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Best-in-class towing power. 11,300 lbs.* Full steam ahead.

THE NEW 2OL1.F.150
FIND OUT MORE AT

t, ILT

TOUGH

*Properly equipped. crass is Fulr'size pickups under g,5o0 lbs. GVwR. * *Avairabre earry 2011.
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STICK TT IN A DRAWER.
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idea file
2il before + after: kitchen

A roomier layout and period-
style touches change a

cramped space into a family's
just-right cooking place

Jl.3 shopping
Wall-mount mailboxes

38 getthislook
C raftsman-style hol iday entry

45 pricewise
Bow-back Windsor side chairs

47 fuontartdcenter
At the TOH TV job site, more
space, a double window, and
bright paint lighten up a
once-f oreboding entryway.
Learn the why and how behind
three other entry makeovers too

70 makingavintage
cottage her own
An Arkansas doctorgives her
third remodeling patient a
Craft sman-style makeover

1Il()ne)r-sa\rers
3.1 budgetredo

A copper sink and other
bargain-buy f ixtures bring a
pass6 powder room up to date

76 30down-and-dirty
tricks for big DIY savings
Work up a sweat and save some
dough with these practical
home-improvement tips

upgra(res
57 bestnewhome

products 2OlO
We saw a ton of stuff this year.
Check out our first annual
insider's list of standout goods

82 allabout
Crown molding

SHOPPING 0Il the cover

;18,17.:t:j..l; 7(/ Get your
home holiday ready
2: Great homeownergifts
.;7 Ourtop product picks 2010
8.? Crown molding
zo Save with these DIY tricks

Cover Photograph by JOHN ELLIS
Styling by SUNDAY HENDRICKSON

HiSiise@
Getyourhome
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Dive into our
bag of DIY
tricks and

vou'llcome
but with 3O

money-saving,
home-

improving
ideas.

15

]torne solrttiorts
1;l Build a Christmas tree box:

10 uses for candle stubs; cheer up
old chairs by painting their legs;
stop four holiday mishaps from
happening; nine low-priced
stocking stuffers; and more

lrornr-to projects
Jl(r paintideas

Use paper templates to hand
paint a lrzloroccan-star design
on your walls

-11 salvage style
Turn a vintage iron window
guard into a storage-expanding
wall-mount pot rack

5/ home center project
Fashion corbels and staircase
parts into a trestle table fit
for a holiday feast. TOH
general contractor Tom Silva
shows you how

asl< tltis oltl Jtouse
{)/ Q + A Track down new knobs

for old door hardware;fix a leak
caused by a tilted tub; use
shrubs to help hide blue-spruce
brownout; replace a cracked
Corian kitchen sink; and more

{r"l step-by-step lnstallawood
floor medallion

96 Norm'stricksofthetrade
Find out what s causingyour
loose miterioints

9,9 TOHtooltest
12-volt lithium-ion drill,/drivers

in e,veryr issue
thisoldhouse.com
readermail
letter from This OId House
checklist Easywaysto
improve your home right now

directory
save this old house
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Conventionol vocuums hove
wheels thot don't steer properly.

The Dyson vocuum pivots on o boll.
The motor is inside the boll, lowering

the center of grovity ond moking
steering even eosier.
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John L Erom
PRESIDENT,THIS OLD HOUSE VEI{TURES INC.
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_SHE HAS 4,ooo cosruMEs AND oNE sruBBoRN
FOUNDATION CRACK. TI{IS CALLS FOR GREAT STUFF.*

*.yb" a pirate get-up. Arrr.And

TI

When you live in a town called Great Falls, it's all about fresh air and picturesque waterfalls.
But if you have air and moisture coming through foundation cracks, there! nothing pieturesque
about it. So we came to town with a truckload of durable and water-resistant GREAT StLtrfi"
Gaps & Cracks lnsulating Foam Sealant. Now whether or not you're storing a robust collection
of fake moustaches, your basement or crawlspace can be sealed up tight.

See us in Great Falls at dowgreatstuff.com/GreatFalls @
a TEd€mark orThe Dow Chemi.alComry (..Dow,,) or a. a$tiar€d company of Dow.
Consult the label.nd Matc.i.l Safety O.taSh*t caretutlybetore use.
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thisoldhouse.com
rbread

ousecontest
yourchancetowin
a$soOgiftcard

Forthe contest rules-andto see dozens
of gingerbread houses-g,o to

thi s ol dho us e. c o m/ginge rb r e a d

UE f ac eb o ok. c om/thkoldlrouse reil @thisotdhouse

ADVEBTISEMENT

i

I

invites you to enter for your cbance i

to win one of these

I]EIiT NEhI
l, ltoDt,c TIi

GI?ANI)
PIIIZE:
Samsung
4-Door
French Door
Refrigerator* '
(ARV t2,999)

SECONI)
PI?IZE:
Panasonic Viera
42-in plasmaW*
(ARv $1,700) '

, Tl{ll?l)
Pt?tZli:
Grohe
Rainshower
lcon Hand
Shower*
(ARv $114)

TH ISOLDHOUST€ONTEsTs.COM'BEST

T0 IiNTlill, \tllilT:

'or (a5h equivalenl

NO PURCIIASE ilECESSIR?. Pqcnatioo tho$ mt impmve vqr
Ghanoos oI sinrfig. the "Bert l'l6w Pmdu6ts" Sweep$lakes begins

12:00:01 AM EI on'11/!9/10 and ends 11:59:59 PM Ff 0n 12l31i10,

Open to leoal residen8 o, fie m United States & 0.C., age 1 8 or older at

ti;le of entry. To enter and view complete detaib, sligibility inlormation, .
and otticial 

-Rules, 
vbit www.ttlisoldiosecontests.c0trybcst. Limit one J

online enfy per per$on or email address pe, day. All entries must be

rmeived by 11:5959 PM EI o0 t231i10. odds ot winning will depend

on the number 0l eligible enlries reteived. All federal; locat and state

rcgulations apply.Void where Fohibited by law. Spon$r:lhis old House

Ventures, 1 35 West s0ln Street, 10th Floo[ New Yo& NY l00m

C]



readermail
This month a reader shared her battles with an invasive vine we
repoded on. Others continued the tradition of clever T)H reader
solutions: one for wind-whipped storm doors, another-surely
a contender for our Cheapskate Hall of Fame-a thrifty and
practicalalternative to our Weekend Remodel cold frame.

Orientalbitterstueet
In your October Home Solutions
you had a short heads-up about ori-
ental bittersweet. This is the fust re-
port I have seen in any media source
informing the public about this inva-
sive vine. It is the north's version of
kudzu. It strangles young saplings,
and its canopy screens any sun from
mature trees, killing them. I have
been fighting it for several years. I've
found mature vines with a diameter
of 8 inches or more and have had to
use a saw to cut them. I've pulled out
root systems of 10 feet, and there
was still more before it broke. It is
very resistant to herbicides. There

needs to be more awareness about
this plant. Thanks for the arricle.

*o*rn .*.rr#3H5. rtf,l!.

Wind-folltng s;torm door
In October's Ask This Old House,
someone asked about repairing a

storm door damaged by a strong
wind. Given the way the wind hits
our front entrS we'd repaired and
replaced a few storm doors over
the years. Finally we got the idea to
put the hinges on the opposite side
of the door so that the wind would
push it shut instead of snapping it
back and breaking it. It has been

that way for at least 20 years now,
and we've not had a problem with
the wind since.

_MIMI KALtilAN, MANCHESTER. CONN.

Double-hungcoldftame
Re October's Weekend Remodel
project on making a cold frame,
there is an easier and cheaper meth-
od. !7hen some neighbors were up-
grading their windows, I got an old
double-hung in frame for nothing. I
cut down a door frame-from a pre-
hung door someone didn't want-ro
fit under the frame of the window.
In use, just open the sashes to venti-
late and control the inside temp. No
need for hinges, a handle, or a stick
to hold up the window.

_ALDEN HART, GREENVILLE, N.C,

Corections
+ The price given for the bookcase
on page 69 of the October issue
was incorrect. lt is actually $320 as
shown; gothiccabinetcraft.com.
+ The humidifier listed as
"evaporative" in the chart on page

34 of the 0ctober issue was not the
correct model. ltshould be Honeywell
HCM-750, $55; target.com.

ff1i#.r*iiiE.

Fluted mirror frame
ALICIA HOFFMAN, ROCKVILLE. MD.

My husband had a large unframed wall mirror left over from a
bathroom remodel. We had talked about building a frame for
it for months, but when I saw your Home Center project in the
September 2O10 issue, I knew that I could finally convince him
to do it. After a fair amount of effort, the mirror looks great
hanging in our dining room. Thanks!

howto
reach

us

The editors: This 0ld House magazine,
135 West 50th Street,
NewYork, NY 10020.
0r e-mail T0H_letters@timeinc.com.
-r lnclude your full name, address, and
phone number. Published letters are edited
for clarity and length.

Decernber 20lo THTSOLDHOUSE.COM 9
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"o,r",bir,", 
the best

of the old und the bcst of
tht, new. Tho "h".i.h*d.
time-hono."d clegance

of hrr.d"*ofti"g ir joi""d

*ith thc be,.,cfit, of
,r,.d".. cngineerir,g *r,d

prefrnishing to ercate a

fl.o. without pecr. A"J
*hil* . ho,-,r"', character

is derelop"d o.r". a period

of ycars nr,d o.ror, d""rd"r.
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"hn.,tctcr
,ight f.onl the start.

Virginia MitlWorks Windsor Oak

Handscraped Flooring is

available at Lumber Liquidators
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Horho...uh-oh!
"Could you just give me a quick hand getting the deco-
rations down from the attic before you go?" That was my
mother, whom my wife and I were visiting, lying right to my
face. "Sure," my wife said, volunteering me before I could
say otherwise,

I should explain. You see, the deceit my mother, an other-
wise honorable woman, was practicing right there-ir was
all about the "quick hand." There is nothing quick about
my mother's Christmas decorating. It takes her many days,
hundreds of man-hours all totaled up. The sheer volume of
tchotchkes makes it impossible for the process to be otherwise.

Nonetheless I went up the stairs, through the door, and
into the amic crawl space. Past the wood skis, past a milk can
and a box with a lirtle wool suit coat and knee pants I wore
when I was 2.

On Trip 1, I got the tree stand. Trips 2 and 3 were for the
lights. Trips 4 and 5 were for boxes of ornaments. Trip 6 was
for a box of Santas that she's collected. Trip 7 was also for a

box of Santas. Trips 8, 9, 10, and 11 were for one more box of
Santas pius three Santas thar were too big to fir in a box.

Sitting at the dining room table, surrounded by rhem, I
said to my wife,"She has more Santas than... "

"Than what?" she asked. "Than you have junk in our sror-
age space? Enormous keftle, meet tiny por." I think she was
implying that I had my own heaps of stuff-or that I was an enormous kettle.
I'm not sure. "Look at all this," I said, gesturing around me. ,,Look at it! you
can't even see me, there are so many Santa Clauses here.,, And just then my
mother, clearly having heard every word I'd said, walked in.

"I can see you," my mother said, "but you're right. It's time to thin the
herd. " I looked at he r, the satisfying smile of a long-fought victory starting to
spread across my face , and then... "I'm going to get rid of the big one right in
the middle. Yeah, I definitely don't need that one anymore.,,

"Come on sweerie," my wife said. "You heard your mother.,,

THREE THINGS ILEARNED
FROMTHISISSUE

l-HowaciDdlsstuD rnd
sorne firil can help vou get t.our
shoes tied I p. lltl
2-How cut-uppitp€r lncl sonrc
painting savr'1 can nrake vou t-eol

likc you just tvoke u1t in Llaseblrrnca.

[p. i]61

lJ-Howayintagewindow
$tfdfd can tnake xrur ltots ancl

pans t'ee I saf'e. Ip. -12 
|

/.' ?
$u Crda-r(v"'\'J(

SCOTT OMELIAN UK. EDITOR
scott@th isoldhousc.com

I
L

zlo
o
or

P.s. Perhaps, dear reader, you're wondering what rhis has to do with This ord
House. well, it's meant ro be a cautionary tale-not about being booted from
your mother's house, which you may or may not desire-but about collect-
ing' Hoard too much and you'll have no room for anything from my favorite
new TOH feature: our first annual Best New Home products list. I can't do
its fullness justice here; just turn ro page 57 to check it out. oh, and before I
forget: Hrppy Holidays to you and yours. May they bring you as much joy as
I brought Santas from my mother's attic.

December 2010 THISOLDHOUSE,COM U
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checklist{Dece

n Give vour fire
extineu-isher
a saf6ty check
Start by making sure the pressure
gauge's pointer is in the g;reen

zone; if it isn't, call your local fire
stationto find outwhere to have

the apparatus repressurized and
refi lled with its extinguishing
agent. Ifthe instruction label is
illegible, contactthe manufacturer
for a replacement. See cracks,

dents, or rust on the shaft? Time
tobuyareplacement.

#""rre the
homestead
Before you visit family for
the holidays, follow these
steps to ensure your house
doesn't fall prey to burglars:

Put your lamps on timers.
Set them to switch the
lights on for a few
hours in the evening to
give the impression that
someone's at home.

lnstall exterior lights
with motion sensors near
ground-floor entries.

Trim trees and other
climbable vegetation back at
least 3 feet from windows.

Arrange for a neighbor to
collect your mail and plow
the driveway if it snows.

i"]'$lJ "i
,.. l-lp ,,'

tr Blow the dust from thermostats
Left unchecked, dust can accumulate inside thermostats, causing them

to miscalculate room temperature-a confusing, and potentially costly,

error. To clean yours, cut the power, remove its cover, and gentlyblow

away dust, then nudge out any dirt with a cotton swab.

tr Tiehten exterior
stair"railings
A handrail won't help you

scale slippery steps if it
wobbles when you grab it, To
secure a wood railing, apply
construction adhesive to the
top ofthe posts and reinforce
with screws. For wrought
iron, tighten all the fasteners,
replacing rusted parts with
stainless steel. lf the rail has

come loose from a masonry
wall, be sure the anchor is

set in framing or solid block,
not mortar; if necessary,
reset it with new concrete.

Refill it with fresh gasoline?

Sure, but here are other
steps you should take
before a blizzard hits:
1. lf the spark plug
looks worn, replace
it, setting the spark
plug's gap based on

"tlsing nrt'r'rioi rrkc lti lrnislt
<ilrrt|oll ll)t,r'tlt(")l ltt\ llr!rll("\
loo1 *nd grit tt'l's: it Ittlps lir:t'1r

ict dalts tt',itrr titritrirrg."

- .ii:ittt llollingsrl'urtli.
Lirtrolit. Neb.

E-mail us your ideas at
checklist@thisoldhouse.com.

E Preo
blower

E What's
onvour
ch6cklist?

the manufacturer's
specifications. O
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2. Drain away old oil, following the manufacturer's
guidelines, and fillwith a fresh supply.

3. Check the scraper bar for wear. lf it looks thin'
replace it.
4. Examine the belt for cracks and replace as needed.
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For interior projects, check out the new, stronger
formula of Elmels Carpentels Wood Glue.

l-

E

WE TOLD THE ENGINEERS TO MAKE IT STRONGER.

E BAGKWITH

CARPENTER,S.

WATERPROOF &

Bonds Strongerthan Wood

Hesists Heat, Mold & Mildew

r Sandable 6. Paintable

* Easy Water Cleanup

I
n

I

SHOWOFFS,

New Wood Glue MAX from Elmer's. Our most advanced formula yet, it's the
only woodworking adhesive on the market that's both waterproof and stainable.

-'l

I

Visit elmers.com/diy for helpful woodworking tips and videos.

,
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Noture hos something to tell you.

T h O n k S . The more efficient o system, the less fuel it uses ond the better it is for

the environment. ENERGY STARqquolified York Affinity'" Furnoces hove on off-the-

chorts efficiency roting up to 98%i As o motter of foct, the York Affinity Moduloting

Furnoce is the most efficient gos-fired residentiol furnoce on the morket todoy. Rother

thon simply switching on or off, it works like o dimmer switch-evenly replocing the

omount of heot leoving the home ond outomoticolly odiusting itself to mointoin the

desired temperoture setting. Quiet, eco-friendly Affinity systems sove energy, money,

ond the plonet. Now thot feels nice. Coll your York Deoler ot 800-9,l0-YORK to leorn

more. Visit us online ot yorkupg.com/comfori.

*Annuol Fuel Utilizotion Efficiency (AFUE) rotings up to 98% on select models, ond no lower thon97.5% on oll models with vorioble-speed motors.

UYORKThe eco-friendly York Affinity Series Furnoces.
It's time to get comfortoblej
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! nait"a Uy Jessica Dodell-Feder

S 10 S
IO USES PREVENT HOLIDAY DISASTERS GIFT GUIDE MORE

SMART IDEA

While ceiling-high evergreens might be the norm today, up until the late
19th century most Christmas trees fit ddily on a table. But the fact that they
were small doesn't mean they couldn't make a big statement. Just check out
our festive take, shown here. Set inside a box clad with tin ceiling tiles, and
adorned with keyhole hardware and dollhouse doors and windows, this
tree pays homage to rhe historic house in which it resides. To create your
own version, simply pick out some architectural elements of your home
you'd like to highlight. Then turn the page for pointers on building the tree
box and assembling the ornaments. Continued )
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TIT HOLIDAY HOW-TOS

.' SMART IDEA CONT'NUED

f- Construct the
legs, Glue and nail a

lxl strip flush with
the long edge of a
1x2 strip to form an

L-shaped legthat's
more than tall enough

to accommodate your
tree's pot. Repeat
three times.

2- auiu ttre lody. Cut
four panels from
%-inch plywood,

makingtwo of them
Yz inch narrowerthan
the othertwo. All

four should be as tall
as the legs you just
made. Glue and nail

the panels so that theY

sit inside the legs, as

shown. Make sure the
narrow panels face

each other and the
wide panels face each

other. You will now

have a box that's open

at both ends.

3- Supportthe
bottom of the box.
Glue and nail scrap
blocking to either end
of the box, then tack
on a center support
at the same height.
To create the bottom
panel, cut a piece of
7c-inch plywood that's
slightly smallerthan
the box's interior
dimensions. Slide
the panel down into
the box, and rest it on
your supports. Glue

and nail, if desired, for
extra support.

4- Trimthe bottom
of the panels. Create a

bottom rail by cutting
a l%-inch strip of lx to
fit between the box's
legs. Nail, and repeat
on all sides.

5- lnse* the tin. Cut
a tin ceiling tile with
tin snips to f it snugly
inside your box frame.
(We used a standard
2-by-2-foot tile from
americantinceilings
.com that we cut into
four equal squares).
Apply vinyl adhesive
caulk to the back of

the tin, fit it inside the
frame, and sealwith
the caulk.

6- Capand paint.
Turn the box rightside
up. Line the top
inside edges with Lxl
strips. Cap the box
by gluing and nailing
four 1x4 pieces with
mitered corners to
the supports you just
made. Sand the
wood, then finish by
priming and painting it
with a latex in a color
of your choice.

-J.D.F

,How-to:
Gather the
ornaments
Tinyreplicasof
architectural details
are a clever alternative
to traditional baubles.
Searchfleamarkets,
hardware stores, or
online auction sites
forskeletonkeys
andkeyholes,which
cancostaslittle as

$leach.Orbuynew
reproductions-ours
comefromhouseof
antiquehardware
.com (from $2 each),
andstringthem
oncolorfrrlribbon.
Lookinyourlocal
craftsstoreoron
awebsitesuchas
houseworksltd.com
forwooddollhouse
doorsandwindows
thatyoucanpaint.
Whateveryourhome's
architectural sryle,
youlllikelyfindsmall-
scalepiecesthatwill
fitrightin. -r.o.r.

' How-to: Bulld the tree box o
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Find more photos showing how to make this
tree box at thisoldhouse.com/bonus
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Find uson
Facebookm

Go on, keep your hands full.
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LEDsunbreakable

r
pivoting headlight 4light modes

{,

Our full line of powerful headlights- including our
versatile, energy-efficient 6 LED headlight- are

ready for anything. So keep hunting. Keep Going.

now that's positivenergyenergizerlights.com

O2O1O Energizer- Energizer, card and ladel graphics and other marks are trademarkt of Energizer. Facebook is a registered trademark o, Facebook. lnc.



Lightly rub the end of a

pale-colored candle

stub over a package's

mailing label to prevent

moisture from making

the ink bleed.

at Fixa
Z shoelace.
Melt a stub onto a piece

of foil, then immediately
dip the end of a frayed
lace into the wax. Wait a

fewseconds, then mold

the wax into a point that
can be guided through
lace holes.

t Unstick
drawers.
Lubricate the runners
of a drawer with a
candle to help it open
and close with ease.

(This trick also works
onwindowand
sliding-door tracks.)

10 USES

t Ignite kindling.
Drizzle a melting candle stub liberally over a
pinecone or smallbranch, andlet dry. Toss

into a fi.replace or woodstove as a frre starter.

Candle stubs
Even after you've burned them down quite a bit,
candles still come in handy around the house.
Here are a few ways to see them in a new light

\

'l Waterproof
I alabel.

5

(;

Rub wax along the sides

of a saw blade to help it

slice cleanlythrough
lumber.

Make a
smoothcut

Distress
furnittrre.

there's wax, giving the
wood a weathered look

-/Seal
/ envelopes.
After addressing holiday

cards, drip wax over the

tip of the envelope f lap to
keep it sealed-and add

a bit of historical charm.

candle stub and stick it
securely inside a glass

jar. Light, then suspend

the luminaria from wire

wrapped around the iar's
mouth to cast a glow.

f Preventsnow
andicebuildup.
Coat the edge of a
shovel or scraper with
wax so that snow and
ice will slide right off.

