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Design a truck with the demands of l% of the world in mind and you not only build a better truck but

powerfrrl Vortec V8 engines ever and the first 4-wheel anti-lock disc brakes on a 7z-ton pickupl What 1% ofDo one thing. Do it welll''
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you raise everyone else's standards. Fully redesigned, the all-new Sierra boasts the most

the wo rld wants, it gets. Call I - 600- GMC - 8 782, orvisit ourweb



I

I
I

i:.
1{_i'.c:
$*is

#

I

I

: I

I
!! f

Where do you want to $o today?
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@1998 Mic@ft ColpoEtion, Atl rights rered. Micro$ft and Where do you want to go Nay? ate ethet
Egistered t6demarksortcdemarks of Micrcsoft CorpGtion in the United States andlor other countries.
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www.microsoft.com

Your computer isn't going t
r rk for you.

It's not going t ish you
book report. Or figure out what
happens when atrain leaves
Chicago going 5O mph t:I

But we make
software that can help.

After al h Ds a lot ofI

homework in the world and
there's only one of you
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For thousqnds of moms,dads and grateful baby-sitters, moments like tlrcse come a little ntore oJien and

last a little bit longer with Hurd Windows and Patio Doors.Why? Fiv cnergr--eJJicient glass optiotts

stop heat, cold, outside noise and UV fading v,ithout tints, blinds or shades. Ancl u'ith our FineTuning"'

concept,you can select dffirent kinds of glass Jtn' dilJerent sides of your hou.se, fi, cverv rottnt is as

long,er lullabie s at your home and a fi'e e brctclture, <'all us

as the next. Fac't is, no other w'inclov' (:otnpan.N oflr'rs nure kintls ofcnergv'

Anour WNoowS

E
s*

EvnN Trrs
SuNucnr
Wru-rs ON

Tivrors.
j

L

il

t

\j: iii
---ai*;-tlg*

\

'r1. n

l1

' todayat]-B0A-2BE"H|RD,ettensittn50().Ot' t'isiras utvt:vt'u'.hurtl-t:rtnr.

t



JANUABY/FEBRUAFY 1999

Best Bath p,
A couple decides to sbnplify tbe Edwardian-style
bathroom in their 7885 New Jersey house. Before
they can say "Carrara marble," tbey'ue moued a
load-bearing wall and rerouted the plumbing. The
resuh is o master batb that's functional and elegant.
By Cunrrs Rrsr

FEATURES

CAPE COD LOYE ATTAIR, P.8O
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Key West and Conchs
'Winter's here, tubich means you'll findThis Old House down in sunny
Florida, tackling a makeouer in Margaritauille. By J.lcx McCr_rsrocx

Buying Good Lumber
This Old House contractor Tom Silua goes shopping at his fauorite lumber-
yard and reueals his secrets for finding the best wood. By RrcHer.o Srrplrr.

An American Craftsman's House
In Sonoma Valley, California, blacksntith Carl Jennings buib himself a stone
yttrt, a shotuplace for his graceful, complex ironwork. Bv Jacx McCLrNrocK

Fireplace Fix
At This OId House's project in'Watertown, Massachusetts, cast-iron inserts
make inefficient Victorian fireplaces work a lot better. Br Josern D'AcNESE

The Great Cape
The Pilgrims knetu a good thing, wbich may explain u.,hy the Cape Cod-the
little house with tbe big roof-is still America's fauorite. Bv Josrru D'AGNESE

Dream House: First-Rate Framing
From cellar to roof ridge, a master framer analyzes tbe early sfages o/This Old
House magazine's Dream House in rYibon, Connecticut, By Bnao Lr.r,rrey

lgloo
'Vlith the right snow, all you need to build a snouhouse is a pair of hands, one
or two simple tools and a trace of genetic memory. By SrtpstN H.tnrrcaN

The Poster: Door Handles
Witb euery opening and closing, with euery click of a latch, the perfect front-
door bardtuare says, "'Welcome home." By JosEpH D'AGNEsE
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Coven: Clnnlnl MARBTE ar{D a YrcroRtat{-sTyLE Tu8 REvrvE A BATHRooI tt r l9rt-ctxruRy HouiE
PHoToGRApH By Gf,^ilT DEUn. SEE sronv, P,38.
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ComfortTherm"' Insulation
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If the idea of installirg insulation makes you think

C)rdinary Insulation
PRrr-luccs clnsl th,tt nrrtl<cs

inst.rll.rtior ur.s)) :ln(l trttiotttlirrtahlt



Installing insulation wili never conjure up images ol agony, misery or torrure
agarn, as long as you use comfortTherm-' encapsulated insulation.
ComfortTherm" is wrapped in plastic, creating a barrier between you and the
fiber giass. Which means theres less dust. And less dusr means less itching. But
ComfonTherm'u doesn't just make your remodeling project painless, its also
superior to ordinary insulation after its installed. ComfortTherm" has a built-in,
poly vapor barrier whlch is twice as eflective as Kralt facing. ComfortTherm'u can
easily be installed in walls and between floors, and, a wide range of R-values are
available. E'en gerring information is easy call t-B0o-654-3103 for a lree
ComfortTherm" brochure or visit our website at www.jm.com/comforttherm.
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of these, you haven't heard of ComfortTherm.
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18 Flab Busters

Ultra-Bungalows

22 See the LO.H. Guys

Simple Cord Tamer

L, Timberline Lodge

Cyber-Contractors

Laser lvleasure
wARM WOOD, P. 29

MIGHTY MITER, P. I9

cRrsscRoss, P.36

UP FRONT

He SayslShe SaYs

What a Kitchen Should Be
Men and wotnen really do think about ltouses diffetently.
By BRocK YArEs AND JrauNr Me.nte LASKAS

Materials We Love

Luxuries

BY CURTIS RIST

Finances

Three Cheers for CherrY
Norm Abram's fauorite wood has a luscious auburn hue that
needs no stain-to darken a piece, iust leaue it in sunlight.
Bv Rrcnlno STEpI-rn

15

29

36Coffered Ceiling
Create a cross pattern of decoratiue timbers to beam about,

The lnsurance GaP
Say good-bye to home owner's policies that couer euerything'
BY PETER KEe.rtNc

51

Architecture LOG-WlLD, P.53
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For the Love of Logs
No house style exemplifies our national identity as sweetly as

the bumbleiog cabii-iust think of Lincoln's birtbplace'
Bv CunrIs RIsr
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The sky keeps
Escape. Serenity. Relaxation. The 1999 Toyota 4Runner Limited puts them allwell within your reach.

its true color a secret,
With features like a leather-trimmed interior, a CD sound system as well as more than a dozen

and only shares it'with those
new refinements, you mi$ht actualiy find the journey to be as rewarding as the destination.

'who clirnb the firolrntain.

ToYoTA 
l"uur1da1

1-800-cO-TOyOTA + www.toyota.com
01998 Tol'ota Motor sales, U,S.A,, Inc' Buckie Upt Do it for those who love you. liryota reminds -vou to llead Lightlyl@
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STEPHEN HARRIGAil grew up in
semitropical Corpus Christi,
Texas, where, he says, winter
activities such as ice skating
"seemed like things that take
place on another planet."
Before traveling to the arctic to
research "Igloo" \page 94),
Harrigan had seen snow only a
half dozen times. After watch-
ing Jack Kabvitok, a native of
Canada's Nunavut region, con-

struct an igloo, Harrigan
attempted to build his own,
miniature version. "You have to
have such a sure hand," he says.

"The snow blocks have to be made precisely." On-site, even

taking notes became complicated: "I forgot that ink freezes

inside the pen at certain temperatures. I had to borrow a pen-

cil from Jack." A contributor t o Texas Monthly and Audwbon,

Harrigan also wrote the script for the CBS movie Beyond the

Prairie: The True Story of
Laura lngalls Wilder, to be

broadcast in early 1999,

"I like to feel like a teenager
every day," says photographer
AI{DREW KAUFMAN. "I like to
keep the innocence-the wide
eyes-to see new things." He
keeps his outlook fresh by
shooting the far-flung and the

esoteric: a monster-truck show

in Ohio or political turmoil in

Indonesia. For "The Great
Cape" (page 80), he drove uP

and down the Eastern

Seaboard of the United States,

searching for interesting specimens. "Madison, Connecticut,

was my favorite place," Kaufman says. "I liked the openness

of its landscape, the beach-town, small-community feel'" His

work has appeared in Sporrs lllustrated and Unlimited'

'Writer 
IACK tIcCLINTOCK has

designed and built two houses

and is keeping one more Proiect
simmering in his mind. "I'd like

the perfect, final house for one

person: myself," he saYs. He

describes his architectural style

as "single-handed idiosYn-
cratic." Prospective hometowns

include San Francisco and

Seattle. "Circles of Life"
(page 70) took him to Califor-
nia's Sonoma Valley, where he

discovered craftsman Carl Jen-
nings, a " fascinating anachro-

nism who kept his iron-age

and now is turning that s

vases and busts." McClintock

trade alive into the comPuter age

ame brutish metal into graceful

10

lives in Miami with his cat, Slim.
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ThisOld House
has asolid foundatioh...
M. S'AIE TARiI&

IN5URANCE

(@IM}

Be sure to join us every week
on your local PBS station.
Check local listings. www.pbs.org

Handware

ln september, 1979, This otd House debuted on pBS and began a how-to home
revolution. Now, in our 2oth season, thanks to lots of hard work, unflagging
professionalism and a dedication to superior craftsmanship, Ihis Old Househas
become the highest-rated home improvement series on television.

we at This old House couldn't have done it without the ongoing support
provided by our national sponsors, State Farm lnsurance companies,
Ace Hardware corporation and rhe lvinwax and Krylon Brands. Many thanks.@Hdflise

This Old Houseisptoduced tor pBS by WGBH Boston
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Light ilouse-
Cleaning
I once worked in
an office that was

invaded by field

mice. We tried

every gadget the
pest-control

company pro-

vided, including

some of the ones

mentioned in your article ["When There's a

Mouse in the House," November 19981. Then'

at one point, when I mopped the tile floors, I

added bleach to the wash water' Within a few

days the mice were gone. I mentioned this to

the pest-control person on his next visit, and

he said, "Oh, mice don't like chlorine."

JaruNerre DECHENNE, SPokane, Wash.

Beyond the Pail
Another use for empty drywall buckets ["Life
After Drywall," Extras, November 19981 is as

part of a cheap, portable hand-and-face-

washing system for construction sites

(copied from a Grand Canyon raft expedition

company's system). Buy a heavy-duty gaso-

line butb siphon with a check valve, like

those that come with outboard-motor tanks.

Check and, if necessary reverse hoses for

length reasons. Bend a piece of 3/s-inch

copper tubing into a J shape. With electrical

clamps, tasten the long length of the hose to

the inside bottom of the bucket. Affix the

shorter hose to the straight end of the

J tubing, and fasten the tubing to the exte-

rior of the bucket on the opposite side. Be

sure the arrow on the bulb points from the

water toward the J bulb. Some of the hose

should lie on the ground' Affix the hose to a

plywood plate. Fill the bucket with Colorado

River (or equal) water, and then step on the

bulb until the water flows. Add soap and

towels and maybe even another bucket' to

catch dirty water. We use such a rig on

Habitat for Humanity proiects, where dirty

hands at lunchtime used to be common and

wash water scarce'
Buo BoorxE, Westfield' N-J.

Contractor Ouest
I loved the article "Finding a Good Contrac-

tor" [November 1998]. We are having our

kitchen redone and have been frustrated

with our search for reputable contractors.

Many of your suggestions were very helpful

and gave me a great resource at just the

right time. Your suggestion to call the local

building inspector's office, however, was a

dead end for me. My local building inspec-

tor's office said they could not give out ref-

erences. But thank you for all the other

information. Keep up the great work!

Gnmrt Dtxott, Chicago

Revisionism Run Amok?
Your grasp of the architectural significance of

James Madison's estate ["Montpelie6"
November 19981 may be thorough, but your

grasp of international history is a bit shaky.

You suggest that, during his Presidency'

James Madison presided over the "thumping

of England in the War ol'18'12;' ln fact, Eng-

land was not thumped. English soldiers,

Canadians who were loyal to the crown, and

more than 2,000 lroquois aboriginal people

rebuffed an invasion into sovereign English

territory. Many historians consider that, at

best, the war ended in a draw. For the rest of

the century Canadians had to cope with

saber rattling and hot gusts of southern air

blustering about the Monroe Doctrine's silly

concept of manifest destiny before they

finally got the international border sorted out.

MruReeru Peuoencnsr, Winnipeg, Canada

And Where Are TheY Now?

I am extremely fond of your section, in the

back of every magazine, devoted to saving

houses destined for destruction [Save This

Old Housel. The charm and beauty these

houses potentially have is intriguing. Yet,

after they are showcased, you never hear of

them. lf you could fill me in on the fate of any

of these structures, it would be greatly appre-

ciated. Possibly even an article on the houses

and what's being done with them. You have a

wondedul show and a publication to match.

BRIAN GurH, St. Louis

Look for a Save This Old House update-
complete with "before" and "after" pic-

tures-in a future issue.

Tapped Out
As a subscriber, I enjoy your publication. I

was pleased to see your article about frost-
proof spigots ["A Tap for All Seasons,"

September/October 19981. I have a few

concerns about your installation. Your article

did not mention that there needs to be

proper drainage pitch to ensure the frost-
proof spigot drains out all of the water;

otherwise, it could freeze and burst, render-

ing the product useless.

Ntcr MAl'ttltttc, NATIoNAL sALEs MANAGER'

Prier Products lnc,, Grandview Mo.

Mailbox
I was looking through an old issue of lhis
Old House and realized I may be able to

explain the puzzling house-design abnormal-

ities Jeanne Marie Laskas wrote about in

"The Previous Owners DidWhat?" [Ofi the

Wall, November/December '19971' First' the

"doors to nowhere": lt was once common in

some areas to have such doors installed,

usually on the second floor, because this

would classify the house as unfinished'

resulting in a tax break until a "somewhere"

was built. Second, as for the author's friend

whose house lacked a chimney: The previ-

ous owners may have chosen this solution

because removing and roofing over a chim-

ney is much cheaper than replacing a

chimney that has fallen into disrepair. lt's

also easier to justify when that particular fire-

place has become a vent for heat rather

than a regularly used source of it'
T. Rrurev, Maggie ValleY, N.C.

punch list
definitiont a list of items incorrectly done or
remaining to be finished on a iob
May 1998
. In the Direcrory listing for "The Poster: PVC Pipe and

Fitrings" (page 184), the contact information for

NIBCO Inc. should have been 1516 Middlebury St.,

Elkhart, IN 46515; 800-343-5455; www.nibco.com.

November 1998
. In the Contributors column (page 10), the photo of

Stephen M. Pollan should have been credited to

Gregory Heisler.

Address mail to Letters, Ihis O/d House magazine, 1 185 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY '10036'

please include your tull nams, address and daytime phone number. Published letters will be edited for clility and length and may be used in oth€r media'
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DO YOU CELEBRATE CREATIVTTY?
L.

GD

LIFESTYLE@

HOME THEATER

SYSTE M S

Creativity comes from a willingness

to be different and the technology

to make it work. Lifestyle@ systems

represent a f undamentally different

approach to audio, engineered to

be the best sounding, easiest to use

home theater systems ever. One

listen and you'll understand why

Stereo Review said we had ,,A

decidedly different world view.,,.

1.800.444.8OSE
Please Ask For Ext. 6g7

For information on all our products:
www.bose.com/lifestyle
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To create living environments with improved usabiliry

and convenience, lGaftMaid presents the Passport Series,

the only cabinetry series certified for universal design.

Universal design promotes more accessible features,

simplifying life for everyone, regardless

of their level of ability.

Passport Series offers features that make working,

cooking, organizing and weryday tasks easier. Oak,

hickory maple and poplar cabinetry sryles combine with

construction options, space-saving features and accessories

for a truly custom, barrier-free kitchen.

Call 1-800-8f4-f 856 to receive a free color brochure and

the name of the KraftMaid dealer nearest you.

Cobinetry
www.kraftmaid.com
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L-n Series
for life.

Living spaces have long been designed for the average

person, but few people are average. People living in multi-

generational households, families with members of
varying heights, and people with limited physical

movement resulting from aging or disabilities may find it
challenging to perform everyday tasls.
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BY BROCK YATES BY JEANNE MARIE LASKAS

WHAT A
KITCHEN
SHOULD BE

et's see now: The kitchen is have an ugly kitchen. I know this. As sureLy as I am stand-
a place for food preparation, a ing here chopping onions on a circa L9 50 powder-blue
cozy haunt where, amid heady countertop trimmed in metal and rubber, I know this. Soaromas issuing from hot ovens, sizzling fry pans why do I love this kitchen? Not because of the floor. Someand steaming colan ders , the pleasures of cook- presumably well-intentioned remodeler covered the floor withing are celebrated on a daily basis. When it comes royal blue indoor-outdoor ca rpetlng long before I got here.to cooking, however, I'm reminded of an obser- And not because of the walls-tiny light-green tiles patchedvation by the famed master of the malaproplsm, over, here and there, with beige wallpaper. Furthermore,Samuel Goldwyn: "Gentlemen, include me out.,, it's safe to assume that my love for thisAlas, my culinary skills are limited to making kitchen has nothing to do with theinstant coffee, boiling water for pasta, cleaning and slicing vege- wagon-wheel chandelier that people aretables and lighting rhe oven before dawn for various Thanksgi ving and constantly bonking their heads onChristmas dishes prepared by my wife, Pamela. Still, the kitchen is a because the ceiling is so low.place where I inevitably spend many of my waking hours. "Ouch! Aw! Jeez!', my husbandOur kitchen at Farmstead in upstate New York is a 1S-bv-3O-foot Alex, says many times a week. .,'We,ve

room with a pine-beamed ceiling and a vast center island bordered got to do something about that stupid

ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARK MATCHO

15

I -

s



HESAYS

by an old chopping block scavenged from a local meat market. A

rare 1Sth-century corner cupboard holds Pamela's collection of Flo-

rentine pottery and enough cookbooks to supply a small library. An

antique cherry table is the centerpiece of a breakfast area that com-

mands a sensational view of the broad, wooded valley to the east.

This warm and hospitable room is anything but tranquil, how-

ever. Pamela and I share the space with family members, friends,

business associates, salespeople, passersby and anyone else willing

to defy our English mastiff watchdog. This cast of thousands has

transformed our cozy kitchen into a rural Grand Central Terminal'

For years, Pamela and I have engaged in a semantic dispute about

what this room is really for' I refer to it as out kitchen, while she

insists on calling it her kitchen This is a reasonable disagreement,

given that we employ the room for totally different purposes. She

cooks there-with considerable skill and 6lan. To her dismay,

though, I find the kitchen an ideal place for many non-cooking activ-

ities including the critical task of receiving' sorting and storing

the mail. I'm addicted to magazines and subscribe

to an absurd number of them. Add junk mail,

bills, personal correspondence, three daily
newspapers, and the result is a small forest

of mashed, pulped wood that ends up on

the kitchen table. Periodic cleanings only

provide extra space for even larger

accumulations of printed material.

I find the kitchen is also a terrific
place to commune with our dogs.

Guinness, the young mastiff male, and

Amy, the West Highland white terrier,

are marvelous animals, and I cant resist

letting them in, usually when Pamela

happens to be cooking. Guinness, who

weighs 220 pounds, thinks it proper to lie

at Pamela's feet-no matter that she may be

hoisting a cauldron of roiling broth from burner

to sink. She puzzles over what in my fevered brain

S}IESAYS

light." I realize,as I throw onions into a big pot for chili, that in my

lifetime I've had much, much nicer kitchens than this one. I once

had a kitchen with skylights and gorgeous oak floors and a sleek

island in the middle, with little halogen lights beaming down. I also

had a kitchen with a cathedral ceiling and a huge old fireplace

and a pantry large enough to swing a golf club in. Great kitchens,

all. But I never felt for those fancy kitchens the warmth I feel for this

pathetic one in desperate need of renovation.

"I'll make the brownies at halftime," my friend Nancy says. She's

sitting in the family room watching the Miami Dolphins trounce the

Pittsburgh Steelers. But at the same time, she's here-with me'

Because the family room is part of the kitchen; it's all one large

expanse separated by only a change in flooring. Mercifully, the blue

carpet yields to polished hardwood floors as the kitchen turns

into the family room. Nancy's daughter, Meghan, is on that floor,

drawing a picture of my cat, which has sprung from the couch

and is getting chased by my dog.The two of them circle my feet as

I work the chili ingredients. Alex is on the phone at

the kitchen table. Jack, Nancy's husband, is kneel-

ing at the open refrigeratog otganizing beer'

"I brought apple pie," says Ellen, who has

walked in the back door-which opens

directly into the family room. She lays her

offering on the kitchen table, stepping

over the phone cord, over Meghan, the

dog and the cat to hand me a bottle
of wine. Alex stands to give her a hello

hug, knocking his head on the wagon

wheel so the fixture swings crazily.
"Ouch! Aw! Jeez!"

My kitchen. This kitchen. For me,

a greatkitchen is only incidentally about

appliances, high-tech gizmos and sleek

triggers the need to permit entry to the dogs. I have no

loji."l answer excepr that mealtime is an occasion for socializing,

and I see no reason to leave the dogs out of the fun'

I'm not only irresponsibly gregarious by nature' Like most mildly

desperate self-employed people, I live and die by the phone' Worse,

,o Jo., Pamela. This requires tfuee phone lines, and one of the main

terminals is in the kitchen. The commencement of cooking in this

household apparently sends out a telepathic signal to hundreds of

friends and associates: "The Yateses are about to eat. call them

immediately!" I inevitably answer the phone out of dim-witted

curiosity and the faint hope that Ed McMahon is on the line, offer-

ing riches. Invariably, I end up chatting with one of our friends or

,.firrg to fend off an obnoxious telemarketer iust as Pamela is set-

ting the main course on the table. I have yet to learn to let the phone

ririg. Indeed, I even accede to the temptation to make a few calls

myself as the meal is being prepared.

Still, the kitchen at Farmstead remains a center of vitality and hope.

Discount the madness, messes and confusion' Our kitchen-oops'

berkitchen-remains a delightful component of country living, even

if pamela can only dream of what it might be like without the mail,

the dogs, the crowds, the phone calls and, most of all, me' t

design. The kitchen's defining characteris-

f tic is where it sits. How accessible it is, how

integral it is to the people and other creatures we

think of as family. A great kitchen is a place of nour-

ishment where people gather. No matter how spiffy, a kitchen looks

best when it has people in it, around it, through it'
My other kitchens, the beautiful ones, followed a different model'

They were in renovated Victorian houses. lfhen you think about it,

those houses were conceived when kitchens were places for the help.

And servants were not the same people who called the place home'

Although beautifully renovated and appointed, my former

kitchens were separated from the main flow of the house' I can

remember chopping onions on my fancy countertop, under the tiny.

halogen lights. I remember hearing laughter, fat-away guffaws of

frien-cls down the hall, in the living room. r0(hile I stood there with

my onions. Alone. I resented the onions, the kitchen, the skylights'

My current kitchen follows the farmhouse model' Farmhouse

kitchens were conceived with families in mind' Places for cook-

ing eggs iust brought in from outside. For lunchtime stew with

tf,l 
".igfrU".s. 

For homework. For a big table around which dis-

cipline is meted out, political stances taken and prayers said' Where

"iog."n 
chase a cat. And a kid can draw the cat' And a neigh-

bo, Jan drop by and make brownies. And where someone, to be

sure, bonks his head on the wagon-wheel light' r
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1. Purchase one or more ofthese
qualifying GE lighting products.

2. Cut out UPC symbols (see example)
from the packages.

3. Fill in the number of UPCs you are
sending in the appropriate boxes.
Maximum refund is $10.00.

4. Mail UPCs and original dated cash
register receipt along with this fully
completed form to:

GE Rebate

P0. Box 6784, Dept. 1

Douglas, AZ 85855-6784

Prirrt cleady or type - mailing label not acceptable.

Name

Address

State

Telephone
lf,equired lor verificationl

ftFa6dEefr*D*n.&hMd|flF
*.dBMqn#ot6.o6tue fusr@!tuplc&
d4tuddbtudde@ h 4nu sa du tTtuk
tuffi drdd.Mtu8s!0rekrdrdrd.mrdyd&cdid6riv
tuGtfr.tuhNe.4ry.@ Mstu.ry. u&c.@
Sffi &edh!um&dtodtrdesss.h3iv&0/t0d
LllhreFeEhd.ddt&r*drdDrd
t*dtaifrffieddi 

'ftF.d*raftulefftthubtu,s@tSdr&. WS

Check rebate request
(l request per product -
include UPC)

M.00 Halogen lndoor/Outdoor
Floodlight or Spotlight (limit one)

$1.50 Enrich bulb (any type)
{lamit one}

$1.00 Garage Door 0pener bulb
(limit one)

$1.00 Kitchen & Bath Fluorescent
(limit one)

S.00 Comoact Fluorescent
(limit onel'

$1.50 Long Life lndoor Flood or
Spotlight (limit one)

$ "- Write in total rebate request
Maximum $10.fl1

ffiu,,

GE Lighting
222190

Eweryone's talk-ng ahout GE bulbs!
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Shovel and Shed
Suffering from cabin fever and holiday weight-gain blues?

Here's some good news:You can burn 150 calories bytack-

ling around-the-house maintenance projects-often in less

than an hour. As the snow melts away, so will your waistline.
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TO BURN 150 CALORIES

t

PROJECT
Shoveling snow
Pushing a powered lawn mower
Raking leaves
Gardening
Washing and waxing a car
Washing windows or floors

T!ME
15 minutes
29 minutes
32 minutes

30-45 minutes
45-60 minutes
45-60 minutes

t8

The palatial "bungalous" built by Califomia architects
Charles and Henry Greene blend the Shinglc Stylc utith tapan-
ese temple architecture-but ale still ufipretentious and uel-
coming. At their Blacker house, a massiue porte cochere,

aboue, drauts uisitors into the teak and fir entry hall, top.

Greene Houses
Nothing embodies the natural

aesthetic of the Arts and

Crafts movement-which
blossomed a century ago in

response to the soullessness

of mass production-like the

super-bungalows built bY

brother architects Charles and

Henry Greene in Pasadena,

California. Greene & Greene

houses, with their rich interior

wood and leaded-glass doors, still provide the same

kind of antidote in the information age, and Americans

are falling in love alt over again' Architecture buff Brad

Pitt recently hosted a dinner to raise money for

Pasadena's Gamble House, a l9O8 Greene & Greene

residence now open to the public. Nearby' new owners

of the Blacker house, the Greenes' I 907 masterpiece'

have iust finished restoring it. Meanwhile, Greene &

Greene: r,he Passion and the Legacy by Randell L.

Makinson and Greene & Greene Masterworks by Bruce

Smith have been published almost simultaneously' These

gorgeously photographed books show the Greenes at

their best. Douglas fir timbers are left to weather gently.

Boulders from Pasadena's arroyo are incorporated into

chimney masonry. Cedar and teak paneling gleams.

"How do you do it?" Frank Lloyd Wright once asked

Charles Greene. History hasn't recorded his answer, but

the houses speak for themselves.
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Best of Both Worlds
Tight angled cuts in trim molding are hallmarks of fine
carpentry but, until now, trim carpenters have had only
two kinds of tools with which to make them: stow hand-
saws trapped in miter boxes and heavy, expensive
power-miter saws with intimidating, whirling blades.
Enter a third option: a 3 rZ-pound power tool that mar-
ries the stiff, flat blade of a genileman's backsaw to a
3.5-amp motor for lightning-fast back-and-forth power.

Snap in the blade, and secure the tool to its cast atu-
minum miter table: The saw is ready to make precise
vertical cuts-both left and right-between 9O and 46
degrees. Cutting at 2,OOO to 2,BOO strokes per minute,
the saw leaves a smooth sudace in trim up to 23l+ inches
thick and 3sla inches high. The blades can cut wood or
plastic, but keep them away from ptaster or drywall;
the dust corrupts the saw's internal workings. As a
bonus, this genteel cousin to a reciprocating saw is
useful for tricky floor work. Freed from the miter table
and fitted with an offset blade, the saw turns into a
handheld tool for making tight-to-the-corner ftush cuts.
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The Truck has the biggest extended cab of any

Ghevy" full-size pickuP ever.
And when you start this big, you're bound to end

up with a whole lot of comfort. The widest third-
door opening in the industry.and an integrated
safety belt design will have you in and out in
no time. Your knees will appreciate having the

E

most rear-seat legroom of any half-ton pickup.

Settle into one of the available front bucket
seats with articulating headrests and you're
up to your neck in luxury. Optional heated
leather six-way Power bucketst have a
driver's side extra: they can be programmed
to remember exactly how you like your seat
adiusted. There. That's much better.

t



t";

h +

E----...,- 
-.

'ko,'':FL
\ f,7d

I

t
T,
t

E--

\
,1=lLr{

S I L\IE IIADO

L

I
L,

/

Now look over your shoulder. We added four
more inches of legroom back therei.exclusive
adjustable outboard headrests and an 18-degree
rear seat-back angle to make backseat drivers
happy on long trips. Proof positive that the new
Silverado isn't just any truck. lt's The Truck. From
Chevy. The most dependable, Iongest-lasting
trucks on the roadl

Lil(= A ROct(

Toll free 1 -877-THE TRUCK or www.chevrolet.com/silverado

4p
lruck comPany registrations. Ercludes other GM divisions. All claims exclude other GM vehicles. c 1 998 GM Corp. Buckle up, America!
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NORM ABRAM
. January 16-
National Association of
Home Builders Interna-
tional Builders' Show,

Dallas Convention
Center, Dallas, Texas;

800-368-5242;
800-284-5305 for details

faxed on demand;

www.BuildersShowcom.
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TOM SILVA
o January 1 6-
National Association of
Home Builders Interna-
tional Builders'Show;
details above.

STEVE THOMAS
o January 

'1.5 to 17-
National Association of
Home Builders Interna-
tional Builders' Show;
details above.

E
I

I
o February 5-
Northeastern Retail
Lumbermen's Associa-
tion Show, Vorld Trade
Center, Boston, Massa-
chusetts; 518-285-1010

. February 13 to 14-
Orchard Supply Hard-
ware How-to Fair, San

Mateo Expo Center, San

Mateo, California;
408-365-2427.

When an

becomes a

. February 1.9 to 20-
Akron/Canton Home
and Flower Shoq John
S. Knight Center;
Akron, Ohio;
800-855-8 859.

lhe hook.

through

this inexpensive, low-tech

plgstic J, and hang it from

your belt-the cord stays

obediently behind and

doesn't disconnect.

mor6 lead to
highest

for
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RICHARD TRETHEWEY
. February 5 to 5-
Spring Home & Garden

Show, Novi Expo
Center, Novi, Michigan;
248-737-4478.

Hook'lt



Lightening Up
Sitting 6,0O0 feet up Oregon,s Mount Hood,

Timberline Lodge is a tegacy of the Works

Progress Administration era, when

hundreds of craftsmen and artisans created

the massive wrought-iron fixtures and intri-

cate wood carvings that grace the hand-

hewn timber structure. ,,But beginning in

the'5Os, some people thought upgrading a

building meant replacing the old with the

contemporary,, says Timberline curator

Linny Adamson. ,,Luckily, many o, the old

artifacts wer€ stored in the attic, so we've

been pulling them out ever since.', Now tho

7l-room lodge is putting its multi-globed

197Os lights in the attic and installing hand-

made fixtures more sympathetic to the

building'e "rustic-deco', roots, The lights

will also be more efficientr Compact fluo-

rescents will replace incandescent bulbs,

preserving the lodgeb sofuy lit ambience

while using 40 to 50 percent less enetgy

and lasting about 9,000 hours longer. The

transformation will include historacal

replicas auch as a hexagonal iron-and-

white-glass chandelier in

the conference wing and 54

square.shaped iron-banded

ceiling fixtures in the guo6t.

room hallways. The latter

fixtures had been removed

after repeated banging by

flailing ski tips-now

outlawed inside, along with

any disco balls.

At Timberline Lodge, aboue, disco-era chandeliers,
near ight, are getting mothballed as fixtures such as
a urought-iron sconce, far ight, are going up again.

Point and Measure
Figuring the distance between A and B keeps

getting easier-and more fun. New taser meters
eliminate the need for a notepad, a tadder, a

calculator and even a helper to hold the end of a
tape. Stand up to 3OO feet from a target (such as a

wall or ceiling), aim a red dot and press a button.
The tool gives a digital readout of the exact measure-

ment, plus or minus 0.2 inch. The meter also stores
dimensions and catculates square footage and cubic

volume, making the tool .rgreat for anyone who has to estamate
demolition, landscaping, firc-damage-ropair, carpeting or HVAC_
system jobs," says This Old House contractor Tom Sitva, who tried
out the device at the Watertown project. ,,Outdoors, howeve[
locating the red dot in the sun can be a bit tricky.,'At g9OO, the
devices are priced for professionars but worth it for forks who feer
more confident doing estimates when The Force is with them.

Matchmakers
Whether flom tfie phone book or by wotd of mouth, picking a
contractor rcquircs a leap of faitlr-rrhich can sometimqs feel morc
Iike a free fall. Now, a Web-based servace prcvides a parachute of
sorts by screenang contEctoE beforE referring them to home
owners. Click on wurw.imprcvenet.com, and detail a project's
budget, time frame and tocation. After contacting local contl€ctorc,
lmprcve Net E-mails you a free list of professional tecommenda-
taons for those anterested, along with their legal history financial
status, liability insurance and licensing credentials. Contrac.tors pay
to be included but arc recommended only if they meet lmprcve
Net's criteria. lf you,re considering businesses that aren,t among
the 6OO,0OO subscriberc, lmprove Net will check their legal and
crcdit backgrounds for 929 and leview contracb for $35. lmprcve
Net isn't a substitute for commonsense homework or legal counset,
but it does tell you morc about a prcspective contractor than eithei
an advertisement or someonets brctherin-law can.
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KNO
"Be wary of to-ngue-and-groove flooring for a porch or deck.

fhe grooves are moisture traps."

PORCH FLOORING

My wife and I are building a new home, and we're having

trouble finding flooring for the front porch. The usual mate-

rial here is painted tongue-and-groove fir, which I've heard

often fails almost as soon as it's laid down due to moisture

damage. Local retailers tell me they can't get the square-edged

fir I've seen you use on various projects. How do I find this

flooring and install it for maximum durability?
RonErt L, HenuoN, LrNcorru, Iz.

You're utise to be utary of tongue-and-grooue flooring for
a porch or deck. Tbe grooues are tnoisture traps. But I can't

imagine taby you can't firrd square-edged fir; it\ one of
the most common mateiak around. If yout local home cen-

ters don't stock it, try a lumbetyatd. When you do find the

lumber you need, make sure you space the planks so tbey

can breatbe; tbe gap should be approxitnately tbe diame-

ter of a 2lz-incb nail. using painted planks is a problem.

For one tlting, paint neuer sticks utell to fir. Also, since you're

dealing utith a hoizontal surface, any moisture utill sit rigbt
on top of the planks and ineuitably cause paint to fail.
lnstead, apply clear wood sealer in the fall and spring for
the first couple ofyears, then annually in the fall. Ifyou use

a stain, the results could be blotcby. Fir stains uneuenly
because it's hard in sotne spots and soft in others.

HIDDEN TREASURE

My husband and I are in the process of moving to an 1835

farmhouse. After we bought the farmhouse, we discovered

the original house-a log cabin-had been hidden deep

within extensive later construction. Can you give us some

advice on how we should go about restoring the log cabin,

much of which was covered with hideous paneling?'We want

to expose the massive logs and show them off.
Sur Tunlrl EvaNsvzrr, Iivo,

Pray for the best, but prepate for the taorst as

you open up the ualls to see what's underneatb.

If you're lucky, you'll find the paneling was sim'
pb tacked to the ualls, leauing notbing but lots

of nail boles to patch. On the other hand, you

might uncouer something like tbe extensiue dam'

age I found recently utben I belped the Forest

Seruice renoudte a log cabin in Montana. Tbe

cabin utas 30 miles from the closest road but,

apparently duing the Paneling Plague of tbe

1950s and 7960s, nothing and no one utas safe,

Somebody had actually hackednotches into all
the logs to make room fot studs to put up pon-

eling. All tltose slots-and there uere many of
tbem-had to be repaired tuith filler blocks.
Knoum as dutchmen, these blocks haue to be cut

and sbaped to fit each log, tben stained to matcb.

