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Improvisations, Consciousness of Japanese Tradition 

Emmerich Simoncsics 
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Improvisations 

Improvisations are unusual in the architectural 
practice. Through the interdisciplinary coopera­
tion with musicians and professionals of the 
performing arts (choreographer, pantomime, 
etc.) experimental improvisations were initiated 
at the Technical University of Vienna twenty 
years ago. 

At first artists performed the improvisations. 
Paintings and architectural facades served as 
graphic scores for music composers or paint­
ings were transformed into movement. A 
pantomime turned the body-language of 
architecture into human gestures in order to 
understand the characteristics of a building, 
etc. Gradually students also tried to improvise 
architecture from painting, music or dance. 
Selecting a piece of art as "improvisation 
source", the designer had to understand its 
compositional principles and make an architec­
tural model within three hours. Important was 
to find those parameters which were common 
in art and architecture. 

With a specific architectural task (function) 
and spatial idea (construction) in mind, the 
student had to create the adequate architec­
tural form as model (mostly made from 
papercardboard, wood or metal). 

Since 1987 improvisations have become a 
constituent part of the educational program 
"Applied Aesthetics"at the Technical University 
of Vienna. 

The Essence of Improvisation 
•It is a highly concentrated and disciplined work. 
thai can only be made in a short time. 

•It challenges the designer's personal capability. 
Being a psychologically complex process in a short 
period of time, it becomes the subject of scientific 
investigation. 

•It is the first essential impulse to find the basic idea 
of a project, which must be further developed in a 
second phase. 

•The repetition of improvisations under various 
aspects is possible. 

•Improvisations, having an intuitive and spontane­
ous character, are the most creative part of the 
designing process. 

•Through the limited amount of time (three hours) 
for the improvisation and through the selected 
inspiration sources (painting, a piece of music or a 
dance-position), which are not architecture, imita­
tions (of exsiting buildings), speculation (ideologi­
cal, etc.) and arbitrariness should be avoided. 
Individual creastivitiy is required. 

•By dealing with various compositional principles 
(in two semesters twelve improvisations give the 
opportunity to work with sources of different an 
forms) the aesthetic sense should be strengthened 

•Improvistation supports the development of 
aestheic consciousness. It supplies the necessary 
criteria for a more objective judgement instead of 
arbitrariness and matters of taste. 

•Disciplined improvisation is required especially in 
architecture. Through a strong impact, over­
developed phantasy may arise. The sensitivity for a 
well-balanced composition demands discipline. 
Architccuture is the an of abstraction and 
reduction. 

• By studying the essence of various art forms, we can 
compile an inventory of different compositional 
principles. In the English language the etymologi­
cal relationship between the two following 
concepts is interesting: INVENTORY and 
INVENT. Only with the necessary inventory of 
various compositional principles (which have been 
applied in the past) in mind, are we able to 
•"invent"new ideas. 

•Improvisations therefore also foster the develop­
ment of one's own anistic language. 
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Improvisations in Cooperation with the Univer­
sity of Tokyo 
Using the same sources for the improvisation in 
Tokyo. Japan as well as in Vienna, Austria 
(painting, music or dance of western origin), one of 
the topics of our research was to explore differences 
between ihe reaction of Japanese and European 
students of architecture. 
Differences were expected by the different cultural 
and educational premises. These differences ought to 
be expressed by different techniques in building an 
architectural model or by a different viewing of 
architectural space 
None of these deviations, however, were really 
noticeable. Although some of the Japanese students 
showed a perfected skill in handling paper (influ­
ence of origami), most of the students used 
paperboard or cardboard to build the constructional 
elements of the model. Austrian students often used 
wood or metal. These differences, however, do not 
show relevant deviations. There was doubt in the 
beginning as to whether or not the result of 
e\aluation would bring striking dilTcrcneces. Bui 
after having asked all the Japanese participants of 
the improvisation studio to judge all models, the 
students" opinion was convergent and in complete 
accordance with the judgement of the European 
students 

This indicates that during the improvisation 
traditional architecture has no influence, 

•the impulse received from the inspiration sources 
(modern art) effects both European and Japanese 
designer in the same intensity. 

•accepting the compositional principles of art. the 
criteria for judgement are deary determined. 

•the main criterion for the quality of the architec­
tural project is the recognition of it as a 
composition. 

1 Sachiko Hayashi 

k 
3 Kanichi Miyatani 

r 
5 5 Hiroshi Itoh 

1 m-% :; 7 Chizuru Nureki 

9 • fflSfr 9 Keisuke Toyoda 

10 Improvisation projects made by the following students 
of architecture 

7 m 
V>4> 

2 Jun Sato 

4 Akihiko Tsuru 4 ffifflS 

6 Atf3lfa 6 Miwa Sadatomo 

8 Masashi Hino 

N 

i 
10 ft** 10 Dai Shimazaki 
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Composition in Architecture 
Composiiion involves the specific interrelationship 
between iis components, that leads to a synergciic 
elTect of the organic whole. 