_JENNIFER STIMPSON

9Deterbugs.
ltrlake mosquito
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Before staining a wood
piece, lightly rub random

sections with a white or

beige stub. The stain

won't penetrate where

() Illuminate
Oaparw.
Ir4elt the bottom of a

repellent by melting
unscented stubs in a

double boiler, adding

citronella oil, and pouring

into a heat-resistant iar.

rlt$re L0 uses
Find clever ideas for
more leftovers at
thisoldhouse.com
/bonus
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FARMERS
We Are lnsuronce. We Are Formers:

Auro I Home I Life I Business

" MosT accidents occvr close To horne.
lsn'T uhat where yovr agenT shovl-J be? "

" Prof. Nathaniel Bvrke

D.

a
3

I '&
T
I

Unlike mony insuronce componies, Formers lnsuronce prides itself on providing our customers with personol support
from ogenis living neor you. The Universily of Formers"-on esteemed insuronce educotion institution-tokes the
best ogents from your oreo ond troins them to be even better. When they're reody, we send them bock to your
community to stort serving you. For more informotion on our veneroble institution, heod ro universityofformers.com.



QUICK MAKEOVER DISASTER HELP

Tbansformevenan
ordinary diuner into a
festive affair by perking
up the legs ofyour dining
chairs with a coat of
cheerfulcolor. Startby
going over the legs rvith
medium-gritsandpaper
until they're as smooth as

possible. Wipe away arry
dust with a tack cloth,
thenuse a smallbrush to
apply a coat oflatex
primer'. Follow with two
coats of latex paint in your
desiredhue; let dry
cornpletelybetween
applications. Ifthe
legs feature detailed
woodworh ar.,oid drips by
painting with a side-to-
side rnotion. -r.D.F.

+ SAFE HOUSE

Big gatherings are a

sign ofthe season,
but with so many
people in your home
at once, a minor
mishap can turn into
chaos. Here's how
to save your house
from devolving
into a disaster:

under 15 amps, or
if using a power
strip, within the
manufacturer's
rating. lf you notice
sparking, pull plugs

out of the outlet
immediately.

2_Fiery
candles
Those tapers look
great glowing on your
table-until someone
knocks them onto the
linen tablecloth.
Prevent it: Never sit
a candle directly on
flammable material.
Before lighting, trim

the wick to % inch:
blow it out when
there are 2 inches of
wax left (% inch if the
candle's in a vessel).

3-Smokir8
turkey
Bye-bye birdie:

Smoke starts pouring
out of the oven while
you're cooking.
Prevent it: Clean the
oven thoroughly at
least a day before the
meal. When broiling,
keep food at least 2
to 3 inches from the
flame and place a

sheet pan underneath

to catch drippings
that could smoke.

4-Lealrytoilet
Lots of guests means
a busy bath. A clog
can make yourtoilet
overflow, causing
water damage to the
ceiling below.
Prevent it: Routinely
flush a natural
enzyme down the
drain to keep it clear.
Avert an overf low
by closing the water
valve and using a

plunger at the first
sign of a slow drain.

-SAL VAGLICA

-} UPGRADE

Update
o1d chairs
withpaint

Avold hollday horrors

1 Sparkine
fofaaytdhts
Multiple light strings
crammed into a single
outlet can lead to a

fast-igniting blaze.
Prevent it: Keep
an outlet's total
amperage or volts

!o
2
a

=q

o

rcadgr tip MArr KNowLroN, sroucHroN, NIASS.

"Some cordless tool chargers keep charging even after
they're done, shorteninglhe ballery'i life. To. preventthis,
olui the charser into a t-imer sold for indoor lights and
iei-tfre switct'for how long you want your baftery to charge."

SHAREYOT'RTIPS
Post them at thisoldhouse.com./tips20 THISOLDHOUSE.COM December 2010
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ONAL MANUAL STAPLE
N and I" BRAD NAIL GUN

these other
Tools

EBN320ns.o.
Electric Erad Nail Gun

ffiw ET50r.s.o;
Electric Sraple Gun

Visit our Facebook page for a chance to win various
prizes, Including R.E.D." tools and an all newE

I

www.f acehook.com/ArrowFastener
Promotion begins 0ctober 2010

Cmtro is a registered rsdgmark
oI General Motors LLC

www.arrow-red.com/toh

&

wtn:moF$bxat*rqN6
RBIASI.E.E8Gr}{tiile.nnABr.

U.S. PTIETIEII DilYE IEGIITOUEY
Sets staple/nail right on virtually any surface

g HULOUMUERSEIIIXG
Drive into hard and soft surfaces

UPru/O%f,OmP0UER'
More versatility on the job

d ouu(rorDtmraxE
Get work done faster

50% EI$ERMSOUEEZE*
Less fatigue on the job site

d rnrormqur
The only manual tacker to fire a 1" brad nail

*As compared to select compeiilive models. *.As 
compared to AnowoT50o staple gun.

US Parenr Z6ilZ407 and US patenl pending

t

,-;

\

I
I

r50

HT50ia.r.a;
Hainmer Tacker

Featuring

Fastener's R.E.D, Reliable. Ergonomic. Durable." tools are buitt with
lhing in mind: Building tools that work when you work, n0 matter the
of day or the condition of the job.

builds them right so you can build them right.

TECHNOLOGY

2OI1 Camaro@
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2GIFTGUIDE
n

stuffers
from$13

._,

{aE

Proving that good things
come in small packages, these
nine clever, affordable gifts will

make any DlYer merry.

1_ Circular-saw pizza cutter
Show off serious slicing skills

with the Pizza Boss 3000. $15:

spoonsisters.com
2_ Wood-shaving ornaments
Roost's shapely decorations wtll

make you rethink the scraps on

your workshop floor. $30 for
eight, Sundrees: 607-387-8811

3- Claw-hammer hook Need

extra storage? The Claude hook

hits the nail on the head. About

$20; touchofginger.com

4- Beechwood flashlight The

LED Torch looks far too good

to be hidden in a drawer. $48:
areaware.com
5- Gingerbread house plans

Build the best house on the

block with blueprints f rom Ihe
G i nger b r ead Architect (Clarkson

Potter). $15: amazon.com

6- To-do-list mug Multitasking

at its f inest: Plan your day on this

cup between sipsof coffee. $16;

fredflare.com
7_ Bent-nail bottle opener
This magnetized kitchen

essential opens cold drinks

in style. $20; areaware.com

8- Plane keychain Withthis
pewter bauble, you never have

to put away your tools. $13:

garrettwade.com

9- Lever-handle nutcracker
Tinkerers will love the adjustable

lever action for shelling

hazelnuts and the like. $13:

northerntool.com

-DANIELLE BLUNDELT
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Nuisan(e Alarm5
Reduces
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Z Kadde

Safety
Just Got
Smarter

Kidde

Two Kinds of Protection.
One lntelligent Alarm.
Detects real fires faster while
avoiding nuisance alarmsl

Kidde's lntelligent Alarm offers
smoke and carbon monoxide
protection all in one unit.

A voice warning tells you the
type of hazard present in your

home, and even when it's time
to replace the battery.

All this, while greatly reducing

the chance of nuisance alarms.

lnstall Kiddes lntelligent Alarm

It's a smart move.

Visit www.kidde.com

Available at
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MORION

'sfr4llffi
Morton Helps

Yo{rr Horne
rfork fcmer-
- -tf
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Patented Formula (leans Your Softencr

Enjoy Soft Water SaVings Today!

Morton@ System Saver@ ll Pellets help protect your

family and home from costly hard water issues.

With its time release action, our patented System

Saver@ llformula helps your water softener work
at peak performance and prolongs the life of your

appliances and pipes. Your family will also enjoy
the benefits of cleaner laundry, sparkling dishes,
and softer skin and hair.

Morton Helps Your Home Work Better*

I

I.{OUSEKEEPING
DGOO

sin.e rk reoe

@ Copyright 2010, Morton lnternational, [nc.



Practicality meets
period style

I

z

3
4
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Ibetore

bgfOfe A previous redo left behind
beige tile floors and laminate doors.
aftef Nowthe space has a period
look that suits the Tudor-style house.
Here, Tracy Wysockey with Beau, 6,
and Livy, 4, two of her four kids.
Pend ants : Schoolho use El ect ric

The kitchen can play a pivotal role in the "move or improve" debate. It certainly did for
Tracy and Michael Wysockey of Oak Park, Illinois. \trhile they loved the architecture of their
1920s Tudor Revival-think black-and-white-marble foyer, leaded-glass windows, paneled
oak doors-just five years after moving in, they were considering selling. Vith four young kids
in the mix, navigating the room's dysfunctional layout was making daily fiving 

".ho... 
ih...

was minimal counter space; the fridge door blocked the entrywayl and worse, an unheated
pantry closet made the space uncomfortable in winter. Ultimately the couple turned to kitchen
designer RebekahZaveloffto reimagine the space. She found thatby cuttini back a wall leading
to the back staircase and removing the pantry she could gain 5 square feet fo. a new layout tha"t
included a center island and a more open connection to the eating area. To creare a period style
in sync with the house, she used creamy subway tile with charcoal grout, custard-giass school-
house lights, a farm sink, and dark cabinetry. Now traffic flo*s more .rsily, there's more counter
and storage space, and life is good. Says Tracy, "I never knew I could likea kitchen this much!,,

Decem.ber2010 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 25

i kitchen

By JILI, CONNORS i Photographs by NATHAN KIRKI"4AN

Charcoal grout
doesn't show

stains and gives
subway tile a

warm, aged look.
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before+after: kitchen

" Black X-front cabinets with opaque
ribbed-glass doors nod to the house's

black-and-white-marble foyer and
distinguish a desk area that doubles as a bar.

i Chalkboard fr idge panels hide
fingerprints and show off doodles. The same

wall holds the microwave, cookbooks, and
small appliances. Ref rigerator : G E

a

a

t
?

after
Annexing the pantry closet
and cutting back the wall
opposite it allowed for an
island and reconfiguringthe
appliances.

2 Movedthe
frid8,e townere
the range had
been, so it's now
just steps from
the sink.

f-Removed ,

thepantry
closet to create
a new home for the
range and hood.

3 Createdanewpantry
with floor-to-ceiling cabinets. The long
counter next to it acts as a desk and doubles
as a bar when the couple entedains.The fridge and range flanked the door to

the dining room, impeding traffic flow.
Prep and storage space were minimal.

to
dining

before
to

dining I
room

pantry
closet

to
hallway

4_ Rddeaan
island to gain
more prep space
as well as a family
gathering spot.

- 5-cutback
thewall
opposite the old
pantry for a better
connection with
the eating area.

to
o

=
1

d

;

eating
area

+
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odyssey.honda.com
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VANOIJILITY,
Bask in the serene glow of the all-new Honda Odyssey. With its spa-like interior, people and
cargo live in peaceful harmony. A third row folds'ao*, with a ,iri,gte, etfo,rr;;;;;-"nl i*i,,"t,"
Bluetooth \ centers your focus on the road ahead while , prrr""itiv;;;;";;;;;;;;;;:;'i1li'r,
You on a iourney of pure van bliss.lntroducing the all-new Honda Odyssey. Lik;;;;;";;;;;."
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before+after:

, A built-in bench in the eating
area helps streamline the space and

adds architectural interest.

*
--T-%.

ry r- Pale colors
-white trim and
beigewalls-make
the opened-up
dining space feel
light and bright.
New windows and
oak floors blend
with those in the
rest of the house.
Pendant: Circa
Lighting

See how other
homeowners
have added

period style to
their kitchens at
thisoldhouse
.com/bonus

t Librarylamps provide
over-the-sink task lighting and
another sophisticated bronze
accent in the room.
W all -h ung f i xtures : C i rc a Li ghting

{- A sliver of white granite
to the left of the range gives the
cook some elbow room.
Range Five Star. Hood: Vent-A-

Hood. Custom cabinets:
KitchenLab. Knobs and Pulls:
Restoration Hardware

I

@

: Atileborder made
of stone mosaic lines the

desk/bar wall; it coordinates
with a geometric accent

along the range wall.

homeownertip
TRACYWYSOCKEY
OAK PARK, ILL.

Don't hesitate
n tslancl

28 THISoLDHoUSE'COM December2ol0 FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY' PAGE 1OO
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.;-THEPERFECT GIFT FOR THE HOTIDAYS
:'. 

THREE FIASHLIGHTS }N ONE

ALL THREE INDIVIDUAL LI6HTS COMBINE TOGETHER

TO GENERATE ONE POWERFUL 120 LUMEN BEAM.

ITS DETACHABLE DESIGN OFFERS ARTICULATING HEADS
]HAT SWIVEL I20 DEGBEES FOR UNLIMITIO VERSATILITY.

EACH INDIVIDUAL LIGHT DEIACHES TO PROJECT
MULTIPI.f BEAMS FROM ANY DIRECTION.

stanleytools.com

ld
?ao-,q

STANLEYO 3.iN.1 TRIPOD FLASHLIGHT

Ouite possibly the most innovative flashlight ever.
The 3in-1 Tripod flashlight can break down into three
smaller flashlights or combine together to generate
one powerful 120 lumen beam of light. Articulating
heads can swivel 120 degrees for unlimited versatjlitt
and convenient hands-free operation. lt is the perfect
hqliday gift.

STANLEY

Visit StanleyG iftCenter.com' @ 2010 Stanley Btack & Decker, Inc.
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Tune in to Ask This Old House during December for expert help

with these projects and many more. For local listings, visit
thisoldhouse. com /tvsc h ed ul e
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budget
redo

Atransformed
half bathfor just $172
Cl-ranging the fixtures and finishes gives a tired powder room
a whole new look ByNATALTE RoDRrcuEZ

before J

before The gold fittings, taminate
co-unter, and pale paneling had a 1980s vibe.
8.ftef Fresh green paint, a copper sink,
lantern-stlrle sconces, and a wood vanity
top warm up the room.

the project tally:
Stripped the wallpaper
behind the vanity and
removed its lamlnate top.

lnstalled a stained and
polyurethaned pine

counter, routed to give
it an ogee edge.

Added an oil-rubbed faucet,
vanity trim, and new pulls.

Put in a copper sink found
at a closeout sale.

Hung discounted exterior
sconces as vanity lighting.

Turned existing pine shelves
rnto tongue-and-groove
paneling forthe sink wall.

Used a 4-by-S-foot sheet of
MDF beadboard (marked
down because of a damaged
corner) on the ceiling.

Coated the cabinets
and walls with l gallon

ofgreen paint.

total

$0

$40

$46

$30

$28

$0

$+

$24

It can take an extra bit of creativity-and energy-to keep the last project in a
whole-house remodel from looking like an afterthought. With little cash left by the
time they got to the powder room of their 1941, cabin,Mark and Mary Leidelmeyer

^- of Poulsbo, washington, knew they'd be working with what was there. They re-
$ placed things that were unequivocally dated-the green laminate counter, the gold
fi fa.rcet-and updated the paneling wiih paint. They scoured closeout sales for dJals,
! such as a $30 copper sink, and slightly damaged goods, like a $4 sheet of beadboard
E for-the ceiling. Mark even replicated the tongue-and-groove pine paneling to clad the
E sink wall and the sides of the vanity. Says Mary, "It's been 

" 
lorrj lo.rrn.y for such aF tiny bath, but it's now one of our f"uo.lt. spaces.,, i

$L72

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 1OO December2010 THIsoLDHousE.coM 31

lt7T
t
t
j

/ > wH

a

r
"- -u'' .4

*€
t

t: !ra

""€i

t



Gift giving made easy with free shipping!
Choose from thousands of DVDs, CDs, books and much more!

PBS
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Wal1-mount mailboxes
Whether aged copper or graphic steel, these letter holders will add vintage charm and a
boost of curb appeal to any home ByDANTELLEBLUNDELL , photosaphs byTEDMoRRrsoN

t

A famitiar sight today, mailboxes
weren't always a house-front staple.
Letters were first hand-delivered to
residents in urban dwellings in the
mid- 1 9th century. Wall-mount boxes
didn't appear until rhe 1890s. Back
then, some were made of glass; their
transparency offered a convenient let-
ter check. [n these security-conscious
times, wall-mount mailboxes are
made almost exclusively of metal
with weather-resistant fi nishes, and
many have locks ro secure home-
owners' personal information. With
bold graphics, raised design details,
and various finishes, today's styles
are also larger to accommodate cata-
logs, greeting cards, small packages,
and---of course-the latest issues of
This Old House. Here, find 15 de-
signs that will look at home on a wide
variety of house styles.

arts and crafts style
ARROYOCRAFTSMAN

Made of: Patinated solid brass
Size: 17" tN x $rti' D x 8Yz"H
Try it: On a bungalow or other low-slung cottage, where its
verdigris patina and C.R. Mackintosh-inspired angles can play off
eart!-tone shingles and a low roofline. $217; bellacor.com

aI I

WI
)I

I nfrenchtwist -
BLINK IUANUFACTURING

lVlade c{: Galvanized steel with a painted panel
Size:10%'W x 4W'D xL4a/4,H

Try it: lfyou like to change things up on a regular
basis. Tire of the golden fleur-de-lis design, and

you can swap in another artwork panel or
background color for an instant update.

$175; mailboxixchange.com
nordic classic
LIDAB
Made of: Powder-coated galvanized steel
Size'. 9Yz"W x 41A' D x 14" H
Try it: Anywhere its simple shape and hot
shot of color will be welcome. French
horns like the one depicted here once
announced the arrival of mail in 19th-
century Sweden. $57; hemslojd.com

I
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vertieal vietGrial:
SPECIAL LITE PRODUCTS

Made cf: Powder-coated aluminum
Size: 13"W x 4"D xLTth'H
Try it: On a Second Empire or Queen
Anne home. The burgundy hue will mesh
well with historically accurate paint
colors, and the scrolled backplates will
complement decorative trimwork. $135;
signaturehardware.com

emhoss#demblem
ARCHITECTURAL MAILBOXES

Made of: Stainless steel with antiqued-
brass plating
Size: 15Vi'W x 6Vi'Dx13Yi'H
frv it: For a dose of classic charm on a

2oth-century home, where the clean
lines, raised motif, and hand-polished
finish will gracefully stand out . $194;
homedepot.com

handhams-nered
WATERGLASS STUDIOS LTD.

Irdade of: Copperwith an oxidized
antiqued finish
$ize: 9Yi'W x 4"D x L7"H
Try it: On a rustic cottage or Craftsman-
influenced home, where its retro news-
paper scrolls, hand-burnished finish, and
dimpled detailing will look at home.

$432; houseof antiquehardware.com

T

0

hiackbeauty
SALSBURY INDUSTRIES

Made af : Aluminum with a brass flaP
Sire: 15%"W x 532'D x 2O"H

Try it: lf you're nostalgic for a box that
harks back to the Pony Express-with a
2lst-century tweak: a front access door
that allows for quick retrieval of
deliveries kept under lock and key. $8O;

mailboxes.com

34 THISOLDHOUSE.COM December2ol0

deco cietailing
REJUVENATION
Itlacle of: Lacquered polished brass
5iz.e:77/ti'W x4"D x 14%'H
T'ry it: To add vintage character to a
pre-World War ll home. Scaled up from
its original size, this reproduction of a
popular style from the 1930s and '4Os

eschews magazine scrolls for a larger
vertical shape. $275; rejuvenation.com

weuaged
SALSBURY INDUSTRIES

Made of: Solid brass with an
antiqued finish
Size: 11"W x 37:"D x t4Vi' H

Try it: lf you're an old-house owner who
prizes convenience: The decorative
window grid lets you see from afar when
the day's mail has been dropped off.
$80; mailboxes.com
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shopping

I
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naturalcharm
STREETSCAPE INC.

Made of : Brass with a patinated finish
Size: l5"W x 4Yi'D x l1%'H
Try it: lf you're looking for a box that'll
only get better with age. The hand-
f inished metal will darken over time
to a rich weathered hue. $135;
mailboxes4less.com

AMCOCORPORATION

Made of: Powder-coated aluminum
Size:1272"W x 23/i'D x22"H
Try it: On a Colonial Revival or New
England saltbox, where the filigree
accents, subtle scrollwork, and cast-iron
look of this locking box will complement
the surrounding architecture. $87;
mailboxworks.com

r s66=u vv rqrls'lcl
GAINES MANUFACTURING INC,
Made of: Aluminum with solid brass
Size: 147s'W x 7W'D xl03li'H
Try it: lf you're a frequent traveler. This
generously sized box, with its handsome
leaf plaque and locking insert, can hold
about a week's worth of mail without
overflowing. $187; mailboxworks.com

I
G
t
tll+,

HItlll
llilll il

t-fl

simpleandsilvery
FIRSTCLASS BY POST MASTER
Made of : Aluminum with satin-
nickelfinish
Size: 14"W x 47s"D x lO%'H
Try it: Where the front door has a suite
of brushed-steel. nickel, or chrome
hardware. $59; lowes.com

o

RE

personauzectplaque
WHITEHALL PRODUCTS
Made of: Powder-coated aluminum
Size:15"Wx8"D xL Yi'H
Try it: lf you want a box to multitask as
your house number. The dark bronze
finish and clean lines will work with
virtually any style. $2O4; csnstores.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE I ORY, PAGE lOO

a

lj
il
1l
l'lil
1"i

iJ

1625

--------r

I

, \}/

stenciled statement
HOUSEART
Macie of : Powder-coated aluminum
Size: 12%'W x 4W'D xl23li'H
Try it: On a mid-century home. The
custom hand-painted tree adds an
artisanal touch to the shapely Moderne-
inspired box. $275; houseart.net

\

I

extra, extt'a
Got a post-mount box? No worries;
f ind 18 charming options at
thisoldhouse.com/bonus



Create a curvy
Ivloro c c an- stdr de sign
The secret to making this hand-painted pattern? Tlv'o templates you cut out of paper
By DEBORAH BALDWIN PhoTogTAPhS bY DEBORAH WHITLAW LLEWELLYN

Cosrt About $75for a
10-foot-long wall

tlme:Twodays
Difficttltyl Moderate, once
you master painting the curves.
Practice on posterboard first.

