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Simple wall paneling
Furniture finishes with patina
Vintage-look coatrack

.t

I
@

qi!

p.a-:i\i €-
b

{t.
(,J-r. I

r

I89q-Egll Z _-/r,l r,,rrHrjrrldu .Xr.;/:lH,Jt.lIrJrf, fH ./.?_rIt,Dr-ltIrr s ,rrini,j
ilOBi ,Jl,:ti troBit#44.+4444.r t/./,J5)f,l).119+

I NI

I lr

I
ia

I

an

SEpTEMBER 2or2 | THrsolDnousr.cou E

Ir,,{ltl,{t,{,ltlf ttl{l{lrl{.rrf rtglr,r,l,r,rlril,lll,rprl,{r{l
a

iq I:; r:i6 j

nO{OOA

5'jl J 5I/ f'r-O

- :.: 
-i:lj j ,.' 

. . ;: t.i':r,ittiq l.il-\7 i:t.t" t! r,_ r, J.,.'.t I t. :,{ -,= 
U: :,o ..,,,.*

m

G
Lr_,,l

II

r,il

a

cfs

i

trl.'. .l
.,'i. , 

,
--<

:!
I

15 cqzy
window

seat
ideas

p.8o



m

-

a( e..t Wr ffi
i
I

lil
ii

h

I
i

l'

F

t_

I 'l

/t)

'ar
a;

i
ai.?j
x1

il

\

\ u *
i_

\\ \

1

j
I

\
\\

f t 1) Ep.A e$imated Ht;{y MpG, 4x2 model comparis6n. 2) See dealer for copy of powertrain limited warranty. Ram is a registered trademark 0f Chrysler Group LLC'

\
" ,q. !: ,'iirl

Qn;'



++ ++

,al!

PtlITE R $t'-

IIUIUGI3Y
N

R,AIII 150(D

rRST
[]NLY RAM GETS '.NT h#+illrui

E TYI

WITH EVERY ENGINE ACR(ISS THE ENTIRE LIGHT DUTY LINEIJP

rf,;

OUTS.EIORY

I

,lffiT



Iilttil
tililtt

t
a?\
*

/:

ilt
tilI

I
b.

I

I

tI

\

I

ttt
iltttt

\

Now you can turn any picture, on any website, into o palette pulled f rom more

than 1,500 Sherwin-Williams paint colors. To get started, visit letschipit.com.

t
Join us on

by

SHERWIN-WtLuAMs.
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idea file
25 before + after:kitchen

A cramped space gets a total
revamp, with extra room to
move, sunny cabinets, and
a checkerboard floor

29 befote+ after: bedroom
Bright, functional built-ins
transform a lackluster
guest room

33 budgetredo
A messy coat closet
becomes an open,
organized drop spot

.1.? planninga
cottagegarden
Create an eclectic, inviting
outdoor space with our tips

;i'i Photoshopredo
Agable-roofed portico
and tasteful trimwork boost
a Cape Cod's curb appeal

60 truetoform
Period-style renovations
restore a 1913 Craftsman
bungalow's vintage character

6,9 cheerycharmers
Colorf ul casual f urniture
and accessories get
a clean-lined update

72 conlbydesign
From built-ins to planked
walls to painted f loors.
TOH highlights the classic
elements of cottage style

rlpgrades
3+ builditorbuyit

Upholstered storage ottoman

37 shopsmarter
Beadboard panels

8O allabout
Window seats

42
PLANNING
ACOTTAGE
GARDEN
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91.:],\,1e Easy cottage projects
r,,s Editors'picks
7 2, 37, 12 Creative ideas

Cover Photograph by RAY KACHATORIAN
Stylingby CARYL EAGLE
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sauce ingredients in small bowl'

Total reciPe time: 30 minutes
1. Combine

reserve Va cup for basting.
Remove and

with remaining sauce'
Brush steaks

lngredients
beef toP loin (striP) steaks, over medium'4 boneless

to 3 Pounds) 2.Place steaks on grid
covered, l 1t014

cut 1 inch thick (about 2Yz
ash-covered coals. Grill'

on Preheated
Salt (oPtional) minutes (over medium heat

gas grill, 11 to

rare (145'F) to
15 minutes) for medium

medium (160'F) doneness'

mustard turning occasionallY' Baste steaks with

reserved Yo cuP sauce during last 10

minutes of grilling'

3. Carve steaks into slices Season with salt'

if desired

Makes I servings
142 mg sodium;

zinc; 118.9 mg choline'monounsaturated fat); 68 mg cholesterol;

(1/8 of recipe): 205 calories; Tgfat(3 g saturated fat, 3 g

.7 mcg vitamin Btz: 2.2mgiron;35'O mcg sglgnigrn; 5.7 mB

Nutrltlon rnformation Per I

2 g carbohydrate; o 3 g frber; 3I
serving

8.9 mg niacin; 0.7 mg vitamin Bo; 1
g proteini

niacin, vitamin 86, vitamin 812' selenium' zinc and choline; and a good source of iron

This reciPe is an excellent source of Protein,
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Marinade
;; .;, aPPle juice or aPPle cider

;;;i.;il.;;'oarse-grind Diion-stYre

; ir;i;;' choPPed rresh FarsleY
-a 

irr*. .rot"t garlic' minced

i i;;;""" coarse-grind black PePPer
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1g horne solutions
/9 Use paint to give your walls the

plank-paneled look; 10 uses for
pipe insulation; keep vintage
furniture in shape; turn a shutter
into an inspiration board; DIY
kitchen-cabinet makeovers;
and more

hour-to projects
38 paintideas

Matte paint and sandpaper
are all you need to age wood
furniture to perfection

49 homecenterproject
Build a wall-mounted coatrack
with TOH general contractor
Tom Silva's step-by-step

55 weekendremodel
Our how-to for installing a

cotton runnerwillstep
up your staircase's style

ask tltis <lltl Jtouse
89 Q +A Replacedoorweather-

stripping; preserve and protect
exposed wood beams; control
slugs and snails; get a brush-
stroke-free polyurethane f inish;
board-and-batten basics; make
aluminum wiring safe; and more

92 step-by-step
Hangaflat-screenTV

9(r TOHtested
Pressure washers

g8 Norm'stricksofthetrade
Safely remove old cabinet hinges

irr errel')t isstte
1/ Ietter fromThis OIdHouse
l: readermail
lJ thisoldhouse.com
17 checklist Easywaysto

improve your home right now

101 directory
lo8 savethisoldhouse

HOME SOLUTIONS

Give boring
kitchen

cabinets a
boostwith

four simple
fixes,like

thisbright
andcheery
open-shelf
treatment.

55
WEEKEND
REMODEL
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Life remodeled begins with windows and doors that are just right. Bring the
outside in. And vice versa. With expertly crafted, impeccably finished Marvin Patio
Doors. Create the ultimate combination o{ aesthetics and energy e{ficiency. lt's
all part o{ {our generations o{ innovation and craftsmanship backed by an unwavering
commitment to service and support {rom local retailers, Choose and design
windows and doors for your project with our new Product Finder and Designer tools.

Only at myMarvin.com/tools

InARVIN*e
Windows and Doors

@2012 f4arvln Wndows and Doors. All rlghts reserved. @Registered trademark ol Marvin Wndows and Doors. l-800-268 7644

Built around you.'

L-. ,. ,*

,ts
I
€

I

t=q--4F5

{

li

/. t:'':''

Y



TIME INC.
EDITOR-tN-CHtEF John Huey

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR Martha Ne|son
GROUP EDITOR. LIFESTYLE DtVtStON Sid Evans

EDITOR Scott Omellenuk

DESTGN D|REoTOR Hylah Hi[ | DEpUTyED|TOR Kathryn Keiler

EDIICRiAL
BUILDI NG TECHNOLOGY EDITOR Thomas Baker

0ESIGN EDITOR Colette Scanlon
FEATURES EDITOR Amy R. Hughes

ARTICLES EDITOR Deborah Baldwin
SENIOR EDITOR Deborah Snoonian

SENiOR TECHNICAL EDITOR MarK Powers
STAFF EDITOR Amy Roberts

ASSOCIATE EDITOR Keith Pandolfi
ASSISTANT EDITOR SaI VagIica

SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR Eric Hagerman
EDITORIALASSISTANTAND

ASSISTANTTO THE EDITOR Gillian Barth
EDITORIALASSISTANTS Msgan Baker, Cody Calamaio

TIME INC.
CHIEF EXECUTTVE OFFICER Laura Lang

EXECUTIVEVICE PRESIDENT, LtFESTYLE DtVtStON Evetyn Webster

EHd[ise
IVAGAZINE

GROUP PI,BLISHER Chr]Ic R. K.mm.rur

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER NAthAN STAMOS

ASSISTANTTO THE PUBLTSHER Kayta Gambino
NEWYORK MANAGER Jonathan Toback

ACCOUNT MANAGERS Al€x Desanctis,Taryn cuillermo I SALES ASStSTANI Hillary Dever
DETROITSALESoFFIcE: GROUPDIREcToR Dsvid Howe

ACCoUNT MANAGERS Bela Kogter, Mary Murphy I SALESASSTSTANT Debra Jacott
SoUTHEAST sALEs oFFtCE: SALES MANAGER Sibyt de St. Aubin

MIDWEST sALEs oFFIcE: MIDWEST I\,IANAGER Todd Zimmermann
SENIoRAccoUNTMANAGER PhilReynolds I AccoUNTREPRESENTATTvE BrigetteHackett I sALEsASStsTANT chandaptepet

WESTERNsalEsoFFlcEsr LOSANGELESMANAGER GaryThompson I SALESASSTSTANT CatherineCahiil
NORTHWESTSALES oFFIcEs: Wil|iam G. Smith, SMITH MEDIASALES

RESOURCES/CLASSIFIEDADVERTISING, MEDIAPEoPLE lNC.: RESOTJRCES Jennifer lzzo (800'542-5585. EXT.216)

SENIOR CONTRIBUTOR Mark Feirer
INTERNS Allie Cutler, Amanda Shettleton

PTJBLIC RELATIONS

DIREcToR Jennifer Zawadzinski
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR Karen Affinito Greco

CLASSIFIED Jada Jackson

BRAND MARXETING

TELEVISION

VICE PRESIDENT, TV OPERATIONS Michael Eurton

COPY

COPYCHIEF Timothy E. Pitt
DEPUTY COPY CHIEF Leslie Monthan

ART

ART DIRECTOR Jaml. Dannecker

DEPUTYART DIRECTOR DouSlas Adams
ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR Cynthia Ng

DESIGNER Paris Osgerchian
ART/ONLtNE ASSISTANT Robert Hardin

INTERN Manda Manning

PHOTO

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Denise Sf6ga
ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR Allison Chin

EDITORIAL PRODUCTION

EDITORIAL PRODUCTION MANAGER

Yoshiko Taniguchi-Canada

O'9LINE

ONLINE EDITOR Alexandra Bandon

WEB DESIGNER BillMae
ONLINE ASSISTANT EDITOR Karen Ziga

DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT CONTRIBUTOR Tabitha Sukhai
CONTRIBUTING PRODUCER Elizabeth Lilly

CONTRIBUTOR Christina Stiehl

OIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND BRAND DEVELOPMENT Claudia Jepsen
MARKETTNG DESIcN DTRECTOR Don Charles I SENtOR MANAGER, pROMoTtON Jen Fabry

MARKETING MANAGER Timothy Kellepourey I ASSOCTATE MARKETTNG MANAGER Dianna Colasurdo

DIGITAL

MARKETTNG DtRECToR Adrian Graham I ASSOCTATE MANAGER Thea Castronovo
COORDINATOR, DIGITAL Al€xandE Giordano

EDI'ORIAL BOARD. THIS OLD HOUSE

MASTER CARPENTER Norm Abram

GENERAL CONTRACTOR Tom Si|va

PLUMBINGAND HEATING EXPERT RichaTd TTethewey

LANDSCAPECONTRACTOR Roger Cook
HoST Kevin O'Connor

PROOUCTION

Thomas C. Colaprico (vlCE PRESIDENT. OPERATIONS), Rosemarie lazzetta (MAKEUP. POSITIONTNG, ANo PRODUCTTON MANAGER),

Rick Prue (IMAGING D,RECTOR), Robert Thompson (IMAGtNG MANAGER).

Matthew Salvador TADVERTISING PRO0UCTION COORDINATOR)

FINANCE

Alison Fried (SENIOR vlCE PRESIDENT. GENERAL MANAGER), JenniturWalsh (vlCE PRESIDENT), Sh.rry Woltu (ADVERTtStNG DIRECTOR),

Don Lichter (DIRECTOR). Patti Brasfield, Julie Jacowlcff(SENIOR MANAGERS), Jercmy Adams (SENIORADVERTtStNG MANAGER),

Mike Healy(ASSOCIATE MANAGER). Nancy Kim, Kristen Sietsma (SENIORANALYSTS),

Lillian Hsu, Michelle Hsueh, Sherry Murrcll (ANALYSTS).Abigait Bak€r(OFFtCE MANAGER)

CONSUMER MARKETING

Carrie Goldin (SENIoRVICE PRESIDENT). Mich€lle Korchinski-Ogd6n (CONSUITER MARKETING DTRECTOR).

Rachel Osborno (MARKETING DIRECTOR), Sonia Oesio (SENIOR MANAGER, AUDTENCE DEVELOPMENT)

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Mitchell A. Klaif(CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER AND SENIOR VlcE PRESIDENt INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY), Agatha M. Cutrcne,
Abe Cytryn, Robert DuEn,Timothy Mumm€rs, Bcn Ramadan,Annabelle Soper,JimmieTomei (VlcE PRESIDENTS.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY), John Wehba (DIRECTOR.TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT), Varun ArcE (MANAGER.TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT).

David Choi, Varouian Froundjian, Ken Klokel, Lola Koundaklian (TECHNOLOGYSUPPORT)

LEGAL

Rebecca Sanhueza (VICE PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY GEN ERAL COUNSEL), Michele McHugh (SPECIAL COUNSEL)

TIME INC. BRANDED SOLUTIONS

Leslie Pi@rd (PRESIDENT), Cyrus Beagley(SENIORVICE PRESIDENT. GENERALMANAGER), P.t6r Bau6r, Daw Watt(VICE PRESIDENTS),

Tim Reisen (VICE PRESIDENT, DETROIT), Cara Deoul Perl (VICE PRESIDENT,CREATIVEDIRECTOR). Kristen Jones Connell (VICE PRESIDENT,

MARKETINGANDCOMMUNICATIONS), Mary HasKin (VICE PRESIDENT, MARKETINGAND SALES OEVELOPMENT),

Aarcn Gallagher(VICE PRESIDENI DIGITAL). MaryWoiciechilski(VICE PRESIDENT, DATABASE MARKETING)

TIME INC. RESEARCH AND INSIGHTS

Betsy Frank (CHIEF RESEARCH AND INSIGHTS OFFICER), Caryn Klein (VICE PRESI0ENI BUSINESS RESEARCH AND INSIGHTS),

Lee Anne Baer(EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, LIFESTYLE NETWORK), Brenda Kuritzky (RESEARCH MANAGER).

Dan Hamill, Ana Popkowski (RESEARCH ASSOCIATES)

CORPORATE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENTS

Howard M.Awrill, Pall J. Caine,Teri Everett, Mark Ford, Greg Giangrande

I THISOLDHOUSE.COM Septernber2012

This Old House(ISSN 1086-2633) is published tentimes a yearbyThis Old HouseVentures lnc. @2012This Old HouseVentures lnc.This old House and theThis Old House

window logo are reSistered kademarksofThis Old HouseVentures Inc. SUBSCRIEERSi llthe postofiic€ aleds usthatyour maSazine is undeliverabl€. we have noiudher

obli8ation unless we receive a corrected addresswithin two years. SUBSCRIPTIONS: You can orderor man6geyoursubscription onlineat thisoldhouse.com/customerseruice

orcall 800-898-7237 BACK ISSUES: Orderatthisoldhouse.com orcall 800-357.466.ADVERTlSER CONTACTS: Productinlormation at homewnershelpline.com or

800-424-0055. FOR INFORMAIION 0N REPRINTSAN0 E-PRINTS: Please contact Brian Xolb atWright s Reprihtsi 877-652-5295orbkolb@wrightsreprints.com.

;



I

C
,/

\

LOCK N o.7,226 The sound that says 0l.ivia and her steepover
friends need not be afraid of dragons tonight.

tr
t *

I t

{;g
\

}
te

?

Dressing up is just one part of a steepover. Keeping dragons at bay is another. Fortunately, Kwiksct ''' lockr, wrtlr

SmartKey'"' re-key technotogy offer the highest teveI of residentiat securily availabtc and are virtuatty unpickabkr
ln fact, one coutd even say they're the smartest locks on the btock. Peace of mind comes standard with Kwikrol.
Visit Kwikset.com/T0H, and you'lt see why THE BEST SECURITY lS SMART SECURITY.

@snnwxru
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We have 34O+ vqrieties o( (looyinl lo
choose (vom. ln tec;hnic,el ternls...

...thqt's moYe (looYinl thcn Vou
cqn shcFe e "pl4nl." 4t.

Solid hardwood, laminate, bamboo and more-if it's flooring, we've got it. We have top brands at the lowest
prices around, and it's all backed by real flooring expertise. Sure, you could go to a big box store looking for the

same wide variety. But you'll soon find out, you're barking up the wrong tree.

Dvog by qouv loocl Lumber Ltjutdatovs slove and gel rnoye doov €ov less.
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Howaredo
deadlineisborn
I have questions, though I dont know if anyone can answer them.
The first: Vhy did my brother decide to remodel his kitchen six
weeks before his pregnant wife's due date?

I tried to ask my brother this when he drafted me to help, and
before I could even finish the question, he yelled, "Because I'm nest-
ing, that's why!" I told him nesting was something that pregnant
women did, notmenwhose bellies mightmake them lookpregnant.

Didn't matter. After I dodged the hammer he tossed at me, we
both got to work on the rebuilding, at our usual slow pace. Just to
put that pace into perspective: There was one Saturday not long
ago, while redoing his basement, when we added a grand total
of one2x4. 'We spent the rest of the day bickering. This is a well-
known phenomenon in our family.

So it came as a serious wake-up call when, at B (f.or babyl minus
four weeks and counting, and with the kitchen only rewired and
drywalled, we learned his wife had a condition that might require
an early delivery-as in the-next-few-days early!

!7e kicked into high geaq and while it was at 6rst unclear that we were working faster,
we were definitely sniping at each other at twice the normal rate. On the fust Saturday
we replaced a window, added a washer and dryer, and hung the upper cabinets. During
the next week, my sister-in-law continued to get dire reports; but the floor tile arrived,
and my brother installed it over two nights and grouted it on a third. And the next week-
end, with the help of our uncle Joe, we moved a gas line and heat registers and installed
all the lower cabinets and the appliances.

It was something of a miracle: a new kitchen, save the professional installation of the
countertops, in only three or four full working days. Some might think it's also a miracle
that just as we were finishing up, late that Saturday, my sister-inJaw heard from her
midwife. Surprising news! The latest tests came back and things had improved-there
wouldn't need to be an early delivery!

And that brings me to question number two. Just how clever is my sister-in-law? Was
there really a condition? Or was it just a diabolically brilliant scheme to achieve what
my brother and I could never figure out how to do ourselves: 6nish a project on time?
'We'll never know. She and the baby aren't talking.

.. .Oh, and before I forget, question number three:'lfhat does this Letter From TOH have
to do with the theme of this month's issue, cottage style? Nothing, other than to serve as

an emotional antonym.'Whereas my brother's remodel was forced, fast, and frantic, cot-
tage is relaxing. The very word itself is comforting. Attach it to anything, and that thing
gets better: cottage fries, cottage pies, cottage pudding, cottage cheese. ..well, not cottage
cheese-no one likes cottage cheese-but you get the idea. I hope you enjoy the issue.

Have
youtried
TOHon
tablet
yet?
Thousands of
print subscribers
have begun to

getThis )ld Housefree on the
iPad, Kindle Fire, and Nook Color.
Beginning with this issue, there's
even more reason to download our
app. The tablet editlon contains
exclusive content, including bonus
images for the "Cozy by Design"
story, on pageTZ,anda video
tour of the home featured in the
SaveThis Old House column.
It's fast, easy, and free to
download, and you won't find it
anywhere else. Check it out, and
let me know what you think.

