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_ ONE VERY, VERY MOBILE
4G WI-FIHOTSPOT.

.2. & ~ Stop at the coffee house for the dark roast, not the Wi-Fi. Beginning later this year,
the all-new 2015 GMC Yukon Denali will offer OnStar 4G LTE with an available built-in
Wi-Fihotspot! This innovative technology turns your vehicle into the ultimate mobile
hotspot with capability forup to seven devices and an Internet signal more powerful
Y & thanyoursmartphone: Yukon Denaliitselfis plenty mobile, too. Thanks to a powerful
e EcoTec3 V-B engine and road-smoothing Magnetic Ride Control. It's incredible thinking

e M

that keeps you connected to the road—and just about everything else,

THE ALL-NEW GMC YUKON DENALI. THAT'S PROFESSIONAL GRADE.

EiVIl=

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

for vehicle availability. Visit anstar.com for details and system limitations. Services vary by

maodel and conditions. Requires active DnStar service and data plan. 52014 General Motors
Allrights reserved. Denali” ECOTEC™ GMC" Magnetic Ride Control™ OnStar” OnStar button

design” WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE” Yukan®

Preproduction model shown.  *Available in vehicles produced starting fall 2014. See dealer
e m'.:c
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Prepare yourself for
the feeling of more water.

H,OKINETIC® SHOWERHEADS

Delta’ H,Okinetic technology sculpts water into a
unique wave pattern — giving you the feeling of more
water, without using more water. For more information,
visit deltafaucet.com/h2okinetic

=Ele = L

see what Delta can do
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Kitchen
Solutions

An all-new online mini-series from
the producers of This Old House!

Join This Old House host
Kevin O’Connor and renowned
designer Kathy Marshall
as they share expert planning tips
and design advice to help you
create the kitchen of your dreams.

EXCLUSIVELY ON
thisoldhouse.com/kitchen-solutions

Reader mail

WE LOVE HEARING TOH readers’ stories about
remodeling. We saved some recent favorites to share

in this special reader-created issue. The words of the
homeowners below are a sample of many that made us
reflect and laugh and remember that home improvement
is so much more than just boards and nails and drywall.

“It changed

who we are”

Ever hear that song “Where
. : the Green Grass Grows”?
For our first home, it was our dream to
live the simple life, to escape the city. We
wanted a garden, an orchard, a shop for
my husband Justin’s cars, open space for
dogs and kids to run. We wanted goats
named after The Andy Griffith Show
characters. So we bought the farm.

The hardest part of our remodel was
that overwhelming sense of despair
when you have no idea what you’re do-
ing and are completely burned out. The
best part? It changed who we are. We
have become more well-rounded, more
humble, and a better team as husband

Megan and Justin Moore did most of the work
themselves on their Georgia farmhouse.

and wife. We learned we were capable
of any job if we were determined and
worked together. I love cooking in my
new kitchen, hosting big crowds in our
new dining room, and not lugging laun-
dry up and down the stairs. Most of all
I love that we are living our dream, and
the journey that has been.

—~Megan Moore TAYLORSVILLE, GA.,
VIA THISOLDHOUSE.COM

“I can do this”

My husband, Mark, de-

cided on buying our 1920

bungalow because he
looked around and said, “I can do this.”
He gutted, patched, scraped, drilled,
stapled, glued, dug up, filled in, ran wires,
cut pipes, painted, stained, and rebuilt
or custom-built everything he could. He
worked on the house right up until the
summer before he had a bone-marrow
transplant, when he was so tired that he
could barely lift his drill. He fought this
battle the way he approached his life: Do
it right or don’t do it at all. But it was not
to be. He passed away in February.

He left me a legacy of love, sweat, and
tears (yes, blood too), and every day I feel
an overwhelming sense of him and all he
did to make this home for me. I look
around and I remember every job and
who did it. The house isn’t done yet and
probably never will be, but I will continue
to be its caretaker as I tackle the jobs to
come: landscaping, a bathroom redo,
electrical upgrades, and a flat roof he
never got to, which, of course, is leaking.

6 THISOLDHOUSE.COM OCTOBER 2014 | feader-Created tiue



22014, HOMER TLC, Ing: All righ

STOGK YOUR KITCHEN
ITH THE BEST BRANDS.

-
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There’s no better place to start creating a spectacular new kitchen than The Home Depot; where you’ll find all the
best-known, most-loved kitchen-cabinetry brands. Famous names like KraftMaid® and Decora?® Exclusive brands
like Thomasville? Martha Stewart Living; and American Woodmark? And smart storage solutions like InnerMost?
To learn more, and connect with a kitchen design expert, visit homedepot.com/designconnect.

More saving. More doing.
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Reader mail

Thank you for the love of home you ! _': ¢ :f-' : E U F U RT
share with us in TOH. It is your legacy to R - YR RS

your family and they feel it, no matter how
exasperating it gets sometimes.
Now, do I want a roll roof or a rubber

brane, and why are th ¢ | MNCT COMENQDT
$;n‘:0£zgil:;?;£; y are these terms part o .. 7en ] _ T cﬂMFBRTABLE lEANS

~Cathy Hines CHICOPEE, MASS. g L EVER WEAR_ .
“Family, Friends, e t’ A
TOH, and Google”

My wife, Nola, and I—with the help of many
friends—started a full tear-out of our soon-
to-be-new home recently. I am so thankful I
had a jack-of-all-trades dad who taught me
so many skills. Along with my memories of
him, I have years of watching TOH TV that
have taught me well.

