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MODEL STYLING TECHNOLOBY CAREGO
ACADIA DENALI CHROME ACCENTS COLOR TOUCH RADIO 1181 CUFT*

WE USED ENGINEERING, GEOMETRY AND
PHYSICS TO CREATE CHEMISTRY.

The 2013 Acadia Denali interior takes everyone to school with seating for seven and
heated and cooled front seats. Wood and polished metal accents help make the grade.
Combine that with the industry's first front center air bag** and you have yet another
degree in Denali distinction.

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE. (=] \V | o

*With second- and third-row seats folded. Cargo and load y limite we th and distribution **Always use safety belts and child
restraints. Children are safer when properly T in the e child restraint, See the Owner's Manual for mare information
20713 General Motors. All rights reserved. Acadia De AC WE ARE PR SI0NAL BRADE
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You’ve spent months decorating your home.

Fortunately, it only takes 15 minutes to see how much you could

SAVE WITH GEICO.

You've looked through every magazine.
Decorators seek you out at dinner
parties. Youre on a first name basis
with the staff of every furnishing place
in town. It took forever, but you got
everything you needed to make your
home right for you. Fortunately, it only
takes 15 minutes to get your insurance
right with GEICO.

carieeno GEICO
geico.com )
1-800-947-AUTO (2886) '
or call your local GEICO agent

AUTO « HOME » RENTERS * MOTORCYCLE * RV « BOAT « PWC

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and feahures are not avaliable in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage Is underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company, Homeowners, renters, boat and PWC coverages are writt
through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. GEICO s a registered service mark of Govemment Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway I
subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2012. @ 2012 GEl
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before + after: kitchen
With arevised ceiling and
traditional touches, a bland box
becomes warm and welcoming

before + after:bath
Pale finishes and a space-
uniting arch give a gloomy
guest bath an airy, open feel

updating a

cozy Craftsman

A skilled DIYer brings a

tired, torn-up 1916 bungalow
back tolife

low-cost custom
details from design
pros’ownhomes
Get inspired with these
interior-enhancing ideas

how to get the most

out of your contractor

Our insightful guide to today's
remodeling realities will help
you keep things sailing smoothly

TOH tv
finding the right finish

After some experimenting, the
interior woodwork at the latest
project house gets just the look
the owners were longing for

upgrades

shopping
Standout stools

shop smarter
Induction cooktops

getthislook for less
Quirky cottage-style
home office

all about
Pellet stoves
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25

Year Limited
Warranty
INCLUDED

Thanks for the love
from the heart of your home.

We're so excited that you rated us “Highest in Customer Satisfaction
with Kitchen Cabinets” in 1.D. Power and Associates’ most recent study.
Maybe it's because our quality is backed by a 25-year warranty. Maybe
it’s because of our easy ordering & delivery options. Or maybe, it's
because it all comes at a great price. Start building your dream
kitchen at www.planyourkitchen.com

RAMSJI0 kitchen starting $1799* Based on a 10x10 kitchen
Imers surveyea Janu V=FEDruanry - s YOur

' The Life Improvement Store

RAMSJIO Kitchen $5999 as shown |



ADVERTISEMENT

New Year, New Kitchen!

25

Year Limited
Warranty
INCLUDED

Make this the year you finally get the kitchen
of your dreams

If the heart of your home isn’t as welcoming and well-organized

as you'd like it to be, IKEA stores can help. From high-functioning
built-in appliances that integrate seamlessly with your cabinets to

RATIONELL interior arganizers turn chaotic drawers ingenious interior organizers, IKEA kitchens are designed to

and hard-to-reach corners into marvels of beauty and s ! ffici

efficiency. The state-of-the-art NUTID induction cooktops  IT1@XIMize your space, increase efficiency and make food prep,

heat up 60% faster than glass ceramic cooktops andare  cooking and clean up a breeze. IKEA makes it easy-and affordable—

up to 40% more efficient than traditional cooktops. : iy : 3 . , -

Theyiraikidlandlyioo: becalisa theviorly f6e! Tl Whon to bring your vision to life with just the right amount of help you need.

in contact with a pot or pan! So this year, dream big knowing your resolution is within reach at IKEA,

®
Cabinets and cookware, sinks and spatulas, IKEA has everything to make
your kitchen “yours" under one roof, and at an affordable price. And with a free 25-year

limited warranty on IKEA kitchens, you'll also find peace of mind. Start planning your
dream kitchen today at planyourkitchen.com
The Life Improvement Store™

© Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2012
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AFTER A BIG DAY OF

CATCHIN' Jass

NEW YORK PIGSKIN, (B
VICTOR CRUZ LIKES W

KICKIN'

BUFFALO CHICKEN.

ui'"

Big pieces of chicken and veggies
to feed an NFL size hunger.

ITFILLS YOU UP RIGHT.®

OFFICIAL SOUP SPONSOR OF THE NFL




CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The editor
hunkered down at home; floodwaters
inundating an ambulance; the National
Guard delivers supplies; a sailboat
beached down the block in Hoboken.

8 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

Wishing us all
a safe haven

As Iwrite this I’'m thinking I've sort of told this story before. It was last
year, about Hurricane Irene. But Irene’s roundhouse punch missed my
neighborhood and did its damage elsewhere. This time, Hurricane Sandy
swung from back on its heels and connected hard on the chin.

My family and I have built a little life for ourselves right across from
New York City, in a square-mile community of 50,000 people called
Hoboken. Hoboken, New Jersey, is a rich patch of American soil: birth-
place of baseball, the nation’s first brewery, the zipper, Frank Sinatra,
and dozens of other things that make life better. That includes the way its
shoreline shoulders the Hudson River as it flows by, and, in fact, it’s where
On the Waterfront was filmed and where Marlon Brando, seeing it had all
been taken from him, croaked, “I coulda been a contender.”

But no one, contender or champion, could have ducked
the punch that Sandy threw. That’s true here in my communi-
ty, true a hundred miles south, a hundred miles east, and true
in some places where communities are now nothing more
than broken boards and muck. Sandy was a heavyweight.

As you read this, a few weeks after the storm, it’s possible
a good measure of life will have returned to normal for some,
though certainly not all, of those affected; maybe fresh foods
and gasoline will be available, power and rail lines restored,
FEMA and the National Guard gone. But I'm not so sure.
Right now there is a 25-foot sailboat keeled over on its star-
board side on the sidewalk just a few blocks from my house.
The park my son once skinned his knees in has washed away,
replaced by a rat’s nest of debris and uprooted trees. Neigh-
bors and their families in the south and west of town flooded
to the third story in a bathtub of 500 million gallons of Hud-
son River water and raw sewage. And, as I write this, five days
after Sandy’s waves muscled over the river’s bulkhead, with cold weather
now biting at people who fled with only the clothes on their backs, there
is no estimate for when most can expect the return of electricity and heat.

We somehow fared well at my house. We even kept power, though 90
percent of the town didn’t. Tknow people who have it so much worse—here
in my town; down at the Jersey Shore, where blocks of homes have disap-
peared beneath the sand; in Breezy Point in Queens, where more than a
hundred houses burned to the ground. And people died—no one I know,
but human beings with lives and families—that frightening night.

And so this thing has unnerved me, even scared me, beyond expecta-
tion. Sure, I've watched footage of the National Guard patrolling the
storm-ravaged streets before, I've seen rescues, recoveries, feeding sta-
tions, shelters, and people with hollow eyes walking numb. But all that
was on TV, not here, not at home.

During World War I, more than a million men in the American
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Expeditionary Forces embarked from the Hoboken docks
for the trenches of Europe, chanting General Pershing’s
slogan, “Heaven, Hell or Hoboken.” The idea was that as
the doughboys left the soil of Europe, however they might
depart it, they'd be either going to their final reward or
returning here and then onward to home. They certainly
couldn’t have known, and my neighbors and I would
never have guessed, that separated in time and struck by
the balled fist of nature, those three very different places
could be the same place.

Lying in bed the night after the storm, while I tried to find
a way to fall asleep, my wife sensed my anxiousness. Like all
of you who read TOH, I thought I had made a sanctuary
for my family, this place, built on hope and sweat and not
just a little money, that was meant to be always safe. That’s
the common goal, for we TOHers, isn’t it? That’s why we
read this magazine and watch the TV shows and use the website—to help us
make a home for our families. But as my wife turned to me, I told her I felt
not just off-balance but helpless in the face of the power of the storm, as if I
had failed us. I just want to have a place where you guys can be safe, I said
to her. And my wife responded, where can you go that you're always safe?

I want there to be an answer to her question—a point on the map, a
town name, a little somewhere with a solid fence and a sturdy foundation
and a snug, sheltering roof. But I know the answer is “nowhere.” You can
be cautious, you can take care to be safe, but there is nowhere that you
can always be safe.

And so you do what you can. You prepare, as I hope all of you have,
for whatever dangers you might one day face. And you act your best in
the aftermath. On the first night, with our electricity hanging on, we gave
people the supplies we didn’t need—batteries and matches and candles.
The next morning we ran extension cords out the front door to a table
where people could recharge cell phones and laptops. Others who kept
power did the same and offered coffee and breakfast, too. And now, when
I finish this note, I'll do what I imagine so many TOH readers would do in
a similar situation: I'll go downtown and stand in line to volunteer. There
are a lot of people in need, just as nervous, just as scared as I am. There
always are, and because there are, the best that we can do is putouta hand.
You never know when you’ll need one in return.

%t @«@va’\

SCOTT OMEL}ANUK, EDITOR
ScottO@thisoldhouse.com

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: A resident
gets a lift across a flooded street;
volunteers deliver ready-to-eat
meals and distribute water and
food in stricken areas post-Sandy.

This Old House has a long history of supporting
disaster relief and other charitable organizations.
We include a list of organizations below whose
contributions will help those affected by the
Sandy crisis, but we encourage you to give to the
charity of your choice whenever you are able.

AMERICAN RED CROSS HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

SANDY DISASTER RELIEF  habitat.org
redcross.org/Ip/sandy

K.L.D.S. (KIDS
AMERICARES IN DISTRESSED
americares.org SITUATIONS)

kidsdonations.org
DIRECT RELIEF
INTERNATIONAL
directrelief.org

REBUILDING TOGETHER
rebuildingtogether.org

You can find a list of national charities at
thisoldhouse.com/give, and a larger list of vetted
organizations is available at charitynavigator.com.
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READER
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CONTEST

2013 Reader
Remodel Contest

Upload photos of your whole-house,
yard, kitchen, bath, or other room
makeover for achance at $10,000in
cash prizes and a 2013 GMC Sierra
pickup. Go to thisoldhouse.com/
yourTOH for the entry form or to
see all the reader entries.

| FEATURED
| VIDEO

Our favorite
remodel
of 2012

Think you have what it
takes tonabatopprizein
our Reader Remodel
Contest? Check out the
house and family that won
last year's competition at
thisoldhouse.com/bonus

TABLETS
Bonus images

See sixmore great spaces from the
house featured on the cover—

plus other tablet exclusives—only in
the digital edition of This Old House
magazine. To get your copy, goto
thisoldhouse.com/tablet

ConTrsT mu—
Take great

contest photos

-+ How to Take
Magazine-Worthy
Pictures of Your Home

-+ How to Snap
More Artful
Garden Photos

Goto
thisoldhouse
.com/bonus

!3 facebook.com/thisoldhouse
@ pinterest.com/thisoldhouse

j @thisoldhouse
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readermail

Our October 2012 cover kitchen, with its affordable
farmhouse style, proved to be a big hit with readers. We tell you
how to see more of it, and also share a tribute to a DIYer dad, a
(not so uncommon) complaint from a husbhand, and a reader

project with rustic shine.

Budget kitchenredo

I love the farmhouse kitchen redo in
October 2012 [cover and page 102]
done by Macksi and Cody Warner.
Are there more pictures available of
the other side of the room? The origi-
nal kitchen size looks similar to mine,
with the dining room on the other
side, and I would like to see the result

of opening the two rooms.
—LINDSAY FREY, BY E-MAIL

The editors reply: Lindsay, we love
that kitchen too! The dining room
side appeared in November/Decem-
ber 2012’s Get This Look for Less,

and you can find more photos of
the remodel on the Warners' blog,
mulberryhillfarm.weebly.com.

Familyinspiration

After reading editor Scott Omelia-
nuk’s October 2012 letter, “True
DIY Grit” [page 9], I would like to
offer him my heartfelt sympathy for
the loss of his grandma, Olive. His
letter really resonated with me. My
husband and I moved to the country
three years ago to get back a little of
that DIY attitude. My inspiration and
hero was my dad, who passed away
last December. Not a day goes by

MARJEAN AND DON KRECH, MIDDLEBURG, PA,

March 2012's Salvage Style, “Use a Barn Pulley to Make a Wall-
Mount Light Fixture," inspired us. [Find it at thisoldhouse.com/
bonus.] Three years after a kitchen remodel, we still had an empty
hole waiting for a sconce. We live in a renovated barn, so when | saw
your pulley-light project, | knew that it was exactly what | was looking
for! My husband made the backing with boards from a dismantled
fence, used a pulley and bracket we already had, and found new
cloth-covered wire online. Thank you so much for the inspiration.

Perfect barn light

12 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013
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without noticing something that he
taught me to do or built for me, like
the four beautiful raised garden beds
that I grew way too many tomatoes
in this summer.

I wish everyone had an Olive in

their life.
—CHRISTY ADAMS, BY E-MAIL

Toomuchofagoodthing
Does this fall under the category of a
complaint? I subscribed to This Old
House about a year ago. I really like
the magazine and all the tips. Unfor-
tunately, my wife has also become
interested in reading it. Your maga-
zine is quickly becoming a “honey-
do” list for me! She actually looks
forward to each issue and now wants
to know when I am going to start her
first project. Not good! Help! Please,
either send Tommy, Roger, Norm,
and Richard or back off with all the
tips, tricks, and project ideas.

—RON OLSON, NEW BRIGHTON, MINN,

Correction

= In“The TOH Top 100" (November/
December 2012, page 81), the name
of the manufacturer of the Pop-up
ClogFree Drain on page 84 should
have been PF Waterworks, not PJ.
Our apologies for the error.

The editors: E-mail TOH_letters@
thisoldhouse.com or write to This Old

House magazine, 135 West 50th Street, New
York, NY 10020. = Include your full name,
address, and phone number. Published
letters are edited for clarity and length.

howto
reach



I'm breathing better,

so now, | can be part of the picture.
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COPD? Ask your doctor about breathing better with ADVAIR?

ADVAIR helps improve your lung function so you breathe better. Results may vary. Unlike most chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) medications, ADVAIR contoins both an onti-inflammatory! ond o long-acting
bronchodilator working together to help improve your lung function. ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 is oppraved for
adults with COPD, including chronic bronchitis, emphysema, or both. ADVAIR DISKUS is not for, and should not be
used to treat, sudden, severe symptoms of COPD. ADVAIR won't replace o rescue inhaler. You should only take
linhalation of ADVAIR twice a doy. Higher doses will not provide additionol benefits. Ask your doctor about ADVAIR.

ADVAIR

Important Safety Information about ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50

« Do not use ADVAIR to treat sudden, severe symptoms of asthma or COPD. Always
have a rescue inhaler medicine with you to treat sudden symptams.

# Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS if you have severe allergy to milk proteins. Ask your
doctor if you are not sure.

# Do not use ADVAIR more often than prescribed. Do not take ADVAIR with
other medicines that contain long-acting beta -agonists for any reason.
Tell your doctor about medicines you take and about all of your medical conditions.

* ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side effects, including:

s serious allergic reactions. (all your healthcare provider or get emergency
medical care if you get any of the following symptoms of a serious allergic
reaction: rash; hives; swelling of the face, mouth, and tongue; breathing problems.

« sudden breathing problems immediately after inhaling your medicine.

« effects on heart: increased blood pressure; a fast and irreqular heartbeat; chest pain.

» effects on nervous system: tremor; nervousness.

» reduced adrenal function (may result in loss of energy).

« changes in blood (sugar, potassium, certain types of white blood cells).

» weakened immune system and a higher chance of infections. You should
avoid exposure to chickenpox and measles, and, if exposed, consult your healthcare
provider without delay. Worsening of existing tuberculosis, fungal, bacterial, viral,
or parasitic infections, or ocular herpes simplex may occur.

ADVAIR DISKUS 20

(fuiasone proionet: 250 meg and sameteol 50 g inkiaion poweer

elower bone mineral density. This may be a problem for people who already
have a higher chance of low bone density (osteoparosis).

s eye problems including glaucoma and cataracts. You should have regular
eye exams while using ADVAIR.

« pneumonia. People with COPD have a higher chance of getting pneumonia.
ADVAIR may increase the chance of getting pneumonia. Call your doctor if
you notice any of the following symptoms: increase in mucus (sputum)
production; change in mucus color; fever; chills; increased cough; increased
breathing problems.

» Common side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 for COPD include: thrush
in the mouth and throat, throat irritation, hoarseness and voice changes, viral
respiratory infections, headache, muscle and bone pain.

*Measured by a breathing test in people taking ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50, compared with people
taking either fluticasone propionate 250 meg or salmeterol 50 mcg. Your results may vary.

tltis not known how anti-inflammatories work in COPD.
$Restrictions apply. See ADVAIRCOPD.com for eligibility rules.

Please see Brief Summary of Important Safety Information about
ADVAIR DISKUS on adjacent page.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to
the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

To get your first full prescription free and to save on
refills} visit ADVAIRCOPD.com or call 1-877-200-4673.

n't have prescription coverage |

and can't afford your medicines, 0 o
visit GSKforYou.com GlaxoSmithKline

or call 1-866-GSK-FOR-U (1-84646-475-3578)




ADVAIR DISKUS®

(fluticasone propionate and
salmeterol inhalation powder)
This summary does not take the place of talking to your
healthcare provider about your medical condition or
treatment. See full Prescribing Information for complete
product information.

What is the most important information | should
know about ADVAIR DISKUS?
ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side effects, including:
1. People with asthma who take long-acting beta,-
adrenergic agonist (LABA) medicines, such as
salmeterol (one of the medicines in ADVAIR DISKUS),

BRIEF

SUMMARY |

have an increased risk of death from asthma |

problems. It is not known whether fluticasone propionate

the other medicine in ADVAIR DISKUS, reduces the risk

of death from asthma problems seen with salmeterol.
 (Call your healthcare provider if breathing problems

worsen over time while using ADVAIR DISKUS. You

may need different treatment.

* Get emergency medical care if:

- breathing problems worsen quickly and
- you use your rescue inhaler medicine, but it does not
relieve your breathing problems.

2. ADVAIR DISKUS should be used only if your healthcare
provider decides that your asthma is not well controlled
with a long-term asthma control medicine, such as
inhaled corticosteroids.

3. When your asthma is well controlled, your healthcare
provider may tell you to stop taking ADVAIR DISKUS. Your
healthcare provider will decide if you can stop ADVAIR
DISKUS without loss of asthma control. Your healthcare
provider may preseribe a different asthma control
medicine for you, such as an inhaled corticosteroid.

4, Children and adolescents who take LABA medicines may
have an increased risk of being hospitalized for asthma
problems.

What is ADVAIR DISKUS?

* ADVAIR DISKUS combines an inhaled corticosteroid
medicine, fluticasone propionate (the same medicine
found in FLOVENT®), and a LABA medicine, salmeterol
(the same medicine found in SEREVENT®).

- Inhaled corticosteroids help to decrease inflammation in
the lungs. Inflammation in the lungs can lead to asthma
symptoms.

- LABA medicines are used in people with asthma and
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). LABA
medicines help the muscles around the airways in your
lungs stay retaxed to prevent symptoms, stich as wheezing
and shortness of breath. These symptoms can happen
when the muscles around the airways tighten. This makes
ithard to breathe. In severe cases, wheezing can stop your
breathing and cause death if not treated right away.

» ADVAIR DISKUS is used for asthma and COPD as follows:

Asthma

ADVAIR DISKUS is used to control symptoms of asthma
and to prevent symptoms such as wheezing in adults and
children aged 4 years and older.

ADVAIR DISKUS contains salmeterol (the same medicine
found in SEREVENT). LABA medicines, such as salmeterol,
increase the risk of death from asthma problems.

ADVAIR DISKUS is not for adults and children with asthma

= if you have a severe allergy to milk proteins. Ask your '

doctor if you are not sure.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before
using ADVAIR DISKUS?

Tell your healthcare provider about all of your health
conditions, including if you:

+ have heart problems e« have high blood pressure
* have seizures « have thyroid problems

« have diabetes * have liver problems

* have osteoporosis

* have an immune system problem

* are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not
known if ADVAIR DISKUS may harm your unborn baby.

« are breastfeeding. It is not known if ADVAIR DISKUS |

passes into your milk and if it can harm your baby.

. are allergic to any of the ingredients in ADVAIR

DISKUS, any other medicines, or food products
= are exposed to chickenpox or measles
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you
take including prescription and non-prescription medicines,
vitamins, and herbal supplements. ADVAIR DISKUS and
certain other medicines may interact with each other.

This may cause serious side effects. Especially, tell your |

| healthcare provider if you take ritonavir. The anti-HIV

who are well controlled with an asthma control |

medicine, such as a low to medium dose of an inhaled
corticosteroid medicine.

COPD

COPD is a chronic lung disease that includes chronic
bronchitis, emphysema, or both. ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50
is used long term, 2 times each day to help improve lung
function for better breathing in adults with COPD.
ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 has been shown to decrease
the number of flare-ups and worsening of COPD
symptoms (exacerbations).

Who should not use ADVAIR DISKUS?

Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS:
« {p treat sudden, severe symptoms of asthma or COPD.

medicines NORVIR® (ritonavir capsules) Soft Gelatin,
NORVIR (ritonavir oral solution), and KALETRA® (lopinavir/
ritonavir) Tablets contain ritonavir.

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list and show it
1o your healthcare provider and pharmacist each time you
get a new medicine.

How do | use ADVAIR DISKUS?

Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS unless your healthcare

provider has taught you and you understand everything.

Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you have

any questions.

* Children should use ADVAIR DISKUS with an adult's help,
as instructed by the child's healthcare provider

* Use ADVAIR DISKUS exactly as prescribed. Do not use
ADVAIR DISKUS more often than prescribed. ADVAIR
DISKUS comes in 3 strengths. Your healthcare provider
has prescribed the one that is best for your condition.

o The usual dosage of ADVAIR DISKUS is 1 inhalation
2 times each day (moming and evening). The 2 doses
should be about 12 hours apart. Rinse your mouth with
water after using ADVAIR DISKUS.

« If you take more ADVAIR DISKUS than your doctor has
prescribed, get medical help right away if you have any
unusual symptoms, such as worsening shortness of
breath, chest pain, increased heart rate, or shakiness.

= {f you miss a dose of ADVAIR DISKUS, just skip that dose.
Take your next dose at your usual time. Do not take
2 doses at one time.