September 2012 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 11
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-SCOTT OMELIANUK. EDITOR
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readermail
July's 1000/o Reader-Greated lssue was a hit*especially
with the readers whose hard work offered inspiration on every
page. 0ur Reader Remodel Contest curb-appealwinners
shared their celebration (if not a bite of the fabulous cake,

below).Afew readers questioned the ethical implications of
one Cheapskate Hall of Fame caper, while others let us know
why they consider T1H a keeper come renewal time.

Edlblegarden
Dawn [Peters]and I had a party to
celebrate our house's appearance in
T O H magazine [ " One-Room'Won-
ders," July 2012, page 84] and my
birthday. She surprised me with an
awesome birthday cake created by
our friend, Kim Mixer. The cake de-

sign was based on photos of our par-

terre (formal boxwood garden). [See

it at thisoldhouse.com/sep201.2.)
It was a hard cake to cut because it
was simply amazing! People are still
talking about it, and I know that
I will never forget it. Thanks again
to TOH for selecting us as the curb-
appeal winners in this year's Reader

Remodel Contest-you inspired a
great cake and a wonderful memory!

-DIANA KRIEG, BLOOMINGTON, ILL.

Pebble ru.stlers, beware
I was upset to read "Cheap Feat:
Scrounging Stone" in your July 2012
Cheapskate Hall of Fame (page 62),

where a reader describes being too

and rbre

cheap to pay $30 per square foot
for pebbles for his spa bathroom
and instead mined stone from a lake.
He took vital habitat for aquatic
life-habitat that took thousands of
years to form. rU7hat if everyone did
this to our rivers and lakes? Please go

to the lumberyard or quarry and buy
tumbled stones, and leave the river
and lake beds where they belong: in
the rivers and lakes.

-MICHELE L,TREMBLAY BOSCAWEN, N.H.

TOHmakesthecut
I have subscribed to many maga-
zines over the years, and I am cur-
rently paring them down. So many
are simply filled with page after
page of ads and very linle real con-
tent. But your magazine is one that
I will be renewing. Thank you for
having pages and pages of useful
content. I appreciate it.

-LIZ FERGUSON, BY E.MAIL

Correctlon
{ ln Photoshop Redo, August 20L2,

the price for the DaVinci Roofscapes
polymer shakes should be $2.95 per

square foot. Our apologies for the
fact-checking error.

Westport chair
DOUG HARRIS, KANSAS CITY, MO.

I checked specialty lumberyards all over Kansas City and could

I not find the %xlo cedar boards catled for in the June 2012

I Weekend Remodel. So I adjusted the plans slightly by using

I three 5/r deck boards for the back, two for the arms, and two for

t the rear legs. lt's a fantastic-looking chair. Great proiect!
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lts

The editors: E-mail TOH_letters@
thisoldhouse.com or write to This 0ld
House magazine, 135 West 50th Street, New
York, NY 10020. r lnclude your full name,
address, and phone number. Published
letters are edited for clarity and length.
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11 FEET OF STAND
YOU CAN COUNT ON IT

HIVax'
-I

STANLEY@ FATMAX@ IAPE RULE

WITH ELEVEN FEET OF STANDOUT

Superior rigidity. Tough, durable, Blade Armor,"
coating at hook end. Mylar@ film on entire length
protects markings.

STANLEY

STANLEY
stanleytools.com

%



ADVERTISEN4ENT

PROJECT
OF THE WEEK

M*re
More

sevin(}.
doing:

HOWTO
INSTALL

AMEDICINE
CABINET

It's hard to have an uncluttered
bathroom when your sink is alwaYs
crowded with toothbrushes, toiletries,
and accessories. Eliminate morning-
ritualchaos by installing a medicine
cabinet*a simple project you can
complete in an afternoon. We suggest
a recessed model, which tucks securely
and discreetly into the wall cavity.

Most recessed medlcine cabinets
come preassembled; you jusi cut a
hole in the wall and create a wood
frame into which the cabinet slides.
The payoff is a smatl bathroom
upgrade with a beautiful new mirror
and storage space.

You'llfind a huge selection of tools to
help with this or any home proiect at
The Home Depot nearest you.

For easy how-to instructions
and a list of the tools and

materials you'll need, go to
th isoldhouse.com/Proiect

thisoldhouse.com

GetReadyfor
Back-to-Schoo1!

3 Ways to a Perfect
Homework Station
+ make roomto work
+ banish distractlons
+ organize supplies

this o ldhous e.c o m/s ep.z0Lz

fi faceWncorn/thlsldhouse

@ninterest com/thisoldhouse f@trrrtolarrr*"
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This Old

ADVERTISEMENT

@

onyourtablet
- FREE

for print
subscribers

BONUS
content and exclusive videos for extra
inspiration found only in the tablet edition

STEP-BY-STEP
instructions and solutions for every
home project and budget

ACCESS
on your iPad@, Kindle Fire, NOOK TabletrM,

and on AndroidrM tablets via Next lssueru

SFamaztng
real-Itfe redos

PORCHES, KITCHENS, FAMILY ROOMS,
BATHS. AND MORE

Nc

u03t

thisoldhouse . c om / allac c e s s
iPad is a trademark of Apple lnc., registered in the U.S. and other countries.

Kindle and Kindle Fire are trademarks of Amazon.com, lnc. or its afiiliates. NOOK is a registered mark of Barnes & Noble lnc. NOOK Tablet and NOOK Color
are trademarks of Barnes & Noble lnc. THIS OLD HOUSE is a trademark of This Old House Ventures, lnc., registered in the U.S. and other countries.

A living room lift for $539
0l\-huilf ins. rlLmtird fttrrilure. .d Fji[. paln brnr$ out
ttooriglnuld.tuiliira Iou.n!m

budg,Et redo
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Would you like this to be yours?
FIND THE RIGHT PRO NEAR YOU
> > -IVI(BA. o r g / Pr o S e ar ch National Kitchen & Bath Association



tr Prep your lawn
for autumn
Keep grass vibrant and
unmatted beneath fall's leaves
by gradually lowering your
mower's height to 2 inches (any
shorter and you risk damaging
the roots, giving them a weaker
grip in the soil). Rest the mower
on a flat surface and measure
the blade's height; adjust a bit
before each mowing for a few
weeks until you reach 2 inches.

U;

o

=

o
I

oo
oI
Za
zd

=?
==oa

b!;

o6
i,a
^5

>=

=Eo=
r=
Ye
F=

?z

E What's
on vour
ch6cklist?
"I'mgoingto

inspect the attic to make sure
crittcrs haven't ttrrned it into
an open house, then i'eplace
the old loof'-vent screerns to
keep them out."

-HarolclHunt,
Garden Grove, Califl

E-mail usyour ideas at
checklist@thisoldhouse.com.

FOR N/ORE INFOR[,4ATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 101 Septem-ber2012 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 17
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{reeathe birds
It may still be warm, but our
feathered friends are already
sorting out where to get their
wintertime meals. Make your
yard an avian haven by installing
a seed feeder filled with broad-
appealvarieties, such as black-
oil sunflower seeds, millet, or
cracked corn. To foil scavenging
squirrels, place pole-mounted
feeders at least 10 feet from trees
and installa cone-shaped baffle
beneath each one, or choose
hanging feeders that
weight-sensitive
are mounted inside

r'1'()1{'i
',. l'lP ,,'

tr Clean bath-vent fans
They've been working overtime, given summer's humidity and constant post-
yard-work showers. The how-to: Switch offthe power, then remove the cover
and wash it with dish soap. Use a damp rag to wipe the fan blades clean. Dry all
parts before replacing the cover, to keep water from corroding the wires.

E Reoair
blistdred

tr Say thanks to
tradespeople
September 21 is National
Tradesmen Day. Show your
appreciation for your plumber,
electrician, or roofer with a
thank-you note (and prompt
payment when the work is done
to your satisfaction). For those
who gave you exemplary service,
write a recommendation or post
one on a review website. Kind
words are always welcome.

paint
'f it goorl nc.,vs:

\iru tornplr'tetl
alI votrr strrnurer
priint projcits. 1'he
Ito[-51t-o111'lfl' I i io[1

tetnlterntr-rrt-,s urtcl

sterlnl-u elitircr
ciul rausc pirint to
bubble or hlistcr.
cven lltt.r il's dn'. I l'

you spot ail pockets, don't assume you need a total
do-or.er. Scrape and sand them au,ay until the finish
is smooth, then apply a primer over the damaged
areas befbre touching up as needed.

EASYWAYS TO
IMPROVEYOUR

HOMERIGHTNOW
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fven if your home value has dropped, you may be eligible to
refinance through the Home Affordable Refinance Program.

Let Regions help you sat'e money 0n your mortgage.
lf your home value has dropped but your payment hasn't, it's time to do something about it. The Home Affordable Refinance

Program makes it possible for eligible homeownen to lower their payments and preserve ownership in their homes.

Don't wait, because you may be eligible to refinance at historically low rates even if you owe more than your home is worth
At Regions, we'll help you determine if you qualiflt and lead you through the process with award-winning customer service

Mortgage Home Equity Personal Auto Credit Cards

IF YtlU Tr|I]\III YOU CA]\I'T

REHt\lAt{CE, T}|IN]( AGAII\I.

^dlh. REGToNS

g FtSiE @ 2012 Resions Bank. All l0a0s and lin€s subiectt0 credit approval.

It's time to expect more

E.
-1 lr

Uisit regions.com/whyrefi or call ustoday at l-888-F0R-REfl (367-7334).
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Giving a room cottage style is as easy as put-
ting brush to wall. To create faux planking, space
stripes 6 to 10 inches apart, using the room's scale

as your guide; for a wainscot-like effect, add verti-
cal lines below an existing (or new) chair rail. Your
most important tools for getting them all just right:
some good painter's tapei aplastic putty knife for
smoothing tape in place to prevent seepage at the
edges; a 4-foot level, to be sure lines are straight;
and patience. Diligent prep leads to top-notch re-
sults. For a detailed how-to on this type of painting
project, visit thisoldhouse.com./sep2012.

I

r

?

September2Ol2 THISOLDHOUSE,COM 19

home

lnside

,,tu

?

{i-.d

!

I

I n
*, I

-!l

I

.4 f*

*

Geta d
look paint

I

,l



Pipeinsulation
10 USES

Once your plumbing is snugly wrapped, don't let
leftover materialgo down the tubes. Use the flexible
foam sleeves in any of these handy ways

* Make agrip more comfortable.
For a better hold on yardtools, such as rakes
or shovels, cushion the handles with sections of
insulation; sectue with adhesive if necessary.

IPada
stepstool.

Protect walls from
accidental dings by using

insulation to cushion a

stool's top handle rail

and other parts that
may cause damage.

2 Shield a
sapling.

Before staking a young,

thin tree, wrap a length
of foam around its
trunk as a barrier to
prevent wire from
cutting into the bark.

5Anchortrash
bagsinplace.

Stopthe bagfrom
slipping down into the
can by securing it to
the can's rim with a

fewfoam sleeves.

(, Smootha
slipcover.

To pull fabric taut, place

a long piece of insulation
atop the slipcover along
where the back and the

seat meet, and push the
foam down into the
seam. No more wrinkles!

-/Cinchcords.
I Cutaz-inch)ong
piece of foam and use it
to hold a looped exten-
sion cord for storage.

in longer pieces or cut
into chunks, makes great
padding to keep a box's
contents from jostling.

QStoretarps.
tl Tidy up drop cloths
by using a 2-foot section
of insulation as a

spool. Fold the cloth
lengthwise to the length
of the insulation, then
tuck one end into the
slit before rolling it up.

" 
Prop up

paintbrushes.
SIip insulation over a
painttray's edge. Cut
notches; tuckbrush
handles in so bristles
stayout of thepaint.

_AMANDA SHETTLETON

Find more smart uses for
left overs at thisoldhouse
.com/sep20t2

() Packabox
Oinapinch.
Don't have packing
peanuts? lnsulation, left
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*Sheatheasaw.
Slide alength of
insulation over the
blade ofahandsaw
to protectthe teeth-
andyour fingers-
when it's stored.
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Your home is the biggest investment you'll ever make. So it deserves the
best solutions for its toughest challenges. For covering stains or bold colors,
pro painters understand that a separate coat of primer followed by a

qualitytopcoat provides the best results possible... and often at a lower
cost than two coats of paint. Pros know that starting with a precoat of
KILZ@ primer is the secret to solid coverage and a durable finish. KILZ

primer... the problem solver that your home deserves.

E<[&'
www.kilz.com &m*

IISN'T! NECESSARY
{

s T
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do it right.
start with
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lGTIffiET HOW-TO CREATIVE REUSE STORAGE FIX KITCHEN UPGRADE

Smart care for
vlntage pieces
Somefolks loveto make period
furnishings feel new; others aim to keep
them looking nice while retaining their
authentic charm. Ifyou fall into the
latter camp, take these cues from veteran
appraiser Patrickvan derVorst, founder of
Value My Stuff (valuemystuff.com), which
offers expertvaluations for under $10.

Let stained wood show its age. Dining
tables often showwear atthe center,
while chairs showage on the frontlegs.
Dry-dust often, but skip polish in favor of
waxjusttwice ayear.

Reupholster with care. Unsurprisingly,
t5O-year-old original fabric might look
a little shabby. Ifs fine to cover up the
fabric-just leave it intactbeneath the new
material, to preserve the item's integfity. If
the upholstery isn't original, don'tbother

savingwhat's there.

Research before
revamping. Fixpieces
that are wobbly, but before
a bigger overhaul, check
historical resources
to findmaterials and
finishes that are period-

b appropriate.
8., _GILLIANBARTH

l(eep a patio set higlr and tlry
TOH reader Steve Lavender, of Renton, Washington, came up with a clever way to
stashhis outdoor table and chairsinthe garage withouttakingup floor space. To
rack 'em up like Steve does, dri1l a hole through each table leg, 4 inches up. Screw a
3/rlnch eyebolt into each one andsecure withanut. Locate the ceiling joists, and

buyfour slotted angle brackets long enoughto spantwo of them. Alignthe
brackets with where the table legs wi1l gq and secure each bracket to two

joists with 2 7z-inch lag screws. Use a 4s4-inch double-ended snap hook to
secure each leg's eyebolt to a bracket. "Of course, you'd never do this with
a glass table j' Steve says. "But mine's aluminum." -coDy cALAMATo

Shutter
turned
idea
board
When you're planning a remodel,
why hide color swatches and
inspiration materials in a file
folder? Putthem on display on a

propped'up woocl shutter, and
you can review and add to your
collection easily. lf you dan't
have a shutter ready for rer"rse,

pick one up at a home center
or local salvage yard. (Cuard
against potential lead-paint
hazards by coating old parnteci

shutters with a spray-on
satin-linish clear polyuretharre lo
keep the exterior fronl chipping. )

Simple binder clips keep itenrs
securely in place but alkrw thenr
t<l be mo'lecl as your ideas
take shape. Ai. i-lr. CLI]l. r, ii
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Easy cabinet makeovers
Stretch the life of dated or ho-hum kitchen cupboards by giving them a low-cost, high-impact
cottage-inspired face-|ift. These simple projects can be done in a weekend and pack enough
punch to give the entire room a brand-new personality -MEGAN BAKER

Open
shelvirtg

Ditch cabinet
doors to create
more airiness.
Remove hard-

warefrom
bottom to

top, then pack
screw holes

with wood filler.
Whendry, sand
smooth, prime,
and paint. (For

instructions, visit
thisoldhouse

.com/sep2O12.)

Interior
curtains
Mimic caf6

windows by
adding curtains

to glass-front
cabinets.

Fold fabric in
l-inch pleats

before stapling
the top and

bottom to the
inside of the

door. Cinch in
the middlewith

matching
fabric straps.

-t--('-
[]
,

Ptltnted
borders
Make rails and
stiles stand
out-or create
the illusion that
cabinets have
them-with
a dose of bold
color. For
crisp lines, use
painter's tape
to mask adjacent
areas or to map
out a l- to 2-inch
border on slab
doors or drawer
fronts before
painting.

Door
ctttotrts
Delicate cutouts
add handcrafted
charm. Trace a
design onto the
doors and use a
drill and a jigsaw
to cut it out.
Sand edges until
smooth, then
prime and paint.
Orgo bladeless:
Get the look
with paint and
a stencil of
your choice.
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Prepare yourself for the feeling of more water.

H?OKINETIC' SHOWERHEADS

Delta HrOkinetic ^' Technology sculpts water into a unique wave pattern giving you

the feeling of rnore water, without using more water. Another wav Delta is nrore than
just a shower. For more information, visit deltolirucel.com/h2okine.lit:

{I DE LTA
see what Delta can do
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before+after:
kitchen

Addedfunction
andlotsmore charm
.'\ tninor sizc acl.justt'ttcttt ltlus ntajot'change-u in stvlc nncl lavout ntul<e this kitcherr a bcttcr.fit
ftlrthehouse-ltndthefartrih'u'housesit ByDEBoRAHBALDWTN+photographsbyJoESCHMEr.zER

I,aWhen a 75-year-old house loses
its soul, few things are more grati-
fying than getting it back. That's
how Nadine'Wener felt after eras-
ing all evidence of the 1980s from
the kitchen ofher 1937 ranch, in
Long Beach, California. "Before, it
was claustrophobic and dark, with
a dreadful fluorescent ceiling f,xnrre
right in the middle," recalls Nadine,
who is an enthusiastic cook. Work-
ing with designer Dana Jones and
general contractor Thomas Cole,
she set in motion a six-week redo
that improved the room's size and
function as well as its cottage spirit.
Says Cole, "!7e stripped it down to
the bones," then annexed a small
laundry room, added insulation,
and repaired the subfloor. He also
installed a Dutch door that Nadine
had bought for $50 years earlier
and stored, like a hope chest. Jones
sketched out seven layout options;
ultimately Nadine opted to keep the
space as open as possible by widen-
ing the passageway to the dining
room and setting it off with a small
peninsula. "It's a nice place to sit and
have a cup of coffee," says Nadine,
"and the children love to eat there in
the morning. It's my favorite spot."

The 1980s left behind
dark cabinets, black-grouted tile
countertops, and dingy floors.

Classic cabinets in sunny
yellow get a boost from a high-contrast
checkerboard floor. Twins Luca and
Nina gravitate to the little peninsula.
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before+after:

'r DuraJcle so[ct-sl,ulace countertops
mimic soapstone and provide a sophisticated
contrast to snow-white subway tile and yellow

Shaker-style cabinets. Countertops:
LG Hausys. Tile: Daltile

+ The penmsula's turned-wood
pedestal adds a strong design element
while leaving space for stools.
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pantry
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The bory l43-square-foot space was

claustrophobic, with chopped-up prep
space and no place to sit down.

to taundry
room

Adding 55 square feet allowed the hall doorway to move and the
layout and traffic flow to improve. The space was also opened up
more to the dining room, creating a spot for the peninsula.

o

range

fridge

d/w

todining
room

f-Tookdowna
WEIII to annex the
laundry room and

put the fridge and a
new pantry nearthe
largest prep space.

3-widenedthe
passage to the dining

room for a more open
connection, making room
for a peninsula and stools.

{- to hall

) to hall
D

broom
closet

micro

to side
yard

wall

o

o
B
z
3
z

oo

with a salvaged Dutch
door, which invites in
fresh air and friendly
neighbors.

o

space within easy
reach of the sink,
microwave, fridge,
and pantry.

OVENS

d/w
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cooktop

open
todining
room
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2_ srrittea '

adoorwayto
improve traffic flow

and create a place
for the wall ovens.
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A

+ Reeded-Elassftonts
and crown molding contribute

to the custom cabinets'
vintage look.

o
1

F The generous
apronsinkoffers
a period touch-and
has plenty of room for
pots, too. Slnk; Roh/.
Faucet: Franke

&

t A broom closet, which capsthe
cabinets enclosing the fridge, is wide and
shallow for easy access. Step stool: Costco

-- The Dutch door was painted
to match a piece of vintage Fiestaware.
Nearby prep space incorporates a niche
for the microwave and open shelves with
pull-out baskets for onions and potatoes.
Pul I -out baskets: Rev-A -She/f
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t A custom pullout nearthe
cooktop keeps spices and

condiments where they're needed.
Cabinets: Ne/son s Cabinets

proadvice
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DANA JONES, LONG BEACH, CALIF

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 101
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ADVERTISEIUENT

THIS OLD HOUSE TV
AIRING NOW: THE BARRINGTON PROJECT
Tune in to watch the renovation of a 1925 seaside cottage in Rhode lsland.

