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MOOEL
ACAOIA DENALI

STYLING
CHROME ACCENTS

TECHNOLOGY
COLOR TOUCH RADIO

CARGO
1161 Cti FT*

WE USED ENGINEERING, GEOMETRY AND
PHYSICS TO CREATE CHEMISTRY.

The 2813 Acadia 0enali interior takes everyone to school with seating for seven and
heated and cooled f ront seats. Wood and polished metal accents help make the grade,
Combine that with the industry's f irst f ront center air bag** and you have yet another
degree in Denali distinction.

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRAOE. GiME

and distrihution. **Always use safety belts and child
See the 0wner's f4anual for more information.

*With second- and third-row seats folded. Carqo and load capacity limited by
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You've spent months decorating your home.

Fortunately, it only takes 15 minutes to see how much you could
SAVE WITH GEICO.
Youve looked through every magazine.

Decorators seek you out at dinner

parties. You're on a first name basis

with the staffof every furnishing place

in town. It took forever, but you got

everything you needed to make your

home right for you. Fortunately, it only

takes 15 minutes to get your insurance

rightwith GEICO.

Get a free quote. GiEICCI,
geiG!G,.c!Grrn

1-800-947-AUTO (2886)
or call your local GEICO agent

AUTO. HOME. RENTERS. MOTORCYCLE. RV. BOAT. PWC

.t

subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image @ i 999"201 2. @ 201 2 GEI(
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OUT OF YOUR CONTRACTOR
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25 before + after:kttchen

With a revised ceiling and
traditionaltouches, a bland box
becomes warm and welcoming

29 beforc + after:bath
Pale finishes and a space-
uniting arch give a gloomy
guest bath an airy, open feel

6J updatinga
cozyCraftsman
A skilled DlYer brings a
tired, torn-up 1916 bungalow
back to life

70 Low-costcustom
dgfails fr6rn design
pros'ownhomes
Get inspired with these
interior-enhancing ideas

7rr howtogetthemost
outofyour contractor
Our insightfulguide to today's
remodeling realities will help
you keep things sailing smoothly

'l'01{ tv
;'l fi.ndingtherightfi.rrish

After some experimenting, the
interior woodwork at the latest
project house gets just the look
the owners were longing for

tupgrades
,il shopping

Standout stools

.'ifr shop smarter
lnduction cooktops

+0 getthislookforless
Quirky cottage-style
home office

,52 all about
Pellet stoves

BEFORE
B2
ALLABOUT

+ PELLET
STOVES

on the co\rer

70. 17. t\;t..-,7. -]: Amazing money-
saving makeovers
+rt Quirky cottage-style
home office
oJ One DlYer's bungalow madness
;;,'; Found! 15 barstools you'll love
q: How-to: Add crown to cabinets

Cover Photograph by TRIA GIOVAN
Stylingby PAM ABRAHAMS
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Thanks for the love
from the heart of your home.

RAMSJO kitchen startinq $1799* Based on a 1OxlO kitchen

We're so excited that you rated us "Highest in Customer Satisfaction

with Kitchen Cabinets" in J.D. Power and Associates'most recent study'

Maybe it's because our quality is backed by a 25-year warranty' Maybe

it's because of our easy ordering & delivery options. Or maybe, it's
because it ali comes at a great price' Start building your dream

kitchen at www. planyourkitchen'com
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The Life Improvement Store
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NewYbar: New Kitchen!

ADVERTISEMENT

Make this the year you finally get the kitchen
of your dreams
lf the heart of your home isn't as welcoming and well-organized
as you'd like it to be, IKEA stores can help. From high-functioning
built in appliances that integrate seamlessly with your cabinets to
ingenious interior organizers, IKEA kitchens are designed to
maximize your space, increase efflciency and make food prep,
cookrng and clean up a breeze, IKEA makes it easy-and affordabl+-
to bring your vision to life with just the right amount of help you need
So this yea6 dream big knowing your resolution is within reach at IKEA.
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RATIONELL interior organizers turn chaotic drawers
and hard-to-reach corners into marvels of beauty and
efficiency, The state'of-the-art NUTID induction cooktops
heat up 600/o {aster than glass ceramic cooktops and are
up to 400/o more efficient than traditional cooktops,
They're kidJriendly too, because they only feel hot when
in contact with a pot or panl

Cabinets and cookware, sinks and spatulas, tKEA has everything to make
your kitchen "yours" under one roof, and at an affordable price, And with a free 25-year
limited warranty on IKEA kitchens, you'll also flnd peace of mind. Start plannrng your
dream kitchen today at planyourkitchen.com

The Llfe Improvement Store*
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horne solutiorrs

17 Turn vintage balusters into
handsome candlesticks; 10 uses
for sash chain; alternative deicers;
tips for tracking down bargain
remodeling supplies; and more

hclvrr-to pr'ojects
'*-J budget redo

Wood trim and paint turn
a homely hearth into a

handsome centerpiece

#9 paintideas
Five color combos that will spice
up any kitchen's personality

.1,: weekendremodel
Give your entryway a style boost
with a columned room divider

asl< tltis oltl house
ttg Q +A KeePkitchendrawer

fronts securely in place; the right
way to route a bathroom fan duct;
cool off a hot dimmer switch;
and more

(l: step-by-step
I nstall kitchen-cabinet
crown molding

q4 Norm'stricksof thetrade
Remove the stubborn masonry
nails that anchor sleepers to a
concrete slab

tlri TOHtested
Combination squares

8
11
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15

in erterlt issue
letter from This OId House
dieitalhighlights
readermail
checklist Easy ways to
improve your home right now

directory
save this oldhouse
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02012 CSC BRANDS LP

CATCHIN'
NEWYORKPIGSKIN,
VICTORCRUZLIKES

KICKIN'

AFTERABIG DAYOF

BUFFALO CHICKEN.

Big pieces of chicken and veggies
to feed an NFL size hungen

IT FTLLSYOU UP RIGHT.' wt @

It

OFFICIAL SOUP SPONSOR OF THE NFL
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Wishingusall
asafehaven

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The editor
hunkered down at home; floodwaters
inundating an ambulance; the National

Guard delivers supplies; a sailboat
beached down the block in Hoboken.

As I write this I'm thinking I've sort of told this story before. It was last

year, about Hurricane Irene. But Irene's roundhouse punch missed my
neighborhood and did its damage elsewhere. This time, Hurricane Sandy

swung from back on its heels and connected hard on the chin.
My family and I have built a little life for ourselves right across from

New York Citn in a square-mile community of 50,000 people called

Hoboken. Hoboken, New Jersey, is a rich patch of American soil: birth-
place of baseball, the nation's first brewery, the zipper, Frank Sinatra,

and dozens of other things that make life better. That includes the way its

shoreline shoulders the Hudson River as it flows by, and, in fact, it's where

Onthe Waterfrontwas filmed and where Marlon Brando, seeing it had all
been taken from him, croaked, "I coulda been a contender."

But no one, contender or champion, could have ducked

the punch that Sandy threw. That's true here in my communi-

ty, true a hundred miles south, a hundred miles east, and true

in some places where communities are now nothing more

than broken boards and muck. Sandy was a heavyweight.

As you read this, a few weeks after the storm, it's possible

a good measure of life will have returned to normal for some,

though certainly not all, of those affected; maybe fresh foods

and gasoline will be available, power and rail lines restored'

FEMA and the National Guard gone. But I'm not so sure.

Right now there is a 25-foot sailboat keeled over on its star-

board side on the sidewalk just a few blocks from my house.

The park my son once skinned his knees in has washed away,

replaced by a rat's nest of debris and uprooted trees. Neigh-

bors and their families in the south and west of town flooded

to the third story in a bathtub of 500 million gallons of Hud-

son River water and raw sewage. And, as I write this, five days

after Sandy's waves muscled over the river's bulkhead, with cold weather

now biting at people who fled with only the clothes on their backs, there

is no estimate for when most can expect the return of electricity and heat.

We somehow fared well at my house. We even kept power, though 90

percent of the town didn,t. I know people who have it so much worse-here

i, *y to*t; down at the Jersey Shore, where blocks of homes have disap-

peared beneath the sand; in Breezy Point in Queens, where more than a

hundred houses burned to the ground. And people died-no one I know,

but human beings with lives and families-that frightening night'

And so this thing has unnerved me, even scared me' beyond expecta-

tion. Sure, I've watched footage of the National Guard patrolling the

storm-ravaged streets before, I've seen rescues, recoveries, feeding sta-

tions, shelters, and people with hollow eyes walking numb' But all that

was on TV, not here, not at home'

During \rorld'War I, more than a million men in the American

8 THISOLDHOUSE.COM Januarv/February2013
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letter
Expeditionary Forces embarked from the Hoboken docks
for the trenches of Europe, chanting General Pershing's
slogan, "Heaven, Hell or Hoboken." The idea was that as

the doughboys left the soil of Europe, however they might
depart it, they'd be either going to their 6nal reward or
returning here and then onward to home. They certainly
couldn't have known, and my neighbors and I would
never have guessed, that separated in time and struck by
the balled fist of nature, those three very different places
could be the same place.

Lying in bed the night after the storm, while I tried to find
a way to fall asleep, my wife sensed my anxiousness. Like all
of you who readTOH,I thought I had made a sanctuary
for my family, this place, built on hope and swear and not
just a little money, that was meant to be always safe. That's
the common goal, for we TOHers, isn't it? That's why we
read this magazine and watch the TV shows and use the website-to help us
make a home for our families. But as my wife rurned to me, I told her I felt
not just off-balance but helpless in the face of the power of the storm, as if I
had failed us. I just want to have a place where you guys can be safe, I said
to her. And my wife responded, where can you go that you're always safe?

I want there to be an answer to her question-a point on the map, a
town name, a little somewhere with a solid fence and a sturdy foundation
and a snug, sheltering roof. But I know the answer is ..nowhere.,, you can
be cautious, you can take care to be safe, but there is nowhere that you
can always be safe.

And so you do what you can. You prepare, as I hope all of you have,
for whatever dangers you might one day face. And you act your best in
the aftermath. On the fust night, with our electricity hanging on, we gave
people the supplies we didn't need-batteries and matches and candles.
The next morning we ran extension cords out the front door to a table
where people could recharge cell phones and laptops. Others who kept
power did the same and offered coffee and breakfast, too. And now, when
Ifinishthis note, I'll do what I imagine so many TOHreaders would do in
a similar situation: I'll go downtown and stand in line to volunteer. There
are a lot of people in need, just as nervous, just as scared as I am. There
always are, and because there are, the best that we can do is put out a hand.
You never know when you'll need one in return.

{ frorn l-tris OId llouse }

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: A resident
gets a lift across a flooded street;
volunteers deliver ready-to-eat
meals and distribute water and
food in stricken areas post-Sandy.

This Old House has a long history of supporting
disaster relief and other charitable organizations.
We include a list of organizations below whose
contributions will help those affected by the
Sandy crisis, but we encourage you to give to the
charity of your choice whenever you are able.

AMERICAN REDCROSS HABITAT FOR HUMANIW
SANDY DISASTER RELIEF habitat.org
redcross.orgllplsandy

K.r.D.S. (KtDS
IN DISTRESSED
SITUATIONS)
kidsdonations.org

DIRECT RELIEF
INTERNATIONAL
directrelief.org

G,
AMERICARES
americares,org

REBUILDING TOGETHER
rebu i ldingtogether.org

You can find a list of nationalcharities at
thisoldhouse.com/give, and a larger list of vetted
organizations is available at charitynavigator.com.

E

SCOTT OM ELIANUK. ED TTOR
ScottO@thisoldh<iuse.com
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2OL3 Reader
Remodel Contest
Upload photos of your whole-house,
yard, kitchen, bath, or other room

makeover for a chance at $10,000 in

cash prizes and a 2013 GMC Sierra
pickup. Go to thisoldhouse.com,/
yourTOH for the entry form or to
see all the reader entries.

Bonus images
See six more great spaces from the

house featured on the cover-
plus other tablet exclusives-only in

the digital edition of lhrs O/d House

magazine. To get your copy, go to
thisoldhouse.com/tablet

TABLETS

{ Jantra ry/Fet>rtlary 201:l f digital
thisoldhouse.com

READERREMODEL
CONTEST

Takegreat
contestphotos
+ Howto Take
Magazine-Worthy
Pictures of Your Home

+ Howto Snap
More Artful
Garden Photos

Go to
thisoldhouse
.com^/bonus

before

Our favorite
remodel
ot 20L2

Think you have what it

takes to nab a top prize in

our Reader Remodel

Contest? Check out the
house and family that won

last year's competition at

thisoldhouse.comlbonus
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readermall
Our October Z0l?cover kitchen, with its affordable
farmhouse style, proved to be a big hit with readers. We tell you
how to see more of it, and also share a tribute to a DlYer dad, a
(not so uncommon) complaint from a husband, and a reader
project with rustic shine.

: I

Budgetkitchenredo
I loue the farmhouse kitchen redo in
October 201.2lcover and page 1021

done by Macksi and Cody Warner.
Are there more pictures available of
the other side of the room? The origi-
nal kitchen size looks similar to mine,
with the dining room on the other
side, and I would like to see the result
of opening the two rooms.

-LINDSAY FREY, BY E.MAIL

The editors replyz Lindsay, we loue
that kitcben too! The dining room
side appeared in Nouember/Decem-
ber 20L2's Get Tbis Look for Less,

and you can find more photos of
the remodel on the'Warners' blog,
mul b er ry h illfann. w e e b ly. c om.

Familylnspiration
After reading editor Scott Omelia-
nuk's October 201,2 letter, "True
DIY Grit" lpage 9),I would like to
offer him my heartfelt sympathy for
the loss of his grandma, Olive. His
letter really resonated with me. My
husband and I moved to the country
three years ago to get back a little of
thatDlY attitude. My inspiration and
hero was my dad, who passed away
last December. Not a day goes by

without noticing something that he

taught me to do or built for me, like
the four beautiful raised garden beds

that I grew way too many tomatoes
in this summer.

I wish everyone had an Olive in
their life.

-CHRISTY ADAMS. BY E-N/AIL

Toomuchof agoodthing
Does this fall under the category of a
complaint? I subscribed toTbis Old
House about a year ago. I really like
the magazine and all the tips. Unfor-
tunatelS my wife has also become
interested in reading it. Your maga-
zine is quickly becoming a "honey-
do" list for me! She actually looks
forward to each issue and now wants
to know when I am going to start her
first project. Not good! Help! Please,

either send TommS Roger, Norm,
and Richard or back off with all the
tips, tricks, and project ideas.

-RON OLSON. NEW BRIGHTON, MINN.

Correction
.t ln "The TOH Top 1OO" (November./
December 2012, page 81), the name
ofthe manufacturer ofthe Pop-up

ClogFree Drain on page 84 should

have been PF Waterworks, not PJ.

Our apologies for the error.

r.dI
n 'tra"r' I

Perfect barn light
MARJEAN AND DON KRECH, MIDDLEBURG, PA.

March 2OI2's Salvage Style, "Use a Bam Pulley to Make a Wall-
Mount Light Fixture," inspired us. [Find it atthisoldhouse.com/
bonus.l Three years after a kitchen remodel, we still had an empty
hole waiting for a sconce. We live in a renovated barn, so when I saw
your pulley-light project, I knew that it was exactly what I was looking
for! My husband made the backing with boards from a dismantled
fence, used a pulley and bracket we already had, and found new
cloth-covered wire online. Thank you so much for the inspiration.

howto
reach

us

The editors: E-mail T0H_letters@
thisoldhouse.com or write to This 0ld
House magazine, 135 West 50th Street, New
York, NY 10020. r lnclude your full name,
address, and phone number. Published
letters are edited for clarity and length.
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l'm breathing betler,
so nowt I can be part oJ the piciure,

COPD? Ask your doctor about breathing better with ADVAIR9'
ADVAIR helps improve your lung fundion * you breathe better. Re;ulfs moy vory. Unlike mwt chronit obstructive

pulmonory diseose (COPD) medicotions, ADVAIR contoins both on onti-inflommotoryl ond o long-acting

bronchodilotor working together to help improve your lung function. ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 is opproved for
odults with CIPD, including chronic bronchitis, emphy:xmq or both. ADVAIR DISKUS is not for, ond should not be

used to treot, sudden, severe symptoms of COPD. ADVAIR won't reploce o rescue inholer. You should only toke

I inholotion of ADVA|Rtwke o doy. Higher doseswill notprovide odditionolbenefits. Askyour doctor obout ADVAIR.

lmportant Safety lnformation about ADVAIR DISKUS 25O/5O

r Do not use ADVAIR to treat sudden, severe slmptoms of asthma or C0PD. Always

have a rescue inhaler medicine with you to treat sudden symptoms.

r Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS if you have severe allergy to milk proteins. Ask your

doctor if you are not sure.

r Do not use ADVAIR more often than presrribed. Do not take ADVAIR with
other medicines that contain long-acting betq-agonists 6or any reason.

Tell your doctor about medicines you take and about all ofyour medical conditions.

r ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side e'ffeds, including:

r serious allergic readions. Call your heahhcare provider or get emergency

medical care if you get any of the following symptoms of a serious allergic

reaction: rash; hives; swelling of the face, mouth, and tongue; breathing problems.

o sudden breathing problems immediately after inhaling your nedicine.

r effects on heart: increased blood pressure; a fast and irregular heartbea! chest pain.

. effects on mrvous system: tremor; nervousness.

r reduced adrenal tuncion (may resuh in loss of energy).

r changes in blood (sugar, potassium, certah types of whita blood cells).

. weakened immunc system and a higher chance of inlections. You should

avoid exposureto chickenpox and measles, and, ifexposed, consult your healthcare

provider without delay. Worsening of uisting tuberculosis, fungal, bacterial, viral.

or parasitic infuctions, or ocular herpes simplex may occur.

ADVAIR 0lsl(Us'zso,uo
(flutimsnm Uwinmu 250 mcg atld sahetsll 50 mcu inhdatm rudeil

r lower bom mineral density. This may be a problem for peoph who already

harre a higher chance of lorv bone density [osteoporosisJ.

r ep pmblerm including glaucoma and cataracts. You should hare regular

eye exams while usinq ADVAIR.

r pneumonia. kople with COPD have a higher chance of getting pneumonia.

ADVAIR may increase the chance of getting pneumonia. Gll your doctor if
you notice any of the following symptoms: increase in mucus [sputum)
pmduction; change in mucus coloq fevtr; chills; increased cough; increaxd

breathing problems.

r Common side effects ol AOVAIR DlSl(US 250/50 for COPO inchde: thrush

in the mouth and throat, thmat irritation, hoarseness and voice changes. vinl
respiratory infuctions, headache, muscle and bone pain.

*Measred by a breathing test in pmple taking ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50. rcmpared with people

taking eitherfluti(asone propionate 250 mcg or salmeteml 50 mcA. Your results may vary.

tlt is not known how anti-inflammatorieswork in COPD.

tRestrictions apply. See ADVAlRtOPD.com for eligibility rules.

Please see Brief Summary oI lmportant Safety lnformation aboil
ADVAIR DISKUS on adjacem page.

You are encouraged to report negadve side efhcts oI presciption drugs to
the FIIA. Vlsit www.fda.goy/medwath, or call |€0GF0A-1088.

To get your first full prescription free ond to sove on

relillsi visit ADVAIRCOPD.coD or coll l-877-2OO-4673,

lf you don't h&e prescriFtion covsage
and canl alford your m6dicin6,

visit arxJc.\tadr
@claxosmittrxtine

or cal !:94!iE5EE9EU
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ADVAIR [ISI(US'
(fluticasone propionate and BRIEF

shlmeterol iniratition powder) SUMMARY

This summary does not take the place of talking to your

healthcare provider about your medical condition or
treatment. See full Prescribing lnformation for complete
product information.

What is the most inportant intormation I should
kn ow about N)VAI B D lS KUS?

ADVAIR DISKUS can causeserioussitie efftsb, induding:
1. People with asthma who take long-acting betar-

adrenergic agonist (LABA) medicines, such as
salmeterol (one 0rthe medicines in ADVAIR DISKUS),
have an increased risk ol death from asthma
problems. lt is not known whetherflLrticasone propionate,

the other medicine in ADVAIR DISKUS, reduces the risk
of death from asthma problems seen with salmeterol.

. Call your healthcare provider if breathing problems
worsen overtime while using ADVAIR DISKUS. You

may need different treatment.
. Get emergency medical care if:

- breathing problems worsen quickly and
- you use your rescue inhaler medicine, but it does not

relieve your breathing problems.

2. ADVAIR DISKUS should be used only if your healthcare
provider decides that your asthma is not well controlled
with a long{erm asthma control medicine, such as
inhaled corticosteroids.

3. When your asthma is well controlled, your healthcare
provider may tell you to stop taking ADVAIR DISKUS. Your

healthcare provider will decide if you can stop ADVAIH

DISKUS without loss of asthma control. Your healthcare
provider may prescribe a different asthma control
medicine for you, such as an inhaled corticosteroid.

4. Children and adolescents who take LABA medicines may

have an increased risk of being hospitalized for asthma
problems.

WhatisfiVAlRtNKllS?
r ADVAIR DISKUS combines an inhaled corticosteroid

medicine, fluticasone propionate (the same medicine
found in FLOVENT@), and a LABA medicine, salmeterol
(the same medicine found in SEBEVENT@).

- lnhaled corticosteroids help to decrease inflammation in

the lungs. lnflammation in the lungs can lead to asthma
symptoms.

- LABA medicines are used in people with asthma and

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (CoPD). LABA
medicines help the muscles around tp aimays in your

lungs stay relaxed to preventsymptoms, such as wheezing

and shorhes of breafi. These symptoms can happen

when the muscles around he ainruays tlghten, This makes

it hard to breahe. ln severe cases, wheezing can stop your

breathing and cause death if not treated right away.
r ADVAIR DISKUS is used for asthma and COPD as follows:

Asthma
ADVAIR DISKUS is used to control symptoms of asthma
and to prevent symptoms such as wheezing in adults and

children aged 4 years and older.

ADVAIR DISKUS contains salmeterol (the same medicine
found in SEREVENT). LABA medicines, such as salmeterol,

increase the risk of death from asthma problems.

ADVAIB DISKUS is not for adults and children with asthma
who are well controlled with an asthma control
medicine, such as a low to medium dose of an inhaled
corticosteroid medicine,

COPD

COPD is a chronic lung disease that includes chronic
bronchitis, emphysema, or both, ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50
is used long term, 2 times each day to help improve lung
function for better breathing in adults with C0PD.
ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 has been shown to decrease
the number of flare-ups and worsening of COPD

symptoms (exacerbations).

Who should not use ADUATR DtSKltS?

. if you have a severe allergy to milk proteins. Ask your

doctor if you are not sure.

Ulhat should I tell my healthcare provider before
using ADVAIB DISKUS?

