


ALBERENE STONE

Pentagon Bldg., Arlington, Va., U. S. War Dept., Archts., Edwin Bergstrom,

developing tank equipment.

pentine Exterior Paneling, Alberene Stone Laboratory
Equipment, and Alberene Stair Treads and Platforms.

Versatile, durable Alberene Stones

FIND MANY USES IN THE GOVERNMENT’'S PERMANENT PROGRAM

OTHER TYPICAL
WAR CONSTRUCTION
INSTALLATIONS

SHOWER COMPARTMENTS
U. S. Navy Yard Barracks, Phila., Pa.;
George W. Pepper, Jr., Archt. U. S.
Naval Aircraft Factory, Phila.,, Pa,;
Ralph B. Bencker, Archt.

STAIR TREADS
Fort Belvoir, Va., Baskervill & Sons,
Archts. The White House, Washing-
ton, D. C,, Lorenzo S. Winslow, Archt.

FOOD BARS

U. S. Naval Aircraft Factory, Phila.,
Pa., Ralph B. Bencker, Archt. (Black
Serpentine)

SINKS AND TANKS
U. S. Naval Photographic Laboratory,
Anacostia, Md. Eastman Kodak Co.,
Engineers.
FUME HOODS

U. S. Naval Research Laboratory, Ana-
costia, Md.

Three factors account for the widespread use of versatile
Alberene Stones in War construction, i.e. (1) proven durability,
(2) availability, and (3) economy.

Alberene Soapstone has been standard equipment for fine
laboratories for over 50 years. Highly resistant to acid and
alkali, with no surface glaze, dense and tough, it is easily
machined...and easy to keep clean.

Alberene Tread Stock is selected stone of great hardness.
Its natural highly-toothed surface remains non-slip whether
wet or dry.

Alberene Black Serpentine has become extremely popular
because its polished black surface affords excellent contrasts for
modern design. Highly resistant to weather action, the use of
thin sections (78 in.) makes for economy.

We are ready and able to make prompt ship-
ments of these various stones. Your inquiry
will receive immediate, executive attention.

LBERENE STONE

ODERATE IN COST...NEGLIGIBLE IN UPKEEP

CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA

Quarries and Mills at Schuyler, Virginia X Sales Offices in Principal Cities

U. S. Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Md., U. S. Navy Dept.,
Cons. Archt. Alberene Stone used for 5 stairways; Alberene Soapstone photo- Archts., P. P. Cret, Cons. Archt.; Alberene Black Ser-

. 419 FOURTH AVENUE,. NEW YORK. N. Y.
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A. lawrence Kocher and Howard Dearstyne, architects, present The
Architectural Center, a projected institution for investigating human,
social, economic, and technical aspects of building. The Center is to
be a place where the architects of a region can come for consulta-
tive service; where the public will see orchitecture in proctice, in
production, and as a finished product; where the manufacturer of
building materials and equipment can test existing products, or find
inspiration for new ones. It is also a school and a factory . . . The
issue will also contain a presentation of Moore and Hutchins'
Goucher College dormitories, and other features.
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Drawn by Chester B. Price for Lone Star Cement Corporation

War Speeds Concrete Progress

AR-TIME demands have accelerated the trend toward concrete as a
medium of design. Combining freedom of expression and structural

SPECIFY economy, Architects and Engineers are now using concrete to enclose space

INCOR' 24-HOUR CEMENT with shell domes, curved walls, plane surfaces—whichever is most effective
functionally. Buildings such as this hangar illustrate concrete’s versatility.

FOR y g 8 y

EARLUER OCCUPANCY [N Sweeping arches support a thin concrete shell only 35 inches thick. Clear

spans of over 300 feet, without ties or bracing, provide maximum un-

BUILDINGS OF ALL TYPES obstructed space in hangars, warehouses and other fire-safe structures.

WATERTIGHT CONCRETE— Modern concreting methods increase the economy factor. With 'Incor’
BASEMENTS, TANKS, STUCCO, ETC. 24-Hour Cement, concrete poured today is stripped tomortow . . . no repost-
ing to interfere with mechanical trades . . . fast construction schedules with

CONCRETE FLOORS—HEAVY-DUTY, 50% to 60% less forms. Weeks saved . . . earlier occupancy at less cost.
NON-DUSTING—READY FOR Take these advantages into account in planning your next project—
SERVICE IN 24 HOURS housing, hospitals, schools, industrial buildings. Specify ‘Incor’*, America’s
FIRST high early strength Portland cement. Get strong, durable concrete
. . save your client money as well as time. *Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.

LONE STAR CEMENT CORPORATION

Offices: ALBANY BIRMINGHAM ¢« BOSTON e« CHICAGO e DALLAS HOUSTON  » INDIANAPOLIS o JACKSON. I7°S5.
KANSAS CITY . NEW ORLEANS . NEW YORK . NORFOLK . PHILADELPHIA . ST. LOUIS . WASHINGTON, D €.
LONE STAR CEMENT, WITH ITS SUBSIDIARIES, IS ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST CEMENT PRODUCERS: 15 MODERN MILLS, 25-MILLION BARRELS ANNUAL CAPACITY
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This drawing is one of a series made with art -Juild BONDED LEAD drawing pencils

Art Guild pencils are available in 17 precision-milled ll " To “ PE "c l L co l b T
degrees — 6B to 9H. Beautifully finished in green oy ew‘s “rg' enn.
lacquer, they come neatly packed in a metal box.

: o e e SALES OFFICES
Try them at ourexpense. We willgladly send you o few .
Ar{Guiid pencils for personal test. Just drop us a note 112 West Ninth Street 38 South Dearborn Street 3525 Southwestern Boulevard
on your letterhead, specifying the degrees you prefer. Los Angeles, California Chicago, lllinois Dallas, Texas
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HOW FENESTRA PLANS TO SERVE YOU BETTER, TOMORROW

In the postwar years to come, America’s architects,
engineers, contractors and builders will have their
greatest opportunities in all history, and their greatest
responsibilities.

While, today, “Victory is Fenestra’s Business”,
various postwar planning committees are preparing im-
proved and new Fenestra building materials, to help you
meet tomorrow’s heavier responsibilitieé ...Fenestra’s
promises of future accomplishments may be judged
in the light of some of Fenestra’s past performances.

SOME FENESTRA FIRSTS

Fenestra was the first to manufacture steel windows in
America. Fenestra-Holorib was America’s first insulated
steel roof deck. The first steel residence casements with
integral inside screens were introduced by Fenestra.
Fenestra spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to

pioneer the famous engineering research work which
led to greatly improved industrial daylighting and
natural airation. To protect against rust, Fenestra intro-
duced the Bonderized Finish to the steel window
industry. The Fenestra Package Window was the first
steel-and-wood casement unit delivered to the job com-
plete, ready to nail in the opening. And so on.

DETROIT STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY
Now Engaged Exclusively in War Goods Manufacture
Dept. PP-6, 2269 East Grand Boulevard, Detroit, Mich.

Pacific Coast Plant at Oakland, California

WILL COMPLETELY ENCLOSE YOUR BUILDINGS
WINDOWS - DOORS - ROOF AND FLOOR DECKS - METAL SIDING
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COMPLETE r731 WINDOW UNITS

“Built-ins”’ . . . for the 194X home—yes, even a
built-in view or two, with dull wallspace converted
into year ’round living pictures, through Andersen
Complete Wood Window Units! With wider use
of fenestration in 194X homes will come wider
recognition of the importance of Andersen Com-
plete Wood Window Units. For here are complete
wood window units that are designed as a func-
tional part of the entire structure, and adaptable
to all types of residential design. And, though

designs may change and innovations develop—of
this you may be sure: the quality and precision-
built excellence of Andersen Complete Wood
Window Units will remain #nchanged. As always,
Andersen Complete Wood Window Units will
continue to meet the exacting requirements of the
building profession.

Sold through regular millwork channels. See
Sweet’s Architectural file for complete details or
write to the. ..

BAYPORT »

MINNESOTA
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Com/oef ition

The Majestic Company of Hunting-
ton, Indiana, manufacturers of fire-
place equipment, and other building
necessities, invites architectural de-
signers, draftsmen and students to
participate in a competition for grille
and mantel designs to be used in con-
nection with the Majestic Circulator
Fireplace.

To the winning designers Victory
Bonds will be awarded as follows:

First prize a $150.00 bond
Second prize a $100.00 bond
Third prize a $50.00 bond

PROFESSIONAL ADVISER .

Professor Wooster Bard Ficld, A.LA..

of Ohio State University, will serve as
the professional advisor,

THE JUDGES

i — ) o, cour—— <

The judges are experienced practicing
architects and members of the American
Institute of Architects. Wartime travel
conditions have prevented a selection of
judges from more widely separated
points which the sponsors would have
preferred. The judges are as follows:—

Wilfred A. Paine, A.L.A.
Paine and Crumley, Architects, Colum-
bus, Ohio

Herman J. Albrecht, A.I.A
Albrecht and lehelm, Archltects, Mas-
sillon, Ohio

George Hermann, A.I.A.
Hermann and Brown, Architects, Day-
ton, Ohio

A.ILA. SANCTION

The Committee on Competitions of the
American Institute of Architects has ex-
amined this program and approved the
;ompeﬁfion for participation by its mem-

ers,

Last Call

The competition closes at noon Satur-
day, July 31, 1943.

Write Today for
Program & Delails

MA.IESTIC

OMUPANY

HUNTINGTON,

886 Erie Street
IND.
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Letters from Readers

A collection of more letters, pro and con, expressing reactions to New PenciL PoInTs,

Salt or Saccharine?

Your May issue, with comments pro and
con on what you are doing, was interest-
ing. Isn’t it true that those who quarrel with
your program just won’t recognize the
fact that we are in a changing world
where the kind of architecture that was
acceptable twenty years ago just will not
pass muster today. Do your critics want
us to go back to the books and roll out
stuff from the past, pasted on to our
buildings? It, naturally, is strong meat
to one whose whole training is shocked
by something that he does not want to
understand. When one envisages the very
changes that science, today, begins to pic-
ture for the future, it is inconceivable
that the architects can expect to hold
their position, uncertain as it is, unless
aware of the fact that the public is con-
scious of basic changes.

What should not be forgotten is that
no matter what new concepts do appear,
the ability of those critics of yours, as
artists and men thoroughly competent in
their craft, should be sufficient to master
new issues and turn out buildings as becau-
tiful, as sensible, and as useful as those
that were built in other days. Of course
there will be freak solutions and annoying
results, but what period has not had the
fine, the mediocre, and the bad? Ask the
younger men of the profession what they
see ahead—do they want platitudes to
copy? I don’t think so.

ELy Jacques Kann, F.ALA.
New York

Good OIld American—

Enclosed is my check for a complete set
of your Monograph Series.

Last July I wrote Mr. Kenneth Reid a
letter in reply to one of his editorials set-
ting forth the new policy of your maga-
zine and requesting reactions from its
readers. All of the replies published were
very much in accord with Mr. Reid. Just
now I am happy to run across a letter or
two from readers who are not totally in
harmony with all of his theories, who
still have faith in the American architect
and in his ability to carry on without
giving over all of his authority to a gov-
ernmental regimentation and holding fast
to the well proven theory that an archi-
tect is an architect, and an engineer is
not an architect.

If it were not for the architects of this
country who still have faith in the past,
as well as the future, and who admit
that there is still much to be admired
and even learned from the past, there
would be little, if any, sale for your Mon-
ograph Series. In fact, I have yet to meet
an architect worthy of the name who
hadr’t had a pretty thorough training in
the good old classics, from which early
American was derived. You yourselves,
on page 67 of the March issue show how
ludicrous the typical modern stuff is com-
pared with architecture. I believe every
architect is for progress, but I repeat that

new styles aren’t created overnight. And
I still call it “styles”.

The foregoing is all in good humor and,
let me add, speaking of Early American,
I hope a few more articles and criticisms
appear in your magazine by men with
good old American names!

Percy D. BeNTLEY, Architect
Eugene, Ore.

Engineer Likes “New’’—

I recently saw a copy of PeNciL PoINTs
and was delighted to see the change that
has come over it. Will you tell me when
the new policy went into effect and
whether back numbers of this “pew”
magazine are available. If this is to be a
consistent policy I would like to enter
my subscription and will send a check by
return mail if you will let me know tae
yearly rate.

I am an architect gone engineer for
the duration and have a great hankering
to get back to the chosen field.

Freperick D. PetrIE, Architect,
Cleveland, Ohio.

¢ . . . Boil and Bubble”’

It was the March issue, I believe, in which
I read a letter condemning you for the
New Pencit Points (since January) and
particularly criticising the covers by Ru-
dofsky.

Whenever I think of that letter my
blood boils and 1 get the urge to write
and blast the writer. Why can’t he see
that your covers are now the best in the
country? Why can’t he realize that the
content and layout of the magazine are
now as good and forward looking as any
in the country? This gentleman doesn’t
seem to realize that the metamorphosis
accomplished by PenciL Points from 1942
to 1943 is comparable in scope and quality
of change to the change Gropius achieved
at the Bauhaus.

I enclose my check for $5 for a two-year
subscription on condition that you con-
tinue PenciL PoINTs as it is. Any organi-
zation which has changed as fundament-
ally as yours has is deserving of support.

Congratulations!—and 1 wish that dis-
senter could know how 1 feel, for this
is my dogma and I shout it!

Frep F. Basserri, Draftsman

Seattle, Wash.

(We have cvery intention of continuing
our policy—Editor.)

“Furriners”’

You have never seen such a bunch of dis-
pirited architects as I have seen the last
few days. That last issue (New Pexci.
Points, April 1943) just seems to have
been the last straw. God; after one has
worked for years to try to bring some-
thing into this world that is worth while,
and it is an uphill fight, to have the last

(Continued on page 10)



THIS IS NO TIME FOR 74&5 ECONOMIE

America is not stinting on the quality or quantity of material these men are assembling as part of the
world’s mightiest war machine. If a certain kind of steel is needed, that certain kind of steel is used. Since
both the steel and its use are essential, that is real economy. But some people seem to have the belief
that all steel, regardless of its kind, must be saved for weapons and war material. They don’t seem to
realize that (1) there are innumerable kinds of steel and by no means are all of them suitable for
weapons and war material; (2) there is essential need for steel in the buildings, machines and other facili-
ties in and with which these weapons and this war material is produced; and (3) there is enough steel
available for essential production facilities.
To refrain from using steel when steel is both essential and available . . . in the
absence of adequate substitute materials . . . is neither economical nor safe

practice. .. and certainly this is no time for false economies.

