
)

I

t
t

.
r1

,
a

\

I
t
I
I.
t

I

I

E

.:,s..

f"

uPgradesDIY

I

EasY
\\

I

t

l^

3
I

ffir:l
G A B

f

u\

IreE
fl



T-

***-*j

I

l

*** l',

We're

S,li,r#,"T",

j.tP*g.g.

9oing to Flanarties together:,

I

I

'1*x)^_tt'
f"

7

7
il

o)
:* 4?

I

tr

;.: ..|.'.
a,;:,r,,:r;,, ir* .e&M

:1* ,*r
I

J

.,J

{
",/

r
f,

I

ia
I

I Hr
i

j
I

I

ihqr*
\ri-;r

ra

,{

{ yW",..

&-"** "-w

\
\

|.

.&

*i

b ..*.-rC"' ',

1t
&-+

..&. o' *
'',ri,'$ltt...

aLt
.c.

f



Contents
O 2014 THIS OLD HOUSE VENTURES, ]NC,
APRIL 2014 THIS OLD HOUSE APRIL 2014

z

=2

oo
6

o

-
2

o

o

o

I

o
9
o
o
I

Turnon
the charm

idea file
22 belote+after:

kitchen Centered around
a vintage sink and stove, a

redo blends the cook space
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A part of every moment.
For over 100 years, EVEREADY. has powered the things that entertain us, protect us
and take care of us. And because our batteries and flashlights are reliable, durable
and affordable, you can continue to rely on EVEREADY to safely power and light the
things that make your family smile,

EVERY FAMILY. EVERYWHERE. EVERY DAY. EVEREADY FOR L!FE.
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Letter FROM THIS OLD HOUSE

We'vedone
themathforyou

et kay, pin me down and I'll admit it: I'm more
of a word guy than a numbers guy." I said
this to my brother while we were deep into
another DIY project. He stared back at me

with that look that says, "The things you hear when you
don't have a clear shot with the hammer."

The fact that I had just measured a window for a

piece of trim, while he was manning the saw, and calied
out to him "28 and one little line and one big line past
the half-inch mark" didn't give me much of a defense.

No, I am definitely not a numbers person, which is

why I suppose, I'm writing this Letter From This Old
House rather than building a house, and in the picture
over there I'm not standing among boxes of stocks and
bonds and hundred-dollar bills but slouching amid piles
of pennies. To be honest, some days it's best for me to
recast the old adage "measure twice, cut once" into
"measure twice, cut once, repeat as necessary."

Which complicates both my job and home life, because a house is probably
more about numbers than anything else. In its design there is the mystical nature
of the golden ratio that when followed keeps a house's parrs, relative to the whole,
so pleasingly proportioned. In its buying there is the ineluctable calculus of mort-
gage and taxes and insurance to paycheck. And in its owning there is so much too:
the estimating of cubic feet of mulch needed to properly dress the garden beds; the
length of vacuum cord plus hose as a fraction of the room size (it's always a frac-
tion, isn't it?); and, perhaps most elemental, the distance in inches of how far from
the floor and how far out from the bowl one installs the toilet-paper holder.

Don't laugh-that's an important one. Who wants to be responsible for putting
such a fixture in the wrong place, dooming loved ones to a lifetime of bobbing and
weaving as they pluck at the free end of the roll?

I did not, when faced with installing one in our new bathroom. \7hich is why
I decided it was time to become more of a numbers person. The result: a story
our editors put together called " 64 Important Numbers Every Homeowner
Should Know," on page 74.It's one of those pieces that I think makeThis Old
House so special, telling you things you didn't even know you needed to know
until you knew them. Check it out. I'm sure you'll find it as useful as I did. In fact,
I'm willing to bet all my pennies on it.

^e
Are you a word person?
As you'll see on page 10 and in
the red boxes throughout this
month's magazine, our reader-
created issue is coming soon.
But in addition to our Search for
America's Best Remodel, we're
also looking for your stories. You
know, your renovation triumphs,
your DIY missteps, the amazing
feeling of accomplishment that
first night you and your family
slept underyour remodel's roof.
I know you've got'em. Wanna
share? E-mail me, and maybe
this page willfeature a Letter
From YOUR Old House. I'm at
scott@thisoldhouse.com.
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Reader mail
ilII

More prep space
Loved the kitchen on the cover ofJanu-
arylFebruary 2014 [and Before + After:
Kitchen]. We are planning to redo our
cottage kitchen. I love, and want, those
extra-deep countertops.

-GEORGIA CINQ-N/ARS. IVORRISVILLE. PA.

Globalappeal
Despite living on the most southerly tip
of Africa, I loue your magazine. We have
no old houses of similar calibre over
here, but there is nothing wrong with
dreaming about one and incorporating
elements into my home. Keep up your
great magazinel

-ADRI VENTER. JOHANNESBURG

Tipsforedge-gluing
In addition to Norm's methods for glu-
ing up several boards to keep them from
cupping [Norm's Tricks of the Trade,

READER
Privacyplanter

WHETHER DREAMING UP theperfect
kitchen or gluing up a tabletop, TOH readers

from qsfar awqy as SouthAfrico recently
shared insptration, tips, and thanks, qs well
qs qn ideal spring reader project.

January/February 201.41, I alternate the
direction of the end grain from piece to
piece. Also, I place wax paper on the
seams where the clamps are located to
simplify glue cleanup.

-DICK EDDY, WENHAN/, N/ASS,

Getting the most from TOH
TOH has become one of my favorite
magazines in the past few years and the
only magazine I read cover to cover. I also
signed up at thisoldhouse.com for one of
your free e-newsletters that send special
tips on a regular basis. Thank you for all
the helpful suggestions!

_JIM BOYER, CORUNNA, IND,

HOWTO REACH US
E-mai I TOH_letters@thisoldhouse.com.
Please rnclude your full name, address, and
phone number. Published letters are edited
for clarity and length.

JOE RICHARDS, NORTH CANTON, OHIO

A while back, you provided me with the plans
to make a prlvacyplanter as agilt for mywlfe
[below right ]. She is already asking for another
one. I wish I was the woodworker that my dad
was (he built hls house with his own hands), but
at leastyour projects give me some great ideas!

[Pind the how-to for the planter at
thisoldhouse.corn /apr 2 0 14. l
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BACK HOME.
STILL QUICK TO SERVE

THEIR COUNTRY.

Teom Rubicon is giving veterons

o new mission-to use the skills

ocquired in the militory to toke oction
the moment noturol disoster strikes.

From eorthquok+shoken Hoiti, to the

oftermoth of Superstorm Sondy, the

teom olwoys responds with speed,

strength, ond know-how.

Advil@ Relief in Action proudly
supports groups like Teom Rubicon

who use their expert skills on the

front lines of disosters worldwide.

'OIN 
THE ADV'L@ RELIEF

,N ACI'ON CAMPAIGN
#REL'EF'NACI'ON.
Leorn more ond discover
other volunteer stories ot
Focebook.com/Advil.
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TEAftI RUBICON
Mott Pelok, Elizobeth

O'Herrin, ond Andrew

. . Slevens ore.three of the
I 3,000 velerons who hove

loined Teom Rubicon
relief efforts.
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D igital thisotdhouse.com

Couldyoupe
ourwlnner?

UPLOAD PHOTOS OF YOUR HOUSE OR
ROOTV N/AKEOVER FOR A CHANCE AT

,

IN
CASH
PRIZES

Go to thisoldhouse.com /yourTOH for the entry form or to see the competition.

$1
TABLET

Bonusfeatures
Discover extra content in
our digital edition, including
more photos from the retro
kitchen remodeland the
Craftsrnan house renovation,
a video showing how to build
a rain barrel, and seasonal
questions in Ask This Old
House. Download your copy
at thisoldhouse.com/tablet

MOST POPULAR VIDEO

Howtorefinish
hardwoodfloors
ln our most-watched

how-to, ThisOld House
general contractor

Tom Silva goes over
the steps for applying a
newfinish to old wood.

See how he does it at
thisoldhouse.com/

apr2OL4

facebook.coml
thisoldhouse

*

m @ v
pinterest.com/
thisoldhouse

IO THIsoLDHoUsE.coM APRII,2ol4
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THE COZIEST PLACES DON'T ALWAYS

HAVE TO BE INSIDE YOUR HOME.

FR
a HI

Create an alluring outdoor retreat with the warmth and ambiance of a one-of-a-kind handcrafted

Eldorado Stone fire bowl. They're available in contemporary and traditional styles-perfect for

keeping friends and family cozy on cool nights. To learn more, visx EldoradoOutdootcomlfirebowls.

ELDORADO STONE

ELDORADOSTONE,COM 800,925.]49]
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Checklist

[]] Check washer hoses:
To avoid costly f looding,
look for cracks and bulges in
washer hoses and replace if
there's any sign of wear,

tl Reseed bare patches:
Fill bald spots by raking and
sprinkling with garden soil and
grass seed. Water regularly to
keep seeds moist.

tr Fix driveway cracks: Winter
ice can cause or broaden
cracks in concrete driveways.
For narrow gaps, apply a
masonry crack filler; in wider
ones, use patching mortar.

[.] Clean and sealyour
fireplace: Keep critters from
holing up in your chimney by
closing up your flue untilfall.
Then schedule a cleaning and
inspection-you can often get
lower rates in the off-season.

fl Replace your AC filter:
Before turning on your AC
this spring, change the
filter so that it runs with
maximum efficiency.

D Clean your doormat Dirty
mats are less effective at
trapping dust and debris. Use
a vacuum to clean out caked-
in dirt so mats are ready for
muddy spring shoes.

APRIL 2014

Ef Primegardenbeds
Help set yourself up for a
successful planting season
bygettinggarden beds
squared away before you dig
in. Clear away any debris left
over from the winter, as
well as any weeds, before
spreading I to 2 inches of
compost over the soil to
boost nutrient value. Use a

cultivator or garden fork to
mix this into the top 3 to 4
inches of soil, then rake the
bed smooth before you sow
seeds or put in plants.

E Prep your pressure washer
Before dusting it offfor another round ofoutdoor spring cleaning,
make sure ifs up to snuffwith these steps: l- Replace the air filter
to keep dirt and debris from getting into the engine. 2- Change the
oil so that itt fresh for the season. 3- Clean the water inlet screen
with dish soap and a smallbrush to make sure it's not clogged,

Easy ways to
improveyourhome

rightnow

[*l Recycle better
Celebrate Earth Dai; on April 22 by
relwing up your family's recycling
practices. Make sure to u'ash plastic
or glass containers before adding
them to the bin, and pay attention
to products'recycling numbers and
colors. Requirements I'ary, by area,
so to learnwhat makes the cut in
your cityvisit earth9Il.com.

o.

n Inspectyournest
April is National Home lnspection month-and
just because you already own your home, don't
think you're off the hook. lf you've lived in your
home five years or more, call in a pro to make the

rounds. Of particular
interest: electrical
systems, which
might be out of date,
and unfinished
basements and
crawl spaces, which
can succumbto
moisture or pests.
Visit ashi.com to find
a certified inspector
in your area.
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from Maruin

TOP-DOWN, BOTTOM-UP, SIDE TO SIDE. JUST LOOK AT ALL THE WAYS

SHADES FROM MARVIN CAN OPEN UP A ROOM'S POSSIBILITIES

Experience a reoolutionary innoaation capable of changing the way you see the world. Marain Shades are the

result of four generations of ingenuity, and feature the only integrated solution az,ailable anywhere, seamlesshl

blending into existing utindows and doors and the ozterall aesthetic of your home. Aprecise fit contributes eoen

more beauty, while also prcoenti,tg ttirtually all light from seeping in. And they operate uith ease,

prooiding you as much priuacy and light as you desire. Explore the potential of a room with Marain Shades.

SrutrS

mARVtNr{
!\indows ""d Doors

Built around you.

Eind the fit that uill enhance your home at MARVIN.COM/SHADES

ej2011 Mnrt'ilt lNindou's utd Doors. A/l ri.q/rls rrsrrrtd. (ORc,qisld/.d ltndrilnrk o.f l,lart'in Wirdoa,s and Doors.'t-800-2o8-7644
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Rust-Oleum Restore 10X is a revolutionary, easy-to-apply repair coating that's 10 times thicker than paint. And it's
guaranteed for life. Even in places like Fernandina Beach, Florida, where their boardwalks are subjected to extreme
weather and tons of punishing traffic. So if it works there, just imagine what it can do for your deck at home. Don't
rebuild. Apply the coating that renews AND repairs, Rust-Oleum Restore 10X.

RUST.OLEUM' RustOleum Restore.com
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iOUSES i COOLTOOLS I SPRINGUPKEEP I NIFTYIDEA I MORE

Evenwhen furniture finds from
the attic, the curb, or a neighbor's
tag sale are in really rough shape,
they often yield drawers that can
be repurposed in a one-of-a-kind
storage piece. To make the one
here, we built plyvood boxes
sized to each drawer, finished the
front edges with iron-on edge
banding, and put two strips of
nylon tape on the inside bottoms
to act as drawer glides. Forvisual
punch, we stackedtheboxes in a
stepped arrangement, seculed
them with wood screws, and
added turned legs from the home
center. Acoat of white paint gives

the piece a cohesive look, while
strategic hits of color (Benjamin
Moore's Anderson Blue and
Mellou'Yellorv) brighten it up.

Go for au'himsical mix of knobs
and pulls, and you've got a mash-
up with real appeal.
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Patntcans
Clever ideas for these metal pails, whether you've got
an emptied leftover* or a pristine home-eenter buy

l.Mixconcrete
for small jobs. The
handle makes it easy
to pour when patching
small holes.

2>Shadealamp.
Snip off the handle of
a large can with wire
cutters; remove the
bottom with a can
opener. Drillsmall
holes in the metal sides,
following any design
you like, then paint. Cut
a disk out of hardware
cloth to fit snugly inside
the can; cut a smaller
circle, large enough to fit
a lamp socket without a
harp, out of the disk's
center. Fit the disk inside
the can. Rest the shade
on the socket.

3> Storepencils
orbrushes. Place
adhesive-backed

magnets on the bottoms
of small paint cans (use
a hot-glue gun for extra
hold). Attach to an
inexpensive magnetized
knife strip on the wall.

4--Makeabag
dispenser. Cuta
circular hole in the lid of
a large paint can, and file
any sharp edges. Stash
a roll ofgarbage bags in
the can, pulling the free
end through the hole.

5- Buildawinerack.
Remove the tops and
bottoms of quart-size
cans with a can opener.

Connect several cans
laid side by side using
heavy-duty glue or epoxy
adhesive. Stack more
cans on top of them in an
artfulway and glue in
place. Use clothespins or
binder clips to secure
them untilthe glue dries.

6> Assenrble abird
feeder. Remove the
lid and tie sturdy twine
around the middle of the
can to hang sideways.
Glue a 4-inch section of
a3/rc-inch wood dowel
to the bottom lip ofthe
can to form a perch.
Add birdseed and hang.

7> Stabilize atiki
torch. Fill a large paint
can with sand or gravel,
and stick a garden torch
in the middle.

8> Organrize
ownertsmanuals.
Lay a row of large paint
cans side by side on a
shelf in the garage to
store booklets.

9>Lightupapath.
To make decorative
luminaries, drill holes in
pint-size cans, making a
pattern. Place a votive
candle in each can.

10>Fashiona
harrgingplanter.
Drill three drainage holes
inthe bottom of alarge
can (handle removed)
and three in the sides
near the top to thread
with sash chain. Add
potting soil, then plant
petunias or other similar
draping plants.

M -KATIEASKEW

MORE 10 USES
Find more smart
uses for leftovers

this

xWhen cleaning out latex paint cans for reuse, follow
municipal guidelines for disposing of paint responsibly.
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A sUltsh laundry roomfor $ S 7
White cabinets, pale aqua walls, and horizontal batten
detailing give a cave-like space a bright new look

I

THE
PROJECT
TALLY
Removed a cabinet door
fora more open look.....S(/

Created wainscoting
using 372-inch-wide
MDFstrips nailed up
horizontally..... ........... $ 3O

Painted the cabinets
and bottom portion
of the walls with leftover
white paint....................'f f '

Distressed the cabinets
using sandpaperand
scrapbooking ink she
had on hand, to create
a vintage effect............ $f-r

Added a pop of color
on the upper walls
and ceilingwith blue-
green paint ................. o'.3.5

Made a holder using scrap
wood and coat hooks
to store the family's
ironing board.............. Si',

Hung a sign above the
cabinets made with wood
and a stick-on decal ......9/(r

rorAl . ..$87

BEFORE

a
BEFORE The cramped closet-
size space was overpowered

by orangey oak cabinets.
AFTER White wainscoting

brightens the room while open
shelves help give the space

breathing room. A DIY holder
(shown below) keeps the

ironing board off the floor
but still within reach.

(reD....

IIARDWORKING LALINDRYROOMS often get the short end of the
stick style-wise. That was the case at Jennifer and Michael Mead's
house, in Kennewick, Washington, where the tiny utility space felt dim
and claustrophobic. To lighten its look, Jenniferfirst removed the
room's swingingdoorto open it up, then removed the middle door
to the bank of cabinets above the machines. Next, she created
wainscoting by lacking3Yz-inch-wide medium-density f iberboard
(tt/DF) stripstothe bottom portion of the wall, orientingit horizontally.

She painted the boards, the lowerwall, and the cabinets a creamywhite. Distressingthe cabinet details and
edges with sandpaper and darkening the exposed wood with an ink pad gave them an aged patina. Above
the wainscoting, the walls and ceiling got a coat of soft blue-green. A DIY rack stores the ironing board in a

convenient, out-of-the-way spot, and the redo gives everyone more breathing room."lt all makes the
space feel so much larger," Jennifer says. "Now it actuallyfeels good to be doing laundry." -uecnN BAKER

EsO.ITDF
ta

THRIFTY,
AREYOU?

Enteryour redo in our
America's Best Remodel
Contest for a chance to
win cash prizes. Blipp this
page or go to thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

FOR MORE INFORI\,4ATION. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 96
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Thankengineering
upgrades forgivingthe
old-fashionedmanual
moweraddedtraction.
Alongwithfume- and
fuel-free exercise, the
latestmodels offer
owners of small, tidy
lawns sha4lercuts and
more cutting-height
choices. Newfeafures
also allowmowersto
roll more smoothlyand
handle more nimbly
thanthe clunkers of
yesteryear. AII this adds
up to ahealthierlawn
and less work. Read on
for five ways to compare
modelsbefore deciding
whichfancyclipperto
letloose inyouryard.

CHECKOUTTHE
BLADESAND REEL
Thicker, heavier steel blades,
like those on this 44-pound
model, add powerand can
slice through dense grass,
weeds, and small twigs that
can jam other mowers. This
one's blades can go six-plus
years between sharpenings
because a minuscule gap
prevents them from directly
striking the cutting bar,
so they experience less
wear and tear.

KICKTHETIRES
Small front wheels make
for easier maneuvering
and, in this case, help ease
height adjustment by the
lever in front. lnset wheels
allow the blades to extend
across the mower, so you
can make a close cut along
walls and edges.

MEASURETHESHAVE
Some types of turfgrass are
healthier when kept up to
about 4 inches tall. We like the
model shown because, unlike
some reel mowers, it adlusts
to cut grass to that height. The
reel raises easily by adjusting
the lever to one of nine
positions, starting at 1. inch,
while keeping the blades in the
optimal position for cutting.

WATCHYOURSHOES
Clippings typically land on
your feet. With this model, the
cuttings neatly f ly forward.

TESTTHE HANDLE
It should be comfortable and
adjustable and allow for a
smooth tip up in front when
turning a corner. Popping a
wheelie won't make mowing
pure fun, but when it comes
to lawn chores, every little bit
helps. -DEBORAH BALDWIN

Shown: Fiskars StaySharp
Itl a x Reel M ower, $250 ; f iska rs. com

I8 THISOLDHOUSE,COM APRIL 2OI4
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Clever garden geqr
There's no shortage of well-made tools and gadgets, but
every now and then an inventor steps up with an ingenious idea.
Witness these four creative problem- solving devices 4I

;
T

When a crack is
cause for worry

u1ffi+.er.*r':ri! -

Velcro
closure

shuts out
spiders!

I
Complete with
polyurethane tires
that won't go flat, this
convertible cart makes
light work of hauling
bricks and flowerpots,
but it can also convert
to a dolly that can move
appliances weighing up
to 300 pounds. Bonus:
The cart tips up to store
vertically, so it won't
take up much shed
space. Worx AeroCart,
$160: worx.com

2
With a watertight
compartment to store
granular fertilizer,
ergonomic handles, a

built-in measuring cup
and tablespoon, and
marks that indicate the
fill level for 1 and 2
gallons, this watering
can consolidates your
load and reduces your
trips to the shed. And
it's got a spot to stash
yourgloves, too. The U

CAN wateringcan, $30;
theucanbrand.com

3
Dark corners of potting
sheds and garages
are prime places for
spiders to lurk, and
some species can
cause painful-and
downright dangerous-
bites. The cuffs on
these smart gloves seal
shut with Velcro strips
so that when the gloves
are stored, creepy-
crawlies can't hide
in the recesses.
Spidex Gloves, $19;
spidexgloves.com
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WATERING
CAN

ANTI-BUG
GLOVES

,rl HELP FOR
t neew LTFTTNG

Designed to carry up
to 40 pounds, this
practical clip is perfect
for sealing and lifting
hefty bags of mulch
orcharcoal. Fora
controlled, spill-f ree
pour, simply slide the
clip to one side, lift the
bag by the handle,
and tilt the bottom up.
Handy Camel Bag Clip,
$15; thehandycamel
.com for stores

_ANN E. STRATTON

E

Y
FL

April's warmer temps are a welcome
sign of spring, but ground thaw
can wreak havoc on your home's
foundation. ln the winter, frozen
soil swells, slightly raising your
house. When the ground thaws,
the structure can come back down
at different rates, causing uneven
settling. But not all fissures are
cause for alarm. Take a tour of your
home to suss out areas of concern.