Tell your healthcare provider about all of your health
conditions, including if you:
. have heart problems . have high blood pressure
. have seizures . have ftyroid problems
o havediabetes . have liverproblems
o have osteoporosis
. harre an immune system ploblem
o arc pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not

known if ADVAIR DISKUS may harm your unborn baby,
. are breastfeeding. lt is not known if ADVAIR DISKUS

passes into your milk and if it can harm your baby.
r are allergic t0 any of the ingredients in ADVAIR

DISKUS, any other medicines, or lood products
. are exposed to chickenpox or measles
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you

take including prescripti0n and non-prescription medicines,

vitamins, and herbal supplements. ADVAIR DISKUS and
certain other medicines may interact with each other.
This may cause serious side effects. Especially, tell your

healthcare provider if you take ritonavir. The anti-Hlv
medicines NORVIR@ (ritonavir capsules) Soft Gelatin,
N0RVIH (ritonavir oral solution), and KALETRA@ (lopinavir/

ritonavi0 Tablets contain ritonavir,

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list and show it
to your healthcare provider and pharmacist each time you
get a new medicine.

How do I usa ADUAIB DISKUS?

Do not use ADVAIR DISKUS unless your healthcare
provider has taught you and you understand everything.
Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you have

any questions.
o Children should use ADVAIR DISKUS with an adult's help,

as instructed by the child's heatthcare provider,

. Use ADVAIR DISKUS exactly as prescribed. Do not use
ADVAIR DISKUS more often han prescribed, ADVAIR

DISKUS comes in 3 strengths. Your healthcare provider

has prescribed the one that is best for your condition.
o The usual dosage of ADVAIR DISKUS is 1 inhalation

2 times each day (morning and evening). The 2 doses

should be about 12 hours apart. Rinse your mouth with
water after using ADVAIR DISKUS.

. lf you take more ADVAIR DISKUS than your doctor has
prescribed, get medical help right away if you have any

unusual symptoms, such as worsening shortness of
breath, chest pain, increased heart rate, or shakiness.

o If you miss a dose of ADVAIR DISKUS, just skip that dose.

Take your next dose at your usual time. Do not take
2 doses at one time.

. D0 not use a spacer device with ADVAIR DISKUS.
o Do not breathe into ADVAIB DISKUS.
. Whileyou are usingADVA|R DISKUS 2timeseach day,

do not use other medicines that contain a LABA for
any reason. Askyour healthcare provider or pharmacist if

any of your other medicines are LABA medicines,
. Do not stop using ADVAIR DISKUS or other asthma

medicines unless told to do so byyour healthcare provider

because your symptoms might getworse. Your healthcare
provider will change your medicines as needed.

o ADVAIR DISKUS does not relieve sudden symptoms.
Always have a rescue inhaler medicine with you to treat
sudden symptoms. lf you do not have an inhaled, short-
acting bronchodilator, call your healthcare provider to
have one prescribed for you.

Call you healthcare provider or get nedical care
dght away it

o your breathing problems worsen with ADVAIR DISKUS
. you need to use your rescue inhaler medicine more often

than usual
o your rescue inhaler medicine does not work as well foryou

at relieving symptoms
DonotuseADVAlRDlSKUS: I oyouneedtouse4ormoreinhalationsofyourrescue ; the company that makes ADVAIR DISKUS (toll free)
. to treat sudden, severe symptoms of asthma or CoPD, ; inhaler medicine for 2 or more days in a row i at 1-888-825-5249 or at www.advair.com.

GlaxoSmithKline
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
ADD:7MG

ADVAIR DISKUS, DISKUS, FLOVENT, and SEREVENT aTe

registered trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline. Norvir and
Kaletra are registered trademarks of Abbott Laboratories.January 20 1 1

. you use 1 whole canister 0f your rescue inhaler medicine
in 8 weeK' time

o your peakflow meter results decrease. Your healthcare
provider will tell you the numbers that are right for you.

. you have asmma and your symptoms do not improve after
using ADVAIB DISKUS regularly for 1 week

tlfrd, m ttn @ dde M udtt NIINB INNB?
o ADVAIR DISKUS can cause serious side effects,

including:
o See "What is he most important information I should

know about ADVAIR DISKUS?'
o sedous allergic reactions. Call your healhcare provider

or get emergency medical care if you get any of the
following symptoms of a serious allergic reaction:
- rash
- hives
- swelling of the face, mouth, and tongue
- breathing problems

o sLdden Ueahing problems immediately after inhaling
purnrcdkt'ne

. effects on heart
- increased blood pressure

- a last and inegular heartbeat
- chest pain

. effects on nervous system
- tremor
- nervousness

. redu@d drenal function (may rcsult in loss of energy)

. changes in blood (sugar, potassium, certain types ol
white blood cells)

. weakened immune system and a higher chance of
infections

.lower bone mineral density. This may be a problem

for people who already have a higher chance of low bone
density (osteoporosis).

. eye problems including glaucoma and cataracb. You

should have regula qre exams while using ADVAIR DISKUS.

. slowed glowm in children. A child's growth should be

ctecked often.
o pneumonia. People with C0PD have a higher chance

of getting pneumonia. ADVAIR DISKUS may increase
the chance of getting pneumonia. Call your healthcare
prwider if you notice any of the lollowing symptoms:
- increase in mucus $putum) production

- change in mucus color
- fever
- chills
- increased cough
- increased breathing problems

Common side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS include:

Asfima: C0PD:
. upper respiratory tract o thrush in the mouth and
infection throat

. throat irritation . throat irritation
r hoarseness and voice o hoarseness and voice
changes changes

o thrush in the mouth and o viral respiratory infections

throat . headache
. bronchitis . mus6le and b6ne pain
. cough
. headache
o nausea and vomiting

ln children with asthma, infections in the ear, nose, and
throat are common.

Tell your healthcare prwider about any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

These are not all the slde effects with ADVAIR DISKUS. Ask
your heatthcare provider or pharmacist for more information.

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You
may report side effects to the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for additional
information about ADVAIB DISKUS. You can also contact

@2012 The GlaxoSmithKline Group of Companies
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

AD5799R0 July 2012



{ Jarr uary/Fr::bruary 201.3 } CheCkliSt

M Clear snow off
trees and shrubs
White-blanketed greenery may
be easy on the eyes, but you can't
leave it looking this way after a
heavy storm;too much buildup
can cause branches to break.
Prevent damage by brushing away
snow with a broom, sweeping
gently to avoid harming fine
branch ends. lf a branch starts to
snap off, use a handsaw to remove
it just beyond the outside edge
of the branch collar-the bulge
of bark from which the branch
grows-as a clean cut will heal
better than a ragged tear.

tr Stockpile f ireplace ashes for you r yard
Don't letthis potassium- and calcium-rich by-product of cordwood fires go

to waste. Let ashes cool, then scoop them up. Sprinkle on a compost pile for
a nutrientboost, or save in a sealed container to add to tomato seedlings and
other calcium-lovingplants when you put them in the groundthis spring.

i' l'01{'i
', l'lP ,,'

fl Prevent
iced-over
garage
doors
Snowthatgets
wedged beneath
a garage door' ' , can keep it
from closing

fully, causing a frigid draft or, worse,
freezing the door shut. Road salt is
corrosive, so opt for a noncaustic
deicer (see page 2O) and a square
garden edger to push away snow and
slush buildup. Spritz the bottom of
the door with cooking-oil spray to
keep the cold stuff from resticking.

Enter our
contest!
Make it your first

resolution of 2013, and put
yourself in the running for a
chance to win cash and a brand-
newGMC Sierra pickup by
entering our sixth annual Reader
Remodel Contest. Even if you
don't snag a prize, your entry
may still be featured in our July
2013 issue. Our editors'tips for
submitting a standout project:
1_ Take photos that are well lit, in
focus, and free of clutter.
2_ Tell us the story of your
remodel, including those
funny, touching, and, yes,

embarrassing anecdotes.
3_ Enter in multiple categories.
We wantto see all you've got,
not just whole-house redos.
For more info and to enter, visit
thisoldhouse.com,/yourTOH.

E What's
on vour
ch6cklist?

tr Take inventory of valuables
Update your homeowners' insurance
records-and relive the joyofthe holidays-
by documenting gifts and pricey items. Save

receipts and snap a photo ofeach possession,

then write down its
name,make,model
number, and value.
Storetwo copies of
these records-one
at home andone
off-site, such as in
a safe-depositbox.
Betteryet, scan and
save digital copies
on a file-storage site,
Iike evernote.com.

install a lcu'rnolt'lielrts in nrr'

attic lielLle pr.rltirrg au-lv lhe
Chr:istrras boxes. uhile n e

have rttont to tttr-tt c itt'otutd."

-\htre.ssa Kk-rpas.
Auburn, Ala.

E-mail us your ideas at
checklist@thisoldhouse.com.
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... We c;ut out the middle*an!

That's right! We deal directly with the mills so we can offer the best prices-guaranteed. Better yet, we have

hundreds of top quality floors with the industry's longest warranties, and flooring experts that just can't be beat.

Haven't you done enough for that middleman over the years?
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10 USES DEEP-FREEZE FIXES MONEY-SAVERS MORE

)
J
)

With their elaborate turnings and srriking
height, vintage wood balusters-long parted from
the staircases they adorned-make for stately can-
dleholders set up on a hearth. Just as elegant is how
little the project can cost: We found our spindles at
a salvage yardfor $4 and $5 apiece. The shapely
holders, evocative of classic candlesticks cast in
bronze and iron, are also simple to make. !7ith just

a couple of quick cuts, a drilled-out hole, and a coat
of polyurethane (which will also encapsulate any
residual lead paint), the balusters are ready to
mount on a base ofstacked4x4 and6x6 post caps
(a few bucks at home stores), stained to match. See

thisoldhouse.com/bonus for the how-to.
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'l Organizeyour
Iworkshop.
Fasten a length of chain
to the wall and insert
small S-hooks into the
links. From these, hang

items such as hand

tools, door keys, and

bungee cords.

alDecorate a
Zhmpshade.
Trim out a plain shade,

top and bottom, with
handsome steel links.

') Weighdown
r)billowinel
curtains.
Slide lengths into the
bottom hems of the
panels to keep them
from blowing around.

10 USES

Tiltahigh
mirroraway

fromthe wall.
Try this in a vaulted-
ceiling foyer or to give

kids a better view in a

bathroom. Fasten 6-inch
pieces of chain to the
frame's top corners.
Slip the chain ends onto
hooks anchored in studs;
add a picture railalong
the frame's lower edge

to prop it in place.

Sashchain

(;

This old-window upgrade can be rigged for
a range of other home needs. Hang on to these
ideas for when you have remnants on hand

t3

t '&

q

-lGetcablesout
/ oftheway.
To avoid tangles behind
the TV, open and flatten
links. then mold with
pliers to form arch-
shaped brackets
(below);trap coaxial

cable beneath the
arches against the wall,

and secure with flat-
head brads.

l&.

lookvintage.
Whip the surface with a
chain or scratch it with
a balled-up handful.

Make new
furnihrre

Hanga
frame.

*Builda
bootscraper.
Screw rows of twisted
chain to a board on
wedges. Put it by the
door for de-mucking
muddyboots. -A.R.

9
'n Tether a
trash-canlid.
Linkthe top of the
garbage canto a
handle so that it
never goes missing.

Get creative with wall

art. Screw the ends of a

long chain to a frame's
top corners, and

suspend it by the
resulting inverted V.

WHAT'SYOUR
SOLUTION?
Your clever uses for an
everyday idea could bring
you glory in our upcoming
reader-created issue. Msit
thisoldhouse.com/bonus
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:' Suspend a kitchen herb planter.
Using C-shaped sash-chain hooks, attach four
equal pieces to the handles of a colander. Line
j.t with landscape fabrrc. hang from a ceiling
hook, and plant your fave flavorings.4
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INSTANT STYLE DEEP.FREEZE FIXES

I Wood-veneer
pendantlight

While common rock salt
(sodium chloride) rs the
active ingredient in most
low-priced ice melt, its use
can be costly: lt leaches
into soil and waterways,
corrodes concrete and
metal, and poses a health
risk to animals. To find a
better choice, depending
on where you need to use it,

look past bold-print claims
on deicer packaging and let
the contents do the talking.

_CODYCALAMAIO

To safeguardgardens
Look for: N/agnesium or
calcium chlorid e and/ or urea

Why: While all chlorides are
salts, magnesium and calcium
won't harm yards like sodium
can. Urea is also in fertilizers-
good for plants in small doses.

Product picks: Safe Step Mag
Chloride 8300 earned
Environmental Protection
Agency recognition for
ingredients that pose a low risk
to the environment ($10;
nasalt.com). WinterGreen is

made of urea pellets coated in
ice-melting calcium chloride
($34; ossian.com).

To protect pavement
Look for: Potassium acetate,
or corn and sugar-beet extracts

Why: Potassium acetate
won't corrode paving (though
it may make bare areas slick
if overapplied). Plant-based
extracts act as corrosion
inhibitors to deicing chlorides.

Product picks: Potassium
acetate-based liquid lceClear
($29; montereylawngarden
.com) and Bare Ground
Solution ($15; bareground
.com), with corn extract,
can prevent ice or be used
later to melt it.

A plain shade goes ftom humdrum
to handsome when wrapped in
lightwerght wood grain. Veneer sheets,
like the rotary-cut ash here, are sold at
woodworker supply stores for ftnishing
furniture (about $35 for a 2-by-8-foot
piece). You'Il also need a socket cord
and an inexpensive l2-inch drum
shade to fashion the flxture. With a
utility kniJe or very sharp scissors,
cut the sheet veneer to frt the shade's
height and circumference, adding
an extra inch to the latter for overlap.
Use a handheld steamer or steam iron
to soften the stiff wood before molding
it to the cylildrical shade, then
hot-glue and clamp in place. Finish it
offwith a contrasting trim of ad-tresive-
backedveneer edging (we used
walnut), assembie the f,xture, andwire
it up above a table or in a hallway. -R.R.

To keep pets healthy
Look for: Propylene glycol

Why: An additive that absorbs
water to melt ice, it's nontoxic
if ingested and won't irritate
skin. But use sparingly; in
runoff , it can lower oxygen
levels in waterways, potentially
harming aquatic life.

Product picks: Safe Paw
lce Melter deices and curbs
refreezing for up to three days
($25; safepaw.com). Safe-
T-Pet combines propylene
glycol and urea for a pet-safe
mix that's kinder to plants,
too ($12; mortonsalt.com).

l

Nicer
deicers
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Payroll doesn't have to be so frustroting.
Unless you like the extrofiber in your diet.

o o Poyroll stressing you out? Stort using Intuito' Poyroll ond moke it eosy

on yourself. With o few clicks you con poy employees ond file tqx

forms. lust enter employee hours ond Intuit Poyroll outomoticolly
colculotes everything else. And, if you need it, there's live expert

support. Soving you time ond pencils every month.

rnTurT
Poyroll

Leorn more of Poyroll.comQuickBooks
From the mqker of

Online Demo 30-Doy FREE Triol Live Support
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Here's howto save big on
your next DIY project

We all want to keep more cash in our wallet,
especially when making big-ticket upgrades,
such as f inishing the basement or installing
new kitchen appliances. So for tips on
scoring bargains-beyond the usual coupon,
promo-code, and credit-card deals-we
canvassed insiders, such as contractors,
designers, and retailers, as well as thrifty
homeowners. Keep readingfortheir penny-
wise ways to save on everything from
drywall to dishwashers. -CATHYGARRARD

Sholr rrr<lnr-antl-pop
lndependents typically have more control
over discounts because chains often can't
go lower than a set corporate sale price.
Ken Eilers. co-owner of Borderland
Hardware in Mercedes, Texas, says the
best way to get a reduction on pricey power
tools, for example, is to ask the person at
the top, such as the store manager or the
owner. "lt shows that you're serious
about purchasing something." ln most
cases, it's reasonable to request 10 to 15

percent off, says Eilers. Just remember, a

successful negotiation starts with a

respectf ul conversation.

Get a ptrckage detrl
For suites of kitchen appliances and
bathroom fixtures, consider doing all
your shopping at one place rather than
piecemealfrom various retailers, even if
their prices are lower. By bundling your
purchases, you instantly become a big f ish
says Allan Schuster, sales manager at
Gringer and Sons, an appliance dealer
in New York City. "With a larger order,
we not only guarantee a lower price, we
may also include free delivery or an
extended service plan. I've even given
away microwave ovens-whatever it
takes to close a deal," he says.

IIit the back roonr
We all know that scratch-and-dent appliances
are cheaper. But the same goes for furniture,
including sofas and dining sets, and rugs at
many big-box and independent stores-and
there's a good chance the blemish won't be
visible or that it can be easily repaired. "The

products in our as-is department mainly
come from room displays, so you can f ind just
about anything in the store," says IKEA's
Janice Simonsen. "Discounted furniture
consistently comes in and out." Other stores

may have an area dedicated to returns, such
as custom curtains that didn't meet a
customer's expectations, or new items that
can't go back on the sales floor because they
are missing their original packaging.
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Payless
for redo
supplies

Score new at reuse centers
More than repositories for used items, these
not-for-prof it house-part recycl ing centers
also sell new items, such as kitchen cabinets
and bathroom sinks. Here's how it works:
Builders and designers donate job-site



surplus in exchange for a tax deduction.
Some showrooms even donate display
models. The centers then sell to the general
public at a cut rate. For the best selection,
check your calendar. "People don't do a

lot of renovations between mid-November
and the end of December, so inventory piles
up," says Steve Feldman, founder of Green
Demolitions. a reuse center in Fairf ield, New
Jersey. From May to October, when renos
are in f ull swing, there's a higher turnover.
That time of year, it pays to visit frequently
if you need somethingspecific.

By mapping out a big DIY project from
beginning to end, you can save by buying
allyour materials at the outset. lf you're
f inishing the basement, for example, that
might mean picking out paint before
you've hung drywall. Planning and bulk
buying are what give contractors the upper
hand at the home center. "You can go
through the pro desk for the entire order
and get as much as 20 percent off," says
contractor Brian Siegrist, owner of Siegrist
Construction in Overland Park. Kansas.
You don't even have to pick up all your
materials at the time of purchase.

Do sorne ertl'a lcg\'ork
Even if you've already decided where to buy
supplies, gain bargaining power by
researching the going rates for the same
stuff elsewhere before you commit. "When
we were renovating our kitchen, I priced
out cabinets at all the big stores, then I

talked to my builder, who said he could
make exactly what we wanted but out of
higher quality materials and for less money,
says homeowner Bari Nan Rothchild of
Park City, Utah. At a minimum, you can
typically get a price match.

lluck the trencls
The prices of f inish materials-tile, carpet,
fabric, or wallpaper-are subject to f lavor-of-
the-moment fads. " l often see stacks of tiles
that are beautiful, but they're on sale for
cheap because there's been a shift in color
trends," says Mark Clement, a Philadelphia
contractor and host of the MyFx ltUpLte
radio show. "But if thetile is an earthytone or
the wallpaper has a simple pattern, it will still
be a solid choice." Neon brights and oversize
prints, on the other hand, don't always stand
the test of time and can look dated.

Off'er to do 1'oul'o\\tr asst rrrhlr-
lf you are willing to put in a little sweat equity,
you can often get a discount on items that
are typically sold assembled, such as
outdoor furniture, fountains, grills, and lawn
equipment. "lf I have an assembled mower
on the f loor, I may give you $20 off if you'll
take one from a box in the back that I haven't
put together yet, " says Borderland
Hardware's Ken Eilers.

:\ct llKe a pIO
Often all it takes for a DlYer to get 10 to
20 percent off supplies, including lighting
and draperies, is a simple request for a

trade discount. Typically reserved for
contractors and designers with credentials,
such as a professional license or a resale tax
lD number, it's often extended to valued
customers. Or if you've worked with a pro
before, ask if you can use his business
information. "l have clients with small
painting projects that they want to do on their
own, and ltellthem to use my name at the

local paint store, and the clerk will give them
my discount," says Siegrist. "lt's a goodwill
gesture that doesn't cost me a thing."

Negotiatc fbr leftovers
lf a homeowner nearby rs having work done,
ask if she'd sellyou any extra materials at a
discount when the job is done. This could
save her the hassle of making returns or
paying someone to dispose of the excess.
For smalljobs, like retiling a kitchen
backsplash, that last box of white subways
is likely all you need to spruce up your
space. Depending on the contract for the
job, it may be the pro, not the homeowner,
who owns the materials. ln this case,
f irst ask the homeowner if it's okay to
engage with her contractor so as not
to be an interloper. Once you get the
green light, start baking cookies. "lf it's
up to me, I might even give materials
for free," says Siegrist. "Lateron it could
come back as a benef it, since they may
call me for their next remodel project."
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Cats everywhere are having a hard time smelling their litter boxes.



From bare-bones to
cottage-charming

By DEBORAH BAIDWIN + Photogaphs by TRIA GIOVAN

When a space feels uncomfonable,
it's not always easy to pinpoint why.
To Peggy Sousa, owner of a 1,500-
square-foot shingled cottage in East
Hampton, New York, it seemed odd
that she didn't want to hang out in
her kitchen. Everything worked, and
a skylight provided plenry of light.
But meal prep was no fun. "I just
wanted something that was warmer
and cozieq" she says.

Enter architect Erica Brciberg
Smith, who quickly diagnosed the
problem. "The ceiling was one long
diagonal slope," she recalls. "It was
too severe and too tall." So Br<iberg
Smith kept the slope with the sky-
light but added a second one to cre-
ate a false gable that peaks in the
center of the room, yielding a shelter-
ing effect. A soaring 15-foot range-
hood duct highlights the room's new
symmetry and injects a bit of drama,
too. The relaxed setting, finished
with vintage-look cabinets and a
soft palette, is now Peggy's favorite
place to entertain. " When you have a
kitchen this beautiful, it motivates
you to cook more," she says. "I've
made some amazing meals here!"

iletore White
laminate cabinets

and countertops
had a sterile look.

afler Sunny
painted cabinets

and a warm wood
island give the
kitchen a more
traditional feel.

Painted cabinets:
Smith River Kitchens
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before+after:
kitchen
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a after
The island, a piece that homeowner Peggy
Sousa had in storage while awaiting her dream

kitchen redo, reflects her love of antiques.

3_Installeda
,; trio of windows

,i overthesinkto
,' give the kitchen a

,i morewelcoming
' look along with a

better view and
more natural light.