There are specific compositional principles inherent 
10 architecture: 
•Architectural Order 
Function, construction and from must be in 
harmony. Function also includes economy. Con­
struction means the most adequale static system for 
the spalial composition. Throughout history the 
architectural space has been dependent on technol­
ogy. Form must be in accordance with ihe identity 
of the building, with the local situation (genius 
loci-), with the spirit of the age (interrelationship or 
other arts) and with material and color. 
F.ach of these three parameters must also find its 
rectification in the other two parameters. 
•Urban Order 
Architecture also includes urban design (city 
planning). Within a single building one style should 
prevail; from its detail lo the largest architectural 
element (intrinsic quality). In urban design existing 

buildings in a neighborhood (sometimes in com­
pletely different style) must be considered as 
elements of the composition (extrinsic quality). 
Similarly, even larger urban units must not ignore 
the characteristic features of the adjacent urban 
development, 
• Social Order 

Ignorance in architecture also means ignorance in 
society. As a piece of art expresses the mental 
altitude of the artist, architecture reflects the 
organization of a society. 
It is interesting to note, that interrelationship in 
architecture is not restricted to geometric (abstract) 
forms. Since the architect transmits his personality 
to the building, architecture is also the expression of 
an identity. Architectural objects communicate with 
each other, ihey also have a hierarchical order 
according to their role in the society. A temple, a 
ejtj hall and a museum, etc. have more importance 
than office buildings or appartment houses. Their 
position in the city (spatial arrangement, etc.) is 
more significant. 
At the same time architecture also communicates 
with the beholder. The characters of buildings differ. 

A building can be inviting, aggressive, aloof, 
generous, intimate, tense, graceful, attractive, capti­
vating, withdrawn, prepotent, etc. Describing the 
character of a building we use human attributes. The 
explanation to this phenomenon could only be 
clarified in cooperation with a famous pantomime 
(Samy Molcho), who is able to transform the 
body-language of architecture into human gesture, 
based on the formal expression of the building. 
Then we could understand, how architecture 
radiates those various characters. 
Because of the strict geometric forms of modern 
architecture the facial character of the facade 
gradually disappears. I f we compare modern 
buildings with historical edifices, which have a 
foudation, body and head (see skyscrapers in New 
York), we can see. that human proportions also 
vanish. As for high-rise buildings, it is mainly the 
entrance that has retained the function of outward 
communication. 
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Kunio Maekawa. Metroporitan Cuitural Center, Tokyo: 
The slightly pointed upper corner of the wall is like the 
starting point of a brush-stroke 

Consciousness of Japanese Tradition 

Japanese Script and Architecture 
Applied Aesthetics is a discipline which includes 
the investigation of the sources for fomal expression. 
With this aim in mind, the interrelationship between 
visual arts, music, dance and even poetry can be 
revealed. This method of thinking leads lo a 
consciousness of ourselves. In transforming elements 
from one art form lo another, the most characteristic 
parameters undergo an abstract metamorphosis that 
takes place, in most cases, unconsciously. The 
explicite demonstration of the process shows our 
mental behavior: how we judge an idea or how we 
react to the things we perceive. If we can 
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demonstrate a close relationship between painting 
and architecture in the European culture and if we 
assume that the general disposition of mankind all 
over the world is at least similar, we should find 
comparable phenomena in the Japanese tradition as 
well. 
Figural painting supplies different aspects to 
architecture as does abstract painting. Architecture 
as an abstract art can be easily compared with 
abstract painting; this was demonstrated in the first 
installment of our publication. 

Comparing the most wide spread European script 

(the Latin alphabet) with the Chinese characters 
(Kanj i) : both are abstracted forms of an image. 
Whereas in the Latin script the number of letters was 
reduced to around 24. Chinese characters, which 
have been used in Japan, count more than 50,000. 
Today, although ihe basic Kanji were reduced to 
2,(XK). Sino-Jananese characters maintained their 
image describing features. 
Interesting to note is that the Egyptian hieroglyphic 
symbols, standing for a word, idea or sound, 
showing birds or tools, etc. with special meanings, 
are not as abstract as the Chinese characters. 
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I would go so far to suggest, that Chinese characters 
are abstract drawings and also calligraphy as formal 
expression is related to Chinese and Japanese 
traditional architecture. Iking composed of brush 
strokes, the structural form of a Kanji can be 
compared with the way architectural elements are 
assembled in traditional wood constructions. 
Similarly to European examples Chinese characters 
also show spatial arrangements both >crticall> (roof, 
multi-storeyed constructions, etc.) and horizontally 
(spatial arrangements of a court, etc.). 

Usually a sketch is first made and architecture is 
then built. It is presumable that drawings of wood 
constructions had the greatest impact on the final 
form of Chinese characters. 

i ^ 1 » V 
ir ' > - - : . v 

Farmer's house in l/umo 

Olympic Hall 'Kenzo Tange 
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This close relationship between architecture and 
script is the reason why traditional architecture 
influenced even modern architecture in Japan, 
although the building material has changed from 
wood to reinforced concrete. 
In writing Chinese characters the movement of the 
hand becomes habitual in a specific way. that may 
influence art forms which have to do with drawing 
(painting, architecture, etc.). 
By the introduction of the word-processor the young 
Japanese generation could gradually lose the strong 
relationship to this essential source of Japanese 
culture. 
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Japanese Garden and Urban Design 
The garden as model for city planning is not 
unknown in Europe. The baroque garden, for 
example, was a quasi-crilicism on the low n planning 
of the Middle Ages with its narrow urban spaces. 
The baroque garden enlarged the space with wide 
axial "streets" and vista of an object at the 
intersections of the axes. This compositional 
principle was followed by several cities in Europe 
(Paris-see picture) and in the United States 
(Washington D.C.). 