I

Palladian Blue.
Benjamin lr,loore

Standish White.
Ben;amin Moore

Metallic Solid
Bronze, FolkArt

Whenit comesto smalltoolswithgreatimpact, few painting accessories can compete with
a template. To make one, simply draw a shape on heavy coated paper or flexible cardboard, cut

it out, place it on the wall, and outline it in chalk, as if drawing around a cookie cutter. Repeat.

Once you've outlined your whole design, put the template away and paint freehand right over

the chalk. Here, a tailored bedroom in minimalist shades of brown, bronze, and ivory got a

welcome infusion of color and paffern with the help of two templates, three cans of paint, and

a small brush. Atlanta-based decorative painter Brian Carter loosely based the design for this

accenr wall on a Moroccan tile, then added a twist. "Blowing up the pattern keeps it from being

fussy," Carter says, while the wavy, diamond-shaped stars it creates and the way it's interrupted

by the ceiling and corners keep it from appearing too rigid. Bronze dots, dabbed on with the

same brush, add a graphic touch to the pale blue-and-cream scheme. For the how-to, read on.

o
zg
o
dz
=

The metallic \,
sheen of the \.

bronrodots \
rbtly contrasts
ith the eggshell
nish of the
all1atltern. ,y'

ts
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paint
ldeas

@
"l Once your base coat-
here, it's Benjamin Moore's
Palladian Blue-is dry,
measure the wall side to
side and snap a vertical
chalk line down its center.
Snap more lines to the left
and right at lS-inch
intervals tillyou hit the
corners. About 3 inches
from the ceiling, mark the
bottom of the top row of
interrupted stars with chalk.
Move down the chalk lines,
marking dots at 18-inch
intervals. Use a yardstick to
connect the dots diagonally
to create a grid of l8-by-18-
inch diamonds.

2 Wittr a pencil, sketch the
18-by-18-inch and 5-by-6-
inch star patterns on paper.

Fold into quarters; cut out
along one side. Unfold; you
should have two equal-
sided templates.

6- Paint the small stars
over the chalk outlines.
Let dry.

.'l Placing the big template
under the topmost dots, use
chalk to outline a row of
whole stars. Continue,
working in vertical rows.
Outline interrupted stars last,
bending the template to help.

7- Using the same brush
and an accent color-here,
it's FolkArt's Metallic Solid
Bronze acrylic latex craft
paint-paint dots at the
intersections of the stars.
Give the dots a second
coat as needed.

{- Centerthe smallstar
within each of the large
stars you just drew, and
outline it in chalk. (Note: The
outlines of adjacent large
stars create similar shapes
that don't get small stars.)

proadvice
BRIAN CARTER,
DECORATIVE PAINTER, ATLANTA

"Keep a damp sponge on
hand to erase any errant
marks in chalk or paint.
You'!l need it again when
you're all done, to erase
the chalk-line grid."

Download the two star
templates at thisoldhouse
.com/bonus

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 1OO

Z

IfiBFE.::
5- Using a %-inch round
adist's brush, paint the large
stars right over the chalk
outlines, using a color that
contrasts with the wall-
here, it's Benjamin Moore's
Standish White. Make sure
the stars touch at all four
points. Let dry.
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Craftsman-style
holiday entry
The earthytones and nature-themed motifs that define this architectural sfyle
make for afestive,welcomingporch. Here's howto duplicatethe lookatyourhome
By JESSICADODELL-FEDER + PhotosTaphby JOHN ELLIS

'Tisthe seasonfor leafy greenery, burnished metallics,
and sprightly shots of berry red, right? No matter what
era house you call home, taking a cue from the Craftsman
style's emphasis on natural materials, artisan handcraft,
and simple, sturdy design offers fresh inspiration for
gussying up your front door this season. The house
shown here gets its holiday cheer from a wreath of fir,
magnolia, and boxwood; a red-painted bench; and
several other warm-hued accessories. Many of the
pieces, including the copper bucket, house numbers, and
wall sconce, are in some part made by hand. Others,
such as the embroidered pillows, reference specific
designs popular in the Arts and Crafts era.

Read on for more ways to approximate this holiday-

Ieafywxeath
Leaves were a popular
design element in
Craftsman textiles
and pottery, so what
better way to deck
your door than with a
wreath made from
fresh fir, magnolia, and
boxwood. $134 for
24-inch size;
themagnoliacompany
.com. Add some
sparkle with copper
taffeta ribbon
and faux berries.
Ribbon, $5 for 1O

yards; berries, $7;
jamaligarden.com

naturalmat
Greet guests with a

coir rug adorned with
. winter berries. $28
,,:, for a24-by-36-inch
';... mat;garnethill.com

38 THISOLDHoUSE.COM December 2010
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get
look

bandedsconce
Modeled after a fixture from the early
1900s, this antiqued-copper light casts
a warm glow, thanks to hand-blown
amber glass. $259; rejuvenation.com

terra-cotta-
lookplarrter

A weatherproof
take on a classic

earthenware
container, this resin

planter's simple cube
shape and warm

finish fall right in line
with the style's rustic

simplicity. $70;
jamaligarden.com

Daintedwoodbench
androse-motif pillow
This outdoor seat is an affordable
take on a design used by
Gertrude Jekyll, a famed garden
designer of the Arts and Crafts
era. $199; grandinroad.com.
Flatter its weathered red finish
with a linen pillow embroidered
with a cheery rose wreath.
$1O0 each; oakparkhome
-hardware.com

copp-erhouse
nrunl)ers
Add instant
character to your
door with hand-
cast numerals
made from 95
percent recycled
material in a classic
Craftsman typeface.
$22 each;
oakparkhome
-hardware.com

frrewood
bucket

Give logs pride of
place by storingthem
in a hand-hammered
copper vessel. $18O;
plowandhearth.com

FOR i,4ORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 1OO
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Get the
BathYou've
AlwaysWanted
What's Inside:
+ Over 200 pages of bathroom

makeovers, including
before-and-after photos

-r Layouts designed to maximize
comfort and f unctional ity

+ Allthe right details to create
the look you want

+ lnspiring photo galleries
of a variety of f inished rooms

+ Tips and advice from
This Old House experts

a

15 Great Ideas That Mom, Dad, and
Kids Gan Buitd and Enioy!
What's lnside:
{ Easy step-by-step instructions and full-color photos
+ Valuable building skills and safety tips
+Great pro advice from fhis Old House
r Special access to templates and step-by-step videos

on thisoldhouse.com
r Bonus pages with fun ideas and helpfultips

Oxmoor
-HOUSe,

www.oxmoothouse.com @ 2010 0xmoor House

SMART DESIGN +TRUSTED ADVICE
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salvage
style

Iron window guards

ByA\IYR HUGHES Photographsb_vKRISTINELARSEN

Afar cryfrom the prison-like bars
sold at home centers today, 19th-
century window guards were de-
signed to make people feel secure,
not confined.

Used primarily on sidewalk-
level windows in urban areas from
Charleston to Chicago, they kept in-
truders out while lening air and light
in. Made from cast or wrought iron,
and featuring elegant scrolls, twists,
and flowers, they also enhanced the
look of a home.

By the 1880s, there were dozens
of foundries competing to satisfy
Victorian-era America's appetite
for highly ornamental window
guards. as well as newel posts, stair
railings, fences, and gates. These
foundries hired skilled pattern-
makers, who followed all the latest
European trends. At the time, build-
ers and homeowners could choose
from a vast assortment of window-
guard models sold through mail-
order catalogs.

Because of their srength and

Turn the Page to
leamhow

11
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\zlake a pot rack out of
a vintage wlndow guard
While some iron guards were panels anch
vast majority were attached directly to a t
with integrated strapping. The lattertype
can use the existing fastener drill-outs in j

wall. To suspend a rack from the ceiling, s

For my wall-mount rack, I bought a sim

with two widely spaced twisted rails from
$9O (pasadenaarchitecturalsa lvage.com,

,me's exterior s
; best for a pot r

te strappingto:
nply loop chain
rle 3-foot-tall wr
'asadena Archit
{

rrrounds,

ior framin
recausey
'e it to you

rgh the hc

tt-irongu:
ral Salvae

shopsmart
$90 for guard; $2 each for

hooks at eagle-emporium.com
t hour

Simple. Just have
a friend help steady the rack
while you secure it in place,

enduring style, many vintage iron
window guards still adorn homes
and beautify city streetscapes today.

But for those that have found
their way to salvage yards as a result

of a remodel or demolition, there are

myriad other ways to use them inside
and outside the house. A guard with
vertical rails can be turned on its side

to serve as a wall-mount towel bar
in the bathroom; one with a filigreed

design or an intersecting grid pattern
would be great as a headboard in
the bedroom or a trellis for climbing
vines in the garden.

Or you could follow my exam-
ple and turn a window guard into
a rack for hanging pots, oven mitts,
and utensils in the kitchen. Read

on to learn how to boost storage
in your cook space with a guard-
turned-pot rack. a nfE

Hangyour rack
within arm's reach

ofthe range so
that pots will be

easily accessible.
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salvage style

f- Protect the iron surface
from rust by rubbing on metal
polish, such as Renaissance
Wax ($20; amazon.com).
Then buff to a soft sheen.

-' -

2- Prepthefasteners by
spraying them with black paint
formulated for metal, such as

Rustoleum American Accents
($5.2O; kmart.com), so that
they'll match the iron rack.

3- Determine locations for the fasteners. Hold the
rack against the wall where you plan to install it; ideally
there will be studs to anchor into. Use a level to check
alignment, and mark the center of the rack's existing
holes with a pencil.

4- Orill pilot holes for the
fasteners and anchors that
work with your wall t1rpe. For
drywall, I used 1%-inch-long
%-inch lag boltswith plastic
anchors. Because the bolt
heads were smaller than the
rack's holes, I added washers.

5- Steadytherackonthe
wall and use a ratchet wrench
to twist in the lag bolts.
Make installation easier by
screwing all four bolts loosely
in place before going back and
tightening each one.

lln

6, Arrange the S-hooks on
the top and bottom rails.
I used 10 hooks for my 3-foot
rack. Now pullyour favorite
pots and pansfrom those
dark cabinet recesses and
hang'em on your rack, where
they'll be easy to grab.

See many more
salvage ideas at
thisoldhouse
.com/bonus

December2OlO THTSOLDHOUSE.COM 43
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Advantage, Pro.

Itfr here. The brea kthro ug h professio na I contrac to rs,

builders and remodelers have hoped for.

Itt PRcvantage.The industry's first complete line
of construction adhesives that meet the most rigorous
performance standards and the most stringent
VOC regulations.

Advanced solvent technology
VOC compliant in all states
Performance without compromise'*
Formulas safe for foamboard and tub surrounds
Best-in-category value

titebond.com/PROva ntage
800.347.4583
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Bow-backWindsor
side chairs

price
wise

Budget
PotteryBarn

WINDSOR SIDE CHAIR

Popular among American Revolutionaries, the Windsor remains an emblem of dem-
ocratic taste, with versions to fit every dining room and budget. But not all are made the
same way or even with the same proportions. Before deciding which Windsor deserves a

place at your table, take a look at one that's handmade in Missouri (and expensive to ship)
and its plaineq low-costcousin, which you may be able to pick up at the store.

r-
TheWindsor Chatu Shop -,$500 $lggeNEW YORK CITY SIDE CHAIR

Dlmensions: 32"W by lTl'D hy IVA"H Weigbt: 10 pounds

IS ITFORYOU?
Ifyouwanta
handmade,
heirloom-worthy
chairtlntlooks
llkeanantique.

materials

feel

finish finish

Dlmeasions: 41t/z'W by 23'D by 22"H Welgbt: 15 pounds

IS ITFORYOU?
If youwanta

simpler,wider,
more casual

take onaclassic
design.
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TWo models share the same spirit while partingrvays on style, manufacture,
and pf iCe By DEBoRAH BALDWIN + Photograph by DoN pENNy

Madeof
mahoganyand
held together with

dowels and glue.
The legs and

stretchers have
traditional bulbous
styling but are
less relined. The
legs' rake is also less
dramatic and the
bow back less taut.

While less traditional,
its larger proportions
may better suit some
people. The seat is
wider, higher, and
less deftly contoured.

--- L
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FOR MORE INfORMATION. SEE DiRECTOR\
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Consistent Comfort
No other HVAC system looks,
operates and saves energy quite
like the Small Duct High Velocity
Unico System. Each Unico
System is custom-designed to
deliver consistent comfort while
blending seamlessly with your
home's d6cor. Learn more at

Quiet Efficiency
Fujitsu General's Halcyon
ductless mini-split heat pumps
and air conditioners are easy to
install, quiet and energy efficient.

F
Fujitsu's systems could cut your
utility bill by up to 25o/o. Heat or
cool up to 8 individual zones for
year-round, whole-home comfort.

Insist on Armstrong
For beautiful floors that are
durable enough for any design
or lifestyle, insist on Armstrong.
Explore a wide range of
hardwood, resilient, laminate,
and ceramic options. To help
guide you through the selection
process, locate local retailers
and order samples, visit
armstrong.com

Art Cool'"
Customized Good Looks

Sm6llDd & Air Condtioing

Gnrnr.t
This Old House
WantsYou!
Did you know you can influence
what fhis Old House includes
in our magazine? Simply go to
tohhometea m.som to register.
As a HomeTeam member, you'll
help us improve our magazine
and website, and you'll receive
exclusive offers, plus the chance
to win fhis Old House notebooks,
t-shirts, gift cards and more.

Recycled Luxury [.xtreme 5avlngsl

II II
lt r!

FilI Gaps & Cracks-
and Save Money
GREAT STUFFTM lnsulating Foam
Sealants, energy-saving products
from Dow Building Solutions,
are designed to fill and insulate
gaps and cracks, windows/doors,
electrical wiring and other areas
where unwanted penetrations
occur. dowgreatstuf f.com
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Recycled Luxury Kitchens
Save thousands at Green Demolitions on kitchens recycled from
mansions, estate homes, Iuxury apartments and designer show-
rooms. Premium kitchen brands-countertops, appliances, sinks,
faucets, etc.- available at 50-90% off list price. Plus save on
bathrooms, home d6cor and more. We have stores in Norwalk, CT;

Riverdale, NJ; Honesdale, PA. Nationwide shipping. Join Luxury
Bargain Hunters Club for "Luxe Bux" coupons and sneak previews.

Proceeds benefit a worldwide addiction recovery outreach. To

learn more, visit us at qreendemolitions.com

HME
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Front and center
The TOH TV project house is getting a boost from a bigger, brighter
entryway. Learn why fixing up these little spaces has such a large impact
By KEITH PANDOLFI + Photogaphs by ANTHONY TIEULI

"It was like entering a black hole."
That's how architect Harriet Chris-
tina "Chris" Chu described what it
once felt like to walk through the
front door of the current Tbis Old
House TV project house in Aubum-
dale, Massachusetts.

Indeed, the 1.940 Colonial Re-
vival had one of the most unwel-
coming entryways imaginable. The
recessed front door was almost in-
visible from the street. And anyone
who managed to find it entered into
a claustrophobic 3-by-3-foor vesti-
bule that led to a diminutive hallway
lined with oppressively dark mill-
work. "SeriouslS" says Chu,oitwas
one of the most depressing entry-
ways I've ever seen."

'While homeowners Raveen and
Allison Sharma agreed that the area
could use some work, they had no
idea how to make it better. "S7e
wanted to open it up, but we didn't
have much space to play with,"
says Allison. Luckily, Chu had just
the fix: a modest, bumped-out en-
try that would vastly improve their

ABOVE: A photo illustration shows the Auburndale house,s
new front entry as it will look when completed, with square
columns and a bluestone walkway; a pergola (not pictured)
will connect it to the detached garage. LEFT: IOH general
contractor Tom Silva installs a skirt board for the front door.
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TOHTV

house's bland facade, bring in extra light, and add a bit
more square footage where it was sorely needed.

The 6-by-9-foot addition, shown in the rendering
on the previous page, will include a new, wider door
flanked by sidelights, as well as a double window on one

side and a single window on the other. Topping it will
be a small gabled roof to match the lines of the new roof
that TOH general contractor Tom Silva is building on
the garage, giving the house more visual interest and the

eye-pleasing symmetry it lacked. "Enlarging the front
entry was an extremely practical idea," says Allison.
"And it meant that our family of four could walk into
our house without tripping all over each other."

Chu has worked her magic in this spot before. Over
the years, she's retrofitted several homes with new en-

tryways-some purely to improve a house's exterior,
others to make coming indoors a more hospitable, less

crammed-into-a-sardine-can experience. "People are

always amazed by how much impact these little spaces

have," says Chu. If you're thinking about remodeling
your entryway, see the examples at right for inspiration.

Three reasons to revamp an entry
No matter why you're doing it, overhauling a front entry is a smart
investment that can enhance a house both outside and in. Here's how
architect Chris Chu improved a trio of Colonial Revivals she remodeled.

mahe room for a half bath
After a kitchen expansion designed by Chu gobbled up their first-floor
powder room, the owners of this 1933 home were looking for a place to
put a new one. Since their house had always been a knockout from the

street, they were initially leery when Chu
' suggested relocating the half bath to a new

entryway, which would require altering the
exterior. Taking her cues from the house's
symmetrical form and Greek Revival touches,
Chu pulled off a small bumpout with a larger
overhang that looks like it's been there from
the beginning.

create a better fi.rst impression
After Chu redesigned the kitchen, basement, and master bedroom of
this 1930s house, homeowners Jenny and Bob Bortnick decided the
front stoop-with its rickety wrought-iron railings and crumbling brick
steps-wasn't up to snuff with the rest of the place. Like the current
fOH TV project, their house also had a tiny vestibule and cramped, dark
foyer. Chu gave the home a handsome new focal point with an entirely

new entryway, complete with square columns, a

gabled roof, and a staircase and landing clad in
natural stone veneer. A boxed-out lamppost and
new balustrade complete the look, making the
approach to this house much more pleasant and
welcoming, while the interior also benefited from
a much-needed makeover.

add storage space
"A coat closet-that's all they wanted," says Chu of the couple that
owns this charming 1930 Dutch Colonial Revival. The new entry is
similar in form to the old one, with a gabled roof that commands

attention but is low enough to permit views
from an upstairs window. lnside, a new double
window helps illuminate the front hall. The
homeowners liked the extra sunlight so much
that they decided to skip the built-in closet;
instead, Chu designed a freestanding armoire
and placed another window above it. a

5

-
proadvice
CHRIS CHU, ARCHITECT, WEST NEWTON, MASS.

"lf your budget won't let you add a
whole new entryway, consider simPlY
installing a new door with sidelights
to brighten up the interior."

48 THISOLDHOUSE,COM December2010
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LEFT: The new
entryway, though

modest in size,
has a deep

overhangto shield
visitors from bad

weather.
RIGHT: The

enlarged foyer
has enough space

for a half bath.

LEFT: A wider,
heftier staircase

and mahogany
front door lend

grace to the
exterior.

RIGHT: Cheery
yellow paint and a
raised ceiling help

the front hall
feel airy.

LEFT: The front
door's original

sidelights were
reused in the

newentry.
RIGHT: Chu

designed the
freestanding

wardrobe (left) to
provide a place to

park coats
and hats.
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ADVERTISEMENT

of testers
rated it much better than other
manual staplers they have used to
perform the same function

fft ,sea the tool over the
course of a full day, and
no crarnping of the hand
which sometimes occurs
with other staplers. !!
-Michael Hudson.

Scotland, PA

RELIABtE. ERG(Iil(lMIC.DURABLE.

We tested the all-new Arrow@ T5O R.E.D.'" Manual Staple Gun and l" Brad Nail
Gun among 25 pros in our HomeTeam panel to get their first-hand feedback,
and the results are in!

of testers rated it
more powerful than other manual staplers

(f tnis staple
gun was effortless
to use and it had
no kickback so
the staple stayed
where it was
supposed to.ll
-Anthony Tristano,

Willowbrook lL

((tt reatty was easy
to use and had a

much smoother,
even motion when
staplinq. !!

-Troy Rost,
Madison Wl lltn"fact that it shoots both

T50 staples and brads makes
it a versatile tool for the shoP
and around the house. !!

-Ronald Andring, Sr., Tietin, WA

lf you would like the chance to be chosen to test-and keep-a new

@ffiE product, sign up to ioin the HomeTeam today at www.tohhometeam'com



home center
project

Corbels and staircase parts helped us craft a handsome table with plenty of
room for a holiday crowd By JENNTFER SrrMpsoN - photosaph by WENDELL r. \ TEBBER

If you're hostlngaholidaymeal, a big dining table
is as much a necessity as extra silverware and a seat-
ing chart that doesn't cause a i-amily feud. But a solid-
r,l,ood table can be a four-figure invesrment, so we
scoured the home store looking for materials to help
us build one that wouldn't dry up our gift budget.
With the help of Thk Old Hottse general conrrac-
tor Tom Silva, we designed a generous trestle table
that incorporates some decorarive flourishes without
breaking the bank. The legs are simplr.newel posts
that were cut to size, stabilized with feet made frorn
corbels that have carved scrollwork details, and con-
nected by a stretcher cut from a length of handrail.
Stock lumber and molding finish off rhe top. Spend
a weekend making it and we guaranree 1'ou'll get as

many compliments on your newest piece of furniture
as the food you serve on it.

