.u LY’T 1999
- % 4 |
]

J‘ll.h. |
‘lll'---

h “ ju

it k

The Best —IE ‘
-IOUS&P'alntg i

‘A Guide to
slowering Shrubs

BBRHGFYH dkdkdkikkkk¥ECAR-RT SORT#4R-006

#27703WLLHDSITDOLE3 25 MM3SR#kL J/A89
DAVID H WILLIAMS 0134
517 HIDDENBROOK DR

DURHAM NC 27703-8683




Call 1-800-950-2438 or visit www.chevrolet.com. Suburban is a registered rademark and Chevy is a trademark of the GM Corp. ©1998 GM Corp. Buckle up, America!

The Zippo Lighter Factory,

Bradford, Pennsylvania.
The Zippo was first made in 1933

and patented in 1936.

&



The Chevy Suburban.

First made in 1936,
never patented.

(Maybe we should have.)

CHEVY SUBURBAN &gur LI KE A ROCK



I’'m the designated

BUILT BETTER THAN IT HAS TO BE”



of like a fridge insidé a fridge.

Now if | can only get him to stop




No place holds more memories than your home. And James Hardie siding products can make sure they're secure. Because

Hardiplank siding is non-combustible, with a guarantee against rotting, warping or swelling for fifty years. Which means




every laugh, smile and act of mischief will be yours to enjoy for a lifetime. To learn how James Hardie "
to protect your next home, just call 1-888-8-HARDIE or visit www.jameshardie.com/th Siding Products




Buyer’s Assurance
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Leonora Marshall, Cardmember since 1987
According to Murphy’s Law, whatever you buy will break exactly
one minute after the warranty coverage expires. But because you
made your purchase with the American Express® Card, coverage is

extended for an additional year. So, Mrs. Marshall, you do have a
leg to stand on after all.

To apply, visit americanexpress.com or call 1 800 THE CARD

do more.
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On this month’s poster, a guide
to shrubs for all seasons.
By WARREN SCHULTZ P. 121
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Key West Project: The Home Stretch 78

After weeks of frenzied renovation, an embellished conch cottage heads for the finish line. By Jack McCLINTOCK

Up In Flames 88

A devastating fire hits This Old House’s extended family and sets the stage for the show’s next project. BY BRAD LEMLEY

A Room That Speaks Volumes 94

A bibliophile adds a library that’s a perfect space in which to gather, entertain, and relax. By CurTis RisT

Stepping Stones 101

Natural rock staircases solve the ups and downs of tricky slopes—and spruce up dull yards. BY JEANNE HUBER

Dream House: Hot Stuff, Way Cool 108

What really makes a house comfortable are the heating and cooling systems you rarely see. By BRAD LEMLEY

Portfolio: Porches 114

Humble or grand, these intimate exterior rooms are America’s original welcome mats. By JoSEPH D’AGNESE

KEY WEST FINALE, P. 78 PONDERING PORCHES, P. 114 ROCK STEADY, P. 101

cover A library? Look again. This 20-by-40-foot addition with a quarter mile of cherry shelving is more than a
reading room—it's a Massachusetts family's interpretation of the new living room, complete with window
seats, stereo, wet bar, and comfortable fireplace seating. See “"A Room That Speaks Volumes," p. 94.
PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI.
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It has the most safety features in its class.
But if you’re wondering what else it offers,
we’d be happy to spell it out.



Introducing 4
the 2000 LeSabre. '
Redesigned to be the

most comfortable

LeSabre ever.

™

/2000 LESABRE BY BUICK @

Visit www.lesabre.com or call 1-800-4A-BUICK.

B 51599 GM Corp Al nights reserved. Buick and LeSabre are registered trademarks of GM Corp, Buckie up. Amecica! Based on RL Pok large sedan segment Some features cptional
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If you knew how well Sears HomeCentral trained its repair specialists, youd know
why we stand behind their work. In fact, our team of 14000 is

so well-trained, we'll guarantee their work on any major brand '.
appliance, no matter where you bought it. SEARS

So if you have an appliance problem, call someone whoknows § HomeCentral
what they're doing. We'll fix it right, guaranteed.

1-800-4-MY-HOME
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JEANNE HUBER [“Stone Steps,”
page 101], a former senior
editor of This Old House,
became intrigued with stone-
step landscaping after notic-
ing that many of the houses
she researched for T.O.H.
were plagued with treacher-
ous backyard slopes and
rickety stone stairs. “I’ve just
been on too many unstable
steps. I wanted to see a pro at
work fixing the problem,” she says. Huber studied preser-
vation carpentry at North Bennet Street School in Boston,
Massachusetts, and is putting her skills to work by reno-
vating a half-century-old clapboard farmhouse on Bainbridge
Island, Washington, with her husband and daughter.

MARTIN MAYO [Poster lettering,
page 121; “Ask Norm” bust,
page 31] likes to create papier-
maché sculptures out of materi-
als that relate to his subject. For
the bust of Norm he used This
Old House magazine pages and
invoices from his day job as a
wallpaper stripper. (For a similar
bust of Steve he made the hair
out of sandpaper.) His other
works include a Bill Clinton bust
for the National Law Journal.
It was Mayo’s wallpaper work that inspired his particular
“found object” style of art: “Removing wallpaper is such a
messy, gooky job, and you have all this usable stuff left when
you're done.” Mayo lives in Woodbridge, New Jersey. He and
his wife are expecting twin Mayos in December.

WARREN SCHULTZ [Poster,
page 121; “Turf Questions,”
page 40], who grew up on a
vegetable farm in upstate
New York, has 10 gardening
books to his credit. Besides
The Chemical Free Lawn
(Rodale Press, 1989) and his
most recent, A Man’s Turf:
The Perfect Lawn (Clarkson
Potter, 1999), he penned a
series called For Your Gar-
den, which includes Walls
and Fences, Shade Gardens, and Arbors and Trellises
(Little, Brown and Company). Schultz lives in Essex Junc-
tion, Vermont, where he gardens, collects old lawn mowers,
and referees basketball games. Love of the sport runs in
the family: Both his daughters play, “which works out well—
unless 1 have to referee their games.”  —Nicole Galland
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This Old House

Be sure to join us every week
on your local PBS station.
Check local listings. www.pbs.org

EHous

This Old House is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston

has a solid foundation...

ACE -
Hafdware INSURANCE -

In September, 1979, This Old House debuted on PBS and began a how-to home
revolution. Now, in our 20th season, thanks to lots of hard work, unflagging
professionalism and a dedication to superior craftsmanship, This Old House has
become the highest-rated home improvement series on television.

We at This Old House couldn’t have done it without the ongoing support
provided by our national sponsors, State Farm Insurance Companies,
Ace Hardware Corporation and The Minwax and Krylon Brands. Many thanks.
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fFrom
June 12 - July 18
you can save
on select
premium products.

Pick up a coupon at your nearest
Benjamin Moore dealer.
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For the Benjamin Moore dealer
nearest you,
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or visit our website
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----- Invisible Danger

| have just read
Curtis Rist’s story
[“Got Lead?” March
1999]. As the parent
of children poisoned
during renovations,
and an advocate for
lead poisoning pre-
vention education, | must clarify a couple of
points: More often than not, lead dust
cannot be seen. Debris can be cleaned up
and an area will still be contaminated with
lead dust. Home owners can be dangerously
comforted by the fact that they have not
seen “clouds or plumes” of dust either
during their project or while vacuuming up
afterward. Lead paint should only be dis-
turbed using safe work and cleanup prac-
tices. But even the most careful and
responsible work habits can cause a lead
hazard if the person performing the work
has not been trained in proper lead abate-
ment techniques.

ANNE M. SHEEHAN, Dover, N.H.

New Details
This Old House is an excellent magazine
and | promote it frequently, but | noticed
that one of my favorite sections has been
eliminated with your new format. The
“Extras” section at the front of the magazine
described new and interesting types of
tools, provided general tidbits of information
and was the “quick and dirty” way to get
some new information on construction.
Please, please bring back this section. |
miss it greatly.

THomas Bounps, via e-mail

We’re glad you enjoyed “Extras” so much.
Like any enterprise, magazines are con-
stantly evolving, and while some readers
like you enjoyed the section, many others
were asking for more information on style
and design. So in lieu of “Extras,” we’ve
invented a new section called “The
Details,” where each month we highlight a
design element for your house including
tips, trends, and styles. You’ll still find
plenty of information on tools and tech-
niques throughout the rest of the magazine.

Heavy Mettle
| could not help but feel a bit smug as | read
“Muscle Stoves,” in the May 1999 issue. The

writers for This Old House are obviously not
acquainted with the Magic Chef range—
American Stove Company’s 1930 flagship
model—in gleaming black and white porce-
lain with chrome trim. We feel privileged to
own one made in 1938. With eight burners,
two broilers, two ovens, and a warming
closet, this gas range combines function
and art. Its accuracy is unquestionable and
we marvel at its durability and the sheer joy
of cooking on it. Although not exactly
portable at over 800 pounds, there was
never a question of bringing it with us when
we moved from San Francisco to the East
Coast last year. Current state-of-the-art
stoves may be more functional, but vintage
versions are more attractive.

PHiL AND RoBiN McMEEN, Duxbury, Mass.

punch list

definition: a list of items incorrectly done or remaining to be

finished on a construction job

April 1999

* In “Top Job,” on page 84, the captions for redwood
and pressure-treated pine or spruce were reversed. The
upper left shingle is pressure-treated; the lower right
shingle is redwood.

May 1999

* The top photo in the “Ideas Notebook™ in House
Calls With Steve, on page 40, was designed by Dalia
Kitchen Design, 617-482-2566, with cabinets and
details manufactured by Mark Wilkinson Furniture of
Broham, England (contact Dalia Kirchen Design).

* The boar galley kitchen pictured in the same article was
designed and built by Beneteau USA; 843-805-5000.

* On the May calendar, the photographer credited for
the pictures of Bruce Irving on the left of the page
should have been Joe Yutkins.

Address mail to: Letters, This Old House magazine, 1185
Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036. Please
include your full name, address, and daytime phone
number, Published letters will be edited for clarity and
length and may be used in other media.
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Call 1-800-6-PAINT-6 for the
_names of the colors shown

' and a deadler near you.
Then you can say “Wow!” for
years fo come.

How do you create a room
that says “Wow!"? With
Benjamin Moore®, that’s how.
Just see a Benjamin Moore
dedler.

He or she has the friendly,
expert advice you want. And
all the Benjamin Moore paint
you need. [t's the brand
professionals trust. The one
that goes on easy, in all the
colors of your imagination.
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@ Benjamin Moore & Co. 1999, All Rights Reserved; Benjomin Moore, Triangle M, Regal and AguaVelvet are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co.

Visit us at our website www.benjaminmoore.com



18 speed bike: $1,225
shipping bike to italy: $235
map of tuscany: 9,000 lira

seven days without email:

priceless |

Platinum MasterCard" has a high spending limit

for the things that matter.

there are some things money can’t buy.

for everything else there’s MasterCard.™

1999 MasterCard International Incorporated www.mastercard.com



OUTTAKES

PHOTOS: RAY AMATI/WARNER BROS.

A

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THIS O0LD HOUSE

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?

WHAT’S MORE IMPORTANT IN A
HOUSE: THE WINDOW DRESSING OR
THE WINDOWS? THAT WAS THE CRUX
OF A RECENT FEUD BETWEEN TALK-
SHOW MAVENS ROSIE O’'DONNELL
AND SALLY JESSY RAPHAEL, AS
THEY CHALLENGED EACH OTHER TO
SEE WHO COULD CONTRIBUTE THE
MOST TO A HABITAT FOR HUMAN-
ITY PROJECT IN PATERSON, NEW
JERSEY. THINGS GOT INTERESTING
WHEN SALLY REVEALED HER SECRET
WEAPON: T.0.H.’S OWN MASTER CAR-
PENTER, NORM ABRAM. “WE FACED
A CONCRETE RETAINING WALL WITH
BRICK, NAILED IN BALUSTERS ON
THE BACK PORCH, PUT SHUTTERS ON
THE PICTURE WINDOW, AND LAID
TILES IN THE KITCHEN,” SAYS NORM.
“SALLY’S NO CHICKEN WHEN IT
COMES TO BANGING NAILS, LET ME TELL YOU.” ROSIE RETALIATED BY HAVING CRAFT-
QUEEN MARTHA STEWART SHOW UP TO SET THE TABLE—AND SIP WINE ON THE PATIO.
MAYBE NORM’S BIASED, BUT HE THINKS HE AND
SALLY WON THE CONTEST HAMMERS DOWN. “You
CAN PLAN ALL THE FAUX FINISHES YOU WANT,” HE
SAYS. “BUT UNLESS YOU HAVE SOMEONE TO BUILD

THE HOUSE, YOU’VE GOT NOTHING TO DECORATE.”

Norm gives Sally a lift in a skit-
steer loader as they rush into battle
against TV’s decoupaging divas.

17



This is a car to astonish. A car that is so different, : stunning to drive. Quick, taut and extremely
so unexpected, and so completely devoid of the muscular, it is so responsive, it moves almost
superfluous, it is almost breathtaking in its by thought as much as physical input. The
controls are right there, and are uncannily
attuned to the driver. All of which makes it

a perfect sports car, and a perfect accord
between performance and art. So, is it any
wonder the roads are waiting nervously, and
with great expectations, for the new Audi TT?

purity. Every line is simple. Every detail is
refined. Everything— inside and out —has a
precision and a clarity about it that is riveting,
You will look at it. And look at it. And look

at it. And then you will want it very badly.
But more than being stunning to look at, it is

Call 1-800-FOR-AUDI or visit us at: www.audiusa.com for more information. MSRP of 2000 Audi TT Coupe is $30,500 not including dealer prep., destination charge, taxes, license. Model shown is



The road is waiting, nervously.

§31,500. Actual dealer price may vary. *Audi” and the four rings emblem are registered trademarks and “TT" is a trademark of AUDI AG. 81999 Audi of America, Inc. AUOI
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WHERE THERE’S A MILL
THERE’S A WAY

ON MOST REMODELING JOBS, THE SILVA BROTH-
ERS REUSE EVERY ORIGINAL DOOR, BALUSTER,
AND PIECE OF TRIM THEY CAN TO GIVE THE REN-

OVATED HOUSE CHARACTER AND TO SAVE MONEY.

TOP: Norm inspects a pine log as
BUT COULD THEY SAL- it comes through the portable
sawmill. BoTTOM: From a cher-
ry picker, a member of Matthew
Foti’s crew cuts off the tree top.

Scanning the trunk with a metal
detector, Foti’s team and Norm check VAGE ANYTHING FROM
for embedded nails and spikes, which

can destroy the saw blade. THE BILLERICA,
: MASSACHUSETTS, HOUSE OF DICK SILVA—
BROTHER OF T.0.H. CONTRACTOR TOM—
AFTER A FIRE CONSUMED IT? NEVER UN-
DERESTIMATE A SILVA. ONE RECENT
MORNING, ARBORIST MATTHEW FoOTI
TOWED HIS PORTABLE SAWMILL INTO

THE FRONT YARD, THEN FELLED AND

STEVE’S
MAINE-STAY

This summer, This Old
House host Steve
Thomas tests bhis
willpower by resisting
the urge to do major im-
provements on his new
Maine retreat. It isn’t
easy. The 1960s “Capey
ranch” comes complete
with what Steve dubs
“o’rama” details: a wal-
nut-grained laminated-
everything kitchen,
“barf-colored” in-
door/outdoor carpeting
in the living room, and a
stuffed pike—the lure
still in its mouth—over
the fireplace. “Eventu-
ally, Ill make improve-
ments, but I don’t want
to lose that island-cot-
tage feeling, even if it
means keeping the funky
pink-and-white bath-
room,” he says of the
three-bedroom house
near the St. George
peninsula. “For now, 'm
going slow, just thinning
the trees to improve the
view. LIl figure out what
Twant to do with the rest
of the place while 'm on
my sailboat, exploring
the crags and coves of
the Maine coastline.”

MILLED A 60-YEAR-OLD WHITE PINE THAT

WAS “CHARRED ON ONE SIDE, BUT STILL
HAD GOOD WOOD IN IT,” SAYS DICK, WHO PLANS TO EMPLOY THE 12-

FOOT-LONG 1X8 BOARDS IN SIX MONTHS, WHEN THEY DRY OUT.

PHOTOS: JOE YUTKINS (SAWMILL); EVY BLUM (HOUSE)




You can spend
your weekend
on the deck.

You can spend
your weekend
on the deck.

OR

Introducing the New GE WeatherMate:'
The fast and easy way to weatherproof your deck.

When it’s time to weatherproof your deck,
do you want to spend your whole weekend on it?
WeatherMate™ is the revolutionary new product
from GE that is applied in half the time of other
brands with twice the coverage! It's the fast, easy
way to clean and protect your outdoor deck.

The New GE WeatherMate™ kit contains
everything you need to clean and protect a 500
square foot deck in three safe and easy steps.
Just add water from your garden hose, spray to
clean, agitate and rinse, spray to protect and
you'll have long lasting GE Silicone’s technology
penetrated deep into your wood to defend
against the elements.

The WeatherMate™ system requires no drying
time between applications so you can spend your
whole weekend on the deck, and love every
minute of it.

Look for WeatherMate™
where quality home

Iimprovement products
are sold.

GE Silicones




CONVENTIONAL WISDOM THIS OLD HOUSE HOST STEVE

THOMAS AND PRODUCER BRUCE
IRVING COMBED EVERY INCH OF THIS YEAR’S KITCHEN AND BATH INDUSTRY
SHOW IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA, OOHING AND AHHING OVER GLEAMING STAIN-
LESS-STEEL APPLIANCES, DAZZLING ZINC COUN-
TERTOPS, ELEGANT GLASS BATHROOM BASINS, AND
OVENS THAT BAKE COOKIES IN THREE MINUTES.
BOTH WERE BEMUSED BY A NEW TOILET THAT WAS
FITTED WITH A CHARCOAL FILTER TO REFRESH BATH-
ROOM AIR. “l THINK IT’S A GREAT IDEA,” STEVE SAID,
LAUGHING, WHILE BRUCE
WAS “HAPPY TO KNOW
SOMEONE’S BEEN WORKING

ON A PROBLEM | DIDN’T

REALIZE MY HOME HAD.” A
SINK WITH A BUILT-IN STEAMER MADE BRUCE’S
EYES BULGE WHEN HE FIRST SAW “THIS CcOOL
SETUP THAT | COULD SHOW OFF TO MY FRIENDS.”
EVENTUALLY, THOUGH, HE DECIDED THAT FOR A
SMALL KITCHEN HE’D “RATHER TAKE THE SAME
MONEY AND PUT IT INTO A TAP OVER THE COOK-
TOP TO FILL CAULDRONS IN SITU.” STEVE, HOWEVER, WILL STICK WITH HIS

OWN LOW-TECH STEAMING METHOD: “A POT WITH 2 INCHES OF WATER.”

REWIND: SWINGING STAIRS

The quest for an intelligently designed drop-down attic stair-
case is a curious obsession of This Old House fans, judging by
the number who've written to ask about the “disappearing”
stairs used in This Old House’s Savannah project house, Home
owners Mills and Marianne Fleming had the southern yellow
pine staircase installed in their 1884 Italianate Victorian town
house so that they could get into the attic 12 feet above with-
out a ladder. The steps glide down with the tug of a chain-
stopping at a 53-degree angle. “These stairs have a full-length
handrail and feel almost permanent—they are incredibly
sturdy,” says Mills, right. For details, see Directory, p. 123.

O UTTAIKE S

ILLUSTRATIONS: JOE CIARDIELLO. PHOTO: PAUL NURNBERG
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Find out exactly Congratulations! You’re a homeowner. Now it looks like you've got some

how much life work ahead of you. But, before the paint, wallpaper and window dressings,

insurance your there’s something important you should do—consider protecting your new

w n'::f’ investment with insurance. Prudential can show you how.

protect your It’s time to get your financial  Rely on The Rock”. Prudential has

new assets in house in order. Prudential’s free been helping people protect their assets

this FREE guide. guide, Congratulations, You're A Homeowner!,  and achieve their financial goals for over
shows you how insurance can help secure your  a century. Why not put Prudential’s decades

Call for yours today! mortgage, protect your new property and your  of experience to work for you?

-800-THE- ily. You'll learn all about the different types

l,?_ugomi e mmce and what might be right for mm;r Start protecting your future

new lifestyle.

Build a sound financial future
with the help of a Prudential
professional. Should you buy term

or permanent insurance to protect your
mortgage? How can I fit college funding

and retirement planning into my new budget?
Is flood insurance necessary? Your Prudential
agent has the answers. Together, you'll
determine which options are best for

you and your family.

today. The sooner you start, the better
off you'll be. Call Prudential today! Ask for
our free brochure.

1-800-THE-ROCK

extension 3081
www.prudential.com

@ Prudential

Like most insurance policies and onnuify controcts, Prudential’s policies and contracts contoin exclusions, limifofions, reductions of benefits and temns for keeping them in force. Your agent con provide you
with costs ond complete defoils, The Prudenfiol Insurance Company of America, 751 Brood St,, Newark, NJ 07102. Confroct [T197 MRA-1999-A037704
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,ﬁ is, inevitably, filled with compromise. Let your kitchen be the one gorgeous exception.

. o . 1 5 i . . .
Presenting the KitchenAid™ Kitchen. Easy Convect™ built-in ovens. Professional-style cooktops.
Our new bottom-mount as well as built-in refrigerators. Sixty-bottle wine cellars. And America's

longest-lasting dishwashers. The KitchenAid Kitchen. Because the perfect kitchen is something

you'll never regret.

KltchenAld

FOR THE WAY S MADE®

Questions? 1.800.422.1230 or www.KitchenAid.com



HOUSE CALLS WITH STEVE

Refreshing a tired, tacked-on kitchen brings harmony to a 1920s Colonial

LEFT: Home owners

] Martha Robinson and
‘e want to simplify our lives,” Martha Robinson told me, as Keith Heard discuss the

her husband, Keith Heard nodded in agreement. “We want to upgrade this kitchen, make the fate of their kitchen’s cen-
layout easy, optimize space, clean it up.” She’s an artist who grew up on the coast of Maine, ter island with Steve
and he’s a maritime lawyer from Mississippi. They moved to Greenwich, Connecticut, five Thomas. 108 Since heou-

oy e : : ¢ e S ; ing in, they've wanted to
years ago. Old paintings of square-rigged ships adorn the living and dining room walls of their

;i . o r update their spacious but
‘ 1924 Colonial, while the back family room and kitchen plain kitchen with new
BY STEVE THOMAS are given over to the paraphernalia of family life: books, cabinets and appliances.

toys, and kiddie collages.

Over coffee, we discussed this drive for simplicity,
admitting that we all share it to one degree or another. For some, the urge to
trade it all in for a lobster boat and a beach shack is a sign of midlife crisis; for
others, it’s millennium fever. In Keith and Martha’s case, the desire to stream-
line is a direct response to a busy life with 7-year-old twins and an inefficient
kitchen. The 16-by-23-foot area serves as the hub of the house, the bridge
between the dining room, the family room, and, via a rear staircase, the upstairs
bedrooms. The problem is that the kitchen occupies an unwieldy bump-out
that contrasts sharply with the house’s traditional character. Renovated 16 years
ago, the space is done in decent, if nondescript, materials and appliances, which
are now at the end of their useful life.

If only new appliances were required, we wouldn’t have made the house call.
Bur there was more. The entire layout needed rethinking and ironing out. Behind

Gor a problematic kitchen or bath? Tell This Old House host Steve Thomas. He'll visit a reader’s house in every issue to help work out a
renovation plan. Write to “House Calls With Steve,” This Old House magazine, 1185 Avenue of the Americas, 27th floor, New York, NY 10036.

| PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN KERNICK




HOUSE CALLS WITH STEVE

FLOOR PLAN a pair of curtained French doors—which, before the kitchen addi-
R T i tion, led to the backyard—sat a washer and dryer with space
to spare. The stairs entered the kitchen at an awkward angle. The
couple wasn'’t sure they needed the butler’s pantry, which con-
tained a sink and shelves that were part of
the house’s original kitchen. Besides the laun-
dry room and bedroom stair doors, three
other entryways opened into the kitchen:
from the butler’s pantry, basement stairs, and
family room. Add to that the fact that every
wall needed new paint or paper and it’s no
wonder Martha yearned for simplification.

Their vision was for a unified great
room/kitchen with adjoining laundry, stor-
age area, and butler’s pantry. That concept
made sense to me, but first we needed to size
up the overall structure from the outside.

As we walked around the yard, the survey
was not encouraging. The front of the house
appeared intact and rather elegant. But sev-
eral additions in the back looked haphazard
and clunky. Were Martha and Keith will-
ing to demolish the back of the house and
start from scratch? They exchanged panicked
looks. Restructuring
the back would cost
more than they
wanted to invest.
Besides, dwelling in
the deeper rings of
renovation hell for
six months to a year
was not a great way
to simplify one’s life.

So we explored
other options: mov-
ing the bathroom, and flipping the kitchen and family room.
But such apparently minor re-jiggering of the floor plan could
render the project vulnerable to the insidious while-we’re-
at-it syndrome, causing modest alterations to mushroom into
major—and costly—overhauls.

The biggest concern was the back staircase. Although cramped,
the stairs are a major artery of the house. “I use the back stairs
three times for every time I go up the front ones,” said Keith, who
wondered whether the stairs could be redirected into the family
room. I pointed out that moving staircases was, in fact, compli-
cated, requiring major structural alterations—and was expensive
to boot. Everyone scowled. “This is what makes renovation inter-
esting,” I said with a laugh. “Everything is interlocked, which
mabkes it hard when you’re trying to unify these spaces.”

In the end, the family decided to stay within the existing
footprint and avoid major structural changes. As is so often
the case, defining the scope of the project allowed us to go on
to the next phase: making the most of what they already had.

For Martha and Keith, the key to a less-compli-
cated life was to make the kitchen command
central, complete with a home office nook and

a multipurpose laundry area. Despite Steve's
contention that having the main sink in the island
would put cooking messes center stage, the couple
decided the set-up provided better traffic flow, a
large prep area, proximity between sink and stove,
and a perch where people could socialize.

ILLUSTRATION: SLATTERY & STANOS




Sometimes you forget the milk.
Sometimes you forget the bread.
Sometimes you forget the store altogether.

With every corner you're lost in the stability of the Concorde LXi’s cab-forward
architecture and low-speed traction control, not to mention the sound of its 225
hp V6. For more information, call 1.800.CHRYSLER or visit www.chryslercars.com.

The new 1999 Chrysler Concorde. LX starting at $22,190. LXi as shown, $26.010

wammenses GIRVOLER CONCORDE




HOUSE CALLS WITH STEVE

Alice Hayes, a designer with Kitchens By Deane in Stamford,
Connecticut, who’d been working with the couple, unfurled her
preliminary drawings on the center island.

First on the list was the space-hogging laundry nook, but I couldn’t con-
vince Martha to move it. “Love it,” she said. “I can throw in a load for

washing, go back to chopping
vegetables and then switch the
load when I hear the buzzer.” To
maximize the space, I suggested
installing a stacking washer and
dryer, a pull-down ironing
board, and counters for folding
clothes. Alice scribbled ideas
onto her plans.

Next problem was the but-
ler’s pantry. Yes, it would be
useful as a bar and staging area
for the dining room, both
Martha and Keith agreed. We
decided to spruce it up with
fresh paint, paper, lighting, and
cabinets while retaining the old
sink and the passageway’s
antique charm.

The third requirement: a bak-
ing area. Martha and the twins

IDEAS NOTEBOOK

Extending the house’s his-
toric character into the
kitchen is a priority. Steve
favored salvaging the porce-
lain enamel pantry sink, but
suggested a stainless-steel
basin for the main work
area. The refrigerator, how-
ever, will be paneled to min-
imize its high-tech look. “I
don’t mind a little stainless,”
Martha says, “but | want the
rest to be traditional.”

love to make cookies together, so we des-
ignated a space near the butler’s pantry
for that purpose. For the working part of
the kitchen—sink, cooktop, and refrig-
erator—I advocated a small, tightly

“I thought about the way I cook
and realized 1 need only the
basics,” Martha says of her
choice of cooktop, double wall
ovens, and hood. “I entertain
only a few people at a time—ten
at most—so [ don’t need a huge

designed galley pushed to the back wall.
There would be room for only one cook
at a time, but new windows above the
sink would make the space seem bigger
and less cavelike. Martha and Keith,
however, balked at giving up an island
where people congregate.

The final item on Keith’s “ugly list”
was the blank, oppressive wall by the
staircase. What about painting a mural?
I asked Martha. The challenge intrigued
her—and the price was right.

Keith and Martha won'’t get the vast,
sleek, ultra-efficient great room-kitchen
they saw in their mind’s eye when we
began, but they will get much of what
they need without having to rebuild the
back of their house or re-mortgage their
lives. Keith brightened at this thought
and, as we shook hands goodbye, he
turned to Martha and said, “Maybe
we’ll get that little cabin on the Maine
coast sooner than we think.” &

commercial-style range.”

REFRIGERATOR

Martha was concerned about
aggravating ber back with a
refrigerator-over-freezer combi-
nation. But she wanted an extra-
wide compartment on top, so
she’s resigned berself to having
to reach down for frozen goods.

CLOGKWISE FROM TOP: THERMADOR, BROAN MFG. GO, INC.. MICHAEL GRIMM, SUB:zERO, DACOR
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Product TCstng ;\'fmmger
It doesn'’t rain all the time
in BencL Oregon. Only
when Dan Stokes wants it
to. Because Dan tests the
seals of our wood windows.
With 8 inches of rain per
hour. Hurricane force, 155
m.p.l':. winds, and countless
other Dan-made extremes.
With a 10-year warranty,*
Pozzi® wood windows are
an attractive choice you
can live with. After a]l,
tlley've alreacl_\' had to live

with Dan.

Free catalog‘:
1-800-257-9663 ext. P6.
WWW.pozzi.com



So, how often do you get burned? With singed
chicken? Half-done roasts? And overdone steaks?

Well, your trial by fire is over.

Presenting the Performer® Charcoal Grill—a
revolutionary combination of our gas and charcoal grills.

It's nothing less than the first charcoal grill to
offer the convenience of a gas start. No matches. No
lighter fluid. No mess. Our patented Touch-N-Go™
Gas Ignition System lights your coals evenly. The first
time. Every time.

With our charcoal baskets, or Char-Baskets™ as we
call them, you'll have control, too. For perfect steaks,
hamburgers and chops, use Direct Cooking by sliding
the baskets together and grilling directly over them.
For juicy prime rib, whole chicken and turkey (yes,
you can grill a turkey), use Indirect Cooking by
sliding the Char-Baskets apart and placing the meat
over a drip pan in the middle.

What's more, it’s easy to add briquettes to the

Char-Baskets, thanks to a hinged cooking grate.

But that's just the beginning. Our patented
thermometer not only monitors the grill's internal

temperature, but also doubles as a meat probe. The

015999 Waber-Siephert

expansive stainless steel work surface lets you keep

THIS SUMMER, MEN WILL SPEND OVER TWO BILLION
HOURS GRILLING. AND APPROXIMATELY ONE
BILLTON HOURS MAKING EXCUSES FOR THE RESULTS.

everything close by. (There’s even a 20-Ib. storage bin for charcoal underneath.) And
our One-Touch™ Cleaning System has three aluminized steel blades that scrape and
sift ashes into a catcher for easy disposal.

When it comes to durability, our guarantee is strong as steel. We robot-weld
heavy-walled steel tubing together for extra strength and stability. Plus, our signature
kettle is made from the finest-grade steel and coated with a porcelain enamel that'll
never rust, peel or fade. Which is why it's easy for us to offer a 45-day money-back
guarantee and five-year limited warranty.

To learn more, call 1-800-99-WEBER (1-800-999-3237) in the U.S. or Canada for

2 weber |

a complimentary copy of the Performer video and brochure. ;

Or visit us at www.weberbbg.com. 'l_




ASK NORM

BUST OF NORM'S HEAD: MARTIN MAYO; PHOTO: MICHAEL GRIMM

How to fix peeling paint, molding walls, and aging shingles

RADIANT-FLOOR WORRIES?

My one-story house, built in 1956, sits on a concrete slab embedded
with the copper tubing for a three-zone hydronic heating system. It
works well, but I'm concerned about the tubing. Other systems installed
in this area at about the same time have gone bad and had to be
replaced with hot-water baseboard units.

A. DENHOLM, AKRON, OHIO

I thought Richard Trethewey, our plumbing and heating expert,
might want to field this one. Here’s his advice: “Several vari-
ables can threaten old-style (copper- or steel-pipe) radiant floors,
but don’t assume yours will fail just
because similar ones have. Tem-
perature control is the main issue.
Radiant-heat systems need a steady
supply of warm water. Sudden
“shots™ of hot water stress the tub-
ing; so does boosting the temper-
ature above 140 degrees, the
maximum for safe operation. And
where tubing enters the slab, the
metal can chafe due to uneven
expansion and contraction. Your
heating system may have none of
these problems, which could
account for its longevity.

“How do you know if your sys-
tem has failed? If you suddenly dis-
cover a cold or hot spot in the floor,
or if you see leaking water or hear
hissing, you might well be in your
neighbors’ shoes. Replacement sys-
tems using plastic tubing can be
installed on top of your old floor,
and they raise the floor level only half an inch. Once you’ve lived
with radiant heat it’s hard to switch to another system.”

ANNOYING NOISE

My furnace has a real drone to it—you can feel vibrations through the
floor. Would switching to a gas-fired system help? Also, my presént:
system takes a very long time to heat up. Is this customary? Our elec-

tric bills are running high, too, and still we don’t have a room in the

house that’s cozy and warm.
NiGeL MARTIN, MARLTON, N.J.

This is what Richard has to say about your problem: “Fuel really
has nothing to do with the sound a furnace makes. Instead, your
system might suffer from a combination of poor design, shoddy
installation, and wear. You might have blowers that are out-of-
round and wobbling, or maybe they’re rubbing against something,

or maybe there’s a loose or broken mounting bracketr somewhere.
Shimmying sheet-metal ducts are also a source of noise. Have a
reputable service company come in and check for the problems
I've mentioned. They can also calculate heat-loss figures for your
house and determine if vour heating system is correctly sized.”

SHINGLED OUT
My century-old house is weathering badly on the south and west sides,
where many shingles are dried-out, warped, and cracked. The shingles
on my barn, however, are in fine shape. The main difference seems
to be that the house is painted and
the barn isn’t. Should I repaint the
house or replace the house shingles?
MaLcoLm Ray, CANTON, MAINE

Your barn’s shingles are fine partly
because they haven't suffered from
years of the central heating cycling
on and off, which drives moisture
through the walls and into the
shingles’ unpainted backsides. The
best solution for your house, I'm
afraid, is a complete reshingling on
the weathered sides; piecemeal
replacement doesn’t make sense
when more than 25 percent are
broken and warping. Leaving
shingles unpainted saves a lot of
time, money, and maintenance,
and I prefer the look—especially
near the shore, where white cedar
and Alaska yellow cedar turn a
pretty silver-gray. But if you paint,
dip-prime first, or buy them pre-
primed: Shingles last much longer when all sides are coated.