-:\i,

For local listings, visit thisoldhouse.com./tvschedule

exclusivety onGlPBS presented o, @
SPONSOREO BY:THE BARRINGTON PROJECT

Htriise
2OO9 Daytim €mmyo Award Winnerfor Outstanding Lifestyle Program. OATAS/ NATAS
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Fromcatchall
to orderly retreat

before+after:
bedroom

' n*j#

By MEGAN BAKER + Photogaphs by MARK LOHMAN

Li.-*-s
l-.?^

-ffit
rJ
L. "iiJj*

tr (..

-

I

rLEl

E',

O

A bedroom without a closet is bad enough. But when it also falls short on workspace
and creature comforts, you've got issues. Just ask Larry and Dona Burns, whose home, in
Oceanside, California, had a guest room with plenty of potential but not enough function.
"We wanted to have a space where Dona could work on her sewing projects, and visitors
could relax and watch TV," says Larry. Plus, they needed storage because the one closet had
been annexed by an adjacent bath. Designer Beth Bynon found the fix: custom built-ins, in-
cluding a platform bed, drawers for clothes and linens, a hidden-wire TV mount, and a desk
fit for a sewing machine or a laptop. Assembled off-site and installed over new oak floors,
the built-ins look as if they came with the room, thanks to matching 5-inch crown mold-
ing on the walls and cabinets. Beadboard, bin pulls, and glass-front doors give the space
a charming bed-and-breakfast look. "'Whatever we don't have a place for we store back
here," says Larry. "And then, of course, we leave some drawers available for our guests."

i
I

The bare-bones space had
a daybed with a trundle and little
storage room. Beadboard-
backed built-ins have an inviting
cottage vibe, along with drawers
for clothing and linens, and open
shelves for books and keepsakes.
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before+after:
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t Storage cabinetsmade
from maple and poplar have open

shelves for TV components and
drawers that stop 2 inches short

of electrical outlets.

4 Builtin
abedwith
drawers, a
to-the-ceiling
headboard, and
nightstands
topped with
open shelving.

5_ Created a
workzone
with a desk big
enough for
sewingand
surfing the Web,

a

The l9o-square-foot space
had an awkward "foyer" and
was about to lose its closet.

The footprint stayed the same, while two
walls of built-ins help the spare bedroom
multitask as a storage and sewing room.

f Rebuilt the
wAllwherethe

closet was absorbed
by the adjacent bath.

to bath

2_openedup
the roomby

shortening a wall
thatjutted past

theentry.

3_aaoea
cabinetstor

dresserstorage, with
niches for the TV and

its components.

a

106116 desk

trundle
loset

to patio

TV stand
to hall

daybed
wath
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+ The nightstands
have curved bases and

recessed toekicks to give
them the look of stand-
alone furniture. Drum-

shaded sconces add a soft
glow; the task lamps below

them are reader-friendly.
Sconces: Lamps P/us

homeownertip
LARRY BURNS,
OCEANSIDE, CALIF,

To achieve a h

6 *4

t- The built-in
desktop hasa
hole that controls
cords. Glass doors
break up the wall
of cabinets and
offer a peek at the
beadboard inside.

built-in
bookshelves at
thisoldhouse
.com/sep2012

t Beadboard panels made of
medium-density f iberboard create a
cottage-style backdrop for the platform
bed. Like the cabinets, they were finished
with white lacquerfor a smooth surface
that's easy to wipe down.

+ Drawers inthe bedplatform
have full-extension slides that can handle

1OO pounds. Pulls: Pottery Barn

\
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Cats everywhere are having a hard time smelling their litter boxes.



Amudroom
built-infor $47O
Opening up a builder-grade closet and installing custom shelving
creates a zone that organizes the whole family ByMEGANBAKER

budget
redo

before ]
before The dark, hard-to-reach
closet interior made storage a hassle.
aftef A sturdy built-in creates a drop
spot and helps organize necessities.

the project tally
Removed the closet door
and opened the wall.

$0

Built shelves, cubbies, and $175
a custom MDF bench.

Nabbed slightly damaged $70
precut foam at 80 percent
off f or the custom cushion.
then had a cover sewn from
Jo-Ann clearance fabric.

lnstalled beadboard, door $77
casing, and finish molding,

lr/ade the poplar crates for $51
storing shoes.

Finished everything with $0
leftover paint.

Addedsturdy|KEAhooks $5
for coats and bags.

Furnishedthecubbies $92
with wire baskets from Etsy,

for mail and schoolwork.
and straw baskets
from Pier 1, for hiding
household necessities.

total

It
-

I

I
E

r
U;o
o
I

L,

Sometirnes standardissue just doesn't cut it. At Shelley and Cason Smith's Salt Lake City
home, five years with no mudroom and three kids under the age of 7 hadturned the poorly
lit, inaccessible foyer closet into a hazard. "It took my stumbling over coats and literally fall-
ing inside for me to say something had to be done," Shelley says. So, over one week, the
seasoned DfYers removed th e door and ZYz feet of wall next to it to create an open alcove in the
closet's existing footprint. Cason installed a medium-density-fiberboard (MDF) bench hung
on a cleat of 2x4s and trimmed with molding-perfect for pulling on shoes. He built cubbies
finished with corbels and hand-cut curved dividers for mail and schoolwork, leaving room at
the top for baskets to hide lightbulbs, batteries, and the like. They lined the alcove with hori-
zontal beadboard and finished it with casing and leftover paint. Two lightweight, kid-friendly
poplar boxes hide everyone's shoes. "We wanted something functional but beautiful, since
it's in our front entry" Shelley says. "Now we all have a place to stop and drop." rl

ti-'

StS tengtn ot

iemnanttabrtc

$470
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Upholstered
storage ottoman

The ottomanhas had a long his-
tory of multifunctionality. It served

as extra seating in early American
households that had tight quarters
and tighter budgets. Today, versions
with underJid storage,like the hand-

some example at right, push the util-
ity ever further. It's the perfect place

to stash blankets or store books, and

the geometric design of the uphol-
stery makes a bold statement.

If you're thinking of buying one,
look for lids that either lift off or have

safety hinges. Ifyou'd rather have the

satisfaction and creative control of
building your own piece, your prima-
ry materials will be birch plywood,
2-inch-thick high-density foam,
and-the most variable expense-a
fabric of your liking. Customize the

upholstery to fit your household de-

cor or needs: stain resistant for pets

and children, or suede for a lusher
feel. And vary the height and style of
the off-the-rack legs to complement
existing furniture. \Thether you build
or buy, kick up your feet and enjoy
your new focal point.

T

Find a full cut list as well as materials
to build an ottoman like this one at
thisoldhouse.co m /sep2O?

Shown:Tailored
StorageOttoman in

DominoGreen, $445:
ballarddesigns.com

cottage
stul6'

special

d-
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DUIJOI.T
Follow the online cut list to size the plywood,
then construct the ottoman and upholster it

I- Build the base. Cut %-inch birch
plywood for the base, top, and bottom. gost: $200-$300
Glue and clamp the four sides together Tlrne:8-10 hours

to form the base box, then drill piot Dtfficulty: Moderate. lt's

hores and secure the pi;";;iil;*,. A.J::ltiti:HifIiJi:T'*
Cut lxl pine cleats and installthem
around the base's interior, % inch above
the bottom edge. Attach reinforcing pine blocks to each inside corner.
Glue, drill, and screw the bottom piece to the cleats.
j'- Uptrotsterthe base. Cut batting and upholstery to wrap the base. Coat
the back of the fabric with fast-drying spray adhesive, and stick the batting
onto it. Spray the batting and, starting at the center rear of the box, wrap
the material around the sides and overlap it at the seam by Yzinch. Fold the
material over the top and bottom, and staple it in place.
,';- Upholster the lid. Trim 2-inch-thick high-density foam to cover the
lid, and use spray adhesive to stick all but the perimeter to the plywood.
Then spray the foam's edges with adhesive and fold them down to meet
the plywood. Wrap the top in fabric and staple it on the underside. Starting
at the rear seam, line the perimeter with piping and staple it in place.

'- Add the top and feet. Join the upholstered top to the base with a
continuous hinge and a toy-box lid support. Attach four 5-inch maple
coronet bun feet, painted or stained to your taste. -JoSEpH TRUtNt

staples
high-density
foam

piping

hinge

reinforcing
block

buildit

r.,uy at
Pick a size, then choose upholstery
options to suityourbudget and style

$100
tne DASIC modSl Two generous
compartments make it easy to stow and
separate games from blankets; jcpenney.com.

T

$173
tne m$l'IAIIte m0{:el Tufted seating
and nailhead trim enhance the classic appeal of
this practical piece; sears.com,

a

o

( lul:n" $2Il

base box

Cushioned for comfy
seating, this bright bench also comes in blue or
red if you prefer a pop of color; wayfair.com. I

I)

batting

z

oo
0,I
F
a t t U

t
fabric

cleat bottom

coronet
bun foot
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As the expefis, Bona has committe
hardwood floor care products. Bona
their condition. From daily maintenar
finish, you can rely on Bona for el
MyBonaHome.com to locate a Boni
view our videos.

over 90 1

as solutionl
re to deep

ry
C

rs
O(

?a

le

lxclusively to effective and safe
re for your floors no matter what
from recoating to full sand and
'e of your hardwood floor. Visit
ran. find orod;ct information and

Jo\n
our mailing ,st

Fi
a

& get lips from the experts
on hardwood floor care

at MvBonaHome.comto5ave$
Family matters. Hor
When the wood ma ;rs. Bona

ftlffir
hllmr" www.MyBonaHome.com Bona'

S $**rod ftoorlrusrness has retied on

Bona for 11 years due to the high quality

products they offer. Bona products are

extremely durable, easy to r/se and
provide the best resu/ts on any job.

The GREENGUARD ceftified Bona System

gfues my crew the assurance tl'tat we

are protecting our health on the job and
gives our customers the confirmation that

they are protecting their family and
the environment.

Bryan Rathbun
Rathbun Harilwotx! Fhtrt:;. htt:.

Bona CeftifitxI Ctrllsnrir t
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shop
smarter

Butwillithandle
hardknocks?
Nothing adds cottage flavor faster than beadboard, and sheet goods go up quickly. Here's how to
choose the right material for your spoc€ ByDEBoRAHBALDWTN + photosaphsbyANDREwMccArrl

Old-fashioned beadboard went up
stick by stick, yielding a tough sur-
face with a lot of character. But hu-
midity is hard on wood, causing
boards to pop and paint to crack.

Quick-install plywood panels solved
that problem but can't take a deep
bead. Which brings us to panels
made of medium-density fiberboard,
or MDF-wood fiber and resin, in
various proportions, melded under
pressure. These sturdy, ready-to-
paint sheets, typically 4 feet high and
8 feet wide, can be milled to look like
the real thing. But before you gather
your tools and put in an order, here
are five things to consider.

Choose astyle
For a traditional farmhouse look, try

272-inch V-bead (near right) or 1%-inch
V-bead (top). Wider "boards" tend to
look less busy in a large space. There

are also custom styles, like casual,
random-width V-bead (far right).

2
Check out the profile

For the most convincing look and best
durability, choose panels at least Yr inch

thick with deep, clean cuts and beads.
Get samples beforeyou commit.

High-quality
panels are
carefully milled
to create crisp
profiles that
mimic individual
boards.

4
DIYtips
lfyou're starting
from scratch, ?t-inch
panels can go right
onto the framing,
reducingthe need
to build up window
and doortrim to
accommodate
beadboard installed
overdrywall; %-inch is
also easierto miter-
at an outside corner,
say-than Yr-inch.

5
Repair it right
MDF is about as tough
as oak, but, like wood,
it can scratch. Sand
small blemishes,and
fix larger ones with a
polyester auto-body
filler such as Bondo,
which adheres well
and sands smooth. i

:t
Consider the application

Panels in a bath should be specially
formulated for moisture resistance; for
porches and other outdoor areas, you'll
need exterior-grade fiberboard or PVC. I Samplesof MDF panelsin

three styles by Nantucket
Beadboa rd : beadboard.com

September2012 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 3Z
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Three steps to
atimewornlook
If you can paint and sand, yoll can f'aux-age wood funtiture. Here's ho'nv

By ERIC HAGERMAN' Photographs by WENDELL T. WEBBER

You've probably worn blue jeans

that came already broken in from
the factory, complete with bald
spots in all the right places. Turns
out you can take a similar approach
to giving wood furniture an aged
finish-fast. But instead of pumice
stones and bleach, some matte paint
and a little sandpaper do the dis-
tressing. The trick is to put down
two coats of color-ideally a light
one followed by a darker one-then
selectively sand the edges, corners,
and contours where natural wear
would occur, revealing the paler
base coat. Sand a little more to re-
veal glimpses of unpainted wood to
further the effect.

Here, decorative painter Ingrid
Leess used the technique to add
depth and interest to a big blank ar-

moire. *Itworks bestwhenthere are

finish details,like molding, which
suggest the piece has a past," she

points out. In other words, it's easy

to make an ornate mirror look time-
worn but less convincing to turn a

streamlined Parsons table into a find
with a treasured painted patina.

Another plus: There's no need
to prep the surface before you start
painting. Any imperfections that
could cause the paint to flake off will
only add to the piece's authentic his-

tory-as faux as it may be.

rubbedthe rightway
Two coats and two colors of

paint-Behr's Sonata over White
Truffle-cover the exterior of this

armoire. Sanding the finish in spots
lets the lighter one show through.

Cost: About $50
T[me: 4 hours over three days

Dtfficulty: Easy.Just
requires basic painting and
sanding.

38 TIIISOLDHOUSE.COM Septemberzol2
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paint
ideas

T

L Finish the interior. Wipe
down the inside with a damp
cloth to remove any dust or dirt.
lf it's really grimy, use a

degreaser. Gover the insides of
the doors and cabinet with
primer, using a disposable chip
brush and short, erratic strokes.
Keep the brush pretty dry; you
want the undercoat to peek

through to give the interior a

clean yet worn appearance.

another
eas),

horl-to
Leamtomaster

the three-step art
ofsponge
painting at

thisoldhouse
.cwn/sr";g2Ol2

2- Pa,ntboth coats. Using a

chip brush, paint the entire
exterior with a light base-coat
color in a flat finish. Go in the
direction of the grain, but you
don't need to be too fussy
about the brushstrokes. Once
the base coat is dry. lightly apply
a darkertop coat, again in a

matte finish. Be careful not to
overload the brush.

3- Sand to finish. Wait two
days to allow the paint to dry
completely. Using a medium-grit
sanding sponge, scuff corners,
edges, and details where the
piece would naturally show
wear, letting the underlayer
of paint-and even a bit of raw
wood-peek through in spots.
Continue until you get the
distressed look you want. I

Ttp Unless the piece is destined for a damp location,
such as a bathroom or a laundryroom, don't clear-coat
the painted finish. Any added sheen just takes away
fromtheagedlook
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You said it far hetter
than we ever Gould.

We invited a select group of TOH HomeTeam

panelists to try FrogTape@ brand painter's tape

treated with PaintBlock@Technology, and the

results speak for themselves:

II
The lines are
really crisp and straight.
I'll buy it again.

- BobbiS., Danvers, MA

I used the delicate surface to prep the

walls to get crisp lines for an accent wall.

I really liked how it performed!

- Zach G., Minneapolis, MN

My kitchen has needed painting for a few
years so I'm glad it's done. FrogTape made the
job easier and as a bonus, I don't have stray
yellow paint marks on my brown cabinets.

- Tracy W., Gurley, AL

HOMETEA

For more ideas and inspiration, visit Froglape.com
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FrogTape is the best tape

we've used; we were very

pleased with the results.

- Catherine &Eric 5., Acton, MA
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K s Paint Out.
Lines Sharps

frgOT_aPe@ is the only painter's tape treated with PaintBlocl€ Technotogy.
PaintBlock forms a micro-barrier that seals the edges of the tape,
preventing paint bleed. Visit FrogTape.com to see PainBlock in action,
get painting tips and more!

-IrIue@
FrogTape.com

877.FROGTAPE
(376-48271
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Planninga
cottage garden
Now's the time to sketch out your plan for beautiful results
next spring. Here's how to get started BysusANrmEGER

A cottage garden says, Come in.
Wander. Say authile. It's freewheel-

ing, not formal; generous, not stin-
gy. Its abundance may be what you
notice first: Vines clamber up porch
posts, roses twine across arbors,
flowers overflow their beds in the
company of herbs and other edibles.

"Cottage gardens are personal and

embracing," says Lisa Moseley a
Santa Monica, California, designer

who has created quite a few. "They're
bursting with coloq and their happy

clutter complements the character
of the house, often within the con-
fines of a tiny lot." She adds that
almost any style of home can get a

charm boost from traditional cottage

plants: old-fashioned hollyhocks and

delphinium, iris and hydrangea, cat-

mint and pinks, selected, of course,

for local growing conditions and de-

ployed en masse.

cl,assic components
ABOVE: White climbing roses and leafy grapevines scramble up a porch's
posts, while pots of kumquat and rosemary flank the steps at a cottage
garden created by Santa Monica, California, designer Lisa Moseley.

LEFT: A rustic stone retaining wall edges a bed overflowing with fragrant
catmint and salvia.

42 TIIISOLDHOUSE.COM SeptemberzOl2

ils

i

t
l'r'

l

f
i"'
'al

l"*
,

l

,-.t



landscaping

)-\.-

paintedpickets
Crisp white fencing creates a frame for a profusion

of pink 'Cecile Brunner' roses, purple shrubby
wallflower, and showy pink evening primrose.

Dating in this country from co-
lonial days, the first coftage plots
provided needed food and cheering
beauty in the face of hard times. To-
day, still eclectic and naturalistic, the
garden is closely bound to the house
it frames, which guides its layout
and materials. In fact, says Moseley,
with all its color-mad chaos, a cot-
tage garden needs a bit of order to
look its best. Planning before you
plant will ensure it is cohesive, de-
spite the wildness at its hean. Here
are some elements to consider.

Fences andgates
HistoricallS cottage plantings were
enclosed to keep livestock out, and
the picket fence is still a shortcut to
an old-time "grandma's garden,"
separated from the street but vis-
ible-and friendly-to passers-by.
A front fence neatens the look of
sprawling plants and supports tall

twigstructtrres
Cut grapevines are woven
into a naturalistic fence,
garden gate, and arch that
support'Joseph's Coat'
climbing roses and 'Roger's
Red' grapevines that have
broad heart-shaped leaves.

and rambling flower stems. Natu-
ral, rustic materials-painted wood,
bentwillow, even latticed bamboo-
suit this purpose, as long as they har-
monize with the house. This goes for
front gates, too, which, in keeping
with the cottage, are often welcom-
ing and low, marking entries rather
than discouraging approach.

Wallsandhedges
While landscapes and houses should
always relate, with a cottage garden
each supports the look and purpose
of the other. Space is tight and ev-
ery inch counts. So, more than just
a backdrop, the cottage is another
garden surface, ideal for overflowing
window boxes and trellises for vines
to climb. The garden in turn extends
the home's lines outside, sometimes
in walls that echo its texnrres while
enclosing areas for living. As a less-

expensive alternative, Moseley rec-
ommends clipped hedges, which
can define space and provide "bone
structure" for sprawling plants. To
maintain order year-round, choose
evergreens like boxwood, wax myr-
tle, or yew for hedging. Along with
small trees and other shrubs, plant
these early in the process to give
them growing time.
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landscapirg

informalpergola
Wood poles form a simple

overhead structure that
supports climbing roses and

wisteria and shades a
pea-gravel patio edged with

boxwood. White foxgloves
peek in around the edges.

Paths and pergolas
Even small landscapes can seem

larger when broken into parts, says

Moseley, adding variety and pur-
pose to an everyday stroll. Cottage
gardens are meant to be used, and

walkways connect the pieces, link-
ing one experience to the next. Infor-
mal paths work well and can carry
through paving themes-gravel
from a drivewaS say, or flagstone
from a patio. Vine-clad overhead
structures, typical of this garden
style, contribute romance and shel-

ter as they point out special spots. A
wisteria arbor might show the way
to a hidden bench; a fruiting grape

mightwrap a pergola above a dining
table. Inspired and shaped by the

house, these vertical features add
architectural richness outside.