SCOPE OF RAYMOND'S ACTIVITIES

includes every recognized type of pile foundation—concrete, composite, precast, steel,
pipe and wood. Also caissons, construction involving shore protection, ship build-
ing facilities, harbor and river improvements and borings for soil investigation.

RAY &

CONCRETE PILE COMPANY
1\ 140 CEDAR STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.
Branch Offices in Principal Cities




The rugged, heavy-duty
motor does the work, saves
time and laber by opening
and closing the doors
smoothly and quickly.
Pushbutton control may be
remotely located. (Manual
control eonly, if desired.)
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THEY FILL THE BILL
FOR WARTIME BUILDING

Kinnear Motor Operated Wood Rolling Doors save
time and labor; they can be opened or closed quickly
at the touch of a button — from any convenient
location!

Their (.:oiling, upward action saves valuable floor, wall
and ceiling space, and keeps the doors out of the way
and safe from wind or traffic damage when open.
Sl‘rong inter-lapping wood slats form a rugged cur-
tain that blocks out wind and weather, yet presents a
neat appearance that harmonizes with any building
exterior or interior.

And Kinnear Wood Rolling Doors assure highest
economy of war-vital metals!

They are built in any size, for use in old or new
buildings, and are available with manual control only,
if desired. Write for complete data or specifications.

THE KINNEAR MANUFACTURING COMPANY
1900-20 Fields Ave. Columbus, Ohio
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(Continued from page 8)
magazine go off the deep end with such
a Gropius article as you had. It is bad
enough to have the Germans abroad try-
ing to sabotage our existence, but to
have every school piled full of Germans,
every magazine falling for it too. I looked
at Ed Williams yesterday at lunch and
he just said what’s the use. I thought we
had left the matched sheathing period
behind a long time ago. Cheap tenements,
cockroaches, bed bugs, I can see them
crawling up the cracks on your cover.
Isn't there one editor that is filled with
the urge to do decent Architecture? Must
we thrust knock-down packing boxes on
everybody to live in? Must we have wordy
Architecture all over the place? Can’t we
progress without some “Ovsky” or “Fer-
riner” to blast what few American ways
are here to work with?

It’s tough, but an Architectural Editor
should never fail even if the profession
does at times.

CanmeroN CrLark, Architect
New York

Unruffled

I was amazed at the type and calibre of
criticism directed at you and your staff,
as published in the last issue of NEw
Pexcit Points. I naturally assumed that
the entire profession was in full agree-
ment with your policies, methods, presen-
tations.

Permit me to add my mite of praise. I
have nothing but respect for the masterful
way in which PexciL Poixts has stepped
forward. T admire your objectives, your
editorials, your selection of material, and
the way in which you present it. [ ex-
pect that you will continue, in an unruffled
manner, to maintain the high standards
that you have achieved in spite of (and
because of?) the critical elements in the
profession.

I should like to make one suggestion
and hope that you consider it constructive.
A weak link in the architectural armor is
the lack of precise knowledge of construc-
tion costs. This is particularly true with
regard to new construction techniques. [
feel that you would be providing the
profession with an important service if
you could include some sort of cost analy-
sis with each building published.

Rarpn M. Karcer, Architect
Forest Hills, N. Y.

‘“Exterior Decorators’’

An aura of make-believe has always sur-
rounded the architectural profession.
Architects dwell in a world of wishful
yearnings. The profession, even today,
after months of browbeating by engineers
riding a crest of transient success, will not
face the facts about itself. It too fre-
quently assumes the theoretical position
—which in practice Is rarely accorded it—
that it is qualified to tell owners what
they want, or should have, or that it can
proceed with the solution of all problems
without first finding out what those prob-
lems are from the other man’s point of
view.

A good example of this is seen in the
recent New Pexcic Points-Kawneer com-
petition for “Store Fronts of Tomorrow™.

(Continwed on page 12)



The Youngstown Sheet and Tube Company
was founded in November, 1900 by 47 local
investors, with an authorized capitalization of
$600,000. In December, 1901, this capitalization
had been increased to $4,000,000 to provide for
the expanded program decided upon by the men
of vision who planned the future of this company.

In February, 1902, 14 months after
the initial meeting of the shareholders
of this company, the first product carry-
ing the Youngstown trademark was
produced. In this same year, these
pioneers took the first step to assure
complete integration ... the f{first
producing blast furnace was purchased...
the first ore properties were acquired...
and the first coal lands obtained. These
early acquisitions all served as a nucleus
around which was created the great
industrial organization, which in later
years served mankind in every corner
of the globe where products of civiliza-
tion were making life more complete.

We are doubly appreciative of the
efforts of those who preceded us at
Youngstown. These men of faith, cour-
age, foresight and action have bequeath-
ed to us those things with which we can
make a definite contribution in helping
to win freedom for the world today, and
upon which we can help build an
assured prosperity for the future.

Pipe and Tubular Products - Sheets
Plates - Conduit - Bars - Tin Plate
Rods - Wire - Nails - Tie Plates and
Spikes - Alloy and Yoloy Steels

7he YOUNGSTOWN

SHEET AND TUBE COMPANY, Youngslown, Ohio

Manufacturers of /
CARBON ALLOY AND YOLOY STEELS //
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(Continued from page 10)

Five outstanding men in the fields of
merchandising, display, psychology, real
estate, and architecture would make up a
practical and efficient jury qualified to
judge a problem of this nature. But, as
it was, the problem was judged by a jury
of architects only.

What can be said of a jury composed of
not even one merchant? What was the
problem—to make a picture or to inte-
grate in some way the clements of five
wholly different types of shops? The
answer lies in the first prize design.

The stores, it will be remembered, were
intended to “serve people of low and

average income”, which means that the
mark-up should be kept down, and this
is achieved partly by getting the most
sales per square foot possible out of the
property. A merchant on the jury would
have considered this point important.
But apart from the mistake we make in
not taking the imaginary owner into con-
sideration, the competition exposed our
cardinal sin. We are still “exterior deco-
rators” as the engineers say. We are still
forcing the plan a bit to save the eleva-
tion. The jury did not hesitate to condone
the omission of a badly-needed corner col-
umn to save the design that looked the
airiest. The depth of the roof construc-

_f'yméa/ oé S’afety

In exit devices, the symbol of safety is the

name Yon Duprin.

Just as Von Duprin was the original sell-

releasing fire and panic exit device-just as
it was the first (and on[y) device to use drop-
forgings—so today it is the outstanding
advocate of comp[ete[y safe devices, in war

as in peace.

Victory Model Von Duprins are made only
of tough, resilient malleable iron. They can
be trusted imp[icit[y. They are sure in oper-

ation; they are, ])eyond any doubt, SAFE!

Won Duprin

VONNEGUT HARDWARE (0., INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
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tion seemed hardly sufficient to span the
25 or 30 feet required. Such an unesthetic
thing as cantilevering concrete construction
does not apparently bother men who are
looking into a postwar world, but it
should. Wishful thinking will never hold
up a roof or, unfortunately, the profes-
sion’s reputation.
Percy CasHMORE, Architect
White Plains, N. Y.

(Page 52 of the May issue shows the use

of wide overhangs supported on glass
walls—Editor.)

E Pluribus Unum

In reading your editorial in the April
issue it raised a feeling within me of
quiet disgust. Is it any wonder that the
architectural profession is weak and their
future is at stake when the individuals in-
volved are so damned shortsighted that
they will not invest, say an amount of
$25 per year, for their very own preser-
vation and future betterment. I firmly
believe that the individual architect has
been too selfish and the time is now past
due for him to realize that only as a
group can he survive and improve.

To go a little further at this time, I
wish to say that as a young man (with
hopes of having a future practice) it is
also my hope that all of us younger men
are brought to realize that strict ethical
practice will give everyone the oppor-
tunity to do the best type of work and
also to provide for a more firm, economic
income.

Hawrey E. McA¥Feg, Designer
Syracuse, N. Y.

Modernize Profession

For many years I have been a subscriber
to your magazine and have always enjoyed
it very much. There have been times
when I have felt that the New PenciL
Porints was of no use to me, but I always
think that perhaps it is just what the
other fellow may need and perhaps there
is something in the next issue for me.
There usually is and thus 1 have been
keeping it up. Now I have come to enjoy
it even more because I suddenly realize
that you have done something to modern-
ize a pretty antiquated profession which
could stand modernizing on quite a few
points.

I am all for it and look forward to
cach new issue as it always brings a cer-
tain freshness and ideas of a progressive
movement toward the construction of
tomorrow.

E. P. Frigs, Designer
Washington, D. C.

Realistic Planning

For some time I have been meaning to
write to you to offer my congratulations
on the presentation by New PenciL
Points of the work being carried on by
the Chicago Planning Commission.

It was one of the best articles of its
kind which I have read, and it should
give encouragement to other cities which
may have been skeptical about the possi-
bility of developing a comprehensive and
realistic planning program.

FrepEricK ]J. Apams.
School of Architecture
Massachusetts Institute of Technology



Houses like this=

built to find the truth about insulation

: {' [ : What will insulation do? How much fuel will it save? What thick-
¢ . ro ness is required? These are questions that cannot be answered
¥ g L
i b completely by laboratory tests and slide rule calculations.

The real truth can be obtained only by accurate tests in
4 actual houses—on the job.

To get this exact proof, the Wood Conversion Company built
four identical houses, each completely equipped with the most
elaborate of testing devices and conducted the most complete
testing program on insulation ever attempted.

No factor was overlooked by trained engineers who compiled
test data night and day making up to 1,200 readings each twenty-
four hours during certain periods throughout the entire heating
season. No effort was spared in making these tests authentic
and as exact as humanly possible.

Today the results of these tests are available to architects
without cost or obligation. Here are new findings—exact find-
ings—new data on insulation efficiency—facts that will help
you to judge insulation values better. Mail the coupon today
for your copy of the study as presented to the American Society
of Heating and Ventilating Engineers.

Lalowrn-Wool

SEALED INSULATION

Woobp CONVERSION COMPANY

Dept. 117-6. First National Bank Bldg.

St. Paul, Minnesota

Please send me complete scientific data on the Wood Conversion Company
insulation tests.

Name. . .

Address. .

Checking wind velocity by timing period between

Y & 50 s e i o wp s
flashes of lamp activated by electric cup anemometer.
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Products Progress

(The columns of this section are open to any manufacturer who has a new product of interest to the architectural
profession. Manufacturers who wish to have their product shown should send a glossy photograph, together with
information covering the function, characteristics, installation, cost of the product, and a description of what AlA

literature is available.)

NON-METALLIC REGISTERS

Tuttle & Bailey, Inc., New Britain, Conn.,
have developed several non-metallic regis-
ters and grilles for wartime installations.
The model shown has bars which are in-
dividually adjustable and is equipped with
a Presdwood multi-shutter damper. Ver-
tical face bars are capped with steel, pro-
vide sideways deflection. The horizontal
back blades allow for control of air vol-
ume. The new grilles and registers are
furnished as standard in a flameproof,
fire-resistant prime coat finish. Available
in various sizes and models.

PLASTIC SCREEN

A new Velon plastic window screen, de-
veloped by Firestone Tire & Rubber Co.,
Akron, Ohio, is said not to deteriorate or
corrode since there is no rusting or oxi-
dation of any kind. Being translucent,
Velon screens admit more light. Dirt may
be washed from it with a damp cloth or
brush to restore original luster. Heat and
cold do not affect it. It is said to be strong,
flexible, and highly resistant to impact.
Velon is also being used in production of
seat fabrics, draperies, can be molded into
flexible tubing.

COLD CATHODE TRANSFORMER

A new style cold cathode lighting trans-
former, designed for industrial applica-
tions, from Acme Electric & Mfg. Co,
Cuba, N. Y. Capacity of 120 milliamperes
in 3,000, 4,000, 6,000, 9,000, 12,000, or
15,000-volt secondaries. It is a heavy-duty,
vibration-proof unit, with standard circuit
box for primary connection and built-in
parallel electrode housings for direct con-
nection of cold cathode tubes. Cold
cathode lighting is similar in basic manu-
facturing process to the luminous tubes
used in ‘“‘neon signs.”
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GLASS SHOWER-BATH UNIT

2
i
i
5
i
:
4

This combination shower and bath was
developed by the Pittsburgh Plate Glass
Co., Grant Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. Using
almost no critical materials, and composed
of four sheets of Carrara plate glass which
is fabricated into a single unit, the com-
bination unit was developed primarily for
use in new or low-cost houses intended
for war homes. The new Pittsburgh com-
bination unit—which has a flat bottom
drilled for necessary drain fitting and also
has foot-high side walls—comes in a choice
of colors.

REFLECTORS

Industrial reflectors which make use of a
Plaskon reflecting medium are now being
made by F. W. Wakefield Brass Co., Ver-
milion, Ohio. The Commodore units con-
sist of a series of 15” and 197 reflectors
for lamps from 200 to 500 watts. Plaskon
is used to allow some light upward to il-
luminate the ceiling. Available with
adapter or screw terminal socket. The
reflector is easily cleaned, resilient, and is

maintained in place by a three-point
safety suspension. It uses only 13 ounces
of steel.

FLOOR CEMENT

All-purpose waterproof-type cement, de-
signed for use as an over-all adhesive for
cementing resilient floor materials to on-
grade concrete floors, from Armstrong
Cork Co., Lancaster, Pa. Known as No.
$-220 Cement, the material is said to make
it possible to obtain a much firmer bond
with the elimination of stretching or
crawling of resilient floor materials, after
the installation has been completed. Can
be used for purposes for which rustproof
and waterproof cements have been recom-
mended.

SASH

reduces window

of design
cleaning and maintenance jn this instal-
lation of the Gevser Bar Window, product
of E. K. Geyser & Co., 200 Cedarhurst

Simplicity

St., Pittsburgh. Horizontal glass-receiv-
ing bars are carried in unbroken lines
across vertical slotted members. Venul-
ating panels are shop assembled; balance
delivered in bar form for site assembly.
Glass panes from 30-44” wide by 17-24”
high are used. Wood construction is sub-
stituted for the previous aluminum-steel
and aluminum used in the windows.