As Nola and [ say: “Family, Friends,
TOH, and Google... Grant us the courage to
fix the things we can, the humility to call in
the pros when we are in over our heads, and
the wisdom to know the difference!”

DREW BREES

—Wray Bassett DOVER,PA.

“Ihaven’t even
seenityet”
T During my recent 12-month
AT deployment to Afghanistan,
your show was my stress release. Growing
up, I spent a lot of time building with my
grandfather—a master carpenter and my
hero. Carpentry has always been my outlet,
and every time I build something, I think of
him. I recently bought my first house, in
Maryland. I haven’t even seen it yet, but I
have so many projects to do. Since my
grandfather isn’t here anymore, I turned to
TOH for advice. Every day after work I
would log on to YouTube and go straight to
the videos on the TOH channel. Thank you
for making my deployment easier and for
all the knowledge.

—~3gt. Joshua ScHneider BYE-MAIL

HOW TO REACH THE EDITORS

E-mail TOH_letters@thisoldhouse.com. Please b 4 -WAY F LEr X
include your full name, address, and phone number. TECHNOLOGY
Published letters are edited for clarity and length. . w'-ansler

* Real. Comfortable. Jeans:
e S wranglercom
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FVOUJRE WHY NOT USE THE

i TERIAL?
COING TO ORCINALMATERAL
B J ‘ LD AN Western Red Cedar has been used in outdoor projects for

centuries. And for good reason. Nothing stands up to the
elements better. Today, Real Cedar is still the material
Q| G | NA of choice for outstanding results on projects like decks,
— pergolas and arbors. Revered for its rich, deep lustre,
=T~ natural beauty and almost limitless versatility and finishing
PROJ E C options, Real Cedar’s the real original for a spectacular
; looking project.

WESTERN RAED CEDAR LUMBER ASSOCIATION

REAL EDAR www.realcedar.com
PLALAC. R LR LY T a—ace s

1866778 9096
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Letter .. .

You’re committed.
Asin, kinda insane

ometimes [ think about you all, and it

makes me wonder about the readers of

other magazines. I wonder if the reader

of Vogue designs and sews her own couture.
I ask myself, do the people who read Bon Appétit
don a toque and clogs and cook a hundred meals a
night and yell like Gordon Ramsay? Does the reader
of Popular Science slip into crazy-inventor mode,
put on those dark goggles and stare at glowing bea-
kers, trying to perform cold fusion experiments in
his or her basement? .

In the main, I’'m gonna say no to all of the above. RN

And that, I think, is what makes all of you special.
Because you, in fact, do the home-improvement equivalent of those things. You
engage with the subject matter of This Old House in a way that readers of any
other magazine—and especially other home magazines—would never do. It’s amaz-
ing. Or, to put it another way, insane.

And we love you for it.

The editors here at TOH see the passionate hands-on, hire-it-out, do-whatever-
it-takes-to-make-a-house-a-home spirit that our six-and-a-half-million readers
have, and we are awed by it. Happens every year at this time, when we pore over
your letters to pull all your work together for your reader-created issue. It’s on
every page, with people like Sheryl Kindle Fullner and David Lebel, who would
just not let illness or injury stop them in their quest to make a better place to live (see
page 86). Or Darleen Young, who wouldn’t let a power outage keep her from
making Christmas dinner: She used a cordless drill to whip up her mashed sweet
potatoes. And it’s certainly there in the story about Tom Peterson, the winner of this
year’s Search for America’s Best Remodel, who not only quit his day job to overhaul
his New Jersey farmhouse but also bought the equipment and taught himself to
make miles of molding for the place. He deserves the $5,000 grand prize for that.
Elsewhere, there’s Brett Youmans, who finds time to be a flight attendant and weed
17 backyard garden beds and has also put in the work to win remodeling awards
through the years for virtually every room in his house, including the bath we’re
featuring on page 80. I couldn’t compete with that record. Oh, but there is one record
my wife is worried I will be able to compete with: Joe Landsberger’s. His remodel

has lasted for 35 years—and counting.
%{ @@Nﬂl}&

SCOTT OMELIANUK, EDITOR
scott@thisoldhouse.com

The editor mulls the merits of
some of the 2,418 entries sent
in by readers like you to help
us make this issue.

Putyour

house on
¢ our cover

Download the
Lo free Blippar
app, scan the cover
of this issue, and snap
your own photo to see
your remodel in TOH.
Watch for the Blippar
icon on other pages to
instantly access photo
galleries, shopping
deals, and more.

OCTOBER 2014 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 11
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You're only hours
away from amore
comtfortable home.

Mitsubishi Electric Cooling & Heating
ductless systems can typically be installed :
by a qualified contractor in less than a day.:
Qur innovative system uses two small '
refrigerant lines plus power and control
wiring to connect a discreet, outdoor unit
to each individual whisper-quiet air
handler. This allows for minimal disruption
if you are renovating or retrofitting your
home. We can help you locate a qualified
contractor in your area to help you
configure the perfect zone-comfort _
system for your home. So why wait? Visit
mitsubishicomfort.com and you'll be on |
your way to living better, faster. :

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

—— L ive Better

Dlglta.]. thisoldhouse.com

A $500

GIFT CARD!