GETTING HOMESICK
Friends of mine suffer from multiple chemical sensitivity, which has

-already. driven them out of two houses. Now they’ve got a piece of
land on a hilltop high enough to give them air that's free of pesticides

and pollution. They want to build a chemically safe house but don’t

know where to start.
. PAT SLowinsKl, KNIGHTSEN, CALIF.

Your friends can start by checking with their doctors. After that,

they can head for the Internet. The Healthy House Institute has
a Web site, at www.hhinst.com, that covers MCS, as well as topics
related to making houses more comfortable for people with asthma
or allergies. The site is well organized and easy to use, and includes
articles, a bookstore with an annotated list of related publications,
and an extensive list of links to other sources.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PAST

I found an old scrap of maple attached to a beam in a century-old barn.
Dated 1897 and very faded, it seems to have a written message from

| one of the original builders. Is there a way to make this neat artifact

more legible without damaging it?
9 9ing KEN Janowski, BEACH LakE, PENN.

Lots of old buildings contain such relics because 19th-century crafts-
men often, and quite literally, signed-off on jobs. A colleague
once found both the plasterer’s and the framer’s signatures in his
1888 house in Pennsylvania, and in the March/April 1997 issue of
this magazine a reader told of finding a note from a carpenter dated
1889 in the hollow newel post of his staircase. So you have an inter-
esting little project here. The first thing I'd try is photocopying, with
the machine adjusted for maximum contrast. If you don’t get a leg-
ible copy, check with your local police department: someone there
might be interested enough to show you how police labs “raise”
old or damaged messages and serial numbers.

PROFILES IN SCARCITY

When | owned an 1886 Victorian (with some rather unique detailing | called
“Norwegian Sinister”), | could replace moldings with ease; the same pro-
files were always available. Now | own a late-1940s house—one that
aspires to be a Craftsman-style home, and sometimes succeeds—and |
find that replacing molding is not only difficult but nearly impossible. | need
new “mopboards” (baseboards) with a stepped profile. Do you know of a
source, or are there router bits or shaper heads that can do the job?

Ben LeonaRD, RariD CiTy, S. Dak.

The source for just about any molding profile you can imagine is
a millwork company. Moldings are their business, and if you need
enough to make the setup charges worthwhile, they’ll make the nec-
essary knives and charge you a fair price. Fifteen years ago this was
a slow and expensive process, but now you can fax them a profile
and they’ll grind a knife quickly. If you don’t need much, you can
mill your own molding using a a table saw, a shaper or a router—
all sorts of router bits and shaper cutters are also available from
mail-order catalogs. Just be careful when cutting. And don’t forget,
it’s possible to build complex profiles using layers of stock moldings.

RE-SIDING WITH CEMENT

In the near future, | plan to remove the defective strand-board sid-
ing on my house and replace it with fiber-cement clapboards. The cur-
rent sheathing is a blue foamboard. Because | was told to blind-nail
the new siding to solid sheathing, | plan to remove the foamboard and
replace it with sheets of half-inch MDO (medium-density overlay)—I
have a large supply available to me at no cost. Will it work as sheath-
ing? Will | also need housewrap?

RoOBERT L. BROOKSHIRE, RiICHMOND HiLL, GA.

Tom Silva says the MDO should be fine if you use at least 6d
nails and put housewrap tape over all the joints—that way, you
won’t need housewrap or building paper. Fiber-cement claps should
be power-nailed, but adjust the nailer so that the nail heads rest on
the siding’s surface, leaving room for it to expand and contract.
Having said that, it might be easier to leave the blue foam in place

-
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and nail the cement boards to the studs (unless they are more
than 16 inches on center); you’ll save time and retain the insulat-
ing value of the foam. But check with the siding manufacturer first.

NO-GOOD ROOF WOOD

Our house has a cedar-shingle roof that’s 12 years old and ready for
replacement. Should we use red or white cedar? We're also consid-
ering asphalt or fiberglass shingles, or even clay tiles.

JiM THRASHER, NORTH EAsTON, Mass.

[ can’t see a properly installed cedar roof failing in just 12 years,
unless the builder nailed the shingles over plywood sheathing and
didn’t leave an air space to ventilate their undersides. For replace-
ment roofing, you can use Western red cedar, Alaskan yellow cedar,
or redwood. White cedar shingles are suitable only for sidewalls.
Sure, you can look at other materials, but I'd forget clay tile. It
may last the better part of a century, but it’s rarely seen in New
England, extremely costly, and so heavy that your rafters may not
be able to handle the additional weight.

POLE PORCH

| want to hang a pole porch on the back of my home, but | can’t find any
information about pole construction. Do you have any advice?

Lou LAssaBATERE, PALM DESERT, CALIF.

Maybe you looked in the wrong place. Pole construction is a
simple, quick, and cheap framing system used mainly for build-

_ ASKNORM

ings that house livestock, not people. It’s based on large poles
fastened with nuts and bolts. At each joint there’s usually a
grid connector, which is a gadget that resembles a galvanized
waffle with spikes on both sides. Tightening the nut squeezes
both poles into the spikes, locking them in place. See page 123
for a list of books on this subject.

MISSING A BASEMENT

We're thrilled with our new house and its historic location: Our town-
ship was the site of New Jersey’s first Indian reservation and forms the
largest part of the Pine Barrens/Wetlands Preservation Area. The house
has everything we were looking for—except a basement. We don’t know
why, but it's the only one in our development that has a crawl space. Is
it possible to put in a basement?

RYAN AND KAREN STRADLING, SHAMONG, N.J.

Anything’s possible, but is it legal and cost-effective? My house
has only a partial basement because I decided not to spend a
fortune blasting through solid bedrock at one corner of the foun-
dation. Maybe the water table beneath your house is high, or
maybe there are restrictions on your lot that relate either to the
wetlands or to the former Indian reservation. Perhaps your devel-
oper was trying to save a few bucks on a spec house. (Ask him,
if he’s still around.) If everything checks out okay with the town
building and zoning department, get several bids and weigh the
expense against the advantages of gaining extra space.

Visit the retailer nearest you, or call 1-800-US

STAIN ext. 399.
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FOR WHOM THE PAINT PEELS

An 1893 clapboard Victorian has been in our
family for five generations. It has ornate
woodwork, archways, pocket doors, 10-foot
oak entrance doors, and a coal-burning mar-
ble fireplace. It's on the edge of Ypsilanti,
Michigan, where Preston Tucker lived while
designing his innovative but unsuccessful
automobile. The structure is sound but the
roof and gutters are failing, and paint refuses
to stay on the siding—it peeled less than a
year after a professional paint job. We need

your advice.
RoBERTA BusH-TAYLOR, CHERYL AUERBACH,
SALINE, MiCH.

[ have something of a personal interest here:
My father fell head over heels for the Tucker,
but never had the chance to order one. Any-
way, repair the roof and gutters first—leak-
ing water could be damaging the structure
and could be part of your paint problem too.
Then tackle your siding. The peeling might
be due to poor surface prep (the most com-
mon cause), new paint that’s incompatible
with the old, or water vapor moving
through the walls. Installing exhaust fans in
the kitchen and bathrooms will help remove
excess moisture, as will more thorough
scraping, sanding, and priming before
repainting. Getting back to bare wood is the
best way to minimize the chance of peeling,
but that leaves you with a lot of scraping.
When T.O.H. faced the same situation on
the Watertown project, we decided it was
cheaper and safer (considering the layers of
lead paint) to replace all the siding.

MOLDING AWAY

In my 1955 brick house, mold is abundant in
closets and on some walls. Covering the win-
dows with plastic sheeting hasn’t helped. The
house sits on a 2-foot crawl space, which is
vented about every 8 feet. No water gets in
there, but the space is cool and damp year-
round. Two large oaks in the front yard keep
the house shaded. What do you suggest?

PAMELA KING, ALEXANDRIA, LA,

The window sheeting is making things
worse by trapping moisture in a space

that’s already too damp. But you could |

use plastic in the crawlspace to keep
ground moisture from working its way
into your house. Cover the dirt with 6-mil
plastic sheets overlapped at least six
inches, then cover them with a couple

inches of sand. You didn’t say how big |

those vents are, but in any case, make sure
they’re never obstructed.

LET THE GRAY STAY

My decade-old cedar deck is dark gray where
the sun hits it, but | want a true cedar hue to
match the shaded part. If | stained the deck,
how long would the color last?

PauL CanciaLosl, BROOKLYN, N.Y.

Is it in Brooklyn where they say fugged-
aboudit? That's what you should do. Gray
is the natural color of cedar exposed to the
elements—sunlight guarantees that. Why
fight nature? Leave your deck alone except
to apply a penetrating water-repellent sealer
each fall, and maybe again each spring, to
preserve the wood. Sealer won’t restore the
original color, however, and may even
darken the wood slightly.

FAUCET FIX

Hard freezes aren’t frequent in this locale, but
| want a freeze-proof faucet nevertheless.
Trouble is, my brick-faced concrete founda-
tion is 13 inches thick, and I'd have to enlarge
the hole for the new faucet’s supply pipe to at
least 1'% inches. To do that without chipping
the brick faces I'll probably need a core bit dri-
ven by a rotary-hammer fitted with drill exten-
sions. | need advice on how to achieve the
best results.

L.W. LARSON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

You’ve got it figured out right; now you
just have to amass the expensive equip-
ment. Why don’t you simply use the
faucet’s shut-off valve inside the house?
Down South, that’s really all you need.

Just leave the faucet open so it drains, and

there will be nothing to freeze up. Believe
it or not, I still do that in my house, even
though I have freeze-proof faucets.

LOOKING FOR MONEY

You've inspired me to refurbish my great
grandparents’ late-1800s homestead in rural
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South Dakota. This five-room “little house
on the prairie” has been vacant for about 50
years and will require much work. My dream
is to make the place livable and put some of
the original furniture and fixtures back in. The
original claim shack is also located on the
property. Do you know of any funding avail-
able for restoration projects?

BaRBARA RABA, SELBY, S. Dak.

We are currently restoring our third old house.
It was nearly destroyed by the previous own-
ers, but it’s sitting on 2-1/2 country acres and
we couldn’t pass up the deal. Do you know of
any programs that will help us? On our last fix-
up we didn't make much of a profit, even
though my husband and family members did
all of the work.

CinDY YouNng, CLio, MicH.

These letters seem similar, but the circum-
stances they describe are actually quite dif-
ferent. Barbara’s property in Selby may

| have historical importance, so the possi-

bility of receiving financial help from local,
state, or federal agencies is worth investi-
gating, starting with the county historical
society. Cindy’s house in Clio, however,
involves a standard residence. I'm afraid
the outlook for a grant, or even a low- or
no-interest loan, is pretty dim. Though
Michigan might be among the states grant-
ing “energy-saver” rebates for added insu-
lation, it’s unlikely that anyone (besides
relatives) will give money to fix a house you
plan to sell for profit. For your next rehab,
however, consider a federal 203(k) mort-
gage, which combines purchase and ren-
ovation funds in one package.

HERE’S THE DRILL

My wife and | recently moved into a new
home and found that no one remembered
to secure the dishwasher to the granite coun-
tertop. Can | do it myself?

Eb Dunk, MARION, lowa

Yes. It’s easy, but a bit tedious. Take the
screws supplied by the dishwasher manu-
facturer to the hardware store and get
matching lead expansion shields (mis-
matched screws and shields could crack
granite). Chuck a diamond drill bit (avail-
able from companies that supply stone
countertop fabricators) into a variable-
speed drill at low rpm; cool the bit by
pulling it from the hole frequently. Finally,
insert the shields and drive the screws.

That’s the way it’s usually done. But mod-
ern epoxies are so good that you could
probably just glue the mounting clips in
place without drilling.

STRIPPING COLUMNS

| own a lovely one-story 1905 Queen Anne in
my city’s historic district. Recently, | stripped
the white paint off the porch columns and
found a layer of black underneath. What is it
and how do | get rid of it?

ELisa TRuJILLO, LoNG BEACH, CALIF.

It’s probably a tough old coat of lead paint;
get rid of it the same way you got rid of the
white. Try a stripper made to penetrate
multiple layers. Be sure to follow the direc-
tions exactly (many users remove the strip-
per too soon, before it can fully penetrate).
Just remember to wear gloves, goggles, and
a face-mask respirator.

OIL IT UP

Our house dates to somewhere between
1785 and 1800, and about seven years ago
we put on new cedar roofing. How should we
maintain it? We've asked six or seven roofers
and have not gotten the same answer twice.
One says to just clean the roof with a hose;
others recommend sealants.

MicHeLe anD Tom WEeisz, WiLton, Conn,

I was pretty much intending to ignore the
wood shingles on my roof, except to clean
off leaves and other debris, until I checked
with Tom Silva. He’s used linseed oil, with
excellent results. The oil flattens ourt even
old shingles that have begun to curl, he
says, and adds maybe another five years of
life to the roof. It’s not an annual task—
maybe do it when you have your house
painted, say every seven years. But for
safety reasons, oiling a roof is absolutely
not a do-it-yourself project—I can’t
overemphasize that. &
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Tearing Down the House

Sometimes the best way to
renovate is from the ground up

hree years ago, Christine and John Bowes
learned that a property they’d long had their eye on—a 100-year-old cottage on a 3-acre lot—
would soon come up for sale. The couple knew the house was too small for their needs, and also
felt it was too close to the main road. Worse, a 1960s renovation had stripped the place of most of its
charm. But it wasn’t the house they were after; it was the land. “We’d admired the view for years,”
says Christine. So after buying the property, the Boweses demolished the little cottage and built a
12-room Georgian Colonial in its place, joining an increasing number of home owners who are for-
going major renovation for something far more radical: the tear-down.

Once a rarity, the tear-down—the demolition of a house in order to put up a new one—has become
a growth industry. Patrick Cunningham of C & C Partners, a design-build firm in Los Angeles, has
seen tear-downs literally take over his business. “In 1990, they were about 20
percent of our work. Now it’s more like 98 percent.” The reasons for the
boom are simple: Rising wealth and low interest rates have fueled enormous
demand for empty land in metropolitan areas, along coastlines, and in other
prime, heavily developed areas. But the scarcity of those kinds of properties has made their prices sky-
rocket, aiming the spotlight on parcels like the one the Boweses bought. “You have relatively modest homes
sitting on very valuable land,” says Scott Halliday, president of a home-building company in Ocean
City, New Jersey. It’s that combination—basic house, nice lot—that people are increasingly eyeing, and
buying, fully intending to whack the structure and start over. Tear-downs can also make sense for
home owners who are happy with their location but utterly dissatisfied with their house.

To be sure, a tear-down may seem drastic and wasteful, but it can nonetheless be an economical way
to get the kind of house you want in the place you want it. “Many people who come to us for tear-
downs are paying less for the house and the land than they’d pay for an undeveloped parcel,” says New
Canaan, Connecticut, builder-developer Caroline Wheeler.

Besides the potential front-end savings, a tear-down makes sense when extensive remodeling—even when
it’s coupled with a large addition—simply isn’t feasible. Many superb lots are occupied by *50s, *60s, or

BY CLINT WILLIS

EEEUSTRATION BY PETER HOEY
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THREE WAYS TO
MAKE YOURSELF
COMFORTABLE.

PowerSaver'Air Conditioner

High efficiency means lower power
bills and low sound ratings mean
quiet operation. Made with enhanced
coil guards to prevent damage and
reduce the possibility of leaks, the
PowerSaver comes with a 10-year
compressor warranty.

Elite 14™ Air Conditioner

Energy-saving two-speed compressor
reduces power bills, while a low
sound rating means quiet operation.
A 10-year compressor warranty cuts
repair costs, while enhanced coil
guards prevent damage and reduce
the possibility of leaks.

Elite 14™ Heat Pump

Perfect for zoning, the Elite 14 Heat
Pump is built to be both energy-
efficient and quiet. Its enhanced coil
guards prevent damage and help
prevent leaks, while the compressor's
10year warranty keeps repair costs low.

For more information, see your local Lennox

Dealer or call 1-800-9-LENNOX.

LENNOX

OMNE LESS THING TO WORRY ABOUT."

www.lennox.com

LN
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*70s ranch-style or split-level houses that have
little appeal to people looking for larger, more
traditional designs. In addition to their aes-
thetic shortcomings, post-war houses often
have small kitchens and bathrooms, low ceil-
ings, and inadequate wiring. “It’s cheaper
to start from scratch than to bring many
houses up to today’s standards,” says Wheeler.

What’s more, financing a tear-down isn’t
all that difficult or exotic. As with any new
construction, a lender will use blueprints to
appraise the house-to-be and lend an amount
based on that value. If you are tearing down
a house you own, the bank will use some of
the loan proceeds to pay off the existing mort-

gage and disburse the remainder over the
course of the demolition and construction.
Yet while financing may be relatively sim-
ple, tear-downs can be anything but, starting
with finding a suitable property. Ideally, you
want a great piece of land with a wreck of
a house so you won’t end up paying a lot
for a dwelling that has no future. In partic-
ular, avoid a place that’s been freshly remod-
eled, since it’ll likely come on the market at a
premium price. Before you buy, have an archi-
tect and a builder—preferably with tear-down
experience—assess not only opportunities,
but also potential problems of building on the
site. “Putting up a larger house on a relatively
small lot can pose significant design and con-
struction challenges,” says Cunningham.
Professionals who’ve worked on tear-
down projects can tell how much new con-
struction will fit on the property, how to
take advantage of views, and which trees
and other landscaping can be saved. “It’s

N e LB S

hard for owners to visualize what the new
house will look like,” says Wheeler. “The
existing one gets in the way.”

Your builder should also find out about
zoning requirements (see “Towns vs. Tear-
downs”) and, in areas that are less devel-
oped, the likelihood that someone will put
up a house on an adjoining lot, This is infor-
mation a contractor can get from town hall
or from other builders. “You want to make
sure you’ll have that view for a lot longer
than just a year or two,” says Cunningham.

Your architect/builder duo should also
confirm that a tear-down will be more eco-
nomical than a major renovation. When com-

paring cost projections, the tear-down
numbers should include a realistic amount for
demolition. Taking down a one-story ranch,
for example, might cost between $5,000 and
$10,000, but a two-story Colonial with, say,
a concrete terrace and a detached garage could
run from $10,000 to $20,000.

If remodeling still seems likely to be
cheaper than demolition, give careful
thought to the compromises that a reno-
vation could require. Would you end up
with the same low ceilings? Can the old
walls accept windows big enough to
brighten dark rooms? Will there ever be
enough storage? The more you want from
a renovation, the more likely it is that a new
house will be better able to provide it. Also
bear in mind that a new house can maintain
a higher resale value than one that’s been
extensively remodeled, especially when
paired with that most desirable of real estate
features: location, location, location. &




\ Maybe there’s something and cool again. Take our Elite 14 and

R about your living room — - ; PowerSaver air conditioners and our

IMEEEESS| that brings to mind a Elite 14 heat pump, for example.

bed of hot lava. Or maybe you have a _ They're all quiet, efficient energy
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Turf Love

W

40

BY WARREN SCHULTZ

Now’s the time to give patchy, weedy lawns a little TLC

n spring, when lawns look their best, our
optimism grows along with the burgeoning blades
of grass. Surely, we hope, this plush carpet is here
to stay. But as spring gives way to summer, weeds
intrude, drought and disease take their toll, and the
emerald turf begins to show other colors, a paler
green or, worse, yellow or brown. And that just
won’t do for anyone who wants an unblemished
expanse of 100-percent grass. The quest for per-
fection, while rarely consummated, often leads to
the application of massive and expensive doses of
chemicals. But there are easier, less toxic ways to fix
flaws and have a lawn that’s virtually trouble-free.

Take weeds, for example. A few of them
dotting the turf is little cause for concern,
but when they threaten to dominate, think of
the lawn as though it were a garden: Flower
beds get weeded and so can lawns, and in a sur-
prisingly short time with a long-handled tool that
lets you stay on your feet.

To be sure, a lawn overrun with weeds may need
a little chemical help from a well-chosen herbicide.
Once weeds have been eliminated, new ones can be
stopped with an effective non-toxic herbicide that
might already be in your pantry:
corn gluten meal. One application

To help keep weeds, bugs, and dis- a year (about 10 pounds per 1,000
eases at bay, and to conserve soil

moisture during dry spells, set the
mower so it makes a high cut.

square feet, in early spring) can stop
dandelions, crabgrass, purslane,
and other undesirables before they
start. Spreading corn gluten in Sep-
tember will shut down such fall bloomers as hen-
bit, chickweed, and crabgrass.

Eradicating weeds, however, only treats the
symptom of a larger problem: poor soil and other
conditions that inhibit turf growth and allow
unwanted plants to elbow their way in. Noth-
ing encourages weeds more than compacted soil.
To find out if you have it, jam a screwdriver into
the turf after a rainstorm; if sinking the shaft up
to the handle takes a great deal of effort, the soil

PHOTOGRAPH BY CRISTIANA CEPPAS
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needs to be loosened up. For lawns under half an acre, a hand aer-
ator—a couple of hollow tubes on a long handle—will do the job.
When pushed into the ground and then pulled out, the tubes
extract sausages of soil and deposit them on the surface. For larger
lawns, rent a power aerator. Follow the aeration with a top-dress-
ing—covering the lawn with a Y-inch layer of sand, topsoil, or
finely ground compost—which will help break up the soil even
more and reintroduce beneficial microorganisms.

Other critters that are bigger and far less friendly can kill large
patches of grass. Grubs, for example, live underground as white-
colored larvae that cut grass plants off at the roots. In cases of
severe infestation, big mats of turf turn brown and become loose
enough to lift from the soil. To check for these bugs, cut a square-
foot patch of sod, roll it back, and look at the roots. If you find
more than six grubs, treat the entire lawn in late summer or early

patch, dollar spot, fusarium patch, or snow mold. Any of these must
be dealt with or they can turn grass into black mush or create brown
spots virtually overnight. If you look closely, you may see strands of
fungus on the grass, and striped or rust-colored blades. Most dis-
eases can be controlled by fungicides such as iprodione, thiram, and
mancozeb—at least temporarily. For the long run it’s better to
alter the conditions and practices that give rise to disease. These
include too much shade, excessive moisture, poor

air circulation, and, ironically, too many applica-
tions of chemical herbicides, fungicides, pesticides,
and fertilizer, all of which can kill worms, bacteria,
and other beneficial soil life and allow diseases
to get the upper hand. Preventive measures include
watering only when necessary (and never in the

Webworms
chew crowns

fall with an insecticide containing carbaryl
or neem. Or apply milky spore, a safe bac-
terial agent that colonizes in the soil and

continues killing grubs year after year.
Other insects are usually minor nuisances,
but occasionally chinch bugs, sod web-
worms, and billbugs, to name a few, do
enough damage to warrant treatment. You’ll
see their handiwork as holes

NP in individual blades and as
_‘":{ patches of dying turf. To
-"(.‘"}.“‘ ) look for blade-eating bill-

X bugs, run your hands over

a square yard of grass; if
more than 20 insects

Chinch bugs
devour blades

emerge, treat the lawn with
insecticidal soap or pyrethrum. Crown-
dwelling insects such as chinch bugs are more
difficult to flush out because they spend most
of their brief lives deep in the plant. To find
them, remove both ends from a two-pound
coffee can, sink it into the ground, and fill it
with soapy water. If more than 10 insects
land in the water after 15 to 30 minutes, the
lawn needs a billbug treatment.
If it’s not insects making your lawn look
ratty, it could be a disease such as brown

THE WAY TO MOW

Mowing can be the best or the worst
thing you do for your lawn. The right
treatment includes cutting often—
up to twice a week—and setting the
mower high. How high? Each grass
species has an optimum height: 4
inches for tall fescue, 3 inches for
bluegrass and St. Augustinegrass,
and 2'% inches for ryegrass. Here
are some more tips:

* Removing more than a third of
the blade shocks the plant, which
can weaken the turf. If a lawn looks
a little brown the day after a mow-
ing, it's been cut too low.

* Cut the grass slightly below its
maximum height through most of
the season, but raise the mower %
inch during hot or dry periods.

+ If the lawn takes on a gray cast
after mowing, or the grass has
ragged tips, the mower blade
needs sharpening.

* Cutting along the same rows week
after week can create ruts of com-
pacted soil. Vary the route about
once a month.

evening), fertilizing no more than twice a year,

aerating the soil, and pruning shrubs and trees
to reduce shade and improve air circulation.
In some cases, the turf will have to be com-
pletely replaced with a more disease-resistant
or shade-tolerant variety. It may even be nec-
essary to give up on grass entirely and put
in ground covers or paving stones.
Lawn problems can also

be caused by things less sin-
ister than bugs or diseases:
For instance, someone may
have spilled gasoline, pesti-
cide, or fertilizer; or the

White g_-rubcf
eat roots |

neighborhood dog may have
been making its rounds. Tree
and shrub roots can also create bare spots, as
can poor mowing practices (see “The Way to
Mow™). Before attacking bugs and diseases,
eliminate all these possibilities. |

That’s actually good advice for dealing with
any problem—question the cause. Get to
know your lawn. Find out where shade lingers
in the morning or where water puddles after
a rain. Keep track of when you mow, water,
and fertilize. In the process, you’ll discover |
that lawn problems aren’t such a mystery, and |
that solving them isn’t so difficult. &
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Lawrence Zechmeister makes everything by hand,
even the lumber, which be cuts from white cedar and
white pine logs and dries in bis shop. To get a com-
pleted cupola up on the roof, Zechmeister used to
strap the whole unit on his back and climb a ladder,
which, he says, “nearly killed me a couple of times.”
Now be lightens bis load by building the structure
in three pieces that be can baul up one at a time. In-
stalled, his cupolas cost from $1,600 for a two-foot-
tall unit to $§10,000 and up for one that's bigger and
more elaborate.“I never build the same one hwice,”
says Zechmeister. “What would be the thrill in that?”

PHOTOGRAPHS BY
ROBERT NEUMANN

Name: Lawrence Zechmeister
Profession: Cupola builder

Workshop: St. Clair Shores, Michigan

fter working as a carpenter for several
years, Lawrence Zechmeister thought he’d built every-
thing—until 1979, when someone asked him to restore
a cupola atop a historic barn. “I said, ‘Sure, but I have
just one question: What the heck is a cupola?””

He soon learned that cupolas have been perched atop
barns for centuries, venting away heat and stale air through
louvered sides. Their close relative, the widow’s walk, gave
wives of seafarers a place to watch for ships returning home,

Today, of course, they’re also an

icon of traditional residential

architecture, adorning house and

garage rooftops, though only
sometimes performing their original function.

When passersby saw what Zechmeister did on that
barn project, he started getting calls from home owners
wanting to give their houses a crowning touch. Eventu-
ally, Zechmeister, now 45, dropped carpentry altogether
and taught himself how to make everything from the
cupola’s arched windows to its shaped copper roof and
even the weather vane that often twirls on top. For inspi-
ration, he searches out and sketches historic houses and
incorporates details from them into his designs.

Building one of his eight-sided creations can take a
month or more, after which Zechmeister always does the installation, not want-
ing to leave the critical details of waterproofing to anyone else. “Once it’s up,
somebody always seems to bring out
a bottle of a champagne,” he says.
“People really love these things.”

Some owners take their passion to
extremes. Zechmeister knows of sev-
eral who took their cupolas with them
when they moved. And before two of
his customers headed for the great
cupola in the sky, they instructed in
their wills to have their ashes stored
in the ones they left on Earth. “That’s
the way it is with cupolas,” says Zech-
meister. “One day you don’t know
what they are; the next day they
encompass your whole life.” m

BY CURTIS RIST
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Cars are small. Too small. Your dog gets claustrophobic. Your gear

gets cleisiophobic (fear of being locked in small, enclosed spaces).

Your significant other gets hodophobic (fear of road travel). It’s
enough to make you lyssophobic (fear of going mad). Which is just
another way of saying, at Isuzu, we’re carophobic. That’s why we

make the surprisingly spacious Isuzu Rodeo. With 81.1 cubic feet

of cargo space, you would be crazy to drive anything smaller.
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BY CURTIS RIST

ew things influence the look of
a house exterior more than a new
coat of paint. It adds style, fresh-
ness, and color—whether it’s the
wild palette of a Victorian or the
sedate tones of a Colonial. It’s also
a singularly American phenome-
non, says architect Robert A.M.
Stern. “Other cultures built houses
of masonry, but we turned to
wood—and, by necessity, to paint.”

That’s because paint is far more
than a decorative element. “People

Pri me Pa i nt put paint on their houses for looks,

but what they’re really doing is pro-

A |0ng—|a$ting JOb StartS W|th a peek |nS|de the can tecting the wood,” says Tom Sil\ra,

T.O.H. general contractor. Paint

keeps out water, which fosters rot, and blocks the degrading effects of ultraviolet radiation. It may be, in

fact, the perfect preservative. The clapboards on the recent T.O.H. project house in Milton, Massachusetts,

for instance, survived nearly 300 years before the show stripped them bare. Reprimed, then covered with two
topcoats, the old siding is ready for the next century.

If only the paint itself were as durable. Bombarded by weather, baked by the sun, stretched and com-
pressed by wood’s continuous swelling and shrinking, a paint skin just five thousandths of an inch thick
(think of a sheet of newspaper) can maintain its grip for only so long. If made of the right stuff and applied
to a properly prepared surface, that skin should look as good in a decade as the day it was brushed on. But after
that, even the best coatings need to be refreshed. Then it’s time to pay another visit to the paint store and choose
among the myriad options lining the aisles.

To make the right choice, first know what’s being painted. (Is it trim, siding, or decking?
If bare, is it redwood, cedar, or pine? Or is it already painted?) Then turn this page and get

Fresh paint puts a new face

on this 1870 Victorian and acquainted with the ingredients, which will help you create a finish that’s as durable as it is
protects its wood exterior beautiful. “Wood’s great,” says painting contractor Andrew D’Amato of Milton, Massa-
from wear and tear. chusetts. “But what’s really remarkable is the paint that covers it up.” (continued on page 48)

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ORISTAGLIO/ESTO




Just as an exquisite frame glorifies a
work of art, a roof can add great
visual impact. And with Celotex®
Premium Laminated Shake
Shingles the beauty is more than
just visual. They are made to with-
stand damaging brute-force winds
and wind-blown fiery embers. And
they come with 25 @3\ %
years to lifetime war-

ranties, plus they -

have earned the

_Good Housekeepmg

Seal. All very comforting benefits
indeed, but when you see the pro-
nounced shadow effects created by
the husky thickness seen only in a
cedar shake roof...well, just look for
a Celotex Roofing Contractor in the
Yellow Pages. They are ready and
waltmg to show you shakes that
.3{_2;,-.__ are too beautiful to be

“g it called just shingles. They
- Will give your home the
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INTRODUCTION TO PAINT TYPES

Most oil-based paints have resins made from chemically modified soy or linseed oils (alkyds) dis-
solved in mineral spirits. The so-called latexes have vinyl or acrylic resins suspended in water.
The oils level out and adhere better, and can be applied in cooler weather (40 degrees instead of
50 for latex), but the latexes are easier to clean up, less polluting, and more breathable, flexible, and
durable, depending on the quality of the resins. Painter Andrew D’Amato uses latex for the body of
the house and saves oil for the trim, where he wants a glossier sheen, free of brush marks.

PRIME A coat of primer lays the
foundation for a lasting paint job.
Primers are paints formulated with
a high proportion of binder in order
to adbere tightly to wood and to the
next layer of paint. But they are low
in sun-blocking pigments and so
need two topcoats for full protection.
Water-based primers have improved
greatly in recent years, but D’Amato
still prefers the oil-based varieties for
their ability to penetrate and to
block the stains that bleed out of
redwood and red cedar.

PREP Water-repellent wood preser-
vatives are transparent coatings.
When applied to bare wood, they
dramatically extend paint life,
according to researchers at the U.S.
Forest Products Laboratory and else-
where. “Water vapor migrating in
and out of woaod is the primary rea-
son paint peels,” says Mark Knaebe,
a chemist at the Laboratory. “A
treatment with a paintable water
repellent stabilizes the wood so paint
stays stuck.” Applying more than one
coat, however, may invite peeling.

PAINT Finding quality takes detec-
tive work. Look on the label for 100
percent acrylic resins, which are gen-
erally recognized as more durable
and fade-vesistant than the alkyds or
the similar-sounding vinyl acrylics.
Also, look for high levels of titanium
dioxide in light-colored paints. (Iron
oxides are the pigments in dark
paints.) If the ingredients are not
listed on the label, ask the paint store
for a material data safety sheet
(MSDS). It will list some, though not
all, of a paint’s constituents.

STAIN Not to be confused with pen-
etrating stains, solid-color stains are
actually thin, film-forming paints
that allow wood texture to show
through. They brush on with ease,
bave no sheen, and have less build-
up (their film thickness is less than
half that of paint). But thinness bas
its downside: a shorter lifespan. Two
coats of solid-color stain might last
six years before they need recoating,
compared to eight or 10 years for
paint. Like any paint, solid stains
should be applied over a primer.

PHOTO: BENJIMEN OLIVER



M EASSIEES R AT VRS

SPECIALTIES OF THE HOUSE

Latex paints claim the lion’s share of the paint market in the United States, but several oil-based coat-
ings have staked out some important niches, in part because of their ability to resist moisture, stick
to surfaces, level out brushstrokes, and hold a high gloss.

WET GLEAM

This Dutch-made marine-grade en-
amel is a lustrous, oil-based paint
suited for boats or houses. It’s
applied in thin coats, because it
contains an abundance of finely
ground, highly opaque pigments—
more than 70 percent by weight.
The manufacturer also offers a
breathable oil-based house paint
designed to solve peeling problems.

HIT THE DECKS

Porch and floor paints have to survive the
added burden of gritty foot traffic, so
they’reoften urethane-fortified. An anti-
slip aggregate should be added when
used on uncovered decks, otherwise this
shiny coating gets slick as ice when wet.

NATURE'S WAY

Nearly all paints, including latexes, use binders and

solvents synthesized from petroleum distillates. A

—— line of non-synthetic paints from Germany contains

Wesswss binders from plant oils (linseed, castor, and pine),
and solvents from orange and citron peels. The paints
aren’t petroleum-free—one of the solvents is an
undistilled petrochemical—but the manufacturer
says they are biodegradeable, won’t cause smog, and
don’t have to be treated as hazardous waste.

PHOTO: BENJIMEN OLIVER




CRAFTSMAN INNOVATION

OFTEN COMES FROM TALKING
TO PEOPLE WHO USE TOOLS
Your ideas help us develop
several power and hand tool
innovations each year. For
instance, we talked to wet/dry
vac users who told us they
would like a vac that wouldn't
tip over and a hose that
wouldn’t come loose when
you pulled on it. The result?
The new Craftsman low profile
vac with a Pos-l-Lock hose.
But, we went a little further.
We gave it a newly designed
motor that runs quieter even
with more power. Thanks to
you, Craftsman tools keep

getting better.

CRAFTSMAN IS THE

#1 RATED QUALITY

BRAND IN AMERICA!

In @ major consumer study,
American men ranked
Craftsman the #1 brand in
quality.* When Craftsman
tools were first introduced, the
goal was to make the most
dependable, innovative and
affordable tools ever made.