Backbone plarrts
Think cottage, and certain old-time
flowers come to mind, including
roses, coneflowers, and phlox. But
the list of what works is almost end-
less, and though blooms are sweet,
not everything need flower to be fit-
ting. Consider where you live: In the

dry Southwest, rosette-shaped suc-
culents make more sense than the
thirsty foxgloves you might favor
in New York. Foliage is important,
too-in varying tones, textures, and

shapes, which persist when bloom-
ing fades. Groundcovers, such as

creeping Jenny bellflowers, or lady's

mantle, are vital, especially in sup-

pressing weeds and reducing main-
tenance. For year-round interest,
consider evergreens, such as dwarf
conifers, in your mix, along with
more-typical cottage perennials,
such as peonies, columbines, and
true geraniums. To extend the sea-

son, tuck in annuals like violas and
calendulas. For greater impact,
Moseley advises, group border
plants in masses rather than ones
and twos, and arrange so you can
see them-short in front, taller to-
ward the back. Choosing a color
theme, such as pink, purple, and
white, or yellow and lilac, keeps
borders from getting overly busy.

exlrberantplantings
ABOVE: An energetic mix of columbine, iris, and

roses sprawls beside a tiny cottage. RIGHT: Biennial
hollyhocks, an old-fashioned favorite, bloom mid- to late

summer. To grow them when and where you want, snip
and save the seed pods, then plant in fall or early spring.

44 THISOLDHOUSE,COM September2012
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lattice arch
Painted a deep green, a wood fence and
arbor offer a subtle backdrop that highlights
the white blooms of a hawthorn shrub and
the pink flowers of a clematis vine.

focal-point fountain
In this garden, a path of decomposed granite
is lined with banks of towering ,oxglove and
punctuated with a tiered fountain circled by
pots of boxwood globes.

tIt0re
blooms
Check out our

favorite cottage-
garden flowers at

thisoldhouse
.com/sep20l2

can pick up the hues of daylilies,
pulling the color palette together.
Another way to work food in is with
an apple or pear espalier-on a wall
or as a fence. One cautionary note:
For fertilizer and pesr conrrol, use
organic products if you have plants
you plan to eat.

Decorative objects
Amid the teeming beds around a
cottage, sundials, birdbaths, and
fountains can focus the eye, still the
mind, and make us smile. Moseley
encourages people to have fun with
such decoration but to use restraint
so as not to complicate the picture.
Plants themselves, she notes, can be

ornaments. She often adds clipped
boxwood globes, in garden beds
or in pots, as a living substitute for
sculpture. Such trim lines serve as a

welcome foil for cottage plants'natu-
rally untamed beauty. t

Ornamental edibles
A tepee of scarlet runner beans not
only works as an ornament in a

blooming border but also harks back
to the early aim of the cottage plot: to
feed the body and the soul. Moseley
sees this time-honored combination
as a solution to the widespread con-
temporary gardener's conflict be-
tween wanting to grow food and
wanting to have pretty flower beds.
Since most edibles and blooming
plants need sun, it's hard to recon-
cile making separate spaces for
both, especially on a small lot. In the
eclectic cottage garden, dill looks at
home among dianthus, while chard

veggietepee
Fruits and vegetables grow side by side
with colorful shrubs and flowers in a
typical cottage garden. Here, weathered
wood poles provide a climbing structure
for scarlet runner beans.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 1O1

*_,

J,

ftN

'r

I

\

i
I

!
o

o
F
o
I
z
o

I
9

l

z
a

2

o

o
2
9

F
o
I

!

ts
lq

-5



rcIrlfrrOldHds
?g't'J5-- T:g

3 I*-lq-'s'--

ri-,-----
E-E-*hDgr"&

I.*-----r--
E-d*ire,

!:.H.---.--
Eh.a.-i--:r'*,

WEBSITE

TWITTER

-
@

EASY UPGRADES,

KITCHENS

Houldo do

I
D

BOOKS
In-,ffi #h

3,

rl

ord

THIS OLD HOUSETV

MAGAZI NE TABLET EDITIONS

,. o
H>
>ts
-U
|:>6;
i=

=d

=*66zeoo

::
g_f
', F
OC
5=

'

-

m
a

thisoldhouse.com

SALVAGE.STYLE
PRO"EGTS, .

)77
r

H&ise

r

t I



@
Iffiise

|.:r:=::-?E-
I{0iise

AllAbdCmrcibMlng

MOBILE WEBSITE
l.-.t

FACEBOOK

This OldHouse is everlnarhere
you are! Find all the inspiration,
information, and entertainment
you love about TOH wherever
you go-to watch, to read, to
search, and to share with friends.

Il

fpr
u t,te
ho6e 4

9tfierc*
MAGAZI NE

Htitlse

H

PINTEREST

ASK TH!S OLD HOUSE TV

/

-'j

b-l;..';::-
lEq

I
D

j

r5

[,

Ii

t )
J

!

n
v

7-_\
\



ffi

i
,

I

I I il
EE

qr

at
rc

I

IJ?

Sor^ne chcose tc live on the ccast
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Whether you live on the coast or simply ernbrace its way of life, the

Coastal Liuing Collection is a cornfortably serene lifestyle perfect for any escape
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home center
project

Buildawall-
mountedcoatrack
No room for an entrywaycloset? No problem.
Keep outerwear organized with this simple-to-build piece
By JOSEPH TRUIM , Photograph by WENDELL T. WEBBER

Cost: $50-$60
Tirne: 2-4 hours, plus
paint-drying time
Dificulty: Easy. Cutting the
French cleat takes patience, but
assembly is quick and simple.

A piieup of coats and jackets
near the front door is never a wel-
coming sight. But if your house
lacks a proper foyer or entryway, as

many do, finding a spot to store this
stuff can be a challenge. Our solu-
tion? Build a low-profile, coftage-
inspired coatrack that takes up just
a few feet of wall space. This Old
Housegeneral conrractor Tom Silva
made this one from 1x lumber and
embellished it with a couple of strips
of decorative, fluted door casing,
available in a range of profiles and
materials at home centers. Double
coat hooks and wire storage baskets
for holding mail, gloves, and mis-
cellany maximize storage space,
and the board-and-battenJike de-
sign protects the underlying wall
from dings and dents. Best of all,
the price tag won't send you into
sticker shock-we dare you to find
an off-the-shelf coatrack that's this
easy on the eyes for less.
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@
Ir[ake a waIl-mounted
coatrack
Our piece measures 48 by 24 inches; you can easily change the size to suit
the space you have. Ihis Old House general contractorTom Silva added a

French cleat to the back side to make installation simple, so you'll need a

circular saw or table saw to make the bevel rip cut. lf you don't have one,

fasten the piece directly to the wall by driving screws through the upper
and lower cleats into wall studs or anchors.

lYcinch
trim-head screws cup hooks

f Crosscutthe parts. Use a miter
sawto cut the seven boards to
length. Crosscut the two lx3s to
24 inches long, then cut the three
1x4s and two 2%-inch-wide fluted
casings to 48 inches.

\-
5- laa tne Ruted casing. Turn over
the frame and position the fluted
casing pieces so that they're
centered between the lx4s. Attach
the casings to the cleats with wood
glue, and clamp in place until dry.

Sand all surfaces with 120-grit
sandpaper, and prime and paint

the coatrack.

I
3A'by-Z3/c-inch
fluted door
casing

coat
hooks and
hardware

wire A
baskets \,,

build it 5rcurself
Find a full cut list and materials
needed to make this coatrack at
thisoldhouse.com/sep20l2
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homecenterproject

2-Make a French cleat. Adjust the
bevel angle on your circular saw
to 25 degrees, and set the blade
depth to slightly deeper than the
board's thickness. Cut the 1x3
upper cleat lengthwise to create
two identical beveled strips.

6- Paint the wire baskets. While the
rack dries, coat the wire baskets
with spray primer and paint so that
they match the coat hooks. Allow
the paint to dry for at least two
hours, then flip the baskets over
and paint the other sides. Add a
second coat of paint if desired.

3- Attach the French cleat. Lay the
two outside 1x4s parallel on a flat
surface and place one half of the
French cleat across them, flush with
the edges and 6 inches below the
top. As shown, the cleat's narrow
face should rest on the lx4s, with
the square edge facing the top. Drill
pilot holes, then attach with wood
glue and 1%-inch trim-head screws.

4- lnstall the lower cleat. Glue
and screw on the 1x3 lower cleat,
6 inches from the bottom end
of the lx4s. Next, slide the third
1x4 beneath the cleats, centered
between the outside 1x4s. Fasten
it to the two cleats with wood glue
and l%-inch screws.

7- lnstatl the coat hooks. Attach
one coat hook to each 1x4, using
the screws provided. Position the
hooks about 9 inches down from the
top end of the coatrack, and be sure
each one is centered on the Lx4.

8- Hang the baskets and install the
coatrack. Hold the baskets in place
and mark positionsfortwo cup hooks
per basket. Screw the hooks into the
1x4s,and hangthe baskets. Screw
the other half of the French cleatto
the wall, with its narrow face resting
on the wall and its square edge facing
down. Hang the coatrack on the
wall-mounted cleat. t
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Need Help With a Home Proiect?
Tell us about it at thisoldhouse.com/asktoh for the chance to receiVe '

a house call from Tom, Richard, Roger, or Kevin. And tune in to Ask Ihis
Old House as we help homeowners like you tackle a wide range of home-
improvement problems.

For local listings, visit thisoldhouse.com/tvschedule

Watch futt-length currentepisodes at thisoldhouse.com/watchasfltoth'

Exclusivelyon ?) PBS Presentdby rel



photoshop
redo

Perkingup a
plaincape Cod
A revamped entry and a more detailed facade add polish to a basic box
By DEBORAH SNOOMAN + Illustration by HOWARD DIGITAL

{ before }

Forthe past couple of years, Mark
DiGiovanni has been slowly upgrad-
ing the exterior of his 1955 Cape
Cod, in Wilmington, Massachusetts.
"But even with new siding and win-
dows, it still looks unfinished," he

says. To help him, we asked architect
Thaddeus Siemasko, of BeverlS
Massachusetts, for ideas about en-
hancing its curb appeal.

"A simple, cottage-like house
such as Mark's doesn't need radical
changes," says Siemasko. "Adding
detail to the facade and making the
entry a stronger focal point will boost
its look substantially." His proposed
entry features a gable roof with an
exposed truss, supported by columns
resting on shingle-sided walls that
flank a painted wood landing. uTider

trim around the doors and windows,
along with corner boards, frieze
boards, and water-table trim above
the foundation, offers crisp defini-
tion. Flower boxes serve to visually
lengthen the windows, which seem a

bit short. Mark's ready to jump in
and make these changes. "I never
thought about adding trimwork,
but it really does help make my house
look complete-finally!" t

Finishing touches
Classic accents add warmth, texture, and visual
variety to a gray-and-white palette. +

doorhandle
A sturdy thumb-latch

entry set in oil-rubbed
bronze is a handsome
upgrade to any door.

Weslock; $lO4

column
The tapered shape of this
fiberglass option suits
the entry's small scale.
HB&G: from $424

windowbox
Constructed of PVC, this one will
weather any climate and offers an
easy-to-access spot for colorful
annuals. Hooks & Lattice; from $1OO

entrydoor
Rich walnut complements

the gray-stained cedar
siding and adds warmth.

Simpson; from $7OO

WAI\ff A PHOTOSHOP REDO? Send snapshots to
redo @ttrlsoldhouee.com

The side door
has larger panes
of glass than the

main door,
befitting a more

casual entry.

&
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weekend
remodel

Install a flat-weave
cotton stair runner

Runner: Blue Heron Stripe
Woven Cotton Rug by Dash &
Albert. 30 inches bv 12feet.
$ 12 4 : d a shanda lbd rt. co m

Use a stock runner (or two) to add a splash of color and cushiony comfort
to bare wood Staif s By JosEpH TRUINI photosaphs by LAURA Moss

CosE $375
Tisre:6-8 hours
Diftailty: Easy. I nstallation
goes pretty quickly, but it does
require a lot of kneeling.

If you have plain old stairs, a

runner can make a statement and
soften your footsteps. Runners
made of woven cotton are afford-
able and easy to work with, and
they range in style from beachy
to baroque; here, we chose
heathered stripes to complement
a cottage-style interior.

To simplify the job, This Old
House senior technical editor
Mark Powers employed the wa-
terfall method: The runner cas-

cades from step to step, a look
that suits the pattern and is more
casual than tightly wrapping the
nosing. Follow along on the next
page to spruce up your stairs.
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weekendremodel

Day-to-day timeline .

tape measure

combination square

chalk line for snapping long
cutlines on the carpet padding

scissors for cutting the padding
and runner

3-foot straightedge for marking
crosscut lines on the padding

felt-tip markerto draw cutlines

staple gun to secure the padding

thin pry bar for removing molding

narrow-crown pneumatic stapler and
air compressor to secure the runner

bolster chisel for tucking in the runner

felt carpet padding to cushion
the runner

f lat-weave cotton runner(s)

double-sided carpet tape to adhere
the top end of the runner
s/e-inch staples for the staple gun,
to secure the padding

1-inch 18-gauge narrow-crown
staples for the pneumatic stapler,
to secure the runner

bolster
chisel - _ -

double-
sided carpet
tape

staple

stair
runner

l-inch

staple

pneumatic
stapler

1

I
1. Determine the layout
A Measure the steps. lrz'leasure the riser height and the
tread depth of one step. Multiply the riser height by the number
of risers and the tread depth by the number of treads.
Add those results together and tack on an extra 6 inches
for waste to f ind the total length of one runner. lf you

need more than one, add another 1.2 inches for each splice,
the seam where two runners meet.
B- Size the runner. lvleasure and mark the centerline of the
stairs on the narrowest tread, and line up the middle of the
runner with the mark. (Conveniently, our runner has a

stripe down the middle.) Use a tape measure to make sure
the reveal on each side is even. then mark the tread at each
edge of the runner, in pencil. Use a combination square to
replicate the edge marks on each tread.

z

oo

i
e
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SATURDAY MORNING Size and installthe carpet padding (Steps 1-2).

SATURDAYAFTERNOON Staple down the runner (Steps 3-5).
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2.Insta11
the padding
,4- Cut the padding to width. Slip a piece of felt
carpet padding under the runner, inset from the edge
to form a smooth transition to the tread, as shown.
Measure the difference, and calculate how wide to
cut the padding. Unrollthe padding. use a chalk line
to snap a cutline along its length. and cut along the
line. Then. using a straightedge, cut it into sections
4 tnches deeper than the tread. one for each step.
B- Taper the sections. Lay a section on a tread. its
back edge a f ingertip away f rom the riser. and wrap
the front overthe nosing. Mark the edges where they
meet the riser, then draw lines at approximately 45
degrees to the front edge. Snip off the corners, as
shown. Use this section as a template to trace and
trim the pads for the remaining steps.
C- Staple the padding to the steps. Center a

section of padding on the bottom tread, leaving a
small gap at the riser. Use a staple gun to secure it.
Drive in five staples, working out in both directions
f rom the middle of the back edge. Smooth out the
padding and staple it f ive times along the front, about
1 inch back from the nosing. Gently smooth it over
the nosing, being careful not to stretch and pucker it,

and staple it to the riser. as shown.

E

B

Tip Start
installingthe

paddingatthe
bottomstep.

Thatway,you'I1
have abuilt-irt

cushionto
kneelonas

youworkyour
wayupthe

staircase.

3. Start the runner
A- Tape the runner to the top riser. Remove any interfering
molding and apply strips of double-sided carpet tape on the top
nser. Press the finished end of the runner directly under the nosing
and tack it to the riser with a pneumatic stapler. Start in the middle
and work out in both directions, stapling every 4 inches. Put two
staples down each side, too. Press the runner f irmly onto the tape.
B- Tuck and staple. Use a bolster chisel to tuck the runner into
the gap behind the padding, as shown. Line up the runner's edges
with the pencil marks. and drive f ive 1-inch staples into the tuck.
Smooth the runner over the nosing of the next step, tuck it into the
gap. and staple it. Don't overstretch the runner or you may distort
its pattern. Continue until you hit the end of either the runner orthe
stairs. lf one runner covers your staircase, skip to Step 5.
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see hov\f
it's done

To watch a video of
this project, scan
this bar code with

your smartphone. 0r
go to thisoldhouse

.com/sep2012

4. Join two runners
A Tram the flrst runner. As you near the end ofthe runner, spread it over the last

tread it covers and tuck it in at the base of the riser with the bolster chisel. lr/ark the

runner 2 inches beyond the tuck and trim it to length. Fold under the cut end, leaving

about 1 inch of runner protruding from the 1oint, and hold it in place with the bolster

chisel, as shown.

B- Secure the first runner's end. Secure the fold to the tread with the pneumatic

stapler, as shown, working from the middle out.
C- Mate the second runner. Set the factory-finished edge of the second runner

over the end of the first runner, as shown. There's no need to tuck it into the corner,

but do be sure that the stripes on the two runners line up perfectly. Using the
pneumatic stapler, drive staples straight down through the hemmed ends of both

runners and into the tread. Continue to gently pull, tuck, and staple the second
runner until you reach the bottom step.

5. End the runner
A- Trim the bottom end. Use the bolster chisel

to crease the runner along the base of the bottom
step. Measure out 3 inches and use a felt-tip
marker and a straightedge to mark the runner.

Cut it to length.
B- Tuck and staple the end. Fold under the
end of the runner to create a hem. Pull it taut and

staple it along the bottom edge of the riser, as

shown. lf the base of the riser is trimmed with
molding, as ours was. tack the runner right along

its top edge. When the runner eventually wears

out, you can easily take it up and do it over again.
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weekendremodel

More runner styles
A striped stair runner is an easy way to make over one of your home's major
architectural assets. The linear patterns keep the look uncluttered, and the
flat-weave material keeps it casual. Here are justthree examples of the wide
range of options you have to explore.

bright and colorfuI
Turn up the volume on a plain
path to your attic or basement
with playfulcolors in mixed-
width stripes. Da Bomb Woven
Cotton Rug. Dash &,AIbert. $84
for a 30-inch-by-8-foot runner:
dasha nda I bert.com Angie's List

Reviews You Can Trusf

Angie's List has reliable reviews on the best

local professionals for your home, yard and
auto, and pet and health care. For plumbers or
dentists-and everything in between-more
than 1 million members check angieslist.com

before they hire to ensure they get the best

work and best price. Join todayl

angieslist.com

Angids list.
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historicallyinspired
Complement turned balusters vrith

a cotton runner modeled on
19th-century American designs.

Reading Collection. Woodard &
Greenstein. $369 for a Z1-inch-by-
8-foot runner: woodardweave.com

Olympic' IMAlilMUM'
Stain + Sealant in One

Olympicc Maximumo Exterior Stain is a stain

and sealant in a single can. Every brushstroke

waterproofs, protects, and beautifies your wood,
all for a great price. lt's no wonder people insist

on Olympico Stain. Learn more at olympic.com.

boldandgraphic
Light and dark stripes add impact but don't
compete with other decor. Similar to shown:
Hampton Grey Stripe, Capel Rugs. S159 for a
24-inch-by-8-foot runner; capelrugs.com I

ADVERTISEMENT

HUtise
blue int

$
tba2

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY PAGE 101
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Over the years, this century-old cottage had lost
its color and spark, until a period-driven redo-

and many trips to the salvage yard-
brought it back

byDeborahBaldwin . photographsbyRayKachatorian
produced by Colette Scanlon . styli.ng by Cary1 Eagle
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settingthe scene
LEFT: The star of the show is a 195Os O'Keefe & Merritt stove,
refinished to match a vintage-green dishwasher and flanked
by cabinets with salvaged-beadboard doors. ABOVE: The new
eating nook was designed to fit seamlessly into the circa 1913
bungalow, which has held on to its original board-and-batten
walls. Dishwasher: Big Chill. Sink: Shaws. Faucet: Rohl. Fabrics:
Tumbleweed & Dandelion. Pendant light: eBay
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;F,
.JE I VERY house has a story. Some homeown-

JE - ers are just better listeners than others.
'When Erin Donovan and Chris Long found

their Venice, California, bungalow, they could almost hear its thin
walls talk. Take me back to my salad days, it seemed to say, back

when Venice and I utere both neu.
Situated within easy driving distance of Pasadena, a birthplace

of the American Craftsman movement, the circa L913 bungalow
had "all the basics, like the original fueplace and mantel, floors,
and built-ins," Erin recalls. But time and other people's taste had

tamped down its spirit. The downstairs bath, for example, last
renovated in the 1990s, had all the personality of a Motel 5.

The couple decided to roll back the years, aided by a general

contractor with a name like something out of a'Woody Allen
movie and a commitment, as he puts it, "to make the house what
it wants to be."

Most renovators could care less about what the house wants,
but Mox Moeschler is not your average GC. Erin and Chris arent
your typical suburban homeowners, either. She's a writer and
voice-over actor; he's a producer and director for TY'sThe Men-
talist,whichfeatures a crime-fighting psychic. A general contrac-
tor who doubles as a house medium was the perfect fit.