THI> QLD AL

40,000 Tumblr followers and
counting! The editors of TOH

bring you This Old Apartment
at thisoldapt.tumblir.com

Fi

Upload a photo of your best
jack-o'-lanternto see if
you've got the chops—a
spooktacular combo of
skilled handiwork and
creative design—towin
‘the top prize. Enter
from September 29
through October 29

at thisoldhouse
.com/pumpkins

facebook.com pinterest.com @thisoldhouse
/thisoldhouse .~ /thisoldhouse .~
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DON’T TURN YOUR LIFE UPSIDE DOWN
TO INSTALL COSTLY DUCTWORK.

----------

THERE’S A BETTER WAY TO COOL AND HEAT OLDER HOMES.

Mitsubishi Electric Cooling & Heating offers the ideal solution to make your home
comfortable without the hassles of a major renovation. Our systems deliver personal, room-
by-room cooling and heating with no ductwork and lower energy bills. They even filter
allergens and operate quieter than a human whisper. Installation can be simple and take less
than a day. Don’t turn your life upside down for comfort. Go to MITSUBISHICOMFORT.COM

‘ MITSUBISHI
A N ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

—— Live Better

[=]3;;[=]

AMERICA’S #1 SELLING DUCTLESS BRAND Elgbﬁ



Spots are great,
just not on your faucet.

Spot Resist"finish, only from Maoen.
Because you have better things to
do than clean your faucet.

moen.com

(5] MOEN

Buy it for looks. Buy it for life®
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. Edited by Michelle Brunner
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- “Imade
acopper leaf
wreath!”

Kristin McCormick

BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

/¢ | OCTOBER 2014 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 15
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Bye-bye, chaos.
Hello coordinated.

| e Manage the chaos of everyday life with Cozi,
| el s the must-have app for every member of the family.
530 p Gymnastics
&30 p  @Emily @ Ly
WED Octobor 16 ® Keep track of everyone's schedules and activities, all in one place
12:00 p  PTA Meating (Common |
10p BA |
sa0p. s Pracece e e | | ® Share grocery, chore, and to-do lists in real time
THLI Octobaer 16 . . .
T g OR DuA (rbmavce ® Access, view, and update from any mobile device, tablet, or computer
B:00a Orthodontist Appointrnent
00 s @Rvan @LY
PRI Gctober 17 AVAILABLE IN ITUNES, GOOGLE PLAY, WINDOWS, AND AMAZON APP STORES
All day  Fall Break (Hilton Head Trip
o
D s s * * * ‘*’ ¥ iniTunes® and Google Play™
Todny. __!\hek:i S_rmro

l & ) GET IT FOR FREE AT COZI.COM
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home solutions

Copper leaf

wreath how-to
*“‘ BLC"}{-}.IIGING.TON.. .
INDIANA

Don’t ever say that jewelry designer
Kristin McCormick doesn’trisetoa
challenge. During a routine crafts
competition with her female relatives, she
came up with awreath design (previous
page) inspired by the breathtaking fall
foliage near her southern Indiana home.
She made her maple leaves from leftover
copper sheeting she had on hand, but you
can replicate the look from the materials
below for about $50. Here’s how she did it.

__ Draw leaf forms onto thin, pliable
copper sheeting or flashing, and cut them
out with scissors. To give them some color
variation, burnish the copper by quickly
running a propane torch over the metal.
Let cool. For deeper color, keep repeating.
Bend the individual leaves gently to give
them some dimension.

. 'To make a base for the wreath, thread
wire through copper refrigeration coil to
formacircle, leavingenough wire to make
aloop tohang the wreath (you could also
use a wire wreath form). With ahammer,
pound the base of the copper wreath flat.

_ Using a hot-glue gun, affix the leaf
forms to the wreath base, layering them
so that the base is completely covered.

copper
scissors sheeting

hot-glue
gun

refrigeration
coil

propane
torch

IGITAL STUDIO

SYMICHAEL CHINIATIME INC

TERIAL

PHOTO: (MA

L=

- ACTIVE COMFORT DENIM

TRY ON A PAIR AT JCPENNEY® ¥+ feejeans ’ @leejeans




home solutions | space-savers
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Standout storage

Whether reimagining awkward nooks or bringing
much-needed order to cluttered spaces, TOH
readers are home-organization heroes. Check
out your clever handiwork here. —seremyLance

Not asingle
inch wasted
“After designinga
custom double vanity
for our master bath,
we were left with almost
6inches of space on
each side. My wife
had the idea for spice-
rack-style storage, so
| built these pullouts.”

—~TWow Fipre
ORADELL, NEW JERSEY

Decorative and handy, too!

“Using corbels and beadboard from the lumberyard
and shelves from another project, | created open
shelving in my kitchen. | love seeing my favorite
dishes in their own special places. Even the coffee
cups hang from hooks, so they're easy tograb.”