The 117-square-foot open
kitchen lacked warmth.

range

d/w

Adding a foot to the sink wall
created more counter space.
Centering the range on the back
wall draws attention to the now-
symmetrical vaulted ceiling.

pantrybumpout',
but with a new

one, to make the
fridge flush.

before .

open to opento
livingroom diningarea

fridge

pantry

opento
Iivingroom

open to
diningarea

range

-----o

,4_Extended
' the sink-wall
cabinets and
countertop 12

inches toward the
dining area to
create better
proportions and a

landing spot for
platters and plates.

ala
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f_Rebuittttre,
wAllwithouttheold \,

2_Replacedthe ---
two-tier island
and its unventilated

rangewith a
furniture-style piece,

and moved the range
tothe backwall.
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r The snug
worktriangle
locates fridge and
pantry provisions
within easy reach
of prep space and
the range. Range:
Wolf. Refrigerator:
Sub-Zero

.C

i
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. Wine cubbies tap a sliver of space
between the built-in microwave and the

vintage-look glass-f ront cabinets.

-

Traditional frnishes
include the marble work

surface, beadboard
backsplash, white apron

sink, and bronze-finished
bridgefaucet. Slnk:

Waterworks. Faucet: Rohl.
Windows: Andersen
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t A custom spice rack hangs
on the inside of a cabinet door near
the range; the shelves are recessed
to create a perfect fit.

SHAREYOUR
REMODEL
Enteryour kitchen
or bath redo in our
ReaderRemodel
Contest for a
chancetowina
new pickupand
cash, Post entries
atthisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98

homeownertip
PEGGYSOUSA,
EAST HAMPTON, N.Y.

"lnstalling
beadboard
above a small
backsplash of
countertop
materialadds
a warm look
and saves on
tile work."
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ENTER
FOR A

CHANCE
TOWIN

COMPLETE ENTRY FORM
AND RULES AT:

thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH

MARCH 18,2013

ord

READER
REMODEL
CONTEST

Imlt2OL3 lrhlr
$1O,OOO* and
azOl3GMC Sierra

IFF-'.-

We're looking for your
best KITCHEI',{, BATHROOM,
BEDROOM,YARD, and
WHOLE-HOUSE REMODELS

-and more
\&

See yourself in the
JULY ISSUE of Thts Old House

PLUS, SHARE
> your stories > your money-savingtips

> your advice > your ideas

* IN CASH PRIZES

DEADLINE:

-tl-=lEME
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRAOE

SPONSORED BY
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before+after:
bath

AddipgJight,
nowindowsneeded
.,\clarli.ttitrr()\\r,tlii'idcrl-in-tu'oblrthgets:rbri,qhtncssboostrritlra nt()r'roqtt,ntlt;or'ltllrn
i t r t d s r t o t h i n g p tr l c t i n i s h e s By MEGAN BAKER + photoeraphs by MARK LoHtvrAN

a
The guest bath is often at the bot-
tom of the homeowner's redo list.
But not for Oceanside, California,
residents Larry and Dona Burns,
whose windowless guest washroom
was weighed down by dark fixtures
and a doorway segregating the
shower and toilet from the vanity
and linen closet. To keep their com-
pany more comfortable, the couple
enlisted designer Beth Bynon, who
carved the dividing-wall doorway
into a dramatic arch framing a glass
shower enclosure for an uninter-
rupted front-to-back sight line.
She swapped the bulky vanity for
a 1920s-style pedestal sink, and the
dark floor tile for white hexes. She

also eliminated the linen closet just
inside the main doorway, allowing
direct access to the guest-bedroom
closet. A bathroom hutch houses
towels and toiletries; wainscoting
and crown molding complete the
classic look.

"It used to be like a tomb in
therer" Larry says. "But now it's nice
and open. It's the difference between
night and day."

bei-ore With no
windows, the broken-up
bath lacked light and air.
afcei Awidearchway
that terminates into a
sidewall opens up the
space. A large mirrored
medicine cabinet and
white fixtures add to the
bright, clean look. Paint
(walls): Ralph Lauren's
Nigerian Peony
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White hex tile
gains definition
from gray grout,
which highlights
its classic shape.
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before+after:

. A wide pedestal sink reepsthe
bath feeling airy while providing deck space

fortoiletries. The mirrored medicine cabinet
reflects light from a pair of vintage-look sconces.

Sink, faucet, and medicine cabinet: For Town by
Michael S. Smlth. Sconces: Restoration Hardware

\
,

.

l1
:

2 Removeda
linen closet to

allow access to the
guest bedroom closet

via a pocket door,
and added a built-in

hutch for storage.

toguest
bedroom

+ The built-in
hutch features
shelves for bathing
essentials and four
drawers for guests'
belongings. Seeded-
glass doors lighten
the look of the ceiling-
high cabinet.

'1" Onyxtile creates
a graphic, clean-lined
border along the floor.
Floortile: EMS

3 Reptacedthe
tub/showerwittr
a glass-enclosed tiled
shower stall, and
swapped a bulky vanity
for a sleek pedestal sink.

4-Widenedthe
narrowdoorway
by 1O inches to
accommodate double
doors for a more
gracious entry.

-

{

c
i

..{o

+ Vintage
glass pulls
echo the black
tile border on

the floor.

. after
While the footprint stayed the same, a more open layout'
built-in storage, an airy pedestalsink, and a frameless-
glass shower wall create a feeling of spaciousness'

proadvice
BETH BYNON, INTERIOR DESIGNER,

OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA
ffi

arch
lo--L--

-built-in
hutch

SHAREYOUR
REMODEL
Enter your kitchen
or bath redo in our
ReaderRemodel
Contest for a
chance to win a
newpickupand
cash. Post entries
at thisoldhouse
.com/yourT0H
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f Carvedoutan
EIICh to open up an

existing dividing wall
and doorway that

cut the bath in two.
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Window air conditioning units are noisy, drafty and
unsightly. And installing conventional air duct
systems in old houses often requires carving up
closets and walls at great expense and disruption.I

I
/lttoisy window A/C keeps you from hearing the TV
y'tose valuable closet space to ductwork

ff $ZO,OOO quotes for central air give you sticker shock
y'Oon't pay to coolor heat rooms you don't use

7 Oust and dirt during installation for a week or more
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i Fujitsu mini-splits are today's most advanced. form of heating and air conditioning. One unit
can power up to 8 indoor units simultaneously
Systems are quick and easy to install
y' Wnisper quiet operation
y' Comfort only the spaces you use

!{ Cost effective alternative to central air
Lowers utility bill up to 50%.
Quick, professional installation in as litfle as a day J
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Qglnfort your house the easy way.
Visit www.consta ntcomfort. com l'lalcyon 7

Heating and Cooling Your Old Houset
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-Savings 
may vary based on modelselected, hours of openalir:n and geograSrkal

location. Example given based on 2&SEER system vercus 1&SEER system.
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FrogTape@ is the only painter's tape treated with PaintBlock@ Technology.

PaintBlock forms a micro-barrier that seals the edges of the tape,

preventing paint bleed. Visit FrogTape.com to see PaintBlock in action,

get painting tips and more!
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shopping

Standout stools
These eye-catching and space-saving pub classics provide style and
an easy on-and-off perch at a countertop eating area, a homework station,
even your Own basement bar By AMyRoBERTs . photogaphs by LrsA SHrN

Usedfor centuriesropack in pa-
trons at ye olde wateringhole, back-
less stools are equally handy in a

kitchen for keeping family close at
the breakfast bar or as casual, con-
venient seating in any other room in
the house. Where and how you use

a stool is rypically dicrated by its
height: 24 inches for enjoying a cup
of coffee at a counter, 30 for pulling
up to a raised bar, and 18 for paying
bills at a sir-down desk. Sorne stools
are adjustable rvirh a telescoping
seat that lers you crank 'em up or
do'"r,n depending on the height of rl-re
surface . Frorn tl.re rnvriad srools in
the nrrrrkctplilcc, \\re selected these
l -5 clistinctive irnd versrrtile one s. Irr

u,ootl or rnetal. u'ith brieht Paint or
e clrrssic shal'rr {sorne heve lrorh ll,
\'or.l'rc sllrc to lirrcl rr slot,l tt, fit r orrr-

nee(ls. pcr'\()lr.rl stvlc, rrntl u lille r.

clean-lined swiveler-
CRATE & BARREL

Height: 24" (shown) or 3O';
Made of: Brushed aluminum

Highlight: The seat turns
smoothly on ball bearings.
$1OO; crateandbarrel.com

HOil/E DECoRAT0RS CoLLECTIoN I

24'(shown) or 30"
Painted birch and caning

The bentwood frame
is a riff on an 185Os Thonet caf6

seat, in a fresh sky blue. $129;
homedecorators.com

,bistrochic
,i zrn nouE

,,' Heighl: 28" only
,' Madeof: Painted iron

Hightight: Modeled after a
mid-century French bistro
stool, it has a weathered red
finish. $195; zinhome.com

G

,.
I

/
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shopping

Patterned after
stools used in art
studios, factories,
andrestaurants,
these shapely

steel or iron seats
are built to last.

f i,i.i:..i:ld Ii::t"li "
BAI.I.ARI] D[SIGNS

:. ' ,. 26" to 30"
' Steel and

mango wood
. lt's a replica of a

19O0s drafting stool with a

rough-hewn seat. $149;
ba lla rddes igns.com

petite plvoter
CAROLINACHAIR..

AND TABLE

Height: 19%" to 27%"
Made of: Painted iron

Highlight: At its lowest
height, this adjustable

draftsman-style stool can
double as a desk or dining
chair. $89; overstock.com

soda-fCIuntain favorite
ALSTON QUALITY INOUSTRITS

Heighl.:30" only
Mada ol: Chrome-plated steel
and vinyl upholstery
H ighlight: ltrs got a fun, vintage
vibe and a cushioned seatthat
swivels. $9O: Eracioushorne.com

'! .,.:: j .... -... i1:
r :.r . ,: i I !'1 ,'-:-..: !: 1

,,' :':r=.l'i -: I.,i i.,l
,, I-YON

L8,22",24,
26", or 30" (shown)

' Painted steel
Styled after

an artist's perch, this
welded blue stool weighs
just 12 pounds. $258 for
two: wayfair.com

:
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t WHAT DOYOU

WANTUSTO
SHOP FOR
NEXT?
We'llcoverthe most
requested topic in
July's reader-
created issue. Post
your suggestions at
thisoldhouse.com/
bonus

_t

l I
I'1

I

seat
WISTERIA

Height: 24" (shown) or 30"
Made of: lron and unfinished oak
Highlight: A contoured seat and a

footrest make this stool surprisingly
comfy. $149; wisteria.com

'. sturdydesign
WISTERIA

Height: 247z" to 30"
Made sf: lron
Highlight: The telescoping seat
has a built-in pin that prevents it
from rising too high and becoming
unstable. $179; wisteria.com

lliYoOFF
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{
COASTAL TIVIN]G BY

STANLEY FURNITUR[
25" or 31" (shown)

Painted poplar
Shapelylegsand

a curved saddle seat give
this stool cottage-style

appeal. $399; wayf air.com

'i.;;' 't

,countrycharmer
,i rcprrunrv

?lF For comfort at a countertop bar,
space stools 24 inches apart to provide

elbow room. StooL:swith suriveling seats
need 26 to 30 inches for knee clearance.

.-- ---sirnplesaddie
PIER l IMPORTS
:-: .. r',: 24rr(shown) or3O"
:r::;r' :' Stained rubberwood
: ..' , ::'ltsrichwoodtone
and tailored shape work with a
varietlr of decorating schemes.
$80: pierl.com

Whether palnted
or stalned, with
sleekmodern

Ilnes or tradltional
turnings, these
stools have a
warmand

laid-backfeel.
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Height 24" (shown) or3O"
Made of: Painted
rubberwood and rush
Highlight: A woven seat
adds a rustic touch and
extra padding. $9O;
jcpenney.com
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vivid i
minimalist

WEST ELM
Height: 26" or 3O"

(shown)
[{ade of: Painted solid
and engineered wood
Highlight: A red linish

and gentle curves take IF,EA

25" 1o29"
Painted birch

Widely
splayed legs provide
firm footing for this

height-adjustable
stool. $40; ikea.com

7

t

'- trim and timeless
PLOW&HEARTH
Heighi:3O" only
Made ai: Painted pine
H ighlight: The clear-fi nished
seat on this green ladder-sided
stool swiyels foreasy access.
$50; plowhearth.com I

EXCLUSIVE
TOH DISCOTJNT!

t5%oFF



shop
smarter

So canlkeep my
favorite frying pan?

Induction'"".X11il;'J;?:l,i'l;';lH?,1;:;l:lH,i$J;#J:H5iiJlr*,ll*'1,:"'r*:m

I
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GEPHP96036-inch
.. inductioncooktoo&-

Thinkofltasthe culinaryO t
of a smartphone. Once you've tapped
on a high-powered ioduction unit and
watched it fire up so fast that there's
notimetochop an onion, who'sgoing
bm(to slow-poke electric or unruly
gas? Ufihg magnetic coils to lreat the
pan, not the saves

energy and precious

the burner stays cool, thereb
in the kitchen and fewer burnt spills-
and fingertips. With prices starting at
about $1,000, induction cooktops are
moving from cult to mass-markct sta-

tus. Still, thcy take getting used to. For
one, you'll probably nced new cook-
warc. Read on to learn what to look
at bcforc you leap.

J.-...
Checkthewattage
andyourfirsebox

2

7
r\t

&

The more watts, the more speed. Look
for a super burner: One that draws

3,700 watts can boil 6 quarts of water
5% minutes faster than a 17,000-Btu
gas burner. A super burner typically

borrows power from another burner.
Plan for a dedicated 24o-volt circuit. ."e s

The shinier the glass, the more likely it
is to show imperfections, so choose a
patterned or textured finish. Glass can
crack; read the warranty's fine print
and wield heavy pots with care" You'll
need a special nonabrasive cleaner and
a dedicated scrubber to avoid scratches.

lf you already have a countertop
cutout, make sure the new unit
is a perfect fit. with sufficient
space below to allow air to

(the magnetsget hot).
to sit flush

,

Assess your pots and pans
You'll need flat-bottom cookware with

enough iron to hold a magnet-some stainless
steel qualifies. Make sure you have at least

one burner that's as big as ygur biggest pan;
induction works fine when the pan is

smaller, but not the other way around.

Fiddlewiththe

.-.r'1]1,"

6*ge-
e

$
.:'**

:t
They should be intuitive, with a large of settings,

as touch pads lack the infinitevariability:oftnobs. A
lock feature is handy in case a child-or a wandering
cat-inadvertently flicks on the power under a pan.

Enter your kitchen or bath redo in our
Reader Remodel Contest for a chance
to win a new pickup and cash. Post
entries at thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH



Very high triglycerides is o medicol
term for something serious.

TOO AAUCH FAT IN YOUR BLOOD
Ask your doctor shout on FDA-opproved medicotion mode from omego-3 fish oil

L0VAZA@ (omego-3-ocid eftyl e$ersl

lf you hove high chole$erol, diobetes or ore overweight, you moy olso be of risk

for very high triglycerides (>500 mg/dl), which is o serious medicolcondition.

LOVAZA is on FDA-opproved medicotion for treoting very high triglycerides thott

mode from omego-3 fish oil. LOVAZA, olong with diet, hos been dinkolly proven

to lower very high triglycerides in odults. lndividuol results moy vory. lt is not

known if L0VAZA prevents you from hoving o heorl ottock or stroke. L0VAZA is

only ovoiloble by prescription. You con't get it ot o heolth food $ore. So if you

think you might hove very high triglyceridet tolk to your doctor obout getting your

triglyceride levels fe$ed ond osk obout LOVAZA.

LOVAZA is o prescription medicine used olong with o low fot ond low cholesterol

dietto lowervery high trlglyceride (fot) levels in odults.

Ioke L0VAZA copsules whole.

Ioke L0VAZA exoctly os your doctor tells you to toke it

IMP()RTANT SATTTY I 1.I F()RMAII ()}I :

Do not toke L0VAZA if you ore ollergic to omego-3-odd ethyl e$ers or ony ingredient in L0VAZA.

Tolk to your doctor obout ony current medicol conditions ond ony medicotions you ore toking, especiolly those thot moy increose your risk of bleeding.

Toke LOVAZA exoctly os your doctor tells you to toke it You should not toke more thon 4 copsules of L0VAZA eoch doy.

Your heolthcore provider should do blood tests to rheck your lriglyceride, bod chole$erol ond liver function levels whib you tok L0VAZA.

L0VAZA moy couse serious side effects induding inoeoses in:

. results of blood te$s to check your liver function (ALI ond ASD ond your bod cholesterol

leveh (LDL-C)

frequency of o heort rhythm problem (otriol fibrillotion or flutter) thot moy especiolly

hoppen in the first few months of toking LOVAZA if you oheody hove rhot problem.

Pleose see imporlont Potienl lnformolion on lhe nexl poge.
You ore encouroged to report negotive side effecB of prexription drugs to the FDA.

Visit www.fdo.govlmedwokh, or coll l'80&tDA-l 088.

LOVAZA
Ihemo$commonsideeffectsindudeburping,upserstomoch,ondchongeinsenseof rosre. 0ilig0A J ACtd glhyl eltnfS
Howsupplid:lgomcopsule 

For more informolion, visit LovAZA.rom or coll I-g77-L0vAZAl
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PATIEIIT II{FOBi]|ATIOil

tOvAZA' (ilve,zi)
(omoga13-acld o{fiyl

rstals) Capsulos

-

LOVAZA
tr!tr-k!id ltlfl !iltrr

Bead this Patient lnformation before you start

taking L0VAZA, and each time you get a refill.

There may be new information. This lnformation

does not take the place of talkrng with your doctor

about your medical condition or your treatment.

What is LOUAZA?

LOVAZA is a prescription medicine used along with

a low fat and low cholesterol diet to lower very high

triglyceride (fat) levels in adults,

It is not known if LOVAZA prevents you from having a

heart attack or stroke.

It is not known if LOVAZA is safe and effective in children.

t{ho should not take LoVAZA?

Do not take L0VAZA if you are allergic to omega-

3-acid ethyl esters or any of the ingredients in

LoVAZA. See the end of this leaflet for a complete

list of ingredients in LOVAZA.

Whal slDuld I isll my docbr bcturs
taking IOVAZA?

Bsforu yur take L0UAZA, bll your docbr it you:

o have diabetes.
o have a low thyroid problem (hyp0thyroidism).

. have a liver problem.

. have a pancreas problem.

o have a certain heart rhythm problem called atrial

fibrillation or flutter.
. are allergic to fish or shellfish. lt is not known if

people who are allergic to fish or shellfish are also

allergic to LoVAZA.
. are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. lt is not

known if LOVAZA will harm your unborn baby.

o are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. lt is not

known if L0VA71 passes into your breast milk.

You and your doctor should decide if you will take

LOVAZA or breastfeed.

Tell your doctor abod all tto medicines you

take, including prescription and non-prescription

medicine, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

L0VAZA can interact with certain other medicines

that you are taking. Using L0VAZA with medicines

that affect blood clotting (anticoagulants or blood

thinner$ may cause serious side effects.

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to

show your doctor and pharmacist when you get a

new medicine.

How should I take tovAZA?

o lske [QV[l[ sxactly as your doctor tells you to

take it.

o You should not take more than 4 capsules of

L0VAZA each day. Either take all 4 capsules at one

time, or 2 capsules two times a day.

. Do not change your dose or stop LOVAZA without

talking to your doctor.

o lslc I-QVAZA with or without food.

o l6ks I-QVAZA 66psules whole. Do not break, crush,

dissolve, or cha,, LoVAZA capsules before $vallowing.

lf you cannot swallow LoVAZA capsules whole, tell

your doctor. You may need a different medicine.

r Your doctor should start you on a low fat and

low cholesterol diet before giving you L0VAZA.

Stay on a low fat and low cholesterol diet while you

take L0VAZA.

. Your doctor should d0 blood tests to check your

triglyceride, bad cholesterol and liver function

levels while you take L0VAZA.

What ar€ tlle posslblo slde etlecb of LoVAZA?

L0VAZA may cause soridrs skh eilbcb, induding:
o increases in the results of blood tests used to

check your liver function (ALT and AST) and your

bad cholesterol Ievels (LDL-C) cholesterol.
o increases in the frequency of a heart rhythm

problem (atrial fibrillation or flutter) may especially

happen in the first few months of taking L0VAZA if
you already have that problem.

The most common side effects of L0VAZA include:

. burping
o upset stomach
. a change in your sense of taste

Talk to your doctor if you have a side effect that

bothers you or does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of LoVAZA.

fur more information, ask your doctor or pharmacist,

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects.

You may report side effects to FDA at 1 -800-FDA- l 088.

How should I store L0VAZA?

. Store LoVAZA at room temperature between 68'F
to 77'F (20'C to 25"C).

r Do not freeze LOVAZA.

. Safely throw away medicine that is out of date or

no longer needed.
. Keep LoVAZA and all medicines out of tte

reach ol children.

General iniormalion about the salc and
offfive uso of L0VAZA

Medicines are sometimes prescribed tor purposes

other than those listed in a Patient lnformation leaflet.

Do not use LoVAZA for a condition for which it was

not prescribed. Do not give L0VAZA to other people,

even if they have the same symptoms you have. lt

may harm them.

This Patient lnformation Leaflet summarizes the most

important Information about LOVAZA. lf you would

like more information, talk with your doctor. You can

ask your doctor or pharmacist for information about

LOVAZA that is written for health professionals.

For more information go to www.L0VAZA.com or call

1 -888-825-5249.

What are the ingredients in L0UAZA?

Active lngredient: omega-3-acid ethyl esters, mostly

EPA and DHA

lnactive Ingredients: alphatocopherol (in soybean oil),

gelatin, glycerol, purified water

This patient labeling has been approved by the U.S.

Food and Drug Administration.

Manufactured for GlaxoSmithKline by:

Catalent Pharma Solutions

St, Petersburg, FL 33716

Distrjbuted byi

Smart
ideasto
orgqi4e&

GlaxoSmithKline
GldosmithKline
Re$arch Triangle Pad(, NC 27709

02012, GlaxosmithKline, All rights reserved.

Auqust 2012

LVZ:6PlL

0201 2 TIe GldosmithKline Gmup of Companies

Alrights refwd. Hinted in t6A. L!2874F0 ocbber2012

maxrmlze

'. What's inside:
-r More than 250 inspiring

photos to help you get started

+ Bonus Step-by-Steps make
a dozen highlighted pro.iects
simple to understand and
do yourself

-r Trim tricks to create
functionality and beauty
for your built-ins

Available
todayat

Letg Buitd Something Together'

Andwhereverbooks
aresold

thisoldttouse.com/books
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Tune in this January and February as we travetto NewJersey,
Florida, Wyoming and lllinois to tackle an all-new host of homeowner
cha I lenges. For local listings, visit thisold h ou se.com / tvsch ed ule

r:

Watchtullfua$.ur€nteplsodesatthisoldhouse.com./watchasktoh



uirky COttage-style
ome offICE

Earthy florals, wood, and stone rningle with an industrial metal desk for an updated take
on an English farmhouse look. Here's howto re-create it on abudget nycnlmNBARrH

A home offi.ce should be functional, but not at the

expense of character-or even a little risk-taking. The

design of this workspace, for example, is traditional
English cottage style with a twist. It's where nature-
inspired wallpaper and 19th-century antiques, such
as a spindle-back armchair and a rustic pine chest,
take supporting roles to a scene-stealing mid-century
brushed-steel desk with an industrial edge.

