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AN INVESTMENT
IN THE
PROFESSION

Mark R. Johnson, FAIA, AIBD

Whirlpool Corporation has always
invested in programs that support
building and design professionals. But
in recent years, Whirlpool has stepped
up its investment in programs that
specifically support the architectural
community. Architects will have the
opportunity to see the results of this
investment firsthand at the 2004 AIA
National Convention in Chicago.

Education

One major area of interest is Whirlpool’s
investment in educational programs
tailored for architects and designers. In
Chicago, Whirlpool will be the first-
ever sponsor of the convention’s entire

Continuing Education Curriculum.

EVENTS OF INTEREST

AIA/CES Registered Provider

Conference & CES Marketplace

AIA National Convention

June 8-9, 2004 McCormick Place
go, 11

Contact Beverly Holton at

bholton(@aia.org

Or Www.alaconvention.com

AIBD National Convention
July 28-August 1, 2004

Omni Shoreham Hotel
Washington, DC

Contact Bobbi Morgan at

bobbi@aibd.org or www.aibd.org

004 Padgett & Co.
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But our commitment to professional

education doesn'’t stop there. Three
exclusive educational programs will be
offered right in the Whirlpool booth.
These courses will be conducted
eighteen times throughout the AIA
Convention, so there will be plenty

of opportunities for attendees to sit

in and learn. What's more, each course
will be worth one quarter unit

towards your CES requirement.

Thought leadership

Whirlpool Corporation has also
made a commitment to facilitate a
dialog on important design topics.
So in the Whirlpool booth, we will
be connecting architects and designers
with some of the industry’s respected
thought-leaders including author and
columnist, Katherine Salant, and
award-winning designer, Charlie
Lazor of Blu Dot Furniture. We
welcome them to the conference to
share their knowledge and expertise

with the design community.

Product innovation

It takes a passion for innovation to
consistently develop leading-edge
appliance designs. Whirlpool continually
strives to craft original products with

the features, feel and experience to

exceed your clients’ expectations.
Our global design program is just
one commitment to this end. At the
AIA Convention, you'll have the
opportunity to view some of the
latest product innovations from our

international design studios.

For example, attendees will see the
new KitchenAid"* Pro Line™ Series,
the Whirlpool® Family Studio and
Gladiator™ Garage Works. These
product lines push the boundaries of
appliance and home design, providing
a new range of design options for the

kitchen, laundry room and garage.

Insideadvantage.com

We'll also be launching new online
tools for architects and designers

at the convention. Whirlpool and
KitchenAid brand’s specification
writing tools, online education
offerings, and a courtesy discount
program for architects’ personal

use will all be unveiled at our
booth #1421.

We look forward to seeing you in
Chicago. I'll be there and would
welcome the opportunity to meet
you and tell you more about our

programs designed around you.

Mark R. Johnson, FAIA, AIBD
Manager, Architectural and Design Marketing
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~ Truly visionary.
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KitchenAid brand.

In a word,

Orioinal

insideadvantage.com

Faucet not included.

“With the briva® in-sink
dishwasher, I have a sink and
dishwasher in one.”

The briva® in-sink dishwasher goes far beyond washing dishes. It’s great

for parties, as a second dishwasher and for small kitchens and wet bars.
The briva” in-sink dishwasher lets you offer homeowners something
new that shows oft their originality and helps in the kitchen.

Let KitchenAid brand be a part of your well-dressed kitchen.

800-253-3977.
KitchenAid

APPLIANCES

POWERFUL BRANDS ¢ INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS
Circle no. 342 CONSUMER INSIGHT * TARGETED SERVICES



Applications
To Satisfy Your
Design Requirements

STRONG-WALI®
SHEARWALL

Garage Portal, First Floor and
Now Second Floor Walls!

* ICBO ES PFC-5485
* INCREASED LATERAL RESISTANCE

* QUALITY-CONTROLLED
MANUFACTURING

e FLEXIBLE DESIGN OPTIONS

e EASY INSTALLATION

EE ®
Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. Visit our website:

800-999-5099 .
www.simpsonstrongwall.com

2= The World's “No-Equal” Structural Connector Company



residential architect / may 2004

ontents

from the editor..page 11
|ettefS..page 15

home front..page 20
Koenig passes / Mockbee remembered / Green books / Calendar /
AIA Award Winners / Virtual tools / Peaceful habitats / In harmony with Mies

perspective..page 37

The Congress of Residential Architects lays its foundation.

practice..page 43

The sensible and sensitive approach to working with your clients.

cover story:

residential architect design awards 2004..page 55
From 780 entries, the judges of the fifth annual residential architect Design
Awards chose 24 winners in 10 categories and one Project of the Year.

by Meghan Drueding, Cheryl Weber; Nigel F. Maynard, and Shelley D. Hutchins

project of the year..page 56

Lake/Flato Architects takes top prize for its Lake Austin residence.
custom / 3,500 square feet or less..page 60
Grand award: Bohlin Cywinski Jackson

Grand award: Roger Ferris + Partners

Merit award: Koning Eizenberg Architecture

Merit award: Estes/Twombly Architects

custom / more than 3,500 square feet..page 70
Grand award: Burks Toma Architects

renovation..page 74

Grand award: Herbert Lewis Kruse Blunck Architecture

Merit award: Bohlin Cywinski Jackson

Merit award: Randy Brown Architects

Merit award: Reader & Swartz Architects

multifamily..page 86

Grand award: Jonathan Segal, FATA

Merit award: Lehrer Architects LA

Merit award: MBH Architects

single-family production / detached..page 95
Merit award: Donald Powers Architects

single-family production / attached..page 98
Grand award: Kevin deFreitas Architects

Merit award: Jonathan Segal, FATA

affordable..page 104

Grand award: Studio E Architects

Merit award: Studio E Architects

Merit award: Koning Eizenberg Architecture

kitchen..page 113

Merit award: Archimania

bath..page 116

Grand award: Herbert Lewis Kruse Blunck Architecture

: \ %
- > N Merit award: Lundberg Design
RN ‘\\\ Me ; g £
) “‘PA NN judges’ awards..page 123

Merit award: Sasaki Associates
Merit award: Muse Architects

Bohlin Cywinski Jackson won a grand award for The Point House,
Montana, in the custom / more than 3,500 square feet category. end quo te..page 144
Photo by Nic Lehoux. Cover portrait of Lake/Flato by Danny Turner. ~ Bernard Maybeck’s 1904 Gates House.

residential architect / may 2004 5




Looking to take your architectural
designs in new directions? Discover
the almost endless assortment of
custom grille options that are
available from Weather Shield

Windows and Doors.

Thanks to Weather Shield's unique
FocusEngineeringTM process, we
provide a variety of options including
airspace grilles, perimeter grilles,
simulated divided lite (SDL) or true
divided lite (TDL) in a variety of
standard or custom patterns and
profiles. You can even specify TDL
muntin bars comprised of two

different wood species.

Compare that to the majority of
window and door companies
offering stick grilles that can easily
break, are difficult to maintain, and
are only available in one or two

profiles. Which would you prefer?

FocusEngineering is what makes

us different from everyone else.
Don't settle for less. Call us today at
1-800-477-6808. Demand better.

Compromise nothing. Want more.

Circle no. 49

www.weathershield.com/RA
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" UNCHARTED TERRITORY

FOCUS + ENGINEERING = MORE
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Easy To Live

It’s the little things that count - and no one knows that better
than the people at Reward Wall Systems. So, you may be surprised
to learn that our insulating concrete forms may not only deliver
the protection of steel-reinforced concrete walls, but they also
casily accommodate the features that make your house livable -
like pictures, window coverings and towel racks — without any
special tools or training. So, you can quickly make a house a

Only Reward

Delivers the most complete line of ICF building
materials— and construction building code approvals
L]

Offers the industry’s only “drop-and-go”
ledge reinforcement system
L]

Features a truly pre-assembled,
reversible ICF form

home.

Find out more when you contact us at:

1-800-468-6344 ext. 1708

or visit us at www.rewardwalls.com

S REWARD

WaLL SysTEMS
Build Different. Build Better.™

C
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@ 2004 Knauf Insulation GmbH
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JETSTREAM

FIBER GLASS BLOWING INSULATION

Crews will blow through their
jobs at jet speed with new

Jet Stream Blowing Insulation
from Knauf. Engineered with
state-of-the-art technology,
this low-dust, high-performance
insulation takes installation
efficiency to new heights.

For more information on

Jet Stream, call Knauf Insulation
at (800) 825-4434 ext. 8300 or
you can visit our Web site at
www.KnaufUSA.com.

knauf

“This is my insulation.”®
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COME AND GO,
but a LANDMARK
ENDURES.

With the timeless beauty of
natural wood shake, Landmark TL™ from
CertainTeed is a standout in any setting.

Constructed from three laminated layers

of asphalt roofing material that ranks

among the industry’s most rugged,

this is one shingle that will attract the eye and
repel the elements for years to come. And it has a
lifetime, limited transferable warranty* to prove it.

So when you're ready to make a lifelong
commitment to quality, call 1-800-233-8990
or visit www.certainteed.com

111
cettes | | ANDIVARK TL

Celebrating a Century

of Building America =
5 CertairleedH

= Quality made certain. Satisfaction guaranteed.

*See actual warranty for details and limitations.
Made under U.S, Pat. 4,729,814; 4,775,440 and

B1 4,869,942, Other pat. pending.
© 2004 CertainTeed Corporation



from the editor

reinventing the american house

we’re going to do it; it needs to be done.

by s. claire conroy

= or the same reason
Hollywood chooses to
invest in “Terminator
XII: Return of the Robotic
Arm,” mass-market home
builders gravitate to time-
tested designs: They sold
before; likely they’ll sell
again. So much money goes
into bringing houses to
market, so much financial
burden to bear, it’s no won-
der builders are risk
adverse. And so they aim
for the perceived main-
stream with designs that are
only slightly tweaked over
the years. They cling to
conventional wisdom as if
their lives depended on it. |
think their future liveli-
hoods demand a change.
Ah, conventional wisdom.
It certainly is conventional,
but how wise is it really?
The problem is it only looks
back, it never looks forward.
Their heads locked in an
over-the-shoulder gaze,
builders don’t see the
oncoming train ahead of
them. And it’s no steam-
puffing Iron Horse, it’s a
sleek, bullet-shaped
Maglev. We need some new
housing solutions for the
middle class and we need
them soon. There are buy-
ers in the pipeline, living in

edgy loft apartments or
thumbing through “Design
Within Reach” catalogs
while updating their Cape
Cods, who are ready for
something much cooler
looking. Although they
may be living in Cape
Cods, they’re buying MINI
Coopers. They’ve got Aeron
chairs tucked under their
Euro-style computer desks.
They’ve got flat-screen
HDTVs on George Nelson
benches. Their appliances
are stainless steel and their
kitchen cabinets are IKEA.
If they can’t afford real
Alvar Aalto stools, they’ve
bought the knock-offs at
Target. This isn’t a steam
engine, it’s a steamroller
heading straight for the
home building industry.
The industrial design sec-
tor has figured out that good
looks sell—especially if you
make them affordable. Put
the red coffeemaker next
to the beige-colored one
and people will grab some
color. If something not only
looks better but functions
better, like OXO kitchen
utensils, it’s a home run.
I'm convinced that Ameri-
cans are tired of living in
the land of the bland. I'm
certain if a product offers a
functional improvement,
design finesse, and a good

residential architect / may 2004

value, it will sell like hot-
cakes. BMW can’t make
enough MINIs to satisfy
demand, because the com-
pany addressed all three of
these factors from the get-
go. The car is incredibly
fun to drive, it’s great look-
ing, and it doesn’t cost an
arm and a leg. It’s also
decently fuel-efficient, a
Low Emissions Vehicle,
and crash-tests well for its
size. A terrific product
from all angles. Why don’t
we have houses as cool as
this car?

Well, after years of com-
plaining about this problem,
we at residential architect
are planning to do a few
things to help. Stay tuned
for more information about

Mark Robert Halper

our upcoming symposium,
Reinvention 2004, where
we’ll assemble leaders in
design, construction, and
academia to redesign the
American house. You are,
by the way, invited to attend
and contribute. And turn to
page 37, where you’ll find
the manifesto for a new
alliance of residential archi-
tects. They’ll join us at
Reinvention 2004, and
together we’ll take on the
status quo.

Comments? Call: 202.736.
3312; write: S. Claire
Conroy, residential architect,
One Thomas Circle, N.W.,
Suite 600, Washington, D.C.
20005; or e-mail:

cconroy @hanleywood.com.

www.residentialarchitect.com
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“CRANEBOARD
CHANGED MY MIND.

THEN | CHANGED
THE SPECS.”

PRESIDENT, SHOWCASE HOMES

[ ED KRISTENSEN ]

“Our new Windsor community is located in New Albany, OH, one of
Columbus’s most prestigious suburbs. It’s a multi-year project, and | want
the first home to still look new when we build the last one. Fiber cement was

Tiples Double 7 specified, but | knew two or three years down

Then | saw CraneBoard® Solid Core Siding®
CraneBoard more closely resembles wood
than other products. It’s guaranteed maintenance-
3 free—for the life of the home. It’s solid. It’s stately. It
saves energy and deadens sound. In the end, it wasn’t me that convinced
New Albany’s tough architectural review board to agree to a spec change for

all of Windsor’s 368 homes. It was CraneBoard.” Circle no. 208

Nothing else is Solid Core." Nothing else is CraneBoard.

