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Atop Clty Hall SAH/SCC Members Ce|ebratlon

Sunday, December 8th, 2-5PM

They say you can't fight City Hall, but you'll be able to delight in it as SAH/SCC invites members to celebrate one of
LAs more recagnizable icons. On Sunday, December 8th, we'll gather at the Bradley Room high atop City Hall in
Downtown LA. The Bradley Room is one of the crowning jewels of the 1928 building, and affords 360-degree views
_ of the city. The event is free to SAH/SCC members and their guests, but reservations are required, as we must have
a specific count and names for security reasons. Please see order form on the back page to make a reservatmn call

- 800.9SAHSCC, or email info@sahscc.org.

Los Angeles City Hall, one of downtown's first medern landmarks, has
been restored to its original glory by an expert team headed by AC Martin
Partners, whose founder, Albert C. Martin, along with John Parkinson and
John C. Austin, demgned the structure. The iconic tower became Los Angeles’
modern image, appearing on letterhead, police badges, and several television
series. The historic landmark had endured several eanhquakes and was slat-
ed for renovation even prior to the Northridge guake, which then necessitat-
ed full renovation.

Christopher C. Martin, FAIA (grandson of Albert and CEO of AC Martin
Partners), will join us to discuss the 10-year, $273- million seismic and historic
design restoration of the building. Martin, himself, is a Downtown fixture,
having recently been appointed to the Civic Center Authority. AC Martin
Partners is known for such Downtown landmarks as the DWP Building,
Sanwa Bank Building, Arco Towers, 444 Flower, and Million Dallar Theater.
The nearly 100-year-old architecture and engineering firm is creating visions
~ for LA's future as well, with plans for Grand Avenue, the Civic Center, Suhway

Terminal Building re-use, as weii as several beaut;frcatmn prnjects for exist-
ing city and cuunty buildings. o n e

A large team of contractors,
subcontractors, consultants, testing
agencies, artisans, inspectors, and
other city officials worked to revive
City Hall, which rises 30 stories
above the city'’s Main Street.

The tower is the tallest base-
isolated building in the United
States. Base isolators, an innovative
seismic solution that allows build-
ings to move separately from the
ground, have been used mostly in
low and mid-rise buildings—until
now. To use this system for such a
tall building is an historic event in
itself. Costs for saving the building
were high, and several voices

argued for tearing it down. Martin will also discuss the economic and social
benefits of preserving the building.

The building's lower floors, surrounded by a granite Beaux Arts exterior,
are enlivened by historically significant building elements that have been
restored to their original glory, such as decorative painting, historic doors and
lighting fixtures, steel casement windows, and terra cotta. (Consulting his-
toric architect Brepda Levin worked with AC Martin Partners on this portion
of the project.)

Angelenos see their City Hall as an expression of their heritage and their
aspirations. The late architect Charles Moare wrote, “If there has come to us
a single image of LA, it is doubtless the tower of City Hall.” Giving new life
to this eclectic building, which combines several architectural styles, and
returning it, gracefully restored, to the public is a source of renewed pnda for
Downtown and the entire city.

. Joinusin celebratlng Clty Hall and Los Angeies

december

november |




Tour and Event Information: 1.8

SAH/SCC___
President’s Letter

A year ago in this column, | reflected on the events of September 11, 2001, including the
destruction of the World Trade Center. | was disturbed by the hasty, insensitive response of
some commentators who seemed to see the event as an opportunity to celebrate the fail-
ures of modern architecture. One writer went so far as to call the twin towers “terrorists”
themselves. It was inflammatory then, and shameful now.

Even in the weeks immediately following the tragedy, there was also a rush of self-
conscious projection about the future of the site, and the need to memorialize the victims.
It was too soon for serious consideration, but understandable. As nature abhors a vacuum,
certainly human psychology abhors a 16-acre void in the middle of one of its great cities.

