd., Sydney, Australia.
Consulting architect: P. J. Courtney.

Structural engineers: Wargon, Chapman & Associates Pty. Ltd.
Consulting service engineers: D. S. Thomas & Partners.
Quantity surveyors: T. R. Pickering & Associates.

Cost: Aus. $17,021,000.
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Profile: John Andrews Architects

Belconnen is one of several satellite cities being built on the
outskirts of the capital of Australia. The new government of-
fice complex will be a series of low, connected buildings total-
ing 1 million sq ft. “The original brief,” John Andrews reports,
“was to build five 15-story towers, but we were able to get
them to change the program by proving all sorts of things
about circulation, expansion and connection, and basically
by pushing the idea that if 4000 civil servants will be there for
most of the day, then the thing should be able to operate as a
microcosm of the city. This was|important because there’s
nothing there now.

“The complex will set the pattern for future development of
the city; in fact, half the length of the main street of Belcon-
nen town center will run through this complex. There is a
weather protected shopping mall open 24 hours a day that
will run through it, with connections for housing to be built
later. None of this was in the scheme for the original towers.

““The complex is super sophisticated in terms of the precast
erection technique and precast building techniques. We
spent a long time designing a T-beam that would give com-
pletely open space for the office landscape. The pre-
manufactured, exposed mechanical systems go along the
ends of the T-beams and feed in all under the roof; there is no
ceiling. All of the precast members are made on the site: 19
individual precast components go into each of 18,000 8-ton
T-beams, all tensioned right at the stress limit. The gallows
beams that go across the building weigh 24 tons each, and
the contractor has to love them to death because if he doesn’t
they get cracks and he has to throw them away. The point of

Belconnen Government Office Complex

them, though, is to open the space. The people who will use
the complex are in an office landscape now, but without the
amenities that go with it. They’'re literally wearing green eye-
shades, sitting at desks in big, open spaces with little boxes
sitting around for the supervisors. We introduced the office
landscape idea, which wasn’t part of the original program, as
a means of upgrading the environment for these people.

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

ROADWAY

MALL

- COMPUTER
CENTER

Data

Project: Government Office Complex, Belconnen, National Capital
Development Commission, Canberra, Australia.

Electrical and mechanical engineers: D.S. Thomas & Partners.
Structural engineers: P.O. Miller, Milston & Ferris.

Landscape architect: Richard Strong & Associates.

Quantity surveyors: McCredie, Richmond & Johns.

Cost: Aus. $16,000,000.
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oydon Associates, photo.
A total of 18,000, 50-ft-long, 8-ton T-beams form Belconnen’s structural
system. Weighted on one side, and resting on columns on the other,
the cantilevered beams are designed to allow installation of mechanical
and electrical systems (below) that do not penetrate the structure.

| 8
oydon Associates, photo. Michael Andrews, photo.
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University of Minne
St. Paul Campus

The planning for the St. Paul campus of the University of
Minnesota is not the usual campus master plan; it is a detailed
analysis of how the physical plahning should be done before
the university becomes enmeshed in what is actually to be
planned. Roger Du Toit explains, ' The two campuses in Min=
neapolis had reached the saturation point and the St. Paul
Campus, about 2% miles away, with 700 acres of land, was an
obvious place where major grov}vth could occur. The univer-
sity hoped to integrate all three campuses into one adminis-
trative unit so students could take classes in any one of the
three, but it was pretty obvious they weren’t geared to hire a
master planner. They had inforr‘nation everywhere, and hadn't
really organized their planning office to cope with planning.

“We suggested that we not go ahead with a master plan,
but instead prepare a tactical study to set the terms of refer-
ence for the plan and to set out all the issues that needed res-
olution; and that we organize their information into an under-
standable format. These two components—a tactical study
and an annotated bibliography ‘of information—would ensure
that whatever plan was done could be implemented.

“One of the most important aspects of the plan was that it
was participatory. We made a graphic inventory that dis-
played every bit of information about the campus on a map.
We then sent out issue analysis sheets saying that any plan-
ning problem could be stated a:s an issue, anyone could state
an issue, and it would be our task to resolve those issues in
context with the others. So everyone on campus saw what
was going on.