CRANE:IO3]
SOLID CORE SYSTEM

@' A CranePlartics Company

Made in America | Call 1-800-366-8472 or visit us at www.cranesiding.com




Ty

1/
,.r{'/,‘/ 7y
i
!l /\ ."; AT

/f'f{//'w /
ik k4
)

Circle no. 225




letters

keep those cards, letters, and e-mails coming.

tall tales

~ would like to thank you
for publishing my letter
in your August 2003
issue (“An Edge to
Grind,” page 15). I have
received a number of sup-
portive—and some critical
—responses to the letter,
and I was even contacted by
a few former classmates I
had not heard from since
attending architecture
school.

Although you coura-
geously decided to print the
letter in its entirety, a key
point about the stairs got
lost in the translation. It was
actually the spiral stair that I
described as being “both
gratuitous and dangerous.”

Nonetheless, I very much
appreciate having been
extended the privilege to
express my viewpoint.

James Horner
James Horner and
Associates

New York City

© am responding to James
Horner’s scathing
rebuke of the Tower
House (“An Edge to
Grind,” August 2003,
page 15). For one who uses
such nonsensical doubles-
peak as “the application of
abstraction initiates form
which is modulated by
environment and purpose”
on his firm’s home page,
Mr. Horner is highly critical

residential architect / may 2004

of the comments of
the jury. Perhaps
Mr. Horner could
use a lesson in
semantics himself.

As a young
architectural intern I
continually struggle
to decipher the lan-
guage of this pro-
fession. I know that
most people are
somewhat at a loss
when it comes to
describing architec-
ture in words. And I
know that the sense
of place and the feelings
evoked by a building can
never adequately be put into
words, especially by a com-
petition jury. To me, the
Tower House evokes many
feelings, none of which is
the feeling that the building
lacks craftsmanship.

I hold this house up as a
successful example of the
“less is more” philosophy
and a good example of min-
imalist design. It is ideally
suited to the occupant who
does not need an extra
2,000 square feet of space
in which to put his belong-
ings, sees an extra water
closet as wasteful, and
(hard as it is to believe) is
willing and physically able
to climb a flight of stairs to
get to the bathroom. You'll
do more climbing on the
stair machine in a single
visit to the gym than you
will by living in this house

William Kildow

for a week.

It will always be “clever”
to live within your means
and consume less than you
contribute in society. Per-
haps Mr. Horner cannot tell
from the floor plan that the
travel distance to walk
down two flights of stairs in
the Tower House is less
than the distance from the
breakfast nook to the four-
car garage in the majority
of obscenely over-scaled
homes produced today.

I tore out the picture of
the Tower House and taped
it up on the wall next to my
desk. This is a house I
would live in. Isn’t that, ulti-
mately, the key criterion in a
jury member’s decision?

Peter Burr

Architectural Intern
Yergensen, Obering &
Whittaker Architects
Colorado Springs, Colo.

where are we
headed?

= ake a look around you
in the new residential
areas and even the
existing desirable sub-
rurbs where the old is
being torn down and
replaced with McMansions.
These are the 3,000- to
5,000-square-foot resi-
dences with their pseudo-
Romanesque or French
chateau looks. And there are
towns such as Celebration,
Fla., with its turn-of-the-
century look and its seldom
used front porches—all a
novelty brought to us by
Disney. What’s going on?
We seem to be more
caught up with fantasy
than with reality.

Modern architecture dis-
tanced itself from the self-
indulgent, the dishonest,
and, with some flights of
fancy, tried to develop a
rational approach to the
design of our dwellings.
The approach was more in
keeping with our lifestyles,
technology, and modern
building techniques. In
recent years our nostalgia
and perhaps our fear of
this Brave New World has
pushed us into a fetal posi-
tion—longing for something
more familiar, something
we understood from our
ancestral past, despite the
fact that it has no relevance
today.

continued on page 16

www.residentialarchitect.com
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AZEK"
INSPIRES

Victorian Style in
High Places

Robert O’Brien, AlA, of
Hampstead, MD, seeks
low-maintenance materials
for his architectural designs,
in addition to products
that promote safety. For this
picturesque Victorian style
home in Carroll County, MD,
he specified AZEK for all
of the frieze boards. “l am
delighted with AZEK for a
variety of reasons,” he said.
O’Brien wanted the trim
areas to be durable and
stand up to the elements
and insects while addressing
his safety concerns. For the
high places on the Victorian,
O’Brien stated “l wanted a
product that would require
minimal upkeep and fewer
trips up and down a ladder.”
Using AZEK makes his
projects look great and
helps keep his clients safe.

Have You Been Inspired by AZEK?2
Do you have an AZEK project to
share? We'd love to hear about it!
Email us ot info@azek.com and
include photos! Your project just
might end up as an AZEK Inspiration!

TRIMBOARDS

www.azek.com ¢ (877) ASK-AZEK
(877) 275-2935

© 2004 Vycom Corporation, Moosic, PA

letters

What happened? Like it
or not, we are still feeling
the after-effects of the Cold
War and McCarthyism.
During the early 1960s,
architecture came under
scrutiny by reactionary
forces within and on the
periphery of a government
that began to view urban
planning, urban renewal,
and Modern architecture as
leftist in nature. All of sud-
den, Mies van Der Rohe,
Walter Gropius, and others
who came to the United
States to escape Nazism
were being attacked again
for their progressive views,
and all sorts of social ills
were laid at the feet of
Modern architecture. Every-
thing—including drug use
and promiscuity—somehow
became associated with it.
“Modern” became a bad
word.

If the critics looked
deeper, however, they
would realize that what
really brought us to this
point was the entire indus-
trial revolution, which was
not spawned by the aristoc-
racy in power at the time
but by the desire of the
merchant, the manufactur-
er, and the average person
to better the standard and
quality of life. It was
brought about by progres-
sive ideas and by the desire
for social change. Many
such merchants and manu-
facturers grew wealthy
and spawned a new aristoc-
racy that became compla-
cent. The average person,
however, has maintained
these views of progress
and constantly strives for

improvement. During

the Cold War, these ideals
became mistakenly con-
fused with communism,
and anyone who held
these progressive notions
was labeled a communist.
Today we are seeing the
result of that confusion in
the shunning of Modernism
or anything that seems too
progressive or liberal.
Thus, without even realiz-
ing it, we are turning our
backs on many of the
qualities that made us

the envy of the world.

The most visible result

is in our choice of architec-
ture with a backward view.
Until we begin to realize
this and rid ourselves of
this self-imposed, self-
conscious manner in which
we have arrived at our
current position, we will
fall behind those in Europe
and Asia. Unlike us, they
do not have this lingering
aftershock of the Cold War
and McCarthyism holding
them back, something that
is evident in the architec-
ture now being produced
on those continents. And
they never got caught up in
post-Modernism and in the
reaction to Modern archi-
tecture to the extent to
which the United States
has.

When we rediscover the
roots of our Modernism,
perhaps we can come to
an acceptance of Modern
architecture for our
residences.

Philip Lembo, ALA,
NCARB
Clearwater, Fla.
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Island Design & Building Company, Boca Grande, FL SAME

Robert M. Ryan, Homeowner

The future of trim is cellular pve and AZEK
Trimboards is the #1 brand.

With unequalled Uniformity, Durability,
Workability and Beauty, AZEK trim products
are the perfect replacement for wood in all

non-stress bearing applications.

Available in boards, sheets, cornerboards,

and beadboard, AZEK fits all of your trim
Gulf Coast Contracting Boca Grande, FL

needs. Visit your AZEK Dealer today to see

the future of trim in AZEK Traditional and

Frontier textures. You, and your customers,

will be glad you did! In fact, in a recent sur- E i ok
ircle no.

vey, 98% of contractors that have installed "

AZEK stated they will use AZEK again.... T R ' M B O A R D S Srdlaiin

Now that’s satisfaction! (877) ASK-AZEK

© 2004 Vycom Corporation Moosic, PA (877) 275-2935




A window, like a human face, has its own profile. Because we‘




eate a distinctive, one-of-a-kind window with

From customized casing to a standard double hung, we build windows and doors to your exact MARVI N "9
S|

specifications. Visit www.marvin.com or call 1-800-236-9690 (in Canada, 1-800-263-616]. ~ Windows and Doors

©2002 Maryin Windows and Doors: All rights reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors Made {or you.°
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home front

tips and trends from the world of residential design

modern master

ven someone without the slightest interest in architecture knows
the work of Pierre Koenig, FAIA. His Case Study Houses #21

(1959) and especially #22 (1960) have reached icon status, rep-

resenting in films and in print everything from post—World War II
optimism to the mythic glamour of Los Angeles.
But #21 and #22 are only part of the legacy Koenig

left to architecture when he died of leukemia on April

4, at the age of 78. He taught at the University of
Southern California for 40 years, assembling an ardent
fan base of both students and peers. “He had a follow-
ing among students which you would not believe,”
says his friend Julius Shulman, the architectural pho-

tographer who took the most famous shots of Koenig’s

il 5

Courtesy Gloria Koenig

work. And he designed 50 steel-framed buildings that
display an unwavering commitment to Modernism, through its popular ups and
downs. Many of the ideas he explored—passive cooling techniques, industrial materi-
als, and prefabricated building elements—still seem fresh and relevant today.

The precocious Koenig designed and built his first house in 1950 while in archi-
tecture school at USC and was still working on residential projects at the time of his
death. “He was very collaborative; his houses have created a wonderful, loyal group

of clients,” says Shulman. “Every home he did always worked.”"—meghan drueding
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Just a few years into his
practice, Koenig designed
Case Study Houses #21
(above) and #22 (left),
both in the Hollywood Hills.
Their daring, experimental
designs set a tone of inno-
vation that he continued
throughout his career.

“he was very
collaborative; his
houses have created
a wonderful, loyal
group of clients™
julius shulman,

hon. faia

remembering mockbee

Ithough architect, educator, ‘l q 0

and MacArthur winner Samuel l“ l/ \ * ,‘,

Mockbee died three years ago, “' h'. / \\ QS‘ g‘"
he’s anything but forgotten. He
received a posthumous Gold Medal '| ,"I" ’I/, ',/
from the American Institute of Archi- g 47 #
tects this year. And this month a travel- /
ing exhibit of his work with Auburn 9 /7044 b 14 , ’
University’s Rural Studio launches at
the National Building Museum in
Washington, D.C. The show surveys
the inspiring homes and public struc-
tures he and his students designed for
the poor citizens of Hale County, Ala.

“His work and what he did at the

Rural Studio epitomize what we think
the Building Museum is about,” says

i "h ’, /

Chrysanthe Broikos, a curator at the Timothy Hursley
museum and coordinator of the exhibit. “The work  photographs of Rural Studio projects completed
and the architecture are for the people and the before and after his death. Also on display are
community.” paintings by Mockbee, who believed that his

The exhibit, “Samuel Mockbee and the Rural “architecture, teaching, and painting are all inter-
Studio: Community Architecture,” includes woven into one fabric.” The exhibit is on view from

sketches, notebooks, models, and more than 100 May 22 to Sept. 6.—nigel f. maynard

dumb no more

espite the growing green architecture
movement, there remains an information
gap for would-be practitioners. Hoping to
fill that void, architect Jason F. McLennan
recently founded Ecotone Publishing, a book pub-
lishing company he believes is the first in North
America devoted exclusively to green design.

“There are good sources [on green architecture] out there, but there needs to be
more,” says McLennan, a principal specializing in sustainable design consulting
at BNIM Architects in Kansas City, Mo. “Information is needed in a lot of
areas, but it’s probably more needed on the process of green design than in the products that go into
them.”

To get the venture started, McLennan has penned Ecotone’s first two books, The Philosophy of
Sustainable Design and The Dumb Architect’s Guide to Glazing Selection. But Ecotone will solicit
books from other authors in 2005, including further installments in the Dumb Architect’s series. For
more information about Ecotone Publishing visit www.ecotonedesign.com.—n.f.m.
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Architecturally perfect
Crown System alignment

Only the patent-pending Crown System achieves perfect and proper
architectural alignment of the balusters with the rake of the rail to
offer great visual architectural style.

Visit www.crownheritage.com for more details. Or call 1.800.745.5931.
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calendar

~
green tent design t.E
competition
registration due: july 30
deadline: august 11

A

Ecoshack, a green design laboratory, hosts a competi-
tion to design environmentally sustainable camping
shelters or “green tents.” Winners will be awarded
cash prizes, and prototypes will be built and displayed
in Joshua Tree, Calif., during the High Desert Test
Sites event Oct. 23-24. Open to architects, designers,
artists, students, and campers. Call 323.463.5291 for
details or visit www.greententcompetition.com.

ecohouse 2 student design
competition

deadline: august 31

Last year’s challenge drew more than 100 entries
from 30 countries. Any student or group of students
from an architecture school may enter ideas for a
three-bedroom ecohouse that’s comfortable, doesn’t rely
heavily on fossil fuels, and can withstand both winter
and summer extremes. For entry information e-mail
tia@brookes.ac.uk or see www.architecturalpress.com.

ambiance design
competition
deadline: october 31

MBIANCE.

LIGHTING SYSTEMS

>

The first Ambiance Design Competition will recognize
architects, lighting consultants, and other industry pros
who’ve speced Ambiance low-voltage lighting systems
in their applications. Prize money up to $2,500 will

be awarded. Call 856.764.0500, ext.7443, or visit
www.ambiancelightingsystems.com to submit entries.