“At some point in the future,” | wrote, “there will need to be an impartant dialogue,
primarily among New Yorkers, about what should be built. It will arouse passions and
deeply held beliefs. It promises to be an architectural discourse that will engage many
publics. At best, it could be a cathartic process for all of us, and it could produce great

architecture.”
Still. it is worth noting that never before in American history has there been such an

SAH/SCC NEWS is published bi-monthly by the Society of Architectural Historians / Southern
California Chapter. Subscription is a benefit of membership and provides members with one of the
most comprehensive calendars of architectural events in Southern California and advance notice of
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urgent need for architecture to act as part of a national healing pracess. The numerous Civil CA 91413
War memarials that dot the South were constructed decades, or even generations, after i
the war itself. Perhaps it was the Vietnam conflict, where our national refusal to grieve was SAH/SCC Executive Board
only overcome by Maya Lin's extraordinary Anthony Denzer (President) Jean Clare Baaden  Alex Meconi
memorial, that changed the pattem. The old Sian Winship (Vice President) John Berley Hal Meltzer
practice: heal, then memorialize. Now: Merrv Ovnick (Membership) John Ellis Cara Mullio
memorialize in order to heal. Rina Rubenstein (Treasurer) Ted Kane
So it is_ nat surprising that the first Brent Eckerman (Internet)
round of official proposals for the World
) Trade Center site failed miserably. At least SAH/SCC Advisory Board
g gw ww‘-‘fwggﬂhaf?a;, Development Ted Wells, Ted Bosley, Ken Breisch, Stephen Harby, Elizabeth McMillian, Rochelle Mils,
- orporation ), which is overseeing the Claire Rogger, Richard C.Rowe, Nancy Smith, Robert Winter
8 construction of the memorial and the
S rebuilding of the site, had the good sense to
g understand that those first designs were far
too timid in response such a significant S A H / S C C mem bers
charge. With a heavy dose of contrition, the
LMDC announced a new strategy: six teams »
of prominent architects and planners will make proposals for the World Trade Center site. Life Members: ANNE OTTERSON RAHLA HALL LINDSEY
Of the six teams, ['m especially interested in the proposal that will come from a group GRANT BARNES FRANCIS PACKER ARTHUR V. LIU
called United Architects, which includes Foreign Office Architects (FOA) from London, UN KATHLEEN BIXLER ﬁEEEr:A:'t:(LEthR 3?533 :. g:ii&%ﬁmmﬂ
é‘rudia from Amstardam, aqd Greg. Lynn frgm Los Angeles. The LMDC describes them as maﬁ%m&mw GEORGE PENNER D. SCOTT McCAUL
some of world's the most innovative and inventive young designers and architects. . .uni- BILL BOWLING AUDREE PENTON JOHN MclLWEE
versally recognized as the cutting-edge users of advanced computer technology in design.” AUTH BOWNAN STANDISH K. PENTON KIMBERLY McKEAN
LYNN MARIE BRYANT JOHN AUGLIST REED FRANCE H. MEINDL
BENTE AND GERALD E BUCK CLAIRE ROGGER CHRIS MENRAD
BONNIE BURTON RICHARD CAYIA ROWVE CATHERINE MEYLER
PAMELA BATON JEFFREY B. SAMUDIO JEFFREY & ROCHELLE MILLS
MIRIAM & SAM CAMPBELL STEVEN SAUTE TOSHIKO MORI
WENDY CARSON ' LAWRENCE SCARPA JAN & PAUL MUNOZ
AOBERT JAY CHATTEL ANN SCHEID RICHARD OOSTEROM
STEVE CONNER JAMES M, SCHWENTKER Il FELIX PFEIFLE
EEFREY CODK JULIUS SHULMAN LAWRENCE & CAROL PLATT
CROSBY DE CARTERET DOE PATRICIA SIMPSON JULIE RASKOFF
LINDA SOLLIMA DOE CECILIA SINGER TOM REAVEY & PEGGY REAVEY
: MEYRD E. ELLERSIECY MARK SLOTKIN JENNIFER & MICHAEL SALTZMAN