STYLISTIC MUDDLE

We've bought a'l'970s split-level town house

and want to give it a more Victorian feel inside

and out. Is it foolish to consider making the

house resemble a style from another period? Do

you think such changes will increase the prop-

erty value? I've heard that people who renovate
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WET FIREPLACE

In the basemenr of my 1857 house,
moisture is damaging an inlaid-
stone fireplace my father built by
hand about 45 years ago. I'm baf-
fled because I'm confident I've done
everything possible to keep the base-
ment dry. That includes installing new gutters, making sure
the ground is graded properly, patching and sealing cracks and
running a dehumidifier on humid summer days. The basement
can be damp at times, but it's never wet. Still, the mortar in the
fireplace and on the walls is starting to crumble. Outside,
the chimney is faring a bit better, but I am concerned about
it also. Is there some kind of modern producr, maybe a spray-
on or brush-on solution, that can stabilize the old mortar?

ArLaN CorrEn, Pnrscor4 \V.rs.

INSULATION PANETS

I'm having a new house built and want ro make sure it,s insu-
lated properly. Temperatures here range from 30 degrees
below zero up to 100 degrees (Fahrenheit), and we expect
to run the heating-and-air-conditioning unit 10 months of
the year. Plus, we have high humidity. My builder wants
to install double-foil-faced foam insulation panels behind
hardboard siding. But I'm concerned that the foil will act

You may haue moisture coming from the cbimney, the one
point of entry you hauen't tended to. If so, the solution may
be as simple as installing a chimney cap. Or tbe flasbing
may be failing, But I suspect tnoisture may not be yourprob-
lem at all. It's possible that the mortal that is crumbling
may not haue been mixed properly to begin utith. you,ll
probably haue to cbip all tbe loose mortar out of the joints
and repoint the fireplace and chimney, As for a spray-on
or brush-on solution, that's pretty mucb the Holy Grail
of home repair Lots of people are looking for it, and uhen
one of tbem finds it, I hope he or she utill tell me.

The trougb design could be a local uariation on *aditional
gutters. If so, yourpublic library or historical society might
haue more information about it. One tbing to keep in ruind
is that this design might haue disappeared because it did-
n't utork uell. In a location prone to icing, for example, it
utould probably cause trouble. On the otber hand, maybe
this trouglt gutter utas just too expensiue for ordinary folks,
as trying to replicate it certainly uould be today.

LUMBER SEASONING

I have some walnut lumber I'm planning to air-dry for a year
before using it to make furniture. I stacked the boards in pairs
on 1-inch spacers, and now I see that some of the wood has
become moldy. How do I get rid of the mold?

IJ0rs CanNrl LawnrivcrauRc, Kv.

If you're seeing mold, tbe utood isn't air-drying. That means
you're stoing the uood in the urong place or you'ue stacked
it improperly. You shouldn't keep the stack on the shady
side of the house or couer it so tightly that you don't get any
air flow. On the otber band, you don't utant lumber ii direit
sunligbt for long peiods of time, because it taill cook and

seldom get their money back when they sell. Can you rec-
ommend any surefire upgrades rhat will increase the value
of a house when it goes on the block?

Devr MancopuL, Berusatr,u, Prruw.

Short of a total transfonnation, sucb as ute did on Bian and
Jan lgoe's bouse in Lexington, Massachusetts, a few seasons
back, restyling a house from one era to anotber is like using
paint and muslin to make tuo kids look like a horse for
the school play: It requires an indulgent audience. The kind
of restyling you're consideing probably uton't be conuinc-
ing and could euen dwalue your house, artrocting only bar-
gain hunters. When it comes time to sell, you'll get the most
ualue from simple exteior upgrades tbat boost a house's curb
appeal. Start uith tbe basics. Make sure you clean tbe house
as uell as paint and touch up
uhere necessary, And keep the
hun cut and tbe shrubs timmed.

like a vapor barrier, causing sweating under the siding and
subsequent rot. What do you suggest?

DaRlrNE FonHanl Karusas Crcy, Mo.

I don't like double-foil-faced panels on tlte outside of a
house, period, because they can cause moisture to condense
inside and rot the frame. ld ratber see the panels put behind
the dryuall. That's uhat I did on nty ottn bouse, putting
foil-faced insulation on tbe beated side of the wall cre-
ates a uapor banier that should preuent most moisture frotn
penetrating to the frame. All of the joints should be rein-
forced utith aluminum tape so there is no break in the mois-
ture seal, and tbe builder will haue to use longer finish naik
and dryuall scretos, bigger extension jambs on the tttin-
dous and extendable electrical boxes.

GUTTER MYSTERY

I have a late-19th-century
Queen Anne house. Photos
taken before 191.7 show no
gutters hanging from the soffit.
Instead, there is some sort of
trough built onto the roof
about a foot from the edge. At
first I thought the trough might
be built into the roof, but that

would require notches in the rafters. I've already checked
in the attic, and the rafters I can see show no sign of hav-
ing been notched, patched or replaced. This, therefore, was
a surface installation and, since I'm replacing part of the
old slate roof anyway, I'd like to do a faithful resroration and
bring back the trough. Any advice?

RouN C. Hovrs, MzrrRsBURc, OHlo

"You don't want lumber in
direct sunlight for long periods

of time, because it will cook
and turn to spaghetti."
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ASK NORM

turn into spaghetti. To propeily air-dry, lumber should
be stacked uell off the ground as uell as stickered (sepa-

rated utitb spacers), Plus, there should be plenty of room
on all sides for good air circulation. But hotu much mold
is there? lf you see only a little, that's nothing to utorry
about as long as the boards are all
going to be surfaced later

SIDING PLANER

My 50-year-old wooden garage is

structurally sound, but the paint on

the clapboard siding needs to be

stripped. I think it might be better to
remove the siding and then plane each

board smooth before replacing and
repainting. Got any tips?

BrrL PARrtLe, Ptp.x Rl.oct, ItL.

'Wbicb do you haue more of: time or
money? Taking doutn claPboards
requires a lot of time and patience.

Tbere's almost ahaays a lot of split-
ting at the nail holes. And you isk
eue?t n ore breakage utben you stiP
the boards and Put them wP again.
In the end, you might find You
uould'ue been better off simPlY
replacing all of the siding. You can

also strip the claPboards without
remouing them. Special siding plan-

ers are auailable uitlt uacuum
attachments to protect you and yowr neigbbors from lead-

paint dust. They're bardly fast, thougb. Tbe manufactur-

ers claim siding planers can clean 7 square foot euery 15

seconds, but that utould be on a perfect surface. In tbe real

uorld, tbe uork doesn't go neaily so fast because planers

don't cope well taith surface irregularities in tbe uood.
They tend to eat their tttay tbrough bumps and leaue bits

of paint behind in the hollous. When you'te finisbed plan-

ing, you'll still haue a lot of band-scraping to do.

POINT.OI.USE HEATER

I'd like to replace my gas-fired 40-gallon water heater with
a tankless point-of-use heater, which is supposed to supply

unlimited hot water. Can you shed light on other pros and

cons, such as energy efficiencg ease of installation and dura-

bility. How large a unit would a family of four require?

Menx A. ScHusts, Dr Wrn; N.Y

cient to meet the needs of a family of four Point-of-use
heaters are great for situations utbere there is a limited
demand for hot water. This Old House executiue producer

Russ Morasb and his tuife, Maian, baue one at their sum-

mer bouse on Nantucket, Massachusetts, You get continu-
ous taater for one person taking a
sbouer, but if you haue more than
one shouer going at once and try
to run the dishwasher at the same
time, the supply of hot Taater ca'n

slou to a trickle. At times of Peak
demand, you'll likely need tnore tban
one point-of-use heater if you sutitch

from a rnore conuentional system'

LEAKY SHED

\flhen we built a toolshed, we covered

it with corrugated roofing because

we'd used that material before suc-

cessfully. This time, however, we're
getting a lot of leakage. 'We've tried
sealing the roofing with aluminum-
fiber stickum, but no luck. We don't
know what to do. Please help us.

Mns. Du.qNe BURGESS, Rro Dr.u, Ceur.

Ni.nety-nine percent of the time, leaks

in neu doors, skylights and roofs
occur not because of mateial failures
but because the installati.on uasn't
done right in tbe first place. That's

seldom the kind of error you can fix uitb tubes of goo. On

the other hand, the leakage problems you're experiencing

could be El Nifio at work. A lot of people in my area haue

discouered leaks thq neuer kneut thqt had, because suddenly

it's been raining inches at a tirne. In either case, you may

haue to start ouer in order to get a- watertight roof.

SHIM SOLUTION

Can you recommend a simple, no-nonsense way to set door

and window iambs? I'm looking for something that elimi-

nates the usual-and endless-need for shimming.
Davro A. DEscHAMP, GnaNo,fuNcrtoru, Coro'

Ifyour utater heater is old and the tank is corroded, you

may utant to replace it with a rnodem, energy-efficient unit'

But otherwise, a 4|-gallon taater beater sbould be suffi-

z
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I
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Yes, there is an easy and effectiue solwtion: a iamb-adiust-
ment screra. It consists of a long central screu that fastens
to the frame, Tbe screw rotates taithin a short threadcd sleeue

that connects to the iamb. Once tbe deuice is fully seated,

the central scret can be backed out, pushing the iamb into
position, lamb-adiustment screus are a faiily recent inno-

uation, and they are still sold pimatily at lumberyards and

specialty harduare stores ratber than home ceflters.

send qusstions to Ask Norm, Ihls o/d Houss magazine, I l85 Avenue of the Americas, zTlhfloo(, New York. NY'10036'

lnclude a completa address and daytimo phon6 numbel Lottors may be edited for clarity and brevity.
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There's not a wall thick enough. llo stud buried deep enough.
I laugh at the impossibte. There's nothing I can't hang.

StudSensor'- Pro 4.o

When it really counts,only Zircon' lets you locate studs

with extraordinary confidence. Nothing hides from

StudSensor Pro 4.0, the only stud finder with exclusive

DeepScan'" technology. Now you can see through the

thickest walls, floors, and ceilings. Go ahead. Find those

invisible studs and joists. you're a superhero...at last.

ltEGo\.
A HIGHER FORM OF TOOTS

The one. The only. The originat. Zircon. www.zircon.com r-goo-z 45-9261;
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JACUZZI',., THE TITIIMAIE IN tTDruRY BATHING.
Ever wish you had a personal masseuse? Wish no more thank to Jacuzzi's newJ-shdiwhich

provides a programmable fingertip Shiatsu back massage as well as hydrotherapy for your entire

body. Only from the innovato r . . . Jacuztl9 For more information call I -800-288-4002.
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Tbe l -Sha* hydro massage s.ysle nt

features J2 Shiatsrt micro jels.
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MATERIALS WE LOVE

BY ENAD LEMLEY

CHERRY
Norm's Favorite Wood

Cabinetmaker Ben Tamsky sauted, routed
and planed bis way tbrougb neaily 500
board feet of solid cherry and cherry ply-
uood to create tbe inticate fireplace sur-
round, raised panels and fluted moldings for
this cozy library in Darien, Connecticut,

trolling through the trendsetting International Furniture Fair in Milan,
Italy, three years ago, Thomas Moser was amazed. president of the
Maine-based furniture company that bears his name , Moser had

expected to see tables, chairs and bureaus fashioned from traditional European hardwoods suc h as oak and
maple. Instead, he got the uncanny sense he was visiting one of his own showrooms, which are filled with exquls-
itely crafted cherry pieces. "At least a third of the furniture there was American black cherry," he says. .,Ten
years ago, Europeans had no idea that this wood existed. Now they're buying it up like mad."

Hot as it has become in Europe, cherry is even more popular here. Last year, more than 197 million board feet
of cherry were dragged out of the forest-enough to plank a two-lane road from Houston to New york City-and
then sawed, dried, planed and assembled into furniture, cabinets, doors, flooring and trim, almost anything that
can be made of wood. "No*, nobody wants oak," says This Old House contractor Tom Silva. "'$(/'e're puttlng
cherry everywhere." In just four years, the retail price for a board foot of kiln-dried cherry has doubled, from $3in March 1994 to $6 in May 1998. (A select grade of red oak, by comparison, runs about $3 a board foot.) But

the demand. "It's amazing how it's taken off," says Gene Parker, editor of the news-

---l
!

high prices have done little to dent

PHOTOGRAPHS BY GRANT DELIN
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MATERIALS WE LOVE

letter Hardwood Marhet Reporf. "People

are just iumping onto this species."

A big part of cherry's appeal is its
authentic character: It needs no stain or
thick, plastic finish to bring out the rich,
nearly translucent luster. "The other
northern hardwoods-beech, ash,

maple, birch-are fairly pale in color
and not very interesting without stain,"
says Moser. "Cherry, black walnut and

butternut are the only domestic hard-
woods that feature intrinsic color to any

degree. Butternut is rare-and too soft

In the dense forests of Pennsyluania's Allegheny Plateau,
top, ofie out of euery fiue timber-sized trees is a cherry- As
logger Ken Spaich of Kane Hardutoods takes doun a

rouglt-barked 9l-year-old cherry, inset, he cuts close to
tbe ground in order to get euery inch of the ualuable uood.

Black cherry lPrunus serotina) is a
member of the rose family and belongs

to a genus that includes some 400 species

of fruiting trees-almond, apricot, peach,

plum and the agricultural cherries such

as Bing and Royal Ann. Of the entire
Rosacaea family only black cherry grows

large enough to make usable boards.
Mature trees reach 70 feet high with
trunk diameters of about 2 feet. The
largest, a towering 93-footer in Allegan
County, Michigan, has a trunk that mea-

sures 5 feet L0 inches across and 181/zfeet

in any case. And walnut is seen as too dark, formal and masculine."

Cherry's deep auburn hue develops as the wood reacts to ultra-
violet radiation and oxygen. Like a bather on a beach, a freshly cut

board of cherry heartwood will change from light pink to tan after

a single day in the sun. (The sapwood, which woodworkers do their

best to trim off, stays a bland white.) After just a few weeks, the

wood develops a patina that other hardwoods take decades to
acquire. The result: instant heirlooms.

Cherry's sensitivity to sunlight also means that any piece near a

window-say, a wainscot panel-will darken faster than a piece out

of the sun's rays. Even so, wood consultant Jon Arno says, "ln a

decade, ambient light will even it
out." An ultraviolet-inhibiting var-
nish slows the darkening, but Arno
doesn't understand why anyone
would want that: "To me' the patina

is the appeal." For cherry purists like

Arno and Moser, using stains and

other chemical concoctions to try to

shortcut the darkening process is

tantamount to defacing a Rem-

brandt. "Cherry's patina is impos-

sible to fake," Arno says.

in circumference. Growing in thickets scattered throughout the

eastern United States from the Canadian border to the Mexican high-

lands, black cherry is known by at least 14 different common names

including cabinet cherry chisos wild cherry Edwards Plateau cherry

and gila chokecherry. But in English-speaking woodshops and fur-

niture stores, the wood is most often known simply as cherry.

Colonial craftsmen prized cherry, ranking it behind only the

legendary and now virtually extinct \7est Indian mahogany (Swi-

etenia mahagoni). Once dried, cherry is even more stable than
black walnut. Shaker woodworkers, with their reverence for
unadorned grace, particularly coveted cherry. As did Daniel Boone.

h a L948 classic, A Natural His-
tory of Trees, author Donald Cul-
ross Peattie relates that "Boone
made himself several cherry cas-

kets, and used occasionally to sleep

in them, in his old age, but gave up

all but his last to needy corpses."
By the 1930s, however, "lWe had

depleted our supplies of reasonable-

quality cherry" says fuchard Jagels,
a forest biologist at the University
of Maine. Coupled with the rise of
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Cherry is T.O.H. master carpenter Norm Abram's favorite

hardwood. "lt planes nicely. The piece sands very evenly and

machines pretty welt. But you have to use sharp tools and

keep the stock-or tool-moving, or it will burn." Because the

woo:d is only slightly harder than Douglas fir, Norm cautions

against overusing cherry on floors: "lt dings easily. l'd save it
for a special ptace that's not going to get heavy traffic." A

high concentration of prussic acid helps cherry resist rot, but
few people choose to put this expensive wood outdoors.

Norm finishes his cherry pieces with Danish oil. "To keep the
piece looking great, just reapply the oil about once a year."
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Conserving Cherry

Furniture maker Thomas

Moser worries that cherry's
newf ound popularity threat-
ens the stock of large, 70-to-
120-year-old logs, above'

that his company requires'
Forest biologist Richard

Jagels shares that concern,
saying a slow erosion of
genetic vigor is a real threat.

"lf you keep removing onlY

the best trees, then removing

the best of what grows back'

a species' genetic integrity
can be lost forever," he says.

Moser insists that all of the
premium-grade cherry his

company buys must come

from sawmills that Process
certified wood. (For wood to
be certified, an independent
auditor verifies that the trees
are harvested sustainably'

without damage to their
genetic quality or the ecosYs-

tem.) He concedes that not
all the cherry he uses is cer'
tilied, because those same

mills also get trees from
uncertified sources. Never-

theless, he says, "We
strongly supPort certif ication'
We have to protect this
wood, or it wil! go awaY."

a2

early part of this century,
cherry fell into semi-
obscurity. ln 1.9 52, the book
Timbers of the \Yorld idenri-
fied cherry as "formerly
prized for cabinetwork and
fine furniture in the United
States, but its principal use

now is for making blocks
for electrotypes."

Some 20 years ago, when
Moser began fashioning fur-
niture from the forgotten
wood, it was a bold stroke,
but he felt certain the public
would respond if he empha-

sized cherry's inherent
charms. He took design cues

from Shaker minimalism and

based his finishing procedure

on Scandinavian tech-
niques-three coats of hot,
boiled linseed oil and either
beeswax or carnauba wax
over a surface sanded mir-
ror-smooth with 60-micron
paper. "This kind of finish
never hardens. It's not a

membrane," Moser says. "lt
iust releases the natural
beauty of the wood."

The cherry that Moser

,

I
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Cherry's recent popularity bas much to d.o uith
the creatiue utays furninre makers are using the

raood. The roller-coaster cttn)e on Thomas

and many other woOdwOrk- Moser's continuous-arm cbair, for instance,

ers lust for comes primarily re,4 uires %in1h-'tbick flitcbes knife-skced off a

rrom the big trees s-*i;;l;'J,ru "#:7,';3a:;::#::{; iltr !:f"f tr
a 1.0,000-square-mile patch ,ording, tbe'arm is uirtuaily indistinguishable ,

together, then tortures tbem into
After 11/z ltours of rasPing and

from a piece of solid cherry.

of the Allegheny Plateau in
northwestern Pennsylvania, near where drillers sank the nation's first oil wells, in the 1860s. The oil

boom sparked a logging frenzy, and virtually every tree in the region was sheared off to make char-

coal to refine petroleum. Cherry rapidly colonizes open, newly cleared lands, thanks to the birds, rac-

coons and other animals that eat its small fruit, and cherry seedlings sprang up and flourished all

over the plateau's sunny, denuded hi llsides. Aided by a just-right mix of minerals, rain and tempera-

ture and a long period of neglect, many 19th-century saplings have

matured into soaring, thick-trunked trees that yield what Moser

calls "perfect logs," at least 16 inches in diameter with wide swaths

of pure reddish heartwood. "Move north, through New York State,

and you get green and brown hues. Go south into \7est Virginia,
and you're contending with black pitch pockets."

At his Maine workshop-redolent of the lemon-camphor tang

of freshly cut cherry-Moser emphasizes exacting craftsmanship,

but he knows that the enduring appeal of his cherry furniture
transcends tight dovetails. "At the end of the day, the great hid-

den truth of my business is that people admire our work so much,

but they're really admiring the wood itself," he says. "The credit

isn't ours. It goes to the material." a

Noltu a19 115 Cygnly Tre19

"Freshly planed and sanded
cherry is very light-sensitive.

Once, I sanded a cherry tabletoq
absolutely smooth and left a

cardboard sign on it that said,
'Do not place anything on this
tabletop.'When I came back a

week later, the rest of the table
had tanned, exceqt for the sqot
under my sign. To even out the
color I had no choice but to go

back and re-sand the entire toq."
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makes a classic? Perhaps it's the ability to charm and inspire us over rhe
years. Perhaps it is the small derails, such as hand carvings and unique designs.
Since 1894 this victorian home has exemplified the meaning of qualiry and
beauty. Generations of historic renovators have painstakingly maintained and
preserved such historic homes, majestic reminders of our past. And for over 50
years Kolbe & Kolbe has been there, providing wood windows and doors of
the highesr quality and hisroric authenticity. our custom millworking I
abilities, unlimited exterior color selection and the natural beauty of *ood f
has made Kolbe & Kolhe a valuable tool to renovators around the worll. il ,

For a free product camlogue call 800-955-8177 or mail the order form below to:
Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork Co.,lnc.
1323 South Eleventh Avenue, !7ausau, Wisconsin 54401 .
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I needed to lose myself in green

and forget the neigbbors euen existed.

So 1 planted rwruning iuy and creeping phlox,

red bud and crepe myrtle, and a hundred
,. other things to make me smile. Now my world

is a little piece of Heauen on d one-acre lot.

I KNEnr I cout-D Do IT.

I S,A& IT ON FIGTV

,/ @

HOME & GARDEN TELEVISION

IueGrNE Wunr you Ces Dct.,

Home & (irtrcien,T€levision is building and remc>cleling, clecorrrting rrnd interigr clcsigr, errr"clcri,g
a[d landscirpitrg, a{#t and more. Call your cable or satellite company. Ask for HGTV.

cottre uisit us at hgtu.conr



LUXURIES

BY CURTIS RIST

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

GRANT DELIN

COFFERED CEILINGS
A cross-pattern of decorative timbers is something to beam about

n a tour of a 15th-century English manor
house near Sherwood Forest, most visitors

Cofferedbeats, such as

the cherry ones tbat
arcb ite ct McKe e P atter-
son designed for Cindy
andMikeMay's 14-by-
74-foot library in
Darien, Connecticut,
can trdnsform a ceiling

ftomblandto beautiful.
And.inthis room,uherc
the ualls are Paneled in
cherry as utell, a?t

unadomed Plaster ceil-
ing uould haue created
"a room that resembles
a box uith the lid taken
off," says Palterson.
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aCtlo}rD'Nthoagh their cotnponents look like solid

beams, coffered ceilings are actually
made from numerous planks and pieces
of nolding. This blueprint for a neta
kitchen ceiling in Riuedde, Conncctic-ut,
designcd by McIGe Patteron shows nine
separate contponents of paint-grade
poplar needed to fashion the hrye beatts,
lcft, and seuen for the smaller ones.
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Stern Architects in New York City. "It's putting your best foot forward to greet your guests." They're equally
appealing in other rooms: An oak coffered ceiling lends grandeu. to 

" -"rt., b.droorn. poplar cofiers painted
white make for a luscious frosting above a renovated kitchen. "'W'hen done well, coffered ceilings creare a
wonderful kind of dialogue between the beams on the ceiling and the furniture below," says Duo Di.kinron,
an architect in Madison, Connecticut.

Coffered ceilings began as a structural necessity: Ancient builders needed a grid of beams to supporr upper-
level floors. Over time, these were covered with increasingly ornate decorations 

".rd 
eue.rt,rally earned

their name because the recessed panels resembled coffers-boxes or chests used for storing valuables. ;,They,re
midway between furniture and the structure of the house itself,,, says Dickinson.

Although common throughout the Renaissance and especially in English manor houses, coffered ceil-
ings all but disappeared in early American houses. " A 17th- or 1.8th-century ceiling might have one or two
structural beams and possibly two crisscrosses-but this was hardly coffered," rryr ertn. GradS an archi-
tectural historian with the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. ,.And by the Fed-
eral period, people didn't want any beams exposed at all." Tastes changed by the 1870s, with a Victorian
revival of the Old English style, and coffered ceilings began to 

"pp."i 
in large .rrrrrn.. halls as well as

other rooms. They later became features of Shingle Style houses and are plpular again ,,because our
style now is so eclectic. Anything goes," Grady says.

The look of a coffered ceiling varies with the materials used to build it. A ceiling crisscrossed with stained
hardwood, for instance, makes a suitable counterpoint ro a paneled study. But, if donl up in poplar or even plas-

I rom srLvA sAys!

| "Building a coffered ceiling c
I definitely make a room. lt fini

I it off the same way wainscot
I and beautiful floors do."

in the Mays, house. The beams cost

ing on the complexity of the desigrr," says peter Carzone, construction;"T#.lij:.[t#rt#T]jt?, f;[ffi:t
in lfestport, Connecticut. He recently constructed one in the kitchen of a renovated 1910 Tirdor house in River-
side. Coffers for a20-by-20-foot room, he said, would cost about $2,000-probably less than the carpet below.
, Decorated ceilings also help alter the perceived proportions of a room. For a dining room with a shal-
low ceiling height, McKee Patterson designed a coffeied ceiling. Although it descend"ed farther still into
the room, it made the room look bigger. "Your eye reads the botto- of the bJams and the ceiling, and together
they give the illusion of a larger space," he says. For especially low ceilings-below g feet-he adds a faux
coffered ceiling using planking 1 inch thick rather than tle fulteam treatment. ,'Ir adds some richness to the
room and some texture"-without literally hitting people over the head with it.

Coffered ceilings aren't for everyone. In a simple houie, they might look too fussy; in an old Colonial, they
might seem out of place. "But where they do work, they work liie magic," says patterson. ..They create a
warmth and a comfort that no amount of drapery or carpeting can match.,, i

terboard with wood trim, the beams can
be painted-giving them a casual look
complementing a family room or kitchen.
"Coffered ceilings allow an almost infi-
nite number of design possibilities," says
architect McKee Patrerson of Austin pat-

terson Disston Architects in Southport,
Connecticut, who designed the ceilings

,

When cut, the pieces of the
boxed beams fit together like
a puzzle, as Treuor Oltran,
a carperrter with Wight
Brothers Builders, demon-
strates using a model of tbe
Riuerside ceiling. When the
real job begins, tuorkers nail
the components of tbe laryer
beams into tbe joists across
the lengh of the ceiling,thm
fit the smaller ones into place.
"It can take dqs of cutting to
make sure it fits,'t says
Oltran's supmtisot Real Bre-
ton. 'The mawial costs noth-
ing compared to the labox"
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BATHING BEAUTY
A Victorian master bath suite in
Short Hills that's long on livability

ll alone on a house-
hunting trip, Steven
Goldstein, a busi-

ness executive, found a dream: a mammoth
1885 Italianate Victorian complete with a
piazza, a porte cochere
and a grand winding
staircase. "He bought
it with no contingen-
cies-without me even I
seeing it," says his
wife, Varda Goldstein.
Still, she was pleased,
but her view of the
Short Hills, New Jer-
sey, landmark was
more reserved. "It's got
great detailsr" she says
of the six-bedroom
behemoth, "as well as
a few not-so-great
ones." All the fixtures

BY CURTIS RIST
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in the master bath-
room, for instance-

from sink and
I

tub to toilet-were perched atop a
strange tiled platform two steps off the
floor. And there weren't any closets.
"'Well, there was something called a
closet, but you couldn't hang anything
in it. I told my husband it's going to take
us three hours to get dressed in the
morning, just to find our clothes. Some-
thing had to change."

Fortunately, when it comes to houses,
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c The neuly renouated

15-foot master batb
i serene nata-tuitlt its matble

".. 
floors, custorn cherry uanities

',' and freestanding tub-but a
u- 

massiue ouerltaul uas required.
.. Aside fi'om radically changing
, the period style of tbe pteui-

ous room, right, the ouflers
':- uanted to eliminate the raised
: p latform b ut di s cou ere d struc -
:. tural surpises beneath it,
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TRANSFORMATIONS
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the Goldsteins are experts at making
changes. Traveling around the world on

business, they have lived in nine houses dur-
ing their 23-year marriage and renovated
five of them. "Some of them we did because

we wanted to, and some because we had

to," says Varda Goldstein. This house fell
somewhere in the middle. Originally built
as a finishing school for girls, the three-story

structure had been renovated with great

care by the previous owners, in the early
1990s. The Goldsteins, however, wanted to
build a separate bathroom for their 15-year-

old son, Billy, and add a closet for their 18-

year-old daughter, Lauren, a college

freshman. The bulk of the work would
focus on their own master bedroom, bath

and dressing room. "At first I thought we

1!cl.l.lP Il:I11:y:v 9lI:1
"Adding radiant floor heat to a

bathroom is probably the srng/e best
investment in comfort you could ever
mak*especially when You consider

that you're going to be in there most of
the time without any clothes on."

were just going to do a little bit here, a lit-
tle bit there," says contractor Ernie Hof-
mann. "Of course, as things turned out, it
got a lot more involved."

Just how involved quickly became evi-

dent. The couple loathed the raised plat-
form in the bathroom. "It was bizarre. I
wanted it out," says Varda Goldstein' Rip-

ping up the floor, Hofmann discovered the

reason for the platform: It covered up a 4-

inch-diameter cast-iron waste pipe that had

been laid atop the floor joists during a pre-

vious renovation early in this century. At that

time, the pipe had not been tucked into the
joists because it would have had to cross over

a large wooden structural beam that could

not be penetrated without the house falling

down. After guttingthe bathroom, Hofrnann

had to reroute a new waste line through a
wall in the living room and dining room
downstairs-at a cost of about $8,000.

The surprises didn't end there. For the

Goldsteins, the whole point in renovating

the bedroom and bathroom was to recon-

figure them. The existing bedroom had a

sitting room attached to it and tiny closets'

"But, honestly, I never sit in my bedroom,"

says Goldstein. "I may collapse into bed

THE MASTER SUITEPLAN

ln laying out the 13-by-1S{oot
master bathroom for Steven
and Varda Goldstein's '1880s

house, architect John James
created a casualfeel by anang-
ing the tub and vanities like fur-
niture in a room and consigning

the shower and toilet to adja-
cent alcoves. "That way, they
don't become dominant fea-
tures. They almost seem as if
they are outside of the room,"
he says. He reconfigured the
master suite by
enlarging the bed-
room, making it 15

by 17 feet and cre-
ating a new door
leading out into the
hall. The suite had
previously included
a sitting room, but
James turned that
into a dressing

MASTER SUITE 10

room, which-at 14 by 19 feet-he calls "the mother of all dress-

ing rooms." Because the room already contained a fireplace, "we

went formal," he saYs. That included
adding a 7-foot-long marble-topped
island, useful for laying out clothes for
business trips, "or just setting a cup
of coffee on while getting dressed." The

room (left) is "almost like a grand

boudoir," James says. "People spend
a lot of time getting themselves ready
for the day and, with this, you feel like
you're in a very nice space, as opposed
to being stuck in a closet." One other
advantage: Keeping all the clothes in

a dressing room frees up the bedroom from a lot of clutter. "And

that should make it a lot easier to get to sleep at night," he says'
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NOBODY BUILDS A BETTER FULL-SIZE TRUCK. NOBODY

FORD F-SERIES IS AMERICA'S BEST-BUILT TRUCK.- IT'S

BEEN THE BEST-SELLINC TRUCK FOR OVER TWO DECADES.

AND, WITH OVER 50 YEARS OF PROVEN TOUGHNESS

BEHIND IT, YOU'RE NOT COINC TO FIND A BETTER TRUCK

ANYWHERE. NOT EVEN IF YOU LOOK UNDER A ROCK.

Ford F-series

1-800-258-FORD or
www.fordvehicles.com

'8red on an average ofconsumer-reported problems at 3-months' oMership in a survey of Ford under-g5oolb.-GvwR models and competitive models.
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t VANITY FAIR

dead tired at the end of the day

to watch TV. But sit? Never."
'Working with architect John James

to make use of what they consid-

ered wasted space, they came uP

with a plan to turn the sitting room

into a dressing room and enlarge

the cramped bedroom by moving

the partition wall 3 feet into the too-large bathroom. The

result would be a triumvirate of balanced, useful rooms'

The solution seemed perfect, until Hofmann, project

manager Alex Szewczuk and the crew once again began

poking around with sledgehammers and crowbars. The par-

iition wall turned out to be a maior load-bearing wall'
"Removing it could have brought the third floor crashing

down," he says. Rather than abandoning plans, Hofmann

brought in a structural engineer who specializes in his-

toric buildings. He quickly came up with a plan to install

laminated beams, which allowed the wall to be moved and

the third story supported-at a cost of $18,000. Then Hof-

mann discovered that the span of the floor joists-about

17 feet-exceeded what the building code now allows by

several inches. Bringing them up to code (no code had

Good-quality bathroom cabinetry can be ordered from a variety of manu-

facturers, but unusual items-such as the twin cherry vanities in the

Goldsteins' bathroom---often
require custom work. "We
can do things Iike match

details in bedroom lurniture
or existing trim, things You

can't get anyplace else,"

says Angelo Santoro of Cre-

ative Woodcraft in Dover'

New Jersey. ln the Gold-

steins' case, that hard-to-

find detail included a

curved-top drawer, which

was difficult to find ready-

made, To make the drawers,

Rich Lusskin at the Creative

Woodcraft factory cuts a

wooden sandwich out of a layer of cherry veneer (top photo) glued atop

several layers of straight-grained plywood known as wiggle wood

because it bends so easily. The sandwich is pressed onto a stuldy

wooden form built out of 3/o-inch plywood' Rather than clamping the wood

in place while waiting for
the glue to set, Lusskin

uses a pnocess called vac'

uum-bagging, He slips the
entire form into a tough

4O-millimeter-thick
polyurethane bag and seals

it. Using a vacuum PumP,

he sucks out all the air in

the bag until it draws

tightly against the form-
with a pressure of about

2,000 pounds per squahe

foot (middle photo). When the vanities arc completely built, Santorc cov-

ers the unstained cherry with three coats of catalyzed lacquer, and $nds
between each coat with 320-grit paper' He does not use a polyurethane

finish coat because he

thinks the final look

tends to be adificiah

'rThere's a fine line

between making a cabi-

net as durable as Possi-
ble and making it look

like it's been dipped in

plastic." When installed
(bottom photo, Julio Bel-

loso preps the vanitY for

a marble countertoP), the

finished pieces are stun'
ning, the result of 160

hours of labor.
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Custom-madc rosettes

for tbe windou) tritfl
and Ed.wardian-sfyle
details, such as the
sink faucets and the

three-pendant light
fixture, add to the
room's Peiod aPPeal.
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NOBODY OFFERS MORE PULLINC POWER. NOBODY

OPT FOR THE 5.41TRITONIM V-8 ON YOUR NEW FORD F-150 AND YOU'VE

COT THE MOST PULLINC POWER] THE MOST TORQUE. MORE THAN

ANYTHINC ELSE IN ITS CLASS. MORE THAN CHEVY. MORE THAN DODCE.

AND YOU'RE DRIVINC ONE OF THE BICCEST, TOUCHEST TRUCKS EVER

BUILT FORD TOUCH. IT DOESN'T CET MUCH BETTER THAN THAT.

1-800-258-FORD or
www.fordvehicles.com'Properly equipped.

Ford F-series
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TRANSFORMATIONS

traces the cuwe onto the marble

with a wax marker and makes a

series of cuts % anch apart at right

angles to the mark. 2) Then he

carefully breaks off the narrow bits

of marble with carbide-tiPPed

nippers. 3) A 4-inch diamond-blade

grinder smooths the rough edge left

by the nippers. 4) Once the tile is

cut, Carramusa smeans thin'set
mortar on the floor with a 36-inch

notched trowel. Using the same

trowel, he then butters more thin'
set over the entire back side of the

TOOLS FORTILING existed when the ioists originally
were installed) called for bolting a

laminated beam to each one' That
cost $8,000, but the structural
ordeal wasn't over yet. A maior diP

in the flooring on the third floor-
and a companion dip in the mas-

ter bathroom ceiling below-proved
to be more than a vague "settling"
problem. "Two of the posts upstairs

were resting on the floor joists

ro-M ilLvl 9lyli
When adding a tiled showen make
sure to use cement backer board
rather than ordinary plasterboard

under the tile: "lf You Put the
wrong stuff on, it will absorb

moisture, and your tiles will fall
away. Cement board, however, is

indestructible,"

instead of on beams that could carry

the weight," says Hofmann. ln came

the engineer with more laminated

beams as well as another bill-this
one for $3,000. "Every time I hear

someone call, 'Mrs. Goldstein!' I
cringe," says the renovation-weary
home owner. "I know it's going to

be bad news."
For the bath itself, the Gold-

steins went for a low-key Yet
elegant approach. The architect

designed a 13-by-1S-foot room

with toilet and shower in
alcoves, a freestanding tub posi-

tioned between two windows,
and a pair of custom-built
curved cherry vanities along
opposite walls. The existing
Edwardian-style tub faucets
were reused, and the architect
specified custom-made rosettes

for the door and window sur-

rounds to match the other rosettes

already in the house. "The idea was-

n't to go back to an exact period
in time, but to give the room an

older feel, like it's been there all
along," says James.

