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BUNSHAFT DESIGNS ART MUSEUM FOR WASHINGTONWAGE BOOSTS 
CATCH BIDDERS 

OFF-GUARD

INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING 

OF ARCHITECTS

Do it today. It will cost you 
more to do it tomorrow. Or. 
better yet, don’t do it at all. 
These attitudes, especially 
the latter one, are affecting 
many architectural projects 
across the nation as building 
costs continue their often 
shockingly steep advance. 
Spearheading this advance 
are labor contracts, which 
averaged increases of nearly 
5% across the U.S. during the 
first half of 1967.

What makes these cost 
boosts dangerous to archi­
tects is the relative quiet with 
which they are achieved. This 
is especially true if the labor 
contract is signed locally — 
in New Orleans, for example 
— and the architect respon­
sible for a job there is from, 
say, Chicago.

Some of the largest labor 
wage increases occurred in 
the construction industry, 
ranging in April and May 
alone from a 5t‘ hourly in­
crease in Jacksonville. Fla., 
to a whopping 50c an hour 
increase over a three year- 
period in Cleveland.

Understandably, these 
rapidly proliferating cost in­
creases have thrown bids off 
alarmingly, sometimes by as 
much as 50%. And it is no 
surprise that, faced with these 
unexpected advances, clients 
are having second thoughts 
abo\it going ahead with their 
plans. At least two Cleveland 
projects were so affected re­
cently — a two-block reha­
bilitation job in the Hough 
section, which is currently 
trying to find new financing 
(see p. 49, August 1967 
P/A), and five campus build­
ings of the Cuyahoga Com­
munity College.

If nothing else, these soar­
ing labor costs are going to 
mean that clients will have to 
pay more for building. One 
Cleveland home builder esti­
mates that recent wage boosts 
alone will, by 1969, tack an 
extra $5000 on a house that 
would have sold last year for 
$23,000.

PRAGUE,
About 2000 persons from 
Europe, Asia, and North and 
South America attended the 
ninth world congress of the 
International Union of Archi­
tects here July 3 through 7.

Much of the conference’s 
work took place in prelimi­
nary sessions, in which from 
20 to 25 delegates from as 
many countries met in special­
ized workshops. In these ses­
sions, they discussed such 
topics as schools, registration, 
housing, and hospitals. Much 
of the value of these UIA 
meetings,
Schwartzman, who was one 
of the AIA delegates to these 
preliminary sessions, is 
sharing our experience with 
less developed nations.” An­
other part of their value, of 
course, is as an exchange for 
international architectural in­
formation. Schwartzman is re­
sponsible for reporting on the 
meeting to the AIA, which 
will in turn report to its mem­
bers.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Danielsays

in
WASHINGTON, D.c. If the mem­
bership of the Fine Arts Com­
mission is changed by the 
President (see news item, p, 
57. one of the first tasks fac­
ing the new members may be 
a decision on the new Hir- 
shorn Museum, designed by 
Gordon Bunshaft of the New 
York office of Skidmore, Ow- 
ings & Merrill. The circular 
museum rests on four hollow 
“legs,” above a sunken sculp­
ture garden, which will line a 
rectangular, 500' reflecting 
pool directly in front of the 
museum. Pool and garden 
will run at right angles across 
the Mall, depressed 7’ below

grade, creating a new cross 
axis of the Mall first proposed 
more than 50 years ago. Be­
yond the garden would be a 
proposed National Sculpture 
Garden surrounding a circu­
lar pool that could be used 
as a skating rink in the winter. 
The National Planning Com­
mission has granted prelimi­
nary approval of the plans, 
while questioning the idea of 
skating amid works of art. Al­
though President Johnson has 
signed a bill authorizing the 
$15 million museum to house 
the art collection of Joseph 
H. Hirshorn, construction 
awaits Congressional funds.

For P/A’s comments on the 
conference, see this month’s 
Editorial.

NATURAL LIGHT 
FROM A FLUORESCENT 

LAMP

NORTH BERGEN. N.j. A recent­
ly introduced fluorescent lamp 
is said to match both the visi­
ble and ultraviolet spectrum 
of natural outdoor light. 
Called Vita-Lite, it will pro­
vide a limited amount of the 
ultraviolet wavelengths, 
enough to help synthesize vi­
tamins needed for healthy 
bones and teeth without caus­
ing sunburn, according to the 
developers. They also claim 
the lamp will help rid an in­
doors atmosphere of bacteria 
and viruses that are normally 
killed by sunlight. It is being 
made available for commer­
cial and industrial applications 
by the Duro-Test Corpora­
tion.

ECOLOGY : MAN SHAPES 
fits ENViHONMENT

"From Nature’s chain, what­
ever link you strike.

Tenth, or ten thousandth, 
breaks the chain alike.”

Alexander Pope

hills, but this one had im­
plications the Hatfields and 
McCoys never dreamed of. 
Disputed were the rights of 
strip coal miners to tear up 
the homes and yards of 
eastern Kentucky residents to 
get at the coal beneath. 
Rights to coal just beneath 
the surface were given to the 
mines 60 to 100 years ago in 
so-called “broad-form” deeds, 
and so far the Kentucky courts 
have upheld the rights of the 
miners. A further ruling is 
due this month from the 
Kentucky Supreme Court.

P/A News Report 51

Earlier this year, the noc­
turnal stillness of Knott 
County, Ky., was shattered 
by a gigantic explosion. 
Someone had fastened dyna­
mite charges to a diesel power 
shovel of the Kentucky Oak 
Coal Company and blasted it, 
as they say, to kingdom 
come. Feuds are, of course, 
nothing new to the Kentucky
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Mo-Sai wins this round on the new Madison Square Garden

JU^

were joined to the back of the flat 
panels with tongue and grooves 
cast in the Mo-Sai.
The textured Mo-Sai surface of 
hard, natural aggregate will 
maintain its color indefinitely, 
winning maintenance “rounds" 
for many years to come.

unit 22 feet wide and 8 feet high. 
When bolted into position the 
ribs run vertically the height of 
the building.
To further accent the height, 
vertical coves in a light beige 
Mo-Sai were placed every 22 
feet (see inset). The coved units

Mo-Sai was chosen to completely 
encompass the new drum-shaped 
home of Madison Square Garden. 
To create a warm color and 
emphasize the 13-story height of 
the building, Mo-Sai with exposed 
chocolate-colored pebbles and 
light beige ribs was cast in one

Architects: Charles Luckman Associates i Structural Engineers: Severud. Perrone, Fischer, Sturm. Conlin arxj Bandel ' General Contractors: Turner-Del Webb, a joint ver^ture

PRECAST. PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 
WITH EXPOSED AGGREGATE



For more information, 
write or call any of the 
Institute members listed below:

MO-SAI INSTITUTE, INC.
110 Social Hall Ave.
Salt Lake City. Utah 84111 
Members, Producers' Council

BADGER CONCRETE COMPANY
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54902

BEER PRECAST CONCRETE LTD.
Scarborough. Ontario, Canada

BUEHNER & COMPANY, INC.
Mesa. Arizona 85201

CAMBRIDGE CEMENT STONE CO.
Aliston. Massachusetts 02134

ECONOMY CAST STONE COMPANY
Richmond. Virginia 23207

FORMIGLI SALES COMPANY
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19103

GOODSTONE MANUFACTURING, INC.
Rochester, New York 14621

GRASSI AMERICAN CORP.
South San Francisco. California 94080

HAMILTON CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO.
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37407

HARTER CONCRETE PRODUCTS. INC.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73106

INTERPACE
PRECAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS
Pomona. California 91766

JACKSON STONE COMPANY. INC.
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

OLYMPIAN STONE COMPANY, INC.
Redmond. Washington 98052

OOLITE INDUSTRIES. INC.
Miami. Florida 33163

PUSTICRETE CORPORATION
Hamden. Connecticut 06514

THE GEO. RACKLE & SONS CO.
Cleveland, Ohio 44105

READY-TO-POUR CONCRETE CO.
Boise & Idaho Falls, Idaho

SEKIGAHARA STONE CO.. LTD.
Tokyo, Japan

SOUTHERN CAST STONE CO.. INC.
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901

study of these sequences is 
known as ecology — literally, 
the study of man (or any 
other living organism) in re­
lation to his environment. 
Unlike other animals, man 
has a penchant for fouling 
his own nest, partly because 
of a lack of ecological knowl­
edge, partly because he seems 
not to care.

Home owners are under­
standably reluctant to see 
their homes destroyed with 
no compensation. “Random 
shooting from both sides has 
become commonplace,” read 
a report from the area in mid- 
July. “Mine guards go 
armed.” But the ramifications 
of strip mining go even be­
yond the personal tragedy of 
home owners. For wherever 
strip mining occurs, the land 
is made unfit for habitation. 
Not only does the surface 
soil get removed or mixed 
with deep-lying minerals, 
making it impossible for it to 
support vegetation, but also 
pools of water fill in depres­
sions and irregularities with 
high concentrations of dis­
solved substances inimical to 
life. Moreover, where the veg­
etation is stripped away, the 
earth becomes prey to the 
effects of wind and rain. 
Much the same thing hap­
pened in the 1930’s on the 
great Midwestern plains. The 
grasslands were plowed under 
for crops, which died during 
a drought. Left unprotected, 
the land blew away in swirls 
and clouds that blotted out 
the sun, burying homes and 
hopes alike. Suddenly, thou­
sands of families were without 
means of support, defeated 
by their ignorance of natural 
sequences of events. The

Nor any fish to eat — Take 
the alewives, for example. 
Originally a salt-water fish, 
the alewives crept into the 
Great Lakes when the St. 
Lawrance Seaway was opened 
about 10 years ago. With 
no natural enemies to keep 
them in check, they have 
proliferated until the lakes 
contain literally millions of 
them. This summer, millions 
died, perhaps from pollution, 
perhaps from sudden changes 
in water temperatures. What­
ever the cause, lakeside cities, 
especially Milwaukee arid 
Chicago on Lake Michigan, 
found their lakefront beaches 
covered with dead alewives. 
Water intakes were clogged, 
and an overpowering stench 
wafted inland on northeast­
erly breezes. Crews worked 
around the clock with bull­
dozers trying to clear the 
beaches; Chicago even 
sprayed the decaying mass 
with deoderant. At the height

TEXAS INDUSTRIES. INC.
Arlington, Texas 76011

WILSON CONCRETE COMPANY
Omaha. Nebraska 68107

On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 373
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primeval green slopes and re­
duce them to crumbly, des­
olate cliffs, ripping at ancient 
seepages and springs, dump­
ing topsoil to creek bottoms 
and covering it flat with 
sterile inner layers. Often con­
tractors, as they skimmed the 
tops of hills, or as they ran 
their arbitrary roads up hill­
sides or as they gouged out 
little shelflike pads for bunga­
lows or castles, had the ma­
chinery efficiently shove tons 
of loose dirt and brush over 
the side, where it slouched, 
loosely held up by bushes. 
‘Just shove ’er over. The 
brush’ll hold ’er!’ ”

Then, of course, the rains 
came. Lillard goes on: “Tons 
of rainwater soaked into tons 
of loose dirt and rock in the 
raw cuts and loose fills until 
finally the soggy masses up­
rooted the shrubs they lay on 
and slipped rumbling and 
smashing down the slopes. 
Rivers of ruin on denuded 
hillsides picked up rocks and 
soil and roared down. Some­
times as the mud flows gave 
way they pulled the founda­
tions out of the house just 
above them. More often they 
piled up around the houses 
below them, new spic-and 
span all-glass contemporary 
homes, and then when the 
mudslides slopped up deep 
and heavy enough, they went 
on through the houses, push­
ing in walls and windows, 
filling swimming pools, carry­
ing away terraces and plants 
and trees and all the ac- 
cumlated objects of Home. 
Sweet Home and Garden 
Beautiful,”

Finally, in 1952, a Los 
Angeles ordinance set restric­
tions for the cutting and 
grading of hills and for the 
drainage of water. But even 
so, drains clog, seepage from 
drains and swimming pools 
puts pressure on weakened 
soil, and careless contractors 
grade during the rainy sea­
son. So landslides still occur.

of the summer season, lake 
cities found their beaches un­
usable.

The alewives might have 
met with natural enemies in 
the Great Lakes, but the 
opening of the Welland Canal 
connecting Lakes Ontario and 
Erie some 40 years ago let 
in the lampreys — long, 
black, fish-eating eels. The 
canal was helpful to the ship­
ping industry. At the same 
time, by providing a passage­
way for the lamprey, it effec­
tively killed the Great Lakes 
fishing industry. Like the ale- 
wife, the lamprey found no 
natural enemies in the lakes. 
(It had originally been a 
denizen of the Atlantic, also 
like the alewife.) And with 
nothing to check its progress, 
it ate its way through the 
lakes, completely wiping out 
the trout and pike. With the 
fish went not only the fish­
ing industry but peripheral 
industries, such as fish dis­
tribution and sea food restau­
rants. Through some brilliant 
work by biologists, the lamp­
reys are now under control. 
But the alewives are not. A 
$10 million bill is pending in 
Congress to find out what to 
do with them.
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New Jersey alone, 2400 homes 
were destroyed, 8300 partially 
damaged, and in all, $80 mil­
lion worth of damage done. 
Almost all of it could have 
been avoided, if man had 
heeded knowledge about na­
tural processes. Ian McHarg, 
chairman of the landscape 
architecture department at the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
wrote about that storm in an 
essay entitled “Ecological De­
terminism”:

"The theory of dune for­
mation is well understood, as 
is stabilization by vegetation. 
The ecological communities 
from beach dune to bay shore 
have been their limiting fac­
tors. In the Netherlands, the 
value of dunes and their sta­
bilizing grasses and the impor­
tant role of ground water are 
known and attributed value, 
but not, however, in New Jer­
sey. It is common knowledge 
that beaches are highly toler­
ant to human use but that 
dunes and their grasses are 
not. Development of the Jer­
sey shore included breaching 
of dunes for many purposes 
— home building, beach ac­
cess, etc. No constraints were 
placed upon use of dunes so 
that vegetation died and the 
dunes became unstable; no 
effective restraints were placed 
Upon withdrawals, ground wa­
ter which inhibited vegetation 
growth. Considerable areas

were waterproofed by build­
ings, roads, parking areas, 
which diminished recharge of 
the aquifers. The consequen­
ces were inevitable: with its 
natural defenses destroyed, 
the shore was vulnerable and 
was extensively damaged.” 

McHarg has two profes­
sional ecologists teaching on 
his staff at Pennsylvania. He 
considers a knowledge of ecol­
ogy so important for his 
landscape architects that his 
department offers the univer­
sity’s ecology courses. Gradu­
ate students in biology who 
want ecology credits take 
them in the department of 
landscape architecture.

Unplanned suicide — A Pan­
dora’s box is opened each time 
someone tampers unknow­
ingly with man’s environ­
ment. Although the alewives 
were mostly only a costly 
nuisance, more often man’s 
tampering with the ecological 
balance can cost him his own 
life. Perhaps the most dra­
matic example came recently 
with the death of three 
American astronauts. Engi­
neers had sought to make the 
rocket load lighter by using 
pure oxygen inside the space 
capsule. What they over­
looked is that a spark fed by 
pure oxygen can cause a 
life-snuffing fire. Human 
ecology. Man exists in air, 
not in pure oxygen.

