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INTRODUCTORY 

FIRST, we wish to thank all those who have 
so promptly expressed their approval of 
Pmrnn, PoINTS as a regular monthly maga­

zine by sending in their subscriptions to begin 
with this; our first issue. The response has been 
most generous and shows beyond the possibili ty 
of a doubt that a journal edited for the drafting 
room is greatly needed. 

~hrough many months. News from draftsmen's 
organizations, architectmal clubs, architectural 
schools, as well as items of interest of a personal 
nature, will have an important place in PENCIL 
PoINTS. The "Queries" Department will supply 
answers to questions by reference to reliable 
sources of information. 

P E CIL PoI "TS wiU 
be devoted to matter of 
i11terest to draftsmen, 
designers and specifica­
tion writers. The demand 
for a journal such as 
PENCIL PoIKTS was sug­
gested by the interest 
that was shown through­
out the country in th~ 
reproductions of work by 
master draftsmen in the 
leaflet issued under the 
same title for the past 
yea r and a half in the 
interests of THE ARcHI­
TEC'.rURAL REVIEW. We 
feel, therefore, that in 
offering P ENCIL POINTS 
at this time we are meet­
ing a very real need. 

Om editorial program 
has been mapped out for 
the most part for the 
coming year a n cl will 
give to our readers a 
wealth of valuable mate-

Contributions, in tho form of articles coming 

EARLY ISSUES OF 

PENCIL POINTS 
WILL CONTAIN 

Architectiiral Details by John Rus­
sell Pope; Delamo & Aldrich; H. 
Van BU1·en Magonigle, and others. 

Articles on the Use of Mode ls for 
Architectural Detail by Frederick; C. 
Hiron.r:;J· on Historic Sources of De­
s·i,gn by Richard F. Bach and Wil­
liam M. Ivins, Jr., of the Metropol­
itan JJ1useitm of Art; on Pe?·spec­
tive, by Paul Valenti. 

R ep1:od1ictions of Drawings of An­
cient and Modern Works. 

"The Specification Deslc" wilt 
·in the Jiily is.me. 

· News from the Field. 

begin 

within the scope of our 
editorial plan, drawings 
of merit, and important 
news _items, are solicited 
and will receive the care­
ful attention of the edi­
tors. PENCIL Pm TS is 
to be edited with our 
readers as well as for 
them, and the co-opera­
tion of the entire field is 
sought in order that we 
may produce a journal 
of the greatest interest 
and value to those it 
seeks to serve. We are 
open to suggestions for 
new departments and for 
the improvement of PEN­
CIL PoINTS in any re­
spect. As the subscrip­
tion list g r o w s the 
amount of material we 
can include in each issue 
will increase. We there-
fore hope that all the 
readers of P ENCIL 

rial. The plates will include, as in the present 
issue, reproductions of detail drawings from the 
offices of architects of the highest standing, as 
well as drawings of both ancient and modern work 
from all parts of the world. 

PornTs will tell their friends about it so that we 
may secure, as quickly as possible, a volume of 
readers which will justify us in expanding the 
paper to the mutual advantage of all concerned. 

In these times it is highly desirable that pub­
lishers, editors and readers should work in the 
closest harmony to meet in the best way the many 
new conditions facing us all. 

Mr. Paul Valenti's lessons in_ perspective draw­
ing, of which the first installment appears in this 
issue, will be published serially and will run 

·· ·-· · · .. :.-· .. . 
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DECORATIVE DESIGNS BY ROBERT ADAM 

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN 1771 IN "THE WORKS IN ARCHITECTURE" OF R. & J. ADAM AND 

REPRINTED IN "THE DECORATIVE WORK OF R. & ]. ADAM" 
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DEVELOPMENT OF AN ALPH ABET A TTRIBUTED TO LEONARDO D A VINCI. 