Helping that ambience is an

absence of radiators: The Goldsteins

opted for radiant floor heating set

into lightweight concrete, at a cost

of about $5,000. It takes the chill

Marble and other natural stone

tiles may look like they piece

together without effort, "but
believe me, you have to work at

it," says Vincent Carramusa of

BGG Marble & Granite Fabrica-

tors. "l'm telling your it's an art."
While ordinary ceramic tiles

can be cut by scoring their faces

and snapping them in half, the

brittle 3u6-inch-thick marble tiles

for the Goldsteins' master bath

required considerably more

machinery. The most important
is a wet saw, which sPins a

smooth-rimmed 6-millimeten
thick blade encrusted with 32

industrial diamonds Per square

inch. They slice quicklY through

the hard stone as a continuous

stream of cool water keePs the

smooth-rimmed blade from

warping under the heat.

Because the blade can't cut

cun es, Carramusa uses another

method to fit tiles around

bathroom fixtures: 1) He

tile. "lf you iust use a flat trowel,

the mortar will be thick in some

spots, thin in others, and it could

eventually fall off," he says. Tiivo

other crucial tools for tile work: a

margin trowel, which cleans

mortar off the edges, and a

sponge, which mops uP after the

final grouting. "Nothing can ruin
good work faster than a messy

grout job,tt Carramusa says.
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NOBODY ELSE GIVES YOU A FULL LINE OF
4 DOORS STANDARD. NOBODY

HEY, WE KNOW IT'5 A FREE COUNTRY AND EVERYTHINC, BUT WHY

WOULD YOU WANT TO DRIVE AROUND IN THEIR 3-DOOR EXTENDED

CAB WHEN FORD F-SERIES SUPERCAB GIVEs YOU 4 DOORS

STANDARD? 4 DOORS STANDARD FOR THE PRICE OF THEIR 3-DOOR]

4 DOORS STANDARD FOR EASIER ACCESS. A FULL LINE OF 4-DOOR

SUPERCABS. THAT'S A STANDARD NOBODY ELSE LIVES UP TO.

'Based on MSRP comparison ofChewolet and Ford base models.
1-800-258,FORD or

www.fordvehicles.com

Ford F-series
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T AN ARM NS

out of the white Carrara marble tiles covering the floor and shower.
lWhen all was nearly done, there remained one more unfore-

seen bill brought about by the renovation. All that smashing of

plaster from the demolition and what eventually turned into a

whole-house makeover left the place swirling in dust. Getting

rid of it turned out to be a full-time iob for a separate work
crew, which pored over every inch of the house. "You won't believe

The porcelain tub is
neut but takes on a
peiod lookuith the
addition of uintage-
style fittings. The
cbrome faucet set is
mounted on stents
leading to uater
pipes in the floox

this, but my cleaning bill was $5,000," says Goldstein' "And
the vacuum cleaner bag still gets filled up every time it's on"'

Even so, she doesn't count this as the hardest of the five reno-

vations. That honor goes to the first one, a 40-year-old Colonial just

down the road in Short Hills. "Then, we didn't know what we were

doing at all." But this ranks as the biggest. She manages to keep calm,

as a workman bellows from up above: "Mrs' Goldstein!" t

I

To prepare one of the cberry uanities for an undermounted sink,lulio Bel-

loso, lift, takes a "uery, uery careful" pass utitb a iigsaut to trim the frame
inside si that the s;nk uiti flt. Cotuorker lorge A. Cisnero, right, ffixes
the sink to the green marble counteltop tuith bolts, then applies silicone

caulk to the pelimeter of the entire countertop underside. Wben the sili-

cofle sets, thi utbole illtit laill be caulked and bolted into place'

46

To install the frameless shouter door, left, Jamie O'Brien bores a hole for a

binge screu. Madc of 3h-inch clear tempered glass, the door is held' in place

by 
-nao 

uall-to-glass binges, The 1/t-inch-thick cleat mirrot aboue the uanity,

ight, is muscled into place by O'Bien, ut1h an assist frcm Mike Granata,

oid affi*"d to tbe uail u)ith three types of mitor mastic, adhesiues formu-
lated so thq, do not attack the mirrois siluer coating,
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NOBODY CIVES YOU MORE MODEL CHOICES. NOBODY.

FORD F-SERIES AND SUPER DUTY F-SERIES.

56 MODEL CONFICURATIONS. THAT'S MORE

THAN DODCE OR CHEVY CAN CIVE YOU

INCLUDINC ].7 CONFICURATIONS THEY DON'T EVEN OFFER

WHICH MEANS NO TRUCK CAN BE TAILORED TO FIT

THE JOB LIKE F-sERIE5. IF YOU WANT MORE CHOICES,

YOU'VE COT JUST ONE CHOICE. FORD F-SERIES

1-800-258-FORD or
www.fordvehicles.com

Ford F-series
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Renovated,
Remodeled
and
Ready to Go
On ti ne
Coming this month, the House has
a new addition. Now your computer
can help improve your home.

You've seen the television show and
read the magazine. Go online with
This Old House and discover more...
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Get More
The new MultiMaster
is three too[s in one:
detaiI sander, scraper
and flush-cut saw.

ffi
Patented osci[[ating
motion and speciaI
triangte sanding pad
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sandino atonq de[-^I

Detail sa
osciltati

l.
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nder, power scraper
and ng saw al l i.gt,opeI

0ptionaI ProfessionaI
Kit inctudes carbide
rasp, grout-cutting
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segment knife.
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Quickty grinds paint,
mastic, stone and.
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Cuts grout to remove
damaged tite without
breaking surrounding
ti[es or creating @;;;;,;i";;;;i's

Smoothty undercuts
door jambs for ftoor
coverings. Ptunge cuts
into wat[ board. Cuts

wood, ptaster and PVC

But because it
osciltates, it O
won't cut you.

t, ,'',

ia

It's the best
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er,you. To learn more

about the MuttiMaster,
ask for our free bro-
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The Fein MultiMaster
is a true mutti-purPose
tooI that saves hours
of time. With the
Mutti Master, finishing
is just the beginning.

Finishingt
is just
the
beginning
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of 21,000 strokes
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degree arc,
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THE INSURANCE GAP
Say good-bye to home owner's
policies that cover everything

hen Thomas Del Borello bought his town house in Glen Cove
New York, in 1988, getting home owner,s insurance was no big

deal. As he had done several times before, he simply shopped
around and found a good policy at a decent price: $1,140 a year for a property worth about $400,000But Del Borello's annual premium rose steadily-and steeply-to $2,600 last year. Then his insurertook an even more drastic step Although Del Borello had never missed a payment and had filed
only one major claim, the compa ny canceled his coverage.

Most home owners haven't seen their rates double or faced an outright cancellation, but Del Borello,s
expeflence reflects fundamental changes s through the insurance business. Hurt by a rise in narural
disasters,

weepmg
underwriters have begun providing customers with less coverage and charging them more forit. Berween 1992 and 1997, theaverage home owner's premium jumped 42 percent,according to data from

Conning Insurance Research & Publications, a firm that studies policy prices and the cost of claims.
Insurers are also phasing out guaranteed replacement provisions, which pay for completely rebuilding a
house if it is destroyed. In regions deemed disaster-prone, some companies are going so far as to refuse
certain types of coverage and, as Del Borello found out, to cancel it altogether.

Insurance companies haven't always been so risk-averse. Since 'World'War II, insurers have enjoyed mostly
sunny days, with only an occasional earthquake, hurricane or nor'easter. During the same time, millions

BY PETER KEATING
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ILLUSTRATION BY GARY HOVLAND
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of Americans became home owners, and insurance companies vied

for customers by offering increasingly generous products at low prices.

By the late 1980s, the typical policy covered everything from par-

tial damages to total destruction due to fire and natural catastrophes.

Coverage also extended to furnishings and other contents and even

the cost of temporary housing if an owner had to rebuild.

"The low incidence of disasters lulled insurers into a false sense of

security," says Brian Sullivan, editor of the Property lnsurance REort,

an industry newsletter. But the recent string of storms and earthquakes

that have struck heavily developed areas of California, Florida and

the Atlantic and Gulf coasts has led to record losses. Before 1'989, no

catastrophe had ever caused more than $1 billion in property dam-

age. Since then, nine disasters have racked up costs in the billions' The

worst included Hurricane Andrew, which devastated Florida in1.992

($15.5 billion), and the earthquake centered in Northridge, Califor-

nia, in 1994 ($ 12.5 billion).
"The disasters made insurers realize they were far more exposed

than they thought," says David Schiff, editor of Schiff's lnsurance

Obseruer. By selling lots of policies in disaster-prone areas, he adds,

"They concentrated their risk, which violates the cardinal rule of
spreading the risk." In 1996,for example, the house insurance indus-

try paid out $1.18 for every $1 it collected in premiums, according to

Marshall & Swift, a Los Angeles building-cost consulting firm.

Besides raising rates, insurance companies are altering impor-

tant features of standard policies, most notably the replacement-

cost guarantee. "It's a trend," says Allstate spokesman Raleigh Floyd'

" We used to offer unlimited replacement-cost coverage so, even if it
cost $150,000 to rebuild a house that was insured for $100,000,

we would pay. \7e were losing money." Allstate and State Farm, two

of the country's largest insurers, have now capped replacement cov-

erage at 120 percent of a houset insured value.

Insurers are also upping deductibles (the amount a policyholder

pays before insurance kicks in) for particular kinds of damage. Before

ih. .....tt disasters, State Farm's Florida policyholders generally

had a $250 or $500 deductible for hurricane damage. Now hurricane

deduaibles are typically set at 2 to 5 percent of a house's insured value.

(For example, a home owner with a $150,000 house and a 5 percent

deductible pays the first $7,500 to repair hurricane damage') Simi-

larlS malor insurers have increased deductibles for roof damage in

hail zones (including Dallas, Denver and much of Kansas and Okla-

homa) and seismic damage in California and along the New Madrid

fault, which runs through Missouri and Tennessee, where Amer-

ica's worst earthquakes occurred in 1 81 1 and 181'2. "Home owner's

insurance is like the candy bar that used to cost a nickel," says Mar-

tin \(eiss, chairman of Weiss Ratings, an independent insurance-

company analyst. "Now it's half the size and costs a quarter."

In some areas, companies have stopped providing certain kinds of
coverage. Two years ago, State Farm started se,nding an announce-

ment to its customers in Fort Lauderdale, Florida: "Our capacity to

provide coverage for potential windstorm losses has been exceeded....

At the end of your current policy term, your windstorm and hail cov-

erage will terminate." Says Del Borello's insurance agent, John Hoard,

"I have companies telling me they won't insure anyone south of
one highway or north of another. Itb getting ridiculous."

State governments, which regulate insurance, often limit the num-

ber of policies that insurers are allowed to cancel. Nevertheless, states

have approved rate increases and higher deductibles so the compa-

nies won't withdraw altogether. To help home owners who can't

get coverage, some states have set up underwriting operations'

although they sometimes set high prices to avoid competing with

the private sector. Florida's Residential Joint Underwriting Associa-

tion, for instance, has policies with 269,000 residents, who pay

premiums that equal or exceed those of the most expensive insur-

ers. Other states provide limited coverage: Del Borello now insures

his town house-worth about $750,000-with a $500,000 policy

from New York State. It costs $1,530 a year but has a $1,000

deductible and no replacement or loss-of-use coverage.

In the end, getting sufficient coverage from a shrinking, increas-

ingly expensive menu of choices may be the best that many home

owners can hope for. But an ominous question remains: If insur-

ers responded to the last wave of catastrophes by raising rates and

deductibles and reducing coverage' what happens when the next

disaster strikes? Had Hurricane Andrew made landfall only 8 miles

farther north and hit Miami, losses could have reached $50 bil-

lion to $70 billion, experts say. Rough as the ride is now for some

home owners, the worst may be yet to come. i

Get Smart About ShoPPi for a Better Pol

tt may be tougher than ever to get a good

deal on home owner's insurance, but it's not

impossible. Start by determining how much

coverage you need. You should insure for

the cost o{ replacing your house and pos-

sessions, not including the value of your

land, lnsuring for Iess can leave you in the

lurch in the event of a disaster, so ask an

independent insurance agent to assess your

house, or hire a professional appraiser. lf
necessary, add coverage for any particularly

valuabte possessions, such as collectibles,

or for home office equipment. After estab-

lishing the amount of coverage, follow these

tips for getting the lowest rate:

. Seize all available discounG. It you're a

nonsmoker, your insurer may knock down

the premium. Policyholders who become

senior citizens, install fire sprinklers or a

burglar alarm (as long as it's connected to

the local fire or police department) or stay

with the same insurer for three or mone

years may also be eligible for reductions.

Getting auto and home coverage flom the

same insurer often results in a discount.
o Raise your deductible. lncreasing the

deductible from $250 to $l,o0o can lower

the premium by as much as 25 percent.

lnsurers are generous on this because the

higher deductible eliminates small damage

claims that policyholders frequently file.
. Comparison shop. Find out what deals

are available from direct-response com-

panies like A.l.G., Amica Mutualn Colonial

Penn and Geico, which sell policies over the

phone. You may save money because these

insurers have lower overhead and pay

smaller commissions, but remember that an

independent agent will often fight for you

over an inequitable insurance payout.

Finally, check with your state insurance

department to see what different com-

panies are charging in your area. You can

get information at the Web site of the

lnsurance News Network, www.insure.com.

52



A R c H I TECTURE

BY CURTIS RIST

CABIN FEYER
For the love of logs

he American landscape is covered with
houses built in unique and fanciful
styles-from Victorian folk Gothic to

Arts and Crafts-but nothing pledges allegiance
to our national identity as sweetly as the hum-
ble log cabin. "It recalls pioneers in the wilder-
ness, felling trees and turning them into honest,
simple shelters-the kind of place Abe Lincoln
was born in," says architect Robert A.M. Stern.
"Its spirit is irresistible to all of us.,,

That spirit is so appealing that Barbara Mar-
tin of the National Association of Home
Builders estimates that 25,000 new log houses
went up last year. Our love of logs is as basic as
our love oftrees. Because logs are durable, there
is no need to cover the exterior of a log house
with shingles or clapboards or to r-ooth over
the interior with plaster or wallboard. .,The
beauty of log construction is rhat it provides its
own structural logic-and even its own insula-
tionr" says Stern "'\W'hat you see is what you Modern log manors are "bigger and more complex than anytlting Lincoln euer dreamedget, and this is why everyone loves logs." of, " says architect Robert A.M. Stem. Nestled in tbe foothills of the Rockies, this 5,900-square-

That wasn't always the case. The log cabin was
foot bouse near Euergreen, Colorado, has three bedrooms, plus guest quarters ouer the garage.

not the first form of housing in colonial America. The Pilgrims came with a taste for late-medieval architecture:and-beam construction, sawn-plank siding
post-

and diamond-paned windows. Log houses did not become popular here untilthe westward expansion of the 18th century. And they were rarely intended to be permanent. Like sod houses, logcabins were temporary shelters built for use only until sefflers could afford something constructed

PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHERYL UNGAR

more elaborate, often
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in a fashionable style of the day.
lVhen the frontier closed in 1890

and the industrial revolution
shifred into gear, the yearning to
recapture America's lost wilder-
ness-a nostalgia promoted by

both writers and painters-trig-
gered a revival in log construc-

tion, although the structures
were more like mansions, Iess

like the Little House on the

Prairie. The most interesting and

grand examples were built in the

Adirondacks of northern New
York State. There, log-style sum-

mer "camps" for the rich rivaled

the glorious "cottages" in New-
port, Rhode Island.

To judge by the numbers

being built, log houses have

again become fashionable, many as vacation, retirement or week-

end houses for urbanites. "They work best with the woods and

the mountains surrounding them. You won't really find them in

the suburbs," says Ken Thuerbach, the owner of Alpine Log

Homes in Victor, Montana. Like the previous revival, this may

also be a reaction to technology. "The more industrialized we

become-or as today the more computerized we become-the

Loss can be made from practicatly ::l:i:t::tt'ted 
we are from

any tree species, u* *ory'iu'iti'i, real things"' says Stern' "With

faiorbdlepolepinebecau'seitgrows a log house, we can return to
'straightitdtai.The 

smooth-grained living at least a parr of our

To frame the Euergreen house, builder Ren Thuerbach used 280 logs

cut from lodgepole pine trees that bad died. of disease or insect damage'

"The utood from thise so-called standing-d'ead trees doesn't shink, tutist

or settle as much as green logs utben it dries out," says Tbuetbach'

"Architects have taken this style, which represented the first effort

of a people in a new land to scratch together a shelter, and lifted

it up to these huge houses built in the log manner," he says. "Yet no

matter how big, the spirit of rusticity remains."

Not everyone adores the result. This Old House executive pro-

ducer Russ Morash finds a great deal of charm in older log struc-

tures but seldom likes newer ones. "Log houses are visually

active-perhaps too active. I don't like my eye dancing around from

log to 1og, over their round ends, through crevices, then back out

the other side," he says. "You
run the risk of having a house Toying With Tradition
look contrived if you try to ffi
impose a Ye Olde Frontier look The simplicity and elegance of

on a modern landscape." logs has fascinated many grcat

Stern agrees. Designing with architects. Frank Lloyd Wright

logs demands an enormous used notched'log construction

amount of creativity. For to build Tokyob ear{hquake'

example, in bathrooms and rcsistant lmperial Hotel, which

small bedrooms, where logs inspired his son, John, to invent

might make the space seem Lincoln Logs, patented in t92O'

claustrophobic, Stern uses them

sparingly. Yet he allows himself

to go log-wild in larger rooms,

bringing in sunlight through

massive windows, an embell-

ishment beyond the means of
the average pioneer. "The rooms

fill with wonderful golden

colors, quite unlike anYthing

else," he says. "When it's done cor-

rectly, it's easy to see why the romance

with log houses endures." a

wood giues auarm and.sleeklookto time in
an efltryu)ay at the Euergreen bouse. Tod

a more natural way."
ay's log houses have

little in common with Lincoln's

fabled birthplace or even with
the log toys that bear his name.

Instead, architects use logs in
creative ways that are more

connected with the Adirondack

camps of the past. Stern

designed a 14,000-square-foot
retreat in the Colorado Rock-
ies that marries log construc-
tion to the Shingle Style, for
which he is perhaps most
famous. By adding a steel

frame, he was able to build
longer spans than logs alone

would have allowed, and the

cedar-shingled gables give vari-

ety to what could otherwise
have been a monotonous exte-

rior. To soften the boxy qualitY

inherent in a log cabin, Stern

changed the geometry bY

adding one wing on a diagonal.
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]}E ABC'S Air bags. Euckle Childreninback.

When the rveather turns against,\,ou, it's nice to have a Subaru on vour

side. lts exclusive All-Wheel Driving Svstem is a unique combinarion of

three componenrs, all s orking rogether to help keep vou in control no mater

what the weather. The horizontallv opposed boxer engine provides better

stabilitr. The independenr suspension helps smooth out the road ahead.

And the full-time All-Wheel Drive consranrlv monitors changing road

conditions lor maximum traction on almost anv surface. So stop bv vour

Subaru dealer for a resr-drive, visir lr111&iubaru.sslq or call t_soGWAN"l.AWD.

It could be the start of a beautiful relationship.
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r;
tr {nr
i{

:

i

i

i

I

l

:

q

ffi

t

.(r,[uru;LUJ I'lr.r,/ l)riu.

\.* ,*l'u I t
., '// "l*a *', * -*:l



home
room.

There's something about a warm glowing campfire that draws

everyone together. And now thanks to Heat-N-Glo's new gas

firepiace It4odel 6000X1S, a realistic campfire can come to

life at a moment's notice with a touch of a remote control.

Rated as a furnace, our heating models burn at over 75o/o

efficiency, and with our patented direct vent technology, it

can be installed easily almost anywhere because thele's no

need for a chimney.

Heat-N-G1o's 6000XLS uses outside air fot combustion and

the sealed burning chamber means the air you breathe stays

clean. No drafts, just warmth.

Call Toll Free I -888-GasFyre (427 -39731 for

a free Heat-N-Glo brochure, because nothing

draws a family together like warmth.

Ready

e HEm-N-Clo
No one builds a better fire.

E-Mail us at: info@heatnglo.com

Visit our Web site at: httPi//www.heatnglo.com
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From This Old House

SEE YOU IN THE ISLANDS

he most frequently asked question we get at This Old House is: "How do you choose your projects." That, I sus-
pect, really means: "How do I get my house on TV?" Here's how. To be chosen as our main project, which lasts from about May to
December, your house has to be within an hourt drive from VGBH headquarters in Boston. For our shorter project, in progress from

January through March, you need to live in a climate that's moderate or warmer, a place where construction continues uninterrupted

vear-round. (Nevertheless, I've made a ritual of suggesting Jackson Hole, wyoming, and

Vail, Colorado. lfith equal predictability, executive producer Russ Morash responds: ,.1

don't ski.")After we rule out a big, snowy chunk of the country, the selection process

moves on to a lively discussion of other locations. The winter programs are as much a por-

trait of a place as the story of a project, so we don'r like to repeat. We're still talking about
Bermuda and Austin, Texas, as future possibilities. Key west, Florida, came our on rop

this time-although the memory of Hurricane Andrew, which blew into rown right after

we settled on Miami for the winter of 1993, continues to give us pause. only stightly
roughed up by Hurricane Georges, Key !7est has the most Caribbean of American cli-

mates and a rown that is architecturally tied to New England through a seafaring past.

so, to be in the running for the winter of 1999, you needed to own a house in Key

west. But which house? 'we don't typically pur an ad in the paper, but we do canvass

everybody we know who can put us in touch with architects in our target area. w'e,ve

discovered that the Sun Belt isn't any easier than Massachusetts when ir comes to finding
a renovation that conforms to our shooting schedule and home owners who will let us

Sure beats
Boston baked
beans. Norm
and I fork-test
some of the
local mateiak,

invade their kitchens and attics. And we always need a project with a size and budget large enough to allow for
scenes on construction, new technology, painting, wallpapering, decorating and landscaping. This year, we chose

Michael Miller and Helen Colley's 1866 Classical Revival corrage, which needs a new kitchen, new bathrooms
and maybe a few more dormers. Of course, the winter projects are never all work and no play, and we're look-
ing forward to a little saltwater fly-fishing too. I have only one caurion. If it looks like Norm is catching the
most bonefish, just rernember: Don'r believe everything you see on television. 

-Steye Thomas

PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW KAUFMAN
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.' tbe tropics, Norm Abram
,: and Steue Thomas prePare

forThis Old House's pir-
ter proiect, built in 1866.
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I " 
Key West, Florida, the air smells stingingly of salt, fish, beer,

! -".rgror. il"r. "rri .o.onr, ta.rrrinj oil.'If you ignore the

In:;:::f;,,',r;n:[:['ffi ::i,ffi lffi 'fl*:l'-*L:rl
come to luminous life-a tropical idyll of wind-raked palms against

cloudless blue skies, with brilliantly blooming bougainvillea spilling

over picket fences. Jimmy Buffett is back in town, andThis Old
House is here, too, pursuing its traditional snow-evading tactic of
fixing up a house someplace warm in the winter.

After a search fueled by fish dinners and shots of Cuban cof-

fee,T.O.H. producer Bruce Irving and executive producer Russ

Morash have chosen the handsome, double-dormered Fleming Street

residence of Michael Miller and his wife, Helen Colley. Miller, an

architect formerly based in Boston, first visited Key West in 1990

on business-converting an auto-body shop into a stylish art
gallery-and decided to relocate.

Last June, he and his wife bought the McClintock-Graham house,

which ship's carpenter Samuel Filer built in 1866. William McCIin-
tock, a Union navy captain from Philadelphia, purchased it 10 years

later, before going on to become the island's mayor' Six generations

of his descendants occupied the Classical Revival dwelling until
1989, when retired U.S. Narry flier David Adams and his wife, Lucie,

bought it. \Wanting less space, the Adamses sold to Miller and

Colley and now lease a cottage at the rear of the property'

The house, with its wide, street-facing porch and paired dorm-

ers, is "one of Key'West's most significant structures," according

to a study by the Historic Florida Keys Foundation. "Well, maybe

that's a bit grand," says the foundation's historic preservationist,
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George Born. "lt's a pretty vernacular
house, rvirh much of the original siding,
interior trim and sraircase. And it has a
fair bit of the niceties. Ir's more than
a cottage but not a mansion either."

Both couples love the islandt archi-
tectural richness and the Keys'amalgam
of English-American whites, Bahamian-
American blacks, descendants of Cuban
cigar makers, fishermen, gays, literati,
redred militarl'folk, ragtag tie-dyed left-
over hippies, rourisrs and winter people.
True, gentrification has driven out many
of the "conchs," as native Key 'Westers

call themselves (after a tough local mol-
lusk good for making frirers that bounce
and chowder that's tasty, if chewy). But
enough conchs remain to add spice and
savor. Most laundromats have espresso
machines, where neighbors often meet
to bolt a tiny hor sip of jarringly sweet
Cuban coffee served in a paper cup.
"You have a half-million-dollar house
next to a simple cottage," Miller says,
"and not only do rhe owners of the half-
million-dollar house nor care-rhey're
also friends rvith the people in the cot-
tage. It's the island ethic. Diversiry breeds
tolerance and cooperation. "

The McClinrock-Graham house
reflects thar spirit. The building is acu-
ally two houses that were pushed together in the 19th century remperarures of up ro 93 degrees Fahrenheit and decided to
to form a 1,500-square-foot T. Once renovated, the house will install srate-of-the-art insulation and central air.
suit the couple's needs perfectly. working from Miller's plans, Neither rhe weather nor rhe years have done much to altercontractor Roger Townsend and his team will extend the the house's serene street visage. But Miller intends to. Onkitchen-dining-livingroomclearacrossrhe 

u^.--^^...__-..-,^:, the roof,, -it"l-f.r.ed skylight glimers
rear of the house, enlarging ir and absorb - Home ourners Michael Millel berween t*o dor*.rr. He wants to remove the

iff.:lffi :ji:"lir;ffi i:T,ffiI,',ffiy:;{#,'::fiifu :i:#'fr ***rl#i*[];..1#l;*;:
a r2-by-32-foot rectangular pool between the historic Mcclintick-cmibam the five will bring more light into the second
house and the cortage at the fenced-off rear of house. An architect and trans- story and bring a ,,richness to the street.,,
the 60-by-146-foot lot. They'll transform one plantedBostonian, Millerolnl But Ro* M"orash, for one, isn,r sure he likes

ffi:::l::il:i1il,:1.,,"T;:[Tlili:1; ',1f":;il:::fr:;::'ol;;'i:], ,h.;;;; ;:;"lia r,"*,hough,,hree wou,d be

a new bathroom behind ir and an outdoor ';:!" r#:::;,2;r;d 
ti'*; il;;I'J fit*I.otf:l;:::il.1#:,Tx:

shorver behind that. Upstairs rvill be a guesr says. ..The 
l.rouse has a five_bay porch: fwo win_room and a studio for Col[e.v, rvho is a painter. Then they'll dows on each side and a door in the middle. Michaelt aesrheticrenew the landscaping, bashed by Hurricane Georges in Sep- principle is to locate a dormer over each bay.. Without the dorm-tember, and planr a mango tree' ers, you'd have a confined attic space-just a knee wall andGeorges-the fifth hurricane to strike Kev west in 50 a sloping ceiling. with the dormers, you get a little room.,,years-was kinder to the house itself. Storms aside, how- Actually, , lo, -o.. room compared to the dinky house

ever, houses and residents still have to contend with the sea- a couple oi block. away on Angela Streer, where Miller andsonal humidity, rain and searing sun of the Keys, which make Collev lived for si, y.r.s with hatf their furniture and mosrit surprising that so much of Key West has survived the 20th of their books in srorage. *'when this is finished, we,ll be ablecentury without air-conditioning. For seven months of the year, to use all our things,,, 6olley ,rys. ..We,ll 
have more flexibilityMiller says, island breezes, high ceilings, paddle fans'and in enterraining and be able to have winrer guests.,,ryfho nolouvered doors and rvindows keep the place livable. But when doubr will soon get accusromed to the scent of Cuban cof-Miller deployed thermometers in August, he measured interior fee and frying coich fritters. I
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when he climbs out of his pickup at Artington Goal and Lum-
ber about 6 miles northwest of downtown Boston, This old
House contractor Tom silva pauses to breathe in the scent
of freshly cut wood. The sprawling 31/z-acre lumberyard is
one of rom's favorite haunts. As a kid, he toved to tag along
when his father, Phil, who started the silva family con-
tracting business back in the earry 1960s, bought building
supplies here. Tom has remained a regular customer since
his father retired in 1984. when asked what inspires such
loyalty, he says simply, ,They have good lumber,,

From years of experience, Tom knows exacfly what
to look for when he buys wood. For many home owners,
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l!.9I M lt YTITFE- Il' ll ir
"A common mistake people

make when buying lumber is to
worry more about cosmetic
appearance than finding the

right material for a job. On the
first This Old House prqect 20
years ago, we had to replace
rotted sheathing along the

curved eave of a mansard roof.
So I told the person who went
out to buy materials: 'OK, we

need No. 2 common Pine
boards or rough spruce.'

lnstead, he came back with a
load of clear pine and said, 'lt
was a good price.' My reply: 'l
don't care how much of a bar-

gain it was. lt's a waste of
money to nail select pine

boards on a root that will get
covered with asphalt shingles."'

however, buying lumber is a mysterious process. Even at

a well-organized yard like Arlington, the multitude of
choices can bewilder a novice. Outside, stacks of lumber

stretch the length of a city block, and forklifts, beeping

incessantly, rush from pile to pile. Inside a barn-sized shed

two stories high, racks of boards in various lengths, widths

and thicknesses tower overhead. "Knowing what to buy

requires common sense, whether you're looking for studs

to frame a partition, joists and decking for a porch, or
shelves for a bookcase," says Tom, "And you need a

trained eye to distinguish the good boards from the bad."

The challenge begins with finding a good lumberyard. A
quick look around the premises at Arlington reveals why
Tom likes doing business here. "The yard is neat' and the

lumber is always stacked correctly," he says. Spruce for ioists,
studs and rafters is organized by length and width, elevated

on blocks and wrapped in shipping covers. "Framing lum-

ber doesnt need to be kept indoors, but you want it covered

so it won't get wet or baked by the sun," Tom says. And the

bundles are tightly bound with steel straps. "Banding is
important because it doesn't let the wood run wild."

Entering the open 20-foot-wide doorway of one of the yard's sheds, Tom heads down an aisle

big enough to accommodate a 40-foot flatbed truck. "This is where they keep wood that
needs to be protected from the weather," Tom says. Vertical racks on the right hold spiring lengths

of Douglas fir for decking, yellow pine for moldings and white pine for shelves. Horizontal racks

on the left hold premium wood for interior and exterior trim, including redwood, white pine and

poplar. "This is a beautiful piece for porch

decking," says Tom, pulling a Douglas fir 2x4
off a rack. The board, golden-orange with
straight vertical grain, is pristine except for
a small black knothole on one edge. Taking

out his tape measure, Tom checks the distance

to the knot. "I could still get 10 feet ofperfect

wood out of this 14-[ooter," he says. "Or I
could just lay the knot down against the loist.
Nobody would ever see it."

Choosing good lumber inevitably involves

the art of compromise. Tom loves Douglas

fir, a Pacific Northwest wood valued for its
strength. As a young carpenter, he almost
always framed houses with it. But in recent

years the relative scarcity and high price of
good Douglas fir has caused him to switch
to spruce for studs and rafters and engi-

neered lumber for ioists, headers and ridge

beams. Likewise, he once made interior trim
almost exclusively from white pine. "Now
it's practically impossible to get clear stock,"

he says. As a result, he usually chooses
poplar for trim. "It routs nicelS sands nicely

and paints beautifully. But I never use it out-

side because it has low rot-resistance."

I

Bending ouer a stack of 2x6s for use as ceiling ioists
or studs for outside ualls, Tom looks for knots,
checks, splits and other defects in tbe board ends.

Over the years, Tom has seen a general decline in the quality of available lumber' "You have to

have a good eye or you can easily get taken," he says. "tVhen I scan a piece, I look closely for loose

knotr,-big knots, checks and cracks. I want lumber that is good and straight and has as few

knots as possible, especially near the edges." Tom's purchasing begins with what he calls "shop-

ping the..rdr." O,riin the yard at Arlington, he carefully eyeballs the painted ends on a stack

of 1x4s. "Knots in the ends are going to give me problems (continued on page 68)
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Making the Grade

Sawmills mark every piece of framing
lumber with a grade stamp' above,

which at first glance looks like a mys-

terious hieroglyph, Encoded in the
stamp, however, is important informa-
tion about a 2x's strength, moisture
content and tree species.

Grade: The most prominent number or

letters on the stamp primarily indicate

strength and stiffness, ranging from the

highest quality, Select Structural (SEL

STR), to the lowest, No. 3 grade. Tom

Silva typically orders No. 2 or better for
most of his framing iobs.
Moisture content: Surfaced Green

(S-GRN) indicates a moisture content of
20 percent or higher. Surfaced Dry

(S-DRY) means the piece was air- or
kiln-dried to a moisture content of 19

percent or less. MG 15 and KD 15 have

moisture contents of 15 percent or less.

Species or species grouping:

SPF=spruce, pine or fir. HEM-FIR=

western hemlock and white fir, among

others. SYP=southern yellow pine).

Grading agency: There are 25 certified
groups in North America that ensure

through surprise inspections that mil!
graders hew to standards.

Mill number or name: lf there's a prob-

lem with a piece of lumber, it's possible

to track down which -1lr#""tlJ;,

{Alr, ll'
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WOULD YOU BUY THESE BOARDS?
All these B-foot 2x10s are graded as No. 2 lumber and
should be strong enough for use as joists despite being
riddled with knots-weak points where the tree has grown
around and encased branches-and other visible defects.
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GOSTETIC DEFECTS
1, PITCH: Resin that has oozed to tbe surface.
2. BLUE STAtIt: Discoloration caused by fungus.
3. CHEGKTilG: Surface cracks commonly caused by drying stresses.
4. PtN Kilon Less than 1/z inch in diameter
5. TORIlcRAlIilt Roughened surface uhere a planer or sara pulled utood

out of the board instead of slicing it smooth.
6. BARK PocKEn Encapsuhted tree skin; not a problem if smail.

STRUCTURAL DEFECTS
A. SPL|T. A cross-grain break all the uay through a piece.
B. El{cAsED K}loT Grou)th ings are separate from surrounding taood.
G. KilOTHOLE: A uoid left by a dcad branch.
D. REACTtOil WOODz Grain that tutns toward the edge.
E. tltTERGRowlt totot Shares growth ings utith surrounding uood.
F. SHAKE:A separation befiaeen growth ings.
c. sPtKE Kilon An embedded brancb, saun lengthwise,
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COMMON CUTS

,fl
4x4 post

31/zby

I

tt
I
I

Flat-Sawn Lumber

lt/ost lumber comes from logs that have

sawn, producing boards with end grain nearly par-

allel to the face. The milling process is fast and
yields a wide range of products-posts, framing

lumber, boards-with little waste. Compared with

quartersawn lumber, however, flat-sawn pieces are

more likely to warp as a board dries or to blister
paint with changes in humidity. Lumber is referred

to by nominal dimensions, which are larger than

actual measurements. For example, a 2x4 is
reduced by planing and drying from a nominal 2

inches by 4 inches to 11/zinches by 31/z inches. The

discrepancy increases as lumber gets wider than

6 inches. Hence, aZxB becomes all/zby71/t.
Lengths are not subject to this perplexing nomen-

clature: An B{ooter is actually B feet long.

oz
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lx? shelving board
(actsah 3A by 6% inches)
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CHOICE CUTS

,an' '

Quartersawn Lumber

Dividing a log lengthwise into quarters is a slow
and expensive milling process that produces lum-
ber prized for its stability and beautiful grain. A
board is sliced off one face of a log quarter, which
is then flipped for a cut off the other face. On each
board, the tree rings run at nearly right angles to
the face, so the wood is less likely to cup or twist.
This premium-priced lumber, described as quar-

tersawn or rift-sawn, depending on the exact angle
of the end grain, is in short supply at most lum-
beryards but can be purchased by special order.
"Anytime I want a board that won,t expand and
contract too much-on decking, flooring, trim-
I look for that vertical grain," Tom Silva says. ,,The

wood is easy to work and holds paint well. Or it
looks great if you use a stain to show off the grain.,,
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(continued from page 64) whet it comes to cutting and nailing," he says. He also looks for
splits and deep cracks that can weaken the wood. On one 2x4,he points to shake, a crescent-

shaped gap that follows a growth ring. "There won't be much strength in this board."