In southern California, 
the push for living space has 
led man to redesign the hills, 
land formerly considered 
too steep for adequate hous­
ing. In his book Eden in Jeo­
pardy, Richard G. Lillard de­
scribes the results of this 
particular folly..

"From around 1945 on, up 
and in went the skiploaders 
and bulldozers and big eight­
wheeled trucks to hack at

Fouling the waters — There 
seems to be nothing man likes 
to foul better than water. By 
pouring sewage and the wastes 
of industrial processes into 
lakes and streams, he not only 
makes the water undrinkable, 
but he also often makes it 
impossible to swim in it, and 
kills off its wildlife, which has 
provided both recreation and 
food. So polluted is Lake Erie ■ 
that little life exists in it. Its 
beaches have been closed to 
swimming for years. In Lake 
Erie, the effects of pollution 
have run their course, and the 
Federal Government is being 
forced to undertake a $3,900,- 
000,000 program to clean it 
up. Deep in Soviet Russia,
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The finger in the dune — The 
same type of needless destruc­
tion happens along the eastern 
seaboard, because there, as 
elsewhere, man has tampered 
heedlessly with his environ­
ment. In 1962, the northeast 
coast was lashed by a violent 
three-day storm. Day after 
day, 60 mph winds pushed 40' 
waves against the shore from 
Long Island to Georgia. In

54 P/A News Report



Lake Baikal, which contains 
one-fifth of the world’s lake 
water, is just beginning the 
pollution cycle. A newly 
opened pulp mill is pouring 
its waste into the lake in quan­
tities sufficient to worry biol­
ogists about the ultimate fate 
of some 1000 species of plant 
and animal life found only 
in that lake. Also threatened is 
the lake’s considerable fishing 
industry, currently producing 
35% of Siberia’s fish catch. 
Hundreds of thousands of the 
world's smaller lakes are 
threatened by the wastes pro­
duced by the sewage of the 
homes that line their banks. 
Slowly, what was once an 
ideal home site becomes a 
homesite next to a sewer.

uable food is destroyed. An 
acre of salt marsh can produce 
300 lb of edible scallops per 
year, more than an acre of 
grassland can turn out in 
beef. Besides, these marshes 
afford protection for both the 
young of many food fish and 
for the Crustacea and other 
invertebrate creatures they 
eat. If the marshes are de­
stroyed, a large portion of the 
off-shore commercial fishing 
may be endangered. “A marsh 
takes a good thousand years 
to be created,” Dr. Nelson 
Marshall, professor of ocean­
ography at the University of 
Rhode Island, told a reporter 
recently. “It can be destroyed 
in a day.”

evaporation is lost. Just how 
all this affects continental 
climates is not precisely 
known. In fact, it is thought 
by some that, despite the heat­
ing effect of cities, the climate 
is becoming slowly cooler. 
The cooling trend is explained 
as a result of the increased car­
bon dioxide in the air, man­
made pollution, which throws 
up a dome-shaped shield 
against the sun’s rays. Not as 
much heat reaches the ground, 
and the earth slowly becomes 
cooler. Whatever is happen­
ing, with care, man can guard 
against it. Judicious intersper- 
sal of cities and parkland, the 
placing of buildings to allow 
for the cooling, clearing ef­
fects of wind, and, of course, 
the control of pollution, can 
keep climate in balance. The 
important thing — and for 
man it seems almost impossi­
ble to do — is to keep from 
tampering with nature with­
out knowing what the results 
will be. Once the economic 
significance of preserving the 
environment — and indeed 
the need to preserve it if we 
are going to preserve ourselves 
—• is recognized, we can avoid 
the confusion Dr. Rene Du- 
bos of the Rockefeller Insti­
tute has noticed. “Throughout 
the centuries,” he states, 
“man worshipped nature. He 
still does, but now he does it 
with a sense of guilt.

hoods. In short, it sounded 
like an architectural conven­
tion on the western shores of 
the Atlantic. But there was a 
notable difference. The RIBA 
allows no product suppliers 
at its convention, no sales­
men, no exhibits of architec­
tural products. Perhaps, by 
this act of segregation, they 
are missing a valuable chance 
for exposure to the suppliers 
they depend upon.

LOW-COST

HOUSING SYSTEM
BEING TESTED

IN DETROIT
Cities and climate — As the 
rapid filling and paving of the 
United States’ vast megapoli- 
tan stretches picks up speed, 
it appears that such huge, rel-

DETROiT, MICH. With the aid 
of a $203,000 grant from 
HUD, seven units of low-cost 
housing are being constructed 
here. If cost estimates of 
about $7 per sq ft are met, 
the implications of the system 
in a world hungry for feasible 
low-cost housing may be far- 
reaching. Designed by Neil 
Mitchell, who teaches at Har­
vard, and who spent a year 
recently in Venezuela as con­
sultant for development on 
the new city of Ciudad 
Guayana, the system, a varia­
tion of which is getting its 
first try here, was devised orig­
inally to rely heavily on the 
enterprise of the householder, 
who is expected to put it to­
gether himself — in the best 
homesteading tradition. What 
he does is erect four porous 
concrete columns on sunken 
concrete pilings. (The con­
crete used is extremely light­
weight, about half its volume 
consisting of small air bub­
bles entrained in the fresh 
concrete at the time it is 
mixed.) Two beams of por­
ous concrete are then lifted 
onto the columns and secured 
by steel pins; porous con­
crete roofing slabs are placed 
between the beams. Each

Marshes are invaluable — 
Wetlands, the coastal marshes 
rimming much of the conti­
nental United States, are suf-

BRITISH ARCHITECTS CONVENE
BRIGHTON, ENGLAND Some
500 persons attended the an­
nual meeting of the Royal In­
stitute of British Architects in 
this seaside town July 13 to 
15. Given the number of ar­
chitects registered in the 
British Isles, attendance was 
proportionately what can be 
expected at AIA conventions, 
and the tenor of the occasion 
was much the same. There was 
a program of speeches, fol­
lowed by discussion, much of 
which centered on the old 
topic of prefabrication; how 
architects will have to lead in 
the development and utiliza­
tion of more economical 
building systems or have their 
work usurped by package 
builders. There was also talk 
of increased costs and the 
need for evaluating them cor­
rectly. And there was some 
mention of the environment 
and the planning of neighbor-

fering much the same fate as 
lakes and rivers, with much 
the same dire results. As these 
wetlands are dredged away to 
provide landfill, or filled in 
with garbage and other pol­
lutants, or paved for roads or 
housing developments, fac­
tories or marinas, several 
things happen. For one thing, 
removing or covering the 
nearly indestructible peaty 
salt marsh barriers destroys 
one of the greatest natural 
buffers against storms. Higli 
seas are absorbed by these 
marshes the way sponges ab­
sorb water. Like dunes, they 
protect the land behind them. 
Another thing that happens, 
ironically, is that some of 
man’s most economically val-
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atively unalleviated areas of 
concrete, steel, and other man­
made materials can appreci­
ably change the climate. Ev­
eryone knows that it is usually 
warmer in the city than in the 
country. “The temperature 
tonight is expected to dip into 
the sixties in the city and into 
the upper fifties in the sub­
urbs.” announces the radio. 
And the reasons for this dis­
parity are not hard to find. 
The rock-like materials of 
cities store heat more effec­
tively than do trees and open 
land. Moreover, tall buildings 
keep cooling breezes from dis­
persing the heat. The rain and 
snowfalls in cities are allowed 
to run off in gutters so that 
the cooling effect of their

component weighs only 150 
lb, so it can be put in place 
by two men. “It’s idiot proof,” 
says an associate of Mitchell’s. 
“My wife helped put one to- 

With the roof ingether.'
place, the owner theoretically 
(but not in Detroit) supplies 
his own materials for walls —
anything that will keep out the 
weather, such as tar paper, 
orange crates, adobe bricks.

In Detroit, plans call for 
experiments with different

P/A News Report 55



types of siding: steel, alumi­
num, plastic, asbestos, ce­
ment, and wood. Construc­
tion will be done by union 
labor. Since this is the first 
time the system has been 
tested on such' a scale, and 
because here it is not a do- 
it-yourself project, costs may 
run as high as $10 per sq ft. 
But HUD is picking up the 
extra tab. Neither bathroom 
nor kitchen will be prefab­
ricated. “At this point, the 
prefab units on the market 
cost more than a piecemeal 
installation.” explains Robert 
Mayers, a New York archi­
tect, who, with his partner 
John SchifT, is designing the 
Detroit housing for Mitchell. 
SchifT and Mayers have 
added some innovations to 
the system. They use the 
cross-beams, for instance, 
which cantilever 3' beyond the 
columns, to provide space — 
when two 10’ units are placed 
back-to-back — for a bath­
room and stairwell, or, on the 
exterior, a sunscreen. Using 
the basic unit, they have pro­
vided an amazing variety of 
configurations. Sometimes the 
frame is left open, forming a 
courtyard or an upstairs 
balcony. On the interior, they 
can form a two-story living 
room by omitting the roof 
panels at the first-floor level. 
Experiments with the porous 
concrete have reduced its 
weight to about 80 lb.

HUD plans to sell the 
units to persons in the area, 
offering them low-cost Gov­
ernment mortgages. The ar­
chitects. Mitchell. Mayers, 
SchifT, and architectural con­
sultants Bruno Leon & As­
sociates of Detroit, went into 
the area to talk with prospec­
tive purchasers, asking them 
what they wanted in housing. 
Most liked the fact that the 
system allowed for low-cost 
additions as their families 
grew. To this end, the archi­
tects have run prefabricated 
plastic pipe stacks for bath­
room plumbing to the third 
story in all five-bedroom 
houses although there is now 
no bathroom on these floors.

Thirteen of the units will 
be strung out on land that is 
now a parking lot owned by 
the Catholic Church. Four 
individual units will go up on 
vacant lots also owned by the 
Church. No land will be 
specially cleared; while en­
thusiastic about the low-cost 
housing, residents in the area

local materials, it could be 
turning out housing com­
ponents within 12 hours.

In underdevloped areas, 
the system has the advantage, 
besides being low cost, of en­
couraging the homeowner to 
improve his economic status. 
As his income improves, he 
could change the wall materi­
als. And if, as Mitchell sug­
gests, 16 pilings are sunk on 
an individual lot instead of 
a minimal four, the house 
could be gradually expanded 
without much extra help. Ac­
cording to one estimate, the 
original cost, including sur­
veying, placing of pilings, 
and price of components, 
could be as little as $300.

were vehemently opposed to 
any urban renewal that might 
be tied in with it.

Mitchell feels that his sys­
tem could provide shelter in 
disaster areas. A plane could 
fly the abbreviated factory 
needed to turn out compo­
nents to, say, the site of an 
earthquake in Turkey. Using

CANADIAN PAVILION FIRST FOR EXPO 70

with one side extended to pro­
vide an overhang”), surround­
ing a central courtyard. The 
exterior surfaces of these 
sheds are sheathed in mirrors, 
to reflect the sky. One of the 
sheds will house a restaurant 
and exhibit offices; the others 
will hold the Canadian exhibit 
entitled “Discovery.” Each 
shed, 65' long and 50' high, 
is hardly an invisible structure, 
but the mirrors will help them 
seem less obtrusive, reflecting 
as they will the surroundings 
from their 45° surfaces.

The interior courtyard, with 
reflecting pool, is thought of 
as a place to sit or walk 
through without having to 
view an exhibit. Above it will 
be five overlapping, rotating 
umbrellas on mirror-sheathed 
pedestals. On the undersides 
of the umbrellas, the architects 
plan to paint a work of art that 
will move and mesh as the um­
brellas rotate.

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUM­
BIA Appropriately enough, 
the first pavilion arrounced 
for Expo "yO. the international 
exposition to be held in 
Osaka, Japan, comes from 
Canada. It is the result of a 
two-stage, nationwide compe­
tition in which there were 
207 entries. Winners are 
Erickson Massey, Vancouver 
architects, who started out to 
design a structure that looked 
as little like a world’s fair 
building as possible. “We have 
seen enough of fair buildings 
recently,” comments Arthur 
Erickson, whose firm de­
signed the Man in the Com­
munity pavilion at Expo 67.

What they had to do, how­
ever, once the size of the ex­
hibit space wanted was settled, 
was, as Erickson explains it, 
to “bring the building out of 
the ground.” Model of the 
Canadian exhibit shows four 
shed type shelters (“A-frames
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to suggest changes that would 
"bring the Genessee River into 
the city instead of allowing it 
to sneak by the back door as 
a sort of large-scale, open 
sewer.” Such an aim involved, 
of course, a great deal of work 
on the part of society mem­
bers, and it is hoped that the 
effort will not be wasted — as 
the waterfront has been.

At the river’s mouth, the 
society proposes construction 
of a new, modern port facility 
with new warehouses, a board­
walk for visitors, a waterfront 
restaurant, and a marine mu­
seum. The river basin would 
be widened to accommodate 
ships and the increasing num­
bers of pleasure craft. As a 
point of attraction for tourists 
and boaters, a pavilion might 
be built to incorporate a fog 
horn and a beacon and form a 
sort of “River Gateway.”

Other proposals include a 
large marina in the lower river 
near Lake Ontario, an apart­
ment complex at the top of 
the gorge south of the Upper 
Falls, and a "River Plaza” 
complex of shopping and rec­
reation facilities that would 
line both sides of the river in 
the downtown commercial 
district.

Fortunately, the society's 
interest in the river coincides 
with the thinking of city ofii- 
cials, some of whom, includ­
ing the mayor, were on hand 
at opening ceremonies last 
May. Since then, the exhibit 
has been displayed in store­
fronts, office building lobbies, 
and at the county fairgrounds, 
so that a large segment of the 
Rochester public has had a 
chance to see and perhaps 
even to consider it.

nients, and the like. It has no 
statutory power to enforce its 
judgements (and it can and 
has been ignored by Presi­
dents), but its opinions have 
been increasingly important 
to the development of the 
capital.

Problem now is that, 
through the ire of former 
President Truman, who ig­
nored decisions and refused to 
make appointments, terms of 
four of the commission’s seven 
members have already ex­
pired or will expire soon. 
Thus, President Johnson 
could, with a mass appoint­
ment, completely change the 
character of the group — and 
with it, the character of the 
future city development.

All six members were ap­
pointed in 1963'. artist Wil­
liam Walton, who is serving 
as chairman; planner Burn­
ham Kelly; sculptor Theodore 
Roszak: critic Aline Saarinen; 
architect John Carl War- 
necke, architect Gordon Bun- 
shaft (whose term expires this 
month). All six will continue 
to serve until someone else is 
appointed, but the situation 
leaves only landscape archi­
tect Hideo Sasaki (whose 
term expires in 1970) serving 
on a continuing basis.

A prescribed system of 
staggered terms, considered 
essential by commission mem­
bers for the sake of continu­
ity, broke down when Presi­
dent Truman, annoyed be­
cause the then-existing group 
didn't like his plans for a 
porch on the south side of the 
White House, began to ignore 
the commission and didn’t 
bother to replace members 
whose terms had expired. 
Thus the members were finally 
replaced as a group.