Ivlake atrestle table

.-aprlJr-'
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Forcomplete
instructlons,twn
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Cost: $475
Tirne:8 hours, plus painting

Diffi.cultyr ltr'loderate. The cuts
are straightforward, but moving
the cumbersome pieces may
require a helper.

Build a trestle table
Dining tables are typically 28 to 32 inches high. Make yours lower (or higher)
by cutting more (or less) off the ends of the newel posts. Find a full cut list and

a diagram of parts for the table Tom built at thisoldhouse.com/bonus.

f- Cut the top and legs. Use a
circular saw guided by a straightedge
to cut the plywood tabletop and leg
plates. With a miter saw, cut the 1x2
cleats, 2x4 stringers, dowel plugs,
handrail, and newel poststo size. lf
your miter saw can't cut all the way
through the posts, cut halfwaythrough
them, flip them over, and finish the cut
through the opposite side.

5 Plugthe recesses in the legs.
Apply wood glue to one end of a dowel
plug you cut in Step 1. Hammer the plug
into the recess you drilled on the outside
face of the newel post, letting it remain
slightly proud of the su#ace. Repeat for
the second plugand post.

newel
post

8-inch
lag screws

74-inch
birch-veneer
plywood

i

2-inch
finishing
nails

l%-inch
deck
screws

3-inch
deck
screws

%-inch
dowelhandrail

%-inch quarter-
round trim

I
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lOVz-inchlx2 wood
glue

HOW IT'S DONE

52 THISOLDHOUSE.COM December2010

corbel
2x4 lx4

71 #
r-

s

-C
4

#--

t >

::

;
C

\

tl
,;"

-teltr5 Gi4F

"."r I
I



home center project

2 Oritt recesses in the feet. Fit a
drill/driver with a %-inch paddle bit"
Itolding the drill at a 4S-degree angle,
drill two recesses side by side that
penetrate halfway through the back
of the long side of a corbel, toward
the adjacent short side, as shown.
Repeat tor all corbels.

6 Attach the leg plates. centerthe
leg plate you made in Step lon top of
the newel post. Use a drill/driver and
3-inch deck screws to secure the plate
to the post. Repeat for the second plate
and post. These plates will give you a
bigger, more stable surface for
attaching the leg assembly in Step 12.

3 lttacn the feet to the legs.
Glue the short side of a corbel to the
base of a newel post, flush with its
bottom edge. Hold it in pl*ce bydriving
3-inch deck screws throu6h ths top
corners ofthe corbel snd into the post
(drill countersinks fir*t, if necessary).
Drive 8-inch lag screws diagonally
through the corbel and i*tq the post, as
shown. Repeat fur all corbels.

l

7 Attach the cleats. Drawa guide
line on the underside of the tabletap
that's 3 inches from each edge" Secur*
1x2 cleats on the flat along the inside
edge of the lirc, using l%-inch dock
screws. Space the cleats to leave
eEough room to install two 2x4 string*rs
between the spots where the leg plates
will be attached-

4 AOa tne stretcher. Drift pitot holes
through the newel posts and ends of the
handrai[. Usingthe %-inch paddle bit,
drill f-inch recesses on the outside faces
ofthe posts, centered over the pilot
holes. Hold the rail between the posts
and attach it by driving 6-inch lag screws
through the posts and into the rail.

8 laa tne apron. Miterth€ ends of
the 1x4 apron pieces to size. Apply glue
to the ends and top edge of each piece.
Set them in place on the undsrside of
the tabletop, against the outside edge of
the cleats, as shown. Secure them by
driving 2-inch finishing nails through the
apron and into the cleats.
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home center project

9- lnsert the stringers. Settwo2x4
stringers on edge between the spcts
where the legs will be installed so that
their ends butt against the lcrg sides of
the apron. Secure them by driving
3-inch deck screws through the apron
and into the ends of each stringer.

If-,. Position the leg assembly. Flip
the leg asserably wer and place it on the
underside ofthe tabletcp. Make sure the
leg plates lie llat, rlrithout wcbbling or
rocking, The legs should sit an equal
distance lrorn the short and long ends of
the table.

fO trim tnetabletop. Miterthee*ds
of the quarter -round trim to
siza. Secure th€ pieces to ths sdg€s
of the tabletop, flush with its top
sur{aee, using a bead af glua xnd
2-ineh finishir:g nails.

proadYice
TO[/ SILVA,
TOH GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

"For a stable
table, make
sure the
corbels
measure at
least 1O%
inches on the
long side."

12- lttach ttre leg assembly. Affix the legassemblyto ihe table bv driving
l%-inch deck screws through the leg plates and intothe underside of the
tabletop. Use screws in all corners of the plates and at least ont screw along each

side. Fiti all fast*ler hcles and sand the table with 120-grit paper. Prime and

finish with two coats o{ satin latex paint" Apply a coat of waterborne
polyurethane to the tabletcp for rnore protectien. tl

54 THISOLDHOUSE.COM December 2010 FoR l\,4oRE lNFORl,4ATlON. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 100
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enter toda_v _for
c, chartce to uirt
C,oTOMYRECIPES.COM

$r5,ooo
HOLIDAY
GMEAWAY

Find this festive favorite-and four equaUy indulgent
variations-at MyRecipes.com.lcookies.

advertisement

Browse more than 501000 recipes for every occasion from the
experts at Coobing Light, Southau Living, Real Simple, Srnset,
AllYou,Coastal Living, and, Heakh magazines.

t'St*cipes.com

. . . ar7,d to all

a bite ss*rch,

CHOCOLATE
DECADENCE

COOKIES
b1..lanser

1

I

=

l

- iJ

.-

\
7

r.
J.: a- I

fr
\

i,ir" ,. .

G)

p
,.4

L



xn4E
ffi

ffiry[ r*
€ f*H

*

fll
LE

l;r l
r
ffi4I

D

N
re.{}{}I; "$t

r
F'I

&ef il ${;I L_/

I? A ld Tr? tlc t($. (: (, !,

>

f5*

is

I,,'

I'.

rc

F

g,FS
EMLI

,*

trt

f,re

:3 ,t

(,,

re

i,l

g

I!

s

*.

*

t
,

StNVd

/rffiEi
!EgF:;.

F

WW ( re



BEST

S
A co mplete che of she et to tht s y e ar's fre she st t de as fo r y o ur home

^4. ur nsrs. well. most ot

I f tr,.-, are really jusr

V,ongto-do lrsrs. tJu[ \\,e,

the editors of This Old House,
do have a special one. It's the
one we keep of all the cool new
home products we come across
in the course of the year.

From finds at trade shows
to briefings from big tool
manufacturers to peeks at the
genius of basement inventors,
we see it all, and then some. And
without fail we want mosr of ir.
At leasr at firsr. Bur that's jusr

sillS of course. Because when
it comes right down to it, most
new products aren't all that
special. Or necessary. Some-
Toilet Tattoos, anyone ?-are
downright absurd, not much
more than thinly veiled excuses
to separate us from our money.

But the products you'll
find on the following pages-
some budget-friendly, some
breakthrough, some stylish,
some sustainable-they're
different. They are, still now, at
the end of the year, the special
ones. We could go on, but then
we'd have less space for the
good stuff. Better to just turn
the page and see for yourself.

LIGHTING

o

KITCHEN & BATH

a

!ffi
FINISH

MATERIALS

HOME TECH

FLOORS

aII TOOLS

WINDOWS & DOORS =aBB['Bitt&,o,,
IIIIIIIIIrIIII

| *or..r-saver \ easyupgracie !l brrghticiea a eco-frtenciiy $ spiurge

ILLUSTRATIONS AND ICONS BY JAMES JOYCE
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i THIS OLD HOUSE
BEST NEW HON/E PRODUCTS

KITCHEN
&BATH
Cleanwater ontap

r-

PUR 3 STAGE HORIZONTAL
MOUNT FAUCET WATER FILTER
BY PROCTER & GAMBLEltN
This waterfilter wins our vote
because, unlike the rest, it
clicks onto your faucet without
major tools. The filter purifies
about 100 gallons of drinking
water before it needs changing.
and a red light tells you when
to do that. The whole thing
swivels 360 degrees to fill pots
and easily switches over to
unfiltered water for washing
them. $40, filter included

Flexible fridge
28 CUBIC FOOT FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR BY SAMSUNG

T
The waist-high drawer in this family-size fridge adapts
to your household's ever-changing needs with four
temperature settings. You can store meat or fish at a

super-chilly 29 degrees F, a week's worth of juice boxes-
right at kid height-at 33, a cheese platter at 37, or
wine for a party at 42. $2,999 in stainless steel (shown)

ltulultistation multitasker
BEDFORD KITCHEN ISLAND BY BALLARD DESIGNS

N
It's the crafty design of this island that caught our eye. lt offers the
substantial, furniture-grade look of a built-in plus modern design

conveniences, such as storage on all four sides-and portability. A solid
pine base supports a 57-inch-long maple butcher-block top. $899

Control the flow
RAINSHOWER ICON
SHOWERHEAD BY GROHE

N#
Handshowers aren't
new-they're just Euro-
but one with a water-saving
sliding button that you

can work with only one
digit deserves a slot on
our list. Shift the lcon
into row-ruow mode and
water volume is reduced
without diminishing
the spray coverage. lt
comes in six colors. from
cheery to elegant" $114
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Curvaceous
new classic
MERIDIAN STOOL BY THOS. MOSER

&

We couldn't help but sit up and take
notice of Thos. Moser's latest barstool
design. With its gracefully arched
legs and sculptural back, the handmade
solid-cherry perch delivers a wholly
original silhouette that's still timeless.
Call it a modern heirloom. $1,200

Queue of
handy hooks
GRUNDTAL HANGER BY IKEA

INH

Think what you'il
save on takeout!

"INSPIRED BY MARCUS"
RANGE BY BLUESTAR

$
This admittedly pricey range packs
more commercial-kitchen features
into a residential model than we've
ever seen. lt boasts easy-close
French doors and blazing 22,OOO-
Btu burners, comes in a 30-inch
and a 36-inch model, and is
available in a raft of striking
finishes, including matte black,
bronze, silver, and copper
(shown). From $6,300

Seamless style
INTEGRITY SILESTONE SINK
BY COSENTINO

E
As fastidious as you may
be about cleaning, the
joint where your kitchen
sink meets your counters
always fills up with crud.
Cosentino gets the nod
here for resolving this issue
with an integrated-sink-and-
countertop combo made
of its popular antimicrobial
scratch-and-stain-resistant
quartz Silestone-the first
of its kind. Starting at $800

Lav faucet \ rith
ablgreach
OUTREACH CENTERSET LAV FAUCET
BY AMERICAN STANDARDllNH
We'll give this a Why Didn't We Think of
That? award for adapting the kitchen pull-
out to the bath. We also appreciate that it
comes in traditional styling at a nice price.
Available only from The Home Depot. 998 in
polished chrome or $118 in satin nickel

I IIIEBE TO GET IT? Go to thisoldhouse.com./best
for links to all the manufasturers.

This nearly 2-foot-long stainless-
steel towel rod ingeniously packs
in six pegs in alternating directions
to boost the usability of each.
Bonus: lt fits on even the
slimmest sliver of wall. $7.99

BREAK.
THROUGH

DESIGN

HAND
CRAFIED
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THIS OLD HOUSE
BEST NEW HON/E PRODUCTS

LIGHTING Re-creating
the past \ rith
renewed style
HOOD HANGING
FIXTURE BY
REJUVENATION

An outdoor frxlure that
you never have to touch
FRANCEASI LED LANTERN BY KICHLER&ls
A thumbs-up for knowing that old-
world looks don't have to come with
old-school technology. The outdoor-
rated cast-aluminum fixture has
a traditional filigree pattern with a

bronze f inish but is fitted with a 40-
or 60-watt-equivalent LED that lasts
up to L5 years (it's replaceable).
Choose from four sizes. From $255

NS
We find this pendant
globe a welcome
substitute in period
lighting, bridging the
gap between industrial
and decorative. A i915
fixture created to vent
heat from high-wattage
bulbs inspired its open-
top shade. Choose
from 13 finishes for
the handcrafted
brass fixture; $220.
Shades: $76-$220

Stealthy fan
WHISPERGREEN-LITE BATH
EXHAUST BY PANASONIC

This 80-cubic-foot-per-minute
bath fan has a motion sensor that
activates it automatically when you
enter the room. And though you
may not hear the quiet motor
(0.3 sones), listen to us when we
tellyou you'll appreciate it. $393

I

PHILIPS

LIGHTING
SCIENCE
GROUP

s
M

Affordab1e LEDs for every fixturell)s
No, we're nol crazy. lf these LEDs still seem pricey,
consider that most of them will last longer than your
mortgage. The widely spaced heat-wicking fins on GE's

Energy Smart 4O-watter distribute light evenly by letting
it slip out the sides (450 lumens; $50). Lighting Science
Group's A19 EcoSmart, a 4O-watt equivalent, boasts the
longest lifespan-46 years!-and the most lumens, 429,
per dollar ($19). Lemnis Lighting's Pharox 300 Flame is an
inexpensive 6O-watt equivalent (330 lumens; $30). Philips
is gunning for the honor of brightest with its 806-lumen
EnduraLED, which squeezes a 60-watt equivalent out of
12 watts. As for the funky design, the yellow phosphor
coating casts a warm incandescent glow-just like the one
we've grown used to over the past 100 years or so. $40
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FINISH
VIATERIALS

THIS OLD HOUSE
BEST NEW HOl\/E PRODUCTS ANCHOR BAY

Eco-friendly tiles
?

BENDHEIM

Fancy wal1f:nishes
FAUX IMPRESSIONS PAINT BY SHERWIN.WILLIAMS

N
As specialty wall-finish paints go, this one has to be the easiest to apply-it
goes right over a flat latex undercoat-and among the least pricey. Available
in effects from polished quartz to antiqued plaster, the 12 paints come
pre-tinted or can go over other colors for a custom look. $50-$75 per gallon

Groovy teak tiles
INDAH TILE SERIES BY ANN SACKS

$
These decadent 12-by-12-inch wood tiles-
hand-carved by lndonesian artisans from
sustainably harvested plantation teak-make
us do a double take every time. The seven
designs include the Horizontal Lines in
natural wax and the Circles in dark French
polish shown here. From $82.50 pertile

We're always leery of greenwashing, but these get the
nod for their looks, too. Trikeenan Tileworks repurposes
scrap brick for its Boneyard Brick tiles and also waste
glazes for a unique sheen; from $8 per square foot.
Anchor Bay Tile's unique 3-by-6-inch Bamboo Subway
Tiles are veneered with bamboo harvested when the
reeds are between five and six years old, for optimal
hardness: $25 per square foot. Bendheim's unique
Color Coated EcoGlass is remarkably clear, considering
that the majority is recycled content: 25to 40 percent
consumer-recycled glass, 20 percent factory waste.
2 by 2 inches to 5 by 10 feet: from 925 per square foot

Fine hnes
DRAGGED PAPERS BY
FARROW & BALL

After waiting years
for an update to this
company's classic,
textured Dragged
papers, our patience
paid off in the form of 34
new colors. from brilliant
jewel tones to muted
pastels. They include Ruby
Red (DR 1289), Mint Green
(DR 1299), and Royal
Blue (DR 694). About $190
for a double roll

WHERE TO GET IT? co to thisoldhouse.com/best
for links to all the manufas.turers.
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THIS OLD HOUSE
BEST NEW HON/E PRODUCTS

HOIVIE
TECH

Who needs cable TV?
BOXEE BOX D-LINK MEDIA CENTER BY D-LINKltEH
We cherish the notion of cutting the cable bill out of the
picture, and now it's tantalizrngly possible. Link this magic
cube to your router, and it pipes any streaming video on the
lnternet to your HD television. There are other ways to
do this, but none with such a user-friendly interface. $199

Home
automation
at your fingertips
INFINITYEDGE TOUCH SCREEN BY CONTROL4t)rcs
This gadget actually does what so much new tech only
promises to do: make life easier, by combining all your
home-automation controls into one touch pad. lt retrofits
with components that talk to your home's electronics.
from the thermostat and alarm to the tube. From $599

Snap-in surrouild sound

Truly one of the most ingenious entries we saw, these I5-watt speakers
snap onto most any track lighting as easily as the lamps do, creating
an entirely new A/V arrangement. Plug the wireless transmitter
into your source of tunes and get the party started. $479 per pair

Clean heat
HERITAGE PELLET STOVE
BY HEARTHSTONE

d$
It took this vaunted
stove purveyor two
years to marry the
romantic aesthetics of
a wood-burner with the
clean-burning eff iciency
of a pellet stove, and
we're thrilled they made
our deadline. lt's the
f irst pellet stove we've
seen with panels of
soapstone-a disti nctive
materialthat happens
to hold twice the
heat of metal. $3,999
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Pint-size
powerhouse
DC26 MULTI FLOOR
VACUUM BY DYSON

lf fOH had been handing
out these awards eight
years ago, Dyson's
pioneering root-cyclone
model would've been a
sure bet. As it is, we'll
give one to its first truly
totable canister vac.
ll's12.2 pounds. $399

3D for the masses
VIERA GT25 3D TV
BY PANASONIC

N
Those who lack the space or the desire for a TV the size of a billboard now
have access to some of the best television technology going. At 42 inches,
this is the first 3D plasma TV under 5O inches. And even if you don't own
Avatar on DVD, the TV features Panasonic's best 2D plasma technology.
3D glasses sold separately, at $150 a pop. $1,700

It will gIadIy eat
your vegetabies
XE SERIES COMPOSTER
BY NATUREMILL

r'
Designed to make
composting as easy as
throwing out the trash-
and a lot less smelly-this
pick was a cinch: a home
composter sporting a carbon
odor filter and an automated
grinder that renders garden-
ready fertilizer in just two
weeks. The indoor/outdoor
bin slips inside any standard
15-inch-wide base cabinet for
easy access. From $299

HEAT
EXCHANGER

HEAT
PUMP

Put the squeeze
onphotons
EL9/238 SOLAR PANEL BY
SUNPOWERIHr'*
We've been waiting for a breakthrough in residential
solar, and here it is. These panels convert up to 19%
percent of the sunlight they receive into electric power
far more than any other panels. Specially shaped
solar cells that occupy 3 percent more surface area
than standard cells deliver up to 238 watts per panel.
$15,000 for a 2.5-kilowatt system (sans subsidies)

HOT-
WATER
TANK

Making hot water out of thln air
ALTHERMA HYDRONIC SYSTEM BY DAIKIN

d$
Why mess with a heat pump that generates only hot and cold air when
one system can supply AC, hot water, and heat through a radiator or radiant
floor? That's the level of innovation we're talking about. This system's
efficiency rivals the best geothermal heat pumps-minus the pain
of underground piping. $19,000 for a 54,000-Btu system, intstalled

WHERE TO GET fT? Go to thisoldhouse.com./best
for links to all the manufacturers.
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It's great to see this
exterior door molding
offered as a kit. The
two pilasters, header
with dentil detail,
and keystone will put
the finishing touch
on your home's first
impression. The primed
molded polyurethane
resists insects, mold,
mildew, and rot, and
promises to look good
for years to come. $174

Tint on, tint off
ELECTROCHROMICS
TINTING WINDOWS BY SAGE

Qe*
While we're waiting for flying cars, we'll
settle for electronicallytinted glass, now
available in triple-pane construction
with a whopping R-value of 8 (versus,
say, 3 for double-pane windows).
At the touch of a button, the built-in
nanotechnology dims the glass to
shade a room. Sync it with your home
automation system to save energy.
A 30-by-60-inch awning window from
H Window Company costs $1,575.

THIS OLD HOUSE
BEST NEW HOIME PRODUCTS

iWIND WS
&DOORS

For dogs of
distinction
PET DOOR OPTION
BY YESTERYEAR

SN
The typical plastic doggie
door has as much charm
as a mud flap. That's why
we fell for this wood pet
hatch, which matches the
door's decorative panels
and preserves its design
integrity. Cottage Charm
in Spanish cedar; $789
as shown

t'rt!

High-desgn glazrng for us all
CUSTOM FOLDING SLIDING
DOORS BY FOLDING DOOR CO.