Several of the traditional gardens in Japan belong to 
the most famous in the world. They are isolated 
units in a city and we wish to investigate whether 
their compositional principles have influenced the 
urban design in Japan as well. 
Public gardens are the lungs of a city, the necessary 
reservoir of fresh air for the inhabitants The fresh 
air. however, has to be supplied to the whole area of 
the city by adequate channels. These channels are 
the green belts in the town. Very important is the 
role of the existing channels, such as rivers or water 
canals, which can easily be developed into the main 
arteries of a city through vegetation. 
In most of the Japanese gardens, water in form of a 
pond or brook. represents an essential 
compositional element. Why not in the city as well? 
Especially in Tokyo is the revaluation of these 
elements one of the tasks of urban design. 

One can observe as well the most wonderful 
relationship between "water" and "land" in 
Japanese traditional gardens with a pond. The 
transition from water to land and the harmony 
between the two elements represent a composition 
seldom found so perfectly in nature. 
In Japan good examples for a healthy relationship 
between nature and human settlements can be found 
in the countryside as well as on the seashore (fisher 
villages) But economic considerations in urban 
settlements (cities on the seashore), even on a small 
scale (resort area), disturb this harmony. 
Japanese gardens have a spatial arrangement, which 
is the most conspicuous feature of traditional 
compositional principles. There is no symmetry, 
which would create monumentally, and no axis, 
which would initiate the visitor to hurry through the 
garden On the contrary: there are places w hich force 
the beholder to slow down his/her steps or even to 
stop, in order 10 enjoy the scenery of the garden 
Through objects in the foreground and background 
and through the surrounding "wair'formed by 
plants, a space is created Experiencing the sequence 
of such spaces in the garden results in a highly 
aesthetic delight. 

In modern cities man is forced to rush through the 
streets or people are accustomed to using the subway 
instead of walking through the city. 

The reason why people hurry through the streets, is 
that they seldom find inviting urban spaces where 
they can stay. The pedestrians stop at restaurants or 
caffs for their rest. The land in the city is too 
expensive to create areas for people without 
consumption. 

Architecture is the main carrier of culture. Urban 
design, as a larger scale of architecture, has the same 
significance Cultural consideration must gain 
preference over economical exploitation of the land 
in the city. It is a political decision whether 
economy or culture has priority (in Europe the 
mayor is competent for the cultural image of the 
town). 
Urban spaces for retreat have a quasi-interior 
character, which form an important pendant to the 
public parks. The interior charactter of urban space 
can be achieved only through architecture. This 
means, architectural facades must be the walls 
encompassing this space. Here the facade has a 
cultural historical function and its relationship to 
the advertisements demonstrate the struggle between 
culture and economy. 
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Tokyo is said to be not only one city, but rather 
1000 villages. These subcentres around the city 
gradually vanish. The shopping streets expand, but 
the significance of the spiritual centers, such as the 
shrine, temple or other cultural facilities disappear. 
The house is the "cel l" of a town. The prisate house 
in Japan includes the garden ( K A T F I stands for 
home of a family. K A house and T E I = gardcn) If 
it is true that the cell possesses the characteristic 
feature of the whole organism, the idea that the 
house and garden form a unit must be found in the 
city as well. Ancient wood prints show that rivers 
and water canals in the center of Tokyo represented 
a dominant element in the city and that both private 
and public buildings were embedded in green areas 

In fact the traditional structure of Tokyo 
maintained a similar disposition to the traditional 
garden, where spatial units were arranged side by 
side. Following this principle and considering the 
possibilities of new technologies, this urban struc­
ture corresponding to the Japanese tradition could 
appear as shown in the picture (Fig.6.7.8). 
Is it possible that the existing subway net in Tokyo, 
with its combined radial and circular traffic system, 
is in accordance with the above described structures 
of the city? 

3 iftSBS. Xft 

3 Koraku-en Park in Tokyo: 
Japanese gardens and parks for strolling about: A 
sequence of spaces separated by vagetation 

5 m w ^ & t u e a a a . ft*. 1799* 2 « i i » B T 

5 Garden of Konchi-in temple. Kyoto, woodprint, 1799: 
Vegetation as space separating element. The Japanese 
garden as model for the city of Tokyo, (see next picture 
on the right side) 

7 Town-space 

4 Kft(0«ii r-f-<nttj. t h f h * ' . ( » t t . #K<t 

4 Structure of Tokyo "1.000 villages".each possessing its 
own spiritual center (shrine, temple. ). 
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6 a) Old (spiritual) center, 
b) New business and administration areas, forming the 
space-separating function similar to the vagetation in the 
Japanese garden and also determining uiban space. 
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The Origin of Applied Aesthetics 

The cradle of Applied Aesthetics, is the 
University of Tokyo in Japan. In studying the 
traditional architecture at the University of 
Tokyo as a research student, I inverstigated the 
influence of tradition on modern Japanese 
architecture. 

Finding many examples of this influence, 
most of them did not satisfy completely the 
aesthetic demand. Transposing a wood con­
struction into reinforced concrete without 
formal or and structural consequences did not 
correspond to the possibilities of the new 
technology and to the spirit of that time. 