In the last 70 years, we've
never strayed from that goal.
*Source: January 1998
Equitrend® Brand Survey
conducted by Total Research®
Corporation. Top 5 quality brands
as rated by American men:

1. Craftsman. 2, Mercedes Benz.
3. Kodak. 4. Chiquita. 5. Hallmark.
Discover more innovative tools
at www.sears.com/craftsman

AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY
AT SEARS AND SEARS
HARDWARE STORES.

TAMES TRICKY PROJECTS!
Our Craftsman 11-in. band
saw has been re-designed for
improved wheel alignment,
giving you greater capacity
with more control. Electronic
variable speed. Quickrelease
blade tension adjustment.

THE FUTURE OF TOOLS,

Craftsman® innovation backed by 70 years of

NO TIPPING ALLOWED!
Craftsman low profile
16-gallon wet/dry vac is
designed shorter and wider to
help prevent tipovers. Plus the
hose locks into the base and
won't come loose when pulled.

Detachable blower
for powerful lawn
and garage cleanup

The drain port is
designed lower for
maore thorough draining



COVERING ALL THE ANGLES!
Craftsman 15-in. drill press
with an adjustable worktable
that tilts up to 40 degrees.
The powerful 12 speed motor
gives you ultimate flexibility.
Built-in worklight has its own
separate switch.

Rack and pinion table
elevation for easy,
precise height
adjustments

Depth adjustment gauge
allows precise drilling of
repetitive holes.

70 YEARS IN THE MAKIN&!

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back at Sears|

High-speed sanding leaves a
smooth, even finish in much
less time than hand sanding.

SMOOTH CURVES AHEAD!
Craftsman oscillating spindle
sander is designed for delicate
sanding and shaping of

curved areas. The spindle
simultaneously turns at

2,000 rpm and oscillates

up and down 58 times

per minute.

CRAFTSMAN

MAKES ANYTHING POssIBLE™




WE DIDN'T
DESIGN IT TO
HIGHER STANDARDS
TO WIN A BUNCH
OF AWARDS.

OR DID WE?

TRUCK INTERIOR OF THE YEAR BEST RIDE AWARD GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
Inside Automotive Machine Den’gn Popufur Science
READER'S CHOICE AWARD Top 100 CONSTRUCTION
Topr Pickup BEsST P1ckuUP ProDUCTS OF 1998

Farm !na’usrg‘ News Automobile Magazme Construction Equipment

THE ALL-NEW

SIERRA GMCE

Do one thing. Doit well™

©1999 GM Corp. All rights reserved. GMC Sierra and GMC logo are registered trademarks of General Motors Corporation
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Bungalow Bump Out
More room for the ‘90s, while
retaining a ‘20s charm

oving from a cramped one-bedroom

apartment in 1988, Michael and Margriet Finnegan reveled in the stuc-
coed 1925 bungalow they found on a quiet street in Cos Cob, Con-
necticut. They loved its broad front porch and cozy rooms, as well as

the fieldstone wall surrounding the deep backyard. But after 10 years, the
two-bedroom house’s 1,200 square feet began squeezing them tighter than

a bad pair of shoes. There were barely any built-in closets, and Margriet—
who manages a women’s clothing store—had to

Architect Duo Dickinson  keep her prodigious wardrobe in the basement.
grafted a dramatic addition  The tiny bathroom made it difficult for them to
onto the back of Margriet oo 1034y for work at the same time, and in

AFTER PHOTOS: MICK HALES; BEFORE PHOTOS: DUO DICKINSON

| and Michael Finnegan’s bun-

galow, which increased their
living space by 70 percent.
The master bedroom and
bath are upstairs. Down-
stairs, in the family room
and expanded kitchen, they
now enjoy a view of their
backyard through a triptych
of 8-foot- high windows.

houses. “But I wanted something with some personality,” says Michael,
and Margriet wanted something that made the most of their beautiful yard.
Eventually they found architect Duo Dickinson of Madison, Connecticut—

the kitchen they were jammed elbow to elbow
washing and drying dishes at the enameled iron
sink. “We were squished,” says Michael, a print-
ing salesman. “We couldn’t afford to move up,
and we also loved this place. We decided it
would be better for us to stay and add on.”
The first architects the Finnegans talked to
proposed building boxy ells with decks in the
back—just like the ones on many neighboring

and an affordable solution to their dilemma. Dickinson sketched an imag-
inative 800-square-foot addition to the back of the house that would
give them a new master bedroom and bath, a larger kitchen, and new family room (see “Whimsy on a
Budget,” p. 55). “It would have been easier to just tear the house down, or add something huge that
would stick its tongue out at the original,” says Dickinson. “But I thought this was the sweetest little

house; I wanted to preserve that feeling.”

He didn’t feel as kindly toward the floor plan, a classic
four-square with small rooms clustered around a center
stairwell. This layout had locked the

Finnegans into an antiquated Ozzie-and- BY CURTIS RIST

Harriet way of life, where every room had a

separate function. When they entertained, for instance, it
was, “sit down in the living room, eat in the dining room,
then wave good-bye,” says Dickinson.

At first, he fit the new rooms in a curved addition, but the
cost was at odds with the Finnegans’ budget. Instead, they
agreed on a trapezoidal footprint, partly because the shape
looked nice (“Duo’s never met an angle he didn’t like,” jokes
Michael), and partly because it would let them sneak the car
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Michael and Margriet Finnegan had one thing clearly in mind
when they expanded their house: “We wanted a family room
that stepped down from the rest of the house, and that had
windows looking out the back,” says Margriet. The two-
story addition Duo Dickinson designed for their house

gave them just that—complete with a fireplace and a
soaring 11-foot ceiling. They also got a new bedroom,

a large walk-in closet, an upstairs bath, and a larger
kitchen downstairs. By specifying stock cabinets

and laminate countertops, Dickinson was able to

give them what they needed—more space—at a

price they could afford. “The design always came

back to the budget,” Dickinson says. That didn’t stop

him from indulging in some architectural whimsy: note

the tapered chimney poking out of the roof and the giant
brackets supporting the eaves.

past the house and into the garage out back.

While designing the addition went smoothly, the task of build-
ing it didn’t. The Finnegans hired a contractor recommended by
Dickinson, and not long after the back roof was ripped off to begin
the framing. Margriet went to stay with her mother, but Michael
insisted on staying put, to keep an eye on construction. “He slept on
a daybed in the dining room, with his suits on a curtain rod, and the
wind howling through,” says Margriet.

In retrospect, it’s a good thing he did: Midway through construc-
tion, he noticed fewer and fewer workers showing up. Construction
ground to a halt as the contractor went broke. Rather than get bogged
down in a long and costly court battle, Michael jumped into action and
made himself contractor. “I went to town hall, put my name on the
permits, and that was it,” he says. Although he had no experience in
construction, with the help of Dickinson and Tim Peterson, the lead
carpenter for the original contractor, Michael managed to complete the
project only three months behind schedule.

As it was, the Finnegans spent around $135,000 on their addition,

From the street, the only sign of Dickinson’s

two-story addition is a gable peeking over about $20,000 more than they had originally planned due to their
the original roof line. “We kept all the front contractor’s untimely bankruptcy. But rather than feeling embittered, they calculate
elements the same,” he says. “That way, the their happiness using a different ledger. They still have the pretty little house they’ve

house still fits into the neighborhood.”

always loved, only now it has air-conditioning, two bathrooms, three bedrooms, a
fireplace, a kitchen that’s doubled in size, and a dishwasher, “our first in 10 years,”
says Margriet happily. Gone are the days of cramped closets—the Finnegans actu-
ally get dressed in the same room—and of old-fashioned formality. Now both living
room and kitchen flow into the spacious new family room, inviting people to con-
gregate, socialize, and enjoy the backyard. “They can have a bunch of people over
in the evenings and sit around, watch TV, eat and talk anywhere and everywhere,” says
Dickinson. “It’s a relaxed, *90s way of living.” &

ILLUSTRATION : NICHOLAS STANOS AFTER PHOTOS: MICK HALES; BEFORE/ PHOTOGHS: DUO DICKINSON
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The most important part of any remodeling job is finding a contractor who can nail the details. Enter ImproveNet.
We screen over 600,000 contractors, architects and designers and help pair homeowners with the most reliable ones in their
area. We check everything from professional references to licensing, legal and credit history, so you don’t have
to. And because we're independent, contractors can't pay to get into our matching service. Whether it's for a
large project (kitchen, bathroom, deck) or a small repair or maintenance job (painting, plumbing, wiring), we
can recommend up to four willing, available and, most important, ImproveNet-certified contractors, usually within 48 hours. So

why take a leap of faith on your next home improvement project? Visit us on the Web or over the phone at (800) 638-2929.

To find a reliable contractor for free, visit

www.ImproveNet.com




AL TOTO, we believe a toilet should be more than a common bathroom fixture. That's why we TOTO
offer the Warmlet heated seat to comfort you on even the coldest days. Want to know more? y
Visit your local TOTO dealer today. And get the toilet that satisfies both mind and booty. Perfection by Design

To receive a free 30-page guide to TOTO toilets and the
name of your local TOTO dealer. call 1-800-350-8686 (ext.1009).

TOTG
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BOWLED OVER

Round vessels reminiscent of old-time washbasins—
sans pitchers—are turning bathrooms into sculpture
galleries. Crafted in durable materials such as stainless
steel, far left, and vitreous china, left, these “floating”
sinks are attractive both inside and out. Above-counter
lavatories are “great for tall or elderly people who can’t
bend over much,” says New York architectural designer
Eric Cohler. “Unlike undermounted basins, they become
the focal point of a bathroom and work well with vir-
tually any countertop surface, including glass.”

| A Fridge in Every Room?
| The textures, materials, shapes, and colors coming soon
| to a kitchen-and-bath showroom near you

; BY ROMY POKORNY

STILL STAINLESS?

Some kitchen designers may find stainless steel passé—
high-end appliance manufacturers have been using the
material for years—but the April Kitchen and Bath
Industry Show in Orlando, Florida, was brimming with
affordably priced stainless refrigerators, cooktops, dish-
washers, and sinks. Although perfectionists may carp
that stainless does not mean fingerprintless, most home
owners equate the gleaming metal with cleanliness—
and durability, too. “There’s a perception that stainless
cooktops are hard-wearing, that you can bang heavy
pots down on them and never worry,” says kitchen
designer Christopher Peacock. “People also like the
look of sleek appliances with traditional cabinetry.”

Pale yellow has always been a
cheery alternative to beige. Rather
than blanketing a whole kitchen or
bath in a lemon hue, designers are
using it as an accent in tiles, sinks,
toilets, and tubs. Lighter than the
ubiquitous harvest gold of the '70s,
this splash of sunshine evokes
optimism and coordinates with envi-
ronmentally minded earth tones.
' Infused with a metallic sheen on
' kitchen cabinets, yellow also
provides a warm complement to cool

“Making appliances look
like furniture is the wave of the future,”
says designer Christopher Peacock.

DECEPTIVE DRAWERS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF: KOHLER (SINKS); KITCHENAID (STAINLESS FRIDGE); SUB-ZERO (PANELED FRIDGE)

materials such as granite and stain-
less steel. “Yellow is a futuristic
color,” says Margaret Walch, direc-
tor of the Color Association of the
U.S. “It's upbeat and playful. Yellow
symbolizes the dawn of a new day.”

Why trudge to the kitchen to raid the fridge? Now, it

seems, no room is complete without its own built-in|
refrigerator. However, don’t expect to find a side-by-

side monolith dispensing ice next to the armoire. As
more and more equipment becomes camouflaged behind
wood paneling in the kitchen, models that resemble
bureau drawers are providing on-the-spot snacks all
around the house from deck to den to bedroom.
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250 more
torque shouid grab
your attention.

o

The new RIDGID 10" RoboGrip Il with larger jaw. Now at The Home Depot.
It has the largest jaw capacity of any other self-adjusting pliers. With 250* more gripping power in
both v-notch or straight jaw. Plus, a new patented design for easier use. Not to mention a lifetime
warranty. Making RoboGrip Il a tool you'll keep a tight hold on for years to come. RIDGID,

1899, HOMER TLC. Inc. All rights reserved



Bolt Buster

When lightning ?g‘_rikes, a Sgple bottl
sa\rﬁ the day '

v

CURTIS RIST

: naware of the thunderstorm rolling past her house, Sue Hiniker was
jogging on her elecgric treadmill when suddenly, the machine ground to a halt, and smoke began pouring out of
its control panel. *I knew [ was working our hard,” says Hiniker. “But not that hard.”

Actually, alightning bolt had struck a nearby utility pole and sent thousands of volts of electricity racing through
the wiring. No one was injured, and the house itself was undamaged, but the additional power zapped the tread-
mill, blew out some remote-control light switches, and left Hiniker a little shaken. “I never even knew this was
something I had to worry about,” she says.

Lightning’s power is immense. A single bolt contains as much as 100 million voles of electrical potential, with a cur-
rent of 20,000 amps; the average thunderstorm releases as much energy as an atomic blast. Most disperses in wind
and water vapor, but each year in the United States, some 20 million bolts reach the ground, each with enough
power to run a small house for a month. Lightning rods are the first line of defense against damage from a direct strike,
but they can’t stop a surge from entering the house through utility wires. Dr. Martin Uman, a professor of electrical

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KEVIN IRBY
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LEFT: To install a lightning surge protector, Allen Gallant
slides its three wires through a hole in the bottom of the cir-
cuit breaker panel and bolts the protector in place. Then, he
attaches the white ground wire to the ground bar on the left
side of the panel. BELOW: Gallant screws each black wire to
the back of any two adjacent (top and bottom) circuit break-
ers. When he reattaches the panel cover, the job’s done.

and computer engineering at the University of Florida in
Gainesville, says that the tidal wave of electricity unleashed by
lightning overwhelms most of the small plug-in protectors that
shield many PCs from periodic but minor power fluctuations.
“They’ll fry, as will the computer,” says Uman. To effectively safe-
guard your equipment, “you need to have a surge protector wired
directly into the circuit breaker box.”

Utilities and businesses have used lightning surge protectors for
more than 60 years. But among
home owners, the demand for
such devices has been nearly
nonexistent. “When the most
anybody had was a cheap TV
and a refrigerator, there wasn’t
really that much to protect,”
says Allen Gallant, an electrical
contractor who works with
This Old House. “But today,
people have media rooms,
mega-sized TV screens, and
home offices with all kinds of
high-tech equipment.” And that’s not all. Many everyday household
appliances, from air conditioners to furnaces, now depend on sophis-
ticated solid-state circuitry that is highly vulnerable to power surges.

Although the insurance industry doesn’t keep separate records
for lightning surge damage, as opposed to direct hits, the number
of anecdotes about problems is rising. Richard Cohen, who works
for Panamax, one of the largest surge-protector manufacturers in
the U.S., recently talked to someone whose entire home automation
system was blown out by a lightning surge. “The control panel alone

Tom SiLva Savs:

“I've had two TVs fried by
lightning, but with a surge
protector at my breaker
box, that’s not going to
happen anymore.”

cost $10,000,” he says. “And then an electrician had to come in and
replace every wall switch and light dimmer in the house.”

Lightning surge protectors are grown-up versions of the plug-
in models. These bottle-shaped devices, which contain small zinc
oxide discs called varistors, spend most of their time doing
absolutely nothing. But when a spike of electricity enters a house,
the discs become conductive and instantly drain the current into
the ground. A good protector should be rated to withstand surges
as high as 50,000 amps, more than enough
to defend equipment against lightning.

Still, some excess current may get past the
circuit breaker; that’s when the small plug-in
units come into play. “For computers and sen-
sitive stereo equipment, I’d certainly also rec-
ommend plugging in smaller surge protectors
at the outlets,” says Uman.

To make sure her house would be surge-
safe, Sue Hiniker called Gallant. He popped a
hole into the side of the circuit breaker box
and connected the protector’s three wires.
“This is literally a two-minute job,” says Gal-
lant. “The important thing is to shut off the main breaker so you
don’t electrocute yourself,” he says. Even so, there’s always a dan-
ger of electrocution when working on a live panel, which may be
reason enough to call in a licensed expert, even for two minutes.

Gallant figures he’d charge about $80 just to put in one of
these devices, but he puts them in at cost—$35 to $40—if he’s
already at the house working on another job. Says Gallant: “I have
too big a conscience to try and make money off something that’s so
easy to install—and offers so much protection.” &

PHOTOS: JOE YUTKINS



Record the higher quality of S-VHS
on standard VHS tapes with JVC’s new line of VCRs.

Everything you record will look better when you caprure it on

JVC’s new Super VHS video cassetre recorders.

The company that brought you the original VHS technology now

lets you do what you could never do before-make high-resolution
recordings on standard VHS tapes. JVCs S-VHS ET (Expansion
Technology) delivers over 60% higher resolution than standard
VHS recordings, making these new VCRs perfect for capruring
the full benefits of high-resolution sources like satellite broadeasts,

digital camcorders, cable television and more. And with the choice
of recording in S-VHS or regular VHS mode, full compatibility is
ensurcd with even the oldest VCRs. Best of all-JVC gives vou this

higher quality at a price that’s much lower than youd expect.

JVC's new S-VHS VCRs—the better way

to get better recordings. www.jve.com Ivc
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To a Kubota TG owner, mowing the lawn is not a mere chore. It’s a pastime, a passion, an obsession. Perhaps that’s
because the new Kubota TG is more than a mere lawn mower. Built like a sports can, this highly advanced tractor

comes fully loaded with electronic rack-and-pinion steering, Cushion Ride

the smooth, quiet, comfortable ride yow've always dreamed of. For more details,
| . Yo Y s

and possibly a new fixation, call 1888-4-Kubota, ext. 115. I('Jbor

KUBOTA TRACTOR |




|t § 0 NE < 8 TG S

Shades of Summer

Cool ways to shield outdoor
spaces from a scorching sun

BY CURTIS RIST

n winter, few things feel cozier than
a room filled with the warmth of the sun.
Yet in summer the great orb turns from
friend to foe, relentlessly pouring heat
through windows and turning decks and
patios into outdoor frying pans. “Al
shadeless house can be a misery,” says
architect Robert A.M. Stern.

But a house shaded by a porch,
awning, or vine-draped pergola not only
gains an airy outdoor shelter from blaz-
ing sunshine, but also a way to stop it
from heating up interior rooms. “Shade
is one of those things most people give
only a passing thought to—unless they
don’t have any,” says Shavaun Towers, a
landscape architect in New Haven, Con-
necticut. “Then they become obsessed
with it.” Besides improving comfort,
shade structures add architectural appeal
and—by creating soft, ever-changing pat-
terns of light and shadow—visual relief
from the sun’s harsh glare. “A little shade
turns a static house into something that
takes on a different character with every
passing hour,” says Towers.

Before the advent of central air-con-

y : ditioning, the need to block the summer

Cooler and more open than a covered porch, a vine-covered pergola cre- et fenced h desi
ates a shady bhaven for outdoor living. The simple structure above L great PBLNENCEC hausS CEsiEtae
supports fruit-laden grapevines over a patio in California’s Napa Valley. architects routinely incorporated porches
and wide roof overhangs. “Fortunately,”

says Stern, “we are again discovering
that we can do better than simply sticking an umbrella into a picnic table.” As in the past, the sim-
plest way to make some shade is by adding awnings, which were ubiquitous on American houses
before World War II. “I can’t imagine a style of house they don’t work with,” says Stern, who
frequently adds manually or electrically operated awnings to his designs. Larger stretches of

fabric can also be suspended horizontally over patios and decks, providing instant relief—espe-
cially in a yard that has no trees. In addition to the shade, Stern likes the “incredible festive-
ness” that colorful awnings give to a house, a feeling he compares to the (continued on page 66)

PHOTO: ALAN WEINTRAUB/ARCAID




it already has.

Our engineers have given every Subaru a mind of its own. It’s
called the Al-Wheel Driving System. A combination of three
UﬂiqUL‘ l':()ml)()nenrs, a“ \\':j)t‘king t{.‘)gether Lo react to _\’(Jur

fers power

every move. The horizontally opposed boxer engine provides




The ABC’ of Safety: Air bags. Buckle up. Children in back. Legacy” GT Wagan shown with aptional equipment.

Subaru All-Wheel Drive

alow center of gravity for better control. The four-wheel fully grip for maximum traction and handling in almost any type
independent suspension helps smooth out even the roughest of of weather. So to get a vehicle that’s always thinking, drop by
roads. And the full-time AllWheel Driving System automatcally your Subaru dealer for a test-drive, visit www.subaru.com or
transfers power from the wheels that slip to the wheels that call 1-800-WANT-AWD. We’ll be anxious to see your reaction.

SUBARL)
The Beautyof AllWheel Drive.




(continued from page 63) billowing sails of a tall ship. Although
awnings need washing and periodic repair, the maintenance is min-
imal compared to the payoff in service and style. “They give a won-
derful sense of the seasons,” says Stern.

Another architectural element that’s making a comeback is the
pergola, which also integrates well with any style of architecture. A
relatively simple structure, a pergola (derived from a Latin word
meaning “projecting roof”) consists of horizontal boards or trel-
liswork supported by classic columns, plain posts, or even metal
poles. “Since the pergola extends from the house, it’s a transi-

FINE VINES

G N

tional element that’s not wholly dependent on the
house’s style,” says Stern. “You can have whatever
you want.” The shade comes from leafy vines
planted at the column bases and allowed to climb
up and spread over the top (see “Fine Vines”).
Instead of vines, the structure sometimes has a can-
vas cover that is pulled back and forth across the

Not all shade-makers
need to be built in. A
simple cloth canopy held
up with metal poles, for
instance, provides plenty
of cover for bours of
comfortable lawn cruis-
ing, yet it can be quick-
ly disassembled and
stored at the end of the
day. The holes in the fab-
ric vent hot air and pro-

top. “You can have
lunch out there in the
middle of the day and
then pull it back in the
evening,” says Stern.
“These covers look
great in an Italian
restaurant, so why not
at home?”

The covered
porch—perhaps the
most familiar, and

vide glimpses of the sky. Araerican, “of &l

shade-makers—has
long kept the sun from scorching home owners.
But while putting a roof onto the side of a house
can solve a problem, it sometimes creates one. Ear-
lier this century, architects became too casual
about where they placed porches, says Stern, with
the result that many living and dining rooms were
kept in perpetual, sunless gloom (see “Porches” on page 114). “A
porch shouldn’t be placed where it makes so much shade that a
room behind it is darkened,” he adds. “That’s a big reason why
people stopped liking porches in the first place.”

Yet the right porch is a wonderful amenity. It should be roomy—
no less than 15 feet deep, says Stern, to make a space that’s big
enough for a sofa and some chairs, or a big table where people
can gather on a summer’s evening. “Just be careful where you site
it,” says Stern. “Unlike an awning, you won’t be able to roll it up
and stow it away at the end of the season.” a

A lush canopy of twining tendrils, verdant foliage, and sweet-smelling blossoms completes a pergola's mission. Planted at the base of each
column and given occasional doses of fertilizer and compost, a flowering vine will spread over the structure in two to five years, depending on
the climate. And there are dozens of varieties to choose from. No matter what the weather, sunlight levels, and soil type in your area, there
are plenty of climbers that will provide the foliage and flowers you’d most like between you and the sun. Here are some popular choices:

1.Wisteria (Fabaceae)—In most
climates, a fast-grower that pro-
duces fragrant, hanging clusters
of violet, white, or blue flowers.

2.Bougainvillea (Bougainvillea
glabra)—Thorny climber that
thrives in warm climates, where
it typically blooms year-round.

4.Honeysuckle (Lonicera)—Pro-
duces sweet-smelling white, vellow,
pink, purple, coral, rose, or red
flowers; thrives in most climates.

3.Grape (Vitis)—Needs plenty of
sun, but quickly forms a dense
mat of leaves in most climates;
many varieties yield edible grapes.

=

PHOTOS: WILLIAM ABRANOWICZ/A+C ANTHOLOGY; ILLUSTRATIONS: GREG NEMEC



HEY, SOMEONE HAS TO
HAVE THE BEST-LLOOKING HOUSE
ON THE STREET.
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Your Sherwin-Williams store can make your house look great, and ieeep it that wa y. Our exterior paints are
guaranteec] not to blister, pee], or facfe f;}r up to 20years” So J(ora greaf—]oo[eing exterior that Il stand up to
time and stand out in your neiglréor}woc{, come to Sherwin-Williams toc/ay. To locate the store nearest you,

call 1-800-4- SHERWIN (1-800-474-3704 ), or visit us at wiww. sherwin-williams.com.

Maize — SW2338 Devon Cream — SW2447
Wilmington — SW2254 Sea Moss — SW2300

ASK HOW. ASK NOW. ASK SHERWIN-WILLIAMS™

*See store for details.
©1999 The Sherwin-Williams Company.




E OR

ILLOVE
oftbeLooxofa

LOCK

BRASS, BRAWN & BEAUTY,

IROMANCE

£ READING THEATRE,
d and detailed

&)
| ASPERFORMED AT TH
Aer 1: The Aok is designe
by the mind of its creator.
acr 11: The /ck endures the fire of the
forge, and is transformed from

idea to FUNCTION.
ox 111: The Zck goes out into the world

and is acclaimed for its BEAUTY.

By WiLriam MacLexsAN NATLOR.
TLLUSTRATED WITH NUMEROUSPLATES
DRAWN FROM THEORIGINA L PRODUCTION
LONDO N -
Printed by P. THORPE TRESSEL,
MpeccxIil

in Abbott Mews.

TIMELESS CRAFTSMANSHIP 1-800-566-1986 BALDWIN

A Masco Company




the detalls

BY ROMY POKORNY PHOTOGRAPHS BY JIM COOPER

Just as radiant stone
lanterns set the mood for
evening tea ceremonies
in ancient Japan, this
contemporary version,
made of granite and lit
by a small candle, pro-
vides an ornamental
focus for any garden.

Every yard looks romantic in the ethereal glow of moonlight. Improving
on nature’s night lighting calls for a creative assortment of fixtures to accent
a flower bed, define a walkway, or bring the dark silhouette of a tree to life.
Rough-hewn stone beacons planted in the ground blend into the landscape.
Crafted porch lanterns beam a warm welcome. Table lamps, powered by
candles, twinkle festively. Practicality is a fine reason to invest in outdoor

fixtures; enriching the evening mystique is an even better one.
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the details

A pine bough filigree on iridescent glass
brings a woodsy feeling to a brass Mis-
sion-style i"airr!em with a verdigris finish.
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Now electrified apd mounted on

For Asian flairja pagoda-shaped cast-
iron lantern 7::01:5:@ a votive candle

houses, brass “onion™ lamps evoke New

England whaling ships of the 1800s. " can stand on apable or hang from a hook.

J

e

Powered by tealight, a whimsical glass
lamp captures a firefly’s effulgence in
the gloaming of a warm summer night.

With its crenulated edge, the mottled This pineapple, a traditional symbol of
brass hood on a Tudor-style lantern is hospitality, comprises '120 pieces of
reminiscent of a quaint thatched roof. hand-pressed glass set in cast bronze.
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There are two ways
to find a stud.

READY
DEEPSCAN™

STUDSENSOR F’?C)

@ 0
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Only one works. StudSensor — The original and only electronic stud

finder. For more than 15 years, it has been the tool for locating studs and z l R CON 2

joists behind drywall, plywood, paneling and flooring. Advanced electronics A HIGHER FORM OF TOOLS

and easy one-touch operation allow StudSensor to see through walls up to

122 inches deep and pinpoint the stud center. No guesswork. No unsightly http://www.zircon.com

holes. No mistakes. Find studs the right way, with StudSensor from Zircon. e Era KoL
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Rock On

“Something in man has always
wanted to conquer stone,” says
Roger Hopkins, a 52-year-old artist
from Sudbury, Massachusetts, and an
occasional guest on This Old House.
Bored with conventional landscape
lights, he began sculpting Japanese-
inspired lanterns out of granite, sand-
stone, and shale 12 years ago. He
flattens the capstone and pedestal
with an angle grinder, creates a verti-
cal tunnel for wiring with a hammer
drill, and punches a window in the
center stone (chimney) with a core
drill. He then pops in a 12-volt light-
bulb to achieve a golden glow, bury-
ing the cord under ground. His rustic
results look at home even in a mani-
cured garden. “I'm not really trying to
emulate the Japanese,” he says.

Roger Hopkins finds the per- ; L 2
Rower Hop m-h.‘ : ere . “Their lights tend to be formal. Mine

are just good-looking, natural rocks.
s a bol They haven’t been messed up too

chimney with a core drill. much by the hand of man.”
—Joseph D’Agnese

Landscape Lighting Tips Master electrician Allen Gallant, who wired This Old House’s
project house in Watertown, Massachusetts, has installed lighting on some of the most intricately
designed landscapes in the Northeast. Here are his three standards for every job.

« Whether uplighting, downlighting, accenting, or shadowing, avoid fixtures made of flimsy plastic, which doesn't hold up to weather—
sockets corrode and the finish eventually wears down. Instead, look for aluminum or other metals coated with high-quality paint.
« Bury wires so no one trips over them. Low-voltage wires should be 12 inches below ground, and line voltage (120 volts) 18 inches down.

» Installing a timer means never stumbling along a walkway after dark—or having to remember to douse the lights in the morning.

PHOTOS: PASCAL BLANCON
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Tired of having to wait L

for the great taste of filtered water?

Now there’s a better way.

o

The new PureTouch faucet from

Moen has a built-in filter that gives

you quality water with the touch of a

button. An indicator even shows you

how much life the filter has left,

so you can be sure you'll get great-

tasting water with every glass. For

a free brochure, call 1-877-DRINK-H20

or just visit www.pure-touch.com for

the dealer nearest you.

_Exclusively from
Buy it for looks. Buy it for life®

©1999 Moen Incorporated
is a Fortune Brands Company {NYSE:FO}.




beautiful wood from life’s
buMmps and spills.

R
= MINWAX,=  Now, beautifying and protecfing wood is as easy

Po'; :tn'ilic as brushing on Minwax® Polycrylic® Protective

@ e Finish. Polycrylic dries fast and cleans up with

o) paso Watte Cles
Rl T 5=

~ wo soap and water, allowing you to complete
projects in less time. And its remarkable clarity
and smooth, durable finish let wood's natural beauty shine through.

Polycrylic, the easy way to keep wood beautiful.

(MINWAX)

Makes And Keeps Wood Beautiful®

WWW.minwax.com

©1999 Minwax Company. All rights reserved.
®Minwax and Polycrylic are registered trademarks.
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LETTER FROM

THIS OLD HOUSE

Starting Over

e all remember where we were when we heard about the
fire. Norm Abram was standing in the offices of WGBH. Richard Trethewey was in his office, working on
his computer. Tom Silva was on a job site in Lexington, Massachusetts, and got word via the Silva broth-
ers’ digital-radio-pager network, which they use to keep in touch with one another. I was at home. It was one
of those beautiful late winter days. A front had blown through the Boston area, dropping several inches of
snow before passing out to sea, leaving the skies pure blue and the temperature cold. As I slogged away on
my treadmill and channel surfed, a helicopter shot of flames dancing wickedly through the roof of a mod-
est white house caught my attention. Big fire in Billerica, the announcer was saying. It’s been burning for
hours . . . total destruction . . .

I recalled that Tom’s brothers, Bob, Dick, John, and Philip, all lived in Billerica, but a commercial came
on before I could identify the house. Then the phone rang. This Old House executive producer Russ Morash
was calling from Key West, Florida, to say that it was Dick’s house. I felt shock—a sense of urgency. I wanted
to help in some way. But the destruction had been com-
plete; the family was homeless.

The next day producer Bruce Irving, Tom, and 1
headed over to the grim scene. The sickly sweet odor
of charred timber enveloped the entire neighborhood
and overpowered us as we approached ground zero.
Frozen rivulets clung to the underside of the rafters,
dirty ice stalactites hung from the doorways. The sky
showed through big holes in the roof, reminding me of
the eye sockets in a skull. In a bedroom nook, three
Beanie Babies hugged each other like a happy clan. 1
wondered how they could have survived unscathed
when virtually everything else was carbonized. I picked
my way through the frozen debris to get a closer look.
The stuffed animals were actually singed black and con-
gealed into a grotesque frozen lump.

Over the next few days everyone from the show
stopped by to survey the disturbing scene. Finally, Russ

confirmed what we all had been thinking: For its 21st

season, the team at This Old House would rebuild

Dick and Sandy Silva’s house. Any day of the week, any week of the year, the Silva brothers have always done
whatever it takes to keep our television production on schedule. They have never begged off or made excuses.
They always just get it done. Now we have an opportunity to return the favor, putting the weight of the show
behind getting a roof back over Dick and his family’s heads. It’s our turn to just get it done.

BY STEVE THOMAS PHOTOGRAPH BY JOE YUTKINS
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Why are there no monuments

There are no holidays set aside to
honor the highly efficient. No marble
statues standing in tribute to the very

reliable. Not even a single collector’s

plate commemorating the pragmatic.
But, thankfully, the engineers at
Honda have created their own lasting
tribute to practicalicy: Its called, quite
simply, the 1999 Accord Sedan.
From its sculprured exterior to its
ergonomic interior, every element
of the Accord Sedan was designed to

& 1998 American Honda Metor Cow, Ine.

meet extraordinarily high standards
of efficiency, quality and durability—
without sacrificing form for function.

The result? A stylish, highly refined

testament to the fact that “practical”
doesn't necessarily mean “boring”’
Step inside the well-appointed,
spacious cabin, and you've entered a
veritable shrine to common sense.
In fact, once seated in the Accord,
you'll find practical features just about

everywhere vou look. The controls

to practicality?

and instruments are large, easv to read
and placed within your reach. The
specially tinted window glass protects

the interior from heat and UV rays.

]
-
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And, vibration- and sound-absorbing
materials provide for a peaceful ride.
On the luxurious, yet very practical,
EX model shown here, the driver’s
seat features power height adjustment.
The electronic remote trunk release
offers a helping hand when vour arms

are full of groceries. And there’s even a




special place to store yvour sunglasses.
But perhaps the most ingenious

feature of the Accord Sedan’s cabin is

its inspired use of space. Inside the

thoughtfully designed interior, there’s
an abundance of legroom, headroom

and shoulder room. Enough to easily
accommodate five adult passengers.

Even the backs of the front seats are
ergonomically contoured to give your
passengers room to strerch their legs.

Of course, all these amenities are

provided for a udlitarian reason: to put
you in a better position to enjoy the
Accord Sedan’s spirited performance.

With the responsive power of the

150-horsepower, 16-valve VIEC™
engine and the agile, smooth handling
of the front double wishbone and rear
multi-link suspension, this Accord is
the automotive equivalent of sensible
shoes that are suitable for sprinting,
And, while we're on the topic of

monumental tasks, you'll be pleased

to know that Honda is committed to
developing technology that will reduce
pollution. In fact, nearly 70% of all

Accords will receive California’s Low-

or Ultra-LLow Emission Vehicle ratings,
the strictest standards in the nation.
For a closer look at our homage to
practical thinking, just give us a call at
1-800-33-HONDA. Or, simply visit us

on the Internet at www.honda.com.