* Do not use a spacer device with ADVAIR DISKUS.

* Do not breathe into ADVAIR DISKUS.

» While you are using ADVAIR DISKUS 2times each day, |

do not use other medicines that contain a LABA for
any reason. Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if
any of your other medicines are LABA medicines.

* Do not stop using ADVAIR DISKUS or other asthma |

medicines unless told to do so by your healthcare provider
because your symptoms might get worse. Your healthcare
provider will change your medicines as needed.

* ADVAIR DISKUS does not relieve sudden symptoms. |

Always have a rescue inhaler medicine with you to treat
sudden symptoms. If you do not have an inhaled, short-

acting bronchodilator, call your healthcare provider to |

have one prescribed for you.

Call your healthcare provider or get medical care
right away if:
* your breathing problems worsen with ADVAIR DISKUS
* you need to use your rescue inhaler medicine more often
than usual
= your rescue inhaler medicine does not work as well for you
at relieving symptoms
= you need fo use 4 or more inhalations of your rescue
inhaler medicine for 2 or more days in a row

| = See “Whatis the mostim

* you use 1 whole canister of your rescue inhaler medicine
in 8 weeks' time

= your peak flow meter results decrease. Your healthcare
provider will tell you the numbers that are right for you.

* you have asthma and your symptoms do not improve after
using ADVAIR DISKUS requiarty for 1 week

What are the possible side effects with ADVAIR DISKUS?

. = ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side effects,

including:
portant information | should
know about ADVAIR DISKUS?”

= serious allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider
or get emergency medical care if you get any of the
following symptoms of a serious allergic reaction:

- rash

- hives

- swelling of the face, mouth, and tongue
- breathing problems

* sudden breathing problems immediately after inhaling
your medicine

« effects on heart
- increased blood pressure
- a fast and irregular heartbeat
- chest pain

= effects on nervous system
- tremor
- Nervousness

» reduced adrenal function (may result in loss of energy)

» changes in blood (sugar, potassium, certain types of
white blood cells)

= weakened immune system and a higher chance of
infections

« lower bone mineral density. This may be a problem
for people who already have a higher chance of low bone
density (osteoporosis).

= eye problems including glaucoma and cataracts. You
should have regular eye exams while using ADVAIR DISKUS.

» slowed growth in children. A child's growth should be
checked often.

* pneumonia. People with COPD have a higher chance
of getting pneumonia. ADVAIR DISKUS may increase
the chance of getting pneumonia. Call your healthcare
provider if you notice any of the following symptoms:

- increase in mucus (sputum) production
- change in mucus color
- fever
- chills
- increased cough
- increased breathing problems
Common side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS include:

Asthma: COPD:
* upper respiratory tract « thrush in the mouth and
infection throat
« throat irritation « throat irritation
* hiparseness and voice * hoarseness and voice
changes changes
« thrush in the mouth and « viral respiratory infections
throat » headache
* bronchitis = muscle and bone pain
. ogugh
» headache
* nausea and vomiting
In children with asthma, infections in the ear, nose, and
| throat are common.
. Tell your healthcare provider about any side effect that
| bothers you or that does not go away.

These are not all the side effects with ADVAIR DISKUS. Ask
your healthcare provider or pharmagist for more information.
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You
may report side effects to the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for additional

| information about ADVAIR DISKUS. You can also contact

the company that makes ADVAIR DISKUS (toll free)
at 1-888-825-5249 or at www.advair.com.

GlaxoSmithKline
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

ADD:7MG January 2011

ADVAIR DISKUS, DISKUS, FLOVENT, and SEREVENT are
registered trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline. Norvir and
Kaletra are registered trademarks of Abbott Laboratories.

©2012 The GlaxoSmithKline Group of Companies
Al rights reserved. Printed in USA.
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Enter our
contest!

Make it your first
resolution of 2013, and put
yourself in the running for a
chance to win cash and a brand-
new GMC Sierra pickup by
entering our sixth annual Reader
Remodel Contest. Even if you
don’t snag a prize, your entry
may still be featured in our July
2013 issue. Our editors’ tips for
submitting a standout project:
1_Take photos that are well lit, in

[ Clear snow off

trees and shrubs
White-blanketed greenery may

be easy on the eyes, but you can't
leave it looking this way aftera
heavy storm; too much buildup
can cause branches to break.
Prevent damage by brushing away
snow with a broom, sweeping
gently to avoid harming fine
branch ends. If a branch starts to
snap off, use a handsaw to remove
it just beyond the outside edge

of the branch collar—the bulge

of bark from which the branch
grows—as a clean cut will heal
better than a ragged tear.

focus, and free of clutter.

2_Tell us the story of your

remodel, including those A [1 Stockpile fireplace ashes for your yard

funny, touching, and, yes, ! -I-() I'i ¥ Don'tlet this potassium- and calcium-rich by-product of cordwood fires go
embarrassing anecdotes. | to waste. Let ashes cool, then scoop them up. Sprinkle on a compost pile for

3_Enterin multiple categories.
We want to see all you've got,
not just whole-house redos.
For more info and to enter, visit
thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH.

anutrient boost, or save in a sealed container to add to tomato seedlings and
other calcium-loving plants when you put them in the ground this spring.

] Prevent

[J Take inventory of valuables

iced-over Update your homeowners’ insurance
________________________________ arage records—and relive the joy of the holidays—
. oors by t_h.u‘unwm ing gifts and ml‘ivu_\' items. Hi{\'t'
0 What'’s Snow that gets receipts and snap a photo of each possession,

onyour wedged beneath then write down its
CheCinst? agarage door name, make, model
“I'm going to 5 cankeepit number, and value.
install a few more lights in my from closing Store two copies of

fully, causing a frigid draft or, worse, these records—one
freezing the door shut. Road salt is
corrosive, so opt for a noncaustic
deicer (see page 20) and a square
garden edger to push away snow and
slush buildup. Spritz the bottom of
the door with cooking-oil spray to

keep the cold stuff from resticking.

attic before putting away the

! Christmas boxes, while we athome and one
! _have room to move around.” off-site, such asin
Vanessa Kleypas, | asafe-depositbox.
Auburn, Ala.

E-mail us your ideas at

i checklist@thisoldhouse.com.

Betteryet, scanand
save digital copies

on a file-storage site,

...... like evernote.com.
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There's a simple reason why our prices are
so much better than the "other" gquys..
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.we cut out the middleman'

That’s right! We deal directly with the mills so we can offer the best prices—guaranteed. Better yet, we have
hundreds of top quality floors with the industry’s longest warranties, and flooring experts that just can’t be beat.
Haven't you done enough for that middleman over the years?

Drop by your local Lumber Liquidators store and get more £loor €or less.
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With their elaborate turnings and striking
height, vintage wood balusters—long parted from
the staircases they adorned—make for stately can-
dleholders set up on a hearth. Justas elegantis how
little the project can cost: We found our spindles at
a salvage yard for $4 and $5 apiece. The shapely
holders, evocative of classic candlesticks cast in
bronze and iron, are also simple to make. With just
a couple of quick cuts, a drilled-out hole, and a coat
of polyurethane (which will also encapsulate any
residual lead paint), the balusters are ready to
mount on a base of stacked 4x4 and 6x6 post caps
(a few bucks at home stores), stained to match. See
thisoldhouse.com/bonus for the how-to.
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‘] Organize your

workshop.
Fasten a length of chain
tothe wall and insert
small S-hooks into the
links. From these, hang
items such as hand
tools, door keys, and
bungee cords.

Decoratea
- lampshade.
Trim out a plain shade,
top and bottom, with
handsome steel links.

“9 Weighdown
«# billowing
curtains.

Slide lengths into the
bottom hems of the

panels to keep them
from blowing around.

T Tether a
trash-canlid.
Link the top ofthe
garbagecantoa
handle so that it
never goes missing.

10 USES

Sash chain

This old-window upgrade can be rigged for
arange of other home needs. Hang on to these
ideas for when you have remnants on hand

1
LY
L
'
LY
* X
1
1
i
]
]

\

)

v
v

+ Suspend a kitchen herb planter.
Using C-shaped sash-chain hooks, attach four
equal pieces to the handles of a colander. Line
it with landscape fabric, hang from a ceiling
hook, and plant your fave flavorings.

~ Tiltahigh
mirror away

from the wall.
Try this in a vaulted-
ceiling foyer or to give
kids a better viewina
bathroom. Fasten 6-inch
pieces of chain to the
frame's top corners.
Slip the chain ends onto

hooks anchored in studs;

add a picture rail along
the frame's lower edge
to propitin place.

18 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

Make new

'/ Get cables out 8 furniture

of the way.
To avoid tangles behind
the TV, open and flatten
links, then mold with
pliers toform arch-
shaped brackets
(below); trap coaxial
cable beneath the
arches against the wall,
and secure with flat-
head brads.

look vintage.
Whip the surface witha
chain or scratch it with
a balled-up handful.

Hanga
«# frame.
Get creative with wall

art. Screw theends of a
long chainto a frame's
top corners, and
suspend it by the
resulting inverted V.

TBuilda

boot scraper.
Screw rows of twisted
chaintoaboard on
wedges. Putit by the
door for de-mucking
muddy boots. —AR.

WHAT'S YOUR
SOLUTION?
Your clever uses for an

everyday idea could bring
you glory in our upcoming
reader-created issue. Visit
thisoldhouse.com/bonus




BEST-IN cuss HWY F“EL Enu"u MY THE PIONEERING COMBINATION OF THE 3.6L Pmﬂ'

Y6 WITH AN EIGHT-SPEED TRANSMISSION DFFERS 6,500 POUNDS OF TOWING POWER, 160 MORE MILES PER TANK, AND THE BEST
HIGHWAY FUEL EFFICIENCY OF ANY TRUCK IN ITS CLASS. THE NEW 2013 RAM 1500. ENGINEERED TO MOVE HEAVEN AND EARTH.

a copy of the'powertrain limited warranty, Ram, Pentastar, and Guts. Glory. Ram. are registered trademarks of Chrysler Group LLC. " f ’ RAMTRUCKS.COM




INSTANTSTYLE DEEP-FREEZE FIXES

Nicer
deicers

While common rock salt
(sodium chloride) is the
active ingredient in most
low-priced ice melt, its use
can be costly: It leaches
into soil and waterways,
corrodes concrete and
metal, and poses a health
risk toanimals. Tofinda
better choice, depending
on where you need to use it,
look past bold-print claims
on deicer packaging and let
the contents do the talking.
—CODY CALAMAIO

To safeguard gardens

Look for: Magnesium or
calcium chloride and/or urea

Why: While all chlorides are
salts, magnesium and calcium
won't harm yards like sodium
can. Ureais also in fertilizers—
good for plants insmall doses.

Product picks: Safe Step Mag
Chloride 8300 earned
Environmental Protection
Agency recognition for
ingredients that pose a low risk
to the environment ($10;
nasalt.com). WinterGreen is
made of urea pellets coated in
ice-melting calcium chloride
($34; ossian.com).

20 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

Wood-veneer
pendant light

A plain shade goes from humdrum

to handsome when wrapped in
lightweight wood grain. Veneer sheets,
like the rotary-cut ash here, are sold at
woodworker supply stores for finishing
furniture (about $35 for a 2-by-8-foot
piece). You'll also need a socket cord
and an inexpensive 12-inch drum
shade to fashion the fixture. With a
utility knife or very sharp scissors,

cut the sheet veneer to fit the shade'’s
height and circumference, adding

an extra inch to the latter for overlap.
Use a handheld steamer or steam iron
to soften the stiff wood before molding
it tothe cylindrical shade, then
hot-glue and clamp in place. Finish it
off with a contrasting trim of adhesive-
backed veneer edging (we used
walnut), assemble the fixture, and wire
itup above a table or in a hallway. —AR.

To protect pavement

Look for: Potassium acetate,
or cornand sugar-beet extracts

Why: Potassium acetate
won't corrode paving (though
it may make bare areas slick

if overapplied). Plant-based
extracts actas corrosion
inhibitors to deicing chlorides.

Product picks: Potassium
acetate—based liquid IceClear
($29; montereylawngarden
.com) and Bare Ground
Solution ($15; bareground
.com), with corn extract,

can preventice or be used
later to melt it.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98

To keep pets healthy
Look for: Propylene glycol

Why: An additive that absorbs
water tomelt ice, it's nontoxic
ifingested and won'tirritate
skin. But use sparingly; in
runoff, it can lower oxygen
levels in waterways, potentially
harming aquatic life.

Product picks: Safe Paw

Ice Melter deices and curbs
refreezing for up to three days
($25; safepaw.com). Safe-
T-Pet combines propylene
glycol and urea for a pet-safe
mix that's kinder to plants,
too ($12; mortonsalt.com).



Payroll doesn’t have to be so frustrating.
Unless you like the extra fiber in your diet.

Payroll stressing you out? Start using Intuit® Payroll and make it easy

L &
l nT u IT on yourself. With a few clicks you can pay employees and file tax

forms. Just enter employee hours and Intuit Payroll automatically

P Cl y r 0 | | calculates everything else. And, if you need it, there's live expert

support. Saving you time and pencils every month.

I From the maker of |

Learn more at Payroll.com

QuickBooks

Online Demo | 30-Day FREE Trial Live Support
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Here's hbw to save big on
your next DIY project

We all want to keep more cash in our wallet,

especially when making big-ticket upgrades,

such as finishing the basement or installing
new kitchen appliances. So for tips on

scoring bargains—beyond the usual coupon,

promo-code, and credit-card deals—we
canvassed insiders, such as contractors,
designers, and retailers, as well as thrifty
homeowners. Keep reading for their penny-
wise ways to save on everything from
drywall to dishwashers. —CATHY GARRARD

Shop mom-and-pop

Independents typically have more control
over discounts because chains often can't
go lower than a set corporate sale price.
Ken Eilers, co-owner of Borderland
Hardware in Mercedes, Texas, says the
best way to get a reduction on pricey power
tools, for example, is to ask the person at
the top, such as the store manager or the
owner. "It shows that you're serious
about purchasing something.” In most
cases, it's reasonable to request 10t0 15
percent off, says Eilers. Just remember, a
successful negotiation starts with a
respectful conversation.

Get a package deal

For suites of kitchen appliances and
bathroom fixtures, consider doing all
your shopping at one place rather than
piecemeal from various retailers, even if
their prices are lower. By bundling your
purchases, you instantly become a big fish,
says Allan Schuster, sales manager at
Gringer and Sons, an appliance dealer

in New York City. "With a larger order,
we not only guarantee a lower price, we
may also include free delivery or an
extended service plan. I've even given
away microwave ovens—whatever it
takes to close adeal,” he says.

22 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

"LOCAL STORE.

Hit the back room

We all know that scratch-and-dent appliances
are cheaper. But the same goes for furniture,
including sofas and dining sets, and rugs at
many big-box and independent stores—and
there's a good chance the blemish won't be
visible or that it can be easily repaired. “The
products in our as-is department mainly
come from room displays, so you can find just
about anything in the store,” says IKEA's
Janice Simonsen. "Discounted furniture
consistently comes in and out.” Other stores

may have an area dedicated to returns, such
as custom curtains that didn't meet a
customer’s expectations, or new items that
can't go back on the sales floor because they
are missing their original packaging.

Score new at reuse centers

More than repositories for used items, these
not-for-profit house-part recycling centers
also sell new items, such as kitchen cabinets
and bathroom sinks. Here's how it works:
Builders and designers donate job-site



surplus in exchange for a tax deduction.
Some showrooms even donate display
models. The centers then sell to the general
public ata cut rate. For the best selection,
check your calendar. “People don'tdo a

lot of renovations between mid-November
and the end of December, so inventory piles
up,” says Steve Feldman, founder of Green
Demolitions, a reuse center in Fairfield, New
Jersey. From May to October, when renos
arein full swing, there’s a higher turnover.
That time of year, it pays to visit frequently
if you need something specific.

Plan ahead and prepay

By mapping out a big DIY project from
beginning to end, you can save by buying
all your materials at the outset. If you're
finishing the basement. for example, that
might mean picking out paint before
you've hung drywall. Planning and bulk
buying are what give contractors the upper
hand at the home center. “You can go
through the pro desk for the entire order
and get as much as 20 percent off,” says
contractor Brian Siegrist, owner of Siegrist
Construction in Overland Park, Kansas.
You don't even have to pick up all your
materials at the time of purchase.

Do some extralegwork

Even if you've already decided where to buy
supplies, gain bargaining power by
researching the going rates for the same
stuff elsewhere before you commit. “When
we were renovating our kitchen, | priced
out cabinets at all the big stores, then |
talked to my builder, who said he could
make exactly what we wanted but out of
higher quality materials and for less money,”
says homeowner Bari Nan Rothchild of
Park City, Utah. At a minimum, you can
typically get a price match.

Buck the trends

The prices of finish materials—tile, carpet,
fabric, or wallpaper—are subject to flavor-of-
the-moment fads. "l often see stacks of tiles
that are beautiful, but they're on sale for
cheap because there's been a shiftin color
trends,” says Mark Clement, a Philadelphia
contractor and host of the MyFix/tUpLife
radio show. “But if the tile is an earthy tone or
the wallpaper has a simple pattern, it will still
be a solid choice.” Neon brights and oversize
prints, on the other hand, don't always stand
the test of time and can look dated.

MONEY-SAVERS

Offer to do your own assembly

If youare willing to put in a little sweat equity,
you can often get a discount on items that
are typically sold assembled, such as
outdoor furniture, fountains, grills, and lawn
equipment. “If | have an assembled mower
on the floor. | may give you $20 off if you'll
take one from a box in the back that | haven't
put together yet,” says Borderland
Hardware's Ken Eilers.

Actlikeapro

Often all it takes for a DIYer to get 10 to

20 percent off supplies, including lighting
and draperies, is a simple request for a
trade discount. Typically reserved for
contractors and designers with credentials,
such as a professional license or a resale tax
ID number, it's often extended to valued
customers. Or if you've worked with a pro
before, ask if you can use his business
information. "I have clients with small
painting projects that they want to do on their
own, and | tell them to use my name at the

e ———
—_

S T

¢

5] B
omnr.::]r’_e“

P

local paint store, and the clerk will give them
my discount,” says Siegrist. “It's a goodwill
gesture that doesn't cost me a thing.”

Negotiate for leftovers

If ahomeowner nearby is having work done,
ask if she'd sell you any extramaterials ata
discount when the job is done, This could
save her the hassle of making returns or
paying someone to dispose of the excess.
For small jobs, like retiling a kitchen
backsplash, that last box of white subways
is likely all you need to spruce up your
space. Depending on the contract for the
job, it may be the pro, not the homeowner,
who owns the materials. In this case,

first ask the homeowner if it's okay to
engage with her contractor so as not

tobe an interloper. Once you get the

green light, start baking cookies. “Ifit's

up tome, | might even give materials

for free,” says Siegrist. “Later onit could
come back as a benefit, since they may
call me for their next remodel project.”




Cats everywhere are having a hard time smelling their litter boxes. prine e freshstep.com




before+after:

Fal -

From bare-bonesto

When aspace feels uncomfortable,
it’s not always easy to pinpoint why.
To Peggy Sousa, owner of a 1,500-
square-foot shingled cottage in East
Hampton, New York, it seemed odd
that she didn’t want to hang out in
her kitchen. Everything worked, and
a skylight provided plenty of light.
But meal prep was no fun. “I just
wanted something that was warmer
and cozier,” she says.

Enter architect Erica Broberg
Smith, who quickly diagnosed the
problem. “The ceiling was one long
diagonal slope,” she recalls. “It was
too severe and too tall.” So Broberg
Smith kept the slope with the sky-
light but added a second one to cre-
ate a false gable that peaks in the
center of the room, yielding a shelter-
ing effect. A soaring 16-foot range-
hood duct highlights the room’s new
symmetry and injects a bit of drama,
too. The relaxed setting, finished
with vintage-look cabinets and a
soft palette, is now Peggy’s favorite
place to entertain. “When you have a
kitchen this beautiful, it motivates
you to cook more,” she says. “I've
made some amazing meals here!”

before White
laminate cabinets
and countertops
had a sterile look.
after Sunny
painted cabinets
and a warm wood
island give the
kitchen a more
traditional feel.
Painted cabinets:
Smith River Kitchens

Al Wil

ottage-charming

- By DEBORAH BALDWIN + Photographs by TRIA GIOVAN

{ before}
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The island, a piece that homeowner Peggy
Sousa had in storage while awaiting her dream

L a ft e 1’ kitchen redo, reflects her love of antiques.

Adding a foot to the sink wall
created more counter space.
b e fo r e ® Centering the range on the back
wall draws attention to the now-
The 117-square-foot open symmetrical vaulted ceiling. o Installeda
kitchen lacked warmth. trio of windows
= 13'5" - o?.fer the s‘ink to
135" A ' givethekitchena
. 1 Rebuiltthe, e e e ] ' more welcoming
wall without the old bt look along with a
pantry bumpout i , e | better view and
W00 = butwithanew ' iz more natural light.
fridge nge Y one, tomakethe L Gl rom )'
E.IL:J ’ 2 fridge flush. L e dw-g- 4 Extended
Raniry i_:la: | aw] D __ f 2 the sink-wall
Oeitd * cabinetsand
2 Replacedthe -4 0 __]"“' countertop 12
Ia'w'n%pr%m oi'nigéoarea two-tier island ——pantry island il inches toward the
and its unventilated I dining area to
range witha create better
furniture-style piece, __opento open to |_ proportions and a
and moved the range Ivirg e gining area o - landing spot for
to the back wall. platters and plates.
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before+after: kitchen

homeowner tip

e PEGGY SOUSA,
! . ., EAST HAMPTON, N.Y.
4 Wine cubbies tap asliver of space “installing
between the built-in microwave and the =4
vintage-look glass-front cabinets.

beadboard
above asmall
backsplash of
countertop
material adds
awarm look
and saves on

& The snug
work triangle
locates fridge and
pantry provisions
within easy reach
of prep space and
the range. Range:
Wolf. Refrigerator:
Sub-Zero

< Traditional finishes
include the marble work
surface, beadboard
backsplash, white apron
sink, and bronze-finished
bridge faucet. Sink:
Waterworks. Faucet: Rohl.
Windows: Andersen

SHARE YOUR
REMODEL
Enter your kitchen
or bath redo in our
Reader Remodel T A custom spice rack hangs
on the inside of a cabinet door near
the range; the shelves are recessed

to create a perfect fit.

Contest fora
chancetowina
new pickup and
cash. Post entries
at thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98



....................