Tradition as "inspiration source "is important if 
one is to maintain a consistency in culture. 
There are many sources within one cultural 
area which can be brought into a new context 
by abstraction or innovative interpretation. 
How to transform the"old "into a new interpre­
tation, was the topic of my reserch. 

I received the first impact in 1964 from 
Kenzo Tange's Olympic hall in Tokyo. In his 
building a sensitive relationship to the tradi­
tional architecture is apparent showing artistic 
innovationand respect to culture simultaneous­
ly. 

A new impulse in developing the methods of 
Applied Aesthetics was for me the very urgent 
problem of overcoming the Japanese language 
barrier. The consideration of Sino-Japanese 
script being abstract drawings of images, 
encouraged me to transform the structures of 
the Kanji into a mnemonic code. In the course 
of thirty years this codesystem has been 
developed to a computer-software. A 
Japanese-English Code-Dictionary, including 

80 ,000 words, is the result of this research 
project, which was carried out in cooperation 
with Prof. Masao Iri of the University of Tokyo. 

The most important impulse in continuing 
research activities on Applied Aesthetics was 
the chance of interdisciplinary cooperation 
with artists at the Technical University of 
Vienna. The main idea was to diminish the 
possibility of direct formal imitation of existing 
buildings in the designing process This does 
not mean that the student should ignore the 
experiences with histoncal buildings. On the 
contrary; students must be aware of the 
archiectural practice of the past (inventory). In 
the short period of the designing process 
(improvisation), however, the student should 
use abstract compositional principles (similar to 
a mathematical formula) which he she can find 
in various pieces of art (inspiration souree). The 
response to these sources brings about true, 
contemporary ideas, which are latently existing 
in the innermost of the designer. These hidden 
ideas must be activated by the impact from a 
non-architectural source (invention). 

The essence of this improvisation would be 
completely misunderstood if used like a recipe 
It must be considered an open system, which 
can lead to a completely new knowledge. 

A necessary step in our research was to 
examine the validity of the essential theses of 
Applied Aesthetics with students of different 
cultures. At the Technical University of Vienna 
the improvisations were attended by students 
from Europe and the United States. The 
cooperation with several colleges of art was 
highly appreciated. 

At the University of Tokyo it was Hisao 
Koyama. professor at the Department of 
Architecture, who gave me the opportunity to 
carry out these improvisations with his stu­
dents. After a five year coooperation, it can be 
said, that creativity on principle comes from the 
open-mindedness to new ideas. Comprehend­
ing the concept of composition, we can find 
countless sources in both our natural and 
artificial environment. 

Especially in our universities, universal think­
ing should be fostered. This kind of holistic 
thinking is a necessary means in avoiding the 
disadvantages of specialization. 

Human beings are the first beings that are 
able to explore their environment and that of all 
other creatures as well. Men explores the 
cosmos. Man became a "thinking cel l" of the 
universe, which is thought to be a harmousious 
system. 

If this thesis is true, we are bound to achieve 
an organic whole in all our efforts. 

The largest unit of architectural design is the 
city. In my future research I would like to 
inverstigate the applicability of Applied Aes­
thetics concerning the very complex designing 
process of city planning as well. 

In 1994 Austria and Japan celebrated the 
125th anniversary of a "Friendship Agree­
ment". On this occasion cultural programs 
were exchanged between the two. May the 
anniversary also give the chance to expand 
our cooperation in the field of achitecture. 
• Emmerich Simoncsics 
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> LXLfrfffrlX^%fr^tzcr>X\ mt£ 

o X % m W % \ l \ \ X < r > X \ \ L T 

^ w«|'T-(, gc^f^wV 7 h a ^ - C * S & j » w 

^ L T ' > L i i S c W ( z t t t 
ftT^' § fev > kizlitt->x^>li<r)-mx-*)') * 

M e t r o p o l i t a n 
L i b r a r y 

l i . H i : t 4 * « ^ « ^ & o f c - c 

i ^ T - l i ^ l ^ -
» b < l i r K < t j r>"#aitj c U ^ f c t & f r ' b , 

S ^ i T K L l ' . JR/cL-Til&cDJtSili rififtibj 

» « o T i s a L / ; c
 rttibjroiieT»ffl?nfc»m« 

l iMic f L T r L o < ' J L ^ K i b j t r t » * * f C 

SD9507 
142 



mm 

A5¥'J 284M 

4 0 1 7 R 

i 

*». I f tLT-t - ) « t / ^ 

& S # v f * « > t o j t * 3 — d » > t ^ 

* I f t t l & M & l f i Ltz>). %m. \)M<n&% 

<r> i mi s * & * a s i b t s s 111 £ -3 t . 