"There's a quirky juxtaposition of styles and pe-

riods, but the harmonious colors and weathered fin-
ishes make it work," says Ros Byam Shaw, author of
Perfect English Farmbouse (Ryland Peters & Small),
which features this room. The contrasts continue with
accessories such as a graphic flat-weave rug, which en-

livens and warms up the limestone-paver floor. Keep
reading for ways to strike a similarly pleasing balance
in your home office.

vintage-look clock
Hang a stately timekeeper with

spade hands and oversize Roman
numerals that are easy to read

from a distance. $21; wayfair.com

distressed chest
Trade a nondescript filing cabinet
for a tall dresser to stow papers
and supplies. This one has a
weathered finish that resembles
the homeowner's antique pine
dresser. $179; walmart.com

nature-inspired wallpaper
This paper, with a bird-and-fern print,

echoes the pattern on the designer
version at right but for less than half the

price. $42 a roll; thibautdesign.com

40 THISOLDHOUSE.COM January./Februily 2013
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get this look
for less

storage boxes
Stash bills in decorative

containers to tidy up your
desk. Red linen box, $29:
bookbinders.com. Floral

paper box, $12;
paperpresentation.com
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spindle-back
armchair
The homeowner's was
an antiques-market find,
but this boxy American
Windsor chair has similar
lines. An embroidered
pillow makes it comfy.
Chair, $197; wayfair.com.
Pillow, $3O; pierl.com

mid-century steel desk
lnstead of paying $1,O00 or more for a
restored industrial-stlrle desk, get one in
used condition and fix it upyourself. We
found this beige one for $275 at Build lt
Green!, a reuse center in New York City.
Remove old paint with an eco stripper, such
as SoyGel. Then buff the bare steel to a soft
sheen with a random-orbit sander, and top
with clear polyurethane to prevent rust.

colorfulkiUm
Warm up a tile floor with

a patterned rug. This
hand-knotted wool version

has a bold geometric in
greens, tans, and reds.
$127; overstock.com i

floorlamp
Rather than relinquishing
space to a desk lamp, stand
a light beside your work
surface instead. The mica
shade on this one radiates a
soft glow that's easy on the
eyes. $5O; target.com

oval mirror
Reflective surfaces make a small

office seem spacious. This
of the wood-frame mirrorat left
lightweight resin surround, so it's a
cinch to hang. $30; kirklands.com

HAVEA STYLIZED ROOM?
Enteryour creative vision in our
Reader Remodel Contst for a chance
to win a new pickup and cash. Fost
entries at thisoldhouse.com./yourTOH

J

L

.:

t\

.! *
\;,

,:{

,.1

i::" I#EI, Jto

- 
-a,

{{
I -t

I tl

E ,

,A*

n
LI

'+<



budget
redo

Fireplace face-lift
for just $BZ

A blah brick hearth gets a cheery cottage-style refresher n ith some
clcver DIY rvooclwork elnd a high-contrast paint job syMEcaNearnR

the project tally
Removedthewoodstove; $0
painted the firebox, brick
border. and hearth with
black heat-resistant paint

they had on hand.

Createdaflatfaceforthe $33
new mantel by gluing up

sheets of lauan plywood.

Added mantel legs with $i0
1-by-4-inch MDFcutto
length and glued in place.

lvlade a top panel from $15

7a-inch poplar.

Filled allthe seams with $3
paintable caulk.

Helped the woodwork $13
pop with a coat of
white paint.

Boxed out the existing
mantel shelf with stock
pine lumber that
they distressed and

stained themselves
for a rustic look.

$13

totai

[ ]:efore ]

before Theflat,
gray-painted brick
surround and the
tiny mantelshelf
lacked both dimension
and proportion.
afEer Whitewood
trim brightensthe
fireplace, which is
accented by a rustic
mantelshelf; a
black-painted
firebox adds depth.

A fuepl,ace shor:ld steal the show in a living room, not drag it down. At Kevin and Layla Palmer's

1950s home, in Pratwille, Alabama, the gathering space's dreary gray fireplace was more homely

than homey. And once the room's knotty-pine walls got a much-needed coat of cream-colored

paint and the wall-to-wall carpet was pulled up to reveal warm oak floors, the fireplace became

even more of an eyesore. To turn it into a centerpiece, Kevin and Layla first opened it up by re-

moving the bulky woodstove. Though they never used the f,replace, they wanted to refurbish it
to code, so they painted the firebox and surrounding brick with black heat-resistant paint. Next

they built a mantel by gluing lauan plywood to the rest of the brick surface, creating legs with
1-inch-thick medium-density fiberboard (MDF) ripped 4 inches wide for stiles and rails. They

added thinnegt/t-inchpanel frames between the legs and, for extra dimension, glued a strip of
MDF above the fuebox and another one below the mantelshelf, then painted the whole assembly

white. A rusric new mantelshelf-inspired by old railroad ties----sits on top and was created by

boxing out the existing shelf with distressed, stained pine boards. "It just jumps off the wall,"
Kevin says of the new fireplace. "It was so drab before, but now it's the fust thing you see. " a

a-*

-

I

ooPIar sheet

ior toP Panet
$15

t:
t,
ts
E

t

$87

SHAREYOUR REMODEL
Enter your budget redo in our Reader
Remodel Contest for a chance towin
a new pickup and cash. Post entries
at thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH

42 THISOLDHOUSE.COM Januarv/Februilv2013 FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 98
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Special offers, dealer locators and the
inside scoop on this year's freshest ideas
for your home. >>
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Performance, Convenience, Durability, Safety.
ROEOREEI POWER CORD SYSTEM BY GREAT STUFF, INC.

The RoboReel Power Cord System has it all. One touch and the cord
winds in automatically! A motorized, two-speed retractor slows

the cord to a docking speed that eliminates whipping action and
prevents injury and damage. The heavy-duty (12-gauge) SO-foot

cord is lead-free. lt won't "corkscrew'i comes with three outlets, and

is replaceable if damaged.

Additional benefits include:
. An emergency power-shutoff

. Redundant thermostats to prevent overheating

. lt will not rewind while in use

. lt will stop rewinding if obstructed

. The portable model operates f reestanding or can be mounted to
a bench, table, or wall

. The ceiling-mount model has a patented self-leveling technology
that allows it to be hung at any angle

. The docking distance can be set to accommodate any location and

changed as often as needed

All designed to make your life a little easier-and backed by a

four-year or 4,000-wind warranty!

BUY lT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/toploO-roboreel

E ASKO

The Dishwasher
That Dries Plastic!
D5894 DISHWASHER BY

ASKO

No more hand-drying your
plastic sippy cups and
plastic dishes when they
come out of the dish-
washer! ASKO's D5894
dishwasher has two fans
that will do allthe work for
you. lt's the best drying
system in the industry!
askousa.com

FIND !T NOW: thisold-
house.comltoploO-asko

Steam Cleaning-
lnside and Out.
MUTTTFORCE PRO SS-25
BY HAAN

The HAAN Multiforce Pro
SS-25 is the first-of-its-kind
steam cleaner with high
velocity CR-Motion Technol-
ogy that creates a scrubbing
motion, ideal for indoor and
outdoor use. lt has Smart
Steam Technology with
variable settings to adapt
to any mess. lt's a great

chemical-free way to clean
your house! haanusa.com

BUY lT NOW: thisold-
house.com/toplOO-haan

HAAN.

GET $25 off with
coupon code NOVTOHSS2S

hg Areat 1tuff, lnc.

@

ExpERtExcE STEAM. DtscovER cLEAr."
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Upgrade with Ease.
U]{IVERSAL IUB & SHOTVER
BY PFISTER

Universal Tub & Shower allows
you to make stylish upgrades to
your outdated. worn-out tub
and shower faucets without
having to replace the valves or
piping behind your walls. With
simple step-by-step instructions,
install the Universal Tub
& Shower in under an hour.
This innovative upgrade kit is
designed to fit eight commonly
installed valves from PfisterrM,
Delta@ and Moen@', and is avail-
able in a variety of styles and
finishes. UniversalTub & Shower
helps save time and money.
pfiste rfaucets.com

FIND lT NOW: thisoldhouse.
comltoplOO-pfister

Great Looking Backsplash-Without the Grout.
ASPECTII PEELAND STICK IIETAL BACKSP!.ASH TILEi EYACP

Create an exciting, contemporary space with Aspect peel-and-stick
tiles. Aspect brings the radiant look of metalto life in an affordable,
DIY alternative to custom stainless installations. These backsplashes
are easy to install-just peel, stick and enjoy. Tiles are available in four
colors and five fashionable styles. aspectideas.com

PfisrER BUY lT NOW: thisoldhouse.coml
toploO-aspect

ASPECT
metal'"

peel & dick meGl ril6

I

The World's Toughest Hardwood Floor.
PERFORMANCE P1USII BY ARMSTROI{G

Performance PlusrM is perfect for active households, our acrylic-
infused hardwood is up to 2.5x times harder than regular wood and
resists scratches dents and dings, keeping your floor looking newer
longer. From trendsetting to traditional, choose the design that suits
your style.

FIND lT NOW thisoldhouse.com./toploO-perfplus

Designed for Comfortable Living.
AITERNAII BYARMSTRONG

AlternarM premium tile frooring is the innovatrve arternative to naturar
stone and ceramic tile. Like stone and ceramic, rt is incredibly beautiful
and durable, But a comfortable surface makes it warmer to the touch,
kinder to your feet, and easy to care for in any room of your home.

FIND lT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/toplOO-alterna

I

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Special offers, dealer locators and the,inside scoop on this year's
freshestideasforyourhome.].'..:l'.-:.:,:'....,.
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You and Your Home-Connected at the Hip.

lRtsil BY [owE s
lrisrM is the self-monitoring smart-home system that makes it easy

to keep an eye on things at home-allthrough your smartphone'

Choose from three kits and get the basic monitoring service FREE.

Learn more at select Lowe's stores, at lowes-com/lris, or call

855-469-lRlS (4747)

FIND tT NOW: thisoldhouse'com/toplOO-iris

tfls

SLATE FINISH BY GE

Ready to move on from stainless steel appliances? Meet a matte gray

finish that looks metallic without the surgical feel. lt hides fingerprints,
and it partners smartly with wood cabinets-and allyour old appliances.

For more information visit, ge.com/appliances

FIND lT NOW: thisoldhouse.com./toplOO-ge

Unmatched 5-in-1
FuelProtection.

BY BRIGGS & STRAITON

Briggs & Stratton Advanced

Formula Fuel Treatment &
Stabilizer protects gasoline-
powered engines from
damage caused by ethanol-
blended fuels. This complete
5-in-1 protection stabilizes
fuel for up three years-one
year longer than other fuel
treatments. The right fuel
treatment from the small

engine experts. Learn more at
bri ggsandstratton.com

BUY lT NOW: thisoldhouse.
comltoplOO-Sinl

O2O12Lowe'sCompanieslnc.Allrightsreserved Lowe's'thegabledesign'lrisandthelris
logo are trademarks oI LF LLC.
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freshest ideas for you
BEST NEW HOME

PRODUCTS

Traditional Look.
Modern Technology.
TRUE BY HEAT & GLO

The Heat & Glo TRUE
gas fireplace is an innovative
blend of technology, design
and safety. The HD logs and
LED lighting create a fireside
experience so real your
neighbors may try to add
another log to the fire.
heatnglo.com

FIND lT NOW: thisoldhouse.
com,/toplOO-heatnglo

-I

The World's First Motion-Activated Screwdriver"
GYRO BYBI.ACK& DECKER

lntroducing the Gyro Screwdriver from Black & Decker. The variable
speed and direction is controlled completely by you. Twist your wrist
right to tighten and left to loosen. lt's that easy! ldeal for many light-
duty tasks around the house, the Gyro's compact design allows you
to get into those tight spaces. lt's powered by lithium ion technology
and holds a charge up to 18 months. For more information visit
bla c ka n dd ecke r.com /gy r o

FIND !T NOW: thisoldhouse.com/toplo0-ggno

No one builds a better fire

Faux lFt'ooct. Real Beauty.
CANYOITI R I DGE@ COLLECTIO}I ULTRA.GRAIiIO SERIES BY CLOPAY

These charming carriage house style doors mimic the look and feel
of natural wood, but they'll never rot, warp or crack. And the energy-
efficient, polyurethane-insulated core will keep your home feeling cozy
year-round. See more designs and colors at clopay.com

FIND lT NOW: thisoldhouse.com/topl0O-clopay

HEATOG,LO.

! Elopay"

fcsn6)Yscntwoeu6

Protect Against Costly
Water Damage.

CLICK SEALIT BY FI.UIDMASTER@

CLICK SEAL Faucet Connectors
provide homeowners with an
easy-to-install, reliable solution
to prevent common, costly leaks.
The Click Lets You Know lt's
Sea/edrM.

CLICK SEAL connectors are engi-
neered to intuitively tighten to the
ideal strength for the valve, locking
into place by twisting until it clicks.
Like a gas cap, they cannot be
over-tightened-and
no tools required! For more
information visit fluidmaster.com

FIND lT NOW: thisoldhouse.
com^/toplOO-f luidmaster

sAvE 9100
with online coupon

BIAGK&DEGKER

.@. Fluidmoster
America's Favorite Garage Doorsc

r *-l

R

f

o;.dEE! Iltr aqr'Z If
{EPt IIII tt\rl t r':l '

)

BIAGK&
IIEGKEB'

a1
t,

4?

o

\

n



See lVhat Delta Can D*"
DELTA TOUCHTOo TECHNOLOGY

Delta exists to provide better ways to experience water. This conviction goes beyond beautiful design to incorporate
thoughtful innovation that anticipates people's needs. Some of our technologies include TouchrO@ Technology faucets
that make life easier when your hands are messy and HrOkinetic'' showerheads that give you the feeling of more
water without using more water. Learn more at deltafaucet.com BUY lT NOW: thisoldhouse,com/toplOO-delta

SPECIALADVERTISING SECTION

THETOHlOI'TOO

Sometimes your hands

could use a hand.
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ToucH,o'TECHNoLoGY. TOUCH IT 0N, ToUCH IT oFF.

Touch anywhere on the spout or handle with your wrist or forearm to starl

and stop the flow of water. Another way that Delta' is more than just a faucet.

For more information, scm the QR code or visit deltafaucet.com/touchkitchen
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paint
ideas

Five no-fail
for colorful

palettes
kitchens

Drenching a cook space in color can be tricky, but that's no reason to hold back.
Here, five winning combos from our pros ByJrLLcoNNoRs

White cabinets and safe wall col-
ors? They're a no-brainer. Which is
why all your neighbors have them.
But with a little imagination and
our paint-color know-how, you can
mix it up in the kitchen to give it a

whole new mood; just think about
the feeling you're afteq from warm
and lively to calm and collected.

Ve like palettes with a strong
personality. They stand up well to
today's favored finishes, from stone
and butcher-block countertops to
stainless-steel appliances to gleam-
ing honey-colored or ebonized
floors. Got stained-wood cabinets
that you just can't cover? Simply
identify their predominant shade-
yellow, orange, red, brown-and as-

semble your palette around it. Read
on for color combos sure to nun any
cook space into something special.

1- Lively greens
Yellow-based greens feel sunny and
inviting. "With lots of crisp white
trim, apple and olive greens can be
really refreshing," says Kathryn
Precourt, an interior designer
based in Ashfield, Massachusetts.
Precourt notes that such greens
are popular today because they
evoke nature and the environment
and so have positive associations.
ln this high-ceilinged space, two
vibrant shades warm up stainless-
steel appliances while an abundance
of white-painted surfaces keeps
them from seeming too bright.
These high-voltage hues also add
energy to the room by ramping up
the available natural light.

SpanishOlive
GLIDDENGrannySmith

GLIDDEN
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Reftesh
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

Springtime
SHERWIN.WILLIAMS

2- Soothing vintage
blues and. greens
Soft, optimistic shades of blue and green

bringthe outdoors in and can make a kitchen
visually interesting in a subtler way than
higher-contrast two-color schemes. ln the
kitchen shown here, cheerful bands of green

and blue add pep to a compact workspace
and blend well with wood countertops and
floors that have warm amber and cherry
undertones. These casual, comforting colors
have an inherent versatility, says Dorienne
West Farzan, an architectural designer and
colorist in Newport, Rhode lsland, and can
be equally at home in a seaside setting or a

vintage cottage or amid retro furnishings.
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ItalianBlue
PRATT& LAMBERT

RedRhythm
PRATT& LA[/BERT

ReedYellow
PRATT& LAMBERT

3- BoId red, plus two more
The trick when using three paint colors is to balance
their intensity and keep nonpainted surfaces uniform,
says Seattle architect and interior designer Sheri
Newbold. Graduated saturations help make this
colorful scheme work: The energetic red is bright,
the blue is a midtone, and the yellow is a softer shade.
Uninterrupted stretches of sophisticated black
countertops, honey-colored flooring, and consistent
cabinet and window trim contribute to the room's
well-composed, orderly feeling. The repeating pattern
in the tile backsplash ties the three colors together.

o
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paintideas

Honeyuheat
BEN.JAMIN MOORE

Pennies
FromHeaven

BENJAMIN MOORE

4-Warmharvest hues
Foryears, kitchen designers have noticed how
beautifullythree colors borrowed from items
in the produce aisle-carrots, corn, and
peas-can create hearth-like warmth in a
cooking and gathering space. These colors
are especially effective in taking the chill
off stainless steel and in bringing out the
rich tones in wood floors or ceiling beams.
"Choose one of these hues if you have a small
kitchen and don't want to divide it up," says
Dogt Horn, a color consultant in the New York
City area. "Use two or all three if your kitchen
is larger." Carrots and corn flavor the kitchen
shown here, with only the slightest hint of
peas in the striped runners, which could easily
be amplified with more green accents.

Chinese
Porcelain

PPG PITTSBURGH PAINTS
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BlueBours
PPG PITTSBURGH PAINTS

5-Elegant
shades of blue
Rich, saturated shades of blue
have a time-honored, traditional
look and evoke Chinese
porcelain, says Josette Buisson,
a color forecaster who works
with PPG Pittsburgh Paints.
Buisson, who says she is seeing
more of these blues in living
rooms and kitchens, likes to
layer dark and midtone indigos
for an understated elegance
similar to the effect in the space
shown here. The blues on the
walls and cabinets are unified
by a blue-and-white tile mural
and extend an element of
formalityfrom the open dining
room into the cook space, an
effect that is reinforced by black
countertops and chairs and a

table painted navy blue. tl

SHAREYOUR
PAINT IDEAS
Enter your creative
paint project in our
Reader Remodel
Contest for a
chance to win a new
pickup and cash.
Post entries at
thisoldhouse
.com/yourT0H
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For a sneak peek,
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FROM THETOH TVJOB SITE

It may look period-perfect from
the outside, but the interior of the
current TOH TV project house, an
1887 Queen Anne in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, is getting a unique
look of its own from a completely
different era. Since so many of the
original decorative details inside the
house had been stripped away dur-
ing previous renovations, owners
Sally Peterson and John Stone de-
cided to convert its look to the
modern Scandinavian style, pio-
neered in the 1950s, that Sally had
admired for years. "Though I was
born in the U.S., my family is Swed-
ishr" she says. "I've beento Sweden

to visit extended familS and it's
where I became drawn to clean,
simple, functional design."

Among the many elements the
couple is incorporating from this
style is whitewashed woodwork, in-
cluding built-in cabinetry in the din-
ing and living areas, and wood ceil-
ings in the living room and pans of
the kitchen and master suite. "Clear-
stained or whitewashed wood sur-
faces are often used to add texn:re and
warmth to the simple white interiors

TOH
TV

Findingthe
right frnish
Staining interior woodwork is a process of trial and error, even for the This Old House TV project
pros. Here's howtheygot the looktheywere after-and howyou can get great results everytime
BYDEBORAH SNOONIAN + Photoslaphs by A}JTHONY TIEUII
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Ir { ll

I

I
1-F$

br LEFT: Painter Mauro Henrique shows fOH general contractor Tom Silva samples of whitewashed
wood that he prepared using various types of stains and clear finishes. lt took him a few tries, using
different products. to get the look that Sally and John wanted. ABOVE: Mauro sprays a clear finish
onto the whitewashed pine ceiling in the living room to protect the wood and the finish. "l do this
when other workers aren't here, so there's no construction dust flying around to interfere," he says.
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TOHTV

Howhe
didit
Like the look of the
wood ceiling? Try
lvlauro's technique

t Using 150-grit
sandpaper, Mauro
roughed up the pine's
surface to open its pores,
then wiped away sawdust
with a tack cloth.
2: Using a natural-bristle
brush, he applied a thin
layer of Zar oil-based stain
in Country White and let it
rest for 2 to 3 minutes so
that it could seep into the
wood's pores.
3: Working in the direction
of the grain, he wiped away
the unabsorbed stain with
a clean rag. After it dried,
he repeated Steps 2 and 3
to give the wood a whiter,
brighter look.
4: Usinga synthetic-
bristle brush, he applied
two coats of water-based
acrylic finish. (He used
a pro-grade product;
Minwax's Polycrylic
Protective Finish would
give similar results.)

common in Scandinavian design,"
says Dee Elms of Terrat Elms Design,

the project's interior designer.
Though the factory-built cabinetry
is being finished off-site using a

translucent, oil-based stain and
sealer, the ceilings and handrail are

being finished in place. So TOH gen-

eral contractor Tom Silva asked
painting contractor Mauro Hen-
rique to develop a match for the
whitewashed cabinetry finish that
Sally and John had approved.

Even experts like Mauro and
TOH master carpenter Norm Abram,
who has 30-plus years of woodwork-

ing and furnituremaking under his
tool belt, agree that staining wood
involves as much art as science.
"You've got lots of variables: the color
of the wood, its porosity and grain-
ing, the color of the stain, whether it's
oil- or water-basedr" says Norm. "It
takes patience to get all these ele-
ments lined up to your liking. "

Fortunately the first step-find-
ing the right wood for the built-ins,
ceilings, and handrail-was straight-
forward. Oak or birch are more com-
mon in Scandinavian design, but
here, southern yellow pine emerged
as the clear winner for both cost and

aesthetics. The pine is not a single
type of tree but rather a group of
species native to the southeastern
United States that are common and
easy to mill. It's a popular choice for
interior finishes in American homes,
says Dee, and Sally and John liked
its unique horizontal graining.