READER
REMODEL
CONTEST

antbtne 20l natans

$10,000* and
a 2013 GMC Sierra

We're looking for your
best KITCHEN, BATHROOM,
BEDROOM, YARD, and —
WHOLE-HOUSEREMODELS  \«——+

—and more

ENTER
FORA
CHANCE
TO WIN

See yourself in the

JULY ISSUE of This Old House *INCASHPRIZES

PLUS, SHARE _ _
> your stories > your mo {1ey—szlei11 g tips Eﬁgghﬁ%g@m FORM

> youradvice >yourideas thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH

p]F.\s]R[\|:4 MARCH 18, 2013

This Old House 2013 Reader Remadel Contest: Only entries received from December 3, 2012, through March 18, 2013, are eligible to win. Open to legal residents of the 50 United States, the
District of Columbia, and Canada (with the exception of Quebec) who are 19 years or older at time of entry. Void where prohibited by law. Employees of This Old House, Time Inc., GMC Division,
General Motors LLC and their promotional partners and their respective parents, affiliates and subsidiaries, participating advertising and promotion agencies (and members of their immedi
ate family and/or those living in the same household of each such employee) are not eligible. For official contest rules and instructions about how to enter, go to thisoldhouse.com/your TOH.

SPONSORED BY E M =

(WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE




before+after:
bath

Adding light,
no windows needed

A dark, narrow, divided-in-two bath gets a brightness boost with a more open floor plan

and soothing pale finishes ByMEGANBAKER + Photographs by MARK LOHMAN

The guest bath is often at the bot- »
tom of the homeowner’s redo list. =
But not for Oceanside, California, #
residents Larry and Dona Burns, == . //
whose windowless guest washroom ot
was weighed down by dark fixtures
and a doorway segregating the
shower and toilet from the vanity
and linen closet. To keep their com-
pany more comfortable, the couple
enlisted designer Beth Bynon, who
carved the dividing-wall doorway
into a dramatic arch framing a glass
shower enclosure for an uninter-
rupted front-to-back sight line.
She swapped the bulky vanity for A‘
a 1920s-style pedestal sink, and the |

dark floor tile for white hexes. She
also eliminated the linen closet just ’ e
inside the main doorway, allowing i (-r] ‘g

direct access to the guest-bedroom
closet. A bathroom hutch houses =
towels and toiletries; wainscoting

and crown molding complete the %’ l_ L "‘irﬂﬂ
classic look. 5 ay — ‘5:._;.&

“It used to be like a tomb in
there,” Larry says. “But now it’s nice % r
and open. It’s the difference between | :
night and day.” ‘g

before Withno
windows, the broken-up

bath lacked light and air. SRR
after Awidearchway 3 ““\‘ b,
that terminatesinto a S

sidewall opens up the
space. A large mirrored
medicine cabinet and
white fixtures add to the
bright, clean look. Paint
(walls): Ralph Lauren's
Nigerian Peony

White hex tile
gains definition
from gray grout,
which highlights
its classic shape.
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before+after: bath

- the key
details

4 Awide pedestal sink keeps the

bath feeling airy while providing deck space

for toiletries. The mirrored medicine cabinet
reflects light from a pair of vintage-look sconces.
Sink, faucet, and medicine cabinet: For Town by
Michael S. Smith. Sconces: Restoration Hardware

echo the black
tile border on
the floor.

pro advice

OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA

4

BETH BYNON, INTERIOR DESIGNER,

“A curved arch helps draw
the eye up, visually lifting
the ceiling and making a

small space feel bigger

30 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

. after

While the footprint stayed the same, a more open layout,
built-in storage, an airy pedestal sink, and a frameless-
glass shower wall create a feeling of spaciousness.

1 Carvedoutan.

Wl (TT

i o
archtoopenupan b !
existing dividing wall —— i
and doorway that s ¢ :
cut the bath in two. . Q :
. arch o 3
2 Removeda . |
linencloset to Lbuilt-in -+~
allow access to the b | futch el b
guest bedroom closet clicat T gtest o
via a pocket door, bedroom -~ |
and added a built-in 2 2o
hutch for storage. LQ
R

REMODEL
Enter your kitchen
or bath redoin our
Reader Remodel
Contestfora

chancetowina
new pickup and
cash. Post entries
at thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

& The built-in
hutch features
shelves for bathing
essentials and four
drawers for guests’
belongings. Seeded-
glass doors lighten
the look of the ceiling-
high cabinet.

L Onyxtile creates
a graphic, clean-lined
border along the floor.
Floor tile: EMS

-3_Replaced the
! tub/shower with
' aglass-enclosed tiled

shower stall, and
swapped a bulky vanity
for a sleek pedestal sink.

.4 Widened the
narrow doorway

by 10 inches to
accommodate double
doors for a more
gracious entry.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98



Heatlng and Coollng Your Old House

J' 13 u.uJ way, or...

Window air conditioning units are noisy, drafty and

il

. ‘

unsightly. And installing conventional air duct o
systems in old houses often requires carving up 1
closets and walls at great expense and disruption. g;

—

el

+/ Noisy window A/C keeps you from hearing the TV

v Lose valuable closet space to ductwork

L v $20,000 quotes for central air give you sticker shock
¥ v/ Don't pay to cool or heat rooms you don't use

Dust and dirt during installation for a week or more

il B

I

o

ZTA
ne

fori _'--foheat!ng and air cendﬁionlng One unit
can power up to 8 indoor units simultaneously.
Systems are qulck and easy to install.

wLE '\1-‘4 " . T

T o

=

kg

“Savings may vary based on model selected, hours of
location. Example given based on 26-SEER syslem versus

F‘U E‘T ‘C EJ Comfort your house the easy way. . 3
i 19U Visit www.constantcomfort.com ﬁ&/Cj/Oﬂ A



Keeps Paint Out.
Keeps Lines Sharp:

FrogTape® is the only painter’s tape treated with PaintBlock® Technology.
PaintBlock forms a micro-barrier that seals the edges of the tape,
preventing paint bleed. Visit FrogTape.com to see PaintBlock in action,
get painting tips and more!

9

W | Tube PATENTED \ 'bl’_ o
FrogTape.com F Ro G T A P E

877-FROGTAPE
(376-4827) Keeps Paint Out. Keeps Lines Sharp

©ShurTech Brands, LLC 2012/5183



shopping

Standout stools

vle and
tace w_mh.. rtop eat |J|_;-{ area, a homework station,
ent bar By AMY ROBERTS + Photographs by LISA SHIN

.bistro chic
. ZINHOME
/. Height: 28" only
/' Made of: Painted iron
’ Highlight: Modeled after a
i mid-century French bistro
s stool, it has a weathered red
; finish. $195; zinhome.com

pay
| bills atasn-down desk. Some stools
~are adjustable with a telescoping
~seat that lets you crank “em up or
 down depending on the height of the
| surface. From the myriad stools in
‘ the marketplace, we selected these
‘ 15 distinctive and versatile ones. In
wood or metal, with bright paint or
a classic shape (some have both!),
you're sure to find a stool to fit your
needs, personal style, and wallet.

clean-lined swiveler
CRATE & BARREL
Height: 24" (shown) or 30"
Made of: Brushed aluminum
Highlight: The seat turns
smoothly on ball bearings. ,'
$100; crateandbarrel.com =
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II'I:e ivoter
WEOUNAGHMR_\

seat. $149'.
ballarddeslgns.eom

J WISTERIA
sculpted seat Height: 24" to 30"
WISTERIA Made of: Iron _
Height: 24" (shown) or 30" Highlight: The telescoping seat
Made of: Iron and unfinished oak has a built-in pin that prevents it
Highlight: A contoured seatanda from rish'tgtoohighandbeeumfm
footrest make this stool surprisingly unstable. $179; wisteria.com

comfy. $149; wisteria.com
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minimalist
WESTELM

Height: 26" 0r30"

Height: 24" (shown) or 30"
Made of: Painted
rubberwood and rush
Highlight: A woven seat
adds a rustic touch and
extra padding. $90;
jcpenney.com




shop
smarter

So canlkeep my

favorite frying pan?

[nduction cooktops are fast, efficient, and safety-minded. But making the leap to this technology
requires more than an act of faith—so keep these five tips in mind ByDpEBORAHBALDWIN

Think of it as the culinary equivalent ™
of asmartphone. Once you've tapped ™=
on ahigh-powered induction unitand
watched it fire up so fast that there’s

no time to chop an onion, who'’s going

bagk to slow-poke electric or unruly

gas? Using magnetic coils to heat the

pan, not the surface; induction saves
energy and precious minutes. Since

the burner stays cool, there’s less h@ting 4 |
in the kitchen and fewer burnt spills— "
and fingertips. With prices starting at
about $1,000, induction cooktops are \\
moving from cult to mass-market sta-

tus. Still, they take getting used to. For

one, you'll probably need new cook-

ware. Read on to learn what to look

at before you leap.

Check the wattage

and your fuse box : “““‘ S
The more watts, the more speed. Look I hf' L
for a super burner: One that draws - ./ ""‘.‘"t 1’3.1{1" '2%"1

3,700 watts can boil 6 quarts of water If you already

5% minutes faster than a17,000-Btu O cutout, make s _

gas burner. A super burner typically % N is a perfect fit, with s r

borrows power from another burner. space below to allow air to

Plan for a dedicated 240-volt circuit. S j___, scirculate (the magnets get hot).

Assess your pots and pans

You'll need flat-bottom cookware with
enough iron to hold a magnet—some stainless
steel qualifies. Make sure you have at least
one burner that's as big as your biggest pan;
induction works fine when the panis

smaller, but not the other way around.

Fiddle with the cQpinalilis
They should be intuitive, with a large number of settings,

as touch pads lack the infinite variability of knobs. A
lock feature is handy in case a child—or a wandering
cat—inadvertently flicks on the power under a pan.

36 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

O 5 ""Ds:m E glo% over the surface

e:fdth. {natall T&bﬁ’

GE PHPS60 36-inch
_ induction cooktop

'Tfﬂshiﬁarﬂ'leglass. the more likely it
show imperfections, so choose a
pdi‘bemd or textured finish. Glass can
crack; read the warranty's fine print

and wield heavy pots with care. You'll
need a special nonabrasive cleaner and
adedicated scrubbﬂrwmtchn.

;rl;

.~ Cooktops designed to sit flush
N with the counter may need

rt. @&
._,..ﬂjtcﬁppo

N

SHARE YOUR REMODEL
Enter your kitchen or bath redoin our
Reader Remodel Contest for achance
to win a new pickup and cash. Post
entries at thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98



Very high triglycerides is a medical

term for something serious:

TOO MUCH FAT IN YOUR BLOOD.

Ask your doctor about an FDA-approved medication made from omega-3 fish oil:
LOVAZA® (omega-3-acid ethyl esters)

If you have high cholesterol, diabetes or are overweight, you may also be af risk
for very high triglycerides (=500 mg/dL), which is a serious medical condition.
LOVAZA is an FDA-approved medication for treating very high triglycerides that's
made from omega-3 fish oil. LOVAZA, along with diet, has been dinically proven
to lower very high triglycerides in odulfs. Individual results may vary. It is not
known if LOVAZA prevents you from hoving o heart atfack or stroke. LOVAZA is
only ovailable by prescription. You can't get it af a health food store. So if you
fhink you might have very high triglycerides, talk o your doctor about getting your
friglyceride levels fested and ask about LOVAZA.

LOVAZA is o prescription medicine used along with a low fat and low cholesterol
diet fo lower very high triglyceride (fat) levels in adulfs.

Take LOVAZA capsules whole.

Take LOVAZA exactly as your doctor tells you to take it

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:
Do not take LOVAZA if you are allergic to omega-3-ucid ethyl esters or any ingredient in LOVAZA.

Tell your doctor if you are allergic fo ish o shelish, orif you are pregnant, breastfeeding or plan to become pregnant or breastfeed as LOVAZA may not be right for you.
Talk to your doctor about any current medical conditions and any medications you are taking, especially those that may increase you risk of bleeding.

Take LOVAZA exactly as your doctor fells you to foke it. You should not take more than 4 capsules of LOVAZA each day.

Your healthcare provider should do blood fests to check your triglyceride, bad cholesterol and liver function levels while you take LOVAZA.

LOVAZA may cause serious side effects including increases in:
- resulfs of blood fests to check your liver function (ALT and AST) and your bad cholesterol
levels (LDLC)

-frequency of o heart rhythm problem (atrial fibrillafion o flutter) that may especially L AZ 9
happen in the first few months of faking LOVAZA if you already have that problem.
The most common side effects include burping, upset stomach, and change in sense of fase. 14 BLIVEBSTRLS
How supplied: 1-grom capsule

mation, visit LOVAZA.com or call 1-877-LOVAZA]

. ! i LOVAZA i o registered trodemork of GloxaSmithiline.
Please see important Patient Informafion on the next page. @maxosmhknne o e R
You re encournged fo report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.

J e
isif www. @012 The GiaxoSithking Group of Companies w00 s .
Y ¥ Ko e, o cof 500011068, A i esarved Peted i USA. LVZ874R0 Ocob 2012 W A 1S4 G FORY 1 3084753678
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Read this Patient Information before you start
taking LOVAZA, and each time you get a refill.
There may be new information. This information
does not take the place of talking with your doctor
about your medical condition or your treatment.

What is LOVAZA?

LOVAZA is a prescription medicine used along with
a low fat and low cholesterol diet to lower very high
triglyceride (fat) levels in adults.

It is not known if LOVAZA prevents you from having a
heart attack or stroke.

It is not known if LOVAZA is safe and effective in children.

Who should not take LOVAZA?

Do not take LOVAZA if you are allergic to omega-
3-acid ethyl esters or any of the ingredients in
LOVAZA. See the end of this leaflet for a complete
list of ingredients in LOVAZA.

What should I tell my doctor before
taking LOVAZA?

Before you take LOVAZA, tell your doctor if you:

* have diabetes.

o have a low thyroid problem (hypothyroidism).

« have a liver problem.

* have a pancreas problem.

* have a certain heart rhythm problem called atrial
fibrillation or flutter.

» are allergic to fish or shellfish. It is not known if
people who are allergic to fish or shellfish are also
allergic fo LOVAZA.

» are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not
known if LOVAZA will harm your unborn baby.

» are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not
known if LOVAZA passes into your breast milk.
You and your doctor should decide if you will take
LOVAZA or breastfeed.

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you
take, including prescription and non-prescription
medicine, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

LOVAZA can interact with certain other medicines
that you are taking. Using LOVAZA with medicines
that affect blood clotting (anticoagulants or blood
thinners) may cause serious side effects.

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to
show your doctor and pharmacist when you get a
new medicine.

How should | take LOVAZA?

o Take LOVAZA exactly as your doctor tells you to
take .

* YYou should not take more than 4 capsules of
LOVAZA each day. Either take all 4 capsules at one
time, or 2 capsules two times a day.

« Do not change your dose or stop LOVAZA without
talking to your doctor.

» Take LOVAZA with or without food.

« Take LOVAZA capsules whole. Do not break, crush,
dissolve, or chew LOVAZA capsules before swallowing.
If you cannot swallow LOVAZA capsules whole, tell
your doctor, You may need a different medicine.

= Your doctor should start you on a low fat and
low cholesterol diet before giving you LOVAZA,
Stay on a low fat and low cholesterol diet while you
take LOVAZA.

* Your doctor should do blood tests to check your
triglyceride, bad cholesterol and liver function
levels while you take LOVAZA.

What are the possible side effects of LOVAZA?

LOVAZA may cause serious side effects, including:

« increases in the results of blood tests used to
check your liver function (ALT and AST) and your
bad cholesterol levels (LDL-C) cholesterol.

« increases in the frequency of a heart rhythm
problem (atrial fibrillation or fiutter) may especially
happen in the first few months of taking LOVAZA if
you already have that problem.

The most common side effects of LOVAZA include:
= hurping

* Upset stomach

* a change in your sense of taste

Talk to your doctor if you have a side effect that
bothers you or does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of LOVAZA.
For more information, ask your doctor or pharmacist.

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

How should | store LOVAZA?

» Store LOVAZA at room temperature between 68°F
to 77°F (20°C to 25°C).

* Do not freeze LOVAZA.

o Safely throw away medicine that is out of date or
no longer needed.

» Keep LOVAZA and all medicines out of the
reach of children.

General information about the safe and
effective use of LOVAZA

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes
other than those listed in a Patient Information leaflet.
Do not use LOVAZA for a condition for which it was
not prescribed. Do not give LOVAZA to other people,
even if they have the same symptoms you have. It
may harm them.

This Patient Information Leaflet summarizes the most
important information about LOVAZA. If you would
like more information, talk with your doctor. You can
ask your doctor or pharmacist for information about
LOVAZA that is written for health professionals.

For more information go to www.LOVAZA.com or call
1-888-825-5249.

What are the ingredients in LOVAZA?

Active Ingredient: omega-3-acid ethyl esters, mostly
EPA and DHA

Inactive Ingredients: alpha-tocopherol (in soybean oil),
gelatin, glycerol, purified water

This patient labeling has been approved by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration.

Manufactured for GlaxoSmithKline by:
Catalent Pharma Solutions
St. Petersburg, FL 33716

Distributed by:

GlaxoSmithKline

GlaxoSmithKline

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
©2012, GlaxoSmithKline. All rights reserved.
August 2012
LVZ:EPIL

©2012 The GlaxoSmithkline Group of Companies
Al rights reserved. Printed in USA. LVZ874R0 Ociober 2012

Smart
ideas to
organize &
maximize

EASY UPGRADES>

ILT-INS, SHELVES
BUILT 'I:S! TO AGE’

“What's inside:

<+ More than 250 inspiring
photos to help you get started

4 Bonus Step-by-Steps make
adozen highlighted projects
simple to understand and
do yourself

= Trim tricks to create
functionality and beauty
for your built-ins

Available
today at

Lets Build Something Together-

And wherever books
are sold

thisoldhouse.com/books
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; Tune in this January and February as we travel to New Jersey,
pAETE Florida, Wyoming and lllinois to tackle an all-new host of homeowner
challenges. For local listings, visit thisoldhouse.com/tvschedule

— Watch fu!!#ngf@,nun‘ﬁ episodes at thisoldhouse.com/watchasktoh

S — — -—

,‘_.4'5""- ,..-r"’".-/

— =
Exclusivelyon @} PBS Presented by W

-




Quirky cottage-style
home office

Earthy florals, wood, and stone mingle with an industrial metal desk for an updated take
on an English farmhouse look. Here’s how to re-create it on a budget ByGILLIANBARTH

A home office should be functional, but not at the w 2
expense of character—or even a little risk-taking. The {/ )
design of this workspace, for example, is traditional 2 e
English cottage style with a twist. It’s where nature-
inspired wallpaper and 19th-century antiques, such i \Q‘
as a spindle-back armchair and a rustic pine chest, |
take supporting roles to a scene-stealing mid-century
brushed-steel desk with an industrial edge.

“There’s a quirky juxtaposition of styles and pe-
riods, but the harmonious colors and weathered fin-
ishes make it work,” says Ros Byam Shaw, author of
Perfect English Farmbouse (Ryland Peters & Small),
which features this room. The contrasts continue with
accessories such as a graphic flat-weave rug, which en-
livens and warms up the limestone-paver floor. Keep
reading for ways to strike a similarly pleasing balance
in your home office.

vintage-look clock

Hang a stately timekeeper with % “ / X
spade hands and oversize Roman e it

numerals that are easy to read ; -
from adistance. $21; wayfair.com =

& N
4 1)

distressed chest

Trade a nondescript filing cabinet
for a tall dresser to stow papers
and supplies. Thisone has a
weathered finish that resembles
the homeowner's antique pine
dresser. $179; walmart.com

nature-inspired wallpaper
This paper, with a bird-and-fern print,
echoes the pattern on the designer : o
version at right but for less than half the —— i il S
price. $42 a roll; thibautdesign.com R
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storage boxes

Stash bills in decorative
containers to tidy up your
desk. Red linen box, $29;
bookbinders.com. Floral
paper box, $12;
paperpresentation.com

Ow.

K. WALLPAPER, CHAIR AND PILL

spindle-back
armchair

The homeowner's was
an antiques-market find,
but this boxy American
Windsor chair has similar
lines. An embroidered
pillow makes it comfy.
Chair, $197; wayfair.com.
Pillow, $30; pierl.com

floor lamp
Rather than relinquishing
space to a desk lamp, stand
a light beside your work
surface instead. The mica
shade on this one radiates a
soft glow that's easy on the
eyes. $50; target.com

HAVE A STYLIZED ROOM?
Enter your creative vision in our
Reader Remodel Contest for a chance

towin a new pickup and cash. Post
entries at thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH

get thislook
for less

mid-century steel desk

Instead of paying $1,000 or more for a
restored industrial-style desk, get one in
used condition and fix it up yourself. We
found this beige one for $275 at Build It
Green!, areuse center in New York City.
Remove old paint with an eco stripper, such
as SoyGel. Then buff the bare steel to a soft
sheen with a random-orbit sander, and top
with clear polyurethane to prevent rust.

oval mirror
Reflective surfaces make a small
office seem spacious. This look-alike
of the wood-frame mirror at lefthasa

lightweight resin surround, soit'sa
cinch to hang. $30; kirklands.com

colorful kilim
Warm up a tile floor with

a patterned rug. This
hand-knotted wool version
has a bold geometric in
greens, tans, and reds.
$127; overstock.com i




budget
redo

Fireplace face-lift
for just $87

A blah brick hearth gets a cheery cottage-style refresher with some
clever DIY woodwork and a high-contrast paint job By MEGAN BAKER

the project tally

Removed the woodstove: $0
painted the firebox, brick
border, and hearth with

black heat-resistant paint

they had onhand.

Created aflatfaceforthe $33
new mantel by gluing up
sheets of lauan plywood.

Added mantel legs with $10
1-by-4-inch MDF cutto
length and glued in place.

{ before }

before Theflat,

Made a top panel from $15 gray-painted brick

s surround and the
Ya-inch poplar. tiny mantelshelf
Filled all the seams with $3 e o d sy i
and proportion.

paintable caulk. after White wood
Helped the woodwork $13 :::P‘,:éih::;l:ir?::
pop W|th.a coat of accented by a rustic
white paint. mantelshelf; a

- black-pai
Boxed out the existing $13 firi‘;t)?::;:zepth

mantel shelf with stock
pine lumber that

they distressed and
stained themselves

A fireplace should steal the show in a living room, not drag it down. At Kevin and Layla Palmer’s
for arustic look.

