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Here at Home Improvement Head­
quarters we’re all spruced up and

stocked up to help you improve your home

Come in...right now! You'll find us ready with every-
ithing needed to make your plans succeed: new

remodeling ideas, how-to-do-it information, the

our name isfinest materials, financing help—services that
lead you straight to better living and greater home

on the cover!value. Whatever you need—drop in today!
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Hope for homes 

on the doivnrrade
O

...from lessons 

learned in the

Home Improvement HouseU.S.G.
OBE than a vear ago the United States Gypsum Company came upon the 
antkjuuted house seen here in the "before” photograph. Structurally, the 

house w;\s sound—but it was thoroughly outdated and far from livable by today’s 
standards. At some time during the course of its existence some piecemeal 
remodeling had occurred, which tended to confuse the general layout of 
the house even more.

When U.S.G. decided to completely remodel and restyle this dowm-at-the-hcels 
house, tw'o experts in the field of design were called in—Architect Eugene \^(uta 
and Decorator Lucille Knoche. Working hand-in-glove, Mr. Voita and Mrs. Knoche 
spent cndk\ss hours conferring with United States Gyp.sum’s product managers, 
and with the cKlitors of Popular Home and other U.S.G. piiblicatioas. After careful 
consideration and thorough planning, actual construction work began. Then the 
major and minor features took form to make the completed house a tndy workable, 
bvable, beautiful home-now just as modern as the latest in new dwellings.

Basically, the U.S.G. Home Improvement House is an “idea” house to show you 
how hand.somc, top-quality materials look when u.sed in conjunction with each 
other. It’s not a “re.search” hou.se; all building materials were researched and tested 
before this house was remodeled—in fact, all materials seen here are on the market 
everywhere. Your dealer eitlier has them in stock or can order them for you.

Now tliat you know why the house was remodeled, we’ll show you in 
this issue, and in later issues this year, exactly how it looks and what 
kind of living it welcomes. Our first stop is in the master bedroom.

M

Turn the page to see “Rebirth of an Upstairs'
3



U.S.O.
BOUB

Rebirth of an upstairsIMFBOTKKBIT
HOU»

Loug ueglectcd, this atUc xvas just a junk heap,., 

until rejuvenation began!
Jn-.roi

» AFTa

The

room on 
the cover

P(‘nth«m!>e in nicxlcst ht'drooin
comes from high ctriling, !)reatlitakiiig 
window. Folding wood d<K>r in 
corner gives access to umler-ea\'c 
storage ;irea. New hardwixxl flooring 
lias ix'gged-plank design, was 
laid over existing snbfliKir.

Same camera angle before and after, tells the reioodHing 
stor\ ! A two-foot depth of floor space wa*s Ixiirowed from ro 
to make closets, and to add a built-in clothes chute in area 
In-tween bedroom and liali. Wall above louverc'd dcxirs is 
paneled with WcHxlgrained Shefttbock in new Cherrywood 
pattern; panels were applied on the diagonal for interesting gr 
effect. \’eutilators circulate air in enclosed attic space.

BEFORE
~'hk dramatic transformation .seen 

on these pages wasn’t done with trick 
photography—it is the joint result 
of \\’ise planning and excellent malerials. 
As vou look at tin* photographs notice 
that the shape of the room is basically 
the .same—it was merely opt'm*d up.

Ceiling rafters were doubled up 
and cross joists eliminated; 
that, in itself, gave a feeling of 
spaeiousness. Shkethock gypsum wall- 
boartl was applied behind the kneewall 
studs, letting the wallboard joints 
fall on the rear face of studs.

The big picture window climbs to 
the jreak of the gable, opc'ning the room 
to sun and view. All ideas shoxxna here 
are yo<irs to borrow, copy, use anyway 
von desire—and to help you start 
vour own upstiiirs remodeling.

1
utuler-eatx ftoniRc

uttfiliUJu'J attic Imhoom

itorage

I.......-7-
built-in camly

master bedroom

storage

AFTER
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How to build a hang-up dressin tableorr*
1. If studs are exposed, build the small drawer cabinet

to fit between them; large cabinet nwy overlap studs. On plain
wall, adjust length of cabinet units to desired dimension.

2. Add th<‘ back to drawer unit, and the back cleats to sliding-door cabinet.
A. Susix'ud both cabinets by attaching them to sthds with screws. 
4. Nail harcllward back to cleats in large cabinet.
5. Insert adjustable .shelf in large cabinet; then add the sliding 

d«)ors. Construct drawers as shown in drawing.
6. Measure and cut tops carefully; then fix them in place with fini.shing nails. 

.Vote that kmg top is se<-(irc'd to big cabinet with small angle brjickets.
7. Fill all nail holes and finLsh the dressing table to match

other furnishings, or p;unt it to blend with wails.

12-* 12' i" IVf- WOOD TOPH-

lUROBOARD
SLIDING OOOftS

Streamlined drettsing (able was built in to
eliminate need for st'parate pieces of furniture,
Entire unit is suspended on wall—no legs to
interfere with dust mop here! Dressing table Uke
this would l>e eons'enient on any bedroom wall. Study
the “exploded” drawing before starting to build,
then follow the seven ea.sy-construction steps.