Pulling a 2x6 from an opened stack, he lays his hand palm-down across the width of the

board. "I can immediately tell by feel whether a board is cupped," he says. "It's tough to

nail plywood or drywall to a stud that isn't flat from edge to edge." X7arping along the

length of a board can be troublesome as well. When Tom sights down the edge of the 2x6,
he discovers the wood is slightly arched
from end to end. "This piece has a crown,"
he says, "If I were to use it as a stud, I'd have

a pregnant wall." On the other hand, a
2x10 with a modest crown would make a
good floor joist. \fith the apex of the crown

arched upward, the joist would eventually
straighten out and help prevent sag in the

floor. "You just have to make sure you
install the crown correctly," says Tom. "One

time my brothers and I had finished build-
ing a deck when my dad noticed a dip in the

floorboards. Sure enough, we had put in one

joist with its crown going the wrong way,

so it sagged like a swayback horse. He made

us rip it out and turn it over. After that, I
never forgot to check crown."

Tom says that, above all, lumber shop-
pers should avoid buying wet wood.
"Houses are tight and don't breathe like
they did years ago, so it takes longer to get

rid of moisture," he says. "That makes it all

the more important to build with lumber
that is relatively dry." Inexpensive meters

are available for checking moisture, but Tom

doesn't need one to identify lumber that is

green and unseasoned. "lf I pick up an 8-

foot 2x4 and it feels unusually heavy, I
know it's soaked. That means it's going to

shrink or warp when it dries out." For new

construction, Tom frames with stock cer-

tified by lumber graders to have no more

than a 19 percent moisture content. But
when renovating an old house where the

existing wood has already dried out, he buys

kiln-dried lumber with a 15 percent mois-

ture content or less. "l don't want to come

back in a year to find lots of gaps in the trim
and the baseboard t/c inch off the floor
because of shrinkage," he says.

Even good, dry lumber can go bad if not

protected once a buyer takes delivery.
"Don't keep it where water can get under-

neath it," Tom says. "You want the stack

on blocking so the wood doesn't suck up

moisture from the ground." And lumber
should remain strapped until work begins.

"When you take the steel bands off, there

are always a couple of pieces that will warp

and run wild," Tom says. "But a good lum-

beryard will let you return them." I

TAMING UNRULY STUDS
Studs in a newly framed wall can bow or twist
a6 they dry out. When that happens' Norm

Abram says, drywall won't lie flat. Problem

studs-those that bow out of plumb more than

7n inch+hould be replaced if they are in a

load-bearing wall. But in a non-load-bearing wall

they can easily be repaired. First, Norm takes a

circular saw, holds it against the point of great'

est bow and makes a steep, angled cut from the

stud's concave edge to within l7z inches of the

convex edge. lnto this kerf, he hammers a wood

shingle-thin edge first-as he gently pulls the

stud straight and checks it with a level. Then'

on either side of the cut, he scabs on a 2'foot-

long 2x4 or a strip of 3/e-inch plywood using

2-inch or 21/z-inch box nails. "lt's not quite as

strong as an uncut studr" Norm says' "but it
will make life a lot easier for the drywall guys."

Which Wood to Choose

A typical house is a symphony of
woods brought together to perform

according to their particular

strengths. Joists, studs and rafters
must carry heavy loads without bend-

ing. lnside trim should be smooth and

easy to paint or varnish, and exterior
trim needs to be rot resistant. No sin-
gle tree species yields lumber with all

these varied characteristics at an

affordable price, so Tom Silva picks

different woods based on their
intended use. Framing lumber: Stan-

dard 2x lumber doesn't need to be
pretty, iust strong enough and dry
enough to hold up floors, walls and

roofs. Tom once framed walls exclu-
sivefy with lirt 2x4s for load-bearing
walls and 2x3s for interior nonbear-

ing partition walls, Now he orders
No. 2 spruce, a weaker wood' but he

uses wider stock: 2x6s for the exte'
rior load-bearing walls, 2x4s for
interior nonbearing walls. For deck
and porch framing and for mudsills,
where resisting rot is paramount, he

buys pressure-treated southern yel-

low pine. Exterior trim: For soffits,
corner boards, window casings and

the like, Tom usually orders white
pine in nominal lx or sZ-inch thick'
nesses. And he makes sure to Pro'
tect the wood from water before

nailing it up. "The pine today doesn't
have the tightness that it had years

ago; you need to coat it on all six

sides with paint." lf the budget
allows, he'll buy a more rot-resistant
species like redwood or western red

cedar. lnterior moldings: Years ago'

when he could find clear, white Pine,
that was all Tom used to trim
houses. Now he favors PoPlar, a

lightweight easy-to-paint hardwood

readily available in wide, knot'free
boards. Decking: Clear, veftical-grain
Douglas fir is Tom's traditional choice

for porch decking. For uncovered

decks, he has used redwood and

cedar ("very soft, very exPensive")

and pressure-treated yellow pine.

Recently, Tom installed decking made

of Philippine mahogany, a troPical

hardwood so dense it has to be

drirled before,. ."" o:t;;i;;i;*",
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What goes around comes
around in the remarkable
house Carl Jennings built
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BY JACK McCLINTOcK
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVTD PETERSON

The house is round and made of stone. The Spanish tile roof

stands out amid 5 acres of palms, yuccas and century plants

at the end of a gravel lane just past a vineyard in Sonoma

Valley, California. The half-round windows are curved, and the

half-round doors are

studded with the round

green glass of champagne

bottle bottoms. When

the owner, Carl Jennings,

opens the door, the glass

casts shifting gleams on

the curving walls inside,

making the house seem a

bit like an underwater

grotto. Jennings, a slow-

moving and diminutive 88-

year-old with a bald pate

and a wizard's grin,

shuffles a bit unsteadily into the living room, where a
f ire f lickers inside a handmade copper woodstove with a

round stone chimney rising up and out through a wagon-wheet-
At dusk, Carl Jenningsl bouse, opposite, casts a utarm gl-ota through the surrounding groue. lennings designed and built theentire structure binself, forgtng many detaik, includinglhe in*icati uindou lattices,li a t*itt utacEsmith"shop, aboue, adla-cent to tbe bouse. "I don't belieue in copying," he says. "Anytbing I tackle, I iust can't do it like it's been done before.,,
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shaped central skylight. From the windows, sunlight spills across

the terra-cotta tile floor-the tiles are set in concentric circles-and
into every spot that in a square house would be called a corner.
"I probably should have round furniture too," Jennings says.

"Once you make the primary decision-round house-then you

have to think in terms of roundness."

Jennings and his late wife, Elizabeth, laid the foundation and

began erecting the stone walls of their retirement place 28 years

detail has so clearly sprung from the same mind that the house

seems like the product of an instantaneous, comprehensive vision.

Everywhere are chunks of black iron-door latches, fire tongs,

sculpted heads and hollow vessels-each persuaded into a strong,
graceful shape by Jennings. His ancient craft, blacksmithing, may

be anachronistic in an age of computers and rockets, but his life-
Iong passion for the work still reigns. Officially retired as he

approaches his ninth decade, Jennings stilI spends many of his wak-
ing hours in a home workshop, a grime-covered,

hard-of-hearing Benvenuto Cellini of the forge. "He's
one of the treasures of his trade-and this countrS"
says Jim 

'!7allace, director of the National Orna-
mental Metal Museum in Memphis, Tennessee,

which owns some of Jennings's work.
One characteristic Jennings piece is at the heart of

the house: a lighting fixture with stylized fish and

curving spoon shapes bristling around a warmly
glowing drum-shaped center. "It's iust absolutely
knockout," says his longtime friend Sam Maloof, the

master woodworker (This Old House, March/April
1998). Jennings made the fixture 40 years ago, and

it swings from a chain in the single bedroom. "I guess

I think'round'quite a bit in my work," Jennings says.

"I got the idea for the house from this lamp." And
from his wife, Elizabeth, a gardener who operated
her own nursery for many years. "She was a genius

with plants," says Doug Carmichael, who helped tile

the roof in exchange for metalworking lessons from

Jennings. "Maybe the absence of rectangles in nature

is what encouraged her to suggest a round house."

The house is small-just 50 feet in diameter and

23 feet high at the top of the skylight-but every

detail is the work of a craftsman obsessed with per-

fection. Jennings likes things solid, graceful, earthy

and about 10,000 times stronger than they'd need

to be to stand up. An owner-builder doesn't have

to compromise, and he'll bring his own expertise-
and sometimes biases-to a proiect. "Carl made

everything there, every hinge and knob," says his

friend Toby Hickman, a blacksmith in nearby

Petaluma. "He may be the only person on the planet

who could have done it. He even fabricated tools
to do jobs for which no tools existed."

Jennings sinks onto a living room couch and

shrugs. "It's a biacksmith's house," he says simpln
r,vaving a gnarled hand at the stone walls. A black-

smith's house-yet not overwrought. Despite all the

heavy stone, cast concrete, stout beams and black

metal fixtures and hardware, visitors' first impres-

The circular floor plan radiates from lennings's bandmade coppet uood-
stoue, a sculptural tour de force tbat is ako the main source of heat for tbe

house. Atop tbe stoue, a handmadc copper kettle serues cE a humidifier.

ago, and it remains a work in progress. "It'll never be finished,"

Jennings says, gesturing at a square, transomlike gap above the bed-

room door. "I've got a stained-glass panel out in the shop that goes

in that hole. I just haven't gotten around to it'" Yet there is a

remarkable sense of unity and wholeness about the house' Inside

and out, the craftsmanship is so elaborate and complex, yet every

sion is of a sunny lightness. How did he do it?

Like the lighting fixture, the house began life as a sketch in a

3-by-S-inch idea notebook. Jennings always keeps one in his shirt
pocket and at his bedside. Used notebook pages are stacked in cigar

boxes, hundreds of pages covered with the black grit that blan-

kets a blacksmith's life-decades of thought.

Ideas would come to him early in the morning when his mind

was uncluttered, and he'd write them down, go into the shop,

pick up his hammer and refine them on the anvil. "Some smiths
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do very beautiful, elaborate drawings and work from rhem,', Mal-
oof says. "Carl just designs it as he goes along.',

To be properly, serenely round, Jennings figured, rhe house would
have to be adobe or srone. He picked srone, which-like iron-has
a straight-from-the-earth authority and strength. From a quarry
in Glen Ellen, he ordered rruckloads of a colorful limestone called
Sonoma candy stick and, in 1970,he and Elizabeth serrled into a
little trailer on the property and started building. It was five years
before they moved into the house, and ir still wasn,t finished. That
didn't surprise Jennings. The light fixture that had inspired his house
design had raken 200 hours to make.

Jennings based the house's size on rhe length of available used tim_
bers-22 feet-plus the diameter of the circular chimney. He hired
a man rvith an auger truck to drill S-foot-deep holes every 3 feet
around the perimeter of the foundation trench-one of few jobs
he and Elizabeth didn't do by hand. He deployed rebar and filled the
trench and holes with concrete that the
couple had mixed in a 3-cubic-foot
mixer. He still keeps the mixer out
behind the rusting Quonset hut he
erected-and still uses-as a shop. He
built the house walls with slip-form
construction, piling rock into a
ponable form, cementing it solid, mov-
ing it up and repeating the process.
Years passed. Finally, he had awall2}
inches thick at the bomom and half that
at the top. He built the central chim-
ney in the same way. More years
passed. One day, a visitor drove up and
asked what Jennings was building.
"I'm building a church," Jennings said.

The roof wasn't quite so easy as the
walls, but at least it let Jennings work
again in iron. Rigging an A-frame and
a block and rackle, he and a helper
hoisted the rafters'outer ends onto the
wall top. But the inner ends, which
would butt against the chimney wall,
needed somerhing to rest on. Jennings
welded up an enormous "spider," as
he calls it: a ring of heavy joist hang-
ers to encircle the chimney near its top

A halluay bugs the fireplace's reAr cilrue, with doors opening
into the bedroom and the bathroom. Abstract netal sculptu;
by Jennings and seueral of his friends ornament tbe ttall.

ipated that. "The skylight I had in mind from rhe srart," he says. ..1

wanted sunshine-it's very heartwarming.,, The skylight is an
astounding piece of articulated design and thought-out engineering,
combining lightness and enormous srrengrh. The 11-foot-diame-
ter tower, capped with acrylic panels and louvered on the sides, rises
4 feet above the middle of the roof and encircles the chimney. Sun-
light pours into the living room. After sundown, rhe skylight is
the perfect night-light. "The moon and srars shine through,'i J.n-
nings says. "It rarely gers so dark you can,t find your way around.,'

In the winter, the abundant sunlight adds to the warmth from
Jennings's copper woodsrove. In summer, the skylight louvers help
cool the house. "It's a wind fower," Jennings says. Warm air rises
and escapes through the tower louvers, pulling in fresh, cool air
through a ventilation porr low on the laundry room wall. Even in
summer-when temperatures hovered around 90 degrees Fahren_
heit, and Jennings worked 12-hour stretches with all the lights on

and a gas forge and electric trip-ham-
mer running all day-his energy bill
never topped $t2S a monrh.

"The house was built before I
thought much about solar energy, but
it's just what I'd have done if I'd been
thinking solar," Jennings says. "l pur
the two big windows on the south
side." There are six windows in all, as
large as 6 by 8 feet. Their steel frames
were hot-bent over a semicircular
form Jennings built to duplicate rhe
curve of the house's outer wall.

Embracing each opening is a cast-
concrete frame ornamented with
abstract symbols. Jennings, an admirer
of strong, primitive art, created the
concrete embrasures and invented
the symbols. He had tried buming the
raw stone and glass together, but that
looked crude: "Too rough." So he
made a transirion and framing device
with the cast concrete. "He [.ras

tremendous respect for rnaterials,,,
says his friend Hickman. "He never
forces a material or asks it to do things
it's not suited for."

and support the rafters' inner ends. He put the spider together
on the ground-a ring around the fireplace-and then, with the
block and tackle, hauled up rhe 500-pound deadweight an inch
at a time. "It was kind of frightening," he says. .,I wasnt sure some_
thing wasn't going to break." $7hen the rafters were up, Jennings
nailed on 2x12 sheathing and laid the heavy spanish barrel tiles.
They weigh a ron per square (10 by 10 feet) and, to judge from the
look on his face, he remembers every ounce.

He and Elizabeth finally moved in, and winter came. ..There was
no insulation, and it was so cold you could feel the heat leaving,,,
Jennings says. So, the next spring, he removed all the tiles, added
1% inches of rigid foam insulation and spent rhe summer replacing
the tiles. "Made quite a difference," he says.

So did the sun. As the walls and the roof went up, rhe interior of
the drum-shaped house had grown darker, but Jennings had antic_

That's why copper combines with stainless steel and black wal_
nut in the houset main sculpture: the central woodstove, a grace_
ful bulge of meral rhat appears ro grow from the rock clf its chrmney,
like a swell of ore in transformation. A low flame flickers behinJ
the stove's two doors, which swing our on perfectly machined
hinges. Sculpted latches with handles of copper, stainless steel
and black walnut hold them shut-the sreel, a poor conductor,
keeps the wooden handles cool. Stylized flames are beaten into the
stove's sides, using a technique called repouss6 in which the smith
works both sides of the metal. He hammers a depression into
one side, fills the depression with molten lead, turns the object over
and, with chasing tools, applies a design ro rhe convex side. The
lead preserves the object's shape as he works.

Copper pipes emerge from the stove top, arc across the hall_
way and disappear into the wall. They connec up ro a system of
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copper pipes beneath the tile floor-Jennings's radiant heat system,

which has never quite worked. The copper stove didn't warm the

water sufficiently, so he uses a gas heater too.

The floor plan is simple: a circle divided in half, with kitchen,

dining room and living room on one side, all facing the central fire-

place. Behind the fireplace is a narrow hallway and, opening off
it, a bedroom, bathroom and laundry room. Darkened with drawn

drapes, the stone-walled bedroom has the drama of a medieval hall,

if a small one. It's perfect for secure sleeping. But open the drapes

to let the sun spill in, and the room is as cheery as a beachfront sleep-

ing porch. Jennings and his gardening wife knew the value of light.

Once they had moved in, more ingenious details began to accu-

mulate. Some were fornritous. The tiny, handsome woodstove in the

bathroom was a

gift. "Nicest little
stove I have ever

seen, so simple in
line," Jennings
says. So was the
wrought-metal toi-
let paper holder, a
grotesque sculpted

by one of his
friends, blacksmith

Dan Boone, a

descendant of the
frontiersman. But
the rest of the
room is eminently

Jennings-esque.
The toilet tank is
mounted high, in
the old-fashioned

Jennings says that his sun-drenched tertazzo batb- manner, a nd f e s -

tub is one of his fauorite original designs in the tooned with a
house: ,,My stylc? I don't haue a nat e for it." pull chain and

sculpted, vinelike copper pipes. No element is merely functional.

Even the bathroom door latch-knob, cam, bar, catch, handmade

screws-is far more elaborate than necessary for security and has a

mystifying complexity that seems to please Jennings. "People do

lock themselves in here," he says, smiling. What stuns the eye, how-

ever, is the tercazzo bathtub. Jennings has always been fascinated

by terrazzo, so he slathered some-dark gray with white marble

chips and larger pieces of marble mosaic-onto a cast-in-place con-

crete form. Then he started grinding it smooth. He winces at the

memory. "It took a lot of grinding. But I couldn't stop then. I'd gone

too far. It took months-I'm talking about eight hours a day for

months. I know: It's crazy. Everything didn't have to be so hard. But

I put a lot of myself into this house."

In the kitchen, he says, "See, I couldn't make a standard cabinet,

just couldn't! I wanted this three-dimensional quality to them'" He

designed the cabinets, which have 2-inch-high borders of wood and

handmade black-iron knobs, and hired a young carpenter to do the

building. "He didn't finish' He got involved in making oak toilet seats

and did a big business, so I finished them," Jennings says. That he did,

including the black-iron knobs and the screws that attach them. "The

knobs don't look like much, but they take maybe three hours each to

finish. I had to make special tools to hold them. But I'll spend the time'

I'm used to that. It's nothing to me to work 12 to 15 hours a day."

Unfortunately, devoting so much time to his craft has been dif-

ficult for Jennings of late. His wife died in August 1,997. "The
last three years have been a void," he says. "I did nothing but
take care of Elizabeth-6 2 years with the same woman. " He shakes

his head, shutting the door of the woodstove and bending to replace

the fire tongs he's been using. Then he brightens, holding up the

tongs, whose gripping fingers curve to one side. "I dreamed this,"

he says. "It's the only time I ever dreamed a design." The simple but

elegant design is one of Toby Hickman's favorites. Jennings's tongs

are perfectly balanced and allow exact control of oversized logs

as well as chips of kindling; a little sheepishly Hickman admits he's

made about 40 pairs for his own customers.

As fennings turns away from the woodstove, he stumbles, pitch-

ing forward and nearly cracking his head against the stone chimney.

It takes him a few seconds to get firmly on his feet. "That makes me

mad," he says, breathing hard. "'What if I do that, and I'm here

alone?" He shakes his head impatiently.
Then he hitches up his maroon suspenders and heads out to

the shop, where he's working on a special project. Even with the

lights on, the shop is gloomy, as if every surface and tool were painted

matte black. In fact, everything-the iron-iumbled tables and shelves,

the electric trip-hammer, the gas-fired forge and "at least a hundred"

hammers-is covered with black iron grit. I7ith one hand, Jennings
picks up a "little hammer" (a long-handled 13-pound sledge) and

smacks it on his anvil. The clang is deafening.

Resting on a sandbag is Jennings's current proiect, a vessel about

7 inches in diameter and height. Like most of his recent work, the

vessel is angle-raised, made by heating, hammering and bending a

sheet of steel over an anvil until the steel cups' "l like to see how far

I can draw the metal, how far I can stretch it," Jennings says. The

vessel began life the usual way, as a sketch in his notebook. "I
had a concept of the shape: round," he says. "And I wanted to

put a frieze around it." Hefting the piece in one hand, he tells where

he found the frieze image and how he sketched it on paper and taped

the paper onto the vessel's rim. How he shaped the vessel over his

anvil and then filled the hollow with lead so he could chase the image

into the outer surface using the repouss6 method.

"It's enjoyment to me," he says quietly, turning the piece in his

twisted fingers. "l like nothing better than to get out here and work
on these vessels-the raw material, taking the concept from the brain

to the hand. I've always loved building things."
But there's never enough time, and Jennings has always found

it hard to say no to work. He's just accepted another commission-
a neighbor wants a set of cabinet knobs like those in Jennings's own

kitchen. Just yesterdaS he had to crank up his tractor and grade the

half mile of gravel road that leads to his house. This morning, he

was out early weeding the stone walkways because his new lady

friend, Virginia, promised she was coming to see him. Just thinking

about her visit, his eyes light up inside the dusky workshop' And

there was so much preparation to do over the next few days because

he was throwing a party on SundaY.

The shop is big, and most of it has a disused, almost deserted

feeling. But here on this bench, where Jennings is creating the ves-

sel, there's a lively sense of work going on-a clutter of hand tools

laid down but not abandoned. Handling the steel vessel like a piece

of blown glass, he sets it back on the sandbag, gives a last fond look

and, on the way back into the house, switches off the lights. r
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nout I'm looking beyond that,',
says Jennings, rclaxing in bis liu-
ing roou. He uonders uthat will
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WATERTOTII'N/TH E TV PHOJ ECT

insert

CI-EARI-Y ENJOYING HIS ROI.E AS A N,{ODERN-

day Prometheus in work boots, fireplace
and chimney contractor Mark Schaub
arrives at the fall television project house

in Warertown, Massachusetts, ready to
deliver fire. He unloads bags of mortar'
buckets of tools, sheets of galvanized wire
and, finally, a tinl' box of artificial logs.

"That's for later," he says, chuckling.
Schaub is here to solve a dilemma faced

by manv owners of Victorian houses: what
to do with the inefficient fireplaces. A rypical

Victorian-era house contains fireplaces whose

openings are large relative to the size of the

flue-a design that makes it difficult to cre-

ate the quintessential roaring fire, because

there isn't the proper
flow of air into the

chimney. "Back then,
people didn't use the
fireplace the way we

do," Schaub says.

"Heating your home with wood was almost

looked upon as something poor people did.

They used coal-burning stoves in the fire-
places, with stovepipes snaked up the flues."

This particular Victorian house had five

fireplaces when Christian Nolen and Sue

Denny bought the property. Although they

didn't need any for heat-IO.H. plumb-
ing and heating contractor Richard
Trethewey outfitted the house with a new
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Andri Rizeon, left, and Mark Schatrb reiltolte
the dining room mantel. Its opening is larger
than necessary to fit the Victolian cast iron in-
sert that will slide into this fireplace. T.O.H.
contractorTotil Silua u,ill modifii tbe mantel,
uthile Rizzon and Schaub install the insert.
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central heating system as well as radiant
floor heating-Nolen and Denny wanted
the ambience that fires would create, so

they decided to retrofit three fireplaces (all

sharing the same chimney): one in the din-
ing room, one directly above it in Denny's

study and one in the front parlor.
!7hen Nolen and Denny first contacted

him, Schaub suspected that a dangerous

combination of mismatched geometry lay
inside the old hearths. Itb standard practice

in fireplace design for the flue opening to be

at least 7ro the size of the fireplace opening,

a formula that ensures a fire will burn safely

and efficiently. After Schaub visited the
'Watertown house, his suspicions proved cor-

rect. In the dining room, he found a fireplace

opening of 900 square inches, which meant

the flue opening shouid have been 90 square

incheq it measured only 72. "That's only 80

percent of what you need,"

Schaub says. "So you can see

you're already behind the

eight hall." The fireplace in

Denny's study was no better.

For these rwo fireplaces,

Schaub suggested an option
in keeping with the era of
the house: Victorian-style
reproduction cast iron
insens that slide into the fire-

place opening. The 225-
pound hunks are both
funcrional and decorative.
The face of the insert fits
flush with the top and sides

of the fireplace opening and

frames a concave section

factured in England. Nolen and Denny chose from a bewildering

array of inserts-arched and horseshoe-shaped, studded with
painted tiles depicting flower baskets, apple blossoms, sparrows'

butterflies and languorous Alphonse Mucha grandes dames. Their
low-key selections-$3,000 each-were an arch with a simple rope

filigree for the dining room and an unadorned arch for Denny's

study. Schaub applauded their restraint. "The house itself isn't overly

decorative," he points out. "The styles they picked are from the

1850s and 1880s, roughly the time frame of the house."

On installation day, the work list calls for making a direct con-

nection berween the insert and the chimney, bolting the insert in place

and filling the space behind the insert with a lightweight concrete for-

mulated for chimney insulation. 'Work proceeds without a hitch.

In the shell of the dining room, Schaub's coworker, Andr6 Rizzon,

builds a funnel-shaped cage of galvanized wire and then nails it to
the existing flue. Now, coated with the concrete, the flue will serve

as a bridge between the chimney and the insert itself. $7hen he mounts

the unit to the wall, he taps it with his fingers. "That's sweet!" he

says, relieved it fits so snugly. "Now comes the fun part, like playing

in the mud." He grabs handfuls of wet concrete, balls them up and

tucks them in the damper hole,

letting them plop unseen, behind

the insert. Bucket after bucket of
goop disappears into the hole.

When hardened, the light-
weight concrete will act as a

protective barrier between the

blisteringly hot iron and the rest

of the structure, absorbing heat

before it reaches combustible
timber. Surrounded by this
impermeable shell, heat pro-
duced in the fireplace is safely
trapped within the insert, and
the smoke is ushered out the
chimney, which Schaub weeks

earlier had lined with the same

lightweight concrete.
After finishing the iob,

Schaub is eager for an audience.

"Hey, Christian, Sue, come
warm up!" he yells. The home

owners, meeting with Tom Silva

in the basement, tramp up the

stairs and poke their heads into
the dining room. Outside, the
sky has grown gray and the
afternoon light is fading. A small

crowd of other workmen gath-

ers around. Schaub snaps an

artificial log into small chunks
and lights a match. The reflec-
tion of orange flames dances in
everyone's eyes. Crimson sparks

fly in the grate. In moments the

room feels toasty. Rizzon breaks

the silence. "What do you
know," he says. "It works." i

rop: Rizzon builds a that extends about 9 inches

smoke funnel by cutting into the fireplace. This con-
galuanized mesh to size cave piece has slanted walls,
and nailing it to the o,rr.h-.n,, for a grate that
existingflue' cENrER" He 

holds wood or coal and a
attaches a t /z-inch-tbick
ceramic uool blanket to hinged damper to funnel
the back of the cast iron smoke up the flue. With the
insert; the blanket acts as insert in place, the geometry
a cushion wben the insert ^c .L^ i:-^^l^^^ ^^-
expands or contlacts tuith :l :T. 

ti::-':t 
""^':''tt,iongrrintemperature. doesn't matter; the lnsert

uorir, witbihe insert itself contains the fire.

in place, Rizzon fills the During the 1800s, mass-
back of the firebox *,ith. produced casr iron inserrs
Iighnueight co.ncrete rated t..r.. increasingly p.pu-
to uithstand heat uP to
2,100 degreesFahrenheit. lar in England and' by the

mid- 1 800s, had crossed the

ocean to American houses. Accented with foliage and

braided rope patterns, elegant curves or neoclassical

motifs, inserts were prized by Victorian home owners.

The reproductions Schaub suggested are manu-

A RUMFORD IN THE HOUSE

For the front parlor, Christian Nolen and Sue

Denny wanted a traditional fireplace instead

of a cast iron insert. But that meant rebuilding

the fireplace so that the existing flue would

work more efficiently. The home owners called

on Dan Mclaughlan of Solid Flue Ghimney

Savers in Cambridger Massachusetts, above,

to rebuild the fireplace in the Rumfotd style' a

late-l8th-century design that calls for angled

sidewalls, a shallow firebox and a narrow

throat up to the chimney. On the same day

that Schaub and Rizzon were installing the

cast iron inserts in the dining room and study,

Mclaughlin turned his attention to the front'
parlor Iireplace. He built a course of firebricks

that partiatly filled the existing space to create

a new firebox-opening with the right geome-

try. A fina! detail: Mclaughlin installed Victo-

rian-style glazed 3-by'6-inch tiles for the

surround. 'iThe front parlor is the perfect

place for a traditional fireplace," Nolen says'
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In 1929, the ounerc mnued
this Cape Cod in Con-
ttecticut-bick by brick,
board by board-frotn
South Windsor to
Jacket Fanns in the
of Washington,60
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O;:Lti?;rilr,i:r*jj
about to sell. He was Boston lrish, a

professor and a born storyteller.'We sat

at his picnic table for hours as he told
me how he was patiently restoring the

1678 Cape Cod house next door. His
was a tale of fugitive Pilgrims, of sheep

in high pasture, of manic farm auc-
tions-and the house that stood

opments of New York and Pennsylva-

nia, returning GIs and their families
could plunk down $5,990 and move
right into a 720-square-foot model with
a purely ornamental chimney and an

unfinished attic. By 1949, Architectural
Forum was proclaiming the Cape

"America's most popular house."

Stanley Schuler, author of The CaPe

Cod House, has found Capes all
around the United Stares-even in

through it all. The ghost of a taomAn is said to dppear on some momings Hawaii. Today we still build houses

At lasr we picked our way along a at the-foot of the stairs of this Cape in Madison, Connecti- in the "Cape Cod" style, although the

path littered with bramble, 
"na 

pr.it. ?.|.-!!^nt 
belieued to be lobsterman Talcott Bradlev's wife' first cape codders probably would-

flowers to the ..olde.;';;;;',I- Eunice' ubo died in 1828 after onlv 11/z vears of marriage' 
n't be able ro pick them out of a lineup.

Cape." From the road, the house appeared small and unassuming. Real-estate brokers will show hundreds of sloped-roof houses and

Its broad roof hung far down the facade, nearly touching the door- palm them off as Capes. Purists bristle at this sloppiness, perhaps

way and windows, Iike an impish man with his hat set at a rak- rightly so. But no other house has worked its way as deeply into the

ish angle. Inside, we wandered through rhe rooms. Here was the American psyche. In our n.rind's eye, we all know what a house looks

fireplace, built of Massachusetts fieldstone. Here, the blackened like. When someone says "home," Americans picture a Cape Cod.

rafters where the house's first mistress, a Quaker, had hung her No one knows for sure if the Cape originated on Cape Cod in

pots. In the attic we found evidence of the old timber framer's Massachusetts or on the coast of Connecticut or somewhere else.

,.r, ,nrrg mortise and renon joints, ax marks in the wood, tree bark The earliest New England builders were surely thinking of the

clinging ro pegs that had held the Cape together for 320 years. houses they had left back in England: simple, one-room cottages

Above us, the roof peaked at higher than 10 t/z feet. The Pilgrim with sleeping lofts. But presented with abundant trees and a harsh

carpenrer had been clever, I rhought. In an otherwise humble house, environment, coast-dwelling carpenters quickly adapted. They felled

he built a cathedral in the attic. rimber, laid oak sills right in the sand-a stone foundation would

But I shouldn't have been surprised. The first glance at a Cape have crumbled when the sand shifted-and built a low, wide house

Cod never tells the story. The little house with the big roof is the on top of them. At the center, they placed a chimney with as many

ancesror of millions more in subgrbs across rhe countq/. From the as five fireplaces. Outside, the roof and 3-inch-thick walls were cov-

mid-1600s until about 1850, Capes popped up all over New Eng- ered with shingles, preferably red or white cedar, which resisted

land, homes to fishermen and shipwrights and, later, inland farm- rain, sea spray and rot. Impoverished fishermen might slice shin-

ers and city folk. Cape Cods might have disappeared permanently gles from a broken ship's mast. The sides of the house seen from

during the frilly Mctorian era, but the Grear Depression resurrected the road got covered in clapboards and occasionally painted white.

them, and it's easy to see why. The Cape's design was inexpen- Over time, the shingles rvould weather to a uniform gray, slightly

sive, simple and durable. In 1938, Life magazine touted the mod- darker than the beach sky on a cloudy day.

ern Cape, designed by Boston architect Royal Barry !7ills, as the It's hard to imagine the wind ever toppling a Cape. Massive tim-

,nr*.. ,o rhe narion's prayers. After'World 'War II, the Little House bers and the chimney anchor the house from within' The aerody-

That Could was again pressed into service. In the Levittown devel- namic silhouette shrugs off gales. Its low facade, devoid of

SIZING UP CAPES

Cape Cod houses are neither one-story nor two-they're one and a
half. The angled ceilings upstairs create a space that is the definition of
"cozy" and exactly why most people feel utterly comfortable in a Cape.

Half: Frcnt door and chimnqt arc
placed to one side of the house

and tuo utindouts are in front.

Tbree-quafier: Front door is off-
center with hto uindotus on one

side, one window on tbe othex

Full: Chimney and front door
are centered. and four uind.ous

flank the d,oor sytnmetically.
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ance may be too plain-or too
darn logical-for some foiks.
Like many colonial houses,
Capes were built small and
later added onto as a family
grew. All that one needs to
divine what's inside rhem is a
pair of eyes and a grasp of ele-
mentary fracrions. \7e distin-
guish Capes by the number of
windows seen from the front.
A half Cape? Two windorvs. A
three-quarter ? Three windows.
A full Cape? Guess.

In full Capes, a visiror
finds the parlor to the left, a
bedroom to rhe right, a

kitchen at the back. A few
small rooms upsrairs. Here, in
this simple layour, all human
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During the 1970s restoration of this half Cape in Clinton, Connecticut, a pbotograph from the 79th century helped the ouner
deduce that tuo bays and tbe picket fence were added duing the 1800s but tbat the stoop ouerbang was a 2\th-century adornment.
While peeling atuay layers of wallpaper and fiberboard, be also uncouered a long-forgotten fireplaie upstairs, making iour total.

overhanging eaves and shutters, easily eludes gusts. And that glo- needs are satisfied: a place ro ear, a place to sleep and a place to
rious roof is pitched low enough to shunt the wind harmlessly off live-rvith fireplaces in every main room. After a few Capes,
the top. To block sand sweeping up to the door, carpenters devised d6ja vir sets in. You think: I have stood in this kitchen, gazed at
yet another quintessentially American invention: the white picket this fireplace, savored rhese door latches and windows before. (Or
fence. Despite the house's weight, if the sand shifted, a home owner was rhirr Baxrer's house down the road?) You might encounter a
could hitch the whole building to oxen or horses and drag it to a period Cape whose rooms dift-er in size from those of another Cape,
more hospitable spot on the beach. \Vhen the tip of Provincetown but the essenrial layout never changes. As Schuler wrires, "An expe-
eroded during the last century, residents hoisted their houses onto rienced burglar would not run into many surprises as he g.oped
barges and floated them across the bay to the town's presenr sire. his way through a dark house."