1950s home, in Prattville, Alabama, the gathering space’s dreary gray fireplace was more homely
than homey. And once the room’s knotty-pine walls got a much-needed coat of cream-colored
paint and the wall-to-wall carpet was pulled up to reveal warm oak floors, the fireplace became
total $87 even more of an eyesore. To turn it into a centerpiece, Kevin and Layla first opened it up by re-
moving the bulky woodstove. Though they never used the fireplace, they wanted to refurbish it
to code, so they painted the firebox and surrounding brick with black heat-resistant paint. Next
they built a mantel by gluing lauan plywood to the rest of the brick surface, creating legs with
1-inch-thick medium-density fiberboard (MDF) ripped 4 inches wide for stiles and rails. They
SHARE YOUR REMODEL added thinner, Y4-inch panel frames between the legs and, for extra dil.'nension, glued a strip of
Enter your budget redo in our Reader MDF above the firebox and another one below the mantelshelf, then painted the whole assembly
Remodel Contest for a chance to win white. A rustic new mantelshelf—inspired by old railroad ties—sits on top and was created by
:t":en?sﬁméﬂ:Eﬁggfgf':frs%ﬂtms boxing out the existing shelf with distressed, stained pine boards. “It just jumps off the wall,”
Kevin says of the new fireplace. “It was so drab before, but now it’s the first thing you see.” &
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BEST NEW HO
PRODUCT:
2012

Performance, Convenience, Durability, Safety.
ROBOREEL POWER CORD SYSTEM BY GREAT STUFF, INC.

The RoboReel Power Cord System has it all. One touch and the cord

winds in automatically! A motorized, two-speed retractor slows
the cord to a docking speed that eliminates whipping action and
prevents injury and damage. The heavy-duty (12-gauge) 50-foot

cord is lead-free. It won't “corkscrew”, comes with three outlets, and

is replaceable if damaged.

Additional benefits include:

« An emergency power-shutoff

» Redundant thermostats to prevent overheating
« |t will not rewind while in use

« |t will stop rewinding if obstructed

« The portable model operates freestanding or can be mounted to
a bench, table, or wall

« The ceiling-mount model has a patented self-leveling technology
that allows it to be hung at any angle

» The docking distance can be set to accommodate any location and
changed as often as needed

All designed to make your life a little easier—and backed by a
four-year or 4,000-wind warranty!

BUY IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/topl00-roboreel

oo - IFEEL™

by Great Stuff; Inc.

SPECIALADVERTISING SECTION

The Dishwasher

That Dries Plastic!

D5894 DISHWASHER BY
ASKO

No more hand-drying your
plastic sippy cups and
plastic dishes when they
come out of the dish-
washer! ASKO's D5894
dishwasher has two fans
that will do all the work for
you. It's the best drying
system in the industry!
askousa.com

FIND IT NOW: thisold-
house.com/topl00-asko

o ASKO

Steam Cleaning—

Inside and Out.

MULTIFORCE PRO SS-25
BY HAAN

The HAAN Multiforce Pro
$8-25 is the first-of-its-kind
steam cleaner with high
velocity CR-Motion Technol-
ogy that creates a scrubbing
motion, ideal for indoor and
outdoor use. It has Smart
Steam Technology with
variable settings to adapt

to any mess. It's agreat
chemical-free way to clean
your house! haanusa.com

GET $25 off with

_coupon code NOVTOHSS25

BUY IT NOW: thisold-
house.com/topl00-haan

HAAN.

EXPERIENCE STEAM. DISCOVER CLEAN.”



SPECIALADVERTISING SECTION

Hotise

Special offers, dealer locators and the inside scoop on this year's /[ THETC

freshest ideas for your home.

Upgrade with Ease.

UNIVERSAL TUB & SHOWER
BY PFISTER

Universal Tub & Shower allows
you to make stylish upgrades to
your outdated, worn-out tub
and shower faucets without
having to replace the valves or
piping behind your walls. With
simple step-by-step instructions,
install the Universal Tub

& Shower in under an hour.
This innovative upgrade kit is
designed to fit eight commonly
installed valves from Pfister™,
Delta® and Moen®, and is avail-
able in a variety of styles and
finishes. Universal Tub & Shower
helps save time and money.
pfisterfaucets.com

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.
com/topl00-pfister

PfisTER

he World's
PERFORM!NCE PLUS™ BY ARMSTRONG

> Toughest Hardwood Floor.

Performance Plus™ is perfect for active households, our acrylic-
infused hardwood is up to 2.5x times harder than regular wood and
resists scratches dents and dings, keeping your floor looking newer
longer. From trendsetting to traditional, choose the design that suits
your style.

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/top100-perfplus

TOB100)

BEST NEW !—|I'"JME /

Great Looking Backsplash—Without the Grout.
ASPECT™ PEEL AND STICK METAL BACKSPLASH TILES BY ACP

Create an exciting, contemporary space with Aspect peel-and-stick
tiles. Aspect brings the radiant look of metal to life in an affordable,
DIY alternative to custom stainless installations. These backsplashes
are easy to install—just peel, stick and enjoy. Tiles are available in four
colors and five fashionable styles. aspectideas.com

BUY IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/ AS p ECT
topl00-aspect metal®

peel & stick metal tiles

Designed for Comfortable Living
ALTERNA™ BY ARMSTRONG

Alterna™ premium tile flooring is the innovative alternative to natural
stone and ceramic tile. Like stone and ceramic, it is incredibly beautiful
and durable. But a comfortable surface makes it warmer to the touch,
kinder to your feet, and easy to care for in any room of your home.

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/topl00-alterna

(Armstrong
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thermostat

viod

Well-Tonecdl. SLATE FINISH BY GE

Ready to move on from stainless-steel appliances? Meet a matte gray

finish that looks metallic without the surgical feel. It hides fingerprints,
and it partners smartly with wood cabinets—and all your old appliances.
For more information visit, ge.com/appliances

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/topl00-ge

Unmatched 5-in-1
Fuel Protection.

BY BRIGGS & STRATTON

Briggs & Stratton Advanced
Formula Fuel Treatment &
Stabilizer protects gasoline-
powered engines from
damage caused by ethanol-
blended fuels. This complete

You and Your Home—Connected at the Hip.

IRIS™ BY LOWE'S
Iris™ is the self-monitoring smart-home system that makes it easy
to keep an eye on things at home—all through your smartphone.
Choose from three kits and get the basic monitoring service FREE. 5-in-1 protection stabilizes
Learn more at select Lowe's stores, at lowes.com/Iris, or call fuel for up three years—one
855-469-IRIS (4747) RO S year longer than other fuel
FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/top100-iris "- " treatments. The right fuel
TREATMENT & BIABIAZER treatment from the small

i engine experts. Learn more at

briggsandstratton.com

e BUY IT NOW: thisoldhouse.

com/topl00-5inl

2
//
= .
- BR_IEGS&STRAT[ON;
©2012 Lowe's Companies Inc. All rights reserved. Lowe's, the gable design, Iris and the Iris e
logo are trademarks of LF, LLC.
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Special offers, dealer locators and the inside scoop on this year’s [

freshest ideas for your home,

Traditional Look.

Modern Technology.
TRUE BY HEAT & GLO

The Heat & Glo TRUE

gas fireplace is an innovative
blend of technology, design
and safety. The HD logs and
LED lighting create a fireside
experience so real your
neighbors may try to add
another log to the fire.
heatnglo.com

' SAVE $100

with online coupon  _

com/topl00-heatngio

HEATS GLO

No one builds a better fire

l caEl Emaw
i MENM EEEE

Faux Wood. Real Beauty.
CANYON RIDGE® COLLECTION ULTRA-GRAIN® SERIES BY CLOPAY

These charming carriage house style doors mimic the look and feel

of natural wood, but they'll never rot, warp or crack. And the energy-
efficient, polyurethane-insulated core will keep your home feeling cozy
year-round. See more designs and colors at clopay.com

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/topl00-clopay

& Clopay’

America's Favorite Garage Doors®

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.

H'rn s Old

TOP 100 |

BEST NEW HOMF /
PRODUC
2012

BLACKS
DECKER

The World's First Motion-Activated Screwdriver.

GYRO BY BLACK & DECKER

Introducing the Gyro Screwdriver from Black & Decker. The variable
speed and direction is controlled completely by you. Twist your wrist
right to tighten and left to loosen. It's that easy! Ideal for many light-
duty tasks around the house, the Gyro’s compact design allows you
to getinto those tight spaces. It's powered by lithium ion technology
and holds a charge up to 18 months. For more information visit
blackanddecker.com/gyro

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/topl00-gyro

BLACKSDECKER (=T Te)

Protect Against Costly
Water Damage.

CLICK SEAL™ BY FLUIDMASTER®

CLICK SEAL Faucet Connectors
provide homeowners with an
easy-to-install, reliable solution
to prevent common, costly leaks.
The Click Lets You Know It's
Sealed™.

CLICK SEAL connectors are engi-
neered to intuitively tighten to the
ideal strength for the valve, locking
into place by twisting until it clicks.
Like a gas cap, they cannot be
over-tightened—and

no tools required! For more
information visit fluidmaster.com

FIND IT NOW: thisoldhouse.
com/topl100-fluidmaster

&© Fluidmaster
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Sometimes your hands

could use a hand.

i
TOUCH., 0" TECHNOLOGY, TOUCH IT ON, TOUCH IT OFF.

Touch anywhere on the spout or handle with your wrist or forearm to start

) the flow of water. Another way that Delta® is more than just a faucet

information, scan the QR code or visit deltafaucer.com/touchkitchen

HDELTA

see what Delta can do

DELTA TOUCH,0® TECHNOLOGY

Delta exists to provide better ways to experience water. This conviction goes beyond beautiful design to incorporate
thoughtful innovation that anticipates people's needs. Some of our technologies include Touch,0® Technology faucets
that make life easier when your hands are messy and H,Okinetic™ showerheads that give you the feeling of more
water without using more water. Learn more at deltafaucet.com BUY IT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/topl00-delta



paint
ideas

Five no-fail palettes
for colorful kitchens

Drenching a cook space in color can be tricky, but that’s no reason to hold back.
Here, five winning combos from our pros ByJILL CONNORS

White cabinets and safe wall col-
ors? They’re a no-brainer. Which is
why all your neighbors have them. L . =" :
But with a little imagination and ' ' -
our paint-color know-how, you can o
mix it up in the kitchen to give it a '\ﬁ"“ '
whole new mood; just think about
the feeling you’re after, from warm
and lively to calm and collected. [
We like palettes with a strong o _ L I
personality. They stand up well to 2 [
today’s favored finishes, from stone —
and butcher-block countertops to —_ T B
stainless-steel appliances to gleam- . —+ " BB
ing honey-colored or ebonized : > i -

5
-
b Tk T

L
\

s

floors. Got stained-wood cabinets - Wi S g %
that you just can’t cover? Simply Wl § ;
identify their predominant shade— [ : & J
yellow, orange, red, brown—and as- > | '

semble your palette around it. Read > ]im
on for color combos sure to turnany I :u '
cook space into something special. '

1_Lively greens

Yellow-based greens feel sunny and
inviting. “With lots of crisp white
trim, apple and olive greens can be
really refreshing,” says Kathryn
Precourt, an interior designer
based in Ashfield, Massachusetts.
Precourt notes that such greens . gl o
are popular today because they J
evoke nature and the environment
and so have positive associations.
In this high-ceilinged space, two
vibrant shades warm up stainless- /!
steel appliances while an abundance

of white-painted surfaces keeps /
them from seeming too bright.

SRIEY:

These high-voltage hues also add A, Olive
energy to the room by ramping up Granny Smith Fon GLIDDEN
the available natural light. GLIDDEN
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Refresh
| SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

Springtime
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

2_Soothing vintage
blues and greens

Soft, optimistic shades of blue and green
bring the outdoors in and can make a kitchen
visually interesting in a subtler way than
higher-contrast two-color schemes. In the
kitchen shown here, cheerful bands of green
and blue add pep to a compact workspace
and blend well with wood countertops and
floors that have warm amber and cherry
undertones. These casual, comforting colors
have an inherent versatility, says Dorienne
West Farzan, an architectural designer and
colorist in Newport, Rhode Island, and can
be equally at home in a seaside settingora
vintage cottage or amid retro furnishings.

\ ItalianBlue
PRATT & LAMBERT

Reed Yellow
Red Rhythm PRATT &LAMBERT
PRATT & LAMBERT

3_Boldred, plus two more

The trick when using three paint colors is to balance
their intensity and keep nonpainted surfaces uniform,
says Seattle architect and interior designer Sheri
Newbold. Graduated saturations help make this
colorful scheme work: The energetic red is bright,

the blue is a midtone, and the yellow is a softer shade.
Uninterrupted stretches of sophisticated black
countertops, honey-colored flooring, and consistent
cabinet and window trim contribute to the room's
well-composed, orderly feeling. The repeating pattern
in the tile backsplash ties the three colors together.

50 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013
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Honeywheat
BENJAMIN MOORE

Pennies
From Heaven
BENJAMIN MOORE

4_Warm harvest hues

For years, kitchen designers have noticed how
beautifully three colors borrowed from items
in the produce aisle—carrots, corn, and
peas—can create hearth-like warmthina
cooking and gathering space. These colors
are especially effective in taking the chill

off stainless steel and in bringing out the

rich tones in wood floors or ceiling beams.
“Choose one of these hues if you have a small
kitchen and don't want to divide it up,"” says
Doty Horn, a color consultant in the New York
City area. "Use two or all three if your kitchen
is larger."” Carrots and corn flavor the kitchen
shown here, with only the slightest hint of
peas in the striped runners, which could easily
be amplified with more green accents.

Chinese
Porcelain
PPG PITTSBURGH PAINTS

Blue Bows
PPG PITTSBURGH PAINTS

5_Elegant
shades of blue

Rich, saturated shades of blue
have a time-honored, traditional
look and evoke Chinese
porcelain, says Josette Buisson,
a color forecaster who works
with PPG Pittsburgh Paints.
Buisson, who says she is seeing
more of these blues in living
rooms and kitchens, likes to
layer dark and midtone indigos
for an understated elegance
similar to the effect in the space
shown here. The blues on the
walls and cabinets are unified
by a blue-and-white tile mural
and extend an element of
formality from the open dining
room into the cook space, an
effect that is reinforced by black
countertops and chairsand a
table painted navy blue. &

paint ideas

SHARE YOUR
PAINT IDEAS
Enter your creative
paint projectin our
Reader Remodel

Contest fora
chance to winanew
pickup and cash.
Post entries at
thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH
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Finding the
right finish

Staining interior woodwork is a process of trial and error, even for the This Old House TV project
pros. Here’s how they got the look they were after—and how you can get great results every time
By DEBORAH SNOONIAN + Photographs by ANTHONY TIEULI

It may look period-perfect from
the outside, but the interior of the
current TOH TV project house, an
1887 Queen Anne in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, is getting a unique
look of its own from a completely
different era. Since so many of the
original decorative details inside the
house had been stripped away dur-
ing previous renovations, owners
Sally Peterson and John Stone de-
cided to convert its look to the
modern Scandinavian style, pio-
neered in the 1950s, that Sally had
admired for years. “Though I was
born in the U.S., my family is Swed-
ish,” she says. “I've been to Sweden
to visit extended family, and it’s
where I became drawn to clean,
simple, functional design.”

Among the many elements the
couple is incorporating from this
style is whitewashed woodwork, in-
cluding built-in cabinetry in the din-
ing and living areas, and wood ceil-
ings in the living room and parts of
the kitchen and master suite. “Clear-
stained or whitewashed wood sur-
faces are often used to add texture and
warmth to the simple white interiors

LEFT: Painter Mauro Henrique shows TOH general contractor Tom Silva samples of whitewashed
wood that he prepared using various types of stains and clear finishes. It took him a few tries, using
different products, to get the look that Sally and John wanted. ABOVE: Mauro sprays a clear finish
onto the whitewashed pine ceiling in the living room to protect the wood and the finish. “I do this
when other workers aren't here, so there's no construction dust flying around to interfere,” he says.
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common in Scandinavian design,”
says Dee Elms of Terrat Elms Design,
the project’s interior designer.
Though the factory-built cabinetry
is being finished off-site using a
translucent, oil-based stain and
sealer, the ceilings and handrail are
being finished in place. So TOH gen-
eral contractor Tom Silva asked
painting contractor Mauro Hen-
rique to develop a match for the
whitewashed cabinetry finish that
Sally and John had approved.

Even experts like Mauro and
TOH master carpenter Norm Abram,
who has 30-plus years of woodwork-

How he
did it
Like the look of the

wood ceiling? Try
Mauro's technique

1: Using 150-grit
sandpaper, Mauro
roughed up the pine's
surface to openits pores,
then wiped away sawdust
with a tack cloth.

2: Using a natural-bristle
brush, he applied a thin
layer of Zar oil-based stain
in Country White and let it
rest for 2 to 3 minutes so
that it could seep into the
wood’s pores.

3: Working in the direction
of the grain, he wiped away
the unabsorbed stain with
acleanrag. Afteritdried,
he repeated Steps 2and 3
to give the wood a whiter,
brighter look.

4: Using a synthetic-
bristle brush, he applied
two coats of water-based
acrylic finish. (He used
apro-grade product;
Minwax's Polycrylic
Protective Finish would
give similar resuits.)

54 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

ing and furnituremaking under his
tool belt, agree that staining wood
involves as much art as science.
“You've gotlots of variables: the color
of the wood, its porosity and grain-
ing, the color of the stain, whether it’s
oil- or water-based,” says Norm. “It
takes patience to get all these ele-
ments lined up to your liking.”
Fortunately the first step—find-
ing the right wood for the built-ins,
ceilings, and handrail—was straight-
forward. Oak or birch are more com-
mon in Scandinavian design, but
here, southern yellow pine emerged
as the clear winner for both cost and

aesthetics. The pine is not a single
type of tree but rather a group of
species native to the southeastern
United States that are common and
easy to mill. It’s a popular choice for
interior finishes in American homes,
says Dee, and Sally and John liked
its unique horizontal graining.

The couple asked Tom and Mauro
to highlight the grain and tone down
its yellowish cast. Armed with pieces
of whitewashed pine from the cabinet
manufacturer to match and unfin-
ished sample boards of his own, Mau-
ro got down to business. For his first
experiment, he used a water-based
white transparent stain followed by
two coats of water-based poly-
urethane clear finish. Too dull,
came the verdict. “Water-based
stains aren’t absorbed as readily
as oil-based ones,” says Mauro,
“so it’s possible that the stain
sat on top of the wood and ob-
scured the grain too much, as a
paint would do.”

He got better results when he
switched to an oil-based stain,
but he paired it with the same
water-based clear finish. “An
oil-based clear finish can give the
wood a slightly yellow tone,
which Sally and John didn’t
want,” says Mauro. Only after
crafting several samples with
more (and fewer) coats of stain
and finish did he finally perfect
the technique, imparting a sub-
tle milky-white color to the pine
that downplayed its yellow and
honey undertones and brought
the grain into sharp focus.

Now in place, the living
room’s wood ceiling comes as an
unexpected touch that makes
this all-white room seem a bit
cozier and homier—even unfur-
nished. “It took us a while to get
there, but it has just the effect
we’d hoped for,” says Sally.
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Remove hardware, such as knobs and
hinges, before starting. A stain might
change the color of the metal, and,
unlike paint, you can't just peel it
offwhenit's dry.

Make sure your workspace is well
ventilated and relatively dry. Hot,
humid days are not ideal for staining,
as the airborne moisture interferes
with drying. Use afan oropena

window to keep air circulating; if the
weather's right, you can work outdoors.
When using oil-based products,

wear a respirator to avoid inhaling
harmful fumes.

Know how water-based and oil-based
stains differ. The right pick for your
project is largely a matter of preference.
Water-based stains are low in odor,
clean up with soap and water, and dry a
lot faster, so if you're not careful, they
can leave lap marks or streaks from
application. Plus, you'll need to lightly
sand the wood between coats to knock
back the grain. Oil-based stains have a
longer working time, giving you more
control over the finished look, but they
release fumes and must be cleaned up
with solvents. Both types have to be
topped with a protective clear coat to
safeguard the wood and the finish.

Always test first. The same stain-and-
finish combo can look very different
when applied to woods of different
species and colors—and even to woods
that are prepped with sandpaper of
varying grits. “It's a trial-and-error
process,” says Norm. Test eitherina
small, unobtrusive area of your project,
or make samples of the same species so
that you can try out different options side
by side. Use the same prep technique on
your project and your samples.

Norm’s top tips
for staining
interior woodwork

Follow these rules of thumb when
experimenting, and you'll achieve
a perfect finish every time

When in doubt, go lighter. Unlike paint,
you can't cover up a dark stain with a
light one. So if you're not sure if that
chocolate-brown tone is really your
thing, opt for a medium-brown one first.

Experiment with different application
methods—a bristle brush, a foam
brush, a sprayer, or even a rag. You
can swab on stain with strokes that are
parallel or perpendicular to the wood's
grain. If using arag, you can use light or
heavy pressure, depending on how
much color you want the wood to
absorb. Which technique is best?
“Whatever method gives you the look
you want,"” says Norm. Keep notes on
the techniques you use when making
samples so that you can replicate the
results when doing the project.

Always wipe off unabsorbed stain in
the direction of the grain. Rubbing
against the wood's grain or in circles
could create uneven swirl marks or
blotches. And never let unabsorbed
stain dry on the wood, as it will just
peel off once the solvent evaporates.

The longer stain sits on wood, the
deeper the finish will be. You can also
apply multiple coats of stain for the
same effect, as Mauro did. Toget a
consistent look and color, use a timer to
make sure you're wiping off the excess
after the same interval for each area.

Use a stain and a finish with the same
solvent. Oil-based finishes don't adhere
to water-based stains if the moisture
hasn't fully evaporated from the latter.
Adding a water-based finish over an
oil-based stain can work if the products
are compatible, but it's better to leave
this technique to a pro. Err on the safe
side by choosing like solvents for both.

ADVERTISEMENT

PROJECT
OF THE WEEK

More saving.

More doing:

HOW TO
INSTALL
A MANTEL

A fireplace mantel is one of the best
ways to turn an ordinary living room
into an elegant and refined space.
Like an ornate frame around a pretty
picture, a mantel should enhance
the fireplace while adding its own
style and interest to the room. It also
can provide ample shelf space for
pictures, books, and candles.

Consider using a mantel that comes
in a kit and locks together. To hang
it on the wall, you simply attach it

to a couple of screwed-on pieces

of lumber. The whole job takes less
than a day.

You'll find a huge selection of tools
to help with this or any home project
at The Home Depot nearest you.

For easy how-to instructions
and a list of the tools and
materials you’ll need, go to
thisoldhouse.com/project
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weekend
remodel

Build a columned
room divider

Use MDF panels and wood molding to transform your entry
with a stately new built-in Bycopy caLAMAIO + Photographs by RYAN BENYI

t: $150

: Two 8-hour days
Difficulty: Medium. Stacking
built boxes saves time, but your
mitering skills must be sharp.

Not every home is blessed with a grand entryway. If your

: . ; S , For complete
front door swings open directly into the living space, it can : ons, turn
make for rather abrupt arrivals. A columned room divider the page

creates an architectural feature that will gently redirect foot
traffic while providing extra storage for books or even boots.
Follow along with This Old House contributor Christopher
Beidel, owner of Pernt, a handmade-furniture company in
Brooklyn, New York, as he shows you how to construct a
partition that will look right at home in your place. :
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weekend remodel

upper---~

Day-to-day
timeline

SATURDAY Stack the cabinet
boxes and add the face frame
(Steps 1-4).