NATIONAI
BUILDING
MUSEUM

spotlight on design
may 10-17
national building museum, washington, d.c.

This lecture series brings architects from around the world
to talk about what they do. Among the scheduled speakers
are Lord Richard Rogers, discussing sustainable design;
South Africa-born Lindy Roy, presenting her contempo-
rary commercial and residential work; and Phoenix-based
Will Bruder, showing his award-winning portfolio, which
includes the Riddell residence in Wilson, Wyo. For dates
and times, call 202.272.2448 or go to www.nbm.org.

www.residentialarchitect.com

yves klein: air architecture
may 12-august 29
mak center for art and architecture, west hollywood, calif.

Exhibited for the first
time in the United
States are the conceptu-
| al designs French artist
Yves Klein produced in
1959 in collaboration
with architect Claude
Parent. Klein envi-
sioned a utopia of climate-controlled dwellings, con-
sisting of compressed air walls, roof, and furniture,
where people could live naked in direct contact with
their environment. An accompanying exhibition publi-
cation collects many of Klein’s writings in their first
English language translations. Call 323.651.1510 for
museum hours or visit www.makcenter.org.

Yves Klein

great chicago places and spaces
may 21-23

Great Conversations:

25 Years of the Pritzker
Architecture Prize
features renowned
Chicago-based architect
Stanley Tigerman kick-
ing off a celebration of

. 5 : Courtesy Tigerman McCurry
Chicago’s architectural Architects

gems. Architect and

designer-led tours of buildings, structures, homes,
parks, neighborhoods, and hidden treasures are open to
residents and visitors. All events are free. For festival

details, call 877.CHICAGO or go to www.cityofchicago.
org/specialevents.

continuing exhibits

Envisioning Architecture: Drawings from The
Museum of Modern Art, through June 27, National
Building Museum, Washington, D.C., 202.272.2448;
Archigram, through July 4, Design Museum, London,
011.44.870.833.9955; Yves Béhar Fuseproject,
through Oct. 3, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art,
415.357.4000; Unbuilt Chicago, through Jan. 16, Art
Institute of Chicago, 312.443.3600; Right at Home,
through Jan. 17, Smithsonian American Art Museum’s
Renwick Gallery, Washington, D.C. Call
202.357.2700.
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home front

calendar

teton green building conference
june 24
jackson lake lodge, grand teton national park, wyo.

Seminars and exhibitions will address implementation
of the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED certifica-
tion program. Green building methods and materials
that work well in colder climates will also be present-
ed. Call 970.328.6449 for more details or visit
www.tetongreenbuilding.com.

2003 mid-atlantic sustainability
conference

june 4-7

war memorial and masonic temple, trenton, n.j.

Session topics include clean energy, LEED principles
and practical applications, designing green for multi-
family and affordable housing, best green practices for
home retrofits, and the future of residential green
building. To register call 413.774.6051 or go to
www.nesea.org/buildings/be/nj.

best in housing awards dinner
june 11
mid-america club, chicago

26

Winners of the 2004 Cus-
ToM HOME and residential
architect design awards
competitions will be pre-
sented at this dinner held
during the AIA national
convention. Shown here is
the Eleventh Street resi-
dence by Koning Eizenberg
Architecture, Santa Monica,
Calif., winner of residential architect’s design awards
merit prize in the custom / 3,500 square feet or less cate-
gory. Call 888.584.5665 to make reservations.

Benny Chan/Fotoworks

raic festival of architecture
june 16-19
quebec city

The Royal Architectural Institute of Canada hosts its
annual architecture festival in the World Heritage Site
of Quebec City. Call 613.241.3600 or register online at
www.raic.org.

www.residentialarchitect.com

cnu xii
june 24-27
chicago

The Congress for New Urbanism convenes its 12th
congress to address community planning. This year’s
theme, “Blocks, Streets, and Buildings Today: The
New City Beautiful,” focuses on ways to create small-
scale projects that meet aesthetic, environmental, and
social ideals. For more specifics, call 800.788.7077 or
£0 to www.cnu.org.

world renewable energy congress viii
august 29-september 3

denver

Vil
Hundreds of attendees are s E""”*n%
expected to attend this biannual & Ak
congress held in conjunction at

with the Energy Technology Expo.

Low-energy architecture and building technology sem-
inars will cover a broad range of renewable energy
sources, among them solar, geothermal, wind biomass,
and marine energy. For additional information call
303.275.3781 or go to www.nrel.gov/wrec.

reinvention 2004
december 6-8
los angeles, calif.

What'’s next for the American
single-family house? residential
architect’s first symposium gath-
ers industry leaders to brainstorm, develop, and plan the
livable, lovable house of the future. This isn’t Jetson’s
fantasy; it’s real thinking about what the next generation
of homeowners will want and buy. Seminars address
issues of sustainability, notable ideas of the past, and cut-
ting-edge ideas of the present. A design charrette will
bring together the best thinking to generate The Next
American House prototype.

Special Bonus Event: Introducing the first Congress of
Residential Architects. This new organization of special-
ists in single-family residential architecture launches its
first forum on The State of Residential Architecture
immediately following Reinvention 2004. For registration
details, call 888.584.5665, fax 202.624.1766, or e-mail
reinvention2004 @hanleywood.com.

—shelley d. hutchins

Reinvention=Jk
N
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home front

homage
to housing

ow in its fourth year, the

AIA Housing PIA Awards
Program has announced the win-
ners of its 2004 competition.
More than 150 entrants were
reviewed by jury chair Gita Deyv,
FAIA, Dev Architects, San Fran-
cisco, and members Alberto
Cardenas, AIA, Domenech Hicks

& Krockmalnic, Boston; Jane

W B WS

i RSN A (e

Kolleeny, Architectural Record,

Paul Warchol Photography

Architect Robert M. Gurney fused traditional agrarian forms with contemporary lines and materials to create a sensitive
addition to this weekend home located in the Blue Ridge Mountains. The steel and glass pavilion offers panoramic views.

New York City; Christian J.
Lessard, AIA, The Lessard Architectural
Group, Vienna, Va.; and Gerard F. Vasisko,
AIA, Gruzen Samton Archtiects, Planners &
Interior Designers, New York City. Awards
were given in three categories: Single-Family
Housing, Multifamily Housing, and Com-
munity Design. And the winners are ...

Torti Gallas & Partners—CHK, Silver
Spring, Md., swept the community design cat-

egory with the Belmont Heights Estates in

28 www.residentialarchitect.com

Tampa, Fla., and the City West Revitalization
in Cincinnati. Recognition for single-family
projects went to Robert M. Gurney, FAIA,
Alexandria, Va., for the Blue Ridge Farm-
house Addition in Washington, Va., (shown
above); Looney Ricks Kiss, Memphis, Tenn.,
for their Russell Cottage in Panama City
Beach, Fla.; Kevin deFreitas Architects, San
Diego, Calif., for the Row Homes on F, San

Diego; and two-single family prizes go to

Jonathan Segal, FAIA, La Jolla, Calif., for

The Prospect in La Jolla and The State in San
Diego. Segal also won one multifamily award
for The Titan in San Diego. Other multifamily
winners: Lehrer Architects, Los Angeles, for
Norton Towers-on-the-Court, West Holly-
wood, Calif.; Louise Braverman, Architect,
New York, for Chelsea Court, New York: and
Seidel/Holzman, San Francisco, for Loyola

Village in San Francisco.—s.d.h.

residential architect / may 2004



N
v

N

X
S

)
09

he door that refuses
to act its AGE.

RELIABILITY for real lifer JELIFWEN.

WINDOWS & DOORS

©2003 JELD-WEN, inc. JELD-WEN, Aurora, IWP and Reliability for real life are trademarks or registered trademarks of JELD-WEN, inc., Oregon, USA.
Circle no. 287



home front

sur la plan

hief Architect, a familiar name among residen-

tial specialists, has introduced a new kit of

parts to speed up design development: The
Kitchen and Bath Designer’s Toolkit.

Leveraging the Chief Architect software platform,
the program offers more than 200 symbols represent-
ing the latest cabinets, appliances, faucets, and fix-
tures. The symbols can be imported into plans to
generate realistic 3D models.

“The aim of the program is to help architects design
kitchens and baths more efficiently,” says Scott Harris,
vice president of sales and marketing. The program has
more than eight hours of tutorials, including 65 how-to
videos, design tips and techniques, and a workbook on
such topics as kitchen layout and island design. The
Toolkit has a list price of $295 and requires Chief
Architect 9.5.—n.f.m.

The Kitchen and
Bath Designer’s
Toolkit gives
users the ability
to create virtual
walkthroughs that
can incorporate
cabinets, faucets,
and fixtures.

-

30 www.residentialarchitect.com

The Greenpeace/
Habitat for
Humanity house
in New Orleans
merges a typical
Habitat elevation
with sustainable
materials.

Courtesy Greenpeace/Laura Lombardi

the greenpeace effect

abitat for Humanity concentrates on building low-cost housing for poor
families, while Greenpeace campaigns to stop environmental destruc-
tion. While both fight for worthy causes, the two organizations haven’t officially
intersected—until a couple of months ago. In March, Greenpeace and the
New Orleans chapter of Habitat teamed up to build a healthy, environmentally-
conscious house for local resident Shylia Lewis and her four children.
According to consulting architect Bruce Hampton, AIA, of Elton + Hampton in
Allston, Mass., the house looks no different from the other Habitat homes sur-
rounding it. “We left the standard Habitat design virtually alone,” he says. Instead,
he used his expertise in green building to replace some of the home’s products,
such as vinyl siding and flooring, with materials he and Greenpeace deemed easi-
er on the environment. Fiber-cement siding clads the Greenpeace home'’s exterior,
and low-VOC paints cover interior walls. Hampton and Greenpeace toxicologist
Rick Hinds also made sure the wood framing hadn’t been treated with arsenic.
Flooring consists of linoleum and non-PVC-backed carpeting.
Hampton, who used to be a carpenter, spent a few days working on the

build in April. Lewis and her family took possession of their house on April

20.—m.d.
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home front

on the boards / mies 1s more

he Birmingham, Mich.,—based architectural firm

MclIntosh Poris Associates is charged with adding to

and renovating a 78-acre garden community known as
Lafayette Park, in downtown Detroit. But this isn’t just your
plain Jane neighborhood revitalization. Lafayette Park claims
the largest collection in the world of buildings designed by
master Modernist Ludwig Mies van der Rohe. It’s a success-
ful community that’s thrived for nearly half a century.

“It’s exciting and intimidating,” says principal Michael
Poris of his firm’s Mies mission. “We are working for one
of the original developers, Daniel Levin, who knew Mies
and his vision, we have to be approved by the historic dis-
trict commission on a project that is Modern, and there are

several concerned residents who have lived there since the

32

townhouses were completed in 1956.”
Mies designed 26 of the community’s

buildings, including townhouses, two

The dwellings edge a 19-acre linear park

with the school at its center. Poris

Werner Blaser

admires the plan for its solid connection to “brilliant land-
scaping by Alfred Cladwell.” It’s a quality he doesn’t wish to
lose when his firm’s 30 new townhouses join the mix.

The firm must also preserve the community’s commit-

ment to affordability. Existing homes in the complex are

www.residentialarchitect.com

high-rise residential towers, and a school.

Mcintosh Poris
evoked the spirit of
Mies’ original master
plan with its additional
townhouses, siting
the new buildings
around the perimeter
of an existing parking
area. The homes will
face the park to rein-
force the landscape
connection and keep
cars out of sight.

very reasonably priced (co-op townhouses sell for about
$130,000, and apartments in the towers rent at about $700 a
month). “Our initial response was to build in steel and glass
to fit with what’s there now,” says Poris, but budget con-
straints and a rigorous approval process mandated brick
cladding. Still, the architects were able to spec brick with
metal flecks, punctuated by symmetrical aluminum-framed
glazing. They also worked hard to devise simple, open floor
plans in keeping with Mies’ pared-down interiors, albeit
with a contemporary supply of closets and bathrooms. Says
Poris, “We didn’t want to mimic Mies’ designs, we wanted

to harmonize with them.”—shelley d. hutchins

residential architect / may 2004
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ith AuraLast™ wood, the beauty of JELD-WEN® wood windows and patio doors simply lasts longer. AuraLast wood is solid western pine which
as virtually 100 percent penetration of the active preservative ingredients. So it's protected from wood decay, water absorption and termite

nfestation all the way to the core. Our windows and patio doors with AuralLast wood are also supported by a superior 20-year warranty.
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

An Area Separation Wa

FOR ALL SEASONS

Gypsum board system helps Philadelphia-area home builder maintain

tight construction schedule even during tough winter months.

A construction worker

pushes a gypsum board
area separation wall liner
panel into position at
Chalfont Greene,

a townhome development
north of Philadelphia.

s a leading residential home
builder in the Philadelphia
area, the Barness

Organization works year-round to
meet the growing demand for new
housing. Our latest construction
project, Chalfont Greene, includes
84 townhomes and five single-family
homes that range in price from
$240,000 to more than $300,000.
With so much at stake, we can’t
afford to make mistakes, particularly
weather-related scheduling mistakes.
Consequently, we use only materials
that can be installed in any season.
Working in the dead of winter dic-
tates that our townhome projects
include area separation walls that
can be installed when outside tem-
peratures fall below freezing.