The couple had found their period piece while downsizing
from a home nearby, where they raised two kids and took in
two dogs and a cat. *A menagerie!" says Erin, whose infectious
enthusiasm for character-filled homes shines through in phone

conversations that are so entertaining, it's hard to hang up. "Some

people are foodies," she says. "I'm a housie, with a sweet tooth
for a turn-of-the-century Craftsman."

Not that their redo was all fun and great finds. Back when the

bungalow went up, on the iffy outskirts of a town conceived as

one part Venice, Italy, and one part Coney Island, Brooklyn, it
was more poor-man than Craftsman. Having to replace the brick
foundation with more-earthquake-resistant concrete, Moeschler

says philosophicallg meant shelling out "$30,000, and you don't
see anything.' The stairs squeaked like caged mice--<ome to think
of it, they still deand tree roots were buckling the floor in the

sunroom, a gabled space that had started out as the front porch.
In order to make the one fireplace work without harming

the stone surround, Moeschler had to find a mason willing to

W il't
'1t'
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The 1.,925-square-foot bungalow*its gabled front porch long
ago converted into a sunroom-kept its original footprint and
much of the existing layout. On the ,irst floor, a mudroom wall
came down to create the eating nook. Upstairs, one wall was
moved and another added to turn two bedrooms into a master
bedroom with a walk-in closet and an adjacent bath.

washer and
dryer

to backyard

!
(
f!

half
bath

bath to backyard

den

bedroom

sunroom

t.
I

dining
room

kitchen

living room

storiedfi.nds
Visitors enterthrough
the sunroom,where
theyaregreeted
by reclaimed tile from
Francg spruced-up
rattan hand-me-
downs.anda
weathered chandelier
found on eBay. Ihrow
pillows: Home Goods

o

o
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scale
a

front entry

ffi

master
bath

walk-in
closet

master
bedroom
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J,

shimmy down the chimney, Santa Claus style. The
upstairs felt like a pizza oven, thanks to hot air
trapped behind the ventless knee walls. Adding a

bath up there seemed like a no-brainer until someone

realized the rustic walls held no place to run pipes.

"That was a complex operation," Erin says gamely

of Moeschler's space exploration under the stairs.
But if the three-bedroom, one-and-a-half-bath

house was no museum piece, it had plenty to offer
a jaded 21st-century eye. Along with the original
fireplace, the living space boasted lofty cove ceilings

and the original wood floors and built-ins, some

topped with graceful tapered columns. \7hile the

picture window in front was surely more recent
than early last century, other windows still had their
wavy glass. The roof was serviceable, the siding was

sound, and the board-and-batten walls, while argu-

ably a budget choice at the time, now qualified as a

cool design element.
It's the upsides you hear about most from Erin

and Moeschler, who share an avid interest in the
provenance of things, whether of a washer for an

outmoded toilet or floor tiles with a French pedigree.

Consider the drawn-out search for a kitchen
faucet as old as the house. Rummaging around on
eBay, Erin found just the thing. But, once installed,
it leaked llke crazy, forcing Moeschler to find a later
model. Then there's the quirky toilet in the guest

bath: "That was a real find, on Craigslist," Erin
says. "I drove an hour and a half away and picked
it up for 10 bucks. Mox scraped paint off the tank
and found out it's Bakelite! It's super rare."

Another previously cast-off toilet gained pride
of place in the new master bath: $7hen Moeschler
scratched the surface of this one, he struck copper.
\fith the paint stripped off, the tank was so lumi-
nous that Erin found herself ordering a copper tub
from England to go with it.

earlyopenplan
BELOW LEFTAND
RIGHT: Original built-
ins and wainscoting,
refinished with a
watnut stain, unite
the living spaces and,
along with the cove
ceilings, help make
the compact first floor
feel more spacious.
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The light-filled
second-floor

landing has
its original

balustrade and
built-in drawers,

dressed up during
the redo with
salvage-yard

pulls.

dt,

s
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LEFTAND BELOW:The main bath on
the first floor, "remuddled" in the
1990s, was stripped down and
refurbished with salvaged finds,
including an old tub-painted to pick
up the accents in the new hex-tile
floor-and a corner sink with separate
cold- and hot-water taps. The tub filler
popped up on eBay. fub: Gayle's
Pa sa de na Arch itectu ral Salv age.
T i I e : A merican Restoratio n Ti le
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Things like these aren't iust home improvements;
they're conversation pieces. Take the vintage O'Keefe
6c Merritt stove, which replaced the boring old Vi-
king that was already there. The vintage cooker had
belonged to Erin's mother and needed only a complere
overhaul. Or the sunroom's faded tile, said to have
been reclaimed from old French farmhouses. It has a
daisy pattern-"Our daughter's name is Daisy," says
Erin-and was tracked down through a Brit living in
Burgundy, who shipped it through Belgium and Am-
sterdam to San Pedro, California, "where U.S. Cus-
toms got all funny about it," says Erin, remembering
a similar kerfuffle with the British tub.

She nabbed two cast-iron beds closer by, at a place
in Malibu colorfully known as Cathouse Antiques.

To channel the bungalow's past while making it
fit for a 2Lst-century household, Moeschler replaced
questionable upgrades with new as well as old parts.
The stove is complemented by a retro-style fridge
and a matching dishwasher, and hex-tile countertops
are trimmed in Deco black. Salvaged beadboard-
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complete with "lumps, bumps, and scratchesr" Erin
notes-became cabinet doors, finished with fresh
paint and beat-up hardware.

Moeschler also dropped in a modern-day sky-
light over the first-floor bedroom and opened up
the kitchen to add an eating nook. It's framed by
a marble-topped peninsula with a convenient niche

for the microwave. Laundry machines hide discreetly

behind beadboard doors.

Secondhand flotsam for the main first-floor bath,
unearthed online and at salvage yards in nearby
Orange and Pasadena, includes not only that pre-

low-flow toilet but also an old tub, now painted to
match the green accents in the new hex-tile floor, and

a corner sink with 1875--could it be the date?-
stamped on the back. Moeschler popped in separate

taps, which he lovingly distressed to look even older.

To revive the second floor while maintaining its
bungalow flavor, Moeschler opted for blanket in-
sulation and whirly-bird attic fans. Alongside the
copper tub and its salvaged-tin backsplash he added

a worn pedestal sink, elevated on a marble block
to better serve 5-foot-1 Chris. Bringing in a vintage
French tub faucet proved unwise: It leaked worse
than the one in the kitchen had. "Erin and I thought
the house was working with us," Moeschler says,

"but it was remarkable what it would not let us do. "
In the end, everything came together remarkably

well--cven the exit pipes for the second-floor bath.
"There was a cove right where we needed it to get the

drain line for the toilet," Moeschler says. "It couldn't
have gone 1 inch to the left or 3 inches to the right.

"'Working on an old house, sure, there are always

things that cofile upr" he says, sounding pleased.

"But the house kept making it possible."
Put another wan all you have to do is listen. t
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The new tub plays off a salvaged-tin-ceiling
backsplash and a vintage ceiling-mount

showerhead and wall-mount fittings. Tub: William
Hol land. Shower-cu rtai n rod : Sun r i se Speci alty

r
E

I
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LEFT: The master bedroom, tucked under
the dormer, kept its existing tongue-and-
groove ceiling while gaining ventilation,
knee-wall storage, and a painted iron bed.
ABOVE: The master bedroom's new,
freestanding source of heat uses gas.
Stove:Jotu/

I
I
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After eight months of work,
Erin Donovan and Chris Long,
photographed at the front door
with their dogs, Phoebe and
Dashiell, finally moved in.
"Each room I walk into," says
Erin, "l think is my favorite."

IId

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY PAGE IO1

i

.k

\ -

,

E

l)
T]

L

I

.'l

{4.

l.*- :
dr't,2

'l!

==={

(-- r

k'
i

7

iv-

p
r



Cheen-
chdrmers
Forget fuss and frills.

Set aside shabby
chic. The TOH take

on cottage-style
furnishings is clean-
lined, colorful-and

guaranteed to make
your place feel

classic, not cute

byAmyRoberts
photographs by Andrew NIcCaul

grain-sackpiilow]-
Printed with a replica
of a pre-World War ll

graphic, this muslin
cover looks vintage but

is sturdy enough to toss
in the washer. Horse

Pillow Cover, $25;
annadaisydesigns

.etsy.com

o

., rt,Jr

This lively slatted seat, finished with weather-resistant
polyurethane paint, makes a relaxing perch on the porch

but would be equally welcome in a kitchen or sunroom.
Porch Rocker in Cornflower, $149; gardeners.com

GET 17o/o OFF! SEE PAGE 71
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------[gt*.hardware
With smooth surfaces,these knobs
and pulls add color to cabinets,
minus the usualfancy fluting.
Mushroom Glass Knob and Glass Bin
Rrllby Lew's Hardware, $7.55and
$14, respectively, in cobalt, green,
and amber, each with a brushed-
nickel f inish; atgstores.com

A multihued take on
vintage yellowware,

theseceramic nesters
are microwave- and

dishwasher-safe.
TabletopsGallery

S-Piece Mixing Bowl
Set in Retro Multi, $25:

kmart.com

GET 20% OFF!

beadboard-l
mirror_]

Madefrom reclaimed
paneling, this mirror

frame gives color and
patina to the typical

white-painted wall
covering. Primitive

Antique Beadboard
Mosaic Mirror, $225;
usawoodworks.com

--__

H

o ---lfiIhblelamp
A sophisticated spin
on thevase-shaped
crafts-store version,
this bory glass lamp
displays collections.
Think river rocks, sea
glass, even vintage
marbles.Atrium
Lamp, $149;
potterybarn.com

;------o lt
p

I

i 
fie[ycupboard

Originally used to hold home-canned goods, nowadays,
cabinets like this 4o-inch-tall one supply storage for
toiletries, audio equipment, and more. Painted a
lemony yellow, it's also a focal point. Primitive
Unf inished Jelly Cupboard, $l1O; holeestars.net

eaint: Behr Premium Plus Semi-Gloss Enamelin Spiced Butternut.
$15 per quart; The Home Depot
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--fironaccent fir
---- [r,tipedblanket

The graceful shape of this
magazine rack evokes
that of an old cottage
garden gate. lt does
double duty as a slim,
16-inch-wide side table.
Wrought lron Traytop
Magazine Rack, $148;
sundancecatalog.com

Those graphic lines are a
fuvorite on casual cotton
rugs. Here, they're
reinterpreted on an
oversized, oh-so-soft
cotton throw Ranch
StripeWoven Cotton
Throw 6O by78 inches,
$74; dashandalbert.com

GET 2oolo OFF!
SEE PAGE71

\

slipcovered seat]
Draped in linen with a

mattress-ticking
stripe, this side chair

has box-pleated
corners rather than

ruffles all around.
Slip-Covered Country
French Parsons Chair,

$199; inessa.com

I
vintage-lookfan]

o Styled after an early
electric model in

enameled black metal,
this fan with finger-safe
grills gets jazzed up in a
juicy hue. Ecco Orange

Desk Fan, $72;
wayfair.com

This 28-inch-high stand
puts potted plants in
line with windows for

optimal sunlight. lt has
a sleek shape that's

sturdy, not dainty.
Painted Cottage Plant

Stand in Garden Green,

$89; llbean,com

plantpedestal]-----

o

-ffloralwallpaper
A refreshing alternative to chintz, this wall
covering has a bold two-tone flower-and-
butterfly pattern and a subtle sponge-
painted-like texture. Scenic Vines in Sunny
Yellow and Meadow Green, $98 for a double
roll; yorkwall.com

T J'"
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stonewarepitcher]-
The white ironstone pitcher
gets a sunny makeover with
this high-f ired Dijon-yellow
enamel finish. Because the
clay is so dense, hot liquids

stay hot and cold liquids stay
cold. $3O; lecreuset.com

-

,,,
?'

o

Supple sea grass tends
to slouch, but not when
woven on a metal
frame. Use this
structured, display-
worthy bin to stash
spare linens out in the
open. Grand Portage
Bin in medium size,
$4O; landsend.com

turned-legtabl.]
With its simple

spindle-like supports
and warm gray finish,

this coffee table
brings contemporary

flavor to a cottage
living room mainstay.

lsala table, $199;
ikea.com

{

fstarlight
A symbol of warmth and welcome, the
Moravian star is a popular porch light.
Traditionally clad in dark metal and
dangling from a chain, this updated
model has a shinylinish and semi-
f lush-mount styling. Moravian Star
Ceiling Light in Nickel, $179;
shadesoflight.com

fUr"iaedarearug
This single-braid rug is
more glam than granny,
thanks to its squared-off
shape and plush spot-
cleanable yarn. 3-by-5-
foot Chenille Braided Rug,
Rectangular, in Vintage
Multi, $199; llbean.com

Visit thisoldhouse.com/deals for
special offers on select cottage-style
furnishings in this story.

o

l_

-fwovenbasket

!

stepstool]------;
Used in turn-of-the-century

kitchens to access high
cabinets, portable wood

stairs are still valued for their
utility. Given a fiery paint job,

this one becomes a
showpiece, too. Unfinished

Pine Step Stool, $90;
robertkollman.etsy.com

Paint: Behr Premium Plus Semr-
Gloss Enamel in Red Hot. $15 per

quart: The Home Depot
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COZY

DESIGN
TOH's guide to the architectural

elements and interior details
that give any house, big or small,

cottage character

COUFORTABTE-AND COUFORTING. MOrE

infused with a spirit than put together according
to a set of rules, cottage-style interiors have a

happy informality. Rooms are airy and intimate at
the same time, with nooks and alcoves that offer
both curl-up daydreaming spots and space-saving
built-in storage-after all, who can relax if there's
clutter all around? From colorful weathered paint
to warm stained wood, finishes are touchable
rather than hands-off and only get better with age.

These spaces often get a dose of nostalgic charm
from vintage-look fixtures and fittings, hardware,
and woodwork details that seem to turn back the
clock on today's high-stress, high:tech lifestyle.
Most any place can use a helping of cottage
coziness, as long as the goal is to create an inviting
interiorwith a carefree, well-lived-in look. Here
and on the following pages, we highlight some
key features that you can borrow to give your own
home that uplifting, easygoing feeling.
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DETAILS Bin pulls, a deep apron sink,
a vintage-style faucet, and painted
open shelves with wood brackets give
a kitchen casual charm.

WALLS Wood
planks, like this
beadboard, stand
up to dings and dents.
Traditional white
paint brightens
the room.
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BUILT.INS
A wine rack and a

storage cabinet
tucked under the

stairs maximize
floor space; wood

panels take the
chill off modern
stainless-steel

appliances.
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FL(X)RS Whether stained or
painted, wood underfoot adds
warmth and texture.These
wide pine boards show off their
handsome natural grain.
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BI.IIt}INS
Step through the door or walk around the
corner and what do you discover? Tucked-
in shelving and furniture that ingeniously
make use of every nook and cranny

DORMER DESK Even the simplest built-in
can add a big dose of personality in a snug
space. Here, a writing sudace made from
wall cleats and 2x boards spans a tight spot
in an attic, turning a low-clearance corner
into a light-filled workstation with a view.

I
L

MlNl MUDROOiI An awkward entry gains
practical charm with a tower of open shelves,

top eabinets with tilt-up doors, and a bench
with curved supports. Simple battens hold

coat hooks. Durable paneling and a soft shade
of green paint knit the pieces together.

t
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ALCOVE BUNK BEDS
What could be cozier?
Stacked twin beds get a
character boost from an
arched enclosure.This
pair is finished with wood
paneling and white paint
that tie in with the rest of
the room. Books find a
home on shelves at the
head of each bed; extra
linens hide in the lower
bunk's deep drawers.f

p
d

SToRAGEN|CHE 
I

Tucked between wall .lz

studs and just below the
eaves, a beadboard-
lined, trimmed-out

cubby provides a
perfect spot for extra
towels in a diminutive

powder room.
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AIYAY-FROII-IT-ALL BENCH A narrow
three-season room benefits from seating
that's tailor-made for the space. Drawers
hold outdoor decor; a colorful cushion,
throw pillows, and a patterned rug offer
a comflr place for a private moment.
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SPRUCED-UP STEPS A coat of fresh
white paint sets the staircase apa* from
khakiwalls and stained wood floors;
old-fashioned numbers stenciled onto
each riser add a welcoming bit of whimsy. tIa

II
EXTENDED UPTHE
WALLS Sage-green
paint unifies the pine
floorboards with
the baseboards and
wainscoting, lending
this bare-bones bath
a serene, airy feeling.

e--

It:il€
E-

-r-EI

II
PAINTtrD
WOOD
FLOORS
Playful color and pattern underfoot
add a lighthearted touch-and a finished
surface that wears its age well

--)
COLORFUL CHECKERBOARD Large squares

of sunny yellow and soft cream change the
mood of a living space instantly-no further

upgrades needed. Added bonus: Paint is a nice
wayto disguise flaws on old floorboards.

(For instructions on painting a checkerboard
f loor, go to thisoldhouse.comlsepZOL2.)
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7.r PLANKtrD
\TALLS
Back in the day, wood boards made
cheap and durable walls for hard-
working rooms. The look has endured,
thanks to its casual, homey appeal

WRAPAROUND WAINSCOTING This
beadboard wainscot is capped with

a flat rail that acts as a shelf for toiletries,
keeping them within easy reach. The

material also wraps the tub surround and
is painted the same spring green for

a cheery, built-in look.
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RUN SIDETOSIDE
lnstalling boards

horizontally suits
the proportions of

this long, narrow
bedroom.Thesame
planks are used on

the ceiling, creating
a pleasant sense
ofenclosure; an
all-white palette
makes the small

space feel bright.
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TOTHE CEILING Machine-milled
beadboard took off in Victorian times for
kitchens, baths, and work areas. Running
the entire height of the walls, as well as up
the banquette, it's still an eye-catching,
easy-care surface for a busy dining nook.
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VINTAGtr
DtrTAILS
Well crafted and practical, period-look
woodwork, fixtures, fittings, and
hardware add a personaltouch-and
a sense of history-to informalspaces

rru

OPEN SHELVES
Nothing's better for

keeping everyday
dishes close at hand.

Oversize brackets
lend these shelves a

handcrafted feel;
screw-in hooks

put colorful cups
on display.

<_
INTERIOR SHUTTERS
Originally, operable
shutters were used to
keep out the sun. Today,
they're both functional
and decorative.The
well-worn paint finish
on this pair adds a rustic
touch of texture in a
simple bedroom.

I

{

,i

/

WALL-HUNG STORAGE Old-timey
kitchens were smaller. Plate racks and
hanging shelf units took up less room than
freestanding hutches and sideboards. This
piece's graceful arch, curved brackets, and
beadboard back are traditional touches;
the cubby organizer updates it for today.
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I wtne ooon pANEu; chicken wire was
.i originally used on pantry doors to let air

circulate around stored root vegetables.
lnstalled behind glass fronts, it provides
a hint of country charm.

(e r

<_
cAsr-tRoN slNK
Swooping basins with
built-in backsplashes
and wall-mounted
faucets have a
handsome utilitarian
look. This oversize
double sink anchors
a shared bath, offering
plentlr of room for
cleanup after a day's
work. The shelf below
the mirror makes up for
the lack of deck space.
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i CIIW-FOOTTUB Elevatedon
v ball-and-claw feet. an old-school soaker

in porcelain-coated cast iron might just
be the height of laid-back style. Plum
paint, used on this tub's sides and on
the surrounding wainscoting, gives it
an updated look that's right at home
with dark-stained wood floors.
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W(X)DPEGRAIL lna
bath, it's a fuss-free way

to hangtowels-just
toss them there to dry.
Throughout the house,

peg rails can function as
both millwork accents
and storagesolutions

for everything from dish
cloths to backpacks. i
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ALL
ABOUT

Window
SEats
T\rrn unused space around the house into extra seating
and storage with a minimum of carpentry- and get a snug,

homey haven for daydreaming reading even napping.
The experts at TOH tell you how ByJill connors

Ittsnowondgt window seats are often the most loved element

in a home. They offer comfort-<specially with a thick cushion on

top-and views to the outdoors. They create a sense of coziness

and security, thanks to the niche that defines a window seat. And
they provide extra storage when fitted with drawers, cabinets, or
a simply hinged bench top. But perhaps it's their ability to take an

unused or awkward space and turn it into a charming focal point
that warms our hearts most.

You can find window seats in homes representing just about ev-

ery American architectural style, from colonial to contemporary
and the fact that they've endured this long speaks to their form
and versatility. They also have a place in every room,
whether as a banquette in the kitchen, a boot bench

in an entry or a hideaway for reading a book in the

den, and can be trimmed to match existing moldings.