White House delay in 
naming new commissioners is 
due in part to an attempt to 
work out a new system of 
staggering terms; in part, ap­
parently, to uncertainty about 
names of possible new ap­
pointees.

Of special concern to ar­
chitects is the fact that, with 
encouragement from Presi­
dents Kennedy and Johnson, 
the existing commission has 
assumed a powerful role 
trying to turn poor plans into 
better ones, criticizing archi­
tects. even redesigning some 
projects. A wholesale replace­
ment by people not oriented 
to what the existing commis­
sion has tried to do could

PLAN OFFERS HOUSING 
WITHOUT RELOCATION

nesses and underground space 
allocated for parking.

Many New York City agen­
cies and organizations have 
offered encouragement, but. 
so far, none have offered to 
back a trial unit.

NEW YORK. N.Y. A Scheme for 
building new apartment units 
in crowded, run-down urban 
areas without displacing pres­
ent tenants is being put for­
ward by the firm of S. l. Kess­
ler & Sons. Impossible? Not 
so, say the Kesslers, who have 
applied for a patent on their 
idea. What they propose is to 
build a high-rise structure in 
the now-vacant, contiguous 
backyards of urban tene­
ments. Although originally 
proposed for use in Harlem, 
the scheme might be used in 
virtually any urban ghetto 
where backyards have little 
use besides depositories for 
garbage. They envision an 
apartment hou.se approxi­
mately 53' wide, leaving 15' 
to 20’ of space on either side, 
between it and the street-lining 
tenements. Perhaps one tene­
ment would be removed to 
provide access for construc­
tion machinery and materials. 
Once the high-rise apartments 
were completed, the persons 
in the surrounding houses 
would be moved into them, 
and the site cleared to be 
turned into park and recrea­
tional facilities. The Kesslers 
believe that such construction 
could be done under present 
Federal 221 (d) 3 regulations, 
providing more spacious, 
sounder homes than current 
rehabilitation does. Some pro­
vision could be made at 
ground level for small busi-
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ROCHESTER REVIEWS ITS RIVER
ROCHESTER, N.Y. Several years 
ago, the Rochester Society of 
Architects realized the need 
to acquaint citizens of this 
upstate New York city with 
the extent to which their lives 
are influenced by architectural 
design. As a first step, the so­
ciety inaugurated an annual 
exhibition whose themes were 
calculated to stimulate public 
awareness of its environment 
as provided by nature and im­
proved (or disfigured) by man. 
After some early exhibitions 
had presented a general view 
of the profession, the society 
dug in further with shows 
that concentrated on individ­
ual building types. Recently, 
hitting even closer to home, 
the Society ran an exhibition 
entitled “The River.” which 
spotlights the city's most obvi­
ous physical feature.

It was the aim of the com­
mittee that arranged this 
year's exhibition, which ran 
from May through August, to 
expose existing conditions 
along the river, to point out 
the natural amenities it af­
fords. to explain inappropriate 
uses of waterfront land, and

THE F!i\E AETS 
COH.MISSIO\

WASHINGTON, D.c. Architects 
and city planners were wait­
ing with some apprehension, 
in early August, for the 
White House to make de­
cisions that could affect the 
future development of the 
nation’s capital.

The decisions involve the 
composition of the prestigious 
Commission of Fine Arts, 
which is essentially a sort of 
architectural (and unpaid) 
review board, chartered by 
Congress to judge design pro­
posals for new public build­
ings, parks, bridges, monu-
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lowship will enable Liskamm 
to study transportation facili­
ties, design, and development 
in various parts of the world 
while serving as visiting 
senior lecturer at the Univer­
sity of London for the aca­
demic year 1967-68 ... At 
the request of the White 
House, Charles Luckman, 
New York architect, is at­
tending the 43rd session of 
the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council in Gene­
va. Luckman is Special Ad­
visor to the U.S. delegation 
. . . Head planner and archi­
tect for the Planning Office at 
Stamford University, Royal 
H. Tyson, was recently 
elected president of the As­
sociation of University Ar­
chitects . . . For service to 
the profession, George T. 
Rockrise, Seattle architect 
and adviser on design to 
HUD Secretary Robert C. 
Weaver, was awarded a ci­
tation by the American 
Society of Landscape Archi­
tects.

mean a complete change of 
signals for anyone attempting 
to design almost anything of 
monumental or official nature 
in Washington.

Although Gordon Bunshaft, 
chief opponent of the new 
AIA headquarters addition, 

of the commission

^ T rr
3

Tower and B.C. Hydro and 
Power Authority Communi­
cations Center, near Simon 
Fraser University, Burnaby 
Mountain, British Columbia, 
Canada, by Erickson Massy; 
Central Heating and Cooling 
Plant (3), University of 
Saskatchewan, Regina, Sas­
katchewan. Canada, by Clif­
ford Wiens; Bay Area Rapid 
Transit System, San Francis­
co, Calif., elevated system by 
Tudor Engineering Company 
for Parsons-Brinckerhoff- 
Tudor-Bechtel, Donn Em­
mons, consulting architect; 
Industrial Bridge for General 
Mills. Inc., West Chicago, 
III., by A. Epstein & Sons; 
Ardrossan Grade Separation, 
Highway #16, near Edmon­
ton, Alberta. Canada, by Mc- 
Bride-Reagan, Consulting En­
gineers; Pedestrian Bridge for 
University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, Tenn., by Bruce 
McCarty & Associates.

IS one
members whose term is ex­
piring, chances are he will 
not be replaced. Bunshaft, of 
course, is working on the 
LBJ Library in Austin, Tex., 
and it is probably safe to as­
sume that the President will 
continue to seek his advice. 
Bunshaft’s retention on the 
commission will no doubt

Becket & Associates.
Winning designs, which in­

clude five Canadian projects, 
were: Community Center (1) 
San Pedro, Calif., by Joncich, 
Lusby & Associates; Ohio 
Savings Association, Parma 
Heights, Ohio, by Don M. 
Hisaka & Associates; Toronto 
City Hall, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, by Viljo Revell and 
John B. Parkin Associates; 
Warehouse for Pleasantdale 
Corporation (2) Atlanta, Ga., 
by Martin & Bainbridge; 
Habitat 67, Cite du Havre, 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, 
by Moshe Safdie & David, 
Barott, Boulva.

In addition, the Water

doom any reconsideration of 
the AIA building.

Just how a change in the 
commission’s membership 
could affect the FDR Memo­
rial designed by Marcel 
Breuer is not certain. A bill 
is now pending in Congress 
suggesting that Breuer’s ver­
sion be built despite the Fine 
Arts Commission ruling. The 
bill would reverse the pro­
vision of an earlier bill 
making Fine Arts Commis­
sion approval mandatory for 
the memorial.

In normal circumstances, 
the Fine Arts Commission’s 
rulings are merely recom­
mendations. However, ac­
cording to a provision of 
Shipstead-Luce Act in 1930, 
in certain 
areas of the city — the Rock 
Creek Park area, for example 
— the commission acts with 
much the powers of a local 
zoning or planning board. 
Since the AIA land falls in 
one of these areas, the com­
mission’s ruling on it can only 
be reversed by decision of the 
district commissioners. 
Whether or not the AIA will 
appeal to the commissioners 
is undecided, and the matter 
is further complicated by a 
soon-to-be-carried-out consol­
idation of the district com­
missioner’s offices, which will 
reduce the number of com­
missioners from three to one.

PCI PRESENTS 
AWARDS

IT*S A CIRCUSt

monumental

CHICAGO, ILL. Eleven projects 
that demonstrate “interesting 
functional and economic use 
of precast and prestressed 
concrete” and take "liberal 
advantage of the inherent 
character of the material” 
were selected for honors in 
the Prestressed Concrete In­
stitute’s 1967 awards pro­
gram. Judges for the com­
petition were: Charles M. 
Nes, Jr., immediate past 
president of the AIA; Earle T. 
Andrews, president, Ameri­
can Society of Civil Engi­
neers; Thomas M. Linville, 
president, National Society 
of Professional Engineers; 
Guy Desbarats, partner in 
the Canadian architectural 
firm of Affleck, Desbarats. 
Dimakopoulis, Lebensold, 
Sise; and MacDonald Becket. 
vice-president, Welton

the band bangs out an elec­
tronically amplified beat. On 
the inside of a white wool 
canopy, draped beneath the 
ceiling like the roof of the 
German pavilion at Expo 67, 
projections appear. The 
room is lit only by their danc­
ing colors, which flow like a 
gigantic mass of protoplasm 
exploded against the ceiling. 
Occasionally, a circus per­
former appears and does hi.s 
act — juggling, escape, tra­
peze work

NEW YORK, N.Y. Like it’s here, 
baby. The Electric Circus has 
come to town: a psychedelic 
blend of showmanship, big 
beat music, and pulsing pro­
jections. It is a discotheque 
located in an old Polish dance 
hall in East Greenwich Vil­
lage. It has a little of the look 
of a high-school gym, trans­
formed beyond the wildest 
dreams of the prom commit­
tee. It is an almost total envi­
ronment. Playing in the wash 
of an apricot-colored light,

— E.E.H. JR.

PERSONALITIES

William H. Liskamm of the 
San Francisco architecture 
and planning firm Okamoto/ 
Liskamm has received the 
Arthur W. Wheelwright Fel­
lowship in Architecture from 
Harvard University. The fel-
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This new wrap-around keeper, with its rubber 
tipped bumper, is designed for long, 
trouble-free service. Solid brass plus the brilliant 
beauty and protection of chromium plate.

beauty
of SOLID BRASS HARDWARE



The “Lamp Man” is one of 
these. He comes to the micro­
phone in white tie and tails, 
shrieking, wailing, and beat­
ing his head with his arms. Be­
hind him is a pulsing projec­
tion in bloated curved letters: 
Lamp Man.

Painted onto the floor at 
one end are colored butter­
flies, glowing in an iridescent 
light. Benches are covered 
with artificial grass or with 
silver-colored foil. But some­
thing is missing. In the midst 
of all that frenetic sight, 
sound, and touch, there is no 
odor, no hint of a scent, 
nothing but odorless fresh air 
in the midst of 100 frantic 
dancers in an enclosed space. 
It is enough to make one re-

ESCO Corporation, Portland, 
Ore., by Wolff, Zimmer, Con­
sul, Frasca of Portland.

In conjunction with the 
awards program, AISC’s 
Board of Directors voted to 
extend a Special Award for 
Excellence to the St. Louis 
Gateway Arch in recognition 
of its outstanding achieve­
ment in aesthetics and tech­
nology.

LUCKMAN BANK WINS 
CLEVELAND ACCLAIM

alize that Eric Bentley was 
right when he called the hip­
pies “the middle class in fancy 
dress.”

Architect was Bryan Scri- 
ven of Chermayeff & Geismar 
Associates, Inc.

AISC AWARDS TO 12 
STEEL-FRAMED BUILDINGS

CLEVELAND, OHIO Directors of 
the Central National Bank of 
Cleveland agreed with the 
architects. Charles Luckman 
& Associates, that their 23- 
story headquarters building 
in downtown Cleveland 
should be restrained, neither 
flashy nor disruptive of re­
gional tradition in building 
design.

To be faced with brown 
brick and bronze-tinted glass 
with bronze-colored metal 
trim, the resulting structure 
fits the specifications. The 
boxlike building, with its ver­
tical mullions and louver-like 
treatment of the upper stories, 
which house mechanical 
equipment, is quiet and inof­
fensive. It is, as the architect 
observes, “neither old nor 
new,” neither beautiful nor 
ugly. Indeed, it seems to 
please almost everyone. In 
approving the design “with 
high commendation,” the 
Cleveland Fine Arts Advisory 
Commission accorded it the 
highest praise it has given in 
five years and expressed its 
“great relief to have some­
thing that isn't in the lan­
guage of all the other shiny 
buildings in the area.”

Behind the ofiice structure 
will be a seven-story garage 
for 350 cars, with three drive- 
in teller booths located near 
the garage entrance. Its
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NEW YORK, N.Y. The American 
Institute of Steel Construction 
announced 12 winners last 
month in its annual awards 
program to honor aesthetic de­
sign with structural steel. The 
jury consisted of Henry 
Degenkolb of H.J. Degen- 
kolb & Associates, Engineers; 
Robert L. Durham, AIA presi­
dent; Robert F. Hastings, pres­
ident of Smith, Hinchman &. 
Grylls; Walter Sharp, Direc­
tor of the Tennessee Fine Arts 
Center; and David N. Yerkes, 
Director of the AIA’s Middle 
Atlantic Region. Jury mem­
bers named all 12 winning 
buildings to receive Architec­
tural Awards of Excellence. 
Awards went to:

Auditorium-Gymnasium. 
Fort Collins, Colo., by Bunts 
& Kelsey of Colorado Springs. 
Colo.; Washington & Lee 
High School Gymnasium. 
Montcross, Va., by Stevenson 
Flemer, Eason Cross. Harry 
Adreon, Associates, of Wash-

by The Perkins & Will Part­
nership and Frank C. Delle 
Cese of White Plains, N.Y.; 
Health Sciences Instruction 
and Research Building (2), 
San Francisco, Calif., by Reid, 
Rockwell. Banwell & Tarics 
of San Francisco; Carillon (3), 
Stone Mountain, Ga., by 
Robert & Company of At­
lanta; Westchester Tubercu­
losis and Public Health Asso­
ciation Office, White Plains, 
N.Y., by Joseph Roth of 
Yonkers, N.Y.: Ford Motor 
Credit Company Office, Dear­
born, Mich., by Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill of New 
York, N.Y.; a Parts Depot, 
Richmond, Calif., by Volk- 
mann & Stockwell, of San 
Francisco; the Charles F. 
Read Zone Center Building, 
Chicago, 111., by E. Todd 
Wheeler and The Perkins & 
Will Partnership of Chicago; 
and an Office Building for the

2
ington, D.C.; Forest Home 
Branch Library (1), Milwau­
kee, Wis., by von Grossman, 
Burroughs & Van Lanen of 
Milwaukee; Loutit Hall of 
Science, Grand Valley Stale 
College, Allendale, Mich., by 
Meathe. Kessler & Associates 
of Grosse Pointe, Mich.; 
Whitesboro Senior High 
School, Whitesboro, N.Y.,
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Ten minutes at the 
design stage can mean 

a lifetime of service, 
convenience, prestige.

Take ten.

Take STANLEY Automatic Entrances.

nashbar/ossorne

The right Stanley MAGIC DOORS entrance greatly increases your 
design freedom and adds stature to your client's building. So why 
not take ten minutes to check out all the Stanley options, and fit 
them to your project? Find us under “Door Operating Devices" in 
the Yellow Pages or Sweet’s. Or write for full-color entrance 
brochure No. M-78. Stanley Door Operating Equipment. Division of 
The Stanley Works, New Britain, Connecticut. AUTOMATIC ENTRANCES by

STANLEY
Where opportunity walks right in.