We can best meet this demand with
gypsum board area separation walls.

Gypsum board area separation
walls satisfy our local building code
and insurance requirements.
Moreover, carpenters and framers
quickly learn to install them properly
and efficiently. Our current crew of
framers had never installed gypsum
board separation walls before they
worked for Barness, but in less than
two hours they learned the entire
installation process. Using framers
to install the area separation walls
eliminates an entire trade, thus
avoiding potential scheduling and
coordination problems.

When erecting gypsum board
area separation walls, we typically
use 1-inch-thick gypsum liner panels
that are 24 inches wide and 12- or

14-feet long, metal framing members
consisting of two-inch-wide H-studs
and U-shaped track, and breakaway
L-shaped aluminum clips. Our
framers erect the area separation
wall systems vertically one floor at

a time. They secure two layers of
gypsum liner panel at the foundation
by inserting the panels into two-
inch-wide tracks. The panels are
held in place by H-studs and are
erected sequentially along the track.
Each completed section of wall is
then capped with an inverted piece
of track. Once the adjacent framing
is erected, the framers install new
track on top of the completed panels
and repeat the process.

The gypsum board area separa-
tion wall system is attached to the
adjacent structure with L-shape
aluminum breakaway clips that
provide lateral support for the wall.
The clips soften and break away
when the temperature exceeds
1100°E In the event of a fire, this
allows the adjacent structure on one
side of the system to collapse while
the fire-resistive wall system remains
standing, thereby sparing the adja-
cent living space on the other side
from significant damage.

Local code requires that the
gypsum liner panel system is discon-
nected from adjacent combustible
framing. This requirement is met by
setting the adjacent wood framing
members */i-inch to one inch from
the liner panels. If this space
requirement cannot be met, the
faces of the H-studs are covered



“As a builder, nothing

Is more important
than the safety of our

home buyers.”

with 6-inch-wide gypsum board bat-
ten strips, full sheets of gypsum
board, or mineral fiber insulation.

Similarly, the code requires the
space between the area separation
wall and the adjacent floor joists to
be fireblocked to prevent fire from
spreading between floors. To
achieve this we insert continuous
pieces of one-inch gypsum board
liner panels, mineral fiber insulation,
or other code-approved material into
the gap between the wall assembly
and the adjacent floor joists. The
fireblocking material is then attached
to the adjacent construction.

ADVANTAGES OF GYPSUM
BOARD SYSTEMS

We work with both solid and
cavity-type area separation wall
systems. Each weighs far less than
comparable walls made of masonry
or concrete. Consequently, we don’t
need costly footers or foundation
modifications; we can erect the wall
systems directly onto a poured
concrete slab.

We also like the fact that gyp-
sum board area separation walls
accommodate electrical and plumb-
ing systems without additional fram-
ing or furring. Once the plumbing
and electrical work is complete, the
framed walls that parallel the liner
panel system are finished with
gypsum board with the rest of the
interior. Our drywall crew installs
and finishes the visible portion of
the area separation wall using tech-
niques that are identical to those
used in the rest of the townhome.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

SOUND CONTROL
REQUIREMENTS OF AREA
SEPARATION WALLS

The model codes typically
require walls separating townhome
units to maintain a minimum Sound
Transmission Class (STC) rating of
45 to 50 to diminish noise between
units. To achieve these ratings, all
system components must be installed
as designed; any deviation from the
recommended design could signifi-
cantly reduce the sound damping
ability of the area separation wall.

Additionally, all wall areas must
be free of gaps or voids through
which sound could travel. To ensure
the wall system is airtight, our
drywall applicators fully caulk the
gypsum board face layers, the outside
edges of all membrane cutouts, and
all penetrations.

As a builder, nothing is more
important than the safety of our
home buyers. So we make sure that
the building materials we use can
effectively resist or contain a fire.
About 12 to 15 years ago, we
encountered a local township that
had no history of working with
gypsum board area separation walls;
thus, town officials were skeptical of
the ability of the systems to perform
as designed, so we decided to show
town officials how well they worked.
We constructed an 8- by 16-foot
building and divided it in half with
an eight-foot-high gypsum board
area separation wall. Under the
watchful eye of the local fire
department, we set the test facility
on fire. The gypsum board area
separation wall system performed
well beyond expectation, and we
were able to sell the project to town
authorities as planned. Although it
wasn’t a completely scientific test,
it convinced local fire officials that
gypsum board area separation wall
systems work as designed. We still
believe that today.

Sponsored by
the Gypsum Association

A framer at Chalfont Greene fastens

a breakaway clip to the steel framing
of a gypsum board area separation
wall panel (top photo) while a
co-worker secures horizontal track
that will hold in place two layers

of gypsum liner panel.

Robert Brown is Executive Vice President
of the Barness Organization, a leading
home builder in Southeastern Pennsylvania
and Southern New Jersey. The firm has
completed more than 60 communities
since its founding in 1925.
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perspective

a manifesto

the congress of residential architects lays its foundation.

by duo dickinson, jeremiah eck, and dennis wedlick

The majority of Americans live in poorly designed homes that are haphazardly

sited, thoughtlessly constructed, and, in some cases, hazardous to their health.

The quality of most new single-family
construction for the last 40 years is at
best only adequate. Despite general
progress in building technology, few
home design innovations have been
sought after by the home building
industry. The vast majority of single-
family house plans built today are
simply variations of a few dozen
house plans that are decades old.
These homes rarely are adapted to
their specific locations, have plans that
reflect the way most of us live, are
pleasing to the eye, or contain details
that give them a sense of quality. Our
built environment is plagued by
sprawl—by a relentless consumption
of building materials and land, with
little attempt to honor either.

Record numbers of houses are
being built each year with higher con-
struction budgets than ever before, yet
residential architects are largely at the
margins of this boom. Led by devel-
opers, the home construction bonanza
is driven by dollars and not by concerns

residential architect / may 2004

about design integrity, human safety
and well-being, and environmental
sustainability. Their success would
seem to indicate that the “industry
standard” single-family home is all
that is desired by the general public
and causes no concern to the architec-
ture profession.

Despite appearances, both archi-
tects and homeowners care about the
state of residential design. Those of us
who design homes as the central focus
of our architectural careers know there
are thousands of architects and mil-
lions of homeowners throughout the
country who take home design seri-
ously. Among the general public,
there’s a booming market for informa-
tion on home design, demonstrated by
a proliferation of television programs,
Internet sites, and printed publications
on the subject. Homeowners and
would-be home buyers are increasing-
ly discontent with the current state of
housing, and they’re looking for solu-
tions. As a result, a growing number

of architects are actively writing and
talking about house design to the gen-
eral public as a distinct discipline of
the architecture profession.

Change is needed; change is possi-
ble. We believe that by coming togeth-
er as a congress, residential architects
can be a powerful and effective force
for positive change.

Towards this end, we have devel-
oped a Mission Statement with a set
of priorities. We’ll be conferring in
June with a group of Founding Coun-
selors in Washington, D.C., at the
national headquarters of the AIA. Our
initial goal is to chart a course for
aggressive exploration of our chosen
craft’s future, while identifying and
acknowledging our present problems
and strengths. Ultimately, with the
support of the AIA, Taunton Press, and
residential architect, the Congress of
Residential Architects will formally
convene on December 8 in Los Ange-
les for its inaugural forum on The
State of Residential Architecture.

™ NLAldxl
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teach your clients well

an ounce of prevention will save a ton of billable hours.

by cheryl weber

rchitect Scott
? »g Guyon, AIA, thinks
@’ of his clients as
heroes. Of the new homes
built in central Kentucky
last year, only about 10 per-
cent were designed by
architects. So, he figures,
the relatively few brave
souls who request his serv-
ices are not ordinary peo-
ple. They have a higher
threshold for uncertainty
than most, and they’ve got \
faith that the reward will be
worth the moments of fear
and loathing, which are
inevitable. Even so, they are
utterly human. I would say
the biggest problem any
client will face is the work-
ings of his own mind dur-
ing this process,” says the
Lexington, Ky.—based archi-
tect, as though he were a
psychologist.

In some ways, he is. We
live in an instant gratifica-
tion society, one that’s
accustomed to buyer-pro-
tection plans, escape claus-
es, and consumer advocates.
But unlike other purchases,
architecture is a piece-by-
piece venture in which

k4

Philippe Weisbecker

clients have huge sums of “i would say the biggest problem
money at stake and little )

recourse or control. In that any client willface is the workings
sense, “much of this ’ .

process is like getting a of his own mind during this process.”

continued on page 44
—scott guyon, aia
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life-threatening disease,”
Guyon says. “Over the
course of a year, they can
talk themselves into a very
high level of anxiety. It’s a
constant shepherding
process.”

Every architect has a
story or two about the client
from hell, the one who
insists that the veneer on
the $50,000 cabinetry isn’t
what she ordered, even
though her signature is on
the back of the sample; the
one who picks apart every
invoice; or the client who
wants to be the GC. This
column isn’t about those
people. Architects are sup-
posed to recognize the
warning signs and send
potential troublemakers on
their way—rpolitely, of
course. But even perfectly
good projects for reason-
able people can go terribly
wrong. When it comes to
clients, certain problems
crop up like clockwork,
unless there are safeguards
to avoid them.

word perfect

As an attorney for archi-
tects and engineers, Eric
Singer of Wildman, Har-
rold, Allen & Dixon in
Lisle, I11., has seen all the
bad things that can happen
on a project. And the con-
ventional wisdom still holds
true: Almost all of them
can be tagged to misunder-
standings or unreasonable
expectations that don’t get
corrected at the outset.
Most, he says, can be
avoided by going over a
carefully worded contract
with clients. I like AIA

~expiration date

‘nless architects spell it out plainly, clients may not realize that an agreement

can run out, and additional fees may be charged if the work isn’t completed

by a certain date. Alexandria, Va., architect David Jameson, AIA, wrapped up
construction documents on a project, put it out for bid, and found a qualified contrac-
tor to build the house at an agreed-upon cost. The clients’ financing fell through,
though, and the project was put on hold for more than a year. By the time they
obtained financing, the contractor had withdrawn the bid and taken on other jobs.
Jameson recently received an e-mail from the clients asking him to find several new
contractors that he approved of and re-bid the job, for free. “Clearly the plans which
you have prepared for us are of no value without an approved contractor who can do
the job,” they wrote.

“Clients have this classic perception that if nothing gets built, there’s zero value in
the plans,” Jameson says, noting that the bid and contracting phase accounts for about
5 percent of his fee. He had to remind the clients to take another look at the contract,
which stated that if they suspend work for 90 days or more, everything else is an
additional service.

The expiration clause is a common oversight on architectural contracts, says attor-
ney Eric Singer. “If they don’t put anything in, most states will apply some reasonable
amount of time, but why rely on that?” he says. A 90-day expiration period is com-
mon, but what’s reasonable depends on the project. “On some contracts, it’s anticipat-
ed that there will be some gap between design and funding, but it needs to be worked

out at the beginning.”—c.w.

contracts as a starting point
for their boilerplate and
details a lot of people
wouldn’t think about,”
Singer says. “On the other
hand, there are lots of
things in the AIA docu-
ments that architects don’t
understand. They're big and
scary and onerous. You can
create a letter of agreement
as a good compromise and
use it to educate clients, but
you need legal help to draw
up the letter.”

For example, most archi-
tects see themselves as per-
fectionists, but that can
work against them. Here’s
where a good contract puts
things in perspective. Karen
Erger, an attorney and insur-
ance agent with Holmes
Murphy & Associates, based

www.residentialarchitect.com

in Des Moines, lowa, sees a
lot of client-drafted con-
tracts that want to hold their
architect to “the highest
standard of care.” While
every architect aspires to
that, the clause is not insur-
able if there is a claim.
“What that means is that
the contract isn’t fully
insurable because you’ve
agreed to perform perfectly,
versus the tort standard of
ordinary care,” Erger says.
“Those extreme things are
drafted by clients who really
want to protect themselves,
but they’re doing a disserv-
ice by raising coverage
issues where there really
should be none.”

More to the point, the
clause raises the opportuni-
ty to set clients straight

residential architect / may 2004

about the vagaries of design
and construction. Erger
likes to relay the story of
the engineer who stood up
at a conference and said
that he tells clients he’s
never designed a perfect
project. “That’s a pretty
hard thing to say to clients
you’ve just wooed and
won,” she says. “But talk
about the fact that there
may be delays. Clients will
need a contingency fund to
cover those.”
Miscommunication about
when the design phase ends
and construction documents
begin can also result in con-
tention, says Singer. The
agreements architects use
often omit details about the
development phases, he
continued on page 46
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explains. So clients don’t
understand that once you
start construction drawings,
it will cost them extra
money to move things
around. “Having them sign
off on the design is a way
of educating them that
they’ll incur an extra fee if
they make a change from
that point on,” he says.
“Be clear about charging
an hourly wage for the
extra work.”

best estimates
The biggest threat to a
client’s loss of faith, of
course, is a construction
bid that’s over budget by
several hundred thousand
dollars. To avoid bitter dis-
appointment, Sprinkle
Robey Architects in San
Antonio, Texas, is careful
not to do any design work
until the owners’ wishes are
firmly aligned with their
budget. Once design is in
full swing, and preferably
with a contractor on board,
the architects will offer an
“opinion of probable cost,”
says Davis Sprinkle, work-
ing off a software spread-
sheet that is continually
being updated based on
meetings with local con-
tractors and figures from
industry-standard costing
books.