—Jeanne King CAZENOVIA,NEW YORK

18 THISOLDHOUSE.COM OCTOBER 2014 | Reader-Created |tiue

Newideainwindow dressing
“When we lost a bedroom window

to our master suite addition, we
decided to turnit into a focal point. My
father-in-law constructed the shelves,
and we added trim and corner pieces,
which we picked up for less than $25."

—~Jill Blackmon BOAZ, ALABAMA

Best. Gift. Ever.
“For my fortieth
birthday, | asked for
better organization.
Fortunately, my
husband’s a
weekend carpenter,
so he designed and
built these lockers in
our mudroom using
plywood and poplar.
They corral the kids'
backpacks and hide
their shoes. They
even give me back
a bit of my sanity.”

~Heather Whalen
WORTHINGTON, OHIO
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home solutions | budget tips ’

2

How you score on Craigslist

When it comes to shopping online for a renovation, Craigslist is often the place
TOH readers hitup first. Here are a few of your tried-and-true strategies.

<+ CHECK OFTEN AND CHANGE YOUR KEYWORDS: "It takes a lot of
persistence,"” says Greg Krause, who used a free iPhone app (cPro craigslist
client) to search multiple areas for kitchen cabinets every day. Using related
terms, like kitchen counter, helped him hunt up hidden offerings.

= INQUIRE ABOUT ADD-ONS: If you're buying kitchen cabinets, ask for
touch-up paint the owners might have on hand so that you'll be able to conceal
any bumps and bruises the cabinets sustain in the installation process. Asking
for the extra pieces to go with any purchase can save you future headaches.

- SHARE YOUR WISH LIST: Sellers might have other items they haven't gotten
achancetolist yet, soitdoesn't hurt to ask. For instance, if you're buying a
toilet, ask the seller if he may be parting with a sink or a tub in the near future.

-+ KNOW WHEN TO WALK AWAY: For items like wet-location can lights for a
bath, which are fairly inexpensive to begin with, save the hassle by buying new.

- GO THE EXTRA MILE: Increase the distance you're willing to drive—by about
200 miles. "We bought a door in Indiana for $200 that would have been listed
at $1,500 or $2,000 in Chicago,” says Greg. “It took a little more time, but we
made up for it in savings.” —MEGAN BAKER

20 THISOLDHOUSE.COM OCTOBER 2014 | feader—Created |tiuc

&— Jaime Scott

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

ITEM: Vintage buffet
turned teal coffee bar
(shown at left)

PRICE: $145

“Iknew thissideboard
would be perfect

for our kitchen—it just
needed paint. And it
was alot cheaper than
buying extra cabinets.”

Kat Hertzler
NARVON, PENNSYLVANIA

ITEM: Drop-in bathtub
PRICE: $85

‘I couldn't believe we
found a tub for this
price. It was the best
dealinour bathreno”

Jennifer Cline
RAVENNA, OHIO

ITEM: Shaws white
farmhouse sink

PRICE:$50

“Ithasasmallhairline
crack, but that's almost
totally hidden by the
countertop. It was
definitely worth it!"

Kathleen Nutter
SEVERNA PARK,
MARYLAND

ITEM: Granite counters
PRICE:$200

“We purchased several
slabs of granite from
arestaurantin
Baltimore, then my
husband learned
to cut them from an
online tutorial”

Darla and Greg
Krause
CHICAGO

ITEM: Kitchen cabinets
(19 uppers, nine lowers),
quartz countertops, and
pendant lights

PRICE:$2,425

“Our cabinets came
with countertops
and tons of extras.
We couldn't have
gotten the same
deal anywhere else”

Paul Ferrari
BILLERICA,
MASSACHUSETTS

ITEM: Two sets of
upholstered booths

PRICE; $40

“The restaurant
banquettes were
inmint condition.
They're perfect for
my man cave.”



Panasonic

Panasonic - the healthy, energy-efficient choice

Whether you're doing a simple renovation or a full-scale remodeling job, complete your bathroom makeaver

with a Panasonic ventilation fan. For over twenty years, our fans have provided families with cleaner, healthier
environments. We've earned the ENERGY STAR® Partner of the Year/Sustained Excellence Award for a fifth
straight year. Every fan complements your bathroom with beauty, long-lasting performance, and energy cost savings.

Take our newest models. WhisperGreen Select” uses an ultra-quiet, energy-efficient DC motor. Customizable
options give you automated control of airflow, maisture, motion sensing, LED night light, and timer settings.
For the stylish flair in you, the designer-inspired WhisperRecessed LED™ hides a powerful yet quiet 80 CFM fan
behind an elegant recessed dimmable LED light. Plus, with optional condensation sensors and delay off timers,
all our fans can be easily managed with Panasonic wall mount contrals.

L4

For your next bathroom project, choose performance. Choose energy efficiency. Choose Panasonic. { ]
, _ s _ i

P EEEEEG Find out which fan is right for your family at us.panasonic.com/ventfans. :
AWARD 2014 g ! ! P I 2 f

PARTNER OF THE YEAR —

Sustained Excellence

&k %ok 5 YEARS IN A ROW
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Catch us as we travel the country helping people like you
tackle everyday home improvement problems.