> t 6 P R i - f r t t i ^ i - & £ a $ $ $ $ o M $ 

—. # V i v a y - i j > : s — , ' / - r ^ u -

t n - y , - < D - , ; I) -/ i T ^ 6 0 1 7 

- i 8 W - * i i ^ f t i $ n ^ n ^ - i * t - ^ - n ^ ^ ^ t t 

'J T iv if v a t > H«K5̂ >fU )iX' &f)-)?zZ\t 

fiO**f|to*fe#j. & $ i * t i g ! 3 ^ f 9 t t M H 

i i t t ^ . ^ $ S & P , &56«oifiJgfiO:t*aB*«b 

fcMMtEL&a L * » L 'J 7 7 - H i - c o J: t U 

5fc s^ft; i - l fm am K-^tm fit h mm, 
*7 ltzM'J±U&<nJj&ZZM>£nW%Lm<l 

£ 9 t> tWT-*>^ i •) « l i ^ E * 
p - t : X i O ^ - > L T W - C ^ - S c o - C l i 

* <, mfc* Wi WMK)%WMftA u»iB L J: 

y^^')Z.y.xhh. %W&t$%%W%\ 
&m%w&X'}>t), w ^ i L i i 4 - i . ^ . <?-

* { I t K - 7 > K.T,#iO ') 7 7 - h < 

T-^-1til(i \ ifi«c ? i l h Vim 12 T r A ifiW» 

* • (-1 i 11 : ' t : 6 h o I i f £ 61 > -i iii!i£-C-^ 

2Fto'«;* •>. ttzmtimxk&i)<mxi\.& 
mwwmx$^\ 

£ Is 5 . i £ f f e v ^ Km*ZfthWt?. 

< tt l 6 ^ * 1 6 ^ 0 t izm 

M,$iLXK*z>frt>v$>i>. 

/ ic fe t Xii ̂ <r> • > K ' J . 
-in-'; r i f i f t«mj Tt t^fro 

a n - s ^ L T ^ B a j i t t f f ^ t ^ f e ' U f e , ztitrnm-

* i : « » ^ B « « : » 3 t L f e o L^U^COrtH 

y- xa =jfin<bcoKff £ t < t» 7 i f^ 'J -cu 
>i-<. r K<b j«^co^-B«S; ' *^»%' r4 ' <#T i J 

a«i>*H8B* sxMtbis 7000R 

143 



L 
P 

| / \ 

I 
K fig 

I V 

i 
* 
KB 

* 

¥ 1 . 8 0 0 ( ^ ) 
V7r-?J/<— I88XI28™1 616^—> 

7M—JJ^f "tA* 
0 1 2 0 - 1 5 5 6 2 8 S T 

TI4I ! * 8 A 111 EX 5SH2-4-5 7>*y?7503 

C U95 HOF TOKYO. ftVfMUH*.9'17*T' /73./w<-K*. IRH 

B B$ : 6M 3011 ( iT) I6:30II1W ,1 fiilPilfc ft 
i§p/t : Vf tn l l l ^ - rMI IW^f f f ra^* : 
£ l * 9 # & : ttffW 

: IO.000R 

Tel : 03-3209 4300 ttl ' j / ' l ' f f 

#)W : - 71| 22II ( t) 11:00-19:00 

auvWJc i i iKXA ' i& i 22-1 Tei: 03-3754-2200 

SONIC 8 8 3 j 

£ « ] : 7 l j 2 4 l l ( U ) - 2 9 n ( I.) 11:00-19:00 
£ i § : T 7 •> * • ^ T 7 ') - Tel : 03-3584-4306 
* ft fiCiSK A 4̂  * 5 17-1A XIS t ;W4F 

Tel : 03-3955 2116 Fax : 03-3955-2117 

K « 7 - ^ 9 - ^ P y i ^ M 9 9 5 

RSfi: f'.-*».Vv1(#Hfr). 7 i t - * t - ' M M ) . 

'I''£'&<4£*). t / v - 7 f / M ( 7 / h ' X y -
J8M : 8 H 2 7 | | ( H ) - 9 H I 0 I I ( H ) 

: &ftlt! • fl#i"rWc«IHWc«'J'-?Rflli 

#»Q» : 40.0O0ff l«t t(g}f l • t l f f f t L - ) 
$ LA.?* : A4 l , ^ l f ' i i : 7 D7 < MVf t 
8H 5II ( !.)•£• ti T \ I S f c T - ^ - ^ y n y x n 

28o-i*g?fiPif'i>tt«i'/< 9 J i f t H r t ) * ? H & rai* 
: Tel : 082488-2111. Fax \ 082488-2978 

U'i I. L id-Hf t ' - i ) . i ^ - lSTe l : 03- 3439-7104.Fax : 
03-3439 5697. N I F T Y ! BXD00737U'JU-.*»K*f* 

3 tlfzmftm .'ill J) »U if r K £ 11991 #12 & »7. ? ii 

0 ^ $ 

t i 0 

i^<b u T ^ m f i g ^ ? g r - K r ^ - 5 ( 7 ) r i i ^ 

« l ^ U-7c17 r i is ^ & hMimvr . j i f ^ r 

"jmi-Y>JfliTS c«tlnlL"< , rU'xU /KiS. 

t^•^><i:.E.t^^-ro 
u*^u 

e t c - ? " , J^ feTt^Sr^ : , 

m tp « a h 

N E 5 C R 

I l l l S i ^ ^ t l ^ S i f l 

* *± T999-23 lJjff?«mFirrT'l>€^225SJft. 
* SS0238 (49) 2011 * 

« • « * » T=108 I f l S « 2 2 i 3 T i 7 * 4 ^ 
«IS03(3454)51417<it* 

SD9507 
144 



• » M H H 

• # 1 ********** 

• 



£ m m w m m / * a * m £ i s t t 

* *± • $ ^ ^ ^ O03-3344-1851 (f t) 
*B5**± • *RS£*± 006-448-5851 (f t) 



T H E H U M A N D I M E N S I O N F R O M K O T O B U K I 

• • • • • • V 

• • • • • • J 

I. 