Here's a secret we had to share: You no longer
have to refinance your property to afford an
architectural wall of glass doors that collapses
to create an indoor/outdoor space. ln fact, you
can order this system as if you were ordering
drapes-it's that simple. Custom made for
openings up to 50 feet, these aluminum-framed
doors are shipped in a DIY kit directly from the
factory in Britain. $10,000 for a four-door system

Fiberglass and wood,
together at last
ESSENCE SERIES WINDOWS BY MILGARD

trs
Behold, the first fiberglass window to feature solid-
wood interior trim. Finally. Now you can show off
stained or painted woodwork without sacrificing
the myriad benefits of fiberglass-framed windows-
which, as you know, are strong, stable, rot resistant,
insect proof, paintable, low maintenance, and, now,

attractive. A 3-by-5-foot double-hung starts at $400.
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WINNING
COMBO

!! OnIy you
knowit's faux
DOOR SURROUND KIT BY
FOCAL POINT
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FLOORS

Wood grain without the pain-or a nail gun

THIS OLD HOUSE
. BEST NEW HON/E PRODUCTS

LUXEPLANK PEEL AND GRIP VINYL STRIP FLOORING BY ARMSTRONGl'Eil
The embossed wood-grain vinyl strips of this f loating floor grabbed
our attention for their mercifully easy install: They stick to one another
rather than the floor. And that they go down like planks means no more
uniformly obvious joint lines that reveal your preference for plastics.
Beveled edges complete the ruse. From $3.39 per square foot

Far-flung floorboards
NAUTICAL TIMBERS VENEERED
FLOORING BY FONTENAY WOODS

?
Up until the 1970s, the way to fix level
platforms in the V-shaped hulls of
cargo ships was to pad them out with
hardwood posts. We were thrilled to
find that a salvaged cache of this exotic
lumber-including Spanish maple and
Honduran mahogany-is being made
into beautifully patinated flooring as
veneers on birch planks. Talk about
character. From $14 per square foot

'N

Laying hardwood not challenging enough for you? Allow us
to suggest this best-of pick from the brain-teaser category: a
life-size wood jigsaw puzzle custom made for your floor. Call
up with your room measurements, and the company will ship
you numbered pieces-each roughly l foot or 2 feet square-
along with a handy diagram. Bonus points f or puzzling
them together without peeking. From $70 per square foot

History underfoot
SHAKER COLLECTION
RUGS BY DASH & ALBERT

Fun for the
whole family
PUZZLE FLOOR BY

#N
lnspired by textiles shown at
Massachusetts' Hancock Shaker
Museum, this line of cotton rugs
inspired us. lt spins classic American
weaving techniques, patterns, and
colors into fresh designs that add a bit
of historicalflalr to any floor. From $34

BIOESSENZE FAUX WOOD
PORCELAIN TILES BY LEA
CERAf\,'llCHE

Porcelain isn't a material we'd
typically associate with faux wood, but this winner convinced us
otherwise. Long tile planks printed with a wood grain make a very
tough floor that looks as if it were made of hardwood. Great for
areas where water might make caring for real wood a headache-
and where guests can get a good look. From $11.75 per square foot

WHERE TO GET ff? Go to thisoldhouse.com,/best
for llnks to all the manruf,acturers.
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THIS OLDHOUSE
BEST NEW HOl\/E PRODUCTS

:BUILDING &
CONSTRUCTI N

ACCOYA 'O

LUMBOO

Super-duper
woods
!ffi

KEBONY

I

Impervious
curb appeal
FIBER.CEMENT
CROWN MOULDING
BY JAMES HARDIE

N
Here's a no-brainer:
Restore period details
with classic crown
moldings made from
a material that won't
warp, rot, or even burn. Surprisingly light for f iber cement, they
can be fastened in place with a nail gun. The colors come factory
f inished. From $1.95 per linear foot

Though wood may grow on trees, true inventiveness is a far scarcer
resource. And yet we found these newly available-and virtually
indestructible-modified woods. Cali Bamboo's Lumboo, the first
dimensional lumber made from eco-darling bamboo, consists of bamboo
strips compressed in a low-VOC resin;from $3.12 per linear foot. Kebony
and Accoya are molecularly tweaked to take on the traits of tropical
hardwoods, with all their handsome stability: They're rot resistant,
won't warp, and aren't subject to the insults of water and insects.
Kebony, from $2.75 per linear foot; Accoya, from $3.20 per linear foot

Better than LEGOs
KERDI-BOARD BUILDING PANELS
BY SCHLUTER

lmagine a type of waterproof
foam panel strong enough to form
a partition wall yet soft enough
to be trimmed with a box knife
and assembled with adhesive.

Oh, wait-got it: With these panels you can build the most intricate of
bath structures, like a shower bench, and tile directly onto them. No
more framing and sheathing in backer board. $2.60 per square foot

Less is more
SHEETROCK ULTRALIGHT
DRYWALL PANELS BY USG

Weighing about 30 percent less than the
regular stuff, these 7z-inch panels are that
much easier to haul and install-and happen
to be our favorite Best New Product. They
bear the same Class A f ire rating as

conventional drywall, but thanks to the
colloidal chemistry in the plaster core, the
material is stiffer, less crumbly, and easier
to cut. From $4.40 for a 4xB panel
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These shingles are made
with enough variation
that you'd think no two
were alike-something
we can't say for factory-
molded fare. Boards of
cellular PVC are abraded
with wire bristles to
mimic the wood-grain
warmth of real-deal
cedar*but of course
without the maintenance
issues--and then band-
sawed into individual
shakes. From $5.5U per
square foot

PVC
R&R

BY NUCEDAR MILLS
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TOOLS

Drywaling dynamo
WALLBOARDER'S BUDDY DRYWALL TRIMMER
BY WALLBOARDER'S BUDDY TOOL CO.l'T
Only a professional builder could've
invented this, but we're pretty sure that all
DlYers can rejoice. A T-square fitted
with a dual-sided, spring-loaded utility
knife replaces the measuring, squaring,
and chalking of each cut. Just set the
knife to your width and pull the square
along the factory edge, reverse, then repeat
on the opposite face. $60

Double duty
DUAL ANGLE BLOCK PLANE
BY BRIDGE CITY TOOL WORKS

a
€J

lnstead of switching planes, you can flip the lever and easily flop the blade on this
eminently deserving design. one side gives you a 47-degree general-purpose plane to
shave with the grain, the other a shallower, 42-degree plane for stubborn end-grain
work. Equally sharp? The body, milled from a single billet of stainless steel. $859

Ready set

A new breed of table saw
BLADERUNNER TABLE JIGSAW BY ROCKWELLttE
This pick is a slam dunk because it gives
you the versatility of a jigsaw in the stable
platform of a table saw. The inverted jigsaw
blade lets you cut and scroll wood, metal,
PVC, or tile with both hands firmly on
the material while a shroud covers the
blade to keep your digits intact. $160

Grip it,
then rip it
r2-VOLT MAX COMPACT
LITHIUM CLAMPSAW RECIPROCAL
SAW BY PORTER CABLE

T
We love that an adjustable clamp
secures pipes for one-handed cutting-a
first-while a variable-speed trigger
controls the 7e-inch blade stroke. lt also
articulates, letting you get in there and
demolish tight spots previously protected
from your creative handiwork. $130

WHERE TO GET fI? Go to thisotdhouse.comlbest
for llnks to all the manuf,acturers.

58.500 NAILSET BY BOSTITCHltT
It's hard to rethink a tool that's been around for
centuries, and that's why this one's a big winner.
Bostitch paired a Vzz-inch and a?/az-inch bit in one
dual-sided tip that locks into a quick-change hex
sleeve like those on drill,/drivers-a combo that
covers most common-size nails. $10
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HEROWN

How ane
homeownerturned

anondescript
..-.L94Os uousE ....

into altght-filled
CRAFTSMAN-STYLE
/'-\--__HOME ----\

Though renovating an older home is an undertaking that succeeds or fails on
hammer-and-nail realities, it surely begins with a dream. For a family doctor in
Arkansas, all it takes is one glance at a forlorn house, and a vision of what-could-
be takes over. Indeed, Dr. Susanna Shermer is on the verge of becoming a serial
renovator. "This is my third renovation," she says happily, referring to this 1940s
house she has been remodeling in stages over the past six years.

It all started during her medical residency in Tennessee, when she bought her first
house and spent her precious downtime ripping up carpeting and tearing off
wallpaper. "I loved the transformation-and it was great to do something physical

after spending my days immersed in medicine and science and books," says Susanna,

who grew up in Russellville, Arkansas, and still has family throughout the state.

BYJILTCONNOR.S

photographs by mark lohman

produced by colette scanlan styling by sunday hendrieltsonc,'a
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Priority 1: "We needed to get rid of those rinky-dink
posts on the front porch," says Rogers. Jackson designed

four thick, tapered posts on chunky stone piers more
in proportion to the house. To preserve maximum liv-
ing space on the small porch, Rogers cantilevered the
stone piers slightly by resting them on /z-inch-thick steel

plates bolted to the porch floor. The porch roof over-

hang, meanwhile, gained a Craftsman-style look when
Rogers removed a metal soffit, exposing the rafter tails
and making the existing fascia board more prominent.
Replacing the porch railing's turned spindles with square

balusters completed the front-entry makeover.
Another key feature of the exterior face-lift was

a centered shed dormer, built with three windows
Susanna salvaged from a neighbor's house and the
same exposed rafter tails as the porch roof. "I love the
look of the dormer," she says, "and it lets in so much
natural light upstairs. "

Inside, the four-bedroom, rwo-bath house was room-
ier than it appeared from the street, with 2,268 sqtare
feet on two levels, but it lacked the Craftsman details

OPEN-PI,AN
SPACE

0V{: Tk* riinint

a neighborhood near downtown Little Rock known for
its vintage houses, and pictured herself at holiday time,
in a festive home with family and friends stopping by.

After renovating a 1900 stone bungalow, the restless

remodeler noticed another place on her street.
Friends, including general contractor Jonathan Rog-

ers, took one look and told her she was crazy to consider
it; the house looked tiny from the street, was covered
in aluminum siding, and reeked of chlorine when you
stepped inside. "There was a sunken hot tub in one of
the back rooms," recalls Susanna. Undeterred and en-
visioning a Craftsman-style cottage with an exterior
that suited the neighborhood, she set to work, enlisting
Rogers as her builder. He recommended another local,
designer BlakeJackson, to help put her ideas on paper.

72 THISOLDHOUSE.COM December 2010
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A shed dormer and stone porch piers with taperd corumns outside , ptus an opened-up
layout inside, turned a cramped, featureless house into a light-filled Craftsman charmer.
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and feeling of spaciousness Susanna

craved. The front staircase, for ex-
ample, featured a spindle-style bal-
ustrade similar to one they replaced
on the porch. Rogers swapped in
square balusters and boxed out the
turned newel post.

Thenwalls started coming down.
The living and dining rooms at the
front of the house felt too confined
to Susannal she really wanted to
open up the space. So they removed
most of the wall between the front
rooms and put in a pair of Crafts-
man-style half-walls with tapered
columns set on top to frame the wide
opening. The red oak floors were in
good shape, and Rogers found new
planks to match, making a seamless

transition between living room and
dining room.

Susanna designed the new man-
tel for the living room fireplace. The
existing mantel had leafy scrollwork
ornamentation that was out of sync
with Craftsman detailing, so she de-

scribed the boxed panels she want-
ed, and Rogers took it from there.

Another wall came down be-
tween the dining room and kitchen,
with Susanna preserving a portion
of it as a peninsula snack counter.
Underwhelmed by ornate kitchen
cabinets, laminate countertops, and
vinyl flooring, she replaced all the
surfaces, choosing a travertine floor,
granite countertops, and a natural
stone tile backsplash. To save mon-
ey, she kept the cabinet boxes, had
them refaced, and added new doors
with a hand-glazed finish.

One of the most perplexing as-

pects of the existing layout was the
first-floor master suite, reached by a
door off the kitchen. Because of the
door's location and a step-down on
the way to the master bedroom, Su-

sanna is pretty sure this part of the
house was originally a garage that
was converted to living space by
previous owners and topped with
a second-floor gabled addition at
some point.

I.'INALLYTATUR

I,()TS OII I,IGHT
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The garage-size space was oddly partitioned, with a

tiny central bathroom-sink, toilet, and shower, but no
tub-and the rest of the space open, including the rear
area that held the hot tub. To make sense of the layour,
Susanna created a hallway that now leads from kitchen
to bedroom, with a pocket door to the enlarged master
bath along the way. She partitioned part of the room's
central space as a master bedroom closet, adjacent to
the master bath. The rear portion of the space now
holds a gym with a polished wood floor-sans hot rub.

Although the dormer addition created a large, light-
filled bedroom on the second floor, stretching from the
front of the house to the back, Susanna reserves the en-
tire second floor as a guest zone and lives exclusivel,v
on the main floor. "l go from kitchen ro gym to bed,"
she says with a sigh, with the rest of her off-duty hours
devoted to her dogs, Jackie O and Taylor.

After the initial remodeling phase, Susanna conrin-
ued to tweak the floor plan. In the rear of the house, off
the dining room, she added a 300-square-foor sunroom
with exposed rafters, knowing that 12-foot ceilings
there would bring a sense of volume to the first floor.
And she had a 1 50-square-foot laundry/dog room built
behind the gym.

So whatt a restless remodeler to do next? Vell, even
though Rogers built shurters and Susanna's grandfather
made window boxes to add another layer of detail to rhe
exterior, the siding still gnau's at her. "l am dying to pull
off that aluminum and resrore rhe original wood," she
says. "But I'm afraid it's going ro cosr a small fortune."
For now, she'll just have to conrenr herself with having
created the kind of welcoming Craftsman-style home
she had envisioned. At least until the next time she sees a

Fon Seu sign go up on rhe srreer. a

FOR MORE INFORt\.4ATlON. SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 1OO
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"W.he! remodeling your home's exterior, look at other houses nearby for details you can /.r \
adapt. That way you can be sure your house will be in keeping with the neighborhieod." o Z )
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Savings
photographs by Laura Moss

Penny-pincher. Tightwad. Cheapskate. Bring it on! Here atTbis oldHouse,
we celebrate frugality especially when it translates into increased efficiency, comfort,
or style for our homes. From cutting your hot-water bill by installing a shower timer to
brightening a room with handsome sconces that you hook up yourself, the secret to
saving real money is a combination of thriftiness, smarts, and sweat. So read on for
clever get-your-hands-dirty ways to shrink your expenses and improve your home

without spending a dollar more than you have to.
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Save
upto
$so

I Shop the dollar store rather

I than your local home centerto
buy specialty tools you may use only

once or twice for projects such as

cable or phone wiring.

COST: $1per item.

SAVINGS: $25forcurved
long-nose pliers and $2O for a

coaxial compression crimPer

atThe Home Depot.

BONUS: No worries if tools break.

6 Extend the lives of filters in

Z ro^" u,, putlrers. oatnroom

fans, window air conditioners, and

even your furnace by vacuuming

out dust and loose dirt. Just be sure

your vacuum is HEPA equiPPed

to keep fine particulates from being

released into the air.

COST: $0
SAVINGS: About $4O fortwo
replacement air-purif ier filters. You

typically have to change them four
times a year, but thorough cleaning

can cut that down to just two times.

BONUS: While you've got the

vacuum nozzle hooked up, use

it to suck up dust bunnies and

spiderwebs in hard-to-reach places

al Silence squeaky wood floors by sprinkling on
( talcum powder. Use a paintbrush to work the

tJ powderlnto the joints between boards and
sweep away any excess. For tight spots you can use
powdered graphite that's squeezed from a tube.

COST SAVINGS BONUS

$5 for a large
container of

talcum powder
or a smali tube of
graphite powder.

Starting at
$5O an hour

to hire a

carpenter to
make repairs

lf you go with
graphite, it's
also good for
keeping locks

lubricated.
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Tricks

30
7 Humidifyyour home rn tne
I winler.Furnaces can remove
moisture from the air, making rooms
feel cooler than they actually are and

causing you to crank up the heat.

For example, a house that's 69
degrees F with 19 percent humidity
feels 3 degrees colder than one

with 35 percent humidity.
COST: $0 to place water pans on

radiators or near heat registers. For

baseboard units, try the Non-Electric

Humidif ier, $16; realgoods.com. The

reservoir mounts over the heater and

mists the air without using any power.

SAVINGS: About $33 a year on your
heating bill by turning the thermostat
down 3 degrees.

BONUS: Boosting humidity can keep
paint and woodwork from cracking.

@ Get a free smoke alarm andr
O o,. caroon monoxroe oetector.
As part of a national fire and poison

prevention initiative, many state fire
marshals and localf ire departments
offer the life-saving devices at no

charge to low-income homeowners
and renters, as well as seniors.

COST: $0
SAVINGS: About $4O for a smoke
alarm and a CO detector.
BONUS: lvlany departments handle

the installation, too.

Save

Remove marker "artwork" with toothpaste
rather thanrepaintingto cover it up. Simply
squeeze the paste onarag andwipe onthe wall

to make doodles disappear. Works with Crayoia-type
kids' markers as well as felt-tip and ballpoint pens.

COST SAVINGS

About $35for a

gallon of eggshell,
a new rollercover,
and a dlsposable
paint-tray liner.

5 Prime walls with "oops" paint.
These mis-tints and returns at

your paint or hardware store are sold

at a deep discount. Just be sure to
pick a matte finish in a shade that's
lighter than your top coat.

COST: $1-$5
SAVINGS: About $18for a gallon

of interior latex primer.

BONUS: You'li be putting to good

use a can of paint that would likely
just be disposed of.

6 Dissolve mineral deposits
plugging up your showerhead

rather than replacing the fixture.
Remove the head, soak it overnight in

a 5O-50 vinegar-and-water solution,

f lush it out, then reinstall it to improve
water f low. lf the showerhead is too
hard to remove, fill a plastic bag with
solution and secure it around the
head with rubber bands.

COST: $2 for white vinegar.

SAVINGS: $2O or more for a new

showerhead.
BONUS: This also works on clogged

sink aerators.

4
$2 for a tube

of white
toothpaste.

BONUS

Toothpaste
doubles as
polish for
tarnished

silver.

uDto
$ioo

Cl Loosen a stuck knob on a water

r/ valve with penetrating oiland
heat rather than calling a plumber.

Spray oil on the threads, dry with
a towel, then point a blow-dryer at
the knob to expand the metal and

release the knob.

COST: $5 for a can of Liquid Wrench.

SAVINGS: About $1OO, based on an

average plumbing service call.

BONUS: This trick can also unstick
frozen nuts and bolts.
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-{ 4r\ Mail and track rebates.
lU People often don't redeem
these because it can take so long to
get the money back-eight weeks or
more-and it's tough to keep track of
the paperwork. But you can easily

followthe money with help from the
f ree online service allmyrebates.com.
COST: $O

SAVINGS: lt's estimated that
up to 60 percent of rebates go

unredeemed. So if you're eligible for
$200 in rebates and send all ofthem
in, not just three fifths, you've
pocketed an extra $8O.
BONUS: Getting a check in the
mail makes anyone's day.

{ | Removeorcoverwindow
trl air conditioner units when
it starts to get cold outside, then
weatherstrip the window to seal any

cracks. lf using a quilted cover, be

sure to replace any side seals where
the AC fits in the jamb.

COST: About $18 for a cover.

SAVINGS: About $lOO off your
heating bill for three ACs.

BONUS: Weathertight rooms stay
cleaner because fewer outdoor
pollutants get inside.

I ,ll Makeapatchworkrugoutof
l4.rro", r".nun,, or ramptes.
All you need is a little creativity,
some colorful strips or squares, and

double-sided carpet tape to seam

the pieces together and hold them
tight to the f loor.

COST: tr/any dealers sell the last few
feet of carpet rolls for as little as $3.
Samples are often free, though you

mayhavetocutoff the bindingwith a

utility knife. A roll of lntertape lndoor
Carpet Tape is $8 at amazon.com.
SAVINGS:396the cost of the Fezl
S-by-7-foot mosaic rugwith four
different-color carpet squares from
Flor, a high-end maker of DIY-friendly
stick-together plush tiles,

BONUS: Extra carpet squares double
as garden kneepads.

L2 lmprove steam radiators'
performance by clearing

obstructions, such as drapes, and

by insulating risers.

COST: About $2 for insulatingfoam
pipe sleeves.

SAVINGS: $50 to $1OO a year off
your hot-water bill.

BONUS: You can direct more heat

into the room with a radiant screen

made of sheet metal or ref lective

insulation thatfits behind the radiator

t Q Don't buYa leaf blowerto
lJ clean up autumn leftovers.
lnstead, raise your lawn-mower deck
to its highest level and start rolling.
The mower will slice and dice the
dried leaves into mulch.
COST; $0
SAVINGS; About $7O for an

electric leaf blower.
BONUS: Your lawn gets a healthy
trim at the same time.

lnstall and hide cable lines
yourself . lf you've got carpet,

use a pry bar to loosen the rug at
the tack strip along the room's
perimeter, and fit the cable in the
space under the baseboards. Rent a

carpet kicker to reinstall the carpet.
For hardwood floors, remove the
quarter-round or shoe molding below
the baseboards. There's often
enough of a gap to f it the cable.

COST: $14 for carpet-kicker rental.

SAVINGS: About $9O for a 3-hour
custom cable installation.
BONUS: Use the kicker to tighten up

any loose carpeting.

Install a shower timer that siows andthen
shuts off the flow of water after a preset
time. Use this to cut your daily showering

tirne ftom 2O minutes to 10.

COST

15

16
$111 for the
automatic
timer at

showermanager
.com.

SAVINGS

$75or more
a year off your
water-heating

bill, dependingon
the type of boiler.

BONUS

Shorter steamy
showers mean
less moisture-
induced mold
and mildew.

I
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E Doum-
E ard-Dirtyp lucks

Save

I r! Preventa clogged drain oy
L I replacingthe sink's P-trap with
a PermaFlow model. lt's equipped
with an interior paddle that you can
turn via a knob mounted on the side
of the trap to sweep away blockage.

COST; $30 for the PermaFlow;
pfwaterworks.net.

SAVINGS: About $1OO for a plumber
to unclogthe drain.

BONUS: The trap is clear, so you can
see and fish out dropped earrings or
that diamond engagement ring.

t (l Refresh the look of your
I J range with new cooktop
parts that'll also extend the life of the
appliance and make it work better.
COST: About $39 each for new
burners and $7 for chrome drip
bowls on a typical GE electric
range. Get parts directly from the
manufacturer or online dealers, such
as repairclinic.com.
SAVINGS: $216, based on $400 for a
new GE 30-inch freestanding electric
range in black at sears.com, minus
the cost ofthe replacement parts.

BONUS: For $5 more, you can hide
scratches in the porcelain finish
with heat-resistant Epoxy Touch-Up
enamel; rustoleum.com.

66'Bundle" service calls. ri
ZZuouhire an electrician to
fix a dead electrical outlet one
week, then bring him in again the
next to f inally deal with that
blinking kitchen light, you're
paying for two visits that could
have been handled in one.

COST: Just the extra time and parts
required for the additional job.

SAVINGS: Up to $175 for the second

service call you didn't have to pay for,
BONUS: Ir4any pros will inspect your
home for f ree to identify any trouble
spots that might be brewing.