FANS

Four tvpes of Autovent propeller fans
have been announced by Herman Nelson
Corp., Moline, Ill.—standard direct drive,
standard and high-powered belt drive, and
high-powered direct drive fans. All types
available for single phase, 115 or 230 volt;
3.phase, 220- or 400-volt, 60-cycle A. C.;
or 115- or 230-volt, D.C. The new fan
design features a non-metallic panel for
quiet operation, easy installation. Booklet
contains complete information, dimension
and performance tables for the many fan
types available.

COLOR HOODS

Reynolds Electric Co., 2650 W. Congress
St., Chicago, has developed a safety color
hood for light bulbs. Hoods are strong
shells of permanent natural blue or green
colored glass, slipped easily over a stan-
dard lamp bulb and held in place by a
wire spring. When the bulb burns out,
the hood can be taken off and replaced on
the new bulb. Colored rays throw very
little shadow. Designed to give industrial
plants a low-cost system of lighting with
maximum protection, minimum percent-
age of accidents.
(Continued on page 16)




~Both

/

They’'re 10,000 miles apart, this young
couple, but each, in his or her own way,
is counting on copper and brass for secu-
rity ...she, on the copper plumbing and
sheet metal work that will still be in good
repair long after he returns...he, on
brass ammunition, being supplied to him
in sufficient quantities to insure victory
over his axis adversary.

On the home front, much credit

THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY
Subsidiary of Anaconda Copper Mining Company.

finding Sé€
Copper and Brass

are
curity In

is due you for your pre-war specifying of
copper and brass, for today these metals are
relieving many American people from the
annoyance and worry of rusting, irreplace-
able equipment. And in the peacetime
future, homeowners will count on your in-
cluding copper and brass in specifications
intended to provide lasting security and
freedom from maintenance bills re-

sulting from less durable materials.
4319

ral Offices: Waterbury, Connecticut

In Canada: ANACONDA AMERICAN BRASS LTD., New Toronto, Ont.
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(Continued from page 14)

PLASTIC PIPE, TUBING

Dow Chemical Co., Midland, Mich., has
developed a line of plastic pipe and tub-
ing under the name of Saran, produced
by a modified extrusion process. Dimen-
sions conform to standard, heavy iron pipe
specifications. The pipe may be welded,
is said not to be affected by commercial
acids and alkalies. Standard pipe thread-
ing tools may be used in threading the
pipe. Standard fittings include couplings,
ells, tees, bushings, plugs, reducers, are
available in sizes from %” to 2”. Pipe
from 27 to 4” inside diameter has al-
ready been developed. Fittings for this
size will be available soon.

NON-CRITICAL PLASTIC

A new non-critical phenolic type thermo-
plastic, called Shellerite, made from Red-
woods, is now available for production of

Sure you’d run for shelter

If you, Mr. Architect, were caught in a hard rain
without a raincoat, you'd run for shelter. You
wouldn’t want to ruin your clothes. Buildings too,
need “raincoats.” These buildings that you design
are subject to the same hard rains—

but a building can’t run

It must stand and take it—without a waterproofing “raincoat,”
water can come through above grade walls or seep through the
basement floors or walls. You can easily provide your buildings
with a “raincoat” good for the life of the building. That “rain-
coat” is the specification of Medusa Waterproofed Gray
Portland Cement in all concrete, stucco, mortar and plaster coats.
Medusa Waterproofed Gray is a regular gray Portland Cement,
with which has been ground in, at the mill, a waterproofing
material that lines the pores of the concrete, stucco or mortar,
repelling all water at the surface. And
the cost of this raincoat is only a fraction
of the damage or repair bills necessi-
tated by a leaky building. Write today
for your copy of the book, “How
To Make Good Waterproofed Concrete.”

MEDUSA PORTLAND CEMENT CO.

1004 Midland Building « Dept. D « Cleveland, Ohio

MEDUSA ¢or71aND cEmenT
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items formerly made from hard rubber
and other thermo-setting compounds. It
embodies in one composite form both res-
in and filler employed in the molding of
an endless variety of products, is adapt-
able to either compression molding or
the standard equipment of hard rubber
plants, and is said to produce products of
excellent tensile strength and attractive ap-
pearance. Sheller Mfg. Corp., Portland, Ind.

BALLASTS

Designed as an aid to fixture manufac-
turers to save critical materials is a new
line of ballasts with leads coming out

through two bushed holes at each end of
the base plate. General Electric Co., Sche-
nectady, New York. Bottom location is
the only difference between the new units
and the company’s conventional ballasts,
but the feature is said to save pounds of
critical material per fluorescent fixture.
Because of their exposed location, the bal-
lasts are said to operate in lower ambient
temperatures, thus contributing to long
ballast life. They do not require special
installation features such as ventilating
louvers and conduction plates. Bulletin
GEA-3293 describes the complete line of
ballasts.

POSTWAR FURNACE

Two University of Illinois engineers, J. R.
Fellows and J. C. Miles, have developed
this hot-air furnace said to cut fuel con-

HOME FURNACE OF THE FUTURE
DESIGNED AT UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

7O CHIMNEY

~  WARM AR TO
HOUSE

CASING, SQUARE W/
BRoTECTINE géb SMoKZLEss BuRNED] 2
£A3Y 7O CLEAN 2

WELBED JONTS, NO
GAS CAN ESCAPE |

AUTOMATIC DRAFT
COMPENSATOR

SUPPLEMENTARY AR
HELPS SIMOKE TO BUEN
AR THROUGH FRESH COALT™
CABRIES SMOKE AND /[ ™
GASES DOWNWARD)
FIRING DOOR .
FRESH CORL =
CERAMIC TILES REPLACE

MIETAL ALLOYS (ALL
CROSS5-LINED AREAS),

[ | conreot J

SUPPLEMENTARY
AR PREHEATED

\cato e
FROM HOUSE

ASH_DOOR.
REMOMBLE ASH PAN

A
S RAIREY |
A3 GLOWING COALS - SMONE MU3

3 r
GO THROUGH MWERE, ANO I3 BURNED |

sumption in half. The unit burns the
cheapest grades of coal without smoke.
A down-draft forces unburned coal gas
through the bed of coals. The furnace, 2’
square and less than 6 high, may be in-
stalled in a basement for gravity heating
or on the first floor where forced draft is
used to circulate heated air. When tests
are completed in the University’s engin-
eering laboratories, the furnace will be put
into limited production.



precision - -- from furnace to mould ... ..

including victory ships, subchasers, submarines, mine
sweepers, etc. A tremendous amount of Copper
Tubing, which in peace years provided peak perform-
ance in many of the best plumbing and heating sys-
tems in America, is now installed in the great majority
of Tanks built in the United States and Canada.

% Men of many years experience and “KNOW
HOW" plus laboratory control through every phase
of our foundry work—correct metal mixtures and
strict regulation of pouring temperatures, are some
of the reasons for the consistently high quality and
uniformity of STREAMLINE Fittings. PRECISION
STARTS WITH THE CORE AND ON FROM FUR-
NACE TO MOLD AND MACHINE SHOP.

STREAMLINE Fittings and Copper Pipe are now in
the service of our country for many purposes. They
are installed in naval vessels of practically all types,

When peace returns to the world, the plumbers
and steamfitters of America will again install
STREAMLINE Fittings and Copper Pipe to protect the
health of the nation as they are now helping to
protect the lives of our men in our armed forces.

1. Pouring the Metal.

2. Pyrometer reading
for measuring
temperature.

3.Pouring the
moulds.

STREAMLINE

PIPE AND FITTINGS DIVISION

MUELLER BRASS CO.

PORT HURON, MICHIGAN




An Architect Re-states

some of the normal-era fundamental
advantages of

OIL BURNING SYSTEMS

George G. Miller, a well-known New York architect, is an authority on
housing with a long list of fine apartment houses to his credit, among
which is a large housing development for 200 families now being planned
in Bridgeport, Conn., also one of the largest apartment houses in the
Bronx located at University Avenue and Kingsbridge Road.

He has been a consistent user of Petro Systems and among the outstand-
ing modern apartment houses for which he has specified Petro are those
located at 50 East 191st Street, Bronx; 311 East 55th Street, New York;
and Queens Boulevard and 76th Road, Queens. Based on long experience,
Mr. Miller finds that,

“Petro provides the clean, quiet, efficient oil heating system which is
required by those who live in apartment houses. Qwners find, too, that
overhead is cut down because a janmitor is mot meeded to check an oil
burner, and in these days of janitor shortage this is extremely important.

“For the duration we are compelled to look to postwar apartment building
when Petro Systems again urll be logical equipment to use.”

Practically all recent work and discussion in all industries has been dominated by war
conditions and concerned chiefly with war operations.

Petro Oil Burning systems successful meeting of overloads and other handicaps of
war production has had frequent comment and commendation.

Mr. Miller’s remarks, above, serve to re-focus attention on the basis for this good
war record. It is the excellent design, manufacture and application of Petro to normal-
time uses which made possible the plus-values Petro Systems have delivered in war-time.

And when normal construction and modernization is again possible, the demand for
reliably efficient oil burning systems will be generously met by Petro equipment.

OIL IS AMMUNITION
USE IT WISELY

Full data on Petro Industrial Burners are in Sweet’s—or
Domestic Engineering—catalog files, or we will gladly send
copies on request.

REGUS
PAT OF

PETROLEUM HEAT AND POWER COMPANY

STAMFORD —Makers of good Oil Burning Equipment since 1903— CONNECTICUT
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“POWDERE
DAYLIGHT

for war plants

® A vital chemical of war is “pow-
dered daylight” — fluorescent powder
that makes cool, glare-free, shadowless
light to speed production in plants
throughout America.

Complex compounds called phosphors
are pulverized, refined and milled to
the fineness of face powder. Precisely
blended and mixed with binders to
assure even coating, tiny phosphor par-
ticles are fixed inside the glass tube by
high-temperature baking. There, in
very low-pressure argon gas and mer-

e

cury vapor, the “Black Light”
magic of ultra-violet rays trans-
forms phosphor energy into vis-
ible light more constant than
daylight — and just as kind to the hu-
man eye,

More than ten years of independent
research have made coatings with
smoother textures a unique feature of
Sylvania Fluorescent Lamps. They have
also brought other points of Sylvania
Lamp superiority: uniform colors, high-
er light output and longer life — at

FAR MORE LIGHT AND LIFE FOR YOUR MONEY

*Compared with

1939 a dollar invested today in

Sylvania Fluorescent Lamps buys more than four times
the lumen output and approximately five times the

lamp life.
LIGHT (lumen output)
SYLVANIA
FLUORESCENT
DOLLAR

BUYS : AR
1939 % 1939

LIFE (lamp hours)

<@

1943

(Based on decreasing price and increasing efficiency and
durability of Sylvania 40-Watt White Fluorescent| Lamp)

Even on existing circuits, a change-over to fluorescent—

Sylvania Lamps
more than double

ixtures and Accessories

will probably

the light you get for the same wattage

progressively lower costs.*

Improvements take place every
week at Sylvania. Many of them,
like the “Mercury Bomb,” conserve
strategic materials and labor, and at
the same time improve quality. All of
them serve fluorescent progress, which
is aggressively aimed to bring better
lighting to industry, commerce and the
home when Victory is won.

While today’s Sylvania Fluorescent
Lamps are serving three-shift days in
America’s war plants, tomorrow’s are
being made even better. Specify Syl-
vania Fluorescent Lamps for replace-
ment and be assured of all the improve-
ments offered by constant research.

SYLVANIA

ELECTRIC PRODUCTS INC.

formerly Hygrade Sylvania Corporation
Salem, Mass.

Incandescent Lamps, Fluorescent

Lamps, Fixtures and Accessories,
Radio Tubes, Electronic Devices.



NORTON LASIER COMPANY,

When the Time Comes...
EXPECT THIS FROM US

Speed in switching to full-out peace may
be even more vital than the time it took to
change to war.

It will be important to you. It will be im-
portant to workers who need productive
jobs. It will be of the utmost importance
to every business ... to all America...in
order to avoid “make work” expediencies
...in order to keep the kind of America
we fought for.

When war came, LCN stepped out instantly
on what we knew was the shortest road to

peace—full scale production for war.

466 WEST

Today, even as we apply every productive
resource to increase our swelling flood of
war material, we at LCN find time . . . make
time . .. to forge our plans for peace. We
will be ready with our answer to the critical

problems that will be upon us.

Expect us, then, when that time comes, to
switch over to the business of peace with

utmost speed— for you, for us, for America.

It is the one adequate answer that Ameri-
can business can and

must make.

DOORC

SUPERIOR STREET -

CHICAGO



THEY SAY...
“History is merely gossip.”
—Oscar Wilde
—That the Construction Di-
vision of WPB, now a god-
send to New York City's Em-
pire State Building, is slated
to reiurn to Washington very
soon. Decentralization appar-
ently has seriously impaired
operating efficiency.

—That soon surveys will be
coming out to ascertain what
the public thinks it really
wants in the new homes, mass-
produced whether there
should be sliding glass win-
dows, open-louver effects .

or what; whether air condi-
tioning or old-fashioned
weather will hold people’s af-
fection; ad infinitum. Surveys
are fun.

—That once there were about
25 housing agencies, then some
3 or so, and now there is sup-
posed to be 1 large organiza-
tion, taking in all groups. But
—recently a Washington re-
porter's home office is sup-
posed to have wired him to
look up FHA, explaining that
the local Federal Homes Reg-
istration office had “lost con-
tact” with it and wanted to
know if it still existed.

NEW “DATA
SHEETS”

The Pexci. Points Data
Sheets, run continuously as a
regular feature of this maga-
zine for eleven years, ending
last December, were discon-
tinued on the recommenda-
tion of their author and com-
piler, Don Graf, who felt that
he had carried the series as far
as practicable and that the ef-
fect of war-produced-changes
in the building industry might
threaten the validity of further
data that might be prepared
during this time to continue
the series in its original form.
The thousands of readers who
have found the Data Sheets of
practical help in their work
will be interested to know that
Don Graf has now, in prepa-
ration, a new serial feature
which will be launched in an
early issue. It will be known as
“The Fast Facts File of Build-
ing Products,” and will be pre-
sented in a form offering maxi-

mum convenience in  use.
Watch for further announce-
ments.