SUNDAY Build the column,
and cut and install the trim
(Steps 5-7).

column
panel

lower blocking -~~~

cabinettop-""-_-

ripped-
¥-inch stile

back panel - -

shelving box - -

filler panel - -

base panel - - - -
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- - solid
crown tools
molding tape measure
“~<_ capital straightedge

trim clamps
circular saw
caulk gun
drill/driver
countersink bit
4-foot level

pneumatic brad nailer
and air compressor

solid Ul Wy
__crown combination square
meiing miter saw
faceframe  materials
34-inch medium-density
g fiberboard (MDF) Get three 4-by-
/ 8-foot sheets for an 8'-foot ceiling.
2x8 lumber to build the base
shims
solid crown molding to trim the
capital and the cabinet top
baseboard molding
3 Ye-inch and ¥%-inch quarter-
s round molding for the base cap
and shoe molding
. E“a;’;":‘ap 1%-inch MDF screws to assemble
the boxes
N e ahoard 2'/e-inch deck screws toinstall
the base and the blocking
1%-inch brad nails
- ;fa‘;’;"" construction adhesive
molding wood filler and paintable caulk

primer and paint

1. Build the boxes

A_ Cut the parts. The body of the cabinet is made up of three
identical boxes stacked on top of one another to form shelves.
Take your MDF stock, clamp a straightedge in place. and use
acircular saw to cut each piece according to the cut list at
thisoldhouse.com/bonus. Also cut the four base pieces; we
used 2x8s to match the height of the existing 1x8 baseboard.
B_ Assemble the boxes. For each box, the top and bottom
capture the sides. Lay the bottom piece on a workbench, run
a bead of construction adhesive along the edge of one side
piece, then clamp it upright to form an L with the bottom.
Repeat on the other end. Tip the assembly so that you can
countersink pilot holes for 1%-inch MDF screws through the
bottom and into the edges of the sides. Drive the screws

and remove the clamps. Set the assembly upright. Apply
construction adhesive to the top edges of the sides, and set
the top in place. Clamp it down at each side, countersink pilot
holes, and screw it in place, as shown.

ILLUSTRATION: GREGORY NEMEC



2.Install the base

A_ Level the base. Build the 2x8 base with 2%-in

the base directly on
;and shim it level

cross the corners

1

Tip Slide the shims from the
inside of the base outward so
that the screws will catch the
meatier ends. This also makes it
easier to snap off the exposed,
thinner ends of the shims.

3.Stack the layers

A_ Cap the base. Run a bea
cover it with a panel of MDF
panelto secureit. Then,toac
MDF filler panel. Use sc mp!r mtoinsetit ¥ir
1% inches along the back ec
allow for out-of-plumb walls
me stilein Step 4A re the filler panel with construction adhesive and
> dl eachn corner.

B_ Stack the boxes. Apply construction adhesive
on top of the filler panel and stack the first box.

n adhesive along the top of the base and
1oles and drive MDF screws through the
ofthe 1x2 face-frame trim, add an

Ffil om the front and the end: inset it
to accornmodate the back panel plus the trim. And to

YrINch gap at the wall end: it will be covered by

aligned at the ed_u.uﬁ Tackitin placewitha
pneumatic brad nailer and 1%4-inch brad nails.
wo boxes in the same
. Shim the gap between the top box and the
ll, then drive at least one deck screw through
the box and shims and into a stud or an anchor.
Make sure the top box is level, then glue and nail
another filler panel on top

C_ Attach the back. Measure and cut an MDF
panel to cover the back of the stack and meet
the wall. Apply construction adhesive to the
back edges of the boxes, and clamp the panel

in place. Countersink pilot holes and secure the
panel with MDF screws.

and fasten the nex




4.Finish
the cabinet

A_ Install the face frame. We ripped 1%4-inch
strips from leftover 3-inch MDF, but you could
also use 1x2 trim. Either way. measure and cut the
front and back stiles to length. If necessary. scribe
and trim the wall-side stiles to follow the wall's
contour. For the outside stiles, use a scrap of
¥-inch MDF to stand in for the abutting stile to be
installed in the next step, as shown. Glue and nail
the stiles in place; they should end up flush with
the inside edges of the shelves on the front.
B_Rip the end stiles. To make the trim end up the same width on both sides of the
corners where the stiles meet, rip two pieces % inch wide. Glue and nail them in place, as
shown. Now measure, cut, and install the four front rails, four end rails, and two back rails.
C._Install the top. Measure and cut two additional panels of MDF sized to sit flush with
the face frame. Glue and nail them in place. This last layer serves as your cabinet top and
as a nailing surface for the solid crown molding that goes onin Step 7B.

5.Lay out the column

A_Install the lower blocking. To find the location for the column's two lower nailing
blocks, subtract the width of a block from the width of the cabinet top, then divide the
result in half. Use a combination square to transfer this measurement to three sides of the
cabinet top. as shown. Glue and screw the blocks in place, one at a time.

B_Size the column. Measure the distance between the cabinet and your ceiling and cut
the four MDF column panels to fit. Two should be the same width as the lower blocking,
and the other two 1% inches wider to capture the edges of the first two. Clamp the base

of one of the panels to the blocking, then clamp a 4-foot level to its face. Plumb the panel,
then mark where its inside face meets the ceiling, as shown.

see how it's done
[N Towatch avideo of this project, including

extraf of working around a receptacle,
goto momem/ bonus

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98




weekend remodel

6.Install the column

A_Mount the upper blocking. Run aline of construction
adhesive along the edge of an abutting column panel, and
join it to the first to form a corner. Nail the joint together.
Clamp a level to the new piece and check both levels ta
plumb the column assembly. Apply construction adhesive
to the block and position itinto the L-shaped crook, then drill
ilot holes and screw it to the ceiling with deck screws. We
were lucky enough to catch a ceiling joist, but you may need
to use toggle bolis to fasten the block securely.
B_ Assemble the column. Countersink pilot holes through
the tops of the column assembly and into the upper
blocking, then screw themin place with MDF screws. At the
bottomn, tack the panels to the lower blocking with brad nails.
Then glue and secure the two remaining sides of the column
in the same fashion.

7. Trim out the divider

A_ Install the capital. To finish the top of the column, measure and cut the
capital pieces to fit. Use clamps to hold the longer pieces in place. to give you
something to butt the shorter pieces into. Glue and nail each piece in place.
B_Install the crown. To trim the top of the capital, measure one side, use a miter
saw to cut a piece of solid crown molding at 45 degrees on each end, and install
it with adhesive and brad nails. Continue measuring, cutting, and installing each
side as you go. To trim the cabinet top, measure its long edges and miter-cut
pieces of crown to fit—90 degrees at the wall
and 45 degrees at the end. Glue and nail them in
place. Measure and miter-cut the end piece to
fit between the two mitered ends, then install it
with adhesive and brad nails.

C_ Install the baseboard molding. Follow the
same approach to install the baseboard: front
and back first, then the piece that's mitered on
both ends. Cut pieces to fit along the exposed
wall and install those. Install the base cap—
Ye-inch quarter-round molding in this case—the
same way. Then cover any gaps along the
floor by installing the %-inch shoe molding.
Finally. fill the nail holes and caulk the joints
and seams, sand everything smooth, and
prime and paint the entire structure. @
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ACOZ}
CRAFTSM¢

The once beaten-down bungalow,
a former student rental, finally
foundits fixer in an avid DIYer —
who brought back its charm,

building 52 kitchen cabinets, ————
38 dovetail drawers, '
and many walls

of built-ins along
the way

£ : ; ; AT
x S . L AN

By Jill Connors + Photographs by Lisa Romerein <+ Produced by Colette Scanlon <+ Styling by Caryl Eagle



OPPOSITE: In the foyer, original
elements blend with updates.
The existing stairway, wainscoting, }
and box-beam ceiling were cleaned

up with paint and the stair treads
refinished. New oak floors were
stained a dark English chestnut.
THIS PAGE: The living room
fireplace got a new slate-tile
surround and wood mantel over
formerly built-up brick. Light
fixtures throughout the house are
Craftsman-style reproductions.




or serial remodelers, the

“next one” always holds

the promise of being the

“best one”—a chance to
learn from past mistakes, improve DIY
techniques, and reap the satisfaction of
a glorious end result. For Aaron Cover,
a Web designer who has renovated
seven houses in 13 years, the redo of
this 1916 Craftsman was definitely his
biggest undertaking to date. And de-
ciding to do all the cabinetry himself
nearly did him in.

It seemed like a good idea at the time.
With four Dallas house renovations and
two San Diego, California, redos under
his belt, he set his sights on the two-
story stucco-and-shingle Craftsman
with its compelling location—directly
across the street from a golf course,
overlooking Balboa Park and, in the dis-
tance, the San Diego harbor. The house
was a hard-luck fixer-upper: Previous
owners had chopped up the layout in
order to rent rooms to college students.

Aaron saw the possibilities immedi-
ately, envisioning a house that combined
the authenticity of original architec-
tural details with newer open spaces
that suit today’s lifestyle. He figured
that he already had most of the skills
and the tools for the work that was
needed. He could repair and refinish
the wainscoting and the boxed-beam
ceilings in the foyer, living room, and
dining room. And he could deconstruct
and remove the warren of small bed-
rooms and bathrooms that the previous
owners had created to rent out rooms.
Having done plenty of tile work on pre-
vious renovations, he could do the til-
ing that the new baths would require.
And he had mastered the art of low-
cost concrete countertops.

But the two things Aaron wanted
most would stretch his skills and his
budget: a big, airy kitchen with plenty
of storage, natural light, and traffic flow
for entertaining; and a second-floor
master suite with ample closet space
and a spa-like bath. A wild thought
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original open plan
All the trim, door and
window casings, wain-
scoting, and half-height
built-in bookcases—which
form partitions from foyer
to living room to dining
room—were repaired and
refinished with white paint,
which adds to the fresh,
updated feel of the spaces.

ready for guests

To ease entertaining and
channel natural light between
the existing dining room and
the new kitchen, the
homeowner built a pass-
through where an exterior
wall once stood. Double
doorways are located where
two windows had been. The
kitchen side of the pass-
through holds a wet bar with
refrigerator drawers and
wine storage.




good as old

The 1916 Craftsman’s facade
has its original cedar shingles,
which had been preserved under
aluminum siding, on the upper
story. The stucco covering the
first floor needed repair; the
street-level walls are new.

FLOOR PLANS

The nearly 500 square feet of living
space added in back is split between the
kitchen and the upstairs master suite,
which also has a full-width balcony.

Ist floor

kitchen l
bath - = > todeck
3
= ™
outdoor closet
bedroom dining
| room
& to deck
bathl
living media
room room
foyer -
front porch
2nd floor
T E— = balcony
- | . =
> . ‘ .-h R o — - - T - | —;__A_l;—' ' \—-'
EE 3 1 ﬂ : 3 master_}_ | ‘
L e bath —'
"_._.| = 2 bma.'ster
¥ edroom
- laundr
bath 4 < ./__ —
F..
| closet
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took hold: To compensate for the cost
of the two-story addition—a pro job
that in California would involve adher-
ing to earthquake code—he’d make all
the cabinetry himself.

“I'm not sure what I was thinking,”
Aaron says now, with a laugh. “But
with every house I remodeled, I saw
the price of semicustom kitchen cabi-
nets get 20 percent more expensive and
the quality get worse. So I thought, I
can do this.”

Aaron created all his design draw-
ings for the floor plans and the cabinetry
in Adobe Illustrator, software he used
extensively in his Web-design business;
he exported his drawings for the addi-
tion into CAD (computer-aided design)
software to send to a structural engi-
neer, who specified a steel beam in the
new kitchen ceiling to satisfy building
and earthquake code. For the addition’s
foundation and framing, he hired con-
tractors. Then he rolled up his sleeves.

To start the cabinetry, he bought a
jig and a router, setting them up with
his old reliables—table saw, miter saw,
sanders—in a makeshift workshop
under a tent-pole cabana in the back-
yard. Relying on books and online tu-
torials, he went through “lots of trial
and error” to make the first full-inset
dovetail-drawer prototype. “I found out
then why people more often do over-
lay doors and drawers,” Aaron says
now. “It’s a lot easier!”

In retrospect, the sheer volume of
work was staggering: He crafted every
kitchen cabinet and drawer, including
lots of custom pullouts and appliance
garages and, later, all the bathroom
vanities, every master-closet organizer,
a media wall, and a full mudroom of

built-ins. Meanwhile, for nine months
his “kitchen” consisted of a [gfrigerator dea f(’d C‘OOk Spﬂce Homeowner Aaron Cover
: ‘e spu relaxes—at last! in his new open and airy 15-by-20-foot kitchen,
mlthe dmmg roon‘i and a stove/inthe surrounded by proof of his DIY chops. He made every cabinet
middle of the ne“f concrete Slab‘l and drawer, poured and installed the concrete counters

On the plus side, Aaron estimates (OPPOSITE, LEFT); designed, cut, and laid the slate-tile floor
he spent only $4,000 to $5,000 in cabi- (OPPOSITE, RIGHT); and installed the subway-tile backsplash.
netry materials for the kitchen—birch
plywood for the boxes and drawers
and solid maple for the fronts. On the

minus side: “I had no idea how much

R ]

(LARR NI I RRRR

!
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“Iwanted
a big, open
kitchen where

ST | = Jfriends could
e Lii M ﬁi gather.”
—AARON COVER,
¥;. HOMEOWNER
Rt |

exit this way Base
cabinets in the mudroom
hold tilt-out recycling bins.
Handcrafted and installed by
the homeowner, the drawers
and random-pattern slate
floor continue from the
adjacent kitchen.



sanding there would be. My arm and
hand went numb some days,” he says.
His image of the ideal kitchen—*“a
classic white kitchen with dark coun-
tertops, a subway-tile backsplash,
and a slate floor”—was taking shape

o otfr For o117 _hv-16-
Shrohol it it are st restful master suite About haif of the 12-by-16-foot master

bedroom is new square footage in the two-story addition. The master

Aaron then put another of his skills closet, with five-light frosted-glass pocket doors, is fitted with the first
to work making the concrete coun- test-run cabinets Aaron made for the house; he reckoned that any
ters—pouring them into a plywood mistakes wouldn’t be on display in there.

mold and then turning them out like a
cake—a technique he had mastered in
previous renovations. “The key is hav-
ing a number of large, strong friends
who can help you turn the mold over
and carry the countertop into place,”
he says. He also installed the backsplash
and the floor—cutting 16-by-16-inch
slate tiles into a pattern he created us-
ing Illustrator. “I wanted a twist on the
traditional slate floor,” he explains.

Turning his attention to other parts of
the house, Aaron worked to instill a new
Craftsman sensibility by restoring and
re-creating original details. One of the
tasks that he had been confident about
when he first saw the house, however,
turned into something of a nightmare.
After rebuilding the half-wall book-
cases between the living room and the
foyer, all the columns, and the sections
of wainscoting that had been damaged,
he set about refinishing them. “But ev-
ery stain I applied made the wood look
like tiger-striped plywood,” he recalls.
“Even after sanding, an orange color
came out, no matter what I did.” In the
end, he painted the half-wall dividers
and wainscoting off-white, which he
realized would help marry the new and
old wood and give the house a more
modern feeling. When he found that the
box beams also didn’t take stain well, he
painted them dark charcoal.

tablet
exclusive!

Want to see even more of hardworking
homeowner Aaron Cover’s house? Find
more photos exclusively in our tablet
edition. It's free for subscribers. Learn
more at thisoldhouse.com/tablet
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There were unexpected bonuses.
Although the first floor’s existing oak
flooring, only % inch thick, could not
be salvaged due to termite and water
damage, Aaron was thrilled when the
second floor’s %-inch-thick Douglas fir
flooring turned out to be in excellent
shape, thanks to years spent hidden
under carpeting.

Some remodeling decisions were
driven more by pragmatism than by
historical authenticity. In the living
room, he made the existing fireplace
more prominent by adding a layer of
slate to the surround and boxing out
the mantel with wood. An extra layer
of brick had already been added by
previous owners, and Aaron feared he
would pull the entire assembly off if he
tried to remove it. “Adding the slate
makes the fireplace a little grander and
in keeping with the proportions of the
room,” he says. In the adjacent media
room, a living area that had been added
in the 1940s, he camouflaged the back
of the fireplace chimney by fashioning
a wall of built-ins surrounding a wall-
mounted flat-screen television monitor.

The renovated Craftsman incorpo-
rates today’s technology in other ways,
as well. A new HVAC system—with
ductwork ingeniously positioned in
closet corners and wall cavities where
opportunities presented themselves—
ensures efficient heating and cooling,
and an array of 36 photovoltaic panels
was installed on the south-facing slope
of the gable roof. “I basically don’t
have an electricity bill,” says Aaron,
who is as happy about that bottom-line
benefit as he is about the overall look
and feel of the two-year-long remodel.
He is applying for historic status for
the house and, while he awaits the ver-
dict, is looking forward to celebrating
its centenary, in just three years. Says
the reformed—for now, anyway—se-
rial renovator: “I'm here to stay.”

S[C’Q’f new bath Limestone tile lines the master-
bath walls and shower; quartzite tile covers the floor.
The homeowner installed all the tile himself and made
the vanity, medicine cabinets, and concrete counters.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98



low-cost
custom

details

FROM DESIGN PROS’
OWN HOMES

They may point their deep-pocketed clients toward
high-end fixtures and finishes, but most architects
and designers face the same real-world budget
constraints as the rest of us. How do they handle it?
By putting their creativity to work with everyday,
low-cost materials. These special touches may

inspire some clever ideas for your own interior
By LauraFisher Kaiser
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manila rope =
DRAWER
KNOBS

SCOTT LEE AND ERIN MARTIN,
SAN FRANCISCO

Cost: 325

How They Did It: For his
energy-efficient house,
architect Scott Lee turned to
long-time collaborator Erin
Martin to design the interiors.
Aspart of her economical and
green mandate, andtoadda
hint of texture to this sleek,
neutral bath, she ditched the
expected metal vanity pullsin
favor of knotted lengths of
“-inch manila rope, made
from durable natural fibers,
that she bought from a local
marine-supply store. Each
pullis threaded through a hole
inthe cabinet door or drawer
and held in place by overhand
knots on the front and back.
“If the knotsloosen, Iuse a

bit of epoxy to hold them
together" Martin says. "And
the rope stands up well to
bathroom humidity, sinceit's
tough enough to be used in
ocean water”



o

sheathing =

= WALL COVERING
\ JOSEPH KENEA;I!_D.. BO_S'I:ON

E. Cost: $50

5 HowHeDidIt: Architect Joseph

{_‘ Kennard wasn't yet sure where he

e | wanted to mount items like wire
5 shelving or alight over the sink when
he wasrenovating his kitchen, sohe
needed a wall covering that was

WOO d bIaC ke e = sturdy and inexpensive and would

allow him to experiment. He opted for

CABINET AND HOOD SUPPORTS oriented strand board, a sheathing

product with a textured-looking
FM‘ P_EEMONT_' _c_AL!F. surface that'smade from wood chips

Cost: $60 bound by adhesives. It’s typically

X ‘ R oY |.

HowHeDid It: Call us flattered: Architect Robert Kelly saw a photo of a bracket- used beneath finished walls or floors,
supported range hood in a This Old House book on kitchens and decided tomake like plywood is. Using drywall screws,
something similar. To find the perfect profile, he sketched designs at fullsizeon = Nemounted’z-inch-thick 4-by-8-foot
cardboard and taped them in place. The short brackets supporting the upper . sheetstothe walls behind hissink
cabinets are 2 inches thick: to improve the proportions of the long ones flanking | and cooktop. “The material

the range, he beefed them up to 6 inches thick. Then he used ajigsaw tocutthem | camouflagesnail and screw holes, sol
out of plywood and Douglas fir, again using cardboard templates. “These brackets | canrelocate things withouthavingto
take away the ‘factory-built' look of upper cabinets that float on the wall," he patchitup’hesays.

says. White paint for the brackets and cabinets ties all the pieces together.

flooring =
WAINSCOTING

ERICA BROBERG SMITH, EAST HAMPTON, N.Y.

Cost: $0 in materials; $120 for labor

How SheDidIt: As she wasrenovating her
home's first floor, architect Erica Broberg
Smith couldn't bear to part with the leftover
wide-plank pine flooring she still had on
hand. So she turned it into wainscoting on
her eat-in kitchen'’s walls. For a more finished
look, her contractor routed a bead to fit
between the two horizontal boards and added
a simple baseboard and cap. Broberg Smith
still hasn't decided whether to paint or pickle
the wood, soin the meantimeitsnaturallook
goes with just about any decorative scheme S S —— S R
she dreams up for this space.
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PRETTY
CLEVER
YOURSELF?
Share your custom-
made projects for
achance to appear
in our July reader-
created issue.
:"ozstideasat

isoldhouse
com/yourTOH

S aienas ~

RICK AND LIZ O'LEARY, CROTON FALLS, N.Y.

| lumberyard,
se edges
hbor who'sa

ld the pieces

treads for several reasons: They were wallet-frie

sthetic. Plus, the pref
1x1

and ideal for the room’s ae

o.Rickrippedthree1x12 b

them secured. After pl

the surface with an orbital san

“We expect the wood to move a bit natu

tick says, "but we're s for an aged look here, n
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plywood subﬂoor =

AMY DUTTON, PORTSMDUTH N H.

Cost: $400

How She Did It: i"resigvle* Amy Dutton admits that she wasn't ready to “spend money on
the kitchen floor of my dreams” as she was reworking her 1910 bungalow. So she painted
one instead, right onto the plywood subfloor. After caulking the seamsbetweenthe
sheets, she put down two coats of floor paint, then painted freehand tendrils and swirls
that play off the colors of the area rugs and the vintage-table-turned-island. "Because
the floor has such alarge surface area, I came up with a pattern that suited the scale and
filled up the space, pulling together elements from the room,"she says. "The organic
forms add interest and movement, and distract the eye from the plywood’s seams.”
Even better, she can repaint when she gets tired of the look.



o

steel tubing =
SINK
SUPPORT

THADDEUS SIEMASKO, BEVERLY, MASS.

Cost: $200

How He Did It: For his ongoing kitchen
renovation, architect Thaddeus
Siemasko bartered with a client fora
cast-iron vintage sink from his house
inexchange for a donation tothe
client's favorite charity. He loved

the sink's deep bowl and washboard
top, if not the lead-paint-covered
cabinet that came with it. Instead of
refinishing the cabinet, he ditched it
entirely and bolted together a
support frame of stainless-steel
angles and rectangular steel tubing
from an industrial catalog. “The open
area gives me an easy-access spot for
storing baskets of kitchen towels and
other necessities he says. The sink is
anchored to the wall for stability.