> INSIDE lf windows and doors are
not closing or frequently get stuck,
it's an indication that they are out
of square, which happens when a

house shifts. Also look for cracked
tiles and sagging f loors.

> OUTSIDE Check for gaps in the
window trim, one of the first places
you'll see damage. Look at the
roof line: if you see a gap in the frieze
board-the outertrim right below
the roof-your home may experience
wall rotation. Got a brick facade?
Stair-step cracks in masonry that
are one-quarter inch or wider are
a telltale sign of movement.

> BELOW GRADE Pressure from
soil and water outside can cause
basement walls to bow in, leading to
a major red flag: a horizontal crack,
usually about 4 feet up f rom the f loor.

> IFYOU SPOTTROUBLE Calla
foundation repair experl or a
structural engineering consultant,
who will bring data-collection
equipment that can detect srgnif icant
changes. The good news: These
evaluations are often free'r. 

BRUNNER



I

ENDLESS SUMMER

WA

I

./

r" ql]I

"d.-I-

Ia

7t; G ..*i\m
. 1-,t/n-^
J.

rf
,tF tu,

ils.
t

In
e!

d rc,=
,,l}

f

q

-:

f I

L

E!{

uffiq

r L-

1*rry

i"

7

4rd

&
f:j

ENDLESS EASE

LI
ftE

.i;n {

m&

7

':tLF

r

aENDLESS COLOR deat

I

7' E
t;

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES
*<-

E
.-ta

,'
\r\

,
I

A.
L'!

t

a1

7r-l T
)

I

-/

{

T
r'!

/

€ts
k"\-/I

'L

::orrGcTtOd

-9:
1..*rJ3,.rrler

The originol, best-selling collection of hordy, re-blooming hydrongeos for beoutiful blossoms oll srrnm". long. EndlessSummerBlooms.com



home solutions nifiyidea

Preoore to be Bloomstrurk"r-__,

Hang a collectton

lntroducing the lotest oddition

to the Endless Summer'Collection.
Explosive color. Abundont bloomr.

Distinctive ruby *ems.
L"orn mor. obout BloomStruck*

ond the entire collection ot
EndlesSummerBlooms.co-.

The Originol

Twist-n-Shout'

Blushing Bride
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When it comes to gallery-style groupings, no need to
lirnit yourself to photographs and paintings. Here, we
createrl a unique wall display with I'intage license
plates, but you can use the same basic approach to
hang anything from textiles to dinnerware: Trace a
template for each object (top right) onto kraft paper-
newspaperalso works in a pinch-and cut them out.
Arrange thc templates on the floor until you find a
composition you like; ours is in a windmill pattern.
Transfer the arrangement to the wall, gently adhering
the templates rvith painter's tape (bottom right). Make
sure you're happywith the spacing and the height of
the entire group; the center ofthe grouping should be
at eye level. To hangthe items, drive fasteners halhvay
in, right through the template. Tear offthe paper and
secure the items. Then standbackand admire. You've
elevatedyourcollectibles in awhole newway.

-M. BRUNNER
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Retro redo
Avintage stove and sink help a couple create a kitchen that's in sync
with their 19 3Os house By JEANNE HUBER + pHorocnApHs By MARK LoHMAN

1f, MANYANOLDER home
Y ior.r rrs cnarm once you ser

foot in the kitchen. Details lost in
an effort to modernize turn into
holy grails for owners down the
line. For Sharon Lovejoy andJeff
Prostovich, turning back the clock
in the cook space oftheir 1930s

house, in San Luis Obispo,
California, started with a couple

of lucky shopping finds.
The existing 1980s kitchen had

an awkward breakfast nook and
bland white cabinets with ceramic-
tile counters. In search of a more
authentic look, the couple took a
trip to a salvage yard that yielded

the perfect apron sink. At a nearby

antiques store they unearthed a

vintage stove. Starting with what

Jeff calls "these two big anchors,"
and a nearly square open floor
space, he worked out a layout to
blend traditional style with modern
practicalities, tucking dishwasher
drawers and a stainless-steel

refrigerator into simple, Shaker-

style cabinets. The resulting space

has earned the couple the best

compliment of all. "Some visitors
don't even know the kitchen was
remodeled," says Jeff. "They think
it's the same vintage as the house."

BEFORE A colorful
backsplash drew attention
away from drab white
cabinets and counters.
AFTER The redesign evolved
around two vintage pieces:
a farm sink patented in 1923
and a 1950s-era O'Keefe &
Merritt six-burner range.
Open shelves turn everyday
dishes into an artful display.
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. before +after:
kltchen

A custom cabinet, with
rounded corners to

match the apron sink,
holds two dishwasher

drawers installed at
either end. Dlshwasher

drawers: Fisher & Paykel

ln place of a cramped
breakfast nook are low
shelves and a rocking
chair-perfect for
perusing recipe books or
chatting with the cook.

before
The poorlyplanned

space featured a half-
wallenclosure around

the breakfast nook.

after
The unimpeded, almost square
footprint, with a 6-foottable inthe
center, feels much more spacious.

-4: --t--
open to
dining room

1l Set the stove
between ample

countertops
where the

cooktop
had been.

to hallway

------ openshelves

fridge

---' I

+
opento
diningroom

tray slots

ranSe

d/w
drawer

8l Used open
shelves around
the stove to
display dishware.

,41 Centered
the sink below
a window and
added dishwasher
drawers to
either side.

5l Created a cozy
sitting area with a
rocker and low
bookshelves-

to hallway micro cooktop

oven

fridge

half wall
with cabinets

laundry
closet r

to porch

sink

d/w

sink

d/w

u

drawer

built-in
benches

pantry
cabinets

o

a
=z
:<

az
o
oo

to

t

24 THISOLDHOUSE.COM APRIL 2Or4

a

a

I I
,1

L*

,,-..1

k

D
tk
it')

+'-
?

t\

;Ymffiir'

Bl' I

L
..,

t1\

-t

_-d

2llnstalleda--
bank oftall

cabinets with
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tucking in the
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a tidy look.
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. before +after:
kitchen

A custom cabinet, with
rounded corners to

match the apron sink,
holds two dishwasher

drawers installed at
either end. Dlshwasher

drawers: Fisher & Paykel

ln place of a cramped
breakfast nook are low
shelves and a rocking
chair-perfect for
perusing recipe books or
chatting with the cook.

before
The poorlyplanned

space featured a haU-
wallenclosure around

the breakfast nook.

after
The unimpeded, almost square
footprint, with a 6-foot table inthe
center, feels much more spacious.

A-
-l--
open to
dining room

il Set the stove .
between ample

countertops
where the

cooktop
had been.

2l lnstalled a

bank oftall
cabinets with

rollout shelves,
tucking in the

counter-depth
refrigerator for

a tidy look.

to hallway

fridge

tray slots

3l Used open
shelves around
the stove to
display dishware.

..41 Centered
the sink below
a window and
added dishwasher
drawers to
either side.

5l Created a cozy
sitting area with a
rocker and low
bookshelves.

4\
=l= =

open to
dining room

to hallway micro cooktop

0ven

fridge

laundry
closet built-in

benches

to

sink

d/w

d/w
drawer

d/w
drawerhalf wall

with cabinets
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For peopte with a higher risk of stroke due to
Atrial Fibrittation (AFib) not caused by
a heart valve problem

I was taking warfarin. But I wondered,
coutd I shoot for something better?

L ELIQUlS reduced the risk of stroke better than warfarin.

2 ELIQUIS had Less major bteeding than warfarin.

3 Un[ike warfarin, there's no routine btood testing.

ELIQUIS and other blood thinners increase the risk of bteeding which can be serious,
and rarety may tead to death.

Ask your doct if ELIQUIS is right for you

ELIQUIS is a prescription medicine used to reduce the risk of stroke and blood clots in people who have atrial
fibrillation, a type of irregular heartbeat, not caused by a heart valve problem.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:
. Do not stop taking ELIQUIS without talking to the doctor
who prescribed it for you. Stopping ELIQUIS increases your
risk of having a stroke. ELIQUIS may need to be stopped,
prior to surgery or a medical or dental procedure. Your
doctor witt telt you when you should stop taking ELIQUIS
and when you may start taking it again. lf you have to
stop taking ELIQUIS, your doctor may prescribe another
medicine to help prevent a blood clot ftom forming.

. ELIQUIS can cause bleeding which can be serious, and
rarely may lead to death.

. You may have a higher risk of bleeding if you take ELIQUIS
and take other medicines that increase your risk of bleeding,
such as aspirin, NSA|Ds, warfarin (COUMADIN@), heparin,
SSRIs or SNRls, and other blood thinners. Tel[ your doctor
about all medicines, vitamins and supplements you take.
White taking ELIQUIS, you may bruise more easily and it
may take longer than usual for any bleeding to stop.

. Get medicalhetp right away if you have any of these signs or
symptoms of bleeding:

- unexpected bleeding, or bleeding that lasts a long
time, such as unusual bteeding from the gums;
nosebleeds that happen often, or menstrual or
vaginal bteeding that is heavier than normal

- bleeding that is severe or you cannot control
- red, pink, or brown urine; red or black stools (looks like tar)
- coughing up or vomiting btood or vomit that tooks tike

coffee grounds
- unexpected pain, swelling, or joint pain; headaches,

feeting dizzy or weak

r ELIQUIS is not for patients with artificial heart valves.

r Before you take EL|QUlS, te[[ your
kidney or liver problems, any other
condition, or ever had bleeding

doctor if you have:

Tet[ your doctor if you are pregnant or breastfeeding, or
plan to become pregnant or breastfeed.

r Do not take ELIQUIS if you currently have certain types
of abnormaI bleeding or have had a serious atlergic
reaction to ELIQUIS. A reaction to ELIQUIS can cause hives,
rash, itching, and possibly trouble breathing. Get medical
hetp right away if you have sudden chest pain or chest
tightness, have sudden swelling of your face or tongue,
have trouble breathing, wheezing, or feeling dizzy or faint.

You ore encouroged to report negative side effects of
p re scri pti o n d rugs to th e FDA. Vi sit www.fd o.gov /n edwatch,
or coll t-8oo-FDA-to88.

Please see additional lmportant Product lnformation on the
adjacent page.

lndividual results may vary.

Visit ELIQUIS.COM
or call L-855-ELIQUIS

@2013 Bristot-Myers Squibb Company
432US13SRo1723-02-01 09/13
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IMPORTANT Eliouis. t
tapixaba'n)tabtets / 

uFACTS ONLY

The information below does not take the place of tatkinE with your healthcare professional. 0n[y your healthcare professional knows
the specifics of y_our condition and how etiqUts'may fit Tnto your overatt therapy. Tatk to your hda[thcare professiohat if you have any
questions about ELlQUlS (pronounced ELL eh kwiss).

What is the most important information
I shoutd know about EtlQUlS (apixaban)?

Do not stop takinE ELIQUIS without tatking
to the doctor who prescribed it for you.
StoppinE ELIQUIS increases your risk of having
a stroke. ELIQUIS may need to be stopped, prior

to surgerv or a medical or dental procedure.

Your doctor wi[[ tett you when you shoutd stop
taking EL|QU|S and when you may start taking
it again, lf you have to stop taking ELIQUIS, your

doctor may prescribe another medicine to he[p
prevent a btood clot from forming.

ELIQUIS can cause bteeding which can be

serious, and rarely may lead to death. This is

because EL|QUlS is a blood thinner medicine
that reduces btood clotting.

You may have a higher risk of bteeding if you

take ELIQUIS and take other medicines that
increase your risk of bteeding, such as aspirin,
nonsteroidaI anti-inflammatory drugs (catled

NSA|Dr, warfarin (C0UMADIN@), heparin,
seLective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (55Rls) or
serotonin norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors
(SNRls), and other medicines to hetp prevent

or treat blood ctots.

Tel[ your doctor if you take any of these
medicines. Ask your doctor or pharmacist if you

are not sure if your medicine is one listed above.

White taking ELIQUIS:

o loU rTld! bruise more easi[y

. it may take longer than usual for any bteeding

to stop

Ca[[ your doctor or Eet medicat hetp right
away if you have any of these signs or
symptoms of bteeding when takinE ELIQUIS:

. unexpected bteeding, or bLeeding that [asts

a long time, such as:

. unusual bteeding from the gums

. nosebleeds that happen often

. menstruaI bteeding or vaginaI bteeding
that is heavier than normal

. bteeding that is severe or you cannot control

. red, pink, or brown urine

. red or black stools (tooks tike tar)

. cough up btood or btood clots

. voffiit btood or your vomit tooks [ike coffee
grounds

. unexpected pain, swetting, orjoint pain

. headaches, feeting dizzy or weak

ELIQUlS (apixaban) is not for patients with
artificiat heart valves.

What is EtlQUlS?

ELIQUIS is a prescription medicine used to reduce
the risk of stroke and btood clots in peopte who
have atrial fi brittation.

It is not known if ELIQUIS is safe and effective
in chitdren.

Who shoutd not take EtlQUlS?

Do not take ELIQUIS if you:

. currently have certain types of abnormaI
bteeding

. have had a serious atlergic reaction to ELIQUIS.

Ask your doctor if you are not sure

What shoutd ltetl my doctor before taking
EUQUTS?

Before you take ELIQUIS, tell your doctor if
y0u:

. have kidney or liver probtems

. have an1l other medicaI condition

. have ever had bteeding problems

. are pregnant or ptan to become pregnant. lt
is not known if ELIQUIS wil[ harm your
unborn baby

. are breastfeeding or ptan to breastfeed. lt is
not known if ELIQUIS passes into your breast
mitk. You and your doctor shou[d decide if
you witt take ELIQUIS or breastfeed. You
shou[d not do both

Tett att ofyour doctors and dentists that you are

taking ELIQUIS. They shoutd talk to the doctor
who prescribed ELIQUlS for you, before you have
any surgery, medica[ or dentaI procedure.

Te[[ your doctor about a[[ the medicines you
take, includinE prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, vitamins, and herbaI
supplements. Some of your other medicines
may affect the way ELIQUIS works. Certain
medicines may increase your risk of bteeding
or stroke when taken with ELIQUIS.

How should I take EtlQUlS (apixaban)?
Take ELIQUIS exactly as prescribed by your
doctor. Take ELIQUIS twice every day with or
without food, and do not change your dose or
stop taking it unless your doctor tetls \/ou to.
lf you miss a dose of ELIQUIS, take it as soon
as you remember, and do not take more than
one dose at the same time. Do not run out of
ELIQUIS. Refitt your prescription before you
run out. StoppinE ELIQUIS may increase your
risk of having a stroke.

What are the possible side effects of
ELTQUTS?

. See "What is the most important infor-
mation I shoutd know about EUQUIS?"

. ELIQUIS can cause a skin rash or severe
atlergic reaction. Cal[ your doctor or get
medical hetp right away if you have any of
the fottowing symptoms:
. chest pain or tightness
. swetling of your face or tongue
. trouble breathing or wheezing
. feeting dizzy or faint

Te[[ your doctor if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

These are not at[ ofthe possibte side effects of
ELIQUIS. For more information, ask your doctor
or pharmacist.

Catt your doctor for medica[ advice about side
effects. You may report side effects to FDA at
1-800-FDA-1088.

This is a brief summary of the most important
information about ELIQUIS. For more infor-
mation, tatk with your doctor or pharmacist,
catt 1-855-ELIQUIS (1-855-354-7847), or go to
www.ELlQUlS.com.

Manufactured by:

Eristo[-M\/ers Squibb Company
Princeton, New Jersey 08543 USA
Marketed by:

Bristot-Myers Squibb Company
Princeton, New Jersey 08543 USA

and

Pfizer lnc
New York, New York 10017 USA

C0UMADIN@ is a trademark of Bristot-Myers Squibb
Pharma Company.

ffi Brirtol-Myers Squibb 4@
ffi Brirtol-Myurc Squibb I narrrrur ASstsrANcE FouNDATtoN
This independent, nan-prafrt arganization provides assistance to quaLifying patients with frnancial hardship who
generaLly have no prescription insurance. Cantact LBA1-7j6-a043 ar visit www,bmspaf,org for more information.

O 2013 Bristol-MVers Squibb Company
ELlQUlS and the ELlQUlS logo are trademarks of Bristot'Myers Squibb CompanV.

Based 0n 1289808 / 1298500 / 1289807 / 1e95958
December 2012
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. I{EED HEIP
WITHAPROJECT?
Tune in to Ask This Old House

as we travel across the country to help homeowners tackle everyday
home improvement problems.

And be sure to watch full-length, current episodes at
th isoldhouse.comlwatchtoh

-

E-

Exclusivetyon OprS presented by @
For local listings, visit thisoldhouse.com./tvschedule
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Artistry in everY detail.
Take whatever inspires you and create an outdoor living space that's a true

work of art. Choose from our full palette of l7 luxurious colors that resemble

the richness of real wood, but with unparalleled scratch and stain resistance'

Low-maintenance AZEK decking allows you to entertain, celebrate and

unwind confident that your home is a unique expression of you'

To create your masterpiece, visit AZEK.com/deckdesigner
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From cold to comfy
Wainscoting, moldings, and a soothing color scheme add character
to a bland bedroom By JrLL coNNoRs + pHorocRApHS By LrsA RoMERETN
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A CAI,L If ACASE of the "builder's-special blues." 'When Larry Burns and his wife bought
E their 1980s condo, in southern cafilornia, the bedroom was a bare box with, pop.o.-,
ceiling, the original wall-to-wall carpeting, and a nondescript fireplace. So they called in
interior designer Beth Bynon to give it makeover. The 1,4-by-24-foot space also had a "bowling
alley" footprint, says Bynon, which was interrupted only by an oddly angled corner with two
large windows and a ceiling that suddenly rose several feet, just beyond the fireplace.

out went the carpeting, replaced by white oak flooring, while wainscoting and crown
molding went in to wrap the room. Where plain-Jane tiles once formed a lackluster fireplace
surround, Bynon used oversize linen-texture porcelain tile, extending it all the way to the
ceiling. She filled the awkward window nook with a built-in bench seat and devised a quasi arch
to conceal where the ceiling height bumps up. "Now there's definition between the sleeping
and sitting areas," says the designer, who furnished the space with shades of cream, beige, and
soft blue-green. "It is much more aesthetically pleasing and comfortable now," says Larry. one
(more) reason: That telltale popcorn ceiling is neatly hidden under a fresh layer of drywall.
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BEFORE The 198Os bedroom
was a plain box with old

carpeting, a dinky fireplace
surround, and a popcorn

ceiling. AFTER Millwork
details, wood floors, and a

stylized arch give the room
architectural interest.

Oakfloor: Mullican
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* before +after:
bedroom

Ceiling-high tile and glass
doors give the old gas

fireplace more presence.
A large-scale pendant

now lights the sitting area.
Pendant: Shades of Light

Drawers built into the base of the window seat
are particularly useful in a master suite where
the only closet is located in the bath. Custom
cabinetry: Southwest Contempo. Pull: Pottery Barn

before
The room'slong,

narrow footprint had
afewoddangles.

after
A clever built-inand
other desi.gn solutions
disguise the space's
awkwardfeatues.

ll Made the fireplace
more of a focal

point by adding
doors and creating

a floor-to-ceiling
fireplace surround.

2l Preserved a

comfortableflow
in the space by

positioningthe bed
and other furniture
along the long wall

away from the doors.

3l Built in a bench
seat to f ill an oddly
angled cornerjust
beyond the fireplace

'41 Added a quasi-
arch detail where
the ceiling height
suddenly changes,
defining a seating
area separate from
the sleeping area.

5I Used generously
sized bedside
tables to balance
the king-size bed
and provide
needed storage.

a

o
=

oz

o
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to balcony

dresser

nightstand

nightstand

fireplace

to hallway

to master bath

built-in
seating

to balcony

fireplace

to hallway

to master bath

32 THISOLDHOUSE.COM APRIL2OI4
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pro advice

BETH BYNON. DESIGNER
OCEANSIDE, CALIF
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The designer came up with
a drywalled quasi arch to
conceal a change in ceiling
height and to separate the
seating and sleeping areas. E

The room's pale blue-green
walls, creamy white paneling,

neutral furnishings, and natural
wood floor add up to a soothing,

beach-inspired color palette. I
FOR MORE INFORI',4ATlON. SEE DtRECTORy. pAGE 96
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The curved cap, wall-
frame, and base moldings
of the wainscoting help
soften the rectangular
space. Creamy white
furniture pieces set
against it blend in rather
than stand out. Lamp:
HomeGoods

I

r\1 €

I

REMODEL

Enter your
bedroom redo in
ourAmerica's Best
Remodel Contest
for a chance to win
cash prizes. Blipp
this page orgo
tothisoldhouse
.com./yourTOH

G'U
SHARE
YOUR



Stock ffm Custom.