+t a Score a free toilet.
ZJ co^-odes made today use

a miserly 1.6 gallons of water per
flush, compared with up to 7 gallons

for some older models. ln an

effort to conserve water, many
city and municipal governments

will foot the bill to get rid of those
guzzling geezers. Austi n, Texas, f or
instance, covers the cost of replacing
as many as three toilets that are

originalto homes built before 1966.

Other cities, such as Seattle,
give away low-flow toilets based

on family income.

COST: $0
SAVINGS: $225, based on the cost
and installation of one low-flow toilet"
BONUS: Lower water bills.

upto
$250

20 lnstall solar inflector
screens on windows to

draw the sun's heat into the house in

winter and block it out in summer.
When seasons change, simply
flip the screens.

COST: $15 per square foot at

solarizeinf lectorwindows.com.
SAVINGS: About $17O a year
in energy costs by boosting the
performance of two single-pane,

south-facing windows by 70 percent.

BONUS: Your too-hot sunroom
might be bearable come summer.

+rltl Ventilate your roof ro help
Z.Lcoolyour tr-ome in trre

summer and prevent ice dams in the
winter. Do this by installing intake
vents and a solar-powered fan (you
may need two, depending on your
roof size) that draw out warm air
trapped in the attic.
COST: Systems start at $250.
S,AVINGS: ln Texas, for instance,

where the average annual cost to
operate a central-air unit is $668,
fan makers claim you can save 30
percent on your operating costs, or

$2OO peryear.

BONUS; You may be eligible for
federal andlor state tax rebates to
help cover the cost of your setup.

24::['J]t?H[,T:f 
.

tI 6 Cleanfood stains instone counterswith

I O iffi*'i::^;Hff ff l;H#,*xf"1*;t,,,
butter. Spread on the stain, cover with ptastic, and let
sit overni.ght. Gently scrape off in the morning.

gOST

$5 for poultice
supplies, $14for
Stone Spray-N-
Seal to prevent
future stains.

$AViNGS

$25O for a pro
to do a light

ref inishing of a
smallsection of

countertop.

BONUS

The poultice also
works on stone

tile and concrete
f loors.

from a kit. lrr'lost are simple to
assemble with a screwdriver and

come paint- or stain-ready, so you

can perfectly match the cabinet to
your bathroom.
COST: $160 for the Recessed

Ivledicine Cabinet Kit in oak from
vandykes.com.
SAVINGS: $235, based on a

similar, assembled cabinet from
restorationhardware.com.
BONUS: You can usually customize
a cabinet kit by switching the side the
door opens from.

1
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Save

J f, aoost fi replace effi ciency
ErJso that yourfurnace doesn't
have to work as hard. A radiant
grate lifts logs off the floor, allowing
air to circulate around them for a

better burn. A hearth reflector sits
in the back of the fireplace and
directs heat into the room rather
than the masonry.
COST: From $95 for the grate
and $139 for a steel reflector at
gratewalloffire.com.

SAVINGS: About 3240 a year in

reduced heating fuel bills.
BONUS: Toastier f ires to cozy up to.

) QCr."te your own security
EV system'v!itn battery-
powered window and door alarms,
and motion-detector exterior
spotlights. DIY systems like the
GE Control Center Starter Kit and

28#,*:r*##:#*m-
wall outlet and simpiy connectpaintable, paper-thin
wlringtothe sconces.

COST SAVINGS BONUS

From $199 for a

two-sconce kit at
flatwirestore

.com.

$32!ior more
for a master

electrician to do
the work at about

$65 an hour.

No poking holes
in walls orfishing
electrical wires.

COST: $439 for a f rame-and-panel
kit at f rigodesign.com.
SAVINGS: $36O on the fridge,
based on the cost of a new $799
Whirlpool 25.1-cubic-foot side-by-
side model in white at sears.com.

BONUS: Some panel kits include

new matching handles.

Maxsa's LED Motion-Detecting
lights are battery powered, so no
need for new wiring.
COST: $30 for the basic GE setup at
homedepot.com, plus $52 fortwo
lights at homesecuritystore.com.
SAVINGS: t278 in the firstyear
alone, including the cost of the
equipment. Security monitoring
services often install systems for free
or at low cost, then charge a monthly
monitoring fee of about $30.
BONUS: No more embarrassing
mea culpa phone calls to the security
company when you accidentally set
off yourown alarm.

Steam-clean dingy tiles.
High-pressure steam

removes grime and mildew
from ceramic tile and grout lines.
Rent a heavy-duty steamer
and use it on any tile surface
in the house, including floors,
showers, and counters.
COST: $60 for a one-day rental.
SAVINGS: $872 overthe cost of
hiring a professional to retile an

8-by-10-foot bathroom f loor.
BONUS: Some steamers have
attachments for cleaning drapes
and furniture. too.

? n RePlace aging washing-
i,rt machinehoseswirh
heavy-duty ones from Floodchek

with a 2O-year warranty. Burst
water lines are one of the most
common causes of home
waterdamage.
COST: $43 for a pair of hoses
at safehomeproducts.com.
SAVINGS: $50O just for the
insurance deductible on $5,308,
the average cost of home
flood remediation.
BONUS: With the washer pulled out,
you can f inally clean underneath it. t

29

uDto
$5oo

27 Reface appliances rather
than replace them. For the

fridge, use a custom stainless-steel
or acrylic frame-and-panel kit.
Updating the look of a dishwasher or
trash compactor can be as simple as

f lipping over its existing center panel.

lvlany older models have reversible
panels with white on one side and
black or beige on the other.

December2010 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 8r

t Jtr
F

I

t
h



I

ALL
ABOUT

Crown
molding
Highlighting the transition between walls and ceiling,
this decorative trim adds characterto eventhe plainest
rooms. The experts at This Old House show how to pick
the right crown for your house style and budget

In the world of trim, crown is king. Lording
high over casings, chair rails, and baseboards, it cuts

an impressive profile with elegant curves and dis-
tinguished angles. It also elevates a room's stature,

drawing the eye up to the ceiling and echoing design

motifs seen in other moldings to create a cohesive

and polished look for the space.

Crown's lineage reaches back to the ancient
Greeks, who created the profiles and the rules of pro-
portion that we still use some 2,500 years later. Only
the materials have changed. Rather than the original
heavy stone, 18th-century American craftsmen opted

for more malleable and relatively lighter-weight plas-

ter or wood crown.'S7hile these materials are still top
choices for traditionalists, today's handy homeowner
can also choose moldings made from foam and flex-
ible pollurethane, which go up with greater ease than
the Greeks, or even our grandfathers, could have ever

imagined-no chisel, trowel, or nails required.
'With new options, though, come more questions.

On the following pages, This Old House provides
the answers you need to pick the material, profile,
and size that are right for your rooms. Plus, we show
places other than ceilings where you can use crown to
add a srylish touch. And with our help, you'll be one

step closer to giving the trim in your house a classic,

thoroughly royal treatment.

Anatomy
of crown

At its essence, crown
consists of an

elongated S profile
atop a cove. Adding

trim beneath the
cove, as shown,

creates a cornice,
though the entire

assemblage is often
referred to as crown.

lxstock
p

baseboard
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VITALS

Howmuch
doesitcost?
Stock primed pine

crown molding
starts at $1.50 per
linearfoot, plaster
at $5. foam at
$3.75, and flexible
polyurethane at $1.

Stockorcustom?
Stock profiles are
the least expensive
and most readily
available. Custom
work-matching
an existing profile
or creating a new
design-can cost
more than tvrice as

much and take up to
six weeks to produce

DlYorhireapro?
lnstalling a one-piece
crown is a project
most detail-minded
homeowners can
handle. But if a room
has out-of-square
or curved walls, or if
the molding is made
of heavy plaster
or built-up wood
profiles, hire a pro.

Howmuch
tobuy?
Measure the
perimeter of the
room, then add 10
to 15 percent for
waste; for rooms
with lots of corners,
add 20 percent.

White paint in a
high-gloss sheen
accentuates the

carved detail in this
wood crown and

adds a classic
touch to the entry

foyerand living
room. Similarto
shown: Custom

f-inch-high cornice
in wood, $7.50 per

linear loot;
starkdoors.com
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ALL
A B S [.] ? +Crownmolding

Pick your material
What a molding is made of determines how it's
installed and how much it costs

l- I]llood: Lightweight and relatively
f lexible, this DIY-friendly material comes
in 8- to l2-foot lengths and is installed
with finishing nails. Stock paint-grade
crown runs $1.50 to $7 per linear foot;
stain-grade woods range from $1 to
more than $10. Shown: 7V+-inch-high
B3O1 in walnut, $14.32 per linear foot,
plus $65 custom fee; bairdbrothers.com

2- Flaster: Because it's made to order
in 6-foot lengths, each hand-cast piece
can be richly ornamented with crisp de-
tail. Plaster is heavy and rigid, and usu-
ally requires a pro to install it using
screws and construction adhesive.
Joints are filled with plaster, then the
surface must be painted. Prices range
from $5 to $3O per linear foot. Shown:
4%-inch-high Georgian 22LO, $8.95 per
linear foot; mcmcinc.com

3- Plaster-covered foam: The S-foot
lengths of extruded polystyrene are
topped with fiberglass and a thin coat
of acrylic plaster. lt's light and flexible as
wood, as seamless as solid plaster, and
DIY-friendly; joint compound holds it in place and f ills seams.
Like plaster, it has to be painted. Stock profiles range from
$1.80 to $7.75 per linear foot. Shown: 6-inch-high CTR-813,
$4.12 per linear foot; canamould.com (To see how it's in-
stalled, go to thisoldhouse.com,/bonus.)

{ Polyurethane foam: Cast in 8- and 12-foot lengths, it
looks like plaster but is lightweight and doesn't require pro-
fessional installation. Construction adhesive holds it in place;
joints are filled with caulk. Stock profiles cost $3.75 to $45
per linear foot. Shown: 4slre-inch-high Carmichael Crown
11750, $9.35 per linear foot; focalpointproducts.com

5- Fledble pollur6thana: Cast in 8- to l2-foot lengths, it
cuts like wood but is much heavier. Can fit a radius as small as
24 inches. Construction adhesive and f inishing nails hold it in
place. Choose a painted or stained-wood-look finish. Stock
profiles range from $1 to $17 per foot. Shown: 4-inch-high
paint-grade 125, $12.55 per linear foot; flexibletrim.com

How to duplicate crown
. . . . When you can't find a matching profile at a lumberyard or

home center, the easiestwayto get a copy ofyour existing
crown is to'send acutoffto awoodmillwork shop ora maker

of foam or plaster moldings, such
as Fypon or Hyde Park. But if a
scrap isn't handy andyour crown
doesn'thave details like dentils
and leaves, make a template
using a profile gauge Qeft). Press
the comb-like device against
the crown, thentrace the shape
onto cardboard, noting which
edge is the crownt face. Shown:
Stainless-steel tracing profile
gauge, $23.50; leevalley.com
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ChooseyoufSfyl
Takecuesfromyour
home's age to findthe
rightcrown. Hereare a
handfulofAmerican
housesryleswithan
exampleof aprofile
thatfits eachone

e

contemporary
The use of crown waned in

the 1940s, but simple
strips are a handsome

upgrade to more modern
ranches and split-levels, as

long as they are in
proportion to the ceiling

height. lnset: 7s/e-inch'
high MLD253-16 in

polyurethane foam, $ll.5o
per linear foot; fypon.com

colonial
The earliest crown was planed by hand from the
New World's plentiful supply of wood. Simple
profiles predominated, owing to the high cost
of adding complicated carved details. lnset:
2Ve-inch-high B3O4 in ash, $1.15 per linear
foot, plus $65 custom fee; bairdbrothers.com

victorian
ln the late l.9th century,
Americans favored crown
that was big, bold, and often
encrusted with classical
details, such as dentils and
acanthus leaves. lnset:
8-inch-high CM23O in plaster,

$22.6O per linear foot;
hyde-park.com

arts andcrafts
This early-2Oth-century style
supplanted Victorian-era
excess with clean lines and
no-fuss shapes. Crown could
be painted or, if milled from
quality wood, such as oak,
stained to highlight its
beauty. lnset: 4%-inch-high
Craftsman Cove in poplar,
$4.25 per linear foot;
brenthull.com
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Crown molding
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bairdbrothers.coi'n

classical casting rn tne
tradition of ancient Greek and
Roman crown, this molding has
both acanthus leaves and egg,and-
dart detailing. Shown: 7%-inih-frign
CM39I in plaster, 922.90 per linesr
loot; hyde-park.com

loeadandcurve tnptaee
of the typical cove. there's a bead
beneath the elongated S curve. This
crown is solid, making ita good
choice in locations that don't touch
the ceiling, such ascabinets and
casings" Shown: 23i-inch:high
SC234 in primed pine. $1.64 per
li near f oot; gardenstatelumber.com

leafu look Detieate'acanthus
leaves are commonly seen on trim
used in Classical Revival-style
hqmes. Shown; 6%-inch.high
MLD493-12 in polyurethane foam,
$12.67 per linear foot; fypon"com

douhlebead Aone-pisce
crown with bead detail sits atopa
beaded baseboard. Shown:
4%-inch-high 8211. 8309 in
stqin-grads cherry, $6.38 per linear
foot; bairdbrothers.com

Ornamentalovolo rnis
f lexible, paint-grade polyurethane
crown is topped wilh a large bulbous
curve. called an ovolo. that creates a
clean shadow line. Shown:4%-inch-
high 175, $19.38 per linear toot;
f le x iblet rim.com

Stak steps Overtaid strips of
solid stock form a crown that would
complement 1920s Art Deco or even
contemporary interiors. Shown:
772-inch-high custom profile in
maple, $7.71per linear f oot:
bairdbrothers.com

tx.*r &in*si*&;.ikd$;i*;iii
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gracefulgarland a
scene-stealingfrieze with a flowering
vine motiftucks neatly beneath a
rippled crown. Shown: 6%-inch-
high FM311in plaster, $14.5O per
linear foot; hyde-park.com

strongandsimple
This ancient crown profile is simply
a graceful S curve set above a
concave-shaped cove. Shown:
3%-inch-high 8302 in hickory. $3.22
per Iinear foot; bairdbrothers.com

deco facets An angutar
profile and gem-like geometric
pattern recall f lapper-era glamour.
Shown: 8%-inch-high 2235 in
plaster, $9.3O per linear foot;
mcmcinc.com

trnderstated elegance
Clean, simple profiles ara often the
best choice for a home's more
private rooms. Shown: 3sle-inch-
high CTR 514 in plaster-covered
foam, $2.37 per linear foot;
canamould.com

rope border Toget
intricate details like ropes or beads
in a wood crown, these components
are often machined separately and
then inserted into a groove cut into
the crown. Shown: 3%-inch-high
8311 in cherry, $3.71 per linear foot;
bairdbrothers.com

gfeekkey This impressive
one-piece cornice has a meandering
Greek key design of interlocking
geometric shapes. Shown: 754-inch-
high Governor's Palace Fretwork
Crown in polyurethane, $15.60 per
linear foot; focalpointproducts.com

beadsandcruls
A dough-like mixture of sawdust and
resin forms the decorative beading
and the "lamb's tongue" motif on
this paint-grade crown. Shown:
5%-inch-high CM8855 in poplar with
composite details. $11.71 per linear
foot; whiteriver.com
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Keep these rules of thumb in mind
when selecting crown for your house

Conslder the room'spurpose. Traditionally, crown

was incorporated into impressive cornices in public

rooms, such as entry foyers, dining rooms, and parlors.

The size would remain consistent from one first-floor
entertaining space to the next. By contrast, smaller,

less elaborate crown was generally used for private

spaces-a powder room or bedroom.

Playoff the erdstingtrim. Look to your baseboards

and door and window casing to determine the right
scale. An appropriately sized cornice is either the same

height as, or slightly smaller than, the baseboard.

Maasure the ceiling height. Ceiling height is the ultimate arbiter of size, ac-

cording to architect Richard Sammons, coauthor of Get Your House Rtght. For

standard 8-foot-high ceilings, the crown/cornice height should be 2%to 6 inches;

for 9-foot ceilings, 3 to 7% inches, and for 1O-foot ceilings, 3% to 8 inches'

How to handle corners

ALL
ABOUT+Crownmolding

Whatsize
shoulditbe?

proadvice
TOM SILVA,

rOH GENERAL CONTRACTOR

To minimize your
view of the joints in
wood crown, make
sure the copes and

beveljoints point
away from the room's
main entry, where You

might otherwise see
shadow lines

between sections.

Irovrr to install crown
- of hanging handsome crown molding

at thisoldhouse.com/bonus
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Crown molding is usually installed so that it appears

to run seamlessly around a room. Ifs easier to do

that with foam and plaster trim because their joints

are filled; they don't need to be perfect. With wood

crown, filling isn't an option-cuts have to be precise

so thatjoints are virtuallyinvisible. That's a challenge

inthe realworld, where corners are never exactly9o

degrees andwood fibers are constantly swelling and

shrinking. Here are twoways to keep joints tight.

Coping: This technique, used onlywithwoodcrown on inside corners, involves cutting along

the profile ofone strip so that it fits over the face ofthe adjoining one. It takes skill and time to

makethis cut,butit's muchbetterthananinside miterathidingajoint, and ifsforgivingof out-

of-square corners. To learn howto cut copes, go to thisoldhouse.com/bonus.

Corner blocks: These factory-made pieces, placed at outside and inside corners Ghown),

eliminatethe needforcopingormiter cuts; the crown ends justbuttup againstthe blocks'sides.

Aslightbevel inthe backofthe crown ensures tightjoints inout-of-square corners. Corner

bloclis come in different styles and can be used with any material. They do simplify joinery but

because theyprojectslightlybeyondthe profile, theycan intemrpt a crown's continuity.
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Morewaysto f
usecrown t

Ceilings and walls are not the onlv E
placeswhere moldingcan add style. hHere are some ways crown can boost

the decorative detail of existing
elements invourhome

t1

(}

L

e asashelf
Capped with a lx board, the
crown above this window
serves as a handsome shelf
for displaying baskets in a
pantry. Similar to shown:
4%-inch-high K8350 in
f inger-jointed primed pine,
$2.32 per linear foot;
kuikenbrothers.com

r oncabinets
ln a kitchen, crown molding adds

dimension to upper cabinets, making
them, and the room, feeltaller.
Similar to shown: 4%-inch-high

F45260 in poplar, $6 per linear foot;
forestermoulding.com

t

I

{ aboveanentry
Capping the head casing

with crown gives heft and
classical stature to any door

or passageway. Similar to
shown : lou/rs- i nch-high

MLD555-12 in polyurethane,
$12.82 per linear foot;

flrpon.com

a onamantel
Crown is a fitting way to finish the
top of a fireplace mantel. The outside
corners show off the molding's
shapely profile to full advantage.
Similar to shown: 37+-inch-high
TM3175 in white oak,97.55 per
linear foot; tmmill.com i
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE lOO
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T@ NEW DOORKNOBS TILTED TUB CRACKED CORIAN MORE o

I

tips, tricks,.and
answers to
vour home-

ifirorovement
ciuestions
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Why are there so
of wire

-CRISTELLE LAPRADE.
JERSEY CITY, N.J,

1f, As you can see from the wheel-style

[\ wire brushes on this brush-and-blade
, ll "tree," they do come in a variety of
diameters and widths-with fine, coarse,
straight, crimped, ortwisted bristles made
ofregular steel, stainless steel, bronze,
and brass-each one suited to a particular
metal-cleaning task. For example, to remove
rust from steel, a 4-inch wire wheel that
fits in a drilland has aggressive, crimped-
steel bristles is agood all-around choice.
(Brushes 6 inches or more in diameter
are intended for bench grinders.) But on
aluminum, stainless-steel bristles are better
becausethey won't leave black carbon
deposits. Softer brass or bronze brushes
won't spark or scratch steel. lfyou aren't
sure which brush to pick, a good rule of
thumb is to start coarse and go finer as the
jobdemands it. -THE EDTTORS

u* !''-
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-) Our cast of veteran experts

TOM SILVA
General Contractor

NORM ABRAM
tr,4aster Carpenter

RICHARD TRETHEWEY
Plumbing and Heating Expert

ROGER COOK
Landscape Contractor

KEVIN O'CONNOR
Host

I would like to replace my old, worn
doorknobs. But it seems wasteful to
replace the existing latch mechanisms
tob, because they work just fine. Can I

put new knobs on old door hardware?
-MARK STECKY, CHICAGO

Tom Silva replies: I7ith a bit of
luck, you might be able to find new
knobs that fit onto your existing
spindles, the square metal bars that
connect the knobs on both sides of
the door, but you'll probably have

an easier time finding knob sets,

pairs of knobs that are aheady at-
tached to spindles. Architectural sal-

vage yards are a good place to track
down vintage knobs; just be sure to
take one ofyour existing knobs and

its spindle with you to make sure the

new ones will fit. -With knob sets,

you can widen your search to online
sources because you just need to
match the length and width of your

existing spindle.
Then again, maybe you don't

have to replace the knobs at all' A
buffing wheel and a bit of multipur-
pose metal polish, Iike Flitz (flitz
.com), may be all it takes to have

your old brass and bronze knobs
glowing like new. Or if that seems

like too much work, consider turn-
ing the knobs over to a local hard-

ware restorer. One option for You
would be Al Bar \Tilmette in \7il-
mette, Illinois (albarwilmette.com).

To remove a doorknob, simPlY

loosen the set screw on the back
of the knob that holds it tight to the
spindle, then slide off or unscrew
the knob from the sPindle.
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OUT.OF.LEVELTUB
The upstairs bathtub is about
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7a inch lower on the wall side than
on the open side, leaving an uneven
gap between the wall tile and the
tub's edge. lthink the gap might be
the source of a slight leak affecting
the ceiling in the room below. ls it
possible to level a tub that's been
in place for 40 years?