“We do takeoffs on
square footage and the area
of walls and count the
number of lights,” Sprinkle
says. “The software allows
us to come up with some
fairly rough figures at the
beginning but within 10
percent of the final cost per
square foot. If we know it

has a real sloping site, we
may say it will be $180 a
square foot; if it’s level,
$150 a square foot.” In
addition, the firm prepares a
spreadsheet outlining items
the owner will have to pay
for that aren’t part of the
contractor bid, such as sur-
veys, municipality fees, and
window treatments, which
can add 25 percent to the
cost of a project.

David Guilietti, AIA, of
Guilietti Schouten Archi-
tects in Portland, Ore., has
devised a similar approach
to help clients see the big
picture. I found it works
out really nice to give them
an estimate up front that
includes both hard and soft
costs, because they hear
from friends that a house
should cost X amount and
don’t realize there are other
project costs associated
with it,” Guilietti says. “I
try to educate them up front
that this $500,000 house
will actually cost $700,000
by the time they’re done. It
shocks them before we get
too far down the road.”

No architect can guaran-
tee that a design won't
exceed budget, but the par-
ties can agree on what to do
if it does. On this issue,
AIA contract language is
pretty clear, says Singer.
The choices are to increase
the budget, re-bid the proj-
ect, do some value engineer-
ing, or cancel the contract.
In any event, the architect’s
liability is limited to
redesign service within a
range. Singer recommends
architects give themselves a

continued on page 48
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15 percent leeway and put it
in the contract. If bids come
in more than 15 percent
above that good-faith esti-
mate, the architect might
agree to do some design
work for free. But if it
comes within that range,
the owner will bear the risk.
Experience has taught
Guyon that an elaborate set
of specs is a red flag for
contractors. Too many
details can cause protection
pricing. The subs will pad
the bid, thinking the owners
and their architect are going
to be demanding. “You
have to find a middle way
between overly detailed
documents and ones that
are simply too inadequate
and sketchy,” he says. That
approach happens to fit in

with a design philosophy he
shares with the Shakers:
“nothing extra, nothing left
out.” But if it does comes
up, “the architect should
make the client aware that
if the documents have a lot
of burdensome require-
ments, it will result in an
unhappy situation when the
bids come in,” he says.
Guyon guides the esti-
mating process with a firm
hand by inviting contractors
to participate in a negotiat-
ed bid. And he attaches a

schedule of values to the
documents so contractors
know what he expects the
project to cost. “Most con-
tractors are shocked to see
that,” he admits. “It raises
their good-natured resent-
ment of architects, and not
everyone wants to play. But
it can help prevent these
awful surprises that happen
at the end.”

Even if an architect is
conservative with the
design, a client’s modifica-
tions, which are inevitable,

practice

“having [clients] sign off on the design
is a way of educating them that they’ll
incur an extra fee if they make a change

from that point on.”—eric singer, attorney

will nudge the budget
upward. So Guyon pre-
pares them for that possi-
bility, too. He counsels
clients that if they can keep
their hands off the project
while it’s under construc-
tion, a 10 percent contin-
gency is plenty. But human
nature suggests that irre-
sistible enhancements will
be discovered in the
process. And, the rationale
goes, they’ll never be able
to do it cheaper.

continued on page 50
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In that case, Guyon helps
clients measure the finan-
cial impact. I can tell
clients that at current rates,
every $10,000 they add will
cost them less than $100 a
month on their mortgage,”
Guyon says. “It seems
innocuous; borrowing
$100,000 will add about
$700 a month. It’s very
enticing.” And while the
construction loan might be
unprecedented in their
financial history, he’s
noticed that by the time
clients break through to a
new level of commitment,
their confidence builds that
their house will rise in
value, and that they’ll be
able to fold the payment
into their lives.

Could a client stick to

the original budget when
building a house? Sure, but
they’d have to be unusually
disciplined. Maybe that’s
why some people resist the
custom route and buy a
cookie-cutter house for a
certain price, knowing it’s
done with, Guyon says.
They don’t want to deal
with all those decisions.

On the other hand, builders
offer all kinds of profit-
generating extras they know
buyers can’t resist. “A lot of
clients are looking for the
‘Not-So-Big House™ and a
kind of non-conspicuous
consumption, an investment
in simplicity,” Guyon says.
“A properly detailed house
of great simplicity avoids a
lot of this stuff where peo-
ple are buying all the

extras” that may not add up
to good design.

differences
of opinion
Today’s clients are savvier
than ever, both about design
and about how to protect
their interests with the
proper contract. Ideally,
they choose architects with
a compatible philosophy
and aesthetic. They’ve stud-
ied portfolios, conducted
interviews, and gathered
references. But they still
may not understand that,
unless everyone who has a
say in the outcome attends
the design meetings, they're
probably wasting time and
money.

Guilietti changed his
policies on that score after

practice

two separate projects fell
through because only one
spouse participated. He’d
met with each couple to
discuss the program and
present the initial proposal.
But only the wives showed
up to develop schematics.
“It creates a vicious cycle
of designing for two sepa-
rate people who aren’t in
the same room at the same
time,” Guilietti says. In
both cases, they’d gotten all
the way to construction
drawings. But when the
price came in on target, the
husband thought it was too
high. He had the veto
power but was left out of
the loop.

Likewise, architect Lucia
Howard, a partner with Ace

continued on page 52
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Architects in Oakland,
Calif., designed a house for
a gung-ho client in Sonoma
who didn’t bring his wife
into the discussions. When
she rejected the design, the
project got canceled.
“When you have someone
who’s so sure of himself
managing it and always
referring to his wife, you
don’t feel you have the
right to say anything,”
Howard says. “Now, before
designing anything, I would
overcome my embarrass-
ment about prying to find
out what’s going on.”

breathing
lessons

Being there, and saying the
right thing, can defuse
domestic tension of all

kinds. And nowhere is that
tension more palpable than
when a house is under con-
struction. Often, clients will
visit the site in beautiful
weather, and no one is
working there. Two weeks
go by, and it looks to them
as though nothing has hap-
pened. Maybe it’s because
the sealing of floors has
stopped all other activity, or
drywall finishing prevents
the rest of the trades from
entering. Pauses in produc-
tion, if not explained, will
set people to panic.

Guyon supports his
clients by remaining calm,
optimistic, and reassuring—
but that’s about all he can
do. “There really isn’t a
mechanism, in the residen-
tial contractor industry I

deal with, for pressuring or
leveraging production,” he
says. “If you're behind
schedule, you simply have
to be patient and continue to
apply non-alienating pres-
sure. If you alienate the
contractor group, the project
comes to a complete halt.”

Then there’s construction
fatigue. After months, the
owners may simply become
worn out with the process
and have a meltdown. But
once they recover and come
back, they’re usually
recharged by the progress
that has occurred. “It hap-
pens every time,” Guyon
says. “We’ve used childbirth
as an analogy. They’re con-
vinced the baby will never
be born, and the owners are
put in the position of the

father who can do nothing
about it.

“Clients can certainly
have free access to me at
most times of the day and
night during the process of
construction,” Guyon adds.
“It involves being able to
just keep repeating the
mantra that anything techni-
cal is solvable. There’s
rarely a house that’s a com-
plete debacle. And at end of
the day, the handmade
process remains the only
way to get a house that has
the kind of soul and charm
you’d expect it to have.
Once people experience it, a
whole new world opens up
to them.” ra

cheryl weber is a contributing
writer in severna park, md.
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system makes installation easier than ever! Deck Lok even features reversible planks,
with a different color on each side to help reduce inventory requirements. Plus, our
unique, variegated texture provides a more natural wood appearance.

Take the next step, and learn more about this extraordinary system.
Visit us online at www.decklok.com or call (800) 488-5245.
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Lutron. introduces
quiet electronic

shades that protect
furnishings and art.

Sivoia QED.: One touch raises or
lowers shades in virtual silence.

Expensive art and furnishings can
be ruined by direct sunlight. Lutron,
the world leader in lighting control
solutions, can integrate electric and
natural light into a convenient, one-
touch control. We even make
systems that will keep track of the
sun to lower shades automatically.
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by meghan drueding
cheryl weber
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and

shelley d. hutchins

désig‘n awards

Lake/Flato’s Lake
Austin Residence
sails away with this
competition’s Project
of the Year.

residential architect / may 2004

Hester + Hardaway

his isn’t our design awards program, it’s yours. You
enter your best work and your peers judge which shall
rise above the rest. We editors stand back and watch,
always fascinated to see what gets entered and what
gets chosen. As flies on the wall, we can tell you this
was an especially tough year. Our winners are always admirable
but this year what ended up on the cutting room floor was
stronger than ever. Gone were projects we’ve already happily
published as well as those we’d like to get to know better. Ouch.

The fifth annual residential architect Design Awards received
more than 780 entries in 10 categories: custom / 3,500 square
feet or less; custom / more than 3,500 square feet; renovation;
multifamily; single-family production / detached; single-family
production / attached; affordable; kitchen; bath; architectural
detail. All were eligible for selection as Project of the Year. We
always give the judges discretion to eliminate, add, or combine
categories, and to dispense as many or as few awards as they
wish. This year, they made no awards in the architectural detail
category, yet they created a judges’ award for two projects
they admired but thought didn’t fit the categories entered. In
all, they selected 24 projects for awards, including one Project
of the Year, eight grand awards, 13 merit awards, and two
judges’ awards.

Your judges’ panel comprised six accomplished residential
architects: Adele Chang, AIA, Lim Chang Rohling &
Associates, Pasadena, Calif.; David Hacin, AIA, Hacin +
Associates, Boston; Frank Harmon, FAIA, Frank Harmon
Architect, Raleigh, N.C.; Margaret I. McCurry, FAIA, Tigerman
McCurry Architects, Chicago; Dale Mulfinger, FAIA, SALA
Architects, Inc., Minneapolis; and Rebecca Swanston, AIA,
Swanston Associates, Architects, Baltimore. Turn the pages

and enjoy your awards.

www.residentialarchitect.com 55
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project of the year
lake austin residence, austin, texas
lake/flato architects

san antonio, texas

ake/Flato Architects knows something about making
an entrance. At residential architect’s Project of the
Year, a custom house by the firm in Austin, Texas,
the sequence of steps leading to the front door rivals
any Broadway choreography. Guests first pass through
an opening in a fortress-like limestone wall, then pro-
ceed between a studio and a guest house. They follow a
stone path down to a 30-foot-wide canal that’s part of
Lake Austin. Lake/Flato lined the canal with a board-
walk, which serves as the project’s organizing spine.
“It’s like a zipper, with a series of little buildings
unfolding along it,” says principal Ted Flato, FAIA.

The boardwalk guides visitors past another guest cot-
tage and the bedroom wing of the main house. It crosses
over a pair of man-made water courts divided by a land-
scaped peninsula and runs smack into the last building
in the series, a double-height screened-in porch jutting
out above the water. Known within Lake/Flato as “the
boathouse,” the room serves as the home’s main entry
point. Its visibility gives the boardwalk a destination,
and at the same time its transparency allows views of

56 www.residentialarchitect.com

An unassuming entry wall (top)
leads to the Project of the Year,
by Lake/Flato Architects.
Pictured above, from left to right,
are project architect Bill Aylor,
AlA, and firm partners David
Lake, FAIA, and Ted Flato, FAIA.
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project of the year

Lake Austin to flow right through it. Practically speak-
ing, the boathouse’s covered landing provides a protect-
ed waterside spot for the owners to store their kayaks.

By stringing the 6,000-square-foot home along its
narrow site, Flato and project architect Bill Aylor, AIA,
were able to weave water and land into the house’s fab-
ric. “Breaking the building into parts brings the scale
down,” Aylor says. “It helps the house embrace the land
better. It’s the same concept as the fishing camps you
see on Texas lakes.” Because of the canal’s location
between two dams, its water level stays constant, so the
architects were free to place each little building as close
to it as they wanted.

The project’s carefully wrought relationship with its
site didn’t escape the judges’ notice. “You can see the
people who live here really want to participate with
their environment,” said one. “There are warm, interest-
ing events that happen with regard to the landscape.”

The judges also admired Lake/Flato’s choice of sid-
ing material: Hardipanel, a fiber-cement board product.
Selected for its ability to weather well with minimal
maintenance, the siding was custom stained and sealed
by a Dallas artist. Together with a healthy dose of metal
and battens of sinker cypress, it provides a fresh varia-
tion on Lake/Flato’s unpretentious, industrial style. “To
break a big house into units and let the man-made parts
and nature interact is just so relaxed,” a judge added.
“It has this informality about it that makes you want to
live there.”—m.d.

principal in charge: Ted Flato, FAIA, Lake/Flato Architects;
project architect: Bill Aylor, AIA, Lake/Flato Architects; general
contractor: Lance Thompson, Thompson + Hanson, Houston, Texas;
interior designer: Dawn Thompson, Denison & Denison Interiors,
Houston; project size: 6,000 square feet; site size: 1.7 acres;
construction cost: Withheld; photographer: Hester + Hardaway
Photographers. See page 128 for product information.
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Though the house is just
across Lake Austin from
the city’s downtown, the
architects managed to
preserve its rural feel.
Another stone wall at the
rear of the site (above)
makes a private outdoor
room of the pool area
and shields a neighboring
property from view. The
transparent “boathouse,’
right and below right,
supplies the home’s
primary entry point.
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A simple boardwalk
connects a sequence of
small buildings with the
screened-in boathouse.
“We're excited about the
notion of a village along
a canal,” says principal
in charge Ted Flato.
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custom / 3,500 square feet or less
grand

the point house, montana

bohlin cywinski jackson

seattle, wash.

his is a lovely house, set low, and doesn’t make a state-

ment,” a judge said. But it has plenty to say about the

landscape. Delicately sited on the rocky spine of a wet-

land peninsula, its low profile slips into the shorter vege-
tation at the water’s edge. Rocks outside the windows reach
almost to the sills. And a canted roofline lets in views of
cedars, pines, and sky.