“We brought out a set of factors to be considered while
planning, which included information on demography, popu-
lation, program relationships (teaching activities, traffic, etc.),
area requirements and locational requirements. We set up
task areas where a group of faculty and staff investigated the
landscape, natural systems, the service systems, utilities,
housing, social concerns, recreation and so on, to lay out

Progressive Architecture 2:73
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The final, '‘Don't Build"' chart shows where not to build, and why.

what things had to be covered and to try to show that no one
was the center of the universe, that other things had to be
considered.

““We thought the university should not plan to a specific
horizon, but that it should consider an evolving series of hori-
zons. The first was the predictable horizon which included the
design of buildings being programmed and those under con-
struction. The next was the planned horizon for about 10 years
into the future which mainly dealt with circulation and land
use, and finally the horizons for about 30 years into the future
that look at what should be considered.

“The last step was to look at the ways the demand for build-
ing space could be met, and it was at this time that we set up
four guiding principles that we now follow in most of our
work: more efficient utilization of existing space, renovation
of existing space to new or better purposes, infill between anc
expansion of existing buildings, and expansion into land used
for other purposes. From this, for the long-term needs, we
made charts and maps for the planning office to follow which
showed areas of potential use for particular needs. The last
chart was our ‘don’t build” drawing, which showed areas that
should not be built upon and the reasons why.”



T

downtown Toronto, 200 acres of railway yards will become Metro Centre.

Aetro Centre

letro Centre is one of the largest urban developments of

5 kind in the world. The site comprises 200 acres of prime
ind now used as railway yards on the perimeter of downtown
oronto facing Lake Ontario. Its design is heavily determined
y transportation systems, and incorporates a coordinated,
lixed use of housing, office, retail, institutional and open
yace. As such, the entire complex will include the city’s ma-
ir transportation exchange, approximately 7 million sq ft of
tegrated office and retail space, 9000 residential units, tele-
sion studios and a communications tower.

The project came about in 1967 when the two major land
olders—the Canadian Pacific and Canadian National Rail-
ays—got together and hired developer Stewart Andrews (no
:lation), who was also the developer for Montreal’s Habitat,
1organize development of the site. “‘Although the railways
~vned most of the site,” according to Roger Du Toit, “‘there
ere also provincial, federal, metropolitan and city land-
bldings—a complete mix of land ownership. Stewart An-
-ews put together a development team, which included us as
‘chitects and urban planners in association with architects
'ebb, Zerafa, Menkes, and also included the land owners.

e also got politically organized to involve all the government
jencies in the development of the plan. We worked with the
aveloper in taking it through the government agencies, and
en set up a separate office under our partner Robert Ander-

Panda Associates, photo.

son to do the architecture and continuing planning.’”” Ander-
son reports, ‘““We’re now in working drawings for the tower,
which is to be built first, but its design was changed, and
we're now working on the new one.”

The original tower was to be a three-column mast with of-
fices, studios, observation area and a revolving restaurant on
top. In the new drawings the tower has taken the shape, in
plan, of a three-pointed, star-shaped column that diminishes
in circumference as it rises. Three elevators, two with glazed
cabs, will rise up the tower from lobby and information facil-
ities at the lowest level, to television studios and offices, and
on to a revolving restaurant and observation post on the top
level. With television transmission facilities above that, the
structure will be the tallest un-guyed tower in the world.

Data

Project: Metro Centre, CN/CP, Toronto, Ontario.

Associate architects: Webb, Zerafa, Menkes.

Regional planning and market analysis: Murray V. Jones and
Associates.

Traffic engineering: Barton-Aschman Associates.

Municipal engineering: Marshall Macklin Monaghan Ltd.
Structural engineers: R.R. Nicolet and Associates.

Mechanical and electrical engineers: Ellard-Wilson Associates.
Municipal council: Rohmer, Cory & Haley.
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Is by Schaefer, Schirmer & Associates, PA

Despite programs that stressed economy, architects for
three schools near Wichita combined form and expression
to make strong, but sympathetic, design statements

Strong architectural forms are a tradition on the plains—grain
elevators, barns, silos, windmills and, in former years, the
one-room schoolhouse topped by a belfry. Today, the part-
ners of a Kansas architectural firm believe that, as formal ele-
ments, modern consolidated schools can provide strong
visual counterpoints to the vast rolling landscape. Three
schools by Schaefer, Schirmer & Associates, PA, prove their
thesis, yet were built within exceptionally tight budgets.