New Pencil Points News

An Editorial

June 1943

NRPB IS CUT OFF WITH A PENNY

Functions Curtailed: Board Called “Socialistic,” “Dangerously Imaginative™

Only a Utopian glassed in on a
fog-bound peak could approve the
recent move of Congress, which
after threats and persuasions cut
NRPB down to $200,000. Briefly,
the history of the affair is this:
The Bureau of the Budget rec-
ommended an appropriation of
$1,400,000 for NRPB. The House
of Representatives refused to ap-
propriate anything. The Presi-
dent sent a strong recommenda-
tion to the Senate, which was to
debate the question on Monday,
May 24. But Senator Taft (and a
few others) were absent; the
matter was put off until they re-
turned. By Thursday, May 27,
they had come back, and the
Senate voted to cut NRPB off
with, in proportion, the traditional
penny—%$200,000. Borrowing on
their behalf from appropriations
to other agencies is specifically
prohibited. Now the question is
to come up again for compromise.
Thus Congress proposes to com-
plete a better job of sabotaging a

constructive agency than if it had
refused any appropriation at all.
NRPB, the only federal agency
which has demonstrated its ca-
pacity to plan adequately for all
the people and all the private in-
terests, industrial and otherwise, is
to be effectively hamstrung. Our
postwar problems—only a small

part of the larger difhculties
which we face—are to be left to
chance. True, a Congressional

postwar committee, the George
Committee, is spoken of as an
alternative to NRPB. Its compo-
sition is very conservative, and
from past records, content to
muddle along. It is hard to im-
agine this committee suddenly at-
taining the vision and power to
produce a real plan for the adjust-
ment from war to peace, a job
equal in scope to that performed
by the armed services in moving
from peace to war.

Senator Taft believes NRPB
to be “partly socialism, partly the
result of dangerous imagination,”

according to newspaper reports. If
planning in advance, for a catas-
trophe whose approach is visible
to all, is “socialism,” by all means
let us have it. And if the imagin-
ative faculty is dangerous, let us
live dangerously. The truth, of
course, is that these arguments
are merely smoke screens.

In this country are many who
fear Government competition with
private industry. Well, it took
ten or more years to catch up
with the last after-war mess, to
which private industry contributed
its share. Things move faster now-
adays. If NRPB is to endure only
as a skeleton—if its studies are to
be scrapped—who is going to plan
us out of another postwar mess?
The need may come quickly.

By the time this appears, it may

be too late to do much about
NRPB funds. But if it isn’t—

and you can find out by looking
at your newspaper—wire
Congressmen and Senators!

your

PLANNING AND

New York—The annual meetings
of the American Society of Plan-
ning Officials and of the National
Association of Housing Ofhcials
were held in successive sessions
from May 17th to the 21st in New
York City. Wilson W. Wyatt,
Mayor of Louisville, was elected
President of the ASPO. . A.
Fowler, Memphis, Tenn., was
elected President of NAHO to re-
place Dr. C. E. A. Winslow who
became a member of the board.

Actions Taken

A statement was issued endorsing
President Roosevelt’s request for
additional $400 million to house
migrant war workers. $600 mil-
lion was suggested as a better
figure considering the extent of
the need. It was urged that the
Lanham Act be amended to re-

HOUSING OFFICIALS MEET

New York Convention Discusses Mutual Problems

move the prohibition against use
of war housing for low-rent pur-
poses in the postwar period. A
resolution was adopted urging ap-
propriations for postwar public
works, continuance of national
leadership for local planning
agencies, and inclusion of urban
redevelopment in postwar public
works.

Beardsley Ruml, chairman of the
N. Y. Federal Reserve Bank, and
author of the pay-as-you-go tax
plan, proposed a reorganization of
the Federal fiscal and monetary
policy to complement and sup-
plement activities of private busi-
ness as a postwar measure to
combat unemployment. He de-
clared it would be folly to expect
business to make the war-to-
peace transition without govern-
ment help.

Charles W. Eliot, director of

NRPB, gave probable figures for
future housing construction. He
expects 400 to 500 thousand
dwelling units annually, meaning
annual construction of at least
$2 billion, in terms of 1940 prices.

Draft’s Influence

60% of the men in war produc-
tion areas who expect to be draft-
ed within 12 months are married;
many of their families will try to
follow them to military areas,
causing another type of housing
problem, according to Coleman
Woodbury, Asst. Commissioner of
NHA. Another obstacle is the
housing of women war workers
now rapidly replacing men; they
are more difficult to care for sat-
isfactorily, but dormitory units are
one solution.
(Turn to page 24, column 1)
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CONVENTION DISCUSSES POSTWAR PROBLEMS
Raymond J. Ashton, F. A. 1. A., Salt Lake City, Heads A.I A. for 1943

Cincinnati—Postwar programs of housing, private and public
building, and community planning were the chief topics of dis-
cussion at the 75th annual meeting of the American Institute of
Architects, held here from Wednesday to Friday, May 26-28. The
Institute’s Committee on Post-War Reconstruction, headed by
Dean Walter R. MacCornack, of M.I'T., presented its report on

the rebuilding of large segments
of American cities.

Raymond J. Ashton, F.AILA,,
Salt Lake City, was elected presi-
dent of the Institute. Other offi-
cers elected include Walter R.
MacCornack, F.A.LA., re-elected
vice-president; James R. Edmunds,
Jr., F.ALA,, of Baltimore, treas-
urer; Alexander C. Robinson, III,
Cleveland, secretary. The regional
directors elected are: Douglas
W. Orr, FAALA.,, New Haven,
Conn. (New England District);
Edgar 1. Williams, F.A.LLA., New
York (New York District); Pro-
fessor Loring H. Provine, F.A.L.A.,
head of the School of Architec-
ture, University of Illinois (Illi-
nois-Wisconsin  District). E. C.
Kemper continues as executive
secretary.

Opening Session

President Shreve presided at the
opening session. Following mes-
sages of welcome from Standish
Meacham, president, Cincinnati
Chapter, ALLA.; Ralph W. Car-
nahan, president, Architects So-
ciety of Ohio; and the Hon. James
Garfield Stewart, Mayor of Cin-
cinnati, the delegates listened to a
report by President Shreve in
which he pointed out that mem-
bership in the Institute had in-
creased to a total of 3768. Mem-
bership affiliated through state as-
sociations bring the total to 6143.

F. H. Bosworth, Jr., F.ALA.,
president, National Architectural

Accrediting Board, presided at the
afternoon session, theme of which
was “The Architectural Profession
and War Service.” Lt.-Col. Leon-
ard C. Urquhart, C.E., Office of
Chief of Engineers, discussed the
general program of Army con-
struction and pointed out that
though the architect was the vic-
tim of specialization, the Army
had found him invaluable in
preparing new standards of con-
struction. Though the immediate
future was not too “rosy” for ar-
chitects, the Colonel believed that
when the war is won the services
of the architect and his training
will be utilized.

D. K. Este Fisher, Jr., Wash-
ington representative of the A.LA.,
told of the work being done to
further professional interests in
the nation’s capital. While offi-
cial quarters acknowledged the
performance of architects, too
much stress had been placed on
his artistic ability rather than on
his many-faceted and technical
training, he said.

One of the aims of the pro-
fession should be leadership in
civic affairs, pointed out Brig.
Gen. Henry C. Newton, also an
architect, and now head of Com-
bat Command B, Twelfth Arm-
ored Division. “Architects empha-
size too much the esthetic side
rather than the practical side,” the
General said, and urged members
to keep a balance between the

These men made news on the opening day of the Convention. From
left to right: Brig.-Gen. Henry C. Newton, Combat Command B,
Twelfth Armored Sivision; Richmond H. Shreve, Al.A. president;
James Garficld Stewart, mayor of Cincinnati, who welcomed the
delegates.

two. Since architecture is a busi-
ness—the business of building
well—it needs a campaign to sell
the country on architecture as a
sound business with a maximum
of sound construction and a mini-
mum of money.

The General suggested that
what was needed was an architec-
tural publication guided, publish-
ed, and circulated by architects to
every home in America to show
what good design is and what is
being done in the profession.

In order that the architect may
keep abreast of times, Professor
Walter T. Rolfe, University of
Texas, suggested that he con-
tinue his education throughout
his active professional life.

Other members of the teaching
profession who discussed the ar-
chitect’s role in war service in-
cluded Wells I. Bennett, presi-
dent, Association of Collegiate
School of Architecture. “The stu-
dent’s education is not complete
when he is graduated,” Professor
Bennctt said. In order to prepare
students for the postwar era, most
of the faculties are reviewing their
curricula and integrating their
programs with specialization.

Students should be taught an
obligation to community and so-
ciety, pointed out William G.
Kaelber, F.A.LLA., of the National
Council of Architectural Registra-
tion Boards. Recognition is ob-
tained in ratio to the service the
architect renders to the commun-
ity. Mr. Kaelber also pointed out
the need for more advanced and
special courses after college.

Thursday Morning

The high spot of the convention
procedings was the discussion of
the architectural profession in the
postwar era. The report of the
Institute’s Committee on Postwar
Reconstruction was discussed by
representatives of industry and
planning. The Committee de-
clared that most of the former
concepts of city planning must be
discarded after the war, and that
“any comprehensive scheme for
replanning  and redevelopment
must recognize the necessity for
changing the point of view from
the basis of the individual prop-
erty to that of the locality.”

“We are now struggling with
chaotic conditions created by the
mass of obsolete, obsolescent, and
unrelated structures which over-
whelm our cities and discourage
the financing of new buildings on
a huge scale,” the report stated.

Raymond ]. Ashton, F.AILA.,
Institute  president  for  1943.

The Committee’s report, issued
in two parts, discussed the foun-
dations for planning, and plan-
ning for wurban redevelopment
through group design.

“It is time for the profession to
reserve to itself the dignity it
should have as the custodian of
housing and land development.
Architects should keep in mind
the fact that in the disproportion-
ate relation of the incomes of
users of housing to buildinfg costs
lies the crux of the housing prob-
lem,” the report continued. “It
is for the architects to lead in a
movement to cut housing costs all
along the line, from cost of con-
struction, partly caused by obso-
lete building codes, to the costs of
land, of taxation, and of finance.”

During the remainder of the
morning session, and for the en-
tire afternoon session, delegates
discussed the type of architect
participation in postwar planning.
E. W. Babcock, of the Producers’
Council, told of the work being
done by the Council. The work
being done in Los Angeles was
described by Samuel E. Lunden,
president, Southern California
Chapter A.LLA. It was suggested
by Karl Reimer that if the gov-
ernment wanted to siphon off buy-
ing power to stop inflation the
architects and the Treasury De-
partment should sell the public
the idea of starting the planning
of a future home now. Plans
could even be paid for on a week-
ly basis and war bonds could be
used to buy the lot and construc-
tion materials after the war. A
well-developed recreation program
was suggested by Summer Spauld-
ing, F.ALLA. in order that peo-
ple may lead more orderly lives.
John T. Boyd, of New York,
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Here are some of the architects raised to F.AIA. at the convention. From left to right: C. Julian Oberwarth, Frankfort, Ky.; Edgar 1. Wil-
liams, New York; Lemuel C. Dillenback, Syracuse, N. Y.; Arthur C. Holden, New York; Frederick G. Frost, Sr., New York. Others ele-
vated to fellowships were: Leigh Hunt, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Sylvanus B. Marston, Pasadena, Calif.; Thomas M. Shaw, Boston; Francis P. Smith,
Atlanta; Erle G. Stillwell, Hendersonville, N. C. Honorary membership was conferred upon Richard F. Bach, Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York, and 1. T. Frary, Cleveland (Ohio) Museum of Art. Prof. Carlos Contreras, of Columbia University, was elected an honorary

corresponding member.

suggested the distribution of a
planning manual to the profes-
sion. Other speakers discussed
urban redevelopment, case study
methods, education. Albert C.
Schweizer, Washington, D. C.
chapter, now with the NRPB,
told the convention that to be ef-
fective, planning must have an
offcials nature. “The planning pro-
cess is a continual thing,” he said,
“and not a blueprint.”

“A sounder concept of land val-
ues will enable planning to be
done on an economic basis,” Al-
fred Bettman told delegates.

Annual Dinner

Louis LaBeaume, F.A.LA., of St.
Louis, acted as toastmaster at the
annual dinner at which time the
fellowships and honorary mem-
berships and honorary member-
ships were conferred. The Uni-
versity of Cincinnati Gluee Club
entertained the dinner guests. For
his “distinct contribution to the
profession of architecture,” Charles
T. Ingram, F.A.ILA., retiring sec-
retary, was made a life member
of the Institute at the dinner.

Final Session

At the last session on Friday
morning, delegates took up such
routine matters as approval of
the Board’s report, Treasurer’s re-
port, and the adoption of resolu-
tions. The new officers and re-
gional directors were then pre-
sented to the delegates.

“Serve Community”: Ashton

Raymond J. Ashton, F.AILA,
new president, said that architects
have never faced a better oppor-
tunity for service than today. It
should be the architect’s business
to talk more to the government
and not about it. His main re-
sponsibility is to better serve his
own community.

HISTORY REPEATS

The present convention marked
the second time in 54 years that
the Institute held its convention
here in 1889, was hailed as the
in Cincinnati. The last, held
in Cincinnati in 1889, was hailed
as the “Consolidation Convention”
since at that time the eastern and
western associations joined forces
to form the present Institute.

ARCHITECTS VIEW
CITY PLAN EXHIBITS

On exhibit during the convention
were a series of studies prepared
by J. Davidson Stephen, now on a
fellowship at Cranbrook Academy,
under the direction of Eliel Saar-
inen. The studies show the Detroit
sphere of influence on the sur-
rounding community and demon-
strate how, by the organic decen-
tralization of Detroit and south-
eastern Michigan, that area can
accommodate a population of 5
million by 1990.

Also exhibited were some of the
proposed rehabilitation plans for
Cincinnati and the master plan
of the City, County, State, and
Federal Administrative Center in
Los Angeles.

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

The position which architects must’

assume in the postwar era in the
replanning and rebuilding of cit-
ies was discussed at the annual
conference of State Associations
held May 26. The question of
unification took most of the dele-
gates’ time. Since there was a de-
sire for complete unification, dele-
gates resolved that the Unification
Committee be continued and that
it communicate with chapters and
associations to receive further
plans and suggestions to unify the
entire profession. The Commit-
tee was asked to report at the
1944 convention.

PRODUCERS MEET

The construction industry’s re-
sponsibility in the postwar era
was discussed by members of The
Producers’ Council who held their
20th annual meeting concurrently
with the A.LA.