=)

stained glass and
rope lighting =

FAUX WINDOW
MICHAEL GRAY, ESSEX, MASS.

Cost: $400

How He Did It: Though architect Michael Gray
wanted natural light in his master bathroom. he
couldn’t cut awindow opening in the facade

of his historic Second Empire home. So he built
arecess between the wall studs, lined the
perimeter with low-voltage rope lighting, and
fronted it with a stained-glass window he'd
bought years earlier and casing he'd salvaged
from elsewhere in hishouse. “The soft glow from
the ‘window'makes a great night-light" he says.

interior door =
DINING TABLE

ROD GARRETT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Cost: $200 for the base

HowHeDidIt: When architect Rod Garrett's firm remodeled its offices, all the old
furniture was sent to the scrap heap. But he fished out one freebie for himself, a
solid-core maple-veneered door that had been used as a temporary drafting

table during construction, and turned trash into treasure. Once he had lugged

the 200-pound piece home, he applied green stain and a polyurethane finish and
added metal trestle legs from a tool catalog for a DIY dining table that stands up to
the wear and tear from his family of four. “With two boys, we needed a piece that
was indestructible, he says. "But I also wanted it to look cool, and this fit the bill" &

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98
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CONTRACTOR

Ask homeowners and remodeling pros how to improve their working
relationship, and you’ll get an earful—along with some useful tips on how
to keep your next project on time and on (or even under!) budget

BY DEBORAH BALDWIN |ILLUSTRATIONS BY CATHERINE MEURISSE

iy

|

Maybe you're shopping for the ideal helpmate to kick-start a new project or
you're already knee-deep in one. You may be unsure how to manage your trades-
man’s expectations—and your own. These are the best of times and the worst of
times for remodelers. Any pro still standing in this economy is likely to be sea-
soned and more attentive than ever to your bottom line. At the same time, many
top pros are so battle-scarred by clients cutting corners that they may want refer-
ences from you instead of the other way around. “I no longer do competitive
bids,” says David Lupberger, a 20-year veteran of the bidding wars in Boulder,
Colorado, who prefers smart marketing and networking. But he also advises
fellow contractors to keep their minds and tool chests open. “Homeowners aren’t
putting up many $100,000 additions,” he says. “Be ready to help hang a mirror.”
So whether you’re about to get a leaky faucet fixed or entrust your dream kitch-
en to total strangers, keep reading to learn the new rules of the game.
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€) Use apro tofindapro

You get your root canals from an expert
recommended by your dentist, right?
Same goes for locating remodeling pros.
This Old House general contractor Tom
Silva suggests asking the local building in-
spector for leads. Homeowner Jim Zem-
bruski, in Easton, Connecticut, found his
plumber through his electrician; they’d
worked together for years. Zembruski
also opened a contractor’s account at the
local lumberyard, which allowed him to
hang out with the insider crowd, pick up
pro tips, and listen for the names of trades-
men who were in there so often that they
were presumably in high demand.

@ Try alittle romance

First meetings are like first dates. Here’s
your chance to size up a pro and vice
versa—so make a good impression. And
take your time! Lupberger notes that some
homeowners are in such a hurry to get on
with it that they forget they’re about to
entrust their house keys—and their san-
ity—to a stranger. Eric Thompson, a gen-
eral contractor in Hampton Bays, New

York, is among those who stress the im-
portance of a good personality fit. “It’s
like any relationship. It should feel natural
and comfortable, like when I met my girl-
friend.” Maybe that’s why HomeAdvisor,
an agency that puts homeowners together
with service providers, uses algorithms
borrowed from Match.com.

© Get your act together

One of the worst scenarios ever is asking
an in-demand general contractor for “a
rough estimate” when you don’t know
exactly what you want. Get a good de-
signer or draftsman to translate your
vague vision into drawings and specs.
“Being decisive and clear on the details
will save you money, and the project will
be more likely to meet your expectations,”
says Monica D. Higgins of Renovation
Planners, a construction management
firm in Los Angeles. It will also help you
avoid dreaded “change orders,” code for
pricey, unanticipated upgrade decisions.
And for heaven’s sake, leave your friends
and relatives out of the design process,
says Thompson, remembering the time
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he overheard three friends going around
in circles as they “helped” with a kitchen
remodel, all the while saying things like
“You really like exposed beams?”

@ Learn to talk the talk

Figure out what your project involves be-
fore you call in a pro. “The more you un-
derstand about what they do, the better
you can communicate with them and the
better you can review their bids,” says
Zembruski, who uses how-to books, on-
line videos, and magazines like This Old
House to get up to speed. Part two of the
education process: Ask any candidate for
the job to explain how he or she plans to
carry it out and which materials will be
used. Giving a pro a chance to explain can
foster collaboration and, who knows, may-
be some creative thinking about how to do
it for less. Impatience sends the wrong sig-
nal, says Lupberger. “It implies you’re not
interested in a working relationship.”

Take the lowest bid?
Fuhgeddabouddit
You want the best work, not the best price,
says Lupberger. Contractors and subs who
charge more are licensed and insured and
should take the time to keep the home-
owner informed every step of the way—
all of which costs money. Watch out for a
“low-bid guy” working out of his truck,
says Thompson, adding ominously, “I've
cleaned up many jobs.” Angie Hicks, of
the consumer-to-consumer referral service
Angieslist.com, recommends at least three
bids and close scrutiny of licences, insur-
ance certificates, and other fine print. “I
find people who never read the contracts
they sign,” she says. “And make sure you
get a contractor who’s an expert at what
you need done. You don’t want your
house to be a guinea pig.”

Next, be sure to compare apples with
apples. Consider offering your top candi-
date a flat fee to spell out each step and
material so that others can bid on the same
thing. “Generally, materials account for
40 percent of the total cost; the rest cov-
ers overhead and the profit margin, which
is typically 15 to 20 percent,” says Tom



WHILE YOU'RE
ATIT...

Seven requests you
should never make and seven
you can—and should

1_Iranoutof time. Can

you move all this stuff
before you paint?

2_| have to run some
errands. Could you keep an
eye on the kids?

3_Since you're going out
anyway, would you mind
walking the dog?
4_Darn—my computer just
crashed! Can you fix it?
5_FedEx is coming by to pick
up this envelope. Could you
make sure to be here?
6_1just blew another

fuse. Mind replacing it?

[If he's a plumber.]
7_Thedrain's backed up
again. Could you fix it?

[If he's an electrician.]

Silva. And, yes, says Steve Miller, owner
of HomeProHub, a home-improvement
consulting firm in San Jose, California,
it’s okay to negotiate. He recommends
doing it by e-mail, which puts everything
in writing and helps conquer fear of hag-
gling. Even top pros have dry spells and
may lower a bid to keep crew members
busy, he says. Keep one eye on the calen-
dar—winter months are often slow—and
be flexible. “Life happens to pros, too,”
he explains. “Divorces, taking kids off to
college. So stay in contact, and later, if he
loses a job, he can pull up your e-mail.”

@ Learn how to break up

and make up

Some relationships fall apart despite ev-
eryone’s best intentions, so establish a

1_Could you replace the pressure-balance valve in the shower? Older baths often
lack this safety feature, which keeps the showerhead from scalding when cold water
isdrawn elsewhere in the house. A plumber who's already on the job should be willing
to make this fix. “"Expect to pay for the valve itself, of course,” says architect Darren
Hegelsen, who specializes in older-house redos in the Amagansett, New York, area.

2_Could you take a look at the insulation? If your contractor is opening up walls
anyway, it's okay to ask him to patch holes in the insulation, says Andrew Black, a
general contractor in Columbus, Wisconsin. Expect to pay for time and materials.

3_ Could you touch this up? If a painter is on the job already, it's fine to ask for free
touch-ups in other rooms, says Kara O'Brien, a general contractor in Atlanta. " Just
don't ask for anything larger than a handkerchief.”

4_ Could you upgrade the wiring in another room? An electrician who is already
working in the house may offer a deal to do work in other rooms, especially if he
doesn't have to open the walls himself, says Black.

5_Could you replace the smoke and CO detectors? An electrician who is already on
the job may be willing to waive the fee for replacing or augmenting smoke and carbon-
monoxide detectors. Read up ahead of time on where they should go.

6_ Could you flag any weak framing? If crew members are already poking into the
walls and floors, it's okay to ask them to watch for signs of rotting wood. You'll be
charged for time and materials to replace it, but meanwhile a pro has helped prevent

more expensive fixes down the road.

7_Could you advise me on another project? Tradesmen are often a font of free
design advice, and that's a good thing. Prompted by a client’s query, O'Brien once
volunteered a tip for giving exposed brick a faux-aged look (scrub it down with

muriatic acid). —NATALIE RODRIGUEZ

graceful way to exit if need be. Lupberger
points to a provision hammered out by a
fellow contractor that allows clients—and
their pros—to bow out with seven days’
notice. Consider adding an incentive
clause, too. Homeowners often grumble
when they can’t penalize a contractor who
finishes weeks—sometime months—after
the projected due date. But a better idea is
to dangle an award if he beats the clock.
“I love that,” says Thompson, who was
once gifted with a $5,000 bonus on a big
project. “That is complete fire under a
contractor’s butt.”

@ Do some of the grunt work

As Zembruski learned during the redo of
his house, remodeling pros are just like of-
fice workers: There are aspects of the job

that they don’t love. Demolition can be
dirty, boring work; do it yourself and you’ll
notice a more energetic spring in your GC’s
step. Then there’s the unpleasant business
of getting down on one’s hands and knees
in a small place. “Our crawl space is about
3 feet high,” Zembruski says of the area
under his kitchen. “It’s dark in there, and
there are spiders and bugs.” So before he
called in his electrician, he roughed out
the wiring down below. As for his much-
in-demand plumber, “he doesn’t want to
be in the sink cabinet knocking over the
soap—he’s a big guy!” says Zembruski,
who clears the way before he picks up the
phone. One time he took aparta leaky fau-
cet before the plumber got there. In return,
the guy did him the ultimate favor: making
his house the first stop on a very busy day.
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Don’t expect the rest of the world to know
how you feel about work boots tromp-
ing around in your pristine bath. Draw
up an agreement about who will be in the
house and when, and which areas crew
members should feel free to use. Spell out
the timing of payments, keeping in mind
that many pros have cash-flow issues.
As always, communication is key. Mary
Fallon, who recently remodeled the kitch-
en in her San Jose home, says she used her
skills as a former reporter to stay on top
of the project and keep all her subs well
informed. “They’d all get the schedule, and
that way there was more camaraderie.”

Ideally, says Miller, of HomeProHub,
on a big job your pro should spell out every
step, expense, and setback on a dedicated
website that’s accessible to all, using snap-
shots and software, such as Co-Construct,
designed to manage projects. But even if
your pro prefers pencil and paper over
keyboard, documentation is essential.
Mysterious expenses often lead to dis-
trust, says Miller, “and sharing informa-
tion with homeowners really eliminates
this problem.” Lynn McBride, who has
survived—and blogged about—home
renovations in spots as far-flung as
Charleston, South Carolina, and Balleure,
France, advises using the specs in the bid
as a checklist. “I used to track every detail
in a three-ring notebook,” she says. “To-
day, I'd stick it on my iPad.”

© Make this love affair last
No matter how important you think you
are, do yourself a favor and treat your
pro like an equal, says Thompson. “I've
worked for all kinds of people,” he adds,
“and the ones I go back to know how to
look across the table at you and not down
atyou.” Lupberger still recalls a client who
came by the work site a couple of times
a week to share coffee and chitchat. Says
this hardened pro, “I'm sure she got extra
things done off the books.”
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Hissy fits, missed deadlines,
bad manners—yes, we’re

talking about the homeowners
BY NATALIE RODRIGUEZ



The Hysteric
IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Childlike inability
to see the bigger picture

Pros hate having to break in a novice,
especially one as touchy as aferal cat. “|
had a homeowner call me in tears because
my crew was wrecking her house,” says
Steve Miller, a former contractor who
helps match homeowners with pros in
San Jose, California. "l rushed over to
check it out. Then | had to try to calmly
explain to her as she continued crying that
everything was going fine. Yes, the home
was in shambles—it's called demolition."
If rough stuff also makes you nuts, keepin
mind that Rome wasn't built in a day: first
they had to clear some space. Still hate to
watch? Hide out at Starbucks.

. : i
The Perfectionist
IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Projects feelings

of inadequacy onto others

Of course you deserve superb
workmanship, and in a timely manner.
But whether it's delivery of the new tub
before noon or the envisioned placement
of a switch plate, nothing will ever be
perfectly perfect. “We explained that
custom cabinetry could never look like an
airbrushed photo in a catalog,” one source
says of a prickly client. “It is handcrafted,
after all.” But she had the cabinets
remade—twice. If you suspect that you,
too, qualify as “tightly wound,” start

with a realistic calendar—your pro can
help—and be glad if the tub arrives
before he's off to his next job.

i\

The Compulsive
Communicator

IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Eyes always locked
onasmall electronic device
Communicationisagoodidea, uptoa
point. “I had a homeowner who called,
e-mailed, and texted me all day long,”
says one general contractor, who
requested anonymity. “If | didn't respond
right away, I'd get acall, an e-mail, ora
text about not responding. It became
unbearable.” Some CCs also have a

hard time knowing what qualifies as an
emergency. “Being upset with a paint
color is not an emergency,” pro David
Lupberger says calmly. To avoid pounding
your pro with hailstones, send one note at
day’s end—an evening squall, so to speak.

The Amateur
Project Manager

IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Believes he or she
was apro in a previous life

Kussmaul had a client who thought that
“since he organized a carpool, he could act
as project manager,” she recalls. “But he
didn't order enough paint, and since it was
a custom color, we had to stop the job for
half a day. He wasn't happy when | charged
him for the time."” Eric Thompson,aGCin
Hampton Bays, New York, tells amateur
purchasing agents, “Oh, excellent—now
you can sort through the warped 2x4s

and sit on hold with customer service
when the faucet breaks—and you can't
find the serial number!"

The Chore Abuser

IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Blind to the
expression on a fellow human’s face

Reva Kussmaul, author of Remodel 411:
Secrets to a Successful Remodeling
Relationship, says that as a contractor
she once arrived at a work site to find

the homeowner packing 12 huge boxes.
“She said, 'Oh, | want your guys to take
these out to the porch for the UPS guy.’
Then she asked me to have them rush her
patio furniture inside if it started raining.

I mean, come on!” Experiences like this
compelled Kussmaul to hang out a shingle
as aremodeling coach. She encourages
homeowners to treat remodeling pros like
other pros—surgeons, say.

The Meddler

IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Uses his outside
voice even when he’s in your face

The Meddler is always on the job, which
is no help at all. “My car mechanic
doesn’'t want me under the hood with
him,” says Kussmaul. “Well, my guys
don't want someone under the ladder
when they're putting up drywall.”
Another GC, who requested anonymity,
recalls a homeowner who "yelled about
where we parked our trucks, yelled about
the amount of time it was taking, yelled
about the dust, and"—naturally—"yelled
about how loud our tools were."” If you
are the kind of client who gets underfoot,
try using this quality time to be nice; you
may be rewarded just for being polite. &



Pellet
stoves

These high-efficiency heaters let you turn down
the household thermostat while warming your rooms,
providing ambience, and reducing your energy bills

By John Morell

In colder climates, heating accounts
for about one-third of a homeowner’s annual
utility bill, which is why many are seeking
thriftier ways to stay toasty. Freestanding pel-
let stoves and inserts that fit inside an existing
fireplace are an increasingly popular solution.
They look like traditional woodstoves but op-
erate more like a modern furnace. You need
only fill the stove’s hopper with pellets made
from compacted sawdust, set its thermostat,
sit back, and get cozy. A mechanical auger de-
posits the pellets into a burn pot, where they
are incinerated at such a high temperature
that they create no vent-clogging creosote
and very little ash or emissions, which keeps
both indoor and outdoor air cleaner. The best
part is that they are about twice as efficient at
warming your home as older woodstoves that
have not been certified by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and are vastly more
efficient than fireplaces.

Depending on your home’s size and lay-
out, a pellet stove could supplement the cur-
rent heating system or be used as the sole
source. And, despite its workhorse reputa-
tion, pellet stoves come in a variety of designs
to complement any interior style. Read on for
This Old House’s expert advice on buying,
installing, and firing up one of these energy-
wise heaters.
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How they

WOrk Pellets

are automatically
fed from a storage
hopper into a burn
pot, creatinga
constant flame that
needs no tending.

heat-exchange
tubes Send °

air heated by fire
inte room.

. grille
" Allows room air
to be pulled in by
convection fan,

hopper-___
Stores pellets
to be burned.

convectionfan -~~~
Circulates air through
heat-exchange tubes
and into room.

- intake vent
Pulls outside
air into burn pot.

Y

-~ exhaust
s vent
burn pot- Takes away
Holds pellets for combustion
combustion. gases.

auger i combustion fan
Feeds pellets from ! Pulls in outdoor air
hopper to burn pot, ashpan and exhausts gases.

wherethey areignited. Collects remains of

unburned pellets.



Pellet stoves heat
your home much
like a furnace does
while also providing
a flame to gather
around. Shown:
Lopi AGP, $3,000;
lopistoves.com

Whatdo
they cost?

51

How much
cleanup?

Are there
government
incentives to
buythem?
Several states offer

ur state’s
department of
energy for details.
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How they stack up
against woodstoves

The biggest difference between a pellet stove and its main competitor, a
woodstove, is that, inside, the pellet stove is a high-tech device with a circuit
board, athermostat, and fans—all of which work together to heat your space
efficiently. Here are the other key differences between the two.

Efficiency

Maintenance

Venting
options

Fuel
availability

Fuel
storage

> Pellet

Sixty to 80 percent of
fuelis converted to heat
for your home.

ashpancleaningtooncea
week or less.

> Scrape the burn pot weekly
toremove combustionresidue
and unburned pellets.

> Clean and inspect vents at
the outset of heating season.

drafted outside withafan
through a horizontal or
vertical vent pipe.

pellets at home centersand

hardware and grocery must be properly seasoned.
storesin cold climates. It's also sold by the bundle
Dealers will also deliver at stores or by the cord from
pellets by the ton. tree-care pros.
Bags of pellets should be Wood can be stacked outside
keptindoorsto guard under cover and away from
against moisture the house to prevent damage
infiltration. from termites.
Whatisapellet?
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Thirty to 80 percent (high
end is for EPA-certified
stoves made after 1990).

> Remove ash every one
to three days.

> Clean the chimney and
inspect the stove and the
door gasket at outset of
heating season.

A passive system requiring
avertical chimney so

that smoke canrise and
flow outside.

You may be able to harvest
your own hardwood, but it

It’s a small pill made of wood waste,
mostly sawdust. Pellets have alow
moisture content, 5to 10 percent,
compared with 20 percent for
seasoned firewood. In some regions,
you may find pellets made of
switchgrass or cornstalks. Corn kernels
can alsobe used in lieu of pellets.

WHAT SIZE
STOVE TO BUY

Performance is affected by your home's
layout, insulation, and regional climate, but
generally 5,000 Btus of fire power will heat
200 square feet. For a precise match for
your space, have a dealer visit your home
and recommend a model. Just keep in mind
that the warmth from your stove will be
concentratedin rooms closest to whereit's
installed. If used for supplemental heat, one
trick is to put the stove near a furnace return
vent and run the furnace fan to circulate
warmed air throughout your home. A ceiling
fan with its blades turning in reverse can also
help distribute warmed air.

Time torecoup cost

As the sole heater for a 2,000-square-foot home
in a cold climate, expect to spend $3,000 to buy
and install the new stove, plus $980 for four tons
of pellets. The time it takes for the stove to pay
itself off depends on your current heating fuel.

= OIL: Runs $1,857 per winter, or $877 more than
pellets. You can break even in about four years.
- ELECTRICITY: Costs about $2,306 a year,

or $1,326 more than pellets. Expect a return on
your investment in year three.

= NATURAL GAS: This fuel is cheaper, at $623
annually, but if you're currently using a fireplace
or an older woodstove for supplementary heat,
you will save in the long run by switching to pellets.



.
2
z
<
~
=
X
7]
3
z
<
=
=
=)
=
=]
)
=}
r
5

Pellet-stove styles

You can get both freestanding stoves and inserts for an existing
fireplace to complement both traditional and contemporary
interior spaces. Here are some of our favorites

LopiLeyden This vintage-look stove has
a large firebox relative to its medium-size
frame. The ashpan is fitted with drawer glides
to ease cleanup. $3,700 for this 45,000-Btu
model, in matte black only; lopistoves.com

Harman Accentra The 40,000-Btu
stove has a 50-pound hopper capacity and
an ashpan large enough to burn a ton of
pellets before it needs to be emptied.
$3.600, in matte black or gloss brown;
harmanstoves.com

Wittus Suite Air When connected to
HVAC ducts, the stove’s built-in fan directs
warm air to other rooms in the house.
Comes with a remote control. $5,250 for
this 40,000-Btu model, in red, white, or
yellow; wittus.com

Enviro Empress The cast-ironinsert,
which extends only 9 inches into the hearth,
has a 55-pound hopper capacity and a
classical arched surround. $2,750 for this
34,000-Btu model, in gloss black, white, or
brown; enviro.com

HearthStone Manchester This
souped-up stove has a large glass door, a
60-pound hopper capacity, and automatic
cleaning cycles that minimize upkeep. $4,600
for this 51,000-Btu model in gloss brown, or
$4,300 in gloss black; hearthstonestoves.com

Thelin

Gnome This
diminutive
34-inch heater
resembles an
old potbellied
woodstove.

Its size and
27,000-Btu
output make it
ideal for small
spaces. Starts at
$2,490, in matte
black, gloss black,
or gloss cream;
thelinco.com

LennoxBella The unit hasan LCD panel to
monitor the stove's operation, and a whisper-
quiet combustion fan and auger motor. $4,300
for this 43,000-Btu model, in gloss black or
brown; lennoxhearthproducts.com
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Puttingin
your stove

An experienced pellet-stove dealer can
alleviate installation headaches, such as
figuring out the best venting routes and where
to place the stove so that its heat reaches the
most rooms. Here are some other factors to
consider before hooking up a pellet stove.

distance from walls

Freestanding pellet stoves, such as this
Harman XXV model, have a minimal
footprint in a room. They can typically be
placed1to 3 inches from the back wall and
6 to 7 inches from sidewalls.

safe clearances

Because of the heat they generate, pellet
stoves should be at least 36 inches from
furniture and draperies and placed out of the
main foot-traffic areas, especially in
households with small children.
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venting

The exhaust pipe,
which can go straight
out an exterior wall or
up through the roof or
chimney, must be
tightly sealed to
prevent flue gases
from entering the
home. A second
intake line provides
outside air for
combustion.

power supply

Almost all pellet stoves
require anearby outlet
torunthefans,
thermostat, and circuit
board. If the stove is
your sole heater,
consider adding a
battery backup (about
$300)in case your
electricity goes out.