g HEINZ E ELLERSIECK GIBBS M. SMITH ELEANOR SCHAPA
B . RICHARD FARE JANANN STRAND KAREN SIMMONS
= CAROL FENELON VERN SWANSEN SAM & JODI SPADE
S DONALD R FERGUSON AEG THATCHER CHRISTINA STEWART
[«
= GILBERT GARCETTI RAUN THORP JOHN C. TERELL
) SUKEY GARCETTI M. BRIAN TICHENGR, AlA TIMOTHY TUPPER
8 DR, & MRS, KENNETH GEIGER A. TISCHLER BETTY M. ULLNER
GORDON & JOY GILLIAM MAGGIE VALENTINE GUSTAV H. ULLNER
: RAYMOND GIRVIGIAN, FAIA DANIEL VISNICH DONALD ZIEMER
FOA has already made a proposal for the site, and it is simply transcendent as @ work PROE PAUL GLEYE ROBERT D. WALLACE STEVEN ZIMBELMAN
of architecture and abstract memorial. Of all the proposals made public so far, this ane ANDY AND LISA HACKMAN ?g,'_l“ﬂv‘:mfg gﬂiﬂ;ﬁﬁm
alone has the power to convey both the enormity of the loss, and the resolute spirit of mov- gﬂ:ﬁhﬂﬂ LORI WARNKE ' '
ing forward. One hopes that United Architects wil simply take FOAS design, and refine it STEPHEN HARBY DR PATRICIA A. WARREN New Members:
and extend it. ELIZABETH HARRIS ERIC & KAREN WARREN
FOA has proposed bilding the talestbuidings in the worid: a scheme of eighttubes, | FUGENE & SHRLEY HOGGAT e iy
organized in a circle, t_har wiggle back and forth as they rise to the sky. They become inter- EWNE : SEWEELE%:E;‘ L JOHN WELBORNE, ESQL Mirma Frank
woven, bending vertically to buttress each other approximately every third of the total REBECCA KAHN TED W. WELLS Erica Glanz
height of the building, providing the eminently functional advantage of structural support DIANE KANE ggﬁlﬁgggm(‘ﬂmfﬁ ,'}";r\;%"':ﬂ'?e
i inuil ; - . STEPHEN A. KANTER, M.D. A
and multiple routes of egress. Continuing the motif, each tube is interwoven, with a struc- el Ermsﬂ(izon D MR & MRS DAVID YAMADA Kelly Kubiak
the construction technology of the origi- LAMAR KERLEY JOYCE ZAITUN ‘J—“ugv!‘ :ﬂ"““:"’
7 ™ KIN BIkS
nal twin towers. ESRORA NG Patron Members: Christopher C. Martin, FAIA
The symboli . CHARLES A. LAGRECO ‘
: 1S IS pa , and ¢ r . ARCHITECTURAL COLLECTIVET????? Jefirey &‘Rochelle Mills
It would be as if the twin towers multi- RUTHANN LEHRER : BROOKE ANDERSON Devan Pailet
plied. sl Sban to dance, B-in- PAMELA LEVY : ?IAUSS?!EEEDS.TAVERY Dolores Yesares Pujol
, grew, bega , ol
arm, leaning against one another. One TESEELLﬁﬁm CAROLE P BONADURER T Beth Sryder
Cﬂﬁc has mmarked "fhfs‘ I'S ."JGP a pm- HANUELL L. MAKINSON ROBERT M. BONADURER Rebeka Vital
g posal for the faint-hearted. ” And it is not. CHRISTY JOHNSON McAVOY ;ﬁf&ggﬁg 1ER Miriam Yeshurun
2 In a provocative statement to SUZANNE W. McCARTHY RUTH DeNAULT i
= i JUDY MeKEE ki New Life Members:
2 accompany the propoesal, FOA wrote: ELIZABETH McMILLIAN WILLIAM FERRY
g “let’s not even consider remembering. LE ROY MISURACA ﬁ;‘)ﬂ“l‘ GETTY Robert Lower
5 What for?” But one view of the FOA SUSAN W. MONTEITH it 8 RSt
& scheme in particular reveals that this DOLIGLAS M. MORELAND GX;Y NNFEF%DEOE :
el SARA . MULLER CHERNOFF il o Honorary Life Member:
statement was patently misleading. It s DANIEL T MUNOZ LINDSAY HANSON
a chilling image, and one can easily imagine the tremendous emotional power this space MARK NICHOLS E’:‘ggﬂg L:[E“’:S?EM i ROBERT PIERSON
would possess. You are standing on the ground, inside the perimeter of eight interwoven PETER A. NIMMER MARK & NANETTE KEHKE
tubes, looking up. A breathtaking, agitated void, framing a circle of empty sky. ;E?E'\; ﬂozl%lh? PAUL & SAMARA LARSON
The LMDC plans to select the winning project by Sept. 11, 2003. THOMAS O'CONNOR R
FOA’s proposal can be viewed at http.//www.f-0-a. net/flash/index.htm!