A symphony in soft tones, close-up view
of dressing table comer shows the glamor

that can be achieved with moderately priced
building materials. On the ceiling is USG

Fashion Tile; this stylish Random Line pattern
is printed in Pewter Gray on white. Contrasting

with the ceiling arc smooth walls of Sueetbock
gypsum wallboard painted Dusty Green with

tube-tinted Texolite niblx*rized paint. Sliding
dt>ors of cabinet are constmeted of USG Hard-

hoard finished to mateh natural wood of cabinet’s
tO]->. Louvered doors of closet are ready­

made items available at most lumlx'r yards.
AliriliTECT: EVCItNE VOITA

INTERIOR DRSIGN: bVCILLIC KNOCIIE ASSOCIATE!,, I.D.I.

Al.C RHOl'OCRAPUV BY HUUKIUH-BLES-IINC

WOOD Fi.ooHi.vc: E. L. Bnicp Co.
WINDOWS AND DOORS: PcUh, BolscTPPn Co.

SLIDING * FOLDING DOOR iiAHDWABE; Kennutrack Corp.
glass: Pittsbnruh Plalf (>Iass Co.
FURNITURE: Heywood-Wakcfii'ld

mattresses: Columbia Bnddtatf Co.BOX SPRINGS *
rugs: Cabin Craft RiiB Mills

COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM: Continental Mfg. Co.
CERAMIC lamps: Haetter Potteries, Inc.



REBIRTH OF AN UPSTAIRS (continued)

home office —sewing center• • •

Jusi a dormer, not much use except to briglitcn upstairs 
hallway; wasted space in a liouse that needed every inch of space put to
BKKUKK

use.

Now it's down to business! Entire dormer area was converted into 
a compact home office and sewing center. Person seated at counter is within 
easy reach of all equipment. To the lady’s right are cabinets, utility 
drawer, and storage spot for sewing machine. To her left is legal-size filing 
cabinet for borne records. Original windows were camouflaged with cornice 
of USG liardboard and traverse curtains. Handy shelves, dividers, 
and decorative pin-up boards keep most-used items out in the open.

Al'TER

Vi" USG h" SHEETROCK
HAR080ARD GYPSUM WALLBOARD

USG
INSULATING

SHELVING

PLYWOOD
COUNTER

I > 2 WOOD
REINrORCE.

SLEEL FILE

of your upstEiirsGetting full use
spacc'P If you need how-to-do-it
help and ideas, ask your Popui,ar
I loME dealer for free Handyman Plan
No. 351—Upstairs Remodeling.
It’s one of a complete series you
CLin select from his counter-top
Home Improxement Center display.



For the secret of successful ranoddin (T

take your lumber dealer’s advtce

and look below the surface...

Hidden Assets
for better living

1 Comfortable living owes a debt of gratitude to
insulation. Hero Red Top Silver Shield insulating
batts are applie^d between ceiling rafters. Flanges 
of batts arc stapled to sides of rafters to provide
a 5»-in. dead air space for reflective value.

2 Againiit the rafters goes Baxbord g>psum hacking 
board to give smooth *surface for tile application. It*s 
easy to score and snap a panel of Baxbohd to desired 
size. In appl>'ing, nails are spaced ever>’ 8 inches.

3 Beautiful eeiling is USG Fashion Tile in 12x24-in.
biittcr(*d" with sixinsulating Twin-Tile size. Tiles are 

dabs of adhesive alxnit size of walnuts, then pressed into
place. Pattern of tile used here is called Random Line.

4 Attic space ventilation is provided by USG Ventilating 
Louvers plac-ed in the interior gable end of master 
bedroom, Air circulates through attic space and escapes

5 Warm paneling of window wall is Woodgrained Skeetrock 
wallboard in new Cherrywood pattern. Sheets ofgypsumpaneling were kid diagonally to give striking mitered 

effect. Colored nails matuliing the board are used.

6 Hatch to attic space is provided by USG Access Panel placed
in hallway ceiling. Panel is made of metal. Positioned 
bctwc*en c-eiliog joists, pao<;I was later i»(inted to match' 
finished ceiling. Friction catch keeps it tightly closed.

POPULAR HOME • March-April, 1959 • sent through courtesy of local firm named on front and back covers



Exterior of rubin is marine
plywootl p;tint<‘cl Ktey-grifn of

tlie pines uiitl bright blue of the
sky. Plywood was applied over

USG Insulating Sheathing. Windows
seen here lue crystal plate glass;

double strength glass was used on
other sides. Redwood fencing of
front terrace has a level top line
while lower edge of fence steps

down to foIh)w slope of hmd.

Lovely to look at. easy to keep
up. Walls «)f SfiF.ETROcTK gv-psiiin

wallboard were painted Gard<*nia WTiite
with washable Texolite paint. Sliding-

door cupboards beneath IxKikcases hold
games, extra linens, odds and ends.

Flooring is low-cost fir, scaled and
waxed. Front and back entrances have

Dutch doors and are locatecl to give
straight-through ventilation.

FAMILY-TESTED
HOME
NO. PH
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BEDROOM
7x9

REAR
=J DECK

SHELVESS«IVES Sx2S
FIREPLACE'

o
KITCHEN-LIVING

SIXG OF HOUSE; 700 8Q. FT.,
8,750 cv. FT., (excluding deck and patio)Brother... 

what a life! 
in Popular Home’s view cabin

hy Lorraine Burgess TliE wonderful cabin \’ou see here belongs 
to mv familv; together we designed it, helped 

build it, and now we’re enjoying it. This Chipita 
Park, Colo., retreat lias a four-wav view—a view 
to economy, compact design, good .site orientation, 
and the theory that if one room is big, others can be small.