On Readers' Service Card, Circle No. 396
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SPAN-DECK prestressed concrete structural floor and 
roof system provides an elegant atmosphere for special 
evenings —and a beautiful and economical setting for 
everyday living. The finely-textured soffit has a definite 
eye-appealing effect. Each ceiling has a built-in noise 
reduction factor that actually holds sound down to an 
NRC of 0.55 (findings of both the Riverbank Acoustical 
Laboratories and the Armour Research Institute). Pre­
cision manufacturing is responsible for the uniformity

of this ceiling surface-each 48" SPAN-DECK slat 
fits together perfectly to offer a minimum number of 
small, clean joints. Acrylic latex paint is all any 
SPAN-DECK ceiling requires—a definite savings in 
acoustical finishing materials and maintenance- 
THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF AN EXPOSABLE SOF­
FIT. For additional information, write your nearest 
SPAN-DECK supplier or Box 99, Franklin, Tennessee 
37064.

R S R D

SPAN^DECKUnitMl Metro Materiels and Concrete Co., Inc 
P.O. Sox 13309 
Phoenix, Ariz. 85005

C. W. Glakaslee & Sons, Inc.
P.O. Box 1809
New Haven, Conn. 06507

Concrete Materials of Georgia. Inc.
P.O. Box 864 
Forest Park, Ga. 30050

Midwest Prestressed Concrete Co.
P.O. Box 1389 
Springfield, III. 62705

Cedar Rapids Block Co.
620 12th Ave., S.W.
Cedar Rapids, la. 52404

Prestressad Concrete of Iowa, Inc.
P.O. Box 822 
Iowa Falls, la. 50126

© Strescon Industries, Inc. 
Pennsylvania Ave. 6 Post Rd. 
Morrisville, Pa. 19067

Dickerson Structural Concrete Corp. 
P.O. Box 160 
Youngwood, Pa. 15697

Southern Cast Stone Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1669 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37901

fl • ‘ A O. -a i. «
o

Fo« f«i insmunow or acoustkju coiKun cmmas. noats *v*ui Shelby Pre-Casting Corp. 
P.O. Sox 13202 
Memphis, Tenn. 38113

Breeko Industries 
P.O. Box 1247 
Nashville, Tenn. 37202

Texas Industries, Inc. 
8100 Carpenter Freeway 
Dallas, Tex. 75247

Economy Cast Stone Co. 
P.O. Box 3-P 
Richmond, Va. 23207

Superior Products Co.
10701 Lyndon Ave.
Detroit, Mich. 48238

Jackson Ready Mix Concrete 
P.O. Drawer 1292 
Jackson, Miss. 39205

Concrete Materials, Ine.
P.O. Box 5247 
Charlotte, N.C. 28205

Arnold Stone Co.
P.O. Box 3346 
Greensboro, N.C. 27402

Cleveland Builders Supply Co. 
5161 Warner Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44125

Louisiana Concrete Products, Inc.
P.O. Box 1107Baton Rouge, La. 70821

Nittorhouse Concrete Products, Inc. 
P.O. Box N
Chembersburg, Pt. 17201
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nua) Design Conference 
sponsored by the Society of 
the Plastics Industry. Place 
will be the Americana Hotel, 
New York City . . . The 11th 
Semiannual Meeting of Con­
sulting Engineers Council of 
the U.S. will be held Novem­
ber 15-17 at the Olympic 
Hotel, Seattle, Wash. ... An 
Interprofessional Conference 
on Environmental Design will 
convene November 16-18 at 
the Education Center of the 
University of Maryland. 
Sponsoring organization is 
the interprofessional Commis­
sion on Environmental De­
sign, an alliance of six pro­
fessional groups.

will offer a one-day sym- 
t>osium entitled “Transporta­
tion Graphics: Where am I 
Going? How Do I Get 
There?” on October 23 . . . 
The Committee for Construc­
tion Industry Product Litera­
ture of the Producers' Coun­
cil, Inc., has arranged to hold 
its Second Conference on 
Product Literature and Ad­
vertising in Chicago's Drake 
Hotel, October 23-24. Write 
for information to: Product 
Literature Conference, Pro­
ducers’ Council, Inc., 1717 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington. D.C. 20036 . . . 
November 9 is the date 
selected for the Fourth An-

tration will pay for construc­
tion. The building is part 
of a $15 million redevelop­
ment complex at Church 
Street South and Columbus 
Avenue.

pierced walls will be covered 
with brick similar to that 
which will be used on the 
main building.

Restaurants and shopping 
facilities on the ground floor 
will Open onto a 180'-long 
covered promenade that will 
connect bank and garage. 
Plans for landscaping include 
a reflecting pool.

Net rentable space, includ­
ing 21 office floors and 
ground floor commercial 
space, is 530,000 sq ft. Con­
struction will begin this month 
and should be completed late 
in 1969.

CALENDAR
The Annual Meeting of the 
Porcelain Enamel Institute is 
scheduled to take place at the 
Greenbriar Hotel, White Sul­
phur Springs, W. Va., Sep­
tember 24-27. For details, 
write to: John C. Oliver, 
Executive Vice President, 
PEI, 1900 L St., N.W.. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 . . . 
From October 1-4, the 
National Builders’ Hardware 
Association and the Ameri­
can Society of Architectural 
Hardware Consultants will 
meet at the Palmer House in 
Chicago. More information is 
available from: Nels M. Nel- 

309 Ontario St., S.E., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55414 . .. 
The AIA Committee on 
Health Environment will 
sponsor a workshop on pro­
gramming the community 
mental health center, October 
2-3 in Washington, D.C. 
Registration is limited to 150 
applicants and must be ac­
companied by a fee of $35. 
Registration forms are ob- ! 
tainable from: Mrs. Marilyn 
Ludwig at the Octagon, 1735 
New York Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20006 . . . 
The Florida Chapter, AIA, 
plans its annual convention 
for October 5-8 at Holly­
wood’s (Fla.) Diplomat Hotel, 
List of theme speakers in­
cludes Louis I. Kahn, and 
Columbia University’s Albert 
Goldman, professor of litera­
ture .. . The California Coun­
cil, AIA will stage its 22nd 
Annual Convention in San 
Diego's Mission Bay Park, 
October 5-8 . . . The AIA’s 
New England Regional Con­
ference will convene in Port­
land. Me., October 6-8. 
Theme of the sessions will be 
“Recreation: Re-create” . . . 
The Lions International is to i 
sponsor a conference entitled 
“The City of the Future” at 
the University of Puerto 
Rico, October 16-18. Partic­
ipants will include Margaret 
Meade, Dean Clarence Wal­
ton of Columbia University, 
Constantinos Doxiadis, and 
James W. Rouse . . . The 
Museum of Modern Art, 111 
W. 53 St., New York, N.Y.,

MOORE
SINGLE STRUCTURE FOR NEW 

COMMUNITY COLLEGEDESIGNS TOWER 

FOR ELDERLY

son.

NEW HAVEN. CONN. Pending 
approval by the New Haven 
Redevelopment Agency, a 22- 
story tower of apartments for 
the elderly designed by 
Charles Moore will get under 
way here by the end of the 
year. Sponsored by the Jew­
ish Community Council, the 
tower will provide 217 apart­
ments for persons over 62 
with incomes below $4800. 
As seen in the rendering, the 
building will have three walls 
of glass and steel, and one of 
masonry. Besides the 180 ef­
ficiency units, the building 
will contain a hobby shop, a 
sauna bath, and a large so­
larium with palm trees on 
the sixteenth floor, a beauty 
salon, and a private men’s 
club. There will also be a 
dining room and commissary. 
A Federal loan from the 
Housing Assistance Adminis-
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expansion will bring total 
floor space to 900,000 sq ft to 
accommodate 5000 full-time 
and 10,000 part-time stu­
dents.

Construction will begin 
next year on the 167-acre 
former site of the Orchard 
Hills Country Club in Para- 
mus, with completion of the 
first phase scheduled for early 
fall of 1970.

The master plan was care­
fully thought out in relation 
both to the academic pro­
gram of the school and to the 
needs of the community. The

September 1967 
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pARAMus, N.j. A new two- 
year college to serve residents 
of Bergen County, N.J., will 
be housed in a complex but 
well-proportioned “ m e ga -
structure,” according to the 
master plan developed by 
Frank Grad & Sons, Newark 
architects and engineers. The 
plan, approved by the col­
lege’s board of trustees in late 
July, calls for two phases of 
construction, the first to pro­
vide 400,000 sq ft of space 
and facilities for 2000 full­
time and 4000 part-time stu­
dents. In the second phase,



William Sullivan's 200 Series thairs taplure the 
imagination with their tornplele honesty. Oiled wal 
nut, screaming red epoxy or... you name the color. 
Comprehensive seating from clean slat chairs to
beautifully detailed upholstered chairs and sofas.
May we send you our illustrated brochure^
Marble|lmperidl Furniture Company, Bedford, Ohio

® Marble Imperial
A Division of Oictapfione ('oipni.nitin



PERIL OF THE IMPERIALcontribute to the practice, 
leaching, or knowledge of the 
architectural profession. Ap­
plication forms are available 
from H, Dickson McKenna, 
Executive Director, New 
York Chapter, AIA, 115 E. 
40 St., New York, N.Y.; pro­
posals will be reviewed until 
January 15, 1968 . . . Mem­
bers of chapter, state, and 
regional divisions of the AfA 
are urged to submit material 
for presentation to the AIA 
Commitee on Institute Hon­
ors for 1968 national medals 
and citations. Entry blanks are 
obtainable from: AIA, The 
Octagon. 1735 New York 
Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20006, will be accepted until 
December 1, 1967. Submis­
sions must be mailed before 
February 16, 1968. Awards 
will be presented at the AIA 
convention in June.

individual academic and
career departments are re­
lated architecturally to the 
library, and were located with 
regard to their mutual inter­
relationship and probable use 
by the community. Adminis­
tration and fine arts sections 
of the building will be placed 

each other and close tonear
parking areas, since they are 
most likely to attract outside 
visitors. A 400-seat perform­
ing arts theater is part of this 
section. The physical educa­
tion “building” will be fur­
thest from the academic area 
and adjacent to the athletic 
fields. As the library is the 
logical core of academic life, 
so the student union, with 
bookstore, dining hall, and 
leisure area, is the dominant 
feature of social activity. 
Recognizing its importance 
as a binding factor in a stu­
dent body composed to a 
great extent of commuters, 
the architect gave it a prom­
inent position on the pe­
rimeter of the plan near the 
administration and fine arts

owners reportedly have no in­
tention of doing more than 
retaining a single pillar as a 
“monument” to Wright and 
his building.

Many in the preservation 
movement have expressed the 
opinion that the national gov­
ernment should recognize the 
importance of the problem, 
not merely because of the 
nature of the old Imperial it­
self hut because of the broader 
issue of the significance of 
individual buildings in the ur­
ban environment, and the

TOKYO. JAPAN Ihe Imperial 
Hotel is too old (at 44 years), 
too inefficient to operate, and 
loo wasteful of urban space. 
For all its value as urchitec-

I

ture and its international tra­
ditions, which have made it a 
symbol of Tokyo and sought 
out by thousands of travelers, 
times have changed, and 
Wright’s hotel is slated to 
make way for a 23-siory re­
placement,

For years, the hotel’s own­
ers and management have 
been considering replacing the 
buildings with a new one, but ^ need for proper evaluation 
the final decision was made and treatment of works of
only early this year. Since modem architecture. Archi-
then, architects have been se- tectural historian Seiken Fu-
lected, application for a build- kuda thinks that resolution of
ing permit has been filed, and the problem need not be ac-
demolition has been scheduled complished on a purely com-
for November at Ihe earliest. mercial basis; the govern-
Exact determination of the ment could merely act on
demolition schedule is pend- ; behalf of the people. But the
ing city action on the appUca- general reaction from official 
tion for a building permit; quarters is that the building
since the hotel is in a “scenic cannot be saved, and this may
urea," action is being delayed well make the difference be- 
by the Marunouchi comrover- tween success and failure for 
sy (see p. 61, June 1967 P/A).

Although there had been 
talk in the past of retaining 
at least the lobby while dis­
carding the wings (construc­
tion of which was not person­
ally supervised by Wright) and 
erecting a U-shaped building 
embracing the old lobby, such 
considerations seem to have 
no place in the owner’s plans.
Nevertheless, the newly 
formed Society for Preserva­
tion of the Imperial Hotel is 
concentrating efforts on re­
tention of the building at its 
present site. The Society is 
considering several proposals, 
including one advocating 
turning the hotel into a public 
library, but its chances of suc­
cess seem bleak. The hotel

BULGING BOSTON BANK

facilities.
The building that will con­

tain all these facilities is a 
three-level, terraced structure 
of concrete and masonry that 
will project naturally from the 
gentle slope of a hillside.

In size, it will approximate 
the area of six square city 
blocks. Outdoor terraces and 
landscaped patios flow into 
each other to connect various 
levels of the building, while 
internal corridors, for use in 
winter or inclement weather, 
communicate with various 
elements within the structure.

Construction in the first 
phase is expected to cost $17 
million, Construction costs for 
the entire campus will be 
shared equally by (he state 
and Bergen County; opera­
tional costs will be divided 
among state, county, and 
student body. _________

the society.
Perhaps the major potential 

weapon the Society has be­
comes operative only if the 
government decides to work 
for preservation of the build­
ing. The site is 95% nationally 
owned land and the property 
of the Imperial Household 
Agency, which had the first 
Imperial (which burned) and 
the Wright-designed hotel 
built, to be used as a state 
guest house and as a first-class 
modern hotel for Japan. On 
this basis, it has been sug­
gested that an alternate site 
be made available to the hotel 
owners, so that the old Im­
perial could be preserved. 
Whatever does happen, some 
change in ownership of the

HOSTON, MASS. The First Na­
tional Bank of Boston plans 
a $40-million headquarters 
structure that will provide 
1,463,046 sq ft of space in 37 
stories. Rising from a land­
scaped plaza, the building will 
bulge outward 30' beyond the 
vertical on all four sides from 
the sixth to the thirteenthCOMPETITIOXS 

One of the nation’s largest 
architectural awards, the New
York Chapter's Brunner of a streamlined gourd. 
Scholarship Grant, is open | Demolition of buildings 
to any citizen of the U.S. who j now on the site, including the 
is engaged in the practice of ' old Chamber of Commerce 
architecture or a related field.
The award, which carries a 
stipend of $6000, is made for 
advanced study in a special 
field of architectural inves­
tigation that is expected to

floors, a protrusion that gives 
the building a little of the look

Building, will begin this fall. 
The bank expects to occupy 
about 1 million sq ft of space 
and lease the rest. Architects 
are Campbell. Aldrich & 
Nulty.
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If those little seams 
between ceiling tiles bother you

^ !.'-'■ ■ '■‘V ■'

- A :/V
V.-j jf• *4' A '>

A' V-V ■'''V ^ -

Be deceptive. Be decisiveBy hiding them completely with Armstrong Sonserro* 
Trovertone^“. This bold, textured ceiling has sharp, 
square tile edges, meticulously arranged and designed 
to create o remarkably monolithic appearance. Sanserra 
Travertone is acoustical, washable, repaintable, and 
noncombustible. Available in 12" x 1 2" x tile, with 
self-leveling tongue-and-groove joints, it can be 
suspended mechanically or cemented to any firm, flat, 
dry surface.
' Deign pole* oppl«d fof

By dramatizing them with Armstrong Tegular Travertone. 
The individual panels of this system extend below
the grid, creating a uniquely bold dimensional effect. 
Tegular Travertone is noncombustible, fire retardant*, 
and acoustical. Availoble with through-perforations for 
ceiling-wide air diffusion, it’s fabricated for stondard 
24" X 24" grid suspension systems. And you can create 
extra drama with a black or bold, brightly colored 
recessed grid system.
* T«gukK Tiovwtan* fm Guard

Specifications on both ceilings: Write Armstrong, 4209 Watson St., Loncoster, Pa. 17604. Or on Readers Service Card circle No. 300.
CEILING SYSTEMS BY

mstrong



$1500 ... At Hurvard L'ni- 
versit>’s Graduate School of 
Design, Albert Szabo was re­
cently elected a professor of 
architecture, and Gerhard 
Michael Kallmann was ap­
pointed professor with the 
stipulation that will con­
tinue his private practice . . . 
New associate dean of the 
College of Environmental Dc« 
sign at the University of 
California's Berkeley campus 
is Henry J. Lagorio . . . 
Head of the newly organized 
department of visual studies

in the Clemson School of Ar< 
chitecttire is Robert H, Hun­
ter, associate professor of ar­
chitecture . . . Richard R. 
Whitaker, Jr., director of 
educational programs for the 
AlA, has been appointed as­
sociate professor of archi­
tecture at the University of 
Colorado , . . Chicago's Com­
missioner of Development 
and Planning, John G. Duba, 
will head the civil engineer­
ing faculty at the Polytechnic 
Institute of Brooklyn in New 
York.