Bohlin Cywinski Jackson devised a long, linear platform that
treads lightly on the land. You enter the building on its north
side though a wall of weathering steel. Once inside, the lake-
front is revealed through a glass wall with sliding doors and a
wood deck running the length of the house. The architects
tucked the building behind a thicket for privacy from people on
the lake, so the view looks down the water at an angle.

The floor plan places the private rooms on the house’s
perimeter: Two cedar boxes attached to the north side define
the edges of the covered entryway. They hold bathrooms and
utilities, while the bedrooms anchor opposite ends of the house.
The judges praised the “meaningful layering of public and pri-
vate spaces’” and the project’s “serene understatement.”—c.w.

Dan Bibb

principal in charge: Peter Q. Bohlin, FAIA, Bohlin
Cywinski Jackson; project architect: Steve Mongillo, Bohlin
Cywinski Jackson ;: general contractor: Martel Construction,
Bozeman, Mont.; landscape architect: Swift & Company,
Seattle; interior designer: Bohlin Cywinski Jackson:
project size: 2,200 square feet: site size: 10 acres:
construction cost: Withheld: photographer: Nic Lehoux,
except where noted. See page 128 for product information.
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closed face on the north
side, where cedar boxes
contain the baths and
pantry. The board-formed
concrete on the exposed
parts of the foundation is
repeated on the fireplace,
where individual planks
were cast on site and
stacked up like logs.
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custom / 3,500 square feet or less
grand

hartmann residence, fairfield, conn.

roger ferris + partners

westport, conn.

s is so often the case on a difficult site, this narrow lot

inspired a cleverly designed house that makes the most of its

footprint. Responding to the 40-foot-wide parcel and federal

requirements for building in a wave zone, architect Roger
Ferris raised the house on a concrete plinth, and he angled the walls to
better capture sunlight and views. The front evokes the abstracted prow
of a ship that’s slipped up from the sea. The roof is an inverted gable, a
reference to all the gabled houses in the neighborhood. But from the
water, it looks like a bird in flight. “There are an enormous number of
seagulls on that part of Long Island Sound,” Ferris says. “That’s part of
what cooked it up.”

The house’s strong rhythms and geometries serve practical purposes.
Glazed walls are layered with cypress louvers, which veil the street
facade from sun and traffic. Those on the rear corners add privacy from
close neighbors. Ferris treated the sides of the house as a solid, stained
cypress box with just a few punched openings. “We wanted to have a
house with enough going for it visually at both ends without having to
have the sides articulated with fenestration,” he says. The judges pro-
nounced the project “gorgeous,” noting that its form reacts to a great
many challenges.—c.w.

first floor

62 www.residentialarchitect.com

principal in charge: Roger
Ferris, AIA, Roger Ferris +
Partners; project architect:
Robert Marx, AIA, Roger
Ferris + Partners; general
contractor: The S.B.E.
Company, Fairfield, Conn.;
interior designer: Interior
Design, Westport, Conn.;
project size: 1,500 square
feet; site size: (.25 acre;
construction cost:
Withheld: photographer:
Woodruff/Brown
Photography. See page 128

for product information.
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Angling the house’s walls helped to break up
the linearity dictated by a narrow lot.

The diagonal wall and raised platform,
which was designed to keep flood

waters at bay, create a

terraced entry court.

Louvers diffuse the sun

and the street view.
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The Next American House €N

Meet the leading thinkers of American architecture,
and residential architects from around the country, at
residential architect’s first symposium: Reinvention 2004.

Discuss the future of single-family housing and hear from
top architects their vision of how we will live tomorrow.

esigning o e

Attend this groundbreaking event. ..

and learn how to apply lessons from expert practitioners
to the homes you design, as well as the larger context
of American housing.

Session highlights include:

« Sustaining the Next American House - How can we
integrate such innovations as site-sensitive design into
single-family housing?

* Houses to Go - Are architect-designed, factory-built,
site-assembled houses the wave of the future?

* Can Good Design and Good Business Coexist? -
Target, IKEA, and Apple have shown that great design
sells. How can we use those lessons?

* Redesigning the American House - Industry leaders
and audience members will conceive and design the
Next American House prototype.

d

Special Bonus Event!

The first-ever Congress of Residential Architects. This
new organization of specialists in single-family residential
architecture launches its first forum on The State of
Residential Architecture following Reinvention 2004.

__For More Information & To Register

PHONE FAX EMAIL
888.584.5665 202.624.1766 reinvention2004 @hanleywood.com

BROUGHT TO BY SYMPOSIUM PARTNER SPONSORED BY

Andersen v (IR Nuone 78

INNOVATIONS FOR LIVING™
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custom / 3,500 square feet or less
merit

eleventh street residence, santa monica, calif.
koning eizenberg architecture

santa monica

% o meet their clients’ slim budget for this Santa

. Monica, Calif., custom home, Koning Eizenberg
Architecture decided to think of it as a “Crate and

“ Barrel” house. “We wanted to do something with
good spaces but that wasn’t overly customized,” explains
principal Julie Eizenberg. “A house that would fit into Crate
and Barrel’s product line if they sold houses.”

Eizenberg and project architect Oonagh Ryan graced the
simple Modern box with a few big gestures. A pop-out
master bedroom window and balcony adds texture and
interest to the rear elevation while bringing extra light into
the room. Downstairs, a rear wall of mostly glass brings
indoors and outdoors together. Ingenious use of everyday
products, such as painted MDF grooved by the contractor
for a beadboard effect, cut costs while supplying the clients
with the design quality they expected. “It’s a very economi-
cal little house,” noted a judge.—m.d.

principal in charge: Julie Eizenberg, Koning Eizenberg Architecture;
project architect: Oonagh Ryan, Koning Eizenberg Architecture;
general contractor: William Gorton, William Kent Development,
Tarzana, Calif.; project size: 2,940 square feet; site size: 0.17 acre:
construction cost: $167 per square foot; photographer: Benny
Chan/Fotoworks. See page 128 for product information.
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Koning Eizenberg concentrated
its limited design dollars

in places where they'd have
the most impact, such as

the louvered master bedroom
pop-out window and the
oversized, picture-frame

doors on the front and

rear elevations.

second floor

B o
|

o=+

NV T R IR N T R N R SR AT TR

N 1Ak

' R

B

S : ] B'fast ;:
:@fﬁiL,Nﬁ&Q e
GFICURURL At U - r
P Ty d R X {‘* 7 7]
first floor
www.residentialarchitect.com 65



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK.

Water holdout measures how well a

housewrap keeps out rain, snow and sleet. B EXCEPTIONAL
Independent tests prove Typar HouseWrap E 100 WATER
] | , : s HOLDOUT
far exceeds the minimum standards for s
o

water holdout. Keeping water out may help
prevent mold, mildew and water damage
in the wall cavity.

Because it5s the ideal secondary weather

barrier, you can trust Typar to protect your
sheathing and frame during construction. And
Typar will continue to resist moisture penetration
for the life of the home.

So if you're looking for a housewrap you can count - S m~~m‘m:‘~*~ .
on, stop your search at Typar HouseWrap. Trust it for your >
next project.

For more information, call 1.800.284.2780

or visit www.typarhousewrap.com. Circle no. 388

NEW TYPAR HOUSEWRAP.

TO WATER IT ACTS LIKE
A STOP SIGN.



residentlal archltect

deSIgn awards

custom / 3,500 square feet or less
merit

mckeough house, block island, r.i.

estes/twombly architects

newport, r.i.

The low-slung massing
that ties the house
together starts at the
front entry (above),

his Block Island retreat keeps the island’s archi-
tectural tradition of spare buildings intended

to withstand ha.rsh cond1:ti(?ns. Ar.chi.tect Jim T bl encapsulates the interior
Estes started with two distinctly indigenous ; public spaces (bottom
forms—sharply peaked dormers and a low-sloping g 4 left), and then goes back

porch—and designed basic building blocks that could g Pt
screened porch and open

be moved around like Monopoly pieces until he hit . t
. e : errace along the rear

upon a winning combination. “We wanted the porch , water-facing elevation.
to become more than a tacked-on feature, and we :
hinged living spaces around that idea,” says Estes.

The jury applauded the home’s modest scale and
see-through middle created by the continuous porch
that encompasses entry and living areas before capit-
ulating as a covered terrace along the rear waterfront
elevation. Painted exposed rafters support the gently
sloped ceiling to maintain a porch feel inside as well
as out. Carefully aligned, oversized windows in a
footprint only one room deep add to the home’s
transparency, while an asymmetrical pulling apart of
the dormered volumes helps diminish the apparent
size of an already small house.—s.d.h.

first floor second floor

principal in charge/project architect: James Estes, Estes/Twombly Architects;
general contractor: McLaughlin Housewrights, East Greenwich, R.L.:

project size: 1,990 square feet; site size: 0.5 acre; construction cost: Withheld:;
photographer: Warren Jagger Photography. See page 128 for product information.
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Palazzo™ Series Interior Doors
The sophisticated lines of the classical.

Crafted in the tradition of the finest Iralian designers, Palazzo™ interior doors add elegance

"
4
|

and warmth to any home. Distinct raised moulding combined with unique high-definition

panel profiles create a door that is the perfect starting point for every beautiful room.

Choose from the curved arches of the Bellagio™ design, or the crisp lines of the square-
paneled Capri™. Every Palazzo door has the weight, feel and richness of solid wood and a
smooth, sleek surface that is ideal for beautiful finishing. With their unrivalled sophistication,

Palazzo™ interior doors are the beautiful doors that beautiful rooms deserve.

Masonite. The Beautiful Door.™
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grand

misha/twaddell residence, san jose, calif.
burks toma architects

berkeley, calif.

ecause one of the clients for this California
project uses a wheelchair, the architects
designed it with accessibility in mind. But
they were careful not to make it feel insti-
tutional, an achievement the judges admired. “The
accessible design doesn’t overtake the aesthetic,” said
one judge. It is simply a beautiful house, said another.

The house—a collaboration between Burks Toma
Architects and Min/Day—sits on a hill overlooking
San Jose’s undulating landscape. Its shape, a long bar
with three volumes all on one level, takes advantage
of the site and answers the clients’ need for light and
undemanding circulation. The volumes also create
courtyards, protected from the winds and the strong
Western sun. “We kept the house open and easy for
the client to move around,” says Jeff L. Day. Instead
of walls, they used cabinetry on legs to delineate
space while permitting the flow of natural light.

In the kitchen, a stainless steel countertop with no
base cabinets accommodates a wheelchair and allows
ceiling-to-floor windows.

Although an accessible project, the house has only
one ramp on the property, used for access to the
backyard, Day says. It’s not conspicuous, however,
thanks to careful grading and landscaping. According
to one judge, “The ramp is a really nice way to
engage the landscape.”—n.f.m.

principal in charge: Marc Toma, Burks Toma Architects, Berkeley, Calif.,

in collaboration with Min/Day, San Francisco; project architect: Lisa Trujillo,
Burks Toma Architects; general contractor: Tim McDonald, Praxis, St.
Helena, Calif.; landscape architect: Eric & Silvina Blasen, Blasen Landscape
Architecture, Sausolito, Calif.; interior designer: Marie Fisher, Marie Fisher
Interior Design, San Francisco; project size: 4,000 square feet; site size: 5.0
acres; construction cost: $250 per square foot; photographer: Cesar Rubio.

See page 128 for product information.
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To exploit the site and to accommodate a disabled client,
the architects designed a bar-shaped house with three
volumes (far left, top). Floor-to-ceiling windows in the kitchen
(far left, center) and raised cabinets (below, left) enable
maximum light penetration, while a stealthily integrated
ramp provides access to the rear (below, right).

www.residentialarchitect.com
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' Introducing Thermador

Refrigeration: The
Quietest on the Market

ow a Thermador kitchen offers not only more luxury, more efficiency and

LN more style than any other kitchen, but more peace and quiet as well. Thermador

> completes its extensive line of state-of-the-art kitchen appliances with the quietest

' - | built-in refrigeration available. These sleek, stainless steel cooling machines set a new

i standard for quiet operation, keeping kitchen background noise at a lower level than

any other built-in refrigerators. Quieter even than other premium brands,

Thermador refrigeration offers exceptional performance and bold styling

statements to complement the Thermador kitchen. Choose Professional

handles to coordinate with a luxurious, high-performance Professional

peesnen ; Series kitchen; stainless steel curved handles to match Thermador’s

R " s traditional built-in line of advanced wall ovens and cooktops. Or, select a
i " custom-panel option to harmonize with any kitchen.