To call Cape Cods corrages, as we ofren do, does them an injus- Manv times, the need for space and light forced symmetry out
tice. Henry David Thoreau called Capes "sober-looking houses," the door. Dormers and ells were the aesthetically preferred ways of
and he had a point. They are neither flimsy sea shanties nor fun get- adding on. But many owners simply tacked on anorher box. It was
away bungalows. They're mannered, proper houses whose appear- easy: Never fuss with a complicated

T

Tbis bouse in Chestertown, Maryhnd, is an unusual duplex Cape. Cbarles Dauis
brilt it to resemble neighboing horses from a cemtury earlier Each side has tuto
rooms on tbe first floor and utinder stairs to the second, ubere the soutb side bas
fiao bedrcoms and the north sidc three. Dauis liued in one half, a tenant in tbe other.
When Dads died, the house uas shared by his daugltters Sally and Mary Anna.

roofline on a Cape.
Some diehards resist the

temptation to mess with
classic form. Richard Todd,
o\vner of a 1790s Cape in
Ash field, Massachusems,
recently put his house on
the market. The house sits
on a rise above a pond and
a stream, surrounded by
120 acres of woodland and
pastures dotted with wild-
flowers. Now and then,
Todd leaves this idyllic
place to check on the new
house he's bought and
begun restoring: a 1790s
Cape just up the hill-an
exact duplicate of his cur-
rent house's footprint,
down to the inch. "I
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In our mind s eye, we all know what
a house looks like. When someone says "home,"

Americans picture a Cape Cod.
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knowr" he says. "It's crazy." He
showed me the upstairs floor of the
second house. The walls were stripped
to the plaster, split laths showing in
some spots. Todd opened a door,
shaking his head. rtrTillthe tiny space
around the central chimney be big
enough for a bathroom? He doesn'r
know. Of course, he can always add
a dormer to the rear roof. Todd's
shoulders fairly shudder "We're fight-
ing it," he says. "The purists would
say you just don't do that."

Clearly, for the Cape Cod design
to survive into the 1900s, it needed
a careful tweaking for modern life.
The man for the job was Royal Barry
I7ills, the architect who doggedly
designed Cape Cods into the 1,960s.

ln 1,932, when Uncle Sam wanted
cheap housing starrs to pump up the
economy, !7ills walked away with a
gold medal-presented by President
Herbert Hoover-for the Better
Homes in America Small House com-
petition. "I07ills was a great pro-
moter," says Schuler, then a writer
at House Beautiful magazine. '.His
blueprints and pictures would come
in, and we couldn't turn them down.
Even though we wanted to do other
houses, they were so popular at the
time that we ran them frequently.,,

!7ills retooled the old yankee
design with a few modern conve-
niences. He tucked closets into foy-
ers and bedrooms, divvied up the
country kitchen to create dining
rooms with built-in corner hutches.
He lined living room walls with
bookshelves and ran elegant mold-
ings along halls and doorways. At
least one fireplace stayed-in the liv-

o1.the c-heypeake, capes such as this one in chestertoum, Marytand, typicaily haue
a Flemisb-bond facade and are knoum as Tideuaters. shiprighi and it"it , {no**
Wilkins first built the left wing of this house, Ch*'s Conuen;enq,, tbei added tbe cur_
rent middle uing a feut years later The igbt uing was added in the mid-1900s.

GROWING BEYOND CUTE
A period cape cod looks charming-until you try to
fit a 48-inch w into the cubbyhole of a living room,
Like his father, Royal Barry wills, architect Richard
wills specializes in adapting the r zth-century design
for 2Oth-century life. lvost of his work is new con-
struction, but occasionally he's called upon to
update a historic house. "lt's always hard to cut into
the fabric of an old house," he says. ,,But you have
to be practical. After all, we're not heating the house

by fire or walking around in tri-
corn hats anymore." Fortu-
nately, the simplicity of Capes
makes them suited to expan-
sion. Home owners have four
flat sidewalls available for an
addition. But to retain the
house s proportions, ells or

dormers that match the originar structure in style,
fenestration and workmanship make the most
sense. Ells, for example, should follow the main
Cape's lead on roof pitch, as much as 45 degrees
on some structures. wills also offers these tips:
S I D E S: Preserve the original lines of the house by building slightly smaller ells to
the left and right. On narrow lots, build a single ell in back.

ROOF: A shed dormer 18 inches in from the back wall and 2 or 3 feet from the
sidewalls affords space and retains the rear roofline. For front dormers, which
Wills tries to avoid, one A-shaped dormer at the rooft center or two evenly spaced
dormers work best aesthetically.

INTERIoR: Exposing original ceiling beams gives a few inches of headroom.
You can also add room by removing an interior wall and installing an LVL (lami-
nated veneer lumber) beam-disguised in period casing-ro distribute the load.

85

E;E
-ril."ff;tGi

I tsHH



1
,l
'q

"t

'}} l.- ?

lt,..,-*

;;?

"1,

:t
'?
6

\.
{,
,s";

i

,. ),

{

'uF'.it:|ff
{*

rftti rlJ
J, i

t,
'tr!'r'

i-

,mfP,t
*

rY

\ t
".[
'!'

.r.t r

't
a-tr t

-.:l.r
r$ ll. ',"*

"l
'a

.lF{
(r

t,

*s t

I,f
,rf ,ft'

c{*:tF
ti x..,.{r...L

r,-

:

I

tti )

r- *r *rrt- 
,'; l

;

i{
!

1

{

ti.; rr} d

Itl

. ;'. ,l ,

{

(

i* 1.1

t{.

\
*

*

t

5

t
*!

I,l

l

$'#*ry$t &;i 't't,t ltt
ffirC,f

The Cape Cod is like an old folk song whose melody is forevei

House Farm, miller
and innkeePer Daniel
Perkins emblazoaed the
date on the north gable
in glazed numerals-a
first for Kent Coung,
Maryland. Tbe house
retnained. in the Perkins

family until 18i1. Sub'
sequent owflers rebuilt
tlte south uall, made tbe

fireplace smaller and
retrimmed. th rough out.

When White

rl.. .'9

I
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ing room-and an oversized chimney graced the
roof. Some "improvementsr" however, seem
cramped by today's standards. One set of blueprints
called for a 9-by-I0lz-foot kitchen. Even so, a Wills
Cape spoke ro rhe masses of Americans flocking to
the suburbs. A 1937 adin Better Homes and Gar-
dens showed a quaint I7ills creation in Egypt,
Massachusetts, and tempted readers to own the
house that "They All Stop to Admire!',

After World \War II, architecrs, designers and
builders all over the counrry borrowed, adapted
or just plain copied the Vills blueprints. Some
of the finished products look startlingly authentic.
Others are heartbreaking.

In a way, the Cape Cod is like an old folk song
whose melody is forever part of the vernacular but
whose lyrics are consranrly changing, When we see

a modern Cape that doesn't quite work, we can't
help wondering how the design rhat came so nat-
urally to the Yankee carpenter could give us such

YI19 PEIIF19
Pounded by fierce ocean

winds, Cape Codders' houses
were built streamlined and

close to the ground. The roofs
were also pitched relatively
low, giving the wind little to
snag as it blew up and over.

The poorly insulated, small-
windowed houses usually

faced south to take advantage
of the sunlight.

+|%

ing post on the
gether, the hous e was snug
and welcoming to pass on
the road at night, and I
was sorry I had to be I

, a heart anack, he rraveled the byroads ofNew Eng-: land, searching out colonial houses that pleased
him. He knocked on doors and politely asked if he
could measure the exteriors. Often he was invited

, inside, but he ahvavs declined. Although a stickler
for precision, Pollim, like Vitls before him, wanted
the freedom ro design the interiors as he saw fir for
a modern occupant.

Pollitt's plans are still sold, and the houses built
' from them harmoniously marry past and present.
' Floor plans reveal spacious family rooms as well as
, bedrooms with linking baths, all tucked comfort-
. ably within the skin of a classic Cape.
, I once happened upon one ofhis houses at dusk

near the old whaling torvn of New Bedford, Mass-
achusetts, and I could see that the measuremenrs
had served Pollitr well. A large chimney anchored
the sprawling roof. Four compact windows
threw off a golden glow, with the promise
of warmth inside. The owners had

added some nice touches: hand-forged latches
on the front door

trouble today. Architecs say the secret is proportion. They mumble
about the golden secrion, principles for good design first plumbed
by ancient marhematicians. Quite simply, human beings prefer sym-

metry. And rhe Cape may well be the most pleasant set of rec_
tangles yet assembled for living. But only if designed correcrly.

That was the mission of Evan pollirt, a Connecticut archi-
tect whose designs have helped ensure rhe Cape,s longevity.

Abour 20 years ago, as rherapy following on my way. I j{.

and a eranite hitch-
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part of the vernacular but whose lyrics are constantty changing.
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GTHIS PAGE: "All I can say is:
'Thank God for Kenny,"' says

Dream House oumer-builder
Walter Crcmutell as he insPecx
the bluepints with framing
contrdctor Kenny StuPka.
"He's been ffiy carqenter on
numerous proiects for the last
hao years, and he can uork
out a lot of tbe detaik on-site,
which is essential. On a house

this cornplicated the blaePinx
canl couer euery situation that
coiles up." oPPosffr; sheathed
uith sbingles, embellbh ed uith
trim, the coffipleted Dream
House utill conceal An enor-
mously coffiPlex frame.
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dreamhouse

Robert Reade runs his thumb along the seam where a dormer stud meets a rafter.
The rafter slopes at an unusual angle, 48h degrees to be exact, but the perfectly
plumb stud plants a full kiss on the rafter's edge. Not even a razor blade could slidl
into this joint. "That's just how it should be," says Reade softly. ..'wood 

on wood.,,
A properly built frame can keep a house or addition sturdS dry and proud for

more than a cenrury. A sloppy job can produce sagging roofs, undulating walls and
bouncy floors and can quickly lead to rotted wood, cracked plaster and stuck doors.
More dramatic, in an earthquake or hurricane, the frame,s integrity can make
the difference between survival and disaster.

To illuminate the basics of a quality framing job, we brought master framer Robert
Reade to the site of This old House magazine,s Dream House in'wilton, Con_
trecticut. Reade, profiled in the July/A ugost 1997 issue, in our American Crafrsman
series, has taught framing to aspiring carpenrers in columbus, ohio, for the past
eight years and has been hammering houses together since 1950. .,Making 

a frame
that is level, plumb, square and durable sounds simple. It is not,,, he says. ,iA ,ki[.d
framing carpenter goes about his job with the same discipline as a cabinermaker,,

After crawling and climbing from cellar to ridge and scrutinizing every inch of
the 5,900-square-foot Dream House, Reade gave the workmanshrp lrigi, marks.
His inspection took only a few hours, but he worries that most home owners ignore
this crucial construction phase when they should pay close attention to it.

"Don't be afraid to look over the job carefully, particularly with large build-
ing companies," he says. "They care mostly about getting it up fast, cLsing in
the roof and selling it.rf aproblem develops, they,ll just leithe warranty depart-
ment take care of it. That's wrong. people work hard for the money tobuy
their houses, and they have a right to expect something solid. you shouldn,t
even go through with a deal if you can'r inspect the framing . rf a framer is good,
he'll be proud to show you his work.,,

BY BRAD LEMLEY PHOTOGRAPHS BY KOLIN SMITH

GOODB
Framing lessons: How to make sure you get a house that never leans, sags or squeaks



BUILT TO LAST

I
CnowHs Up

Carpenters typically install

each joist, rafter and header

so that the convex edge
(the crown) faces up. This
ensures that, over time,
gravity will straighten the
board. lnstalled the other
way, it could sag. Reade
also uses the technique on

wall studs. Afterfirst setting

aside any that are severelY

bent-cutting them into
shorter pieces to use as

cripples under windowsills
and as blocking between
studs-he orients the
remaining boards so theY

all crown the same waY.

The result: no visible undu-
lations in the finished wall
and gap-free cabinet and
countertop installations.

Nailing No-No

Although framer Robert Reade

likes the way most of the Dream
House frame has been built, be

takes exception to the dozen or
more nails used to fasten some
attic ioists to rafters. "A lot of
naik isn't necessaily bettet" he

says. "There is a condition called
nail-tueak, where you get so

many nails in there that the
uood splits and. loses strength."
Tbe temptation to ouerdo it is
particularly strong, Reade says,

in this *igger-hary era of Pneu-
matic nai.lers. For the ioist-rafter
connection shoun here, Reade

contends tbat a "Pattern of four
nails would ltaue been Plenty."

Reafu looks for utell-executed car-
pentry in the angled ioints that
form the roof frame. The louer
end. of a raftet for insunce, UP-
ically has a notch, called a bird's-
mouth, that sits on the toP Plate-
When the notch is cut at the
proper angle, there should be no
gap behueen tbe bird's-moutb and
tlte plate. Reade also likes to see

a double to7 Plate on stud ualls.
Some car1enters fauor a single
plate in the name of sauing utood
and increasing energy effi cienq-
less utood in a utall means more
room for insulation-but Reade

says tbat truo plates are essential

for proper stiffness and for mak-
ing tight, ouerlaPPing unions.

Tight Joints
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AESSENTI

Reade strongly endorses a framing practice called stacking, in tthich rafters and ioists are aligned
directly ouer studs, and s.tuds on different floors line ip uitb each'other. By transferriig all
structural loads straigbt doutn to the foundation, tbese arrangernents minimiz| senling-iniuced
cracks in dryutall or plaster S.tacking ako simplifies the task 6f running plumbing aniductraork
between floors, With a cornplex structure sucb as the Dream Hoase, {r)d, 

"or"id"s 
that stack-

ing all tbe framing members is impossible, but be says framers should do it taheneuer they can.

Stacked Framing

1

ta

-

Straight Walls

\

L
.1

t

rlr
T A crooked wall spreads misery. When a

partition or exteior utall snakes or bouts
from one end to the other or rises out of
plumb, installing doors, windotas, titn,
cabinets and countertops becomes an
ordeal. But a uonky taall is easily cor-
rected. Keeping the bottom plate straight
ryergly requires nailing it dotan along a
chalk line snapped onto the subflior.
Before straigbtening the top, Readz sets up
a simple uay of finding curues: nailing
pieces of scrap lumber to the two top cor-
ners and stretching a mason's line betraeen
them. Then he slides a test block along tbe
gap betuteen the string and the top plates.
"The string sbould iust barely brusb the
block," he says. A gap bettaeen the block
and string means the uall is borued out. If
tbe block doesn't fit in the gap, the wall
is bouted in, Bends either utay are straight-
ened uitb one or more 2x4s nailed first
to tbe top plate and then-after the taall is
pushed in or pulled out-to the subfloox

I

I

J
PLUUBING HELPER

Carpenters grumble that plumbers weaken a frame by recklessly sawing avenues for pipes. plumbers
howl that carpenters forget an ineluctable fact: The pipes must go somewhere. But, as Reade
nobly points out, the framing comes first, so carpenters should be aware of where the plumbing
will go and position joists and studs accordingly, "lt's particularly important to make room for toi-
let and bathtub drains," he says. "Sinks have an elbow that you can rotate, and that gives you some
wiggle room." lf a cutout for a toilet or tub drain happens to fall right over a joist location, Reade
typically installs a joist on either side of the penetration and then returns to normal spacing.
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NOROT, BENDSORSQUEAKS

a

Cnelx-Fnee FLooR

Floors that creak and groan give old houses character but, in a new house or addition, own-

ers should expect to stroll silently. Reade teaches his students to gun construction adhesive

along the tongues of the 7a-inch tongue-and-groove plywood used for subflooring and on

the top edges of floor joists. After each sheet is shoved into place, it should be nailed down

wherever it sits on a joist. (See "Nail Power," page 93.) With this method, says Reade, "You can

only work one sheet at a time, so sheathing a floor takes a little longer. You've got to get the

whole sheet nailed down before the adhesive skins over, or the bond won't be strong."

Decay Prevention

One of the easiest places for rot to get started is tuhere uood touches concrete, That's ulry
?nost carpenters use pfessufe-treated 2x6s or 2x8s for mudsills, the boards tbat run along

the top if a foundition. But there are other places ruhere rot resistance is needed. In

the nirrou diuiding uall beAaeen fiao garage doors, Reade is plcased that the Douglas

fir iack snds dont go atl the way to tbe concrete. Thqt stop about 2 feet aboue it, and tbe
'run 

continucs with Wssure-treated ?-cc6s. Readc also recomfimds puning s*ips of pressure-

treated taood behaeen basement stair stringers and the slab they land on,

I
Twist Resister

T

The joists behtteen tbe Dream House's second-story rooms

and the unfinisbed anic baue no blocking or sheatbing to

keep them ftom httisting bending or bowing, ultimatcly ruin-

in[ a once-ftat cziling. Butthe utide tempetature sutings that

t1,pi*lly or"u, in attics can distort euen the straightest lum-

bir To keep joists from getting out of line, a good buildct
secures tbim ruith a strongback: an L-sbaped girder ruade

{tom a pair of 2-x6s to lack in the ioist qacing and r*ist btnts
'and 

bends tbat could pop out dryuall naik or crack plaster
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Nail Power

For all the angles, connections and other comploxities in a house frame, the hardware
that holds everything together-nails-is surprisingly simple. tn accordance with the
building code in Wilton, Connoctiout, only three kinds of nails are being pounded into
hundreds of Dream House framinq members: 8d and 16d cement-coated sinkers for

solid lumber and Bd ring shanks for sheathing and subfloors.
Sinkers and ring shanks deliver extra holding power dif-

{6o Cer,rer.rr Coareo
nor isiiib,t;ig sitid ialL and
other fastening that requires
nailing through 2-incb nomi-
nal lumber: 3% inches long.

Eg Erltg 9_1!4lY{
for secwring sheathing and sub-

flooing; used euery I inches in
the field and euery 6 incbes
along the edges; 2ll inches long.

ferently. When a sinker
punchas into a stud, joist

or raftq friction heats up
the coment coating,
which forms a strong
adhesive bond with the
wood. The threads on
ring shanks get a tena-
cious grip on wood
fibers. They're nails you

Tom Silva's Full-Strength Framing
This old llouse contractor rbm silva doesn't build by the book. .rl refuse to follow
the building code," he says. ,,ltb good for safety, but it doesnrt make rock-solid
houses." Tom and other builders say that surpassing building-code rcquirements
can make a house noticeably stiffer and stlonger, particularly the floors. Built to
code, they can bounce slightly when they're walked on. while a flexing floor isn't
unsafe, it can be avoided by reducing the spacing between ioists, by increasing the
size of the joists or by installing thicker subflooring. For example, if Tom werc
building a 16-by-24-foot addition and the code calted for 2xlo Douglas fir joists,
24 inches apart, he would rcduce the spacing to i6 inches. And instead of using
%-inch plywood for the subfloor, he'd install %-inch tongue-and-groove pllnrood.
Total additional materials cost: $iso.

ln most new houses and additions, exterior walts have alrcady been stiffened by
the use of 2x6 studs, which codes require for compliance with higher insulation
standards. Partition walls are still framed with 2x4s but in some cases should be
upgraded to 2x6s. Dan Priest, a researcher at the National Association of Home
Builders, recommends exceeding the code on a case-by-case basis: Kitchen walls
with lots of cabinets or two-story looms need morc ctosely spaced or bigger studs
for adequate stiffness. "The payback is great for framing a house right," Tom says.
"lt costs a little more but, in the long run, everyone,s happier." -Horr- fleeyes

At the Dream House, 14-incb-deep wooden I beams
undergird tbe 22-foot-raide kitchen. According to the
local building code, they could be spaced as mucb as
79.2 inches apart-fiue euery 8 feet-but for maximum
stiffness they'ue been installed at l,2-inch interuals.
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IGLOO

94

BY STEPHEN HARRIGAN PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALDO ROSS!

The purest building the human mind has ever oonceived

To build a proper igloo, you need the proper

material: a certain kind of snow the lnuit of

the Central Canadian Arctic call aputitsiar-

vaq. This is dry strong, surprisingly tensile

snow forged lcy ceaseless wind and

unthinkable cold, ln the winter darkness,

the surface of this snow can set almost as

hard as concrete, so hard that the hooves
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tbis page: Made entirely qf snow,
the ho** tbatlnuit elderJackl<ab-
uitok built is strong enough to sup-
port his 180 pounds. opposite
page: Looking up toutard tbe apex
of the dome, an igloo duteller sees
a spiral of snout blocks held to-
gether by nothing other than dy-
natnic tension. The s*iations in
the translucent blocks chart a sue-
cession of utinter snoufalls in
much the safle tuay that ri##
cha* the grouth of a tree. i
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of a passing caribou leave only a faint, whispery track.
\(hen I arrived at the frozen shores of Hudson Bay

one day last April, the good igloo-building snow was

almost gone. One more week, I was told, and the
snow's structural integrity would have melted away.

But it was still thrillingly cold-20 degrees below zero

Fahrenheit-and the inlet on which we traveled by

A tireless dogsled team
bounds silently a.cross a
uast sea of ice toutard the
igloo-building site off the
uestern shore of the Hud-
son Bay, more than 7,000
miles due north of the city
of Duluth, Minnesota.

malingering dog named Anaqti.
Beneath the ice, the tides in these narrow inlets were

still active, and the shoreline was crowded with huge

blocks of ice that had been pushed upward by the

movement of the water and now shone with eerie

translucence. Mysterious spangles of light danced in
the ferocious sunlight. Across the top of the sea ice, the

steady northwest wind had shaped the snow into andogsled was a boundless highway of sea ice. In a

few months, the ice would start to warm and break apart but, for
the time being, it was still frozen fast, a solid 5 feet in depth except

where the seals who live beneath the ice had used the claws on the

ends of their flippers to scrabble out breathing pockets.

An igloo is a more elaborate construction project than one of
these conical seal holes but not by much. To build one, you need

only a pair of hands, one or two simple tools and a trace of genetic

memory. An igloo is a dome, one of the most ancient templates

for human shelter I had been fascinated by domes ever since I walked

into the Pantheon in Rome and found myself thunderstruck by its

spaciousness and strengh, by its mysterious perfection. Domes seem

to have a kind of organic inevitabiliry like clouds. I wanted to see

an igloo in the flesh, so to speak, because an igloo is the most organic

dome of all, a shape-shifting expression of snow, the quietest, purest

building the human mind has ever conceived.

A 59-year-old Inuit elder named Jack Kabvitok, who teaches shop

and wilderness skills for the school system of the little town of
Rankin Inlet, had agreed to show me how to build an igloo. It
was his dogsled on which we were riding and his voice that occa-

sionally broke the arctic silence, calling out the Inuktitut words
for "right" or "left" or "faster" to the seven dogs padding along on

the snow in front of us. Jack's English appeared limited to an

occasional hearty outburst-"How you doing?" "Hungry yet?"-
and my Inuktitut was nonexistent but, had we been able to carry on

a running conversation, I doubt that we would have done so; any

idle word felt like a violation of the landscape's presiding quiet.

Our destination was an icebound peninsula 20 miles away. Jack
had a cabin there, and that was where he planned to build the

igloo. There was no trail to mark the way, except for the tracks

left by our little expedition's other sled, which with its lighter frame

was habitually aV+ mile or so ahead of us. This sled belonged

to Dyan GraS a young Canadian woman who worked as a tourism

official for Nunavut, the vast self-governing Inuit region that had

been carved out of the Northwest Territories and is due to become

an official Canadian territory this year. On Dyan's sled rode the

New York City photographer AIdo Rossi, and on his lap sat a

endless series of contours that resembled frozen waves, and the

dogsled schussed gently from the crest of one wave to the next,
exactly as if it were a sailboat rocking along on ocean swells.

From time to time, we glimpsed towering piles of rock-shaped
like men-called inukshuk erected to serve as signposts in the win-
ter blankness. Some of these inuksbuk were recent; others might
have been hundreds of years old, as old as the stone tent rings and

V-shaped kayak stands we passed that marked the sites of ancient

hunting camps. The igloo--at least in its function as an actual res-

idence-is itself pretty much a thing of the past. Nobody lives

in snowhouses anymore but, to an Inuit subsistence hunter bar-

reling across the sea ice in his snowmobile, searching for seals

or beluga whales, an igloo still makes perfect sense as a temporary

shelter. A skilled igloo maker can build one in an hour in an emer-

gency and, once completed, the structure is impressively strong.

Unlike a tent, an igloo won't
blow down in a roaring wind.
A full-grown man can stand on
top of it and jump up and down
and still not break the dynamic
tension that melds the snow
blocks into an impervious dome.

Jack learned igloo building
when he was 10, back in the days

when, according to his wife,
Aline, "there were really Eski-
mos." Igloos were serious busi-
ness to the native people of the
arctic well into this century. A
thousand years or so ago, during
the Thule period, when the Inuit
culture was at its zenith, people

had lived in winter structures
framed with stone, sod and whalebone and covered with caribou
hides. But this period of prosperity ended when temperatures all
over the arctic began to plunge, driving the whales to warmer waters
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and diminishing the caribou herds. The serrled life of the Thule
became unsustainable, and the scarcirl' of bones and skins left snow
itself as the only reliable material fbr u,inter housing.

In traditional times, igloos were warmed and lit bv seal-oil lamps
and u,ere built large enough ro supporr sizable families. Oiten, two
or more igloos were joined together with passagewavs. The inhab-
itants slepr on caribou hides spread on couches made of snow, some-
times sharing the space wirh pregnant sled dogs or rheir puppies.
When first construcred, an igloo r,vas a gleaming and pristine domi-
ciie but, over the course of an arctic winter, smoke from the seal-oil
Iamps darkened the rvalls until it resembled, in the eyes of one
disappointed European observer, a "witch's cave."

Early in the afrernoon, rve sporred Jack's cabin in the distance, a

tiny dark square in this universe of white. The cabin sat on a subtle
rise, a narrow snow-cor,ered peninsula that to mv e\.es was almost
indistinguishable from the frozen sea surrounding it. Aline had dri-
ven out ahead of us on a snowmobile, along with her and Jack's 14-
year-old grandson, Wayne, and the nvo of them u-ere s,aiting fbr us
when we pulled up. Afrer the dogs were unharnessed and staked or_rt

at intervals along a chain and fed dried whale meat, \ve rerired ro
the one-room plywood cabin, wiping our snowy feet on a rvelcome
mat made from the hide of a ringed seal. We sat there for a long time
in the steamy heat of a portable stove, drinking tea and eating salami
and coconut cream pie and Aline's superlative bannock as the cir-
culation slorvly crept back into our fingers.

*Well," 
Jack said after a time, as he cherved on a frozen shard of

raw caribou, "[et's go look around."
He slipped into the caribou parka that Aline's morher had made

for him, took up an aluminum rod, and led us outside. It rvas alreadv
4 in the afternoon, but the sun didn't appear to be going anywhere.
It hovered like a rvhite morh above the horizon.

The dogs lifted their muzzles our of rhe snor.v and rvatched curi-
ouslv as Jack used the rod to probe around rhe base of the nar-
row peninsula, searching for snor,r., of perfect thickness and
consisrency. He rejected t\\ro or three locations. Then, with the
end of rhe rod, he drer,v a circle about 10 feet in diamerer.

"Let's make igloo," he said.

To construct an igloo, Jack needed only two tools: an ordinary
crosscut saw and a machetelike implement called a pana or srrow
knife. He knelt down and began ro saw into the snow at the cir-
cle's southeast edge, where the doorway of the igloo would be
located. First he removed a deep wedge of snow and set it aside,
then began to cut out a block about 1 t/z {eetlongby 3 inches wide.
He undercut the block at a diagonal to a deprh of about 1 foot
and wrestled it free from the surrounding snow. It squeaked like
Styrofoam as he withdrew it. He ser the fresh-cur block in front
of him and inspected it with a look of growing distaste, finally
muttering somerhing ro 'S7ayne in Inuktitur.

"Snow's no good," Wayne translated.
The top half of the block rvas solid, but the bonom half was made

of inferior snow that crumbled ro rhe rouch. Jack pulled himself
wearily to his feet, took up his aluminum rod again and began
searching farther down the slope. Fifty yards from the cabin, he
found a patch he liked better and once again drew the circle in
the snorv and pulled up the first block.

"That's berrer," he said. Vith the pand,he trimmed the bottom of
the block and set ir in place on the perimeter of the snow circle. Then
he shaped the top of the block into a diagonal incline. With each suc-
ceeding block, this angle grew sreeper, and the igloo's firsr layer spi-
raled lazily as it advanced along the circle he had drawn in the snow.

\Working without commentary, he continued to saw out the blocks
in orderly ranks, building a kind of igloo basement in the process.
I sat down on the snow and watched him work. I had intended to
lend a hand, but it seemed to be a one-man operation and, anyway,
the process was more intricate than I had expected. ClearlS there
was a science in trimming a block to rhe exact angle and slope, then
shoving the block into place against a neighbor to stand without
any adhesive other than severe cold and the laws of physics. I07hen

Jack finished the first layer and began the second-"OK," he said,
"going up now"-it was easy to imagine the whole thing tum-
bling down at some point, like a house of cards.

Yet up it went. STith each layer, the inward angle of the blocks
grew steeper, but the spiraling wall never wavered. By the time Jack
had erected the third layer of snow blocks, he was almosr hidden

from sight. His two hands, encased in furry caribou mit-
tens, bustled about all by themselves ar the top of the
snow blocks, like characrers in a pupper show.

Jack kept building the shell of the igloo, while Wayne
filled the cracks between the blocks with snow, and Aline
came out with a pan of water and started pouring it over
the structure. The water quickl,v froze in the cold air, cre-
ating an even stronger seam.

!7hen Jack had completed the tifth layer of blocks, he
cut out a door with his snow knife and invited me inside.
The door was abour the size and shape of the opening ro
a doghouse and ser beneath the top iayer of snow. Enter-
ing the igloo was like wriggling into a badger's burrow.
Inside, the igloo felr marvelously spacious. The flat arc-
tic light seeping through the blocks of snow made the
dome look like some sort of translucent curtain.

"Not much more now," Jack said, grinning, as he
heaved another block inro place. His hair and eyebrows
were heavily flocked with snow. The dome grew higher,
and the spiral of snow blocks grew tighrer until finally
he had to stand on his tiptoes to reach the apex. It struck

I \

Y

I
Lrrr: Jack lifts a uedge-shaped snota block lte has cut from the surface of the frozen
inlet, creating a hole tbat taill later become the entrance to the igloo. crNrr,n: After
sauing a rectangular block from the snou, he prepares to position it. rucnr: Jack uses
a s?rolt knife, also called a pana, to tim edges so tlte blocks lock tightly together
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me, as I watched him, that the building of this
shelter had taken place completely from the

inside. At every step of construction, from the

very first cut in the snow, from the setting of
the first block, Jack was screening himself
against the freezing wind. The way he was
building this igloo around himself reminded me

of a caterpillar spinning a cocoon.
Finally there was only a triangular gap at

the top of the igloo. Jack bent down, selected

an irregular block of snow from the scrap pile

that had accumulated on the igloo floor, then
lifted it with one hand above the opening and
held it up there while he trimmed it into shape

with the pana.Then, as if he were closing a
manhole from the inside, he lowered his hands

and set the block into place. All that remained

was to cut a small ventilation hole into the key-

stone. When he had done this, he stepped
back, smiled and announced: "You got igloo."

It had taken two and a half hours, and no
doubt he could have accomplished the task in
half the time if he had been in a hurry. But he

was a methodical and finicky craftsman and,
even now that the igloo was completed, he

could not leave it alone. He kept walking
around the outside, filling in the cracks with
snow, smoothing the rough spots, shooing away

Anaqti, Dyan's pampered dog, when she trot-
ted up on the mistaken assumption that this edi-

fice had been built for her.
"What do you want to sleep in that igloo

f<lr?" Aline asked Aldo and me a few hours
later in the cabin, after we had eaten a din-
ner of beef steaks and were waiting for the per-

sistent arctic daylight to subside. "It's cold in
there. Are you crazy?"

Around 10 o'clock, we pulled on our
parkas and mittens and went outside. Dark-
ness was still hours away, but a heavy ground

fog swirled across the narrow peninsula, and

the sunlight was strangely obscured, hidden
behind a penetrating grayness that resembled

night. Down the slope, the igloo was glowing,
lit from within by a kerosene lamp Jack had
placed on the floor. From a distance, in this
strange m\zzy darkness, the igloo seemed to
hang there all alone in the firmament, shining
with the softest, whitest light I've ever seen.

When AIdo and I crawled inside, Jack was

there spreading musk-ox and caribou skins on
two sleeping platforms he had fashioned of
snow on either side of the igloo. He had made

a kind of end table for each of us as well, had

done everything but put a mint on our pillows.
He himself had no interest in sleeping in the
igloo, though it could easily have accommo-
dated him and perhaps three or four others.

I wouldn't say it was the most comfort-
able night I have ever spent. Two layers of ther-

mal underwear and a subzero sleeping bag

cushioned by the fur of arctic beasts didn't
completely dispel the cold. But I felt reasonably

safe and cozy in the igloo, and I experienced

enough intermittent dozing to count as a night's

sleep. Sometime during the night, Anaqti
skulked inside to join me on the sleeping plat-
form and, when I awoke the next morning, she

was staring at me with her pale, eerie eyes.

I lay there drowsily for a long time, scratch-

ing the dog's ears and staring at the interior of
the igloo with a beguiled attention to detail.
The sun had long since arisen from its brief dip
below the horizon, and a sedate light shone

through the concave wall. I counted 50 indi-
vidual snow blocks, from the archway over the

door to the keystone at the top. rWith the morn-
ing light illuminating the blocks from behind,

I could clearly make out the pattern of the hor-
izontal striations that marked the succeeding

layers of the winter's snow.
I struggled into my snow boots and parka

and crept outside. The air was utterly still,
the light utterly flat. Thirty yards away, teth-
ered beyond the tidal push-ups on the open sea

ice, the sled dogs were still asleep, each one nes-

tled in a perfect mound of snow. A single raven

flew overhead, its black plumage slashing
across the white sky, its voice piercing the muf-
fled silence. Then the raven was gone, and
the arctic peacefulness closed over me again:

no color, no movement, no sound, a whole
world with nothing in it.

I walked up the slope about 20 or 30 feet

for a different view and, when I turned around,

the igloo was gone. In the bluish, washed-out
light, which cast no shadow and gave no con-

tour to the land, it had simply disappeared. I
peered hard and walked back, expecting the

igloo to reappear with each step I took. But by

the time my eyes finally found the dome against

the background of snow, I was almost close

enough to reach out and touch it.
As the morning progressed and the light

grew stronger, the igloo became more con-
spicuous, but it still seemed like a secret place,

a hummocky rise in the snow that gave no hint
of the beautiful translucent chamber within.
Had we dwelled in it for any length of time, of
course, it would have become a drippy, smoke-

darkened cave. But as we pulled away in the

dogsleds that afternoon, I took some pleasure

in the realization that this house would remain
pristine until it melted away in the spring thaw,
and would shine in my memory for long after
that, a Pantheon of snow. I

f
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Sometime during the night, Anaqti skulked inside the igloo to
join me on the sleeping platform and, when I awoke the next

morning, she was staring at me with her pale, eerie eyes.

€

E
€

Illuminated from uithin by a
kerosene lamp, the igloo dis-
plays its elegant form. Eaclt
snou, block is pafi of a con-
titruons spiral that grou,s
snaller as it reaches the apex.
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trust the
folks in the
red vest.

lf you want tools that are built to last,

head to your local Ace Hardware dealer.

Because they offer an entire line of

Ace Brand hand tools, from screwdrlvers and

socket sets to hammers and wrenches

Each with a full lifetime warranty.

lcE.
*and Ace is the Place on the Net @ www.acehardware.com

Steve
Carmel Ace Hardware
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o Where and when to watch This Old House and This Old House Classics
6 lndicates ThtE Ord House Crassics, vintage episodes rebroadcast on commercial stations'

AUBATA
BIRT'tINGHA]'I

WBIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m.

a WCFr. Sun. 5:30 a.m.

a WJSU, Sun. 5:30 a.m.

DETOPOUS

MIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m.

DOZTEt

WDIQ, Thu. 8,30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m.

TI.ORE}ICE

VIIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m.

HUTITSVILLC

V/HIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m.

a V/YLE, Sat. 5 p.m.

LOUISYIILE

'07GIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. 8:30 p.m.

HOBILE

a WALA, Sat.5 a.m.

VEIQ. Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. 8 p.m.

I'TOXIGOHCRY

WAIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m.

]'IOUl{T CHEAHA

\gCIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. I p.m.

lLASr
ATCHORAGE

KAKM, Mon. 5 p.m.,

Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m.

a KIMO, Sun. 3 p.m.

f tnB^r(s
KUAC, Fri. 8 p.m., Sar. 8 a.m.

a KATN, Sun. 3 p.m.

luxrau
KTOO, Fri. 8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.

a KJUD, Sun. 3 p.m.