Change for the better.
Switch and you could save with GEICO.

com I 1-800-?47-&UTO I local office

GiEICCI.
r

ll

Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway lnc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko @1999-2014. @ 2014 GEICO
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An i mal-pri nt wal I paper
No, we're not talking leopard spots. Here, 12 cheekyways to take
a walk on the wild side sy MeceN sAKrn * pHorocRApHS ByyuNHEE KrM

ffi\
t tt

1f, WE KNOW IT'S a jungle out
Y rnaaa, Dut ln tne comtort
of your own home, life doesn't
always need to be so serious. Wall
coverings featuring creatures of
land, sea, and sky tap into both
your sense of style and your sense

of fun. Pick some pedigreed
pooches to liven up the powder
room, or transform a white-box
bedroom with a little help from
T. rex andPteranodon. Create a
focal wall in the study with a

sophisticated tortoiseshell repear,

or line the walls of a walk-in closet
with lovebirds. Vhy not explore
some uncovered territory? We've
got a dozen playful options here
to put you on the right track.
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l>wildkingdom
BREWSTER

Made of: Sheet vinyl
Highlights: Stars of the
savanna stand out on sunny
orange. $68 for a 56-sq.-ft.
roll; brewsterwallcovering
.com for dealers

I

2> flyingfish
ABNORMALS ANONYMOUS

Uncoated paper
Bold blowfish

come in four colors; inks
are VOC-free. $10 per sq.
ft.; abnormalsanonymous
.com for retailers
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3> shellgame
THIBAUT
Made of: Coated paper
Highl ights: HieroglyPh-
like turtles offer a subtle
take on the animal trend.
$52 for a 3O-sq.-ft. roll;
thibautdesign.com
for dealers

5> forthebirds
AIMEE WILDER

Made of:Coated paper
Highlights: Pretty love-
birds are silk-screened
by hand; excess inks and
fibers are all recycled.
$18O for a 3o-sq.-ft. roll;
aimeewilder.com

4> cattales
SANDERSON STUDIOS

Made of: Uncoated paper
Highlights: These
black cats are adapted
from a 1930s textile
design. About $90
for a 34-sq.-ft. roll;
decoratorsbest.com

6> prehistoric
BREWSTER

Made of: Sheet vinyl
Highlights: This deep
brown design suits an
office or a kid's room.
$58 for a 56-sq.-ft. roll;
brewsterwallcovering
.com for dealers

7> soaringstyle
HYGGE&WEST

Made of: Uncoated paper
Highlights: This
atmospheric screen print
is available in eight colors,
including this soft yellow.

$125 for a 67-sq.-ft. roll;
hyggeandwest.com

o
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Spots are great,
just not on your faucet.
Spot Resist"f inish, onty f rom Moen

Because you have better things to

do than clean your faucet.

moen.com

U, MoEN
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Buy it for looks. Buy it for Life.'
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hyggeandwest.com
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8> menagerie
THIBAUT

Made of: Coated paper
H ighlights: Silhouetted
animals echo the style of
Mexican Otomifabrics.
$39 for a 3o-sq.-ft. roll;
thibautdesign.com
for dealers

#

9> best nest
SANDERSON STUDIOS

Made of: Uncoated paper
Highlights: A faithful
reproduction of an 1890s
English design. About
$108 for a 34-sq.-ft. roll;
decoratorsbest.com

tO> zebraprint
YORK

Made of: Coated paper
Highlights: Show your
stripes with exotic
animals frolicking on a
soft blue background.
$58 for a 6o-sq.-ft. roll;
yorkwall.com for dealers

ff;

I.I> sealife
:HYGGE&WEST

lMade of:Coated paper

ii.{ igh I ights : Stylized
escape from

ocean. $125 for a
-ft. roll;

12> dogshow
THIBAUT

Made of: Coated paper
Highlights: Pencil
sketches give the canine
pattern a handmade look.
$4il for a 30-sq.-ft. roll;
thibautdesign.com
for dealers i

Learn all about
wallpaper types
plus how to
hangthem, at
thisoldhouse
.com/apr2Ol4
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REACHED AGE WHE E UP ISN'T WHO YOU E.

So
talk to
prescribed ED treatment 2O million n already have. V,P

.7 more information go to viagra.com or call 1.888-484-2472 (1-888-4VTAGRA).

THIS IS THE AGE OF TAKING ACTION. VIAGRA.

VIAGRA is prescription medication to treat erectile dysfunction (ED).

IMPORTANT SAFETY I NFORMATION BELOW.

Do not take VIAGRA if you take nitrates, often prescribed for chest pain, as this may cause a sudden,
unsafe drop in blood pressure.

Discuss your general health status with your doctor to ensure that you are healthy enough to engage
in sexual activity. lf you experience chest pain, nausea, or any other discomforts during sex, seek
immediate medical help.

ln the rare event of an erection lasting more than 4 hours, seek immediate medical help to avoid long-term injury.

lf you are older than age 65, or have serious liver or kidney problems, your doctor may start you at the
lowest dose (25 mg) of VIAGRA. lf you are taking protease inhibitors, such as for the treatment of HIV
your doctor may recommend a 25-mg dose and may limit you to a maximum single dose of 25 mg of
VIAGRA in a 48-hour period. lf you have prostate problems or high blood pressure for which you take
medicines called alpha blockers, your doctor may start you on a lower dose of VIAGRA.

ln rare instances, men taking PDE5 inhibitors (oral erectile dysfunction medicines, including VIAGRA)
reported a sudden decrease or loss of vision or hearing. lf you experience sudden decrease or loss of
vision or hearing, stop taking PDES inhibitors, lncluding VIAGRA, and cal! a doctor right away.

VIAGRA should not be used with other ED treatments. VIAGRA should not be used with REVATIO or
other products containing sildenafil.
VIAGRA does not protect against sexually transmitted diseases, including HlV.

The most common side effects of VIAGRA are headache, facial flushing, and upset stomach.
Less commonly, bluish vision, blurred vision, or sensitivity to light may briefly occur.

Please see lmportant Facts for VIAGRA on the following page or visit viagra.com for full prescribing information.

You are encouraged to report negative
side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.FDA.gou/medwatch or call l-8OO-FDA-|O88.

The blue diamond tablet shape is a registered trademark of Pfizer lnc. o (sildena citrate) tout,t,

VGU543501-Ol e 2O13 Pfizer lnc. All rights reserved til@
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Ask about VIAGRA (sildenafil citrate), and see if America's most



IMPORTANT FACTS (vi-AG-rah)

$ildenafi citrate nblets

IMPORTANT SAFETY !NFORMATION ABOUT UIAGRA
Never take VIAGRA if you take any medicines with nitrates. This
includes nitroglycerin. Your blood pressure could drop quickly. It
could fall to an unsafe or life{hreatening level.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIAGRA
Side effects are mostly mild to moderate. They usually go away
after a few hours. Some of these are more likely to happen with
higher doses.

The most common side effects are:
. Headache . Feeling flushed . Upset stomach
Less common side effects are:
. Trouble telling blue and green apart or seeing a blue tinge on things
. Eyes being more sensitive to light . Blurred vision
Rarely, a small number of men taking VIAGRA have reported
these serious events:
. Having an erection that lasts more than 4 hours. If the erection is

not treated right away, long-term loss of potency could occur.
. Sudden decrease or loss of sight in one or both eyes. We do not

know if these events are caused by VIAGRA and medicines like
it or caused by other factors. They may be caused by conditions
like high blood pressure or diabetes. If you have sudden vision
changes, stop using VIAGRA and all medicines like it. Call your
doctor right away.

. Sudden decrease or loss ofhearing. We do not know ifthese
evsnts are caused by VIAGRA and medicines like it or caused
by other factors. If you have sudden hearing changes, stop using
VIAGRA and ali medicines like it. Call your doctor dght away.

. Heart attack, stroke, irregular heartbeats, and death. We do not
know whether these events are caused by VIAGRA or caused
by other factors. Most ofthese happened in men who already
had heart problems.

If you have any of these problems, stop VIAGRA. Call your doctor
right away.

ABoUT ERECTTLE DYSFUNCTT0N (ED)
Erectile dysfunction means a man cannot get or keep an erection.
Health problems, injury, or side effects of drugs may cause ED.
The cause may not be known.

ABOUT VIAGRA
VIAGRA is used to treat ED in men. When you want to have sex,
VIAGRA can help you get and keep an erection when you are
sexually excited. You cannot get an erection just by taking the pill.
Only your doctor can prescribe VIAGRA.

VIAGRA does not cure ED.

VIAGRA does not protect you or your partner from STDs (sexually
transmitted diseases) or HIV. You will need to use a condom.

VIAGRA is not a hormone or an aphrodisiac.

WHO IS VIAGRA FOR?

Who should take VIAGRA?

Men who have ED and whose heart is healthy enough for sex.

Who should NOT take VIAGRA?
. If you ever take medicines with nitrates:

. Medicines that treat chest pain (angina), such as nitroglycerin
or isosorbide mononihate or dinitrate

. Ifyou use some street drugs, such as "poppers" (amyl nitrate
or nitrite)

. If you are allergic to anything in the VIACRA tablet

BEFORE YOU START VIAGRA
Tell your doctor i, you have or ever had:
. Heart attack, abnormal heartbeats, or stroke
. Heart problems, such as heart failure, chest pain, angina,

or aortic valve narrowing
. Low or high blood pressure
. Severe vision loss
. An eye condition called retinitis pigmentosa
. Kidney or liver problems
. Blood problems, such as sickle cell anemia or leukemia
. A deformed penis, Peyronie's disease, or an erection that lasted

more than 4 hours
. Stomach ulcers or any kind of bleeding problems
Tell your doctor about all your medicines. Include over-the-counter
medicines, vitamins, and herbal products. Tell your doctor if you
take or use:
. Medicines called alpha-blockers to treat high blood pressure or

prostate problems, Your blood pressure could suddenly get too low.
You could get dizzy or faint. Your doctor may start you on a lower
dose of VIAGRA.

. Medicines called protease inhibitors for HIV. Your doctor may
prescribe a 25 mg dose. Your doctor may limit VIAGRA to 25 mg
in a 48-hour period.

. Other methods to cause erections. These include pills, injections,
implants, or pumps.

. A medicine called REVATIO. VIAGRA should not be used with
REVATIO as REVATIO contains sildenafil. the same medicine
found in VIAGRA.

HOW TO TAKE VIAGRA
Do:
. Take VIAGRA only the way your doctor tells you. VIAGRA

comes in 25 mg,50 mg. and 100 mg tablets. Your doctor will
tell you how much to take.

. If you are over 65 or have serious liver or kidney problems,
your doctor may start you at the lowest dose (25 mg).

. Take VIAGRA about t hourbefore you wantto have sex.
VIAGRA starts to work in about 30 minutes when you are
sexually excited, VIAGRA lasts up to 4 hours.

Don't:
. Do not take VIAGRA more than once a day.
. Do not take more VIAGRA than your doctor tells you.

If you think you need more VIAGRA, talk with your doctor.
. Do not start or stop any other medicines before checking with

your doctor.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
. This is only a summary of important information. Ask your

doctor or pharmacist for complete product information OR
. Go to wwwriagra.com or call (888) 4-VIAGRA(484.2472),
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Pfizer Helpful Answers'
Fllling a ned fot prcsdlptlon adttonc.

Need help paying for your Pflzer medlclnes? Pflzer Helphrl Answers@ may be a.ble

to help, regardle$ of your insurance situation. Learn how at www.PHAHelps.com

Distributed by:
Pfizer Labs

Divisioo of Pfi zer hc., NY, NY 10017
Rx Only 02013 mzer Inc. All rights resfled.
Printed in the USA.
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More than a Renovationr
a Renaissance
Tune in as we continue the transformation of an1872
Italianate in brand-new episodes, airing nowl

E c/usrvelyo, OPES
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Traditional-meets-
modern dining space
Playful mid-century pieces lighten up
a designer's family-friendly bungalow
BY GILLIAN BARTH + PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN GRANEN

o AN INFUSION OF modern fixtures and furnishings will
banish stuffiness from any traditional space. Consider this

family hangout, where a doodle-ready chalkboard-the starting
point for the design-is set alongside flat-panel wainscoting
with a coffered ceiling overhead. The trestle table reflects the
1904 home's Craftsman aesthetic, while curvy Danish pendant
lights and Hans'Wegner chairs play off the classic millwork,
"We love modern, beautifully designed things, and we also love
old buildings," says homeowner and designer Kim Clements,
creative director of Seattle-based J.A.S. Design Build."It's all
about authenticity and function." The chairs are comfortable;
the lights cast a warm, glare-free glow. And there's always room
for one more at the table. Like to create a similar mix? Read on.

wislrbonechairs
The curved back of this

well-priced take on an
iconic 1949 design makes

it comfortable for lingering
around the table. $159;

overstock.com
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hard-wearingfloors
Get the hardwood look the easy
way with prefinished engineered oak
boards that click into place. $3.89
per sq. ft.; lumberliquidators.com

1").
--n6-.-dC'
--.qraa!q@s.

-ikpedestal server
A simple white raised ceramic

plate turns mealtime staples
into a centerpiece. Pedestal

plate, $15; worldmarket.com
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getthislook
forless

fun doses of color
Clements chose a fresh

palette of greens and blues
for the walls and table base.

Russian Olive C2-941 and
Maine C2-695, $45 per

gallon; c2paint.com

v
mid-centurylamp
The pendants at left are PH5 lamps, a
design produced since 1958. This one,
with its similarly tiered shape, is a fraction
of the price. $150; lampsplus.com

-

corked bottle
Serve OJ in a glass bottle
for a bright morning start.
$7; save-on-crafts.com

striped rug
The colorful stripes on
this indoor-outdoor rug
are easy to keep clean.
$2OO: overstock.com

DlYchalkboard
The homeowners scored their
salvaged slate from a school, but it's
easy to add a whimsical chalkboard

with supplies from the home center. Brush two
coats of chalkboard paint directly onto bare
drywall or plaster, then frame the panels with
flat stock molding. Create a ledge for chalk with
cove-shaped moldingthat has a curved profile
you can install facing upward. I

trestle table
The homeowners'custom table is
topped with salvaged wood. Paint
the base of this one for a similarly
bold effect. $1,200; wayfair.com
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REAL
CEDAR

TIJt?N TI_]E

It\ro Tt-]E

OUTDOO

OIJTDOOTTS
GR=
RS

For outdoor structures like decks, gazebos and pergotas, there's
just no substitute for reatwestern red cedar. Real Cedar is naturatty

beautifut, tight and easy to work with, and has physicat properties

that give it a naturaI durabitity and longevity that make it the ideat

buitding materiat for outdoor apptications.

What's more, Reat Cedar is avaitabte in a variety of profites,

dimensions and grades, from the rustic charm of setect knotty

to ctear, so you can get the exact [ook you want. And it's entirety

sustainabte and renewabte. Not bad for such an affordabte product.

Turn the outdoors into something great with naturatty beautifut,

[ong-tasting, Reat Cedar.

www.reatcedar.com
1 8667789096f,'iAIJEDIB
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Demystifying LEDs
For those with nagging questions, u,e've got answers
BY JOHN MORELL + PHOTOGRAPHS BY TED MORRISON

- 
MAYBE YOU'VE ALREADY DONE the righteous

t thing and swapped out all your energy-sucking
incandescents and not-universally-useful CFIs for long-
lasting, mercury-free, energy-saving LED bulbs. More
likely, you've dropped in a few here and there, with
mixed results. LED bulbs can still be cold, alienJooking
things with odd shapes, splayed fins, and dazzling price
tags. But they keep getting better-and cheaper. If you
haven't already now is the time to start making the
switch, and we're going to explain how and why.

G
,i

APRIL 2oI4 THIsoLDHousE.coM 45

\t
I

The first LED bulbs I tried
made my living room
look like a hospitalward.
How do I avoid that stark
white light?
Newer models do a better
job of diffusing the tiny
directional beams that LEDs
generate. But even so, you
maywant to start with lower-
lumen (meaning less bright)
bulbs. LED bulbs-which
house electronic circuits and
light-emitting diodes that act
as semiconductors rather
than filaments-now come
in "color temperatures,"
including warm tones that
can mimic incandescent
bulbs and flatter furnishings,
such as varnished wood-
lnterestingly, cooler ones
are often recommended
for outdoors because they
bring out the green in
foliage, says Seattle-
based lighting designer
Christopher Thompson.

i
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energy-savers

There's enough small print
on the package to blind a

lawyer. Can you translate?
Look for the requisite Lighting
Facts label, which posts the
Kelvin (K) rating: The closer

to the lower end of 2700K,
the warmer the light (yes,

that does sound backward).
Bulbs are also rated for
their ability to render color

accurately, using what's
called the Color Rendering
lndex (CR l). I ncandescents,
which do especially wellwith
warmer colors, score 100.

You may need to check the

manufacturer's website for
the CRI rating;despite allthat
small print, it's not always on

the package.

I'm confused about watts
and lumens. Life was so
much easierwhen lcould
replace one 6O-watt bulb
with another!
Lumens are a better way

to compare brightness.

Watts measure how much
electricity a bulb draws, not
light output, which varies,

since not all 60-watt
incandescents are equally
eff icient. More important,
60-watt-equivalent LED

bulbs may seem brighter,
since the light is cooler. So if
you're shopping for a 60-watt
equivalent, consider trying a

40-watt equivalent instead.
Its 450 lumens may be

bright enough.

I love my recessed cans but
can't find an LED flood that
has a broad, warm light.
Look for a reflector bulb,
such as the BR30 type, with
a slight bulge near the face of
the bulb. lnformation on the
package should say whether
the bulb is a "spot" or a
"flood," and may also include
the angle of the light beam.

lf you want a flood, look for
an angle of more than 50
degrees orthe acronym WFL,

Ior wide f/ood. (SP stands
for spot). Alternatives for
recessed cans also include
LED surface-mount panel

fixtures, such as ones made

by PixiLighting.

to be the ultimate solution;
Philips already makes bulbs

whose color and brightness

are controlled by an app.

Can lstick an LED bulb
in any fixture?
Pretty much. Just match up

your old bulbs' bases with
LED versions, taking care

to also compare lumens, or
brightness levels (again, a

lower-lumen bulb may be

more pleasing). Some new

bulbs are surprisingly good at
mimicking the familiar Edison,

and one company, Switch,
has introduced the first three-
way LED bulb. To soften the
beam and make it less direct,
manufacturers install multiple
LEDs, reflectors, lenses, and

diffusers within the bulbs.

Some bulbs look a little funny

until you turn them on or put

them behind a shade or inside

a glass globe. But be aware
that some LED bulbs cannot

A POST-EDISON SAMPLER
The selection keeps changing, and prices keep falling. Don't assume a

dimmable bulb will work with your dimmer: Check the bulb maker's website

GE6o-Watt
LED,SOO
lumens
Along with its
rakish exposed
fins, this all-
purpose bulb
carries a coveted
Energy Star label.
It sheds even light
but can't be
dimmed. $2O;
samsclub.com

Switch
Lighting6OW
Al9 This bulb
can go inside an
enclosed globe-
most LED bulbs
can't-which
produces an
even glow. lt's
dimmable down to
2O percent. $35;
homedepot.com

Cree4OW
Fans love how
this well-priced
bulb looks and
lights like an
incandescent.
What's more,
it works with
most standard
dimmers. $9.97;
atThe Home
Depot stores

rl a

46 THISOLDHOUSE.COM APRIL 201.1

Another problem: The
dimmer is no longerableto
bring the light way down.
Traditional dimmers are

often unable to operate LED

bulbs: They may flicker or
fail to respond-a syndrome
known as "dead travel." ln

other words, don't assume
a bulb labeled dimmable
willjibe with the dimmer
you've got. Go to the bulb
maker's website to see

which dimmersgowith
which bulbs-or consult the
Lutron LED Control Center
of Excellence, which runs a

toll-free hotline for frustrated
consumers: 877-Dl M-LED8.

Smartphones may turn out
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be used inside enclosed
fixtures or capped recessed
lights. (Read the fine print.)
As Ray Johnston, a staff
scientist at 3M, explains, LED

bulbs have "heat sinks"-
fins or another way out for
the heat generated when
energy passes through the
semiconductors-which help
them use much less wattage
and emit much less heatthan
incandescent bulbs do. But
on the f lip side, LEDs are more
sensitive to their surrounding
temperature and need a

decent amount of airflow to
work well. Overheating won't
make a bulb explode, but it
will shorten its life. As for cold
temperatures, unlike CFLs,

LEDs do fine outdoors.

How about replacements
for unusual bulbs?
Look for LED pin bulbs that
can replace halogens, small

bulbs for candle-style
fixtures, and specialized
LED fixtures, such as

undercabinet strip lights
from companies like Kichler
and H?ifele and battery-
operated lights for drawers
and closets from the likes of
GE and IKEA. Keep in mind
that the aforementioned
airflow issue has led to odd

bulb shapes, styles, and fin
displays. Ask if the store has

a no-questions-asked return
policy. While you're at it, ask

about the bulb's compatibility
with your dimmer. And keep
your receipts.

I tend to holler when
someone leaves the lights
on. But, it turns out, all that
off-and-on wears out CFL
bulbs. How about LEDs?
Repeated off-and-on will not
harm them or reduce their
life expectancy, and energy
is energy, so why waste it?
But LEDs are energy misers,
so no need to obsess about

turnihg them off every time
you step out of the room.

ls there a best place
to start?
Swap in LEDs in areas where
lights are on the longest, like
the garage and porch, and

any spot where changing
the bulb is a pain; one of the
great things about LEDs is

how longthey last, typically
L5 years or longer. A $12 LED

bulb that meets EPA's Energy

Star requirements and is left
on 3 hours a day will pay for
itself in roughly two years; in

California, in only one year,

EPA experts say. To reduce
the sticker shock of more-
expensive LED bulbs, take
advantage of utility and other

rebates, which could reduce
the price to $S-possibly
right in the store. For details,

enteryour ZIP code on the
Special Offers and Rebates
page at energystar.gov.