SR ——

floor protection
Pellet stoves must rest
on a noncombustible
surface, such as stone
or ceramic tile, to
guard against errant
embers. A pad should
extend 6inches
beyond the door.

Turnyour fireplace
into apellet stove

A traditional fireplace looks great, but it's a poor
heat generator. Most of the flame's warmth, plus
warmed air from the rest of your house, goes
right up the chimney.

To transform your hearth into an efficient
heater, you can fit the firebox with a pellet-stove
insert, such as the Harman P35i model shown at
left. A dealer can help you find a unit and a metal
surround to best fit your hearth's dimensions.
But because a metal liner must be fitted inside the
chimney for ventilation, installation is best left to
a chimney specialist. This work may also need
to be approved by a municipal inspector before
the stove can be operated.
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Pellet FAQs

TOH deciphersthelabelon
abag of pellets to help you
get the best-burning fuel

The Pellet Fuels Institute has two
grades for pellets: premium, which
isusually made of only wood, and
standard, which contains some bark.
Premium pellets are marginally more
expensive than standard—about
$5.50 for a40-pound bag— but they
produce less ash. Anotherindicator
of quality is the amount of fines, or
dust, at the bottom of the bag; there
should be less than 0.5 percent, which
works out to half a cup. Any more dust
can create fused ash chunks, called
clinkers, that block airflow into the
stove. The last variable is sodium
content; pellets should have fewer
than 300 parts per million (ppm) to
ensure an efficient burn.

( facter )

Hearing astoveinactionon
the dealer'sfloorisjustas
important as seeing one.If the
whir of the fans or the hum of
the auger motor bothers you,
find another model.

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO
KNOW ALL ABOUT?

We'll feature the most popular topic on
these pages in July's reader-created issue.
Postideas at thisoldhouse.com/bonus

Finishing touches

You don’t need tools to tend the fire, but a few choice
accessories can improve the look and function of your
pellet stove —KATELINHILL

T logset

Get the look of a wood-burning fire by arranging

ceramic logs around the pellet burn pot. These logs
are from Lopi, but most other stove manufacturers
design sets for their units, too. $84; lopistoves.com

T steamer

Give the air much-
needed moisture
with a steamer pot.
These lattice-style
cast-iron ones with
ared enamel finish
also add a pop

of color to your
stove, $40 (small)
and $60 (large);
plowhearth.com

remotecontrol <+

When paired with a transmitter
that monitors stove and room
temperatures, a remote lets you
adjust heat output from your
armchair. This model works only
with Napoleon stoves, but

most manufacturers offer
asimilar setup. $139;
napoleanfireplaces.com

Build your own or choose
fromavariety of premade
pads in a material and
pattern to suit your style.

We love this western
flagstone one witha

running-bond design.
Starting at $346;
diamondhearths.com

+ scuttle

Far more charming than a plastic bag
beside your stove, these old-timey coal
scuttles have a spout and double handles
that make it a cinch to pour pellets into the
hopper. $39 for galvanized steel and $34
for copper plate; woodlanddirect.com



"...seductive, because it's so well done" -The Guardian (UK)

“...romance, intrigue and sumptuous costumes..."” -The Express (UK)

DOWNTON ABBEY

PBS

DoOwNTON ABBEY

SEASONS ONE & TWOD

*An instant clas

carnival

Seasons1& 2

ON SALE NOW

.6} PBS

sigd femf] AGH BV NOLNAMMOA M B -

i N Gl

‘VQHUC

l DOWNTON ABBEY

7 SEASON 3 ——

ey

JRIGINAL
STERPIECE rival | onrormion
MASTERP car I

P

4
MASTERPIECE. | ¢
T (e T hsic

e

Season 3

ON SALE JANUARY 29

Buy now at ShopPBS.org/DowntonAbbey

A CARNIVAL/MASTERPIECE CO-PRODUCTION. PHOTOS: @ CARNIVAL FILM & TELEVISION LIMITED 2012 FOR MASTERPIECE. AD DESIGN ® 2012 PBS DISTRIBUTION.




ask oldhouse

LOOSEDRAWER FRONT ~ CABINETCROWN COMBOSQUARES MORE )

| need to remove some bricks

to get at adrainpipe. How can |
make sure I'm able to reuse them?

—MIKE ALLEN, SEGUIN, TEXAS

]
4 For this sort of small job, the best way to extricate bricks is to

tips, tricks, and A chip out the mortar around them with a cold chisel, like the
aﬁswers to antique ones below. Made of forged steel and then tempered at
our home- the tip, these tools can also score stone, crack concrete, and cut steel
. rovemen’t with equal facility. Use a cold chisel with a blade slightly narrower than
lmc?uestions the joint, press it against the mortar, and whack it with a hand sledge.

And please wear eye and ear protection. —THE EDITORS
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= Qur cast of veteran experts

TOM SILVA
General Contractor

GOT
ANSWERS?

If you have a trick
that would impress
Norm—or any of the
guys—share it with

us for achance tobe
included in the July
reader-created
issue. Post ideas at
thisoldhouse.com/
yourTOH

NORM ABRAM
Master Carpenter

RICHARD TRETHEWEY
Plumbing and Heating Expert

One of my kitchen drawer fronts keeps
coming loose. | plugged the screw
holes with wood putty, but it didn't
really help. Is there a way to fix it?

When a drawer front comes loose,
Norm Abram refastens it with deck
screws, which hold better than
standard wood screws.

—BARBARA FRIEDMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

ROGER COOK
Landscape Contractor

KEVIN O'CONNOR
Host

i Norm Abram replies: Yes, and with

applied drawer fronts like yours,

i the fix is fairly easy: They’re simply

screwed on from inside the drawer
box. That’s true even for drawers
with metal sides and melamine ends,
like the one I'm working on at left.
For either one, use the following
repair method.

Drill new pilot holes through the
drawer box and about two-thirds of
the way into the front. Locate them
as close as possible to the sides of
the box, and countersink the holes
to bury the screwheads. To keep
the front aligned while drilling the
holes, tack it to the drawer box with
a few spots of hot-melt glue.

Before you reattach the front,

i enlarge the new holes in the drawer

box slightly. That frees the screws
to cinch the front as tight as pos-
sible against the box. Use four deck

i screws to secure small drawer fronts
i and six on large drawer fronts.

 BAD SPOT FOR
BATHROOM EXHAUST

! The duct for my bathroom fan ends

just under the ridge cap; it doesn't

go through the roof. Is this an

acceptable way to vent a bathroom?
—JOHN BURKE, ARLINGTON, VA.

Richard Trethewey replies: In a
word, no. That sneaky shortcut is




not approved by the 2012 Inter- !
national Residential Code (IRC),
which serves as a model for most |
residential building codes in the !
United States. According to the !
IRC, “Exhaust air from bathrooms '
and toilet rooms shall not discharge !
into an attic, crawl space, or other
areas inside the building.”

There are good reasons for the
code to be so adamant on this point:
Pumping heat and humidity into an
attic can foster mold, rot, and, in
snowy climates, ice dams. You should
reroute the duct so that it exhausts
to the outside through an exhaust !
vent cap on a sidewall, a gable wall,
or the roof. Venting through the roof !
is my least favorite option because of
the risk of water leaks, but some-
times it’s the only route available.

REMOVE FAUX STONE
~ My fireplace is surrounded |
by ugly faux rock stuck to
particleboard backing. I'm trying
to tear it off, but it's slow going. Is
there a trick to doing this? :
—STEVE GORE, BRIMFIELD, ILL.

Tom Silva replies: Try to go after !
the layer that’s easiest and fastest to !
remove. In this case, that would be !
the particleboard, which is attached
to the studs. If you can chip away !
some of the stones and expose one |
edge of the board, all you need is a
strong tool to give you the leverage |
to pry it off in slabs. A large crowbar |
will do, but for this kind of work I !
prefer a mattock, a type of pick with !
a broad blade.

Jam the blade between the par- !
ticleboard and the studs and work !
the board off bit by bit, upand down |
each stud. If you apply too much |
force in one spot, you can easily flex |
a stud and damage the finished wall ! '

on the opposite side. Once you get !

A~ Plastic
bucket opener

B Pipesizer
and descaler

C- Doorstop

D= Or..

FOR THE ANSWER,
SEEPAGE 95
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Richard Trethewey checks a level as he tightens the hanger on a main drain.
' The pipe should pitch Y% inch per foot toward the exit point from the house.

one section off, you should find the
going gets easier.

Be sure to wear safety gear, in-
cluding leather work gloves, a dust
mask, and eye protection. And it
wouldn’t hurt to wear a long-sleeve

. shirt and jeans and to spread out a
+ heavy tarp to protect the flooring
» and make cleanup easier.

There might be hidden pipes and

. wires in the walls, so shut off the

power and water before you begin
the demo. And make sure to inspect
the wall cavities before you start
going at it with the mattock.

SAGGING DRAINPIPE
The drains in my house are

i constantly clogging, and no drain

i cleaner we've tried has any effect.
i leven had the city check the main
i sewer line, but they tell me it's

. clear. Any idea what's going on?

—JOHN LEWANDOWSKI,
MOUNDS VIEW, MINN.

Richard Trethewey replies: When
i I'm told that more than one fixture
i gets clogged on a regular basis,
i I'look at two primary suspects: a

sagging main drainpipe or a blocked
vent. The latter typically requires a
plumber, so let’s focus on the former.

The main drain is the 3- or 4-
inch-diameter pipe in your base-
ment or crawl space that collects
wastewater from the entire house
and exits through the foundation
walls toward the sewer main. This
pipe should slope consistently to the
outside at % inch per foot. If it slopes
less or sags anywhere, debris will ac-
cumulate at the low pointand, even-
tually, clog up the works.

Check the slope with a plumber’s
level—one with markings on the vial
that indicate slope—and reposition
the nuts on the hangers, as 'm doing
above, until you get the proper pitch.
If the drains keep backing up, hire a
pro to go on the roof and snake the
venting system.

OVERHEATED DIMMER
We have an array of eighteen
40-watt bulbs that washes a wall
with light. When they're turned up to
full brightness, the dimmer switch
gets hot. Should | be concerned?
—AL HEUER, NELSON COUNTY, VA.
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Scott Caron replies: You definitely
should be concerned. While it’s per-
fectly normal for a dimmer switch
to get warm, it should never get hot,
which is a sure sign that you have an
undersized dimmer. At best, it could
fail; at worst, it could cause a fire.
To remedy the situation, remove
the switch plate and look at the
switch’s body. A wattage rating is
usually stamped right on the front,
but if it’s not, cut the power to the
switch and pull it out. You’ll find the
rating stamped on the side. If your
dimmer is rated for 600 watts, as
standard dimmers are, it can’t handle
the 720 watts those bulbs draw when
turned up all the way. That would ex-
plain why the switch gets so toasty.
There are two easy ways to fix this
problem: Either replace the dimmer
with one that has a higher wattage
rating—typically 1,000 watts—or
replace the bulbs with lower-watt,
dimmable CFLs or LEDs. Then your
switch should cool down to normal.
One last thing: If you choose to
go with CFLs or LEDs and you want
them to dim as smoothly as your in-
candescents, you’ll need a dimmer
switch like Lutron’s C-L dimmer
(lutron.com), which is compatible
with the electronics in these bulbs.

Scott Caron is a master electrician
who has appeared inanumber of Ask
This Old House television episodes.

send your questions
to ask ' ~oldhouse

go to: thisoldhouse.com/
asktoh or write to: Ask This
Old House, This Old House
magazine, 135 West 50th
Street, New York, NY 10020

Include a complete address and daytime
phone number. Published questions

will be edited for clarity and length

and may be used in other media. We
regret that, because of the volume of
mail received, we're unable to reply to
unpublished questions.
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more
info
Fora list of the
tools and
materials used
on this ;'J‘:o]ect.
o to thisold
.com/
bonus

Here's aclever way to
add crown to cabinets:
Mount the molding on

aframe and install it as
asingle unit. 1

| want to install crown molding on

my kitchen cabinets. What's the best
way to go about it? —srianseears.st.Louss

Craig Tolmie of Tide Mill
Restoration replies: A lot of
upper kitchen cabinets these

days don’t have enough material
above the doors on which to
mount crown molding. To get
around that shortcoming, I build
a hardwood frame that sits on top
of the cabinets and use it as a base
for fastening the crown.

Cost: $1to $2 perlinear foot
for the 1x4 poplar in this frame;
$12 per foot for the 8-inch
painted maple crown molding
Time: One day to do 16 feet of
upper cabinets

Difficulty: Moderate. Must
know how to cut tight miters.

Using a frame allows me to do
the detail work on a bench—much
easier than from a ladder—and
I can attach the crown from the
back side, so there are no nail holes
to fill. Once the frame and crown
are attached, you install the whole
assembly in one go.

If the ceiling isn’t level, as was
the case here, then you have two
options above the crown: Leave a
gap or scribe-fit a filler strip that
follows the contours of the ceiling.
Whatever you do, avoid scribing
the crown itself or leaving a small
gap of ¥ inch or less. Either one
will draw attention to the ceiling’s
unevenness and undermine all your
careful work with the molding.



ask oldhouse

3_Reinforce the

outside miters

To prevent the outside miters from
coming open, glue and screw small
reinforcing blocks to the backs ofthe
crown at each joint. In this case, the
faces of each block are cut ata
2214-degree angle so thatit sits flat
against the moldings’ sloped backs. To
pull each side of the joint together, offset
two screws and drive them through the
block perpendicular to each other.

2 Cutand attach the crown
Take the frame back to the workbench
and shimitup by %sinch to create aslight
overhang for the crown. Miter and trim
the crown to match the cabinets' run—
the crown's ends will extend past the
frame's ends by Ysinch. Rest the crown's
bottom edge on the bench, glue the joints,
and fastenthe frame to the crown's back
side, as shown, using 1%4-inch screws.

0 egofthe cabinets’ run
from wall toll] |l. Cut and screw together
M 4 frame that follows the
cabinets’ tofs hges, butleave eachend
wall. Butt and overlap

Screw reinforcil
the frame, as shé
sure it sits flush W

1. then check to make
the cabinets’ faces.

4 Mount the assembly

With a helper, lift the finished assembly
into place atop the cabinets. Check that
the crown's overhanging bottom lip—
created by shimming the framein Step
2—fits tightly against the cabinets' faces
and doesn't interfere with the doors.
Also make sure that the joints are tight
and both ends are snug against the wall.

5 Attachittothe cabinets
Drive 2Y2-inch screws up through the
cabinets' top panels andinto the bottom
of the L-shaped frame. Place them close
behind the cabinets' face frames. If
there's a gap of aninch or more between
the crown and the ceiling, you're finished
with the install. For gaps narrower than
1inch, find a strip wide enough to fillthe
widest gap and proceed to Step 6.

6 Scribe-fit the filler strips
For each run, have a helper hold the strip
level and touching the ceiling’s lowest
point. Setacompass to the widest gap
and scribe the ceiling contour on the
strip, as shown. Trim the stripwitha
jigsaw, check the fit, and miter-cut the
ends to length. Take the frame down and
glue and nail the strips to the top edge

of the crown. Reinstall the assembly and
caulk it along the ceiling.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 98



Norm’s

I can’t budge the masonry nails
anchoring the 2x4 sleepers

to the concrete slab in my
basement. | even tried cutting
them off with an angle grinder,
with no luck. Is there a better way?

tricks of the trade

. Wrecking bar

—MIKEHALE, APPLETON, WIS,

A Masonry nails are made of difficult-to-cut hardened steel, and their spiral-fluted
shafts make them stubborn to pull out. To get atthem, split the sleepers with a
chisel and pry off the splintered pieces. With the nails exposed, the easijest way to get

PLANA: Slipa scrap of wood under the
wrecking bar's elbow to lift the claw up
underneath the nailhead, then pull back on
the end of the bar. A small chunk of concrete
may come out with the nail, but any divots
can easily be filled with nonshrink grout.

Mix, pour and store
paint with no mess!

Crank the handle and an auger-style paddle lifts the
pigments from the bottom of the can for a perfect mix.
Press the thumb lever and Pour — no drips, no mess ...
no wasted paint! Mixing Mate™, another
Rockler innovation, designed to help you 'F'
Create with Confidence.

Mixing Mate Gallor
(44170) $19.99
For a store near you or free catalog visit

™

& Rockler.com | 1-877-ROCKLER

Materials code: 456



PLAN B: If the wrecking bar fails to budge a stubborn nail, the quickest
way to get it out is to hook the claws of a hammer or a pry bar under the
nailhead, then bend it side to side until the shaft breaks off at or below the
surface of the concrete. As a last resort, use a small cold chisel to chip
away the concrete around the nail, then extract the entire nail using the
wrecking bar, as shown in Plan A.

ask oldhouse

D~ DRYWALLLIFTER

Step on the Pocket Kicker
and it will lift a sheet of
drywall, wall paneling, or a
door up to 1}z inches off the
floor, leaving your hands
free to do the fastening.
$22; duluthtrading.com

Frame Your
Mirror in Minutes

Your mirror never leaves the wall —
just measure, assemble and install.
Begin your twenty-minute mirror
makeover at MirrorMate.com

or call 866.304.3372.

T~ :
MirrorMate:

ELkvA M £ S
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Look past its gangly appearance and
meet the most versatile layout tool going:
the combination square. It'll mark lines,
measure thickness, check for square, and
much more. From heirloom-quality to
bargain-bin, here are the five that deserve
aspotin our toolbox. —SAL VAGLICA

STARRETT C33H-12-4R

$105; starrett.com

Nice to see that the company that

introduced the combo square. in 7 3
1877, still makes one of the best. v/

The forged-and-hardened steel y % :
head is paired with a blade etched 7 what to
with gradations filled with paint.. 250058 ;
Asatinfinishrendersthemeasy - 4, - = look for
toread evenunder theglare of 7 1_A blade with easy:
yoursbop light. " rE to-read marki

2_ A pleasantly
square head, prefe
! Pl cast iron or forged:
KNOWTOOLS? s 3_ A knurled adjustr
Share your tips with ) k
us for achance to
appearin July's
reader-created
issue. Post

suggestions at
thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

JOHNSON 440

$28.75; johnsonlevel.com

At roughly one-quarter the price

of an heirloom-quality combo square,
this cast-iron workhorse, with a
nonreflective finish, is the very best

of the home-center fare. We like the
threaded awl and easy-to-read green
leveling vial but wish the sides of the
head were better machined. It could also
use a more prominent adjustment knob.

Check it for true

With a tool prized for its accuracy, it's
worth checking every now and then

to make sure yours is true, Extend the
blade as far as possible, grooved side up,
through the 90-degree face of the head,
and hook the square against the straight
edge of a board. Scribe a line along the
blade. Now flip the tool over, groove down,
and line up the same edge of the blade
with your mark. If they're parallel, the
tool is square. If not, it needs to be
repaired or replaced.




TLODEA ILLUSTRATIUNS GREGURT NEMEL

EMPIRE E255

$7.97; empirelevel.com

This 6-inch-long pocketable square is
easier to use for checking small parts or
setting router-bit heights. The bright
bluevialis a snap to read. Twist the
chunky knob to loosen the square lock
bolt, which can't spin freely, and easily
adjust the blade. The chamfered edges
on the head make it comfortable to hold.

Mark and check notches. Set the
blade to the notch's depth. Hug the
square to the board and, holding a
pencil against the end of the blade
(see photo, opposite page), drag both
along the board to mark the base of
the notch. Use the blade's long edges
tomark the width. To check the depth
of your cuts, position the square as
shown, bottom out the blade, tighten
the knob, and read the marking.

SWANSON SPEEDLITETC131

$6.59; swansontoolco.com

Consider this the equivalent of a beater
chisel, except with some nice touches—
like a knurled brass knob—you wouldn't

expect to find onasub-$7 tool. The
readable blade and large vial are nice
touches. And even though the head is

plastic, it comes with a threaded awl that

rests proud of the head—easy to grab.

Find the centerline. 1. Draw aline
across the board 90 degrees to both
edges. 2. Use the 45-degree face to
draw a line from the point where the
90-degree line meets an edge of the
board. 3. Flip the square over to the

board's other edge and draw another
diagonal, as shown, from the opposite

end of the S0-degree line. Where the
diagonals intersect is the centerline.

LLAGESSE LASQUARE LAS-12S

$35.95; lagesseproducts.com

At 2inches wide, the aluminum head

of this square won't tip when you're
marking pipes and tubing. It's also great
for trueing a table-saw blade or checking
an inside corner for square. That said,
this isn't the choice for marking 1x or
other thin stock, since you'd have to
prop up the material to meet the blade.

Norm'’s techniques: Think outside the square
TOH master carpenter Norm Abram's tips to get the most out of your go-to layout tool

Cut sheet goods accurately. Unplug
your circular saw or remove its battery,
and flip it upside down. Place the
square's 90-degree face against the
narrow edge of the shoe and extend
the square's blade until it touches

one tooth, as shown, then tighten the
knob. Read the marking and clamp a
straightedge at that distance from your
cutline on the keeper side. Cut away. @&
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Cover: For information, see listing for "Before +
After Kitchen."

Home Solutions (pp. 17-23) Nicer deicers:
Thanks to Russ Alger, Institute for Snow Research at
Michigan Technological University; mtukrc.org.
Kathleen Schaefer and Robert Edstrom, Minnesota
Department of Transportation; dot.state.mn.us.

Before + After Kitchen: From bare-bones
to cottage-charming (pp. 25-27) Architect:
Erica Broberg Smith, East Hampton, NY:
ericabrobergarchitect.com. Cabinets: Smith River
Kitchens, East Hampton, NY: smithriverkitchens.com.
Windows: Andersen; andersenwindows.com. Pulls,
knobs, and hinges: Kraft Hardware; kraft-hardware
.com. Range and fridge: Wolf and Sub-Zero;
subzero-wolf.com. Microwave: Dacor; dacor.com.
Dishwasher: Miele; mieleusa.com. Floor stain:
Minwax Provincial; minwax.com. Sink: Waterworks;
waterworks.com. Faucet: Rohl; rohlhome.com.

Before + After Bath: Adding light, no windows
needed (pp. 29-30) Designer: Beth Bynon Designs,
Oceanside, CA; bethbynon.com. Lighting: Bistro
Sconce, Restoration Hardware; restorationhardware
.com. Medicine cabinet, sink, faucet, and toilet:
P74101-00-NA, P72030-00-0, and P22730-00-AD, For
Town, and P70133-CP-0, For Country, by Michael S.

Smith; kallista.com. Tile: Classica White 3-by-6 Field

Tile (shower) and Time Square Black 12 by 12 (border),

EMS and CTS SXG-1202, and Glossy White 1% by 144
(hex), Eurosol; europeansb.com. Wall paint: Nigerian
Peony, Ralph Lauren; ralphlaurenhome.com.