ANIZONA

PHOEilIT

KAET, Thu. 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.,

Sat. 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

a KNXV Sun. 10 a.m.

rucsoil
KUAS, Sar. 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

KUAT, Sat. 11 a.m. and 5130 p.m.

a KTTU, Sat. 9 a.m.

aRx tanAS

ARKAOELPHIA

KETG, sar. 12:30 p.m.

rAYfl]EYILLE

KAFI, Sar. 12:30 p.m.

,oilEsBoio
KTEJ, Sar. 12:30 p.m.

I.ITTLE ROCK

KETS, Sar. l2:30 p.m.

a KTHV Suf,. l0:30 a.m.

MOUilTA[{ VIEW

KEMY Sa(. l2:30 p.m.

CALIFORIIIA

3 XSEtrAnOrXO

KVCR, Thu. 7 p.d.

rllr DtEGo

KPBS, Sat 11:30 a.m.

i KGTV, Sm. 11:30 a.m.

slra Ft [ctsco
KQED, Sat. 5 p.m.

a KPIX, Su. 4:30 p.m.

s illolE
KTEH, Sat. 3 p.m.,

Sun. 4:30 p.m.

sAI H tEO

KCSM, Tues. 6:30 p.m.,

Sm. 10 a.m.

SAIT t RS t
a KSBY, Sun. 5 a.m.

ooLotlm
EOULDER

KBDI, Wed. 3:30 a.m. and J:30

p.m., Sat. 5,30 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m.

COLORADO SPNIilGS

a KRDO, Sun. 1 1:30 a.m.

OEIIVER

KRMA, SaL 2 p.m., Sun. 5:30 p.m.

a KCNC, Sun. 1 a.m.

GRAXD IUICflOX
a KJCI, Sat. I p.m.

PUEBLO

KTSC, Thu. 7:30 p.m.,

Sat. 2:30 p.m.

cot{t{EGTtcu?

ilttflEt 0
lgEDv, Thu. 11:30 p.n" Fri n@n,
sat. 7 p.h., Su. 10:30 a.6.

[ARrtoR0
VEDH, Thu. 1 1:30 p.m., Fri. n@q
Sar. 7 p.n., Su, 10:30 a.m.

a WfSB, Sat. 6:30 e.tu.

XEW HAYEI'

WEDY, Thu. 11:30 ps., Fri. n@q
Sat.7 p.m., Sm. 10:30 e.m.

taoiwtor
VEDN, Tlu. 11:30 p.m., Fri. n@&
Sat. 7 p.m., SM. 10:30 e.d.

AIBA}IY
a VGVP, Sun. 9 r.m.

ATLAIITA

VGTV, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat.5:30 p.m., Su. 7 p.m.

WPBA, Mon. 8 p.m., V.d.2 p.m.,

Sat. 5 p.m.

a VXIA, Sat. 5 a.m. and

2:30 p.m.

CXITSWORTH

\(/CLP, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. 5:30 p.h., Sun. 7 p.m.

cocHR lt
VDCO, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 7 p.m.

(0LUtlBUs

VJSB Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 7 p.h.

0 wsor
\&ACS, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sar. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 7 p.m.

I'tAC0ll
a V/MAZ, Sar. 1 p.m.

PELH I{
VABIV, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. 5r30 p.m., sun. 8 p.fr.

t^v t{ltlH
WVAN, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

sat. J:30 p.m., Sun.7 p.m.

a VTOC, Sat. 2 a.m.

w YcRoSs

WXGd Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. J:30 p.m., Sun. 7 p.m.

YVRETS

WCES, Thu. 8130 p.m.,

sat. J:30 p.m., Sun. 7 p.m.

ltawall
I0ltolutu

KHET, Sat. 7:30 a.m.
a KHNL, Sat. 4:30 p.m.

w tluxu
KMEB, Sat. 7:30 a.m.

to Ho

mcxronD
a V,TVO, Sar. 6:30 p.m.

IPRIII6FIElD
t MCS, Sar. 7:30 a,m.

uxrxGIoI
WKLE, Su 5 p.m.

a VTVQ, Sar. 6 a.m.

I.OUISYILLE

WKMJ, Fri. 7:30 p.m.
r00(PC, Ss. 5 p.m.

a IrAVE, Sat. 6:30 a.n.

l,lA0lSOtlYlLl,E

WKMA, Sun. 5 p,m.

I'toRE$E 0
VKMR, Sun. 5 p.m.

r,ruan f
W(MU,Sun. 5 p.m.

owEtaslono

'JVKOH, Sun. 4 p.m.

owErtrcr
WKON, Su. 5 p.m.

? DUCAE

VI(PD, Sun. 5 p.m.

a \(DKA, Sun. I 1 e.m.

?trcYruE
r00KPI, Sun. 5 p.m.

lo].lER5rr
WKSO, Su. 5 p.m.

LdJrat f,a

Bto AxE
!0VUCX, Tuc. 12:30 p.m.,

Sun. 5 p.m.

CADITLIC

WCMV, Sat. 2:30 p.m.

a wvTvAY/WUR Ss. 10:30 a.m.

DETROII

\!TVS, Thu. 8:30 p.m.'
Fri. I a.m.,sar. 10 a.m.
a V/DIV, Sat,6:30 a.m.

E Sr ta[stilG
WKAR, Thu. 9 p.m.,

Sar. 1:30 p.m., Sm. 5 p.m.

Ft-nT

VFUM, Thu. 9:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30

p.m.
a WEYI, Sun. 10130 a.m.

GRAIIO RAPIDS

WGW, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. 10 a.m.
a WLLA, Sar. 2130 p.m.

t(lLAi'taroo
wG\4(, Thu. 8:30 p.m.,

Sat. l0 a-m.

ultslllG
a WILX, Sat.5 a.m.

l.tlmsTEE

WCM\(/' Sar. 2;30 p.m.

rlnQUEltE
VNMU, Sat. lr30 p.m.

}IOUilI PLEISATIT

WCMU, Sat. 2:30 p.m.

UXIVERSITY CETITER

WrlCM, Tue. 12:30 p.m.,

Sun. 5 p.m.

ml'ail!30ra
APP[EIo[

KSMN, Sat. 12130 p.m., Thu. 8 p.m.

KWCM, Sat. 12:30 p.m.,

Thu. 8 p.m.

tusTil
KSMQ, Thu. 7 p.m.,

Sat. 12130 p.m.

tEr,flDlr

KAWE, Thu. 7:30 p.n.,
Sat. 12:30 p.m.

'RAI]'ERDKAWB, Thu.7:30 p.m.,

Sat. 12:30 p.m.

OULI'IH
rr(/DSE, Sat. 6:30 p.m.,

Su. 9:30 a.m.

NOCBESTER

o KAAI, Sm. 7:30 a.m.

lT, PAuulllllt{EA?ous
KTCA, Wed. 7:30 p.m.,

Sat.6:30 p.m.

a KSTP, Sar. 5:30 a.m.
a KSAX, Sat. 6:30 a.m.

a KRWI, Sat.6:30 a.m.

il3ala3lPPt
8tLoxl
VMAH, Sat. 5:30 p.m.

BOOIEVILLE

WMAE, Sat. 5:30 p.m.

BUDE

VMAU, Sar. 6:30 p.m.

COLU]'IBUUTUPELO

a IwCBI, Fri. 5:30 a.m.

GNEETWOOO

WMAo, Sat. 6:30 p.m.

llcrcor
WM!N, Sar. 5:30 p.m.

llERlDllL
WMAW, Sar. 5:30 p.m.

l,flSStSStPPl STITE

WMAB, Sar. 5:30 p.m.

OXFORD

VMAV, Sat.6:30 p.h.

x|3SOUnl

c0tut'tBta
a KRCG, Sun. J a.m.

,oPLllr
a KOAM, Sar. 5 a.m.

KOZJ, sat. 12:30 p.m.

oEonon

Dl3fNlcT O? COLUTI1A
WETA, Sat. 9:30 a.m.

a VRC, Sun, 5:30 a.m.

md l:30 p.m.

SolsE

I(AID, Sw. 4:30 p.m.

a KTRV Sur 5:30 a.m.

COEUN D'ALEIIE

KCDT, Sun.3:30 p.m.

roscow
KLID, Sun. 3:30 p,m.

mcATEtro
KISU, Sun. 4:30 p.m.

Twtr t U.s

K1PI, Sun. 4:30 p.m.

llLttaots

titDtat{a

tL00t'fl[GToit
WTIU, Ttu. 11 p.m.,

Sat. 12:30 p.m.

EYAIISYILLE

WNIN, Sar. 12:30 p.m.

and 6 p.m.

a WIIE, Sun.6 a.m.

FORT WIYIIE

!vI'lVA, Sat. 10 a.m.

a VIIE, Sun. 6 a.m.

tltDtaltaP0Us

VFYI, Sat. l0 a.m., Sun. 5 p.m.

a WALV, Sat. 9:30 a.m.

a WTHR, Sun. 6:30 a.m.

},IERRILLVII.I.E

VYIN, Thu. 7 p.m., Su. 3:30 p.m.

itutaclE

WIPB, Sm. 4:30 p.m.

tout,t EElrD

a WBND, Sun. 7:30 a.m.

vNtf,lved. 7 p.m., Sat. 2 p.m.

iERRE HAUTE

a VTWO, Sun. 6 a.m.

vncExxEs
W\ryI, Sat. 12:30 p.m.

CEDAR NAPIDS

a KVWL, Sun. 10 a.m.

COUIICILELUfFS

KBIN, Fri. 5130 p.m., Sat. 1:30 p.m.

DIVEIIPOiI
KQCI, Tue. 7 p.m.,

Sat. J:30 p.m.

. WQAD, Su- I I a.m.

DEs l,lolt{Es

KDIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m.,

Sat. 1:30 p.m.

a WHO, Sar. 5 a.m.,

Sun. noon

Mffi DODGE

KTIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m., Sar. r:30 p.m.

tow^ clTY

KllN, Fri. 5:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 p.m.

l,lASoX CITY

KYIN, Fri. 5:30 p.m.,

Sat. L30 p.m.

iEDO t(

KHIN, Fri,6:30 p.m.,

Sat. 1:30 p.m.

slouxctrY
KSIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 p.m.

WATERLOO

KRIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m.,

Sat. l:30 p.m.

xaraaa3

ll.rxAtaDR|A

KLPA, Sun. 10 a.m.

BAIOII TOUGE

t(LP8, Su. 10 a.m.
. KVBJ, Sun. 3 p.m.

]AF^YETrE

KLPB, Su. 10 a.m.

L^I(E CIIIRLES

KITI- Su. 10 a.m.

r,toIioE
KLIM, Su. l0 r.m.

ilEW oRLE 13

WYES, Sar. 8:30 a.m.
a WVUE, Sat. 5 a.m.

IIIREVE?OiI

KLIS, Sun. 10 a.m.
a KTBS, Sun. 5:30 ..m.

rxxl

CHICO

a KRCR, Sun. 5 p.m.

SAXEisfIELD
a KUVI, Tues. 1:30 a.m.,

Sat. 7 a.m.

EUREKA

KEET, Wed.7:30 p.m.,

Sat. 10:30 a.m.

a KAEF, Sun. 5 p.m.

TRESTO

a KFSN, Fri.5 a.m.

KVPT, Sat. 9:30 a.m., Sun. 7 P.m.

IIUt{TIIIGTO}I BEACH

KOCE, Sat. 4:30 p.m., Tues. 8 p.m.

t-os altcElEs
KCET, Sar. 5:30 p.m.

a KABC, Sun. 6 a.m.

t'tolTEnEY/saLrral
a KCBA,Sun. 8:30 a.m.

PALM SPRIIIGS

a KPSB Sun. 8 a.m.

REDDING

KIXE, Sat. 10:30 a.m.

NOHNERT PANK

KRCB, Sun. 7:30 p.m., Wed. noon

sAcR ttElllo
KVIE, Thu. 8 p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m.

ILOBIDA

BOIIT SPRtilGl

a lwCCU, Sat. 12 p.m-, 12:30 p.m.,

Sar. lr30 p.m., Sun. 5 p.m.

0 YTOII BE CII

WCEU, Tue. 8 p.m.,

Sat. 5:30 p.m.

TORT I{YENS

a vTl4( Sar. J:10 a.m.

c ilEsvllrE
VUFI, Sat. 9:30 a.m.,

1:30 p.m.

a WCJB, Sat. 2 p.m.

,lcrcoHvtLLE
a \0JXT, Sat. 4:30 a.m.

WJCI, sat. n@n

l,lta]'fl

WLRN, Sun. 10 a.m.

\VPBI Sat. 11 a.m.

a WBZL, Sar. 4130 a.m.

oRull00
a WKCR Sar. 4 e.m.

VMFE, Sar. 9 a.m. and I p.m.,

Sm. 9 a.m.

PEilllcoL
VSRE, Sat. 12:30 p.m.

and 6 p-m.

slRAS0T
a IX^VSB, Sm. 11:30 a.m.

IALLAHASSEE

WFSU, Sar. 1:30 p.m.

and 6 p.m.

TA]'IPA

IVEDU, Sat. l1:30 a.m.

WUSF, Wed. 9 P.m., Sun. 5:30 P.m
a vTm, Sat. 6 a.m.

WEST PAL]'I IEACH

a WPTV, Su& 5 a.m.,

12:30 p.m.

c^RSolro LE

V/SIU, Thu.7 p.m., Fri. 12:30 p.m.,

Sar. 12:30 p.m.

CHA''IPAIGT/UNl^tll
a WAND, Fri. 5:30 a.m.

WILL, Thu. 7:30 p.m.,

Sun. 3:30 p.m.

cliliLEsToll
WEIU, Sat. 8:30 p.m.

CHICAGO

vTIw' Tu€. 7:30 p.m.,

Thu. 1:30 a.m.
a $0FLD, Sat. 6:30 a.m.

llcl(solrYlLlE
WSEC, Thu. 10 p.m.,

Sun, 1:30 p.m.

1,lA(Ol,ll

WMEC, Thu. 10 p.m.,

Sun. 1:30 p.m.

HOLITE

WQPI, Tue.7 p.m., Sat. 5:30 p.m.

OL[EY

WUSI, Thu. 7 P.m., Fri. 12:30 P.m.,
Sat. 12130 p.m.

PEORII

a \)iTVB Fri. 5:30 a.n.,
Sat. 12:30 p.m.,

a lgHOL Fri.5:30 a.m.

QUltcY
IrQEC, Thu. 10 p.m.,

Su. 1:30 p.m.

tutat(ti HlLl
KOOD, Thu. 7 p.m.,

Set, 12:30 p.m.

uf,!x
KSWK, Thu, 7 p.m.,

Sa!. 12:30 p,m.

t0PE(l
a KSNI, S.t. 6 a.m.

KT\0U,9t. 9:30 tm.
WCHITA

KPTS, Sat. 10 a.8.,
Sun. 10 a.m.
o KSNV, Sat 8:30 a.m.

xlttt cxY

iltaoon
VMEB, Sat. l:30 p.m.

crll|l
\rMED, Sat. 1:30 p.m.

LEWISrcX

WCBB, Sat. 1:30 p.m.

POf,TLAIID

VMEA Sat. l:30 p.m.

o WPXI, Su. 8:30 a.m.

a !0XBI. Sm. 5 a.m.

PNESOUE ISLE

!0MEI4 Sar. 1:30 p.m.

IIN'IIT{D
rrrlPous

VMPI, Sat. 4:30 p.m.,

Sm.6130 p.m.

lALfll,toRE
!0MlB, Sat, 4:30 p.m"

5s. 6:30 p.m.

a VMAR. Sar. 11:30 a.m.

FREOENrc(

WFPI, Sat.4:30 p.m.,

Sun. 5:30 p,m.

IlGEtStOWta
$X/PB, Sai 4:30 ps.,
Su.6:30 p.m.

o t(ullD
WGPI, Sat. 4130 p.m.,

Su, 5:30 p.m.

sNltonY
WCPB,sat.4:30 p.m.,

Su. 6:30 p.m.

r aaacfluarlE
t0sTor

WGBH, Thu. 8 p.m., Sar. 5:30 p.m.

WGBX, sun. 9 a.m.

a \vrXT. Sun. 10 a.m.

SPRIIIGFIELO

WGBY, Thu. 8 p.m., Sar. 5r30 p.m.

tlcl{tc^ta
ALPEIIA

WCML Sat. 2:30 p.m.

tsHL lto
VKAS, Su. 5 p.m.

EOWUI{6 GIEEil

VI<GB, Su.4 p.m.

VKYU, Tuc. 1 p.m.

and 5:30 p.m.

a VtsKO, Sun.6:30 a.m.

covlllcToll
WC\N, Sun. 5 p.m.

EUIIBETHTOWT

WKZI Sun. 5 p.m.

HAZ iD
WKHA, Sun. 5 p.m.

National underwriters on PBS are

t04

State Farm
lnsurance

Companies

The Minwa
&

GI@ Ace
Hardwaro
Company

^lcE.Hardwate
5 Krylon Brands @

*CHECK YOUR LOCAI. LISTITGS.
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(altsas ctTY

KCPT, Thu. 7 p.m., Sat. t2:30 p.m.
a (MBC, Sar- 6:30 a.m.

sL Louts

KETC, Wed. l2:30 p.m., Sat. 5:30

P.m.
a KTVI, Sar. I2:30 p.m.

SEDALIA

KN{OS, Sar. l2:30 p.m.

sPRtiGflEt D

KOZK, Sar. 12:J0 p.m.
a KSPR- Srr. 5 a.m.

Blt Ur{6s
a KULR (\'US. SuD.9:30 r.m.

80zEt{aN

KUSM,Vtd. l1:30p.nr.,
Sar. 1 1:30 r.m.

Hlss0uL

KUF]!I. U'ed. l1:30 P.m.,
Sat, I l:30:.m.

ilEBAAAXA

ALI.IAIICE

N-ETV, $r. l0 a.m. and j:10 p.m.

EASSETT

NETV, Sat. l0 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

HAJIITGS

NETV. Sar. 10 r.m. and 5:30 p.m.

LEXll{GTOtl

KLNE, Sar. l0 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

t-t1{coLil

I-ETV. Sar. l0 a.m. and i:30 p.m.
a KHAS. Srr. 5 p.m.

MINRIMATI

NETV, Sar. l0 a.m. nnd i:30 p.m.

lroRFoLt(

NETV, Sir. I0 a.m. and j:30 p.m.

}IORTH PtlITT
NETV. Sat. l0 a.m. :nd i:30 p."r.

oHAHA

a WOWT. Fri. 5 r.m..
Sun.6 a.o.
h!ET\', Sar. l0 a.m. and i:10 p.m.

,.EYADA

r svEc^s
K-L!X, Sat. 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.,
Sm. 7 p.m.

O KTNV, Sun. 8:30 a.m.

REilO

KNPB, Sat, l0:J0 a.m.,
Sun. 5 p.m.

a KAME, Sar. 10 a.m.

t{Ew

DURHAiI
t0ilEN.tl, T}u. 8:30 p.m..

Sun. l0 a.m.

xEEll€

VEKW. Thu. 8:30 p.m..
Sun.10 a.m.

LITTLETOI'

WLED. Thu. 8:j0 p.m.,

sun. l0 a.m.

HATCXESTER

ariUiUUR. Sar- 5 a.m.

IIEW JERSEY

clt{DEta

VI',US. Thu. 8 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m..
Sun. i,30 p.m.

r0f,rctatR
WNIN, Thu. 8 p.m., Sar.

8 p.m., Sun.5:30 p.m.

llEw BRut{swtcx
WNJB, Thu. 8 p.m.. Sar. 8 p.n_.
Sun. J:30 p.m.

TiE{TOt{
WNfI, Thu.8 p.m., Sar. 8 p.m..
Sun. 5:30 p.m.

{EW fEXtCO
AI.BUQUEiquE

KNME, Sm. : a-m. and l0 a.n..
rhu. 7 p.m.
a KOB. Sun.5:30 i.m.

L S CiUCES

KRWG, Sar. I l:30 a.m.

rl8t[Y
a WXXA, Fri. 1:30 a.m.,
Sun. I l:10, m

BIIGHATIOT

V/SKG, Sar. 8 a.m., Sun. 7 p.m.
a WBNC. Sat.6:30 a.n.

8UT'ALO

YNED, $r. 6:10 p.m.

V7NEQ, Sun. : p.m.

a WTV4 Sar. 5 a.m.

EL}IIRT

a rJi"YDC"

L0ll6 rsux0
WUV/. Sar. 10:30 r.m., sun. 8 p.m.

TEW YON( C|TY

v\rET. Sar. 5:30 p.m-

t VCBS. Sun. 7:30 a.m.

r0Rrv00D
xl}aPl. Sat. 10:30 a.m.

PLATTSEURGH

VCFE, Sun. I l:30 a.m.

ROtHESTER

\I'XXI. Sat. l0:30 a.m., Sm- J:30
p.m.

a V'HEC. Sun. 5 a.m.

SCHE}IECTADY

U'MLII. Sat. 10:30 a.m.
r,l(NlHQ, Sun. 9:30 a.m.

stRAcusE

',YCNJ-. 
Sat. l0:30 a.m-

a VSTM. Sun. I a.m.

WATERTOWX

V'NPE. Sar- l0:J0 a.m.

]'ORfH CANOLDI 

ASTIYILLE

UtlNF, Sar. -i:30 p.m-, Sun. 9 a.m.

CHAPEL HILL

YUN-C, Sat. 5i30 p.m.,sutr. 9 a.m.

CHARIOTTE

a W.{XN, Sun. l2:J0 p.m.
a Y'SOC. Sar. 5:30 a.m.
vT\4. Thu. 8 p.m.. Sar. J p.m..

Y/fr-G, S:r. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9 r.f,.
COLUI,IBIA

V'UND, Sar. i:30 p.m-,

Thu.8 p.m.

GRI€tasBoRo

a U'CHP. Sar. 5:30 a.m.

GREEIVITLE

V(NK, 5:r. j:30 p.m.,sun. 9 a.m.
a t{LOs, Sar. 7 a.m.

,acxtot{vt t-t-r

v'Uli\i. Sar. 5:30 p.m., sun. 9 a.m.

uxvtLtt
VUN[, Srr. j:30 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.

LU}IEERIOX

WUNU, Sar. 5:30 p.m., sun. 9 a.m.

RILEIGH

a VTID. Sun.5:30 a.m.

ROANOKE RIPIDS

V'LINP, Sar. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.

wrLrtlcTor
VUNJ,sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m-

w taST0lt.sAt-Et{

SaINTI- Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.

POIT tIS
KENU'wed. 10:30 p.m.,

Sar.4 p.m.

f,EW YONK

HORTH

Btsf,lRc(
I\BIIE, Thu. I p.m., Sar. 6 p.m.

Dtcxrrsol
KDSE, Thu. 7 p.m., Sat. 6 p.m.

ELLEIIOAIE

KJRE, Thu. 7 p.m., Sar. 5 p.m.

TARGO

KFIIE. Thu.'p.m., Sat. 5 p.m.
a IUDA\',. Sun. 5:i0 i.m
a V D.\2. Sun.6:30 a.m.

GRAND TORKS

KCFE,Thu.7 p.m., Sar.5 p.n.

ttxoT
KsRE. Thu. 7 p.m., Sar. 6 p.m.

at(nolt
VEAO. Sat. l0:30 a.m.
and j p.m., Sun. 4 p.m.

ATHEIIS

!flOUB. Sat. i p.m.

gOWI.ING GREE}I

a VBI(O, Sun. 5:30 a.m.
VBGU, Sar. 1:30 p.m.,

Mon. 3 p.m.

CA}IERIDGE

VOUC, Sar. 5 p.m.

ctltctlxATt
WC[T, Thu. 8 p.m.,

Sar. 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
a \r('CPO, Sun. 9:30 a.m.

ct-EvtLAlt0

VMZ, Sar. I p.m.,
Sun. l2:30 p.m.

a \VEWS. Sun. 5 a.m.

cot ut'tBus

WOSU, Thu. 8 p.m., Sar. 4:30 p.m.
a $iS\X. Sun. 9:30 a.m.

D ror
WPTD, Thu. I p.m., Sar. 9:30 a.m.
a VHIO. Sar. i:30 a.m.

0xFoi0
!(PTO, IIon. 7,30 p.m.
Sun. l2:30 p.m.

PONTSHOUTH

VPBO, Thu. 8 p.m., Sat. 4:30 p.m.

TOtr00
l0gGTE, Thu. 8 p.m.,

Sat. I p-m., Sun. I p.m.
a VTVG. Sun. 7 a.m.

wltEtLrilc (vf.v)
. WTRF'

YOU}IGSIOWN

V!.EO, Sar. l0:30 a.m. and i p.m.,
Sun.4 p.m.

a VFNU. Sun. I0 a.m.

oxl.Allotra

wlLLtslot
KWSE, Thu. 7 p.m., Sat. 6 p.m.

oHto

CTEYENIIE

KWET, Sar. 9:30 a-m.

rnd l2:J0 p.m.

EUTAULA

KOET. Sar. 9:10 i.m.
rnd I.1:30 p.m.

ol(uHoMA ctn
KITI. S... 9:30 a.m. and
l2:10 p.m.

a KPSG, Sar.9:J0 a.m.

TUttt^

KOED. Sat. 9:30 a.m.
md l.l:30 p.m.

a KTUL, Sun. 12:30 p.m.

OREOOI{

ERIE

WQLN, S*. 5;30 p.m.
a \VJET, Sar- 6:30 a.m.
O vFX?, Sun. 6:30 a.m,

HARRISIURG

WTIF, Thu. 8 p.m.,

Sat. 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
O '09GAL. Sun. I 1:10 a.m.

loHxsrowri
t VATM, Sun. 10:30 a-m.

PHILADELPHIA

'i(/HYY, Sar. l1 a.m. and 6 p.m.,

Sun. 7 p.m.

t WTXF. Sar. 5 a.m.
PITTSEURGH

a KDKA. Fri. 5:30 a.m.
WQED, Sar. 5 p.m.

WQEX, Sar. 5 p.m.

PITTSTOII

WVIA. Thu. 8 p.m.,

Sar. S p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

UilIVENSlTl PARX

'00PSX,Sat. 9 a.m. and
5:30 p.m., Sun. 4:30 p.m.

WILKES.EARRE

O WILI Sun. 10 a.m.

nHoDE LSUU{D

ALI.[IDAIE
WEBA, Sar.4 p.m.

tEtufof,r
\YJWJ, Sat.4 p.m.

CHANLESTOT'

a WCSC, Sat. 5:30 a.m.
IrTfV, Sar. 4 p.m.

cotuHEtA
a \WLIX,sar.5:30 a.m.
WRLK, Sat. 4 p.m.

COTWAY

VHMC, Sar. 4 p.m.

TIOREXCE/TYNTLE BE^CH

WJPM, Sat. { p.m-
t I/?DE, Sw. 7 a.m.

6REEXYITTE

WNTV, Sar. 4 p.m.

GREEI{WOOO

VNEH, Sar. 4 p.m.

noff Hll
VNSC, Sar. 4 p.m.

sPAiTrilEUiG
VRET, Sat. 4 p.n.

sur'rTER

WRJA, Sar. 4 p.m.

tExtrGTox-MRTrr
wLfI, Thu. 9:30 p.m.,

Sat. l2:30 p.m.

l,tEt'tPl(s

WKNO. Thu.7 p.m., Sar. 9r-10 a.m.
a VPTY, Sat.5 a.m.

I^SBY[t-E
WDCN, Sar. 4:30 p.m.
a WKRN, Sar. i:30 a.m.
a WKAG. Sun. l0 a.m.

rir-ctTtEs
a VIXrr,^il'A-PK. Sar. l0:10 a.m.

TEXAS

ilant0il
WMS)',Fri. ll p.m.,

sat. l:.10 p.m.

xoRF0t-t(

VHRO, Sar. 8:30 a.m. and 2 p.m-
a WVEC,5.r. 7:30 a.m.

xoRTor
\{/SBN,Fri. ll p.m.,

5ar. l:30 p.m.

Rt(Ht't0[D
WCVE. Sar. 8:30 a.m.
WC\.VI, Fri. 8:30 p.m.
a WTVR.sat.6 a.n.

RO lto(t
\vBR.i\,Fri. llp.m.,
sat. l:30 p.m.

O WSLS. Sat- 6:30 a.m.

w sHtIGroI{

PROV|0Et{CE

WSBE, Tue. 8:30 p.m., Sun. 6 p.m.
a VLNE, Thu. l:30 a.m.

aouTt{ canoltxl

At't R[-10

KACV, Sat. l2:30 p.m.

O KCPN. Sat. 10 a.m.

AUSTIil

XIRU, Sar.5 p.m.

a KTBC, Sar. 7:30 a.m.
O KVC, Sun. 5 a.m.

SE Ul'tOlT
O KBMI Sat.5:30 a.m.

COLLEGE STATIOII

KAMU, Sar. l2:30 p.m., Mon. l0
p.m.,trJfed. 2 p.n,

coiPUS cHIrslt
KEDT, Sar. 12:30 p.m. and l0 p.m.
O KRIS, Sar. 11:30 a.m.

DATIIS/FORT WONTH

KERA, Sat. 9 r.m.,6:30 p.m.
a KDFI, Sun. 10:30 a.m.

EL PAIO

KCOS, Sat. 5 p.m.

HANUTGEII

KMBH, Sat. 12:30 p.m.
a KVEO, Sun. 5 a.m.

IousToil
KttIT. Sun. l1:10 a.m.
a KTRK, Sun. 1 I a.m.

XILLEEII

KNCT, Sar. l2:30 p.m.. Sun. 9:30

tuSBoct(
KTXT, Thu. nmn,
Sar. 12:30 p.m.

a KLBK, Suo. 5 p.m.

0DESSA

KOCV, Sun. l2:30 p.m.

sll rrtouo
KLRN, Sar. l:30 p.m.

TYlEN

O KLPN. Srr. 10 a.m.

w(o
KCTI, Mon. l2:30 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
a KXXV, Sur noon and
l2:30 p.m.

UTAII

PROVO

KBYU, Sat. 9:30 a.m.,
\ved. l1 p.m.

IALI tlXE CITY

KUED, Sar. 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
a KTVX, Sun. I I a.m.

YEBfOIIT

CETIIR LIA

KCKA, Thu. 7 p.m.,

Sar. l2:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

PUlIMITI

KWSU, Mon. 7:30 p.m.,

Ved. 7:30 a.m., Sar. 2 p.m.

ntcHtAil0
KTN\{, Thu. 7 p.m.

Sat. 2 p.m., Sun.4:30 p.m.

SEATTI.E

KCTS, Sun. s p.m.

a KIRO, Sun, n@n

sPoxlxE
KSPS, Sat. 9:10 a.m.,

Sun. 5:30 p.m.

O KXLI Sun. 9:30 a.m.

TACOMA

KBTC. Thu. 7 p.m.,

Sat. 12:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

YAKIMA

KYVE, Sun. 5 p.m-

BECXTEY

\\'\Ul\rr. l:10p.m.

SLUTTIELD

. \\.OA\ "
CHARTEiTOX

O \\'CHS. Sun.5 r nr

HUI.iIINGTOT

\\ Pts\. 5r.. l:]() p.ilr.

MORGANTOWT

\\'NPB.s.tr. liio p.nr.

WHEETING

a \\TRt-

wlscoitstN

BE}IO

KOIB, Thu. 8 p.m.,

Sat. ,i p.m.

coRv t-t-ll
KOAC, Thu. 8 p.m.,
Sat.5 p.m.

EUGETIE

KEPB, Thu. 8 p.m.,

Sar. 5 p.m.

a KltTR. Sun. 9 a.m.

KUMATH IALU
l(FTS. Thu. 8 p.m.,

Sat. l0:30 a.m.

[AGMXD€
KTVR, Thu. I p.m.,

Sar. i p.m.

lttDtoR0
I:SYS, Thu. 8 p.m.,
5a.. l0:30 a.m.
a (OBL4(OTI. Sun.4 p.m.

PORII.ATD

KOPB, Thu. 8 p.m.,
Sar. 5 p.m.
a !-{TU. Sar. 5:.10 a.m.,
Sun. l2:30 p.m.

PEtt€YaY ]ar

ABEROEEI{

KDSD. Sar.4 p.m.

8R0ot(xGs
KESD, Sat. 4 p.m.

TAGLE BUTTE

KPSD. Sar. 4 p.m.

IOWRY

KQSD, Sat. { p.m.

XARTIT'

I(ZSD, Sar. 4 p.m.

PIERRE

KTSD, Sat.4 p.m.

RIPID CIN
KBHE, Sat. 4 p.m.
a KCLO, Sar. 4 p.m.

SIOUX TALLS

KCSD, Sar. 4 p.m.
a KELO, Sar. 5 p.m.

vERl'flLLtOr

KUSD, Sat. 4 p.m.

rEilXE&9EE

CHAITAIIOOGA

a IVDNN, sar. I I a.n.
WTCI, Sat. 1:30 p.m.

COOXIYITLE

VCTE, Sat. l2:30 p.m.

Kt{OXYILLE

V/KOP, Sat. l:30 p.ft.
\SSJK, Sar. l:30 p.m.
O WATE, Sat. 5:30 a.m.

BURTIIIGIOTI

Y'ETX, Ihu. 3 p.m.,

snt. 11 r.m.
a wcAx. sun.8:t]0 e.m

RUTI.AtID

WVER. Thu. 8 p.m..
Sir. l1 a-m.

st,oHrsBURY
$\TB. Thu. 8 p.m.,

Srr. 1l r.m.

WINDIOR

U\.[A, Thu. 8 p.m..

Sar. 1l a.m.

vrnctilta

GREEII BAY

WPNE, V/ed. 7:30 p.m.,

Sun. 4 p.m.

a WFRV. Sun. 5:10 a.n.

u cnossE
VHLA, Wed. 7:30 p.m.,

Sun. 4 p.m.

a VIAU, Sun, 9 a.m.

lt^Dtsol
VHA,1,Ved. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m.
a WISC, Sar. 6:30 a.m.
a VKOW, Sun. 5 a.m.

HEIOt.lot{tE

WHU/C. Vtd.7:30 p.n.,
Sun. 4 p.m.

I'fltw ut(EE

v MVS. Thu. 7:30 p.m.,
Sar. 8:30 Lm.
a V'flvu, Sun. 5 a.m.

PARI( FALLI
IJfLEF, \fled. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m.

wtusau
lwHRM, Ifled. 7:30 p.m.,

Sun.4 p.m.
a VJFW, Sun. 10:30 a.m.

wYoftl{G

SOUTH

ALLEXTOWN

\\'L\T. Fil. -il0 p.m.,
Sar. ll:i0 p.m.

CHARI.OTTESYILLE

WLIIJ, Sat. 8:30 a.m.

fALLS CHURCH

V7NVI, Sar. 2:30 p.m.

HATRISOTDURG

V\ryI, Sar. l:30 p.m.

W\?\ Sar. 1:30 p.n-

KC!(C, Sat. 5 p.m.

*CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTIIIGS.

Thls Old Houso is a production of WGBH Boston
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Good-Bye and Aloha
The crew finishes the Belmont house and heads west-way west

BY REBECCA REISNEB

Duing tbe renouation, Lauren and
Dean Gallant liued on the second

floor of their house in Belmont,
Massachusetts. The uork finallY
completed, thqt still can't resist cel-

ebrating Christmas in uork clothes.

Week 16 P.nuarY 2-31
The crew continues to work on Lauren

and Dean Gallant's 1907 Shingle Style
house in Belmont, Massachusetts.
Steve Thomas checks out the
instatlation of storm panels custom-
made for the house's rectangular
leaded-glass windows. Next, Steve
visits a studio that reproduces period

wallpaper. Finally: the installation of a
one-room combination of acanthus
leaf, willow bough and rose wallpapers.
Watch and learn Cutting wallpaper.
Pesources.' Awning contractor: L.F.

Pease Co.; 401-438-2850. Acrylic
awning fabric: lndustrial Fabrics
Association; 800-225-4324. Storm
windows: Allied Window lnc.; 800-445-
541 1; installed by Anderson
lnstallations; 7 81 -899-2002. Wallpaper
hanger: Sarai Stenquist, PaPer LadY;

781 -894-5656.