Should I be tempted by
cheapo bulbs?
Buyer beware. Though
prices are falling, remember:
The real thing holds a

semiconductor, barely
uses energy, and boasts a

ridiculously long lifetime.
Buy Energy Star bulbs and

fixtures when you can;

they must have a three-
year guarantee and meet
performance standards,
like a minimum CRI rating
of 80 and a 25,000-hour
lifetime, before EPA lets them
into the club.

Nowgo ahead, and let
there be light. t

PhilipsSoft
WhiteBr3O
65W
Dimmable
pl6sdright
This seamless-
looking high-
lumen flood is
ideal for kitchen
task work and can
be dimmed during
dinner. $20;
homedepot.com

GreatValue
SoftWhite
LEDAl9
This bright all-
purpose bulb is
dimmableand
works with
enclosed fixtures.
$9.88; walmart
.com

Feit Electric
Dimmable
Chandelier
Bulb
You'll want to
dim multiples of
this clear-glass,
candelabra-base
bulb and couple
it with candlelight
when company
comes. $18;
amazon.com
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Didyoumiss TOH on TV
thisweek?

NO pfOblgm! Now you can watch full episodes
whenever, wherever you want online

WATCH AN ENTIRE PROJECT FROM START TO FINISH

This Old House Ask This Old House
thisoldhouse.com/watchTOH thisoldhouse.com/watchAskTOH
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A PLACE SO MAGICAL
THE SUN RISES AND SETS OVER WATER.

i
&
,*+

From an ocean sunrise to a harbor sunset, your family can experience island life surrounded
by the many waterways at North Carolina's most accessible beach. Known for its watersports
and active lifestyle, surf, kayak, paddleboard, fish or take in a scenic water tour. Enjoy cozy
cottage rentals or full-service hotels with planned children's activities. This quaint, walkable

village-like beach has everything your family needs-right on the island.

Wrightsville Beach. NC
EASY TO GET HERE. EASIER TO STAY

WBGetaways.com 800-650-8921
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Stort your gordening seoson

with beoutiful plonts qnd

flowers from Florido.
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The lnformotion Resource for Gordening
www. FloridoGordening.org
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landscaping

Better turf with less work
Simplify your lawn-care routine for lush results without so much fuss nvownNDELL

d
o
I

I

il Iil L

I II

AH, SPRING, when longer days
and wetter rveather bring your yard

I

ru
back to life. Atl that greening up around
you is sure to inspire daydreams of your
favorite backyard pursuits-barefoot
badminton? croquet with the kids?-and
these may lead you to overcompensate
for a lagging lawn-care regimen. Dont
do it! Running the sprinkler whenever
the sun shines, dousing turf with extra
fertilizer, or clipping grass super short in
hopes of restoring its velvety green can
do more harm than good. They'll acu-
ally weaken grass, leaving it vulnerable
to &ought, weeds, and pests.

The good news is that you don't need
to shift into overdrive to nurture lush
turf. Turn the page for a bare-bones ap-
proach that will yield a more resilient and
sustainable lawn-and savc you time
and trouble, too.
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Whatoreweeds
trytng totellyou?
These opportunistic plants pop up
in response to a particular growing
condition, one that's good for them
but bad foryour lawn's health. Use
them as a guide to fixing the state of
your soil and taking back your turf

CRABGRASS
CONDITION:
Scalped turf
FIX: Raise the height
of your mower blades

COMMON
PLANTAIN
GONDITION:Wet
or slow-draining soil
FIX: Reduce watering
and regrade for better
drainage. Or replace
the area of lawn with
a rain garden.

WHITECLOVER
GONDITION:
Low soil fertility
FIX: Run a soil test and
apply organic fertilizer
.as recommended.

less equipped to handle drought
and crowd out competitors. Weed

seeds easily take hold in the ex-
posed, sunlit soil of a scalped lawn,
and insects and diseases move in
while the lawn's defenses are down.
'While you might think that cutting
short buys time between mowings,
the opposite is true; scalping a lawn
actually speeds up growth because

the grass is eager to replace the foli-
age that's been removed.

On the flip side, you can also do
damage by letting grass become so

CREEPING
CHARLIE
CONDITION:
Too much shade
FIX: Overseed
with shade-tolerant
grass varieties.

\

Let the grass grow a little bit
It's best to keep turf on the taller
side: 3 to 4 inches high for cool-
season grasses, such as fine fescues

and Kentucky bluegrass, and 1 to 2

inches high for warm-season variet-
ies, including Bermuda grass and
centipede grass. Mowing lower
than the recommended height,
known as scalping, sends grass into
shock. The shorter blades can't de-

liver as much energy to the roots,

causing them to atrophy. Vithout a

deep, vigorous root system, turf is

KNOTWEED
CONDITION:
Compacted or
heavy soil
FIX: Aerate areas
prone to heavy
foot traffic yearly.

overgrown that you're cutting off
more than one-third of its length at
any one time. Taking off that much
top growth all at once also shocks

the plant. Always set your mower
blades at the turf's recommended
height, and keep them sharp to
ensure clean cuts that heal quickly.
(For a sharpening how-to, go to
thisoldhouse .com/ apr20 I 4.)

Water deeply, less often
Running a sprinkler daily does a

lawn no favors. Turf naturally

o

9
o
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a landscaping

responds to droughts by develop-
ing a deep root system, maximizing
its ability to absorb soil moisture,
and if dry conditions persisr, a

deeply rooted lawn merely goes
dormant until the next rain. If you
overwater, however, roots stay
within the top few inches of the
soil's surface, making the grass de-
pendent on you for its survival.

To judge whether a lawn acu-
ally needs warer, simply step on ir.
If the blades don't bounce back,
they're wilting and ready for a

drink. Most lawns need about an
inch of water per week in summer,
less when the weather is cool or
rainy. If you're unsure about how
long to leave on your sprinklers,
place a few empry tuna cans out in
the yard and water for 15 minutes,
then measure the water's depth in
the cans. If itt a quarter-inch deep,
for instance, you'll know rhe lawn
needs an hour-long session each
week. This tesr can also reveal de-
ficiencies in an irrigation system's
coverage; adjust accordingly to
avoid overwatering an entire lawn
just to green up a few missed spots.
And for extra savings, consider
investing in a "smart" controller,
which automatically waters based
on actual weather conditions.

Stop overfeeding
Fertilizer is too often seen as a quick
fix for straggly turf. But bagged
lawn fenilizer is far from a cure-all.
It's packed with nitrogen-listed
fust in numbered formulas such as

4:1:2 or 3:1:2, which describe the
ratio of nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium-to spur lots of fresh
top growth. Tender new leaves are
more susceptible to physical dam-
age and more attractive to pests.
Even worse, they're produced at the
expense of the plant's developing
roots. Most turf varieties only need

1 to 2 pounds ofnitrogen per 1,000
square feet annuallS half applied
in spring and the other half in early
fall, when the grass is actively grow-
ing. Fast-release chemical fertilizers
offer quick results, but slow-release
options are less likely to burn foli-
age, and the nutrients break down
more gradually, making them eas-
ier for plants to absorb.

Spreading fertilizer isn't rhe
only way to green up a lawn, how-
ever. Overseeding traditional turf
with recently developed "micro-
clover" will keep a lawn looking
lush year-round, thanks to its ever-
green foliage and its ability to
deliver atmospheric nitrogen to
the roots of neighboring plants.
This fine-textured clover ($30 per
pound; hancockseed.com) was
specifically bred to blend well with
turfgrasses and spread evenln
avoiding a patchy look.

Last, don't waste time bagging
grass clippings. Allowing them to
remain on the lawn after mowing
can supply up to 25 percent of a

lawn's annual nitrogen require-
ment,which saves you from buying
as much store-bought fenilizer.

Knowwhen to call it quits
Despite its resilient nature, turf
sometimes refuses to take off. If
your lawncontinues to struggle, do
a soil test and make an honest as-
sessment of the growing site.
Favorable conditions generally in-
clude at least 5 hours of sun and
well-draining soil. In shady areas,
you can gently thin tree canopies to
allow more light to 6lter through,
or overseed bare spots with shade-
tolerant grass varieties.

In some cases, it may be less work
to forgo a lawn altogether. For in-
stance, you might consider replac-
ing a struggling patch with a bed of
shadeJoving perennials or, in arid
climates, swapping turf for a tapes-
try of sturdy groundcovers.

But where turf does work, a
smaft care-and-feeding regimen en-
courages a top-quality lawn-and
frees up the leisure time to enjoy it.

Upgradeyour grass seed
Researchers have recently developed blends of cool- and warm-season grasses that require
even less nitrogen, water, and mowing than traditional turf. Because these slow growers have
different needs-and looks-from more common varieties, seeding over existing lawn isn't
always recommended. But if you're starting f rom scratch, here are three mixes worth trying.

No-MowLawn
Seed Mix
PRAIRIE NURSERY
This blend features six cultivars
of fine fescues that are all
native to the Northern
Hemisphere and thrive in
full sun or partial shade. Mow
it monthly-or not at all.
Once established, it requires
minimal water or fertilizer, and
weeds struggle to take hold
because of its interlocking
root system. From $6.95 per
pound; prairienursery.com

LIltraLow
Maintenance
LawnSeed
PEARL'S PREMIUM
It took the company 1O,000
field trials to fine-tune its blends
of drought-tolerant grasses
native to North America and
Europe. Monthly mowing is
recommended, as is an annual
dose of fertilizer. Three mixes
with different sun requirements
are offered, including one for
deep shade. $8 per pound;
pearlspremium.com

Habiturf
LADY BIRD JOHNSON
WILDFLOWER CENTER
A blend of grasses native to
the American Southwest,
this mix is well suited to hot,
arid climates. lt requires
occasional mowing and needs
watering once or twice a
month during the growing
season. lf you leave clippings
on the lawn after mowing,
there's no need to ever
fertilize. $40 per pound;
wildf lower.org,/habiturf i

ALOVELY
YARD?

Show us the
transformation for
a chance to win
cash prizes in our
America's Best
Remodel Contest.
To enter, blipp this
page or go to
thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

G'U
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Standing coatrack
Construct a coatrack in the wood of your choice or buy one
ready-made and hang up your hat ev paur, HopE + pHoroGRApH By RvANN FoRD

#U THISTIMELESS
W accent piece is more

than just a catchall for
outer layers. It's a welcome

addition to any entryway,
providing seasonal storage

withoutthe commitment
of installing a wall-mount
rack. The Arts and Crafts-
inspired example here has

clean lines that feel at
home in a house from any

era. Ifyou decide to build
one, you'll cut the parts
fromYt stock, which is just

under 2 inches thick.
Lumberyards offer this
dimension in a number of
wood species, but to stay

true to this piece's period
roots, go for oak. If you'd
rather buy a coatrack,
you'll find basic options
built from birch and

veneers, and pricier models

cut from solid cherry or
oak. Whether you opt to
build or bu5 your new
hall tree will make your
entryway as organized

as it is inviting.

SHOWUSYOUR
DIYCHOPS

Share your project for a
chance to appear in our reader-
created issue. Blipp this Page or
go to thisoldhouse.comlYourTOH

G'U
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4 Hook Coat Raqk,
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BUILD
IT

Use thick oak boards and simple joineryto
build a charming stand for coats and hats

cosr $100 I r Make the feet. Use a miter saw to size the parts according
TIME 4 hours to the cut list at thisoldhouse.com/apr2014. you'll form the
DIFFICULTY Easy, but stand by crossing two feet at a half-lap joint. To mark your
forming a snug lap joint notch cutout lines, trace the width of the y+-inch stock across
requires precision 

the top edge of each foot, at its center. on the upper foot, use a
square to transfer these lines to the opposite edge. To notch

the top of the lower foot, set your miter saw to stop at a depth of 1% inches. Use the saw to
carefully cut alongthe inside of each line, then make a series of kerfs between the two cuts.
Clean up the bottom of the notch with a chisel and a rubber mallet. Use the same method to
notch the upper foot, making a 1-inch-deep notch in the bottom and a %-inch-deep notch in
the top to accept the post. To round off the top corners of the feet, trace the curve of a
l-quart paint can, cut the lines with a jigsaw, and sand the cuts smooth.
. Asserable the raclc Clamp the post with its base overhanging a workbench. Dry-f it
the upper foot and mark the center axis. Using a drill,/driver with aVe-inah combination
countersink bit, drill through the upper foot and into the end of the post. pop the foot off,
apply wood glue to the faces of the notch, and fasten the foot to the post with a 3-inch wood
screw. Apply wood glue to the notch on the lowerfoot and clamp it in place, crossed with the
upper foot, to form the stand.
.- Pintshtherack.Use22O-gritpapertolightlysandthesurfaceoftherack,andfinishit
in paint or stain. lnstall coat hooks on all four sides, staggering the heights to accommodate
jackets and hats of different sizes.
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buildit
orbuyit

BUY
IT

,m

Pricier pieces offer premium
hardwood construction and
awider range of finishes

$u2

the hasic ntodel
A handsome
coatrack builtfrom
birch, finished in a
rich brown stain.
lowes.com

$163

tl're urid-range
rncdt'l
This stately stand
is made from oak
and oak veneer
and comes in three
different stains.
theclassyhome,com

$200

A made-to-order
option constructed
from your choice of
walnut, cherry, or oak.
amanashops.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 96
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Solid hardwood, laminate, bamboo and more-if it's flooring, we've got it. We have top brands at the lowest prices

around, and it's all backed by real flooring expertise, Sure, you could go to a big box store looking for the same wide
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weekendremodel

Build a rain barrel
Enclose a plastic bin with stock lumber to make a water-wise
garden feature By JoHN cAsEy + pHoroGRApHS By r-tuRA Moss

cosr $150
TIME Two days
DtFFtcULTY Easy. The box
is simple to build and the
connections are a snap.

A COt IECTING RAINWATER is a no-brainer for gardening. It's the ugly black
Y barrels we could do without. So here's a plan you i"r rrr. to uuita your own rain
barrel, one that's both eco-friendly and aesthetically pleasing. It's a simple project,
thanks to an off-the-shelf diverter kit that connects to a downspout. The barrel is
essentially a sturdy wood shell built around a repurposed plastic garbage bin that
serves as the reservoir. Made of rot-resistant lumber, the barrel goes together with easy
lap and butt joints and some deck screws. Decorative exterior battens dress it up, and
you can customize them and paint the barrel to fit any style of house or garden.

Follow along as This old Hou.se conrributor christopher Beidel, owner of pernt,
a handmade-furniture company in Brooklyn, New York, leads you through the simple
steps it takes to green up your garden.

Gutter connection (inset): DIY
Rain Barrel Construction and

lnstallation Kitwith
Dow n spout D iverter, $ 27 ;

rainbrothers.com
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DAY-TO-DAY
TIMELINE

. weekendremodel

slats

decorative
batten

hose bib

Finished dimensions:
253/a"W x 237h" D x 413/i' H

SATURDAY Assemble the box (Steps 1-5).
SUNDAY installthe bln, attachthe diverter,
andmake the connections (Steps 6-7).

batten

'landscape
fabric

TOOLS

mitersaw
bar clamps
drill./driver
%-by-3-inch drillbit
combination square
kit-supplied hole saws

MATERIALS

1x6 Get 10 treated
B-footers for the slats,
lid, and floor.

%x4 Getthreetreated
B-footers for the interior
battens.

1x4 Get one treated Bjooter
for the decorative batten.

lx3 Gettwotreated
B-footers for the decorative
battens.

4x4 Getonetreated
6-footer.
Lt/+,lVz-,Z-inchdeck
screws
door-pull handle

square plastic trash bin

downspout diverter kit
%-inch stainless-steel
pan-head screws to secure
the landscape fabric

landscape fabric or
window screening

plastic bin

legs

Find a cut list
and dimensional

drawings at
thisoldhouse

.com/apr2Ql4.

1 MAKE THE SIDES
Al Cut the slats andbattens. On a miter saw, cut

to length the 1x6 vertical slats for the barrel. Also cut the
%x4 interior battens.
Bl Assemble the parts. Lay out four lx6 slats on your
work surface. Place 7a-inch spacers between the boards,
and clamp the assembly together. The interior battens
sit 5% inches from the top and bottom of the slats. The
pairs of battens for two sides are inset 17+ inches on either
end to allow space for the battens of the other two sides,
which run flush to the edges of the slats. Secure the
battens with 1%-inch deck screws. Make the other
three sides the same way.
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2 BUILD THE BOX
Al Assemble three sides. Set two bar clamps on

your work surface, and place a side with the f lush battens
between the jaws. Stand the two sides with inset battens
into the clamps and tighten the assembly. Use a 7e-inch bit
in your drill,/driver to make pilot holes along the corners-
through the face of the slats of the uprightsides and into
the edges of those on the flat side, as shown. Secure the
edges with 1%-inch deck screws.
Bl Addthe last side. Loosen the clamps, and stand the
assembly up on your work surface. Set the fourth side in
place, as shown. Drill pilot holes, and screw it to its
adjoining sides.
Cl Installthefloorboards. Measure the dimensions of
the interior, just above the lower battens, to get an accurate length for the floorboards
On your miter saw, cut four lx6 pieces to length. With the box on its side, place a
floorboard against the top edges of the lower battens, and secure it with l%-inch deck
screws, as shown. lnstall the other three floorboards.

i

/
")
if:.

B

D

3 MAKE THE BASE
Al Gut the teEF. On your miter saw, cut 4x{ lgm6gr

into the four legs that will support the box. You can
make these leg pieces shorter or longer if the surface
where you will install your barrel is sloped or irregular.
Bllnstallthelegs. Use a piece of 7a-inch scrapto
keep one leg level atthe corner, and butt it up against
the f loor. With aVa-inch bit in your drill /driver, make two
pilot holes through the slat and batten of the side and
into the top portion of the leg. Drive 2-inch deck screws
through those holes and into the legs. Repeat the process
on the other face of the leg, then install the other three legs.
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SHARE
YOURDIY
PROJECT

'Blipp this page or go
to thisoldhouse.com/
yourTOH to upload
pictures ofyour handiwork ,
fora chance to appear in
our reader-created issue.
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SEE HOW ITS DONE
To watch a video of this
project, blippthis page or
go to thisoldhouse.com/
apr?OL4

M
hL ^€

Lay them out on your work surface, with 7e-inch spacers between the slats. Clamp the
assembly together. Place the battens 2 inches from the sides and ends of the slats.
Drill pilot holes, and fasten the battens in place with l%-inch deck screws, two in each
slat in an offset patten.
Bl Installthe door-pullhandle. Flip the lid over. Centerthe handle on the lid. Use
your drill,/driver and the fasteners that came with the handle to secure it.

5 ADD DECORATIVE BATTENS
Al Lay out your design. Use your combination

square to transfer level lines around the barrel to make
sure the ends of the battens meet correctly at the corners.
Bl Cut the boards. On your miter saw, cut to f it the
battens for the decorative bands on the exterior of the
barrel. The top band is m36s ef |x4 boards; the bottom
two bands are 1x3. (Of course, you can choose any
pattern you like.) Remember that two boards of each
batten band are longer than the other two to allow for
overlapping butt joints at the corners.
Cl Attachthe battens. Set the barrel on its side on your
work surface with L-inch scrap underneath. Put a bar
clamp over the top to hold a batten in place. Use your
drill./driver with a Ya-inch bit to make pilot holes, then
secure the batten with 1%-inch deck screws. Repeat
the process on the other battens on that side. Rotate the
box on the work surface and repeat the process on the
next side, and so on, untilthe bands wrap completely
around the barrel.

4
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BUILD THE LID
Al Cut the boards. On a miter saw, cut the 1x6 lid slats and %x4 battens to f it.
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6 CUT THE OPENINGS
Al Ma*etheinlet. Put the plastic bin inside the

barrel. With a Yrby-3-inch bit in your drill /driver, make a
hole through the barrel wall and through the bin so that
the hole ends up J. inch below the plastic rim. (Go through
the middle of a slat.) Then, with the kit-supplied hole saw
in your drill,/driver, follow the pilot hole and cut through
the barrel. Remove the bin and make a matching hole in it,
using a scrap block inside to protect your hand.
Bl Makethe outlet. Put the bin in the barrel. On the
opposite side, use the same bit to drill a pilot hole through
the barrel wall and the bin about 2 inches above the
bottom of the bin. Remove the bin. Put the smaller,
kit-supplied hole saw in your drill,/driver, and, using the
pilot hole as a guide, make matching holes in the barrel
and the bin. lnsert the threaded rubber grommet into the
hole in the bin, as shown.
Cl Installthehosebib.Sincethewalls of the bin slope
away from the barrel, we attached the hose bib to a
3/a-inch-by-2Yz-inch brass nipple to bridge the gap. The
nippleruns through the barrel and threads into the rubber
grommet in the bin to make a water-tight connection.

TIP Cover the top of the plastic bin with
lands cape fabric or window s cre ening to prevent

mosquitoes from breeding in the water.