URBAN INSTITUTE OF FASHION
serve as much of Wright's 
concept in the new building 
as we can”: but the architect 
is to be Tcitaro Takahashi. 
who designed the annex, 
called the New Imperial, 
which was built in 1958 and 
denounced by Wright. No 
faith can thus be placed in 
the hotel’s statement of pro­
fessed interest in preservation.

This year is the centennial 
of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
birth. Of his early works, both 
Midway Gardens and the Lar­
kin Building have been demol­
ished. and if the Imperial Ho­
tel Is to be saved, it requires 
immediate action. Statements 
of support or proposals can be 
sent to the Society, c/o Prof. 
Gaijiro Fumishima, Depart­
ment of Architecture, Univer­
sity of Tokyo, Dunkyo-ku. 
Tokyo. It would certainly be 
a fitting memorial to Wright 
if his hotel were to be pre­
served, even though he de­
tested what had been done to 
it, because through preserva­
tion, restoration becomes pos­
sible for the first time. In his 
last letter to architect Antonin 
Raymond, who worked for 
him. Wright requested that a 
‘‘devastating electric sign” be 
removed from the banquet 
hall. They had mutilated his 
building. Wright said, and 
now there is a chance — al­
though a small one — that the 
mutilation can be atoned for. 
— Martin Cohen of the Ju- 
pan Times

land is due. When the old 
Imperial is demolished, the 
lease will have terminated. 
The Finance Ministry has 
therefore told the hotel own­
ers to buy the land or return 
it to the state. The site is 
assessed at about $11 million, 
but may be worth consider­
ably more if placed on the 
market.

Because of the great ex­
pense entailed in moving even 
a part of the hotel for a short 
distance, and because the ho­
tel needs a good deal of geri­
atric care, there has even been 
a proposal that an entirely new 
imp>erial Hotel be built at an 
as-yet-undetermined site, ac­
cording to Wright's original 
plans. This would cost less 
than relocation, it is believed. 
Perhaps this may be linked to 
the Ise Shrine tradition of per­
iodic reconstruction of wood­
en architecture, and although 
the proposal does not seem to 
have much of a chance, it cer­
tainly offers food for thought 
to architectural theorists.

If relocation is possible, the 
most likely site would seem to 
be in Hibiya Park, located on 
the other side of the street 
from the hotel. The park could 
use redesigning, and would 
benefit from the hotel's pres­
ence. The emendation of laws 
required for this would be far 
simpler than suggested in 
other proposals.

An Imperial Hotel spokes­
man has stated, “Wc will pre­

27th Street, between 7th and 
8th Avenues, will be sur­
rounded by Institute buildings 
and will be closed to traffic 
and turned into a landscup>cd 
pocket-sized interior campus.

When construction is com­
pleted, the Brooklyn Museum 
plans to turn its collection of 
fashions over to the Institute 
for permanent storage and dis­
play. and for use by the stu­
dents. Architects are deYoung 
& Moscowitz; Philip deYoung, 
partner-in-charge; Youssef S. 
Buhri, project designer.

NEW YORK, N.Y. Ncw York’s 
Fashion Institute of Technol­
ogy plans to expand from its 
present building on West 26th 
Street into an urban campus. 
A $30 million program will 
add a dormitory, an auditor­
ium, an academic building, a 
student center, a design lab. 
a library, and an arts build­
ing by 1973. As much of the 
ground level as possible will 
be kept open and continuous. 
Circulation through the build­
ings will be provided at the 
third-story level. Eventually,

WASHINGTON/FINANCIAL NEWS
by E. E. HALMOS, JR.SCHOOLS
Urban Legislation Kush— It 
is now certain that Congress 
will crank out a hill aimed at 
urban housing before this 
session is over — and that

the final result will be a major 
switchover from existing phi­
losophy on such matters:

It will lean heavily on pri- 
I vate enterprise as a source of
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Forty-six students and gradu­
ates of the Columbia Uni­
versity School of Architec­
ture are traveling and study- ! gram. Stipends for individual 
ing in the U.S. and Europe [ scholars range from $1200 to
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under the $59,000 William 
Kinne Fellows Memorial
Traveling Fellowship pro-



Now a roof board that "breathes” with no 
loss of insulation value— 
CELRAMIC-BOARD
Pittsburgh Corning, the insulation 
people, introduce CELRAMIC-BOARD— 
the low-cost, permanent roof insulation.

pressure can collect beneath the built-up 
roof and cause felts to separate from the in­
sulation. Wrinkling and buckling are mini­
mized or eliminated.

CELRAMIC-BOARD can be installed easily; 
its bituminous binder makes it compatible HTTSBURGH 
with pitch and asphalt. CELRAMIC-BOARD 
costs little more than the lowest price roof 
insulation.

For information and sample, write Pitts­
burgh Corning Corporation, Dept. PP-97,
One Gateway Center, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222.

The secret's In the remarkable new glass 
nodules developed by Pittsburgh Corning. 
Each tiny nodule contains countless closed 
cells which trap still, dry air—the ideal In­
sulating medium—inside a vaporproof, mois- 
tureproof shell of glass.

Each 2' X 4' X 1" CELRAMIC-BOARD con­
tains thousands of these multicellular nod­
ules in a bituminous binder. An endless net­
work of tiny air passages between the nod­
ules permits the board to “breathe." Trapped 
vapor is dissipated harmlessly. No vapor

CORNING
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funds and know-how, relegat­
ing the Government role to 
adviser and monitor; and it 
will also attempt to make it 
possible for slum-dwellers to 
become homeowners, perhaps 
by substituting “sweat equity” 
(labor on the project) for cash 
down payments.

Sadly, passage of such legis­
lation will owe a debt to the 
tragic rioting that has swept 
so many urban centers: It is 
aimed at eliminating some of 
the causes of big-city unrest 
by providing adequate hous­
ing.

take the place of a cash equity, 
paying out the rest of the 
mortgage in regular monthly 
installments.

Property would be acquired 
by the local nonprofit group, 
which would finance all initial 
work for construction or re­
habilitation, backing an initial 
loan from the Federal 
“Foundation” with the mort­
gages and the property itself.

eventual replacement by new 
(and often unfamiliar and un­
friendly) structures; (3) the 
belief that if slum-dwellers 
can really get an equity on 
their homes, the tinder for de­
structive riots won’t be quite 
so dry.

mittee, into progress of “value 
engineering” programs both 
in the military construction 
areas, and in civilian con­
struction agencies of the 
Government.)

Financial — Overshadowing 
any other financial considera­
tion was what now appears to 
be an inevitable boost in taxes, 
though whether it will come 
in the form of the “surtax” 
proposed by the President in 
his January budget message, 
or something else, isn’t yet 
clear. But there’s no doubt that 
the national deficit for Fiscal 
Year 1968 will run well over 
$20 billion 
rise—and something will have 
to be done. Economists, not­
ing one of the strongest trends 
in history of money flowing 
into savings institutions in the 
first half of 1967, fear that 
prospects of a heavy tax in­
crease will cut off the flow, 
thus reducing money available 
for financing construction 
work.
□ Along with total new-home 
construction starts, sales of 
new one-family homes were 
down again in April (com­
pared to a year ago), according 
to the Census Bureau. In the 
month, actual sales were listed 
at $45,000 — up from March, 
but down 4% from 1966.
□ State and local govern­
ments continue to increase 
their public works spending. 
In the 12 months ending in 
March 1967, according to 
Census Bureau figures, the 
local governments spent $20,- 
400,000,000 for 
struction—an increase of 
about $2 billion, or 11% over 
the previous 12-month period. 
Almost half of the money was 
spent on streets and roads; 
about a quarter went for 
educational facilities.
□ Over-all, the construction 
industry was performing just 
about as predicted during the 
first half of the year. In May, 
the seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of new construction put in 
place was about even with the 
year before — $72,400,000,- 
000. That’s actually a very 
slight percentage behind 1966, 
but with the normal summer 
pickup, the industry was ex­
pected to just about hit last 
year’s total (around $76 bil­
lion) when all the reports are 
in. It will be the first time in 
more than 10 years that a new 
dollar-volume record will not 
be set.

A-E Procurement, Cont. — 
Architects and other profess­
ionals who have been work­
ing for legislation to clarify 
the question of professional 
fees and contract awards 
seemed to have the feeling 
that, with friends like Wis­
consin’s Senator Proxmire, 
they had no need of enemies.

While a six-Society “Com­
mittee on Federal Procure­
ment of A-E Services” was at 
work on a suggested bill on 
the subject (and trying to de­
cide on a proper legislator as 
sponsor), the often-maverick 
Proxmire rushed into the 
breach and introduced a bill 
of his own (S. 2089).

In the view of the profes­
sionals, the Proxmire bill was 
worse than nothing at all: It 
would flatly eliminate the 6% 
fee limitation now in force (as 
recommended by both the 
societies and the General Ac­
counting Office), but it would 
place total reliance on “Truth 
in Negotiation 
would, in effect, enforce bid­
ding on a price basis for pro­
fessional service contracts.

Kennedy’s Call to Action — 
Kennedy’s “Urban Housing 
Bill” could be complementary: 
It calls for tax-incentives for 
private industry of any kind 
as reward for investment of 
money and knowhow in low- 
income city housing — 
through such devices as mort­
gage insurance up to 80% of 
costs, interest rates at 2%; tax 
incentives on property (if the 
project contains 100 units or 
more), further incentives on 
general corporate taxes, if the 
corporation wants to invest in 
such housing.

In addition, the “Industrial 
Incentive Act' 
would be a try at providing 
jobs and training in skills to 
slum-dwellers, who could be 
employed on constructing the 
low-income housing that 
would be authorized in the 
first measure. Industries 
volunteering to employ “sig­
nificant numbers” of unskilled 
or semiskilled local residents 
on such jobs would get 
further incentives that would 
include a deduction of 25%

What comes out of Con­
gress may have little to do with 
the immediate task of cleanup 
and rebuilding — that’s likely 
to be handled on an emer­
gency basis. Here, the aim is a 
long-term, effective solution 
for low-income housing. It 
will certainly dictate a major 
change both in the agencies 
for which architects will be 
working, and in the over-all 
concept with which they ap­
proach the task.

Basis for this new approach 
exists in three key bills now 
before the Senate: a bill bear­
ing the endorsement of most 
Republicans (S. 1592), pre­
sented by Illinois’ freshman 
Senator Percy; and two re­
lated bills (S. 2011 and S. 
2088), authored by New 
York’s Robert Kennedy. 
Percy’s bill went into the hop­
pers early in April, Kennedy’s 
in late July. The measures are 
complementary in some re­
spects, and are worth a close 
look.

even with a tax

(S. 2011)

laws that

Richard H. Tatlow, III, 
chairman of the “committee,” 
tried to be tactful in a state­
ment on the Proxmire action:-additional (thus 125% deduc­

tion) on all salaries paid to ; He said the proposal is “not a 
such employees, plus other 
deductions on machinery and 
equipment used in training 
programs, and the like.

A number of somewhat 
similar measures have been in­
troduced in the House.

new con-satisfactory solution, 
added that his group is "hope­
ful that future measures intro-

but
The Percy Proposal Percy's 
bill (the 
Owership Foundation Act”) 
would create a private, non­
profit “National Home Own- 
ersip Foundation,” which in 
turn would organize local 
community groups (of busi­
nessmen, clergy, charitable or­
ganizations, slum dwellers), 
which would plan for develop­
ment of low-cost housing for 
sale, obtain financing (with 
guarantees from the Govern­
ment) and would even offer 
counselling to prospective 
owners to the extent of family 
planning.

Prospective owners could 
contribute cash as downpay­
ment and monthly payments 
(in a cooperative venture, or a 
condominium), or they could 
contribute labor to its con­
struction (or rehabilitation) to
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National Home
duced by other Senators and 
Congressmen will include 
clarification of the fact that 
architects and engineers can­
not be expected to submit 
competitive price proposals on 
work that has not yet been de­
signed, and for which even 
feasibility may not yet be 
established.” Tatlow couldn’t 
keep out a sharper comment, 
though: “We are appalled at 
any suggestion that profes­
sionals be secured on the basis 
of negotiated or competitive 
bids.”

Meaning for Architects—Sig­
nificant for architects—be­
yond the social objectives — 
is that sponsors of these bills 
have expressed: (1) growing 
Congressional impatience with 
the slow progress and blunder- 
ings of existing Government 
attempts to build low-rent 
housing; (2) acceptance of a 
principle long advocated by 
social scientists, city officials, 
and some architects: less dis­
placement, less discontent, 
less problem, if salvageable 
residence properties are reha­
bilitated, rather than bull­
dozed out of existence for

In effect: Thank you very 
much. Senator Proxmire.

(Another Congressional 
check into matters of concern 
to architects were hearings 
opened early in August by the 
Senate Public Works Com-
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CORPUS CHRIST!, TEXAS 78401^ THE PRESGON CORP.: 502 CORPUS CH8ISTI STATE NATIONAL BUILDING
The Prescon. Corp.

REDUCED COSTS AND FASTER COMPLETION 
GAINED BY POST-TENSIONINGCOLUMN-FREE AREAS

nated many columns in the parking garage, allowing easier 
self-parking.

Central stressing tendons varied from 4 wire to 10 wire 
Prescon Type X (central stressed) tendons, with conventional 
Type S (standard end stressed) tendons used where central 
stressing was not required. Blockouts for stressing the Type X 
tendons were formed of plywood with each side sloped slightly 
to facilitate early removal of the form and allow reuse. Block­
outs were located at approximately the quarter point of one of 
the spans near a point the length of the tendon. Exact location 

determined by the position of the nearest quarter point of a 
span near the 60' dimension.