On the following pages, you'll find all the infor-
mation and inspiration you need to create a window
seat that's right for you, from designing and tricking
one out to tips on building your own seat on a shoe-

string-no pros or complicated carpentry required.
'We'll also guide you on project particulars, such as

which materials to use and what measurements to
follow, all with the ultimate goal of giving you a sat-

isfying "feetup, say abhh" resalt.

Window-seat
dirnensions

Use these
measurements to

ensure a comfy seat.

Depth:
16 to 20 inches

to sit facing
forward with

feet on the floor

to lean, below
windowor
a side wall

About
(Zto 4

I

cottage
stylg ,

speclat

Length:

80 THISOLDHOUSE.COM September2012

idealfor
I

-T

r-

to face forward, 50
inches to sit sideways
with legs extended
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ALL
ABOUT'rWindowseats

Wheretoputa
windows-eat?

r ebedroom
Take advantage of
a nook created by
existing his-and-
hers closets to
add a sunny seat.
Paneling on this
seat's base makes
it a focal point
in the room,
while a lavender
cushion and throw
pillows echo
the wall color.

tllvingroom
A built-in perch in a bay
window offers extra seating
for guests. And unlike a

freestanding sofa against
a window, it doesn't hinder
views to the outside. Sturdy
wood shutters on this bay
provide both a backrest and
privacy when needed.

Every room in the house. All you
need is awindow and a niche provided
by a dormer, bay, or bumpout. Tlvo side
walls are ideal, but one will do

t entryway Create a welcome place
to pull on shoes or set down packages.
Here, a cubby keeps trip hazards safely
stowed and drawers help organize small
items, such as dog leashes and toys.

I
I *::ja

, ar-

T

+den/home offrce
Recess a seat between built-in

bookcases, and invite readers to take a

load off. This seat's creamy white paint
and chunky baseboards complement

the window's raised-panel casing.
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12-inch-deep
bookshelves molding

astair landing
Use a window seat to turn
wasted space at the top of
the stairs into a mini room.
Here, wall sconces provide
lighting for reading or
practicing guitar.

rbatfuoom
Fill the void alongside a
shower stall or a vanity with
a spot to sit while slathering
on lotion or blow-drying
your hair. This triangular
seat is clad with beadboard
to match the wainscoting
on the walls.

getthe
hor,rr-to

Scan this tag to find
a step-by-stepfora
niche and window
seat similar to this

one, orgo to
thisoldhouse

.com/scp?:Ol2

t kitChgn A windowed alcove creates
the perfect opportunity for a space-saving
banquette (or two) in a kitchen. Here, side
drawers make efficient use of what would
otherwise be an empty cavity within each
banquette's boxed base.

No niche for aseat?
Makeone

If .vou havc a blank rvall rvith a rvindorv, the simplest u'a1,

is to flauJi the opening vi,ith leadv-madc shelving or
rvardrobe trnits and span the distance with a seat. The

trick is getting the measurements right. Standard shclf
depth is I2 or l6 inches; for comfrlrt. the u'inclow seat

should stand proucl, for a total depth ofabout 18 inchcs.
Wardrobe units for hanging clothes arc' about 2 f'eet

deep, so here it s be.st to recess the scat b5:6 inches or so.

That lvay', you can sit facing into the room q,ith vour
back supported and both f'eet on the floor-.
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18-inch-deep
seat

baseboard
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U T +Windowseats

Three basic types
Window seats take different forms, with looks,
location, budget, and storage needs amongthe
deterrnining factors for the ffie you choose

Shelf: A window seat made of a shelf-style bench outfitted with

an upholstered cushion allows for open storage underthe seat.

This option, which you can make yourself or hire out, is great in

utilitarian spaces such as mudrooms, entryways, oreven a laundry

area. Fasten the underside ofthe shelf to 2x4 cleats screwed to

wall studs along the back and side walls. For added strength' install

vertical supports, which can also act as cubby dividers.

Box: An enclosed window seat can be made by addingwood
paneling to the front and any exposed sides of a shelf-style seat

(shown on the banquette at right) or by cladding itwith drywall

to create a seamless surface with the surrounding walls' Another

option is to build a six-sided box set on 2x4f ramingthat's screwed

to the floor. By hinging the top, the seat doubles as a storage bin.

Cabinetry! Modular units with doors or drawers offer a pre-

made base. Choose from thrifty stock cabinets sold at big-box

stores, such as The Home Depot and IKEA, or made-to-order

units from a local mill shop or a custom-cabinet company. Though

pricey, custom lets you maximize every inch of storage beneath

the seat while unifying the built-in with the rest of the room, f rom door style

to trim to finish. Cabinets typically rest on 2x4framing, but some stock and

semi-custom models come with legs or a pedestal with an integral toekick.

3/q-inch
plywood seat

proadvice
ARTHUR McLAUGHLIN, INTERIOR DESIGNER'

ARTHUR McLAUGHLI N &ASSOCIATES

"ln a kitchen or a family room, coverthe
window-seat cushion with outdoor fabric.

It won't fade from the sun coming in and
can handle people putting their feet up."

Our favorite DIY window seat
Start with two stock lS-inch-high by l2-inch-deep double-door cabinets

designed for use above a fridge (the width depends on the size ofyour
nook). Screwcabinets togetherthroughtheir sides and set on 2x4framing
to support and raise them to seat height. Use Ix 4 baseboards to hide the

framing, and top cabinets with %-inch plywood trimmed with edge molding

to create the seat. For a window seat that turns a corner (shown at left), add

single- ordouble-door cabinets on the ends, supportingthem frombelow
andfinishingthetops the same wayas the center cabinets' Use fillerstrips
to bridge gaps in front, and extra doors as end panels.

Note.' Most sto ck w al l cabi nets a re 12 i nches dee p, l es s th a n the suggeste d L6 to
20 inches for comfort. Make up the difference by furring out and supportingthe
cabinets from behind with doubled'up 2x4 cleats secured to wal/ studs. Use a wider
plywood top that will rest on the cleats and overhangthe cabinets by an inch or so in

front. Fastenthe cabinets and thetoptothe cleats, aswell asto each other.

tl

I
I

i

I
I

I
I

I

15-inch-high
center cabinets

edge
molding 15-inch-high

end cabinet

doubled-up
2x4 cleats

-
2x4 platform Lx4 baseboard 1x2 filler strip cabinet-door

end panel
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Trimoutyour seat
To tie it inwiththe restofthe room,lookto existing
moldings. Baseboards, for example, should wrap
aroundthe seatwhere itmeets the floor. Here are
more ways to give your seat character

paneling A recessed-panel design
creates an elegant look in keepingwith
traditional house styles, such as
Georgian and Colonial Revival; design
the panel to duplicate existing trim in
the room for a unified effect.

beadboard Suggesting cozy
cottage stlrle and casual gathering
spots, beadboard adds instant charm,
whether used as cladding for the
window-seat base, the backrest area,
or both, as shown here.

I

vertical timbering simlar
to board-and-batten wall paneling,
these applied lattice strips have a
simple farmhouse feel. When painted
a contrasting color, as shown,
they make a window seat pop.

E
E

Seats for
sleeping
Gain extra accommodations
for overnight guests with
a window seat sized for a
standard twin mattress (39 by
75 inches). Popular additions
to bedrooms, the oversized
seats can also offer an inviting
spot foracatnap in ahome
office or a den.Alowered or
arched ceiling (shown above,
covered with wood slats) adds
to the snug effect. Install built-
in bookcases and lighting to
mimic the usual nightstand
elements, or mal<e the
window-seat platform area
longer than the mattress itself
to giveyou extrasurface area
for placing books and other
objects. If cabinets or drawers
are included in the window-
seat base, include a toekick so
that ifs easier to stand close to
the bedwhen changing linens.

brackets Shetf-type seats open
the way for brackets, which can be both
ornamental and structural. Trademark
trim in Craftsman bungalows and
Victorian gingerbread cottages, window-
seat brackets can echo existing ones.
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ALL
ABOUT+Windowseats

When hidinga
radiator in a

window seat,
sheathe the face

with lattice panels
to let heatescape.

A hinged top
allowsthe radiator

to be easily
accessed and

serviced.

il8il

Bestwaysto
buildinstorage
You can't have too much stowaway space.
Here's howto take advantage ofthevoids
below, inside, and surrounding your seat

ffitrTilIITI
br

Makingthe most
of awkwardspaces
Complex arrangements, such as curved bays or
windows with radiators tucked beneath, call for
clever solutions. It all comes down to carpentry.
For abaywindowwithout right angles, that
means following the curve. To do this with
stockcabinets or DIYboxes, arrange units
sidebyside so thatjusttheirfaces meet atthe
corners, like a hinged toy snake. Cut aplywood
top that matches the contour and covers the
gapsbetweentheunits atthe rear. Be sure to
fully support the seat from below and behind.
For aperfectfit andforalargebay, such asthe
turret-style one shown above, go the custom
route. Thiswillpush the $3,00O envelope,but
rest assured that the built-in will addvalue,

especially if you integrate storage.

+ hingedtop
This simple and thrifty

approach relies on sturdy
piano hinges.The only

drawback is having to remove
cushions to access storage.

ln homes with kids, add
suppotts designed for toy

chests to keep the lid from
slamming on little fingers.

+ opencubbies
For shelf-type seats, dividers
can offer support and carve

out distinct spaces for
organizing books or holding

baskets filled with small or
unsightly items, such as

spo*s gear in a mudroom.

il
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t sidewall shelves carve out
shelves in the walls flanking your seat.
The wider the shelf the better, but even
a narrou between-the-studs recess
gives you a lot of storage.

F drawers
These provide easy
access without
removing a seat
cushion. Some
cabinet companies
sellwhat's called a
"pedestal drawer"
with a built-in toekick
that simplifies
construction.
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f dOOfS Standard with stock and custom cabinets, doors
offer tidy, enclosed storage. But unlike with drawers, you must
crouch down farther to reach inside. Be sure there's ample
room in front to accommodate door swing.

Comfort and convenience boosters
CUSHIoNS: Aseat cushion shouldbe as thickas a sofa,s (2 to + inches).Additiona]
20-inch-squarefirmpillows liningthebackoffermore support, as do softthrowpillows
that can be tucked behind the small of your back or your head.
LIGHTING:Augment natural lightwith recessed cans in the ceiling sconces on side
walls, or a table lamp on a shelf (shown at left) so that ifs easier to riad or jot notes at
your seat. Use dimmers for enerry-efficiency and to create a soothing space for napping.
ELECTRIGAL OUTLETS: Notjust for curling up with apaperback anfrore, window
seats increasingly are places where people plug in a laptop. outlets also letyou
easilycharge an e-readeror atabletwithoutleavingyourcozyperch. T\rckthem into
the toekick or side walls.
wlNDow covERlNGS: To preventglare orheatgainfromt}'e sun cominginthrough
windows, add shades or blinds, which can be chosen in materials and fabrics to complement
the roomk furnishings.Ifthe windowseatis used forsleeping considerinstalling'drapes
in front of the seat to conceal the entire alcove, creating a room within a room. a

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY PAGE 1O1
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Beating your head against a wall won't get that bath done. But once we get you

started, it won't be |ong before the pain of a bath remodel becomes a pleasure. F!YB
lowes.com/bb
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32
tips, tricks,and

answers to
vour home-.

ifirprovement
ciuestions

How do I fix a
cracked stair tread

once I remove it?
-BOB RICHARDSON, VALPARAISO, IND.

1f, Simple: Apply yellow carpenter's glue

[\ to the sOlit, then ctamp the pieces
, ltogether until the glue cures. A couple
of bar clamps like these antique wood ones
would do the trick, or you can use modern
metal equivalents.Just be readywith a damp
rag to wipe away any glue that squeezes out.
Keep the clamps in place for at least an hour,
then wait a day before reinstalling the tread.
At that point, the glued seam will be stronger
than the rest of the tread. -THE EDTTORS
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.) Our cast of veteran experts

-F
TOM SILVA
General Contractor

The door shoes
thatTom Silva

uses to stop air
leaks adjust up and

down and have
replaceable fins.

NORMABRAM
Master Carpenter

trt

RICHARD TRETHEWEY
Plumbing and Heating Expert

ROGER COOK
Landscape Contractor

KEVIN O'CONNOR
Host

The original weatherstripping gn oL!f
front door has worn away, and I can't
find replacement strips that fit the
grooves in the door's bottom edge.
f-s there a long-lasting tix?

-JOHN LUNDELL. CORALVILLE, IOWA

Tom Silva replies: Any weather-
stripping will eventually wear out
and need to be replaced. So what
you need is something that allows
you to easily swap in new Parts
when the time comes.

Look for a product called a door
shoe, which I'm installing at left, like
those sold by Niagara Conserva-
tion (niagaraconservation.org). It's
an L-shaped aluminum extrusion
with a removable vinyl gasket on
the bottom. While you're at it, buy
a couple of replacement gaskets to
have on hand. The shoe should have

elongated screw holes, which allow
you to fine-tune the fit by raising
and lowering it slightly after instal-
lation. Set the shoe so that the gasket

compresses about halfway when the

door is closed. Any tighter and the

fins will just wear out faster.

I\ SLUG AND SNATL CONTROL

Qf strgr rnd snails seem to
love our compost bin. Is there
any way to get rid of them so

we can use the compost in our
garden without poisoning our
vegetables orflowers?

-ELLEN KNOTT, LILLIAN, ALA.

Roger Cook replies: There are sev-

eral organic methods you can use
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to keep snails and slugs under control
withoutpoisoning the soil, the plants,
or other animals. One way is to give
these mollusks a moist, shady "hid-
ing" place, like a board, a newspaper
section, or an upside-down melon
rind raised an inch or so off the
ground to lure them in. Then you just
turn your trap over and scrape them
into a can of salty water. Or you can
put a shallow container on the
ground, filled about halfway with
beer. Slugs and snails can't resist the
scent, so they crawl in and drown.

Beer traps are effective over a few
square feet. For larger areas, spread
a thin layer of diatomaceous earth,
a white powder. Its granules have
sharp edges, which cut and kill the
pests if they crawl over rhem. Re-
plenish the powder after a rain; it
loses effectiveness once it gets wet.

TRIMMING A RAISED
COUNTERTOP EDGE

The laminate countertop on our
kitchen island is edged with wood,
which stands a fraction higher than
the surface of the laminate. ls there
a way to make it flush so we don't
have to replace the countertop?

_STEVE SIR WILKINS, BEND. OREG,

Norm Abram replies: If you try to
sand the edge flush, you'll scratch
the laminate, guaranteed. Befter to
put a flush-trimming, bearing-under
bit in a small router and run it over
the edge.

The bit has to be bearing-under-
with a bearing at the end of the bit,
not at the base of the shaft-so that
the bearing will roll on the laminate
and trim off only the wood that
stands up above the surface. Before
using this bit, however, carefully set
its depth: You want to be sure its
cufting edges do not extend past the
wood-laminate joint.

I

\^,t{A1'
ls l1"l

splitterLogA

B Nonslip
ladder foot

C High-
strength magnet

for retrieving
out-of-reach
metal objects

D Or...

FOR THE ANSWER,
SEE PAGE 95

Yellowing maple leaves with crispy
brown edges and leaf spots show signs
of mineral deficiency, lack of water,
and fungal infection.

If the counter were on wall-
mount cabinets, a router couldn't
reach all the way into inside corners
or where the edging dead-ends at a
wall. Those areas would have to be
trimmed carefully by hand, using a
sharp chisel. Luckily, you won't
have this problem on your island.

MAPLE LEAVES
TURNING BROWN

Toward the end of every summer,
the leaves on our red maple tree
turn brown along the edges. lt
happens only on the tree's south
face. ls there a way to prevent this?

_GINO FAVERIO, CANTON. MICH.

Roger Cook replies: There are three
things going on with your tree. The
brown circles on the interior of each
leaf are tar-spot fungus, which can
cause the leaves to drop prematurely.
Remove fallen leaves prompdy to

asl( cllclJr<)use

prevent fungal spores from causing
further problems, but otherwise let
the problem run its coursr-it isn't
usually treated.

The pale coloring of the leaves is
due to chlorosis, a condition caused
by alkaline soils-those with a pH
above 7-that prevent a tree from
getting the minerals it needs to make
chlorophyll. Haveyourlocalcoopera-
tive extension service test a soil sam-
ple for pH, manganese, and other
elements that can cause chlorosis,
then ask them how to correct it.

Finally, I think the brown edges
on the leaves are caused by a lack
of water. If the tree is growing in a
lawn area, remove the turf from a
large circle around the trunk and
add mulch. Then, during dry spells,
give the tree a couple inches of wa-
ter about once a week; red maples
thrive in wet conditions. One good
way of doing that is to bury a soaker
hose in the mulch.
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SAVlNG EXPOSED BEAMS
' The painted wood beams that
shade our front patio are rotting
on top, and my husband's Bondo

repairs are no longer holding.

Can they be saved?
_KRISTIN [/ARKHAM. DALLAS

Tom Silva replies: Polyester auto-
body fillers like Bondo aren't ideal
for exterior wood repairs because

they don't flex with the wood as it
expands and contracts. As a result,
water usually finds its way under-
neath the patch and the rot resumes.

You'll have better luck using borates

and epoxy, as long as you prep the

wood properly.
First, however, probe the beams

with a knife or screwdriver to see if
they're strongenough to be salvaged.

If the damage goes more than a cou-

ple of inches deep, have a contractor
or structural engineer investigate.

But if the damaged area isn't too
deep, follow these steps: Pry off the

Bondo, dig out as much rot-softened
wood as you can, and vacuum up
the debris. Then mist the bare wood
with a borate-based liquid, such as

Bora-Care (nisuscorp.com). Borates

kill rot fungi and guard against their
return, and also deter termites, car-

penter ants, and wood-boring bee-

tles. After the wood dries, coat the

excavated area with an architectur-
al epoxy primer and filler, like the

products sold by Advanced RePair

Technology (advancedrepair.com),
which remain flexible after theY

cure. Smooth the epoxy flush with
the surroundingwood, andwhen it
hardens, sand and paint it to shield

it from UV rays.
For additional protection, cover

the tops of the beams with a layer of
builder's felt and metal flashing. The

felt keeps any condensation on the

underside of the metal from soaking
into the wood. Also, make sure the

flashing's edges overlap the beamt
sides by about % inch.
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' I want to hang my flat-screen TV on the wall
I without anywires showing. How can ldo that?

Tom Silva replies: The fust step is

to buy a wall mount rated to hold
your TV, so you'll need to know
your set's wei8ht and screen size.

Then choose a mount type. Fixed,

non-adjustable mounts hold a set

tight against the wall but limit how
high the TV can go. (The screen

should be at eye level when you're

seated.) With a tilt-swivel mount
like the OmniMount installed here,

Cost: $250 for the wall mount,
plus $100 for the PowerBridge

Tirne: t hour with two people

DiIficulty: Medium. Get a

hand lifting a heavy TV.

_MARK CHRISTENSEN. PHOENIX

the TV sits farther off the wall but
rotates side to side up to 90 degrees

and tilts up to 15 degrees. That
allows you to put the screen higher

on the wall than a fixed mount and

still enjoy comfortable viewing.

Building codes don't permit TV
power cords to be buried in the

wall, so you'll want to use a system

like the PowerBridge shown here.

This rwo-piece receptacle kit
comes wired to safely hide the cord
and A,/V cables behind the drywall
and pick them up at the base of
the wall near your signal and

power source. For an even neater

installation, run the cables through
the hollow arms of the mount.
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Though it's only a 'rI

couple of inches ; ,

thick, a flat-screen ,.

TV can weigh up to 7O
pounds. Have a friend
help lift it in place.



Hang a flat-screen TV

1_ Mark the studs
Find and mark a stud where you want
the TV mounted. Measure to the left or
right 16 inches and mark the center of
the next stud. Using the template that
comes with your mount-make sure the
template is level-mark the position of
four lag screws over two studs.

2_ lnstallthe wall mount
Drill pilot holes for the lag screws. Hold
the mount up to the wall and position
it over the holes. lnstall the lag bolts
and washers with a socket wrench, but
don't tighten them completely. Slide the
mount left or right depending on where
you want the TV, check for level, then
tighten each screw, as shown.