To watch full episodes, check air times in your area or submit your own home
improvement question, visit thisoldhouse.com/watchTOH

EXCLUSIVELY ON @ PBS PRESENTED BY ‘ : S " '

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE IS SPONSORED BY

GMC
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ILLUSTRATION: ARTHUR MOUNT

home solutions | easyupgrade

DIY rope ottoman

'''' rope

nAY: flathead
LUt e SCrews
SEATTLE

e ——

Inspired by her years living aboard plywoed
a fishing boat, Denise Rodriguez
wanted to add a coastal element

to her living room. “[ fell in love with

an abaca ottoman, but it was too
expensive, so | made my own," she tire
says. With a little patience and a lot

of glue, Denise created a statement

piece from a used tire she got for

free (you may want torinse off yours wood
with diluted bleach) and ¥s-inch pest
manilarope. For her how-to, readon.

glue

' caulk
iy

= Cut two circles of plywood 1% inches smaller than the diameter of the tire.
Using six flathead screws, affix the plywood to the tire. Taper the wood's edges
with a palm sander.

4 Fill in the treads with caulk to create a smooth surface for the rope; let dry.

4 Spread a layer of construction adhesive on the plywood, then use a hot-glue
gun to secure the end of the rope to the center of the plywood and begin coiling.
Wind the rope, gluing as you go; let dry.

2 Screw in wood furniture feet ($6 each at home centers) to elevate the ottoman
to coffee-table height. —RUSSELL WILLOUGHBY
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Elmer’s Carpenter’s Color Change
Wood Filler takes the guesswork

out of finishing wood projects.

It goes on purple and dries white, S0
you'll know exactly when your filler is
ready to sand and paint. Or choose the
formula that dries to a natural wood
tone for staining.

WO00D

FILLER
BRAND" |

*based on 201 U es Data




home solutions | cleverideas

Ways you
wowed us

L DASSALEe LO a SCIHNOOLIOU

ge of creativity when

lers remodel. —kKATELINHILL

Tin coved ceiling

“We were inspired by an antiques store
my husband and | like to frequent,
where the whole place is done with tin. |
liked the idea of having tinas anaccent,
so we had a beam moved, in order to put
the recess in the ceiling, and chose a chrome finish."

" PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

“The shelving in the
living room swings out
to give access tomy
office upstairs. | did all
the millwork myself
out of sapelli wood and
designed the staircase

to accommodate the
ight space. There's
Eclectic guest cottage tig :
“The little cottage on our property, tzr?eofisrqeulare feetut_):hmd
which was used as a schoolhouse placeyo

ver know was there.”
many years ago, had sucha neve !

unique architectural style. We
wanted to preserve the great
details, like the flared roof. We jacked up the
house and made it level, replaced many shingles,
repaired the original windows, and installed
Bermuda shutters for a little extra charm.”

—Michael Solari DELAND, FLORIDA

e rylde=in EDY
\Teoren [}

AMHERST, NEW YORK




. IntricateItalianate

{ "We wanted to do this beautiful
~4 oldhousejustice. | climbed up

| scaffolding 20 feet high to work

| onthe exterior, even though I'm
terrified of heights. We cleaned
up the brick and painted it white, and used three
shades of gray to bring out the original details.”

-Breft Youmans READING, PENNSYLVANIA

b

Outdoor oasis
“We had a bare backyard
with uneven terrain, but
now it's a cozy terrace,
perfect for entertaining.
We especially love the
fireplace mantel, which
was milled froma cypress
tree grown onaproperty
that's been in our family
for over 100 years.”

RUSTON, LOUISIANA

Problem-
sol
shelving
“The built-ins in
our daughter's
room were my
v husband'’s brainchild. We had a
Historical brick floor wall with awkward angles, and an
“We knew we wanted the look of odd bumpout for the HVAC and
traditional New Orleans brick, like you'd ductwprk that couldn’t be moved.
see on the sidewalks 100 years ago. So Now, witha W,mdQ“f seatand sr‘Jm(.e‘
we collected bricks from neighbors and crownmolding, it'safocal point.

AND STYLING: (YOUMANS HEAD SHOT AND EXTERIOR) GRIDLEY + GRAVES

Craigslist—we even found some under our ~Heatvier THibOdAeau
8 garden beds—and laid them all by hand.” IJAMSVILLE, MARYLAND
- ~Ryan Pafrick NEW ORLEANS
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home solutions | budgetredo

They gut-rehabbed a bath for $877

An opened-up layout and all new finishes and fixtures
take a full bath from dreary to cottage-charming

BEFORE Speckled paneling and an
interior wall made the space feel small
and dark. AFTER Removing the wall that
enclosed the toilet room helped open

up the space, and stealing 1 foot from
the room next door for the tub surround
opened up a sunny window. Minty-green
walls and vintage-style finishes
throughout give the room a fresh look.

model sink ®

F -g‘*- *._1 t\ ‘_- ‘I :EI

L
]

RENOVATING THE ONLY BATHROOM in
the house can be crippling. That's why Angie
and Colby Campbell set to work whipping
their lone bath into shape before they even

Anai unpacked the moving boxes in their new 1910

;32.“;‘: ol b Colonial Revival, in Brewer, Maine. Firstto go
% the dingy paneling and vinyl flooring; next