The stressing blockouts for adjacent tendons were located on 
alternate sides of a column strip. This prevented any conflict of 
blockout forms and reduced the chance of temporarily weak­
ening the slabs. The first two elevated slabs terminated against 
an embankment supported by sheet piling. Conventional end 
stressing was impossible in this area. Type X, central stressed, 
tendons terminated at this point with dead end anchorages, al­
lowing the concrete to be placed hard against the sheet piling. 
Spacing of tendons averaged approximately 36" on center in 
the middle strip, and 24" on center in the colmnn strip.
Owner: Sen Meteo Civic Centw Associates, San Mateo, Calif. ArchKact; DaWoif & 
Asaoelataa, AIA, San Mateo, Calif. Structural Enginaar: T. Y. Lin, Kulka, Yang & 
Asaoclate, San FranciKo, Calif. Genaral Contractor: Siolta, Inc., Oakland, Calif. 
Owntrs Raprasantativa: Alei Groswlrd, Menlo Park, Calif.

was

These three projects emphasize the scope of Prescon operations. 
Twenty offices offer assistance to architects, engineers and con­
tractors to gain the advantages the Prescon System offers.
Eleven precast and post-tensioned prestressed concrete frames 
give architectural unity and expression to the new Chapel and 
Dining Hall for the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in Fairfield, 
Conn. Designed by J. G. Phelan and Associates, and Fletcher- 
Thompson, Inc. Architects and Engineers, Bridgeport, Conn., 22 
peripheral frame columns support the main Chapel floor and 
rise from the Ambulatory to a height of 55'. Saddle-shaped con­
crete beams connected to the column at the top, to form rigid 
frames, rise from 46' to 65' height and support the roof.

The prestressed concrete frame components were precast and 
prestressed as individual units. They were assembled in their 
final position to form rigid frames. The bent frame spans 
range from 56' to 78'.

Beams and columns were post-tensioned immediately after 
the concrete reached a strength of 4,000 psi. They were assem­
bled to rigid frames by post-tensioning the junction. Prescon 
'Type S grouted tendons were used.

The frame beams are designed for simple bending under 
their own weight and part of the dead roof load. The balance 
of dead load, snow and wind forces are resisted by frame ac­
tion. The columns were prestressed to resist wind loads, to 
absorb the tensile stresses from frame action and to prevent 
bending cracks during handling and erection. The compressive 
force resulting from beam end-reaction and bending moment 

transferred into the column thru a lead pad, to provide 
uniform stress distribution.

It is estimated that the methods and construction used greatly 
reduced costs. Precasting saved $22,500, and prestressing steel 
was slightly over $1,000 per frame. Reduction in steel weight 
afforded in additional savings in material handling.

Prestressing the concrete frames eliminated cracks due to 
shrinkage, bending, and handling, resulting in controlled de­
flection and a structure more than twice as rigid as one de­
signed by conventional methods.
Cpntractor: E. A F. Construction Company, Bridgoport, Connsctieirt.

$12,000,000 Mills Square Complex is central stressed with 
Prescon tendons. Located in San Mateo, Calif., this 3-buiIding 
complex — 9 story office building, 9 story apartment building 
and 4 story hospital plus 3 lower levels of parking for 680
__ — largest central stressed project in the United States, used
central stressing to eliminate pour strips, and speed up con­
struction schedules. In the garage area the use of steel expansion 
joints prevented conventional end stressing, complicated expan­
sion joint construction, and demanded an all too rigid sequence 
of placing concrete. Central stressing solved these problems. 
There is a total of 700,000 sq. ft. of floor space.

The floor system has spans up to 28' in two directions, with 
8" flat slabs post-tensioned in both directions. Central stressing 
was used where needed to simplify construction or speed up 
concrete placing. Post-tensioning eliminated slab deflection and 
allowed greater flexibility in placing interior walls, and elimi-

Collins Radio Corporate Headquarters post-tensioned with Pres­
con tendons. Twenty columns support a prestressed concrete 
area of 25,000 square feet per floor in the four-story head­
quarters in Richardson, Texas. This remarkable, yet simple 
structural system yielded an economical and functional building 
with a long span, thin floor system for clean, crisp lines.

Large column-free areas enabled flexible office arrangement. 
Bays are 41'-8" x 37'-6", floors and roof slabs cantilevered 8'-4" 
beyond the north and the south column lines, and 12'-6" beyond 
the east and the west column lines to reduce heat load and sun 
glare. Live load requirement was 100 pounds per square foot.

Analysis by the Owner’s Construction Division determined 
that a post-tensioned waffle slab offered the best solution to 
cost, time, and construction depth requirements. Such construc­
tion would also allow deflection control by choice of size 
and positioning of the Prescon tendons. 'The waffles were V-5" 
square with a 9" wide rib 16" deep, plus a 3Vi" slab.

Concrete for each floor and the roof was placed in two days. 
Tensioning began when concrete reached 3000 psi which was 
5 to 6 days later. Forms and shores were then immediately 
removed. Some reshoring was required while concrete was 
placed at the next level, and remained in place until the new 
slab was stressed.

It is estimated that 2 weeks were saved in constructing the 
frame, and $25,000 in costs by using a post-tensioned pre­
stressed concrete structural system.
Owntit: Cdilnt Radio Co. Consulting Englnoart: Tany-Rosunlund A Co., Dillat, Tax.

The advantages that often can be gained by post-tensioning 
prestressed concrete makes it important that the Prescon System 
be considered in your project design. Write for literature.

was

cars

Thit Prescon CoapondnoN
General Offices: Corpus ChrlstI State National Building 

Phone: (512) 882-3291, Box 2723, Corpus Chrlstt, Texes 78403 
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PRODUCTS matic operator adjusts sliding 
speed to suit store traffic. The 
Stanley Works, 195 Lake St., 
New Britain, Conn. 06050. 
Circle 103, Readers' Service Card

substances. Coating can be 
applied to freshly placed con­
crete. Dewey and Almy 
Chemical Division, W. R. 
Grace & Co., Cambridge, 
Mass.

C CONSTRUCTION )ACOUSTICS

Exterior refacing panel. The 
C/A Alumatex II building 
refacing panel is fabricated 
from sheets of 16 gage alumi­
num. Two basic panel patterns 
are available: diamond and 
elliptical. These may be alter­
nated, staggered, or inter-

PURNISHINGS

Solid-state circuitry for sound 
reinforcement in auditoriums. 
A new solid-state, control con­
sole provides better sound 
control in auditoriums. It 
makes possible a multitude of 
sound reinforcement opera­
tions: volume control for 13 
to 18 loudspeakers (stereo­
phonic or monaural), a cueing 
system for tapes and discs, 
monitor and intercom systems 
for the technical staff, tape re­
cording from live or recorded 
programs, and dual metering. 
The controls are under a 
locked lid. The whole system 
can be set up on site within 
two hours, claims manufac­
turer. Acoustical Laborator­
ies, Inc., 509 W. 2nd North, 
Salt Lake City, Utah.
Circle 100, Readers' Service Card

Adjustable sill. Two-plate alu­
minum saddles for roof-exits 
and fire doors telescope to fit 
nonstandard sills. Either plate 
may be specified to adjust to 
sill depths from 6" to 20". 
Zero Weatherstripping Co., 
Inc., 415 Concord Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10455.
Circle 104, Readers' Service Card

Various vinyls. Five vinyl 
flooring textures are added to 
Amtico’s line: “Cabochon” 
is a pebble-like mosaic swirl of 
ever-widening circles. Colors 
include pearl, topaz, and 
emerald mingled with sap­
phire. "Kaleidoscope” is a 
pattern of tiny polished peb­
bles in 50 colors. A tartan-like 
pattern, "Plaid,” features a 
criss-cross of shiny streaks 
against a rough background. 
Selection also features "Car- 
bouche,” and "Basketry." 
American Biltrite Rubber Co., 
Inc., Trenton, N. J. 08607. 
Circle 106, Readers' Service Card

mixed for variety. For addi­
tional variations, each pattern 
may be elongated; and each • 
is available in clear or color 
finishes. Pattern modules mea­
sure 8" X 3" X 3", and panels, 
8" X maximum I2'-6". They 
are designed for installation by 
screwing the tongue-and- 
groove panels to horizontal 
members. Construction Spe­
cialties, Inc., 55 Winans Ave., 
Cranford, N.J. 07016.
Circle 102, Readers' Service Card

Door holders. Overhead door 
holders fit doors up to 48" 
wide. Extruded bronze units 
may be attached to door sur­
face or concealed within it. 
They are applicable to both 
exterior and interior doors, 
and are available in friction 
and nonfriction models. Some 
units can be made to hold door 
open by merely turning a 
knob. Sargent & Co., 100 Sar­
gent Dr., New Haven, Conn. 
06509.
Circle 105, Readers' Service Card

( AIR/TEMPERATURE ( POORS/WINPOWS )

The side slide door. Store 
doors can now slide automat­
ically to the side, leaving up to 
63" for passage without using 
valuable interior floor space. 
Installed with single or double

I

S IIII OPI1
*<F0l

Bosif
Cooling fountain. Floating 
spray device converts ponds 
into water cooling facilities. 
Main advantage of submersi­
ble propeller pump unit, an­
chored by cables, and powered 
by submersible electric cable, 
is its simplicity in converting 
existing ponds to cooling fa­
cilities— no piping, or dis­
charge nozzles are necessary. 
Unit sprays cool subsurface 
water into the air, where it 
evaporates, producing the 
cooling effect. Welles Prod­
ucts Corp., Roscoe, 111. 61073.
Circle 101, Readers' Service Card 
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PROTECTORS■k?K:
Garage deck coating. Garage 
decks can be protected from 
salts dripping from cars, and 
from oil and gasoline spillage 
by a low-cost deck coaling. 
Costing 10 to 15^ per sq ft, it 
is said to penetrate and seal 
surface pores of the concrete. 
It thus remains effective de­
spite concrete wear. Applica­
tion is in two steps: a base 
coat seals the concrete pores, 
and a finish coat provides 
added resistance to corrosive

Table for tots . . . and adults.
A children’s game table, part 
of a collection of “play and 
study furniture for the kinder­
garten child,” is also useful 
as an occasional table for 
adults. One molded polyether 
plastic piece forms both legs 
and oval top measuring 24" x 
36" X 18Vi". Also in the col­
lection: a stylistic rocking
horse, a swing, and stacking 
chairs with white tubular steel 
legs. All plastic available in

September 196?

door panels, the “Auto-Slide” 
is said to take half the instal­
lation time of comparable 
doors because of special head 
and jamb design. Positive door 
alignment is maintained by 
heavy-duty one-piece extruded 
aluminum construction with 
built-in rollers, claims manu­
facturer. The compact pneu-



natural or stained. Also avail­
able without arms. F. W. 
Lombard Co., South Ash- 
burnham, Mass. 01466.
Circle 112, Readers’ Service Card

hand-print designs include a 
plaid and several gay flower 
patterns in clear, bright col­
ors. Suitable for residential 
use and intimate public areas. 
Cost is somewhat less than 
cloth-backed vinyls, manufac­
turer says. F. Schumacher & 
Co., 939 Third Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10022.
Circle 110, Readers’ Service Card

red or blue. Hank Loewen- 
stein, Inc., P.O. Box 12383, 
Dallas. Tex. 75225.
Circle 107, Readers’ Service Card

Fabrics with a foreign flair. 
In both bold and subdued 
custom-dyed colors, large- 
scale patterns keynote collec­
tion of upholstery and drapery 
fabrics, the work of five de­
signers. The group suggests 
flavors of ancient Greece, the 
Renaissance, and the Orient. 
Patterns are 50" wide, and 
linens are the predominant 
fabrics used. Isabel Scott 
Fabric Corp., 979 Third Ave., 
New York, N. Y.
Circle 115, Readers’ Service Card

Classroom seating. Floor- or 
riser-mounted molded glass- 
fiber seating for classrooms, in 
two-, three-, or four-unit 
groups, have backs said to be 
contoured for posture sup­
port. An ample writing sur­
face folds aside to the storage 
position, uncovering an arm­
rest. Krueger Meta! Products 
Co., Green Bay, Wis. 54306. 
Circle 108, Readers’ Service Card

Versatile tables. Group of 
end and coffee tables for of­
fices, lounges, or reception 
areas is designed to fit in with 
many furniture styles. Teak, 
walnut, or plastic tops are 
available in rounds as well as 
the square and rectangular 
shapes shown. Robert John 
Co., 821 N. Second St., Phila­
delphia, Pa. 19123.
Circle 113, Readers' Service Card

Like a rolling sun. A 36"-dia 
globe-shaped lamp, which, 
claims the manufacturer, is 
“the largest seamless (one 
piece) plastic [“Lumacryl”] 
globe in existence,” sits direct­
ly on the floor. It accommo­
dates a 200-w bulb that gives 
multidirectional light; the cord 
(not visible in photo) has a foot 
switch and thus maintains the 
clean lines of the globe. Also 
in the line is a 12"-dia, 52"- 
high, closed-topped cylinder 
accommodating a 600-w bulb. 
Habitat, Inc., 341 E. 62nd St., 
New York, N.Y. 10021.
Circle 111, Readers’ Service Card

New light on the convalescent. 
A low-cost lighting fixture, 
“Convalaire Jr.,” is designed 
for hospitals, convalescent 
homes, and dormitories. The 
wall-mounted fixture with a 
walnut finish has acrylic lens 
and casts non-glare light both 
up and down. An optional 
plug-in arm for reading and 
examination light is available, 
as is a remote-operated switch. 
Electro Systems, Inc., 171 
Minna St., San Francisco, 
Calif. 94105.
Circle 116, Readers’ Service Card

“Comfort shade.” Woven 
shade of weather-resistant, 
vinyl-coated glass-fiber yarns 
keeps solar heat under control 
and air-conditioning costs 
down, without blocking out­
side views. Yarns are locked 
together by a heat-setting pro- 

that stabilizes the fabric

Electric blanket for windows. 
An electric drapery liner 
called “WindoWarmer” will 
help eliminate those hard to 
control winter drafts, claims 
manufacturer. Designed to 
create a warm-air shield at 
even the most drafty win­
dows, the FibergJas Windo­
Warmer is controlled by out- 
of-the-way thermostats. The 
result of six years of testing, it 
is said to be easy to install, is 
fireproof, and uses currents of 
80 w. 115 V, and 60 cycles. 
Available in 5 lengths ranging 
from 54" to 95", with prices 
from about $20 to $30 a pair. 
Cameo Curtains, 260 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10001. 
Circle 114, Readers’ Service Card

cess
pattern. It is said to be dur­
able, to act as a protection 
against insects, and to reduce 
fading of draperies and furni­
ture. Joanna Western Mills
Co., 2141 S. Jefferson St., 
Chicago, III. 60616.
Circle 109, Readers’ Service Card A touch of Windsor. Descen­

dant of the classic Windsor 
chair is constructed of steam- 
bent ash with precompressed 
dowels for solid joints. 
Sturdy, simple design by 
Claud Bunyard is suitable for 
colleges, hospitals, libraries, 
and other public areas. Lac­
quer or an oil sealer finishes 
the wood, which can be left

Prismatic panels for luminous 
ceilings. Two reversible ceil­
ing panels are available, either 
clear or translucent. These 
polystyrene panels have a geo­
metric, prismatic surface on 
one