-JOAN MIDDLETON, WARRINGTON, PA.

Richard Trethewey repties: If your
tub were lower on the open side than
the wall side, then it might be pos-
sible to shim it up and make it level.
But there's no way to shim up a tub
that's lower on the wall side.

The only way to level your tub is
to remove it, fix whatever is causing
it to tilt---+agging ioists, a rotting sub-
floor, a poor installation many years

ago, or all of the above-and reinstall
it. It's going to be a lot of work, and
will require the services of a plumber
to disconnect and reconnectthe tub's
water-supply and drain lines, but at
least you'll have the chance to inspecr
the floor and framing.

Or simply cover the gap with
5-inch-long strips of ceramic bead
molding, installed and grouted with
a tub-and-tile adhesive caulk. If that
doesn't stop the leak, I suspect that
your tub-drain assembly needs to be

fixed, which will involve cutting into
the ceiling below.

a BLUE SPRUCE,
BROWN NEEDLES

About 2O years ago, I planted two
rows of Colorado blue spruce trees
to create a privacy hedge and wind
break. I waited too long to thin
them out, so the remaining trees
have ugly brown lower branches.
Will they green up now that they're
getting more light?

-.JOHN POMARES, CHESTER. N.Y-

A Caulk-tube
punch

B Rebarspacer

C Flooring
wedge

D Or...

FOR THE ANSWER,
SEE PAGE 94

asl( <llrllrouse

The branches on these blue spruce died back because of overcrowding. The only
solution is to plant dense shrubs or another tree to hide the dead areas from view.

Roger Cook replies: Unfornrnatelg
spruce trees won't regrow new nee-
dles on brown branches. They may
throw out a few green branches from
the runk, but the brown branches
are dead and will never fill out. To
avoid this, I usually dig up some
of the trees when they srart to get
crowded and transplant them to
other parts of the yard. But at this
point, all you can do is fill in the spors
where trees have been removed.

First, prune off all the totally
brown branches. Any branch that
still has some green needles might be

okay. Then put in some large shrubs
that grow fairly fast. A plant like Vl-
burnum burkuoodii or Viburnum
nudum''W'interthur' will grow fairly
quickly and flower, too. Their dense
mass of branches would help cover
the dead areas even in winter after
they drop their leaves. An evergreen
alternative wo dd be Rh o do dendr on
catawbiense'Album' or'English
Roseum.'Either one would fill the
hole fairly quickly and provide flow-
ers and year-round greenery,

; REMOVEAGARAGE. SUPPORTPOST
We have a two-car garage with
a lally column roughly in the
middle, right where it interferes
with getting in and out of a parked
vehicle. ls there any way we can
remove this column?

-ELIZABETH CARLSON. CLEVELAND. TENN.

Tom Silva replies: Sure, bur ger-
ting rid of the post enrirely will be
expensive. That post is holding up
the middle of a beam, so if you take
the post away, the beam will have to
be replaced with one that is signifi-
cantly stiffer and heavier. And that
new beam would probably require
beefing up the walls under each of its
ends and possibly the footings un-
der each of those walls. This is not a
DIY projecr; you'll need a design ap-
proved by a structural engineer, and
a contractor to do the work.

You could save a lot of money
if you left the beam alone and just
moved the post slightly one way or rhe
other to give you enough clearance

\ rt{41'
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to open a car door. But ifthe post has

to be moved more than a few inches,

you may have to install another sup-

port column. Either way, bring in an
engineer to confirm whether it's safe

to relocate or add a post.

STAIR.TREAD SURPRISE
' 1;,. Afterwe removed the carpet

from our stairs, we discovered that
every oak tread has two pieces of
quarter-round molding nailed to
the front edge to form a half-round
nosing. Ugly, very ugly. Can we
replacethem with oak half-rounds,

milled to fit?

-DENNIS KLAVANS, MEDIA, PA,

Norm Abram replies: You could,
but you dont need to. I suspect that
your treads were probably square-

edged originally, and those quarter-
round moldings were added to make

it easier for the carpet to roll over
the front of the treads. That would
also explain why whoever installed
the moldings wasn't too concerned

about how they looked.
If these were my stairs, I'd simply

remove the molding pieces, fill the

nail holes with putty that matches

the wood color as closely as possi-

ble, then sand the top edges slightly
so that they won't splinter when
people step on them.

D-f, HINGE.PIN REMOVER

The Roberts Bang-lt allows you to knock
out hinge pins without damaging the
door or the hinge. And it has two holes to
hold the pins until it's time to put them
back. $16; amazon.com

94 THISOLDHOUSE.COM December2olo

'', I'd like to put one of those beautiful' ,;' round wood inlays in my wood floor.
How do I go about it? -ro*oT,RNER,LEESBURG,vA.

Charles Peterson of GPWood
Floors replies:'What you're
talking about is a floor medallion,
a type of ornamental flooring
designed to give a room a dramatic
decorative focal point. They're
made to order using colorful
pieces of precisely cut hardwoods
mounted to a plywood backing.
In the best ones, these pieces are

at least sAe inch thick and can be

sanded multiple times.
Installation requires cutting into

your floor with a router and then
bedding the medallion in adhesive

spread on the subfloor. The process

is painstaking but, thanks to the

router template supplied by the

factory, takes only a few hours.
Make sure to do these steps in

one go. If you wait more than a few
hours after routing the floor, your
cutout may change shape or size

slightly. forcing you to rout it again.

Charles Peterson sets a 36-inch
compass-rose medallion, made of
Brazilian cherry, walnut, maple, red oak,
and wenge, into a bed of adhesive.
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Cost: $500 to $3,100 for an
unf inished 36-inch medallion
Tlme:3 hours
Dificultg Moderate.
Requires making a precise cut
with a router.
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To receive literoture visit www.lhisoldhouse.com/morketploce - your online resource, or coll 800-424-0055

2OI. APPTIANCES

I. CLIMAfEMAIiIER ClimoteMoster cuis heoting
ond cooling costs up to 8070 using o geothermol
heot pump. Federol tox credits sove you on od-
ditionol 30% on totol inslollotion.

2. GE APPTIANCES & LIGHIING GE Applionces
ond Lighting mokes it eosy for consumers lo refresh
the look of their home with innovotive ond energy-
efficient opplionces ond lighting producis.

202, AUTOMOTIVE

3. FORD F-|50 The next F-150 hos orrived ond
from o frome lhot's twice os slrong to revolulionory
interiors-it's lhe toughest F-150 ever.

4. GMC SIERRA Home improvers need Profes-
sionol Grode support. GMC Sierros ore thot ond
more. Whelher you're putting up poneling or odd-
ing o new suife of rooms, GMC Sierro will moke
the losk eosier.

5. fOYOTA AVALON lntroducing lhe loiest in
fine trovel. Ample spoce, reclining reor seots ond
on incredibly smooih ride. The New Toyoto Avolon.
Comfort is bock.

203. BUITDING PRODUCTS

6. DIY NETWORK DIY Network is on on-oir, on-
line network thot provides in-depth proiect instruc-
tions. demonstrolions ond product iips for home
ond hobby enlhusiosts.

7. GREAT SruFF* INSI'IAflNG rcATA SEAIA}I|
GREAT STUFF* lnsuloling Foom Seolonts ore
designed to fill ond insulote gops. crocks,
window/door, electricol wiring ond other oreos
where unwonled penetrolions occur.

8. JAIAES HARDIE SIDING Engineered for
Climote'" slonds up 1o the elemenls, regordless of
locotion or horshness of the weother. Now thol's
peoce of mind.

9. KIDDE Kidde is the leoding monufocturer
o{ residentiol smoke ond CO olorms ond fire
extinguishers. You'll find our products notionwide
ot The Home Depol ond oiher reloilers.

I0. QUIKRETEo With over 200 products,
QUIKRETE@ hos whot you need for oll types
offordoble home improvement proiects. For
ond instruction, visit our websile.

204. FINANCIAT SERVICES/REAI ESTATE

I I, NATPNAI. ASSOCIAflON OF REAITORSO
Looking for resources you con use to mointoin ond
enhonce your home's volue? Visii Houselogic,
brought to you by the Notionol Associotiontf
REALTORS@.

12. SIATE FARII No one understonds your
insuronce ond finonciol needs like your neighbor-
hood Stole Form Agent. We live where you Iive.,

205. FLOORING

T3. AR'UISTRONG TAMINATE FLOORS LOOK
so reol, it's unreol. True to life designs, dromolic
beouty ond sophisticoted styles mole up our collec-
tion. Leorn more ol our websile.

I4. TUMBER LIQUIDATORS Lumber Liquidotors
is the leoding retoiler of quolity hordwood ilooring
ol the. lowest prices. They offei o voriety of bronds-
including Bellowood.

15. SHAW From corpet ond hordwoods, to
lominote, lile ond slone, Show Floors offers lhe
flooring to fit your style ond budget. Visit our
websile to leorn more.

of
ideos

207. K]TCHEN

CROWN POINf Fomily owned ond operoted.
Crown Point Cobinetry hos been hondcrofting lhe
finest quolity, oll-wood custom cobinetry for over
25 yeors. Avoiloble nolionwide.

16. THE HOME DEPOI The Home Depot is more
thon o store. lt's where you'll find the know-how to
get your home improvement proiecls done right.

208. LAWN/GARDEN, POOL/sPA/PATIO

CUB CADET Cub Codel is the leoder in premium
outdoor power equipment with innovotive products
including wolk-behinds, riding troctors, zero turn
mowers ond chore equipmeni.

17. TREX@ Trex@is introducing lhe revolulionory
new Trex Tronscend"decking ond roiling syslem.
Tronscend outperforms wood, composite ond PVC.

2IO. PAINT/STAIN

BEHR PAINTS A point ond primer in one,
BEHR Premium Plus Uhro'" lnterior is the lolesl
innovotion from BEHR Points.

I8. DAP Protect your home with DAPe 3.0*.
Wilh Kwik Dry@ Technology, it's reody for woter
exposure in 3 hours. versus the 24 hours some
bronds require. Dop 3.0'" is oll you need to know.

I9. I INWAX At Minwox, we're olwoys working
on new ideos, formuloting innovotive products ond
looking for befier woys to beoulify, prolect ond
resiore wood. Visil our websiie lodoy.

20. UGt Protecl your home wiih Dryloko Mosonry
Woter-proofer. Guoronteed lo siop woler-obove
ond below grode. For odditionol informotion or o
deoler neor you, visil our websiie.

21 2. PLUAABING FIXTURES/HVAC/BATH

2I. DETTA At Deho@, our foucets ore more thon
iust foucets-becouse we poir smort feolures
with beoutiful design. Visit our website for more
informolion.

22. KOHTER Order o complete sei of full-color
producl colologs covering boths ond whirlpools,
showers, lovotories, toilets ond bidets, kitchen ond
entertoinment sinks. foucets ond occessories. ($ 1 5)

23. MOEN Moen delivers beoutiful, relioble ond
innovotive foucets, showerheods ond occessories
designed for your life. Free literoture is ovoiloble.

24. TRANE You olwoys know when it's o Trone
home, becouse Trone nol only heols ond cools,
il olso removes up io 99.98 percent of oirborne
o llergens.

25. UPONOR Uponor is o leoding monufocturer
ond supplier of PEX-o plumbing ond rodiont heoting
sysiems for residenliol ond commerciol building
morkels ocross North Americo ond Europe.

26. YORK York's Premium Air Condilioners, Heot
Pumps ond Furnoces ore sleek, quiet ond efficient.
Homeowners hove o choice of multiple home
comfod syslems including multi-stoge cooling ond
moduloting furnoces.

214. TOOTS & EQUIPMENT

28. ARROW lntroducing R.E.D." from Arrow
Fostener. These professionol tools ore designed
built to be Relioble, Ergonomic ond Duroble.
Building lools lhot work when you work.

29. GENERAC Generoc is the #l nome in
outomotic home stondby generotors. offering o
full line of goseous-fueled models with oulputs
ronging from 7-150 kilowotts.

30. SCOICH8 TOUGH TAPE Scotch@ Tough Duct
Tope delivers strenglh ond versotility for mony op-
plicotions. When conditions ore horsh, ond proiects
ore tough, Scolch@ Tough Duct Tope is lougherl

31. SIANTEY FAfmAX TAPE RULES Stonley
FotMox Tope Rules deliver I I feet of stondout.
Duroble Blode Armor protecls the firsl six inches of
the blode, ond o Mylor film protects oll morkings.

2r6. WtNDOWS, DOORs, ETC.

32. rYlARVlN WINDOWS & DOORS Ger new
window ond door ideos {or your home. Stort build-
ing your vision wilh this informoiive free brochure
from Morvin Windows ond Doors.

RESOURCES
Ar{ERtCASq Ir{TL" TSSL rru&,, t?,t{.
Dust-free sonding

33. ATLANTI$ RAiL Stoinles steel deck roilings

34, EAEN ti6HT tLEeTntC The originol born light

35. FROGTAP€ FrogTope with PointBlock technology

36. GORILIA gLUf, Bonds wood, stone, metol, more

37. GREEN BE"IOLITION'
Reqded luxury kitchens, estotes ond surplus

38. HOUSE OT ANTTQUT HARDWARI
Reproductions true to originol

39. HYDRO-SIL Room-by-room heoiing system

40, THE IRON SllOP Leoding monufocturer of
spirol sto;r kih

KAYNE & SON CU3TOM HARDtilAiC Cusrom
{orged inierior ond qterior hordwore

41. ,SOHAECH COVERS Custom rodistor covers

42. NU-\ArAl Restorotion products

uR. ONETDA Cyclonic wod dust colleclion syslems

44. RCGGIO REGTSTERS Heot grilles ond registers

45. RESEARCH PROOU{TSy'BLANKENSHIP
lncinolel - First ever incineroior loilel

46. ffi$ICRATION Restorotion & onlique hordwore

47. SAUIER INDUSTRTES Spirol sroir kih

48. SllUfiEn BLINDS Autheniic period wooden
blinds ond shutters

49. SlflART-BlT PPO PLtJc $yS?[M For dcks,
flooring ond woodworking

50. SU&FACINGSOLUTION Whire siyrene rin
styled ponels

5 I . TEI?IFUR-PEDIC Pressure-relieving Swedish
mqliresss

52. VIXEN HILL Cedor outdoor products

2I3. SPECIALTY ITEMS & SERVICES

27. NKBA The Notionol Kitchen & Both Associo-
tion is dedicoied exclusively to the kitchen ond both
industry. To get the NKBA s free consumer wo*book,
visit our website.

LINE PRODUCT I NFORMAI'ION
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Cover: For more

information, see the

listing for "Get This Look;'

Before + After
Kitchen:
Practicality meets
period style

(pp.25-28) Kitchen designer and custom
cabinets: Rebekah Zaveloff . KitchenLab

LLC, Chicago, lL: 77 3- 495- 4383:
kitchenlab-chicago.com. Pendant lighting:
Schoolhouse Electric; schoolhouseelectric
.com. Breakfast nook pendant light, and
wall-hung fixtures: Circa Lighting;
877 -7 62-2323; circalighting.com.
Refrigerator: GE Profile PSB42YGXSV, GE;

ge.com. Stone mosaic tile: Bishop 4-inch
border in Linen, Emperador Dark, and Nero

Pure Black, Ann Sacks; 800-278-8453,
annsacks.com. Subway tile: Stellar in

Vanilla, Sonoma Tilemakers, Windsor, CA;

7 07 -837 -8777 ; sonomatilemakers.com.
Backsplash border tile: lvory and

Burgundy (1R92-36), Burgundy (KJP-

6HRS), and lvory and Burgundy (1R46-16),

K.J. Patterson lnc.;626-472-7157 (f or
distributors). Range: TTN331-7W, Five

Star; fivestarrange.com. Hood: DAH1836,

Vent-A-Hood: 8OO-33L-2492; ventahood
.com. Cabinet knobs and pulls:
Restoration Hardware; 800-910-9836;
restorationhardware.com.

Budget Redo: A transformedhalf
bath for just $172 (p. 31) Paint: Green

Tea I CC-56, Behr: 877 -237 -6158; behr.com

Shopping: Wall-mount mailboxes
(pp.33-35) Thanksto Nancy Pope, historian
and curator, Smithsonian National Postal

lVluseum; postalmuseum.si.edu.

Paint ldeas: Create acurvy
tuIoroccan-star design (p p. 36*37)
Decorative painter: Brian Carter, Atlanta, GA;

67 8-642-3409; bcarterartanddesign.com.

Get This Look: Craftsman-style
hoiiday entry (pp.38-j9) Wreath:
Christmas in the Woods, The trlagnolia

Company; themagnoliacompany.com. Faux

berries: Light Red Frost Berry Pick, Jamali

Garden; jamaligarden.com. Ribbon: ZVz-inch

Copper Taffeta, Jamali Garden. Doormat:
Doormat Collection inBerry #22839, Garnet

Hill; garnethill.com. Sconce: Bandon in

Antique Copper with Brown & Caramel art
glass, Re.iuvenation; rejuvenation.com.

Planter: "[t/alaga 45" l73/t'inch square

terra-cotta-look planter, Jamali Garden.

Bench: Weathered Outdoor #32069,
Grandin Road; grandinroad.com. Pillow:
Thorny Rose in Burgundy from Ford

Craftsman Studios, Oak Park Home &
Hardware; 708-445-3606; oakparkhome
-hardware.com. House numbers: Cast

Copper Arts & Crafts, Oak Park Home &
Hardware. Firewood bucket: Large Copper

Log Bucket, Plow & Hearth; plowhearth.com.

Price Wise: Bow-
back Windsor side
chairs @. a5) High
End: The Windsor Chair

Shop, Clarksville, N/O;

573-242-37QO:
thewindsorchairshop
.net. Budget: Pottery

Barn; potterybarn.com.

TQH TV: Front and center (pp. 47-49)
Architect: Harriet Christina "Chris" Chu,

AlA, West Newton, tt/A; 617-965-8094;
chrischuarchitect.com.

Home Center Project: Make atrestle
table (pp. 51-54) All materials available at

Lowe's; 800-445-6937; lowes.com.

Making, a Vintage Cottage Her Own:
(pp. 70-75) General contractor: Jonathan

Rogers, lmpact LLC, Little Rock, AR;

501-690-7575; littlerockpaintingand

Selection r The Lowest Prices r "lndy"Fast" DeliveryThe Largest
a

compexsupply
1OO THISOLDHOUSE.COM December2010
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NEED PLUMBING OR HEATING SUPPLIES?
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Save 596 when You
use coupon code &LUtl$U$f;
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remodeling.com. Designer: Blake Jackson,

Little Rock, AR; 501-416-7550. Foyer:
Garland: Hobby Lobby; 800-888-0321;
hobbylobby.com. Dlrdng room: Rug;

Courtesy of Joseph Saab, Oriental Rug Co.;

5Ol-663-1M4. Coconut cake: Courtesy of
Mary Shermer, York Family Catering,

Russellville, AR; 479-968-5258;
yorkfamilycatering.com. Table, linen
runner, napkins, and hurricanes: Pottery
Barn: potterybarn.com. Livlrql room: Rug:

Courtesy of Joseph Saab, Oriental Rug Co.

Red leather chair: Courtesy of David

Handbacon, Hambuchen Home Furniture,

Conway, AR; 501-327-6523. Green throw:
Steinmart: 888-783- 4662; www.steinmart
.com. Painting on mantel: By Lange Cheek,

Courtesy of Cantrell Gallery, Little Rock, AR;

5Ol-224-L335; cantrellgallery.com. Master
bath: Glazing and painted stripes: Gina

Lowery, Faux Fabulous : 507-247 -3113.

Master bedroom: Photographs: By

Andrew Kilgore, Courtesy of Cantrell Gallery.

AIl About: Crown Molding (pp.82-89)
Thanks to Brent Hull, hullhistorical.com.
Richard Sammons, Fairfax & Sammons

Architects, New York, NY;

fairfaxandsammons.com. For additional

information about crown molding, reod

Get Your House Right: Architectural
Elements to Use & Avoid, by Marianne

Cusato & Ben Pentreath with Richard

Sammons & Leon Krier, Sterling Publishing.

Ask This Old House (pp. 91-98)
Cracked Corian sink Back to Perfection;

Solana Beach, CA; 888-595-2357; backto
perfection.com. Questlon of the Month:
Urethane wood-f looring adhesive: Bostik's
Best; bostik-us.com. Adhesive remover:
Bostik's Ultimate. Thanks to Charles

Peterson, CP Wood Floors, Gales Ferry, CT;

860-464-5001; cpwoodf loors.com. Tool
test:3Z-inch spade bit lrwin Speedbor

#88812; irwin.com. 3-inch lag screws:
fastenerconnection.com. i
Ttme lnc, and Thls Old Hous€ yenturcs do not andorse any
prcduct or servlce mentionad or advertised in this magaz,ne.

This 0ld House (ISSN 1086-2633) is published monthly, except ior tieJanuary/February
and JulylAu8ust issues, by This 0ld HouseVentures, lnc.,135West 50th St., NewYork,

NY10020 (GSTR: 127109858). Canada Post Publications [,lailAgreement flo. 40110178.

Return undelilerable Canada addresses to: Postal Stn. A, P.0. Box 4015,Toronto 0N M5W

2T2(GSTR:127109858). Principal office: Rockefeller Centei NewYork, NY10020 1393

(212'522'9465).Ann S. [/oore, chairman, CE0,Time lnc.; HowardAverill,Treasurer

O20I0This 0 d HouseVentures, lnc. Vol.15, No.10.All righh reserved. Reproduction in

wholeorin pad withoutpermission is prohibited. Periodicals postage paid at NewYork,

NY and additional mail ing ofiices. Postmaster: Send addre$ changes to This 0ld House.