click on "projects,” “wic/NY." and “load presentation.”
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In honor of the centennial of Luis Barragan's birth, SAH/SCC presents “Luis Barragan:
The Function of Emotion,” a slide talk with Anibal Figueroa Castrejon, whose doctoral thesis
is on Barragan’s values in architecture. Beginning at 1PM, the event will be at the Museum of
Latin American Art (MoLAA), 628 Alamitos Ave., Long Beach. The event is free for members
of SAH/SCC and MoLAA. Non-members may pay regular museum admission on that day ($3-

Photo by Armando Salas Portugal.

SAH/SCC Lecture:
Sunday,
December 15th, 1PM

5). See order form on back page for reservations or call 800.3SAHSCC.

Castrejon is a professor at the Metropolitan Autonomous University (UAM) of Mexico
City, where he coordinates the Graduate Program in Bioclimatic Architecture. He was former-
ly a project manager with architect Ricardo Legorreta. The main objective of Castrejon's pro-
fessional and academic activity has been to keep a very close relation between research and
applied knowledge with special accent in Mexican Architecture and Environmental Issues.

Kesling: Modern Structures, by
Patrick Pascal; photographs by Julius
Shulman and David Sadofski. Sub-

subtitled “Popularizing Modern
Design in Southern California 1934-
1962," this modest, yet engaging,
volume records the life and work of a
committed Modernist.  William
Kesling is not a household name
today, although he remarkably suc-
ceeded in building some 3,500 struc-
tures in a career that included the
Great Depression, little formal train-
ing, and a guilty plea and stint at San
Quentin for fraud. In true Southern
California style, he reinvented him-
self in San Diego County, had three
streets named after him, and contin-
ued to create Streamline Moderne
homes—or as he referred to them
“modern scintillating structures.”

Balcony Press,
104 pages, softcover, $24.95.

- NOTE: SAH/SCC is preparing a tour
_of Kesling’s work featuring author
Patrick Pascal. Watch the SAH/SCC
News for more information,

Windshield

Richard Neutra's
House, edited by Dietrich Neumann.
So accustomed are we to the homes
Neutra did in the LA area, that this
look at his first East Coast house, the
1938 Windshield House on Fishers
Island, NY, built for Anne and John

Nicholas Brown, is especially
appealing. This slim, yet exhaustive,
volume includes visual and textual
information on Neutra's relationship
to the client (featuring facsimiles of
correspondence), the home’s place in
Modernism, the furniture designed
for the space, and the painstaking
month-by-month progress of the
design, construction, and destruction
of the home. A crowning touch is the
personal reminiscences of the late J.
Carter Brown, the former director of
the National Gallery of Art, who
spent childhood summers there.