The cabin has just 700 s<(. ft. of well-used 
living space set on and cantilevered over a 24-ft. 
s(|uare foundation. A most important feature is 
the house’s orientation to the Wiurning morning .sun. 
The excitement and comfort of .start-a-dav sunliglit 
ha.s psychological value in the mountains, and for 
that matter in anv location! The 30-in. roof overhang 
around the house lets in the carlv morning and low 
winter sunlight, but shades out hot summer heat.

Focal point of all familv activities is tlie living- 
kitchen; it’s ample in .size and exciting in shajx'. 
Because of the structure’s slo])ing roof line, this 
] ()om has a high 10- to 12-ft. ceiling in keeping with 
its imi>ortance to the house. By contrast, the bedrooms 
and bath are just big enough for snug conveniencr.

This summer home has all the es.seiitials for 
comfortable living; with the addition of a horizontal 
furnace in the foundation crawl space, vcar-i-ound use 
is possible. Your Popul,m< Home dealer will gladly 
order low-c-ost blueprints for you—ask for No. PH 
16-2D. You’ll be glad you deciclctl to Jive a little!

(continued)

Smart in appearance, furnishings were minimum in cost. 
Circular tabic is a restaurant pedestal table with big top made 
of plswootl; dining chairs were bought unfinished, 
painted glossy blue. Beal eye-catcher in living rouiii is 
free-stunding fireplace open on both sidc.s, adapted from 
a Dani.sh design by a professional iiietuLsmith.

T»HOYOaHAPHy: CVY BUtlCCSS
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BREEZY-VIEW CABIN (continued)

EiicIom<m1 fntranre burden bofOnH'- 
snn pocket for early morning and l.i 

evening use in summer, high m>on snniv; 
through mild days of winter—and i 

u favorite play spot for sons, Guy a: 
Jeff. Top of redwood f<*nee is capi'i 

with 2\4’s for weather protection u 
strength: lx>ttoin ends are nulled to li.;: 

for fn-tter runoff of snow ami rai

Luxury of !»iin and view i.s lioniis 
wood deek that stretches aen>ss rear 

eahin. Deck is supisorti’d on ixists set ii 
concrete. Brushline tlrawing of pine 

decorates l>oth front and Ixiek of Irons 
drawing was done in liglit hn>wn p.i): 

accented with splashc-s of gold )«• i

Campari kitrhen area is arranged 
witliin cantilevered space. Strip of 
cuplx)ard spaec, Ix>tl> above :md Ik'Iow 
work counter, gives as nnieli storage 
as is found in a\ erage kitchen.
Transom window vents ke«'p out rain, 
are 0£K*ned with pole-and-Iuxik.

Itedrooni wardrobo are also built into 
cantilcN’ered space Ijcyond fmintliitinii wall. 
•Alongside wardrolK- is unit of 24-in. deep 
drawers; space Ix-liind them is accessible 
fmm wardrolw f\ir storage of caul table, 
areiierv- and golf ixpupment. High fixed 
windows gi\e prixaey without draixTu-s, 
whih' raft(*r vents lietween roof Ix-ains 
provide txmtrolled ventilation.

Extra bunk »pare fur two or tliree
guests could be made by adding a
sleeping loft over the .social" side of
living room. la)ft wonld lx- a .shelf
about 8x14 ft., with railing and ladder.

POPVLAH HOME • 1959 • scut through courtesy of local firm named on front and hack torcr.v



Bui1i-in Hufai tWs triple duty! Aside from seatiii)! 
and sleeping guests, the window In-neh is himdy spot 

for storing blunkets and sleeping hags for weekend 
overflow of people, Benc-h is iiiatle of S-in, pK wood, 

sealed and iiainted with wliite seini-gl<iss enamel.

Even narrow spare works here. Thin slot betwi-c'n range and partition wall 
pulls out on metal traek to expose canned gtiods storage, Entir<- hmist.- is 

full of little “extras"—iu)tiee wall dec-oration abiixc Ix-nc-h; two strips 
of .stock molding were nailed to wall t(» form strip framing for an cx ct- 

ehaiiging display of i>osteard.s, paintings, clippings. Let this refreshing 
eahin be- yours—sec yimr dealer, name<l oti comt, for building plans!

YOI R CHOICE

OF OTHER

SI M.HEK HOME

DESIGNS

Ask voiir dealer alxnit plans for
. other expertlv-dc*sigiied vacation homes 

available tbrovtgh Popul.\« Homk. See 
them on llu* selector cards of vour 
dealer’s Home Im])ro\-cmeiit Centc*r display 
rack. If vou \va>Jt coniplcU*. low-cost 
bnildiiig blueprints, he'll lx* 
glad to order any of tliese:

• Fancv-Frec Cottage, Xo. PH 12-3D 
• Hideawav Lodge, .\o. PH 1.3-30 
• WchhIIuikI Retreat, X(». PH 14-31)
• Clear Water Cottage, \(.. PH 15-21)
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FIXIT FORUM CLIP FOR YOUR PILES

joining 
two pieces 

of wood

simple rules to make the job easier
1. Always begin by testing your miter box or circular saw 
miter gauge on piece of scrap lumber.
2. Use a sharp, fine-toothed saw, preferably a miter saw.
3. When using a miter box, press work down firmly and push 
against back of box.
4. Check accuracy of wood dimensions (thickn^ and width) 
before making cuts.
5. Use shxirp pencil and mark matching members side by side.
6. Plan to saw so that one edge of cut barely touches your 
scribed line. Mark an “X” on side of line that is to be cut.