Speaking at the annual dinner
held on May 26, Stuart M. Crock-
er, chairman of the Council’s ad-
visory board, urged the construc-
tion industry to engage intensive-
ly in advance planning activities
since it must be prepared prompt-
ly to supply the requirements for
materials and equipment needed
in the postwar period because of
“deferred maintenance, limitations
on new construction during war
years, and the expanding needs of
a growing country.”

The following officers and di-
rectors were elected: president,
Douglas Whitlock, Structural
Clay Products Institute; vice
presidents, Russell T. Tree, Car-
cier Corp., and Gordon C. Hay,
Fiat Metal Mfg. Co.; secretary, C.
W. Stuart, General Electric Co.;
treasurer, Irving W. Clark, West-
inghouse Electric & Mfg. Co.

SLUMS ARE FIRST
CONSIDERATION—BLACK

The first postwar planning job of
our cities must consist of the form-
ulation of a definite policy for the
stabilization of social and eco-
nomic values in the community,
the area not only within the cor-
porate limites of a city but, in
addition, the surrounding com-
munities which, combined with a
city, comprise a metropolitan unit,
according to Kenneth C. Black,
member of the Michigan State
Planning Commission.

OTHER MEETINGS

The emergency problems of the
schools, as well as architectural
education, practice, and registra-
tion were discussed in separate
one-day sessions by the Associa-
tion of Collegiate Schools of Ar-
chitectural Registration Boards,
and the National Architectural Ac-
crediting Board. The N.C.A.R.B.
held an exhibition of drawings
submitted for design problems in
architectural examinations of sev-
eral states.

Two more architects who became F.A.I.A. Left to right: Hugh Martin,
Birmingham, Ala.; Richard Shaw, Boston, Mass.
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PLANNING & HOUSING
OFFICIALS MEET IN NEW YORK

(Continued from page 21, column 1)
Government Help

Herbert Emmerich, FPHA Com-
missioner, stressed the reaching of
lower and lower income groups
with good housing, via private
enterprise assisted by FHA and
the Home Loan Administration.
He said that permanent and de-
mountable projects should be sold
by the government to local hous-
ing authorities.  Mention  was
made of the use of leased rather
than purchased land for definitely
substandard  homes, tw insure
their being temporary.

New York State and City

Lt. Gov. T. W. Wallace spoke on
N. Y. State postwar plans, and
Mayor LaGuardia on the N. Y.
City program. LaGuardia called
for federal aid, plus state, county,
municipality support, for a seven-
year construction program to
combat postwar unemployment.
First appropriation would be, for
planning only, $300 million. $900
million was suggested for the
execution during the first post-
war year and twice that sum for
the following year; then a grad-

uated reduction. He said the city
had already appropriated $30
million for plans and that as soon
as  materials are available the
program will go ahead on hous-
ing, schools, hospitals, parkways,
highways, airport, and market.

Other News

Bror Dahlberg described the new
pattern of life made possible by
aerial  transportation, shortened
working hours, and excellent
housing within the income of
nearly all Americans, the latter
clement being dependent upon
government assistance to over-
come inadequate financing and
out-moded building codes.

L. P. Cookingham, city manager
of Kansas City, Mo., discussed the
problems which war had brought
to American cities, sudden popu-
lation increases, shortage of ma-
terials, and of manpower, as well
as financial burdens.

Mawley S. Simpson, research en-
gineer of the American Transit
Association, gave a picture of the
unequal fight between largely
increased carryings and shghtly
increased facilities, a ratio of 73

percent to 15 percent when us-
ing 1938 as a basis year.

Elizabeth Wood, Chicago Hous-
ing Authority, spoke for more
practical planning to prevent va-
cancy losses, if not for more
humanitarian reasons.

A trailer town, Victory Villa,
Middle River, Md., was described
by James E. Cody, manager. He
told of its development from a
community of 300 trailers into

the third largest city in Mary-
land and explained the attend-
ant problems. Provisions now in-
clude educational facilities, re-
ligious training, medical attention.
In a contest for the best proposal
for the organization and opera-
tion of a regional council on plan-
ning in a metropolitan area, the
first prize, $200, was given to
Dr. Harvey F. Pinney of New
York University.

ELIEL SAARINEN AND PHILIP GOODWIN

Above are two architects who were present at a cocktail party given by
Reinhold Publishing Corporation during the ASPO and NAHO con-
ventions. The occasion was the publication of Mr. Saarinen’s book, THE

CITY, Its GrowtH, Irs Decay, Its FurUre.

Also present were:

Charles A. Ascher, Frederick Bigger, Walter Blucher, Harold S.
Buttenheim, Vernon DeMars, Arthur Holden, H. Evert Kincaid,
William Lescaze, Robert Mitchell, Hugh Pomeroy, Antonin Raymond,
Albert C. Schweitzer, Ladislas Segoe, Allan A. Twitchell, A. C.
Walker, Ralph Walker, Samuel B. Zisman, and many other architects

and city planners.

“STUYVESANT TOWN” RAILROADED THROUGH

HEARING ADJOURNED—THEN PREDETERMINED APPROVAL ANNOUNCED

Severe Criticism of: No Schools: 400 persons per acre; No Public
Right of Access; No Provision Against Race Discrimination; Resi-
dential Use of East River Frontage in Contrast to Adjacent Pier Use;

Unseemly and Unnecessary Haste.

New York—A public hearing on
the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company’s project, “Stuyvesant
Town,” was held on May 19th
by the City Planning Commission.
The project is to occupy 18 city
blocks, will have a population of
about 24,200 persons, including
some 6000 children. The build-
ings will be 12 story residential,
over first floor garages.

At the hearing Mr. Ecker,
Chairman of the Board of the in-
surance company, explained the
background of the project and its
approval by the Mayor and Mr.
Robert Moses. He stressed the ne-
cessity for safety of investment,
the hope that this project would
keep people in Manhattan, that
“it was to be the country in New
York City,” and that the Metro-
politan was limiting itself to a
return of 6%, combined interest
and amortization instead of a re-
turn of 6%, above amortization as
permitted by law.
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Criticism of the project was on
six points, without opposition to
the project per se.

1. The density of over 400 per-
sons per net acre. This density, if
persisted in, would siphon off ten-
ants from elsewhere in Manhat-
tan, and would inevitably tend to
create more blight.

2. The fact that the whole eigh-
teen blocks were to become pri-
vate property without any public
right of access. The public can be
excluded at any time. This in
spite of the fact that the city is
giving the project 504,000 square
feet of streets, or 19%, of the total
site for nothing. The legality of
this gift was also questioned.

3. The amazing fact that for a
city of 24,000 people no school
will be provided on the premises
—the city will provide a school
elsewhere.

4. The absence of any provision
against race discrimination.

5. The use of a two-block front on
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Marginal Street for residence. This
street borders the only place on
the East River north of the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge where it is pos-
sible to have piers. It is essential
for the city that it be kept. If the
frontage is used for residence,
eventually the force of a forty
million dollar investment will be
used to bring about a change of
use more compatible with resi-
dence.

6. The unsecemly and quite un-
necessary haste in railroading
through a postwar project of such
magnitude and importance for the
future pattern of the city.

These points were brought out
by the Citizens Housing Council,
Commissioner Binger, former
Borough President Isaacs, Arthur
C. Holden, Ralph Walker, George
Hollett, among others.

In order to avoid the criticism
which it received for its summary
action at the May 5th hearing on
the site, the Commission adjourn-
ed the hearing to eleven o’clock
the next morning, when the pre-
determined approval was an-
nounced, Commissioner Orton
dissenting.

As we go to press, the Greater
N. Y. Industrial Council, C.I.O.,
urges rejection of the project; the
Board of Estimate has accepted it:
the Appellate Division of the
Courts has granted a temporary
stay forbidding further action
pending argument on a property
owner’s motion to restrain the
Board. Park Commissioner Moses
said that the inclusion of a school
would “destroy the integrity of
the ground plan.”

NEUTRA URGES
COOPERATION BETWEEN
GOVERNMENT & INDUSTRY

Sacramento—Richard J. Neutra,
recently appointed Chairman of
the California State Planning
Board, has given a short summary
of the work he feels his organi-
zation can do and must do with-
out delay. He believes that the
warding off of a postwar slump
falls largely “in the lap of leading
and well capitalized industries,”
“that part of a war industry’s
advance planning is the definite
and very concrete study of peace-
(Continued on page 26)
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JOHN A. STEWART, General
Manager of the Prebilt
Company says: “Great stu_ﬁ.’ John 4, Stewart

Your full-wall, cut-to-size » Genera) Manage,
panels have worked miracles
for us. They have helped us
maintain our record of
completing each project on

scheduled time.”

Upson Quality Products are easily identified
by the famous Blue-Center
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Crackproof full-wall panels, are presized at the factory to provide a painting
surface which even artists acclaim. No joints to fill or tape. No nails to counter-
sink. No nail holes to fill. No drying out period. Invisible Floating Fasteners
anchor Upson Strong-Bilt Panels securely from the back.




For

FASTEST DELIVERY

ship when ready!

YOU can expedite delivery of
your AIR EXPRESS packages and
help avoid congestion of vital war
shipments by Shlpplnﬂ' when ready,
as early in the day as possible.

This will help us get your slnp-
ments on the “carliest plane out” so
they will be delivered sooner than
if you waited until end of day when
airline traffic is at its peak,

And to cut costs —AIR EXPRESS
packages should be packed com-
pactly but securely—to obtain best
ratio of size to weight.

Air Express Speeds War Pro&rdm

TODAY, A1r EXPRESS not only serves the home front but is also
working hand in hand with the Army and Navy to supply our
fighting fronts throughout the world.

TOMORROW, air ExPRESs will girdle the globe in international
peacetime commerce . . . to bring all foreign markets to the door-
step of American busincss.

Phone RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, AIR EXPRESS DIVISION
Representing the AIRLINES of the United States

WRITE for our quick-reference handbook on “How to Ship by AIR EXPRESS
During Wartime.” Dept. PR-1, Railway Express Agency, 230 Park Avenue, N.Y. C.
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(Continued from page 24)

CONSTRUCTION SHIFTS FROM
INDUSTRY TO HOUSING
Washington—$400 million more for hous-
ing was recently asked of Congress by the
President to come under the Lanham Act.
Private business, according to reports, is
to get as much of this as it can take. The
housing will accomodate over a million
workers expected to migrate into war
production arcas in the 1944 fiscal year.
One and a half million new units are
called for, double the total number of
houses built in the U. S. in a better-than-
normal year.

The housing allotment will, if passed,
approximately offset a construction cur-
tailment caused by a recent WPB decision
to stop further war plant construction.

WPB RESTRICTIONS EASED

Washington—A recent WPB amendment
has eased restrictions on metal plaster
bases. Manufacture for civilian use still
is prohibited; the relaxation permits only
use of bases in connection with metal re-
inforced insulation blankets and pipe cov-
ering, metal reinforced filters, and oil
reduction equipment. The sale of metal
plastering bases or accessories in the pos-
session of any person prior to April 2
is permitted.

The manufacture and sale of rib-type
metal lath is expressly permitted.

Restrictions have been relaxed slightly
on manufacture of metal doors, door
frames, and shutters. The order now
permits manufacture of these items to fill
orders Dbearing a preference rating of
AA-5 or better, provided 859, of ma-
terial required was put into process prior
to September 26, 1942, or was in posses-
sion of manufacturer on that date, and is
heavier than 24 gauge.

NEUTRA URGES COOPERATION
(Continued from page 24)

time conversion and realistically detailed
preparation for immediate postwar pro-
duction,” that “government has not and
cannot hire all suitable talent,” that much
of it, and the best, is on the payrolls of
the industries themselves, and, under cir-
cumstances as they are, should stay there.
But, he believes that “governmental sub-
sidies, research staffs, and facilities shall
be directed to collaborate on the prelimin-
aries of conversion projects under joint
sponsorship of the commonwealth and
the industrial units best versed in these,
their specific subjects.”
A significant statement made by Neutra
“Without insured continuance of pro-
duction and stabilized postwar industrial
employment markets, say in San Diego or
in Los Angeles, no population trends can
be forecast for these regions, and thus
schools, branch libraries, utility systems, in
short, public works of all kinds may prove
to have been planned in a vacuum.” He
added that California’s State Planning
Board is ready to give concentrated atten-
tion to this urgent and formidable task.
(NEWS continued on page 28)



While the design and fabrication of strip steel fram-
ing systems remains a fundamental part of Stran-
Steel’s operations, the necessities of war have led
this company into a still wider sphere of action.
Present assienments for the armed forces involve Wartime En ineerin
: | o g S
designing and shipping complete buildings, ready

for rapid erection on the site. Holds a promise

This is a military operation today, yet its peacetime For the Futu re

Signiﬁ('um'v is obvious. Stran-Steel can promise the
post-war construction industry new economies of

time, money and materials that follow naturally

from wartime engineering devvln[mu'nls.

STEEL

DIVISION OF GREAT LAKES STEEL CORPORATION
1130 PENOBSCOT BUILDING, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

UNIT OF N ATIONA AL SiT E E L CORPORATION
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17 DEGREES

“DEMAND THE BEST!”

J.S.STAEOTLER,INC.
53-55 WORTH STREET
NEW YORK,N.Y.
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(Continued from page 26)
POSTWAR HOUSE SURVEY

New York—Parents magazine recently
conducted a survey of architects, builders,
and building supply dealers, a group that
can do no more than make good guesses
as to what the consumers themselves
would choose, to determine not what type
of postwar house people wanted but what
price class house this group thought would
be built in the postwar era. A far more
accurate picture would have been achieved
had the survey been conducted among
actual future home owners. Anyway, the
answers are:

60%, .. .postwar house not over $6,000

26.4%,. postwar house not over $8,000

68.8%,. .present type of prefabricated
houses will not be acceptable

53.6%. .bulk of future prefabricated

houses will be built primarily of
standardized units, assembled to
suit individual’s need

. .prospective home owner will se-
lect from model houses

45.6%,. .prospective home owner will se-
lect from stock designs
33.6%, . .there will be more individually

designed houses after war
..postwar houses will be without
basements

72%, .. more one-story houses
55.2%%, . .fewer attics
68.8%,. .fewer rooms in postwar houses

. .dual-purpose rooms

ARCHITECT EMERITUS
OF THE A.L.A. DIES

New York—The AIA. will mourn John
Coxhead, 80 years old, who died May 25
at Brewster, N. Y. He was said to be the
oldest member of the Institute. Not only
was he well known for his church designs,
but for many vyears he was designing
architect for the U. S. Army Air Corps,
and he also designed veterans’ hospitals.