The letters of this alphabet, excepting J, U, f,V, and Z, are attr ibuted to L eonardo da Vinci ·in the booll of Fm Litca Paciol1, 

P1tblished -in V e11ice -iii IS09. The four letters m entioned and the syste m of squares were supplied by ~Mr. J ohn J. !Gaber who 
redrew the a.lphab et as shown here. The other letters are faithful reproductions of the originals. The stems of the letters were 
f ound to be equal in thick11ess to one-11i1tth of the height and the hair lines froni 011e-third to 011e-half the thic!mess of the stems. 
The centres from w hich the a:rcs are drawn have been located as far as 'Poss·ible by evc11 squares and fractions of s71tares. 7 h,• 
sche111e of centres has bee11 simplified from tha t shown in Pacioli's book. This alpha bet is sh nwn in an rlust1·ia11 repri11t of Pacioli's 
book aud i11 Pnmaire's book "Les Plus Bean:r Types d.J Let/res," both of w hich a.re in th e N ew Yo ri~ P11•blic Library. 
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T-SQUARE CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA 

T HE T-Square Club was formed some _forty years ~go 
by a few energetic arch itects and a rchitectural dratts-

111en, for the purpose of gctt111g togeth e~· th se who were 
interested in the advancement of architecture and the 
allied arts. It was incorporated in 1897 and at that time 
had a memhersh ip of about two hundred. This has 
;;tcad ily increased and numbers at present about three 
huncl rc<l and fifty. 

The Club has proved to be a va luable asse t, not onl y 
to the pra cticing architect, hut also to th ose young r m 11 
who. th ro ugh th e instructi on offered in d~ s i gn and o~h e r 
courses. and also through the congemal associations 
formed at the Cluh, have heen able to bet te r th emselves 
in their chosen work. 

During the past yeai· we have held two i:ncetings 
each month, instead o[ one as former ly, a ll of which have 
hcen educational in charac ter and planned to bring the 
a rchitects ::ind the craftsmen into closer 1·el:itio11 shi p. 
Some of the meet ings held were: "The Relati onship of 
th e Architect to the Craftsmen," by L eslie W. Miller; 
"History of Lighting Fixtures," by De Kosenco; "Orna­
mental Iron \Vork," with demonstration, by Samuel Yel­
li11: "Mural Painting" by Violet Oakley; "Etch ing and 
T.ithograpl1 y," with demonstration by members under 
Jr •seph Pennell 's instruction; "Contemporaneous A rchi ­
tecture in the Making," by D on Barber; "American Acad­
emy_ at Rome," by \V. H. J. Hough. F or each meeting 
there has been an exh ibition relating to the subj ec t of 
the evening. 

Besi des the usual Beaux Arts course in design. we 
ha YC held fortnightly sketch competitions, which have been 
a very interesting feature of the year' s work and have 
proYecl of much benefi t to a ll participants. 

v\ie reg ret tl1at 111e An nual Exh ibition will not be 
held this year. nor will tl1e Year Book he published. 
H owever, we arc now planning fo r onr next year's ex­
hibition which we expect will be held ea rly in the spring. 

R. ]. \\T 11nswowr1-r. Secretary. 

THE CHlCAGO . .\RCHITECTURAL CLUB 

T H E Ch icago Ar ch itectu ral Club has just moved into 
new and la rger quarters at 40 South Clark S treet. 

which offer many opportunities fo r development. .A spe­
cial committee is hard at work on plans for arrangement 
of club rooms, social r ooms, atelier, etc. Our membership 
has increased considerably during the past year, and with 
new quarters and better facilities , it will probably make 

18 

PO I NTS 

a big str id e forward. Summ er act i1·itics ll' ill soo11"begin 
- Sat urday .'\ f te rn oon Sketch C l asse~, lnspecllon I ours. 
Tenn is a11cl Golf Tournaments- not !or9~tt111g. our Mar­
ried Men's Sewing Bees. The Annual I ravellmg Schol­
arship, fo r 1920-21, "A H ute_l Lobby" 111 polychron~e 
tt:rra cotta , was a warded to Pi erre_ Blouke. The Arch~­
tectural Exhibiti on at the Art In st itute is about over:--1t 
is very cred itab le indeed. and surely has been an rn spira­
ti on t a ll who have visited it. 