Campbel] :

they tore out the wall partitioning off the toilet
room. They pried out the old pink cast-iron tub
before bumping the shower space 1 foot into the adjacent office to annex the window and brighten the
bath. After Colby popped in the new acrylic tub, Angie added subway tiles to the shower walls and hex
tiles underfoot. New baseboards and MDF beadboard on the ceiling help further the vintage cottage
look. Angie found a sturdy wood buffet on Craigslist that the couple converted into a vanity and installed
perpendicular to the old sink's spot. She painted it gray and screwed in new porcelain knobs before
painting the walls a retro minty green. New lighting, plus a DIY mirror and rope shelves, finish the space.
The result is a soothing retreat—and the couple’s favorite space. “Everything was boxed in before,"”
says Angie. “Now it feels a thousand times bigger and more luxurious.” —MEGAN BAKER

BREWER, MAINE

THE
PROJECT
TALLY

Tore out old paneling
and flooring, removing the
wall enclosing the toilet

and bumping out the back
wall of the tub/shower
by1foot.........couevunnnn 880
Installed a new acrylic
tub, showerhead,

and tubfiller ............ $260
Tiled the shower

and thefloor............ §$300
Added new baseboard,
plus MDF beadboard on
the sloped ceiling....... §70
Scored a used buffet

on Craigslist that

the couple painted

and converted
toavanity........c..coe.... $82
Painted thewalls a
Installed overhead
lighting, to brighten

the space,anda

new vanitylight.......... $25
Trimmed a plain mirror
with scrap wood, then
made a rustic wood-
and-rope shelf using
salvaged wood found

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105



You can’t predict what they’ll

get into out there, but you can in here.

TEMPO SHOWER TECHNOLOGY

© 2014 Masco Corporation of Indiana

Take the guesswork out before they get in with Delta Temp,0

Available at:

Shower Technology. The water-powered LED display changes

color based on your water temperature so you can be confident

knowing your family will get the right, safe temperature every

| L DELTA

; 5 ; : 5 see what Delta can do
time. To learn more, visit deltafaucet.com/temp2o. More doing.
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5
You've got pull(s)
From curvy classics to sleeker updates,
today’s bin pulls run the style gamut

BY MEGAN BAKER + PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARK LUND

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS
“Iwanted something sturdy
for our deep kitchen drawers”

SCOURING THE thousands of entries

in this year’s Search for America’s Best
Remodel, we saw bin pulls pop up in
kitchens and bathrooms alike. These
alternatives to traditional handles caught on
in the mid-1800s, thanks to an ergonomic
shape that lends extra heft when opening
deep drawers. Simple originals gave way
to fancy scrollwork versions, angular
Craftsman styles, and curvy Art Deco
models. Here and on the following pages,
find 19 of our favorite current styles,
inspired by you.

ol

T

1> botanical border
HICKORY HARDWARE

Made of: Zinc with an aged-

brass finish

Size: 3 inches center to center
Highlights: Rope detailing

and dainty florals evoke French
country style. $6.88; wayfair.com

bt ™
e
.

2> classie cup

ATLAS HOMEWARES

Made of: Zinc with an oil-rubbed-
bronze finish

Size: 2%z inches center to center
Highlights: Faux exposed
screwheads add casual cool to
vintage-style half-moon pulls.
$8.92; atlashomewares.com

3> sleek silver

AMEROCK

Made of: Zinc with a satin-

nickel finish

Size: 3% inches center to center
Highlights: The industrial look is
softened by a weathered finish.
$6.76; hghhardware.com
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4> fluted shape

SCHAUB & COMPANY

Made of: Zinc with a bronze finish
Size: 3inches center to center
Highlights: An elegant, Art Deco-style
mix of straight lines and soft curves.
$9.16; atgstores.com

5> aged look

LAUREY CABINET HARDWARE

Made of: Iron with a pewter finish

Size: About 2%z inches center to center
Highlights: Refined design and a
roughened finish lend an antique feel.
$5.90; build.com

6> squared off

HICKORY HARDWARE

Made of: Zinc with a bronze finish

Size: 3 inches center to center
Highlights: Angular pulls are right at
home with simple Shaker-style cabinets.

$5.91; wayfair.com

7> backplated

HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE

Made of: Sheet steel with a black finish
Size: 3% inches center to center
Highlights: This authentic reproduction
of a popular early-20th-century design
shows off exposed screwheads. $4.89;
houseofantiquehardware.com

8> long and lean

SIRO DESIGNS

Made of: Zinc alloy with a brass finish
Size: 3% inches center to center
Highlights: Art Nouveau-style ovals
offer a slender profile, perfect fora
vanity. $8.47; myknobs.com

9> stately scrolls
BOSETTI-MARELLA

Made of: Brass with an
antiqued-bronze finish

Size: 2%z inches center to center
Highlights: Baroque details make this
pull a showstopper. $7.14; wayfair.com

10> warm glow

LIBERTY HARDWARE

Made of: Zinc alloy

Size: 3inches center to center
Highlights: The shiny copper finish takes
center stage on an elongated version of
the classic. $4.32; homedepot.com

11> basketweave

TOP KNOBS

Made of: Zinc with an

antiqued-bronze finish

Size: 1%z inches center to center
Highlights: Diminutive size keeps
intricate details jewel-like for a small
drawer. $6.90; thebuilderssupply.com




12> roped in

RICHELIEL HARDWARE

Made of: Zinc alloy

Size: About 3% inches center to. cen‘ter
Highlights: Atwisted borderadds
detail to this plain pull.