'1 v 

6 

K « 0 * T - O B * U - K « I 

m ^ ' f t 100 Tel.03-3591-1311(ft) 
*L*01l-221-3496 «fi0177-43-7321 t»30188-63-9511 S3S0196-25-0713 *4t022-284-1011 * 30292-25-8222 JLW»0286-62-7251 ^8043-275-2161 $1048-883-5566 
RBF0422-53-8221 11*045-471-7151 if H025-243-2216 ?tf?0262-28-9722 *»5S054-282-8792 SSS052-773-4321 ?K075-371-3221 **06-396-51U * R0762-47-7422 
*F078-271-8585 r=)U;086-246-0818 S^0878-51-9140 £8082-230-1261 Ui«0852-22-7511 n»092-441-0763 ft 1*0958-64-0102 ft£*0992-58-2361 .*«098-863-7803 



FK»S<tO««*J 1945-1995 
#M : 1995$4fH9B 6B4B 
#4 : SSEHWtt 

*£>-m*v>o 4-EiU±-ent><o^K*|5]i^ft 

&U Ftf$X'$)Z>0 

in • 

i i 
SD9507 
148 

W ^ t y v tzotlo ii * o y\z\±7- u iffcHt 

< B#1958-2> - e n ^ H A ^ i t ^ T M 

I ' j t u t f tinjtt#oiMP9 

L^rUfcf t f ) FllPMj fci>-r#£lt\ 

t i)i l rjgn i < o rfsj I tcmj-c # 

-

S »' 

. i 

1 V 

ft 

^ i » n ? ) i t ^ i i i i \ mm. mm. yn, 

fc f -) t f | f w i <7)Oiiv %0fâ  4 a k W H I 
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Back Issues 

9403 B ioc l ima t i c S k y s c r a p e r s : Recent Works of 
T.R.Hamsa & Yeang: Presents architects experimenting 
with high-rise architecture that addresses the need lor 
adaptation to the natural environment. The Cell-City: The 
Terrestrial Standard of the 21st Century: New Ideas on 
ways to subdivide metropolises into multiple 'cel ls ' 
¥ 1,950 

9411 Airport Architeture as the Nexus of the City: 
Featuring Kansai International Airport Passenger Terminal 
Bldg. And 21 airport terminal buildings in the world; 
Stansterd, Denver. Chicago O'Hare. Stuttgart, San Pablo. 
King Abdul Aziz in Jeddah, New Seoul Metropolitan, Chek 
Lap Kok in Hong Kong, etc. Texts; Deyan Sudjic. Paul 
Andreu, Hiroyoshi Yamada, Noriaki Okabe, etc. ¥3,500 

9404 A l l W o r k s of Yasu fum i K i j i m a : Introduces 
posthumous works: Kamimuta Matsuo Shnne, Villa 'Coffin' 
Aso, Y A S House, The Cue Saint Domes, Toryo High 
School, Nishizato Primary School, Nagatoro Youth Center 
'Jeunesse', Toyoson Stonemason Museum, Competition 
Design, etc. ¥3,000 

9412 SD Review 1994: Featureing SD Review 1994: The 
13th Exhibition of Winning Architectural Models and 
Drawings. Text: Naoyuki Takashima. etc. International 
Co l laborat ion P ro jec t : The Ch i l d ren ' s V i l lage in 
Oswiecim: Architect: Mario Botta, Fumio Maki, etc. Projet 
pour La Chapelle de St. Viogor de Mieux par Takubo 2. 
¥ 1,950 

9405 Modern Architecture of Eastern Germany: Focus 
on Expressionist architecture: H. Poelzig; Talsperre, E. 
Mendelsohn; Hutkabrik, Einsteinturm, B Taut: Grabmal 
Wissinger, Schulkomplex am Nordnerplatz, W. Gropius; 
Bauhaus, J . Gesing; August-Bebel Realshule, etc. ¥ 1.950 

9501 Riken Yamamoto: Introducing his works for last 5 
years. Ryokuentoshi=lnter-Junction City, Takashimacho 
Gate of the Yokohama Expo'89, Day Care Center for the 
Geriatric Patients. Junior High School in Iwadeyama, 
House in Kamakura, House in Okayama, etc. Text by 
Riken Yamamoto, torn Heneghan, Motomu Uno. ¥3,000 

9406 Art in the Workplace: Observes and berifies Space 
for Contemporary An' SD9103 and 'Art and public Space' 
SD9211, this is the third in the series investigating relation 
ships between art and space. Text: Fumio Nanjo, Dana 
Friis-Hansen. Interview: Marjory Jacobson. ¥2,500 

L S 
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9502 Baroque Arch i tec ture in S ic i l y and L e c c e : 
Features the distinctive Baroque style resulting Irom the 
mingling of Roman Baroque and the indigenous ancient 
Grecian and Hellenistic cultures. Introduces Palazzo 
Spadaro, etc. Photos: Ichiro Ono. Text : Hirohide 
Yakeyama, Masanobu Hasegawa. Satoshi Okada. 
¥ 1,950 