. weekendremodel

7 MAKE THE CONNECTIONS
Al Cut the downspout. Measure the f i nished

height of the inlet hole in the barrel. For proper flow,
locate a spot on your downspout 1 inch higher than the
inlet. Using the kit-supplied hole saw, drill a hole in the
downspout. Watch the sharp edges, and wear gloves
when you insert the diverter valve. Set the barrel in place.
Bl Connesttheflexiblehose.The kit comeswith a
length of hose. lnsert one end ofthe hose into the diverter
valve and the other through the barrel and into the inlet.
Now, do a little rain dance. I
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mon
With the help of its can-do owners, a worn-out house

gets back to its original spirited self

9 I
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by Deborah Baldwin

photography by Victoria Pearson
produced by Colette Scanlon

styling by Sunday Hendrickson
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Ripping up floors, yanking out windows, wrestling
with vent ducts, sleeping in dust, eating out of a plug-in
frying pan-hey, "it makes a house your own," says

Pierre Rademaker, the brawn behind the redo of the

house he shares with his wife, Terri, in San Luis Obispo,

California. "It means you own it, emotionally....
There's something primal about creating your own
shelter. You can't really delegate it."

Easy for him to say. An irrepressible DIYer with a

helper-enabler of a spouse, Pierre doesn't mind crouch-

ing over yellowed linoleum adhesive and scraping until
his arm practically falls off-or the floor cries uncle.

Asked what it was like to strip layers of paint off pitted,
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nimble new cook space ABovE: The kitchen island's
glass-front cabinets echo the home's Craftsman windows.

RIGHT: Other period touches-shallow countertops' a

wall-mount faucet-mingle with the latest appliances'

including a leggy six-burner range and a paneled dishwasher.
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nearly century-old brick and Douglas fir, the couple
wax philosophical. "It was stylish to paint wood-
work white in the 1930s," Pierre says graciously.
Terri adds, both of them laughing, "Unpainting it
is a lot of work!"

The two long ago earned their tool belts. At 15,
early achiever Pierre ripped out his parents'kitchen
while they were visiting Europe. More recently he
and Terri renovated a ranch house, where they
raised their kids.

At that point, most couples would relax. But in
time they began craving the ideal empry nest-some-
thing compact and a little needy with history and
character, within walking distance of town. They
found it one day while driving down a streer lined
with an architectural walking tour's worth of older
homes: a Craftsman-Prairie mix hiding behind a Fon
Sam sign. "I yelled'Stop!"'Terri says. "Literally."

They backed up and took a look. The house was
in iffy shape, with newish siding that hadn't worn

well, and it was also overpriced. But the place, with
its early version of an open plan, radiated potential.
Built in 1.915 by \Tilliam J. Smith, who had a hand
in the construction of l7illiam Randolph Hearst,s
San Simeon estate, it had held on to its original low-
pitched gables, exposed rafter tails, windows with
upper divided lights, and quartersawn-oak front
door. In an unusual, charming touch, the second
floor stepped back, as ifto say, "This cross-gabled
house is but a bungalow."

"'We made a bid, which was rejected," Terri says,
"then a few months later went back. This time they
accepted it if we took the house'as is."'As in: need-
ing newplumbing, wiring, roof-you knowthe rest.

Soon enough, they were moved in and up to
their elbows in paint-bubbling heat guns, chemical
pastes, and infrared blistering devices. "you want
something that can handle lead paint safely,', pierre
says. "It isn't quick. "

The original floor plans were long gone, but
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perf'ect fit laovE: Pierre and rerri Rademaker flank the island prep space, which doubles
as a landing spot for items from the wide stand-alone fridge. To ensure smooth traffic flow
around the sink, they shaved 5 inches off the countertop depth and recessed the dishwasher
4 inches into the wall.
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beneath all that paint ABOVE: After launching a stripping, sanding, and staining
campaign, the homeowners were able to reveal the dining room's original woodwork' They
added the leaded-glass doors to the built-ins, matching them to the window.

accentingthe grain
BELOW: Pumpkin-colored
place settings bring out
reddish undertones in the
new oak sideboard.

SHOPTHIS
STYLE
To find furnishings
similartothose
used in this house,

blipp this page or go to
walrf ai r.com/thisoldhouse

once served a wood-burning stover" says Pierre, who
dragged a six-burner range into the old stove's place,

funneling the vent-hood duct up to the roof through
the chimney's remains.

The quest for space didn't stop there. To make
room for an extended run of cabinets and counter-
top on the sink wall, the couple took out a room-
dividing peninsula. Then they "thinned out" the
counter by 5 inches, which meant having to carve a

recess in the wall for the dishwasher. "In the 1920s,
counters were only 18 to 20 inches deep, which
explains the invention of the wall-mount faucet,"
Pierre notes.

All of that left enough space for a narrow island,

which in turn provided a landing spot for loading and

unloading a 48-inch-wide fridge on the facing wall.
For Pierre, who runs a graphic-design firm, the

kitchen's inch-by-inch redo meant sacrificing week-

ends and evenings for six long months. "We had very
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Pierre was able to suss them out, partly by studying
old building permits. Previous owners had enclosed

a screened porch and added a laundry room and
bath at the rear and a first-floor bedroom on one

side. The one-story additions were vintage 1.950s,

and the new owners saw no reason to save them.
However, they also saw no reason to shrink the exist-

ing footprint, deciding instead to rebuild the addi-
tions and cap them with a new master suite.

Pierre did all the framing, reworking roof angles

and intersections. He leaned a bit on Terri for help

with insulation and drywall, then did all the painting,

while agreeing to hand off tilework to seasoned pros.

The couple took a similar period-sensitive yet

practical approach to the kitchen, a sorry spot that
needed new everything, plus a bit more room for two
to cook. \fhile a pro made and installed the cabinets,

they did all the demolition and design. "We picked

up 18 inches by removing most of a chimney that
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at ease ABovE: Before adding period-style furnishings and lighting their first set
of logs, the owners had to strip paint off the brick mantel and have a crew take apart

the chimney and firebox, which had suffered from decades of setiling.

floorplan
During the whole-house
redo, two small first-floor
additions, dating to the
195Os, were rebuilt and
capped with a new
master suite, yielding a
total of 1,89O square
feet. The homeowners
rebuilt the kitchen and
baths and reworked the
bath and laundry area
on the first floor. They
also added a balcony, a
front patio, and a deck.

Cec k

FIRST FLOOR

patio master bath

bath

SECOND FLOOR

1
kitchen

dining

tv room

living room

office bedroom master
bedroom
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roomwithaview
RIGHT: The compact

master suite opens to a

balcony overlooking the
backyard. A walk-through

closet has openings on
each side of the bed.
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REMODEL

Enter your whole-
house redo in our
America's Best
Remodel Contest
for a chance to win
cash prizes. Blipp
this page or go to
thisoldhouse
.com/yourTOH

GtU
SHARE
YOUR
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liglrt and bright AB0VE LEFT: The period-inspired master bath is set up
for parallel morning rites under a clerestory that channels light into a windowless
stairwell. ABOVE RIGHT: Oversize windows on the facing wall deliver not only
daylight but also leafy tubside views.

simple meals," Terri says. "'We put the old fridge in
the dining room, and I had a Crockpot and an elecrric
frying pan." She pauses, thinking back. "!7e had to
wash dishes in the upstairs bathtub. That was the
worst, bending over thar mb."

After the grout finally settled, "Our first meal was
Thanksgiving," Pierre recalls. "The plumber was
walking our as rhe guests were walking in."

The couple's preservation-minded labor was
sweetened when the rown awarded the house his-
toric status, yielding a roughly two-thirds cut in
their property raxes.

By then the two had been breathing construcrion
dust for nearly six years. As they had made their
way from wainscot and fireplace restoration ro
pedestal-sink selection and bedroom-closet configu-
rations, "We slept in every room, including the din-
ing room," Terri says.

ITith their tax savings, they were able to turn at-
tention to the exterior. They rebuilt an existing back

patio, adding a deck, and built a new patio in front.
Pros replaced the roof, and Pierre reshingled the sec-

ond floor. A plasterer gave the first-floor siding a
rough-textured "pebble dash" cemenr 6nish matched
to a scrap of original siding found under a porch.

The artisanal update was done with reverence for
the original builder, nor to mention a time when
building materials were meant to last. "Solid 1-by-
12 sheathing under the plaster, beautiful old-growth
timber-it blows me away," says Pierre.

No wonder the couple winced when it came time
to hang a flat-screen. "'We couldn't abide putting it
over the fireplace," says Pierre, perhaps recollecting
the weeks they'd spent scouring the brick. So they
hid it in the former den.

Bit by bit, the limle bungalow had become the per-
fect nest. But forger enshrining a period piece. While
the Craftsman idea may date back a century with its
clean lines and compact, open feel, Pierre notes, ,,it,s

pretty much what we want today." i

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 96
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Fruit-bearing plants-like
tomatoes, cucumbers,
and the eggplants seen
above-do best with 6 to 8
hours of direct sun a day.
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LETTUCE

Cherry-tomato vines are vigorous ramblers; avoid disease by
staking the plants to keep the foliage off the ground.

QUANDARY:

Talk about bitter!
CAUSE: lt could just be the lettuce
variety, but heat stress or a lack of
water can also affect f lavor.
CURE: Choose varieties-including
butterhead types like'Adriana' and
'Tom Thumb'-that are naturally
sweeterthan others, at least in
their prime. For midsummer
harvest, plant lettuce where taller
plants will provide shade. Keep the
soil moist, and watch the clock:
Some research suggests that the
glucose content of leaves picked
between7and8n.r.,r.
may be double that of
those picked in the
early afternoon.

QUANDARY:

All my lettuce
olants are a mess
bf f lowers and
stalks-no leaves.
CAUSE: A change in temperature
ortotal hours of light-whether
suddenly or seasonally-triggers a

cool-weather crop's internal clock
to "bolt," ortransition to producing
end-of-season flowers and seeds
rather than the parts we want to eat.
CURE: Once your lettuce bolts,
there's no turning back the clock.
One of the simplest ways to extend
your salad greens season is to
avoid planting allyour lettuce
seeds or seedlings at once. Start
new seeds every few weeks so that
you can enjoy successive harvests.

Lettuce requires consistently moist,
but not waterlogged, soil to thrive.

TOMATOES
QUANDARY:

The olants were beautiful. But
the t'omatoes never showed up.
CAUSE: Blame the weather. Many tomato varieties don't
set fruit when nights are colder than 55" F or warmer than
70'. Scorching days pose their own set of problems; pollen

diminishes when temperatures push above 85'to 90'. And

the high humidity that makes so many of us sticky and

sluggish plays tricks on pollen, too, making it hard forthe
wind to scatter it. No pollen, no fruit. Soil chemistry offers
another explanation for a skimpy crop. Too much nitrogen
fertilizer makes plants produce foliage like crazy-not f ruit.
CURE: Go light on nitrogen-rich fertilizer (the label should say

4-L2-4 or 5-20-5). And hedge your bets about when cold or
hot weather will hit by growing some fast-maturing varieties
as well as some that develop over a longer period. Your local

nursery can help you choose types that thrive ln your area.

QUANDARY:

lt/v beefsteaks were almost
ripe-then they cracked or sPlit.
GAUSE: Soil conditions that change from bone-dry to
drenched can lead to vertical crevices or circular cracks
around the stem-signs that the tomato's skin toughened
and then couldn't stretch to accommodate newgrowth.

CURE: Keep soil evenly moist, but not soaking, for even

growth. Choose crack-resistant varieties, like 'Jet Star' and
'Mountain Spring.' And pick bigtomatoes slightly underripe.

QUANDARY:

There are dark
spots on the
leaves. Foliage
is vellowinq and
droooins o"ff.
Other olZnts look
oilv, splotched,
anb withered.
CAUSE: These are symptoms of
various fungal diseases-
including early and late blight.
CURE: Plant tomatoes where
you haven'tgrown any member
of the nightshade family (see
"How to Avoid Trouble Before
It Starts," page 72) for at least
three or four years. Space plants
so that fresh air can circulate.
And look for varieties like'lron
Lady,'' Def iant,"Mountain
Magic,"Mountain Merit,' and
'Legend,'allof which resist late
blight, one of the most
devastating tomato
scourges.
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BEETS
QUANDARY:

Something has
scooped out holes in
my beautiful beets,
leaving tooth marks
about Va inch wide.
CAUSE: Voles, aka meadow mice
CURE: These 8-or-so-inch-long rodents
spend most of theirtime in underground
tunnels accessed through holes 172 to 2
inches in diameter. Aboveground, voles
like sheltered runways, so remove nearby
grass, weeds, and mulch piles to
eliminate their hidden habitat. Block
voles from garden beds with a 12-inch-
high fence made of hardware cloth that
has openings of 7a inch or less. Bury the
bottom edge 6 to 10 inches deep. Mouse
snap traps also work, but you'll need a
bunch, set crosswise to runways, with the
trigger ends in the travel zone.

lf you monitoryourgarden daily, you're
more likely to spot harvest-ready
plants at their peak of flavor.

CARROTS
QUANDARY:

lr/y carrots are ugly-twisted, bent, forked, or hairy.
CAUSE: Twisted roots signal overcrowding. Bent ones mean clay, rocks, or other obstructions got in
the way. Too much fertilizer can lead to multiple roots. And hairiness means the soil was waterlogged
or overfertilized. Microscopic worm-like root-knot nematodes can deform carrots in similar wayi.
GURE: Plant where you have not grown carrots for three to four years (see " How to Avoid Trouble
Before lt Starts ," page7?), in well-draining soil that is obstruction-free to the depth your carrot variety
needs at maturity. Harvest carrots as they grow, so roots don't touch, to avoid overcrowding.

QUANDARY:

I sowed all my seeds. They never came up.
GAUSE: The seeds may have dried out afteryou planted them. Oryou might have planted too deep,
so they didn't warm up sufficiently. Or you planted too early, while the soil was still too cold.
CURE: Wait to plant this cool-weather crop until the soil is about 60. F. Teeny but rough-coated
carrot seeds take longer to sprout than many other vegetable seeds Expect to wait up to 10 to 14 days
for roots to grow and anotherweek for leaves. Rake the soil. sow the seeds on the su
and moisten with a f ine spray of water. To keep the seeds from drying out, cover
your rows with boards-or cardboard if you broadcast seeds over a bed. Lift
the cover every day and mist to keep the soil moist. As soon as seeds
sprout, uncover. lf the weather gets too warm too fast, you can protect
tender seedlings by rigging up temporary shade for a few days.

6 Smaft Seed
Strategies
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READ THE TABEL Start off on the
right foot by heeding the advice
on the seed packet regarding
planting times, soil preferences,
seed spacing, thinning, etc.

STORAGE You don't need to
buy new seeds every year if you
keep leftovers alive. (For TOH
landscape contractor Roger
Cook's tips for storing them, see
Ask This Old House, page 86.)

TESTING Spare yourself a
no-show crop: Several weeks
before the usual sowing time,
place a few seeds from your
leftover pack on a paper towel.
Label, moisten, and enclose in
plastic so that they won't dry
out. lf they don't sprout, toss.

GOT ENOUGH SEEDS? Choose a
crop (beets, for example), decide
how long a row you want to plant,
and a free online tool from
Johnny's Selected Seeds will do
the math for you. johnnyseeds
.com./seedcalculator.aspx

WAIT FOR WARM SOILSeeds
need more warmth to sprout than
they do to grow once established.
Optimal temperatures vary from
variety to variety, but 60' F is
sufficient for many vegetable
seeds. You can check the soil's
temp the same way you do a roast
turkey's: Stick the probe of an
instant-read thermometer (meat
or garden type is fine) 3 or 4
inches into the soil. Monitor a
few times a day for several days.

GO TO THE TAPE Crowding
your plants invites disease and
deformity. But when it comes to
tiny seeds. like carrots, spacing
according to the packet
directions is easier said than
done. To avoid the need to thin
seedlings (and spareyou all that
bendingover), use seed tape-a
thin biodegradable strip studded
with properly spaced seeds. Or
make your own using inch-wide
ribbons of toilet paper and
water-soluble glue. Dab a
toothpick with glue and use it to
grab a seed and "plant" it on the
strip (one every 2 inches, for
carrots). Bury the tape atthe
right seed depth, then water and
wait for the magic to get started.
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BROCCOLI, CABBAGE & KALE
QUANDARY:

The leaves are riddled with tiny holes.
CAUSE: Flea beetles. They look like black or bronze pinheads, about %o inch
long, and jump if you wave your hand near them.
CUREr These pests are a common problem for mustard-family plants (like
broccoli, cabbage, Brussels sprouts, and kale) as well as nightshade-family
members (such as potatoes, tomatoes, and eggplant). Tender seedlings are
most vulnerable to all sorts of insect infestation, so it's smart to start with
transplants, which are hardier. Here's another trick to try: Grow vulnerable
plants between hairy-leaf types, such as radishes, which f lea beetles don't like.

lnsect traps also work; you can make one by spreading Tangle-Trap, a sticky
organic compound sold at garden centers, onto cardboard and going from
plant to plant, f licking the invaders to their doom.

QUANDARY:

lVy cabbage heads
are splitting.
CAUSE: They may have been
overwatered (either by you or by
Mother Nature) after a dry spell.
Or they might just be too mature.
CURE: lf you don't want to pick all
your cabbages at once and you
want to leave heads in the garden
after they firm up, gently
pull up on the stem
to break some of
the root hairs,
limitinghow
much waterthe
plant can absorb.

QUANDARY:

I vanked out
a'wilted bunch
of kale and
discovered bumpy,
swollen roots
rather than the
normal mass of
fine ones.
CAUSE: Clubroot, afungal disease
CURE: The fungus that causes
clubroot can persist in the soil for a
long time, so avoid growing plants
from the mustard family in that area
for at least seven years.

Frost sweetens the flavor of'Lacinto' kale (aka Tuscan kale),
which was grown in Thomas Jefferson's Monticello garden.

How to Avoid Trouble Before lt Starts
REJUVENATE YOUR SOIL You can reduce the risk of soil-borne problems by waiting three or four
years before you grow members of the same botanical family in a plot where they were grown before.

Parasites, bacteria, and fungal diseases tend to plague all members of a particular family: When you

remove their hosts, they die out. Rotating crops is especially important for the nightshade family (such

as tomato€s and potatoes), mustard-family crops (including cabbages and kale), and onions (like leeks

and garlic). Giving a bed a rest makes sense, too. Plant a cover crop, such as red clover, for a season.

When you eventually hoe or dig it into the soil, "it's like a dose of vitamins and nutrients for the garden,"

says Christine Mann, a gardener in Atlanta. "lt keeps the good microbes and the earthworms happy."

WATERING 1O1 Water deeply, using drip irrigation or a watering wand with a misting head held close

to the soil. Take it slow, and don't get the leaves wet, which can invite disease. Dig down into the soil

around the plant with your finger to make sure that it's moist to the touch around the roots, not iust
on the surface. And topthe soilwith weed- and pesticide-free mulch (like decomposed leaves,

mushroom compost, or whatever's available where you live) to reduce weeds and preserve moisture.

TAKE FIVE Colin Mccrate, founder of the Seattle Urban Farm Company, a landscaping firm that
specializes in home vegetable gardens, tells clients that they'd do better spending 5 minutes a day

tending their plots than devoting an entire weekend to them once a month, When weeds are tiny, you

can almost brush them away. Vigilance also helps you to spot and act on insect and disease

symptoms early. And you're more likely to harvest vegetables in their prime.

ra L.

I L

t-lI
I l

r

p
a

\

o

I

B*

FOR [/ORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 96



ZVCCHINI
QUANDARY:

The vines are
smothering
everything in
their path, and the
squash look like
baseballbats.
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GAUSE: You were overzealous
in your estimate of how many of
these robust vines you really
needed-and then picked too few
at harvest time.
CURE: lf yourgarden istighton
space, avoid vigorous ramblers and
look for bush varieties of zucchini
that grow upright, like'Fordhook'
and 'Astia.' Compact varieties can
even begrown in containers. lf you
go with the old-fashioned vines,
control the common urge to plant
every seed in the packet: Limit
yourselfto a couple of plants, then
pick the zucchini two or three times
a week, when they are between 5
and 6 inches long. Harvesting often
encourages the plants to get back to
the business of growing f lowers,
which eventually yields a larger
quantity of squash.

Compact bush varieties of zucchini,
like 'Tigress' (shown), are good
choices for small gardens.

Plant legumes, like peas or beans,
after a season of tomatoes to help

restore nutrients to the soil.

PEAS,BEANS&CORN
QUANDARY:

It/y dream garden has vanished. Where peas or
beans or corn were planted, there are now iust holes
pecked in the soil or pieces of half-eaten seedlings.
CAUSE: The early bird got the seeds.
CURE: Scarecrows were invented forthis reason. Some modern twists play offthe fact that birds
are distracted by ref lections: Crisscross your beds with string, and place ref lective tape, glistening
CDs, or shiny tin plates every few feet. Or cover beds with row covers until seedlings are several
inches tall. Cindy Harrison, a gardener on Bainbridge lsland, Washington, used this camouf lage
trick: "l planted pea seeds in between purchased pea starts. The birds fell for my ruse and did not
f ind the tiny seed sprouts between the more established starts." Result: "A great crop!"

QUANDARY:

Qeeds sprout and look fullof promise. Then , Zinst.
One morning, it looks lrke sorheone came throuEh
with arazorblade and cut all the young plants e
down at soil level.
CAUSE: cutworms-fat caterpillars that burrow in the soil or hide under leaves during
the day and come out at night to feed-are the culprits.
CURE: Cutworms can do severe damage in spring, before they turn into adult
moths. Seedlings are especially vulnerable. You can start peas and beans early
in pots and transplant them to the bed once the seedlings are hardier. Keep
cutworms from encircling tender stems by sticking a twig into the soil alongside
each new shoot, or protect them with cardboard collars. i
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, THE>

BATH

IN/PORTANT
NUMBERS

EVERY
HOMEOWNER

SHCULD KNOW

lnch for inch,
the bathroom
packs in more
f unctionality than
any other room
in the house
With scant space
to hide mistakes,
though, even tiny
miscalculations
can create big
problems-not
to mention
compromrse
safety. For
maximum
comfort,
convenience,
and utility, keep
these magic
numbers
in mind.