ELMER J. Fox , Secretary. 

MASS.'\CHUSETTS l NSTlTUTF CW Tt:.UI'.'J O LOG\' 

D<part 111 c11t of .·lrch itcct11. re 

Boston, Mass., May I, 1920. 
D ear Sirs: 

In answer to your favors o f the 27th and 28th o f 
April, I take pleasure in sending you the _fo llo \\·rng state­
ment as to the particular feature s to which the Depart­
ment of Arch itecture at the In stitute \\'ishcs to c~ll at­
tenti on. It is hardly necessary to add that ou r curriculum 
ha s now been fully re-established since the years of the 
war, and o ffers adequate opportu ni ties fo r all stucl ents­
whether high school graduates or ~ollege _gracluaies,. to 
secure ample education to meet the 111creas111gly exacting 
demands of th e a rchitectural profession. 

A careful consideration o [ th e demands made by the 
architectural profe ssion has convinced the Department of 
Architecture at the Massachusetts In stitute of Technol­
ogy of the desirability of giving a course in "Office P rac­
tice" during the summer that shall be open. not only to 
th ose already in the departm ent or proposing to enter 
nex t fa ll, but also to outsid e d raf tsmen desirous of quali ­
fy ing themselves for better po itions. ~uch a ~o u1·?e 
will be held this summ er with the expectati on that 1t will 
ultimately he req uired f nr the degree. 

Specia l atten tion is al so being gircn to meet the 
11 ce cl s of g raduate or spec ial students wisl11ng to take 
:\clvanced Design. through careful ly selected courses of­
iered in a fifth or extra year. 

Yours ve ry tru ly, 
(Signed) vVH.!.IA ~ I E~lERSON, 

/! rad of th r Dc/1arl111rnl. 

OHIO STAT E UN l VERS TTY 

O '\!E of th e cmester's problem in Junior and Senior 
Design has hcen presented by means of models. The 

results were \'Cry sat isfactory and the models have bee n 
c"m111 r· 11t ed 0 11 fa vorably by the faculty an d local archi ­
k cts. Some of the models are heing used hy th e stu ­
dents of Landscape Architecture, in their model prob­
lems. 

A recent probl em in Senior design was th at of a 
t:.;a h·ation Army building for Columbus, Ohio. A com­
bination of the winning design and plans has been ac­
cepted hy th e Salvat ion Army officials. and will be built. 
The furt her de,·el opment of the problem is the subject 
nf one o f th e th eses. T his bui ld ing will he taken as a 
standard fo r such buildi ngs in the 1Iidcl le-Western dis­
tr ict of the Salvation 1\rmy. 

\"!ALTER A. TAYLOR. 

T H I·: hn11 11 r of . being th e fir st subscriber to PENCIL 
!'01 :\T:' goes to !\. L. Muller, 263 East 19th St reet. 

Rrooklyn, N. Y. 

T H E Grf'ek Governm ent Exhibi tion, which was ~hown 
at the Grand Central Palace, New York, early this 

,- pring. is now being shown at the Commercia l Mu ­
'eum in Philadelphia and wi ll be taken fro m th ere to 
.\1111 1\rbor. Michigan. It will prohahly be shown in other 
cities in Yarious parts o f the country. I t was organized 
at the instance o f Premier Ven izelos of Greece and is 
in charge of A. E. Ph outrides , professor of Greek li t~ ra­
ture at th e University of Athens. 
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The design for which the prize of $100 was awarded to Mr. F. T upper.White, 
Chicago, in the competition for a cover design for PENCIL POINTS 

PRIZE A \V A RD IN PENCIL POINTS COVER 
DESIG N COMPETITION 

T H E jury of THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW has awarded 
the one hundred dollar prize for a cover design for 

PENCIL POINTS to Mr. F . Tupper-V/hite of Chicago. The 
five members of th e committee were Mr. Ralph Rein­
hold, :tvir. C. H. Peters, 1fr. E. Clute, Mr. W. V. Mont­
gomery, and Mr. E. M. Urbancl. 