[

Thermador refrigerators are as beautiful and elegant on the inside as they
are outside. Adjustable, frameless glass shelves and clear drawers offer an
unobstructed view. Advanced features such as electronic controls, humidity-sealed
crispers and an adjustable-temperature meat storage drawer (on side-by-side models)
keep groceries fresh, crisp and cold. Integrated gallon door storage and generous
shelf space increase interior capacity. All models filter water fully for refreshingly
pure ice (and water on external dispenser models). Available in 36" bottom-mount
and 42" and 48" side-by-side models (with and without external ice and water
dispensers), Thermador’s new line of refrigeration adds polish and performance to
any kitchen design.

Whether your clients are dedicated home chefs or simply enjoy a highly distinctive
living environment, a Thermador kitchen is the ultimate expression of personal style,
good taste and an appreciation for the complete culinary experience. Thermador,
For more information call empowering the kitchen enthusiast for more than 70 years.

1-800-656-9226 or
visit www.thermador.com.

_/4n _/4merican jcon"‘

Thermador
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renovation

grand

mankins-camp residence, san francisco
herbert lewis kruse blunck architecture

des moines, iowa

rchitect Paul Mankins relished having carte

blanche to renovate his twin brother’s newly pur-

chased home. The house enjoys a spectacular hill-

top vista of San Francisco’s skyline, but four
decades of unfortunate remodels made it difficult to get past
the bad taste to the great view. Hidden by haphazard changes
were remnants of an original design by noted Frank Lloyd
Wright apprentice Aaron Greene. Mankins says, “A lot of the
solution was mainly getting rid of the bad stuff to get back to
a more stylistic version of Greene’s underlying order of strict
4-foot grids.”

Two basic organizing boxes—one encased in brick and the
other in yellow stucco—flank a glass entry zone. Mankins
opened up the 44-foot-long interior along the rear of the
building to create one continuous living area overlooking the
view. Aluminum ceiling panels and pale area rugs atop the
monolithic slate floor define zones within the large space. He
also reoriented the stair and recessed upper kitchen cabinets
into the walls to expose views from every corner. The jury
felt the design strongly addressed renovation issues, saying,
“It’s an update different from, but in the spirit of, the origi-
nal,” and that the architect, “carried that idea all the way
through—didn’t miss a thing.”—s.d.h.

principal in charge: Paul Mankins, FAIA, Herbert Lewis Kruse Blunck
Architecture; project architect: Matt Rodenkamp, AIA, Herbert Lewis
Kruse Blunck Architecture; general contractor: Stroub Construction,
Sausalito, Calif.; interior designer and landscape architect: Herbert
Lewis Kruse Blunck Architecture; project size: 2,800 square feet:
construction cost: $300 per square foot; photographer: Assassi
Productions. See page 128 for product information.
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The street-level entry was
pared down and simplified,
both inside and out, in order
‘Wl to emphasize its angular

| architecture (far left and
above). The stair down to
the lower level was also
reorganized so that skyline
views could be seen from
the front door (left and top).
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Interior walls were eliminated and storage areas
were recessed into the walls so that views from all
living spaces would remain unobstructed and open.

upper level before upper level after lower level before lower level after
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THE BEST IN
HOUSING

AWARDS

THANK YOU

Hurd’s support helps
honor the country’s
finest residential
architects and their
achievements in
residential design.

hur

Congratulations to
the winners of the
2004 residential
architect design
awards.

Project of the Year
Lake/Flato Architects

Custom Home / 3,500 square

feet or less ] ]

Bohlin Cywinski Jackson Grand
Roger Ferris & Partners Grand
Koning Eizenberg Architecture Merit
Estes/Twombly Architects Merit

Custom Home / More than
3,500 square feet

Burks Toma Architects Grand

Single-Family Production
Housing / Attached

Kevin deFreitas Architects Grand
Jonathan Segal, FAIA Merit

Single-Family Production
Housing / Detached

Donald Powers Architect Merit

Multifamily Housing

Jonathan Segal, FAIA Grand
Lehrer Architects Merit
MBH Architects Merit

Renovation Full
Herbert Lewis Kruse Blunck
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson
Randy Brown Architects
Reader and Swartz Architects

Affordable
Studio E Architects

Studio E Architects
Koning Eizenberg Architecture

Kitchen
Archimania

Bath

Herbert Lewis KrLTse Blunck =

Lundberg Design

Judges’ Award /
Campus Housing

Muse Architects
Sasaki Associates, Inc.

residential architect
design.awards

Grand
Merit
Merit
Merit

Grand

Merit
Merit
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2004 DESIGN
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LaHabra Stucco Chosen

aHabra Stucco has the distinction of being specified in two of the winning projects in the
L2004 residential architect Design Awards. The judges look not only at the design, but at the
overall package of the house in choosing the winners. As an exterior wall finish, LaHabra imparts
a rich and beautiful look to a home. Architects are eager to specify LaHabra, and experts recognize
it as a mark of quality.

The LaHabra Advantage

Since 1926 LaHabra has been the company professionals and homeowners recognize
for quality stucco products. The driving force behind LaHabra products is something
they call the LaHabra Advantage. The four pillars of the LaHabra advantage are: Quality,
Consistency, Reliability, and Service. It is by focusing on these four important standards
that LaHabra delivers a product that makes it into award-winning homes. “We under-
stand that our customers’ reputations hinge on making sure our products meet their
quality standards, consistently over time,” says Francois Bouan, president of LaHabra.

The Color You See

On a single building or entire community, LaHabra colors create a sense of
visual harmony. The carefully planned color palette is meticulously crafted with
the advice of architectural color consultants, designers and builders, working
together to create better and more pleasing colorscapes. The LaHabra color
lab and quality control department monitors raw materials and final products
for any unexpected glitches. La Habra colors are consistent since only the
best raw materials are used.

Architects can expect LaHabra to grow even stronger as the leading manufacturer
of exterior stucco products in the United States. They respond to customers’
needs for quality, consistent and reliable products. And they look to their many
satisfied and loyal customers to find ways to serve them better.

For more information call 866-LHSTUCCO or visit
www.lahabrastucco.com.
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waverly house, waverly, pa.
bohlin cywinski jackson

wilkes-barre, pa.

A stone wall at the front
of the property joins the
main house and guest
cottage (left). In back,
another wall extends
from a new stone well
house through the pond
to a swimming pool and
bath house, marking
the boundary between
cultivated and natural
landscapes.

’ hen Bohlin Cywinski Jackson renovated
the house and guest cottage on Peter
Bohlin’s own rural Pennsylvania

o property, it preserved the com-

pound’s modest qualities but overlaid it with a
Modernist’s sense of space. Once a stop on the
Underground Railroad, the main house was original-

ly an African-American church, and an escaped slave
built the guest cottage. In plan, the architects estab-
lished an axial relationship between the house and guest
quarters. Visitors enter a shared auto court bordered by
a stone walkway that links the two structures and forms
the edge to a new pond. The main house was gutted and
reconfigured as a “living pavilion,” says Bohlin, FAIA,
with gridded bay windows and a new porch-like room
overlooking a grove of tightly spaced birches. Dry-laid
stone walls bracket the buildings, separating them from
the road in front and a field in back. Judges praised the
project’s site plan and impeccable details. “T like the
restraint you feel here,” one said. —c.w.

residential architect / may 2004

principal in charge: Peter Q. Bohlin, FAIA, Bohlin Cywinski Jackson; project architect:
Peter Q. Bohlin; general contractors: James Vipond Inc., Dalton, Pa. (main house); Bragg
Brothers, Dalton, Pa. (guest house); landscape architect: Kalinosky Landscaping, Wyoming,
Pa.; project size: 2,340 square feet (main house): 1,050 square feet (guest cottage); site
size: 10 acres; construction cost: Withheld; photographer: M. Thomas Architectural

Photography. See page 128 for product information.
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renovation
merit

The redesign took its color and
material cues from the owners’ cherry
bar stools. The entertainment center
across the room (left) echoes the
cherry kitchen cabinets and glass

houghton residence, omaha, neb.

randy brown architects

omaha dining table. Brown centered the table
under a round ceiling aperture, formerly
part of an octagonal dining room.
ne programmatic move transformed the kitchen of a T

traditional builder house into an urbane space that

works as well for intimate dinners as it does for

large parties. “There isn’t a flaw in there,” a judge
said. “It’s a perfect execution of intent.” By relocating a powder
room, Randy Brown opened up the kitchen and living areas,
making room for a sleek glass bar that seats four. The stools
are centered under an up-lit, cone-shaped ceiling, formerly an
octagonal dining niche. When the owners entertain in a big
way, the bar is a buffet for serving food and a buffer between
the cooks and their guests.

Brown added warm cherry wood cabinets on skinny legs,
black granite countertops, and a wall of shiny stainless steel
appliances. To finish the transformation, he wrapped the oppo-
site family room wall in the same materials to contain a fire-
place and entertainment center. The strong concept impressed
the judges, who called it “a very smart renovation.”—c.w.

principal in charge: Randy Brown, AIA, Randy Brown Architects; project
architect: Steve Mielke, Randy Brown Architects; general contractor:
Randy Brown Architects; project size: 1,430 square feet; construction
cost: $76.92 per square foot; photographer: Assassi. See page 128 for
product information.

°
e
before after
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We'd put it in an art gallery, but then, no one cooks there.

At Zephyr, we believe good design should be a part of everyday life.
That's why we make affordable, high performance ventilation hoods that bring
distinctive style and elegance to any kitchen. From our contemporary Europa
Collection to our sleek, refined Power Series, your home will have that personal
touch we think everyone can appreciate.

ZEPHYR

Call 888.880.VENT for a free brochure or visit us at www.zephyronline.com. www.zephyronline.com
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Reader & Swartz commend
restoration specialist Douglas
Reed for “an amazing job of
meticulously stripping down the
rotten parts of the original cabin
(left), preserving whatever could
be kept, and rebuilding the rest
(below).” The 19th-century

we| structure has been vaulted into
the 21st century and beyond
with high-tech wiring for the attic
cum office (bottom) and a
whole-house audio system.

renovation
merit

wheatland farms log cabin, waterford, va.

reader & swartz architects

winchester, va.

1 he jury liked that this sensitive addition to a nearly
200-year-old cabin “grew organically around the
original structure.” And they felt a contemporary
glass catwalk gave the design “that extra oomph.”
The judges’ comments reflected faithfully the intentions
of architects Charles Swartz and Beth Reader. “We want-
ed to make it about the cabin and not our architecture,”
says Swartz, “but we did allow ourselves the architectural
wink of the glass floor since space and light were so
restricted.”

Existing walls were stripped and exposed with wiring,
ductwork, and insulation added above round pole rafters
and metal roofing. The kitchen and baths are relegated to
the addition, leaving the 14-by-18-foot cabin intact as the
living room. A perimeter of hidden overhead light fix-
tures helps mitigate the room’s 7-foot-high ceiling.
“Basically,” Swartz says, “we wanted to turn the original
building into an antique art piece and let it stand as a pure
object.’—s.d.h.

principals in charge / project ]
architects: Beth Reader and
Charles Swartz, Reader & Swartz
Architects; general contractor:
Douglass C. Reed, Preservation

Open

Study
Open

Associates, Hagerstown, Md.:
project size: 880 square feet; site n
size: 550 acres: construction

cost: Withheld: photographer:
Ron Blunt Photography. See page ‘

renovated second floor

128 for product information.

©
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renovated first floor
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Your ideas become reality

OUR DECORATIVE
CEILINGS REDEFINE
“GOING OVER
THE TOP."

The look of custom ceilings... at an
affordable price. It's what every
homeowner is looking for... and what

you can finally offer.

With Armstrong Decorative Ceilings, your
upscale design opportunities are virtually
boundless! Use them to create an
interior that is distinctively yours... from
the warm, rich look and feel of our
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charm of ourTin Look Paintable Ceilings

Take your design and business
opportunities to new heights. Call us
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Decorative Cellmgs retailer nearest

| 877 ARMSTRONG

WWW.aV‘ﬁWStl’Oﬂg‘COHW

Circle no. 50



certainteed.com  *

\

ERTAINTEED. LEADING IN VALUE SINCE 1904.

" Build in comfort with CertainTeed insulation.

Contented. Worry-free. Warm and fuzzy. However you say it,
CertainTeed brand insulation has helped you provide high-quality
indoor eomfort, sound control and energy savings for generations
of residential and commercial customers.

Thanks to you, were proudly celebrating our first century of business.

N | PR
1 F tion w\'l(m‘u”t“‘,

Certairffeed Bl |

B . Since 1908 _7

ot

) t 14 ( 1y Satisjat
{ rtain.
Lllﬂll Yy de g n

Circle no. 275

INDOWERAND PATIO POORS INSULATION DECKING AND RAILING FENCE FOUNDATIONS PIPE




residential architect

design awards

multlfamlly The rusted mild steel
cladding the Titan's
grand horizontal facade calls

up images of the old tuna
boats that used to dock
nearby. It contrasts with
the transparency of the
four-story vertical element,
which is fronted with

the titan, san diego, calif.
jonathan segal, faia

la jolla, calif.

laminated glass.