The Accord

HHEHONDA
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TV PROJECT / KEY WEST

home stretcn

ACCONCH COTTAGETHEADS "FOR THERFENESH LINE

When This Old House’s crew finished the winter taping season and left Key West, Florida, they took
their Yankee-style deadline pressures with them, and the island quickly slipped back into its normal Caribbean
tempo. After the weeks of frenzied renovation, no one would’ve blamed home owners Michael Miller and
Helen Colley if they’d just parked themselves on chaises with a pitcher of margaritas for a while, con-
tent that their 19th-century conch house now has a carefully shaped and glossily finished living room, din-
ing room, kitchen, master suite, back porch, and pool. But, as tropical breezes stir the scarlet bougainvillea
blooms and rattle the palm fronds, much remains on the punch list: Stacks of building materials need to be
cleared away, plants that fried in a two-month drought must be yanked and replaced, the library cabinetry

needs fine tuning, and, after months in storage, their furniture has yet to be arranged to their satis-

BY JACK McCLINTOCK PHOTOGRAPHS BY PASCAL BLANCON




“The point in the pyramid-shaped
ceiling lets in light and adds

drama to the space.”
—MICHAEL MILLER

Home owners Michael-Nller, left;
and Helen Colley put all the pieces
back together in their new living
roonr. INSET: Beverly Horlick in-
stalls a skylight in the soaring space.
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Michael chose the cement-sur-
faced “Cuban” tile (actually
made in Mexico) for its uneven,
hand-crafted-style patina. “It
looks painted,” be says.




faction. The end is in sight, though, and the couple loves the clean, open, tropical look of white
walls, French doors, sunlight, and honey-hued heart pine floors.

Stepping through the freshly painted louver-shuttered doors, visitors are dazzled by the tile pattern
in the foyer: 8-by-8-inch black and white squares set diagonally, with a coordinating ribbon border.
The design embodies Michael’s traditional taste and Helen’s love of contemporary style. “A black bor-
der would have been traditional,” says Michael, also the pro-
ject architect. But Helen, a painter whose vibrant abstract works
illuminate the walls, “wanted more color,” so Michael added a
touch of mustard-yellow to the scheme.

Michael has tried to honor the house’s origins throughout.
That’s why he left the
ghostly outlines of the orig-
inal library doors—now
replaced by grand double
wood doors—visible on the
foyer wall. And why he

topped the perfectly square

living room with a dra-

-d matic pyramid-shaped ceil-
Helen and Michael replaced the original foyer’s
dated wooden floors but left the smooth-worn, ing, and a Skylight that
old-growth mahogany banister untouched

because it added character to the conch house. ! Lo o
admits enough indirect sun-

light to balance the harsh light entering the room through its

TOP: Tommy Lapp lays 12-by-12 marble tiles in
; . R what Helen calls a “barlequin” pattern in the
French doors: This unusual structure recalls kitchen outbuildings i Bararses DT as: fﬁmre%pmebm

the 7-by-10-foot space seem bigger than it is.

of the 1800s, whose ceilings sloped to a center chimney.

French doors—three sets of them—connect not only the living room but also the adjacent dining
room and kitchen to the rear porch and backyard pool. Gone is the dreary low-roofed deck that wrapped
around three sides of the house. Two of those sides are enclosed, one for the kitchen and the other for
the dining room. The remaining rear section forms the basis for the new lofty porch, which Michael designed

by raising the ceiling and creating a pitched roof. He painted the overhead pale blue-green—or, as
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Helen puts it, a hue “between ice and aqua.”
The refreshing color helps dispel the torrid exte-
rior temperature and enhances the feeling of
refuge under the rafters. Tradition says it also
repels wasps. The deck flooring is coated in a
shiny taupe, and the columns and beams are
white. Michael says: “I like the high-gloss look.
It reminds me of a freshly painted boat.”

A step down from the porch is the pool deck,

outfitted with chaise lounges surrounded by col-

A covered deck once wrapped around the back and sides of the cottage.
This side, next to the driveway, is now enclosed and contains the kitchen.

orful, shade-giving potted plants. Flowering vines will paint their own abstract picture on the fence

that lies beyond a bed of bright yellow-orange bromeliads and red-tinged chambeyronia palms. The long

rectangular pool is a lesson in how reality affects the evolution of a design. Michael’s first sketches showed

a shorter, wider version with a center walk-in next to the deck. This plan necessitated a shallow depth,

only 4 feet at most, but “Helen made it clear she wanted something she could dive into.” So Michael elon-

Another side of the former deck has been enclosed to
serve as the dining room, whose French doors open onto
the renovated rear porch and overlook the new pool.

gated the pool and placed the walk-in at one end. “Then bud-
get took over,” he says, and the pool shrank again. However,
the 9-foot depth pleases his wife, and the new form—running
from one end of the porch to the other—provides a symme-
try that satisfies everyone’s aesthetic demands.

Contrasting with this warm, sunny oasis is—or will soon
be—the library: a cool, dim, private, gentlemen’s club of a
room with custom shelving for 4,000 volumes. “It’ll be a
true library, not a show library—with books on the shelves,
not tchotchkes,” says Michael. There will be a leather couch,
a wing chair, and an Eames chair, a modern classic that
he’s always wanted.

In a corner formerly inhabited by a dinky bathroom is an

insulated, temperature-controlled wine (continued on page 86)
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Dodge Caravan
is the only
minivan to have
been named a
Consumers
Digest “Best
Buy” ten years
in a row*

Dodge Caravan Sport can
handle a team of seven

people. And getting in and
out is easy, with sliding

doors sra;i,dard on
both sides. 4 i
-

Se

= Caravan 60

Sport’s standard

rear bench seats have O
wheels that pop down

like landing gear. So configuring

seating is an exercise in convenience 0
... Hot an exercise in exercise.

C
Se\]eﬂ Power Play: An eight-way

power driver’s seat
is available. Power
windows, mirrors, and
locks come standard.

Up front, there’s a 3.3 liter V-6
engine with sequential fuel
injection. So when it
comes to towing, this
Caravan’s a very
good Sport, indeed.

&> Caravan Sport’s
remarkably tight
= e turning circle

[1 ﬂ 1‘ G)L‘ enhances maneuver-
A% - Standard

ability. Sixteen-inch
| =B anti-lock

% wheels and tires
brakes give you

also contribute
extra control

to a car-like feel.
on slick surfaces.

Caravan Sport’s (?
S available remote keyless
y entry works up to 23 feet p /
~ away. And it includes a personal a .
/ alarm system that can also be y ID »
~ activated by remote control. t IE



With unobstructed underseat
storage, there’s room for long
items, such as skis. Plus,

the deluxe seating package
includes rear benches
that fold flat for

even more storage

possibilities.

A CD player with
Infinity Acoustic®
10-speaker sound

system is available.
Sounds like a
great time.

this Sport.

AW in th;
B POy,

option gives you an Easy Out
Roller Seat® in back, and removable

L ]
Quad Command bucket seats in the Ottt
middle seat location. = % Q

. Caravan Sport’s sliding
doors have a “positive hold”
i feature, designed to hold
them open even

on the steepest
of hills.

Caravan Sport % The New Dodge

800-4-A-DODGE or www.4adodge.com

Properly secure all cargo. Always use seat belts. Remember a backseat is the safest place
for children. The BEST BUY emblem is a registered trademark of Consumers Digest, Inc., used
under license. *Excluding other DaimlerChrysler Corp. vehicles.
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(continued from page 83) closet with cubbies for up to 400 bottles. The floor is padded to protect its
contents from the adjacent laundry room’s vibrations.

Across the hall is the couple’s cozy new master suite. The “continental bath”—as Helen calls it—is big
and bright, with a two-person shower and a bidet. Separating the main bedroom from the bathroom is a
dramatic freestanding architectural structure that plays three roles: a room divider shielding the open
bathroom door, a closet accessible via sliding doors on one side, and a backdrop for the bed’s headboard on
the other. The unit stops a foot short of the ceiling, so that the eye passes over it to the room’s crown
molding. In retrospect, Michael says he would have made it 6 inches lower, liberating the eye to rove
even more. But the partition succeeds on a practical level without detracting from the house’s period charm.

Preserving an old house is expensive—especially in Key West, where things move slowly and most mate-
rials have to be imported from the mainland. Before they’ve finished, Michael and Helen will have
spent $100,000 more than the $150,000 they’d budgeted for the job. It might have been cheaper to
simply “update” the house, but when you live on this island, Michael says, “you fall in love with the idea
of the noble ruin.” The hard part—at which he and Helen have remarkably succeeded—is retaining

the nobility, honoring the ruin, and turning the old house into a home. a

LEFT: Helen folds a sweater in the master bedroom, for which Michael designed a partition to create privacy for the bathroom and dress-
ing area. The unit stops well short of the ceiling to enbance openness and airflow. RIGHT: Components for the closet—as well as for the queen-
size bed—were manufactured in Italy of cherry-veneered medium-density fiberboard, shipped across the Atlantic, and assembled on site.




r Sliding doors save space and
conceal the bedroom closet’s
rtorial storage compart-
Eznts, including glass-fronted
wers and shelves for shoes.
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“Building a closetsinto a wall would’ve
made the room smaller. Instead; we have an

armoire-divider- neadboard'in one’”
=M |CHAEL MILLEE‘
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Dick Silva’s house
stood a windowless,
gutted shell after a fire
destroyed nearly all
his family’s belong-
ings. INSET: Local fire-
fighters struggled for
hours to bring the
blaze under control.
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TOP: Penny, the family shar-pei and the
only one at home when the fire started,
exited through a dog door. For days
afterward, says Dick, “when she
coughed, it smelled like smoke.”
BELOW: Now living in a trailer parked
on their property, the Silva family—
from left, Danielle, Janneen, Sandra,
and Dick—pore over the plans for
their new residence.

e

our house is on fire,” John Silva said.

Dick Silva, coated with sawdust as he worked a remodeling job in Lexington, Mass-
achusetts, felt his stomach knot. It was 11:15 a.m. on Tuesday, March 9, and his brother’s
voice on the cell phone lacked any trace of its usual joviality. “John’s a big kidder, but I
knew he wouldn’t kid about something like that,” Dick recalls.

So Dick—a skilled carpenter who, along with his brothers John and Tom and his
nephew Charlie, has helped on a half-dozen This Old House projects—sprinted to
his truck. Afrer 20 tense minutes he reached his home in Billerica, 20 miles north of
Boston. “There were firemen all over the place,” he says, shaking his head. “Flames
were shooting out of the windows.”

Seven fire trucks from three towns spent the next five hours pouring water on the
70-year-old four-bedroom Cape. As Dick watched helplessly, friends and family, includ-
ing Tom and John, cried, hugged, and shivered in the late-winter chill. It wasn’t until
4:30 p.m. that the last embers were snuffed out.

Fortunately, no one was injured, aside from Penny, the Silvas’ 7-year-old shar-pei. Before
she escaped via the dog door, the fire singed her fur and filled her lungs with smoke.
But the house where Dick and his wife, Sandra, had lived for 32 years and raised their
three daughters was a total loss, devastated from cellar to attic.

“That night, we literally had just the clothes on our backs,” says Sandra. “We got into
the car in a daze. We didn’t even know where we were going. We found a motel that would
take us and the dog. It felt unreal not to be in our own house.”

In the following morning’s light, the blackened structure resembled a missile target.
Half of the back roof was gone; all the windows were smashed; and the vinyl siding hung
in melted strips from the walls. Inside, part of the second floor had collapsed onto the
first. Scattered amid the wreckage were the remains of a ceramic carousel horse and some
miniature cars fused into briquette-shaped lumps, poignant reminders of a house once
stuffed with collections of antique train sets, clocks, toys, and tools.

That same day, sifting through the damp debris in the basement, Billerica Fire Depart-
ment investigator Al Melaragni concluded that the fire began “in the vicinity of the
heating system,” but he couldn’t pin down the pre-
cise cause. He figured the blaze probably burned for
more than an hour before being noticed. T.O.H.
director Russ Morash says, “The problem is that
everyone in this neighborhood works, so there was
nobody to hear the smoke detectors or notice any-
thing amiss.” Ultimately, a passing motorist, con-
cerned about the cloud of smoke pouring from the
chimney, called the fire department.

Luckily, the home and its contents were insured at
replacement value. Dick and Sandra hired a public
adjuster to tally their losses and represent their inter-
ests to the insurance company; they expect to receive
full compensation. “It’s an exhausting process, but
necessary,” says Dick. In the cellar workshop alone,
“I figure I had $36,000 in tools.” (See “Insuring
Against the Worst,” p. 92.)

The T.O.H. television crew immediately offered
its support. Morash was in Key West, Florida, wrap-
ping up the final episodes of the winter project, when
he got the news. “Within 10 minutes of hearing
about it, I knew making a new home for the Silvas
would be the This Old House fall TV project,” says




ILLUSTRATION/PHOTOS; RIGHT: COURTESY OF CHRIS DALLMUS AND DESIGN ASSOCIATES INC.

Morash. “Dick and all the Silva brothers have done so much
for us over the years,” adds show host Steve Thomas. “We just
had to return the favor.”

Dick and Sandra quickly assented to the T.O.H. proposal, since
they had already decided they would rebuild on
the same two-acre parcel. “All of our friends are
here. Our life is here,” says Sandra, picking
through a box of charred and curled photos of her
girls’ prom dates and Halloween parties. “When-
ever it snows, and Dick says he’s going out to plow
the driveway, I know he’ll be gone for three hours,
because he plows every driveway on the street. We
can’t imagine being somewhere else.” As if to
underscore the Silvas’ connection to the area, a
constant stream of friends and neighbors helped
them in the days after the fire, providing clothes,
furnishings, and food. And within a week, a 70-
foot-long double-wide trailer appeared on their driveway. The Sil-
vas rented it so they can stay on the property while their new
residence is being built.

For five weeks, the house stood forlorn, cordoned off with yel-

“If anyone | know ever
has a fire, | tell you, |
will be the first person
there to help out.”

low tape, as fire and insurance investigators picked through the rub-
ble. Sandra followed them, occasionally uncovering buried memen-
tos: a cherished photograph of her mother, miraculously unharmed
within its melted plastic frame, and one intact survivor from a
collection of figurines—a tiny
ceramic firefighter.

On April 16, a bucket
loader toppled the burned-
out hulk, pushing and
crushing it into four 100-
cubic-yard Dumpsters. Dick
watched, his face an impas-
sive mask. “You try to be
light about it, but it gets to
you,” he said. Known as the
quietest of the Silva brothers,
he struggled to express his
feelings as he began, at age 56, a new chapter in his life.

“This is hard,” he said, wiping his eyes as the loader rum-
bled and crunched. “But once it’s completely gone and we can start
building, I'll feel a lot better.” &

~SANDRA SILVA

A few days after the fire, Dick and Sandra Silva huddled in their trailer with architect Chris Dallmus to begin discussing plans for
their new home. In this unlikely setting, it quickly became clear to Dallmus—whose firm, Design Associates Inc., has contributed
to many T.0.H. projects—just how much the Silvas had loved their old house, with its oversized kitchen and cheery, skylit rooms.
All they really wanted, he says, was more space for clothes, a sit-down breakfast area, and a little more distance from a nearby
house. After taking a quick tour of the neighborhood, with its modest Capes and ranches, Dallmus concluded that a Colonial or
saltbox would be too massive. So he sketched what he terms a “village Victorian,” above—a two-story structure with steeply
pitched roofs sheltering upstairs bedrooms similar to a couple of houses in Billerica’s town center, below. “The design will be ele-
gant without being pretentious,” says Dallmus. While still a work in progress, the plan has two other goals, says show producer
Bruce Irving. “It should look like it was built over the years rather than all at once. And we'd like to see dormers, porches, bay
windows, and decorative brackets—all the things a carpenter would have added to a house.” Two weeks after the fire, Dallmus'’s
latest proposal had Dick smiling. “Even though it will look very different from our old house, we think it's going to be great.”




INSURING AGAINST THE WORST

Losing all or part of a home to fire is a distressingly common you see. Be sure to open drawers and narrate what’s there onto the
calamity in this country: In 1997, 406,500 residential fires caused  tape: ‘This is a black Armani suit, here are 20 white T-shirts from
$4.5 billion in damage. But when the insurance payout is inade- the Gap,’ that kind of thing.” Photographs will also work. These
quate—or nonexistent—trauma can can be supplemented by complet-
spiral into tragedy. According to ing a home-contents inventory
Jeanne Salvatore of the Insurance form, available from the Institute’s
Information Institute, the best pro- Web site: www.iii.org.
tection is guaranteed-replacement- Home owners displaced by fire
cost insurance, which will pay for can also recoup normal living
rebuilding and refurnishing a house, expenses. Most policies cover food
regardless of depreciation. A and housing costs, telephone and
claimant with this coverage can utility installation in a temporary
replace a ruined 15-year-old sofa residence, extra transportation
with a brand new equivalent. (Sorry, costs to work or school, and relo-
you can’t get leather if the original cation and storage expenses for
was velour.) If the sofa were covered furniture. Insurance companies
by an actual-cash-value policy, the will usually advance the money for
insurer would subtract depreciation such expenses, but be sure to keep
from the replacement cost. receipts to support your claims.
Still, even the best coverage won’t A claims adjuster determines
help without a complete account just how much money a policy
of losses. Dick and Sandra Silva got will pay out. Most insurers pro-
lucky—in a bureau drawer they vide adjusters for no charge, but
found a damp but playable video- they have little incentive to be
tape in which Dick conducted a tour generous. That’s why many
of the house for an out-of-town claimants, including the Silvas,
friend. “That video has been a huge hire a public adjuster, who gets
help,” says Dick. “Once we rebuild, a percentage of the claim. But
I’ll make one just for insurance pur- beware the fire-truck chaser who
poses. I'll store copies in my safety knocks on your door before the
deposit box, and encourage my rel- smoke clears. A call to the state
atives to do the same.” insurance department can confirm
“A taped document of the con- whether an adjuster is licensed or
tents of your home is a great idea,” under investigation. And, Salva-
agrees Salvatore. “Walk through tore says, “Never give any
the whole house, describing what adjuster cash up front.”

Cooking is the leading cause of home fires in the U.S., more often from human error than from mechanical failure.
Most fire deaths are caused by careless smoking.

Twenty-nine percent of residential fires begin in the kitchen. The percentages for other

. G e 4 areas: bedroom, 13; living room, 7; chimney, 5; laundry area, 4.
Men die or are injured in fires twice as often as women.

The risk of death from fire among seniors and children under five is approximately double that of the rest of the population.

Heating equipment is the second leading cause of residential fires, and arson
is the second leading cause of fire deaths.

The U.S. has one of the highest death rates due to fire in the industrialized world—16.5 per million, or an average
of 4,500 annually from 1993 to 1997. The South and Northeast have the highest death rate per capita (17.5 per mil-
lion). In 1995, a resident of Mississippi was nine times more likely to die in a fire than was a resident of California.

Approximately 90 percent of U.S. homes have at least one smoke alarm.
An estimated 60 percent of residential fire fatalities occur in homes with no smoke alarms.
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a

room

that speaks volumes

IN A SUPERBLY CRAFTED ADDITION, A PLACE TO SIT BY
THE FIRE, PICK UP A BOOK, AND THROW A BIG PARTY

isa Ekus’s 200-year-old house in Hatfield, Massachusetts, contains
more than a dozen spacious rooms, but from the moment she moved
in 16 years ago she knew not one of them was large enough to hold
her burgeoning collection of books. “I've loved books all my life, and I
had boxes, and boxes, and boxes of them,” she says. There were more
than 5,000 volumes in all, enough to stock a small public library, and
so Ekus, a public relations specialist who works with chefs and food writ-
ers, built a library of her own. The result, which was three years in the
making, is a two-story, cherry-trimmed masterpiece with a high, coffered

ceiling, a wraparound balcony that can be reached by a spiral

WRITTEN BY CURTIS RIST PRODUCED BY DONNA PAUL
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI
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staircase, and no fewer than five window seats. But the dominant
features in the 20-by-40-foot room are tall bookcases fitted with
a quarter mile of shelves, which carry everything from Julia Child’s
classic Mastering the Art of French Cooking to such forgotten gems
such 101 Ways to Prepare Macaroni. Upstairs, the shelves lining the
balcony walls are filled with 19th-century American literature, con-
temporary fiction, and modern poetry.

Bookish as it is, this isn’t some stuffy library where people walk
around saying “Shush!” It’s a living room—in the truest sense of
term, one complete with sofas and chairs
arranged in front of a fireplace, a dining
table, a wet bar, and a stereo system.
“Books and entertaining are my passions,
and this space had to unite them,” she says.
Her dream was of a warm, inviting space
where people would want to gather and
spend time. She also needed a place to do
research for the business she runs from the
renovated barn next to the house and, not

Dynamic duo: Between them, owner Lisa Ekus
and carpenter Henry Walas developed every-
thing from the overall design to the littlest de-
tails. Below, with its soapstone sink and coun-
tertop, under-counter refrigerator; and icemaker,
the wet bar serves big parties and small snacks,

the least of her interests, she wanted the room to be elegant and
showy. In fact, before construction had even begun, she’d already
bought three large chandeliers—elegant creations in bronze and
white glass, decorated with griffins. At once whimsical and seri-
ous, the fixtures embody the look she was after.

The most remarkable thing about the room is that Ekus
designed most of it herself. Rather than calling in an architect, she
relied on her long-time carpenter, Henry Walas of nearby Belcher-
town, to help her figure out the derails during construction. She
even acted as her own general contractor.
“Since | didn’t know what the design con-
ventions were for a space like this, I felt like
I could do whatever I wanted,” she says.

Ever since Ekus moved in, the two-story
house—built on the edge of a tobacco field
more than two centuries ago and expanded
several times—has been a plan-it-yourself
project. From the moment she laid eyes on it,
she fell in love, she says,“with its doorknobs,
and its hinges, and the way it flowed openly
from room to room,” which is unusual for
such an old house. Its condition, however,
held far less appeal. “The whole place was
beaten down and old—not old and charm-
ing, but old and dirty.” She began an ambi-
tious schedule of renovating one room a year,
and found in Walas a
patient craftsman. “I can
articulate what I want, and
he executes it brilliantly,”
says Ekus. It’s been that
way since 1987, when
Ekus and Walas started
collaborating. “He’s really
like family at this point.”

Over the years, Walas
has worked on nearly every
room in the house.
Upstairs, he tore out the
1960s dropped ceilings to
reveal a grid of chestnut
beams. In some of the bed-
rooms, he ripped up old
maple flooring to expose
12-inch-wide pine planks
and replaced damaged
pieces with wood salvaged
from old barns. Then he
headed to the kitchen.
“When a whole bank of
dented metal cabinets sud-
denly fell off the wall, we
knew it was time to do
something,” says Ekus.
Not that Walas was a
kitchen expert. “I’d never
done one from scratch
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liked that,” she says. “It meant he didn’t
have any preconceived notions of what a
kitchen should be.” The result was a beau-
tiful marriage of craftsmanship and inge-
nuity: Cherry cabinets and cupboards line

Along with many thousands of books, the
800-square-foot room contains a cozy sitting
area. Right, Walas's tight joinery produced

dozens of beauntiful details, such as the con-
nection between a cherry-wrapped post and
the 3-foot-wide balcony.

the walls, some of them concealing more
than their apparent function. Pull-out chop-
ping blocks disappear under countertops, a bookcase swings open
to a storage space for infrequently used baking pans, and an appar-
ently unremarkable spice rack slides out to reveal shelves filled with
hundreds of little jars.

The kitchen was ambitious, but the living room/library repre-
sented Ekus’s and Walas’s biggest challenge. Their first decision,
however, was easy: figuring out where to put it. All of the house’s
previous extensions left it with just one side that could grow
some more: the front, where the new room would replace a ram-
shackle, glassed-in porch Ekus had never liked. She also wanted
the new facade to be modeled on a 17th-century saltbox she’d seen
in nearby Deerfield. So Ekus called Walas, and when they met at

the house, he pulled
out a ruler and
sketched the outline of
the addition on blue-
lined graph paper with
one of the pencils he
usually tucks behind
his ear. “Believe it or
not, that was the extent of the planning,” she says.

Walas took the crude designs to a structural engineer, who
helped him sort out how to tie in the new rafters to the existing
roof framing and then secured a building permit. Work began in
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A DOORWAY THAT ISN’'T

Newcomers walking up to Lisa Ekus’s house will be in for a surprise: The elaborately trimmed doors out front clearly look like the
house's main entrance, but they've never swung open and never will. These doors—like the casing that surrounds them—are nailed

to the sheathing, which is exactly what Ekus wanted.

“This is a library, not a mudroom,” she says. But because of where the addition was being built, she felt it needed at least the
illusion of a doorway—an architectural fib bolstered by granite steps and a fieldstone path

leading up to it—to create the facade of a proper Colonial saltbox. After carpenter Henry Walas
built and installed the doors, he added a book’s worth of fanciful trim work over the top. Using
a router, he shaped a piece of pine to make it look like a heavy tome opened to the middle
page. “There weren’t exactly any models to go on,” he says of the unusual pediment. “l had to

figure it out for myseif.”

While the doorway looks quite real and inviting, most visitors head for the side entrance
nearest the driveway. “Maybe twice a year, I'll find a FedEx package out front,” says Ekus.
“This is New England, remember—nobody goes in through the front door.”

the winter of 1995, when Walas poured the foundation. The fol-
lowing year, he framed and closed in the shell. “We had to go
slowly because it took me a while to pull the money together,” says
Ekus. But even the raw, empty room had its uses. One night, her
daughter Sally, now 14, hosted a dance for several friends, com-
plete with a pulsing strobe light suspended from the ceiling. And
for Halloween, Ekus set up a darkened maze that led to the cen-
ter of the room, where she staged a spooky party for Sally, her
younger daughter Amelia, 10, and some neighborhood pals. Dur-
ing a mock séance, someone popped through a hole in the unfin-
ished floor and gave them all a scare.

The pace picked up in 1997. For nine months, Walas and his
helper, Brian Plummer, crafted the cherry woodwork, beginning with
the false coffered beams that covered the air-conditioning ducts. He
made templates for certain repeat elements—such as the posts
that attach the balcony to the rafters—then headed back to his shop
to produce them in quantity, often disappearing for a month. “The
whole room happened in sections,” says Ekus. “It would look
like nothing was happening, then suddenly a big chunk would be
done.” While Walas did the woodwork, Ekus attended to other
details—such as boning up on the radiant-floor heating system that
would warm both the main and balcony floors, and looking into
designs for the staircase that would link the two levels.

LEFT: The old farmhouse, shown in a photograph from the 1930s, had fallen on hard times by the time Ekus bought
it in 1983. RIGHT: To accommodate the 20-foot-deep addition, the front roof had to be kicked up. Ekus modeled
the library's front facade on that of a 17th century saltbox in nearby Deerfield, Massachusetts.

At first she wanted a
grand cherry staircase that
would land near the fireplace, but realized it would overwhelm
the sitting area. Then she got a good idea from a friend, interior and
kitchen designer Deborah Krasner of Putney, Vermont, who sug-
gested putting a space-efficient spiral staircase at the other end of
the room where it wouldn’t interfere with the sofas and chairs. Per-
fect, thought Ekus, who ordered one in—what else?—solid cherry
from a stairbuilder in Maine.

The one thing she turned over to an expert was the lighting. “I was
lost there,” says Ekus. She thought the chandeliers would suffice, but
Krasner convinced her otherwise. “Most of the rooms in Lisa’s house
are seriously underlit, and I was afraid this was going to be another
one,” says Krasner, who drew up a plan to put in 50 recessed lights
in the ceiling, under the balcony, and over the window seats. The chan-
deliers, as it turns out, provide little more than accent lighting.

On New Year’s Day 1998, Ekus threw a party to celebrate the
room’s completion. She invited Walas, all the subcontractors, and
some curious neighbors, and prepared a massive feast. Since then, the
addition has become a room for all occasions, both business and plea-
sure, just as Ekus always wanted. “I practically live in here in the win-
ter,” she says. And so do her daughters, who often invite their friends
to stay overnight and lay their sleeping bags on the heated floors.

Having closed the book on
the library, Ekus is once again
looking at other rooms that
need fixing. She could start
any one of several projects,
but what really needs atten-
tion is the main entry with its
drafty, inappropriate jalousie
windows and plywood ceil-
ing. “I just haven’t decided
what to do yet,” she says,
looking around. Then she
glances over at her carpenter
standing nearby, pencil behind
his ear. “Henry,” she says, “we
really should talk...” m

99




OF ALL THE THINGS THAT CAN KEEP YOU UP NIGHTS,
CHEROKEE’'S PAYMENTS WON'T BE ONE OF THEM.
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Coyotes aside, its a safe bet that if you own a
Jeep Cherokee Sport you'll sleep tight. After all, its
a 4x4 equipped with an affordable price. And just
about everything else one could want or need in a 4x4.

For starters, Cherokee Sport comes with a Power
Tech 1-6 engine to get you up some pretty rugged
mountains. Then there’s its available Selec-Trac’

full-time four-wheel drive to see you over most any
patch of terrain—no matter how rough and tumble.
A Quadra-Link® front suspension to carry you over
roots and rocks confidently. And, of course, extras

Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler.

KERPLUNKI

like air conditioning, power windows and locks,
and Remote Keyless Entry—all at no extra charge.

All of which makes Jeep Cherokee Sport a
gutsy four-wheel drive sport utility vehicle with
the ability to plow through just about everything,
except your savings account. For more information,

just call 1-800-925-JEEP or visit www.jeep.com.

Jeep

THERE'S ONLY ONE




A flight of boulders lends drama to
a yvard near Seattle and provides
access to a cabin used for enter-
taining and garden tool storage.

Stepping STONESi

Natural rock staircases solve the ups and downs of tricky,slopes

oy, -l

BY JEANN:.MUBEFI\ PHOTOG&A&_PY PAUL SANDER




BY ANY MEASURE, KACEY DEWEY AND DARRELL UPTEGRAFT
Jr. own a spectacular sliver of Washington State. A 150-year-old
redwood and century-old Douglas firs tower above the property
on a bluff that overlooks Dyes Inlet, a tranquil bay off Puget Sound.
Loons glide past daily. Eagles swoop toward their nests. And in
certain seasons, killer whales gather to feast on salmon.

But there was a time when all was not perfect in this paradise.
A tangle of blackberry vines sprawled across much of the front
yard. To the rear of the house, a steep bank cut the couple off
from their beach, forcing them to walk through a neighbor’s prop-
erty to reach their dinghy. The lot needed drama in front and a
pretty but practical design for the back. While visiting Seattle’s
Northwest Flower and Garden Show, Dewey and Uptegraft spot-
ted an exhibit that presented the perfect landscaping scenario:
an idyllic mountaintop, complete with granite boulders, wispy
conifers, and a stream cascading into a pool. Crowning the
display was a quaint trapper’s cabin and the solution most rel-
evant to their situation—a path formed with chunks of stone.

Dewey’s first thought was that the cabin would make an ideal
garden shed and imbue her flat front yard with character. She
struck a deal with the exhibit’s builder, Robin Rodgers, to buy
the structure for $2,500. But the cabin’s quirky two-story design
required a sloped setting to give exterior access to both floors.
To create the incline, Dewey and Uptegraft splurged on con-
structing a 14-foot hill, which necessitated the installation of
stone steps. Since the landscaping crew would already be on site,
they thought, what better time to resolve the issue of beach
access? They added another set of rock stairs to the plan.

Wanting the look of a natural solid-rock outcropping, the cou-
ple chose thick slabs for the steps leading up to the cabin. Although
Rodgers had used weathered granite in his exhibit, Uptegraft and
Dewey picked quarried basalt, which was about half the price. They
economized further by using rocks at only the head of the beach

stairs and constructing the rest of the run out of wood anchored to two concrete pads. The cost:
$45,000, which included plumbing for an in-ground sprinkler system, small pond, and waterfall.

At 9 a.m. on a sparkling spring day, Rodgers climbed up into the seat of his John Deere Heavylift
backhoe, twiddled with the control sticks, and set out to build the front staircase. After putting
in a 1%-ton block of basalt at the foot, he had only to insert the rest of the stones into the

FAR LEFT: The backhoe does
the heavy lifting. To keep
the step from tipping,
James E. Knode, left, and
Ernie Harrell then shovel
in dirt underneath it, using
sandy loam because it
packs well.

Most natural outcroppings
are composed of a single
rock that fractured over the
centuries into numerous
pieces. To mimic the look,
landscaper Robin Rodgers
places boulders around the
hill and stuffs gaps with
smaller fragments.

ILLUSTRATION: ERIC HANSON




Acwaterfall spills over the
rocks alongside the path,
recirculating through a pool
that Rodgers dug and lined
with polypropylene. Witl
the flip of a switch, the home
otwners can drain the pond
whenever it needs cleaning.

firskrt

B \vas complete. “Got thes
Rodgers holleged
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260-cubic-yard dirt mound his crew had dumped in the yard. Using
a claw attachment like chopsticks, Rodgers lifted a slab and set it down
just above the first step. The new piece

T old beach stehscon- jiggled when landscape architect James

sisted of thin concrete E. Knode stomped on it, so Rodgers
pavers so wobbly that maneuvered the claw to push down on
home owner Darrell Upte- the front edge while Knode and foreman

graft, right, bad to grab at

Ernie H Irt i
it b o e b, rnie Harrell tamped dirt into the space

behind with shovels. Knode then sig-
naled Rodgers to back up toward the
rock pile, and picked out the next piece. Thus the staircase ascended,
step by step. By 9:20 a.m., the first run was complete. “Got the coffee
on?” Rodgers hollered.

Knode prefers to put no more than four or five steps in a stretch,
followed by a landing at least 4 feet square. This gives climbers a place
to catch their breath. Once the first landing was installed, he dis-
covered that it offered a peek of the bay, so he and Rodgers decided
to expand the area and made a note to later add a rock-lined firepit.
But that could wait until they were finished with the backhoe (which
was due over at another work site). Rodgers clambered aboard and
hoisted the final steps into position. By
10:30, the cabin staircase was set.

Rodgers’s crew then began building

Although sold as a “one-
man” stone, a single piece

often requires team effort the beach steps by pounding iron bars
to move. Isaac Treibel into the bluff and stirring up 75 bags of
dumps out a chunk of concrete mix. Constructing the wood

basalt while Wally Zwieg
guides it to a position
where be can inspect it.

staircase then took several days. When it
was ready, four stoneworkers spent a
morning laying five stone steps with
gravel treads to link the wooden run with
the lawn. They strained to control their rock-filled wheelbarrows.
Although the stones weighed more than 100 pounds apiece, they were
smaller than ideal, so the crew supported them with a stone retain-
ing wall that was angled into the bank and flared at the foot. Instead
of filling in behind each stone with sandy loam, they placed the pieces
in a base of crushed gravel and sand. To ensure that these petite pieces
wouldn’t come loose with erosion, they used a motorized tamper, which
made bystanders’ toes vibrate as it packed down the material.

Building the rear stairs was a complex process that involved trial
and error—each riser consisted of at least three rocks that needed
to interlock, forming a relatively flat step. Ideal chunks have at least
one wide, flat side (to create part of the tread) and another side almost
at a right angle (to become the vertical part of the step). Bulges and
gaps on other faces get buried.

As the crew finished, Uptegraft

Zuwicg il a vetabiing mowed the lawn, tidied up the

wall for the beach stairs, flowerbeds, even cleaned the house.
following the route on the Then he got on the phone: An outdoor
lawn that Robin Rodgers, party was brewing. Within a few hours,

rear, mapped out earlier

: ! 21 people had showed up for dinner.
with orange spray paint.