The couple asked Tom and Mauro
to highlight the grain and tone down
its yellowish cast. fumed with pieces

of whitewashed pine from the cabinet
manufacturer to match and unfin-
ished sample boards of his own, Mau-
ro got down to business. For his fust
experiment, he used a water-based
white transparent stain followed by

two coats of water-based poly-
urethane clear finish. Too dull,
came the verdict. "Water-based
stains aren't absorbed as readily
as oil-based onesr" says Mauro,
"so it's possible that the stain
sat on top of the wood and ob-
scured the grain too much, as a

paint would do."
He got better results when he

switched to an oil-based stain,
but he paired it with the same

water-based clear finish. "An
oil-based clear finish can give the
wood a slightly yellow tone,
which Sally and John didn't
wantr" says Mauro. Only after
crafting several samples with
more (and fewer) coats of stain
and finish did he finally perfect
the technique, imparting a sub-
tle milky-white color to the pine

that downplayed its yellow and
honey undertones and brought
the grain into sharp focus.

Now in place, the living
room's wood ceiling comes as an
unexpected touch that makes
this all-white room seem a bit
cozier and homier<ven unfur-
nished. "It took us a while to get

there, but it has just the effect
we'd hoped foq" says Sally.
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ADVERTISEIilENT

N PROJECT
OF THE WEEK

More
saving
doingl$orm'stoptips

for stainirie
interior wo-odwork
Follow these rules of thumb when
experimenting, and you'll achieve
a perfect f inish every time

HOWTO
INSTALL

A MANTELRemove hardware, such as knobs and
hinges, before starting. A stain might
change the color of the metal, and,
unlike paint, you can't just peel it
off when it's dry.

Make sure your workspace is well
ventilated and relativelydry. Hot,
humid days are not idealfor staining,
as the airborne moisture interferes
with drying. Use a fan or open a
window to keep air circulating: if the
weather's right, you can work outdoors.
When using oil-based products,
wear a respirator to avoid inhaling
harmful fumes.

Know how water-based and oil-based
stains differ. The right pick for your
project is largely a matter of preference
Water-based stains are low in odor,
clean up with soap and water, and dry a
lot faster, so if you're not careful, they
can leave lap marks or streaks from
application. Plus, you'll need to lightly
sand the wood between coats to knock
back the grain. Oil-based stains have a
longer working time, giving you more
control over the finished look, but they
release fumes and must be cleaned up
with solvents. Both types have to be
topped with a protective clear coat to
safeguard the wood and the finish.

Always test first. The same stain-and-
finish combo can look very different
when applied to woods of different
species and colors-and even to woods
that are prepped with sandpaper of
varying grits. "lt's a trial-and-error
process," says Norm. Test either in a
small, unobtrusive area of your project,
or make samples of the same species so
that you can try out different options side
by side. Use the same prep technique on
your project and your samples.

When in doubt, go lighter. Unlike paint,
you can't cover up a dark stain with a
light one. So if you're not sure if that
chocolate-brown tone is really your
thing, opt for a medium-brown one first.

Experiment with different application
methods-a bristle brush, a foam
brush, a sprayer, or even a rag. You
can swab on stain with strokes that are
parallel or perpendicular to the wood's
grain. lf using arag,you can use light or
heavy pressure, depending on how
much color you want the wood to
absorb. Which technique is best?
"Whatever method gives you the look
you want," says Norm. Keep notes on
the techniques you use when making
samples so that you can replicate the
results when doing the project.

Always wipe off unabsorbed stain in
the direction of the grain. Rubbing
against the wood's grain or in circles
could create uneven swirl marks or
blotches. And never let unabsorbed
stain dry on the wood, as it willjust
peel off once the solvent evaporates.

The longer stain sits on wood, the
deeper the finish will be. You can also
apply multiple coats of stain for the
same effect, as Mauro did. To get a
consistent look and color, use a timer to
make sure you're wiping off the excess
after the same interval for each area.

Use a stain and a finish with the same
solvent. Oil-based finishes don't adhere
to water-based stains if the moisture
hasn't fully evaporated from the latter.
Adding a water-based finish over an
oil-based stain can work if the products
are compatible, but it's better to leave
this technique to a pro. Err on the safe
side by choosing like solvents for both. r

A fireplace mantel is one of the best
ways to turn an ordinary living room
into an elegant and refined space.
Like an ornate frame around a pretty
picture, a mantelshould enhance
the fireplace while adding its own
style and interest to the room. lt also
can provide ample shelf space for
pictures, books, and candles.

Consider using a mantelthat comes
in a kit and locks together. To hang
it on the wall, you simply attach it
to a couple of screwed-on pieces
of lumber. The whole job takes less
than a day.

You'll find a huge selection of tools
to help with this or any home project
at The Home Depot nearest you.

For easy how-to instructions
and a list of the tools and

materials you'll need, go to
thisoldhouse.com/project
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weekend
remodel

Buildacolumned
roomdivider
Use MDF panels and wood molding to transform your entry
with a stately newbuilt-in BycoDycArAMAro + photoEraphsbyRyANBENyr

Cost: $150
Time: Two 8-hour days
DiIfi culty: Medium. Stacking
built boxes savestime, butyour
mitering skills must be sharp.

Noteveryhome is blessed with a grand entryway. If your
front door swings open directly into the living space, it can
make for rather abrupt arrivals. A columned room divider
creates an architecnrral feature that will gently redirect foot
traffic while providing extra storage for books oreven boots.
Follow along withThis Old House contributor Christopher
Beidel, owner of Pernt, a handmade-furniture company in
Brooklyn, New York, as he shows you how to construct a

partition that will look right at home in your place.
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weekendremodel

upper
blocking

-&
tlll

Day-to-day
timeline

---------solid
crown
molding

tools
tape measure
straightedge
clamps
circular saw
caulkgun
drill/driver
countersink bit
4-foot level
pneumatic brad nailer
and air compressor
combination square
mitersaw

materials
%-inch medium-density
fiberboard (MDF) Get three 4-by-
8-foot sheets for an 872-foot ceiling,
2x8 lumberto buildthe base

shims
solid crown molding to trim the
capital and the cabinettop
baseboard molding
Yz-inch and 3/+i nch qua rter-
round molding for the base cap
and shoe molding
l%-inch MDF screws to assemble
the boxes

2%-inch deck screws to install
the base and the blocking
lYr-inch brad nails
construction adhesive
wood filler and paintable caulk
primer and paint

capital
trim

SATURDAY Stack the cabinet
boxes and add the face frame
(Stepsl-4).

SUNDAY Buildthe column,
and cut and install the trim
(Steps 5-7). column

panel

lower blocking-

cabinet top -

ripped- -
%-inch stile

back panel - -

shelving box

filler panel

base panel

solid
_crown

- - molding

face frame

- 2x8 base

Vz-inch
base cap

baseboard

1. Build the boxes
A Cut the parts. The body of the cabinet is made up of three
identical boxes stacked on top of one another to form shelves.

Take your MDF stock, clamp a straightedge in place, and use

a circular saw to cut each piece according to the cut list at
thrsoldhouse.com/bonus. Also cut the four base pieces; we

used 2xBs to match the height ofthe existrng 1x8 baseboard.

B- Assemble the boxes. For each box, the top and bottom
capture the sides. Lay the bottom piece on a workbench, run
a bead of construction adhesive along the edge of one side
piece, then clamp it upright to form an L with the bottom.
Repeat on the other end. Tip the assembly so that you can

countersink pilot holes for 1%-inch MDF screws through the
bottom and rnto the edges of the sides. Drive the screws
and remove the clamps. Set the assembly upright. Apply
construction adhesive to the top edges ofthe stdes, and set
the top in place. Clamp it down at each side, countersink pilot

holes, and screw it in place, as shown.
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2. Install the base
A Level the base. Build the 2x8 base with 2%-inch
deck screws. Remove any existing baseboard
molding f rom the wall, place the base directly on
the f loor and against the wall, and shim it level.
Rest a 4-foot level diagonally across the corners,
as shown. to check for level.

B- Attach the base. Fasten the base to the floor by
toenailing deck screws through the exposed end of
the base and the shims, as shown. Screw through
the other end of the base and into the wall. Then
score the shims and snap them off.

Tip Slide the shims ftom the
inside of the base outward so
that the screws will catch the

meatier ends. This a lso makes it
easier to snap offthe exlrosed,

thinner ends of the shims.

3. Stack the layers
A Cap the base. Run a bead of construction adhesive along the top of the base and
cover it with a panel of MDF. countersink pilot holes and drive MDF screws through the
panelto secure it. Then, to account for the height of the 1x2 face-frame trim, add an
MDF f iller panel. Use scrap trim to inset it % inch from the f ront and the end; inset it
1% inches along the back edge to accommodate the back panel plus the trim. And to
allow for out-of-plumb walls, leave a Trinch gap at the wall end: it will be covered by
a face-f rame stile in Step 44. Secure the f iller panel with construction adhesive and
countersunk l\ilDF screws at each corner.

B- Stack the boxes. Apply construction adhesivec :[T:JilHl[::1'iili:ifi:J5]l;:'*
pneumatic brad nailer and 1%-inch brad nails.
Stack and fasten the next two boxes in the same
way. Shim the gap between the top box and the
wall, then drive at least one deck screw through
the box and shims and into a stud or an anchor.
Make sure the top box is level, then glue and nail
another filler panel on top.
C- Attach the back. Measure and cut an MDF
panel to cover the back of the stack and meet
the wall. Apply construction adhesive to the
back edges ofthe boxes, and clamp the panel
in place. Countersink pilot holes and secure the
panel with MDF screws.
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4. Finish
the cabinet
.4- lnstall the face frame. We ripped l%-inch
strips from leftover 3/a-inch MDF, but you could

also use 1x2 trim. Either way, measure and cut the

front and back stiles to length. lf necessary, scribe
and trim the wall-side stiles to follow the wall's
contour. For the outside stiles, use a scrap of
%-inch MDF to stand in for the abutting stile to be

installed in the next step, as shown. Glue and nail

the stiles in place; they should end up flush with
the inside edges ofthe shelves on the front.

B- Rip ttre end stiles. To make the trim end up the same width on both sides of the

corners where the stiles meet, rip two pieces % inch wide. Glue and nail them in place. as

shown. Now measure, cut, and installthe fourfront rails, four end rails, and two back rails.

C- tnstall the top. Measure and cut two additional panels of MDF sized to sit flush with
the face f rame. Glue and nail them in place. This last layer serves as your cabinet top and

as a nailing surface for the solid crown molding that goes on in Step 78.

5. Lay out the column

see ho\ry it's done

go to thisoldhouse.com/bonus

,4- lnstall the lower blocking. To f ind the location for the column's two lower nailing

blocks, subtract the width of a block from the width of the cabinet top, then divide the

result in half . Use a combination square to transfer this measurement to three sides of the

cabinet top, as shown. Glue and screw the blocks in place, one at a time.

B- Size the column. Measure the distance between the cabinet and your ceiling and cut

the four MDF column paneis to fit. Two should be the same width as the lower blocking,

and the other two 1% inches wtder to capture the edges oI the first two. Clamp the base

of one of the panels to the blocking, then clamp a 4-foot level to its face. Plumb the panei,

then mark where its inside face meets the ceiling, as shown.

B
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6. Install the column
d_ Mount the upper blocking. Run a line of construction
adhesive along the edge of an abutting column panel, and

loin it to the f irst to form a corner. Nail the joint together.
Clamp a level to the new piece and check both levels to
plumb the column assembly. Apply construction adhesive
to the block and position it into the L-shaped crook, then drill
pilot holes and screw it to the ceiling with deck screws. We
were lucky enough to catch a ceiling joist, but you may need
to use toggle bolts to fasten the block securely.
B- Assemble the column. Countersink pilot holes through
the tops of the column assembly and into the upper
blocking, then screw them in place with MDF screws. At the
bottom, tack the panels to the lower blocking with brad nails.
Then glue and secure the two remaining sides of the column
in the same fashion.

weekendremodel

7. Trim out the dlvider
A tnstall the capita!. To finish the top of the column. measure and cut the
capital pieces to f it. Use clamps to hold the longer pieces in place. to give you
something to butt the shorter pieces into. Glue and nail each piece in place.
B- lnstallthe crown. To trrm the top of the capital. measure one side, use a miter
saw to cut a piece of solid crown molding at 45 degrees on each end, and install
it with adhesive and brad nails. Continue measuring, cutting, and installing each
side as you go. To trim the cabinet top, measure its long edges and miter,cut

I
h

pieces of crown to fit-90 degrees at the wall

A and45degrees attheend. Glueand nailthem rn
t, place. Measure and miter-cut the end piece to

f it between the two mitered ends, then install it
with adhesive and brad nails.

C- lnstatl the baseboard molding. Follow the
same approach to install the baseboard: front
and back first, then the piece that's mitered on
both ends. Cut pieces to fit along the exposed
wall and install those. lnstall the base cap-
7z-inch quarter-round molding in this case-the
same way. Then cover any gaps along the
f loor by installing the %-inch shoe molding.
Finally, f ill the nail holes and caulk the joints
and seams, sand everything smooth, and
prime and paint the entire structure. I

I
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a former s tu de nt re ntal, fi nally
found its fixer in an avid D IYer
who brought back its charm,
building 5 2 kitchen cabtnets,
38 dovetaildrawers,
andmanywalls
ofbuilt-ins along
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OPPOSITE: ln
elements blend with updates.
The existing stainuay,
and box-beam
up with paint and the stair treads
refinished. New oak floors were

_ stained a dark Elglisfi-cheetnut. '-tHlS 
PAGE: The living room

fireplace got a new slate-tile
surround and wood mantel over
formerly built-up brick. Light
fixtures throughout the house are
Craftsman-style reproductions.
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or serial remodelers, the
"next one" always holds
the promise of being the

"[rggg 9119"-a chance to
learn from past mistakes, improve DIY
techniques, and reap the satisfaction of
a glorious end result. For Aaron Cover,
a \[eb designer who has renovated
seven houses in 1.3 years, the redo of
this 1916 Craftsman was definitely his

biggest undertaking to date. And de-
ciding to do all the cabinetry himself
nearly did him in.

It seemed like a good idea atthe time.
Vith four Dallas house renovations and

two San Diego, California, redos under
his belt, he set his sights on the two-
story stucco-and-shingle Craftsman
with its compelling location-directly
across the street from a golf course,

overlooking Balboa Park and, in the dis-

tance, the San Diego harbor. The house

was a hard-luck fixer-upper: Previous

owners had chopped up the layout in
order to rent rooms to college students.

Aaron saw the possibilities immedi-
ately, envisioning a house that combined

the authenticity of original architec-
tural details with newer open spaces

that suit today's lifestyle. He figured
that he already had most of the skills
and the tools for the work that was
needed. He could repair and refinish
the wainscoting and the boxed-beam
ceilings in the foyer, living room, and
dining room. And he could deconstruct

and remove the warren of small bed-
rooms and bathrooms thatthe previous

owners had created to rent out rooms.
Having done plenty of dle work on pre-

vious renovations, he could do the til-
ing that the new baths would require.
And he had mastered the art of low-
cost concrete countertops.

But the two things Aaron wanted
most would stretch his skills and his
budget: a big, airy kitchen with plenty
ofstorage, natural light, and traffic flow
for entertaining; and a second-floor
master suite with ample closet space

and a spa-like bath. A wild thought

ortginalopenplqn
All the trim, door and
window casings, wain-
scoting, and half-height
built-in bookcases-which
form partitions lrom foyer
to living room to dining
room-wer€ repaired and
refinished with white paint,
which adds to the fresh,
updated feel of the spaces.

t
.- .$

reqdyfor guesfs
To ease entertaining and

channel natural light between
the existing dining room and

the new kitchen. the
homeowner built a pass-

through where an exterior
wall once stood. Double

doorways are located where
two windows had been. The

kitchen side of the pass-
through holds a wet bar with

refrigerator drawers and
wine storage.

I
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Ha*

!e' goodosold
The 1915 Craftsman's facade
has its original cedar shingles,
which had been preserved under
aluminum siding, on the upper
story. The stucco covering the
first floor needed repair; the
street-level walls are new.

I

FLOORPIANS
The nearly 5OO square feet of living
space added in back is split between the
kitchen and the upstairs master suite,
which also has a full-width balcony.
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took hold: To compensate for the cost
of the two-story addition-a pro job
that in California would involve adher-
ing to earthquake code-he'd make all
the cabinetry himself.

"I'm not sure what I was thinking,"
Aaron says now, with a laugh. "But
with every house I remodeled, I saw
the price of semicustom kitchen cabi-
nets get 20 percent more expensive and
the quality get worse. So I thought, I
can do this."

Aaron created all his design draw-
ings for the floor plans and the cabinetry
in Adobe Illustrator, soffware he used

extensively in his Veb-design business;

he exported his drawings for the addi-
tion into CAD (computer-aided design)

software to send to a structural engi-
neer, who specified a steel beam in the

new kitchen ceiling to satisfy building
and earthquake code. For the addition's
foundation and framing, he hired con-
tractors. Then he rolled up his sleeves.

To start the cabinetry, he bought a

fig and a router, setting them up with
his old reliables-table saw, miter saw,

sanders-in a makeshift workshop
under a tent-pole cabana in the back-
yard. Relying on books and online tu-
torials, he went through "lots of trial
and error" to make the first full-inset
dovetail-drawer prototype. "I found out
then why people more often do over-
lay doors and drawers," Aaron says

now. "It's a lot easier!"
In retrospect, the sheer volume of

work was staggering: He crafted every
kitchen cabinet and drawer, including
lots of custom pullouts and appliance
garages and, later, all the bathroom
vanities, every master-closet organizer,
a media wall, and a full mudroom of
built-ins. Meanwhile, for nine months
his "kitchen" consisted of a refrigerator
in the dining room and a stove in the
middle of the new concrete slab.

On the plus side, Aaron estimates
he spent only $4,000 to $5,000 in cabi-
netry materials for the kitchen-birch
plywood for the boxes and drawers
and solid maple for the fronts. On the
minus side: "I had no idea how much

#

updated cook space Homeowner Aaron cover
relaxes-at last! in his new open and airy l5-by-2O-foot kitchen,
surrounded by proof of his DIY chops. He made every cabinet
and drawer, poured and installed the concrete counters
(OPPOSITE, LEFT); designed, cut, and laid the slate-tile floor
(OPPOSITE, RIGHT); and installed the subway-tile backsplash.
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"f wanted
o.big, open
kttchenwhere
frtends could
gether."

a
_AARONCOVE&

HOMEOWNER

I

4 E t

a

I exttthiswe! Base
cabinets in the mudroom
hold tilt-out recycling bins.
Handcrafted and installed by
the homeowner, the drawers
and random-pattern slate
floor cofttinue from the
adjacent kitchen.
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sanding there would be. My arm and
hand went numb some days," he says.

His image of the ideal kitchen-"a
classic white kitchen with dark coun-
tertops, a subway-tile backsplash,
and a slate fls91"-171,,4s taking shape
through sweat, grit, and sawdust.

Aaron then put another of his skills
to work making the concrete coun-
ters-pouring them into a plywood
mold and then turning them out like a

cake-a technique he had mastered in
previous renovations. "The key is hav-
ing a number of large, strong friends
who can help you turn the mold over
and carry the countertop into place,"
he says. He also installed the backsplash
and the floor---<utting 15-by-15-inch
slate tiles into a pattern he created us-
ing Illustrator. "I wanted a twist on the
traditional slate floor," he explains.

Turning his attention to other parts of
the house, Aaron worked to instill a new
Craftsman sensibility by restoring and
re-creating original details. One of the
tasks that he had been confident about
when he first saw the house, however,
turned into something of a nightmare.
After rebuilding the half-wall book-
cases between the living room and the
foyer, all the columns, and the sections

of wainscoting that had been damaged,
he set about refinishing them. "But ev-

ery stain I applied made the wood look
like tiger-striped plywood," he recalls.
"Even after sanding, an orange color
came out, no matter what I did." In the
end, he painted the half-wall dividers
and wainscoting off-white, which he

realized would help marry the new and
old wood and give the house a more
modern feeling. !7hen he found that the
box beams also didn't take stain well, he
painted them dark charcoal.

Wantto see even more of hardworking
homeowner Aaron Cover's house? Find
more photos exclusively in our tablet
edition. lt's free for subscribers. Learn
m o re at thi sold house.co m /tab let

reStful mAster Sutte About hatf of the l2-by-16'foot master
bedroom is new square footage in the two-story addition. The master
closet, with five-light frosted-glass pocket doors, is fitted with the first
test-run cabinets Aaron made for the house; he reckoned that any
mistakes wouldn't be on display in there.

tablet
exclusive!
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There were unexpected bonuses.
Although the first floor's existing oak
flooring, only % inch thick, could not
be salvaged due to termite and water
damage, Aaron was thrilled when the
second floor's %-inch-thick Douglas fir
flooring turned out to be in excellent
shape, thanks to years spent hidden
under carpeting.

Some remodeling decisions were
driven more by pragmatism than by
historical authenticity. In the living
room, he made the existing fireplace
more prominent by adding a layer of
slate to the surround and boxing out
the mantel with wood. An extra layer
of brick had already been added by
previous owners, and Aaron feared he
would pull the entire assembly off if he
tried to remove it. "Adding the slate
makes the fireplace a little grander and
in keeping with the proportions of the
room," he says. In the adjacent media
room, a living area thar had been added
in the 1940s, he camouflaged the back
of the fireplace chimney by fashioning
a wall of built-ins surrounding a wall-
mounted flat-screen television monitor.

The renovated Craftsman incorpo-
rates todayt technology in other ways,
as well. A new HVAC system-with
ductwork ingeniously positioned in
closet corners and wall cavities where
opportunities presented themselves-
ensures efficient heating and cooling,
and an array of 36 photovoltaic panels
was installed on the south-facing slope
of the gable roof. "l basically don't
have an electricity bill," says Aaron,
who is as happy about that bottom-line
benefit as he is about the overall look
and feel of the two-year-long remodel.
He is applying for historic status for
the house and, while he awaits the ver-
dict, is looking forward to celebrating
its centenary, in just three years. Says

the reformed-for now, an)'way-se-
rial renovator: "I'm here to stay." rl

SleekneW bAth timestonetite linesthe master-
bath walls and shower; quartzite tile covers the floor.
The homeowner installed all the tile himself and made
the vanity, medicine cabinets, and concrete counters.