CHARLES L, BORIE, JR. DIES

Philadelphia—Charles L. Borie, Jr., F.A.
I.A, died May 11, aged 72. He was Chair-
man of the Art Commission of the
Smithsonian Institute and has designed
buildings for the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

(NEWS Continucd on page 30)

CORRECTIONS

On page 63 of the March issue there were
included 4 small photographs showing ex-
amples of public and private housing in
Chicago. The names of these projects were
mentioned in the caption but the names
of the architects were omitted. The archi-
tectural firm of Oman & Lilienthal was
responsible for the design of the Marine
Drive Apartments.

On page 52 of the April issue of New
Pencit Points, credit should have been
given to deYoung and Moscowitz, who
acted as Consultant Architects on the site
plan for Vanport City.
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MoxteoMERY

ELEVATORN

in future buildings

NEw BUILDINGS now being planned for
future construction will make use of
new materials and techniques devel-
oped during the war. “Electronics,”
glass pipe, new metals and special
plywoods enter the picture. And in
your plans where freight or passen-
ger elevators are re-
quired, new problems
arise. To assist you in
solving these problems,
Montgomery maintains
a special “Elevator
Planning Service.” This
“Service” developed
the famous ““Cross-Over” Bridge to
meet a special transportation prob-
lem in plants divided by railroad
sidings. Giant
freight elevators
with platforms
40’ long were
developed for one
of .the nation’s leading packers. In
your specifications for new construc-
tion, be sure the name MONTGOMERY
appears where elevators are specified!
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BUY WAR BONDS & STAMPS

MOLINE, ILLINOIS

Branch Offices and Agents in Principal Cities



Ease the Man-power Problem with

 BUSDUCT

The time saved when machines are moved to new positions means
labor saved. Connections are quickly made to the conveniently placed
outlets—and the machine is in service again with a minimum loss
of production time . .. @ Busduct provides a complete duct system
of distribution for light, heat and power. It forms a very flexible dis-
tribution system. Standard sections are 10 feet long. These, with pull
boxes, elbows, end closures, tees and crosses, make it possible to fit
any desired arrangement ... Many plants engaged in war produc-
tion are speeded up through the use of @ Busduct. Some of these
plants are large — some small. Some are of new construction —some
have been revamped and modernized. ® Busduct system fits all types
with equal facility. It is the modern method for the distribution of
current . . . Both Feeder and Plugin @ Busduct may be installed
with minimum labor cost, and may be taken down and moved to
new locations without appreciable loss of material . . . Designed for
2, 3 and 4 wire feeder systems; 25 volts DC, 575 volts AC, maximum.
Plugin type capacities, 125 to 1,000 amperes; Feeder type, 250 amperes
and up. Fully approved by Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc.

Use the Experience of the Sales-Engineer
in planning and designing an efficient and convenient @ Busduct
distribution system. No obligation, of course. Write for name and
address of the one nearest you. Bulletin 65 gives details . . . It will be
sent promptly on request . . . Frank Adam Electric Co., St. Louis, Mo.

BETTER JOB

ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS

P.S.: On special order, ““Conservation
Type” @ Busduct, using a minimum
of critical copper and steel, to meet
W. P. B. requirements, is available.

FRANK ADAM ELECTRIC CO.
R\ ST.L0UIS,M0.U.S.A,
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,New WHITE SURFACE

MAKES PENCIL LINES OPAQUE

Write or phone our Chi-
cago office or your near-
est Post dealer for Free
sample of White-X.. Fine
tracing media and sensi-
tized papers are ready for
immediate delivery.

White-X drawings are easy
on the eyes because the
ultra-transparent velvety
white surface has exactly the
right tooth to get the most out
of hard pencils. You get jet
black lines — opaque lines.
Yet White-X erases easily
without ghosts — its high
gloss back repels dust and
it's moisture resistant both
sides. Glass-like transpar-
ency makes drawings print
etching-sharp. White-X has
cloth durability—it's a pleas-
ure to work on—and to print
from. That is why it is one of
today’s most popular new
Post Products.

Do Fredenick T35

Phone KEYSTONE 7000 - CHICAGO
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(Continued from page 28)
FPHA LEASING—NOT BUYING

Washington—Policy is to lease, instead of
buy, land for war housing projects, such
leases running for “three years after con-
clusion of the emergency,” according to a
recent FPHA release. Millions of dollars
in outlay now are saved and the job of
removing these temporary projects be-
comes easier after the war, points out the
FPHA.

URBAN LAND INSTITUTE PLANS

Washington—This organization has set
forth certain proposals for postwar re-
building of blighted city areas which rank
high among similar plans being formed
for this purpose. The 4 main points listed
recently in one of their publications are:
1. Extension of federal credit. .

2. Broadening of municipal land acqui-
sition powers. .

3. Redevelopment by private builders of
land so acquired. .

4. Income productivity as basis determin-
ing assessed value for taxation. .

IN UNIFORMED SERVICES
Florida—In addition to the listing of archi-
tects in the armed services, carried in our
January issue, page 14, the following Flori-
da architects are reported in the armed
forces: Lt. Kemp Caler (USNR), Capt.
L. M. Dixon, (A), Lt. jg. Clinton Gamble
(USNR), Capt. Curtis E. Haley (A), Ens.
Robert Hansen (USNR), Lt. Wm. K. Jack-
son (A), Lt. Wm. E. Kittle (A), Lt. Paul
E. Kohler, Jr. (A), Major Wm. A. Mc-
Carthy (A), Capt. G. M. Peek (U. S. En-
gineers), Capt. Sanford Pendergrass (A),
Lt. Henry V. Pope (A), Lt. Edwin T.
Reeder (USNR), Lt. T. Tripp Russell (A),
Lt. Norman Skeels (A), Capt. Russell
Skipton (U.S. Engineers), Major Loyd F.
Vann (A), Capt. Robert Law Weed (A),
Lt. Earle V. Wolfe (A).

AWARD FOR DESIGNING

NAVAL BASES

Washington—Albert Kahn Associated Ar-
chitects and Engineers, Inc., Detroit, has
been awarded a certificate of commenda-
tion for “devotion and unswerving fidel-
ity” shown in its vast program of naval
base construction.

LOWTHORPE SUMMER COURSE

Groton, Mass—Joseph Albers of Black
Mountain College, formerly of the Bau-
haus, is teaching a four week summer
course in Design and Freehand Drawing
from June 21 to July 16 at Lowthorpe
School.

BEAR HEADS A.F.A.
Washington—Albert G. Bear, A.LLA., Chief
of the Specification Sub-Division of the
Technical Division, Construction Service
of the Veterans Administration, has been
elected President of the Association of
Federal Architects.
(Continued on page 104)
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Design and Construction directed by
Lt. Colonel Clarence Renshaw. District
Engineer of Arlington, Virginia. Chief
Architects, G. E. Bergstrom and D. J.
Witmer. Mechanical Engineer, Charles
S. Leopold, Philadelphia, Pa. General
Contractors, joint organization of John
McShain, Doyle & Russell and Wise
Contracting Company, Inc. Mechanical
Sub-Contractor for Refrigeration Plant,
Carlson Bros. of Michigan; for the
Building Conditioning, Baker Smith,
Inc. and Mehring & Hanson Company.
Refrigeration Machines and W eather-

master Units by Carrier Corporation.

12 CARRIER CENTRIFUGAL REFRIGERATION MACHINES provide a cooling capacity
of 13,200 tons. This is equivalent to the melting of 26,400,000 pounds of ice daily.

WORLD'S LARGEST orrics sunome

COMPLETED FOR WAR

CORRIDORS AS WELL AS ALL OTHER
space are served by Carrier Weath-
ermasters designed as an integral
part of the building,

This most coveted
honor, the Army-
Navy “‘E”, was
awarded to Carrier
Corporation for ex-
cellence in war
production.

Carzrier

AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION

DEPARTMENT

7,800 WEATHERMASTER UNITS supply a total of 3,900,000 cubic feet
of conditioned air per minute. Each office enjoys desired temperature
and humidity supplied by the Carrier Weathermaster unit serving it.

Individual Weather Control for each Office

A huge army of government em-
ployees — 35,000 strong — moved
into Arlington, Virginia recently
as the War Department occupied
its tremendous new building on the
shore of the Potomac just across
from the nation’s capital.

One of the outstanding features
of the building is the Carrier Air
Conditioning System. As a result
of it, several million square feet of
interior space, including basements,

would have been
) - = ..

that o herwise

S N | | a W o e aNE N

come available for regular use.

In addition, the air conditioning
helps to keep manpower at peak
efficiency by offsetting the enervat-
ing heat prevalent on the shores of
the Potomac in summer and the
vagaries of Washington weather in
winter.

Just as the Pentagon Building is
the largest office structure in the
world so is the Carrier Air Condi-
tioning System the largest of its
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e It started in 1934 — when a
ligno-cellulose hardboard was
submerged in water.
the other day.

1t ended

® What had happened in that
9-year bath?

® This remarkable material,
known as Masonite* Presdwood,*
had retained 80% of its original
strength.

e The board, when dried, was
within 10 one-thousandths of an
inch of its former dimensions.

¢ lts appearance was practically
the same as when submerged.

MuE secret of Presdwood lies in the
two basic elements of natural wood:
the tiny cellulose fibers, of which wood
is composed, and the lignin which

holds the fiber together.

The Masonite process starts with
exploding wood, neither removing the
lignin nor damaging the cellulose
fiber. The result is a mass of fiber
of varying degrees of plasticity.

The next step is to interlace the fiber
so as to provide equal strength in all

directions, and then weld it together
under varying heats and pressures,
usinglignin’sown great bonding power.

Masonite Presdwoods—made in this
way from ligno-cellulose fiber of vary-
ing degrees of plasticity in different
weights and densities — are suitable
for many special purposes and uses.
Today in America’s War Program,
Presdwoods have more than 500 uses
— saving steel. aluminum, rubber,

and other critical materials, and are
not readily available for civilian use.
After Victory they will again be ready
to provide the homes you design with
sturdy exteriors, beautiful walls and
ceilings, built-in furniture, kitchen
cabinets and counter tops, and many
other attractive features. Masonite
Corporation, 111 West Washington
Street, Chicago, I1linois.

*Trade-mark Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.

“Masonite'” identifies all products
markcted by Masonite Corporation.

Copyright 1943, Masonite Corp
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C-E WIRING DEVICES

for Wartime Wiring

High quality, long
lasting G-E Wiring De-
vices are available for
any type of war building
you are designing. For
instance, there is a
wide variety of power
outlets, lampholders
and heavy-duty switch-
es for industrial wir-
ing . . . a full line of
Moncor Surface Wiring
Devices for use in can-
tonments, war housing,
etc. . . . many standard
devices suitable for wvar
projects of all kinds.

G-E BUILDING WIRE

for War-aid Purposes

DT TR R A% RO
DENTIFIED GROUNDED Wi
BRI

Six standard grades of building wires are
available for war purpose installation inf]\ d.ing
Types R, RP, RH, RW, EG, and SN. G-E Build-
ing Wires have high quality. The best raw ma-
terials are used. Manufacturing is carcfully
done. Accurate centering of conductors is pro-
vided by continuous vulcanization of insula-
tion. G-E Building Wires can be depended upon

to give good service.
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SPECIFY C-E CoNDuIT ®

for Wiring Hazardous Locations

Rigid electrical con-
duit can still be used
in wet or hazardous lo-
cations according to
WPB Limitation Order
L-225. Electrical metal-
lic tubing and flexible
conduit are available
for standard uses with
limitations. For de-
pendable service specify
G-E raceways. Both G-E
White zinc-covered con-
duit and G-E Black
enamelled conduit are
leaders in their classes.
G-E electrical metallic
tubing and G-E flexible
conduit are of highest
quality.
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_TH h
tor THESE jobs
on your hoar

HOSPITALS, SANITARI

Look into the construction ad-
vantages and “‘air-delivering”
features of Truscon Maxim-Air
Windows, to help you complete
the institutional jobs which you’re planning
for construction right after V-Day. Complete
information mailed promptly upon request.

Yes, you can definitely build these beautiful,
efficient windows into your sketches and blue-
prints now. For Truscon will be ready to
furnish them to your jobs when the structures

ds...

UMS, INSTITUTIONS, ETC

are ready for fenestration. The same Truscon
quality will be there . . . the same fine details
of construction . . . the same efficiency of de-
sign that permits economical, satisfactory,
long-lived installation.

And the same skilled Truscon window engi-
neers still are available from conveniently-
situated offices, to help you plan Maxim-Air
window structures ready for V-Day construc-
tion. Truscon Steel Company, Youngstown, O.
Subsidiary of Republic Steel Corporation.




Reflections On The Gonvention

Returning from the Annual Meetings of the architectural professional organizations at Cincin-
nati, we are conscious of mingled feelings of disappointment and satisfaction—disappointment at
so little apparent on-the-spot accomplishment by the meetings themselves (partly because canny
anticipatory action by the A.ILA. Board of Directors had taken the steam out of some of the con-
troversial issues); satisfaction at the evidence presented by delegates from all parts of the coun-
try that the architec's of each locality are digging in on the home front and getting somewhere
on the matter of community design and Postwar urban rehabilitation.

Men from city after city told us of planning studies initiated by architectural groups and of active
collaboration by architects with the planning authorities and civic officials of their own home
towns. This is high'y encouraging, for it shows that architects are now more fully awake than
they have been to the broader responsibilities they bear to the society for the service of which
they exist. It further shows that they now propose to demonstrate to the public, by deeds, the
leadership which has so often been vainly proclaimed by mere words. It is a sound method,
which we hope will be followed more and more widely.

The meetings themselves rolled smoothly along—perhaps too smoothly. On the first day the
architects listened with evident approval to a succession of speakers who told them in no un-
certain terms what was wrong with the profession and its organization. In flagellant mood, the
delegates enjoyed the expert castigation of Brigadier General Newton (architect!) and several
others. Perhaps they felt that they had already repented of their sins and were well ahead of
their critics on the road to reform—but at any rate no voice was heard in their defense.

The second day was largely devoted to postwar reconstruction with discussions built around the
able report of the A.LLA. committee led by Walter MacCornack. Here, too, there was little dis-
agreement in evidence as the unscheduled speakers responded informally one after another to
the Chairman’s bidding—and one felt that, again, the audience was well out in front of its
exhorters.