Shop Smarter: So can I keep my favorite
frying pan? (p. 36) Thanks to Steve Sheinkopf,
Yale Appliance + Lighting: yaleappliance.com. Malte
Peters, Thermador; thermador.com. Paul Bristow,
GE Appliances; geappliances.com.

Budget Redo: Fireplace face-lift for just $87
(p. 42) Homeowners' blog: The Lettered Cottage;
theletteredcottage.net.

Weekend Remodel: Build a columned room
divider (pp. 57-61) Designer/builder: Christopher
Beidel, Pernt, Brooklyn, NY; 347-742-6463;
perntstudio.com. Lumber: Pelham Lumber, Pelham,
NY: pelhamiumber.com.

Updating a Cozy Craftsman (pp. 62-69)
Designer: Aaron Cover. Foyer, living room, and
dining room: Fireplace surround: Daltile; daltile
.com. Light fixtures: North Park Family, Progress
Lighting; progresslighting.com. Blinds: Bali; baliblinds
.com. Kitchen: Blinds: Levolor; levolor.com. Tile:
Brazil Gray Slate (floor) and Folio Two in Glacier Ice

Need Plumbing, Heat‘ihg-
or AC Supplies?

Shop online' W|th us a-nd

ou’ll have to d&ide

where to spend all that extra time.

5l

www.pexsupply.com

And Save 5% When You

Use Coupon Code CHILLTOH

(Expires 2/28/13)
Real RBPJ- g.uJ Service.

PexSupply.com

(backsplash); daltile.com. Fridge: Sub-Zero;
subzero-wolf.com. Cooktop: GE Monogram;
monogram.com. Microwave and oven: KitchenAid:
kitchenaid.com. Vent hood: Cavaliere; cavalierehoods
.com. Sink: Ticor; ticorsinks.com. Pendant lights:
George Kovacs; minka.com. Cabinet hardware:

Dillon Collection, Restoration Hardware;
restorationhardware.com. Stools: Turner Counter
Barstool, Crate & Barrel; crateandbarrel.com.
Master bath: Sinks and faucets: Purist Collection,
Kohler; kohler.com. Shower fixtures: WaterTile;
kohler.com. Toilet: Tresham; kohler.com. Tub:
Parcher; porcher-us.com. Heated towel rack,

radiant floor, and heated mirrors: Warm Your Floor;
warmyourfloor.com. Pendant lights: Luray Collection,
World Imports; worldimportsdesigns.com. Tile:
Distant Thunder Quartzite (floor) and Silver Screen
Collection (shower and backsplash); daltile.com.

Low-Cost Custom Details From Design
Pros' Own Homes (pp. 70-75) Drawer knobs:
Scott Lee, SB Architects, San Francisco, CA;
415-673-8990; sb-architects.com. Erin Martin,
Erin Martin Design, St. Helena, CA; 707-963-4141;
erinmartindesign.com. Cabinet and hood supports:
Robert Kelly, Kelly and Abramson Architecture,
Piedmont, CA; 510-836-0719; kellyabramson.com.
Wainscoting: Erica Broberg Smith, East Hampton,
NY; 631-329-9928; ericabrobergarchitect.com.
Wall covering: Joseph Kennard, Boston, MA;
617-292-8989; jkennard.com. Island top: Rick and
Liz O'Leary, Two Tall Trees Architectural Design,
Croton Falls, NY; 914-669-0014. Custom-painted
floor: Amy Dutton, Juniper River Home Design,
Portsmouth, NH; 207-337-2020; juniperriver.com.
Sink support: Thaddeus Siemasko, Siemasko +
Verbridge. Beverly, MA; 978-927-3745; svdesign
.com. Faux window: Michael Gray, Carpenter &
MacNeille, Essex, MA; 978-768-7900;
carpentermacneille.com. Dining table: Rod Garrett,
SOM, Washington, DC; 202-367-2600; som.com.

Ask This Old House (pp. 89-97) Question of the
Month: Thanks to Craig Tolmie, Tide Mill Restoration,
Fairfield, CT; 203-382-4656. Cabinets: Turkey Hill
Purestyle in Fortune Cookie by Martha Stewart Living,
The Home Depot; homedepot.com.

Save This Old House (p. 106) Thanks to Paul
Emerson, Waldo Peirce Reading Room, Frankfort, ME;
wprr.lib.me.us. Earle G. Shettleworth Jr., Maine
Historic Preservation Commission, Augusta, ME;
state.me.us/mhpc. R

Time Inc. and This Old House Ventures do not
endorse any product or service mentioned
or advertised in this magazine.

This Ol House (155N 1086-2633)is published monthiy. except for the January/ Februaryand
November/December issues, by This Old House Ventures, Inc., 135 West 50th St., New York,
NYID020(GST-B1996300RT0O001). CanadaPost Py Masl Ay 40110178,
Ret PostalStn AP0 Box 4015 Toronto ONMEW2T2
(GST: 81996300RTO001). Principal office: Rockefeller Center, New York, NY 10020-1393
(212-522-9465). Howard Averill, Treasurer. ©2013 This Old House Vientures, Inc. Vol 18, No. 1
Al rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.
Periodit at Mew York, NY, and addi ling offices. F Send
addresschangesto ThisOldHouse, PO, Box 62376, Tampa, FL33662-3768; 1-800-898-7237.
.5, Subscriptions: $19:95for one year. This Old House and the This Old House Window are
registerad trademarks of This Old House Ventures. Inc. Printedinthe LLS.A.
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Fine Reproduction Hardware & Lighting
www.HOAH.biz

l—l—] HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE

ﬂl]ﬂ_i[la Air From Rustlc (abins to (ustom Desu]ned Homes
Cyclonic System Z 2PN .
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Dust Collection < e g M ‘42
Needs! o S

Rapid Puise ™ Filter Cleaner

Don’t stop to clean messy filters!

M m : | = fle ) The Nation’s leader in quality tongue-n-groove

Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling.
» High suction. 3x the air perfor-

mance of most shop vacuums. | i N o GREAT FOR:
Perfect for jobsite. . ’ New or Existing Homes ® Basements ® Dens ® Rec Rooms

Kitchens e Baths ® Studies ® Garages ® Out Buildings ® Cottages
» Bag Hold-Down - Easily

dispose of dust in plastic

bag . [ Customer

t !
. isfaction... We Guarantee It!
Approx. 50 Ibs. and 52" as shown. | Satisfacti

5 DUst o oran THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE

Skyline Woods' finest of log home products are available at the

— F‘?‘EB . Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!
3 lay for FREE Brochure! rder Oniine! Like Us on

1.800.732.4065 wwwoneido-gircom S e | 1| Call (800) 818-9971 - woodworkersshoppe.com
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sttt Put a spin on your space.
f O'I‘“ Elegant. Efficient. Affordable.
Since 1930 _ _ Nowt AR
TOLL-FREE e | i \ -
' s /] \

I /ZWick

www.windowshades.net

NU-WAL.

RESTORATION SYSTEM

Make Walls
and Ceilings
\ Like New!

The Architectural Series are “floating”
lreads with a modern. sleek look.

* Cost Effective

* One day
application

* Remove no trim

For FREE catalog,
call 1-800-523-7427 ext. TOH

Or visit www. ThelronShop.com/TOH

Sspemncmon& CHEMICALS, INC.
www.spec-chem.com
800-247-3932

INCINOLET

ELECTRIC INCINERATING TOILETS

Enjoy the convenience,
cleanliness of INCINOLET in
your cabin, home, dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste o
clean ash, only electricity needed.
120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET - stainless steel, American
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world.
Tested, listed by UL
INSF
USCG

BARN LIGHT ELECTRIC

WHERE VINTAGE AND MODERN COLLIDE Ok=0

. - visit 1+
Call 1-800-527-5551 www.incinolet.com e b i @n§
RESEARCH PRODUCTS « 2639 Andjon « Dallas, Texas 75220 | i
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less TIME
fewer PARTS
better RESULTS

SPEND LESS!

APPLY ADHESIVE

RUN ELECTRICAL FASTEN DRYWALL

CLASSIC GUTTER SYSTEMS, L.L.C.

Artistry, charm and elegance
- __.;.n_-._;.s!mw =

“Old World” style heavy-duty copper, aluminum and galvalume half round gutters
* Up to 26’ shipped nationally * 26 styles of cast fascia brackets * Roof mount options available

5 X 5 SCAFFOLD SETS-

Only $79.00

TURNKEY TOWER PACKAGES
FROLI $_324.00
T i

lﬂ%

4

4

g;ﬁanlnll
= PR

AS
PICTURED:
s 20 ft Budget
Rolling Tower

$639.00

2

Y I

i

Ly {11

BUY DIRECT!

866-900-0983

FAST, SAME-DAY SHIPPING!
WWW.SCAFFOLDMART.COM

_Sca.ﬁold Mart;

NTAGEDOORS.COM

s Shop Online Today!

CRAFTED
SoLip WoobD
DooORs

Sereen/ Storm
| 3 Season Porches
Dutch
Entry Units
Interior

&> More!

* Stock or Custom Designs » Authentic Replications «
* Prompt Quality Service

L = Porch Posts » Balusters = Newels « Spindles « Finials « Handraile }|

¢ * Lengths To 12 Feet ® Free Brochure+

f | [-800-527-9064  Fax T01-642-4204

E-Mail: info@cinderwhit.com

Website: www.cinderwhit com

Lo 734 Eleventh dvenae South » Wakpesa, ND S0075 fu B §|

Innerglasr Interior Storm Windows:

* Maintain the charm and beauty of your
ﬂlsnﬂg“’in

» Significantly reduce heating and cooling bills

* Compression-Fit to eliminate drafts completel

* Greatly reduce outside noise

* Are perfect for enclosing screen porches

* Save energy, save money and save history!

v ()

f Innerglass

| Window Systems, LLC

[ I i
| ompression-Fit Advantage

1-800-743-6207 * www.stormwindows.com
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SCHOOLHOUSE

ELECTRIC & SUPPLY CO.

.......

Iconic lighting, furnishings and
tools for productive living.

1-800-630-7113
SCHOOLHOUSEELECTRIC.COM

DREAMING
AND START
LIVING

AMBIANCEDOORS.COM - BEAUTIFUL
INTERIOR FRENCH DOORS, Large selection,
affordable, great service, high quality. UlaoYedio}

| )s' '.-'."._ IS Does your living space stop

on the ground floor
W|th Youl' 4 because your basement
Pressure "Ais damp and uninviting?

\Reclaim that 1/3 of your

home with DRYLOK®
Masonry Waterproofer.
Your basement can be
a playroom, laundry

Washer

100 Ft.
Sewer Jetter

room, workshop and
more in one weekend.

STOPS WATER
3 PROVEN FORMULAS

STEELENCLOSURES

FOR HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES, INSTITUTIONS INDEPENDENTLY TESTED

| $10 OFF
WEB COUPON
* Free Guide -

¥ ClogHog.com

DRYLOK

BRINGS LIVING TO

THE NEXT LEVEL

b
FROM $ 45.00
BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE » EASY TO ASSEMBLE
MANY STYLES & COLORS » BAKED ENAMEL FINISH
Send *1.00 for Brochures. Refundable with Order.

MONARCH o... o

P.O. BOX 326,111 KERO RD.. CARLSTADT, NJ 07072
(201)507-5551 www.monarchcovers.com

Visit DRYLOK.COM for inspirational
photos, how-to videos and brochures

Or Call 877-992-5644
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS [

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

FACTORY DIRECT |K5
TO YOU! >

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high | "Ger”
quality tools at such ridiculously low '

ANY

-

SINGLE
prices? We buy direct from the factories | | % ~ L wem!
who also supply the major brands and g 1 IARBOR REXHT TO0LS UINIT  Save 20 nanyone e purasedau st Cogon
sell direct to you. It's just that simple! 1HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Only available with uualr'ymg mm|mum| D e e

% urchase (excludes gift value). Coupon al our stores or website or ¥ Wm Wlﬂmﬁ-

saa fDr vﬂ“m“ at one ﬂf ﬂ]"m Igy phone. Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. I R &
10tfer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may SPW‘MIMW‘SMWMWM with
Stores Nationwide and use this 20% Off “:I na} mcked 0 ﬂ-swrzuqnqml ounn. mﬂsi De DFBSWM Nor ¥ cou pan must be presented. mmrmwma

* : mit o rnay.l
s s e ” | T T ||||||||||||||1||yg|1|l1u,gg|gnlln||||m||||

Measure, a $5.99 value. We stock B2 s === ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁié;‘s' éi_iﬁgs' """"" CENTECH.
Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, Tarps, i
Con'lllpfiesgrs. Air & Power Tuolsfps y LARGE X- LAHGE 100 FT. FISH IOATFNE :
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 3891 |

935401’5““? 93541160448
YOUR $ :
CHOICE! 349 :

REG. PRICE §7.99 |

Boxes, Generators, and much more.

= Over 20 Million Satisfied Customers! :
« 1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee i

f0% 1199

REG. PRICE $19.99 |

» No Hassle Return Policy!

- 1“006 sa“mﬂ“oﬂ Guamnte.dl HARBOR FREIGHT TDLb LiMiT 8 ”lnll] II—!-'E(”"-'—' mlmlmlu : H‘ﬁBQﬁ FREIGHT TOOLE - LIMIT 7 imHII‘I‘!,IJ‘!I“!I‘II lI ﬂln l
 Over 400 Stores Nationwide | ST AR o e s e | S e A |
Nobody Beats Our Quality, Service and Price! | Bsodl dperotedap ooy eoglypplipbi e ol ob s et ookt 3
Q" - = e FLUORESCENT PITTSBURGH
n L
Al pum:s“e #;E AFTLEBH X WORK LIGHT 32 PIECE
RESISTANT TARP < CHICAGOBELECTRIC SCREWDRIVER
' ; SET
m Lo o, 3776137 | | SAVE $ L“é"; ”::: . SAVE LOTND. 90764 {iie
i 0 REG.
PFlH:E g !
% o 59 | 50% $/4994 |

%ﬂ“ $279

AR Illlllﬂﬂll!l}!!_;l‘lllllﬂlll ‘-:_«,..\ R
! HAROR FREIGHT TOOLS - LINIT 7 REG. PRICE $6.99 | \ixnu0m mesont 1001 - Lt 6 T -:i.g!'--r" - wuonrnswmmm:#rm L
phone. Cansol be & SECOURt OF COUPON 07 4 Thases ones of webrsie Cannt. Wity oifer descount i Our stores of webale of Cannat be win dacount
m;gpmzwmam i be ﬂmm o Wmmﬁ :E’&S‘i‘s?& M&?ﬁa&%wt&?m%Lﬁ;ﬁ u:oiswlm Mn-muuau- : mmwmwn:;uma - wﬂng mm W;‘.Wﬁi

99 REG, 741BS.
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e 3 TON HEAVY DUTY B89 prrrsurcH  SQUARE SET!
LOT NO. 955?&’ c,° \ 4 JACK STANDS %> '
60625/69645 SAVE LOT NO. .
: mﬁ!ﬁ!? SAVE 5 :
o $1 59 Aeg. : LOT NO. mn 50 % _ A :
I shown 500/ 1 34 gg $ [ 4 ]
! 0 REG. PRICE $19.99 i
? R LT 9% IIIIIIIIHIIIII!I!MI]II:
: HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT S o HARBOR i‘".l(‘iilT TOOLS - LIMIT § ! Nﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬁ[lﬁmﬁﬂs u:':lg‘smhmwm At 16530 :
mnumumummmmmmmw:muwm Good ot our siores m&rm. ammmmﬂ of prot purchases Good ¥ oer stones o o discount Of Coupon of prior purchases
| SRR R ST | SRR REEEETESE | SIERITR R E”E‘";’:B:“"T"‘Sf_’i.:
45 WATT SOLAR ‘o AUTO-DARKENING Q«- CENTRALPNEUMA -
PANEL KIT cﬁ?gz WELDING HELMET EX55°2.5 HP, 21 GALLON. : ;
SCAVE w5 B WITH BL“EEE&{EE (; Aﬁ? ﬂg;ﬂvpﬁﬂ?ggaﬂ :
» 1
]
: 1 90 Hm 675 . Loy 1510‘ THWELDING | S@IVE $1 4999 i
| A PﬂIcE i
: \ LOT NO. 3?5119?;:9 i 50%' nggﬁ . |
1 1 ]
A $1 39 - L T T :
: HARBOR r":lﬁl}f;‘;ﬂl;“LfMlT 3 sng gs ' |lI'I'IEII\!)!l|Ig!,I,I'mI n|ln HMIBHH FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 | HARBOR rﬂElf;l:T YUU‘LS LIMIT S ﬂ?u‘fms g "amﬁ?u? :
md“mﬂ'mﬂ’hm Cannct be used with ofher discoont or Wlwwm [ Good o cur stones or wabse of by phose. Canaot be MWW'WWWWWW [
s o ok e S TS g o o o | ol i i S W o 141 Lk o i e . |
= S~ GENERALLD ol ;
1]
90 AMP FLUX ﬁVEF“!I'E nmﬁ¥ 5% prrrssurcr s '
WE L)
wulcF EES nzuut!:llrin 130 o7 vo. sszr2msssr RAPID PUMP® E
SAVE " T00L. """"""RE'; 3 TON HEAVY IJHTY :
REG. . i
60 $8999 3 # $16999 2 STEEL FLOOR JACK —
(R EAR 000 A A LoTHo, {0000 OO $130.99 i
-\ A, e S99 AN |
mnmmwm«wumwwumwaMuwmwwm 0w stones or webiide or by phone. e used daoui o Coupon of priod our o o decouat o 1
m;ﬂmmmhmw lﬂlﬂJ Lmr:z'* per customer per day :mmunlmww;mn& wﬁm%”mu‘rwwﬁmw mmmMNmm%M“S w:ﬁwwmwmwhr'
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SAVE 18 GAUGE 2-IN-1 00
55%  NAILER/STAPLER 5

'5>” 29 PIECE TITANIUM

» NITRIDE COATED
; — 4 PIECE o, DRILL BIT SET
i WE CARRY A E CHISEL SET 1 e drillmuster‘
i e | | | SAVE Res,
' $ 99 $449 PRICE Pt % N 60% $999 PRICE
E - shown 2 :

LT 199 W, ’“"m;;c IR

REG. PRICE $35.99 : Seswanes 42429/69471

* HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LiMIT 7 } HARBOR anmn TOOLS - LIMIT 8

.................................................................................................

36 LED SOLAR I'.‘:ENTE:H.[
yg SECURITY LIGHT S m 6 FUNCTION;

DIGITAL :
CLAMP METER

I.UT NIJ H

LOT NO. 98085/69644/
69890/60498

$1799 s

REG. PRICE §24.99 48% 1000 LB. CAPACITY

oo onmose | INDNNRINLI]NIRNEN | (ERLOORARRRMNAN
INICd rechargeabls battery

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 ' HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT &

Item 03886
shown

$799;

REG. PRICE $14.99 |

lm\HEu FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7

$Q99 m
R |

4PIEG£1"X15 FT

EI.EBTRIB CHAIN

fo
11,000 0PM ORBITAL B m RATCHETING 5525 SAW SHARPENER |
PALM SANDER 5 - TIE DOWN SET g5 CHICAGOBFLESTRIS |

: LOT No. 40070 03840415 mlicfgag?a
i 4-1/4" GRINDING :
E i WHEEL INCLUDED :
] ] 1
é $§99 & $2999
) l ]
)
: ' 0 REG. PRICE $49.99 l
E |I|||I|l]ll“|||mlﬂlll Illlllillllll!"llnml nec. paicesisss | 240 70 AR
H HARBOR FREIGHT wm. umrs' HARBOR FREIGHT TODLS - LIMIT § | HARBOR FREVGHT TOOLS - i
: - 3 1 Gmunwmv-mwwm wuwmmmmw!wnrm: 500 at cur stores or watsite of B r:nm mkuwm |
1

good while supphes last. Non-transferabie. |
mv:sl.mu- COUDOR DaY Cosinemer 1 Original covpon must te Sresanted. Vald rrwlm:mwmrwwmwaun

T $4999

TIBZI668

K. G, Pmcessm: 8 49 JReg, e
L CTATTRT TR sass |M||IH|||||L!!J|I||“||||U

' 18 ’JI]LT CORDLESS 500 LB. CAPACITY :
1/2" DRILL/DRIVER WITH STEEL CARGO CARRIER !
SAVE Haul$Mastor |
: cHICAGOlEﬁi?IéIC 10] SHDIHG I'le;nngf.aﬂ L%rgzga ;
Htl 66983,
33% Sown !
v s 999 i LOT NG E
Includes :
18V NiCd battery :
L)
:
1
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Order at HarborFreight.com or 800-423-2567 GRAND Huntington Park, CA N. lhll;md,nl Brookfield, CT  t. Louis, MO
[ S T N P2 A RS (VY TR YR s kall| OPENINGS La Mirada, CA San Jose, CA Madison Heights, M Richmond, VA




savei

Price: $65.000
seation: Frankfort, Maine

ontact: Tara Roy, Realty of
aine, 800-639-2162

The history: This charming
4,305-square-foot house was built by
local merchant and shipwright Franklin
Treat in 1864, back when granite,
lumber, and shipbuilding were this small
town's bigindustries. Ten years later,
Treat sold the home to Louisa T. Peirce,
whose late husband was granite baron
George Albert Peirce and whose great-
nephew Waldo Peirce became a well-
known painter. After the Peirces, the
house passed through many hands.
Though it has been vacant since the
1980s, Treat's initials remain etchedin
the front doors' glass panels.
Why save it? The three-bedroom,
one-bath home reflects a unigue
mix of Second Empire and Italianate
details, including the original mansard
roof, arched windows and porch
embellishments, and elaborate plaster
moldings. It sits on an acre of land in the
center of a quiet town of about 1,300
residents between Bangor and Belfast.
What it needs: The structure is sound,
but roof repairs and system updates are
needed. The kitchen is gutted, though
previous owners poured a foundation
for a new one. There are no zoning
restrictions, so anew owner could use
the house as a shop, a studio, or an office
with living quarters—or simply restore it
as a family home for another century and
a half of small-town living.

—NATALIA KNOCHOWSKI

SHARE YOUR REMODEL
Enter your renovation in our Reader

Remodel Contest for a chance to win
a new pickup and cash. Post entries
at thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH

106 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January/February 2013

soldhouse

| The1864 house's exterior has original features of
both Second Empire (the mansard roof) and Italianate
(the arched windows) styles. 2 Ornate archways
and double doors with carved-wood and etched-
glass details grace the front entry. .7 Inside, much
of the impressive front staircase remains, though
some loose balusters have been stored and await
reinstallation. 4 Elaborate plaster crown moldingsin
the public rooms of the house are still in good shape.

Got al;o_use? Ifyo

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98