FOR [,4ORE INFOR[,4ATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98
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low-cost
custom

ails
FROMDESIGNPROS'

OWNHOMES

They may po int their deep- pocketetl clients tor.vard
high-end fixtures and finishes, but most architects
and designers face the same real-rvorld budget
constraints as the rest of us. Hou, do they handle it?
By pu ttin g their creativity to wo rk u.ith everyday,
lou-cust materials. These special touches may
inspire sollle clever ideas tbrycllr o\\rn interior
By taura Fisher Kaiser
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I I' n' o
man113 roPe =
DRATAIER
KNOBS
SCOTT LEE AND ERIN MARTIN,
SAN FRANCISCO

Cost $25
HowTheyDidlt For his
e nergy-effrcient house,
archltect Scott Lee turned to
Iong-time collaborator Erin
Ivlartin to design the interiors.
As part of her economical and
green mandate, and to add a
hint of texture to this sleek,
neutral. bath, she ditched the
expected metal vanity puils in
favor ofknotted lengths of
%-inch manila rope, made
from durable natural frbers,
that she bought fiom a local
marine-supply store. Each
pull is threaded through a hole
inthe cabinet door or drawer
and held in place by overhand
knots on the front and back.
"Ifthe knots loosen, I use a
bit of epoxy to hold them
together;' Ivlartin says.'And
the rope stands up wellto
bathroom humidity, since it's
tough enough to be used in
oceanwater."
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wood brackets =
CABINET AND HOOD SUPPORTS

o
flooring =
WAINSCOTING

o
ROBERT KELLY, PIEDMONT, CALIF.

Cost $60
HowHeDidIt: CaI us flattered: Architect Robert Kelly saw a photo of a bracket-
supported range hood in a This OldHouse book on kitchens and decided to make
something similar. To frnd the perfect profile, he sketched designs at fullsize on
cardboard and taped them in place. The short brackets supporting the upper
cabinets are 2 inches thlck; to improve the proportions of the long ones flanking
the range, he beefed them up to 6 inches thlck. Then he used a jigsaw to cut them
out of plywood and Douglas fu, again using cardboard templates. "These brackets
take away the 'factory-built' look of upper cabinets that float on the walli' he
says. White paint for the brackets and cabinets ties allthe pieces together.

ERICA BRoBERG SMITH, EAST HAMPTON, N.Y.

Cost $0 in materials; $120 for lahor
HowSheDidIt: As she was renovatingher
home's fust floor, architect Erica Br6berg
Smlth couldn't bear to part with the leftover
wide-piank pine flooring she stjl.l had on
hand. So she turned it into wainscoting on
her eat-in kitchen's walls. For a more frnished
iook, her contractor routed a bead to frt
between the two horizontal boards and added
a simple baseboard andcap. Broberg Smith
still hasn't decided whether to paint or pickle
the wood, so in the meantime its natural look
goeswith just about anydecorative scheme
she dreams up for this space.

72 THTSOLDHOUSE.COM Janutry./February 2013
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V
sheathing =
\AIALTCOVERING
JOSEPH KENNARD, BOSTON

Cost $s0
How He Did It: Archltect Joseph
Kenna-rdwasn'tyet sure where he
wantedto mount items like wire
shelving or a light over the sinkwhen
he was renovatinghiskitchen, so he
needed a wall covering that was
stu-rdy and iaexlrensive and would
allow him to experiment. He opted for
oriented strand board, a sheathjng
product with a textured-Iookjng
surface that's made ftom wood chips
bound by adhesives. It's typically
used beneath frnished walls or floors,
hke plywood j.s. Usrng dnywall screws,
he mounted %-lnch-thick 4-by-8-foot
sheetsto the wallsbetrindhis sink
and cooktop. "The material
camouflages nail and screw ho1es, so I
can relocate things without having to
patch it upi'he says,
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RICK AND LIZ O'LEARY, CROTON FALLS, N.Y.

Cost$75
IlowlheyDidlt When building an island for their farmhouse-style kitchen, d.esigners
Rick and tiz o'Leary chose a countertop made of stock southern-yellow-pine stair
treadsfor severalreasons: Theywere wallet-ftiendly, available atthe localiumberyard,
and ideal for the room s aesthetlc. Plus, the prefab boards already had br:llaose edges
like many countertopsdo. Rickrippedthree 1xlz boardsto size, and.aneighbor who's a
reti:ed master carpenter cut grooves in the long sides, inserted splines to hotd the pieces
together, andedge-gluedthem. Rickthenboltedthe boardsacrossthegrain, uslng
tfueaded rods to keep them secu:ed. After plugging the bolt holes with dowels and.
smoothing t}re surface with an orbital sander, T .i z sealed the wood with food-grade
mineraloil "we e:qpectthewoodtomove abitnaturallyandtoshowwear and.tear,"
Rick sa:n, "but we're going for an aged look here, not something sleek and new.',
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plywood subfloor =
CUSTOM-PAINTED FLOOR
AMY DUTTON, PORTSMOUTH, N.H.

Cost: $400
HowSheDidlt: Designer AmyDuttonadmits that she wasn't readyto "spendmoney on
the kitchen floor of my dreams" as she was reworking her 1910 bungalow. So she painted
one instead, right onto the plywood subfloor. After caulking the seams between the
sheets, she put downtwo coats of floor paint, thenpaintedfi:eehandtendrjl"s and swirls
that play offthe colors ofthe arearugs andthe vintage-tab1e-turned-island. "Because

the floor has such a large surface area, I came up with a pattern that suited the scale and
frlled up the space, pulling together elements from the roomi'she says. "The organic
forms add interest and movement, and distract the eye from the piwvood's seamsl'
Even bettel she can repaint when she gets tired of the }ook.
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o
stained glass and
rope lighting =
FAUXWINDOWo

steel tubing =
SINK
SUPPORT
THADDEUS SIEMASKO, BEVERLY, MASS.

Cost $200
HowHe Didlt: For his ongorng kitchen
renovation, architect Thaddeus
Siemasko bartered with a client for a
cast-ironvintage sink from his house
in exchange for a donation to the
client's favorite charj.ty. He loved
the sink's deep bowl and washboard
top, ifnot the lead-paint-covered
cabinet that came with it. Instead of
refinishrng the cabinet, he ditched it
enti-rely and bolted together a
support ftame of stai.nless-steel
angles and rectangular steel tubing
foom an lndustrial catalog. "The open
area gives me an easy-access spot for
storing baskets of kitchen towels and
other necessitiesj'he says. The sink is
anchored to the wall for stability.

>--

MICHAEL GRAY, ESSEX, MASS.

Cost $400
How He Did It: Though architect lr4ichael Gray
wanted natural light in his master bathroom, he
couldn't cut a window opening in the facade
of his historic Second Empire home. So he built
a recess between the wall studs, Iined the
perimeter withlow-voltage rope lighting, and
ftontedit with a stained-g1ass wlrrdowhe'd
bought years earlier and casing he'd salvaged
ftom elsewhere in his house. "The soft glow ftom
the' window' makes a great night-light J' he says.

--

-o interior door =
DINING TABTE
ROD GARRETT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

CosU $200 for the base
HowHeDidlt: \Mhen architect Rod Garrett's fumremodeledits offrces, allthe old
furniture was sent to the scrap heap. But he fished out one freebie for himselJ, a
solid-core maple-veneered door that had been used as a temporary drafting
table during construction, and turned trash into treaswe. Once he had lugged
the 20O-poundpiece home, he applied green stain and apolytuethane frnishand
added metal trestie legs ftom a tool catalog for a DIY dining table that stands up to
the wear and tear from his family of four. "With two boys, we needed a piece that
was iadestructiblej' he says. "But I dso wanted it to look cool, and this frt the billj't
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HOWTOGET

OUTOFYOUR
CONTR R
Askhomeowners and remodeling pros how ta improve theirworking
relationship, andyou'll get an earful-along with some useful tips onhow
to keep your next project on time and on (or even under!) budget
BY DEBORAH BALDWIN ILLUSTRATIONS BY CATHERINE MEURISSE

MalDe you're shopping for the ideal helpmate to kick-start a new projec or
you're already knee-deep in one. You may be unsure how to manage your trades-
man's expectations-and your own. These are the best of times and the worst of
times for remodelers. Any pro still standing in this economy is likely to be sea-
soned and more attentive than ever to your bottom [ine. At the same time, many
top pros are so battle-scarred by clients cutting corners that they may want refer-
ences from you instead of the other way around. 'I no longer do competitive
bids," says David Lupberger, a Z}-year veteran of the bidding wars in Bouldeq
Colorado, who prefers smart marketing and nenvorking. But he also advises
fellow contractors to keep their minds and tool chests open. "Homeowners arent
putting up many $100,000 additions,' he says. "Be ready to help hang a mirror."
So whether you're about to get a leaky faucet fixed or entrust yoru dream kitch-
en to total strangers, keep reading to learn the new rules of the game.

t,ENIS
FRO

HELL
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Q Use a pro to find a pro
You get your root canals from an expeft
recommended by your dentist, right?
Same goes for locating remodeling pros.

This Old House general contractor Tom
Silva suggests asking the local building in-
spector for leads. Homeowner JimZem-
bruski, in Easton, Connecticut, found his
plumber through his electrician; they'd
worked together for years. Zembruski
also opened a contractor's account at the
local lumberyard, which allowed him to
hang out with the insider crowd, pick up
pro tips, and listen for the names of trades-
men who were in there so often that they
were presumably in high demand.

@Try a little romance
First meetings are like first dates. Here's
your chance to size up a pro and vice
versa-so make a good impression. And
take your time! Lupberger notes that some

homeowners are in such a hurry to get on
with it that they forget they're about to
entrust their house keys-and their san-
ity-to a stranger. Eric Thompson, a gen-

eral contractor in Hampton Bays, New

York, is among those who stress the im-
portance of a good personality fit. "It's
like any relationship. It should feel natural
and comfonable, like when I met my girl-
friend." Maybe that's why HomeAdvisor,
an agency that puts homeowners together
with service providers, uses algorithms
borrowed from Match.com.

@ Cet your act together
One of the worst scenarios ever is asking
an in-demand general contractor for "a
rough estimate" when you don't know
exactly what you want. Get a good de-
signer or draftsman to translate your
vague vision into drawings and specs.

"Being decisive and clear on the details
will save you money, and the project will
be more likely to meetyour expectations,"
says Monica D. Higgins of Renovation
Planners, a construction management
firm in Los Angeles. It will also help you
avoid dreaded "change orders," code for
pricey, unanticipated upgrade decisions.
And for heaven's sake, leave your friends
and relatives out of the design process,
says Thompson, remembering the time

he overheard three friends going around
in circles as they "helped" with a kitchen
remodel, all the while saying things like
"You really like exposed beams?"

@ Learn to talk the talk
Figure out what your project involves be-

fore you call in a pro. "The more you un-
derstand about what they do, the better
you can communicate with them and the
better you can review their bids," says

Zembruski, who uses how-to books, on-
line videos, and magazineslikeThis Old
House to get up to speed. Part t'wo of the
education process: Ask any candidate for
the job to explain how he or she plans to
carry it out and which materials will be

used. Giving a pro a chance to explain can
foster collaboration and, who knows, may-
be some creative thinking about how to do
it for less. Impatience sends the wrong sig-

nal, says Lupberger. 'It implies you're not
interested in a working relationship."

o Take the lowest bid?
hgeddabouddit

You want the best work, not the best price,

says Lupberger. Contractors and subs who
charge more are licensed and insured and
should take the time to keep the home-
owner informed every step of the way-
all of which costs money. Watch out for a

"low-bid guy" working out of his truck,
says Thompson, adding ominously "I've
cleaned up many jobs." Angie Hicks, of
the consumer-to-consumer referral service

Angieslist.com, recommends at least three
bids and close scrutiny of licences, insur-
ance certificates, and other fine print. "I
find people who never read the contracts
they sign," she says. "And make sure you
get a contractor who's an expert at what
you need done. You don't want your
house to be a guinea pig."

Next, be sure to compare apples with
apples. Consider offering your top candi-
date a flat fee to spell out each step and
material so that others can bid on the same

thing. "Generally, materials account for
40 percent of the total cost; the rest cov-
ers overhead and the profit margin, which
is typically 15 to 20 percent," says Tom
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WHILEYOU'RE
AT IT...

Seven requestsyou
sltould neve r mqke and seven

you con-and should

1_ I ran out of time. Can
you move allthis stuff

before you paint?

2_ I have to run some
errands. Could you keep an

eye on the kids?

3- Since you're going out
anyway, would you mind

walking the dog?
4_ Darn-my computer just

crashed! Can you fix it?
5_ FedEx is coming by to pick

up this envelope. Could you
make sure to be here?

6_ I iust blew another
fuse. Mind replacing it?

[f he's a plumber.]
7_The drain's backed up

again. Could you fix it?
[f he's an electrician.]

Silva. And, yes, says Steve Milleq owner
of HomeProHub, a home-improvement
consulting firm in San Jose, California,
it's okay to negotiate. He recommends
doing it by e-mail, which puts everything
in writing and helps conquer fear of hag-
gling. Even top pros have dry spells and
may lower a bid to keep crew members
busy, he says. Keep one eye on the calen-
dar-winter months are often slow-and
be flexible. "Life happens to pros, too,'
he explains. 'Divorces, taking kids off to
college. So stay in contact, and lateq ifhe
loses a job, he can pull up your e-mail."

@ Learn how to break up
and make up
Some relationships fall apart despite ev-
eryone's best intentions, so establish a

graceful way to exit if need be. Lupberger
points to a provision hammered out by a

fellow contractor that allows clients-and
their pros-to bow out with seven days'
notice. Consider adding an incentive
clause, too. Homeowners often grumble
when they cant penalize a contractor who
finishes weeks-ometime months-after
the projected due date. But a better idea is
to dangle an award if he beats the clock.
'I love thatr" says Thompson, who was
once gifted with a $5,000 bonus on a big
proiect. "That is complete fire under a
contractor's butt."

tD Oo some of the grunt work
As Zembruski learned during the redo of
his house, remodeling pros are just like of-
6ce workers: There are aspects of the job

that they don't love. Demolition can be
dirty, boring work; do it yourself and you'll
notice a more energetic spring inyour GC's
step. Then there's the unpleasant business
of getting down on one's hands and knees
in a small place. "Ourcrawl space is about
3 feet high," Zembruski says of the area
under his kitchen. "It's dark in there, and
there are spiders and bugs." So before he
called in his electrician, he roughed out
the wiring down below. As for his much-
in-demand plumbeq "he doesn't want to
be in the sink cabinet knocking over the
soa5he's a big guy!" says Zembruski,
who clears the way before he picks up the
phone. One time he took apan a leaky fau-
cet before the plumber got there. In return,
the guy did him the ultimate favor: making
his house the fust stop on a very busy day.

1_ Could you replace the pressure-balance valve in the shower? Older baths often
lack this safety feature, which keeps the showerhead from scalding when cold water
is drawn elsewhere in the house. A plumber who's already on the job should be willing
to make this fix. "Expect to pay for the valve itself , of course," says architect Darren
Hegelsen, who specializes in older-house redos in the Amagansett, New York, area.
2_ Gould you take a look at the insulation? lf your contractor is opening up walls
anyway, it's okay to ask him to patch holes in the insulation, says Andrew Black, a
general contractor in Columbus, Wisconsin. Expectto payfortime and materials.
3_ Could you touch this up? lf a painter is on the job already, it's fine to ask for f ree
touch-ups in other rooms, says Kara O'Brien, a general contractor in Atlanta. "Just
don't ask foranything largerthan a handkerchief."
4_ Could you upgrade the wiring in another room? An electrician who is already
working in the house may offer a deal to do work in other rooms, especially if he
doesn't have to open the walls himself, says Black.
5- Could you replace the smoke and CO detectors? An electrician who is already on
the job may be willing to waive the fee for replacing or augmenting smoke and carbon-
monoxide detectors. Read up ahead of time on where they should go.

6- Could you flag any weak framing? lf crew members are already poking into the
walls and f loors, it's okay to ask them to watch for signs of rotting wood. You'll be
charged for time and materials to replace it, but meanwhile a pro has helped prevent
more expensivefixes down the road.
l- Gould you advise me on another project? Tradesmen are often a font of free
design advice, and that's a good thing. Prompted by a client's query, O'Brien once
volunteered a tip for giving exposed brick a faux-aged look (scrub it down with
muriatic acid). -NATAUE RoDRrcuEz
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@ Write down house rules,
a payment schedule, and
everything else
Dont expect the rest of the world to know
how you feel about work boots tromp-
ing around in your pristine bath. Draw
up an agteement about who will be in the
house and when, and which areas crew
members should feel free to use. Spell out
the timing of payments, keeping in mind
that many pros have cash-flow issues.

As always, communication is key. Mary
Fallon, who recently remodeled the kitch-
en in her SanJose home, says she used her

skills as a former reporter to stay on top
of the project and keep all her subs well
informed. "They'd all get the schedule, and

that way there was more camaraderie."
Ideally, says Miller, of HomeProHub,

on a big job your pro should spell out every
step, expense, and setback on a dedicated
website that's accessible to all, using snap-
shots and sofrware, such as Co-Construct,
designed to manage projects. But even if
your pro prefers pencil and paper over
keyboard, documentation is essential.
Mysterious expenses often lead to dis-
trust, says Miller, "and sharing informa-
tion with homeowners really eliminates
this problem." Lynn McBride, who has

survived-and blogged about-home
renovations in spots as far-flung as

Charleston, South Carolina, and Balleure,
France, advises using the specs in the bid
as a checklist. *I used to track every detail
in a three-ring notebook," she says. 'To-
day, I'd stick it on my iPad."

@ ft|afe this love affair last
No matter how important you think you
are, do yourself a lavor and treat your
pro like an equal, says Thompson. "I've
worked for all kinds of people," he adds,

"and the ones I go back to know how to
look across the table at you and not down
atyou." Lupberger still recalls a clientwho
came by the work site a couple of times
a week to share coffee and chitchat. Says

this hardened pro, "I'm sure she got extra
things done offthe books."

e

H tssy fifs, m zss ed de adltnes,
badmanners-yes, we're
talktng about the homeowners
BY NATAL!E RODRIGUEZ

People love to trade tales about
contractors who charge too much, do
too little, or even disappear before the
job is done. But it turns out there are
two sides to this relationship. You didn't
know? Well, maybe you're already the
kind of classy homeowner who can melt
a heart hardened byyears of working
inside other people's homes. For those
who may be newer to the tradesman-
client relationship, meet the six most
dreaded homeowner-persona I ity types
in the business. All are based on real-life
stories shared by pros who have seen
it all and hope never to see these types
again. lf you recognize yourself , don't
panic; we've included suggestions on
howto redeem your reputation. Now all
you need is to get one of your favorite
pros to return your phone calls.

LIENIS
FRa/'/t

HELL
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TheHysteric
IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Childlike inability
to see the bigger picture
Pros hate having to break in a novice,
especially one as touchy as a feral cat. "l
had a homeowner call me in tears because
my crew was wrecking her house," says
Steve Miller, a former contractor who
helps match homeowners with pros in
San Jose, California. "l rushed overto
check it out. Then I had to try to calmly
explain to her as she continued crying that
everything was going fine. Yes, the home
was in shambles-it's called demolition."
lf rough stuff also makes you nuts, keep in
mind that Rome wasn't built in a day;first
they had to clear some space. Still hate to
watch? Hide out at Starbucks.

The Pedectiontst
|DENTlry tNG TRltr: Projects feelingls
of inadequacy onto others
Of course you deserve superb
workmanship, and in a timely manner.
But whether it's delivery of the new tub
before noon orthe envisioned placement
of a switch plate, nothing will ever be
perfectly perfect. "We explained that
custom cabinetry could never look like an
airbrushed photo in a catalog," one source
says of a prickly client. " lt is handcrafted,
after all." But she had the cabinets
remade-twice. lf you suspect that you,
too, qualify as "tightly wound," start
with a realistic calendar-your pro can
help-and be glad if the tub arrives
before he's off to his next job.

s\

TheComoulsive
Commuitcator
IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Eyes always locked
on a small electronic device
Communication is a good idea, up to a
point. "l had a homeowner who called,
e-mailed, and texted me all day long,"
says one general contractor, who
requested anonymity. "lf Ididn't respond
right away, l'd get a call, an e-mail, or a
text about not responding. lt became
unbearable." Some CCs also have a
hard time knowing what qualif ies as an
emergency. "Being upset with a paint
color is not an emergency," pro David
Lupberger says calmly. To avoid pounding
your pro with hailstones, send one note at
day's end-an evening squall, so to speak.

&-
TheAmateur
ProjectManqger
IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Believes he or she
was a pro in a previous life
Kussmaul had a client who thought that
"since he organized a carpool, he could act
as project manager," she recalls. "But he
didn't order enough paint, and since it was
a custom color, we had to stop the lob for
half a day. He wasn't happy when I charged
him forthetime." Eric Thompson, a GC in
Hampton Bays, New York, tells amateur
purchasingagents, "Oh, excellent-now
you can sort through the warped 2x4s
and sit on hold with customer seryice
when the faucet breaks-and you can't
find the serial number!"

I

The Chore Abuser
I DENT!FYING TRAIT: Blind to the
expression on a fellow human's face
Reva Kussmaul, author of Remodel4ll:
Secrets toa Successful Remodeling
Relationship, says that as a contractor
she once arrived at a work site to f ind
the homeowner packing 12 huge boxes.
"She said, 'Oh, I want your guys to take
these out to the porch for the UPS guy.'
Then she asked me to have them rush her
patio furniture inside if it started raining.
I mean, come on!" Experiences like this
compelled Kussmaul to hang out a shingle
as a remodeling coach. She encourages
homeowners to treat remodeling pros like
other pros-surgeons, say.

TheMeddler
IDENTIFYING TRAIT: Uses his outside
voice even when he's in your face
The Meddler is always on the job, which
is no help at all. "My car mechanic
doesn't want me under the hood with
him," says Kussmaul. "Well, myguys
don't want someone under the ladder
when they're putting up drywall."
Another GC, who requested anonymity,
recalls a homeowner who "yelled about
where we parked our trucks, yelled about
the amount of time it was taking, yelled
about the dust, and"-naturally-"yelled
about how loud ourtools were." lf you
are the kind of client who gets underfoot,
try using this quality time to be nice; you
may be rewarded just for being polite. t
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ABOUT

Pellet
stoves
These high-efficiency heaters let you turn down
the household thermostat while warming your rooms,
providing ambience, and reducingyour ener$, bills
ByJohnMorell

In colder climates, heating accounts
for about one-third of a homeowner's annual

utility bill, which is why many are seeking

thriftier ways to stay toasty. Freestanding pel-

let stoves and inserts that fit inside an existing

fueplace are an increasingly popular solution.
They look like traditional woodstoves but op-

erate more like a modern furnace. You need

only fill the stove's hopper with pellets made

from compacted sawdust, set its thermostat,
sit back, and get cozy. A mechanical auger de-

posits the pellets into a burn pot, where they

are incinerated at such a high temperature
that they create no vent-clogging creosote

and very little ash or emissions, which keeps

both indoor and outdoor air cleaner. The best

part is that they are about twice as efficient at
warming your home as older woodstoves that
have not been certified by the Environmental
Protection Agenry (EPA) and are vastly more

efficient than fireplaces.
Depending on your home's size and lay-

out, a pellet stove could supplement the cur-

rent heating system or be used as the sole

source. And, despite its workhorse reputa-
tion, pellet stoves come in a variety of designs

to complement any interior style. Read on for
Thk Old House's expert advice on buying,
installing, and firing up one of these energy-

wise heaters.

hoppor- - _

Stores pellets
to be burned.

convtctionfan -----
Circulates airthrough
heat-exchange tubes

and into room

burn pot- -
Holds pellets for

combustion.

auger
Feeds pellets from

hopperto burn pot,
where they are ignited.

heat-excfiange ,

fubes Send '.
air heated by fire

into room.