A NOTE ON
THE NUMBERS:
The recommended
dimensions and clearances
are based on national
building and design industry
guidelines. You can-and
should-adapt them to your
own size, circumstances,
and preferences. Just
be sure to comply with
local building codes to
ensure your safety.

Some spaces just feel good, and you can't put your
flnger on why. Chances are, itt because everything
is where it should be: Handles are easy to reach,
drawers open unobstructed, there's lightwhere you
need it. The key is knowing the right numbers. Our
room-by-room guide takes the guesswork out of
where to hang that towel rack or how long a curtain
rod to buy. Whether you're starting fresh orjust add-
ing afewupgrades, yourhome is sure to measure up.

By Nicole Dyer
lllustrations by Arthur Mount
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9 10 t2 13 14 l6

O

60"
Height of
robe hook

A

level)

36"*40"
Distance. between
vanitlr sconces for
optimal lighting

n n
Height of
towel bar

32 -3C"
Height of
pedestal
sink

@
77"-19"
Height of
toilet seat

16"-

16"-19"
Distance on center
between toilet and

wall or obstacle

30"
Clearance
in front of
vanity, toilet,
or tub

36" by 36'
ldeal size of shower
stall. Door swing
requires at least its
own width in clear
floor space.

Height of
toilet-paper
holder

x -t )
Distance
from rim

77"_87"
ldeal height of showerhead

For households with growing kids or
big height disparities, consider a
showerhead with a bar that lets

you slide the fixture up and down.

15',
Depth of
showerseat 33"-36"

Height of grab
bars in shower

i stalls and
; bathrooms

17"-79"",
Heightof l

showerseat i

{&

A

15

I

1.1

I

--'/--l

60"-72"
Height of vanitlr
sconces (or eye

30''

30" .
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<THE>

KITCHEN t2"
Standard
depth of

upper
cabinetKeep the most popular

room in the house functional
and safe with these simple
design guidelines for the
placement of appliances,
cabi nets, and countertops.

30"
ldeal
distance
between
pendant
and island

25"
Standard
depth of

countertop

72"
Minimum
landing
area

\Z

10'i *Dl
Comfortable

distance between
stool and

countertop

48"
ldeal distance

between cabinet
and island for

two cooks

24"-36"
Distance from cooktop
to bottom ofvent hood,
depending on range
type and size

Hood depth
should cover

at least half of
front burner

50
ldeal

Standard
counter
height

lsland height
(based on type

of seating)

Amount vent hood
should overhang

range on either side

-llJ

area
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18"-20

24"-30"
Recommended
seatwidth
per adult12"

ldealangle
of banquette
back

18'
Bench height

(including any
seat cushions)

44"-49'
Height for

light switches

BREAKFAST BARS
AND ISLANDS

The right amount of overhang
lsland seating generally comes in
three heights: table (30 inches),
counter (36 inches), and bar
(42 inches). Each one requires a
different amount of overhang
(also called knee space) for diners
to sit comfortably. The higher the
seating, the less knee space needed,
as per these recommendations
from the National Kitchen and
Bath Association.

42 inches

36 inches

3O inches

12 inches

15 inches

18 inches
28"-30"
Table height

54"
Height of microwave

(or about 3 inches
below your shoulder)

15'-18"
Distance between

countertop and wall-

18"

36'',
Maximum distance
between sink and
dishwasher

Width of
landing area

I

I tl]l
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i
l
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Height of sink
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LIVING
ROOM

ldeal distance between
couch and coffee table

Distance curtain rod
overhangs window casing

Depth of bookshelf
(or 15 inches to fit
oversize art books)

ldeal distance between
living room chairs
placed side by side

w
Whetheryour
socialarea is
big or small,
the secret to
a comfortable
room for
entertaining,
TVwatching,
or just hanging
out is judicious
spacing.

Minimum
distance

from top of
window

casing to
curtain rod

Average
height of

wainscoting
(in a room

with an
8-foot

ceiling)

Z\

I

i
1

ldeal distance between
walland furniture

ldeal distance f rom rug to wall

II -

The best TV size and placement
For optimalviewing, size yourTV
based on its distance from the sofa.
To get the minimum screen size in
inches, divide the viewing distance
by 3; forthe maximum, divide bY

1.5. Already have a TV? Use these
guidelines to position your couch.
Aim for a 15- to 20-degree viewing
angle to the center of the screen.

40 inches

46 inches

52 inches

5 to 8 feet
6 to 10 feet
7 to 11 feet

,4}

?l;*.*"1
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LAUNDRY
ROOM
Squeezing big
machines into small
spaces can be a
challenge. Follow these
key measurements for
an efficient work area.

6"
Clearance behind washing
machines to allow for
hookups and venting

Counter
depth

for typical
34-inch-

deep
machines

r-,

15"-1
Distance
between

and
wall:mount

cabinets
1........->

7"-15"
Pedestal

height

24"
ldeal distance to
bottom of door

AQII. T(J
Clearancefor

front-loading laundry
machines to leave ample

room to open doors

Counter height
over washer and dryer,

depending on their height

40"-51

HOME
OFFICE
To boost
productivity,
create an
ergonomic setup
that rnaximizes
both comfort
and function.

20"
Minimum
distance
from face
to monitor,
or, ideally,
an arm's
length away

Clearance
for legs

Minimum
desktop width

Seat height
(with feet flat,
knees level
with hips, and
elbows bent at
90 degrees)

1

Average
desktop

depth

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 96
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Standard depth
of upper cabinets

THE

15'-20"
ldealviewing

angle to center
of monitor
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<ALL ABOUT>

an
For generations, these beloved shrubs
have charmed with their big blooms
and carefree nature. Find outwhich
varieties are right foryou and how to
keep them thriving By ANDRE,oT KEys

PERFECTION doesn't really exist in the plant world-or
on any planet where living things thrive. But hydrangeas

come pretty close. \7ith long-lasting blue, violet, pink, white,
or chartreuse blooms and an easygoing disposition, these

reliable summer-flowering shrubs look right at home in a
wide range of situations, from carefree cottage gardens to
more formally manicured ones.'!7hen many other flowering

shrubs and perennials have passed their peak, these decidu-

ous beauties continue their season-long performance, with
abundant, attention-grabbing flowers that dry to shades of
linen for autumn and winter interest.

For all their versatility and showmanship, hydrangeas are

not particularly picky about where you plant them. They'll
happily grow in just about any landscape that offers well-
drained soil, moisture, and some shade during the hottest
part of the day. New varieties have even been bred to re-

bloom throughout the season. They've also shed troubles

that plagued hydrangeas of previous generations, like floppy

flowers. You can find types with colorful fall foliage and

smaller stature, perfect for small yards. There are varieties

that boast more sun tolerance and extra cold hardiness, too.

So if you haven't explored the nursery lately and wonder if
these old-fashioned garden favorites are right for you, this is

the place to find out.

Bigleaf hydrangeas (shown) are found in gardens

across the United States, but the iconic shrub
actually hails from Japan. North America has its own

native species, however; both oakleaf and smooth
hydrangeas grow naturally in our eastern woodlands'
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WHERE DOTHEY
GROW? Hydrangeas
hold their own in USDA
Hardiness Zones 4 to 9.
They do well in acidic as
well as alkaline soils.
Unlike manyflowering
shrubs, they tolerate
both sun and shade.

WHEN TO BUY? L|KC

all shrubs, hydrangeas
are best planted in
spring or fall, when
temperatures are mild.
Summer planting is
never ideal, but with
plenty of water and
some shade, the plant
should power through.

HOW MUCH CARE?
After planting,
maintenance is easy,
calling for little more
than watering and
snrpping spent flowers.

ARETHEY PET-
SAFE? Keep Fido
and Fluffy away. All
hydrangeas contain
traces of cyanogenic
glycosides, toxtns that,
rf ingested, cause
gastrointestinal upset
rn cats and dogs.

WHAT DOTHEY
COST? A 1-gallon
pot goes for $20 to
$30, depending on
the variety.

.wi
.<t

t-
: l. ,i,,i.

a^ "'' o'-'

J'

rt

)

t_I

T.

lt

lt

ll

t+

t.

l-
l*-l
l--;,;;lt--:-k:d

lll
't, t, 

'

.i
s

\E!

't

t' F'

',

\.

;r
I

f

I

zo

z
!

-*
Frot
o
ts
F

d
o
o
t

\

\
*

.i'i 

'' 

i:

a II,
\

f

.\
4

'?t .-q

^tsVITA



I ALLABOUT HYDRANGEAS

Pick your plant
Here are six common types to know and love. Plant
several with different bloom times to prolong the show

BIGLEAF
HYDRANGEA
(Hyd rangea m acrophy I I a)
Selling points: This group has two
bloom shapes, round mopheads
and f lat lacecaps. Most f lower in

early summer on buds set the
previous year, but everbloomers,
like'Endless Summer' (shown),
flower repeatedly into fall.
Size: Up to 6 feet tall and up to
8 feet wide
Zones:6to 9

SMOOTH
HYDRANGEA
(H y d r a n ge a a r borescens)
Selllng polnts: Cold hardy and
forgiving of dry shade, this tough
North American native boasts
white, sometimes pink, dome-like
blooms starting in early summer
and lasting into fall. 'Annabelle' is
an old-school standby, while
'lncrediball' is less prone to f lop.

Size: 3 to 5 feet tall and wide
Zones:4to 9

PANICLE
HYDRANGEA
( Hyd ra n ge a pa ni cul ata)
Selling points: Extra sun-loving,
this sizable type is the only
hydrangea you can train into a tree
form. Most varieties, including
'Little Lime' (shown), boast
cream-to-pink conical f lowers
that last into late summer.
Size: 10 to 22 feet tall and
up to 8 feet wtde
Zones: 4 to 8

IUOUNTAIN
HYDRANGEA
(Hydrangea serrata)
Selling points: This underused,
compact species produces

delicate bunches of lacecap
blooms from summer to autumn.
Dependingon soil pH, varieties
such as 'Bluebird' (shown) f lower
blue or pink, and some even boast
showy burgundyfoliage in fall.
Size: 4 feet tall and wide
Zones:6to 9

PLANTING
GUIDE
Only with proper
planting willyour
hydrangea be a
low-care shrub

, Spot a good site.
Although hydrangeas can

handle full sun in colder
climes, they typically
prefer morning sun and

afternoon shade. Select a

sheltered area with fertile
soil and ample room for
the shrub to spread.

, Prep the hole. Dig a

hole that is the same

depth as your hydrangea's

nursery pot and Nvo times

as wide. Remove the plant
from its container, gently
loosen any circling roots,
and plant at the same

depth at which it was
growing in its pot-
no deeper.

> Apply mulch. Spread an

organic mulch, such as

compost or shredded

bark, around the base of
the plant to maintain the

cool, moist soil conditions
in which hydrangea roots
thrive. A 2-inch mulch
layer is plenty.

-- Water regularly. After
planting, give the shrub a

long drink and continue
to check the soil for
dampness in the weeks

ahead. The soil beneath

the shrub should feel cool
and moist to the touch but
not wet; soggy soil leads

to root rot.

OAKLEAF
HYDRANGEA
(H yd ra ngea quercif ol i a)
Selling points: One of the best
picks for deep shade, this
southeastern native features
cone-shaped blooms f rom
mid- to late summer and heftY

leaves that turn purple-red in

autumn.'Snow Queen' (shown)
is especially bright in fall.
Size: 4 to 10 feet tall and uP to
8 feet wide
Zones: 5 to 9

CLIIVlBING
HYDRANGEA
(Hydrangea anomala subsp.
petiolarrs)
Selling points: Although slow
to start, this woody vine does
fine in sun or shade and offers
a multiseason show that's worth
the wait, with white lacecaP
summer f Iowers, golden fall
foliage, and russet-colored
winter stems.
Size: Up to 50 feet tall
Zones: 4 to 9
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Food, water,
shelter

Smooth hydrangea
'Annabelle'
benefits from the
shade of a tree.
Lime-hued lady's
mantle and violet
bellflowers provide
a nice contrast to
its white blooms.

CHANGING
BLOOM
COLOR
Soil pH is the key to
blue or pink flowers

Not crazy for that pale
blue your hydrangea
flaunts each summer?
Try deepening it or even
changing it to pink.
Bloom color for bigleaf
and mountain hydrangeas
depends in part on soil
pH. Most varieties flower
blue in very acidic soils
(pH 5.5 and lower),
purple or a mix of shades
in less acidic soils, and
pink in more alkaline soils
(pH 5.5 and higher).
Using soil amendments
that tamper with pH can
intensify a shrub's hue or
change it altogether. Just
be prepared to keep
reapplying.

Mafure shrubs are
easygoing and require
minimal attention

> Go easy on the fertilizer.
Overfeeding can burn roots, and
too much nitrogen leads to more
foliage than flowers. In early spring,
sprinkle just a half cup of slow-
release 10-10-10 granular plant
food around the shrub's entire roor
zone, then apply a second dose in
midsummer. Hydrangeas also benefit
from an annual topdressing of well-
rotted manure or compost, which
supplies nurrienrs and improves the
soil's moisture retention.

> Ready your garden hose.
Hydrangeas are heavy drinkers.
Those planted in sandS fast-
draining soils or beneath water-
hogging shade trees are especially
prone to drying out in summer.
During the growing season,
regularly check the top 5 inches

of soil for moisture and warer
deeply when it feels dry.

> Beware of frosts. Bigleaf varieties
can be fickle bloomers because their
flower buds sometimes fall victim to
late frosts. For winter protection,
cover the shrub with evergreen
boughs or surround it with an open
cylinder of chicken wire filled
with straw. Just be sure to promptly
remove the covering once the
threat of frost has passed. Or, better
yet, plant panicle, smooth, or
everblooming varieties, which all
bud too late in spring to freeze.

DON'T
PRUNE OFF
THE BUDS!
An annual trim
to remove spent
flowers and
trigger growth
keeps shrubs
tidy. But before
you snip, know
which hydrangea
type you have.
Pruning time
hinges on when
shrubs set their
buds, and not all
types are on the
same schedule.

> Why it works
Hydrangeas require
aluminum to produce
blue flowers. Plants can
easily extract metals from
acidic soils, but under
alkaline conditions,
metals become insoluble
and flowers bloom pink.

PRUNE OLD.WOOD BLOON/ERS
AS FLOWERS FADE. The ftower
buds of this group-which include
bigleaf, oakleaf, mountain, and
climbing varieties-are produced
the previous summer. To avoid
accidentally cutting off buds, prune
these shrubs before buds start to
form, snipping fading blooms just
above a nearby leaf node.

PRUNE NEW.WOOD BLOON/ERS
lN LATE WINTER The budson
panicle and smooth hydrangeas
form and flower all in one summer,
so there's a wider window for
pruning. When shrubs are dormant,
snip dried flowers just above a leaf
node where you'd like two new
stems to sprout, or cut back the
whole shrub 2 feet from the ground.

> What to do For pink
flowers, mix L tablespoon
of hydrated lime into 1

gallon of water and pour
under the shrub. To go
from pink to blue, try a
soil drench of 1 tablespoon
of aluminum sulfate (sold
as "soil acidifier")
dissolved in 1 gallon of
water. Apply either
solution monthly in
March, April, and May.

I
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Ways to use them
Versatility is one of the hydrangea's greatest attributes.
There's a variety for practically every spot in the yard

ALL ABOUT HYDRANGEAS

1> AS A TREE Panicle
hydrangeas naturally grow
as shrubs, but a little pruning
can turn them into trees, or
standards, making room for
more plantings at their feet.
H. paniculata' Grandif lora'
(shown), commonly called
PeeGee, takes on a dramatic
tree form. Towering up to 22
feet, it boasts white summer
flowers that mature to rose,
while newer dwarfs, such as
'Limelight,'top out at 8 feet.

2>TO CLIMB A
STRUCTURE Anygarden
structure looks lovelier with
a vine scampering uP it.
Place climbing hydrangea
near entrStways or seating
areas where you'll enioy its
sweetly scented flowers.
And give its aerial roots
something sturdy to cling to,
such as a masonry wall or a
large tree trunk. Standout
varieties include variegated
' Firef ly' and its silvery-leaved
cousin, 'Moonlight.'

:.i> IN TIGHT SPACES
Thanks to the manY recentlY
introduced dwarf varieties,
it's easier than ever to make
room for hydrangeas. lf
your yard has onlY a little
space to spare, consider
trying the 3-foot-tall-and-
wide mophead'Glowing
Embers' (shown), the iconic
pink or blue everbloomer
'Mini Penny,' or'Little
Honey,' a white-flowering
oakleaf varietY with
chartreuse foliage.

+> IN A CONTAINER
Planted in pots, hYdrangeas
can bring beautY to Patios or
decks. ComPact varieties,
such as'Penny Mac' (shown),

work especially well and helP

ensure a full look. Just be
sure your shrub has good

drainage and PlenRt of water;
potted plants dry out faster
than ones in the ground.
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{r}
,

'a
,/

,&f

t

# a

I

'-,1

a,
tr'I

f,_,

r;
-tr

I

a

!
-+



Fixes for common woes
Although hydrangeas are usually troub le - free,
poor_growing conditions occasionally result in less
thanlovelyshrubs

ft

e

$
WILTING FOLIAGE >

doesn'talways mean
drought. If the plant's
leaves are wilry and its

CHALKY FOLIAGE > is a
symptom of powdery
mildew.Itmight
look like a dusting

feet are wet, you've likely caused
root rot by overwatering. Leaves
might also wilt in high heat or full
sun. In this case, they'll recover
overnight. But if it happens dailS a
move to a shadier locale is in order.

of confectioners' sugar, but itt
actually a fungal disease. Plants
growing in sites with high humidiry
and poor air circulation are
especially vulnerable. Transplanting
or pruning back neighboring
plants can help tilt conditions in
your shrub's favor, as can
removing any affected foliage
in fall to prevenr the disease
from wintering over.

NO BLOOMS > has
several causes.
Pruning at the wrong
time of year and

YELLOWING LEAVES >

often signal a nutrient
deficiency. If only new
foliage is affected, the

plant may need more iron. This
condition is called chlorosis and
often occurs where soils have a

high pH. Amending the soil with
chelated iron and mixing in some
compost will correct the issue. If
only older leaves are yellowing,
however, try fertilizing. The shrub
may need nitrogen.

mistakenly snipping off buds is a
common culprit. But an extra-harsh
winter or a planting site with too
much shade are also possible causes.

COMPANION
PLANTINGS
All great planr combinations play on
similarities and differences. Most of us
think of hydrangeas in terms of flower
color, but they also offer bold textures
with their foliage, and round shapes with
their mounding habit and big blooms. As
you select neighbors for your shrub, opt
for ones that repeat or contrast with some
of these features. The following perennials
do a little of both; match your shrub with
one or more for a no-fail combo.

> Ferns Most are fine-textured and
vase-shaped, contrasting nicely with the
hydrangeat bold, round curves. Two
tried-and-true picks are silvery ghost fern
or evergreen soft shield fern (shown).

> Ornamental grasses Their airy leaves
make a stunning counterpoint to the
hydrangea's dense, mounding foliage.
Consider pairing a hydrangea with Korean
feather reed grass, which thrives in part
shade and sports pinkish plumes in summer.

- Hostas The teardrop leaves of this
classic shade dweller echo those of everv
hydrangea excepr oakleaf, while their hot
and cool hues creare contrasr. Try pairing
a blue-flowering hydrangea, for instance,
with a gold-leaved hosra, or a blue-leaved
hosta with a shrub that blooms pink. r
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PROPAGATE TO MULTIPLY YOUR RICHES
lf you have one shrub, you can easily get more by using this simple method,
called layering. ln spring or early fall, select a low, f lexible stem almost
parallel to the ground. Leave foliage on only the top 12 inches of the branch
and strip off the rest. Burythe leafless section several inches deep, leaving
the top 12 inches of stem above ground. Use a rock to keep the buried

section from popping up,
and stake the portion above-
ground so that it stands
straight. After a year or so,
give the branch a slight tug-
if it resists, it's rooted. Snip
the stem nearthe base ofthe
mother plant. Then, to help
prevent the rooted branch
from going into shock, wait a
few weeks before digging it
up and transplanting.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 96
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I have some packets of seeds
left over from lastyear's
vegetable garden. Can I
plant them this year?

-N/IKE HAWKEN. FAIRFIELD, CONN,
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? a That depends. Onion, parsnip, and parsley
seeds aren't hardy enough to be stored.
But most other seeds, including beets,
stay viable for two to four years if kept
somewhere dark, cool, and dry. A
basement or refrigerator should work,

., but not a freezer. Sealthe packets in a
\ plastic bag and write the date in

permanent marker to ensure that you
don't plant seeds past their prime.

-ROGER COOK. TOH LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
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GRASS SEED WI LL NEVER GROW A LAWN LIKE T}IISI
Save Water! Save Time! Save Workl

Grass Seed ls
For The Birds!
Stop wasting money, time
and work sowing new gnss
seed each spring, only
to see birds eat the seed -
or nin wash it away -
before it can root. Plant a
genuine Amazoy"Zoysia
lawn from our living Plugs

only once... and never plant

Eliminates Endless
Weeds And Weeding!
No more pulling out weeds by hand or weeds
sprouting up all over your lawn. Zoysia plugs spread
into a dense, plush, deep+ooted, established iawn
that drives out unwanted growth and stops crab-
gns and summer weeds from germinating.