5_ lnsedthecables
Back at the upper receptacle, fish
the HDMI cable and any other cables
through the box's rubbergasket. Leave
enough slack to reach the TV at it's
maximum extension and then some.
Pull the cables through the hole near the
base ofthe wall and through the lower
receptacle's rubber gasket. Then attach
the wall plate to the drywall, as in Step 4.

asl( , okllrr)use

3_ Cut the receptacle hole
Determine the least-visible spot for the
PowerBridge's upper receptacle box,
then use a stud finder to make sure that
you have a clear shot to the bottom
of the stud bay. Place the receptacle
template in this spot and trace around
it. Use a drywall saw to cut out the
wallboard along the template's outline.

I

i

5_ MounttheTV
Fasten the unattached half of the mount
to the back of the TV. Have someone
help you lift the TV and hold it steady
while you bolt the two halves together.
Tighten the nuts with a socket wrench.
Plug the TV's power cord into the upper
receptacle, then use the supplied
extension cord to run powerfrom an
outlet to the bottom receptacle.

2e<.-

4_ Connectthe power
Locate the lower receptacle box within
6 feet of an outlet and repeat Step 3.
lnsert the upper box and snake the power
cord down the wall. Use a screwdriverto
twist the wall plate's tabs, locking them
behind the drywall. At the lower hole,
plug the male end of the power cord into
the female end of the lower receptacle.

I

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY PAGE 101

STEP-BY-STEP
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. 
WOOD SHAVINGS

i. FOR MULCH

I'm an amateur woodturner and

would liketo usethe cherry and

maple shavings from my shop as

mulch for my garden. Good idea?
_JAMES CARLIN, ROYALOAK, MICH.

Roger Cook replies: Shavings
from domestic hardwoods are fine
for gardens-and lawns-if used in
moderation. I'd combine them with
grass clippings and let them decay

for a few months before applying
them around your plants.

If you were turning tropical
woods, however, it could be a dif-
ferent story. Some species contain
potent pest- and rot-repellent sub-

stances that might not be good for
your plants.

CABINET.FINISH PROBLEM

On my cherry entertainment
center, I put a glossy water'based
polyurethane over a water-based

stain. But even after multiple coats,

the brushstrokes are still evident.

How can lget a nice, smooth finish?

-JOHN STEVENS, MARYSVILLE, CALIF.

Norm Abram replaes: Finishes can

be tricky. Temperature, humiditS
timing, the type of wood, and the

brushes you use all affect the results.

In your case, I think the problem is

related to how you prePared the

cherry or applied the polyurethane.

Before I use a water-based stain

or poly, I sand hardwoods in stages

up to 220 grit. Anything finer bur-

nishes the surface, so it won't accept

stain. Next, I spray the surfaces with
distilled water, to raise the wood
grain. (Tap water may contain min-
erals that stain wood.) After the

wood dries, I give it a very light
sanding with 220 grit-just enough

to knock the grain back down-tack
it clean, and apply the stain.'Water-
based finishes tend to raise the wood

grain, so I lightly sand the surface

again after the stain dries. I'll repeat

the process until the wood feels

smooth and I'm satisfied with the

way the stain looks.
Now I apply the poly. Water-based

polyurethanes dry very quickly, so I
prefer to spray rather than brush
them on. But when I do brush them, I
use foam brushes and just a few
strokes at a time to minimize the

chance of stroke marks in thefinal fin-
ish. I also sand lightly with 220-grit
paper between each coat and tack
off the surface to ensure good adhe-

sion of the next coat.
'$7ith your cherry project, I'd sug-

gest that you brush on a few more
coats of poly, sanding lightly be-

tlveen coats, and then smooth away

the brushstrokes using a sanding
block. Take care not to sand all the

way through the poly and down to
the stain. S7hen you are satisfied that

everything is smooth, lay on one last

coat using a foam brush, and the fin-
ish will be as smooth as it can be.

a BOARD.AND.BATTEN
BASICS

I want to put board-and-batten
paneling on my inside walls. What's

the best way to go about it?
_JACK SMITH, PHILIPP, MISS.

Tom Silva r€plies: There are a cou-

ple of good ways to get the board-
and-batten look. Vith the raditional
route, which is also the most expen-

sive and time-consuming, you set

1 x 10 or 1 x 12 boards verticallS edge

to edge, and cover the seams with
narrow wood strips, or battens. The

battens are typically /u-inch lattice
strips or 1 x that butt into a horizon-
tal fascia board at the top of the wall
and a baseboard at the bottom.

You can't iust nail boards and
battens directly to drywall or plas-

ter and expect them to stay put. But

with construction adhesive and dabs

iryIII IEII

*

II

Simple board-and-batten paneling complements the Arts and

Crafts styling of this dining room.

of hot-melt glue, you can stick the

pieces to the walls.
A faster, less expensive way to

install board-and-batten is to use

%-inch hardwood plywood or me-

dium-density fiberboard (MDF) as

backing. Glue the sheets to the wall,
nail them to the studs with 7d nails,

then nail on the battens.
If your walls are tall and you use

plywood, which tops out at 8 feet,

you'll end up with a horizontal seam

before you reach the ceiling. To hide

it, cut the sheets so that the seam lands

at chair-rail height and cover it with
a horizontal batten before applying
the vertical ones. If you want a seam-

less installation on a tall wall, go with

send your questions
to asl< ol(lhouse
go to: thisoldhouse.com/asktoh
or write to: Ask This Old House
This Old House magazine
135 West 50th Street
New York, NY 10020
lnclude a complete address and daytime
phone number Published questions will be

edited for clarity and length and may be used

in other media. We regret that, because of
the volume oI mail received, we're unable to
reply to unpublished questions.
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MDF-it comes in sheets up to 12 feet long.
You can save even more money by

forgetting the boards and gluing battens
directly to the wall, assuming it's flat and
smooth. Most folks won't even know
something's missing.

HOWTO MAKEALUMINUM
WIRING SAFE

Recently, I found out that some of the
wiring in my1967 ranch-style house
is aluminum. I've also learned that my
insurance company won't insure a house
with aluminum wiring. What can I do?

_HARRYCOTTON, WILLINGBORO, N.J.

Kevin O'Connor replies: Copper was in
short supply in the mid-1950s, so many
builders switched to cheaper aluminum
wiring for branch circuits. Unfornrnately,
aluminum is prone to corrode and over-
heat at splices and terminal connections, so
the practice was discontinued in the mid-

1970s and is now prohibited by code.
The best solution, according to the Con-

sumer Products Safety Commission, is to
replace all the branch-circuit aluminum
wiring in a house. But if that's not practi-
cal, its next-best fix is to disconnect all the
wires and attach a short length of copper
wire to the end of each aluminum one us-
ing a COPAIUM connector. A specialized
compression tool squeezes the connector
onto the ends of the wires with 10,000
pounds of force, making a crimp that
actually welds both metals together and
eliminates any future corrosion. FinallS a
plastic tube is heat-shrunk over each con-
nector and the copper wires are spliced
together or attached to each terminal.

This is no DIY job. Only electricians
trained ro use the crimping tool are autho-
rized to install COPALUM connectors. If
this approach works for you, ask your local
code official if COPALUM crimping is al-
lowed. If so, then call your insurance com-
pany to see if that will change their minds.

asl( r (,|(lhouse

D

DOORSTOP
The unique shape of the Wedge-lt allows
it to hold a door completely open in three
different ways: by hanging it on a hinge,

wedging it under the door, or resting it on
the door's top edge. lt's made of lightweight

polycarbonate with nonmarring
polyurethane bumpers. $8; wedgeit.com

Vr,l{A1'
ls l'l"f

Custom Buitdings
That Fit Your Style and Budget
A worlchop where you can indulge your hobby, a

gamge to house your car collection, a stoage building
for your toys or just a place where you can relu and

have fun with your friends and hmily-whatever your
idea is of the perfect building, Morron can make it
a rality.

For over I 00 years, we have provided our customers
exceptional qualiq/ and customer seryice.At Horton
Buildings, we work with you from concept througlr
completion, aking the hassle out of your construction
prcjecr Best of all Morton stands behind your building
with the strong*q non-promted mrmnry in the
industry to ensure yean of worry-free ownership.

Join coundess customen who have alredy become
proud Morton building owners.

To learn more and to get sarted, contact Morton
Buildings today.

fr\ filoRr0n
\C,/BUITDINGS
800-{47-7436 . mortonbulldingscom
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ASK Jrouse

Under pressure

-! ' t '[,.]nl-*=l

$bffi

For tough cleaning tasks, like removing stains from
concrete, or monster ones, like washing an entire
house, elbow grease goes only so far. This range

of pressure washers gets the job done faster-and
better-than you and your brush. -snLvecLtcn

8,400cu

5,750 CU

2,800cu

2,2LOCU

45CU

CLEANING UNITS Don't be dazzled by psi'

or you may end up with plenty of pressure but
not enough flow. lnstead, calculate cleaning
units (CU) by multiplying psi by gpm. This factor
better represents the cleaning power you really
have. The higher the CU, the deeper you can
clean and the faster it'll go.

1't?0\,- t3 I l-1' 0204[t

$

A pressure washer is
notagardenhose.

Never dtect the spray
towardanyUving

thing, asit canmaim.
Always wear boots,

long pants, gloves, and
eyeprotection. /

o

:f o

Tffi\ h

GENEEAC ,,
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G

GF:NEI?AC 5993

Prosumer-grade pressure washers like this
gas-powered one compress waterwith a

robust, triplex pump. Ceramic-coated heads
generate less heat and last hundreds of
hours longerthan those on standard axial
pumps.A side grip helps you directthe spray
while keepingyour hand a safe distance
from the tip. For the user who wants the
durability to clean the whole house-as
well as allthe others in the neighborhood.
Fine print 3,000 pounds per square inch
(psi), 2.8 gallons per minute (gpm), 212cc

engine, l13 pounds

top-line features
A handle, with slots for the
tips, hose, and wand, that

collapses for storage.
A steel-reinforced rubber

hose will outlast PVC versions.
A beefy, tubular steel cage

protects the engine.
An easily accessible PumP

facilitates service.
Puncture-proof wheels.

This basic gas model is the pick for annual jobs

too big for an electric unit. The go-to 25-degree
fan tip handles most cleaning, but please shelve
the fierce 0-degree tip, lest you accidently
carve your name into your deck. Large wheels
make the machine easy to maneuver. The
consumer-grade sealed axial pump means no
oil changes, but it also means the unit may need
to be replaced after seven years of normal use'
Fine print 2,500 psi,2.3 gpm,190cc engine,
60.7 pounds

$280; t
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How to clean wood with care
A pressure washer can force water behind siding or gouge your lovely
deck-unless you learn to harness the power

Upgrade your wand
Clean large or hard-to-reach areas faster
with these specialty attachments

u
Clog buster
Fit this flexible drain
flusher to the wand, snake
it down a clogged pipe,
and pull thetrigger. One

.iet breaks up the blockage,
while two rear ones push
the snake forward. From
$99: cloghog.com

SIDING Fitthewand with the soap-
dispensing tip and spray the siding with
a cleaner, then switch to the 25-degree
tip to rinse. Move side to side, keeping
the tip 12 to 18 inches off the siding and
the spray fan perpendicularto the grain.
Angle the wand slightly downward
to prevent water from being forced
behind the siding. Move in closer if
you have a less powerful unit.

DECKING Start by sprayingon a
cleaner made for decks; use the
soap-dispensing tip and follow
the cleaner's directions. With a
25-degree tip held 9 to 12 inches
off the deck, hold the spray fan
perpendicularto the grain but move
the wand with the grain. Don't
linger-you may gouge the wood. \/

TIP: "Run an $8 can of.Pump Saver through your pressure
llashg.r before storing it for the.winter to p-rotect ihe pump and
keep the seals from drying out." -BrLLMrKENrs, 

pRESSUREWASHERS DrREcr

t(Artct{F:tt t( 5.540
$28O: karcher-usa.com
The 2,000 psi this unit produces is the
max for a 110-volt electric washer, which
features a long-lasting water-cooled pump.
You'll appreciate practical features like the
integrated hose reel, the adjustable spray
head (no separate fan tips to lose), and an
attachment that creates a circular pattern,
boosting cleaning eff iciency by 50 percent,
for jobs like cleaning a brick walk.
Fine print 2,000 psi, 1.4 gpm, 13-amp
motor, axial pump,60.7 pounds

crtAF-t SMAN 752t16
$215: craftsman.com
This compact washer includes two wands,
one for the pressure washer and one for
steam. The latter is a smart way to melt
grime off grillgrates or muck off cartires.
It takes about 20 seconds for the heating
element to turn distilled water into a
stream of hot vapor. As for the pressure
washer, it's great for light-duty cleaning,
like patio furniture.
Fine print 1,700 psi, 1.3 gpm,12.5-amp
motor, wobble-plate pump, 22.5 pounds

Telescopingwand
Extend this wand up to 18

feet and use it to spray a cleaner
on second-story windows and then
rinse them-from the safety of the

ground. $140; mtmhydro.com

NOtvlAD lvlCOl?:15
$25O; nomad2go.com
More of a cordless cleaner than a pressure
washer, this unit won't revitalize a deck.
But it packs enough punch to blast mud,
sand, and gunk off boats, cars, or even
Fido (without maiming him). The 18-volt
battery will run through the 3.5-gallon
tank three times on one charge. The
sprayer works like the one on a traditional
garden hose and adjusts from 90 psi
to a soft fan of water.
Fine print 90 psi, 0.5 gpm, 20 pounds
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Surface cleaner
Push this disk over a
patio and it leaves a

clean, streak-free
12-inch-wide path with
no overspray. $50;
karcher-usa.com
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asl< elItlltouse

Norm's
tricks of the trade

I
We're planning to refinish the original cabinets in our
L93os'kitchen, but the hinges are buried under layers
and layers of paint. How do we remove the hinges.-
witho[t damiging them or the surrounding wood?

_BARBARA BARNES. LA MESA. CALIF.

f\ ln order to take off the hinges, you'll have to back out the old straight-slot screws

F\tt'l"t f,otA them in place. That requires clearing the screws' paint-clogged slots.

Given the age of your house, there are probably layers of lead paint on the hinges'

so before you start, put on a respirator and lay down a wide piece of plastic sheeting

underthe work area to catch any paint chips.

scratch

2 Remove any
remaining

paint with a utility
knife, and clean
up the paint chips
with a vacuum
equipped with
a HEPAfilter.

4Once the
screws are

out, it's possible
that the hinges will
come off easily
withoutchipping
the surrounding
paint. But if
chippingdoes
occur, cut around
each leaf with
a utility knife
beforeyou
remove a hinge.I

awl

I Toclearaslot,
Iset a sharp
scratch awl at
an angle in the
center of the slot
and tap it lightly,
first one way, then
the other. Do the
same for the other
screwheads.

J Place the tip of
:) a screwdriver
in a clean slot,
and give it a light
tap with a wood
mallet. The shock
will break the
paint's grip on the
screw so that you
can back it out. For
this to work, the
screwdriver's tip
has to be in good
condition, with
square edges and
sharp corners.
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ADVERTISEMENT

I

-g Porter Cable
Quality Tools Since 1905'

The Porter Cable BN200C 2" *ad Nailer has been
updated to be more compact, lightweight, and easy

to use. Featuring an oil-free design, rear exhaust,
tool-free depth of drive, tool-free jam release, and
more, it has the right balance of features to add your
finishing touches.

portercable.com

POBTEB U CPBIE"Thompson's Advanced
Natural Wood Protector
Superior Protection ls Now Easier to Find

Keep your deck looking beautiful with longlasting,
superior protection f rom Thompson,s
Waterseal Advanced. The most powerful
protection against water damage, guaranteed.
It can be applied to damp wood for an easy

one.day project. Look for Thompsont WaterSeal
Advanced at your local Sheruuin-Williams store.

thompsonswaterseal.com

]T Shaw Floors
Find Your Perfect Floor

Find the perfect Shaw floors for your style and budget.
Choose from an abundant selection of carpeting
and area rugs, tile, hardwood, laminate, stone and
resilient flooring.

shawfloors.com

Thomnsons
WqterSeal,

IITTIIil
FLOORS

American Family Insurance
Atl Your Protection Under One Roof

The value of your property can add up. American
Family lnsurance's DreamVault can create an
inventory of your belongings. Check it out online today.

am.fam.com/dreamvault

,^\--
AMERICAI{ FAM!LYr|TE{tIilEI[Ho
All your protection under one rool',

This Old House Wants You!
Become a TOH HomeTeam Member

Did you know that you can influence what's
included in This Old House magazine and on
the TOH website? Simply go to tohhometeam.
com to register. As a HomeTeam member, you'll
help us improve our magazine and website,
and you'll receive exclusive offers, plus the
chance to win This Old House notebooks, T-shirts,
gift cards, and more.

Dn=qMVAULT

Harbor Freight Tools
Professional Tool Storage Solutions

' Rugged all-steel construction with precision welding
. lndustrial high-gloss powder-coat finish
. Heavy-duty ball bearings for smooth sliding drawers
. Easy-lift spring-loaded latch keeps drawers closed

until released

r lndustrial casters with rubber tires roll easily with
heavy loads

. Lockable drawer with two keys

harborf reight.com
ME

Htitise
H

tohhometeam.com
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Covet For information, see the tisting for
"True to Form."

Checklist (p. 17) It,laint* toCheryt Rert',
Angie's List; angieslist.com.

Eefore + After Kitchen: Added function
and lots more c}:,arm(W. 25-22) Designen
Dana Jones, CKD, Long Beach, CA; kitchenadvice
.com. General contractor Cal Spec Builders, Seal
Beach, CA; calspecbuilders.com. Paint 60yy
77 /332 Southern Cross (cabinets), AkzoNobel;
available through Glidden retailers. Crystal Bell
(walls), Swiss Coffee (trim), and custom blend
(Dutch door), Dunn-Edwards: dunnedwards.com.
Backsplash and floor tile: Daftile: daltile.com.
Fendart lighG: Reiuvenation; reiuvenation.com.
Barstooh Overstock; overstock.com. Cooktop, wall
oaens, refrigerator, and microurare: GE;
geappliances.com. Range hood: Kobe:
koberangehoods.com. Sink: Rohl: rohlhome.com.
Cabinets and putt-out spice rack Nelson's
Cabinets; nelsonscabinets.com. Slide-out baskets:
Rev-A-Shelf ; rev-a-shelf.com. Countertops:
Hi-Macs, LG Hausys: lghausys.com./us.
Faucet: Franke: frankeksd.com.

Before + After Bedroom: From catchall
to orderly retreat (pp. 29-j1) D*igner: Beth
Bynon lnterior Design, Oceanside, CA; bethbynon
.com. Cabinetqn Southwest Contempo, Vista,
CA; 760-598-1160. Paint 912 Linen White (cabinets
and trim). Benjamin Moore: beniaminmoore.com.
Nigerian Peony (walls) and custom blend (ceiling),
Ralph Lauren: ralphlaurenhome.com. Painting
"Lovers Point." Jacqueline Osborn; visionsinart.com.

Budget Redo: A mudroom built-in for
$ aT O @. 33) Horneowner: Shelley Smith, blogger,
The House of Smiths: thehouseofsmiths.com.
Pillows: Vintage Blossom Azure, KimoleyDeco;
etsy.com/shop,/kimoleydeco. Floral lkat Decorative
Pillow, Willa Skye; etsy.comlshop./Wil laSkyeHome.
Paisley and Frilled Pillows, Home Again;
homeagainconsignment.squarespace.com.

Bulld It or Buy It: Upholstered storage
ottoman (pp. 34-35) Ottoman: Tailored Storage
Ottoman in Domino Green, Ballard Designs;
ballarddesigns.com.

Landscaping: Plaaning a cottage garden
(pp. 42-45) Designer: Lisa Moseley Garden
Design, Santa Monica, CA; 310-829-9859;
lisamoseleygardendesign.com.

Photoshop Redo: Perking up a plain Cape
Cod (p. 53) Thanl* tofhaddeus Siemasko,
Siemasko + Verbridge, Beverly, MA: svdesign.com.
Column: PermaCast Craftsman, HB&G;
hbgcolumns.com. Window box: Laguna premier

Direct Mount Flower Box, Hooks & Lattice;
hooksandlattice.com. Door handle: Single Cylinder
Entry Handle Set #6661, Weslock; build.com.
Entry door 2132 in Walnut Finish, Simpson Door
Company; simpsondoor.com.

Weekend Remodel: Install a flat-weave
cotton stair runner (pp. 55-59) Thankto
William Laidlaw, special projects manager, Dash &
Albert; dashandalbert,com. Runner: Blue Heron
Stripe Woven Cotton Rug, 3O inches by 12 feet,
Dash & Albert. Finish stapler: SB-2lNl l8-Gauge
Finish Stapler Kit, Stanley Bostitch; bostitch.com.