For the first time since moving into their
1,000-square-foot cottage, Dewey and
Uptegraft had plenty of room in which to entertain. One group of
guests strolled down to the beach. Others gathered in the cabin. Many
just lingered on the stone steps. A breeze rustled the redwood
branches. The bay glimmered in the distance. Smoke curled up from
the firepit. This paradise was now perfect. @




EEVE Iandscaper James -. Knode.

Because there wasn’t
enough room for the
backhoe to lift slabs into
place for the rear beach
stairs, the crew bad to
build the steps by hand.
They pieced together
small stones and filled in
with crushed gravel.
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I knew I could do it.
' I saw it on

! Home & (Garden

Television.

So I chose the light woods to go with the white chair -

a nice contrast to the black baby grand.

I let the window panes become the window dressing,

let the sun become the light, and let myself become

completely comfortable with the whole thing. HOME & GARDEN TELEVISION

visit us at hgtv.com imagine what you can do’



If the i1dea of mstalling msulation makes you 111111k of these,

you haven’t hedrd of ComfortTherm.

Installing insulation will

never conjure up images of

agony, misery or torture
again, as long as you use
ComfortTherm™ encapsulated
insulation. ComfortTherm™ is
wrapped in plastic, creating
a barrier between you and
the fiber | NMhich means
there’s less dust. And less
dust means less itching. But
ComfortTherm™ doesn't just
make your remodeling project

painless, its also superior to

Comfort Therm™ Insulation

ordinary insulation after it’s
installed. ComfortTherm™ has
a built-in, poly vapor barrier
which is twice ive as
Kraft facing. ComfortTherm™
can easily be installed in
walls and between floors,
and a wide range of R-values
are available. Even getting
information is easy. Call
1-800-654-3103 for a free
ComfortTherm™ brochure
or visit our website at

www.jm.com/comforttherm.

YY1 johns Manville




Cooling coils like this one
may look complex, but per-
form a very simple task: As a |
coolant circulates through its |
30 feet of copper tubing, the
cotl—mounted inside a
duct—absorbs beat from the
blower-driven airstream,
creating a temperature drop of 1
about 20 degrees. RIGHT: }
Heating at the Dream House
begins with an oil burner that
atomizes and ignites fuel oil to
heat water circulating through
cast-iron boiler sections.
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HOT STUFF
WAY OO

Boiler meets air conditioner in an efficient,
state-of-the-art comfort control system

BY BRAD LEMLEY PHOTOGRAPHS BY ERIC AXENE
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Though little more than half-finished, the
T.O.H. Dream House in Wilton, Connecticut,
already charms visitors with its classic windows,
playful octagonal tower, and riot of dormers.
But at this stage of construction, owner Wal-
ter Cromwell leaves the oohing and aahing to
others. As the house’s builder, he’s focused on
the far less attractive matters of ducts, pipes,
and wires that snake up from the basement and
through upstairs walls and ceilings. “It doesn’t
matter how great a house looks if it doesn’t have
great mechanicals,” he says. “I'm putting in the
same systems here that I’ve put in dozens of
houses, and I've never had an owner complain.
These are just a joy to live with.”

“Mechanicals” is builder lingo for the heat-
ing, cooling, and ventilation systems that can
make a house a climatic nirvana or an uncom-
fortable purgatory. This Old House’s Richard
Trethewey often grouses that most home own-
ers don’t know—and don’t care—about the
quality of their house’s mechanicals until it’s
too late, though virtually no other aspect of a
home is so crucial to their long-term satisfac-
tion. Cromwell is a notable, and instructive,
exception. As a result of years building high-
end houses for demanding clients, he knows
how to keep them comfortable and has mandated climate-control
components for his house that are every bit as impressive as its
architectural flourishes.

HEATING

Some 60 percent of American houses are heated with hot air that
blows from a furnace through ducts. Most of the rest are warmed by
hot water that flows from a boiler through pipes to baseboard or
cast-iron radiators. Furnace systems dominate because they’re cheaper
to install and integrate more easily with central air-conditioning, but
they can also generate noise, dust, and drafts, and they tend to

FUZZ-FREE BLANKET
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The world’s finest heating and cooling hardware would be
worthless in a house without an energy-efficient shell. At the
Dream House, installers meticulously tucked 6-inch (R-21)
fiberglass insulation into the walls and 10-inch (R-30) insulation
behind the roof rafters and between the ceiling joists.

As with all insulation installations, details matter. The installers
took care to persuade, but never compress, the batts into every
square inch of exterior wall, and to staple continuous courses of
polystyrene air-channels in each rafter bay—helping to keep the
roof cold in winter and forestalling ice dams.

Installing insulation is typically an itchy ordeal, but as Rob
Romano of Fairfield Insulation points out, many of the batts blan-

keting the Dream House are wrapped in a plastic sheath, which keeps most of the fibers from
flying about. “Actually, professional installers find this material a little harder to work with, but

do-it-yourselfers love it,” he says.

maintaining good indoor J’_ { 3
condenser (1) and a cooling coil (2) mounted in the air handler (3). Heating starts with
hot water pumped from a boiler (4) to a heating coil (5) also inside the air handler. A
thermostat (6) controls both systems, sending a signal to a relay (7), which turns on
the blower (8) and either the condenser or the boiler. Back in the air handler, a filter
(9) collects airborne dust, and a humidifier (10) keeps the air from over-drying.

cooling, heating, and
consists of an outdoor

take nearly all the humidity out of the air. Boiler-fired hot water heat-
ing is free of drafts and relatively quiet, and it doesn’t depress humid-
ity levels, but the hardware is more expensive, especially if it must
be constructed alongside air-conditioning ducts. Now, however, there’s
a way to capitalize on the advantages of hot air and hot water while
minimizing their drawbacks: hydro-air.

“It’s really the system of choice in this area, particularly for larger
houses,” says Lee Seward, the Dream House’s heating contractor.
In fact, in any climate that resembles Connecticut’s, with its humid
summers and cold, dry winters, hydro-air is worth consideration.

Seward begins a tour of the Cromwells’ installation in the
basement, jerking a thumb at
the $7,000, German-made,
350,000- Btu boiler. “The hot
water made here flows through
copper pipes to four coils inside
the ductwork,” he says, tracing
the pipes’ path beneath the
floor joists. “Two coils are
down here in the cellar, two are
in the attic.” Each of those four
duct sections also contains a
blower—known in the trade as
an air-handler—that switches
on in response to a thermostat’s
command, and blows air
warmed by the coil to one of
the house’s heating and cooling
zones: the kitchen, dining room,
and family room; the entry hall,

PHOTO: JOHN GRUEN; ILLUSTRATION: STEVE STANKIEWICZ
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A thermostat in any one of
the Dream House's four zones
signals the boiler to fire up
and beat water. When it's hot
enough, a prump—one of four
mounted on the right side—
sends hot water to a heating
coil in the duct system.




CUSTOMIZED COMFORT

The round, gold-toned thermostat that dots the walls in millions of houses is a virtual icon of home
comfort control, but it also has a telling nickname: the martyr thermostat. On cold mornings,
warming up the house requires a virtuous soul—having turned down the heat the night before—to
give up a cozy bed and turn the dial to get the furnace going. But the classic controller has given
way to a new generation of programmable thermostats that not only make heating and cooling sys-
tems run more efficiently, but also eliminate martyrdom: With one of these, a house will always be
at the desired temperature, and no one need ever again suffer that chilly walk in the dark.

Though specific brands offer different functions, all programmable thermostats do essentially the
same thing: They let you decide when a house will be heated or cooled, and automatically carry out your wishes. Some units allow four pro-
gram periods per day and different schedules for each day of the week, plus a manual override. Top-of-the-line models sometimes include a
thermidistat, which controls and coordinates the furnace, air conditioner, blower, and humidifier. You'll also find thermostats that can pro-
gram individual zones, giving you a way to customize temperature levels by the floor or wing.

Along with their convenience, these units can also save hundreds of dollars a year in energy bills and pay back their cost in a few
months. After that, the savings just keep mounting, all for punching a few buttons and letting a computer chip keep you comfortable.

living room, and den; the master bedroom suite; and the four other
bedrooms and three bathrooms upstairs.

The zoning setup may seem a bit Byzantine, and it does require
more hardware and controls, but it makes sense, especially for the
6,000-square-foot Dream House. Since the Cromwells wanted cen-
tral air-conditioning, the house had to have ductwork—about 400
feet of it. Seward could have run hot-water pipes alongside those ducts,
but such a duplicate effort would have been “just through the roof,
really expensive,” he says. And if he’d installed a standard hot-air sys-
tem, he would have had to install as many as four furnaces. With each
one constantly cycling on and off—losing heat between every warm-
up and cool-down—efficiency would’ve suffered. Seward believes that
one boiler sending its heat to the four distant coils (technically known
as water-to-air heat exchangers) is the
best solution, all things considered.

A major advantage of using coils is
that they “don’t cook all of the humid-

A pair of 250-gallon tanks store fuel for the oil-fired boiler.
To avoid future problems with rust-out and leakage,
installers put the tanks in the basement, not in the ground.

ity out of the air, the way a furnace does,” says Seward. “These heat-
ing coils take out maybe half the humidity.” Even that loss is com-
pensated for in this system: Fresh water, piped to a humidifier built
into the return-air duct and controlled by a humidistat, keeps the
entire interior from ever getting too dry.

COOLING

Western Connecticut isn’t West Texas, but sticky weather does set-
tle over these green hills during the doldrums that hit any time from
June to September. The Dream House cools off in much the same
way that it warms up: Blowers push air through a second set of
coils inside the ductwork. The blowers and ducts are the same ones
used by the heating system, but the cooling coils—positioned right
next to the heating coils—are filled
with freon, not water, and con-
nected to an outdoor central air
conditioner. At the Dream House,
four of these outdoor units, called
condensers, cool the same four
zones established for the heating
system. In a large house like this
one, different areas heat up and
cool down at different rates, and
having a quartet of condensers—
each of them sized for a particular
zone—makes the whole system
more energy-efficient.

There are instances, however,
when maximizing cooling efficiency
can waste money. The Dream
House condensers all have a sea-
sonal energy-efficiency ratio, or
SEER, of 11. Seward could have
installed units rated at 15 SEER,
which would have added $15,000
to the system cost. But, says
Seward, in the cooler Northeast, the
increased efficiency would only save
about $50 a month. “You’d buy
those units in Phoenix,” he says,
“but up here it just doesn’t pay.” &
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Left to right: Rolex Oyster Perpetual Lady Datejust in 18kt gold and stainless steel with matching Jubilee bracelet; Rolex Lady Oyster Perpetual

in 18kt gold with matching Jubilee bracelet and champagne diamond dial; Rolex Oyster Perpetual Lady Date in stainless steel with matching Jubilee bracelet.

Rolex, W, Oyster Perpetual Lady Datejust, Jubilee, Lady Oyster Perpetual and Oyster Perpetual Lady Date are trademarks.

Johnson's Jewelers
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Olde Raleigh Village
3201 John Humphries Wynd
Raleigh, NC 27612
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A year and a half ago, architect Robert A.M. Stern made his
first Dream House sketches. He wanted the design to be
grand, but not ostentatious; prominent, yet properly nestled
into the site’s gentle slope. Now that his plans have turned
into walls, roofs, dormers, and rooms, Stern has come to the
jobsite to see how the reality matches his vision. “It’s every-
thing I hoped it would be,” he says on a walk-through with
the owners, Walter and Julie Cromwell, and Caroline
Wheeler, Walter’s sister and
partner in the family house-
building business. “It takes
in the whole hillside
panorama without over-
whelming it.”

Going from room to
room, Stern directs his per-
fectionist eye toward a few
minor flaws (“Why, may I
ask, is that grille off center?”
he says, pointing to a heat-
ing register in the dining
room floor). Yet for the
most part, he has nothing
but praise for the construc-

tion. Walking around the

ABOVE: From left to right, Julie and Walter Cronuwvell, Robert

dreamhouse | update
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stone chimney and pronounces it well done. “You’ve got
a good mason, I'll tell you that,” he says, reaching out to
pat one of the grey stones.

For the Cromwells, it’s nice to hear confirmation of what
they’ve long felt: The home is coming together nicely. Wal-
ter and Julie spend just about every weekend roaming
through the empty, quiet house to check on hundreds of
details and imagine what life will be like once they move
in. “We picture putting a lit-
tle table here and having
breakfasts outside,” says
Walter, standing in an alcove
on the long covered porch.
And, some day, they hope to
put their first baby down for
a nap in the sun-filled,
octagonal tower just off the
master bedroom. “It’s easier
to dream when there are no
guys running table saws, no
radios blaring, and no one
yelling out lunch orders,”
says Julie, above the work-
day din. “That’s when the

place really starts to feel like

AM. Stern, and Carolyn Wheeler stand in front of the Dream

outside, he eyes the field-

NEXT ISSUE:

House, now just a couple of months from completion.

home.” — Curtis Rist

TRIM WORKS
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In the early 1900s, when Florence Foy Strang was growing up in Eufaula, Alabama,
porches were a way of life. On summer nights, she’d sit with her family on the por-
tico of their Greek Revival, enjoying the breeze blowing off the Chattahoochee River.
A delivery boy from the drugstore in this cotton town would bicycle over to bring her
father cigars and to chat a spell. The front porch was an intimate exterior room, allow-
ing the world in while filtering out its undesirable qualities. “We had no air conditioning,
no TV, no radio,” says Strang, now 91 and a local historian. “We’d sit outside in the rock-
ing chairs, and neighbors would come up and visit. Porches were visiting places.”

In Eufaula, as in so many American towns back then, folks conducted much of
the business of everyday life on their porches. Airy yet cloistered, shady yet light-filled,
these outdoor rooms offered a gentle transition between private and public spheres.
They were places to daydream, gossip, court, nap, cool off, grow old. Humble or grand,
from the unadorned posts of a French Colonial double-decker to the ornate spindles

Wl Portfolio

on a Queen Anne wraparound, porches were the original welcome mats. As the 1800s
brought industrialization, porches became an opportunity for the growing middle class
to express itself through elaborate flights of architectural fancy: Mail-order pattern books
were filled with machine-made columns, brackets, and cornice details that anyone could
use to gussy up their house’s most neighborly attribute.

Since ancient times, the porch has also provided shelter, a comfortable lookout
perch, and an escape from the smoke of indoor cooking fires. But porches have exacted
a price for their comforts —they’re high maintenance. “Porches are insurance policies for
carpenters,” says This Old House master carpenter Norm Abram. “With all that exposed
wood, porches always need work.”

That partly explains their demise during the postwar building boom, although air-
conditioning and a general retreat to the backyard patio were to blame as well. Yet a
nostalgia for the romance of porch life still percolates. Today, an e-mail nation regards
the porch as an architectural synonym for relaxation—a way of getting away without
going away. Enveloped in a perpetual state of graciousness, porch-sitters can watch

the world go by while staying connected to it all.
BY JOSEPH D’AGNESE
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‘| have long been convinced that
any of mankind’s problems could be properly
brought to bay on a good porch.”

—JOHN BASKINS
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Neoclassical .
After the 1893 World's =
Columbian Exposition, held in
Chicago, dramatic colonnades
g% enjoyed an architectural 3

TGN O,

e
vogue. Thanks to new meth o
' ods of prefabricating molded -
plaster, which made possib
the mass production of or?i
~ | capitals, Corinthian column:
became a hallmark of Ne
classical architecture. The
. expansive front portico of‘str?{
Holleman-Foy House, built i

entryway is typical in tha
despite its gracefully cu
- balcony—it serves more
. impress than to soothe.

PHOTO: ROY SIMMONS
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Queen Anne

With the introduction of
steam-powered lathes, which
spit out a dozen posts in the
time it took to turn one by
hand, 19th-century home
owners dressed up their
houses with balusters and
columns in an infinite variety
of patterns. The knobby-spin-
dled frieze on the turret of the
Skillman-Sands house, built in
1891 in Eufaula, Alabama, is a
prime example. The rectangu-
lar porch, which widens into
this six-sided gazebo-like
structure, hugs the asymmet-
rical facade and provides a
cool refuge for dining, rock-
ing, and people-watching.

Tidewater South

This hewn-log building is
believed to have been a
garrison house in a western
Virginia fort, most of which
was burned by Indians in
1790. In 1989, after the house
was moved to Syria, Virginia,
and restored, the owners
added the rear 32-by-10-foot
porch, which sits on a stone
foundation and affords a view
of the Blue Ridge Mountains
from two levels.
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Conch

After a fire destroyed much
of Key West, Florida, in 1886,
wealthy residents took the
opportunity to build grand
wooden houses that defied
architectural conventions by
combining aspects from sev-
eral styles. In the 1890s, the
town’s banker and grocer,
Richard Peacon, built this
house, which, like many other
conchs, is a melange—
Bahamian shutters, French
Colonial balcony, and Queen
Anne columns and balusters,
all dominated by a six-sided
tower with a double veranda.
Its island charm was enough
to entice Calvin Klein to pay
$1 million for it in the 1980s.

Italianate

Like many ltalianates built

in the mid-19th century,
Kendall Manor in Eufaula,
Alabama, is a multi-tiered
box garnished with fluted
classical columns and
numerous brackets that
support the roofs. Bracketed,
in fact, became synonymous
with the style. The wrap-
around porch—called a
piazza or loggia after the
Renaissance palaces seen
by wealthy Americans on the
grand tour—was designed
not only to keep the house
cool but also to recall a
glorious era before the
scourge of industrialization.

W
iy
[

s ethenn pm,
wafier [y
b

W weready e

4
=]
o
=
=)
]
-
4
o
@
&
=
o
E
o
@
.
=
o
=
=
W
>
o
i
. C
B °
]
B
o
I
o




“The porch promotes good conversation
simply by virtue of the fact that on a

porch there is no need for it.”
—GARRISON KEILLOR
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. This Old
Hotise.

Where and when to watch This Old House and This Old House Classics

®indicates This Old House CI. i vintage episodes rebroadcast on commercial stations.
ALABAMA SAN BERNARDINO GEORGIA ROCKFORD LEXINGTON BAD AXE
BIRMINGHAM KVCR, Thu. 7 pm, ALBANY ® WTVO, Sat. 6:30 p.m. WEKLE, Sun § pm. WUCK, Tue. 12:30 pam.,
WBIQ, Thu, 8:30 pm., Sar. § pam. SAN DIEGO ® WGV, Sun, 9 am. SPRINGFIELD @ WTVQ, Sar. 6 aan, Sun, 5 p.m.
® WOFT, Sun. 6:30 a.m. KPBS, Sat. 11:30 a.m. ATLANTA ® WICS, Sat. 7:30 am. LOUISVILLE CADILLAC
® WIS, Sun, 6:30 a.m. ® KGTV, San. 11:30 a.m. WGTY, This 8:30 pun., O WKM], 30 p.m. WCMV, Sar. 2:30 p.m.
DEMOPOLIS SAN FRANCISCO Sar. 5:30 pum., Sun. 7 pan. AR Wkll’ ; Sun. 5 pn. & WWTV/WWUE, Son. 10:30 a.m.
WIIQ, Thy, §:30 pan., Sat. 8 p.m. KQED, $at. § pam. WPBA, Mo, § p.m., Wed. 2 p.n., tvr sy @ WAVE, Sar. 6:30 a.m. DETROIT
Dozick ® KPIX, Sun. 5 a.m. Sar, 6 pm. by TEp8. MADISONVILLE WTVS, Thu, 8:30 p.m.,
WDIQ, Thu, 830 pum., Sa. § pan SANJOSE ® WXIA, Sar. § a.m: and Sat: 1230 pm. WKMA, Sun. 5 pm. Fri. 1-a.m., Sat. 10 a.m.
A KTEH. Sat. 3 2:30 pms EVANSYILLE ROREWEAD ® WDIV, Sat. 6:30 a.m.
FLORENCE S il NIN 2:30
Sun. 4:30 CHATSWORTH O a0 g, WKMR, Sun. 5 pm. EAST LANSING
WFIQ, Thu. $:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m. Wl Al e e o s e ;
SAN MATEO WCLP, Thu. 8:30 p.m., i MURRAY WKAR, Thu. 9 p.m.,
HUNTSYILLE 3 Bl ® WEIE, Sun. 6 a.m. . : :
S i 03 Sat. 5:30 pun., Sun. 7 pim. WEMU. & Sar. 1:30 p.m., Sun, 5 pm.
WHIQ, Thu, 8:30 p.m., Sar. § p.m. KCSM, Toes. 6:30 pum., EORT WAYNE MU, Sun. 5 pum.
® WYLE, Sat. 5 pm. Suifrcl lnor ORI O WEWA. Sat. 10 aum. OWENSBORD ﬂi‘”:ll\i a0 s e 50
Fieviie SANTA BAREARA :Ifil‘.(:;1 Thu E:!l? pait; ® WEEE, Sun. 6 a.m, WKOH, Sun. 4 pm. e M, Thu. 9:30 p.m., Sar. 1:
. 2 n am. a1, . P, Sun, p.m. SLLE
WGIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., P o i INDIANAPOLIS bt ss ® WEYI, Sun. 10:30 am.
it 230 pum, Y N, Sun. 5 pum.
Sar. 8230 p.m. colL WIS, Thu, 8:30 pan.. W }"l. L h:u. 10 a.m., Sun. 6 p.m. GRAND RAPIDS
HOBILE BOULDER Sat. 5:30 o, Sun. 7 g, SALY e 30 b e A WGV, Tha, 8:30 p.m.,
@ WALA, Sar. § a.m. KBDI, Wed. 3:30 a.m. and 5:30 DAWSON ® WTHR, Sun. 6:30 am. W KII D, 'aun_. 5 pum. St 10w
WEIQ, Thu. $:30 p.m.,, P, Sat. $:30 peon., Sun. 4 p.. WACS, This, 830 pn MERRILLYILLE ® WDKA, Sun. 11 am. ® WLLA, Sar. 2:30 pam.
Sar. 8 pan. COLORADO SPRINGS Sat. 5230 piiic; Sin. 7 . WYDN, Thie. 7 p.m., Sun. 3:30 p.m. ?I‘IIEYI‘I.I.E : KALAMAZOO
MONTGOMERY ® KRDO, Sun. 11:30 am. MACON MUNCIE WP, Surti5: poon- WGV, Th, 8:30 pan.,
WAIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sar. § pm. BEkiin ® WMAZ Sac. 1 pm. WIPE, Sun, 4:30 p.m. SOMERSET Sat. 10 a.m.
MOUNT CHEAHA KRMA, Sat, 2 ., San. S30 P pypam SOUTH BEND VRS S pan. LANSING
WCIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m. ® KONC, Sun. 1 am. WABW, Tho. 8:30 pm. ® WBND, Sun. 7:30 a.m. 1L A @ WILX, Sat. 6 a.m,
ALASKA GRAND JUNCTION Sar. 5:30 pum., Sun. § pam. A L S ALEXANDRIA MANISTEE
ANCHORAGE ® KJCT, Sar. | pum. . TERREHAUTE KLPA, Sun. 10 am: WCMW, Sar. 2:30 pm.
KAKM, Mon: 6 pum.; PUEBLO WVAN, Thu, 830 pn., B RN BATON ROUGE MARQUETTE
Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m. KTSC, Thu, 7:30 p.m., Sar, 5:30 p. VINCENNES KLPB, Sun. 10 a.m. WNMLU, Sar. 1:30 p.m.
® KIMO, Sun. 3 pm. Sat. 2:30 p.m, 8 WTOC, Sa WVUT, Sar. 12:30 p.m. ® KWE), Sun. 3 pm, MOUNT PLEASANT
FAIRBANKS CONMNECTICUT WAYCROSS IOWA LAFAYETTE WOMU, Sat. 2:30 pom.
KUAC, F pam., Sar. § am. FAIRFIELD WXGA, Thu. 8:30 p.m., CEOAR RAMIDS KLPB, Sun. 10 a.m. UNIVERSITY CENTER
® AT Sin, 3 o WEDW, Thu. 11:30 p.m., Fri. noon, St Ot S0 ® KWWL, Sun. 10 am. LAKE CHARLES WUCM, Tue. 12:30 pan.,
JUNEM Sar. 7 pam., Sun. 10:30 a.m. WRENS COUNCIL BLUFFS KLTT, Sun, 10 a.m. Sun; 5 p.m,
KTOQ, Fri. 8 p.m,, Sar. 8 a.m. WCES, Thu, §:30 p.m., i s s & oalay MONROE
® KJUD, Sun. 3 pm, HARTFORD Sar. §:30 p.m.. Son. 7 p.m. L T TR g K MINNESOTA
" Y WEDH, Thu. 11:30 p.m., Fri. noon, BT L DAVENPORT KLTM, Sun. 10 a.m. APPLETON
ARIZONA Sar. 7 p.m., Sun. 10:30 a.m, KQCT, Tue. 7 pumy NEW ORLEANS KSMN, Sat. 12:30 pm., This. 8 p.m.
PHOENIX ® WFSE, Sat. 6:30 a.m, HONOLULU 5 230 pan. WYES, Sar. 8:30 aun. KWOM, Sar. 12:30 pom.,
KAET, Thu. 2 pm. and 7:30 p.m., NEW HAVEN KHET, Sar, 7:30 a.m. ® WQAD, Sun. 11 a.m. ® WVUE, Sar. 6 a.m. Thu. 8 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. WEDY, Thu, 11:30 p.m., Fri. noon, ® KHNL. Sat. 4:30 p.m. DES MOINES SHREVEPORT AUSTIN

® KNXV, Sun. 10 a.m.

TUCSON
KUAS, Sar. 11 a.m, and 6:30 pm.
KUAT, Sat, 11 a.m, and 6:30 p.m.
® KTTU, Sar. 9 a.m.

ARKADELPHIA

KETG, Sat. 12:30 p.m.
FAYETTEVILLE

KAFT, Sar. 12:30 p.m.
JONESBORO

KTE], Sar. 12:30 p.m.
LITTLE ROCK.

KETS, Sar. 12:30 p.m.

® KTHV, Sun, 10:30 a.m.
MOUNTAIN VIEW

KEMY, Sat. 12:30 p.m.

BAKERSFIELD
® KUV, Tues. 1:30 a.m.,
Sar. 7am.
CHICO
® KRCR, Sun. § p.m.
EUREKA
KEET, Wed. 7:30 p.m.,
Sat. 10:3

FRESNO
® KFSN, Fri. § a.m.
KVPT, Sat. %:30 a.m., Sun. 7 pm,

HUNTINGTON BEACH

KOCE, Sax. 4:30 p.m., Tues. § p.m.

LOS ANGELES

KCET, Sar. 5:30 pom.

® KABC, Sun. 6 a.m.
MONTEREY/SALINAS

® KCBA, Sun. 8:30 a.m.
PALM SPRINGS

® KPSP, Sun. 8 a.m.
REDDING

KIXE, Sat. 10:30 a.m.
ROHNERT PARK

KRCB, Sun. 7:30 p.m., Wed. noon
SACRAMENTOD

KVIE, Thu. 8§ p.m., Sat. £:30 am,

Sat, 7 p.m., Sun, 10:30 a.m,

NORWICH
WEDN, Thu. 11:30 p.m., Fri, noon,
Sat. 7 pum., Sun. 10:30 a.m.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WETA, Sar. 9:30 a.m.
O WRC, Sun, 3:30 am.
and 1:30 pam,

FLORIDA

BONITA SPRINGS
® WGCL, Sar 12 pomy, 12:30 pom,
Sat. 1:30 pm., Sun. 5 pom,
DAYTONA BEACH
WCEL, Tue. 8 p.m.,
Sar. §:30 p.m.
FORT MYERS
® WTVK, Sar. 5:30 a.m.
GAINESYILLE
WUFT, 5at. :30 a.m.,
1:30 pm.
® WCIB, Sat. 2 p.m.
JACKSONYILLE
@ WIXT, Sat. 4:30 a.m.
WJCT, Sar. noon
MIAMI
WLRN, Sun. 10 a,m.
WPET, Sar. 11 a.m.
® WBZL, Sat. 4:30 a.m.
ORLANDO
® WKCE, Sat. 4 a.m.
WMFE, Sat. 9 am. and 1 p.m.,
Sun, 9 a.m.
PENSACOLA
WSRE, Sar. 12:30 pm.
and & p.m.
SARASOTA
® WWSB, Sun. 11:30 a.m.
TALLAHASSEE
WESL, Sar. 1:30 p.m.
and & p.m.
TAMPA
WEDLU, Sat. 11:30 a.m.
WUSE, Wed. 9 p.m., Sun. 5:30 p.m.
® WTVT, Sat. 6 a.m,
WEST PALM BEACH
® WPTV, Sun. 6 a.m,,
12:30 p.m.

WAILUKU
KMEB, Sar. 7:30 a.m.

IDAHO
BOISE

KAID, Sun. 4:30 p.m.

® KTRV, Sun. 6:30 a.m.
COEUR D'ALENE

KCDT, Sun, 3:30 pm,
MOsSCOW

KUID, Sun. 3:30 p.m.
POCATELLO

KISU, Sun. 4:30 p.m.
TWIN FALLS

KIPT, Sun. 4:30 p.m.

ILLINOIS

CARBONDALE
WSIU, Thu. 7 pm., Fri. 12:30 pam.,
Sat. 12:30 pom.

CHAMPAIGN/URBANA
® WAND, Fri. 5:30 a.m.

WILL, Thu. 7:30 p.m.,
Sun. 3:30 p.m.

CHARLESTON
WEIL, Sar. 8:30 p.m.

CHICAGD
WTTW, Tue.
Thu. 1:30 a.
® WFLD, Sun. 11:30 a.m.

JACKSONVILLE
WSEC, Thu. 10 p.m.,
Sun, 1:30 p.m.

30 pam,

MACOMB

WMEC, Thu. 10 p.m.,

Sun. 1:30 p.m.
MOLINE

WOQPT, Tue. 7 pan., Sat. 5:30 pm,
OLNEY

WUSL, Tho. 7 pam., Fr 12:30 pom.,
Sar. 12:30 pom.
PEORIA
® WTVE Fri,
Sar. 12:30 p.
® WHOI, Fri. 5:30 a.m.
QUINCY
WQEC, Thu. 10 p.m.,
Sun, 1:30 p.m.

5:30 a.m.,

KDIN, Fn. 6:30 pam.,
Sar. 1:30 p.m.

® WHO, Sat. 5 am,,
Sun. noon

FORT DODGE

KTIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 p.m.

10WA CITY
KIIN, Fri, 6:30 p.m., Sar. 1:30 pm.
MASON CITY
KYIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m..
Sat. 1:30 p.m.
RED OAK
KHIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m.,
Sat. 1:30 pm.
Sloux Ty

KSIN, Fri, 6:30 pm., Sat. 1:30 pm.

WATERLOOD
KRIN, Fri. 6:30 pam.,
Sat, 1:30 p.m.

KANSAS

BUNKER HILL
KOOD, Thu, 7 p.m,,
Sat. 12:30 pam.

LAKIN
KSWE, Thu. 7 p.m.,
Sar. 12:30 p.m.

ASHLAND
WEAS, Sun. § pan.
BOWLING GREEN
WKGE, Sun. 4 pan.
WEYU, Toe, | pm,
and #:30 p.m.
® WEKO, Sun. 6:30 a.m.
COVINGTON
WCVN, Sun. § pm.
ELIZABETHTOWN
WKZT, Sun. § p.m.
HAIARD
WKHA, Sun. § p.m.

KLTS, Sun. 10 a.m.
® KTBS, Sun. 6:30 a.m.

BANGOR

WMEB, Sar. 1:30 p.m.
CALAIS

WMED, Sat. 1:30 pam.
LEWISTON

WCRR, Sar. 1:30 p.m.
PORTLAND
Sat. 1:30 pm.
[, Sun. 8:30a.m.

PRESQUE ISLE
WMEM, Sat. 1:30 p.m.

ANNAPOLIS

WMPT, Sar. 4:30 p.m.,

Sun. 6:30 pm.
BALTIMORE

WMPE, Sat. 4:30 p.m.,

Sun. 6:30 p.m.

® WMAR, Sar. 11:30 2.m.
FREDERICK

WEFT, Sat. 4:30 pam.,

Sun, 6:30 pam.
HAGERSTOWN

WWPE, Sat. 4:30 p.m,,

Sun. 6:30 pom.
DAKLAND

WGPT, Sar. 4:30 p.m.,

Son. 6:30 p.m.
SALISBURY

WCPB, Sat. 4:30 pm.,

Sun. 6:30 p.m.

WGBX, Sun. 9 am.
® WEXT, Sun. 10 a.m.

SPRINGFIELD
WGBY, Thu, 8 pom, Sar, 5:30 p.m.

um, Sat. $:30 pom.

ALPENA
WML, Sar. 2:30 p.m,

KSMQ, Thu. 7 p.m.,

Sar, 12:30 p.m.
BEMIDJI

KAWE, Thu, 7:30 p.m.,

Sat. 12:30 p.m.
BRAINERD

KAWB, Thu. 7:30 p.m.,

Sar. 12:30 pm.
DULUTH

WDSE, Sat. 6:30 pan.,

Sun. 9:30 a.m,
ROCHESTER

® KAAL, Sun, 7:30 a.m.
ST. PAUL/MINNEAPOLIS

KTCA, Wed, 7:30 p.m.,

® KSAX, Sar. 6:30 a.m.
® KRWE, 5ar. 6:30 a.m.
MISSISSIPPI
BILOXI
WMAH, Sat. 6:30 p.m.

BOONEYILLE

WMAE, Sat. 6:30 p.m.
BUDE

WMAL, Sar. 6:30 p.m.
COLUMBUS/TUPELD

® WCBL Fri. 5:30 a.m,

GREENWOOD
WMAQ, Sar. 6:30 p.m.

WMPN, Sar. 6:30 pum.
MERIDIAN

WMAW, Sar. 6:30 p.m.
MISSISSIPPI STATE

WMAB, Sar, 6:30 p.m.
OXFORD

WMAYV, Sat. 6:30 pm.
MISSOURI
COLUMBIA

® KRCG, Sun. 5 am.

JOPLIN
® KOAM, Sat. § am.
KOZ], Sat. 12:30 pm.

#CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS.
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KANSAS CITY

KCPT, Thu, 7 p.m., Sar. 12:30 p.m.

® KMBC, Sar. 6:30 am.
ST. LOUIS

KETC, Wed. 12:30 pan., Sat. 6:30

.

® KTV, Sar. 12:30 p.m.
SEDALIA

KMOS, Sar. 12:30 pom.
SPRINGFIELD

KOZK, Sat. 12:30 p.m.,

® KSPR, Sat 6 a.m.
MONTANA
BILLINGS

® KULR/KYUS, Sun: %:30 a.m
BOZEMAN

KUSM, Wed, 11:30 p.m.,

Sat. 11:30 a.m.
MISSOULA

KUFM, Wed, 11:30 p.m.,

Sar. 11:30 a.m.
NEBRASKA
ALLIANCE

NETY, Sar. 10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
BASSETT

NETV, Sat. 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
HASTINGS

NETY, Sat. 10 a.m, and 5:30 p.m.
LEXINGTON

KLNE, Sat. 10 a.m, and 5:30 p.m.