Non-tear paper. An innova­
tion in paper, a spunbonded 
Olefin, is virtually impossible 
to tear but cuts easily without 
snags or tears. “Tyvek” has a 
smooth matte surface, and can 
be hung with any common 
wallpaper adhesive. The nine
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side and a pebble surface 
the other. When the pris­

matic side is facing up, it re-on
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Giant fireplace damper. An 8' 
damper offers possibilities for 
increased fireplace sizes. Con­
structed of cast iron, damper 
is designed to provide a cor­
rectly proportioned passage 
for smoke and fumes. It is 
shaped with splayed ends to 
reflect heat back into the 
room. Steel or cast iron valve 
plate is hinged at back to 
check downdrafts. Damper 
comes with either a poker or 
rotary control. The Donley' 
Brothers Company, 13900 
Miles Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
44105.
Circle 121, Readers' Service Card

keeping, and dietary staffs. In­
formation is fed into the sys­
tem’s display panels located 
at nursing stations. Motorola 
Inc., Communications Div., 
4900 W. Flournoy St., Chica­
go, III. 60644.
Circle 123, Readers' Service Card

fracts light and the pebble face 
disperses it to the room below, 
producing a luminous crystal­
line effect. When the prismatic 
side is facing down, there is a 
high intensity of light, with 
low surface brightness. Alter­
nating reversed panels pro­
duces 3-D effect. Samples 
available. Artcrest Products 
Co. Inc., 255 W. 79 St., Chi­
cago 20, 111.
Circle 117, Readers' Service Card

fresh. Size varies. The aim is to 
make good graphics available 
at modest prices, and an edi­
tion of prints commissioned 
by an architect might run 
from $ 10 to $25 each. London 
Arts, Inc., Drawer H, Lenox 
Hill Station, New York, N.Y. 
10021.
Circle 119, Readers' Service Card

Paving and wall slabs. Vene­
tian glass tile, exposed aggre­
gate, and slate panels are suit­
able for walls, malls, court­
yards, and walkways. Vene­
tian glass tile panels, of either 
standard or custom design, 
come in the following sizes: 
24" square, 24" x 30", 24" x 
36"; 2" thick. Slate panels are 
available in two random pat­
terns and in 12" x 12" squares 
with various color combina­
tions. Special aggregates in­
clude marble chips, quartz, 
granite, and tumbled stone. 
Duracrete Block Co., Inc., 
1359 Hooksett Rd., Hooksett, 
N.H, 03106.
Circle 124. Readers' Service Card

SANITATION
PLUMBING

Portable model-maker. Scale 
models of buildings can be 
handily made with the “Moto- 
Shop.’
workshop combines jig saw, 
disc Sander, bench grinder, 
and buffing wheel in a unit so 
small it can be set on a draw­
ing board. Unit includes a 
flexible shaft attachment for 
drilling, grinding, routing, 
sharpening, deburring, and 
carving. The 15"-throat jig 
saw can cut plastic, light-gage 
wood, or metal. Depth of cut 
up to Wa". Uses of fine blades 
for precision work. The 10-lb 
unit is especially appropriate 
for the architect wanting to 
make only an occasional scale 
model. Price is $33.95. 
Dremel Manufacturing Co., 
Racine, Wis.
Circle 122, Readers' Service Card

This quiet-running

(special equipment^

Hands off. Foot-controlled 
lavatory leaves hand free. 
Stainless-steel unit, available 
with or without accessories 
(cabinet, light, towel and cup 
dispensers), measures 20" 
wide and fits into a 4" wall. 
Suitable for commercial and 
institutional installations. 
Bradley Washfountain Co., 
9193 Fountain Dr., Me­
nomonee Falls, Wis. 53055. 
Circle 118, Readers’ Service Card

An Inner Voice. Interoffice 
telephone poses a triple threat: 
It can be used as a loudspeak­
ing intercom system, as a low- 
level conference telephone 
operated quietly from a dis­
tance of 3' or so, and as a 
conventional hand-held tele­
phone. Known as “Triphone,” 
the unit can be tilted at a slight 
angle to channel calls to a 
secretary, or placed horizon­
tally to cut off calls complete­
ly. In addition, manufacturer 
states unit can be operated in 
connection with loudspeakers 
or connected to a piped music 
system. ELC International. 
Inc., 16 E. 40th St,, New 
York, N.Y. 10016.
Circle 120, Readers' Service Card

Marble “tile.” Split-face, pol­
ished, or rough-cut marble 
squares are mounted on mesh 
for easy installation. Fifty 
types and colors of marble 
can be mixed or matched, to 
designers’ specifications, in 
three sizes, and in panels of 
any size up to 12" x 12". 
Manufacturer claims that cost 
is approximately the same as 
ceramic tile. Walker and Zan- 
ger, Inc., 100 Hudson St., 
New York N.Y. 10013.
Circle 125, Readers’ Service Card

SERVICES

Graphics. Architects may 
commission graphics of all 
kinds from a group of British 
print makers represented in 
this country by London Arts, 
Inc. The artists work in wood- 
cuts, lithographs, serigraphs, 
and etchings in a number of 
individual styles — including 
the geometric pattern and ab­
stract shown. Forms are gen­
erally crisp, colors clear and

74 Products

Keeping track of hospital bed 
assignments. To cut down 
paper work and improve hos­
pital efficiency, the “Medi- 
Scan 220 Census Control Sys­
tem” transmits information on 
bed occupancy and availabili­
ty to key personnel on ac­
counting, admitting, house-
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It might do the job at first. But 
gradually there's a loss of insulation 
efficiency in low-cost, water- 
susceptible insulation. Heating bills 
and cooling costs go up, and up, 
and up.
Here's what happens. The bargain 
insulation gets water-logged and 
loses its insulation value. Vapor 
barriers aren't enough. Movement of 
a building will split them, allowing 
moisture-laden air to penetrate the 
insulation. Moisture forms through

condensation, reducing insulation 
efficiency. What to do?
Specify Styrofoam® brand 
extruded foam. It's the finest, most 
modern insulation you can buy. 
Never loses its effectiveness. Always 
stays dry. Requires no vapor barrier. 
Doesn't rot, mold or deteriorate. 
Flame retardant. Lightweight and 
easy to install.
As for application, you can use the

Miller System; apply paneling or 
decorative wallboard directly on it; 
use as a base for wet plaster; or as 
a perimeter insulation for founda­
tions and slabs.
The next time why not specify 
Styrofoam brand insulation... one 
of a family of rigid foam insulations 
offered by Dow. For more informa­
tion, write to The Dow Chemical 
Company, Construction Materials 
Sales, Dept. 71300, Midland, 
Michigan 48640.

No ono will know you installed bargain insulation.
(until the owner heats up)
On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 333
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DRAPERY FUNCTIONAL 
METAL MESHSeCURITYl 

AIMO SAFEtf 
60UIPMENTNew menEXIT CONTROL BV8TEIVM1 : <

■! i.| ■■'*■** ft-* :
WiMiwrtMliianimtnaWiUMiia '

CUBSlorwaysecurity
catalog

10,000 sq. ft.
X' anodizedttwWjB AleewHi

aluminum,
WATCHCI.OCK BVeTWMB Casino, Freeport,

BahamasSM«wB owiHkWeB. M«nw tMOT y«i^ I

New Detex Catalog shows how to control 
unauthorized use of emergency exits, fire doors, 
internal security doors, and other doorways; 
prevent theft, vandalism and pilferage. On-site 
and remote alarms. Tamper-proof. Master 
keying or keyed-alike cylinders available.

For your free copy, write or call.

DETEX
w Detex Corporation

Dept. PG-9,53 Park PI. New York N Y10007
On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 332

AIRREPRINTS AVAILABLE 
APRIL 1967 & 

OCTOBER 1966 
Issues of

PROGRESSIVE ARCHITECTURE

PORTS
La Guardia Airport, 
New York 
X' anodized 
aluminum

YOURReprints of the main editorial sections of 
these outstanding issues of PROGRESSIVE 
ARCHITECTURE are available to readers at 
S1 each. DESIGN

The new texture 
of wire for 
Dividers / WindowsApril 1967 ... A comprehensive analysis of 

Earth—forming it, conserving it, terracing 
it, using it creatively to enhance man's en­
vironment. To get your copy, circle 435 on 
the Readers' Service Card at the back of this 
issue.

PACIFIC DRAPERY is available in a steel, or alu­
minum anodized wire mesh / It is custom finished 
and woven to meet each individual requirement / It 
is painted or anodized in a spectrum of decorator 
colors / Pacific Drapery is woven in one-eighth, one- 
quarter, and one-half inch mesh / Pacific Drapery 
Wall is easy to install and maintain / Write for actual 
sample of this new product. We will also send prices.

October 1966 ... An analysis — in depth — 
on Concrete with comments and critiques by 
architects, designers, engineers and build­
ers. On Readers’ Service Card, circle 436.

April 1967 reprint — Circle #435 

October 1966 reprint—Circle #436 

To order both reprints — Circle #437 aciFicDRAPERY WALLS
2235 S. E. 11th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97214 
Area Code 5CG-233-4661 

On Readers' Service Card, Circle No. 429
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beige, and grey (flanelle et j 
elephant, par example). Sam- ! 
pie card, folder and data ! 
sheets describe material, its 
installation and upkeep. Dur- 
kan Carpet Corp., 208 E. 60 
St., New York, N.Y. 10022. 
Circle 209, Readers' Service Card

is in 9 solid colors: oyster 
white, blue, green, yellow, 
black, mustard, mauve, terra 
cotta, and chocolate. Decora­
tive, hand-painted tile also 
available. Full-color photos 
illustrate brochure. Elon, Inc., 
246 E. 53 St., New York, 
N.Y. 10022.
Circle 207, Readers' Service Card

Dorm-in. A thick packet of 
catalog sheets covers manu­
facturer’s line of built-in dor­
mitory furniture — daybeds, 
wardrobes, desks, book­
shelves, chairs, storage units, 
and accessory hardware. Floor 
plans, drawings, photos, and 
extensive information on ma­
terials, construction, sizes, 
and installation is given. Fur­
niture is surfaced with plastic 
laminates in solid colors or 
woodgrains; color samples 
included. Thonet Industries, 
Inc., One Park Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10016.
Circle 210, Readers' Service Card

FURNISHINGS

^/uuuwick

Help
stamp out 
lazy wallsNo. 1 NAME IN 

SCHOOL 
EQUIPMENT

MOVABLE SEATING
A feast of tables. A catalog/ 
price list of all-wood-con- 
struction tables lists square, 
rectangular, and round de­
signs in 1" modules (from 18'' 
X 15" X 12" to 96" X 48" x 
30"), making approximately 
45.000 combinations, avail­
able in four wood finishes and 
16 lacquer colors. Manufac­
turer uses as lacquering tech­
nique an old Italian method 
that utilizes lacquer and gesso 
and that results in a deep 
“translucent” color. Brochure 
features photographs, de­
scription of lacquering tech­
nique, as well as prices. 6 
pages. Intrex Incorporated, 
341 E. 62nd St., New York, 
N.Y. 10021.
Circle 208. Readers' Service Card

FIXED SEATING Brunswick Folding Walls are working walls. 
They open easily . . . close easily . . . give 
you sturdy, rigid walls that'll stand up to 
heavily used chalkboards, tackboards, and 
pass doors. Install one for simple space 
division. Install two, three, four, or more to 
turn cafeterias into classrooms, classrooms 
into seminar rooms. With Brunswick 
Folding Walls you're free to design flexible 
facilities that can be changed quickly and 
conveniently as the area need changes. 
Need sound control? Our Acoustic 
Folding Walls make adjoining areas seem 
rooms apart. Write for more information.

DESKS/TABLES
CABINETS

LIBRARY/ 
RESOURCE CENTER 

FURNISHINGS

CHALKBOARD/ 
DISPLAY SYSTEMS

FOLDING WALLS

GYM SEATING
BASKETBALL
BACKSTOPS

PORTABLE STAGES

It’s never too early to let us help with 
your planning. (It’s never too late, either.)
For ideas, for information, for problem solving . . . feel 
free to contact Brunswick. We're tuned in to what's 
happening on the educational scene—and we'll be 
happy to help you. No cost or obligation.

Old World tiles. From France 
comes natural terra cotta 
floor tile in many traditional 
shapes, in brick colors or in 
bright-color glazes. From 
Italy and Portugal, wonder­
fully ornate hand-painted 
glazed tile in a host of colors 
and patterns for walls and 
floors. Brochure gives sizes 
and generous sampling of tile 
patterns in full-color photos.
4 pages. Country Floors, 
Inc., 214 E. 26 St., New 
York, N.Y. 10010.
Circle 211, Readers' Service Card

September 1967

Brunswick Corporation/School Equipment Division 
2605 East Kilgore Road/Kalamazoo, Michigan 49D03 Flocked carpets. Indoor-out­

door carpeting has a low, 
dense pile (obtained by an 
electrostatic flocking process) 
bonded to a vinyl backing. 
Fine, nylon pile is pleasant to 
the touch, and is available in 
rolls or tiles. Weather-resistant 
French import 
shades of blue, green, red.

comes in

i On Readers' Service Card, Circle No. 417



rusted iron and hand-blown 
crystal globes, or translucent 
opal spheres as shown above. 
Also in pewter, oil-rubbed 
bronze, and a black finish, the 
basic design is available in a 
number of variations with dif­
ferent numbers of arms. 
Downlights are concealed in 
the cylinders. Catalog illus­
trates text with drawings and 
photos and includes several 
other fixture designs for wall 
or post mounting, and for 
hanging. Robert Long Light­
ing, 2 Gates Rd., Sausalito, 
Calif. 94965.
Circle 214, Readers* Service Card

Knoll scroll. Brochure/cat- 
alog from the House of Knoll 
is a selection of pieces from 
most of their distinguished 
designers—Bertoia chairs, 
Eero Saarinen tables, the Mies 
chairs, Florence Knoll desks, 
the Richard Schulz outdoor 
furniture, and so on. Shown 
above is the steel-wire design 
by Warren Plainer — also 
available in tables, ottoman, 
and an easy chair faced with 
upholstery from head rest to 
seat cushion. Dimensions and 
photos. Knoll Associates, 
Inc., 320 Park Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10022.
Circle 212, Readers* Service Card

^luimwick
Put a
wall to work
today No. 1 NAME IN

SCHOOL
EQUIPMENT
MOVABLE SEATING

FIXED SEATINGLazy waits can make a school lazy. 
Brunswick Folding Walls make things 
happen—give students and staff a facility 
that can be changed immediately to meet 
changing area needs. Brunswick's Folding 
Walls are sturdy, working walls . . . easily 
opened, easily closed (manually or 
electrically). You can have them with 
chalkboards, tackboards, even pass doors. 
There's a size for every need—a finish for 
every decor. You say you need sound 
control? Check into Brunswick 
Acoustic Folding Walls. They have 
a way of keeping sound in its 
place. Write for more information.

DESKS/TABLES
CABINETS
LIBRARY/ 
RESOURCE CENTER 
FURNISHINGSThe outdoor generation.