Several contestants were placed hors de co11co11rs. 
having failed to fo llow th e instructions of the program 
for provision of space r equired. 

\i\fhen the contest was announced, it was intended to 
use the w inning design on the cover of PENCIL POINTS 
with a photographic in sert, but the launching of P ENCIL 
POINTS, with this issue, as a regular publication requires 
the use of a different kind of cover. 

Th e o rigina l intention of the compet ition, the letter 
and spirit of the program. never theless, was adhered to 
in judgi ng the designs. The winning des ign is here r e­
produced. 

New Yo rk . .\lay I, 1920. 
D ea r . 11·s: 

r eceived ynur hnokl et an nouncing the birth of I'Hi­

CIL POINTS on Jun e fir st next and I took the li l1erty to 
go on the stump for it. These eleven subscribers are a ll 
young m en under my direction at tl1e studio, non e of 
them past the boyhood age, and in every case, this is 
their first investment in a periodical. and I trust that 
this initial step will eventually impress them with th e 
necessity o f subscribing f or "The R eview." 

Very tru ly yours, 
FRANK CAMBRIA. 

POIN TS 

Classified Advertisements 
Advertisements in this column Five cents a word, none less than 

$r.oo. Remittance must accompany order. 

DO YOU \VA'\TT A D RAFTSMAN, designer, specili ca­
tion writer? Advertise in PENCIL POINTS. It r each es 
them all. 

\\'ORTH HA YING is wor th asking for. Nobody knows 
you want a position if you don't tell them . Don't t ell 
011e-tell all of them. PENCJ L POINTS can do just that for 
you. Adve rti se for a position in PENCIL POINTS. 

FOR SALE, Fifty-four copies of the Architectural R ec­
urd in excellent condition, years 1903-1908. Many of 
these issues are out of print and unobtai nable. Price 
$1 5.00. Box 101, PENCIL POINTS. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 

JNSTRUCTION IN WATER COLOR RENDERlN(; 
for Architects, Interior D ecoration, Sketching from Na­
ture by J. !<rank Copeland of Philadelphia. Catalog 16th 
yea r. Commonwealth Art Colony, Boothbay Harbor, 
Maine. 

PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE 

W ORK has been begun on the new Main Engineer-
ing Bui lding, which is to 110use the new D epa rt­

ment of Architectural Engineering. The top floor wi ll in ­
clude drafting rooms, an exhib ition hall, free-hand d raw­
ing room, constn1ction museum, etc. 

Mr. E. T. Dreibelbies. member of the class of 1918, 
l1as just r eturned from England, where he se r ved with 
the Government aviat ion forces . He has brought back 
" ·ith l1im a note-book of sketch es made in various parts 
of England, where he was stationed for over a year. 
The drawings constitute a very attractive exhibit, which 
is now on display in the galleries of the department. 

The well-known Colonial mansion, The Dr. Joseph 
rriestly House, is to be moved from its o rigina l si te on 
tbe Susquehanna River to the campus of th e Pennsylvani a 
~;ta~e College. where it will afford tl1 e students an op­
purtu ni ty to measure detai ls of good Colonial wor k. 

H . R G.\MllLE. 

GOVERNJVlENT NESDS DRAf.'TSMEN. ETC. 

T HE United States Civi l Service Commi ssion an-
nounces that the Government is in need of a large 

11u111her of draftsmen of va ri ous kinds. rt is s'.atccl tl1at 
fu ll y 1.0'00 draftsmen were appointed in th e Government 
se rvice dur ing the last calenclrtr year. Dur ing th is p~ riorl 
of 1·econstruction, tech nical' men are especially needed . 
Besides draftsmen. there a rc openings for suryeyors and 
c0111puters, also assistant and associate engineers, elec­
trical, mechanical , civil, chemical, and ceramic. 

CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS 

SECRETARIES arc requested to se nd nc\\''i items con-
cerni ng members or matter rcbtin!:?: to th e acti vi tie ' 

pf their separate organizations. L et P1: NnL PoTNTS be 
your offic ial journal. Rcmemhc r- T'Exnr. PorNTS goes to 
press on tl1e ten th of the month preced ing puhlication . 
l\fatter for in se rti on should reach tl1is oHice before that 
date. 

Tm;: ARCHITECTURAL REl.lE\V and PENCIL POINTS are 
r: n sa le at the fo ll owing- hook sbops: New York. Brcn­
tano's; Chi cago. McClnrg's; Boston . The Old Corner 
Book Store; \Vashington. Brenl'ano's. 'Wholesale Dis­
tributors, The A merican News Company, New York. 
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II QUERIES ii 
In this department PENCIL POINTS will endeavor to answer q11estio11s of general interest pertaining to Architec­
t11re and allied arts, giving the best availa.ble iufor111atio11 from anthoritative so11rces. We desire that you f eel 
free at all times to make 11se of th is service, iu.vi ting yonr co-o f;eration in malling the depar tment both interest­
i11g a11d va/iiable. Sho11!ld yon desire an answer by mail, enclose stam p for reply. I n this -issue, we provide our 
own que ries lo indicate variety of subjects a11d '/Jl elhod of trea tment. Address queries to, PENCIL POINTS, (Atten­
tion of E. M. Urba11 d ), Metropo litan Towe r. New Yor/1 City. 

0 11cstio11.- \Al hat must 1 do to become a licensed 
;irchii.ect in J\'ew York Sta te? .·/ 11 swer.-T he qua! ilica­
ti ons for becoming a licensed archi tect in New 'York 
State are, tha t the appli cant must be a cit izen o E the 
United States or have declared his intention of becoming 
one, must be at least twenty-one years of age, of good 
moral character, and must secure a certificate of rcgis­
t ration by examination. The qualifi cations are that he 
>kt!I have a high school education and at least fiv e yeai-s' 
exper ience in a recogn ized a rchitect's office. T he hoar :.! 
,,f examiners may accept in lieu of the examin atio n sa t­
is iactory evidences: (1 ) Diploma of graduati on o r sal­
i, factory cert ifi cate from some architectural co ll ege, and 
at last three years of practical experience. (.2) Regi:;-
1 ra tion or cert ificate as an a rchitect in another ' late o r 
count ry where t11e qualifi cations are th e same as in the 
St ate of N cw Y ode Communicate with the board of 
regents , Albany, New York. Reference. P aragraph 79, 
(;cneral Busine;;s Law of New York State, annotated, 
Consolidated Law s, Volmne 3. 

Quesfion.-I am not a cert ified a rchi tec t. May I be 
permitted to plan alterations on my house in N cw York 
City? Must I receive permi ssion fo r a lteration ? 
A 11 swer.-Yes, the proposed plans for alteration mu st be 
submitted to the superintendent of buil dings. detailed 
si·atement in t ri plica te. See Building Code Ordinances of 
the City of New York, Annotated, 1920. 

Q11 eslio11.- \ i\T hat is th e zoning law in New Yo1·k 
Cit y? A 11s'i'.r1rr.- T he building zoning law, adopter! J ul y 
.25. 1916, is a r egulation limiti ng the height and hul k of 
linild ings, deta iled arrangemen t of cour ts and ot her open 
>paces, regulat ing and r est r icting th_e location o f trades 
and industr ies, and the location of buildings designed for 
specified uses, and establishing the boundaries of distr icts 
fo r these purposes. See Crosby Code of Ordinance , An­
notated, 1920. 