?tue to Form (pp. 6O-67) General contractot:
Mox Construction, Venice, CA; moxconstruction
.com. Kitchen: Store r€storation: Antique Stove
Heaven, Los Angeles, CA; antiquestoveheaven.com.
Dishwasher and fridger Big Chill; bigchiil.com.
Sunroom: Floor tile: The Antique Floor Company;
theantiquefloorcompany.com. Roman blinds:
Tumbleweed & Dandelion; tumbleweedanddandelion
.com. Fi.rst-floor bath:Tub and medicine
cabinet Gayle's tbsadena Architectural Salvage;
pasadenaarchitecturalsalvage.com.

Second-floor hallway: Ceiling fixture:
pasadenaarchitecturalsalvage.com.

AU About Window Seats (pp. 80-87)
Iftantrr to Ned Capozzi Jr., president, Modern Design
+ Construction, Providence, Rl: mdcdesignconstruct
.com. Dean Martineau, contractor, East Providence,
Rl; deanmartineau.com. Arthur McLaughlin, Arthur
Mclaughlin & Associates lnterior Design,
San Francisco, CA; arthurmclaughlin.com. Plain &
Fanry Custom Cabinetry: plainfancycabinetry.com.
KraftMaid Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry; kraftmaid.com.

Ask This Old House: Question of the
Month (pp. 92-93) Wall mount: ULpC-L.
OmniMount, Phoenix, AZ; 800-668-6848:
omnimount.com. Power extension: powerBridge

TSCK, Littleton, CO; 855-755-9838;
powerbridgesolution.com. I
Time tnc. andThisOH HouscVenturesdo not
edor*any prduct or seflicementiond
or advertisd in this maga2ine.
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And Save 5olo With
Coupon Code REI-AXTOH

(Offer Expires tl /3O/t 2)

Shop online_with us and you,ll have to decide
where to spend all that extra time.
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ADVERTISEMENT
RESOURCES 2t 2-77e-7 172

Ilf you can see the underside
of your floor you can add
radiant heat to your home!FTX

WTIAT

GLAES
SIIWPLY
CAIU'7,*
lf you toke the time to fix

something, you wont it to lost,

Amozing Goop is perfect for

repoirs becouse it holds just

obout onything - wood, metol.

ceromic, gloss ond more.

Amozing Slrenglh you

con count on thot

is impoct ond

vibrotion resistonl,

ond woterproof. ,

www.ecl ecticprod ucts.com

Stay Connected With Us'rry*

041

= MADE in USA
by Eclectic Products

Give Your Home
An Energy Retrofit.
Do lt Yourself-We i,ld<e it Easyt

Use your water heater or our ultra high

efficient model to provide abundant and

comfortable radiant heatYou can plan ahead

for solar or do it now for energy & tax savings.

. Over 30 years of design o<Perience

. Clean, healthful systems that are easy to insall

. Our commitment to service and fue technical

support throughout your insallation
. Free, no-obl@tion quotes

tm,

Hw
Reduce your carbon
footprint and your
energy bill by up to 80o/o

To leam nrore visit our gecial urbpage

www.mdantecorn/rcGof lt

aaaBSB@
fradiant6c

\/!
, ,l

The leader in offordable, relioble and innovative rudiant heating

111, LYNDONVILLE'wo585t . PH. 800.451-7593' FAX 802-626-8045

F o r ro d i ant h e oti ng www. radia ntec.comF o r sol o r h e oti n g www.tadi o ntsol a r.co m

Paint Removal Solutions

Strips paint lrom clapboards, shingles, or

any flat surtace.

r Strips the butt and lace ol shingles and

clapboards simultaneously.

I Depth of cut is adjustable lo strip any

thickness of paint.

wMsHA',
The Paint S[aYeP Pro:

stripped debris into any vacuum.

r Strips 1 square

loot ol paint in

20 seconds.

I Can be used on

any type ol paint

including lead

paint.

I Collectsthe

r// oRBlTAl, q
J snwssm wRff #
Tho 5" Band0m orbitalsander vacil Pro:

I Can be used l0r preparing and feathering lead painted sur{aces.

I Can tinish wood and fiberglass surlac.es after they have been

FASTEST 0rbital
Sander available.

stripped with the

PaintShavero Pro.

EGOLOGICALLY SAFE

HEPA

attachs to

any wevdry or

www.paintshaver.com

L:F 1-800-932-5872
F tmerican lnternational T0ol. lnc

OUTSPtlTsA

3+TON!
Whtch the

vido online.

FASTEST
SPLITTER!

rhe new DR@ RapidFire- Log Splitter
slices through logs in under two seconds-
up to six times faster than ordinary log

splitters. We've replaced hydraulics with

two 74-pound cast iron flywheels that

Gera FREECfilogand DVD!

800-816-8395
DRLogspliters.oom

1*YEAR
TRIAL

LIMITED.TIME OFFER

I

o
generate 28 HP of
splitting force. Split
dense hardwoods up
to 30" in diameter.

I ffi
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E CAB LIS LE
wide plonk floors

r qrl

' "{it&,. ,:ij I
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vith Your
Pressure
Itasher
100 Fr
SewerJetter
Only $129

Automatically shuts off the
water supply when a leak

is detected to prevent damage
Our cutling+dge Reliance Serios monitors your entire
home and protects it from undetected waterieaks.

. Easy installation -
standard piDe

fittings, no hard
wiring required

. Wireless sensors

. Audible alarm

. Battery backup

. Low temperature
detection

. Remote water main
valve open/close

. lnterface with home
security system

*'

Stop Water
Leaks Fast

I Water Healers & Tanks r
Washing Machines

Plumbing Failures

HwTTt4srawl

FloodMaster.com

FBEE
sEils0R
PUCK!

sensol

& Water Shut{ff S}stem.

sith thc purchase o, a
Series Leak Detection

Whole.lloase
Leak Prutection

$10 oFFmil'r'j-A Mr&r tu*&,usa
'Free Guide'

.bOogHog.com

Or Call 877-992-5644

live your lile on o work of ort.

Tronsform your home with on
exquisite floor; custom mode for

you by Corlisle. Contoct us to
receive your complimentory

brochure.

www.wideplonkfl oorin g.com/toh

I .855.208.9380

.J
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Trust DucK brand

and strength
duct tape to deliver the quality
needed for every project.
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INCINOLET
ETECTRIC INCINIRATING TOITETS

Enioy the convenience,
cleonliness of INCINOLEI in

your cobin, home, dock, or boot.

lNClNOl-Et incinerotes woste tc
cleon osh, only electricity needed.

'120 or 240 volts.

INCINO[EI - sbinless sbel, Americon
mode for yeors of sofsfoction.

Used in oll climotes oround the world
Tested, lisred by UL

NSF

USCG

WHERE VINTAGE AND MODERN COLLIDEO

www.barn li ghtelectric.com

?
i

i

EIHE

ffi#VISIT

EARN LIGHT ELECTRIC

CALL

800.407.8784

ll ,r. \ |(,l ll

Coll l'E00'527'5551 www.incinolet.com
RTSEARCH PR0DUfiS . 2539 Andion ' Dollos, Iexos 75220

CLASSIC GUTTER SYSTEMS, L.L.C
. Heavy duty copper. aluminum &

galvalume half mund gutter

nl Q69) 65-nW . Fax. (269) 665-r?34

P.O. Box 2319 ' Kalamazoo, MI 49003

For complete line visit: wwwclassicgutters.com

. Up to 26'shipped

26 styles of
cast fascia

brackets

nationally
. Buy Direct

SELF-FEEDING

CHIP BRANCHES UP
TO 5-1l2" thickwith
powerful engines uPto l8 HP.

@rE@
3-Point Hitch Models Available

r8E!800-816-839
www.DRchiPPer.com

IPPEDR@ C

Call for a FREE DVD,

SAVES TIME
AND ENERGY.
Most branches will
self-feed, instead of
having to be force-fed ,

HeNo
Cnerrro

Solro Wooo
Doons

5'ereerf Storm
) Season Porcltet

Dfuh
Efiry Units

Inteior
dzMore!

VrNrecBDoons.coM
Shop OnlineToilay!

Fnrn Ceteroc! (800) 787-2001

I

nI
@a

Scan rede to learn moe about the lights {eattted io
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RAIL SYSTEMS 800-54 t-6829
www.atlantisrail.com
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Arts & Crafts Hardware and Lighting
www.HOAH.biz

$1 HousE oF ANTrouE HARDWARE

ways

(.

a

tn

EPOXY.SEAL
GO}IGRETE & GARAGE FTOOR PATNT

. 3x more durable than
porch & floor paint

. Beady-to-usc, no mixing
required

. Resists oil, chemicals and
hot tire pick-up

www seal-k rete. com llmrr'f ilIfIfi Iffi fm 800-323-73 s7

ffi

Innerglasc lotaliror StormMndors:
. Maintaiu de c[nm ud bauw of mu

aising wiadow

' Signifim{y pdu* trotiry ud mling biflr

' Gmpmion-Fit to .limin'te {nfu onplaely
' Gady rcdua ouride uois
. An perfea for endosirg rcn porcf,s
. Srre eneigr, mw money md uve historyl

l-8OO-7 43-6207 . w.stormwindows.com

Windoo Sytw LLc

lle Compressioa-f it Adruuge

t
Scan

Ior Uideo

RADIATOR
ETCLOSURES

FOn HOngS, OFF CES, CrrUSCrrES, n Srrurorys

W
FROM $ 45.00

BUY FAS'I'RY OINECT T SAVE . EASY TO ASSETELE
IAIIY STYLES I CILOnS . BAXED EilAfEL Ftt{lSH

S.N. l.N lot Ar!{;hu,'/ . R.lund/rb/, wlth Odar

tOflARCll *p,.
P.O. BOX &t6.trl KEnO RD.. CAn|STAOI. NJ 079t2

(20't )507-5551 wrflry.monan t@ve6.com
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Sorilla Products Promise:
o lncredible Strength
. Maximum Performance

L'llade in
USA # [i

Uelcme
tofou3h... -$.

91
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Stortn!
Tbe
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lf you're looking for a tough solution

for basement water problems,
DRYLOK' Extreme is the answer'

Its toughness shows with an

enhanced biocide to resist mildew

growth. lt can also stop 12 psi, which

is greater than a wall of water 26 feet

high. DRYLOK Extreme is made to
last which is why it features a fully

transferable 1 5-year warrantY.
Apply it on interior, exterior, above

or below grade masonry surfaces.

ffiffi
Bright *Vhite Smooth Finish

Guaranteed to Stop Water

Just ask your neighbors -_DRYLOK' is the
most pr-oven waterproofer on the market.

For a dcelcr near you call I -8fl1''272-3235
or vislt www.ugl'com

Mildew Resistant

SXSSCAFFOLDSETS-

Only $79.OO
TURNKEY TOWER PACI{AGES

FROM $324.OO

t

,s
PICTUBEO:

$639.00

20 tt Budget
frolling fower

BTTT DIRTCT!

866-900-O983
FAST, SAME-DAY SHIPPING!
UTUTW. SCAFFOLDMART. COM

SCHOOLH OUSE
ELECTRIC & SUPPLY CO.

I

ryr n
\
\

Iconic Iighting, furnishings and
tools for productive Iiving.

1-800-630-7113
SCHOOLHOUSEELECTRIC.COM

www.surfacin
l{: :,rlr

ution:com

DOORS

AMBIANCEDOORS.COM - BEAUTIFUL
INTERIoR FRENCH DOORS, Large selection,

affordable, great service, high quallty.

-l
.rl

t

t

I

6UARANTEEO TO IIiIY .

i9ads&3-5* '

Fitt Gaps. Stop Drafts.
Save Energy.

www.touch-n-foam.com

9Touclr
hFoafii

lTouch
ilFOm

...AfUD HEBE

)

I a a

-
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MILL DIRECT

WII)EPINE,
7" to 20" , Iower Prices
Superior Quality Kiln Dried 6,80,6

WOOD IDEA
ca 34 Deer Run Lane

Mercer, ME 04957
207.58?.4832



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS TIFEIIME !flARRAIITY
oxuwoIretQuallty Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

FACTORY DIRECT
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high
quality tools at such ridiculously low
pilces? We buy direhl lrom the factories
who also supply the maior brands and
sell direct to you. lt's iust that simple!
See lor yourcell at rine of our 400
Stores Nationwide and use this 20Yo0tl
Goupon on one of our 7,000 products*,
plus pick up a Free 1" x 25 Ft. Tape

Measure, a $5.99 value. We stock
Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, Tarps,
Compresson, Air & Power Tools,
Woodworting Tools, Welders, Tool
Boxes, Generators, and much morc.

. 0ver 20 Million Satislied Gustomerc!

. 1 Year Gompetilor's Low Price Guaranlee

. No Hassle Relurn Policy!

. 1 00% Satisfaction Guaranleed!

tlobody Beats Our 0uality,
Servic6 and Price!- '

7 tl.4" x g FL 6'
PURPOSE I|'EATHER

RESISTAIIT IARP
toT 1,l0. 877/t91 37/69249/t9129

Ft

HAfiBoR FREIGHT T00tS - tlMll 1 only available wjth qualitying minimum
purchase (excludes gilt value). Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or
pior purchase. otler good whil€ supplies last. Shipping & Handling char06
may apply il oot picked up in-store. orioinal coupon must be presnted. Non-
translemble. Valid lirough 12n4112. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

I ffi ] ilfl n]]ilt]n il[llt[ fi lt ilI tile9565942

. ,.,..,{
.. m:::::x{

u4' {X>x{

$4

one coupon per customer

ililr ilr u urlu r|! ljlljilr lllr ln m

PTTTSBIIRGH 12"
BAR CLAMP/SPHEADER

Item46807
shown

SAYE
flitolo

r rlr[ ffi ril]lllul lll]l][[ rx] ilr ril
REG. PR|CE i5.49

r0T l{0. 92471

REG.
PRICE

$9.9s hARBOA EiEIGHT TOOLS. LIMIT 5

99
r ilr ilr llllt"I[uuuluJilt |l!lr ill ffil

PRIGE $5.99 HI88O8 Ff, EIGHT TOOLS. TIMTI 1

tool

at

welde6,

lcoupon
per day.

r0T ilo. 16807/
68975/09221/09?22

fiW$$+s
BEG. PRICE $6.99

irulilril[|rulllt[|itrr[]l[ll!!l

r lfl [ ilil llllt [!!t flilt ltu llllilil] ru l!!l
HAFBOP iREIGHI TOOTS - LIMIT 8

SAYE
43olo

E
4

ilfl ll il[ fl ll ilil llil1 ]ilt fi ll ilfi Lil ffir

HABBOB F8E]GHT TOOLS - TIMIT 6

ItBm
90984
shown

REG. PRICE $16.99
der diwum oi6uNn or Eior Ntu
god Mib suqDli6 & h-lI?,M[_
gm! ol,.!",sl ry 9'1_.,11 E'_oI

drillmcster'
(lRBITAT

PALM SA]IDER
LoT ilo. 40070

11,0lll oPM

SAUE
!15olo

$899,[',&
rtilfltilil ffi t]]illflililtllllilililtru

HARBOB TBfIGHT TOOLS " LiMII ]
M il M @ d sM or by @. funfl h u$0 sh fur dbc&d or muDon or onor frNtu il d4 hm omrM Ntu d o{iml mu trBr md dih suohs td flofrtrintrd
oddd muFn nG b M Vdid 6rcqh 1Z?e12. Limn om m4dn F cu$omr w d4.

12" SLtDtilG CoMPoUilo
MIIER SAW IIUITH

LASER GUIDE
CHICAOOEELECTRIq

$7.9S
shown

42429llem $1ee

SAYE
52olo

$7ee $4
ItBm 877shown

@rnrcmrr

Item 98085 shown

HANAOR fREIGHTTOOLS - LIMII 9
tudbMdouFtrDtuFnfu
adffierd6dhDiI@.gET3g:.g3gYg-&t

'**.30 LED S0[AR
SEGUBITY TIGHT
LoT t{0. 98085/896/t4l6S890

lncludes 1.2 volt,

ftt dtud ssu@ oiDior putu
' d dlk $dB H iloftmhm*
W w @up Br cNmoi tsr &y

ffi{IRTITIITUTAIIG

SAYE
frTo SAUE *"!%',13,;

li0olo '"#;flu

$$$ee,tner
r |lll[ ilil llluul!!!] ll[uilr ]ilr ilil il

600mAh/6 volt
I'licd mhargable

battery pack

$17ee
Ill]illlll fi Lilil ]l[ illtillll M illll]

HABBOB FBEIGMTOOLS. LIMIT 5 REG. PRICE $24.99

0d
Umi

Milu@WorpddDtfu
lftsdk@ffi.
g,_qg ry3*yld_g

17 FI. TYPE 1A
MULTI.IASK

LAITDER

sAuE toTr0.67646

$55
3M t8. CAPAGITY

a c0ilFrGuMilus

r Lril fi il rfi llullr,ll[urlllil ililr tilr ilr
$114ee

HMEOB FFEIGHT TOOLS. LIMIT3 REG. PRTCE $169.99

Lase r g uide req ui res two AAA batteries
(inctuded).

r llxr m lllilrulllullllil illt llll ilt

PTTTSBIIFGH@@

WEIGHS

74 18S.

RAPID PUMP@
3 r01{
HEAVY DUTY
STEEI.
FLtlOR JACK

r ililililil lllurylJutu]llI lillt ul ffit
HARAOR FREIGIIT TOOLS . LIMII {

HAEAOB FREIGHT TOOLS , LIMIT 5

SAYE
$80

Item
98194
shown

toT 1{0.
98194/69684

REG. PRTCE $199.99

$11gee

sAuI
Bl.AllE

tltctuoED

flARBOB FBEIGHTTOOLS. LIMII 5

$69ee*t[i
GM d ou, $orss ohsbsde or by proT. ftTor oc used wlh othr dismunt or mupon or Ddor DuroNs
dcr I diF tom oilqind purhsa rih oA'nal rscdpr fffl Oood dlls su0oies 6. NonltrSaaote.
olbid couftr m$l & prosilld Vilid fircuoh 14442. Lml ono codFn per cusm'!s day.
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afls m

-0$rB

Gmd al fl nom or wbsis or by 0r0nr. Cilrcr os rsed w[h oiher d6c0,nt or m,Mi or dm' budhrss
aflsr 30 &F tm onorrl pumlas sf oriotM ffiDt. mr omd Mih $00l6'tr lirtrj]dnd6
oiqid mupol mu$ !6 prsdd vdid 6atgn 1in4t,2 ifl me oubn ts, cLrrorur Fr dry

AXY
sxGrtril!
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400 Stores ilationwide 0tder 0nline at HarborFreight.com and We'!l Ship Your 0rder Fedk.
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Anaconda, N,4ontana

Donna Volberding,
446-564 6746

?he history: Once home to a

massive copper-smelting facility,

Anaconda was booming in the late 19th

century, when its wealthier residents

started building stylish houses on the
town's tony west end. Those residents
included grocer Albert lr/acCallum,

who, in 1895, built this solid-brick
three-bedroom on Main Street. ln

1904, he sold it to Dennis Roach,

owner of a prosperous wholesale

company that sold pool tables, cigars,

and f lowers, amongotherthings. After
Roach's death in 1925, his widow,

lvlaude, remained here for almost

30 years. Their daughter, Katherine,

brief ly converted the house into a

kindergarten before turning it back

into a single-family residence.

Whysave it? The house is an

interesting mix of two distinct
architectural styles, with a partial

mansard roof, reminiscent of Second

Empire houses, butting up against the
domedtowerof a QueenAnne. lt retains

its original doors, windows, built-ins,

millwork, and fireplace mantels.
What it needs: The plumbing

isfine, the electrical could use

updating, and you'll need a new

furnace. The current owners
recently reglazed the first-floor
windows and installed a new

water heater. Although its copper-

mining days are longgone,
Anaconda retains its historic

downtown. There's a ski resort
nearby and the town is now home
to a golf course designed by Jack

Nicklaus, so there'll be plenty of
leisure activities to enjoy once your

work is done. -KEtrH PANDoLFt

1 The 1,514-square-foot house is located in a
national historic district. lt has three bedrooms
and two full baths.The front porch was enclosed
by a previous owner but could be returned to
its original state. -?- The house still has three
original mantelpieces, includingthis one in
a bedroom.,1i- The staircase has its original
hand-carved balustrades. J A built-in corner
hutch remains in the kitchen.

Gotahouse?
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