$4.31; myknobs.com

13> mirror magic
MARTHA STEWART LIVING
Made of: Polished nickel
Size: 3inches center to center
Highlights: Shiny chrome and a boxy
shape can go contemporary or vintage.
$5.49; homedepot.com

14> scalloped edges

CAL CRYS_TAL
" Made of: Brass with an
oil-rubbed-bronze finish
Size: 3% inches center to center :
Highlights: Exposed screwheads hﬂl@a'
bit of an edge to this sculptural 5tyle. :
$7; build.com

15> a hint of copper
LIBERTY HARDWARE

Made of: Zinc alloy

Size: 3inches center to center
Highlights: Copper accents give

straight edges extra dimension. EXCLUSIVE

$4.48; homedepot.com b B TOH DISCOUNT!

16> Victorianstyle /a0 20%%3 of

HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE fien i ‘R THISOLDHOUSE
Made of: Unlacquered brass B B N R COM/DEALS
Size: About 3 inches center to center | '

Highlights: A cast motif recalls

1890s Eastlake designs.

$6.19; houseofantuquehardwére.com

17> sleek curves
SIGNATURE HARDWARE

Made of: Brass with an
antiqued-bronze finish

Size: 3% inches center to center
Highlights: Soft yet substantial, an
oval pull looks classic yet new.
$5.95; signaturehardware.com

18> weathered copper
DYNASTY HARDWARE

Made of: Zinc alloy

Size: 3inches center to center
Highlights: An antiqued finish and pitted
surface create a timeworn look.

$3.17; homehardwareexpo.com

19> dark detailing

RESTORATION HARDWARE

Made of: Solid brass with an
oil-rubbed-bronze finish

Size: 3%inches center to center
Highlights: Intricate designs give this pull
presence. $9; restorationhardware.com #

SHOP THE
DEALS
For a shortcut
tothe deals
inthis story,
scan this page with the
Blippar app and use
our exclusive codes
at checkout.




The
Traditional Twist
Collection

A harmonious spin on the classics.
Explore the Traditional Twist
color collection at your local
Sherwin-Williams paint store or

sherwin-williams.com/hgtvhome.

Coordinated color collections
for your home,

Joinuson | IR ® @



She serves it sunny-side up

Homemade stencil + primer + paint = brand-new floor How 1o
BY DEBORAH BALDWIN COOK up
a new flppr

finish

Lori Dunbar

SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN
“Thiswasachance todo
something creative”

WHEN LORI DUNBAR pulled

up her sunroom carpet, then the
four more layers of flooring and
underlayments beneath it, she was
surprised to uncover not the hard
maple found elsewhere in the house
but battered pine. “And it was in
really rough shape,” she says.

“So I thought, This is a chance to

do something creative.” A graphic
designer by trade, Lori used Adobe
Illustrator software to tweak a
blossom design she found online,
making it larger and more stylized.
This would be her template for a
hand-cut foam-core stencil, with
dots between the petals to serve not
only as a flourish but also as a guide
for lining up the stencil as she
moved it across the floor. After a
pro sanded the floor, Lori put down
a coat of primer, followed by three
coats of porch-and-floor paint in
glossy egg-yolk yellow. Starting in
the middle of the room, she used a
small paintbrush and white paint
to fill in the pattern, using just one
coat for an aged look. Two coats of
polyurethane provided added scuff
protection. “The motif is beautiful
on its own,” says Lori. “And the
color is so cheerful. No wonder
everyone loves this room.” #

= FOR THE STEP-BY-STEP
‘ Tofind Lori Dunbar's template
'l and how-to, scan this page
(@ with the Blippar app or goto
thisoldhouse.com/oct2014
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ADVERTISEMENT

REFRESHING REWARDS

Looking to do some home improvement projects? Using the BuyPower Card from Capital One’ when
you make purchases for the home will help you accumulate Earnings fast, which can be redeemed toward
a new Chevrolet, Buick, GMC or Cadillac vehicle. Need inspiration? Here are some refreshing ideas.

v 2
= 4G
LY

= A beautiful garden doesn’t just improve Easy-to-install crown molding is a
GREE I\! the look of your home—the action of C ROV};N budget friendly way to turn an ordinary
THUMB gardening can actually help you relax. l EWEL room into a truly elegant space.

FAN Ceiling fans may increase energy PANE & Refreshing window frames brighten
S savings by improving circulation of SIMPLE your home’s appearance. Give them a
FAVORITE heat and air conditioning. . fresh coat of paint for a clean new look.

You love home improvement projects, and your card can help. By BUYPOWER CARD"

= () v =

Learn how doing what you love can yield greater rewards. Built by Capiﬂ”ﬂ;

Go to buypowercard.com/live




==AST=

i

TURN A REMODEL
INTOANEW MODEL.