Q/{.eslio11.- Is the H otel Pennsylvani a the larges t lit 
the world and who were th e archi tects ? Answer.- Th e 
lc[otel Pennsylvani a is th e larges t hotel in th e w rid . 
:McKim, :Mead & \ i\Thi te we re the a rchi tects. 

Q11est io11.-\Vhat opportu ni ty fo r architectura l st udy 
rloes the American Academy of Rome offer? .' I 11swer.-­
:tlfaintenance fo r three years in th e V illa Aureli a, Rome, 
acq uai nting the Fellow with the rich store of Roman 
ant iquities in architecture. 

Qneslion.-Vl ho were th e architects of the Cath edral 
of Notre Dame and when was it completed? . foswe r.­
The only available document contempo rary with the con­
structi on of Notre Dame is the cart-ulaire or notes re­
garding the construction of Notre Dame and no in t ima­
tion is given of the a rchi tects, but it was projected in 
1124 under L ouis le Gros, and the corner stone laid by 
Pope Alexander in 1163 and finish ed in the thirteenth 
century, wh en th e nave and present fa<;ade were built. 
A rchbishop Maurice commenced the construction and sue-
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cced ing bishops fi ni shed it. In 1223 the portal was fin­
ished . The chapel and th e porch .were clone by Jean de 
Chellcs about 1257. T he late ral chapels were fin ished in 
1275. T he Sacristy was cloqe by Lassus and Viollet le Due. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 
Lawrence, Kansas, Apri l 30, 1920. 

To th e Editor of PENCIL POINTS : 
A magazin e primarily fo r arch itectural students and 

tlrnftsmcn has a splendid opportunity along educati onal 
li nes. D raf tsmen see the splendi d success o f some 0 [ our 
best known architects who are "offi ce g raduates" ;u1d 
fee l t hat school t rai ning is unnecessa ry. They c!o not 
sec the pa in staking effort and study by whi ch such suc­
cess was a ttained. PENCIL PorNTS could well point to 
draf tsmen th e desirability of education along broad lines. 
School stu dents become enthused over "design" and arc 
prone to neglect the practical si de. PE:-<CIL PoINTS could 
point out t o students· the des irability of seeking summer 
employment in th e offices of a rchitects where they could 
begin to pi ck up the knowledge of working drawings anrl 
general office practice which they must have eventually 
to supplement their school work. A better understanding 
and more fr iendly spir it between draf tsmen and students 
will im prove office conditions and later professional rela­
tions. Let draftsmen remove the chips fro m thei1· shoul­
drrs and stud ents reduce th e unjustified upward til t of 
their noses. PENClL POINTS can aid in a more harmon­
ious att itude between th e t wo elements fr om which the 
future practi t ioners o f archi tect ure will come . 

Very tru ly yours, 
GnLDWIN Gor. ns~HTT! , 

Professor of //rchitect 11re, 
Un iversi ty of Kansas. 

COMPETITION FOR LIBRARY. 

THE T rustees of th e F ree P ublic L ibrary of Jersey 
City propose to erect a new branch li brary buil ding 

on th e northwest co rner of Bergen and Clinton Avenues, 
J ersey City. The dimensions of the site are approxi­
mately 10,000 square feet, having 100 feet frontage on 
Bergen Avenue and 100 fee t frontage on Clinton Avenue. 

T he sum available for the erection of the proposed 
buildi ng, exclusive of a rchi tect's fees, furnishings, laying 
out o f grounds surrounding th e building and grading the 
walks. is $100,000. 

T he Trustees propose to select th e arch itect for the 
uew buildi11g by an anonymo us competit ion. The com­
petition is open to any architect without remuneration, 
except that the authors of the best five plans submitted 
shall each receive an award of $250. This award in th e 
case of the competitor who is selected as the architect 
of the new building shall be accounted as a first install­
ment of his regular commission. Competit ion closes 
August 16th, 1920. F or full particular s, address: Mr. 
E . W. Mill er, Secretary, F ree Public Library, Jersey City, 
N. J. 