SOUAM

I'rpI
corner jig

SCRAP lUMSER

FLIP END 
AND TEST 
SQUARENESS

9 SCRAP
STOCK LUMBEI MITER BOX

oO
Vi" PLYWOOD, SQUARE CORNER

'v- _Most plywood panels are cut square at the factory. Use a 
pre-cut comer of 34-in. plywood as jig for fastening corner 
joints. Two “0“ clamps on each leg will hold work firmly 
for drilling or sawing.

EQUAL

o SQUARE

Qbutt joints rabbet
joint

%"OR%
DOWEL

II0 V4 " OR H" DOWELS CLUE

GLUE DRIVE NAIL
oOPP CENTER

TO MISS » I
DOWELS !L>

o h
END

DRia FROM / 
OUTSIDE WITH 
WORK CLAMPED 
IN CORNER JIG

‘‘“piece

LONG SIDE

e>/i' 14"orH

oowei
i*

1. Clamp accurately sawed parts to plywood jig and drill 
for i*~ or %-in, dowels.
2. Separate the parts, add glue and dowels.
3. Re-clamp parts to jig and drive a large finishing nail off 
center to lock the joint; don’t drive nail into dowels, but 
penetrate opposite member.

o

( I CROSS
HECE

I
• CLUE

dado joint CHISEL SO 
WOOD SPUTS 
UPWARD

Vi" OR %" DOWUSmiter joints
USE SAME ,
JIG WITH SAW I

FOR CORRECTING J
POOR MITER CUTS (A

•SAW CUT•re

CHECK DIREaiON OF CRAIN

O n.YWOOD WITH SQUARE CORNER 1. Cut rabbets or dadoes no deeper than one-fourth of width 
of stock. Cut only into long side pieces.
2. Drill crosspieces and end pieces for dowels.
3. On dado joint, penetrate dowel with long screw for firm 
grip in end grain.
4. Always check direction of grain before chiseling. When 
chiseling, be sure that wood splits upward rather tlian down­
ward into bottom of rabbet or

1. Clamp mitered pieces on plywood jig for drilling. If 
cut ends don’t match, run saw between them, then re- 
clainp together.
2. Drill for li-in. dowels on narrow work and X-in. dowels 
on thicker work. Dowel near the end goes through both 
pieces; second dowel penetrates second side about I in. dado.

POPULAR HOME • March-ApHl, 1959 • sent through courtesy of local firm named on front and hack covers 13



Glamor on a this home

Builtoffice* corner wus assembled in one da>’ at a cost
of $36.98. That includes boe»ksheIves, desk-
counter, filing cabinet, vertical pin-up

board, and pull-clown lamp. Counter is
made from a hollow-core slab door sup{X)rted

on slanting dowel rods which attach to
haselmard. Pin-up lx)ard is USG Insulating
Board framed with molding and edged with
black friction tape. Home of Mr. & Mrs.
J. E. Clemons, High Springs, Fla.
I’lUrrOGliAI’llV ! l.IhANTI INC.

DKCOHATOH: OAVe N. PATTEHSON, JON EH BROH., JACKVONVILLB



TOUACE, convenience, style—what else cun add these 
virtues to a room so r|\iickly and inexpensively as built-in 

shelves? Such shelves can be cither quite simple or elaborate— 
and on these pages we show you a sprinkling of both.

The great advantage of built-in shelving is that it nc€*tl 
not be costly to be handsome. Now that metal standards \\ith 
brackets are so widely available in di'alers’ hardware 
departments, custom built-ins can be erected 
by anyone who knows how to use a screwdriver.
The building operation is a simple one: find 
wall studs, screw on the metal standards, .slip on the 
brackets and lav lengths of .stock InmI)or across the brackets.

Brackets c“ome in various finishes and mav be painted to 
mutch the wall color, if dwired. Tliey come in a variety 
of sizes to fit each storage need. The (|ualitv of wood voii 
select for shelving depends on the purpose, locution, and 
finish to be used. Get your dealer’s expert advice—and 
put vour hooks and knick-knacks on glamorous di.splav.

s

Focal point of den-guest room is wall of 
Ixxjkshelves. Shelving liu.s u prefiiiisluHl front edge, 
was painted to inateh the Zinnia ('.old eolor of walls. 
Metal standards and brackets are brass platetl; 
notice that .stamlards w<>re knaled e\'e-ry '32 in. 
o\er w.ill studs. Radiator is between sliditig-door 
cabinets, was ci>nccaled Ix-hind a stTcen of e\pandcd 
metal. Ib)me of Mr. Mrs. Cyrus Ruben, Chicago.
nKcnnATou^ oukthuuk hchen. a.i.o.