Among much traditional leafy 
scrollwork and imitation bam­
boo, are some simple metal 
furniture designs for terrace, 
poolside, and garden. “Radar 
Sta-Out” (above) has tubular 
frame with punched mesh 
tabletops and chair seats in 12 
standard finish colors. “Cata­
log No. 49” lists chairs, tables, 
love seats, and chaises; pho­
tos and dimensions; sample 
swatches of cushion materials 
— expanded vinyl, plastic 
“Strawcloth 
with Zepel finish in nine strong 
colors. 34 pages. Salterini, 
Div. of Walter Kidde & Co., 
Inc., 216 N. Main St., Free­
port, N.Y. 11520.
Circle 215. Reader^ Service Card

CHALKBOARD/ 
DISPLAY SYSTEMS
FOLDING WALLS

GYM SEATING
BASKETBALL
BACKSTOPS
PORTABLE STAGES

Chair fair. Classic bentwood 
arm and side chairs with 
woven cane seats (above), 
and ladder backs with rush 
seats, among fussier styles, 
are suitable for contract in­
stallations. Also, tall-legged,’ 
rush-seated stools for coun­
ters, bars, or drafting tables. 
Italian imports. Photos, price 
list, dimensions. 8 pages. 
Piazza Originals, 225 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10010. 
Circle 213, Readers' Service Card

It’s never too early to let us help with 
your planning, (It’s never too late, either.)
For ideas, for information, for problem solving 
free to contact Brunswick. We're tuned in to what's 
happening on the educational scene—and we'll be 
happy to help you. No cost or obligation.

fee!
and sailcloth

Brunswick Gorporation/School Equipment Division 
2605 East Kilgore Road/Kalamazoo, Michigan 49003

LIGHTING

Lighting maintenance. Bro­
chure describes planned main­
tenance of lighting fixtures 
in industrial plants, offices, 
stores, schools, and other pub-

Bold chandeliers achieve a 
kind of rough elegance in

September 1967
On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 417 ►



ranges, ovens, steamers, waste 
disposers, and a controlled- 
temperature tninion kettle. 
Catalog contains photos, di­
mensions, and technical data. 
36 pages. General Electric 
Co., Dept. 762, 14 Sc Arnold 
Sts., Chicago Heights, 111. 
60411.
Circle 218, Readers’ Service Card

NEW
IN KITCHEN 
VENTILATION

Locker room planning. “Fully 
enclosed lockers with a few 
louvres pressed into the door 
... are as outdated as the ‘pot 
belly’ stove,” says locker room 
equipment consultant, Donald 
Dickey. He recommends 
mesh-type athletic lockers 
with sides, fronts, and backs 
(where possible) of open mesh, 
wire screening, for the best 
visibility and ventilation. Also, 
bright colors should replace 
the rather dismal olive green. 
Booklet discusses customizing 
standard lockers, lockers on 
wheels, dressing and box 
lockers, locks, and so on. Al­
though addressed in simple 
language to school and college 
personnel, it contains helpful 
tips for the architect as well. 
Cost: $1.50. Donald D. 
Dickey, P.O. Box 6630, Min­
neapolis, Minn. 55420.

he buildings. Some of the in­
formation on cleaning and 
relamping programs is not 
pertinent to design, but other 
data will provide an insight 
into how lighting can be de­
signed for more efficient and 
economical upkeep. Discus­
sions of maintaining incandes­
cent, fluorescent, and mercury 
lamps, and recommended 
lighting level for industry, 
stores, and offices. Text and 
graphs. 20 pages. Sylvania 
Electric Products, Inc., 1100 
Main St., Buffalo, N.Y. 14209.
Circle 216, Readers’ Service Card

The
»GAYLORD

VENTILATOR

(^OFFICE EQUIPMENT )

No Filters - or removable parts • 
Automatic Water Cleaning - Daily • 

Centrifugal Grease Extraction • 
Requires less air % 

Removes grease, heat, odors • 
24 hour Automatic Fire Quenching • 

Fire System thermostatically controlled • 
Underwriters' Laboratories Inc. Listed • 
National

Sanitation Foundation Approved • 
Regional Fire Underwriters Approved « 

Reduced Insurance Rates t 
Reduced Maintenance Costs • 

Guaranteed Performance • Drafting equipment. “Catalog 
85” lists 1700 items for drafts­
men, from papers, pencils, 
scale rules, and drawing in­
struments to drafting ma­
chines and lamps for drafting 
tables. Photos, and catalog 
information. 96 pages. The 
Lietz Co., Div. of Paxton 
National, Inc., 330 Corey 
Way, South San Francisco, 
Calif. 94080.
Circle 217, Reader^ Service Card

Fountains of nylon. System of 
nylon filaments down which 
slides a “special liquid” to 
form “hanging” columns and 
other shapes limited only by 
a maximum angle of 25° 
from the vertical. The “foun­
tain” liquid is clear but may 
be dyed if so desired. Al­
though manufacturer suggests 
various filament patterns, 
final designs are up to the 
architect. Booklet includes 
text on functioning of “Won- 
derFall,” plumbing schema­
tics of recirculating system, 
lighting suggestions, typical 
mounting details, and guide 
specs. Installation shown is a

AUTOMATION 
WITH A FLAIR

DESIGN SERVICE - TheGaylordVenhIalor 
is odoptable to oil equipment — upon re­
quest we will provide design services and 
layout drawings for each of your inslollo- 
tions showing nofonly our recommendations 
for the ulilirotion of the Gaylord Ventilators 
bul complete air engineering for the job — 
at no cost or obligotion.

CSPECIAI. EQUIFMEN'T)

Food service systems. Full 
range of modular countertop 
and kitchen equipment for 
restaurants and cafeterias in­
cludes griddles, fryers.

For Complete Literature:
GAYLORD INDUSTRIES

P.O. BOX 19044 
Portland, Ore. 97219.503-246-8835

On Readers' Service Card, Circle No. 345
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Victor Gruen Assoc, design. 
18 pages. Navan Inc., 1320 
E. Imperial Hwy., El Segun- 
do. Calif. 90245.
Circle 219, Readers’ Service Card

You talk “zoning” with your client when you plan 
lighting, heating, air conditioning, and the flow of 
materials, production and people. We talk “zoning” 
when helping you design internal communications to 
attain maximum efficiency in the free flow of vital 
information.
Zoning is a planning concept. It has proven to be the 
most effective way to provide for all the specialized 
needs of various people and departments in a com­
pletely integrated communications system.

Sauna samples. Prefabricated 
panels or entire free-standing 
sauna units, have redwood 
interiors and mahogany 
veneer or marine plywood ex­
teriors. Cast-in-place urethane 
insulation forms core of 214" 
wall sandwich panels. Bro­
chure and a series of data 
sheets describe 5 models rang­
ing from 25 sq ft to 80 sq ft, 
and UL-approved heaters and 
control panel; short specs. 
Am-Finn Sauna Inc., Haddon 
Ave. and Line St., Camden, 
N.J. 08103.
Circle 220, Readers' Sem'ce Card

WE

COMMUNICATiaiMSSURFACING

Vinyl tiles and sheets. Small 
four-color folders, one each 
on floor tile, sheet flooring, 
and countertops, show Good­
year’s all-vinyl line designed 
primarily for residences. New 
are “Mirada” countertop 
(either sculptured or smooth), 
which matches Mirada floor 
tile, and “Roman Villa,” a 
sculptured random stone pat­
tern set in an aggregate of 
small pebbles. Also available 
is a black-and-white brochure 
on the flooring line called “Go 
for Growth.” Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio 
44316.
Circle 221, Readers’ Service Card

PROVIDES COIMVEIMIENT EXTRAS It
may be as simple as a conversation between two 
people or as complex as a group conference. It may 
also include paging, time and emergency signals, and 
music distribution. Requirements for private conver­
sation, hands-free operation, remote answering, direct 
or automatic dial connection can all be met with 
Teletalk equipment.

WIDEST CHOICE OF SYSTEMS You have 
a choice of Teletalk® loudspeaking intercom, private 
and automatic dial equipment, and sound. They may 
be used in combination in a zoned network to provide 
the best communications tool for each zone.

EXPERT COUNSEL Only Webster offers such 
a variety of methods and such a full range of special 
features. Only Webster, too, offers such expert coun­
sel. Webster consultants are highly skilled at planning 
and installing communications systems tailored to 
meet the immediate and future needs of business and 
professional offices, industry, schools and churches. 
Teletalk — Reg. T.U. of Webster Electric Co., Inc. for communications equipment.

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION

Tile and trim. Standard ceram­
ic tile, vitreous accessories, 
and trim shapes are listed and 
illustrated in catalog. Base 
trim is suitable for installa­
tion with resilient flooring or 
thin set and conventional ce­
ramic floors. Color photos 
show 14 standard colors. 4 
pages. Marshall Tiles, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1119, Marshall, 
Texas 75670.
Circle 222, Readers’ Service Card

1r"
ELECTRICWEBSTER M
COMPANY, INC.
RACIMB. WIBCON6IN E3403

Bubsidlany of Sta-Plee Industries, Ino.

Please send me complete information 
on Webster communications

GET ALL 
THE FACTS

Send coupon for the new ^ZONED 
COMMUNICATIONS” 
brochure. Or, call your 
Webster Distributor*. 
Either way, there's no 
obligation, of course. 
*See Yellow Pages — 
"Intercommunication 
Equipment’’

PROORBSSIVE AROHITBCTURB
Name.

Title.REINHOID PUBLISHING CORPORATION 
A subitUiaTY of Chapman-fiainhold, Int. 
430 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 Firm.

Address..Jan C. RowanEditor .................

Associate Editor
Publisher...........
Business Mgr. ...
Production Mgr..........Joseph M. Scanlon

.Zip..State............ E. K. Carpenter
___ P. H. Hubbard, Jr.
..David N. Whitcombe

City.
S723

J
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Designing
Frifo-Lay, Inc,, Orlando, Fla.; 
Locatell, Inc., Architects

a
laundry?

Fire Door Operator eliminates 
two “back-to-back” doors
The UL Approved Clark Fire Door Operator (FDO) 
turns inactive fire doors into hard working, auto­
matically operated, efficient working doors. It elim­
inates the current duplication of an industrial door 
and a fire door at many doorways. Write for FDO 
literature and complete, 12-page Clark Door Catalog.

Dept. P-10 
69 Myrtle Street, 
Cranford, N. J.
Tel. (201) 272-5100

Doorway speeiafists stnce 1878

On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 329

Wtfvegota 
^stem for you!
Troy® can, of course, supply just the washers, | 
extractors, washer extractors, washer-extractor- ^ 
conditioners, ironers, folders and crossfolders 
you need to equip a modern laundry. ^
But we'll give you more than just dependable ^ 
laundry equipment. We’ll give you system ^ 
engineering as well. This means you can call on 
our experts to work with you right from the 
first planning stage. We’ll estimate present and 
future laundry needs, work with you through the 
blueprint stage, deliver and install a soundly 
engineered package and then make your clients’ 
people expert in running the system. For 
details on both our equipment and 
engineering capability for modernization, write to 
Ametek, Inc., Troy Laundry Machinery,
East Moline, Illinois 61244.

Our good, clean engineering does it

and 
worth it!
• • •

To the man who uses 
pencils 8 hours a day, a 
HI-UN) pencil is welt 
worth $1. It has a brand 
new lead—far blacker 
than any lead made be­
fore. The world’s finest 
ingredients and slow, 
meticulous firing gives |

HI-UNI the ultimate in 
smoothness. Makes a 
sharp point last much 
longer. Insures a perfect 
uniformity Irr HMJNI’s 
17 grades of hardness.
The $1 pencil—worth it 
in performance: HI-UNI

AMETEK / Troy Laundry Machlneiy
For the man who makes his living with a pencil

YASUTOMO & CO.
24 CALIFORNIA ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94111

On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 323 On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 404
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NEXT 
MONTH 
IN P/A

THE NITTY-GRITTY OF CONCRETE CON­
STRUCTION. Our complete Issue on the design 
and use of eonerete last October drew such a 
wealth of attention and controversy that we are 
following up this October with a major Investiga­
tion of down-to-earth, day-to-day concerns of 
concrete In architecture. Architects, engineers, 
fabricators, and builders have contributed In­
valuable do*s and don*t$—generously Illustrated 
with graphic details of proper {and Improper) 
concrete usage. Among those speaking out will 
be Morris Ketchum, Emery Roth A Sons, George 
Santry of Schokbeton, James Shllstone, the 
winners of the recent Prestressed Concrete 
Association awards, and many other architects 
and Industry experts.
THE RETURN OF‘*OLD JEFF.” In these days of 
”tear It down. It don’t pay,” It Is gratifying to be 
able to present a notable example of building 
salvation and re-use. Greenwich Village’s Jeffer­
son Market Courthouse Is a fine example of High 
Victorian Gothic that was about to go the way of 
all older structures until a group of ‘‘friends” 
rallied to Its defense, persuaded the city to re-use 
It as a branch library, and encouraged architect 
Giorgio Cavagllerl In his tasteful renovation of 
the Interiors. An encouraging tale for any com­
munity.
WHAT THE GANG IS UP TO. The continuing 
adventures of the Rover Boys of the new architec­
ture: Hugh Hardy, Charles Moore, Paul Rudolph, 
David Sellers, BUI Rlenecke, Louis Mackall, 
Frederick Romley, Charles Hosford, Robert Ven­
turi, et a!., this time with the emphasis on super- 
mannerist Interiors.
AND MORE,.. Robert H. Mutrux, gadfly-at- 
large, again hectors his colleagues constructively 
In “The Medium is Willing, But the Message Is 
Weak” ... 4 quietly evocative Episcopal Parish 
Hall In Sausallto by Henrik Bull Is shown and 
discussed... PI A News Report brings you up to 
the minute on late-breaking excitement In 
architecture ... PjA Observer reveals the get- 
out-of-the-studlo-and-bulld technique of new 
Yale students, and digs Into a few other lively 
happenings.
WHY RESIST ANY LONGER? Relax and enjoy 
architecture’s most Idea-provoking, gutsy, con­
troversial, and rewarding magazine. Fill In and 
send In the subscription card at the rear of this 
Issue and you will begin receiving a dose of 
architectural adrenalin every month.
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OIL CANNING js most obvious on large areas of plain metal surface; 
Conversely to flat areas that look wavy, Rigidized takes the wave 
out. Rigid-tex 3-dimensional patterns provide uniform light reflec 
tion, minimizing oil canning, and insuring maximum visual flatnes;

Solutions to 
architectural problems 
with Rigidized Metals.

FOR EYE APPEAL AND CORROSION-RESISTANCE, Rigidizing adds 
rugged, modern look to exterior design. And, in the case of pane 
flush to the pavement level, Rigid-tex has far greater impact resis 
ance to scuffing and abrasion than plain unrigidized metal

VANDALISM AND HARO WEAR in these heavy traffic areas can be reduced. 
Rigid-tex elevator interiors are less costly to maintain and less likely to 
show strain. Rigid-tex lavatory doors, partitions and kick-plates are a 
definite way to build preventative maintenance into restrooms.

For literature on the 60-odd patterns of 3-dimensional design 
strengthened Rigid-tex® and new decorative Frostone®, write;

RIGIDIZED METALS CORP.
688 OHIO STREET, BUFFALO, N.Y. 14203 
TELEPHONE 716 856-9060

On Readers’ Service Card, Circle No. 406