Adjournment came about noon of the third day after the Convention had passed in record time
all the resolutions presented, and then staged a moving demonstration of brotherly love and
harmony among architects as the retiring officers stepped out and the incoming administration
took over. Almost hefore they realized it, the delegates were set free to enjoy the sightseeing
facilities of Cincinnati.

It was not until sometime after, so smoothly had things proceeded, that some of us became con-
scious that the occasion had passed without any particularly ringing declaration of positive prin-
ciple, any inspiring act of vigorous professional leadership. It is a matter of regret to us that,
though the group unanimously endorsed the proposal now before Congress to extend the
authority of the Nztional Capital Park and Planning Commission over the planning of the
entire District of Columbia, it failed to come to the aid of the much more vital National Re-
sources Planning Board, now fighting for its life before a conference committee of the Senate
and House. It is a pity that the NRPB, which has perhaps made a greater contribution than any
other government cepartment to the preparation of plans for the postwar emergency, and
which has initiated and conducted most valuable researches in the field of urban and regional
planning, should not have been strongly supported officially by the national organization of a
professional group so predominantly concerned with the need for planning. We urge that indi-
vidual architects anc local groups make up for the lapse by applying independent pressure on
Congress to lay aside political attitudes and consider the welfare of the nation in this instance.

The new A.IA. president, Raymond Ashton of Salt Lake City, was, before the meetings, an
unfortunately unknown quantity to us, and to most members of the profession. He was accepted
on faith, through the recommendations of people who knew him. His brief address of accept-
ance gave us a clue to his character. We sized him up as a fighter who will be tenacious in main-
taining the standing of the profession, particularly in its relations with government. He an-
nounced a determination to do battle against bureau architecture. “Stop talking about your gov-
ernment and talk zo it,” he advised. Applied with sincerity and genuine devotion to the public
welfare, this policy will have the support of most architects. We hope it will be carried through
with wise discrimination between good bureau activity and bad, and not become a blanket con-
demnation based on generalized thinking. (It seems to us infinitely more important that the
architecture be intelligent than that it shall be produced under any particular kind of set-up,
public or private.) We believe Mr. Ashton will be a good president. We wish him well!

Our hosts, the architects of Cincinnati and of Ohio, made our stay in the “Queen City” a
delightful one. We thank them sincerely and we know we are joined in this by all who enjoyed
their thoughtful hospitality.—K. R.
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they never spcke latin,
by Locglos Haskill

Viewed in the light of thirty thousand years aad in the face of one hundred and thirty million
people there is something ungenerous and inccmplete about what we call our “American archi-
tectural tradition.”

There are two vast realms of human action which the term at present largely ignores. One is
the realm embracing all but a tiny fraction of the #ime during which mankind has existed in
America, and the other all but a tiny fraction of the people. One is the primitive, the other is the
popular, and in both instances those concerned never spoke Latin.

Suddenly, through the war, we are beginning to see around us structures that have no recognizable
resemblances to our “tradition” at all. We are getting a succession of hut-like, igloo-like, domed,
barrel-vaulted shapes that seem to have little to do with either the gabled boxes that make up one
side of our residential building tradition or the porticoes with variations that make up the other.

The first impulse is to lay it all to chance rescmblances, but closer examination shows that the
new trend is based on anything but chance. In part, the Army in its Nissen huts and other huts
has arrived at a shape by way of strict economy, but in part by deliberate imitation. The hard-
headed and practical- minded Quartermaster Corps has been laying its hands on every competent
explorer and ethnologist it could get, in order that our boys fighting on primitive frontiers such
as Alaska might be taught the “primitive” people’s more adequate instruments and stratagems of
survival.

Will this all blow over with the fighting, and can we then return undisturbed to our old habits?
On technical grounds alone, this is to be doubted. But the interesting question is, if some of these
ancient ideas are now suddenly proving useful, are there other good ones to be had where these
came from?

There were roughly thirty thousand years throughout which this Continent was inhabited by
people who never spoke Latin. They entered moving eastward and not westward. On first
arrival they are said to have found a virgin paradise, encountering animals now long since extinct;
mammoths and elephants, a variety of camel, bison larger than the buffalo, and wild horses whose
very memory had wholly disappeared long before the westward moving Latin-speakers brought
with them the culture of the horse as a new marvel imported to America from Europe.

This earliest settlement disposes of our one-sided concept of America as a country colonized
wholly by westward migrations. Curiously enough, our Continent itself began life as a wanderer.
When it came to rest, having slid away from the Eurasian land mass on its own global voyage,
it stayed as a long lean wedge between the Pacific and the Atlantic, and was destined ever there-
after to be open to a two-way, not a one-way, commerce. The state of technology, not geography,
dictated that America would be colonized from Asia millennia before she was colonized from
Europe. So the entire “primitive” population, both North and South, descended from those who
crossed by that same Alaskan gateway which is now again supremely fateful for the Continents.
The first “American” culture was in consequence not Latin but akin to the Mongolian; it was,
so to speak, Chinese. It is said to have sprung from what was then the well-watered Gobi Desert.
Not until a scant four hundred and fifty years «go, a mere pin-point in time, was there the shift
which has, momentarily, made American culture so dependent on Europe.

On the face of it, anyone, no matter how “retarded,” should be able, after living in one area for
some thirty thousand years, to tell something useful about doing it. But our forefathers didn’t
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The light-weight barrel-vault frame, built
like a basket, is shown, on facing page, in a
medicine lodge of the Winnebagos, at right,
in an Army Nissen hut, and below, in a
Pan-American Stratoliner. The form is as
old as it is new. In the Stratoliner, as a full-
round barrel, it helps resist interior pressure.
In every instance it is light in weight, strong,
and continuous.

On this page the cause, on the opposite page
the result: section through Eskimo Men’s
Lodge, showing a remarkable ventilation sys-
tem by means of air traps both for the entry-
way and for the draft to the fire pit. People
entering by the subterranecan passage drop
down the steps and then come up inside with

help of a handrail. Copied from Edward
S. Curtis, “The North American Indian.”’
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think that the Indians could; and even the more enlightened architectural historians are still
silent on the North American Indian; but then, our forefathers were almost perfectly conditioned
by circumstances not to appreciate anything that pertained to the savage Red Man.

One of the products now being shipped to Alaska you have seen advertised; a hut of barrel-
vaulted shape, composed of lightweight, prefabricated, laminated frames covered with a quilt
filled with one of the modern types of lightweight insulation. The finished form is closely allied
to the primitive snow house or the ubiquitous wigwam. It can all be carried compactly in a
plane, will withstand wind and cold down to temperatures of 65° below zero, and saves its own
weight several times over because it requires so little fuel. This little type of hut represents a
fruitful wedding betwen the most advanced forms of scientific technology and the most intuitive
kind of aboriginal adaptation.

It can instantly be said that such a hut is lacking in too many prerequisites to serve permanent
needs when the emergency is over. Yet in looking at the contribution of the aborigines to our
civilization, the very absence of certain complicating features is most helpful.

Thus the Eskimo houses of the more permanent kind have struck a perfectly remarkable solution
to the problem of heating and ventilation, just bdecause they pay so little attention to our own
obsession with windows. Evelyn Stefansson describes houses at Barrow Point: “When driftwood
was plentiful they were made of wooden frames covered with carth to such a thickness that the
house was practically cold-proof. They were entered through a long alleyway by a door that was
never closed, even on the coldest night of winter; the ventilating hole in the roof was open, too,
assuring constant ventilation through the house. A dwelling large enough for two families (in
one room) needed only three medium-sized seal-oil lamps to keep the temperature at 80° or 90°
in daytime, which dropped to 60° or 70° at night”” When these Eskimos tried shifting to Euro-
pean houses with their prestige and drafts, there was promptly an epidemic of pneumonia.




Bettmann Archive

Now the narrower, purely European, tradition was never able to find this ventilating solution
for the reason that it has had a fixation on the opening and closing “window.” Not until a
group of bold architects in the neighborhood of Chicago began treating the sacred window as a
mere fixed glass panel in the wall, were ventilating devices struck that worked simply, letting in
fresh air without upsetting the whole balance. After using such devices, operated independently
of the window, in the cold climate of Lake Placid, the author himself can testify that their
efficiency is far superior. Doing this is not “modern,” because the Eskimos have been doing it
for lo these thousands of years: it is far older than the ventilating window in terms of the true,
long-range, American building tradition!

v

Indian habitations have been so generously libelled that it is a temptation to diverge into a
description of some of their hidden excellence. There were good reasons, for example, why the
beautiful Blackfoot leather tipi—“transparent, like parchment, and very light inside”—was
neither smoky nor drafty. The combination of efficiently-burning fucl and management of the vent
did away with smoke, and in winter an inner lining of buffalo hides neatly converted the wall
into a flue carrying the draft up overhead. But these things are not the point. No one in his
senses would try today to copy an Indian dwelling. The point is, rather, that they achieved at
the primitive plane what we are still achieving so badly at the civilized plane.

For example, it never seems to have occurred to the Indians that you just have to have a lot of
weight, simply to give the appearance of adequate stability. One of the most recent models of
prefabricated housing has relied on what we call “bridge” framingz. Support being concentrated
in a few heavier posts connected by girder-like beams, the rest of the wall can be a mere cur-
tain, a sort of sandwich-board of insulation. The remarkable cedar houses of the Pacific North-
west suggest variations of the idea. The Indians quite regularly depended for the main chassis
of a large dwelling on just four stout posts carrying two full-leng'h beams acting as purlins. In
the accompanying illustration both the walls and the roof are just long wide boards holding up

Plenty of warmth: a result of the ventilation
scheme diagrammed on the opposite page.
(An Eskimo family, sketched by F. Nansen.)
Fresh air at temperatures up to 80° or 90°
with only two or three oil lamps. Modern
architects of Portland and Chicago have de-
rived the advantage of this ancient tradition
with the aid of the most modern treatment
of fixed windows.
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nothing but themselves. In other examples the boards, running either vertically or horizontally,
have been combined into a lightweight panel by being thonged to poles just stout enough to
act as aligners.

The prefabricated house just mentioned is strictly modern. Yet its designer need only point to
the Indian house of the Pacific Northwest to demonstrate that he stands safely in a venerable
tradition. He has picked up an old American idea that was accidentally lost to sight during the
four hundred and ffity years in which we scorned the original Americans.

The Indian use of materials cannot be said to have been a uniform triumph from our own
present standpoint. And yet they used a remarkable variety with a degree of thought that pro-
duced success where we calmly assume that there was failure. Apart from ordinary lumber, brick,
stone, and the primitive adobe cement, they had cquivalents for most of our up-to-date processed
materials such as plywood, vegetable fibre, sea-weed, and quilted insulation. Here is a partial list:

clm bark parchment

I ]—l ‘ T birch bark fur-lined snow
mats of: rushes well-insulated stucco

Hupa cedar the Northwess Const grass wood-fibre insulation
upa cedar house on the Northwest Coast, :
from Edward S. Curtis, “The North Amer- . palmetto (via spruce boughs)
. thatching brush

wcan Indian.” One of many different ways in

which P"imiti{/f bui]dff’f used the principle They were quite innocent of the idea that, no matter what you start with, you are sure to end up

z]; the /izghtwe;g/zt Cf”"t“l”}, wall l’ldfgc'rzd‘enz/y with good old brick and wood, just because these were favored by a small band settling in New

dc,_ﬂzr,”L/{(l:;yp,i;ggzzl;go; assis, s un recent England. Whoever ultimately succeeds in perfecting the ideal synthetic processed wall may find
it handy to remark that, throughout thirty thousand years, wood and brick were far from sacred
in the American building tradition.

Often it is not just the fact that a great variety of materials were used, but the way in which
they were used, that tantalizes the modern-minded observer. We civilized people possess no good
intermediate form of dwelling between the straight tent, good only for camping, and our more
permanent forms of living quarters. The minute we start building trailers and the like by our
elaborate processes, the question comes up whether we might not as well be done with it and
build a “house.” The primitive portable dwelling was intrinsically better, Whether made as a
conical tipi or as a domed wigwam, at its best it was better worked out than our own tents,
and yet could be rolled up and carried by dogs in the manner of the travois. In order to carry
ours, we generally have to build still another fullsized house in the form of a huge truck, or
else we need at least a special trailer.

Bettmann Archive photo

The quilted Army tents now being developed in Alaska point back in the carlier direction,
assuming that some designing genius can deftly reincorporate such features as windows. Yet if
such a form, assuming its success, is to receive the peacetime blessings of the FHA bank clerks,
we had better hurry up now and get the thirty thousand years of Indian experience adopted into
the official “American tradition” as a handy precedent.

One of the most curiously neglected primitive arts, of world-wide distribution, was the building
of a dwelling as you build a basket. As the illustrations show, it was used not only in Buck-
minster Fuller’s favorite example of the Mongolian yurt but on the African veldt and right here
in America, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Arctic to Patagonia. We arc get-
ting there again, by way of the airplane. Its spars arc built on the same good old lines, and
maybe we shall even go beyond, when we have mastered monocoque.

But if ever the method gets applied again, as the primitive Americans applied it, to a respectable
house, we are going to have to contend with the narrow present day convention. So, again I say,
it is time to incorporate the first thirty thousand years of American life into the accepted tradition.

Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia as well as

America have wused the portable primitive

dwelling with variations. In Africa the frame v

was moved intact.
In its attitude toward house shapes and uses, the thirty-thousand-ycar tradition of the primitive
American was somehow more catholic than the four-hundred-and-fifty-year tradition of the Latin-
speaking one. Early travellers told of the Indian villages using, as a matter of course, two or
three radically diverse types of dwelling, according to purpose. An illustration is herewith re-
produced, showing the conical parchment dwelling, the tipi, in the foreground, and the gabled
bark-covered lodges behind. The tipi was not only the portable dwelling but in Indian terms
it was also the winter home, being tighter and more compact and therefore warmer. Yet in
the same village there could be three distinct dwelling types: gabled log cabins copied from the
white frontiersmen, conical tipis, and the large flattened round-top of the ancient earth-lodge.
Indian arrangements were far too casual for our eyes (“my entry shall point northward becausc
my god is the bear, and the entry of his den points northward, and he may remember me”).
Yet the vocabulary of shapes was intrinsically so rich that a fine architect would find rewarding
life-long occupation in mastering it.