? " Sat, 10 am, and 5:30 pm.
® KHAS, Sar. § pm
MERRIMAN

NETY, Sat. 10 am, and §:30 p.m.
NORFOLK

NETY, Sat. 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

& am.

METV, Sat. 10 a.m. and 5:30 pm.
NEVADA

LAS YEGAS
KIVX, Sat. 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.,
Sun, 7
® KTNV, Sun. 8:30 a.m.
RENO
KNPB, Sar, 10:30 am.,
Sun. 5 pm.
® KAME, Sar. 10 a.m,

NEW HAMPSHIRE
DURHAM
WENH, Thie. 8:30 p.m.,
Sun, 10 a.m.
KEENE
WEKW, Thu. 8:30 p.m..
Sun. 10 a.m,
LITTLETON
WLED, Thu. 8:30 pm.,
Sun, 10 am.
MANCHESTER
® WMUR, Sar. 6 a.m.

NEW JERSEY

CAMDEN
WNIS, Thu. 8 p.m., Sar. & p.m,
Sun, 3:30 p.m.

MONTCLAIR
WNIN, The. § p.m., Satr.
8 pum., Sun. $:30 pam.

NEW BRUNSWICK.
WHNB, Thu. § p.m., Sar. § pm.,
Sun. 5:30 pim.

TRENTON
VNI, Thu. § pom., Sar. 8 pon.,
San. §:30 p.m.

ALBUQUERQUE
KNME, Sun. 7 a.m. and 10 am.,
Thu, 7 p.m.
® KOB, Sun. 6:30 a.m.
LAS CRUCES
KRWG, Sat. 11:30 a.m.

PORTALES
KENW, Wed. 10:30 pm.,
Sat. 4 pm.

NEW YORK

ALBANY
& WXXA, Fri. 1:30 am.,
Sun. 11:30 a.m.

“BINGHAMTON

WSKG, Sar. 8 am,, Sun. 7 p.m,
® WENG, Sar. 6:30 am.

® WIVB, Sar. 6 am,
ELMIRA
® wYDC*
LONG ISLAND
WLIW, Sar. 10:30 a.m., Sun. § p.m.

NEW YORK CITY

WNET, Sar. 6:30 p.m.

& WCBS, Sun. 7:30 a.m.
NORWOOD

WNPL Sar. 10:30 a.m.
PLATTSBURGH

WCFE, Sen. 11:30 a.m.
ROCHESTER

WXXL, Sar. 10:30 a.m., Sun. 5:30

P

® WHEC, Sun. & a.m.
SCHENECTADY

WMHT, Sar. 10:30 a.m.

WMHQ, Sun. %:30 a.m.
SYRACUSE

WONY, Sat. 10:30 2.m.

® WSTM, Sun. § am.
WATERTOWN

WINPE, Sar. 10:30 a.m.

NORTH CAROLINA

ASHEVILLE

WUNE, Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. % am.
CHAPEL HILL

WUNC, Sar. 5:30 p.m., Sun, 9 a.m.
CHARLOTTE

® WAXN, Sun, 12:30 p.m.

® WSOC, Sar, 6:30 am.

WTVE Thu. 8 p.m., Sat. 5 p.m.,

Sun. 11 am.

WUNG, Sar. 5:30 p.m., Sun. % am.
COLUMBLA

WUNID, Sar. 5:30 pm.,

Thie. 8 pom.
GREENSBORO

® WGHP, Sar, 6:30 am.
GREENVILLE
WUNK, Sat. 5:30 pm., Sun. ¥ a.m.
® WLOS, Sar. Tam.

JACKSONVILLE

WLUNM, Sat. 5:30 pum., Sun. ¥ a.m.

LINVILLE
WLUNE, Sar. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.

LUMBERTON

I, Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.

RALEIGH
® WTVD, Sun. 6:30 am.

ROANOKE RAPIDS
WLINP, Sar. 5:30 p.m., Sun. % a.m

WILMINGTON
WIUN], Sar. 5:30 pm., Sun. 9 a.m,

WINSTON-SALEM
WUNL, Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. $ a.m.

NORTH DAKOTA

BISMARCK

KBME, Thu. 7 p.m., Sar. 6 p.m.
DICKINSON

KDSE, Th. 7 pomiy Sar: & pimn.
ELLENDALE

KJRE. Thu. 7 p.m., Sar. 6 p.m.
FARGO

KFME, Thu. 7 p.m., Sat. & p.m.

® WDAY, Sun. 6:30 am.

® WDAZ, Sun. 6:30 a.m.
GRAND FORKS

KGFE, Thu. 7 p.m., Sat. 6 p.m,
MINOT

KSRE, Thu. 7 pom, Sar. 6 pm.

WILLISTON
KWSE, Thu. 7 p.m., Sar. 6 pm,

OHIO

AKRON

WEAD, Sat. 10:30 a.m

and § p.m., Sun. 4 pam,
ATHENS

WOUB, Sar. § p.m.
BOWLING GREEN

® WEKO, Sun. 6:30 a.m.

WRBGL, Sar. 1:30 pm.,

Mon. 3 pm.
CAMBRIDGE

WOUC, Sar. 5 p.m
CINCINNATI

WCET, Thu. 8 pm.,

Sar. 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

® WCPO, Sun. 9:30 a.m.
CLEVELAND

WVIZ, Sar. 1 pm.,

Son. 12:30 p.m.

® WEWS, Sun. 6 a.m.
COLUMBUS

WOSU, Thu, & p.m., Sar. 4:30 p.m,

& WYX, Sun, %:30 a.m,
DAYTON

WPTD, Thy, § p.m.. Sat. 9:30 a.m.

® WHIO, Sat. 5:30 a.m.

OXFORD
WPTO, Mon. 7:30 p.m.
Sun. 12:30 p.m.

PORTSMOUTH

WPBO, Thu. 8 pum., Sat. 4:30 p.m.

TOLEDO
WCTE, Thu. 8 p.m.,
Sar. 1 p.m.; Sun. 1 p.m.
® WTVG, Sun. 7 a.m.
'WHEELING (W.V.)
® WTRF*
YOUNGSTOWN

WNEOQ, Sat. 10:30 a.m. and 5 pum.,

Sun, 4 p.m.
® WFM], Sun. 10 a.m.

OKLAHOMA

CHEYENNE
KWET, Sar. 9:30 aum.
and 12:30 p.m.
EUFAULA
KOET, Sar. 9:300 a.m.
and 12:30 pan.
OKLAHOMA CITY
KETA, Sar. 9:30 a.m, and
12:30 p.m.
® KPSG, Sar. 9:30 a.m.
TuLSA
KOED, Sar. %:30 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m_
® KTUL, Sun. 12:30 pom.

BEND
KOAB, Thu. 8 p.m.,
Sar. § p.m.
CORVALLIS
KOAC, Thu § pm.,
Sar. § p.m.
EUGENE
KEPB, Thu. 8 p.m.,
Sat, § p.m.
® KMTR, Sun. 9 a.m.
HLAMATH FALLS
KFTS. Thu. § pm.,
Sar. 10530 a.m.
LA GRANDE
KTVR, Thu. 8 pm..
Sat. § p.m.
MEDFORD
KSYS, Thu. 8 pm,,
Sat. 10:30 a.m.
® KOBYKOTL Sun. 4 pm.
PORTLAND
KOPB, Thu. 8§ pum.,
Sar, § pm.
® KATU, Sar. 5:30 am.,
Sun.

2:30 pm,
PENNSYLVANIA

ALLENTOWN
WILVT, Fn. 7:30 pum..

ERIE

WOLN, Sar. 6:30 p.m.

@ WJET, Sar. 6:30 a.m.

@ WEXF, Sun. 6:30 a.m.
HARRISBURG

WITF, Thu. 8 pom.,

Sat. 9 a.m. and & p.m.

® WGAL, Sun. 11:30 a.m.
JOHNSTOWN

@ WATM. Sun, 10:30 am.
PHILADELPHIA

WHYY, Sav 11 am. and 6 p.m.,

Sun, 7 pom.

@ WTXEF, Sar. 5 am.
PITTSBURGH

@ KDKA, Fn. 5:.

WQED, Sat. § p.m.

WQEX, Sat. 5 pm.
PITTSTON

WVIA, Thu. 8 pm.,

Sat. § p.m. and $:30 p.m.
UNIVERSITY PARK.

WPSX, Sat. % a.m. and

5:30 pm., Sun. 4:30 pom.
WILKES-BARRE

® WILF, Sun. 10 a.m.

PROVIDENCE
WSBE, Tue. :30 p.m., Sun. & pm.
® WINE, Thu. 1:30 a.m.

SOUTH CAROLINA

ALLENDALE

WERA, Sar. 4 p.m.
BEAUFORT

WIW], Sar. 4 pm.
CHARLESTON

® WOCSC, Sar 5:30 a.m,

WITV, Sat. 4 p.m,
COLUMBIA

LEXINGTON-MARTIN
WLJT, Thu. 9:30 p.m.,
Sar. 12:30 p.m.
MEMPHIS
WKNO, Thu. 7 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.
® WPTY, Sar. 5 a.m.

® WKAG. Sun. 10 a.m.
TRI-CITIES
® WEPT/AWAPK, Sar. 10:30 am,

MARION
WMSY, Fri. 11 pm.,
Sar. 1:30 p.m.
NORFOLK
WHRO, Sat. §:30 am, and 2 p.m,
® WVEC, Sar. 7:30 am.
NORTON
WSBN, Fri. 11 p.m.,
Sat. 1:30 p.m.
RICHMOND
WCVE, Sat. 8:30 am.
WOV, Fri. 8:30 p.m,
® WTVR, Sar. 6 a.m.

AMARILLO
KACV, Sar. 12:30 p.m.
® KCPN, Sar. 10 am.
AUSTIN
KLRU, Sat. § p.m.

® KV, Sun. 5 am.
® KBMT, Sat. 5:30 a.m.
COLLEGE STATION
KAMU, Sat. 12:30 p.m., Mon. 10
p-m., Wed. 2 p.m.

30 pom. and 10 pom.

® KRIS, Sar. 11:30 am.
DALLAS/FORT WORTH

KERA, Sat. 9 a.m., 6:30 p.m.

® KDFI, Sun. 10:30 a.m,
EL PASO

KCOS, Sar. § pm.
HARLINGEN

KMBH, 5at. 12:30 p.m.

® KVEO, Sun. 6 a.m.
HOUSTON

KUHT, Sun, 11:30 a.m.

® KTRK, Sun. 11 a.m.

WBRA, Fri. 11 p.m.,
Sar. 1:30 p.m.
® W5LS, Sar. 6:30 a.m.

WASHINGTON
CENTRALIA

KCKA, Thu. 7 pum.,

Sat. 12:30 pom. and §:30 pm.
PULLMAN

KWSLU, Mon. 7:30 p.m.,

Wed. 7:30 a.m., Sar. 2 p.m.
RICHLAND

KTNW, Thu. 7 p.m.,

Sat. 2 p.m., Sun. 4:30 p.m.
SEATTLE

KCTS, Sun. 5 pm.

® KIRO, Sun. noon
SPOKANE

KSPS, Sar. 9:30 a.m.,

Sun. 5:30 p.m.

® KXLY, Sun. 9:30 a.m,
TACOMA

KBTC, Thu. 7 pm.,

Sat, 12:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
YAKIMA

KYVE, Sun. § p.m.

® WLTX, Sat. 5:30 a.m, KILLEEN WEST VIRGINIA

WRLK, Sat. 4 p.m. KNCT, Sat. 12:30 p.m., Sun, %:30 BECKLEY
CONWAY Ll WSWE. Sar. 1:30 p.m.

WHMC, Sat. 4 pam, LSO BLUEFIELD
FLORENCE/MYRTLE BEACH i 2;:":, s © WoAY*

WIPM, Sat. 4 p.m. © KLBK, Sun. § pan. CHARLESTON

® WPDE, Sun. 7 am. ohai ® WCHS, Sun. 6 a.m.
HECENVMLE KOCY, Sun, 12:30 pm, el

WNTV, Sar. 4 p.m. i e WPBY, Sat. 1:30 pm.
SRERRWIG KLRN, Sar. 1:30 p.m. il e

WNEH, Sat. 4 p.m. i WNPB, Sar. 1:30 p.m.
ROCK HILL . 'WHEELING

L ] N, Sat. m.
WNSC, Sar. 4 pm. LG an ® WTRF*
SPARTANBURG i
& KCTF, Mon. 12:30 p.m., WISCONSIN
WRET, Sat. 4 p.m. i
Sat. 6:30 p.m. GREEN BAY
suu_nm i ® KXXV, Sun. noon and WPNE, Wed. 7:30 p.m.,

WRJA, Sar. 4 pm. 12:30 p.m. Sun. 4 p.m.

SOUTH DAKOTA UTAH @ WFRYV, Sun. 5:30 a.m,
ABERDEEN PROVO LA CROSSE
KDSD, Sat. 4 p.m. KBYU, Sat. 9:30 a.m., :‘r“l:\v Wed. 7:30 p.m.,
BROOKINGS Wed. 11 pm. s i
® WEAU, Sun. 9am.
KESD, Sat. 4 pan. SALT LAKE CITY EALh S
Z . MADISON
EAGLE BUTTE KUED, Sat. 8 aum. and 5 p.m.
i e WHA, Wed. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m.
® KTVX, Sun. 11 am.

bl P, = ® WISC, Sar. 6:30 a.m.
LOWRY VERMONT ® WKOW, Sun. 6 am.

R Sa £ p 8 BURLINGTON MENOMONIE
MARTIN WETK, Thu. 8 p.m., WHWC, Wed. 7:30 p.m.,

KZ5D, Sar. 4 pm. Sar. 11 a.m. Sun. 4 p.m.

PIERRE ® WCAX, Sun. 8:30 am, MILWAUKEE

KTSD, Sat. 4 p.m, RUTLAND WMVS, Thu, 7:30 p.m.,
RAPID CITY WVER, Thu. 8 p.m., Sar. §:30 a.m.

KBHE, Sar. 4 pum Sar. 11 am, ® WTM], Sun. 6 a.m.

® KCLO, Sat. 4 p.m. ST. JOHNSBURY PARK FALLS
SI0UX FALLS WVTE, Thu. 8 p.m., WLEF, Wed. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m.

KOS, Sar. 4 p.m. Sar. 11 a.m, WAUSAU

@ KELQ, Sar. § p.m. WINDSOR WHRM, Wed. 7:30 p.m.,
VERMILLION WVTA, Thu. § p.m., Sun. 4 p.m,

KUSD, Sar. 4 pm, Sar. 11 a.m, ® WIFW, Sun. 10:30 a.m.
TENNESSEE VIRGINIA WYOMING
CHATTANOOGA CHARLOTTESYILLE RIVERTON

® WDNN. Sat. 11 a.m. WHTJ, Sat. 8:30 a.m. KCWC, Sat. § pum.

WTCL Sat. 1:30 p.m. FALLS CHURCH
COOKEVILLE WNVT, Sar, 2:30 p.m.

at. 12:30 p.m. HARRISOMBURG

WEOP, Sar. 1:30 p.m.
WSJK, Sat. 1:30 pan.
® WATE, Sac. 5:30 a.m.

WVPT, Sar. 1:30 pam.
WVPY, Sar. 1:30 pm.

#CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS.
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éo\“"" In April, 1961, President John F. Kennedy Flash forward to July, 1969: The world stands
iQ

announced that by the end of the 1960s, still as Americans walk on the moon. Tens of

the USA would put a man on the moon. millions of people on Earth watch it

Just two problems: No one in NASA had a happen on blurry black-and-white

clue about how to get someone there... television screens with lousy reception

or back. from a quarter of a million miles across
the heavens. It's the greatest science

The first American had flown into space :
and engineering adventure of all time.

(for just a few minutes) only two weeks
earlier. The Russians had shot the first man This month, NOVA marks the 30th
into space a few weeks before we did. The anniversary of Apollo 11 by going

Space Race was on in a big way. behind the scenes to show who did

Everything in the new arena of space travel

IF THEY GOT LOST, THE)Y
STOP AND ASK

(NOT THAT A SPACESHIP FUL

was unknown. (Even the word “astronaut” was what to get
just being used.) Everything needed to be invent- us from here
ed. Then tested. And there were no computers to there...
(or rockets or even batteries!) capable of mak- and back.

ing such a trip. Where do you start in on some-

thing like this?

MAJOR FUNDING IS PROVIDED BY THE PARK FOUNDATION
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OF MEN WOULD ASK ANYWAY)
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NOVA-living, breathing proof that _"_ ? Tuesday, July 13 at 8pm ET on PBS

turning your brain on at the end of _ Check local listings

the day can actually be more ¥ a N OVA

rejuvenating than turning it off. MifiRa-b i Gt Ev (SRR
www.pbs.org/nova/tothemoon
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Days of Wine and Rooftops
This Old House’s Norm and Steve find much to their taste in Napa Valley
BY NICOLE GALLAND

Before: Dennis Duffy thought the only area
of his bouse that needed some TLC from
T.O.H. was his kitchen. How wrong he was...

Week 16 (July 3-4)
Norm and Steve help mount the front
doorway. After getting a tour of the new
kitchen from designer Glenn Berger,
Steve visits a custom-kitchen
showroom in Bath, Maine.
Watch and learn: Installing a toilet.
Resources: Pneumatic fastener:
Senco Products Inc., 513-388-2000.
Restaurant-style range and hood:
Viking Range Corp., 601-455-1200.
Sprayer-roller: Titan Tool Inc., 800-526-
5362, supplied by Natick Airless Inc.,
508-653-0808. Lavatory: Heritage 2-
piece, American Standard Inc., 732-
980-3000.

Week 17 (July 10-11)
Carpeting made of recycled plastic
bottles is cut and installed. Richard
Trethewey and Norm put in the
stainless-steel kitchen sink, review the
environmentally friendly features of the
new dishwasher, and connect the ice-
and-water service for the new
refrigerator.

Watch and learn: Texturizing,
antiquing, and painting interior walls.
Resources: Carpet installer: Michael J.
Griffiths, 781-933-0441. Carpet:
Caladium Carpets (Beaulieu of America),
706-295-5621. Foldout ironing board:
Ironfix by Hafele America Co., 336-889-
2322. Laundry room cabinets: Haas
Cabinet Co., 800-457-6458. Laminate
countertops: Wilsonart International,
254-207-7000. Granite countertops: Art
in Stone Inc., 781-938-1820. Kitchen
sink: Gourmet by Elkay Manufacturing
Co., 630-574-8484. Appliances:
Kitchen Aid, 800-422-1230 or 800-541-
6390. Interior design: Domain, 781-769-
9130. Fire and security system: East
Coast Security Services Inc., 800-639-
2086 or 603-898-6823.

Week 18 (July 17-18)
Steve tours the many final touches in
the house: flooring contractor Jeff
Hosking works nights on the old pine
floors; lighting designer Melissa Guenet

demonstrates a variety of
lighting solutions; interior
designer Judy George strolls
through the furnished rooms;
Richard Trethewey makes a
final plumber’s tour. Outside,
Tom Silva and Norm examine
the problems the Maitlands
still need to tackle.

Watch and learn: Installing
celling fans.

Resources: Landscape
architect: Thomas Wirth
Associates, 508-651-3643.
Urethane floor finish:
BonaKemi U.S.A. Inc., 800-
872-5515. Light fixtures and
switches: Standard Electric
Supply Co., 781-890-1050.
Lighting designer: Melissa
Guenet, formerly with Standard Electric
Supply Co. Bath fixtures: American
Standard Inc (see week 16). Seamless
acrylic shower stall: Lasco Bathware,
714-993-1220. Fiberglass shower
surround: Swan Corp., 800-325-7008.
Manifolds, tubing, and baseboard:
R.S.T. Inc., 781-320-9910. Master
heating control: Stadler Corp., 800-
370-3122. Copper and PVC piping:
Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Co., 800-
438-6091.

Week 1 (July 24-25)
Steve and Norm head to beautiful Napa
Valley, California, to take a look at
Dennis Duffy's 1906 farmhouse.
Although Dennis’s main interest is
renovating the kitchen and mudroom,
Norm's evaluation makes it clear there's
a lot more to be done. Steve meets
with architect Jon Lail, who
recommends expanding the footprint
and adding windows.
Watch and learn: The functional
layout of commercial wineries.
Resources: Architect: Lail-Livingston
Design Group, 707-963-1565. General
contractor: James Nolan Construction
Inc., 707-963-3222.

Week 2 (July 31-August 1)
Jon Lail and “synthetic-environment
designer” David Munson take Norm on
a computer-generated virtual-reality
tour of what the project house and
kitchen will look like when they are
completed. Back at the house, things
are not looking up. The back porch is
pulled away from the house with a
backhoe, which rolls over the septic
tank, rupturing it. Extensive termite
damage is discovered, and the
foundation looks worse every day.
Watch and learn: Removing a
porch.

Resources: \/irual-reality computer
design: David Munson, HOK
Architects, 314-421-2000. Computer
equipment: Silicon Graphics (now
S.G.L), 925-277-1940.

Week 3 (August 7-8)
In the aftermath of a deadly storm,
Nerm and foreman Jeff Castille discuss
the new foundation work. Roofing
contractor Mike McDermott examines
the woebegone roof with Steve. Norm
checks out the construction of a nearby
rammed-earth house.
Watch and learn: Using a water level.
Resources: Miscellaneous building
supplies: Orchard Supply Hardware,
408-281-3500. Water level: Versa-Level
by Price Brothers Tool Co., 415-897-
3153. Roofing contractor; Mike
McDermott, Raneri & Long Roofing Co.,
925-944-7059. Remote: Cal-Steam
Bath showroom, 415-861-3071. Bath
and kitchen fixtures: Kohler Co., 414-
457-4441. Aerial lift: Wilkinson
Equipment Corp (now Prime Equipment
Corp.), 800-843-1662.

Week 4 (August 14-15)
Plumbing contractor George Biter
shows Norm the plumbing and
ventwork that he has placed around the
framing for the new foundation. An
expanded ceiling beam replaces the
need for an awkward column. Doors
and windows arrive and are hung.
Watch and learn: Installing French
doors.

Resources: Southwall Technologies
Inc., 650-962-9115. Laminated veneer
and conventional framing lumber:
Georgia-Pacific Corp., 800-284-5347.
Doors and windows: Hurd Millwork Co.,
715-748-2011.

Week 5 (August 21-22)
As new roof and foundation problems
come to light, Dennis tackles several of
them himself to keep the project within
budget. Steve discusses what's left to

do with Jeff, then talks lights with
electrical contractor Al Curtice. Dennis
and kitchen designer Paul Price lay out
the cabinet footprint and discuss
materials and finishes.

Watch and learn: Bracing a sagging
roof.

Resources: Roofing: Elk Prestique |
shingles and Z-Ridge shingles, Elk
Corp., 800-879-4355. Hoseless nailer:
[TW Paslode, 847-634-1900.
Electrician: Curtice Electric, 707-963-
9342. Incandescent light fixtures:
Genlyte Thomas, supplied by
Associated Lighting Representatives
Inc., 510-638-3800. Kitchen designer:
Novato Kitchens & Baths, 415-897-
3153. Cabinets: American Cabinet
Concepts Inc., 360-577-6364.
Countertops: Avonite, 505-864-3800.

Week 6 (August 28-29)
The new deck and foundation are in
place, much of the work on the front
porch has been completed, and a new
chimney is going up. Steve reviews the
kitchen cabinetry going in, as well as
the trim and door casings.
Watch and learn: Laying in-laid
hardwood floors.
Resources: \Water-based floor finish:
Pacific Strong by BonaKemi U.S.A.
(see week 18). Flooring contractor:
Spiteri Brothers Hardware Floor Co.,
707-226-7543. Synthetic stone for
foundation and chimney: Cultured
Stone Corp., 800-265-1727. Moldings
and oak flooring: Saroyan Lumber
Co., 323-589-5704. V-groove siding:
California Redwood Assn., 415-382-
0662. Kitchen cabinets: American
Cabinet Concepts (see week 5).
Kitchen designers and installers:
Novato Kitchens & Baths (see
week 5).

After: Dennis’s kitchen turned out beautifully. The infrastructure of the
house, however, provided a long sequence of surprises for the enter-

prising workers and home owner.

This Old House

is a production of WGBH Boston

PHOTOS: COURTESY RICHARD GILLETTE/WGBH.
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AWK
Hardware

L
BROAN

A NORTEK COMPANY

S CALIFORNIA
CLOSETS.
Simplify Your Life.

HARDEN

ACE BRAND PRODUCTS

Of all the product brand names in the
industry, one stands above all others for
quality, value and selection—Ace Brand.
Visit www.acehardware.com or see the
helpful hardware folks ar your local Ace
Hardware store.

BROAN 1

Solitaire Ultra Silent® bath fans offer the
industry’s lowest sound levels from the
leader in home ventilation. Call 800-
692-7626 or visit us at www.broan.com.

CABOT 2

For over a century, Cabot has been
committed to manufacturing premium-
quality wood care products for virtually
every interior and exterior application.
Call 800-US-STAIN, ext. 399.

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS 3

California Closets provides a complere
range of quality closet, pantry, garage,
home office and other storage solutions
custom designed to simplify your life.
Call 888-336-9702 or visit us at
www.calclosets.com.

CEDAR SHAKE & SHINGLE BUREAU 4

CERTI-label, the highest quality available.
For information on application, wind and
hail resistance, insulation values, fire
retardant and preservative treated products,
call 604-462-8961 or www.cedarbureau.org.

Forp F-150

America’s best-selling pickup for 20 years,
is Built Ford Tough. Visit our website to
request a catalog at www.ford.com or call
800-258-FORD.

GENERAC I1 5

Generac designed the GENERAC II with
the homeowner in mind, providing reliable
automatic emergency power to your home.
Visit us at www.generac.com.

HARDEN FURNITURE 6

Providing high-quality heirloom furniture
for your home since 1844. Our free

color brochure provides a rich sampling of
solid wood furniture and upholstery
available in a variety of styles and finishes.

NMENMJENN-AIR

M|

Johns Manville

JVC

KOHLER.
KrafcMaid

LENNGX

'MARVIN©&

and Doors

LY MAYTAG

ATER HWEATERS

2 Weber

The Legend Lives On

THE SMART SOURCE

ART

INTERNATIONAL

JENN-ARR

Jenn-Air appliances offer the styles,
performance and features great cooks
prefer. Free, call 800-JENN-AIR.

JOHNS MANVILLE 7

ComfortTherm™ poly-encapsulated barrs
and rolls produce high insulating
performance with less dust and itching
during installation. ComfortTherm™ is
available for wall, sound control and
under floor applications.

JvC 8
The JVC HM-DSR 100 is the world’s first
D-VHS VCR with integrated satellite
receiver. Record digital video directly from
satellite and playback all regular VHS tapes.

KoHLER CO. 9

BATH & KITCHEN IDEAS is a complete
set of full-color caralogs covering baths,
showers, roilets and bidets, faucets and
more. Call 800-4-KOHLER, Ext. SC7, or
visit www.kohlerco.com. $8.00. |

KRAFTMAID CABINETRY, INC. 10

Free brochures with design ideas,
intelligent planning rips and quality
construction standards. [

LENNOX A |

For all your home heating and cooling
needs, call 800-9-LENNOX for a local
Lennox dealer near you, or visit
www.DaveLennox.com.

MARvVIN WINDOWS AND DOORS 12 '

If you want windows thart allow you to
express yourself in any size, function or
style, call 800-399-6649 for a free catalog.

MAYTAG WATER HEATERS 13

Self-Cleaning Maytag water heaters are
available with 10-year or 8-year tank
warranties and provide maximum hot
water output to meet the needs of any family.

WEBER SUMMIT SERIES 14

Send for a brochure conraining information
on the complete line of Weber barbecues
and accessories. Call 800-99WEBER or
visit www.weberbbg.com.

WILSONART Ty
Wilsonart® Flooring offers high style and

easy maintenance. Wilsonart® SSV™ Solid
Surfacing performs like traditional solid
surfacing, but costs 25-45% less. Visit |
www.wilsonart.com or call 800-710-8846.
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HOME/BUILDING PRODUCTS

ACE

Hardware

BALDWIN

A Masco Company

Bissell
o=y

Life's messy. Clean it up?

@ James Hardie

SIDING PRODUCTS

Ace RoyaL PaiNTs 16

Ace manufactures an entire line of paint,
stains, finishes, enamels and specialty
products. Visit www.acehardware.com
or see the helpful hardware folks at your
local Ace Hardware store.

BaLpwiN HARDWARE 17

The leading manufacturer of American-
made, solid brass architectural hardware,
bath accessories, lighting and decorarive
accessories for the entire home. For free
literature and dealer information, call
800-566-1986.

BISSELL o - e

The Bissell Power Steamer® ProHeat™
Plus is the only upright deep cleaner with
an on-board heater for highly effective
cleaning. To learn more call 800-237-7691
or visit www.bissell.com.

18

CELOTEX® PREMIUM

LAMINATED SHAKES 19
Send for a free 12-page Product Selector
brochure and learn more about the beauty,
strength and warranty benefits of Celotex
Premium Laminated Shakes.

20

Restore and protect your deck and other
exterior wood with quality wood care
products from The Flood Company. Call
800-321-3444. Free.

THE FLooD CoOMPANY

IMPROVENET

Looking for a reliable contractor,
architect or designer? ImproveNet
matches your project needs to a local,
prescreened professional, for free. Visit
our website at www.ImproveNet.com or
call us ar 800-638-2929,

JAMES HARDIE 21

James Hardie Siding Products give you
the flexibility to create any architecrural
style without compromising durability.
Call 888-8-HARDIE.

22

For home improvement projects, appliance
repair and a whole houseful of services
performed by trained specialists, call
someone you know. 800-4-MY-HOME
(800-469-4663).

SEARS HOMECENTRAL®

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 LESABRE BY BUICK

PEACE OF MIND

SUBURBAN

o~

Do one thing. Do it welll

HHONDA

su2u

Go farther.

| n\ercury %)

”h’ﬂ&'(ftr{\ er,fm—l Vheo! Drive.

2000 LESABRE By Buick 23

Introducing the new 2000 LeSabre-giving
you more peace of mind than ever before.
For more information call 800-4A-BUICK

or visit www.lesabre.com.

Aupi 24

The Audi A6. Can one car change the way
vou look at all cars? For more information
visit us at www.audiusa.com.

CHEVY SUBURBAN 25

With up to 149.5 cu. ft. of cargo space, the
one and only Suburban is the one and only
way to bring everybody and everything
along. Call 800-950-CHEVY or visit us at
www.chevrolet.com/suburban.

GOODYEAR TIRE & RuUBBER CO. 26

No matter what you drive, Goodyear

offers a range of performance and value
that’s second to none. Send in for a free
Pocket Guide or call 800-GOODYEAR.

GMC SIERRA 27

The all-new Sierra by GMC lets you rake to
the road with confidence and provides you
with the power you need to get the job
done. For more information, call
800-GMC-8782 or www.sierra99.gmc.com.

HonDA

For more information regarding Honda’s
winning lineup of cars, sport-utility vehicles
and minivans, call 800-33-HONDA or visit
us at www.honda.com.

Isuzu 28

Specialized worldwide builders of
adventure machines. For information call
800-726-2700 or visit www.isuzu.com.

MERCURY 29

For a free brochure featuring the
innovative 1999 Mercury vehicles, please
call 800-446-8888, or visit our web site at
www.mercuryvehicles.com.

SUBARU OUTBACK

The World’s First Sport Utility Wagon.
For information on the Outback or the
full line of Subaru All-Wheel-Drive
Vehicles, call 800-WANT-AWD or visit us
at www.subaru.com.

30

WINDOWS AND DOORS

WOOD WINDOWS
Part of the [ELD-WEN Lamly

HANDCRAFTED IN BEND, OREGON.~

Pozzi

Handcrafted in Bend, Oregon, Pozzi
Wood Windows ensures unsurpassed
quality and custom beauty in every
window and patio door. For product
literature or a dealer near you, call
800-257-9663 ext. RSTOH or visit
WWW.pozzi.com.
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| FINANCIAL/TRAVEL

MASTERCARD 31

LIFESTYLE

LANDs® END DIRECT MERCHANTS 42

MasterCard Vacations™ offers great prices E From catalog to the Web, the store is
| fs’" sjl.lt(persor vacation pa':c]kages al“d cr ulé;es. | BISP = yours.™ Visit us at www.landsend.com,
Celelfség-ir;;fsp&j‘?tmw CONSUIGRL HIdRY: e or call for a free catalog 800-308-4554.
PRUDENTIAL FINANCIAL SERVICES 32 ( RESOURCES )
. The rock solid choice on the web for all | 43 AA-ABBINGDON AFFILIATES, INC, 718-258-8333
@ P r Udentlﬂl your financial needs, www.prudential.com ' The Original Tin Ceilings & Walls
44  ACORN MANUFACTURING 800-835-0121
KITCHEN AND BATH A Decorative Hardware Source
45  A.F. SCHWERD MANUFACTURING Co. 412-766-6322
AMANA 33 | Wood Columns
[ : - 46  Arsany WOODWORKS 504-567-1155
Built better than it has to be. We offer a full 2o o - Sl S 2
line of quality appliances and home comfort | Amlq:f" [,_k_mr_ P,Im’ IHoormg = _MO”_', . =
a _ products. Contact us at www.amana.com AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL ToOL IND., INC. 800-932-5872
ILT BETTER THAN IT MAS TO BE or 800-843-0304. Dust-free sanding indoor and out
| 47  BartHs FROM THE Past, INC. 800-697-3871
| Bl 24 Elegance in Porcelain and Brass
| 3 48  CiNDER WHIT & COMPANY . 800-527-9064
' KlthChel'lAid For more information call 800-422-1230 or . f‘f”f’(’ﬂ’* 5“**’2"“3'5- Wood Turnings
For the way it's made. visit us at www.KitchenAid.com. "LASSIC GUTTER SYSTEMS 616-382-2700
o “Olde World” Style Gutters & Downspouts
! 50  CoTTAGE LANE ACCENTS 888-244-8800
| MOEN 35 Lighting, Doors & Cabinets, Accessories, Gifts
| Moen Inc. offers a complete line of stylish, 51  ENDLESS PooLs 800-732-8660
m" reliable kitchen and bathroom faucets and | Swim At Home
shower products. Call 800-BUY-MOEN 52 F & S MANUFACTURING 800-934-0393
BUY IT FOR LOOKS. BUY IT FORLFE® o visit WWW.MOen.com. Concrete Construction Tube Footing Forms
53 GN)E;}ILLA{G&I;EE o ; 800-966-3458
ToTto USA onds Wood, Stone, Metal & More
2 35 54 GRANVILLE MFG. QUARTERSAWN CLAPBOARD 802-767-4747
@ loto manufactures a complete line of Siding, Trim, Flooring & Roofing
TOI I lo high-performance toilets and lavatories. 55  HARDWARE BATH & MORE 800-760-3278
For a free brochure and the name of your | ‘ Your Source For Hardware
Perfection by Design ncarest dealer 'lf!a” 33’0‘-’-‘?‘??85 ext, 957 56  HERITAGE VINYL _ ) 800-473-3623
or visit us on the web at www.totousa.com. Maintenance-Free Vinyl
57  Kobiak 800-K-Kobpiak
TOOLS/EQUIPMENT | Environmentally Safe Pressure-Treated Wood
Linpar CEDAR HOMES 800-426-0536
SEARS - CRAFTSMAN TooOLs 37 Custom Designed Cedar Homes
; 58  Nu-Wat 800-247-3932
Craftsman tools are available at Sears 3 R 5
and Sears Hardware Stores or call | 59 Rfsrf}}.‘mo.” Pmd”ih- =S -
E R n FTS M n N 800-377-7414, 24 hours a day, seven days a R REJI-\_F}\:\I] 10N Lamp & FixTure Co. 888-343-8548
week to order your free copy of the ; Lig erg, Frstures
‘ “Craftsman Power and Hand Tool” catalog. 60  RENOVATOR'S SUPPLY 800-659-0203
Renovation Supplies Catalog
] 1 61  RESEARCH PRODUCTS/BLANKENSHIP 800-527-5551
THE QUIKRETE COMPANIES 38 Incinolet - First Ever Incinerator Toilet
Quikrete products make it easy to 62  RIDGLASS ROOFING PRODUCTS, INC. 800-341-9917
successfully build and repair with J Crush Proof Your Gutters
concrete. For more information and free 63  SALTER INDUSTRIES 610-631-1360
D-1-Y project advice, call 800-282-5828. Spiral Stair Kits
64 SOL?'II-EE}}.\' Won[_n_ FLOOR 888-488-PINE
THE UNICO SYSTEM 3D 65 S \j:-tli)r\(s:ﬂmds g 413-564-5530
5  SpackP: -564-55
[ Mini-duct cefnrral heating and cooling Central Air - Anywhere
| system specifically designed to fit into 66 SPIRAL STAIRS OF AMERICA 800-422-3700
| Tlm umu symm“ older, architecturally unique homes while Spiral Stairs
preserving the homes original aesthetics. 67  STADLER 800-370-3122
Call 800-527-0896 for a free brochure. Radiant Heating & Snowmelting
68  STAIRWAYS, INC. 800-231-0793
UNITED GILSONITE LABORATORIES 40 Stairways
| = - SUNPORCH STRUCTURES, INC. WWW.SUNPORCH.COM/HSE
Free brochure shows how easy it is to use | Convertible Sunroom
@ Ej;?ﬂt?;ﬁ;gsﬁf:%‘h:x{:‘nfgrg:ﬁ;’rfff to ‘ TIMBERLANE WOODCRAFTERS 800-250-2221
k A masonry surfaces from the damaging 69 T .}{‘md.c?ﬂeff Shadtets
effects of water penetrarion. Call | Hi-s R-U? §},{(-)IK- a 800274
800-272-3235 or visit www.ugl.com. 5 g ‘_rfm._ 255
70 THOS. MOSER CABINETMAKERS 800-708-9703
| Cabinets, Furniture
ZIRCON CORPORATION 41 71 XYPEX CHEMICAL CORPORATION 888-443-7922
= g 7 i o §
z I Rco N' Makers of truly amazing tools like the 2 (oncn i Nidterpaopg Mads Faey
StudSensor thart save you time, money and 72 YESTERTEC - - . WS TERTEC.COM
A HIGHER FORM OF TOOLS errors. Call 800-245-9265. | | Manufacturers of Kitchen Workstation Furniture
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If you've been thinking about
windows for your home, our new
full-color brochure is for you. It

features everything from gliders

and Casemasters to our revolu-

tionary new Clad Ultimate Double

Hung. You'll also learn about the

many glazing, hardware, finish,

and energy saving options we

offer that let you create windows

that are uniquely your own.