IxMik of luxury distinguishes this sumptuous 
nx)m. but its ideas can be tailored to fit any 

IXK-kedxKtk. Wall projecting from alixne wa.s 
covered in fl«K)r-to-cc*iIing lxx)k.shelves snpix)rted 

on brass rods. Narrow end wall was eomerted 
into .storage space for .snack bar (b<*low) conceakxl 

behind a series of Folding dmrs. IJtKirs were made 
:ls frames with panel insets of heavily woven 

fabric; they glide on overhead track, are fastened 
together with screen hinges. A serving cabinet on 

casters is rolled out for home entertaining.

continued on next pagePkot(x:bapiiv : UKDnic;H-in.EKRiNC
t>RCOHATOKS: LCBI.I.NIiR * HIMMEL. A.l.D.
data: nvTii w. LBB 15



BUILT-IN SHELVES (continued)

records serving pieces

i>rld« of storaifp arc comldned 
this cnsloni-dcsigncd unit 
need ut end of living-dining 
3in, unit sen es many storage 
eds. Folding v.oodci'v door 
ovc serving counter conceals 
ss-thrimgh to kitchen. Entire 
it was c-onstnictcd of w(Kxl; 
line was lacquered in black, 
lie doors were left natural, 
lers were lac-riucred in colors, 
ins not availiihk*. Hanw of 
r. & Mrs. George W. Vam, 
L’ksonville, Fla. 
iTOGRAPinr: kranzten 

aiJTiccTs; HARmvjcK & lie

linens

china

gameslocked storage

SLIDE STRIP 
FITS DADOED 
PLYWOOD SIDE 
IN SAME MANNER 
AS TRAYS DO

SILVERWARE 
DRAWER H"x3'CLEAR PINE

IVi" X S'. SUSPENDED FROM COUNTER 
TOP. DADOED TO RECEIVE SLIDE 
STRIPS ON SIDES OF DRAWERS

I

Convenient step-saver is this pass-through Ix-tween 
kitchen and dining area. Entire opening is ctmcealed 
l>ehind folding louvered doors. Upper dish shelves are 
1-in. pine snpiiorted on metal cleats set in drilled holes; 
sheh es are atljustable. Sliding shelves in left Ijunk hold 
linens, .siitle only into dining area; slu*lve,s at right 
hold silver and ser\ing pieces, slide into kitchen and 
dining area. Sketch above shows constmetion details. 
Home of Mr. & Mrs. Dante I, Lemhi, llillsburough, Calif.
PnOTUUIlArHY; PHIL PKIN 

ARI-IIITUCT: CLIPKOHD CONLY

Dramatic effect with a definite purpose! Shelf 
unit was built in place to add privacy to bedroom 
hallway. View here is from living room side. Made 
of 1x12 lumlxT. unit wa.s ixiinted black and backed 
with grass cU>tb encased in heavy plastic. Console 
phonograph fits at bottom left. Notice how shelf 
spacing was planned for acces.sories of different sizes. 
Home of Mr. & Mrs. Rus.scll C. Scott, Richmond, V'a.
ARCniTLClS: MAHCLLLL'S WRIGHT * SON
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ROOSTER-VANE

Introdndng ^^room theme 

stencils ... easy to use,
Free vonr ima^inalion, and you’ll 
find many clever v«iys to use the 
Rooster-Vane: (ulx)\'e) on cwnice Iward 
over kitchen window, (Wow) as single design 
in the center of cabinet doors, and (right) 
on your exterior post sign or door pancLand yon rs for the asking

F you've never tried stenciling, you’ve missed a lot of 
fun . .. and some exciting decorative efiFccts! 

Stenciling—a renowned art—has been re\-i\’ed and is in 
the fashion forefront. In the past, most stencils created 
a formal mood; designs were intricate and retpiired hand­
cutting by a skilled artist To suit the infonnidity of 
present-day living, and to assist readers who want in<3i- 
vidiinlly-styled rooms, we’re presenting the new Popular 
Home Paint Stencils, First one out is the Rooster-Vsme 
shown here.

This Rooster-Vane design is transitional in mood and 
makes an effective decorating accent in both Contempo- 
raiy and Provincial settings. Although designed primarily 
for kitchens, it has great appeal as a theme-setter in 
family rooms, playrooms or scrcened-in porches. And 
when used on an exterior door panel, or on a lamppost 
address sign, it lends distinction and friendly atmosphere 
to the property.

You can make the Rooster-Vane a solid color or a rain­
bow of sliades. Brilliant reds, blues and yellows will make 
the rooster “crow” with color; subtle tones such as high- 
style gold, olive-green and charcoal will make him look 
the proud, haughty chanticleer. Here you have an ideal 
"color coordinator’* to tie your room’s colors together. 
Paint the tail one color, tl)e cock’s comb another, and the 
body still another—then use those cliosen colors as the 
framework of an exciting decorating plan.

Your Popular Home dealer, named on the cover, has 

a limited number of Rooster-Vane stencils in his counter 
dispUiy center... and they arc free to the first customers 
who como in and ask for them. Better hurry for yours!

Iow you can 
decorate 

with stencils

ill

RooMer-Vjinc stencil is quick, easy way to add gaiety 
t«) your kitchen. AboN C, a border of colorful roosters 

strctclies across wall of eiJting area. No intricate razor- 
blade cutting here-just follow instructions on envelope, 

snap out the open areas, and start stenciling!

17POPULAR HOME • March-April, 7959 • sent through courtesy of local firm named on front and back cocers



mi)U

measures 
often stop 

hasement 

dampness A dehumi<lifier in yj 
basement will remove mi 
ture from air and si 
sweating of walls, floor i 
pipes if there's no excesi 
amount of wat(*r presi 
Unit need not be empt 
frequently if set over, 
piped to, u floor drain.

Prevent water from collecting 
along walls with gutters; divert 
the dowTJSpout water at least 6 
ft. from wall. If water cannot 1h‘ 
run to .sewer, mse apron, trough, 
or a buried pipe leading to dry 
well. Slope grade away front 
house and provide a thick cover 
of turf to help drain water away.