Howthey
work pettets

are automatically
fed from a storage
hopper into a burn

pot, creating a

constant flame that
needs no tending.

ashpan
Collects remains of

unburned pellets.

B"llle
Allows room air
to be pulled in by
convection fan.

- - - intakevent
Pulls outside
air into burn pot.

exhaust
Yent
Takes away
combustion
gases.

'combustion fan
Pulls in outdoor air
and exhausts gases.
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DfYorhlreapro?
Unless you're
comfortable cutting
holes in your house
for the venting,
leave installation
to the pros. Pipes
can run horizontally
out an exterior wall,
vertically through
the roof, or up the
chimney if adding
an insert. Expect to
pay $250 to $1,000,
depending on the
complexityof the job.

Hmmuch
claanup?
Pellet stoves create
a tiny fraction of the
ash produced by an
older wood-burning
stove orfireplace,
so cleaning is much
less frequent. lf used
daily, emptythe
ashpan once a week.

Aretbore
SovBmment
lncentlmsto
buythen?
Several states offer
property- or income-
tax rebates; some,
such as New York,
don't charge sales
tax on pellets. Check
with your state's
department of
energy for details.
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Pellet stoves heat
your home much

like a furnace does
while also providing

a flame to gather
around. Shown:

Lopi AGP, $3,OOO;
lopistoves.com

Wbatdo
theycost?
About $1.0001o
$5,000fora pellet
stove or an insert,
depending on style,
size, and heat output,
plus another $300 or
so for the vent pipe
or chimney liner.
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Howtheysta_ckup
agalnst riroodstoves
The biggest difference between a pellet stove and its main competitor, a

woodstove, is that, inside, the pellet stove is a high-tech device with a circuit
board, a thermostat, and fans-all of which work together to heat your space
eff iciently. Here are the other key differences between the two.

Efficiency

> Pellet

Sixtyto 80 percent of
fuel is converted to heat
foryourhome,

€ > Wood

Thffito Sopercent (high
endisforEPA-certified
stoves made after 1990).

Maintenance > High-quality pellets limit
ashpan cleaningto once a
week or less.
> Scrape the burnpot weekly
to remove cornbustion residue
andunburnedpelleG.
> Clean andinspect vents at
the outset ofheating season.

> Remove ash every one
to three days.
> Cleanthechimneyand
inspect the stove and the
door I,asket at ouGet of
heatingseason.

Very litt1e smoke; exhaust is
drafted outside with a fan
tfuough a horizontal or
vertical vent pipe.

Find 4O-poundbags of
pellets at home centersand
hardware andgrocery
stores in cold climates.
Dealers will also deliver
pellets by the ton.

A passive system requiring
a vertical chimney so
that smoke canrise and
flowoutsi.de.

You may be able to harvest
your own hardwood, but it
must be properlyseasoned.
It's also sold by the bundle
at stores or bythe cordftom
tree-care pros.

WHAT SIZE
STOVE TO BUY
Performance is affected by your home's
layout, insulation, and regionalclimate, but
generally 5,000 Btus of fire power will heat
200 square feet. For a precise match for
your space, have a dealer visit your home
and recommend a model. Just keep in mind
that the warmth from your stove will be

concentrated in rooms closest to where it's
installed. lf used for supplemental heat, one

trick is to put the stove near a furnace return
vent and run the furnace fan to circulate
warmed air throughout your home. A ceiling
fan with its blades turning in reverse can also

help distribute warmed air.

Time to recoup cost
As the sole heater for a 2,000-square-foot home
in a cold climate, expect to spend $3,OOO to buy
and install the new stove, plus $980 for four tons
of pellets. The time it takes for the stove to pay
itself off depends on your current heating fuel.
-l OIL: Runs $1,857 perwinter, or $87 more than
pellets, You can break even in about four years.
-, ELECTRICITY: Costs about $2,306 a year,
or $1,326 more than pellets, Expect a return on
your investment in year three.
{ NATURAL GAS: This fuel is cheaper, at $623
annually, but if you're currently usinga lireplace
or an older woodstove for supplementary heat,
you will save in the long run byswitchingto pellets.

Venting
options

Fuel
availability

FueI
storage

Bags of pellets shouldbe
kept indoors to guard
againstmoisture
intrltration.

Wood can be stacked outstde
under cover and away ftom
the house to prevent damage
fromtermites.

What is a pellet?
It's a small pill made of wood waste,

mostly sawdust. Pellets have a low
moisfure content, 5 to 10 percent,

compared with 20 percent for
seasoned firewood. In some regions,
you may find pellets made of
switchgrass or cornstalks. Corn kernels
can also be used in lieu of pellets.
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Pellet-stove styles
You can get both freestanding stoves and inserts for an existing
fireplace to complementboth traditional and contemporary
interior spaces. Here are some of our favorites

LoplLeyden This vintage-look stove has
a large firebox relative to its medium-size
frame. The ashpan is f itted with drawer glides
to ease cleanup. $3.700 for this 45,OOO-Btu
model, in matte black only; lopistoves.com

HearthStone Manchester *ris
souped-up stove has a large glass door, a
60-pound hopper capacity, and automatic
cleaning cycles that minimize upkeep. $4,600
for this S1,OOO-BIu model in gloss brown, or
$4,300 in gloss black; hearthstonestoves.com

Tlrelin
Gnome rhis
diminutive
34-inch heater
resembles an
old potbellied
woodstove.
Its size and
27,000-Btu
output make it
idealfor small
spaces. Starts at
$2,490, in matte
black, gloss black,
orgloss cream;
thelinco.com

Lennox Bella The unit has an LCD panel to
monitor the stove's operation, and a whisper-
quiet combustion fan and auger motor. $4,300
for this 43,O0O-Btu model, in gloss black or
brown; lennoxhearthproducts.com

-

Harman Accentra rhe 4o,ooo-Btu
stove has a 5O-pound hopper capacity and
an ashpan large enough to burn a ton of
pellets before it needs to be emptied.
$3,600, in matte black orgloss brown;
harmanstoves,com

Iiltttus Sutte Air when connected to
HVAC ducts, the stove's built-in fan directs
warm air to other rooms in the house.
Comes with a remote control. $5,250 for
this 40,OOO-Btu model, in red, white, or
yellow; wittus.com

Enfflro EmpfeSS The cast-iron insert,
which extends only 9 inches into the hearth,
has a 55-pound hopper capacity and a
classical arched surround. $2,75O for this
34,000-Btu model, in gloss black, white, or
brown; enviro.com
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Puttingin
your stove

venting
The exhaust pipe,
which can go straight
out an exterior wall or
up through the roof or
chimney, must be
tightly sealed to
prevent flue gases
from entering the
home. A second
intake line provides
outside airfor
combustion.

powersupply
Almost all pellet stoves
require a nearby outlet
to run the fans,
thermostat, and circuit
board. lf the stove is
your sole heater,
consideraddinga
battery backup (about
$300) in caseyour
electricity goes out.

An experienced pellet-stove dealer can

alleviate installation headaches, such as

figuring out the best venting routes and where

to place the stove so that its heat reaches the
most rooms. Here are some other factors to
consider before hooking up a pellet stove.

distance from walls
Freestanding pellet stoves, such as this - - -

Harman XXV model, have a minimal
footprint in a room. They can typically be

placed 1 to 3 inches from the back wall and
6 to 7 inches from sidewalls.

safe clearances
Becauseofthe heattheygenerate, pellet - - -

stoves should be at least 36 inches from
furniture and draperies and placed out ofthe

main foot-traffic areas, especially in
households with small children.

Turnyour fireplace
into a pellet stove

lloor protec{ion
- - Pellet stoves must rest

on a noncombustible
surface, such as stone
or ceramic tile, to
guard against errant
embers. A pad should
extend 6 inches
beyond the door.

A traditional f ireplace looks great, but it's a poor
heatgenerator. Most of the flame's warmth, plus
warmed air from the rest of your house, goes
right up the chimney.

To transform your hearth into an efficient
heater, you can fit the firebox with a pellet-stove
insert. such as the Harman P35i model shown at
left. A dealer can help you find a unit and a metal
surround to best fit your hearth's dimensions.
But because a metal liner must be fitted inside the
chimney for ventilation, installation is best left to
a chimney specialist. This work may also need
to be approved by a municipal inspector before
the stove can be operated.
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Flnishing touches

tl
ti

You don'tneedtools to tend the fire, but afewchoice
accessories can improve the look and function ofyour
pellet stove -xnrEuN HILL

remote control t
When paired with a transmitter
that monitors stove and room

temperatures, a remote lets you
adjust heatoutputfromyour

armchair. This modelworks only
with Napoleon stoves, but
most manufacturers offer

a similarsetup. $1i19;
napoleonf ireplaces.comr logset

Get the look of a yvood-burning fire by arranging
ceramic logs arsund the pellet burn pot. These togs
.:re f rom Lopi, bUt nrLast other stove manLtfacturers
ciesign sets for thr:ir units. too. $84; iopistoves.conr

f steamer
Give the air much-
needed moisture
with a steamer pot.
These lattice-style
cast-iron ones with
a red enamelfinish
also add a pop
of color to your
stove. $40 (small)
and $6O (large);
plowhearth,com

e scuttle
Far more charming than a plastic bag
beside your stove. these old-tlmey coal
scuttles have a spout and double handles
that make it a cinch to pour pellets into the
hopper. $39 for galvanized steel and $34
for copper plate: woodlanddirect.com i

fr[fr.{,

PelletFAQs
TOH deciphers the label on
a bag of pellets to help you
get the best-burning fuel
The PelletF\rels Institutehas two
grades for pellets: premium, which
is usuallymade ofonlywood, and
standar{ which contains some bark
Premium pellets are marginally more
expensive than standard-about
$5.5O for a 40-pound bag- but they
produce less ash. Another indicator
of quality is the amount of fines, or
dust atthebottom ofthebag; there
should be less than 0.5 percent, which
works out to half a cup. Any more dust
cancreate fused ash chunks, called
clinkers, that block airflow into the
stove. The lastvariable is sodium
conten! pellets should have fewer
than 300 parts per million (ppm) to
ensure an effi cient burn.

lll Theear \\\
\\\ tactot l) )

Hearing astove inaction on
the dealer's floor is just as
important as seeing one. If the
whir of the fans orthe hum of
the auger motor bothersyort
find another model.

PElrtrs
D

Gtadat
6rdE

ftmun

Mriarld; kd

Arhl
C6dr6

ttaslJ
TLtatt
Pff016

Lathro.lit

Lat thr

@
Build your own or choose
from a variety of premade
pads in a material and
pattem to suit your style.
We love this western
flagstone one wit'h a
running-bond design.
Startingat $346;
diarnondhearths.com

WHATDOYOUWANTTO
KNOWALLABOUT?
Itte'llfuaturethemostpopulartopicon
these pages in July's reader+reated issue.
Post ideas at thisoldhouse.com/bonus
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"...seductive, because it's so well done" -The Guardian (uK)

"...romance, intrigue and sumptuous costumes..." -The Express (uK)
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I need to remove some bricks
to get at a drainpipe. How can I

sure I'm able to reuse them?
-MIKE ALLEN, SEGUIN. TEXAS

For this sort of small job, the best way to extricate bricks is to
chip out the mortar around them with a cold chisel, like the
antique ones below. Made of forged steel and then tempered at

the tip, these tools can also score stone, crack concrete, and cut steel
with equal facility. Use a cold chisel with a blade slightly narrower than
the joint, press it against the mortar, and whack it with a hand sledge.
And please wear eye and ear protection. -THE EDTTORS

PHOTOGRAPH
BY LEVI BROWN I
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-l Our cast of veteranexperts

I

TOM SILVA
General Contractor

NORMABRAM
Master Carpenter

RICHARD TRETHEWEY
Plumbing and Heating Expert

ROGERCOOK
Landscape Contractor

-BARBARA FRIEDMAN, PROVIDENCE, R,I.

KEVIN O'CONNOR
Host

Norm Abram replies: Yes, andwith
applied drawer fronts like yours,
the 6x is fairly easy: They're simply
screwed on from inside the drawer
box. That's true even for drawers
with metal sides and melamine ends,

like the one I'm working on at left.
For either one, use the following
repair method.

Drill new pilot holes through the
drawer box and about two-thirds of
the way into the front. Locate them
as close as possible to the sides of
the box, and countersink the holes
to bury the screwheads. To keep
the front aligned while drilling the
holes, tack it to the drawer box with
a few spots of hot-melt glue.

Before you reattach the front,
enlarge the new holes in the drawer
box slightly. That frees the screws
to cinch the front as tight as pos-
sible against the box. Use four deck
screws to secure small drawer fronts
and six on large drawer fronts.

... BAD SPOT FOR
,: BATHROOM EXHAUST

The duct for my bathroom fan ends
just under the ridge cap; it doesn't
go through the roof. ls this an

acceptable way to vent a bathroom?

-JOHN BURKE, ARLINGTON, VA.

Richard Trethewey replies: In a
word, no. That sneaky shortcut is

-) I One of my kitchen drawer fronts keeps
ffi coming loose. I plugged the screw
F holes with wood putty, but it didn'tr really help. ls there a way to fix it?

GOT
ANSWERS?
lfyou have a trick
thatwould impress
Norm-oranyofthe
guys-share it with
us for a chance to be
included in theJuly
reader-created
issue. Post ideas at
thisoldhouse.com/
yourTOH
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When a drawer front comes loose,
Norm Abram refastens it with deck
screws, which hold better than



not approved by the 2012 lnter-
national Residential Code (lRC),
which serves as a model for most
residential building codes in the
United States. According ro rhe
IRC, "Exhaust air from bathrooms
and toilet rooms shall not discharge
into an attic, crawl space, or other
areas inside the building."

There are good reasons for the
code to be so adamanr on rhis point:
Pumping heat and humidiry into an
attic can foster mold, rot, and, in
snowy climates, ice dams. You should
reroute the duct so rhat it exhausts
to the outside through an exhaust
vent cap on a sidewall, a gable wall,
or the roof. Venting through the roof
is my least favorite option because of
the risk of water leaks, but some-
times it's the only route available.

REMOVE FAUX STONE
My fireplace is surrounded

by ugly faux rock stuck to
paft icleboard backing. I'm trying
to tear it off, but it's slow going. ls
there a trick to doing this?

-STEVE GORE. BRIMFIELD, ILL.

Tom Silva replies: Try to go after
the layer that's easiest and fastest to
remove. In this case, that would be

the particleboard, which is attached
to the studs. If you can chip away
some of the stones and expose one
edge of the board, all you need is a
strong tool to give you the leverage
to pry it off in slabs. A large crowbar
will do, but for this kind of work I
prefer a mattock, a type of pick with
a broad blade.

Jam the blade between the par-
ticleboard and the studs and work
the board offbit by bit, up and down
each stud. If you apply too much
force in one spot, you can easily flex
a stud and damage the finished wall
on the opposite side. Once you get

Wt{A1'
ts r'r'?

A Plastic
bucket opener

B Pipe sizer
and descaler

C Doorstop

D Or...

FOR THE ANSWER,
SEE PAGE95

asl( okllrouse

Richard Trethewey checks a level as he tightens the hanger on a main drain.
The pipe should pitch 7a inch per foot toward the exit point from the house.

I

one section off, you should find the
going gets easier.

Be sure to wear safety gear, in-
cluding leather work gloves, a dust
mask, and eye protection. And it
wouldn't hurt to wear a long-sleeve
shirt and jeans and to spread out a
heavy tarp to protect the flooring
and make cleanup easier.

There might be hidden pipes and
wires in the walls, so shut off the
power and water before you begin
the demo. And make sure to inspect
the wall cavities before you start
going at it with the mattock.

SAGGING DRAlNPIPE
The drains in my house are

constantly clogging, and no drain
cleaner we've tried has any effect.
I even had the city check the main
sewer line, but they tell me it's
clear. Any idea what's going on?

_JOHN LEWANDOWSKI,
MOUNDSVIEW, MINN.

Richard Trethewey replies: Itrhen
I'm told that more than one fixture
gets clogged on a regular basis,
I look at two primary suspects: a

saggingmain drainpipe or a blocked
vent. The latter typically requires a
plumber, so let's focus on the former.

The main drain is the 3- or 4-
inch-diameter pipe in your base-
ment or crawl space that collects
wastewater from the entire house
and exits through the foundation
walls toward the sewer main. This
pipe should slope consistently to the
outside at % inch per foot. If it slopes
less or sags anywhere, debris will ac-
cumulate at the low point and, even-
tually, clog up the works.

Check the slope with a plumber's
level<newith markings onthe vial
that indicate slope-and reposition
the nuts on the hangers, as I'm doing
above, until you get the proper pitch.
If the drains keep backing up, hire a
pro to go on the roof and snake the
venting system.

OVERHEATED DIMMER
We have an array of eighteen

4O-watt bulbs that washes a wall
with light. When they're turned up to
full brightness, the dimmer switch
gets hot. Should I be concerned?

_AL HEUER, NELSON COUNTY. VA.
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ScottCaron replies: You definitely
should be concerned. \flhile it's per-

fectly normal for a dimmer switch
to get warm, it should never get hot,
which is a sure sign that you have an
undersized dimmer. At best, itcould
fail; at worst, it could cause a fire.

To remedy the situation, remove
the switch plate and look at the
switch's body. A wattage rating is

usually stamped right on the front,
but if it's not, cut the power to the
switch and pull it out. You'll 6nd the
rating stamped on the side. If your
dimmer is rated for 500 watts, as

standard dimmers are, it cant handle

the 720 watts those bulbs draw when
turned up all the way. That would ex-
plain why the switch gets so toasty.

There are two easy ways to fix this
problem: Either replace the dimmer
with one that has a higher wattage
rating-typically 1,000 watts-or
replace the bulbs with lower-watt,
dimmable CFLs or LEDs. Then your
switch should cool down to normal.

One last thing: If you choose to
go with CFLs or LEDs andyouwant
them to dim as smoothly as your in-
candescents, you'll need a dimmer
switch like Lutron's C-L dimmer
(lutron.com), which is compatible
with the electronics in these bulbs.

Scott Caron is a master electrician
uth o h as app ear e d in a numb er of Ask
This Old Hou se teleuision episodes.

send your questions
to asl< {}tdhouse

go to: thisoldhouse.com/
asktoh or write to: Ask This
Old House, This Old House
magazine, 135 West 50th
Street, New York, NY 1OO2O

lnclude a complete address and daytime
phone number. Published questions
will be edited for clarity and length
and may be used in other media. We
regret that, because of the volume of
mail received. we're unable to reply to
unpublished questions.
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For a list ofthe
tools and

materials used
on this proiect,
gotothisold
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, I want to install crown molding on
my kitchen cabinets. What's the best

way to go about it? -anrnNrsPEARS,sr.Lours

way to
to cabinets:
moldingon

install it as

Craig Tolmie of Tide Mill
Restoration replies: A lot of
upper kitchen cabinets these

days don't have enough material
above the doors on which to
mount crown molding. To get

around that shortcoming, I build
a hardwood frame that sits on top
of the cabinets and use it as a base

for fastening the crown.

Cost: $1 to $2 per linear f oot
for the 1x4 poplar in this f rame;
$12 per foot for the 8-inch
painted maple crown molding
Time: One day to do 16 feet of' uppercabinets
Dfffrcufty: lvloderate. M ust
unol no: ao cut tight miters.

Using a frame allows me to do
the detail work on a bench-much
easier than from a ladder-and
I can attach the crown from the

back side, so there are no nail holes
to fill. Once the frame and crown
are attached, you install the whole
assembly in one go.

If the ceiling isn't level, as was
the case here, then you have two
options above the crown: Leave a

gap or scribe-fit a filler strip that
follows the contours of the ceiling.
'$Thatever you do, avoid scribing
the crown itself or leaving a small
gap oflzinch or less. Either one

will draw aftention to the ceiling's
unevenness and undermine all your
careful work with the molding.
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1_ frame
Measure
trom wall
anL
cabinets' but leave each end

7a inch shY wall. Butt and overlaP

the corners the screws.

Screw to the back of

the frame, as then checkto make

the cabinets'faces'sure it sits f lush

I

eg ofthe cabinets' run
ll. Cut and screw together
4 frame that follows the

Install kitchen-cabinet crown molding

2 Cut and attach the crown
fuX" tf'," trrtn" back to the workbench

."I tn- t ,p Uy % inch to create a slight

or"rnung toitf,e ctown' Miter and trim

the crowi to match the cabinets' run-
ih. .ro*n't 

"nds 
will extend past the

iruni"l, 
"not 

oy Ya inch' Rest the crown's

lotto, 
"ae" 

on the bench' glue the ioints'

lnJiu.t"n-trl" trame to the crown's back

side, as shown, using 1%-inch screws'

3 Reinforcethe
outside miters
To prevent the outside miters from

.orning oP"n' glue and screw small

ieintoriine orocks to the backs of the

crown at eich loint' ln this case' the

faces of each block are cut at a

zi'/r-degreeangle so that it sits flat

In.in.t[n".oldings' sloped backs' To

i-rf f 
"u.f, 

.ia" of tne loint together' offset

to ."r"*t and drive them through the

block perpendicularto each other'

I

l

j
.----!