Week 17 (January 9-tol
On the penultimate day of the
renovation, a phalanx of subcontractors
descends on the house to finish the
job. Among them: Chuck and Joe
Ferrante, who install tile countertops,
and Jeff Hosking, the floor refinisher.

Watch and leam,' lnstalling cabinets
in a kitchen.
Fesot,rtes, Aluminum downspouts
and copper flashing: Benjamin Obdyke
lnc.; 800-523-5261. Kitchen cabinets:
Plain 'n Fancy Kitchens lnc;717-949-

6571 . Floor refinisher: Hosking Floor

Reflnishing; 508-668-831 5.

Replacement wood flooring: Hoboken
Wood Flooring Corp.; 973-694-2888.
Tiling subcontractor: Ferrante Tile; 781-
396-6327. Tile backer board: Dens-
Shield by Georgia-Pacific;
800-284-5347 . Tiles: 6-bY-6-foot
countertop by Fireclay Tile Co.; 408-
27 5-1 182; 3-by-6{oot backsplash by
CandyTiles Ltd., Devon, England,

supplied by Shep Brown Associates;
781 -935-8080. Linoleum: Forbo
lndustries lnc.; 800-842-7389.
Underlay for linoleum: American
Plywood Association; 253-565-6600.

Week 18 (J.nuary 16-17l
As the wrap pady approaches, Norm
Abram checks out a safety feature on
the garage's new automatic doors, and
Richard Trethewey visits plumber
Maura Russel, who is overseeing the
installation of a recycled steam-radiator
in the kitchen. Steve travels to North
Scituate, Massachusetts, to tour the
showplace house of Arts and Crafts
furniture maker David Berman.
Watch and learn, Cutting copper
designs with a scroll saw.

Fecourccc: Railing: DeAngelis lron

Work lnc.; 508-238-4310. Garage
door and opener: Overhead Door
Corp,; 97 2-233-661 1, Bathroom
china: American Standard; 732-980-
3000. Stainless-steel sinks: Just
Manufacturrng Co.; 847-678-51 50.

Butcher-block countertop refinishing:

CounteMerks; 508-528-861 0. Amana
refrigerator trim kit: Amana Appliances;
319-622-551 1. Custom millwork:
Anderson & McQuaid; 617-876-3250.
Vent hood: DA model by Vent-a-Hood;
972-235-5201; supplied by D'Elia
Assocrates; 800-356-3803.
Appliances: Jenn-Air Co.; 800-536-
6247. Kitchen cabinet hardware:
Crown City Hardware Co.; 626-794-
1 1 88. Historic-interiors consultant:
Historic lnteriors lnc.; 978-37 1 -1 365.
Period carpet: Poppy by J.R.
Burrows & Co,; 781 -982-1 Bl 2.

Week l9 (JanuarY 23-241
More than 2,000 miles from the
mainland, Steve and Norm Paddle to
the Honolulu project: a classic 1930s
Hawaiian bungalow that needs interior
reconfiguring, a new roof and better
plumbing. The owner, Christiane Bintliff,

would like the renovation to preserve

the house's Hawaiian charm.
Watch and learn, Conducting a

house-blessing ceremony.
Perourcsc.' Architect: Daniel Moran,
560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 125 D,

Honolulu, Hl 96817; 808-524'7004.
Contractor: Ching Construction Co.,
730-D Moowaa St., Honolulu, Hl

9681 7; 808-842-1 844.

Wcek 2O (January 3o.3ll
Close inspection of the house reveals

two full-blown termite luaus that
threaten the infrastructure. ln a modern
office building high above Honolulu,

architect Norm Lavaco shows his

model of the project to Steve. Back at
the site, Bintliff discusses her plans for
a new kitchen and garden. Watch
and leamt Stripping a roof.

Feaourtea! Lumber and other
building materials: Pioneer Ace
Hardware; 8OB-622-1 64 1 . Disposal
service: B.F.l. Waste Systems; 808-
833-9969. Electrician: Pierre Jaffuel,

Techno Electrical Enterprises lnc.; 808-
947 -27 26, Roofing contractor:
Wilkinson Shake Roofing lnc., Kailua,

Hl;808-235'1777.

Sumas, WA 98295; 604-462-8961
Fall-arrest rooflng safety system:
Skyhook anchorage system, Fall

Protection lnc, ; 253-854-5877.
Windows and sliding doors: Marvin

Wrndows & Doors; 800-328-0268,

Week 23 (February 2o-211
Carpenters start on the kitchen. Steve
visits lolani Palace in downtown
Honolulu, then enjoys a beach picnic

featuring a mainland food product that
is surprisingly popular in Hawaii.

Watch and leam.' lnstalling

hidden speakers.
Fesourrccsl lnvisible speakers: SA2

by Sound Advance Systems; 800-592-
4644; installed by Design Systems Ltd.;

808-455-661 1. Recessed
halogen tilting light fixtures: U.S,A.

lllumination; 9 l 4-565-8500.
Verdigris Prairie Style exterior light
fixtures: Fredrick Ramond lnc.;

562-926-1 361 . Non-tarnishing
brass hardware: Baldwin
Hardware Corp.; 610-777 -7811 .

Week 24 (February 27.2a1
Steve receives a lesson in
ground-level termite control, and
Norm learns about a Hawaiian
gem, the wood called koa.
Watch and tearn: Cope-
sawing molding.
Besources; Fumigation: Hauoli

Fumigation Co. lnc.; 808-836-
0272. Custom poplar moldings
and trim: Sanders Trading Co.

lnc. ; 808-596-2303. Rack-and-pinion
W lifter: 1000.5 Pop-Up, Auton
Motorized Systems; BO5 -257 -9282.
Security system: lnteractive
Technologies lnc,; 612-777 -2690:

designed and installed by Security
One; 808-734-4374.

Christiane Bintliff kaith Steue Thomas
and Norm Abram) ouns a house built
on land King Kamehameha I gaue to
one of her ancestors in the early 7800s.

The creu utill utiden the kitchen's entry-
u.,ay, uthich means sacrificing the deco-

ratiue border, and carue out tuall space

for a uindou werboking Maunalua Bay-

Week 2l (FebruarY 6-71
Norm learns about the unusual
sequence of tasks undertaken when
building a house in the tropics. Steve

finds out why replacing a bungalow
roof costs $21,000.
Watch and leam.'Laying shoe
molding and baseboards,
Fesources.' Prefabricated trusses:
Ariel Truss (Hawaii) lnc.; 808-682-
5859. Structural engineers: J.A.l.
lnc.i 808-536-21 08. Power toolsr
Delta lnternational Machinery; 41 2-
963-2400. Airless pneumatic nail
gun: l.T.W. Paslode; 847-634-1 900.

WeeR22 (February l3-l4l
After snorkeling ashore, Norm and
Steve continue their education in

tropic-friendly building. The new
windows arrive. Norm and Steve
check out the prices at a local

hardware store.
Watch and learn; Laying a rust-
and termite-resistant roof .

Fasources.' Treated red cedar
shingles: Anbrook lndustries Ltd.,
Meeker Cedar Products, Wesco
Cedar lnc., treated by Chemco lnc.

under the ausplces of the Cedar
Shake & Shingle Bureau, Box 1 1 78,
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Of all the product brand names in the
industry, one stands above all others for
quality, value and selection-Ace Brand.
Visit www.acehardware.com or see the
helpful hardware folks at your local Ace
Hardware store.

Hardware

BnoeNr I

--h-BRCDA]f
Solitaire Ultra Silent@ bath fans offer the
industries' lowest sound levels from the
leader in home venrilation. Call 800-
692-7626 or visit us ar www.broan.com.

Ceror
For over a century, Cabot has been
committed to manufacturing
premium-qualiry wood care products for
virtually every interior and exterior
application. Call 800-US-STAIN, ext. 399,

CalrronNn Crosrrs J

A NOFEK COMPANY

SimplifyYour Life

CCAIITTXNIA/ cl0sEls.

2

California Closets provides a complete
range of quality closer, pantr6 garage,
home office and other storage soluti,ons
custom designed to simplify your life.
Call 888-335-9702 or visit us at
www.calclosets.com.

qi:rtu cmaD! ffi&E
-o-
*U- -F *O*
ir',# -r:.en i*r=
CEDIA $ilIf, T STIIGTX II'f, Ttr

L**a.E

Croen SHnxE & SHrlccle Bunreu 4

The CERTIJabeI identifies the highest
qualiry available. Contact the BUREAU for
information on application, wind and hail
resistance, insulation values, fire retardant
and preservative ueated shake and shingle
products. Call (504) 462-8967 or
www.cedarbureau.org,

Fono F-150

America's best-selling pickup for 20 years,
is Built Ford Tough. Visir our website to
request a catalog at www.ford.com or call
800-258-FORD.

GrNEnnc II 5

Generac designed the GENERAC II with
the homeowner in mind, providing reliable
automatic emergency power to your home.
Msit us at www.generac.com.

HenoEN FunNnune 6

Providing high quality heirloom furniture

HARDEN ::iJ,T.',liF ';ff i,l3l1,.o,itiffi,_,,
solid wood furnirure and upholsrery
available in a variety of styles and finishes.

PHONE l-800-424-0055 car tou-rree and
give our operator the codes of your choice.

tlx 4t3-637-4343
Fax the attached card with your choices circled.

MAII Fill out the postage-paid card and mail.

Aduertisement

IN-SINr-Eneron 7

The Steamin' Hot Instant Hot $7ater
Dispenser is a super heated water system
and dispenser in one that provides 190o
steaming hot water. Call 800-252-5254,!N.SINK.ERATEIR.

VVVJENN.AIFI

MAYTAG

IrNN-Arn

Jenn-Air appliances offer the styles,
performance and features great cooks
prefer. Free, call 800-JENN-AIR.

Meuvrlu

Wl :;:ix'"",i:}l'fl::ffi,il,'ififi:?'red 
ba,,s

JohnsManvitteS::i[T[i,X,i*1.,; jff ::,]1:,..*,**,,
available for wall, sound control and
under floor applicarions.

TVC 9

JVE'

_l[s,Ry!!!'.*.

NI

TheJVC HM-DSR 100 is the worldt first
D-VHS VCR with integrated satellite
receiver. Record digital video directly from
satellite and playback all regular VHS tapes.

KonmR Co. 10

BATH & KITCHEN IDEAS is a complete

l(OH L E R.. fi i:i::';::,:T :ffi fft:::trj:F,i:*;
more. Cal[ 800-4-KOHLER Ext. SC1, or
visit www.kohlerco.com. $8.00.

KnerrMero INc. 71

f rofUMoid ffi:,[.TffiT"T'J,1ff ':t'',n'i.,
construction standards.

LElwox

tEItil0x
For all your home heating and cooling
needs, call 800-9-LENNOX for a local
Lennox dealer near you, or visit
www.Davelennox.com.

t2

MervrN WrNoows ANo Doons 13

If you want windows that allow you to
express yourself in any size, function or
style, call 800-399-6649 for a free catalog.

Meyuc Werrn Hrerrn t4
Self-Cleaning Maytag water hearers are
available with 10-year or 8-year tank
warranties, and provide maximum hot
water output to meet the needs of any family.

WEsrn PrerrNurvr@ Senns II 15

T UEbEI
Send for a complete set of product
brochures, manufacturers suggested retail
prices and register for the "Grill Out
Times" newsletter.The Legend Livo Oa

THE SMART SOURCE

WrsoNenr t6
lVilsonart@ Flooring offers high style and
easy maintenance. IJ7ilsonarr@ SSVrM Solid
Surfacing performs like traditional solid
surfacing, but costs 25-45% less. Visit
www.wilsonart.com or call 800-433 -3222.

III.
WIISONART"
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We would like to thank the following

companies whose products are being

used in rhe This Old House magazine

Dream House.

1 Ace Hardware is the place with the helpful

hardware folks! Ace is also the place for top qualiry

Ace Royal Paints and Ace Brand products, exceptional

service and competitive pricing'

2 Brcan: Introducing the Rangemastert 64000 series:

the high performance hoods with the professional look

you want, in rhe sizes that are right for any kitchen.

3 Cabot has been committed to manufacturing

premium-qualiry wood care products for virtually

every interior and exterior application. For more

information about Cabotb timeless and unique products,

call 800-US-STAIN, ext. 399.

4 Galibrnia Glosets provides a complete range of
qualiry closet, pantry garage, home office and other

storage solutions custom designed to simplifr your life.

Call 800-336-9175 or visit us at www.calclosets.com'

5 Cedar Shake and Shingle Burcau is the source for

information on application, wind and hail resistance,

insulation values, fire retardant and preservative treated

shake and shingle products. Call 604-462-8961 or

www. cedarbureau.org.

6 The Ford F 150, Americas best selling pickup for 20

years, is Buib Ford Tough. Yisit our web site to request

a catalog at www.ford.com or call 800-258-FORD.

7 Generac ll electrical generators are designed with the

homeowner in mind to provide reliable emergency

power to your home, automatically. Power ranges; 5,000

to 25,000 watts; operate on natural gas, or LP

8 Harden Furniture has provided high-quality
heirloom furniture for your home since 1844. Our

free 16-page color brochure provides a rich sampling

of solid wood furniture and upholstery available in a

variery of sryles and finishes.

9 ln-Sink-Erator's Steamin' Hot Instant Hot Vater
Dispenser is a super heated water system and

dispenser in one that provides 190' steaming hot

water. Call 800-252-5254 for more information.
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ADVERTISEMENT

10 lenn-Air offers kitchen appliances under four
banners: the sleek Expressionso collection; the
high-performance Pro-sryle* line; the srylish
Designer line and the stunning Blue Creek* line.
Call 8O0-JENN-AIR or visir www.jennair.com.

11 lohns ilanuille Gorfodlhem* a poly-encapsulated
insulation product, produces high performance with
less dust and itching. The poly-wrap sysrem purs
a barrier around the fiber glass insulation for greater
handling and comfort.

12 ThelVG HM-DSR 100 is rheworld's first D-VHS
VCR with integrated satellite receiver. Record digital
video directly from sarellite and playback all regular
VHS tapes.

13 l(ohler Go.t new Fairfax* kirchen faucet features
elegant sryling, ceramic valving and single-conrrol
operation at a remarkably affor&ble price.

14 lftafillaid Gabinetry offers superior cabinetry
with an extensive selection of sryles, wood species,
finishes and convenience features - all at a price that
fits your budger. Call 300-571-1990.

15 Lennox Heat$ Pr,oducts is the manufacrurer of
Direct and B-Vent Fireplaces wirh a variery of
options, including louvered or flush face models,
upgrade log sets and decorative brass crim accessories.

16 Lennox Heating and Gooling gives you one less
thing to worry about for comfonable and efficient
heating and cooling. For more information, call
800-9-LENNOX or visit www.lennox.com.

17 Marvin Windows & Doors allow you ro
express yourself in any size, function or sryle. Call
800-399-6649 for a free caralog.

18 Webq's Platinum@ Series II 3400 features a side
burner, enclosed storage area and stainless steel
{lavorizer bars thar eliminate flare-ups. Call
800-99\7EBER or visir www.weberbbq.com.

19 tUilsonart'Flooring Idea Book-see how beautifi.rl
laminate flooring can be throughour your home, wirh
40 plank and tile designs coordinared to's7ilsonarr
Laminare and SSV" Solid Surfacing.

20 lUilsonartP Ss\rru Sold Surfacing performs like
uaditional solid surfacing but costs 25-45o/o less.
Available in 32 colors, SSV is fi.rlly renewable and
repairable. For free literature, call 800-710-8846.
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Aduertrsement

@HUiise.

A HIGHER FORM OF TOOLS

BOOKS

7tEctrry

ZncoN ConponertoN 77

Makers of truly amazing tools like the

StudSensor that save you time, money and

errors. Call 800-245-9265.

FnIN Dusr-Fnrr SeNnrNc 18

Eliminate dust-never before has dust-free

sanding been so researched and now so

perfected. Call 800-441-987 8.

THrs Om Housr Toor Booxs 79

The editors of This Old House@

Magazine REVEAL THEIR BEST

SECRETS for buying and using 46

essential tools in the all-new two volume,

full color set, This Old House Essenrial

Power Tools and This Old House

Essential Hand Tools.

Circle #19 on the Homeowner's Hotline

card and we will be glad to send you

information on how to preview this

200 plus page volume set absolutely

FREE without obligation for 21 days.

Tur Oro Housr SouncrBoor 20

Get the ultimate guide to the tools and

materials you need-the Tbis Old House

SourceBook, 144 pages with step-by-step

techniques and do-it-right tips. Circle #20

on the Homeowner's Hotline card to

receive information on orderingthe This

O/d Hozse SourceBook free for 30 days.

110

THIS OLD HOUSE

TOOLS

PH0il[ t-800-{24'0055 car torr-rree

and give our operator the codes of your choice.

mx #3-657-4343
Fax the attached card with your choices circled.

Mffi Fi[ out the postage-paid card and mail.

AUTOMOT!VE

SIJBAFILJ.@

GMC Srsnne 2l

! _r_ E _R_B A_ :T,:H#:iHT:;:ffi::
Ejffiry you with the power you need to get the

Do one thing. Do it *ell job done. For more information, call

800-GMC-8782 or www.sierra99.gmc.com

Mrncunv 22

[her;lry@
For a free brochure featuring the

innovative 1999 Mercury vehicles, please

call 800-446-8888, or visit our web site at

www.mercuryvehicles.com.

OrosNrostrr lN"rnrcus 23

Intrigued? Intrigue. By Oldsmobile. A

, t\t T F? 
' 

tG a-' E- sophisticated twist on a sports sedan. For

information, call 888-4INTRIGUE or visit

us at www.intriguecar.com.

Tovore 4RuNNen 24

TOYOTA

Toyota 4Runner invites you to the great

outdoors. Answer the call. For more
ovorL4daq- ' " ' 'l* - ' I information about Toyota and the '99

4Runner, calt S0O-GO-TOYOTA or visit

www.toyota,com.

Tlx kaun,{, lll-l lfual b*c.

CHpvv Strvrnepo

siil-vr=ltADo

The new Chevy Silverado, Motor

Trend's "Truck of the Year." IVith the

most powerful V8 available in any

pickup. Silverado. The Truck' From

Chevrolet. For more information, call

877-THE TRUCK or visit us at

www.chevrolet,com/silverado.

E

R
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Sunenu Oursncr 25

The World's First Sport Utility Wagon.

For information on the Outback or the

full line of Subaru All-\7heel-Drive

Vehicles, catl 800-!7ANT-AWD or visit us

at www.subaru.com.



HOME PRODUCTS

Aduertisement

f -900- 424-0055

26

-BOISF

BosE'

Enjoy exciting sound for movies and

music with less clurter, less equipmenr,

less complication. The latest from Bose@.

Free information, call 800-444-BOSE,

ext. 588.

|rcuzzt Wnrnrpoor Bern 27

Jacuzzi Vhirlpool Bath-presents a wide

array of whirlpool baths, faucetry, The

J-Dreamnt Family of shower systems and

whirlpool spas. Call 800-288-4002 or

visit www.jacuzzi.com. Catalog free of

charge.

HsAr-N-Gro 28

Send for our free brochure on energy-

saving built in gas or woodburning

fireplaces. Including see-rhru, three- and

four-sided glass or direct vent gas

fireplaces with remote control.

GE LrcnnNc 29

Giving your home a new look is as simple

as changing a light bulb. One of your

easiest and leasr expensrve decoraring

options.

Huno Wnuows & PAno Doons 30

Find out how to get year-round comfort,

quiet and energy efficiency by choosing

the right type of window for each side of

your home, call 800-2BE-HURD.

AcE Royer Pewrs

Ace manufactures an entire line of paint

products, including interior and exterior

paint, wood stains and enamels. Visit us

at www.acehardware.com or at vour local

Ace Hardware store.

M
llardware

R ESOU RC ES

31 AA-ArslNcooN Arru-rerm, INc. 71S-25g-g333
The Original Tin Ceilings d \Valls

32 AconN MeNurecruRrNc g00-g35-0121

A Decoratiue Hardware Source

33 A.F. Scswrno MeuurecrunrNc Co. 412-766-G322
'Wood Columns

34 Arraly riTooowonrs 504-567-1,L55
Antique Heart Pine Flooring 6 More

35 BerHs Fnou THr Pasl INc. g00-697-3971,

Elegance in Porcelain and Brass

36 Cworn Wnn & ColrpeNy \00-527-9064
P or ch es, Stairw ays, Vloo d Turnings

37 Cressrc Gurrrn Sysrsrr.rs 61,G-392-2700
"Olde World" Style Gutters (t Downspouts

38 CoNrnoLLro ENERGy 900-642-3199
Tankless Gas Water Heater

39 Correce LaNr Accrurs ggg-244-ggg0

Lighttt g, Doors (t Cabinets, Accessories, Gifts
CnowNrorNr CasrNrrny gOO-999-4994

Handcrafted To The Finest euality
40 ENor-rss Pools g00-732-g660

Stuim At Home

41. FrNp Pe.nqrs oF EuRopE g00-332-1555

Schreuder Paints (y Omega Brusbes

42 Gooowrx HEARr PrNE Co. g00-33d-3119
F loor ing, F urnit ure, Ar ch itectural

43 Gonu-ra Glup 800-966-3458
Bonds Vlood, Stone, Metal (t More

44 GnaNvrr-rr Mrc. QuenEnsAwN CLApBoARo g02_767_4747

Siding, Trim, Flooring dt Roofing
45 GRATE FrREs 706-353-8281.

Authentic English Gas Coal Fire Grates

46 Henowenr, BarH & Monl g00-760-327g
Your Source For Hardware

47 Nu-War- 800-247_3932
Restoration Products

48 Re.Jur,,rNaroN Leup & Frxrunr Co. ggg-343-g54g
Lighting Fixtures

49 REsEencu PRoDUCrS/BLANKENSHTP g00-527-5551
Incinolet - First Euer Incinerator Toilet

50 SALTER INDUsTpJEs 610-631.-1.360
Spiral Stair Kits

51 SourHrnN Wooo Floon ggg_4gg_plNE
Hardwoods 6 Floors

52 Sreorrn g00-370_3122
Radiant Heating (r Snorumehing

53 Srernwavs, INc. gOO-Z3l-0793
Stairways

54 SUNPoRcH Srnucrunns, Iuc. '00.ww.suNpoRcH.cot\4/HsE
Conuertible Sunroom

TrMsrnLA,Nl lvooocnarrrns g OO-2SO_2221,
Handcrafted Shutters

55 THr InoN Ssop BOO-523_7427
Spiral Stair Kits

55 THos. Mosrn CesrNerN4eKERs g OO_7O}_9703
Cabinets, Furniture

57 UNrco 31.4_771.-7OOZ
Central Heating And/Or Central Air

WINDOWS AND DOORS

wooD wINtX)115
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BUILDING PRODUCTS
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We would like to
thank

the following sponsors

of This Oltl House
Classics

slL\ll=ltAD()

:I!IPERGO
Thc rcvolutionarv laminatc {lrcr

frcm Sireden

It's everywhere you want to be.

THE FAUCET

LEflT(06

fiilovfi'
MAYTAG
Pedormare. You €n deperd on il-

POSTUREPEDIC SUPPORT.
ONLY FROM SEALY.

VII-WED TO BE THt BE!I"

1-A00-64-PFt I A

Help yourself.

i-l
\ vlsA 

r

@4

di,t.ecto.,t.W

ex tra s

EXTRAS
pp. 18-23

Shovel and Shed: "Clinical Guidelines on

the Identification, Evaluation and Treat-
ment of Overweight and Obesity in
Adults," June 1998, National Heart,
Lung and Blood Institute. Reported by
Meghan Anderson.
Greene & Greene Houses: Greene (Y

Greene: The Passion and the Legacy by
Randell L. Makinson, $75, Gibbs Smith
Publisher, Layton, Utah, 1998. Greene (v

Greene Masteruorks by Bruce Smith,

$40, Chronicle Books, San Francisco,

1998. The Gamble House museum,4
'Westmoreland Place, Pasadena, CA
91103; 626-793-3334.
Reported by Elena Kornbluth.
Best of Both Worlds: 1640VSK fine-cut

saw and miter table set, includes 3 blades,

3 clamps and storage case, $220, S-B

Power Tool Co., 4300 \f. Peterson,

Chicago, lL 60646; 800-8 15-8555.
Reported by Tom Baker.

Hook it: Carol Brand Plug-it Hook-it, 2
for $1.99, General Cable Corp.,4 Tesse-

neer Dr., Highland Heights, KY 41,076;

60 5 - 57 2-8000; www.generalcable.com.
Reported by Kate Brauman.
Lightening Up: Timberline Lodge, Box
49580, Portland, OP., 97240-0580; 800-

547-1.406. Light fixtures: Portland Gen-

eral Electric, 121 S.\f. Salmon, 1 r0fTC 7,

Portland, OR 9704; 503-464-8000.
Reported by Meghan Anderson.
Point and Measure: Disto Basic Hand-
held laser meter, $895, Leica Geosystems

Inc. USA, 3155 Medlock Bridge Road,

Norcross, GA 30071; 800-367-9453; fax
770-447 -07 l0; www.leica.com. Intel-
limeasure Laser Ultrasonic Estimator,
measures up to 50 feet, $86, Stanley, 1000

WGBH Educational Foundation does not

endorse any product or service mentioned or
advertised in this magazine.

Stanley Drive, New Britain, CT 06053;

800 -7 82' 6 5 39 ; fax I 60 -827 -39 1,0.

Reported by Romy PokornY.

Matchmaker * 6 5 0-261 -066t ;

wwwimprovenet.com. Reported by John
Banta.

ASK I{ORM
p. 24-26

Jamb-adjustment screws: Top star brand,
21/zin., $1 each, GRK Canada Ltd., RR 1.,

1499 Rosslyn Rd., Thunder Ban Ont.,
Canada P7C 4T9; 807 -47 4-4300.
Power stripper: Paint Shaver, $498, Amer-
ican International Tool lnc., 1.29-B

Fletcher Ave., Cranston, RI 02920; 800-

932-5872.

CHERRY
p. 29-32

Library woodwork: Ben Tamskn Wood-

shop Services, 5 Edgemont St., Mystic,
CT 03555; 860-536'3361. Library design:

Austin Patterson Disston Architects, 376
Pequot Ave., Southport, CT 06490;203-
255-4031,. Kane Hardwood, Box 807,
Kane, PA 1.67 3 5; 814-837 -6941. Pequot

Ave. Southport, CT. Chair: Thomas
Moser, 149 Main Street, Freeport, ME,
04032;800-708-9703;
www.thosmoser.com. Veneer: Freeman

Corp, Box g5, WinchesterKY 40392;
606-744-4311. Our thanks to: John Arno,
wood consultant, Durst Lumber Com-
pany, Troy MI; Richard Jagels, Wood Sci-

ence Department, University of Maine,
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Orono; Gene Parker, Editor, Hardwood
Market Report. Wood: For a directory of
companies that sell cerrified wood prod-
ucts, including cherrS contact the Certi-
fied Forest Products Council, 14780
Southwest Ospreg #285, Beaverton, OR
97 007 ; 503-590-6500; www.certified-
wood.org.

COFFERED CEILIIiIGS
p. 36-37

Architect, library and kitchen: McKee
Patterson, Austin Patterson Disston, 375
Pequot Ave., Southport, CT 06490;203-
255-4031.. Builder, kitchen: \Tright Broth-
ers Builders Inc., 325 Post Road'West,
'Westport, CT 05880; 203-227-8215. Cus-
tom trim, kitchen: J.C. Construction,
Brookfield, CT. 203 -7 7 5-5 854.

BATHII{G BEAUTY
p. 3A-46

Architect: John James Architect, AIA, 11
Inwood Place, Maplewood, NJ 07040;
97 3 -37 8-3118. Contractor: Hofmann
Design Build Inc., 160 Broad Street, Sum-
mit, NJ 07 907; 908-27 3-1700. (Project
manager, Alex Szewczuk.) Structural engi-
neer: Joseph Bronner, \7est Caldwell, NJ,
201 -226-6330. Marble installation: BCG
Marble & Granite Fabricators Co. Inc.;
20 1 -3 43 -8487. Cabinetry: Creative
'Woodcraft 

Custom Woodworkin g, 264 E.
Blackwell Street, Dover, NJ 07801; 973-
365-6080. Plumber: A.J. Plumbing &
Heating, Chatham, NJ, 973-635 -5907.

Radiant Floor: Stadler Corp., Bedford,
ML, 7 81-27 5 -31.22. Mirrors, shower
door: The Glassmith Shop, 348 Spring-
field Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901; 908-
277-041,1. Marble: !7hite Carrera with
verde alpi dots (floor, shower); verde ele-
gante (counters), available from !7.D.
Virtue Tile, Summit, NJ, 908-273 -6936.
Tub, sink, toilee Kohler, 800-456-4537.
Tub fittings: Czech & Speake,'Water-
works, 800-927-2120. Sink fittings: Jado,
800-227 -2734. Shower fittings: Hans-
grohe; 800-3 34-04 5 5. Light fixtures:
Brass Light Gallery, Milwaukee, WI, 800-
243-9 59 5. Bath accessories: \Waterworks.

THE INSURAI{GE GAP
P,51-52

.fl

#E*,
w'*;
+ffim

AIG, 70 Pine Street, New York, NY
I 027 0 ; 212-7 7 0 -7 000; wwwaig.com.
Amica Mutual, Amica Center, Amica
Center Blvd., Lincoln, RI 02865; 800-
242-6422; www.amica.com. Colonial
Penn, Box 31030, Tampa, FL 33533; 800-
5 23 -2800 ; www.cpdirect.com. Geico:
800-841-3005; www.geico.com. Insur-
ance News Network: www.insure.com.

CABIN FEVER
p. 53-54

Log home builder: Alpine Log Homes,
Box 85, Victor, Montana 59875;406-
642-3451. Log home resource: Log
Homes Council, National Association of
Home Builders, 15th & M streets,\Ufash-
ington, D.C. 20005; 202-822-057 6.

KHY WEST
P. 58-61

Architect: Michael Miller Architecture &
Design, 305-294-7687. Contractor: Roger
Townsend, 30 5 -292-3697

BUY!]iIG GOOD LUTBER
p. 62-68

Arlington Coal and Lumber, 41 Park Ave.,
Arlington, MA 0247 6; 78 1-543-8 100. Our
thanks to: Bob and John McNamara,
Arlington Coal and Lumber. Dave
Kretschman, Forest Products Laboratory.
Daniel Lassens, Purdue. Tom Searles, Ameri-
can Lumber Standards Committee.

FIREPLACE IilSERT
p. 76-79

Contractor: Mark Schaub, Chimney
Savers,6-11 Ilene Court, Belle Mead, NJ
08502; 888-57 6-4574. Inserts: Stovax
Ltd., Falcon Road, Sowton Industrial
Estate, Exeter, Devon, England EX'2 7LF,
0 1 1 -44 -1392-47 4000. Available from
Mark Schaub. Rumford fireplace: Dan
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Takea$49 l

dea
$20,000 leap.

Order now
and receive
this custom-

long sleeve
denim shirt,
f, $30P VAITUE'

YOIIR DREEM REMODEL
It's a big investment, make it wisely.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Don't staril another proiect withorrt
This Old House Kitchen & Home Architect!
This $29.95 value is yours for only $49.95$ Plus your

satisfaction is l00oZ gruaranteed! This limited time offer is

nOt affailable in StOfeS. *(Phr tu, Ehtppils ud Ludlhs)

IIIIIIIIIII II III-IIII

Introducing
This Old HouseJ Kitchen & Ilome Atchitect,
The best inrrcstnent you can make
to anoid costly rnistakes on Your
kitchen or home remodel.

3D HOME ARCHITECT@ DELUXE Make your dream

a rcality with JD Home Architect Deluxe, the #1 home design

software. See all your ideas come to life in 3D before you ever ham-

mer a nail. You'll be able to avoid potential problems and lower the

chance ofcostly design changes later on.

Please send me 
- 

copies 9,[4,SgS:.1r;9"*"*
Chuge my: OVis OMsterCard OAmedceExPress ODbc(

ACCT.#- tl(P.-

Steve Thomas

APTlStnTE

STATE 

- 
ZIP-

MaIl thlr order Iom wlth check' m8ey ords' or qedlt Psym
to Enderbud Eoftwe I!c.' P'O. Box 6125, Nmto, CA 9494&(

'Iax applies on shipments to cA, lA, lL, MA, MD, MN, NJ, 0H lA,

NAME- PHONE#-
SIGNATI'P;E

ADDRESS 

--

ORDER NO\TI
t-800-42 4-0426

Refer to offer code #2958

or Ig,
lf within 90 &x vou m not 100orc mtisfied. plcu
,nrt This Old Houe Kirhm 6 Homc Archito,

md we'll retm you money in 6rll!
F-RFj llrdEse
Purchase ot Bcffi & hoME a.cHmcr

, *#* "l'l,rttttittg
\ , llll(d(l l!

. tltu,t.ys ke-y
' , to sdt.'ittK

.."1G lnrrrself'
,="' '* titttt 'tttrl

ltt,iltev,"
\-

-ILa H -t*

TIIIS OIrD HOUSE I{ITCHENS with Steve Thomas
kt sreve Thomas be your guide to kitchen remodeling success. This cD-ROM is

a virtual encyclopedia of kitchen design and provides a step-by-step guide to take

your remodeling project from concept to reality.

Zero ln on Specilics Experirnent with EaseLearn frorn the Pros
From basic information
about kitchen design to
an interactive Q a A, the
experts of This Old House
Kitchens have the answers.

Btowse through over 1,000 Try different combinations

photos to help make decisions ofmaterials for your coun-

on important details including tertops, cabinets, walls,

style, storage, lighting, and floots, and.more - instantly,

more. with a click.
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Designyout Dream
You can use plans from This Old House

Kitchens or modi!, one of 110 professionally

designed plans. Or start your designs from
scratch. rW,ith SmartParts* technology,
windows, doors, counters and furnishings
automatically snap into place.

Visualize It
View your plan from any angle.

Choose from bird's eye view, interior
and exterior elevations, even multistory
views and 3D cross sections. \Vhen you

edit any object, your changes appear in
both 2D and 3D instantly.

Build lt
Avoid costly mistakes with PlanCheck|
the exclusive feature that provides cus-

tomized feedback on your plan. Then,
print your plans and materials list, and

you are ready to build!D



dir.ectat.W
McLaughlin, Solid Flue Chimney Savers,
44 Cottage Street, Cambridge, MA 02139;
6t7-854-744t.

THE GBEAT CAPE
p. 80-87

Architects: Richard !7ills, Royal Barry
'!7ills 

Associates Inc., 8 Newbury St.,
Boston, MA 02115; 617-266-5225. Todd
house restoration: Handmade window
sdsh, doors, mantelpieces, paneling and
moldings, Caroline Sly, Box 313, Ashfield,
MA 01330; 413-628-0730. Carpentry
and woodwork Richard Potter, Plainfield,
MA; 413-743-5430. Real-estate broker
for the Shaw Homestead (Richard Todd,s
first house), Upton-Massamont Realty
Shelburne Falls, MA; 413-625 6366.
House plans: Evan Pollitt's plans, Old
Cape Cod Houses & Other Colonials (24
plans) and Old Colonial Houses (32
plans), Home Planners Bookline, 3275 W.
Ina Rd., Suite 1L0, Tucson, AZ 85741;
800-322-6797. Furthe. reading: The Cape
Cod House: America's Most Popular
Home, 1,982, and Saltbox and Cape Cod
Houses, 1988, by Stanley Schuler, both
529.95, both Schiffer Publishing Ltd.,
1469 Morstein Rd., West Chester, PA
19380. Cape Cod Architecture by Clair
Baisly, 1989, Parnassus Imprints Inc.,
Orleans, MA. Cape Codby Henry David
Thoreau, introduction by Paul Theroux,
'1.987, $10.95, Penguin Books U.S.A. Hls-
toric Houses of Kent County by Michael
Owen Bourne, 1,998, the Historical Soci-
ety of Kent CountS MD. Our thanks to:
Stanley Schuler. Arnold Jones, restoration
carpentry, Ashfield, MA; 413-628-4 532.
Lauren Richmond, Provincetown Histori-
cal Society, Provincetown, MA. Dr.
Edward F.X. and Susan L. Hughes,
Saconesset Homestead, \7. Falmouth,
MA. Claire McKillip, Madison Historical
Sociery Madison, CT. Town historian
Frances Donnelly, Madison, CT. Eugene

Johnstone, Chestertown, MD

GOOD BONES
p. 8A-93

Architect: Robert A.M. Stern Architects
New York, NY; 212-967-51 00. Builder:
'Walter 

Cromwell Jr., New Canaan, CT;
203-9 66-5 5 50. Framing Consultant:
Robert Reade, Eastland Vocational
School, Groveporr, OH; 614-836-3903.
Further reading: Graphic Guide to Frame
Construction by Rob Thallon, $29.99
1.991., Taunton Press. Framing Floors,
Walls, Ceilings: The Best of Fine Home-
building, $ 14.95, 1.99 6. Tawton Press.