Yale University Press, ;
150 pages, softcover, $22.95.

"The Towe

D fn
Phaoto by

Raphael Soriano, by Wolfgang
Wagener. Beautifully inspiring, this
first-ever monograph on Soriano is a
book to be treasured. In the first part
of the book—based on architect

Wagener's  doctoral  thesis—
Soriano’s work is placed in historical
context of the post-war era. The next
section, “Pioneering Steel Houses,”
examines the work within the archi-
tectural canon of Case Study and
California Modernism. An illustrated
catalogue of complete works is price-
less, as is the unfinished autobiogra-
phy that the architect never took far-
ther than notes. Chronology and map
of realized works in Los Angeles are
bonuses. Throughout, the book is
illustrated with wonderfully printed
photos of finished and in-progress
works, drawings, and documents.

Phaidon Press,
226 pages, hardcover, $59.95.

. Getty Conservation I}iﬁfﬁm
1136 pages, softcover, 824.9

Luis Barragan:

El Pueblo: The Historic Heart of
Los Angeles, by Jean Bruce Poole
and Tevwy Ball. This book is about
real LA history—where it all started.
This richly illustrated book includes a
detailed timeline from 1542, when
explorer Juan Cabrillo lands at San
Pedro and claims the land for Spain,
to 2003, when the Sepulveda House
restoration is set to be complete. The
rich history of our area is brought to
flife through photos, paintings, docu-
ments, and intense research of the
site, its buildings, art, and people.
This includes the history of the peo-
ple behind the names we all know so
well: Pico, Olvera, Merced, Gamier,
Cabrillo, Sepulveda, etc. Unfortunately,
the names not mentioned are of
those who were involved in the
restoration of the site, including
landscape architect Katherine Spitz,
environmental graphic designer
Wayne Hunt, and many others..

unction of Emotion

Luis Barragan (1902-1988) is a
Pritzker Prize-winning architect,
whose work seduces with form and
color. In Luis Barragan: The Complete
Works (Princeton Architectural Press,
1996), architect Alvaro Siza
expounds poetically on Barragan’s
work:

“Architecture that envelops us
like a physical presence, simple and
dense, defying description, imitation
and photography; universal and pres-
ent. The exterior is unaggressive,
becoming anonymous. Yet—unex-
pectedly and occasionally—it stands
out sharply like a detail from an out-
of-focus landscape. ...

"Talking seems superfluous;
everything is unigue, yet never
demanding. The light is relaxing, or
ecstatic. And the color? It matches
the variable state of the Soul. ..."

Robert Irwin Getty Garden, by
Lawrence Weschler; photographs by
Becky Cohen. Printing the expanded
version of Weschler's famed essay
"When Fountainheads Collide” from
The New Yorker, this lush and seduc-
tive book gives an intense glimpse
into Irwin's thoughts, feelings, and
processes in creating the Getty
Center's garden. Interspersed
between the detailed photographs
are transcripts from conversations
between Weschler and Irwin as they
walk the gardens discussing the Raku
experience, searches for rocks, and
spatial relationships in the paintings
of Mondrian and Morandi, among
other broad and specific topics. In a
beautiful ‘nod to the experiential
essencg of agarden, the last segment
of the Book is word-free, and replete
with stunning photographs.

J. Paul Getty Museum,

192 pages, hardcover, $45.




For those of you who missed out on recent SAH/SCC tours, or would like
nore information for your reference, here’s an opportunity to get your
hands on the publications printed especially for SAH/SCC events.

Don't let another chance pass you by.