FX. Ew THINGS are as 
exasperating to homeowmers 

as wet basements. The 
problem of dampness, 

however, is not confined 
solely to basements; many 

raised-foundation and slab- 
constructed house.s liave 

floors with excessive 
moisture condensation.

• Entire books have been 
devoted to this “wet” problem, 

so the drawings shown here 
couldn’t possibly cover 

everv t\'pe of basement or 
foundation illness. The 

most commonlv-caused problems 
of dampness are illustrated, 

with directions on how to 
cure them. If you have an 

involved problem tlrat reallj’ 
has you baffled, call in 

a professional contractor— 
your Popular Home spoasor, 

named on the cover, can 
probably direct vou to 

a reliable source.

• You can be sure that 
trickling or flowing water 

i.s not going to stop of 
its own accord—so it’s 
wise to act now, and 
get rid of dampness.

Apply Dl RA-Dri roaling with Bbcr 
brush over repaired areas while 
they’re still moist. This, with subse­
quent coating, will conceal dark 
patches. Next, nwisten a 24-in. width 
of wall adjoining floor and apply 
Duba-Dri. Then nioi.sten rest of wall 
and coat from top down including 
prexiously-coated portion. Plug weep 
holes next day, reooat patches.

Fill eraekn and holes except w«*p holes 
with egg-size wads of Dura-Stop ce­
ment compound, starting from top of 
wjUI. Force compound in tightly with 
putty knife, trowel, spoon. Mix small 
amounts; when compound becomes 
cnimbly, mix new batch. \Mierc water 
enters with force, hold wads in place for 
2-3 minutes. Let compound extend be­
yond floor-to-wall groove, bex’el it.

Other measures to kn 
out water arc sometim 
necessary. If water tab 
(ground-water leve 
floods drain lines, the lin 
can’t function unless n 
to sewer at lower level, 
basement floor is crack* 
too badly to repair it ec( 
nomically, replace it. Lt 
waterproofed c'oncrete c 
55-lb. asphalt felt, sealii 
all joints; reinforce coi 
Crete with wire mesh, 
extreme pressure froi 
high water table preven 
making repairs insid< 
lower water level wit 
drain pumps fed froi 
lined holes outside.

(f*
CtlUNG

O
1*^

riATi A 
spONoe 

(KJUfR

WEDGE

PROP

BACKFIOW

VALVE

PAD

75^
DRAIN BACKFLOW-* 4-NORMAL FLOW

Backflow from Acwer through floor drain after 
heavy rains Can be stooped in an emergency 
with pole wedged between plate on ceiling and 
another on sponge-rubber pad o\'er drain (Fig. 
D). For permanent protection, install an auto­
matic backflow valve (Fig. E) in house drain 
near wall where it runs to sewer, \alve closes 
when flow reverses. It should be accessible.

Sixth fn a series on Problem Houscs
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our home’s wet feet by E. R. llaun

sy and effective 
ntrol of water
l••tr,ltiun through 
icrete and ma- 
iry walls is possi- 

by filling holes 
d structural 
cks with quick- 
ting, leak-stop- 
ig Dura-Stop 

compound, 
len, paint the 
11s with Dura- 
II cement coat- 
;; this water-re- 
lent coating arm­
ors firmly in 
somy pores and 
ir-line cracks, 
llow procedure 
iwn at the right.

COMI>OUND 

TO ro>M 
COAI4* COVE

n *.

A* ^hi>

12 . 5»’’ .
^ --.V<5, ' A S .• V

UNDtUCUT--..^ < C»ACK FIOOR *

O O Lo
Vail preparation: enlarge and undercut muxow structural cracks. Easy 
way is to use electrical drill and K- or 5»-in. carbide bit ( Fig. A) to make 
row of holes, removing waste b«‘tw’e<*n them with cold chisel. Undernit 
cracks slightly (Fig. B) to anchor the compound firmly. Where wall-to- 
Hoor joints leak, cut diagonal groove (Fig. C) a foot l>eyond each end 
of leaky portion. Be sure that groove crosses leaky crack. Where water 
spurts through wall, rc*duce its pressure by drilling "wc*ep” holes in wall 
just above flcKir level. In c'oncrete block walls these holes should enter air 
spac-cs of bloc-ks to drain off water inside.

(Dean and mui^len: remove all loose 
mortar and dirt from cracks, voids, wall 
surface. Scrajit- awa> kaxse and defective 
mortar in joints of eoncrete block walls. 
Use brush to clean oul cracks, then spray 
with garden hose to moisten sides oi 
cTaeks. \\Vlting is highly hn|x>rtunt be­
cause it a.ssiires maxiimiin bonding of com­
pound; ri’daiupen cracks as m'cessary.

y- lut STONE
f CRAVEl U-. 1 «0COATING

;dOR SIORINC

lEOCE
41

^mWanE I
GBAVEl''48

CRAVEl
tt» *MAIN THE 

JOINTS 

TOOTING COVERED,

>-(•V' STONE
l<— PLAN VIEW

aterproofing outside of walls keeps 
em dry, protects adjoining wood 
imework from moisture damage. For 
is purpose you can use (1) Dura-Stop 
d Duha-Dri as explain«>d above, (2) 
o 5»-in. coats of iTortland cement plas- 

r with waterproofing added, (3) a wa- 
rtight membrane adhered to wall and 
alcd at joints. Drain tile along footing 
moves coIl«*ction of foundation water.