P0. Box 62376, Tampa, FL 33662-3768; 1'800-898-7237 U.S. Subscriptions: $19.95 for

one yearThis old House and theThis old House Window are registeredtrademarksof
This0ld HouseVentures. lnc. Printed in the ll.S.A.
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could be the most useful
tool in your shop. It's where
that elusive hardware solution,
piece of hardwood, unique
innovative tool or jig that
project to the next ievel.
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O rder On I i ne at wvvw, pexsu pply,com
Save 59l/o when you use coupon code OLDHOUSE

(Offer Expires 1 2131 /1 0)
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www. pexsu pply. com . 888.757,477 4
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WHERE VINTAGE dnd MODERN COLLTDE*

Your online source for Sconces, Goosenecks,

Pendonts, ond vintoge-inspired Porceloin
Enomel Shodes.

00 0.40 7.0764 w ww.bo rn lig htelectric.com

r1d

A
The Nation's leader in quatity tongue-n-groove

Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneting.

GREAT FOR:

New or Existing Homes r Basements o Dens r Rec Rooms
Kitchens o Baths r Studies. Garages o Out Buitdings o Cottages

Skytine Woods'finest of log home products are avaitable at the
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!

Call (800) 818-9971 . woodworkersshoppe.com

$H*pFeYHffi

We Guarantee It!Customer
Sotisfaction.

Custom" Period.
I)esigned. Delivered. Dir:ect

Furniture that fits.

Tiue custom cabinetry{

The perfect fit for

your period home.

,\rrailable clirect, nationn ide

.CABINTTRY

Fine Qualiry Custom Cabinetry

Hmdcrafted For Your Entire Home

800-999 -4994' wwwcrown-point.com
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VintageDoors.com
Fnrn Cararoc: (800) 787-2001.

H andcraft ed S oliil W o o d D o ors
ANv Drsrcx - ANy SrzE - ANry Woop

Units . Interior . DutcltScreen/Storm . Er

CL.ESSIC GUTTIR SYSTIMS, L.L.C.
. Heavy duty copper. aluminum &

galvalume half round gutter

Ph. (269) 66,s-2700 . Fax. (269) 665- I 2j4
PO. Box 2319 . Kalamazoo. MI 49)0 1

For complete line visit: www.classicgutters,com

. Up to 26'shipped

26 styles of
cast fascia
brackets

nationally
. Buy Direct

ADVERTISEMENT

Finest selectiot+'ffi

conlemporory

Europeon stov.gffi
ond fireploces",

Flatfire
Gos

FIR BY DESIGN

T.914.764.s679

Soiral
'Stair Kits

r

Add affordable beauty

and space saving

functionality

to any room.

G
E

Metal Spiralsfrom $495

From simple

elegance to ornate
, Victorians...

!
3

Oak Spirals from

Call for tf:e Ff,EE Col6r CatAiog I :

f AOO-523-7427 esk for Ext. ToH
or visit our Web Srte af
www. T h e I ro n S h o o. co m lTO H

the

*liiraf .,3tait:

that's right for '

your budget. .

ihe leoding Monufocturer ot Spfol Sroi( Kitso

Proudly made in the U.S.A. since 1951

i:ilr{ ,

E:iI T
!

TIIE INON
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w
Inncr glas e lntel/..or Stom Windows:

" Maintain the chrm md bauty of you
uisting windows

' Signifimdy reduce heating md cooling bills
. Compresion-Fit to eliminate dra.fts ompletely

'Grerdy reduce outside noise
. Are perfect for enclosing soeen porches

' Say€ enefgy, saye money md save historyl

l-800-7 43-6207 . w.stormwindows.com

Whdotu$tffi,uc
The Conpresion.Fit Advanage

WWW. E LI T ETR I MWO R KS. CO M
905-760-r665

Eosy to lnstoll Woinscoting Kits

Sove time, effort ond oggrovotionl The

Grobit@Pro tool lets you remove dom-

oged screws ond bolts eosier ond foster

lhon ony other tool ovoiloble. lt's on

essentiol for every toolbox, from weekend

worriors to experienced coniroctors.

FOR INFORMATION VISIT OUR

WEBSITE AT: WWW.AIDN.COI$

#Srakit.Pr*
PRQ.GR,CDI DAMA€ED SCREW & BOLT RTMOVAL

=*".lW&,
Superior Removol By DesignrM

Avqilqble ot the following retoilers:

#mFffiffirm
(pd*i.ipoiifl g loco,ions)

,,A PI,ANTATION SIIUTTERS
-€8.s--.\, www.shutterblinds.com

erilunroE nue l' 8 o g- 2f 
P;f, 9?i[

n**

DAfvIAGED
SCREW OR BOLT?

GET IT OUT!

DAII/TAGED SCREW
AND BOIT REMOVAL

fool on eorth...

eosiest
effective

Get fhe
qnd most

ffi

5
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MANUFACTURERS OF PERIOD
LICIITIXE FIITUBES & GLf,gA SllIDES

,a;i ,

a &SP
Absolutely Odorless . Non-Greasy

f:---
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-T
forolree catolog:

1 - 8 O O - 63 O - 7 1 1 3 or scho olho use electric. com

2 1? -779
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Buy today or find a store near you
l-800-275-27\8
cr 2010 The O'Keffes Compmy

D
I

lJ'
6)

Tf{]:hxr.."

T'"'J;3""'.-

Sheetrock / Utility

@
. i,... =.,.,fl\

Carpet / Rooring

Carpet

,*.

Jabsaw

Quick. Easy
And Powerful

The most versatile knife on the market
is also the easiest to use. The Clauss

SpeedPak's 10-Blade cartridge system
is a piece of cake. No digging for spare

blades or a screwdriver. Just snap the

ClaussCo.com/toh
(80o) 835-2263 X126

cartridge into the knife and get a new blade
in seconds. Allowing you to stay sharp.

Utility, Hook, Dubbed and Serrated... 4 Blade
cartridges, one solution... Speedpak.Available at
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THE ARTISAN
COLLECTION

ctRcA r 910

',282,074

E.U. P.t. Pcnd.

Vacuum Not
lncluded.

I:
Made in USA

TIOUE HARO

i'r"" 
Enioy the convenience,

cleonliness of INCINOLET in
.'r',li your cobin, home, dock, or boot,

INCINOLET incinerotes woste to

cleon osh, only electricity needed.
l20 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET - stoinless steel, Americon
mode for yeors of sotisfoction.

Used in oll climotes orouird the world. 
ITested, listed by UL

NSF

USCG

LUXURY BeRcltN
HUNTERS CLUB

ruEl
JOIN

-Oneidaafl:=3UV

--

List Price: $59,000
Soldlor: S19,000

$70,000
sr2,000

Lisl Price
Sold for:

List Price: $l 75,659
Sold for: 540,000

II IIlr tt
Extremc

SavE THOUSANDS ON
REcvcr-ED LuxuRY Klrcngrus

Recycled kitchens slorling of 53,000

Nolionwide ShiPPing

www.Green Demolilions.com

888-887-521 I

Sfores in:
Norwolk, CI
Riverdole, NJ

Honesdole, PA

GnrEnt
DEruounoNs

INCINOTET
ELECTRIC INCINTRAT!NG TOITTTS

Coll I -800' 527-55 5l www.incinolel.com
R[S[AR(H PR0DUOS . 2639 Andion ' Dsllor, Iexos 75220

--.

PESOTIPCES ) 1 )-77o-7 1 7)

PERIoD HOME COIIECTIONS m
{
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The Dust Depiifu's cyclonic action '!
eliminates clogged filters for maximum

vacuum performance.
Dust can clog fllter?s almost lmmediately. Our
patented award-winnlng design retollts easily to
any shop vecuum end temoves over 9994 of dust

Order Online at CaU foryour FREE catalog!

oneida-air.com 800.732.4065

:.9

\. 1:1 ; r:r::
1. :.::.::"&, r€e
:- - - --*--,rrY1r-r{trlfu*,

I

Free Shipping on 0rders Over $100 www.H0AH.biz

rH

lr lrll trt'a

\v

KITCHENS RECYCLED
FROM MANSIONS,
ESTATE }JOMES;

LUXURY APARTMENTS
AND SHOVI/ROOMS
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212-77e 7172 RES0URCES

SAVE UP TO

HYDRO.SIL NEDUCES

Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual room heating
system that can save you hundreds of dollars in home
heating costs by replacing old and inefficient heating.
It can replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil
furnace and woodstoves.

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the
heater is a sealed copper chamber filled with a harmless
silicone fluid designed for heat retention qualities.

The fluid is quickly heated by a varying amount of

nEIqIm![?CCd . pfspqtiqnal pwe! This exclusive
technology greatly increases energy savings.

cHECr( | titAgTERcaRD I vtEA I DltcovER

Enil oN HorrrE HEATNG cosrsr
U|| . *;fio,, fi;;ffi'm* you;ffi;

Never heve to buy furl-oll, gar,

f.i,l"llLi:.Y.?od-ever 
tsdn I 

@.Lifetimewarranty,noservicecontracts M
.Safe, complete peace of mind
. Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe
. U.L. listed
. Preassembled-ready to use
. Portable (110V) or permanent (220V)
. Whole house heating or single room

50 YEAR PAINT. No peeling or cracking.
Window putty, Purified Boiled and
Raw Linseed Oil, Linseed Oil Varnish, Soap,
Stain and Wax. www.solventfreepaint.com
Ph 58s 924-8070

lnfrared Paint Remover. Scrapers.
Hand Free Attachments. Lead Safe.
www.silentoaintremover.com Ph 585 924-8O7O

Thmblatch Etrfy Sets
Smp Hinges (fimctional & faux)
C6t Brass & BroMe
Krtchen and Hemh Truly Hand Forged Hildwde
Cuage md Bm todo/" Made iD $e U.S.A.

Ca@logs 55.00

Kayne and Son curon rrardltre. rnc.
10 DaniclkdgeRd. DcprTOH ()ndler,N.C. 28?15

(828) 667{861t Fd: (828) 66s303

f;ililt-t ^'lBlfiilt^ DrscorrNr s&H ory.

8'2000 w 250-300 sf 9319 $25
6'1500 w 180-250 sl 9289 $25
5'1250w 130-180sf $259 $25
4']000w l00J30sf $239 $18

3'750 w 75100 sf $189 $18
2'500 w 50-75 sf 9169 $18
Thermostats - Call foroptions & exact heater needed.

ilovoLTPoRTABLES otscouNT--.._-..(Thamo5tatlncluded.> pntCe stE alY'

5'Hydro Max300l50Ow $239 $25
Flat Radiant 750-1500 w 9169 $25
Heavy Duty(240v)4000w $329 $25

Htt.llunllsil..0llt

NAMt

_zlP _
PHONE

HYDRO.StL, p,O, BOX 662, FOnt r{tLL, !e 297t!

PAINT / VARNISH REMOVERS

FOR TTOTES, OF'F,CES, CrrUeCHAS, ,,ySTrrUrrOrVS

FROil $ 45.00
ElrY FACIOiY UnEfi IsflE. E BYIOAS3EME
IAllY 3WLE8 r COLORS. BArED BaAreL FhtrSll
S.ndrr.00 flr8rocDurta. Fry'atilrfi/r v$ Otdrr,.

tOHARCllo"v.
P.O. BOX &l6.r1t KERO RD- CAnLSTADT. lU Orr2

(201 F07€551 uryurv.monadtoorott.oom

ALL

?'h/rr%Zrf * €oroVorry
Wood Turnings for Porches & Stair*ays

o Stock or Custom Designs .Authentic Replications o prompt euality Service .
oPorch Posts . Balusters . Newels . Spindles . Finials o Handrailo

olengths To 12 Feet o Free Brochure o

1-EU-527-9064 Fax 701-642-4204
E- M oil : info @ cinderw hit. com
Websile : w w w. cinderw hit.c om

733 ElevenlhAvenue South.Wahpeton, ND S80Zs

Salter Spiral Stair.com
Buy Factory Direct with Coast-to.Coast Delivery

Designux,Strensh
UN.COMPROMISED

ffi
Classic Steel Stairs
torged lron Stairs
Solid Wood Stairs

. Aluminum Deck Stairs
Exterior Galvanized Staim

MILL DIRECT

WIDE
'1" t0.ay' &bwer Prices
Superior Quality Kiih O;ed Ogyo

WOOD IDEA
v j4 Deer Run Lane

Mercer, ME 0495?
20?.587.4812

You ne€d 
,,

Relqu{ges
for your business

to groW. "
For advertising opportunities,

contact Jennifer lzzo
at tledia People IRc. today!

' 2l1lZ79-71:72
iizzo@midiapeeple.com

,-r.
*J

ADDR6S

Contact us
totlry tor
lnio rnd

FREE
catrlogl
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.\a M 1ru
STAND,M A

\,

Protect vour floors from
scratchei and water damage
The Christmas Tree Stand MAT" protects beautiful hardwood
floors and carpets from the scratches, spills and water stains
associated with holiday decorating. Used with a live or artificial
tree, The Christmas Tiee Stand MAT'" is sure to keep your
holiday festive for years to come.

r'* ,'-F
E,'

I

30 inches round I Reversible
Prevents soak-through and .scratches

Durable and Easy to clean

@iff,*i*:l*
I
I'tllt ltl lllt UJI

Available at participating ACE, True Value, Do lt
Best Hardware Stores, Christmas Stores. www.splattermat.com I 866.47 4.5572

\IAR HeatinU Bills

50%wl0

Sofe oround kids & pels

/ Connol slort o flre r

/ Comporoble heolers sell i

for $397 ro$497 i

/ Limiled lifelime worronly :

/ Heots evenly floor to ceiling I

3 Eosy Woys lo Order Your iHeoter:

t. cott I -877-8Ol -2680
Cloim Code: 6530 to order
by MoslerCord, VISA, AMEX, Discover

2. Order online ot www.iHeoters.com

3. Scnd check or money order lor $279 plvs

$l 9.99 S&H. Toiol $298.99 for eoch iHeoter to;

TTI

Dept 6530
59O2 Hcwthorn Pork Dr.

lndionopolit, lN 45220

I

I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
I

I

I

I

,fi,[l-f;-oilHt

5hown here iieoter miiilil'inl000 (heols up lo 1000 sq. fl.)

rv
model lHl 500 wi Remote (he0i5 0p lo I 500 5q. fl

rH-1000

low

Risk Free Money Bock Guoronle!

RESOURCES

lDkl; an4+4o^

1 s

",

,rr*# d

YOU CAI.I PAY MORT,
BUI YOU WON'T GEI MORE!

--T-r r I
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330 ST0RES l{ATtllltwtllE
Store Locator 1-800-657-8001 HarborFreight.com

Shop 0nline at

0
A]IY

slilGtf,
ITEIU!

HARBOR FREIGHTTOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low prices

FAGTORY DIREGT
TO YtlU!

How does Harbor Freiglrt Tools sell
high quality tools al such ridiculously
low prices? We buy direct lrom the
lactories who also supply the major
brands and sell direcl to you. lt's iusl
lhat simple! Gome see lor yoursell al
one ol our 330 ST0RES llATl0NWlDE and

use lhis 20o/o Ott Coupon on any ol our
7,000 products. We stock Aulomotive
producls, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools,
Tarps, Compresson, Air & Power Tools,

Material Handling, Woodworking Tools,

Welders, Tool 8oxes, 0utdoor Equipment,

Generalors, and much more.

]I(IB(IDY BEATS (lUB OUALITY,

SEBVICE AIID PRIGE!

We Have 10 Million Satisfied Gustomes

{ We my Factory Ilirect and Pas the SAUIilGS on to Y0U!
LltEIIt'lEWffiAtlTY

oumrm!

r/ Strop & Compare (lur Ouality Bran6 Against 0lher tlational Brands

{ Thousands ol People Srritch to llartor Frcight loots Euery Day!

r/ rO mSu RETuRlt p(lu0y { Famity 0med & opemted

We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price Within I Year 0l purchase!

slore. u!d

ollerL--_

8ny one

Hausield

oBhfie Cm4orird vali,
Seryice

Vatrlltrod 3/9i11.

rllllrillll[fil[lt]|IltlLillliltlillutllt i

:u:r:r2o_ _ _ _ J

Get More Goupons at HarborFreight.com/oldhouse
.I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

crfluttrttffic]
3 GAttol{ 100 PStl
(IIIIESS PAI{GAIEI
AIR COMPRESSORI

Lot ro. gszzs I

60'' HARDW(I(}B

l$T
4830

99
SAUE
450/o

T00t
r0T N0.

PIECE

4 DRAWEB
T00r cltEsI
IIIGLUDEO!

$39ee Tools sold sparately.

@BJJ.hs
LoT lto. 93454

$129ee
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

L

REG. PRICE

$64.9S SAYE
460/o

REG. I I
PRICE. .

sz4.9grl
il
il

REG. PRICE $193,99

L]odna drq

$1

SAYE
6!io/o

SAYE
$70

Illltil ililtlltfi $il1 l|ll ilil lillt tilil l]llilt22446520
HARBOq FF'IGBT TOOLS ( IfflII 1$

r lllr r fi r rfl r!l!!l[u[L!il] tillt tilt ru

I ilrfl lllfi ililil]It ruil fi il ffil lill fi ilt$60940772
lIARAOB fBfIGHT TOOLS TIMII 1

il
L

a

ffi:
J
-I

I

I

I

I

I

I

HAABOB FREIGHT TOOLS. LITII 1 12" RATCHET
BAR

$199 *',ft
I ril r fi llJillluul!ffiJ flxtil fiil ffit

BECIPR(ICATII{G SAW
WITH ROTATII{G HAI{DLE

CHICAGO
FEntEFowEEl

REG. PBICE $39.99

Illfl rl.$lJlpll,,ryI $il]rI illl

CTAMP/
SPREADER

uh131*Lh

LOT NO.
67256 MUTTIFUI{CTIOlI

POWER TOOI LOT NO.
46807

$29ee SAYE
TlYo

s/tyE
fi%REG. PRICE

159.93

H
s
CHICAGO
FE}II'3Fffi68

SAUE
illolo

ffiiffi-#
l Il]r lllI iilrrui|lliul|uil i] r l ilt lilt

17 OIFFEREIIT ATIACIIMEITS
AVAILABTE III OUR STORES!

HAAAOF FAEIG{T TOOLS , LIMIT I

3A,11.

rooo ra. illlllllilfi Ilfi l|lillllil][ililflililfiilHt
CAPACITY uonro"",'#Bir'7&Ls r rMr r 1

$699,,,t':ft
r-or no. I

97626
rillulur{uuillllt lil[ tiluil

93888 I

SAYE
46To

L, J

$

HARBOF FREIGHT TOOLS LITIT

SAUE 80o/o I0DAY - SH0P 0llUllE at HarborFreight.com
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savethlsoldhouse
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Selma, Ala.

A.C. ae"ves.
))n )-tr )a)a
JJ+-Jl J-JOJO

The history: After the Civil War, it
didn't take long for the people of
Selma, Alabama, to dustthemselves
off and start rebuilding. Among the

first new residences to rise from the

rubble was this Gothic Revival

designed by the firm of Richard

Upjohn (the same guys who did New

York City's famed Trinity Church). lt
was built in 1868 by an aff luent

Confederate Army lieutenant named

William Weaver. William was the

father of acclaimed artist Clara

Weaver Parrish, who, along with

wowing critics in New York and Paris

with her paintings, worked for Louis

Comfort Tiffany designing stained-
glass windows all over the country.

The house is known locally as

"Weaver Castle." since it was

modeled after castles built along

Germany's Rhine River.

Whysaveit?The
house still has many

of its regaldetails,
including stained-glass
windows, a ballroom,

and millwork made from

walnut trees felled right

on the property.

What it needs:
Abandoned fo r over 25

years, it'll require all

new systems and a ton

of cosmetic work to
bring this castle-in-the-
rough upto snuff.

_KEITH PANDOLFI

Fixing up is hard to do. So as a Proud Preservation Parlner of Save This Old House, Behr will

help ease the way by providing up to 20 gallons of interior andlor exteriol paint to the buyer

of this house-at no charge. For more details, writeto toh-marketing@timeinc'com

-l The 3,925-
square-foot house
is located in a
National Historic
District. -11 The
ballroom features
walnut columns
and millwork.
.'i This staircase
replaced a

damaged original
in the late 180Os.
-1 A parquet floor
in the ballroom.
J Thesestained-
glass windows
might have
inspired Clara
Weaver Parrish's
Tiffany creations.

Gotahouse?
lf you know of an old

house that should

be saved and is for
sale, write to This

Old llouse. 135\,liest

50th Street. Nerv

York, NY 10020 or

savethisoldhouseia

timeinc.conr
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EMEI
SIERRA HD

LtItlK WHtl'S BEEN REMtltlELING AGAIN.
THE FIRST-EVER S!ERRA DENALI HIl.

We didn't simply engineer the most powerful Sierra HD ever. We engineered the first Denali HD ever. It offers plenty of
capability, with up to 2,908 lbs of payload* and up to 17,200 lbs of fifth-wheel trailering.** And it comes with the chrome
grille and uplevel interior you expect in a Denali. The new sierra Denali HD from GMc. wE ARE pRoFESsloNAt GRADE

GMC.COM/SIERRA
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This year, Lowe's became the first product retailer to win ENEBGY STAR's highest honor

for helping you save money and energy. By using ENERGY STAB@-qualified products, the

typical household can save up to 30 percent on energy bills, or about $700 a yearl

To start saving today, see an associate or vislt Lowes.com/RebateFinder. Let's Buitd Something Together"

t

*Source: 
US EpA. Appliances shown: Washer#315990 Dryer#16296. @2010 by Lowe's. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC.
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