For afree brochure,

call 1-800-268-7644.

(Canada, -800-263-6161) wwwmarvincom

MARVIN<

Windows and Doors

Made for you.

1049907A

OUTTAKES
pp. 17-22

Who You Gonna Call?: Habitat for
Humanity International: Donor Response,
Habitat for Humanity International, 121
Habitat St., Americus, GA 31709; 912-
924-6935, ext. 2551 or 2552;
public_info@habitat.org.

Where There’s a Mill There’s a Way:
Matthew R. Foti Landscape & Tree
Service, 30 Fairbanks Rd., Lexington, MA
02421; 781-861-0505.

Swinging Stairs: Disappearing Staircase
Model 100, size 11; Bessler Stairway Co.,
3807 Lamar Ave., Memphis, TN 38118-
3706; 901-360-1900.

HOUSE CALLS
pp. 25-28

Kitchen designer: Alice Hayes, Kitchens
By Deane, 1267 East Main St., Stamford,
CT 06902; 203-327-7008 or 89 Elm
Street, New Canaan, CT 06840;
203-972-8836.

Cabinets: Heritage, 215 Diller Avenue,
New Holland, PA 17557; 717-354-4011;
www.hck.com.

Countertop granite: New England Stone
Co., 35 Higgins Drive, Milford, CT
06460; 203-876-8606.

Refrigerator: model 650, Sub-Zero
Freezer Company, Box 44130, Madison,
WI 53744-4130; 800-222-7820;
www.sub-zerofreezer.com.

Cooktop: model SGCS365RF, Thermador

Corp., 5551 McFadden Avenue,
Huntington Beach, CA 92649; 714-901-
6600.

Wall ovens: model Epicure ECPS227,
Dacor 950 South Raymond Avenue,
Pasadena, CA 91109-7202; 800-793-
0093; www.dacorappl.com.

Microwave: GE JEM 31 WA

Sink: model WCUS 2918, Whitehaus
Collection, 589 Orange Avenue, West
Haven, CT 06516; 800-527-6690;
www.whitehauscollection.com.

Range Hood: model K260, Best by Broan
111, P.O. Box 140, Hartford, WI 53027;
800-548-0790; www.broan.com.

ASK NORM
pp. 31-35

Radiant-floor Worries:
Modern Hydronic Heating for Residential
and Light Commercial Buildings by John

| Siegenthaler, $69.95 hardcover, Delmar

Pub, 1995. A worthwhile investment for
anyone seriously considering a radiant-
floor heating system.

Shingled Out: For more information on
cedar shingles, contact the Cedar Shake
& Shingle Bureau, Box 1178, Sumas, WA
98295; 604-462-8961;
www.cedarbureau.org.

Getting Homesick: Further reading on
healthy houses; Prescriptions for a
Healthy House: A Practical Guide for
Architects, Builders and Homeowners by
Paula Baker, Erica Elliott, John Banta,
$29.95, Inword Press, 1998.

The Healthy House: How to buy one,
How to build one, How to cure a sick one
by John Bower, $23.95, the Healthy House
Institute, 1997 (revised). The Healthy
House Institute , 430 N. Sewell Rd.,
Bloomington, IN 47408; 812-332-5073;

WGBH Educational Foundation does not

| endorse any product or service mentioned

or advertised in this magazine.



www.hhinst.com.
Home Safe Home: Protecting Yourself
and Your Family from Everyday Toxics
and Harmful Housebold Products in the
Home, by Debra Lynn Dadd, $18.95,
Putnam, 1997.
Re-siding with Cement: James Hardie
Siding Products, 26300 La Alameda,
Suite 250, Mission Viejo, California
92691; 888-542-7343;
www.hardie.com/buildingproducts.htm;
info@JamesHardie.com.
Cemplank, FCP, Inc. Excelsior Industrial
Park, Box 99, Blandon, PA 19510-0099;
77-CEMPLANK; www.cemplank.com.
Looking for Money: For more
information on 203(k) mortgages, visit
this web site;

www.hud.gov/fha/sth/203k/sthrehab.html,

or write to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development, 451
Seventh St. SW, Washington, DC 20410.
Pole Porch: Practical Pole Building
Construction, by Leigh Seddon, $10.95,
Williamson Publishing.

FHA Pole House Construction, a 32-page
booklet available for $4.00 from the
American Wood Preservers Institute,
2750 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 550,

Fairfax, Virginia 22031-4312; 703-204-
0500; www.awpi.org.

Low-Cost Pole Building: The Complete
How-to Book, by Ralph Wolfe, $14.95,
Storey Books, Pownal, VT;
wWww.storey.com.

Building Small Barns, Sheds & Sthelters,
by Monte Burch, $14.95, Storey Books.

FINANCES
PP. 36-38

C&C Partners Design/Build Firm, 330
[linois St., El Segundo, CA 902435,
National Association of Homebuilders,
1201 15th St. NW, Washington, DC
20005, 800-368-5242, www.nahb.com.

Ocean City, NJ 08226, 609-398-5737;
Country Club Homes Inc., New Canaan,
CT, 203-966-5550;

Fleet Bank, 800-225-5353.

TURF LOVE
p. 40-41

Weeder: Speedy Weedy walking weeder:
A.M. Leonard catalog, Box 816, Piqua,
OH 45356; 800-543-8955;
www.amleo.com.

Further reading: The Chemical-Free
Lawn, by Warren Schultz, Rodale Press,
1989, $14.95. A Man's Turf: The Perfect
Lawn, by Warren Schultz, Clarkson
Potter, 1999, $25.00.

Halliday-Leonard Co., 3323 Asbury Ave., | Catalogs: Gardener’s Supply Company,
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why should
you worry

about your
electricity?

No one likes to think about

catastrophes, especially when G, % *‘& ]
it concerns family and home. : mﬁ&‘ 8t
We all want a beautiful,

worry-free environment for

ourselves and belongings.

The Guardian, by Generac

Power Systems is designed with this in mind.

—

Natural gas or LP fueled, these generator sets wire directly
into your electrical service, sensing when the power is
interrupted and automatically supplying your electrical needs
until utility power is restored.

Pure electricity. On demand. Automatically.

GUARDIAN

by GENERAC POWER SYSTEMS

For more information fax: (414)544-0770 or write: P.O.Box 8 * Wauke

f"'J'r'Hr‘”_'n' serving .'.rrr_'frf‘.l'."_'u' since 1959 - ww

a, Wl = 53187

w.generde.ocom

128 Intervale Rd., Burlington, VT 05401-
‘ 2850; 800-863-1700;
| www.gardeners.viamall.com;
| info@gardeners.com. Gardens Alive!,
| 5100 Schenley Place, Lawrenceburg, IN
47025; 812-537-8651; www.gardens-
alive.com; gardenhelp@gardens-alive.com

THE PRO FILE
p. 43

Lawrence Zechmeister; St. Clair Shores,

Michigan; 810-294-6983; email: Zacks
| Wshpp@aol.com; www.Zackswork-
shoppe.com.

‘ PRIME PAINT
pp- 46-49

Painter: Andrew D’Amato, Andrews
Painting, Milton, MA; 888-698-1515.

| Preservative: Woodlife water repellent
wood preservatives, Derusto-Woodlife
(DAP), 875 North Third St., Tipp City,
OH 45371; 800-543-3840.
Primer: Moorwhite alkyd exterior primer
100, $52 per gallon; Benjamin Moore &
Co., 51-T Chestnut Ridge Rd.,
Montvale, NJ 07645; 800-344-0400,
www.benjaminmoore.com.
Paint: Accolade exterior 100%
acrylic house paint, $35-$40 per gallon;
Pratt & Lambert Paints (Sherwin-
Williams), 101T Prospect Ave.,
N.W., Cleveland, OH 44115;
800-289-7728.
Solid stain: O.V.T. solid color 100%
acrylic stain, $20-$24 per gallon;
Samuel Cabot Inc., 100 Hale St.,
Newburyport, MA 01950;
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800-878-7246.

Dutch marine: Hascolac Brilliant
interior/exterior marine quality oil-based
high-gloss; and PHP low luster

oil-based exterior house paint;

$70 per 2 1/2 liters (coverage equal to
one gallon); Schreuder paints,
manufactured in Holland,

distributed by Fine Paints of

Europe, Box 419, Woodstock, VT;
800-332-1556, www.finepaints.com.
Natural: Vindo high-gloss
interior/exterior

oil-based paint, #629 (“coating varnish”
on British label), $91.25 per

2 1/2 liters (coverage equal to one
gallon); manufactured in Germany, Livos
Phytochemistry of America Inc.,

Box 1740, Mashpee, MA 02649,
508-477-7955, www.livos.com.

Porch paint: Alkyd porch and floor
enamel 112, $33 per gallon; Benjamin
Moore & Co.

Further reading: “Paint the Room
Green,” Environmental Building News,
Vo. 8, No. 2, Feb. 1999.

Finishes for Exterior Wood, by Williams,
Knaebe & Feist, U.S. Forest Products

Laboratory, 1996, available from Forest
Products Society, Madison WI 53705;
608-231-1361, ask for 7291, $19.95.

BUNGALOW BUMP OUT
PP. 53-54

Architect: Duo Dickinson, 94 Bradley

Road, Madison, CT 06443-2644; 203-

245-0405.

Lead Carpenter: Tim Peterson, 3817

‘ Valleyview St., Mohegan Lake, NY
10547; 914-528-0983.

' Further reading: The Not So Big House,

by Sarah Susanka, $30, the Taunton

Press, 1999.

A FRIDGE IN EVERY ROOM?
p. 57

Stainless Steel Refrigerators: model
KBRC36MHS; KitchenAid, 701 Main St.,
St Joseph, MI 490835; 800-422-1230;
www.KitchenAid.com. Sinks: Vessels
Timpani (stainless), Vessels Conical Bell
(blue), and Trilogy Self-rimming Kitchen
sink (sunlight): Kohler Co., Kohler, WI
800-456-4537; www.kohlerco.com.
Under Counter Refrigerator drawers:
model 700BR, Sub-Zero Freezer
Company, Box 44130, Madison, WI
53744-4130; 800-222-7820; www.sub-
zerofreezer.com

THIS TOOK YEARS OF INNO

PPORT SYSTEM.

First, the Synsrsfie .

micro-adjusts (88
-curve and contay

While tha PostureTech™
INEr COre Gives you carrect
support for your back, :

These MicroSpan™ sipport
wlements supply tem trmes .
the durability at nearly hali the

haight of & conventienal fopndation.

NEW DIMENSION OF SUPPORT, NG

THE WHOLE BODY. THE SYSTEM IS FURTHER

CONVENIENCE OF THE REDUCED-HEIGHT DES | GN N
FOUNDATION, OUR MOST DURABLE FOUNDATION EVER. TO
THEY CREATE A UNIQUE SYNERGY BETWEEN BED AND BODY.

FOR A DEALER NEAR YOU, CALL |1-800-95-SEALY

o OR VISIT WWW.SEALY.COM.

Crown Jewer




WATER BEADS ON
DECKsS ARE FINE.

OF COURSE,YOU’'RE NoT |y |
PLANNING TOWALKON IT

EVER AGAIN, ARE YOU? | —

Tt of S

Any waxy sealant on a deck will make water bead.
Onfy proyem is, the coating scuﬁ(s rfg.éf 015( when you
walk on it or scoot fumiture
around. That's w}'ry the
bngest—fasting protection is
penetrating protection. The
kind you get from Flood's
CWE-UV, To learn more, call
the wood care experts. @
1-800-321-3444. |

HOW WOOD SHOULD BE TREATED™

©1999 The Flood Co. www.floodco.com Se habla espasiol.
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Street, Waltham, MA
02453; 781-893-4636.

SHADES OF
SUMMER
pp. 63-66

Architect: Robert
A.M. Stern Architects,
New York, NY; 212-
967-5100.

Landscape architect:
Shavaun Towers,
FASLA,
Rolland/Towers Site
Planners and
Landscape Architects,

BOLT BUSTER
pp. 59-60

For information on surge protectors in
general and a list of manufacturers,
contact:

The National Electrical Manufacturers
Association, 1300 North 17th Street,
Suite 1847, Rosslyn, Virginia 22209;
703-841-3201. The lighting surge
protector pictured is manufactured by:
Delta Lightning Arrestors, Box 750, Big
Spring, Texas 79721; 915-267-1000.
Model: LA302R. Cost: $39.95 plus tax,
shipping and handling. A similar model is
available through: Panamax, 150
Mitchell Boulevard, San Rafael, CA
94903; Model: Powermax Six, $45; 800-
472-5555; www.panamax.com.
Electrician: Allen Gallant, 100 Villa

85 Willow Street, New
Haven, Connecticut 06511;
203-773-1153.

Pergolas: Walpole Woodworkers,
Walpole, MA; 800-343-6948.

Our thanks to: John Geiger, John Geiger
& Associates, Fairfield, CT: 203-255-
6377; Greenwich, CT: 203-625-5599;
Redding, CT: 203-938-9533.

THE DETAILS
pp. 69-72

Page 69, Stone Lantern: Yukimi, $294,
Stone Forest, Box 2840, Santa Fe, NM
87504; 505-986-8883. Page 70,
clockwise from upper left, Onion: side-
mount lantern, sm., med., Ige, $139-
$179, Walpole Woodworkers, 767 East
Street, Walpole, MA 02081; 800-343-
6948. Verdigris: Evergreen EW-9PFGW,

flush wall mount, Arroyo Craftsman,
4509 Littlejohn St., Baldwin Park, CA
91706; 626-960-9411. Pagoda Lantern:
31-363, $34.95, Gardener’s Supply, 128
Intervale Road, Burlington, VT 05401;
800-863-1700. Pineapple: wall bracket
lantern, $4836, Historical Arts &
Casting, 5580 West Bagley Park Road,
West Jordan, UT 84088; 801-280-2400.
www.historicalarts.com. Firefly: 31-155;
$54.95, Gardener’s Supply, 128 Intervale
Road, Burlington, VT 05401; 800-863-
1700 Tudor: Wilson W236, $182;
Rejeuvenation Lamp & Fixture Co., 1100
S.E. Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97214;
888-401-1900. Electrician: Allen Gallant,
100 Villa Street, Waltham, MA 02453;

| 781-893-4636. Stonemason: Roger

Hopkins, 277, Concord Rd., Sudbury,
MA 01776; 978-443-
7572,www.RogerHopkins.com.

KEY WEST: HOME STRETCH
pp. 78-87

Architect: Michael Miller, Michael Miller
Architecture & Design, Key West, FL,
305-294-7687.

Contractor: Roger Townsend,
305-292-3697.

Lumber: Pressure-treated framing lumber:
Georgia-Pacific, 133 Peachtree St. North-
east, Atlanta, GA 30303; 404-652-4000,
WWW.ZpP.Com.

Lumberyard: Manley deBoer Lumber
Company; Richard Manley/Eric deBoer;
110 Simonton Street; Key West, FL
33040; 305-294-5900.

Counter, tile and stone work: Tile
installers: Tiles, Etcetera, 1200 White St.,
Key West, FL 33040; 305-293-9601;
Stone Surfaces Inc., 9601 NW 12th St.,
Miami, FL 33172, 305-436-9836.

Cuban tile in foyer: Astra Tile, Wholesale
Tile & Accessories, Inc.; contact; Nina
Long, 1902 Flagler Street, Tampa, FL
33605; 813-248-0455.



Five winters. Five summers.

Mosaic tiles for shower: Ann Sacks Tile & Five years of ice, and
blistering heat. Guaranteed.

Stone, 8120 NE 33rd Drive, Portland, OR
97211; 503-281-7751.

Granite counters and marble floor: Keys
Granite, 2125 NW 86th St., Miami,

FL 33122; 800-847-2648; 305-477-7363.
Window installer: Charles Malta Carpen-
try, Key West, FL; 305-294-0076.

Sash: Lindsay Window and Door, North

Bose" |51 speakers are
engineered to provide real

audio performance out-

Mankato, MN; 800-967-2035, www.lind- i doors. From a scorching
saywindows.com : _ 140° to a frigid -22°. They
Restoration Glass: S.A. Bendheim, Pas- o even survived salt fog test-
saic, NJ; 800-221-7379 . ing 66% longer than the

Window glazier: Karl Lown, Paradise Marine Industry Standard
Glass and Mirror, Key West, FL; 305-296-
2333

Window hardware: Blaine Window
Hardware, Hagerstown, MD; 800-678-
1919.

Urethane molding: Style-Mark, Archbold,
Ohio; 800-446-3040, www.style-

mark.com () b ' . 1-800-444-BOSE Ext.723
Skylight: Velux America, Inc., P.O. Box ' , F#. www.bose.com/en723
5001, Greenwood; SC 29648-5001; 864- : ailp

941-5360; 800-888-3589. 1\ § sl w -/ /L7 =

French doors: Hansen & Bringle Cabinet n 2 a v Better sound through research

& Millwork, 5720 2nd Ave., Key West,

FL 33040; 305-294-4279 —————————
French door installer: Beverly Horlick, WoodenHead Industries, 5640
CHOOSE YOUR
COLOR CAREFULLY.

4th Ave., Key West, FL 33040; 305-295-9694; Giancarlo Mastroianni,
48 Bluewater Dr., Key West, FL; 33040, 305-744-0153
French door hardware: Baldwin Hardware Corporation, 841 E.
Wyomissing Blvd., Box 15048,
BECAUSE IT’S
NOT GOING
ANYWHERE FOR
QUITE SOME TIME.

Reading, PA 19612; 610-777-7811.
Landscape design: Craig Reynolds, Raymond Jungles Landscape

Flood Semi-Transparent Deck & Siding Stain comes
in 8 ?_l’muhﬂn’ pnz-mi\'eaF colors and 27 wondterfu;"

Architect; 305-294-6700.
custom colors. Colors that are g,u.mn:aJlrtq::edr not to fm;e

And they come with a five
year warranty. Bose sound

Worry -free reliability.

Landscape contractor and plant material supply: Plant Creations,
Miami, FL; 305-248-8147.

Landscape lighting: Kim Lighting, PO Box 60080, City of Industry,
CA 91716-0080; 626-968-5666.

Irrigation equipment: Rainbird, 155 North Grand Avenue, Glendora,
CA 91741; contact: Sally Goldie, 908-612-8776.

Builder: Chris Garcia, Key West, FL; 305-292-7634.

Excavation: Ray Vanyo, 305-926-2930.

Pool heat and cooling pump: Heat Wave by Aqua Cal; 2737 24th St.
North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4045; 800-786-7751; 727-823-5642.
Painting contractor: Perry's Painting Company, 2405 Fogarty Ave.,
Key West, FL. 33040; contact Perry Fergus; 305-296-7812.

Paint: Benjamin Moore color mix by Pages Paint Store, 1114 White
St., Key West, FL. 33040; 305-296-3422; Benjamin Moore Corp. HQ:
51 Chestnut Ridge Road, Montvale, NJ 07645; 800-344-0400;
www.benjaminmoore.com.

Library cabinetry: Savannah Millwork, Inc., Box 1264, 2606 Gregory
St., Savannah, GA 31404; 912-232-1364; contact: Dan Shealy or '
Jimmy Woods.

Installer: Beverly Horlick and Giancarlo Mastrioanni.

or peel for 3 years on decks, and 5 years on stfng.
In facf, Jmﬁ’ring !'asfs r’onger
than Flood. So be sure to
] pfcb a color you rear’f}k r'em'?y
like. To learn more, call the
wood care experts.

1-800-321-3444.

HOW WOOD SHOULD BE TREATED™

www.lloodco.com  Se habla w;w‘m!.

©1999 The Flood Co.
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Ames
Credit Card.

Receive Discounts 0 Ames Products

He P S PP DIt 'I'he Naﬁona’. Gal'den

No Annual Fee! Call Now!

1-877-AMESCARD

D CISNRERE G LT 0 ROY

Bathroom: Oriental wash basin courtesy of China Clipper, 333
Simonton Street, Key West, Florida 33040;305-294-2136;
www.chinaclipper.com.

Bedroom divider/closet: Poliform, Architects & Designers Build-
ing,150 E. 58th St., New York, NY 10155; 212-355-5444 or
888-765-4367.

Glass shower door: Century Shower Doors, Inc.;

contacts: Mike MacMillan and Peter Nigro;

250 Lackawanna Avenue, West Paterson, NJ 07424;
800-524-2578.

Mirrored vanity cabinet: Robern/Kohler, PL Bath Products, PO
Box 262, Bensalem, PA 19020; 800-488-2284.

Roofing contractor: Chodzin Roofing, 801 Eaton, Key West, FL
33040; 305-294-8888; contact: Michael Chodzin.

Flooring contractor: Keys Floors, contact: Dennis Kutney; 58160
Howe Street, Marathon, FL 33050; 305-294-4453.

Wood floor supplier: Goodwin Heart Pine Company,

106 S.W. 109th Pl., Micanopy, FL 32667; 800-336-3118,
352-466-0339.

HVAC system: Unico, Inc., 4160 Meramec Street, St. Louis, MO
63117; 314-771-7007; contact: Barry Risk.

Heat pump for house: Carrier Corp.; 800-CARRIER; www.car-
rier.com/naores.

Insulation: Icynene, Inc., Leslie Thompson, 5805 Whittle Road,
Ste. 110, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada L4Z 2]1; 905-890-7325
x204; 800-758-7325; E-mail: leslie@icynene.com;
WWwWw.icynene.com.

Insulation (Local installer): Insealators of Naples, Inc., Bill
Fruecht, PO Box 990247, Naples, FL 34116; 941-594-1100 ; E-
mail: insealators@worldnet.att.net; www.insealators.com.
In-line ventilation system: Fan-Tech, 1712 Northgate Blvd.,
Sarasota, FL 34234; 800-747-1762, contact: Glen Thompson.
Venetian blinds and Roman shades: Hunter

Douglas Window Fashions, 39 East 51st Street, New York, NY
10022; 212-891-0220; contact: Sarah Fletcher, e-mail:
sarahf@hammond.com.

Shutter maker: Steve Bringle, Hansen & Bringle.
Lighting/Electrical contractor: Benson Electric Technologies,
P.O. Box 4393, Key West, FL 33041; 305-296-3940.

Dimmable incandescent valence strips: Lucifer Lighting,

Gilbert Matthews/President, 414 Live Oak Street,

San Antonio, TX 78202; 800-879-9797, 210-227-7329.
Halogen wallwashers: Prescolite Lighting Co., Contact:
DuWaynne Rettke, 1251 Doolittle Drive, San Leandro, CA
94577; 510-562-3500.

Brass lanterns: Heritage Lanterns, 25 Yarmouth

Crossing Dr., Yarmouth, ME 04096; 800-544-6070,
207-846-3911.

Kitchen cabinets: Poliform, Architects & Designers
Building,150 E. 58th St., New York, NY 10155;

212-421-1220 or 888-765-4367.

Kitchen cabinet installer: Mele Contracting,

442 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11215; 718-852-5081.

Kitchen Appliances: Dishwasher, range and wok by

Thermador, 800-656-9226; Refrigerator by Sub-Zero;
800-222-7820.



Kitchen Fixtures/fittings: sinks, faucer,
hot water and soap dispenser by Franke,
800-626-5771.

Kitchen tools and cookware: The Restau-
rant Store, Key West, FL; 800-469-7510;
www.keywestchef.com; e-mail therestuar-
antstore@prodigy.net.

Kitchen Design: Ingrid Bernhardt, 804-
254-9548.

Living room: Couch and club chairs cour-
tesy of Pier One; 800-447-4371 for store
locations; www.pierl.com.

Oriental chest and side chairs courtesy of
China Clipper.

Porch: Oriental elephant chairs and cele-
don porcelain tea set courtesy of China
Clipper.

Wicker couch, chair and ottomans cour-
tesy of Pier One.

Painted lamps and bedroom painting by
Larry Estridge; 305-294-2154.

Black and white photograph in bedroom
by Carol Munder, Box 106, Sugarloaf, FL
33044.

Living room paintings by Helen Colley,
517 Duval St., Suite 200, Key West, FL
33040; 305-294-7687.

Clothes courtesy of Banana Republic,

888-BRSTYLE.

Cuisinart

Food Processors
Sears * Linens 'n Things * Bed Bath & Beyond

Www.cuisinart.com

Over 25 years ago, we made
the very first Food Processor
and revolutionized the way you
cook. And we've never stopped
improving. After all these years,
we'e still the one and only
Food Processor for your kitchen,

BILLERICA: TV FALL PROJECT
pp. 88-92

Monitored smoke-detector info: Security
Industry Association at 703-683-0392.
Monitored-smoke-detector installers:

Automatic Fire Alarm Association at 407- |

322-6288.

Residential fire-sprinkler info: American
Fire Sprinkler Association, 12959 Jupiter
Road, Suite 142 , Dallas, Texas 75238-
3200; 214-349-5965;
www.sprinklernet.org.

General fire safety: U.S. Fire
Administration, 16825 S. Seton Ave.,
Emmitsburg, MD 21727; 301-447-1000;

www.usfa.fema.gov.

Give Your Steel,
Doors The

Fiberglass and Composite
Rich Look Of Wood.

A graining fool and ZAR Stain create
a rich wood-like finish on stee! doors.

beautiful wood grain finish
on all types of inferior and
exterior doors with ZAR
Wood Stains and Finishes.
For a free brochure filled
with photos and step-by-
step instructions, and for
the dealer nearest you, call 1-800-272-3235.
www.ugl.com

It's easy to create a
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A ROOM THAT SPEAKS VOLUMES
pp. 94-99

Library lighting: Deborah Krasner, 192
Taylor Road, Putney, VT 05346-9023;
email: dkrasner@sover.net or

djskrasn@aol.com. Carpenter: Henry
Walas, 75 Wilson Road, Belchertown,

MA 01007. Chandeliers: Lighting by Gre-

gory, 49 North Dean St., Englewood, NJ
07631, 201-567-4848, email:
Ibgengel@aol.com. Spiral Staircase:
Duratherm Window Corporation/York
Spiral Stair, RR 1, Box 945, N. Vassal-
boro, ME 04962; 207-872-5558. Soap-
stone sink and countertop: Vermont
Soapstone Co., Box 268, 248 Stoughton
Pond Road Perkinsville, VT 05151-0268;

800-284-5404;
WWW.vermontsoapstone.com.

STEPPING STONES
pp. 101-105

Landscaper: Robin Rodgers, Rodgers
Landscaping Inc., 2075 Seabeck Highway
NW, Bremerton, WA 98312;
360-478-0285.

Landscape architect: James E. Knode,
president, Design Northwest Inc., Box
268, Hansville, WA 98340;
360-373-4973.

Rock supplier: Marenakos Rock Center,
30250 S.E. High Point Way, Issaquah,
WA 98027; 425-392-3313, fax 425-392-
7332; www.marenakos.com.

Further reading: The Art and Craft of
Stonescaping: Setting and Stacking Stone by
David Reed, hardcover, 1998 Random
House. Building With Stone, by Charles
McRaven, $17.95, Storey Books, 1989.
Stonework : Techniques and Projects,

by Charles McRaven, $18.95, Storey
Books, 1987.

HOT STUFF, WAY COOL
pp. 108-113

Architect: Robert A.M. Stern Architects,
New York, NY; 212-967-5100; Builder:
Country Club Homes Inc., 505 Country
Club Rd.. New Canaan, CT 06840 203-
966-5550. Cooling system: Lennox
Industries Inc., 2100 Lake Park Blvd.,

Contractors already know QUIKRETE® 5000 is a lot stronger than regular concrete. Now
you know, too. And since it also sets up faster, your job is finished quicker. So whether
you're pouring a slab or driveway, use what the pros use. QUIKRETE 5000 High Early Strength Concrete Mix. Available
at home center and hardware stores nationwide. For more information, visit www.quikrete.com or call 1-800-282-5828.

© 1998 The QUIKRETE Companies. QUIKRETE" is the registered trademark of The QUIKRETE" Companies, Atlanta, GA 30329, and Associated Licensed Manufacturers.



Richardson, TX 75080.

Heating and cooling system installers: Lee
Seward Plumbing and Heating,

Box BB1, 5 Old Town Park Rd. 17,
New Milford, CT 06776;
860-350-4400.

Total Comfort, 44 Kenosia Ave.,
Danbury, CT, 203-791-2141.

Insulation: Johns-Manville, 717 17th St,
Denver, CO 80202; 303-978-3111;
www.johnsmanville.com.

Insulation installer: Fairfield Insulation,
203-462-5448.

Programmable thermostats: Honeywell,
Inc., 1985 Douglas Drive North, Golden
Valley, MN; www.honeywell.ca/perfect-
climate/ptc-thermostats/spec-t8132.hrm.
Lennox Industries, Inc., Richardson, TX.
Lux Products Corp., 6000 I Commerce
Pkwy., Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054; 800-628-
4309; www.luxproducts.com.

PORCHES
pp. 114-119

High Performance
Solid State Circuitry

Trigger Safety Lock

Flush Front Gets
into Tight Corners

10 Foot Cord

All-Steel
Channel & Track

High Carbon Heat-
Treated Working Parts

Patented Jam-
Proof Mechanism

One Year Limited
Contractor's Warranty

The powerful ETFSOPBN Electric
Staple and Nail Gun shoots

SHOOTS STAPLES &
DRIVES NAILS

ETF50PBN™

PROFESSIONAL

6 different size staples: 1/4", 5/16", 3/8",
1/2",17/32" Ceiltile and 9/16". It also
drives a 5/8" nail.

One heavy duty versatile tool lets you do
thousands of jobs from installing insulation and
carpeting to trimming a door or building a toy.

The dual purpose Professional ETF50PBN is available

HECHO EN E.U.A.

Further reading: Pleasures of the Porch :
Ideas for Gracious Outdoor Living, by
Daria Price Bowman, $35.00, Rizzoli
Bookstore, 1997.

Out on the Porch: An Evocation in
Words and Pictures, edited by Clifton
Dowell, introduction by Reynolds Price,
$17.95, Algonquin Books, 1992.
Preserving Porches, by Renee Kahn and
Ellen Meagher, Henry Holt and
Company, New York, 1990

(out of print).

American Vernacular: Regional Influences
in Architecture and Interior Design, by
Jim Kemp, the American Institute of
Architects Press, Washington, D.C., 1990
(out of print). Please note that the latter
two books, although out of print, are
available through libraries or from used
book stores.

wherever fine tools are sold.

)| o

© 1998 ARROW FASTENER CO., INC

@

ARROW FASTENER COMPANY, INC., 271 MAYHILL STREET, SADDLE BROOK, N.). 07663
ARROW FASTENER (U.K.) LTD., 14 BARCLAY ROAD, CROYDON, SURREY CRO UN
JARDEL DISTRIBUTORS, INC., 650

ROPOLITAN BLVD. EAST, MONTREAL, QUEBEC H1P X9
website: www arrow-fastener.com

POSTER
pp. 121-122

Further reading: The National Arboretum
Book of Outstanding Garden Plants, by

Jacqueline Heritau, Simon and Schuster,

1990 $39.95. The American
Horticultural Society A-Z Encyclopedia

of Garden Plants, edited by Chrisopher
Brickell and Judith D. Zuk, $79.95, DK
Publishing. Manual of Woody Landscape
Plants: Their Identification, Ornamental
Characteristics, Culture, Propagation and
Uses, by Michael A. Dirr, Stipes
Publishing Co., $48.80., 1998. Dirr's
Hardy Trees and Shrubs : An lllustrated
Encyclopedia, by Michael A. Dirr,
$69.95, Timber Press, 1997. American
Horticultural Society Practical Guides:
Flowering Shrubs, $8.95,

DK Pub., 1999.

MANUFACTURERS' SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICES




We need your help.

On January 25, 1999, Colombia’s western coffee region was devastated by one
of the deadliest earthquakes to hit the country in over a century. Affecting over
30 municipalities in six states, this natural disaster has left 55% of the
population homeless. Towns have been reduced to rubble. Local businesses
destroyed. And more than 250,000 people are currently destitute.