Two schools, Eisenhower and Kennedy Elementary
Schools in Wellington, Kan. were designed and built simulta-
neously. The school district requested that they be as similar
as possible, varying only to fit different enroliments. Teaching
areas for all levels except kindergarten are planned around
the instructional media centers of both schools. Due to the
larger capacity of Eisenhower, however, more area is in-
cluded for teaching near the IMC. Other facilities are virtually
the same in both buildings, as is the open plan teaching con-
cept. Large multipurpose areas serve lunch and assembly
needs and minimal satellite kitchens are supplied from the
main kitchen at another school. Teaching and administrative
areas are carpeted, and both schools are fully air condi-
tioned. Metal deck, open web joists and masonry bearing
walls were chosen for their economy—the price of both
schools, completed in 1970, was $14.50/sq ft for the general,
mechanical and electrical contracts. Although Eisenhower
and Kennedy are not monumental in scale, their massing is
expressed in clean brick planes, punctuated by deep-cut
openings.

Chaparral High, the third school, shows a clear evolution of
design, responding to a larger program for a different age
group, on a wide-open rural site. Located almost exactly half-
way between the towns of Anthony and Harper, Chaparral
had to be more than a high school. The towns both needed
meeting, athletic and theater/auditorium facilites. By building
those capabilities into Chaparral, the towns could achieve a
measure of the shared interests that their children experi-
enced daily.

Land surrounding the 60-acre site is mostly treeless and

Progressive Architecture 2:73

rolling, composed of wheat farms and cattle pastureland.
Given the open character of the area, the architects sought t
orient school functions around interior areas, with only min-
imal views of the uninterrupted horizon. Massing again pro-
vides an intentional visual contrast, while the warm gray-
brown brick relates to the dominant color of the surrounding:

High intensity use areas such as the gymnasium, theater
and cafeteria/commons are grouped around a broad street-
like entry and corridor with informal seating. The library face:
an internal open court and draws additional light from high
clerestory windows. The courtyard is the center or core for
activities less intensive than the laboratory-type classrooms.
A connected planetarium located near the science rooms ca
be, and is, used by outside groups as well. As in the Well-
ington schools, Chaparral was designed around economy.
Availability of the precast concrete tees and masonry bearin¢
wall materials brought another under-the-budget bid, and
Chaparral was built for $15.80/sq ftin 1971. [JM]
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SIXTEENTH STREET

Centrally located media centers serve adjoining open teaching areas.

Data

Projects: Eisenhower and Kennedy Elementary schools, Wellington, Kar
Architects: Schaefer, Schirmer & Associates, PA.

Sites: Eisenhower, 10.5 acres in a middle-to-upper income residential
area; Kennedy, 7.5 acres in a lower income residential area.

Program: two elementary schools for the same town, to be as similar as
differing capacities allow. Eisenhower is designed for 400 students,
Kennedy for 250.

Structural system: drilled piers and grade beams, masonry bearing wall
open web joists and metal deck with concrete slab.

Mechanical system: two-pipe chilled water-hot water system, air systen
with air handling units in multipurpose rooms and offices, unit ventilators
in classrooms.

Major materials: brick and exposed block walls, gypsum board partition
and wood paneled multipurpose room walls, 2x4 lay-in board ceiling,
carpet and resilient tile floors.

Costs: $855,223 for both schools, includes general, mechanical and
electrical contracts ($14.50/sq ft).

Consultants: all engineering by Schaefer, Schirmer & Associates, PA.
Photography: Joel Strasser.
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Itipurpose room with wood walls serves for both eating and activities. KENNEDY

k glass, deep overhangs and air conditioning control the Kansas sun. KENNEDY ELEMENTARY scHooL &, 73
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Kansas counterpoints ‘

Home economics courtyard, with the school planetarium beyond.

The auditorium/theater can be subdivided with folding partitions.
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ata

‘oject: Chaparral High School, Anthony-Harper, Kan.

‘chitects: Schaefer, Schirmer & Associates, PA.

te: 60 acres of gently rolling farmland with no trees, surrounded by
1eat fields and pastures, five miles from both towns.
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