-|

I

I I
4 Mount the assemblY
Wiih a helper, lift the f inished assembly

into pt"."'.top the cabinets' Check that

th. .ro*n't orerhanging bottom liP-
created by shimming the f rame in Step

i-titt tig-ntty 
"gainst 

the cabinets' faces

and doein't interfere with the doors'

Atio muk" tute that the ioints are tight

and both ends are snug against the wall'

5 Attach it to the cabinets
Orive Zy, -incfr screws up through the

cabinets' top panels and into the bottom

oiin" l-tr,up"d frame' Place them close

Lehind the cabinets' face f rames' lf

there's a gap of an inch or more between

if'" 
"to*n-"na 

the ceiling, you're f inished

witn the install. For gaps narrower than

iinch, f ind a strip wide enough to fillthe

widest gaP and Proceed to SteP 6'

6 Scribe'fit the filler striPs.
ior eacn run, have a helper hold the strip

level and touching the ceiling's lowest

ooint. Set a compass to the widest gap

and scribe the ceiling contour on the

strio, as shown. Trim the strip with a

iiesaw. check the f it, and miter-cut the
'"'nAi to r"netf,. Take the f rame down and

slue and nail the strips to the top edge

8tlh".ro*n. Reinstall the assembly and

caulk it along the ceiling'

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY' PAGE 98
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\Norm's
tricks of the trade

wrecking bar

f?fi Le#gf,i"' !: l's,::n ry n a i r s

ro tne concrete slab in mv 
-

Dasement. I even tried cdttingthem off with
with ;;' tu"il: i3ih,#85€[',lH ?,*,r,

_MrKE HALE, Appleroru, frrs.

A*:'-"1,;I"?xhffi liirjiir'ff ,'"rt?:'J:irii,,xTlrii;,T1ff x,.jxfl Jr,j*chiser and pry off the sprintered pieces. witi ,t inrir, 
"xposed, 

tn" 
""ri"it *y to getrid of them is with a 36-inctr *.ect ing 0",. 

", 
i"r"r:o"d in pran A, at right. rf that doesn,twork' move on to pran B. whichever ir",i"Jr", g" *ith, be sure to w-ar safety grasses.

PLAN A: Slip a scrap of wood underthe
wrecking bar's elbow to lift the claw up
underneath the nailhead, then pull back on
the end of the bar. A small chunk of concrete
may come out with the nail, but any divots
can easily be filled with nonshrink grout.

f,

MiJ,, pour and store
paint with no mess!
Crank the handle and an auger_style paddle lifts the
pigments from the bottom of the can for a perfect mix.
Press the thumb lever and pour _ no drips, no mess ...
no wasted painfl Mixing Mate,", another
Rockler innovation, designed to help you
Create with Confidence.

Mate Gallor
Ir9.99EE

Q' nockl er.com lt-877-RocKtER

For a store near you or free catalog visit

t,

/ ffi%

'iJi-- l

e FIC)CKLE @

WOODWORI(ING AND
Create with Confidence"

HARDWARE

I

Mixing
(4417O)

I
I

Materials code: 456
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D DRYWALLLIFTER
Step on the Pocket Kicker
and it will lift a sheet of
drywall, wall paneling, ora
door up to 1% inches offthe
floor, leaving your hands
free to do the fastening.
$22; duluthtrading.com

.,

I

t
-barpry

PLAN B: lf the wrecking bar fails to budge a stubborn nail, the quickest
way to get it out is to hook the claws of a hammer or a pry bar under the
nailhead, then bend it side to side until the shaft breaks off at or below the
sudace of the concrete. As a last resort, use a small cold chisel to chip
away the concrete around the nail, then extract the entire nail using the
wrecking bar, as shown in Plan A.

YoemFra ur
Mirror in Minutes
Your mirror never leaves the wall -
just measure, assemble and install.
Begin your twenty-minute mirror
makeover at MirrorMate.com
or call 866.304.3372.

MirrorMate'

\,vl{A1'
rs t1'?
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Look past its gangly appearance and
meet the most versatile layout tool going:
the combination square. lt'll mark lines,
measure thickness, check for square, and
much more. From heirloom-quality to
bargain-bin, here are the f ive that deserve
a spot in our toolbox. -sAL vAGLIoA

-,

e

IF\:

/

#
sTA R R F:'r"l' C'i',t l-l -Iffi$

Nice to see that the company that
introduced the combo square. in
1877, still makes one of the best.
The forged-and-hardened steel

head is paired with a blade etched
with gradations filled with paint.
A satin finish renders them easy

to read even under the glare of
your shop light.

II
(

)FCl*\Wa!

I
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III

1

JOt{NSoN 4rt0
$28.75; johnsonlevel.com
At roughly one-quarterthe price
of an heirloom-quality combo square,
this cast-iron workhorse, with a
nonreflective f inish, is the very best
of the home-centerfare. We likethe
threaded awl and easy-to-read green
leveling vial but wish the sides of the
head were better machined. lt could also
use a more prominent adjustment knob.

Check it for true
With a tool prized for its accuracy, it's
worth checking every now and then
to make sure yours is true. Extend the
blade as far as possible, grooved side up,
through the 9O-degree face of the head,
and hook the square against the straight
edge of a board. Scribe a line along the
blade. Now flip the tool over, groove down,
and line up the same edge of the blade
with your mark. lf they're parallel, the
tool is square. lf not, it needs to be
repaired or replaced.

t,
t

3
,
I

h 5
I

2
I

-**\

Share your tips with
us for a chance to
appear in July's
reader-created
issue. Post
suggestions at
thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

4

TOI{
TESTK.I)

?



t-:[4Pil?t-- E255
$7.97; emPirelevel.com
This 6-inch-long pocketable square is
easier to use for checking small parts or
setting router-bit heights. The bright
blue vial is a snap to read. Twist the
chunky knob to loosen the square lock
bolt, which can't spin freely, and easily
adjustthe blade. The chamfered edges
on the head make it comfortable to hold

o
a
t

s\ rANsoN st,t--t-:Dt-t1'E]ct3l
$6.59; swansontoolco.com
Consider this the equivalent of a beater
chisel, except with some nice touches-
like a knurled brass knob-you wouldn't
expect to find on a sub-$7 tool. The
readable blade and large vialare nice
touches. And even though the head is
plastic, it comes with a threaded awlthat
rests proud of the head-easy to grab.

Find the centerline. l- Draw a line
across the board 90 degrees to both
edges. 2. Use the 45-degree face to
draw a line from the point where the
9O-degree line meets an edge of the
board. 3. Flip the square over to the
board's other edge and draw another
diagonal, as shown, from the opposite
end of the 90-degree line. Where the
diagonals intersect is the centerline.

I.AG F:SS F: tiSQ t Jr\R I-: t-AS -12S
$35.95; lagesseproducts.com
At 2 inches wide, the aluminum head
of this square won't tip when you're
marking pipes and tubing. lt's also great
for trueing a table-saw blade or checking
an inside corner for square. That said,
this isn't the choice for marking 1x or
other thin stock, since you'd have to
prop up the materialto meet the blade.

Cut sheet goods accurately. Unplug
your circular saw or remove its battery,
and flip it upside down. Place the
square's 90-degree face against the
narrow edge of the shoe and extend
the square's blade until it touches
one tooth, as shown, then tighten the
knob. Read the marking and clamp a
straightedge at that distance from your
cutline on the keeper side. Cut away. I

7

Norm's techniques: Think outside the square
ToH master carpenter Norm Abram's tips to get the most out of your go-toiayout tool

January/February 2013 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 9Z
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Mark and check notches. Set the
blade to the notch's depth. Hug the
square to the board and, holding a
pencil against the end of the blade
(see photo, opposite page), drag both
alongthe board to mark the base of
the notch. Use the blade's long edges
to mark the width. To check the depth
ofyour cuts, position the square as
shown, bottom outthe blade, tighten
the knob, and read the marking.
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CoveilFor information, see listingfor "Before +

After Kitchen.

Home Solutions (pp. 17-23) Nicer deicers:
Than&sto Russ Alger, lnstitute for Snow Research at
Michigan Technological University; mtukrc.org.
Kathleen Schaefer and Robert Edstrom, Minnesota
Department of Transportation; dot.state.mn.us.

Before + After Kitchen: From bare-bones
to cottage-charmtng @p. 25-27) Architect:
Erica Brdberg Smith, East Hampton, NY;

ericabrobergarchitect.com. Cabinets: Smith River
Kitchens, East Hampton, NY; smithriverkitchens.com.
Windows: Andersen; andersenwindows.com. Pulls,
knobs, and hinges: Kraft Hardware: kraft-hardware
.com. Range and fridge: Wolf and Sub-Zero;
subzero-wolf .com. Microwave: Dacor; dacor.com.
Dishwasher: Miele; mieleusa.com. Floor stain:
Minwax Provincial: minwax.com. Sink Waterworks;
waterworks.com. Faucet: Rohl; rohlhome.com.

Before + After Bath: Adding Ught, no windows
needed (pp. 29-30) Designer: Beth Bynon Designs,

Oceanside, CA; bethbynon.com. Lighting: Bistro
Sconce, Restoration Hardware; restorationhardware
.com. Medicine cabinet, sink, faucet, and toilet:
P74101-00-NA, P72030-00-0, and P22730-00-AD, For

Town, and P70133-CP-0, For Country, by Michael S.

Smith: kallista.com. Tile: Classica White 3-by-6 Field

Tile (shower) and Time Square Black 12 by 12 (border),
EMS and CTS SXG-1202, and Glossy White 1% by 1%

(hex), Eurosol; europeansb.com. Wall paint: Nigerian
Peony, Ralph Lauren; ralphlaurenhome.com.

Shop Smarter: So can I keep my favorite
frying pan? (p. 36) Thanftsro Steve Sheinkopf,
Yale Appliance + Lighting; yaleappliance.com. Malte
Peters, Thermador: thermador.com. Paul Bristow,
GE Appliances: geappliances.com.

Budget Redo: Fi.replace face-Iift for Just $87
(p. 42) Homawners' blog: The Lettered Cottage:
theletteredcottage. net.

Weekend Remodel: Build a columned room
divider (pp. 57-61) Designer/builder: Christopher
Beidel, Pernt, Brooklyn, NY:' 347 -7 42-6463:
perntstudio.com. Lumber: Pelham Lumber, Pelham,
NY; pelhamlumber.com.

Updating a Cozy Craftsman (pp. 62-69)
Designer: Aaron Cover. Foyer, Ilvir4lroom, and
dlnlng room: Fireplace surround: Daltile; daltile
.com. Light fixtures: North Park Family, Progress
Lighting; progresslighting.com. Blinds: Bali; baliblinds
.com. Kitchen: Blinds: Levolor; levolor.com. Tile:
Brazil Gray Slate (floor) and Folio Two in Glacier lce

(backsplash); daltile.com. Fridge: Sub-Zero;
subzero-wolf .com. Cooktop: GE Monogram;
monogram.com. Microwave and oven: KitchenAid;
kitchenaid.com. Vent hood: Cavaliere; cavalierehoods
.com. Sink: Ticor; ticorsinks-com. Pendant lights:
George Kovacs; minka.com. Cabinet hardware:
Dillon Collection, Restoration Hardware;
restorationhardware.com. Stools: Turner Counter
Barstool. Crate & Barrel; crateandbarrel.com.
Master bath: Sinks and faucets: Purist Collection,
Kohler: kohler.com. Shower fixtures: WaterTile;
kohler.com. Toilet: Tresham; kohler.com. Tub:
Porcher: porcher-us.com. Heated towel rack,
radiant floor, and heated mirrors: Warm Your Floor:
warmyourf loor.com. Pendant lights: Luray Collection,
World lmports; worldimportsdesigns.com. Tile:
Distant Thunder Quartzite (floor) and Silver Screen
Collection (shower and backsplash): daltile.com.

Low-Cost Custom Details From D€sign
Pros' Own Homes (pp. 70-75) Drawer knobs:
Scott Lee, SB Architects, San Francisco, CA;

415-673-8990; sb-architects.com. Erin Martin,
Erin Martin Design, St. Helena, CA:7O7-963-4141:
erinmartindesign.com. Cabinet and hood supports:
Robert Kelly, Kelly and Abramson Architecture,
Piedmont, CA: 510-836-0719; kellyabramson.com.
Wainscoting: Erica Brdberg Smith, East Hampton,
NY; 631-329-9928; ericabrobergarchitect.com-
Wall covering: Joseph Kennard, Boston. MA:
617 -292-S9Agi tkennard.com. lsland top: Rick and
Liz O'Leary, Two Tall Trees Architectural Design,
Croton Falls, NY; 914-669-O014. Custom-painted
floor: Amy Dutton, Juniper River Home Design,
Portsmouth, NH; 207-337-2020: juniperriver.com.

Sink support: Thaddeus Siemasko, Siemasko +

Verbridge, Beverly, MA; 978-927-3745; svdesign
.com. Faux window: Michael Gray, Carpenter &
MacNeille. Essex, MA; 978-768-7900:
carpentermacneille.com. Diningtable: Rod Garrett,
SOM, Washington, DC: 202-367 -2600; som.com.

Ask This OldHovse (pp. 89-97) Question of the
Month: Thanfts to Craig Tolmie, Tide Mill Restoration,

Fairfield, CT; 203-382-4656. Cabinets: Turkey Hill

Purestyle in Fortune Cookie by Martha Stewart Living,
The Home Depot: homedepot.com.

Save This Old House (p. 106) Thanl*toPaul
Emerson, Waldo Peirce Reading Room, Frankfort, ME;

wprr.lib.me.us. Earle G. Shettleworth Jr., Maine
Historic Preservation Commission, Augusta, ME:

state.me.us/mhpc. a

Time lnc. andThisOld HouseVanturas do not
endorse any product or sarvice mdntioned
or advertised in this magazine.
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Fine Reprocluction Hardware & Lighting
www.HOAH.biz

$t nousE oF ANTrouE HARDWARE

tnd,t,eys.M*u

Perfect for jobsite.

> Bag Hold-Down - Easily
dispose of dust in plastic
bag.

Approx. 50 lbs. and 52'as shown,

Calt Tday for FREE Brochurel Order Online!

1.800.1324065 www.oneido-oir.com ilode h llSI

M
m

- Cediticato

I

Like Us on
Faeb@k.

> High suction. 3x the air perfor-
mance of most shop vacuums.

0neida fiit
Gyclonic System
Ior yout lougnest
0ust Gollection

]leeds!
fianid Puhe'M ]iller Clenner

W* stop to clean mecsy fitters!
Shown
with

The Nation's leader in quatity tongue-n-groove
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling.

GREAT FOR:

New or Existing Homes o Basements . Dens o Rec Rooms

Kitchens . Baths . Studies. Garages o Out Buildings o Cottages

Customer
Satislodion.

We Guarontee It!

Skytine Woods'finest of log home products are avaitabte at the
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!

Gall (800) 818-9971 . woodworkersshoppe.com

!
I

Fitt Gaps. Stop Drafts. Save Energy.
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www.windowshades.net

TOLI-.FREE

l8zz)sss-szoo

IE ,D{ii*e,g

Flandcrafted
Iin the USA

I Quality
tsince 1930

€-

I

THE IRON SHOP'

Put q spin on your spoce.
Elegont. Efficient. Affordoble

from $495 ftorn

and Ceilings
Like New!

Walls

.Remove no trim

rNc.

. Cost Effective

. One day
application

INCINOTET
ETECTRIC INCI NERATI NG TOITETS

' 
Enioy the convenience,

cleonliness of INCINOIEI in
your cobin, home, dock, or boot.

INCINOLET incinerotes woste to
cleon osh, only electricity needed.

120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET - stoinless steel, Americon
mode for yeors of sotisfoction.

Used in oll climotes oround the world.
Tested, listed by UL

NSF

. USCG

BARN LIGHT ELECTRIC

WHERE VINTAGE AND MoDERN CoLLIDE"

800.407.8784Coll l-E00-527-5551 www.incinolet.com
RTSEAR(H PRODUfiS . 2539 Andion . Dollos, Ieros 75220

www.barnlightelectric.com
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$4500

For FREE catalog,
call 1-800-523-7427 ext. TOH
Or visit www.The I ronShoo. com/TOH

The Leoding ol Stoir

Proudly made in the USIA since 1931
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Screen/Snrn
.l Season Porcbes

D*cb
EdryUnitt
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dz More!
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BASEMENT FINiSHING IN 4 SIMPLE STEPS

CLASSIE GUTTf, R SVSTfl II,il,S-, L,L.,C"
Artistry, chann ond elegance

"Old World" style heavy-duty copper, aluminum and galvalume half round gutters
o Up to 26' shipped nationally ' 26 styles of cast fascia brackets ' Roof mount options available

a

pHoNE 26s.665.2700 WWW.ClaSSiCgUtterS.COm F^x 269.665.1234

51
;s

VrNrecpDoons.coM
Shop Online Today!

FnnB Cerer,oc! (800) 787-2001

APPLY ADHESIVE PRESS IN PLACE

RUN ELECTRICAL FASTEN DRYWALL

,s
PTfUNEO:

$639.00

20 lt Budget
frolltng Tower

SXSSCAFFOLDSETS-

Only $79.OO
TURNKEYTOWER PACKAGES

FROM $324.OO

I
{.

Scaffold
BIry DIRTCT!

866-900-O983
FAST, SAME.DAY SHIPPIIYG!
WTTUI. SCAFFOLDMART. COM

I
I

Wood Turnings for Porches & Stairways
. Stock or CustoD D6igns. A0thuti. n plotk 0r.

. Pronpt Qldity S.nici.
. Porct Po3ts. B.lusl.m . Nereb. Spindld. tr'iri.l, . Hrtrdnil.

. LeDgthiTo 12 fel. FE Br@hu.e.

l-tw527-9061 Fu 701-&21201

Luril: inl@intdvhilcil
tYcLtix: wcindehil@r

u3MMRW.l.beMW75

V,h/Af/A,z g

InnngLasr tnteaor Stormwindovo:
. Maintain de chm md beuw of vou

cisring window
. Signifimdy reduc hating md ooling bills
. Compresion-Fit to elimhate dmfrr ompletd
. Gmtly reduc outside noise
, Are perftct for endosing rcmn prches
. Save energy, mve money md mre hisoryl

l-8OO-7 43-6207 o w.stormwindows.com
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SCHOOLHOUSE
ELECTRIC 5. SUPPLY CO.

Iconic lighting, furnishings and
tools for productive living.

1-800-630-7113
SCHOOLHOUSEELECTRIC.COM
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AND START
LIVING

Does your living space stop
. on the ground floor
',. because your basement

f,ir O"-O and uninviting?

,Reclaim that 1/3 of your
'home with DRYLOK@
Masonry Waterproofer.

Your basement can be
a playroom, laundry
room, workshop and
more in one weekend.

STOPS WATER

3 PROVEN FORMULAS

INDEPENDENTLY TESTED

DRYLOK
BRINGS LIVING TO

THE NEXT tEVEt

Visit DRYLOIGCOITI for insp:ratlonal
photos, how-to videos and bTochures
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A}IBIANCEDOORS.COil . BEAUTIFUL
INTERIOR FRENCH D(N)RIS, Large setectlon,

affordable, Ereat servlce, high quallty.

' '-:

with Your
Pressure
Washer
100 Fr
SewerJetter
Only $12e

$10 oFF

HMi'.1.'EE rae rn mgffiIISA

'Free Guide'

{rClogHog.com

Or Call 877-992-5644

RADIATOR
ETCLOSURES

FOPfiOl.ES, OFTTCES, CHURCHES, TT{SrrrUrrOt S
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alrY BCKnY OtrCr l3&E . EASY lO ASS€IILE
IAI{Y StYLAg I @lOA3. IIIEO EIIAE FflGfi
Sa,td'r.oo rorSrocrxrn . R.ftrnd.Db rrtt Ordar.

flOilARCH Dept.roH
P.O. BOX 320.1t.l KERO BO- CAnLSTADT. it grcrit

(201 )5076551 uffiw.monarcrrooriers.qom

ALL
STEEI

.)

E L.-

l-r's =l 
[ ,F'

ffi
-il--}.- i'E--- i-i

..

Tel.; 1 866 851 -51 1 3 [toll f ree]
www.belislewindows.com

- :

;tll.-.1il
i

--I
l

ffi
ffi91

ADVERTISEMENT

--l

E

-r-

-IgH

MILL DIRECT

WIDE PINE
7" ta 2U' Lower Prices
Superior Quality Kiln Dried 6.8o,,o

WOOD IDEA
{' 34 Deer Run Lane

Mercer, ME 0+957
2o7.587-4832
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HAITBOR FREIGHT TOOLS LIFEIIME III|ARRAIIIY
OXUNDTOG!

Quallty Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

FAGTORY DIREGT
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high
quality tools at such ridiculously low
prices? We buy direct lrom the lactoiles
who also supply the majot brands and
sell direct to you. ll's just that simple!
See lor yoursell at one ol our 400
Stores Nationwide and use this 20%Otl
Coupon on one ol our 7,000 products',
plus pick up a Free 1" x 25 Ft. Tape
Measure, a $5.99 value. We stock
Shop Equipmenl, Hand Tools, Tarps,
Compressors, Air & Powel Tools,
Woodworking Tools, Welderc, Tool
Boxes, Generatorc, and much more.

. 0ver 20 Million Salislied Customers!

. over 400 Stores Nalionwids
l{obody Beats Our Quality, Service and Price!
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savethisoldhouse
$65,000

Frankfort, fr/aine

Tara Roy, Realty of
tilaine.80O-639-2162

The history: This charming
4,305-square-foot house was built by

local merchant and shipwright Franklin

Treat in 1864, back when granite,

lumber, and shipbuildingwere this small

town's big industries. Ten years later,

Treat sold the home to Louisa T. Peirce,

whose late husband was granite baron

George Albert Peirce and whose great-

nephew Waldo Peirce became a well-

known painter. After the Peirces, the

house passed through many hands.

Though it has been vacant since the

1980s, Treat's initials remain etched in

the front doors'glass panels.

Why save it? The three-bedroom,

one-bath home reflects a unique

mix of Second Empire and ltalianate

details, including the original mansard

roof , arched windows and porch

embellishments, and elaborate plaster

moldings. lt sits on an acre of land in the

center of a quiet town of about 1,300

residents between Bangor and Belfast.

Wtrat it needs: The structure is sound,

but roof repairs and system updates are

needed. The kitchen is gutted, though
previous owners poured a foundation

for a new one. There are no zoning

restrictions, so a new owner could use

the house as a shop, a studio, or an office

with living quarters-or simply restore it

as a family home for another century and

a half of small-town living.
_NATALIA KNOCHOWSKI

I The 1864 house's exterior has original features of
both Second Empire (the mansard roof) and ltalianate
(the arched windows) styles. 3- Ornate archways
and double doors with carved-wood and etched-
glass details grace the front entry. .'i.- lnside, much
of the impressive front staircase remains, though
some loose balusters have been stored and await
reinstallation. 4 Elaborate plaster crown moldings in

the public rooms of the house are still in good shape.

Got a hoffse? lf you know of an old house that should be

saved and rs for sale.'arrite to savethisoldhouseh'timeinc.com or

This 0!d House. 135 V/est 50th Street, New York, NY 10020.

SHAREYOUR REMODEL
Enter your renovation in our Reader
Remodel Contest for a chance to win
a new pickup and cash. Post entries
at thisoldhouse.com/yourT0H

106 TTIISOLDHOUSE,COM Jmuary/February2013 FOR l\ilORE INFORt\,'lATlON, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 98
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