9407 The Works of Peter Walker: Minimalism and 
Landscape Architecture; Introduces Peter Walker Willian 
Johnson and Partners' main works and future projects: 
Tokio Marin Oyama Training Center, Center for the 
Advanced Science and Technology. Marugame Station 
Plaza, IBM Japan Makuhari, Solana, Hotel Kempinsky, 
Europa-Haus, Longacres Park. etc. ¥ 2.200 

9503 Multi-unit Houseing Today: Introduce architects 
who have made many multi-unit housing recently and their 
works. Masahiko Araki: Living Alley, Takao Endo: Higashi-
Osaka Yoshita Public Housing Complex. Hidetoshi Ohno: 
YKK Namerikawa Domitory, Yuzuru Tominaga: Shinchi 
Housing-C, Yasumitsu Matsunaga: Project 951. Makoto 
Motokura: Seikousou. ¥1.950 

9408 Massimil iano Fuksas : His recent works; School 
Saint-Exupery. Graffiti's Museum of Niaux's Cave, Brest 
City Center university. Sports Complex, Housing, Parking, 
etc Text; Doriana O. Mandrelli. Otto Steidle, Hideto 
Horiike. Rumanian Orthodox Churches in Mordovia: 
Four churches builded 16th century. Photos, Takeshi 
Taira. Text; Yoshi Yamazaki, Riichi Miyake. ¥ 1,950 

9504 Serves from the Technoscape: Focus some scenes or 
landscape constructed by industrial facilities, civil engineering 
structures, etc. Introduce Wind Firm. The Thames Barrier, The 
Arecibo Observatory. The Kurobe Dam. Shiobara Hydro-
Electric Power Station, Kasai Sewage Processing Plant, Trans-
Tokyo Bay Highway. Drilling Platform. Japan Microgravity 
Center, Circular Farm, etc. ¥ 3,000 

9409 Ideas and Approachies to Architecture and the City: 
A New U.S. East Coast Movement; Introduces 11 architects. 
B. Shirdel / J . Kipnis, Michael Sorkin Studio, S. de Martino, A. 
Wall. RAAUm, W. Jones, A. Zago, Pollari X Somol, G. Rynn, 
D. Garofalo. M. Rakatansky. Texts; Tsuyoshi Matsuhata. 
Recent Work by TAO ARCHITECTS / Shuntaro Noda: 
Photos: Kouji Horiuchi. Text: Youichi lijima. ¥ 1,950 

9405 Mega Arch i tec tu re : Recent Works of Pau l 
And reu : Introduces some of Andreu's many 
monumentalscale buildings, railway stations, sports 
stadiums, and other works Feature on The Creation of 
the Foreign Settlement in Kobe and Its Development. 
¥ 1,950 

9410 Torroja's Legacy of Structure and Space: The 
contemporary meaning of Eduardo Torroja. Works; Madrid 
Racecourse at Zarzuela, Market at Algeciras, Pont de 
Sued Church, etc. Discussion; Norihide Imagawa, Keiichi 
life. Rebirth As a City of the Arts: Gibellina Nuova, 
I ta ly: Urban development and architecture in Italy. 
Photos. Texts and Interviews; Masaru Miyawaki. ¥ 1.950 

HH • • • B 
9506 The Potential for Using Computers in Architec­
ture: Examines how architecture is being influenced by the 
use of computers. Architects: Neil Denari, Peter Eisen-man. 
Keiichi Irie, Toyo Ito, Hani Rashid. ARX, Kengo Kuma, 
Makoto Sei Watanabe, etc. Mysterious Design Drawing 
Exhibi t ion: T.Ara. F.Enomoto, S.Hisada, N. lijima, E . 
Sottsass. S.uchida, etc.. ¥ 1,950 



SD Space Design 
Hardcover Edition 
and Order Form 

Space Design published its first issue in 1965 as a 
monthly journal for a general readership introduc­
ing noteworthy achievements and leading works 
in the fields of architecture, urban problems, 
design, and the fine arts. The journal has 
established a solid reputation over the years in the 
fields of architecture and design. It enjoys the 
support of a broad readership in an age when 
up-to-date information on contemporary design, 
urban planning, and architecture is in heavy 
demand. SD endeavors to make its features and 
articles ever richer in content, focusing attention 
on the methodological, and aesthetic themes of 
modern architecture, the city, design, and the arts. 
The text of SO is mainly in Japanese, but in certain 
cases English translations or summaries are 
provided for feature articles. 

Send your order for subscriptions to Space Design 
and/or for back issues or hardcover editions by: 

Filling in the order card below and faxing it to: 
Space Design: 81-3-5561-2560 

Or mail the card to: 
Subscriptions Department 
Kajima Institute Publishing Co., Ltd. 
6-5-13 Akasaka, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 107, Japan 
tel: 81-3-5561-2550 

An invoice will be sent immediately. Upon receipt 
of the invoice, you may pay by check or 
international money order or bank check. 