Dry wellft, wliich should be located 10 to 
15 ft. from the house, may bi* used to col­
lect water from drain tile along lootings 
if discharge of water into house wwer is 
not permitted by local code. Lay tile to 
slopE* 1 in. per ft. and cover joints to kw'p 
out sand. Dry well niay liuve eylinder- 
block walls, not mortared. Fill with coarse 
gravel while placing eartli on outside. 
Earth is kept out with stone and cover.

Window wells provided with drains 
prevent water from eolU'ctiug and 
flowing over sill into basement. 
Deeix'n well and dig 5 to H-ft. trench 
to acx.'oniinodatc drain tile. Set stones 
at ends and cover end in w<-ll with 
gravel. Where backfill around new 
house contains much rotting debris, 
earth ovet it w ill sink—allowing wji- 
ter to i-ollfii; r«‘pl.n-e with ciirth.

CORNER TOWARD 

PREVAILING WINDS
FAN AREA OP

PREVIOUS

CONDENSATION

EDGES 

& LAPS 

SEALED

SHEET

ALUMINUM

ovapor
^etARRiER OR } use 

PERIMETER 

INSULATION
INAOEQUAIf

INSULATION2 TO 4 ' 

lATER OF CRAVEl FURNACE Pin

or crawl i.|>ac«*s —if surface water frequently collects in crawl space, 
-rt.ill drainage tile along footings. Wliere earth is very damp, but water 
r»s not CDlli-et on it, use a viqx)r barrier (Fig. F). 'ITiis is a w-aterproof 
icmbrane such as .5.5-lh. asphalt-saturati'd felt hiid on leveled gravel 
to A in. thick. Supplement this with ade<iuate veiitilatiim. Where ven- 
lation alone imi.st dispnsi' of moist air, four vents should be located at 
;'posite corners (Fig. G). Forced circulation (Fig. II) may eoiiipensiite 
jr inadequate venting; moist air is drawn into pipe from floor level.

Fop slab floors—where condensation 
forms along wall e<Ig<-s of slab floor it is 
inadequat«“ly insulati'd below. To com­
pensate for thi,s, dig dt'cp, narrow tremeh 
along wall and install 24-in. widths of IS 
or 2-iu. use Perinietcr Insulation laid on 
edge. Conceal visilile portions with shtn/t 
ahiniinuni iuk!<t siding and into earth.

FOPVLAR HOME * March-April, 1959 • sent f/irT>«g/i courtenj of local finn nuuu-d on front and hack coven 19



THE SPIRIT of ti'adition runs strong in Pennsylvania, and 
when Mr. and Mrs. John Allen started searching the Phila­

delphia siibtirbs for a “modern traditional” home, they found 
just what they wanted at Knowltonwood in Media, Pa. De­
signed and ])uilt by Arters Brothers, Inc., this house is up-to- 
the-minute with its split-level plan and convenience ideas, but 
is strongly suggestive of Colonial architecture in its street-side 
appearance. From the rear, the hou.se is eontemporary.

Features found to be most desired bv homeowners luve been 
incorporated into this plan. There’s a center entrance hall, 
dining room with exterior door to upper-level patio, eating 
space in kitchen, family room with door to a lower-level terrace, 
extra-large master bedroom, and hvo baths plus lavatory. Each 
room serves its designated purpo.se without the interference of 
cross traffic. The big two-car garage and tlie combination work­
shop utility room give a wealth of general storage space to this 
family-testcMi home.

If you’ve been yearning for a house with some real room 
and an unhurried look, ask vour dealer named on the cover to 
ordcT low-cost blueprints No. PH 16-2B. Here’s your chance 
to return to tradition without sacrificing the easy-maintenance 
benefits of present-day design.

FAMILY-TESTED 
HOME 
NO. PH 162b

oesoNen. arteks brothers, inc.

Uucroxvded space with 

an unhurried look — m

Popular Homers

8c present house
Friendly and invitinK, exterior looks as traditionally American as aiiple pie. White-painted 
brick on front combines with wood hoiird-and-batten siding to provide pleasing textures. 
Pastel Gray roof of USG thick butt asphalt shingles helps reflect heat, keep.s interk)r cool in 
summer. Bowed window, blue-painted shutters further the Colonial effect.

POPC^LAfi IlOStE * March-Aprii, 1959 • sent through courtesy of local -firm named on front and back covers



Ser\e meals in the kitrhen? Certainly! 
Xo need to serve breakfast in the dininj; 
room with this abundant space for fam­
ily-size meals. Wall-hung birch cabinets, 
laminated-plastic counters, vinyl ;islx;s- 
tos flooring are all easily cleaned with a 
damp si>onge. There’s no drutlgery here.

I*lare for je<hmI ronversation—that’s the living room, featured by Colonial fireplace. Ceiling 
and window wall of Reo Top plaster, painted a light ct)Ior, pros idc gmKl contrast for warm 
paneling iiround fireplace; it’s eiisy to achieve an effect such us this with ni*w Chcirywcxx! 
SHEETBtx;K gypsum walllxiard. MardwjMxl flcKirs are left exposed along fireplace wall.

PHOTOCBAPHV; 1.J&ANT1 INC. 

DATA: ML'CUAl. MANXA ItEDNEB 

ACCEasOfUE): !.\OW|)EXb, l.NC.