Environmentally Friendly,
No Chemicals Needed! -

No weeding means no chemicals. you'tl never
have to spray poisonous pesticides and weed
killers again! Zoysia lawns are safer for the
environment, as well as for family and pets!

Cuts Watering & Mowing
By As Much As ?3!
Many established
Zoysia lawns only
need to be
mowed once or
twice a season.
Waterint is rarely,
if ever, needed -
even in summer!

. Meyer Zoysia Grass was perfected by
the U.S. Gov't, released in cboperation wittr
the U.S. Goll Association as a superior grass.

Save Money!
Stays Green In Summer
Through Heat & Drought!
When ordinary lawns brown up in summer heat and
drought, your Zoysia lawn stays green and beautiful.
The hotter it gets, the better it grow s. Zoysia thrives
in blistering heat (120 ), yet it wont winterkill to 30"
below zero. lt only goes off its green color after killing
frosts, but color returns with consistent spring
warmth. Zoysia is the perfect choice for water
restrictions and drought areas!

Our Customers Love
Their Zoysia Lawns!
One of our typical customers, Mrs. M.R. Mitter of
PA, wrote how "l've never watered it only when
I put the Plugs in... Last summer we had ii mowed
2 times... When everybodyi lawns here are brown
from drou6ht, ours just stays as treen as everl"

Order Now And Save!
The more Amazoy-Zoysia Plugs you order, the more
you SAVE! And remember. once your Zoysia tawn is
established, you'll have an endles supply of new plues

for planting wherever you need them.'Order now! "

FREE!-:-T,il#::
Saves time, work ard e{fort when making holes for plugsl

a new lawn again!

Zoysia Grows Where
Other Grass Doesn't!
Zoysia.is the perfect choice for hard-to-cover spots,
areas that are play-wom or luve partial shade, and
tor stopping erosion on slopes. North, South, East,
West - Zoysia will grow in any soil, no ifs, ands or buts!

02014 Zoysio Form liur*ris, 36t/ old Toneyrown Rd, Toneyrown, MD 2t787 WtUW.ZOySiaFafmS.COm/mag
0rder Now and Save Over i0% - Harvested From Our Farms And

Pleose send me
Moil

To You Direct!
I I I -

Write prire ol order here S poyment melhod

Md. residents odd 6% tox S (rheck one)

shipping s- 
D Ge* I lt()

tr Moster(ord

tt{(t0StDI0TAL S- D Viso(ord# 
[xp. Dote_

Nome

Addres

ctv

zip

We ship all orders he sme day plu$ m packed at earliesl mrect planting time in youraea.

I !TnS. GOfff/ma g lor shippd nbi& tu tlsA or inro vlA or 0r

---r----Ir____E_I_

lo: Z.-O,YSIA FARI| II|URSERIES
3617 Old Toneytovm Rood, ToneyrownlD 2iW- 

-- --

Each Zoylsia Ptug You plant ln lbur Soil ls
GUARAtrIEED TO GROW

Wilhln tls llays (hWe'[ Bephce tt FBEE!

QIY # PI.UGS + [REt Plug: Retoil Volue Your Pdre + 5hipping Sove

150 st4.95 s r4.95 s 5.00

500 + 100
+ lree

Stepon Plugger
s84.00 s45.60 s 7.00 38o/o

750 + I50
lree

5tep'on Plugger st28.00 s74.50 s.r+os
rRtt

42o/o

1100 + 400
+free Amozoy

Porer Augei s220.00 sge.r 0
51+0s
tRtt 520/o

r 500 + 900
+ free Amozov
Prysr Auoer AllD
Steprn flugger

si55.00 s r {7.50 $35J0
IREI 59o/o

J Extro Slep.on Plugger 58,95 + S3 Shipping [xtrotr PowerAmozoy 3/8'Auger* for s24.950rill +55 Shipping

SAVE Even More With FREE Shipping!

Polenl

I I I I - - I - I I I I I
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Ourcast
ofveteran

experts

TOM SILVA
General Contractor

ABRAM
Carpenter

NORM RICHARD TRETHEWEY
Plumbing and Heating
Expert

ROGER COOK
Landscape Contractor

KEVIN O'CONNOR
Host[,4aster
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Our%"rtipede grass has brown spots-with
a thimavbr of dead Erass underneath.
Feftiffirig and rakinldon't help. \1h4t
can Im tolmake myEwn green again?

ffi' -JUSrtN FARNSWoRTH, LADSoN, s.c.

ROGER COOK REPLIES: Centipede
grass is a tough, slow-growing spe-

cies well suited to your warm, wet
climate. But as with many other turf-
grasses, it is susceptible to a buildup
of excess thatch-a layer of roots
and plant debris that accumulates
just beneath the grass blades. \7hen
thatch gets too thick, it blocks water,

oxygen, and nutrients from reaching

the soil and encourages roots to
grow near the surface, making them

more vulnerable to heat and cold,
drought, disease, and being scalPed

by a mower. Adding more fertilizer
only thickens the thatch. Luckily the

cure is simple: Rip it out, a process

called dethatching.
To see ifyour turf needs to be de-

thatched, dig up a small clumP,
shake off the soil, and measure the

thickness of the fibrous layer at the

base ofthe grass. (\(hile you're at it,
gather a soil sample and have it test-

ed so that you know its pH, nitro-
gen, potassium, and phosPhorus

levels for later.) A thatch layer up to
half an inch thick is good-it insu-

lates the soil and retains moisture.

But if it's 1 inch or thicker, you need

to take action.
Timing is crucial. Where you live,

plan to dethatch in early spring, be-

fore the heat and dryness of summer.

(The same goes for thatch-prone spe-

cies that thrive in my cooler climate,

such as Kentucky bluegrass, creeP-

ing red fescue, and creePing bent-
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With each Pass
of a power rake,

Roger Cook
churns uP the
thatch that is

preventing water,
oxygen, and

nutrients from
reaching the soil.
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grass. My cue is when the forsythia
starts blooming at the end of April.)
In areas with winters colder than
yours, centipede grass should be de-
thatched in late May or early June,
when it's growing vigorously.

If you have a small lawn, less
than 1,000 square feet, all you need
is a detharching rake and a strong
back. For larger lawns, .enr , gas- i

powered dethatcher or power rake.
Have the blades' spacing set ro 2 to
3 inches and adlust their depth to
t/cinch. Make only parallel passes

across your lawn, and be careful to
lift the blades when making a rurn.
Use a leaf rake to clean away rhe de-
bris thar a detharcher kicks up (it 

,

makes great composr). Then warer,
reseed, and, if the soil resr calls for ir,
apply fertilizer and lime. For spring
reseedings, I use fertilizers contain- i

ing Tupersan, a crabgrass suppres-
sant that still allows turfgrass seeds ,

to germinate.

To prevent rharch from coming
back, mow ir berween 'l and2 inches
high. (Mosr orher grasses should be
left Ionger to rpr, ,oo, gro*h.) And
be stingy with the nitrogen during I

mid-season feedings: no more than a
pound per 1,000 square feetperyear.,
Even befter, water occasionally with ,

compost tea, and, in the fall, aerate 1

the soil, then top-dress it with % inch
of compost. The microorganisms in
the compost speed the breakdown of ,

thatch into soil.
Derhatching is a stressful rrear- :

ment for any lawn; wait a couple of ,

years before doing it again.

Fixasagginggate
Our fence gate sags and

won't latch properly. Relocating
the latch helped for a while, but
it's sagging again. ls there a more
permanent solution?

_KEN SWEARINGEN, PLANO, TEXAS

INCORRECT

The gate above sags
because its braces aren't
oriented correctly. Note

how they are properly
placed in the gate at right.

TOM SILVA REPLTES: I can see from
your phoro why your gate is sag-
ging. The diagonal braces should
form an arrow pointing toward the
latch. Luckily, you can fix it without

i too much trouble.
i Prop up the latch side ofthe gate

; about % inch higher than where
; you want it. Pry off the existing
i braces, and cut two new 2x4 pieces
i to fit diagonally between the rails.
i The upper piece should slanr down-
i ward from the top hinge while the

lower piece should slant upward
from the bottom hinge, and the two
should meet on either side of rhe
middle rail.

The braces musr fir snugly be-
tween the rails, so be sure to make
these cuts precisely. To do that, lay
each2x4 in posirion over both rails,
then use the rails as a guide to mark
the cutlines on rhe back of each
brace. Make the cuts on the waste
side of the line; you can shave a little
more off, if necessarg for a tight fit.
To attach each brace, drive two
screws through each of the vertical
boards it crosses. Make sure all
the other fasteners on the gate are
tight. Now you can remove rhe
prop. The door should stay where it
belongs-and latch easily.

Cork-floorcare
We just removed the carpet

that covered the original cork
floors in our 1923 house. Can the
cork be restored or would it be
better to replace it?

_SUE PALMER,
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS. OHIO

KEVIN O'CONNOR REPLIES: Accord-
ing to Todd Schutte, director oftrain-
ing and technical services at Bona
US, a maker of floor-care products,
you should be able to get the old cork
back in shape. "Refinishing a cork
floor isn't all that different from re-
finishing a hardwood flooq" he says.

First, make sure that the floor is
at least ls inch thick. ,,An 

easy way
to check a floor's thickness is to lift
up a floor register," he says. Given
the age of your house, Schufte sus-
pects that your cork is solid and
therefore plenty thick. Some newer
cork flooring has a wear-layer ve-
neer thatt too thin to be refinished.

Ifyour cork is thick enough, hire
a flooring contractor to ,.screen,, or
"disc" the surface using a buffer fit-
ted with a sanding screen. Schutte
says a drum sander, typically used to
refinish hardwood fl ooring, would be
too aggressive. Screening removes

o
Circular-saw

guide

o
Ladder

support for
paint tray

o
Shelf bracket

o
Table-saw
push stick

FOR THE
ANSWER.

SEE PAGE 94

What
is it?

APRIL 20I+ THISOLDHOUSE.COM 89

2)

!r

(

I

-T--r-r-l



the ground-in dirt and old finish and

opens up the cork for a new finish. If
the screengums upwithwax, a com-

mon coating on cork years a8o, the

floor should be stripped before con-

tinuing. The safest finish for a previ-

ously waxed cork floor is a new coat
of wax; anything else may not ad-

here reliably.
As for wax-free cork floors,

Schutte says they can be protected

in one of two ways. You can apply a

penetrating floor oil to even out the

color, followed by a coat of hard wax
oil. Or you can stain the cork, apply

a floor sealer to reduce top-coat pen-

etration, then cover with two coats

of a polyurethane, as you would a

wood floor. He says a polyurethane

stands up well to foot traffic but is
difficult to repair if it wears thto"gh.
Hard wax oil, like wax, is easy to
reapply but wears away fairly quick-

ly in high-traffic areas.
IU7hichever route you choose,

Schutte recommends following the

contractor's regular maintenance
guidelines and setting up a contract

with him or her to keeP the finish in

shape. That'll hold offanother refin-

ishing job for as long as Possible.

Laum invader
Each spring, a Plant invades

my lawn, then dies back. Weed

killer doesn't helP. How can I find
out what it is?

-BRIAN LEWANDOWSKI, LANCASTER, N.Y

ROGER COOK REPLIES: Dig it uP, seal

it in a plastic bag, and send it to the

agriculture or horticulture program

of your nearest cooperative exten-

sion office. Local offices are listed on

the USDA website (csrees.usda.gov).

Once they identify the weed, You'll
have a fighting chance against it.

Continued on Page 93
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TOM SILVA REPLIES: You maYwant
to consider fiberglass gutters like
those chosen by the owners of the
latest fOH TV project house, in
Arlington, Massachusetts. Made
and hung by The Fiberglass Gutter
Company (f iberglassgutter.com),
they look just like traditional wood,
but they'll never rot or need paint.
And because the seams are fused
in the field, they won't leak, either.

Ourhistoric district says our
reDlacement gutters must be
w6od, but we'E Hke to avoid the
mainten*"":#.Y.1,*.t.1i3,,.*,o,.

Many historic districts in New
England have already approved
these gutters as replacements for
wood. When your district sees them,
maybe you'll also get a green light.

The company ships gutters
in 26-foot sections all over the
country, so take a look at the stePs
at right to see if the Project is

something you'd like to do yourself
or hire out.

lnstaller Peter
Robinson
makes surethe
gutter slopes
Yr inch every
1O feet.

cosT $33 per linear foot
TIME About 17 linear feet
per person per hour
DIFFICULTY Moderate.
Requires working with
goopy resins while
perched on a ladder.
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1l Attachstand-off blocks. With a
12-inch miter saw, cut 7re-inch slices from
the end of a %x6 piece of cellular PVC trim
to use as stand-off blocks. Nail them
vertically to the fascia at each rafter location
with 18-gauge stainless-steel brads, as
shown. Next, snap a chalk line over the
blocks where you want the top of the gutter's
back edge to go. lt should slope toward the
downspout location % inch per 10 feet.

2l Cut sections to length. Wea ri ng a
dust mask, gloves, and eye protection,
cut the gutter with the miter saw. For runs
that end at a corner, cut the gutter ends
square to match the length of the fascia.
Sections that meet at a corner need to be
mitered. For each outside miter cut, add
the spacer-block thickness to the fascia
length. For each inside miter cut, subtract
the block's thickness.

3l Mountthegutter. Sand the trough
at each cut with 80-grit paper. Then,
with a helper, lift the gutter into position
against the spacers and line up its back
edge with the chalk line. Drive a 37a-inch
stainless-steel structural screw through
the back edge, through the stand-off
block, and into the rafter. Repeat at
each stand-off block.

6l Eastenthe doffitspout. Fit the
downspout over the ouflet and join
them with three stainless-steel sheet-
metal screws, as shown. Repeat at each
downspout joint. Finally, wearing gloves
and a respirator, fill the joints on the
outside of the gutter with a gelcoat-resin
mix thickened with a microballoon filler.
Clean the joints with acetone, then apply
the putty with a gloved finger. Wipe up
any excess with acetone.

T

4l Sealthe joints To join miters and attach
end caps, superglue the pieces together
and tape over the.joint on the outside of
the gutter. Cut two 6-inch-wide strips of
fiberglass mat long enough to coverthe
joint in the trough. Put on an organic-vapor
respirator and gloves, and wipe the sanded
surfaces with acetone. Brush a mix of
polyester resin and gelcoat into the trough
and onto the strips until the fibers are
saturated. After 30 minutes, snip off any
projecting fibers and remove the tape.

fl

TJ

5l Setthe outlets. At each downspout
location, use a2t/z-inch hole saw to cut
through the bottom of the trough. Wearing
latex gloves, squeeze a bead of fast-cure
marine-grade polyurethane sealant onto
the flange of the downspout ouflet. Then,
holding the outlet as shown, set it into the
hole, sealant side down. Wait about an
hour for the sealant to set before attaching
the downspout.
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Visit thisoldhouse.co m/
allaccess to begin enioying
the tablet edition todaY !
Available on iPad@, Kindle Fire'", NOOK", Google Play",
Next lssue@ and on the Windows 8 operating system through
the Next Issue@ and NOOK" aPPs.

O 2013 TIME lNC. iPad is a trademark of Apple lnc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Kindle

and Kindle Fire are trademarks of Amazon.com, lnc. or its aff iliates. NOOK is a registered trademark
of Barnesandnoble.com LLC or its affiliates. Google Play is a trademark of Google lnc. windows 8 is

a registerea trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and other countries. THIS OLD

HOUSE is a trademark of This Old House Ventures lnc., registered in the U.S. and other countries.
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Asl< THrs oLD HousE

New recessed lights
I recently pulled down the

crumbling ceiling in my kitchen,
exposingthe joists. I'd like to have
recessed can lights in the new ceiling,
but I'm not sure whether to install
them before the drywallgoes up or
after. Which method will be easier?

_RICHARD BRICKLEY, NORTH OLMSTED. OHIO

TOM SILVA REPLIES: It will be far easier
and faster to install new-construction re-
cessed fixtures while the ceiling is open,
rather than to cut holes in your new ceiling
and then install remodel units.

So the obvious next question is: How
do you put up the ceiling drywall without
burying the lights? Well, you do bury
them--each sheet of drywall goes up intact,
without any holes-then you go back and
cut a hole in each location using the fixture
itselfto guide each cut. To do this, you need

a cutout tool, which is basically a small one-
handed router built for slicing through dry-
wall. (If you don't want to shell out about
$70 for one, you canrentit.)Here's howthe
job's done.

After the fixtures are installed, but be-
fore you put up a drywall sheet that will
cover them, measure out from the center of
the fixture in two directions----one parallel
to the joists and one perpendicular to
them-to where the corresponding edges
of the sheet will land. That might be out to
a wall or to the edge of a drywall sheet
that's already installed. Transfer those
measurements to the side of the sheet that
will face down, and mark where they inter-
sect. Now you'll know where each light is
located after the ceiling is in place.

When the sheets are all up, fit a drywall-
cutting bit into the cutout tool's chuck, and
set the bit % inch deeper than the thickness
of the drywall. Now plunge the bit into the

mark at the center of the fixture and cut
through the drywall in any direction out to
the fixture's trim ring. !7hen the bit hits the
ring, hop the bit over to the ring's outside
edge. Hold the bit against the edge as you
cut around it. The result: a perfect circle,
exactly where it should be.

Cutting drywall this way is dusty busi-
ness, so always wear a mask and safety
glasses. Hearing protection is also a must.
Cutout tools are noisy little buggers.

Asl< THrs oLD HousE
Go to: thisoldhouse.com/ask;toh

Or write to: Ask This Old House,
This Old House magazine, li!5 West 50th
Street, New York, NY 10020

lnclude a complete address and da)rtime phone
number. Published questions will be edited for clarity
and length and may be used in other media. We
regret that, because of the volume of mail received,
we're unable to reply to unpublished questions.

Before

After

FRAMES

MIBROR?
Frawte [t.

Scan for

u'""

ltt the DIY frame you install while your mirror,s on
the wall. Over 65 beautiful styles. Order samples
and start your mirror makeover today.

mirrormate.com
(866) 304-6283

MirrorMate,

MEdTE
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Frame style: Grandezza T\r\
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Asl< THrs oLD HousE

PROJECT
OF THE WEEK

More
More

saving.
dolng:

HOWTO
BUILDA RAISED
HERB GARDEN

PLANTER

Norm's
tricks of the trade

I canf,fi nd face-grain wood plugs tomatch the
woofl'm usingon a stairproject. What now?

fr -ToDDLocKWooD,MARYSVILLE,wASH'strffii = L

1l Ctramptheacrapto a workbench and
put the bit in the drill. Hold it perpendicular
to the wood's face, turn it on, then slowly sink

the cutter about % inch into the scrap. With

the bit spinning, lift it straight out. Repeat in

different places on the scrap so that you'll
have a selection of colors and grain patterns

to match the wood being plugged.

plug-cutter- - - -
attachment

A Why not make your own? You need a drill, a scrap of the same wood
f\ you're trying to match, and a plug cutter. These cutters carve plugs

f rom 7n inch to 1% inches in diameter, as well as metric sizes, to match the
diameter of the counterbore, the cylindrical recess in which the screw sits.
Make sure your cutter can be used with a drill-some require a drill
press-then follow these steps.

2l Snap the plug Aee. After the
cutter has done its job, the bottom of
the plug is still attached to the scrap.

lnsert a flathead screwdriver into
the slot next to the plug and gently
pry up. lt doesn't take much force to
crack it loose.

Growing fresh herbs indoors can be
a tricky task, but an outdoor garden
bed requires yard space that not all
of us have. So what's an herb lover
to do? lf you've got a free afternoon
and basic carpentry skills, you can
build an all-weather raised planter
that can live on your porch or patio.

Constructed of pressure-treated
deck posts and boards that You can
find at your local home center, this
compact piece takes uP less than
6 square feet, and even has a few
handy hooks to hold your gardening
tools. Best of all, it will let you enjoy
fresh herbs all season long

You'll find all the tools and supplies
necessary for this*and anY-
home project at The Home DePot
nearest you.

For easy how-to instructions
and a list of the tools and
materials you'll need, go to
thisoldhouse.com/Pro!ect
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(D Circular-saw guide
The Square-Cut works like a rafter
square but has an arm that adjusts
to the offset between the blade
and the shoe. You simply align the
arm with the cutline and make
the cut. $12; kregtool.com I

What
is it?
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Events, Promotions,
Advertiser Product News, etc.

ADVERTISEMENT

Even at low water pressures, Waterpik@ Showerheads with OptiFLOW@

can improve water force up to 30% for a more powerful and invigorating

shower experience. To learn more, visit waterpik.com/shower-head.

Marvin Shades
Elegant, Functional.

Experience a revolutionary innovation capable of changing the way
you see the world. Marvin Shades feature the only integrated

solution available, seamlessly blending into windows and doors and

the overall aesthetic of your home with a precise fit. They operate

with ease, providing you as much privacy and light as you desire.

Find the fit that will enhance your home at Marvin.com/Shades

:
waterpik'

futredreads

TIARVINTd
V/ ndows ard Doors

Buih around you.

GiEIGCI,
Real Service. Real Savings.@

For your next DIY prolea, why not switch your auto insurance to
GEICO? You could save $500 or more*, all while enioying24/7

service and fast, fair claim handling. An upgrade like that will make

all of the neighbors jealous. Get your free quote today.

Visit geico.com or call "l-800-947-AUTO (2885).

*Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and feat!res are not available in all states or all GEICO companies.

Average savrngs amount based on nationaL GEICO New Policyholder survey data through September 2014

GEICO s a regi*ered sefrice mark of Golernment Employ@s lnsurance Company, Washington, D.C.20076;

a Berksh re Hathaway lnc. subsidiary O2014 GEICO

Rinnai
Discover the Benefits of Tankless

You have enough things to worry about every day-hot water shouldn't
be one of them. Thats why Rinnai Tankless Water Heaters provide

an endless, energy-efficient supply of hot water whenever, wherever,

and for as long as you need it. Even for multiple tasks at the same time.

Because Rinnai Tankless Water Heaters heat water as it's needed,

there is no risk of running out and no need to plan your hot water
usage. Rinnai offers you the ultimate hot water experience-a whole
new way to think about hot water. One we're sure you'll find
quite enjoyable.

Learn more at rinnai.us/tankless Rirmai.

PowerfuI
showerheads"

Be prepared.

waterpik
shanuerheac:;
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Directory^,R120,4
COVER: See "All About Hydrangeas" (pp. 80-85).

CHECKLIST (p. 12) Thanksto Ashley Eldridge,
Chimney Safety lnspectors of America; csia.org. Bill
Loden, American Society of Home lnspectors; ashi
.com. Chris Hall: RepairClinic.com. Susan Littlefield,
National Gardening Association; garden.org.

HOME SOLUTIONS (pp. 15-21) Budget redo:
Homeowner's blog: Blissfully Ever After;
blissfullyeverafter.net. When a crack is cause
for worry: Iftanfts to Randon Gregory, Director of
Franchising; ramjack.com.

BEFORE + AFTER KITCHEN: Retro redo
(pp. 22-26) Cabinetmaker: Ellis & Doyle,
San Luis Obispo, CA; 805-543-4669; elliscabinets
.com. Sink: Ohmega Salvage, Berkeley, CA;

510-843-7368; ohmegasalvage.com. Faucet:
chicagofaucets.com. Frames in reading nook:
bedbathandbeyond.com,

BEFORE + AFTER BEDROOM: From cold to
comfu (pp. 3J-33) Designer: Beth Bynon, Bynon
Design, Oceanside, CA; bethbynon.com. Custom
headboard: Tony's Custom Upholstery, San lvlarcos,
CA: 760-591-9686. Coverlet: bedbathandbeyond

.com. Yellow throw, large yellow patterned pillows,
white drum table, and mug: homegoods.com. Solid
yellow and blue pillows: crateandbarrel.com.
Jacquard leaf silk pillows and honeycomb crewel
pillows: westelm.com. Bench: pierl,com. Fireplace
tile: St. Germain Colorbody Porcelain in SE-61

Creme; americanolean.com.

GET THIS LOOK FOR LESS: Traditional-meets-
modern dining space (pp. 42-43) Designer-
builder: Kim Clements, Creative Director, J.A.S.

Design Build, Seattle, WA; jasdesignbuild.com.

DEMYSTIFYING LEDs (pp. 45-47) Thanks to
Terry McGowan, American Lighting Association;
americanlightingassoc.com. Alliance for Solid-State
lllumination Systems and Technologtes at
Rensselaer Polytechnic lnstitute's Lighting Research
Center; lrc.rpi.edu. lr/ike Connors; bulbs.com.

BUILD lT OR BUY lT: Standlng coatrack
( p p. 52 - 53 ) Thanks to Da rcy lv1 c Don ou gh; w ay f at
.com. Basic model: Wayborn Furniture 4-Hook
Coat Stand (9019); lowes.com. Mid-range model:
Sunny Designs Mission Oak Hat Rack (RTA 26171);
theclassyhome.com. Luxury model: Amana Missron
Standing Coat Rack (HR-4010); amanashops.com.

WEEKEND REMODEL: Build a rain barrel
(pp. 55-59) Designer-builder: Chris Beidel, Pernt
Brooklyn, NY; perntstudio.com. Downspout
diverter: DIY Rain Barrel Construction and
Installation Kit with Downspout Diverter;
rainbrothers.com.

RECRAFTING A 1915 CRAFTSMAN (pp.60-67)
Paint: Exterior: 6102 Portabello and 7509 Tiki Hut
(cement f inish); sherwin-williams,com. Frazee's
8366 Heartwood and 7786 Contemporary Maple
(trim). Kitchen: 7743Cupola Yellow. Living and
dining rooms: 8192 Graceful Gold (main walls) and
8193 Winter Garden (upper walls). Master
bedroom: 775LBeach Grass (main walls) and7752
Oakbluff (upper walls). Master bath: 8181 Ir/aison
Blanche; frazee.com. Exlerion Roof shingles:
gaf .com. Shingle stain: Sagebrush; cabotstain.com.
Exterior plaster: Leroy Richards, Morro Bay, CA;
pirateplastering.com. Kitchen: Range: jaderange
.com. Range hood: koberangehoods.com.
Ref rigerator: liebherappliances.com. Microwave:
ge.com. Light fixtures, pulls, and knobs:
rejuvenation.com. Sink: Shaws; rohlhome.com.
Faucet: chicagof aucets.com. Dining room:
Tableware; pierl.com. Maste! bath: Sinks:
stthomascreations.com. Faucets: chicagofaucets
.com. Tub: kohler.com.

Announcing Our New Name

PLUMBING, HEATING & HVAC SUPPLIES

TROUBLESHOOTING YOUR VEGETABLE
GARDEN (pp. 68-73) ThankstoColin McCrate,
Seattle Urban Farm Company, Seattle, WA;
206 -816 -97 40: seattleu rbanf a rmco. com.
Johnny's Selected Seeds, Winslow, ME;
87 7 -564-6697 : johnnyseeds.co m.

64 IMPORTANT NUMBERS EVERY
HOMEOWNER SHOULD KNOW (pp.74-79)
Thanksto Alan W. Zielinski, Better Kitchens lnc.,
Niles, lL; 847-967-7070.

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE (pp.86-9a) Cork-floor
car e". Thanks b f odd Sch utte, D i recto r of Trai n i ng
and Technical Services, Bona US, Aurora, CO: bona
.com. Question of the Month: 7ftanlrs to Fiberglass
Gutter Company, Pembroke, IVA; 781- 826-3711;
f iberglassgutters.com.

SAVE THIS OLD HOUSE (p. 104) Thanks toNathan
Freeman, Riverside, CA. i

l'irlre Inc. and This Okl llouse Verltrrss {l(i ,o*
entlorsr::rny pxrduct or serliec mtrntioned or
advortised in lhis magazine.

Th6 old Holse ( SSN 1086-2633) is published monthty, exceptforthelanuary/Febru
and November/December issues, byThis 0ld HouseVentures. lnc.,135West 5OthSt.. N,

York NYt0020(GST:81996300RTo001).CanadaPostPubticationsMailAgreemen$.

40110178. Return undeliverableCanada addresses toi Postal Stn A, pO. Box4015.Toror

0N M5W 2T2 (GST:81996300RT0001). Princ pal otfice: Rockefeiler Cefltei Newyork. I

IA020-1393 (212-522-9465). Howard Averill, Treasurer. 02014This Old House Ventures. t,

Vol.19, No.3.A I rights rcserued. Reproduction inwho eor n partwithout perm $ion is p,

hibited. Per odicals postage paid at New York. NY and addrt ora maiting otfices. postmast(

Send addres changes toThis 0ld House, P0. Box 62376. Tampa, FL 33662 3768; 1-800-89[

7237 tl S Subscriptions: $19.95 for one year Th6 0td House and the This Old HouseWlndow

are registeredtademarksofThis0ld HouseVentures, lnc. Printed inthelJ.S.A.

SupplyHouse.Gt,m

Formerty G**pt"o-

?c.^l ?coplo. ?c".l S.cr.u.ee,.

SAVE $o/ow|eade HOUSETOH Gxp. s/st/t4)

Co,tt;,t3 5p.{3 2O,{
www.SupplyHouse.com 88.757.4774 96 THISOLDIIOUSE.COM APRIL 2014
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Keeps Paint Out.
Keeps Lines Sharpe
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ADVERTISEMENT

l(ce[ Your $hm Uacuum til$r Clean!
Saues you i$e;HEi*]H on hauing to re0laco your filter.

Cleon lir
lo Usc

"Every once in a while you
come across a product that
seerns too good to be true,
but in the case of the Dust
Depuff, you exeeeded my
exrytations! Thanks tor
producing such an awesome
prodttct!"

J. Denison

o/n $99.00
. Patented design keeps 99% of

the dustlrom reaching your
vacuum filter.

. Vacbum doesn't lose suction,

. Retrotits to any shop vacuum.
, Easy lo empty dust bucket.

Like !E ,,*ounooernrne$r

{EEEts:orderontine!Z uf,fl.oneida'flalcom

ln

Cull loduy lor r tii[i: Cnlolou!

1.800.rs2.4065

Retractable Deck & Patio Canopies

. Retractable canopy system extends over 23'
. Adopts to your structurq or use ShadeTree' structures

. Features patented wind protection

Free Design Guide call 888-31 7 -4233
www.ShadeTreeCa nopies. net

ShadeTree'

RESIDENTIAL

Retractable

lleluxe llust nenutf

: $$%ol0usl}lere!

Vac Not
lncluded

N*.
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The Nation's leader in quality tongue-n-groove
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling.

GREAT FOR:

New or Existing Homes . Basements o Dens o Rec Rooms

Kitchens. Baths. Studjes. Garages o Out Buildings o Cottages

Customer
Satisfaction...

We Guarantee It!

Skytine Woods'finest of log home products are available at the
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!

Call (800) 818-9971 . woodworkersshoppe.com

Fine Reproduction Hardware & Lighting
www.HOAH.biz

H()USE ()F ANTI(IUE HARDWARE
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Amazing NEW

Boom-Lift
Trailer

Try a DR@ FIELD AND BRUSH
MOWER with our

6.MONTH
TRIAL

CLEAR meadows, trails, under-brush from
woodlots, pastures.

CUT 8-foot field grass, saplings 3"
thick, tough brush.

CHOP evefihing into
small pieces.

t

Tow-Behind Model

Self-Propelled
Model

STUMP REMOVAL
FAST & EASY!

ELIMINATE Landscape
Eyesores with a
DR@ STUMP GRINDER!

. EXPAND lawn areas,

. OPEN UP fields
and meadows.

. REMOVE mowing
hazards.

The DRO STUMP GRINDER

uses carbide{ipped cutting

teeth that take over 360
"bites" per second,
pulverizing stumps
into a pile of wood

chips. 0uickly
and easily, you

can grind any

size tree stump

below ground level.

Gone forever!

The DRo VERSA-TRAILER" is the FIRST

trailer designed to take the hard work out
of loading and unloading!

. l-TON capacity . Fully Calvanized

. Swinging boom . Powerful wihch lifts nearly

. Tandem wheels 1/4 ton

. Dump Bed and Stake Perfectfor ATV's
Bed included ani) Co'mpoct Tracton! o

x
o @

Callfor a FREE DVD ond Cotalog!Peace ofMind. !(hen you buy DR equipment,
you

TOtIfor lfyou're not 1

6 months to make sure it's the

t
I

t

I

7\l

'.,.. Qry

DRfieldbrush.comDRpowertrailer.com
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ADVERTISEMENT

Classic GutLer 6ystems, I.[.C.
, charm and elegance

pfloNr 269.665.2700 www. classic6utters. com r^x 269.661.12\4

WW

AreB8e Gt is

$6.00wft
Delivwd!

(Based oo a roft)

WabD.mf.@m
3419 O6good Path Nofrh
Stillmtq, MN SSo82
(65r) 644-2000 Order-Your I&t Toda1l

Hydrostatic pressure forces water up thmugh thejoint wherc
the floor and walls meet. Squidcee Drysystem collects the
seeping water and quietly drains it to your floor drain or sump
pump. The only skill needed for installation is the ability to
follow directioas. Just seal the pre-molded corners and easy to
handle main sections to t}re floor using the SouidGee SealOncr
Adiesive. With the
easily be finished.

SguidGee DryS)atem in place, walls can

t
Drain rmf water I fet amy from your
fouudation to pHent water problem.
Prcper mter mma8ement mund the
foundation ofyou home can be very

effective at keping the water from
reaching you basment.
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RESOURCES 212.72e 717

RAI S,.{T E M S9-

,.(.

800-54 r -6829
www. at lant i srai l. corn

u-/-
-'uri

TM

"Old World" style heaw-duty copper, aluminum and galvalume half round gutters
. Up to 26' shipped nationally . 26 styles of cast fascia brackets . Roof mount options available

Kls"ffiffi--

avaterproot.cotn

,

lf you toke the time to fix

something, you wont it to lost.

Amozing Goop is perfect for

repoirs becouse it holds just

obout onything - wood, metol,

ceromic, gloss ond more.

Amozing Strength you

con count on thot

is impoct ond

vibrotion resistont,

ond woterproof.

Stay Connected With Uspm
www.eclectiGprod ucts.com

= MADE in USA
by Eclectic Products
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WHERE VINTAGE AND MODERN COLLIDEO

From hand-spun modern pendants to

vintage inspired porcelain enamel

gooseneck lighting, our extensive collection

is guaranteed to enhance your commercial

and residential projects.

\a

ffi

F

800-407-8784
BARN LIGHTELECTRIC.COM

Turn A Rough
Driveway Into
A Smooth Ride.
*R ;:#WEfil GK&mgR
PATENTED DESICN easily fills in potholes,
smoothes washboard.

POWERED ACTUATOR controls grading depth
with a remote control.

LOOSENS AND REDISTRIBUTES com
driveway surfaces without the need to
shovel, or rake new material.

888-213-LL29
DRpowergrader.com

rposite
hau l,

TOLL.FREE

CARBIDE"TIPPED
SCARIFYINC
teeth loosen the
hardest surfaces.

Prevents Erosion
Runoff is changed to a 3 foot wide band

of soft rain-sized droplets.

Self-Gleans

Unique louver design allows leaves and
debris to blow or wash away.

Protects Propefi
The Rainhandler self-cleaning system

eliminates clogged, overflowing gutters &
downspouts. No ground erosion. No more

destructive ice dams from frozen gutters.

For FREE information call or fax
Ph: 9I}942-m04, Fax &Il{F21tr28

SPECIAL 0FFEB! 30% ()FF + FREE

SHIPPING. Mention Code IH0514

ulhen you call 0r online enter al checkoul

uJl{ttJ.rainhandler.com

0FFER TXP|RES 05/312014

fRo,rro"rL#tL

USE RAIIIHAIIIILER

GET RID OF YOUR GUTTERS

lnstalls Easily
Each 5-foot section comes with 3 brackets &
6 screws. Do an entire home in 3 or 4 hours.

Maintenance-Free
All-aluminum Bainhandler louvers make
messy, leaking gutters history.

Pmtects You

The Rainhandler system protects you

from climbing ladders.

Guarantees
Money-back satisfaction guaranteed for one
full year, 2i-year warranty.

Rainhandler

-
:/ emI

J

--

I
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EPOXY-SEAL
CONCRETE & GARAGE FTOOR PAINT

porch & tloor paint
. Ready-to-use, no mixing

required
. Resists oil, chemicals and

hot tire pick-up

www.seat-krete.com ]lmnill.fiIffilffrfm Boo-323-73s7

Amilable at Lowe's@, WalmarP

and homedepot.com

6y
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Load the DR@ RAPID-FEED*
Chipper, step back, and watch it
chew up 5Y." thick branches!

BIC FLYWHEELS generate tremendous
inertia to devour branches by taking 40
"bites" per second!

Collfor FREE Catalog ond DVD!

888-i"il1'irrg ffi
DRchipper.com iffi

o.[ l7;ltrl$s'6lX
ldfr-lilu'E3-Point Hitch model.

SELF-FEEDINC cHrP s-r/2"
BRANCHES
with engines
up to 18 HP.

TRACTOR
OWNERS!

Most branches
will self-feed,
instead of 

I

you force-
feeding.

SCREEN DOORS & MORE!

\WWST.VINTAGEDOO RS. COM
Contact us today: 1 (800) 787-2001

Doon

I

Custom Wood
Doots for Your
Entire Home

Handmade in
the USA...

"lust like tlrc
olilen days!"

w
Innaglase lnrcrior Storm Windowsr

" Mainrain rhe,charm md beaury ofyour
€xrsflngwndows

, Significantly reduce heating and cooling bills
. Compresion-Fit to eliminate drafts completely
. Gready reduce outside noise
, Are perfect for enclosing screen porches

. Save energy, save money md save history!

l-80O-7 43-6207 . m.stormwindows.om

Wind.e Slteru LLc

T[e Compresion-Fit Advantage

Self-Feeding

cil il I
I

n-]L' ./

I

Stor'rn!

t

I

-

l
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, Does your living space stop

\'p on the ground floor

Your basement can be
a playroom, laundry
room, workshop and
more in one weekend.

3 PROVEN FORMULAS

INDEPENDENTLY TESTED

PBINgffi-Ig
THE NEXT LEVET

vislt DRYLOK.COM for inspirational
photos, how-to yadeos and brochures

STOPS WATER

c
o

o

E

EVrNrd I c

Laundry Room.
. Work Shop .

Gym

a i.ry0

Made in USA .

@ 2013 by Macileil lP ttc
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Floor T'le EThe Easy to

Just Snaps Together!

- Easy to lnstall and
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SPTIT TEATHER
SAFEW COLORED

WORK GTOVES
l PAIR

#T: lrEIil 67aa0/97r1s/
sho,rn 69455/5.1'158

WITH AI{Y
PURCHASE
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HARBOR FRETGHTTOOLS
Quality fools at Ridiculously Lorrv Prices

tools at the lowest prices? We buy direct
lrom the same lactories who supply the
expensive brands and pass lhe savings
on to you. lt's lust that simple! Gome in
and see lor yoursell why over 25 million
satisfied cuslomers and leading aulomotive
and consumer magazines keep talking
aboul our great quality and unbeatable
prices. Visit one ol our 500 Stores
Nationwide and use this 20% Otl Goupon
on one ol over 7,000 products*, plus pick
up a Free pair ol Split Leather Salety
Colored Work Gloves, a $4.99 value.
. We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price

Within 1 Year 0l Purchase. No Hassle Belurn Policy. 100% Satislaction Guaranleed

How does Harbor sell great quality
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500 Stores llationwide
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0rder at HarborFreight.com or 800-423.2567
We Fedk "*, 0rders in 24 Hours tor $699
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SAVETHISOLDHOU,SE

PRIcE $0 (must be moved)

IOCATION Riverside, California
CONTACT Nathan Freeman,
951-826-5374

THE HISTORY Inthe mid-1880s, dry-
goods merchant William Sweatt left
rural Iowa to seek his fortune. He
headed west, settling in Riverside,
where he foundsuccess early, serving
as the directorof abad< and then
opening a furniture business. This
lavish Queen Anne, which he built
withhis wife, Nettie, in 1891, was to
serve as a testament tojust how far
he'd come in the fewshortyears
since leaving home. Sadly, the good

times didn't last; Sweatt's business
collapsed in 1894, andhe and Nettie
divorced in 1897. Left alone in the
4,878-square-foot house, she divided
it into apartments before movingto
LosAngeles in 19O2. Since then, the
house has had over a dozen owners.
In 2OO8, the citybought it so thatit
could be relocated and restored. But
the cityfailed to findthe funds to
move the house and decidedto offer
the placeto anyonewillingto move it
within Riverside, which would allow a

local college to expand onto the lot.
WHY SAVE lT? The elaborate exterior
retains many original details,
includingturned porchposts and a

spindleworkfrieze. The inside is
filled with elaborate millworh
wainscoting, and Lincrusta paneling.

WHAT lT NEEDS In additionto aplot
within the city limits-a nearby lot is
available for $119,00o-the house
needs new systems and roofand
wall repairs. It cannot be used as a

rental, and the new owner must
demolish an exterior apartment.
Houses of this size in the area can fetch
over a million dollars. Restoring this
hometothe showpiece it oncewas is a

bigjob, tobe sure, butone thafs well
worththe effort. -PAUL HoPE

l] The five-bedroom, four-bath house has a detailed
exterior with decorative clapboard siding, a turret,
and patterned brick chimneys. 2] A front porch
wraps around the side of the house and is supported
by elaborate turned posts. 3] The staircase retains
its mahogany newel post and balustrade. 4] A window
bay with fluted casings. Many of the home's
windows are broken and covered with plywood.
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. Agrand
Queen Anne
loadedwith
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DIDYOUSAVE
ANOLDHOUSE?

Enter your renovation in our
America's Best Remodel Contestfora
chance to win cash prizes. Blipp this page
or go to thisoldhouse.com/yourTOH

IO4 THISOLDHOUSE.COM APRII- 2OI,I FOR MORE INFORIMATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 96
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Water with
the wave of a hand.
MotionSense] onty f rom Moen.

Wave over for a pot-f itting

stream. Reach under for a

quick rinse. lt's water how

you want it, when you want it.

moen.com

U, MoEN
Buy it for looks. Buy it for tife.'

Downtoad reader at

=S-

getscantife.com
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I To see it in motion,
scan the code.
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We're Igorng to th
32O parties together
That's 243 cocktails shaken, not stirred,
1,820 conversations while multitasking,
uninterrupted by 670 silenLly closed drawers.

With soft-close drawers, custom, durable countertops and the
smart RATIONELL storage system, our kitchens are designed
to last as long as the mJmories you make in them.

Visit us in-store or online at IKEA-UsA.com/kitchens
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