Atvar Aatto 
A special comprehensive collection of celebrated 
architect Arvar Aalto's major works. Aalto's Design 
Vocabulary, by Akira Mutoh / Chronological 
Review of A. Aalto's Life : 1898-1976 / Worldwide 
Distribution of Alvar Aalto's Works ¥3,090 

Tadao Ando 2 
His 21 works since 1981 including Church with the 
Light are classified into five categories and 
introduced at once here. The 10-meter long 
drawing of Nakanoshima Project lets the readers 
feel his vigorous approach to architecture. ¥4,800 

Arata teozaki 2 
Introduces whole of Isozaki's major works, 
1976-1984, especially his shocking work : Tsu-
kuba Center Building. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Saudi Arabia, MOCA, Blick of Flats, Berlin, 
Okanoyama Graphic Art Museum, ¥4,944 

Kiyonori Kikutake 
Collection of Metabolist Kiyonori Kikutake's works 
from the early years to 1980 : Architecture of The 
Third Generation, On the Notion of Replaceability, 
Phase of Methodological Search, Data, Location 
of Works ¥3,090 

Kisho Kurokawa 2 
13 major works for these 10 years, including 
Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art 
which won 1990 The Prize of the Architectural 
institute of Japan, and 2 other Museums are 
introduced. ¥4,300 

Seiichi Shirai 
Introduces a collection of the gem-like works by 
Seiichi Shirai, an architect of proud loneliness. 
Kaisetsu-kan, Noa Building, Sei-Akira-kan, Sas-
setsuken, Kohakuan. etc. Essays by Arata Isozaki, 
Ichiro Haryuu, Ikuma Shirai ¥ 3,605 

Atelier Zo 
Presents the first collection of the works by Atelier 
Zo who has continuously brough forth fresh works 
by their original formative ideas. Nago City Hall, 
Shinsyukan Community Center, etc. Essay by 
Hiroshi Aramata ¥4,000 

Kenzo Tange 3 
29 projects are introduced at a stroke so that his 
footwork in 1980s can be seen. Also, the 
noticeable new Tokyo City Hall is introduced 
through many drawings and photographs of new 
model. Full English text. ¥4,100 

Fumihiko Makl 2 
Presents the second collection of Maki s works 
which show his activities in 1980s. Spiral, Keio 
University Hiyoshi Library, Fujisawa Municipal 
Gymnasium, Hillside Plaza, Tokyo Metropolitan 
Gymnasium, etc ¥4,326 

Toyo Ito 
9 projects of his semi-permeable architectures 
such as restaurant NOMAD and Silver Hut and 11 
projects of Transformations by Light are 
introduced. The Shinorama Space by Kishin 
Shinoyama shows White U. ¥3,900 

Shin Takamatsu 
All of his major works including Kirin Plaza Osaka 
which won 1988 The Prize of the Architectural 
Institute of Japan are introduced. His working field 
in which he has continuously been creating his 
sharp works can be observed. ¥3,800 

Kunlhiko Hayakawa 
His original pastel-colored works such as ATRIUM 
and S T E P S give the architectures allegro rhythm 
and feast one's eyes. His works and projects for 10 
years since 1978 show his world. ¥4,300 

Kazuhiro Ishii 
His Sukiya-village which won 1990 The Prize of 
the Architectural Institute of Japan and 51 other 
works introduce his method of composition. 
¥4,300 

The Expressionist Architecture of Germany 
Meaning of the Expressionism which is the mother 
of the modern architectures and has influence on 
the contemporary ones is introduced by 12 
architects' works. ¥3,300 

Wooden Architecture Today 1989 
introduces works of Europe, mainly German, 
Swiss, and French, as well as of the United States, 
Australia, and Japan. Works in Japan include 
those by Shoei Yoh, TAKE-9, Hideaki Katsura and 
others. ¥3,708 

Bruno Taut 
Introduces his activities mostly while staying in 
Japan 1933-36. Features in memory of Taut in 
40th year of his death. Architect's Own House 
Istanbul, Housing on Erich-Weinert Strasse, etc. 
Taut's Handicraft and Books ¥2,575 

Ecoie des Beaux-Arts and its Glorious Tradition 
Updated: Essays: History and Credo, Thought 
Backbone/ On the Grand Prix : List of Recipients 
and their Presentations/ Genealogy of its Ateliers/ 
Collections : Notre-Dame at Lorette. Opera 
Theater, Paris, etc. ¥2,575 

Details by Maki & Associates 
Shows detail at Forum TEPIA, a showcase of high 
technology using a variety of new materials. The 
work features studies in surface, point, and line 
and develops numerous types of detail. ¥6,800 

Kim, Swoo Geun 
Introduces his 30 projects, mainly in Korea. Masan 
Cathedral, Korean Overseas Development Corpo­
ration Building, Art center of Korean Cultural and 
Arts Foundation, Seoul Sports Complex, Nam Dae 
Mun Market Redevelopment Plan, etc. ¥3,090 

Architects Own Houses of the World 
Introduces famous architects' own houses of the 
World. Architects. Richard Foster. Frank Gehry, 
Don Hisaka, Wilhelm Holzbauer, Michael Hopkins, 
Barton Myers, Christopher Owen, Arthur Erickson, 
Ulrick Franzen, Paul Gray, etc. ¥4,944 

Order Card 

Name (in block letters please): 

Address: 

Fax number (if available): 

Occupation: 

Please check one of the options below: 
• Please enter my SUBSCRIPTION to 

Space Design, 
starting in , 1994 

sea mail air mail 

12 issues ¥30,000 ¥55,000 

24 issues ¥50,000 ¥80,000 

Price includes postage and bank charges 

• Please process my order for the following BACK 
ISSUES and/or HARDCOVER EDITIONS of SD: 

The invoice includes: 

1. Price of the publication 
2. Bank charges(¥ 1,500 per order) 
3. Postagefdetermined upon receipt of order) 
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