Umi LfVU

MASTER
BATH
O

DINING
UiU

MASTER BEDROOM 
|]>KKITCHEN

UiU

►I BATH
n’-O'ON

BEDROOMLIVING ROOM
Ui2l

HALL
ID>13BEDROOM

ItilS

4>l
4UK

LAV

RECREATION ROOM 
29VtiJ} Surprise in bark! From rear the house 

looks strictly modern. Terrace strrtches 
length of family room, which is just a 
.stc*p through door. A favorite spot of 
Mrs. Allen’s, terrace is quickly cleaned 
with broom or hose. Note interesting 
pattern of windows and strong liorizou- 
tal line of blue-painted panels.

IGARAGE
T3i27

RlAUNDRVUTlCITY
21 tl] B

1
LOWER UVEl

NiZK ur mouse:
1.4S6 «Q. FT. <vAch level) 
28,781 cu. XT. continued on next p<ige
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Door !iid**liicht!>, louvered closet doors, and lijjhtinR fixturePAST &
all help create colonial atmosphere in c-entrul entrance hall.

PRESENT Plaster ceiling is painted Gardenia White to match white
woodwork, and contrasts pi isantly ith beige w'alls. Entiree wHOUSE house is insulated with Rku Top insulating wooL

(continued)

is tlic spot for games, tclc\ision. StairsFuniily room
lead down from centra! entrance hall. Natural-finished
door at foot of stairs is to powd<’r nxmi, white-painted
door leads to terrace. Ri-:i> Top plaster walls and ceiling

were given a sand-finish texture. Basclward heating
duets run below window.

Geni‘rou!<'si/.rd dining riMtiii can easily accommodate eight
to twelve guests for dinner. Dining r(x>m is visually separated
from living room by change of wall treatment, cascKl beam

itio—idealrunning across ceiling Door leads to >ipixr-levt 1 Pi
place for adult entertainment while children play downstairs.

Southland OasisPan UK HOME’S
BEDROOM

a ■ It

F iRST Bl'iLT in P)1 Pa.so. Texits. the Southland OasLs was
designed for a hot climate, a small lot. and a c<»nservative

building budget. Only 32 feet wide \^■ith(nIt the carport, the house
fits ea.sily.on u fjO-f<K)t lot. with ample room for a patio. It DEN-OtNIHG

15 I I*
takes advantage of the south sun, but shuts out tlie western
glare. It hjis u large kitchen sandv\ichcd Ix'tween a comfortable BEtMOOM VMCm m\2 J

,r f
- KITCHEN ,n

living r<.w>m and versatile den-dining rufim, Tliree iK'drtmms,
double bath, and hallfiil of do.sets complete the design.

7Low-cost building blueprints arc available through the helpful rt.
uPdealer named on the cover. .\sk him to order Plan No. PM I4-8C porch;

CARPORT(not a\uiluhle with [)a.seim*nt). and vou can relax in votir own oasLs! j?i» LIVINCEJ nutit li

I''‘Nm.v-TK.sTni Pi.AN nu, PH 1 l-HC 
' nni avaitiMc with lnis<‘iii<'iit ' 
sjZK. OK iiot^M : 1UU4 Sq. Ft.. 1 1.5K Cu. Ft, I ••xcliiclinK cur|v>rt I
AKi HITKf TS- <-AIU,ANU A Illl.l.l-.s, A.I.A.

NOTTri'.; TIu' fnllowins fruili'mnrks are tiwm-il imd-'or 
|•(“lrlst<Tl‘<l liy tin- United Slutes GvpNuni Company In the 
U. S. Patent 0(l)<v, and are iixed in this iiulilieiilion to 
di.slirninisli the Indti'iited imidmits mniiulaL'tuied only hy 
this eomiiniiy; USC. i Vuirdi'Oiiiri. insnlatinu tile, inetnl 
liisKliiejs. slii-iithini;. iiisulatioii bimrd. usphult Hhinxles). 
.Siiia-i'iuH.K I KypMim wallboard ). Pitu Tdi' (phister, in- 
Milulimi wooli, Baxiioiui igyiisiini linckinu bonrdi. 
Tpxoi.itk I paint prodnctsl. Di ha-Stoi’ (tvnieiit wm- 
pmmd), Di.'Ua-Diu ioomeiit ciiuliniU.



fashion
rated

: colors in

America's best-dressed rooms are wearing them!
Now, you can select colors with an eye toward fashion. Choose from the lovely 
new pastel shades in Thkolite interior or exterior paints—so striking. V(k;ue 
magazine calls them. "Fresh strokes of fashion . . . applied by the painter’s brush."

Inspired by fashions of the day. these refreshingly new colors complement 
your dress, reflect your personality . . . say so much about your good taste, 
your fashion-awareness, your aj)pre<'iation of all that’s go<xl in modern living.

Makeyoar home truly fashionable. Ask your Texolite dealer about new Fashion 
Rated Colors for rooms and masonry surfaces. They’re quick-drying paints 
. . . easy to apply with brushy roller or spray. See your dealer soon!

For fashion in color it's Tf.XoutF.. see the DKALK/i who Hisplays this signT. M. Rpr. n.S. Cat. Off.
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One to 0 Family
Local

Right now we carry our largest stock of quality
materials—right when you are thinking of home re­
modeling and repair. We’ll help you with plans . . .
advice on how to do the job ... selection of materials
. . . finding a reliable contractor.

Come in now—you’ll find everything you need for
your interior or exterior project. Let us kelp!

The C. H. Moore Co.
We Help You Build 

Phone Overland 4-2771 
StafFord Springs,Conn.
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