THE POSTER: DOOR ]|A]{DLES
p. lOt-t02

p. 10l-Top left,2053 cylindrical lockset,
$87.27, Mul-T-Lock; 800-562-351 1. Top
right, Titan Access One remote access
lockset (keychain rransmitter shown),
$1 80, Kwikset, 800-327-5625. Middle,
XM100-075 bit key morrise lock,
$629.90 (with trim), Ball & Ball;
6t0-363-7330.
Bottom, 20200 brass rim lockset,
$397.50, Virginia Metalcrafters;
540-949-9400.
Spread: (Note: "lockset" includes all trim
and a mortise lock unless otherwise speci-
fied; "trim ser" designates outside and
inside decorative hardware without the
lock.) 1. French shank knob 241F,$42.50
per pair, and Craftsman plate 235A-BK,
$89.50 per pair. 2. Bungalow lockset

250A, $175. 3. Century lockset 251A,
$175.4. Athena lock set 4A,$299.50.
5. nflindsor knob 245G, $189.50 per pair,
and $Tindsor plate, $59 each. All cast
brass from Crown City Hardware; 800-
9 50-1047 . 6. Plymouth 6572 cast brass
lock set, $373.90, Baldwin Hardware;
800-437-7448. 7. Blake 7-inch cast iron
thumblatch trim set V19-047, $71.30,
Ball & Ball; 800-257 -37 11;www.balland-
ball-US.com. 8. Greenwich IUBEI
wrought iron lockset, $481, and 9. Heart
RT5BI casr iron lockset with rust finish,
$326, both from Acorn Manufacturing
Co.; 8 00-835 -0121,, www.acornmfg.com.
10. Pacific C002 hammered copper trim
set, $262.50, Craftsman Hardware; 660-
37 6 -24 I 1 ; www.crafrsmanhardware.com.
11. Chesmut IUHED wrought iron lock-
set, $441, Acorn Manufacruring. 12. FSB
I 19 I I 1 49 7 - 19 9 I anodrzed aluminum trim
set, $256 (to the trade), imported from
Germany by Edward R. Butler Co. Inc.;
212-925-3565. 13. LE1200 satin steel
lockset, $StO ($ZeO for trim only), L.B.
Brass; 888-644-1570. 14. !7hite bronze
back plate and potato knob lockset,9763
(mortise lock) and $517 (bored lock),
Rocky Mountain Rustic Hardware Col-
lection, Box 5130, Kerchum, ID 83340;
888-788-2013. 15. Forged stainless steel
lockset KT1KI, $520, Acorn Manufactur-
ing. 16. Bird Cage 2006 steel rrim set,

$172, Bouvet U.S.A., 540 DeHaro St.,
San Francisco , CA 94107; 415-864-0273.
Builders Hardware Manufacturers Associ-
ation, 355 Lexington Ave,, New York,
NY 10017; 272-651-4261. Associated
Locksmiths of America, 3003 Live Oak
St., Dallas, TX 7 5204; 800-532-2562.
Our thanks to: Henry Todaro Jr, Iock-
smith, and Robert Grant, hardware con-
sultant, Henry's Room, HT Sales
Company 726 70th Ave., New York, Ny
1.001.9 ; 212-25 5 -07 47. Allan Rich, the
Keyless Lock Store,43 Sherrard St., East
Hills, NY 11 577 ; 51,5-625 -3184;
www.nokey.com.

PRrces sHowN AFE MANUFAcTuRERS' suGGESTED

FETAIL PRICES AT PRESS TI]\,4E OB THE ANIOUNT

Tuts Oto Houss acrumry pAtD Ar BErAlL.

PRICES, PRoDUCI NUMBERS AND AVAILABILIry

MAY CHANGE AI ANY TIME.
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OId houses are easy to love.
Old water heaters aren't.

MAY\ryE
GRO\ry OI\E
FORYOU?

Free
Brochure

Stairs
from
$400

Renovating? The AguaSfar instantaneous
tankless gas water heater provides unlimited
hot water, convenient installation, excep-
tional energy efficiency, and reliability' Now

that's home imProvement!

by BOSCH
rHE BETIER WATER HEA|EA

C(lilTR(lTTEtl TI{ERGY C(lRP(lRATI(llI

900.642.3199 www. cec hot.com ATOH0199

Plan Your
Dream Home.
Whatever your vision of a dream

home is, Lindal Cedar Homes can

bring it to life. Walls of glass offer

striking panoramas; open interiors

a natural grace. Start making your
dream come true. Call for the name of
your nearest dealer and a free idea kit.

Call r.8oo-426.o536
for your free idea kit.

Order our Planbook $rr.95 plus $3 s&h.

www.lindal.com
PO. Box :4426 Dept.yp1. Seaale, WA. USA 98r24
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Spiral Stairs q! America
800-422-3700
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[Jniqr"lyYours.

I i3 Charlestown Road . PO Box I 560 . Clarcmont, NH . 03743'Web: www.crown-poinr.com . Email: infb@crown-point.com
Phonc: 800-999-4994. Fax: 800-j70-1218

Available direct.

cRcvNpDtNT

Crown Point Cobinetry offers

the unique beouty

of Genuine Old Foshioned

lvlilk Point.

Choose from o polette

of sixleen outhenlic colors

or hove o color

custom blended

...just for you.

Hondcrofted excellence

in period styling,

Fine quolity custom cobinetry

from Crown Point.

Period swling.
Handcraftcd ro rhe finesr qualiv

FREE
Bilng over zooo first
home essentials to your

r -800-6
osk for dept,

I
1:

Sinks, Ioucels.

a

Floor ond woll roverings.

*,f;::. '\J
Knobs, drower pulls, hinges. \ (hondeliers, woll lighrs, ceiling medo[ions, ond more!

t

PO, 251 5, Dept, 2481

Conwoy, NH 038.l8ORS ffi
117

Call for

r
Buy direct from the
mill and save 50Vol
Four smart retsons to

buy direct from S&S Mills
1. Great Savings. Buy direct from
the mill. No costly middleman
markups. All the quality, half the price.

2. Superior Quality. Our srandard
of high-quality craftsmanship is
unmatched in the industy. We use only

ffilxFlH',*Tg?flflfifl3il* E
s-td$"rd ffil ,nnl**otu6bv l-iii- cAIItl
3. Delivery: No Problem. you
don't have to lift a finger. An installer
can receive your carpet from the freight
line and bring it into your home at your
convenience within 7 to 10 days.

4. lnstallation. S&S Mills knows
qualified and experienced independent
installers across the countrv. We'lI be
glad to help you find one n.* you.

Call for your FREE
Carpet Saniple Portfolios!

{-8(Xr-3(5El-9(D6ll
ww\trssmills.com

200 Howell Drive, Dalton GA 30721

C

r

i

I

t**
*&-

€l

*,

I

--t
i*,

\

I

\\
7

\

r

/ ^"'?ttr

I

I

\

T 'i

luIs,

*====.--

I

R

t
$

o

U

R

C

g

s

I
0

0

;
4

I

I
5

I
I



INCINOLET
Electric Incinerating Toilet

WORLD'S MOST ADVANCED TOILET SYSTEM!

INCINOLET incinerates waste to clean ash -
without water - in a neat, compact, 

;

stainless steel unit.

NO OTHERTOILET OFFERS
YOU THESE ADVANTAGES:
o Easy, inexpensive installation
r Exceptionalcleanliness
r Absolutely no pollution
. Can be used in any climate
. No holding tank or

pump out

Choose INCINOLET for quality,
durability, state of the art
technology.

INCINOLET - first ever incinerator toilet'

Call us today for a free brochure. 1-800-527-5551

E-mail: incinolt@incinoiet.com
Web: http: / / www.incinolet.com /incinolet

RESEARCH PRODUCTS/BlankenshiP
2639 Andion ' Dept. TOH ' Dallas,'fexas 75220 ' 274-358-4238

.$425 a up
Shipped in a
Complete Unit or Kit

Free Brochure

Steel . Aluminum 'Wood
Brass . Stainless

ANY SIZE

Stock for Fast ShiPPing

Phone 713-680-311O
Toll Free 1 -8OO-231 -0793

Fax 1 -713-680-2571
www.stairwaysinc.com

4166 Pinemont
Houston, TX77018

nc.
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How do you heat and cool a frame
farmhouse that sits in the foothills of

the Great Smokey Mountains?

"It's easy, you install the Llnico System,"
says Scott Fleenor'

" I couldn't be happier, the lJnico System has surpassed flny of my expectations," states Eleenor.

Owners of a

I07 Year Old Farmhouse
Choose Unico System'
for Their HVAC. .

Barely noticeable outlet blends in toith any decot.

Owner Scott Fleenor chose the Unico System

to heat and cool his home because it meant

better comfort without extensive buildout.

Letting Better Comfort Fit ln' . . .

Gall Fon Mone hronuanor!
Unico, !nc. .4160 Meramec St. . St. Louis, MO 63116-9908 . (800) 527-0896. (314) 771'7007'www.unicosystem.com

Ihe Unico System'
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Restore Cracked Plaster Walls & Ceilings
Easy One Day Applications

.Vapor Banier .Cost Etfectrve .1 Day Application .Remove No Trim

HOW TO USE THE

1. Cut fiberglass
mat 2" longer
than height.

2. Apply saturant to 3. Apply fiberglass 4. Trim excess mat
area to be mat to wet where wallcovered. surlace. meels ceiling.

5. Trim mat at 6. Trim mat at
baseboard and outlets,
window. switches, etc.

9. Apply mat to
2nd area, over.
lapping by 1 ".

7. Apply second 8.
coat of saturant
to wet mat.

1o.Cut down center l1.Hemove mat
ot overlap (both strips on both
layers). sides of cut.

Apply 1 st coat of
saturant to
adjacent area.

1 2.Apply 2nd coat
ol saturanl
(include seam)

Make Walls & Ceilings Like New!

SPECIFICATION CHEMICALS. INC.
2 824Keetet Slteet. Boore. lA 50036 '

.-{ soo-247-39:}2(. 
-- 

ema,t: gates@sE{h6m.com
\=/' onrrne: hnprTwi.spec<hem.com

@
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1-888-488-PINE

SOUTHERN
WOOD FLOORS

D

DFLOO
P

H

Callfor rte FREE 32 page color catahg:

f -800-52 3-7427 Ext. roHee
or visit our Web Site at http://w,theironshop.com

Shomoom./Warehouse Locations:

THE IRON SHOP'

T
I i.-", pt;; 

"."d ;;GFREEIT-p"g. ;"1",-;;;;-- -- -a

-J

Dept. TOH99, Box 547
PA r9008.

Bmmall,PA l6lO)54471W
Onuio, C{ (909) 605-1000
Sarota FL (94r\9211479

I Houton,TX (71])789ryA5

I Chiqgo,lL t847t952-9oto
I Smrhd,CT l2Or325-U66

Metal SpiralStairc

0nly

$425
,11h:,:; litE8l'.'

8rcomall, PA

and Ualue Since 1931

0nty

$1575
Fo, {'tr Diameter
11-8iser (it F.O.B.

8rcomall, PA

Uictorian Spiral Stairs

Shown 5. dian. yi[l
oDlamliGlrlhl.
:xI:iIffi1"1i-q\

.Diameters 4'0" lo 6'0.

.Weight Saving Cast Aluminum

t
\
InN
lll

0nly

$3300

lli

tlr,:"

l.iu
For {'0'0iamelel

11-Riser (it E0.8.
Broomall, PA

All kits available in and BOCA/UBC code models. Made in the U.S.dfloor-to-floor

Qual

www.sout'hernwoodfl oors.com
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'Verandal's 'Yoorings
. Gate Posis . ACdLt on:
. Fence Posis . Raised Decks
. Screen Rooms . Caprt3ls ior Columns

. FUNNEL for Pouring. Sto.ase Sireds

Fits all E", I 0" & I 2" constru€tion tubes

Redrrce Your l-abour Costs bt as rurh as 90%
uhen c ors truc t ing Corcr e te Consf rr.rction Tilbe Fooringsl

An Award
Innovative

F&S Manufacturing lnc.
RR# I Chester Basrn, No,ra Scotia BCt I K0

enrarirfands man@rs synrpatiro ca
wl'.aec nic.co.rlb.s nesr,r:r:1.oot

r -800-934-0393
Tel: (902) 275-5546
Fax (902) 275-5704

iEtcl-l

Mail to: The Iron
400 Rd.,

The Leoding Monufoclurer of
SpirolStoir Kits'"

\iidco

lor
all

0r
to 7'0"
lJnils

.Diameters d'l}' lo 6'0,

.All 0ak Constructioo
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The Best Value in
Spiral Stairs
Buy Factory Direct

o Job Delivery Coast to Coast
. Save 30o/o to 50olo

o Quick Ship on Stock Srairs
. Free Enclosed Tiead Ends
. Diameters 3'6" to 7'
. Oak Tieads & Handrail

CALL NO\y
FREE BROCHURE

800-368-8280 or 610-63 1. 1360
P.O. Box 183, Eagleville, PA 19408

Salter Industries

Beauty.

Simplicity.
Permanence

THOS, MOSER
CABiNETMAKERS

Call to receive your free catalog.

r-800-708-9703

Freeport, Maine - New York, NY - San Francisco, CA
www. thosmoser.com

SCHWERD'S
Ouqlity Wootl Columns

since 1860

for your
r rBtorat

specific installation uP to 35
ion projects, we can

to maich-your exist
inths can be

Roman

Our ornamental capitals are
made of a hard, durable

table to
the elements.

onal styles
avai I able. #130 ATTIC EASE

Our comolete aluminum bases are manufactured of
thick metal and are recommended for exterior
iolumns for a seamless base that will last a lifetime.
The aluminum Dlinths are ventilated for air
circulation throich the column shaft, Complete
aluminum bases-are available in three architecturally-
iorrect styles for ewn diameter columns from 8" to
30".

Call or write for our free catalog

TIMBERLANE WOODCRAFTERS, INC.
(8OO) 25O-222r

fu (2r5) 61ffi753
m.timbcrlane-wmd.com

I97 wishickon Av€nue

North wales. PA I9454

"Craftsman that meets test of time

I
)

TOP QUALITY
CARPET

SAVINGS with an emphasis 0n service to professional

builders and contractors. Buy direct from Dalton, Georgia.

COLORWORKS CARPET, your complete carpet source

with satisfaction guaranteed

Callfor FREE samples.

180G443-8460

coLoRu/
INCORPOHA
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' I{ortise & TenLrn Coninucdon ' Custom Reproductinru Quoted
. Built Fron \\'estem ReJ CeJar ' Crrt'outs ,\'ailahle
.ld.,D(1,\.r1 .Alrrln'nrrC,rlfcrDripCapprng
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South.,. , Tlp BEST for lzr;s

NITIQUE HEART CTPRESS
Custom Mllllng * Doors i Ponellng * Shutters

00% Cleor Quortersown
lnstoll Nolldown or Gluedown

tlrcHwt

II
call:B u

B

RINGD FLOOIIARDITIOO

toEosy
Tlre OnIy Tirne Tested
Proven Polyurethane

Longest Shelf Life & \A/orking Tirne
Waterproof . Shortest Cure Tirn€ . Solvent Free

Bonds Wood, Stone, Metal, Ceramics, plastics, & More

Now AtYour Local Hardware/Home Cenrer

A portion of every sale of Gorilla GIue hos been
ond olwoys will be donated to The Gorilla Foundation

l-800-966-3458 z< sour. l-888-367-4583 rrade Direct
The Gorilla Group.l22 PowersAve.,Santa Barbara CA 93 l03

not, tell the big ape who runs the place to get it for you.lf

1972SINCE

ORIeITeT FoRMUI.A. ENVIRoNMENT FRIENDLY

- *,,\n
tffi{

edForg
Iron

Gr?r/"r%6il & Eo*7ony
Wood Turnings for Porches & Stair*ays

o Stock or Custom Designs rAuthentic Replications . prompt euality Service.
oPorch Posts o Balusters . Newels . Spindles r l'inials o Handrailo

. Lengths To 12 Feet o Free Brochure .
1-800-527-9064 Fax 701-642-4204

E - M ai I : info @ cinde rw hit. c o m
We bsite : www.cinderwhit,com

733 EleventhAvenue South oWahpeton, ND 58075

Bruht

Snrl&ru

.032 lhrlm

T.rtll;

.L

H{6iry0q5lt6'
Shd * lluLrr

Bilbtr. lLny hh.060 St hlc St t
a.080 lhnhir

th Pnih
Dnllltr)

THE LOOK OF THE PAST

T\o you appreciate the old world style of guners
l-fand downspou[s and desire to restore, enhance
and preserve your home in harmony with the orisinal
intent of its design? If so, Classic Gutter System-s
introduces authentic 6" half-round gutter in both
heary copper and heavy aluminum.

. up to 26' lgngths shipped nationally

. complete line ofhalf-round accessbries

. unique nut & bolt adjustable hanging system

. cast brass & aluminum facia bracleti

. buy direct from the exclusive manirfacturer

. installation video & samples available

. information & pricing available upon request

. all major credit cards accepted

,Y'S VING

49004
l4l

s62 D.East MIE. Av€n
Phone Fsx.382-2700

GU II'T,R SYSTEIIS
Cmssrc

IIMI-LESS QUALITY
OLD WORI-D CHAPM

121

Expertly Remllled_T&G Plqnk Floortng up to I t. wlde
ftpopgQ Beoms,Dry - Ased -'superb
Heort Pine Stolrporls ore our Specliclty

HEART PINE

Acorn Manufacilrinp
PO. Box 31, Mansfield,iltA.

I -800-815-0 l 2 l, Fax:800.3 72-2676

well
our

waranry
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Quartersawn
Clapboard Siding
& Building Materials

Including Wide Pine and
Hardwood Floooring

Quartersawing produces
a vertical grain clapboard:

r Twists and warps less
. Wears more evenly
o Bonds paint and stain better

Also featuring...
Cabots Factory Finish*

Exterior Pre-Finish for
all types of wood siding.

Allows priming or finishing
prior to installation

with 15 year warranty3
. Crack, peel and flake resistant
. Washable
. Non- yellowing
. No chalk washdown
. Paint film will not erode

Granville Manufactuting Co.
. Established 1857 .

PO Box 15 Granville, Vermont 05747

Call, wtite or fax for Free Brochure

T ek 8O2-767 -47 47 . F axz EO2-767 -3107

E-Mail: woodsidin g@madriver. com
Web Site: www.woodsiding.com

50%o OFF
JADO . ROBERN

MINKA . QUOIZET,
KWC . FRANKE
PERIOD BRASS

KICHLER. GROHE
ST. THOMAS
SCHONBEK

HANSA. PORCHER
HARRINGTON BRASS

JACUZZI. OMNIA
BALDWIN. PHYLRICH

and MORE...

HARDWARE,
BATH&MORE...
1. 800. 319 . 6451

I.'RE,I.] BROCHURE
www.h-b-m.com

Up To

I

M-g*s-a':"- TNSULATED
WINTER SUNROOM CONVERTS
TO A SUMMEB SCREEN R()OM!

Full Top-To-Bottom Wall Area Screens!
tr 0WlKo window/screen change system tr Do-it-yourself kit,

n0 conlractors needed tr Meels building codes tor snow & wind

loads tr Unique Climate Control Syslefir tr N0 exlras, comes c0m-

plete tr Buy factory d irect & save tr America s #1 value since 1974.

Send $2 lor Color Catalogue, Prices, or
Visit our Web Site:
www.sunporch,com/hse

SunPorch@ Structures lnc.
PO. Box 368, Dept. HSE
Westport, CT 06881 -0368

MOUNTS
READILY ON

oEcxs, PAT|0s,
OR LANOSCAPE

TIES.
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Baths From The Past Collection
custom design solutions for the traditiond bath & kitchen

83 EastWater St., Rockland MA 02370

CAt,l, NOIV kt orzler rxtr tttlli\ utl%|ttt/RE & ittlitnnulirnt .orJbr lbe mosl atm-
liiaia lO0 lutga cokn caktktg o/'./irrcplumbiug/trtnluch^ t5 $) rql u,ithPtn'cbase,

1-800-697-387t FAX 1-781-871-8533

Tuas ou rccs,
SHowrn Svstrus,

SuppltEs & Accrssontes

e,

create voltr owr1 fauet t
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Radiant
UT{DERFLOOR

Heatins6
We make it as

simple as it looks.

R3ftffiTJ:*TIiii:H,H'l:
and energy efficienr. They're adaptable
and aflordable too. They install easily,
make use of any [uel, and cost less
than other heating systems.

And underfloor radiant heat
preserves the aesthetics of any home
because the components are hidden
within the flooring system.

Out.of-sight comfort
for your restoration
or reptrduction.

Installs easrly in conventional
and con6rete flooring. ++4!t

,.7
Call Jor our Jree brochure.

Box 11II, Lyndonville, VT 0585I

(800)451-7593 . (802)626-5564 . FAX (802)626-8045 . www.radianrec.com

t

Swimot

Think Of It As
A T?eodmill
For Swimmers!

Swim or exercise
ogoinst o smooth
cunent odjustoble
to ony speed in o
unique pool meosur-
ing only 8'x 15!

Enjoy he fun ond
convenience of the
world's best exercise
of home yeor'round.
ldeolfor swimming,
woter oerobics ond
rehobilitotion.
Compoct size mokes
the dreom of pool
ownerchip prodicol
in smollspocu.The
Endlss fuol* is
simple to mointoin
economicolto run,
ond eosy to instoll
inside or outdoors.
New system reduces
chlorine use by 900/0.

Frce Video!
Coll 80G2tt-0741,
m 164

lffiortucbslbot
wuw.cndlesspools.com
orwrltEcilssFds,tu
2NEDgAu,TffiN
wLru
,f/loo,PA l9U4

=sa-ENDLESS POOLS-

%

7

We Can SolveYour Paint Removal problems!

The Most Eflective, Etlicient and Ecologically
Sale Paint Stripping System Available

. Strips one square foot of paint in 15 seconds,

. Relrieves stripped debris into vacuum systems.
Can also be used for lead paint removal.,

. Eliminates the need for chemicals, sandblasting or heat removal.

SAIII//EB IIAC9
Dust-free sandino

indoor and out."

AMERICAt{.lilrER}lATtOl{AL TOOL tND., ItttG.
129-B Fletcher Avenuo, Cranslon, Bl 02920

(40r1 942.7855 1.800.932.5872

nrich Your Ifome With
Quality Grilles & Registers

Over 200 Sizes & St1'les in Stock . {-l Page. Colot'Catakig $1

Coll (978) 772-3493

Cost lron . Cqst Bloss . Cosl Aluminum . Wood

The Reggio Register Co.
I)ept. G901 P.O. Bor 511
A.vcr'. NIA 0l-132

\\
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EHUiise.
MAGAZINE

lnterior/Exterior Buildere Household Hardware.

KAYNE & SON CUSTOM HARDWARE
100 Daniel Ridge Rd (TOH)
Candler, NC 28715 828.667-8868

ij!;l:i|,, Custom Cellar Doors ,iJii*
By STEELWAY

Long or Short...
Nrmwor Wide...
Flat or An4ld. ..

.Folly-

w.cellardoo$.com

Any Size...Only $479

(E00)368-8393

.Eay to

(610\828-7608 kx

ArfiouE HEAFI PilE, old growth, recycled timbers. Finish
flooring stair treads, millwork. Northeast Millwod<, Rl

401 /624-8117.
SesAsnaN's SpEcraLTy HARDwooDs - Fleclaimed Antique

Heart Pine, Douglas Fir, Hardwoods. Flooring, Posts,
Beams, Boards Expertly Milled. Ship Anywhere From SW

Wisconsin. 608-734-31 57

TExAs HEARr P|NE flooring, cabinet stock and

dimensional lumber. Expert milling from high grade,

hand selected timb6rs. Since 1979. WHAI lrs WoRrH, lNc.

512-328-8837.

GuDE BooK Compadng ContractoB or Homos
before Building, Buying or Remodeling. Free lnformation
1 -80lO-221 -87 7 I or wwwacrltlcaleye,com

8q>78+974{ Carpet and Rugs. All m4or brands. 596 over

cctlAmerican Carpet Brck9E. _
Buy SMARr First quality, warranted carpet, vinyl, hardwood,

ceramic, laminate flooring, area rugs, and appliances.
Dalton's largest outlet. Family owned and operated for 26
years. Guaranteed low prices. Free samples. Ship anywhere.

Call Carpots ot Dalton loll tree 1-888-514-7ffi
CARpEr, VrNyL & HARDwooD FLooRtNG true wholesale prices.

Carpet Express "America's Floor Store' 1-800-922-5582
Dalton, GA.

CARpEr, VrNyL, WooD, Rucs. For 25 Years. The Top Brands.

The Lowest Prices. West Carpet, Dalton, GA 800-338-6124.

TrFCEruNGs. New & original. Brian Greer
www.tin-ceilings.com (51 9) 743-9710, Fax (519) 570-1447.

ffiffiffiffi
l]{rcRloR SrcRM WNDow Krs. 1o-minute assembly, your

Plexiglas, Magnetic or mechanical mountings. Durable,

economical, alFseason. Literature: 800/321 -WARM(9276)

Window Saver Company.

Moronrzro Grres. Complete rcmote-controlled gate kits,

frorn $1 ,1 75. Custom-sized, easily installed. 1 -800-234-3952.

wwwamazinggates.com

BEcoME ACARPENTER. Approved Home Study. Free Care€r

Literature. PC.D.l., Atlanta, Georgia. 800-362-7070 Dept.

JCA41 1.

Srur $$$t Sub-contract your home or addition "Build lt
Yourser seminar booklet. 800-644-1 1 64.

BECKLER'S CAFpEr. "Str'rcr 1909". 1 -800-232-5537.

Carpet, Vinyl, Hardwood, Laminates, Ceramic. Wholesale

Prices. Waranted. Casvcreditcard. Dalton, GA.

pine iooring and paneling to 24"wide. Hardwoods available'

Brochure. CmrrsuAr LuMern Co. (978) 448-5621.

lNvEMroRs - FREE INFoRMAnoN PAoKAGE For development

and patent assistance on your product or idea, call Davison:
'1 -800-677-6382. Proven Deslqn Results.

lNvE[roRs: We holp submit ideas to industry. Patent

services. 1 -800-288-lDEA.

WEATHERVANES AND CupoLAs - 50% Off. America's Largest

Selmtion. Fre€ Catalogue l -800-724-2548.

available

and rcre.
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t1h1ed fr€ Ofql MeiMcodeMG l0

1st ouallt\/ \ame
Brand Blinos .

and WallPaPer!

All

t
I

l
I

I
I l

Vlsit our FACToRY SH0WR00[/

0UTIET in Plymouth, Michiganl

OPENTDAYSAWEEK:
Weekda\5 7am-1am EST

sat & Sun 8am-12 midnight ESr

viert 1m0l of wallpaper

0atterns FREE atrl/!|/Il,.ah\,if.c0ln.

American
Blindjrr! \!!!p4er fasLsrrIEtr@E

t'\",190mFSamilm

0ur Shoppersl

. BLIND KIT

. WALLPAPEB
CATALOG!'"

E 28 Patterns in lay-in or nail-up

E Brass, Copper, Chrome-plated

E Steel & Pre-painted white

E Stainless steel lor backsplashes

E 13 Cornice styles . Pre-cut miters

E Send $1 for brochure
E Call for Technical Assistance

oo-obbin_gdon offiliotes inc
Dept. ToH,2149 Utica Ave., Bklyn., NY 11234 (718) 258-8333

-
VM

-Aw

oto
olo

Wood Raised
Panel System

Our custom lok is

aftrdable md asY.

. Beautiful wood minscoting
for your home and office.

. Maple, oak cherrY, and

painuble panels are available

in our easy to install system.

For brochure and local

distributoru call New England

Classic lnteriors toll free at

888-880-NECI or visit our

website M.homefi ttings com

HANDCRAFTED
To the Drip on theTaPered Candles

)} Early American lighting since 1938; chandeliers,

copper lantems and wall sconces.

J& Knowledgeable collectors, restorations and museums

have been buying our fine fixtures for over 30 years.

A list is available upon request. $2.00 for catalog.

GATES MOORE
River Road Silvemine, Dept.ToH, Norwalk, CT 06850

Telephone (ZO3l 847 -323 I

AnmouY
VOOD PPODUCT6

iltuslnted Cetalog Alail,,blo- FnEE

8or 1001.T0

1999

Hillsboro TX 76645

1-800.96S-2 t81

Baluslels
Finials

Gable Ttim Porch Posts
Norrcl PostsFretwork

Brackats
Corbels

I

1979

/A\ AuthcnticIlOODENBLINDS
.Z@ *-qr.shutterblinde.comau[nrflul r-800-269-5697

Goddard Spiral Stairs
Custom built; available in steel or wood;

interior and exterior styles available.
Wholesale prices and brochure.

GoDDARD Malt recrumc
Box 502 DErr. ToH, LocAN KS 57646

785-689-4341
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THE ORIGINAL
TIN CEILINGS
AND WALLS
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Cast ngs.

tireplace
Catalogs

Custom Hand
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ACACookers
All cast iron construction for better
tasting fmd. Tt'o siffi. Ten porcelain
enmel colom. Three qpes of fuel.

Send $2 for 16 page color brochure.

Clresic Cookes.RD3 8ox 180-2591
Montpeler. !T 05602 . 802-223-3620

o ilointoin lhe rhorm & beouty of existing windows

(ll0 replorements. l,l0 unsightly lriphtro* storms)

. [liminote Orofb rompletely

o Redure Heoiing & (ooling bilk up t0 30%

o [ow "[" ond UV Prolection ovoiloble

the bertrter altcrnative
WINDOW SYSTEHS

fil DIY h(ollolion

-80 0- 7 43-6 207 FAX -465 7890)
D rive T

o Polenled lrotkles mounling

o fodory dired tuslom sizes

IHUiise"

COPPER.B RASS.B RONZE.PEWTER
COATINGS FOR ALL SURFACES

FAUX FINISHES
ANTIOUE PATINAS

GREEN.BLUE.BROWN.BLACK
FREE BROCHUBE 800.882.7004

a home
.I

spector!
Professional-level

home study.
money and
dependent as a home

inspector. Join a boom-
ing industry! For your
free career literature,
call 24 hours a day.

800-223- 4s42

Call SusaN BoucHER or ANN TMcEy, Media People, lnc.,
1 -800-542-5585, 1 -860-542-5535, Fax: 1 -860-542-6904

MAGAZINE

Make more
be more in-

WIRELESS DRIVEWAY ALARM
A bell rings in your house

anytime someone walks or
drives into your place.

- Free Literatur€ -

OAKOTA ALERT, INC.
BOX 130, EtK PO|NT, SD 5702s

605.356-2772

0
0

I
WeE*days 7:00 a.m. lo 12:00 midnighl

Sat. & Sun. 8:00 a.m. to t0:00 p.m.

BuilD &
WAI.IPAPTR

ilEW LlnilEB wltt?aP:R & Bl,lltDs

FBEE SIIIPPIIIG
o,//v9

TAIG AlI EIINA

OFF

mflilx
xouBs!

ofF
rHATI

UTGDGDDEI{
FLGDGDR.(ERATES
2"r'l0" to 20"x32"

3 lloor models and baseboard model
unfinishsd or prelinished

snd $2.00 lor €lalog aM rsivg a g5 @upon to:

GRATE VENIS9602 Llhde, Avo. ' Crv.tot Lolo. tt 6O0la(l t 5) a5c-a306

CUSTOM lll0UTDINGS
We will match your
existing mouldings!
Measuring & ordering is
easy; we ship anywhere!

1-800-745-2s96
Call for Catalog... g5 t-E
tCrediled towardslour orderl @

THr A.G. SHARP
TUMBERCOMPANY
Architectural Millwo* Since 187O

1900 S. State St., Ghard, OH 4442Os

Jftylen Stoirs

Spirol, Stroight, ond
Curved Stoirs

ALL Sizes & Styles

Steel, Wood, Aluminum

Custom & Stock Kits

Free Brochures &
Foctory Assistonce

l-800-431-2155 exr. St98

http://www.mylen.rom

;

l,
PO.

THE "VERTICAL VALET''
This DUMBWAITER
is specially designed
lor two and lhree
lloor residential
applicalions.

. MICA cabinet.. Custom sized.. lnstalled by anyexperienced Cail lor catalogs &craftsman. lechnical assisiance.

Ultimate Die Corporataon
Tampa, FL 813-620-8847

I

cor PAss curvg p aner
radius:1 S"concave, 6"convex J sellwide
index carbide worksblades. flat

llush olanino
trar<iwoodl

laminate edges
uplo 2-114"

-
M)HFJP9N
Ilr.*

Call for the nam* oi
your nearest clealers.

Mwn,ME0,U64
Qon 997-361s

MiilleGmville, NY12849
(s|8) U2-1280

Fax: 207-997-2966

Sheldon Siate is a familv owned
business with four geneations
of experience. We mine and
manufacture our slate oroducts
from our own quaries. The
range of colors will compliment
anv kitchen or bath. Our slate
is heat resistant, non-porous
and nonJading. lt has a polished/
honed finish and is very low
maintenance. We can helo vou
design and build a custom slnk,
countertop or vanity, or you can
use your imagination. Custom
inquiries are handled through
our Monson, Maine division.

v
a
I
2

prices.

730 N. lndlan

or new -

Bellealr

FRANCIS I&
18TH CENTURY Save Your Plumbing System...

While softening your woter

Whole House'" Magnetic Water (onditioner & Desoler
. Ends mineral deposit build-up
. Protects plumbing system

from conosion
. Softens water
. Longer lasting water heater

and appliances
. (lamps to water pipe in seconds
. Lasts a lifetime

$49.95 + $4.50 s/h
or call 1 -800 -692-5296

YBM Magnetks, ln(., 1 1 0 Terry Dr., Newtown, pA jg940

l\, 
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TH'S OLD HOUSE

BY BEN KALIN

PRICE

$30,ooo

LOCATIOl{

1495 Hubbard Street

Detroit, Michigan

Alfred Husen, a renowned Detroit
booster and tobacconist, spared no

expense when he built his wife's
dream house in 1'867.He stuffed the

house's 13 rooms with plenty of intri-
cate details and decorative flair-
much of which is still evident today.
The first floor includes a foyer and
a large ladies'parlor that has 10-foot
ceilings and 5-foot windows framed
in oak trim. Even though Husen lived
in the Motor City, he refused to get a

car so that he would continue to walk
the 21/z miles downtown every day.

The seller, Randi Vivian, is only
the third owner of the house in 131

years. She bought it in 1991 and

began pumping her own money into
the most pressing needs: patching the

slate roof, rebuilding the front and
back porches, updating the electrical
system and installing a new boiler.
But when a hoped-for renovation
grant fell through, Vivian reluctantly
decided to put the house on the

market. If no buyer comes forward,
she plans to strip off the architectural
details and sell them for salvage. The

house still needs replumbing and cos-

metic work, including a rePlaster-
ing of the walls and ceilings and a

refinishing of the oak floors.

A forlorn 131-year-old Victoian in Detroit, Micbigan, is
still graced uith a uealth of original inteior details. Ornate
castiron radiators (left), an oak fireplace mantel and crystal
chandeliers are a feu of tbe suntioing items. The current
otafler restored the stained-glass fanlight on the front patlor
taind.out (belou) and. ouerhauled the kitchen. Outside, the
horse chestnut tree (top, at left of the bouse) that the first
ouner planted upon the birth of bis daughtet still stands in
the backyard. And beneatb a coueing of cement shingles,

faded clapboards autait a ,reta coat of paint.

GOT?ACT

Randi Vivian

Detrcit, Ml 48209
3t3-640-4124
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