Indian earth lodges have received scant attention, largely because of the crude photographs used
by our ethnologists. These do about as much justice to the subtle form as your favorite house
receives from snapshot amateurs. Once someone has resurrected for general use the splendid
photographs taken by such men as Edward S. Curtis, the formal art of these carth lodges will
strike as a revelation.

Happily some of the remaining lodges of the Hidatsa have been measured and drawn under
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" Common location
for Twin" lodge

“The primitive American was more catholic
toward house shapes that differed according
to use.” Dakotah Village, showing gabled
forms with flat storage platforms. Conical
tipis and mound-like lodges sometimes com-
pleted the scene. The modern version is an
FSA camp at Shafter, Cal., shown in center.
Drawing of Dakotah Village by Seth East-
man,

Hidatsa earth lodge (American Museum of
Natural History); page Martin Wagner, Buck-
minster Fuller, Wallace Neff. Dozens of
primitive plans have been devised all around
the world for multiplying round er oval
rooms. (From “Anthropological Papers, Vol.
XXXIII, Part V,” American Museum of Natu-
ral History.)
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Coghel ’ Above, plan of a Hidatsa Earthlodge; oppo-
""" ’ site page, cross-section of the framing of an-
Ls other. From “The Hidatsa Earthlodge” by

i \ the late Gilbert L. Wilson, arranged by Bella

| —| Weitzner, published 1934 by the American

v . Museum of Natural History.

A large hall, forty-five feet across, with com-
modious arrangements and ample storage
space. The poles were covered with trans-
verse willow branches, a thick layer of grass,
then sod. The streamlined shape was rebuilt
every seven to ten years under planned ob-
solescence. The interior is of a related Man
dan lodge, drawn in 1832 by Carl Bodmer
on travel through the Missouri country with
Maximilian, Prince of Wied.
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direction of the American Museum of Natural History, and one or two diagrams are reproduced
by permission. The Lord forbid that this lead to a series of copies. The subtle transitions from
one to another form, the calculated framing, the streamlined cunning shape so secure against the
weather, are brought into the record merely as an antidote to the one good order which is cor-
rupting our world-—our complete reliance on the rectangular Colonial box.

Strictly scientific calculation may conceivably, some day soon, lead a contemporary designer to a
superficially analogous mushroom form. But not all the science in the world can convince our
censors that there s validity in what, to them, is such a freakish shape. Let him then spread
before them, as “precedent,” the Hidatsa Lodge. It served mankind faithfully throughout a period
of centuries. Its gloomy dignity covered vast open spans, in some instances (Pawnee) reaching
to 60 feet. It was ample enough to allow tethering the horses inside (against theft) and the
plethora of usable storage space, reaching all the way around the circumference, would be a
modern housewife’s passionate envy. Light shone down into it in a manner that produced in-
tense human drama. Even the flat top, in the more polished examples, served as a splendid out-
door grandstand, ages before Le Corbusier, for witnessing the human spectacle. If human ex-
perience extending throughout the ages counts for anything, the earth lodge, used not by one
tribe alone but by = whole series of tribes, ought to bear testimony to the “traditional” right of a
modern scientist to lay hold of such a wide deviation from rectangular shape.

vi

It is in the field of transportation that the primitive culture was most strikingly carried on by
popular culture, and the two groups of non-Latin-speakers made a contribution which often sur-
passed the contribution, and corrected the errors, of the educated.

“Viewing the history from 1630 until 1870,” says Dunbar in his monumental History of Travel
in America, “it sezms as though the clearest perception of the significance of events and of
public necessity was found not in the minds of those whom history names as the leaders of men
but in the collective understanding of the multitude.” But this in turn rested on the earlier ex-
perience: he says, of the Indians, “in going across country they had a wonderful facility for es-
tablishing routes that were, in the economic sense, the best that could be chosen . . . Practically
the whole present-day system of travel and transportation east of the Mississippi, including many
turnpikes, is based upon, or follows, the system of forest paths established by the Indians hundreds
of years ago.” Amusingly enough, the Indian was indebted to a still earlier inhabitant; according
to G. K. Warren, who explored the Dakotas a hundred years ago, in unfamiliar country “the
Indians always follow the buffalo -trail, for this animal always selects the most practical route
for his road.”

Closer study of Indian habits might mitigate some qf that combined scorn and fear with which
sociologists today clescant upon the peril of popular migration, and might show the needlessness
of some of that ficrce passion for morality with which city regulatians are visited upon trailer
camps. The nomadic way of life is fully capable of developing an orderly expression of its own,
and the idea that it is essentially predatory is based on prejudice. The Nazis among the Indians
were not the ravirg tribes but the Iroquois operating out of permanent villages.

vil

These few scattercd and inadequate remarks on the submerged “p-cultures”* of America, the
primitive and the popular, are intended merely as a very modest effort suggesting the need of a
thorough-going larger investigation.

Despite their isolation of thousands of years, the North American Indians did not behave in a
manner that was altogether unique. Their primitive habitations echo forms found literally all
around the world; these were more than international—they were universal. They have been
studied and docuriented by such thorough schalars as Oelmann; but it is possibl= to treat such
works as merely d=ad documents, instead of realizing that wherever need has been inet by human
ingenuity and imagination there is always a chance that the result may, millennia later, either
suggest to the mind, or else support, a right solution.

As for popular contributions, such as those of farmers and carpenter builders, it is fine to see
how many efforts are beginning to be made to put this resource to more conscious and system-
atic use.

To summarize: it would be a misrepresentation to say that the argument herein is that we must
drop our Latin-school education and live like savages. Science 7s our guide. But our science is
not free. We are constantly being boxed in by the custodians of our immediate past, arrogating
to themselves the name “traditionalists.” Traditionalists is what they are not.

The appeal to the broader tradition is an appeal against the arrogance of our present-day medi-
cinemen who, from behind their Doric columns and their monkey-cages, would insist upon
burying us forever in that one little Colonial box. Are we living inhabitants not entitled to at
least as much freedom as the aborigines?

* Page Mr. W. H. Richardson, whose Caesar-like division of British society into 3 parts, p-men, c-men,
and d-men, in the Architectural Review, suggested this idea.

June, 1943 THE NEW PENCIL POINTS 43



Notes on Patios

The first thing European scttlers built in this country was a
stockade—a form of structure which contained the elements
of patio architecture. Unfortunately the life of its inhabitants
was so busy they could not exploit the possibilities of such
buildings. Life has been busy since, and we have lost interest
in good living. Some trends of the belated modern movement
i architecture have made a point of re-cstablishing comfort
and ease of living, matters which have been deplorably cur-
tailed by pseudo-csthetic and commercial considerations.

¢ SN
CRESLRE L8 = . . . .
\ 52 It would be interesting to estimate what resale value, if any,
b-e/ there is in the house shown at left, which was built by Mr.

Philip Johnson for his own use in Cambridge, Mass. (While
Boston had already, in the venerable Gardner residence, set
somewhat of a precedent in patio houses, that particular ex-
ample was built on a heroic scale, foreshadowing its ultimate
use as a museum; it is, architecturally speaking, definitely
imitative architecture.) Mr. Johnson had to defy building
regulations and the sentiments of good citizens in order to
accomplish his goal. The house has merits aside from utiliza-
tion of an exceptional construction method. It has proved in
one year of use that the existence of a patio in what we have
called an unfavorable climate is not only feasible but highly
desirable.

That this type of house is fundamentally sound, and is not
derived from any particular building traditions or local ma-
terials, is best evidenced by comparing the Johnson house with

the strikingly similar peasant’s house at Patmos. There is,
of course, a gap between them, geographically and culturally,
yet the solution for quite different requirements is basically
the same.

The patio is one of the oldest architectural contrivances. It
can be found in every great civilization. Today it is in evi-
dence in Latin America, North Africa, Furope, and in the
Near and Far East. With the anglicization of North America
it became extinct in our Southern states. Of the charming
examples in New Orleans, where patio houses were introduced
by the French, some dilapidated specimens have been pre-
served by enterprising innkeepers and philanthropic societies.
In California the Spanish version of the courtyard degenerated

House in Cumbridge, Muass. (Philip Johnson, owner and
architct.) It stands in an old residential district, quite near
Longfellow’s home. A 9-ft.-high wooden fence assures privacy
and keeps out the wind. Permission for erecting the patio
wall was asked after completion. Note intimacy of rooms in
relation to patio.

S —

Cortile

A perfect counterpart of the Johnson house—in a less sophis-
ticated way—is the peasant’s house at Patmos, in the Dode-
cancsian Islands, which is shown to the right.
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into a kind ot stage setting for musicals. Today only this
degenerate form of decoration comes to mind when the word
patio is mentioned.

The present generation of California architects tries to re-
introduce courtyards in the form of sheltered gardens, rather
than as true patios—which are essentially rooms without ceil-
ings. A radical development from this charming architecture
is H. H. Harris’ house for Mrs. Pauline Lowe, built about

ten years ago. In all its disarming simplicity it represents an

exhaustive study of the house for modern mankind. Mr.
Harris has testified as to his efforts: “This would be my first
and last executed project . . . it must be a summation of all I

had cver thought or felt about life and architecture.” The

Lowe house was not his last executed project. However,
seldom has an architect reached a more sincere expression of

his ideals; and, looking back after ten vyears, the house re-
mains one of his greatest achievements.

The significance of this modest work of architecture was
overlooked, perhaps because it represented neither as a whole
nor in its parts anything suitable for copying. The construc-
tion is stripped to its bare essentials; the austerity of the

house is almost Oriental. As does the Johnson house, it lacks Typical Spunish example of patios and gardens used to
break up a compact plan.

the outer dress to which our civilization attaches such exag-
gerated importance; the architecture is merely a shell for the
life of its owner. And vet, while it is hardly noticeable in its
unobtrusiveness, it is offending to Western sensibilities. The
patio, we are warned, is unsociable and thoroughly un-

American.

Evidently the patio idea is incompatible with the customary
front porch institution. The contemporary American (or
Englishman for that matter) can hardly be accused of being
introspective. His complete freedom from want of privacy
has led to a peculiar form of dwelling: the suburban home.

Though the suburban house was developed mainly to com-
pensate city dwellers by providing them with the minor
blessings of country life, the precious quota of land alloted
to it is ingeniously wasted. The small strip which is not
used up in building potentially has every chance to become a

garden, were it not always split unhesitatingly into a front
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lawn and a back yard. The front portion, tiny and discon-
certing in its hundred-thousandfold repetition, is a mere
buffer between the home and the parked family car.

It has been maintained that the front porch is the perfect
expression of sociability. This is true as long as the present
form of crude social intercourse is considered satisfactory.

However, genuinely sociable gatherings are unthinkable with-
out intimacy.

The increasing mechanization of professional activities makes

life more and more unsatisfactory to the discriminating per-

son, and has brought about a divorce between work and

recreation. It has been forgotten that under more fortunate

circumstances these apparently opposite types of activity

merge into one. Furthermore—commercially available enter-

[Jﬂ tainment has advanced to a point where it has the effect of
=

w5k

A

UNGFRU

dope rather than of a stimulant.

Recreative efforts at home have likewise shrunk to mere

play of hardly adolescent character. The mental food supplied
e by newspapers and cheap magazines has not improved with
- ] the advent of the radio. Considering everybody’s right, if
not desire, for adequate privacy, the radio has recome a
calamity and nuisance of the first order. Legislation has not
kept pace with the need for protection of a minority of sensi-
tive people. It is quite characteristic that the most sublime
form of home-made entertainment, the making of chamber
music, which is an integral part of life in some countries, is
lacking here. The absence of creative musical life is an index
of general spiritual poverty.

MATSAL
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Though these things may seem to have nothing to do with
architecture in the accepted narrow meaning, they necessarily
come in as cultural factors which determine the way of life.
The residence has been, and still is, viewed by architects and
This house, with its peculiarly shaped patio, was built in laymen alike as an inanimate thing, as if it could be detached
Sweden and was designed by Josef Frank, architect. from the life of its occupants. (This is also the way in which
architectural magazines present houses to their readers.)

sovkum |

SOVRUM GRsTRUM

But the vague esthetic viewpoint is not the one from which
houses, furnishings, and all the objects which go with them
should be approached. Neither is the economic viewpoint
the only determining factor. Psychological circumstances in-

Though the outdoors when architected in the Spanish style
has a flavor of its own, the modern version is not less charm-
ing. The partly covered atrium shown here can be opened
by means of a sliding wall. The house, designed by William
Wilson Wurster, AIA, will soon be published in New PENcCIL
Poins.
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deed are the ones which have to be given predominant con-
sideration. The things with which man surrounds himself are,
contrary to appearances, less and less determined by practical
considerations, but have become symbols of man’s striving
for higher social standing. The prevailing trend of sales
techniques reflects this strife to perfection.

Architects can find an indication of how their dream of a
prosperous postwar era might disintegrate in the fact that
the planning—or should we say the designing?—of houses,
both custom-made and mass-produced, is slipping more and
more from their hands into those of the industrial designer, ) . . .
who will be more successful not only because of his training
in advertising methods but mostly because he is completely
unburdened by any knowledge of architecture.

The first decade of industrial design was hailed as an epoch - Vi |
of wondrous achievement. However, unrestrained redesign- ' Sar A
ing has sometimes given results just as nauseating as those
of any previous industrial decade. While the shapes of tools
and weapons are and probably will stay satisfactory, the
streamlining of vehicles has too often been fraudulent. The
former never needed advertising; the latter were restyled

each year to promote sales.
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A similar development is to be expected in the field of do-
mestic architecture. Popular and professional magazines con- i
firm this trend. But further mechanization will not improve | =
living standards. One need only think of the incongruity . )
between the magical modern kitchen and the melancholy e — = = :
gastronomic results. Irony will have it that the Arab’s meal, s 1&)
cooked in the desert over dried camel manure, is incompar- Patio houses are by no means confined to subtropical
ably superior. Without the necessary instinct for cooking the zones, as this Finnish example proves; architect: Oiva
electric kitchen may be relegated to the importance of its Kallio.

cousin, the electric piano.

Houses like the examples shown on these pages undoubtedly
are not yet acceptable to many people. Though they were
not built to advertise the means or aspirations of their
owners, these owners will probably be accused of having
feudalistic notions. Yet it seems to an unprejudiced bystander
that, in a way, they contain the germ of a human and more
civilized architecture. Bernard Rudofsky
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