Avenel Homes: two-fold, two-color brochure from “Ain on Avenel” Tour
at $2 each

The Historic and Modern Spirit of Ventura: 20-page guide
___at $10 each

Modernism For the Masses: three-fold brochure with inserts of detailed floorplans of

Eichler homes visited on the tour to Orange County
at $10 each

Cool Pools: Booklet and cassette tape from “Reflections on Water: Cool Pools Along Sunset Boulevard.”

at $10 each members
at $15 each non-members

Sarasota: 26-page, full-color brochure of works by Sarasota school architects from * On Parallel
Lines: The Sarasota Modern Movement 1948-1966."
at $10 each

Reconsidering Lloyd Wright: 21-page. four color booklet from “Reconsidering Lloyd
Wright House Tour.”
____at $10 each

Union Station and MTA Transit Center: A two-fold map for a self-guided walking tour
including hustorical facts and photos

at $2 each

Spanish Romance: Tour brochure of San Marino and Pasadena, visiting historic landmarks
such as the Mission San Gabriel ArcAngel, El Molino Viejo, Mrs. Ethel Guthrie’s House, and
Mrs. Grace A. Ohlmund's House

at $2 each

Eagle Rock — LA's Home Town: 17-page handbook with history and self-guided tour of
Eagle Rock, by Jeff Samudio
at $4 each

David Gebhard Annual Review: Essays on the Works Project Administration by Robert W,
Winter, Orville 0. Clarke, Jr., and Mitzi March Mogul.
at $5 each

Prices include sales tax. Total: $

[ check enclosed (payble to SAH/SCC)
O charge my credit card: O Amex [ visa O mc

Card Number E_xpiraiion Date
Signature
Name: =l

E-mail Address — This helps to contact you with important information
SAH/SCC never gives e-mail information to a third party

Street
City:
State: Zip:

Daytime phone: Evening phone:

Make checks payable to SAH/SCC
Send to: SAH/SCC, P.0. Box 56478 Sherman Oaks, CA 91413

R.M. Schindler’s
2+ Southall House

now available

Schindler is
in the Histo
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Anthony Realty rrend of the Schindler House  323.664.1388

HENNESSEY + INGALLS FOR THE BEST SELECTION OF
BOOKS ON ARCHITECTURE - ART - PHOTOGRAPHY - DESIGN

HENNESSEY
+INGALLS

ART + ARCHITECTURE
B o o K S

1254 IRD STREET PROMENADE
SANTA MONICA, CA. 90401
PHONE 310 458 8074
FAX 310 394 2928
EMAIL-HIBKS@AQOL.COM

PHONE, FAX AND E-MAIL ORDERS WELCOME OPEN DAILY 10:00 AM - B:00 PM

Fill out Form below, print and send to:

SAH/SCC
P.O. Box 56478
Sherman Qaks, CA 91413

SAH/SCC Event:

Membership Celebration - December Bth
member ticket(s) FREE

Luis Barragan: The Function of Emotion - December 15th
member ticket(s) FREE

SAH/SCC Membership Benefits:

Subscription to bi-monthly SAH/SCC News
Member prices for SAH/SCC events
10% discount at Form Zero Architectural Books + Gallery

Membership Categories:

$35 Member (Individual - $15 additional name, same address as member)
$20 Student (with copy of current |.D.)
$100 Patron (up to 2 names at same address)

$500 LiFe Member (one time contribution)
$750 Friend of SAH/SCC (one time contribution, one name)
$1500 Corporate Spansor (annual contribution; call 800.9SAHSCC for
specific sponsorship opportunities)

SAH/SCC Membership:

at$ each=$%

[membership category)
Total: $

O check enclosed (payble to SAH/SCC)
[ charge my credit card: [ AmEx O visa O mc

Card Number )  Expiration Date

Signature

Name:

E-mail Address — This helps to contact you with important information on the event you requested

SAH/SCC never gives e-mail information to a third party.

Street:

City:

State: . Zip:

Daytime phone: Evening phone:

Make checks payable to SAH/SCC
Send to; SAH/SCC, P.0. Box 56478 Sherman Oaks, CA 91413

800.95AHSCC

c all

n S