In order to provide humanitarian and social assistance in this time of need,
the National Federation of Coffee Growers of Colombia has created the
“Colombian Relief Fund.” All contributions to this fund will be used to
provide immediate shelter, food and medical care, and to aid in the
reconstruction of this region’s homes, infrastructure and livelihood.

Please send your donation to:

Colombian Relief Fund
c/o National Federation of Coffee Growers of Colombia
140 East 57th Street
New York, NY 10022

For more information, please call toll-free:
1-877-CAFE-888

www.juanvaldez.com

Colombian Earthquake Relief.

A.

Café de Colombia

©1999, FNC.



DESIGN 3309

HOME
PLANNERS
LIBRARY

18003226797 | NS Py ___ o m(;;ﬁ:‘f?:;rs.com
Books & Blueprints For Your New Home'

TWO-STORY ENCYCLOPEDIA  SMALL & NARROW

ON JRY LIBRARY

1 Updated collection 2 475 moreof todays 3 The biggest collec- <8 Updated samplerof & 200 efficient plans 8 138 sun-loving designs 140 New collection of
of 500 beautiful one-  most popular one-story  tion ever of 300 1% and 500 best sellers. for small lots. for building anywhere. 500 plans for recreation
story designs. Plans from designs. Find homes 2-stary homes, from ENC 496pgs. 5995 S8 SM22dpgs. 3845 S8 SW 144pgs. 81695 S8 apd retirement.

800 10 4.900 sq. fi. from 800 t0 5,000sg. ft. 1,000107.000sq.ft. S Volume L, with 500 "7 200 designs for 9 215 designs that capt- VSH 448pgs. 5995 §8

0S 448pgs. S995 S8 MOS 448pes, $995 S8 TS 448pes. 995 8 moreof todaysbest.  narrow lots, ure the spirit of the West.
) £e it E2 356pgs. $995 S8 NL 22dpgs S88% S8 WH 208pgs. 995 S8

HILLSIDE LUXURY EUROQ/VICTORIAN BUNGALOWS MODERN & CLASSIC COLONIAL LIGHT-FILLED
E -
b (£ UROPEAN

DREAM HOMES

b Mol g R

N

BT 214 newsolutions 122 150 grand estates. 1<% 200 European A6 170 classic 13 220sleck designs,. 240 173 classic 21 223 great designs
to hilly or sloping lots. ~ EDH 208pgs. $1593 §8 @;;gns 3 C‘ransman designs, CM 240pgs. 3995 S8 Early American designs,  that make the most of
Includes brand-new plans 3 3 154 fine Jusury plans. HRGEHFE‘}% 8 CC192pgs. 81255 S8 45 530 assicand  including historic natural sunlight.
from 9 top designers. )2 192pgs. SI495 $8 'd:‘“, 'ﬁﬁ"m"“"* X7 35 colorful. cozy 4y gitional plans, replicas. NA 240pgs. $895  $8
VS 224pgs. 5855 88 & and larmhouses. cotlages. S 240ngs 5 COL 208pgs. 8955 $8

e VDH 192pgs. 295 S8 CTG 6dpgs. si995 53 & 2400w 5995 S8 £

AFFORDABLE COUNTRY & MORE  OUR VERY BEST EASY-LIVING SOUTHERN GARAGES & MORE BUILDING PRODUCTS
P ;| ; G GREAT e
"AFFORDABLE GARAGES 2
HOME PLANS i & et &
rom s T Bhres b

& : 3
v, o
, 23
22 300 plans for 26 200of ourmost 27 200 flexibleplans 28 207 homesrich 2% 2 books for | 30 A complete
m1d;rangc hudgegs. rm_mzr) plans. ! popular designs in for active adults, in Southern stylingand  price! Over 140 garages, full-color reference of
AF 256pgs. 3995 58 (N 224pges. 8995 S8 )| color. professional couples and  comfort. sheds. gazebos, 13,000 products from
23 200 plans for 25 200 fabulous HPG 224pgs. SI29588  empty nesters. SH 240pgs. 8845 S8  playhouses and more. 2,800 companies.
low-budget building.  farmhouses. EL 224pgs. S845 38 GGAYG 192pgs. SIE56 S8 BP 256pgs. $2495 S8

BS 224pgs. 8895 $8  FH 224pgs. 3855 S8

I PLEASE SEND ME THE DESIGN BOOKS I'VE CIRCLED: rdafiile = ol i i I
| 1:05  2MOS 3T &ENC 52 6:5M Towal Amount. ».......o.v: S I
7ML 8:5W 9:WH 10:VSH  11:VS 12:EDH BOOK Sales Tax: (AZ, ML, & WA residents,
I 13:[2__3.‘ ‘IA‘-I:E_\L.'RU 15:\'.0}1 16:CC 17 T(_, 18:CM 8 please add appropriat state and local ; I
I 19:05  20:COL  21:NA  22:AF  23:85 e ————— U 3 I
25:FH  26:HPG 27:EL 28:5H  29:CCAYC 30:BP . 1
| i Our Best Prices Ever! Qo e i
Name - Any Book... Any Title ' '
I New Design Portfolio . .. 5 _FREE I
I Address O n Iy $8 ) Total Enclosed $ '
% ] ; Y B Please remit in U.S. funds Limited offer! ]
City State Zip : R L With any purchase,
I MAIL TO: LBBD14 5 recelve ourlatest |
: New Design Portfolio
: ‘P HOME P].ANNERS, LLC AVAILABLE AT LOCAL BOOKSTORES OR ORDER BY CREDIT CARD abmtun:ﬁ lm»[f :
) ety ownss e wean:. CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-322-6797 |[ToH997]
3275 W. INA RD., SUITE 110, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85741 = = = s 7 TOH997 1]
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y INSULATED
wmnsn SUNROOM CONVERTS

TO A SUMMER SCREEN

Full Tnp Tu Buttom Wall Area Screens!

O QWIK® window/screen change system 0 Do-it-yourself kit,

no contractors needed O Meets building codes for snow & wind
loads O Unigue Climate Control Systern O No extras, comes com-
plete O Buy factory direct & save 0 America’s #1 value since 1974

Send $2 for Color Catalogue, Prices, or
Visit our Web Site:
www.sunporch.com/hse

SunPorch® Structures Inc.
P.O. Box 368, Dept. HSE
Westport, CT 06881-0368

www.stadlercorfi. cnm

'melfii @ ( ‘ qﬂ rtii %l Raingutter Mounting
”’ EART PINE FLOOR Solutions from Plastmo

E mmi’uu
1|Uillu i

Vi il

under existing roofing ma
New hole finder from Plastmo ¢

hanger to slipped underneath and f
from the top. Ideal for
homes with cornice mouldings s

or without facia. Standard facia P

are also available. Plastmo and K-Snap
aingutters are engineered with reinforced
utter rims and permanently glued joints to
stand severe climates. Made from impact
UV stabilized PVC that snaps together
for easy installation.

Call I'Insunog,ol’nc for Fkﬁ Cgta

94+ 1

Court, Jessu
% p, lastmo-itd.com




GROW ONE
FOR YOU?

l" \  Stairs
. from

| Spiral Stairs of America
800-422-3700

Simplicity of Form.

THOS. MOSER

CABINETMAKERS

Call for our free catalog:
1-800-708-9703

Freeport, Maine
San Francisco, CA

www thosmoser.com

With the Unico System, you can fit
high performance air comfort into your
old house without affecting aesthetics or
architectural integrity.

The system’s flexible mini-ducts fit
behind walls and ceilings, virtually
eliminating the need for soffits. The
Unico System is unquestionably the finest
new air comfort system for old houses.

For complete information on the
Unico System, call 1-800-527-0896 or
visit Unico on the worldwide web at
www.unicosystem.com.
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Umquely Yours. SHUTTERS

“Timberlane’s shutter cata!og includes

Crown Point Cabinetry offers over 32 pages of photos & ideas,

how:-to information, technical data
and uni design solutions.

the unique beauty
of Genuine Old Fashioned

Milk Paint.

Choose from a palette
of sixteen authentic colors

or have a color

custom blended

..just for you.

Handcrafted excellence
in period styling.
Fine quality custorm cabinetry

from Crown Paint.

Il for a FREE 32 page color catalog

3 - (800) 250-2221
Avallable dlrect. i www.timberlane-wood.com 'ﬂ

197 Wissahickon Ave. SEES

North Wales, PA 19454 &

CROMN@L\H 153 Charlestown Road * PO Box 1560 * Claremont, NH * 03743 TIMBERLANE = !
Web: www.crown-point.com * Email: info@crown-point.com WOODCRAFTERS INC

Period styling, .1
Handcra‘;icd%mhc finest quality: Phone: 800-999-4994 « Fax: 800-370-1218 “CRAFTSMANSHIP THAT MEETS THE TEST OF TIME"

Quartersawn
Clapboard Siding
& Building Materials

Including Wide Pine and
Hardwood Floooring

THE LIFFI'IME FINISH.

Quartersawing produces
a vertical grain clapboard:

* Twists and warps less

* Wears more evenly

* Bonds paint and stain better

Also featuring...

Cabots Factory Finish™
Exterior Pre-Finish for
all types of wood siding.
Allows priming or finishing
prior to installation
with 15 year warranty:

* Crack, peel and flake resistant
* Washable

* Non- yellowing

» No chalk washdown

* Paint film will not erode

Customer
Satisfaction

from

([ BPNl
g giitiie
7 (1 Granville Manufacturing Co.
% * Established 1857 »
Call Us Toll FREE

1-886-244-8880

Call, write or fax for Free Brochure

Tel: 802-767-4747 « Fax: 802-767-3107
E-Mail: woodsiding@madriver.com
Web Site: www.woodsiding.com

* Door Hardware
* Exterior Lighting




We Can Solve Your Paint Removal Problems! N

The Most Effective, Efficient and Ecologically
Safe Paint Stripping System Available
« Strips one square foot of paint in 15 seconds,

« Retrieves stripped debris into vacuum systems.
Can also be used for lead paint removal.,

« Eliminates the need for chemicals, sandblasting or heat removal.

SANDER VAC?

Dust-free sanding
indoor and out.

AMERICAN-INTERNATIONAL TOOL IND., INC.
129-B Fletcher Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920
Visit us at our website: www.AITTOOL.com

N (401) 942-7855 1-800-932-5872

SpacePak Comfort Systems.

Not seen in fme homes

«ePakour best feature is “hard to find.” That's
because our cooling and heating systems are designed
to blend effortlessly into vour home’s decor to deliver
quiet. whole house comfort. The secret to our thirty year success is flexible 2"
tubing that feeds through walls and ceilings. All you see are small. round outlets
the size of a music CD. There’s no remodeling. No redecorating. Just a home as

comfortable to live in as it looks.

To see what you've been missing. contact SpacePak at 413.564.5530 or

SPACE PAC

SpacePak. Central Air — Anywhere.

\\'\\'\\'.?-i'lil('t" Iiik A0m.

3999999
other
parts.

Fixanything around the house.
We have over four million parts
and accessories in stock for:

«Kitchen & laundryappliances
«Power tools

+Lawn & garden equipment
*Home electronics

«Owner’s manuals

Parts from over 400 manufac-
turers shipped directly to you.

1-800-684-5943

Order 7 days a week, 6 am.to11 pm, CST

SEARS
HomeCentral

PartsDirect

wwwsears.com/partsdirect

1999 Sears, Roebuck and Co.
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Wood Turnings for Porches & Stairways

» Stock or Custom Designs s Authentic Replications « Prompt Quality Service »
=Porch Posts « Balusters « Newels « Spindles « Finials « Handrailes
: » Lengths To 12 Feet » Free Brochure e
— s 1-800-527-9064 Fax 701-642-4204
E-Mail: info@cinderwhit.com
y UL Website: www.cinderwhit.com
il 733 Eleventh Avenue South « Wahpeton, ND 58075

it
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nrich Your Home With
Quality Grilles & Registers
Castlron « CastBrass ¢ Cast Aluminum « Wood
Over 200 Sizes & Styles in Stock = 44 Page Color Catalog $1
Think Of It As Call (978) 772-3493

A Treadmill The Reggio Register Co.

For Swimmers! Dept. G907 P.O. Box 511
Aver, MA 01432

Swim or exercise
against a smooth
current adjustable

to any speed in a
unique pool measur-
ing only 8’ x 15!
Enjoy the fun and
convenience of the
world's best exercise
at home year ‘round.
Ideal for swimming,
water aerobics and
rehabilitation.
Compact size makes
the dream of pool
ownership practical
in small spaces. The
Endless Pool™ is
simple to maintain
economical to run,
and easy to install
inside or outdoors.
New system reduces
chlorine use by 90%.

world of comfort

| - , 5 | Createyouf
| (Supmro SOMETHINGHIORELvorr T IRt
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Renovator's
g | Supply Caralog.

| [ncluding our
reproduction
fixtures, lighting
& hardware, we
have more than
2000 ways to
dress up your
home, inside
and out. So
relax, take a
deep breath and
" dive in!

Free Video!
Call 800-233-0741,
Ext. 617

Visit our web site at
www.endlesspools.com
or write Endless Pools, Inc.
200 E Dutton Mill Rd

Dept. 617

For a Free

VATOR’S &4,

Aston, PA 19014
Ask for Depc 2481

% Mailed third class

ENDLESS POOLS Renovator's Old Mill, Dept. 2481, Millers Falls, MA 01349 First class $2




INCINOLET

Electric Incinerating Toilet

WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED TOILET SYSTEM!
INCINOLET incinerates waste to clean ash —

without water — in a neat, compact,
stainless steel unit.

NO OTHER TOILET OFFERS
YOU THESE ADVANTAGES:

* Easy, inexpensive installation °
* Exceptional cleanliness

* Absolutely no pollution

Can be used in any climate

No holding tank or

pump out

Choose INCINOLET for quality,
durability, state of the art
technology.

INCINOLET - first ever incinerator toilet.
Call us today for a free brochure. 1-800-527-5551

E-mail: incinolt@incinolet.com

Web: http:/ /www.incinolet.com/incinolet

RESEARCH PRODUCTS/Blankenship

2639 Andjon * Dept. TOH * Dallas,

0 * 214-358-4238

AMAZING

The Toughest Glue

on Planet Earth’

Longest Shelf Life & Working Time. Bonds Wood,
Stone, Metal, Ceramics, Plastics and More!

Now at your local hardware store or home center.

If not, tell the big ape who runs the place to get it for you

Toll Free: 1-800-966-3458 « www.gorillaglue.com

Lutz File & Tool Co. # 3929 Virginia Ave., Cincinnati OH 45227
A portion of every sale is donated to Koko and The Gorilla Foundation.

THE ONLY TIME TESTED AND PROVEN POLYURETHANE

Enjoy
Soapstone Warmth

efficient stove material. Soapstone
absorbs twice as much heat as metal — and releases it

steadily and evenly, long after the fire has died. The heat

is gentle, even, and soul-satisfying

Qur high-efficiency stoves combine the com-

fortable day-and-night warmth of soapstone

with the grace and beauty of fine furniture.

I— FREE CATALOG & VIDEOQ I

Name

’ Address |

] City/State/Zip [
l
|

Day Phone (__)

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc.
| 66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 794, West Lebanon, NH 03784

For Fastest Service, Please Call
ToLL 1.800-866-4344

Quality and Value Since 1931

Victorian Spiral Stairs
' 1] I

I3

For 40" Diameler
11-Riser Kit F.0.B
Broomall, PA

For 3'6" Diameter
11-Riser Kit F.0O.B
Broomall, PA
T "

s495 !‘

1 | 1
f Shown § diam. with
- oplional brass il,
1 in-between spi

R and scroll treag

*Diameters 3'6" to 7'0" sDiameters 4'0" to 6'0"
*Kits or Welded Units *All Dak Construction

All kits available in any floor-to-floor height and BOCA/UBC code models.

Call fr the FREE 32 page color catalog: {5 pcie send e he FREE 33 pege oor codogs
1'800'523'7427 Ext. TOH99 | Name :
or visit our Web Site at hetp://www.theironshop.com i Ay E
Sh.-:)wrlomi.i{'Warehouse Lﬂcationf: - ! Gty Se. 0 |
i Y g;:‘;’][‘x T s 1 Mail tor The Iron Shop, Depr. TOHS9, Box 547, |
Sarasots, FL  (941)923-1479 | Samioed, CT (203) 325-8466 L300 Reed Rd., Broomall PA19008. _______________ J

The Leading Manufacturer of
Spiral Stair Kits™ THE IRON SHOP I




THE ORIGINAL
TIN CEILINGS

ﬁ' 3

\ 3 .5._,).;.,1_:__,,\__.,_,._.,._

B 32 Patterns in 2'x2' lay-in, 2'x4', 2'x8' nail-up

B Steel, White, Brass & Copper-plated, Chrome

B Stainless steel for kitchen backsplashes —
B 13 Cornice styles = Pre-cut miters —
B Send $1 for brochure @
B Call for technical assistance

gp aa-abbingdon dffiliates inc.
alia

Dept. TOH, 2148 Utca Ave., Bklyn., New York 11234
(718) 258-8333 « Fax: (718) 338-2739 » www.abbingdon.com

The definitive source 1
for classic antique
longleaf and new

Southern Heart Pine

SOUTHERN
WOOD FLOORS

(888)-488-PINE

www.southernwoodfloors.com

Antique longleaf heart pine rescued from
18th and 19th century buildings. New
Southemn heart pine grown in managed
pine plantations. For floors, walls, ceilings,
stairs and cabinet stock.

Menber 5
@Naﬁuml \
m:inﬁm < THE LONGLEAF ALLIANCE

Baths From The Past Collection

Fine Quality Victorian & Traditional Plumbing Products

Call for EREE i

brochures & information

80 pages color catalog
$5 refundable with purchase
SINKS e TUBS * ACCESSORIES

Baths From The Past
: By Besco Plumbing Sales
| DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS
83 E. WATER ST, ROCKLAND, MA 02370
1-800-697-3871 » 1-781-871-8530
Fax:1-781-871-8533

Radiant

UNDERFLOOR

Heating

We make it as
simple as it looks.

adiantec underfloor radiant heating
Rsystems are more than comfortable
and energy efficient. They're adaptable
and affordable too, They install easily,
make use of any fuel, and cost less
than other heating systems.

And underfloor radiant heat
preserves the aesthetics of any home
because the components are hidden
within the flooring system.

Out-of-sight comfort
for your restoration
or reproduction.

Installs easily in conventional
and concrete [looring,

ct oo Radiantec

Box 1111, Lyndonville, VT 05851
(800)451-7593 + (802)626-5564 * FAX (802)626-8045 *+ www.radiantec.com




HANDCRAFTED
To the Drtp on the Tapered Candles

28 Early American lighting since 1938; chandeliers,
copper lanterns and wall sconces.

3 Knowledgeable collectors, restorations and museums
have been buying our fine fixtures for over 30 years.
A list is available upon request. $2.00 for catalog.

GATES MOORE

River Road Silvermine, Dept. TOH, Norwalk, CT 06850
Telephone (203) 847-3231

[ exterior surTers
—_INCEDAR

,  Shipped Anywhere
Moveable Louvers, fixed
louvers or raised panel.
Custom curved tops.
Unfinished or painted in
your brand & color.
Interior Plantations in

L

2%" and 372" louvers,
Hinges and Holdbacks.

Brochures/Prices, call or write:
SHUTTERCRAFT, 282 Stepstone Hill
Guilford, CT 06437  (203) 453-1973

GLASS INTERIOR
Storm Windows

© Maintain the charm & beauty of existing windows |
.J W (NO replacements. NO unsightly triple-track storms) |
- 1

» Himinate Drafts tomplelah'

* Reduce Heating & Cooling bills up 1o 30%
® Low “E" and UV Protection available

« (ompression fit DIY installation
» Patented trackless mounting
* Factory direc custom sizes
» Easy - o fooks - Snap in & Out

Inner lassJ

————— WINDOW SYSTEMS
the betier alternative

1-800-743-6207 « FAX (B60) 651-4789
15 Herman Drive , Simsbury, CT 06070

( 3’ ?Vif /

_.
BUILT TO YOUR
WELL MEASURE-
MENTS
A complete line of covers for metal or mésonn,r basement
window wells. Insulate and protect with extra thick clear, rigid
Plexiglas. For measuring instructions and brochure write or

phone (717) 354-8956. DILWORTH MANUFACTURING CO.
Box 158, Dept. H7-9, Honey Brook, PA 19344-0158

riod Furniture Hardware
* Reproduction Furniture Components
* Wood Appliques & Moldings
* Trunk Hardware
* Period Furniture Kits
* Finishing Supplies, Glues, Fasteners, & Much More!

Call 1-800-558-1234
Or Write

Dept. 60089 PO Box 278 Woonsocket, SD 57385

Make Your Own Beams,

led logs & framing lumber

1 -
* Saw trees up o 30" D.or 45' L.
{w/optional bed extension(si)

* Optional I
handlin

lraulic log
LT3

* Professional sawmills
from $70663
Professional

LT40 Super
Hydraulic Seawmill

1-800-553-0219

www.windowbubble.com

8180 \u-l

Wood-Mizer: i

WWW. W

CLASSIC GUTTER SYSTEMﬂ

g\ For all your half-round needs
= Up to 26' shipped
nationally
* Buy direct
* Heavy duty copper
& aluminum

5 styles of
cast facia
brackets

Ph. (616) 382-2700 * Fax. (616) 343-3141
5621 East ‘D.E.’ Avenue * Kalamazoo, M1 49004

(v saah

@7/705/{5/?77@

Hand Crafted
Early American
Lighting Fixtures

1033p - 25~ high
POSTLIGHT

80 STILES RD., BOYLSTON, MA 01505

508+ 869« 2769

The Best Value in
Spiral Stairs
Buy Factory Direct
* Job Delivery Coast to Coast

* Save 30% to 50%
* Quick Ship on Stock Stairs
¢ Free Enclosed Tread Ends

¢ Diameters 3'6" to 7'
* Oak Treads & Handmﬂ

'CALL NOW
FREE BROCHURE
800-368-8280 or 610-631-1360
P.O. Box 183, Eagleville, PA 19408

Salter Industries |

GRUSH PROOF
YOUR GUTTERS

The Guttersaver™ fits
neatly into any gutter to
prevent ladder damage
and provide a secure
access point to your roof. &

Installs in minutes for a lifetime of service.

= 1-800-341-9917
Shipped anywhere in the LS. Available in Black or White. $19.95
Guttersaver 3441 South Willow, Fresno, CA 93725




* BLIND KIT
* WALLPAPER
CATALOG!**

uth, Michi
]"Ican OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Blind and Wallpaper Factory Weekdays 7am-1a

-800-735-5300 Sat&:bn Eam I2rnrjr.|gn ES
170 ‘"“"DGDa'ﬁSameasEashl

i e o ok ek ko

820"

Plus take an extra...
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THE LOOK OF WOOD ONLY BETTER!!!

IEXYDERIORESHIU
Wholesale

* Maintenance Free
on

» Custom Fit

» Lengths Up To 144"

e Wi up to 18"

» 18 Colors to Choose from

e Many Decorator Styles

. Pamtabie Shutters Available

g"c- (suo)si‘il"tf-'?wnJ

WWW, nopam! com

.. RADIATOR
STEELENCLOSURES

FOR HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES, INSTITUTIONS

MTHIS

FROM Tt
JIroTiis
L

BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE * EASY TO ASSEMBLE
MANY STYLES & COLORS * BAKED ENAMEL FINISH
Send '1.00 for Brochures. Refundable with Order.

MONARCH oc:. ron

P.O. BOX 326,111 KERO RD., CARLSTADT, NJ 07072
(201)507-5551

Remove old window puiry quickly
without damaging glass. Adapts fo any
2000-3500 rpm dnﬁ Solid carbide cutter.
2 year warranty
$ JO95
For Local Reiler, call

Putty

Chaser®

Prazi, U.S.A.
1-800-262-0211
website:
WWw.praziusa.com

EHotise

MAGAZINE

c%/en Stairs

Spiral, Straight, and
Curved Stairs

ALL Sizes & Styles
Steel, Wood, Aluminum
Custom & Stock Kits

Free Brochures &
Factory Assistance

1-800-431-2155 ext. mmq!a
hitp://www.mylen.com  §

.207-587 4832
2158 Bacon Rd.
Megeer, ME 04957

Hany | Edge Lipping LARER
Shaper flush planing $399 ‘S‘WW
hardwood & R comie
laminate
edges up to
2-1/4" thick

i Weathervanes

Cupolas, Finials, Custom Designs

WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION!
Extensive Catalog - FREE
(401) 253-0344

Crosswinds Galleny, Tuc.
w inds-gallery m
SE* Bristol. R 02800

= All-Seee! * Free
conswcion Custom Cellar Doors  sochur
By STEELWAY
Long or Short...
Narrow ar Wide,
Flat or Angled.
e, Any Size...Only $479

www.cellardoors.com  (800)368-8393

~Easy o
Install

(610) 828-7608 fax

Need some SQUEAK-RELIEF ®
come visit our new web site @ WWW.

squeakyfloor.com

or call for a free brochure

1-800-343-6129

ATCI consumer Products, Troy, Ml 48038

Goddard Spiral Stairs

Custom built; available in steel or wood;
interior and exterior styles available.
Wholesale prices and brochure.

GODDARD MANUFACTURING
Box 502 Dert. TOH, LOGAN KS 67646

785-689-4341

WWW.VIRUTEX.COM®800-868-9663*FAX:212-989-1777

m SHELDON SIA'E PRODU!!; CO.INC

WL s

7 Sheldon Slate is a family owned
= husiness with four generations
of experience. We mine and
manufacture our slate products
from our own quarries. The
range of colors will compliment
any kitchen or bath. Our slate
is heat resistant, non-porous
and non-fading. It has a polished/
honed finish and is very low
maintenance. We can help you
Monson, ME 04464 design and build a custom sink,
(207) 997-3615 countertop or vanity, or you can
Middle Granville, NY 12849 yse yvour imagination. Custom
(518) 642-1280 inquiries are handled through
Fax: 207-997-2966 our Monson, Maine division.

Call for the names of
your nearest dealers.

Wood Screen

125 STYLES

« Any Wood

« Any Size

« Any Color
FREE CATALOG

Ciro Coppa
1231 Paraiso Ave.
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-4142

WIRELESS DRIVEWAY ALARM

A bell rings in your house
anytime someone walks or
drives into your place.

- Free Literature -

DAKOTA ALERT, INC.
BOX 130, ELK POINT, SD 57025
605-356-2772

ADD-ON WINDOW PANES |

Pallo doors,too!
Decorative grlds Easy
inexpensive, removable

New Panes Creations

44799 Fermn Clrc!e

Temecula, CA 9259

(800) 382-7263

ater www.newpanes.com

Interior/Exterior Bullders Household Hardware
Reproductions/Restorations/Repairs,
Custom Hand Forged Ironwork/Brass Castings.

Fireplace Cranes/etc. L
5-8303 ‘—q

Catalogs $5. Fax 828-66

KAYNE & SON CUSTOM HARDWARE
100 Daniel Ridge Rd (TOH)

Candler, NC 28715 818-667-8868

26 oz MICRO-CABIN mm"
o, ONLY ‘959\"529

“FREE CATALOS WITH aaml

Great hun
w@!usprhte available

forub!ns cottages, bams, I
and more. igns too.

AT sheldondesians com
mm 339 DGORE.?Dé #204 6ldilman NJ 08558
| g == ol

VERMONT FRAME - pr |
P0.Box 100T Huwsburg,v'r 0 5461} : -.
cSend for free brockur N W

800-545-6290- WWW. Sover.net/~foamlam




AnTIQUE HEART PINE, old growth, flooring, stairw.
mouldings, cabinetry. Northeast Millwork, RI 401/624-7744.

Oup GrowTH Repwoon. Own a piece of history! Siding,
Decking, Timbers. RRWood 1-888-648-5407.

SEBASTIAN'S SPECIALTY HARDWOODS - Reclaimed Antique
Heart Pine, Douglas Fir, Hardwoods. Flooring, Posts,
Beams, Boards Expertly Milled. Ship Anywhere From SW
Wisconsin. 608-734-3157.

PoLe Barn PLans, Plan Catalogue for Outbuildings, send
$5.00 to: American Barn Co., 3866 Holiday Curve Drive,
Park City, Utah 84098,

Oversizep SHoweR Curtain LINERS in white or clear. Call
1-B00-390-4777 for sizes and pricing.

Siate Roor BisLe: Complete home owner and contractor
manual. 800-639-4099 $35.

|=

New KrrcHen CaBiNETs Again - $49.95 www.restorzit.com

800-789-9784 Carpet and Rugs. All major brands. 5% over
cost! American Carpet Brokers.

Buy SmarT First quality, warranted carpet, vinyl, hardwood,
ceramic, laminate flooring and area rugs. Dalton’s largest
outlet. Family owned and operated for 26 years.
Guaranteed low prices. Free samples. Ship anywhere. Call
Carpets of Dalton toll free 1-888-514-7446.

T

CanrpeT Barn - Buy all major brands at wholesale. Largest
selection of berbers in stock. 800-345-0478.

CarPET PaD like Grandma had! Wonderful wool. No dyes,
glues. 800/881-9665.

CarpeT, ViNyL & Harowooo FLoORING true wholesale prices.
Carpet Express “America’s Floor Store” 1-800-922-5582
Dalton, GA.

CarpeT, ViNvL, Woop, Ruas. For 25 Years. The Top Brands.
The Lowest Prices. West Carpet, Dalton, GA B00-338-6124.

“Armsnic CupoLas” lighted with windows, copper
weathervanes and components. 1-810-294-6983,
http://www.zacksworkshoppe.com

Too Many BiLLs? Free, Easy Debt Consolidation. One
monthly payment-reduced up to 50%! Genus Credit

g
z
9
8
2
N
8
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PorcH Swinas. NC crafted. Any length.
Bankston Swing 1-B00-YO-SWING (967-9464).
www.micropublishing.com/bankston

Need a compact Heating & A/C unit? The Suburban
Dynaline is the answer! web site: http://www.dlii.com

Winoow RoLLer SHapes Room Darkening, Light Filtering,

2180. e-mail: ThomSchar@acl.com

CxemicaL FRee CLEANING for masonry, monuments, stone.
Gentle and environmentally safe. Advanced Masonry
Cleaning Systems 888-295-1905.

I l I'l'ltil Old

MAGAZINE

800-283-6038

4042 Highway 42+ P.0, Box 206
Locust Grove, GA
30248

4”to 12" Pine Flooring

www.authenticpinefloors.com

MADE IN US.A.

\WETZLER CLAMPS

THE PROFESSIONALS' CHOICE

PO, BOX 175 PHONE:B(N-451-1852
MT. BETHEL, P

A 18343 FAX:717-897-5891
| Visit our website:www.wetzler.com

Email:wetzler@enter.net @ w—

Free catalog available

Authentic Victorian style brass and iron beds.
Handcrafted entirely in England with old world
techniques. Exceptional quality, present-day
heirlooms. Buy importer direct and save.
Twin, Full, Queen & King sizes
Toll freler pht}nﬁrﬁa:: I‘;B?E- 22-5049
: ree full-color brochure
&2 1112 Riverside Drive, Paimetto, FL 34221  Vh,

Handmade Colonial

Lighting
s Post ] *ms « Wall Lantemns
* Ch sliers » Sconces

* Hand Forg r'llmf\\rlrr\
Handmade Colontal Reproductions in
Copper « Brass « fron « Tin

Lighting by
Hammerworks

www. hammerworks.com

Custom Blacksmithing
& Lighting

Send S5 lor 2 Full-Color Camalogs 10

118 Main St
Meredich, NH 03253
(603) 279-7352

6 Fremont St., E
Worcester, MA 01603, {508) fSJ 3434

OLp Founparion BLock five styles available or will match
your existing sample. 708-333-1902.

Cuassic 18mH CenTury handrailing and balusters

2"x10" to 20"x 32"

3 floor models and baseboard model

unfinished or prefinished

unds?_aalorcatalogmmaﬁoomnln:
RAT E VENT

9502 Linder Ave. * Crysial Lake, IL 60014
(818) 459-4308

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

l | We will match your

existing muu."dmgs'

Measuring & ordering is

asy; we ship anywhere!
1H EAG. SHARP
LUMBER COMPANY
Architectural Millwork Since 1870
1900 §. State St., Girard, OH 44420

1-800-745-2596, _

Call for Catalog.

(Credited towards vour order) s

Call Susan BoucHer or Ann TRacey, Media People, Inc.,
1-800-542-5585, 1-860-542-5535, Fax: 1-860-542-6904

Weekdays 7:00 a.m. lo 12:00 mlﬂmglrt ! ? a
Sat. & Sun. 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. y

-800—477-800 l
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Gable Trim Porch Posts
Fretwork Newel Posts

. Brackets Balusters

Corbels

Hillsboro TX 76645
1-800-963-2181
Illustrated Catalog Available- FREE

Box 1081-T0

This DUMBWAITER
is specially designed
for two and three
floor residential
applications.

= MICA cabinet.

« Custom sized.

* Installed by any
experienced
craftsman.

Call for catalogs &
technical assistance.

Ultimate Die Corporation
Tampa, FL 813-620-8847
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¢ Be a home
L]

\ inspector!
-- Professional-level I
home study. Make more
money and be more in- l
dependent as a home
inspector. Join a boom-
ing industry! For your
free career literature, I
" send or call 24 hours a day. I

Call now: 800-223-4542 I
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I ‘3{:!100] of Home | Inslpt' ion, Dept. PPH411 I
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky., Norcross, GA 30092




LOCATION

New Canaan,
Connecticut

When John Betts Jr., the great grand-
son of one of New Canaan’s first set-
tlers, built a modest one-and-a-half-
story farmhouse in the mid-18th cen-
tury, it had such necessities as wide-
plank floors and a massive central
chimney with three working fireplaces.

After the Revolution, the house was
rotated 90 degrees around the chim-
ney and another story was added,
along with such amenities as carved
mantelpieces and paneled doors hung
on hammer-forged H-hinges. These
early features are still in place, giving
the well-preserved five-bedroom house
a warm and cozy look. In fact, except
for its three-and-a-half bathrooms and
a poorly matched ranch-style addition
from 1976, the original 2,900-square-
foot house seems to have changed little
in the last 200 years.

The same cannot be said of the sur-
rounding community, where 2-acre
plots now sell for $700,000 or more.
With the 4-acre Betts property soon
to go on the market, there will be a
strong financial incentive to demolish
the old structure and build something
bigger. To forestall its destruction, the
owners hope to find a buyer who can
relocate the house and commit to its
restoration, although they reserve the
right to reject any offer for any reason.
Two outlying barns and a tool shed,
all in good condition, could be
included in a separate transaction.

CONTACT
Janet Reddock
(203) 972-1933
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BY BEN KALIN

The Betts-Ogden-Morris House, with its shingle siding and unusual 9-over-6 double-hung windows,
top, retains an early New England charm. Inside, the original kitchen fireplace bas a beehive oven
and 12-foot-long stone bearth, bottom left, which lends an authentic colonial character to what

is now the dining room. A simple barn, now empty, sits on the back of the property, bottom right.

if you know of a house that should be saved, please write to: Save This Old H ,1185 A of the Americas, 27th floor, New York, NY 10036.
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