86

Jonathan Segal

rt and architecture intersect at the Titan, a 22-unit apartment building in San ~ principal in charge / project

Diego. Jonathan Segal, FAIA, conceived the building’s two-part facade after architect / land planner / developer /

viewing the abstract planes of a Richard Diebenkorn painting. “It’s incredibly ~9eneral contractor / interior design-

brilliant,” said a judge. “The scale, proportions, and materials are beautiful > ©r* Jonathan Segal, FAIA; project size:
Segal, also the project’s developer and general contractor, was operating on a limited G000 1000 seare: et per woi 816

: ; e s size: 0.2 acre; construction cost: $87
budget. He used simple, straightforward floor plans and minimal detailing to keep costs per square foot; rental price: $900 to

down, focusmg his fundl.ng on the front (?f the four-story bmldmg. Sheets of ruslted steel $1900 per month; units in project: 22;
cover_the hgnzontal portion, and the vertical component consists mainly of laminated glass.  photographer: Jimmy Fluker, except
“The intention was to collage the two boxes, which are sitting on a stucco base,” he says. where noted. See page 128 for product
“The forms are very simple; there was nothing elaborate about it.” information.

Further cost-control measures include on-grade parking, as well as the absence of eleva-
tors and double-loaded corridors. The open-plan, 18-foot-ceilinged apartments, all with
mezzanine levels except for one four-story unit, are renting to 25-to-35-year-old singles and
couples. Not only do the two-story volumes provide a quality-of-life advantage, but they
also help distort noise from the freeway directly opposite the building.—m.d.

www.residentialarchitect.com residential architect / may 2004



I

first floor second floor

residential architect / may 2004

Interiors at the Titan feature
double-height ceilings and
spare, Modern detailing. On
a practical note, the building’s
three street-level entrances
and on-grade parking bloster
residents’ security.

third floor
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STIMULATE YOUR SENSES,
colorfully.

Marmoleum® natural flooring. Choose from an endless Over 100 colors for your unique lifestyle. To learn more

palette of unique colors. Warm to the touch, comfortable or find your local retailer call or visit our web site:

to walk on, allergen-free, and totally biodegradable. www.themarmoleumstore.com | 1-866-MARMOLEUM
(627-6653)
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We work directly with architects
%‘.\ > ‘ to make sure that they and their
| clients are satisfied with every
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CABINETRY

detail. Call for our comprehensive
architectural specification guide
and to discuss your next project.
We listen. And it shows.

Period styling.
Handcrafted to the finest quality.
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When is a wall not a wall@

"

When it's a vanishing Nanawall.

Experience alfresco dining like never before when you make your windows and

walls...disappear. If you can imagine it, you can create it with a NanaWall.

Enjoy the best of both worlds: a room that blurs the line between indoors and

&

outdoors and the peace of mind that comes from the security and safety of the
independently tested weather-tight NanaWall.

For more information call Choose from window-sized panels, wall-height panels, or both (as shown here).
888.411.NANA (6262) Available in a full palette of colors, configurations and finishes — including durable
or visit us on the web aluminum cladding — your NanaWall is limited only by the boundaries of your imagination.

www.nanawall.com It’s more than your home. It's your life. Don’t close it in; open it up, with a NanaWall.
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merit

norton towers-on-the-court, west hollywood, calif.
lehrer architects la

los angeles

est Hollywood, Calif., has a legacy of
courtyard housing, so the city encour- This six-unit project is
ages developers to build within the E)iie(\j/ectng f”ezr{(;‘:‘:_’doé;"ls;t_
] ' tradition. This project, however, is the S Nt GpEN COUAYard,
first one to implement the standard on such a narrow Delineated by bold colors,
lot—and to do it successfully. “Nicely executed,” said each unit has a four-story
our judgesl atrium skylight that also

Architect Michael B. Lehrer says the project’s mas- acts as a thermal chimney
ter stroke is the west-facing aluminum and glass :gepitglt;::: ol
tower. It enlivens the modern facade of the six-unit
building while also controlling natural light and venti-
lation. “On the ground floor of a typical unit, it would
be dark,” he says. “But here all the light is captured
and you experience it on all floors.” The tower acts as
a thermal chimney, pulling hot air from the four floors
and forcing it out through operable doors.

The exterior of each unit is delineated by bold col-
ors, an inexpensive way to achieve richness and iden-
tity. And on the interior, Lehrer carried through the
Modern aesthetic with such spare detailing as /-inch
reveals at wall bases, bamboo cabinetry and flooring,
and synthetic concrete countertops.—n.f.m.

principal in charge: Michael B. Lehrer, FAIA, Lehrer
Architects LA; project architect: Christian Arndt, Lehrer
Architects LA; developer: Jonathan Lehrer-Graiwer & Leo
Moore, Los Angeles; general contractor: Leo Moore, Leo
Moore & Associates, Los Angeles; landscape architect: Mia
Lehrer, Mia Lehrer + Associates, Los Angeles; project size:
1,700 to 2,200 square feet per unit; site size: 0.17 acre; con-
struction cost: $185 per square foot; sales price: $650,000
to $740,000 per unit; units in project: 6; photographer: Tom
Bonner. See page 128 for product information.
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Build A Better Wall.

WOULD YOU INSTALL A GUTTER
THAT CONNECTS INTO THE HOUSE?

OF COURSE NOT — SO WHY WOULD YOU BUILD A WALL WITHOUT INSULATING SHEATHING?

You probably have the best intentions. But when you build your walls without
insulating sheathing, you expose your walls, yourself and your customers to
costly damage.

When moisture gets into a wall assembly it compromises wood and can reduce
the overall R-value of the building envelope. With its closed-cell structure,
extruded polystyrene rigid foam insulation (XPS) shifts damaging dew points,
thus minimizing the potential for condensation to occur within a wall.

XPS also provides a continuous layer of protection against outside moisture
and air infiltration. And with a long-term R-value from 3 (1/2" thick) 1o 5 (1"
thick), it's an excellent solution for covering uninsulated wood studs, framing,
ducts, wiring, and plumbing — which account for over 25% of the exterior walls
in an average home.

To better understand how a continuous layer of XPS rigid foam insulation in
your walls can reduce the likelihood of moisture damage and increase thermal
efficiency, call 800.978.XPSA (9772).

XPSA

EXTRUDED POLYSTYRENE FOAM ASSOCIATION
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north beach malt house, san francisco
mbh architects

alameda, calif.

n a previous life, the North Beach Malt House was home
to several family-owned brewing companies. Today, the ‘
renovated building is the anchor of a four-building condo | i b N | Formerly a brewery, this

project that blends both old and new aesthetics. structure was reused
for a condo project.
The brewery’s roasting
drums were converted

The program called for conversion of the malt house into
condo units and the addition of three new, Modern-style
buildings. To that end, MBH Architects left the interior con- ; l into exterior light fixtures,
crete walls of the malt house exposed, preserving its indus- | , while one of the two
trial roots. And the firm speced painted steel and aluminum : - remaining grain silos
windows to unify the old building with the new ones. “The is now part of a plume
fenestration and the width of the bays drew off the old ;hfc:uﬁ;'ss yler 1o
building,” says Mark Blunck, marketing coordinator. :

The courtyard also exalts the project’s industrial pedi-
gree: The architects pulled the entry back and incorporated
two existing grain silos—with one functioning as a lobby/
courtyard entry. And the exterior is lit by red column fix-
tures that were once part of the plant’s roasting drums. Our
judges praised the “creative adaptive reuse” and lauded the
“clearly delineated old and new sections.”—n.f.m.

principal in charge: F. Clay Fry, MBH Architects; project architect:
Ken Lidicker, MBH Architects; developer: Marc Fracio, Chestnut Street
Partners, San Francisco; general contractor: John Kugler, Nibbi
Brothers, San Francisco; landscape architect: Clifton Lowe, Cliff
Lowe Associates, San Francisco; interior designer: F. Clay Fry, MBH
Architects; project size: 800 to 1,600 square feet per unit; site size:
1.26 acres: construction cost: $215 per square foot; sales price: $580,000
to $2.9 million per unit; units in project: 88; photographer: Farshid

Assassi. See page 130 for product information.

i
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: The architects reused the
; second grain silo as a
courtyard entry and used
steel and aluminum win-
dow openings in context
with the vintage character

of the original building.
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Plus the “Won't Blow-Oft” warranty. Call us at 888-838-8100 or visit www.siding.com.
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single-family production / detached
merit

warwick grove, the warwick, warwick, n.y.

donald powers architects

providence, r.i.

ur judges gave this project

an award both for what it

is—a modest production

house model that exempli-
fies quality over quantity—and for
what it isn’t. “It’s not McMansiony,”
said one judge. “In the world of tradi-
tionally styled production housing,
this really stands out.”

This was precisely the point, says
architect Donald Powers. The client,
Warwick Grove Co., he explains, is
committed to redefining the subur-
ban model. For this traditional neigh-
borhood design community, Warwick
sought a series of homes that encour-
age interaction with neighbors while
also embracing unique design and
quality materials. Because the homes
target older adults, Powers located
main living areas on the first floor
and relegated guest rooms and sec-
ondary spaces to the upper level. A combination of defined but
overlapping spaces and open areas makes the compact houses
feel spacious.

The community plan calls for 150 homes sited close together on
small lots, so the homes needed to have better than average exterior
detailing, says Powers. “We couldn’t get away with vinyl when the
house is close to the street,” he says. Instead, Western red cedar,
fiber cement, and cedar doors greet the street. “The restraint of
detail—the trim, molding, the use of color—is masterful,” one
judge said.—n.f.m.

principal in charge: Donald Powers, Donald Powers Architects, Providence,
R.L, in collaboration with Jeff Degraw, Degraw & Dehaan, Middletown, N.Y.;
land planner: Michael Watkins, Duany Plater-Zyberk & Co., Gaithersburg,
Md.; developer: Warwick Grove Co., Tuxedo, N.Y.; general contractor:
Warwick Grove Co., Tuxedo; landscape architect: Karen Arent, Karen Arent
Landscape Architect, Goshen, N.Y.; interior designer: Patricia Stadel, Patricia
Stadel Interior Design, East Petersburg, Pa.; project size: 2,400 square feet:
site size: 38 acres; construction cost: $100 per square foot; sales price:
$475,000; photographer: Jeff Herbert. See page 130 for product information.

residential architect / may 2004

Designed for

buyers who favor
quality over quantity,
these 2,400-square-
foot production homes
nonetheless live large.
Open floor plans
inside and shared
green space outside
contribute to the
homes’ easygoing
livability.
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for drainage, and a thermal break for temperature and pressure
equalization, allowing moisture to escape quickly before it damages
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With quick, easy installation, Home Slicker provides long-term,

maintenance-free protection
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grand
row homes on f, san diego, calif.
kevin defreitas architects

san diego

hat started out as a series of defensive
moves became selling points in the
design of this speculative infill proj-

- ect. Architect Kevin DeFreitas wanted
to avoid a condo project in downtown San Diego,
fraught with lawsuits brought by homeowner associ-

ations, yet maximize the number of dwellings on this

pricey piece of land. The solution: walls of tilt-up,
S-inch-thick concrete panels. They have 3 inches of
airspace between them, qualifying the project for
single-family status. At 16 feet, 4 inches wide, three
row houses were shoehorned onto each 50-foot-wide
parcel, achieving a density of 42 units per acre.

The industrial aesthetic slips easily into this
urban neighborhood. DeFreitas enlivened the street
by painting some of the bays in primary colors and
designing large overhangs and elevated stoops. A
flex room on the ground level provides the option
for a home-based business. On the top floor,
clerestory windows and a thermal chimney draw in
light and fresh air. “If you live in a high-rise condo,
homeowner association fees can run $500 a month,”
DeFreitas says. “This project is meant to appeal to
first-time buyers.”

The homes’ low energy costs also appeal to such
buyers. The thick, maintenance-free concrete is
thermally efficient and won’t harbor mold. It also
creates a superior sound barrier. The result is a
litigation-proof package that’s easy to live in and
maintain. The judges were impressed with the
smart materials and design. “It’s all about multi-
family living,” they agreed.—c.w.

principal in charge / project architect / land planner:
Kevin deFreitas, AIA, Kevin deFreitas Architects; developer:
Sebastian+deFreitas, Pauma Valley, Calif.; general contractor:
Lusardi Construction, San Marcos, Calif.; landscape architect:
Aerea, San Diego: interior designer: Kevin deFreitas; project
size: 960 to 1,980 square feet per unit; site size: 0.40 acre;
construction cost: $142 per square foot; sales price:
$307.200 to $633,600: units in project: 17: photographer:
Carol Peerce. See page 130 for product information.

98 www.residentialarchitect.com

first floor

second floor

1 RN . [ONE AT AORTH

| Deck

To enliven the elevations,
DeFreitas conceived them
as “innies and outies, like
bellybuttons.” The glass
bays are opaque on the
bottom and clear on the top.
Businesses occupy the first
floor of five of the buildings,
providing another layer of
eyes for security during the
day. Sidewalk plantings and
elevated stoops help to keep
the street facades friendly.

MBR

third floor
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Wood floors, stairs, and

doors create a warm

counterpoint to the [
exposed concrete tilt-up {
walls, which sped up the g
construction process and
are virtually maintenance-
free forever. The open floor
plan lets daylight penetrate
from front to back.
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Hanley Wood Salutes the
Winners of the

esse H.
Neal

Awards

Hanley Wood’s leading
magazines are based on

our commitment to publish
quality content that serves the
unique information needs of

construction industry profes-

sionals. We congratulate our
award-winning editors and all
the winners of the prestigious
Jesse H. Neal Awards.
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explain the thousand reasons
to use cable. Architectural,
open, simple, see-through.
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stairs, canopy supports.

Whatever your reason,
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the technical support to

make it, in one word, easy.
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