CHEVROLET BUICK GMmC CADILLAC

THE BUYPOWER CARD FROM CAPITAL ONE? Every purchase gives you Earnings
toward part or even all of an eligible, new Chevrolet, Buick, GMC or Cadillac vehicle. Every
year, enjoy 5% Earnings on your first $5,000 in purchases and then unlimited 2% Earnings
on purchases after that. Earnings don't expire and there’s no limit on how much you can
earn or redeem. Learn more at buypowercard.com/info. YOUR CARD IS THE KEY'

BUYPOWER CARD"
= A by Capﬂa!o;;




This kid camps out at home

Rustic finds, vintage wares, and handmade touches

animate the living quarters of a little explorer wow and dad
BY KATHRYN O'SHEA-EVANS + PHOTOGRAPHS BY HELEN NORMAN bFO U H_,_ m@
outdoors in

N Heather and Dave THibodeau
#ﬁ, IJAMSVILLE, MARYLAND

%

§ ‘“He'sgotalotofspunk, and now
V& WENM  hisroomreflectsthat”
CALLIT ONE PART Adirondack lodge, one
part Boy Scout den. The bedroom Heather and
Dave Thibodeau put together for their 3-year-
old son, Hudson, demonstrates yet again how
DIY can really deliver. The couple used a denim
decorative painting technique to color the walls,
fashioned a tent from an army blanket, and
saved money by scouring resale shops, Etsy, and
eBay for woodsy elements, such as tree-stump
seats and an antler chandelier. “We also made
sure to include quirky pops of color, like the
orange desk and pillows, to keep things playful
and childlike,” says Heather. Read on for ways
to ready a room for your own wild thing.

patchwork

madras drapes

Hudson’s grandmother sewed his
curtains from vintage remnant
fabric. This version has a blackout
lining—ideal for midday naps. $69
for a 44-by-63-inch curtain;
potterybarnkids.com

ship-style sconce
In stainless steel and glass,
this light strikes the same
note as the homeowner's
pricier version. $65;
amazon.com
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get thislook
for less

bandanna pillows

Sew your own cowhand cushion covers
from 20-inch-square bandannas (the ideal
size for 16-inch-square pillows) in long-
wearing polyester. $11 for adozen
bandannas; orientaltrading.com

antler
chandelier
Lighting made from
deer racks evokes
mountain-lodge
interiors. This resin
version gets the job
done at a fraction

orange desk
Find an old teacher’s

desk at a thrift shop of the price. $189;
—or pick up and homedepot.com. Linen
paint this pine lamp shades, $4.98

number. Desk, $279; each; lowes.com
ikea.com. Valspar's
Autumn Blaze,
$42 per gallon;
at Lowe's stores

‘amp blanket
Oregon-made

BB E B Pendleton blankets
1] are a Wild West staple.
H This one is a wool-and-
cotton blend, which
softens the feel—and
the price. Starting at
$109; pendleton
- - -usa.com
s —
4 L sleek storage rT ey
= ! “Toys, diapers, and
no-frills chair clothes get hidden I3
In anodized aluminum, this industrial-style inthe drawers; .
seat echoes the homeowners' flea-market good-looking books
find at left. The brushed silvery finish gives it get displayed .
old-school patina. $100; crateandbarrel.com on the shelves,” W
Heather says of h
Hudson's hutch.
$155; ikea.com

denim walls

The Thibodeaus painted over a base coat of

Behr's Vermont Cream with Sherwin-Williams's .
Indigo Batik mixed with clear glaze. Running

over it top to bottom and side to side with a

linen weaver brush created the textured look. »
Paint, from $32 per gallon; at paint stores




* get thislook
or less

faux campfire

This kid-friendly version of a roaring
blaze (with s'mores!) is hand-
stitched of felt spun from recycled
plastic bottles. Three Wee Monkeys
fire, $23, and s'more, $8; etsy.com

wood oars
The Thibodeaus
found their
vintage paddles
online, but we like
the price of these
new varnished
models. $10 each;

vintage-sign art
For graphic punch, the
homeowners mounted
cotton dish towels printed
with retro fishing scenes in
wood frames. Set of four
towels, $32; antiquekitchen
.com. Pine-look frame, $21;
wayfair.com

vintage creel

An angler's shoulder-slung wicker

G basket serves as a catchall for
Hudson's teensy stuffed animals. We
found this look-alike on eBay for $39.

stump seat

Contact an arborist for a
slice of a downed tree you
can strip of bark and then
age and sand yourself. Or
opt for this silky smooth,
splinter- and bug-free
reclaimed redwood one.
Inspired By All Things
stump, $95; etsy.com

A-frame tent what kid doesn’tlove a
IDIA'4| fort? To make this one, we drilled %-inch
holes near one end of four red oak 1x2s
and inserted a %-inch dowel to create
the frame, securing the crosspieces with jute twine.
Then we cut anarmy blanket to size, laid it over the
top, and tied off the blanket corners. Blanket,
$31; galaxyarmynavy.com @
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PREFINISHED HARDWOOD FLOORING

: W
T

Best-in-class DURABILITY. One-of-a-kind BEAUTY.

A house is more than a building. It's your home and you take pride in if,

inside and out. So, why give your family anything less than the unmistakable

beauty of a Bellawood floor? Finely crafted from the most durable wood and
bamboo the world has to offer, each plank is meticulously designed o take on
everything life can throw at it—all while staying beautiful year affer year.

Bellawood Prefinished Hardwood Flooring is available at Lumber Liquidators




He's got a head for sheds

A yen for a garden shed in an awkward backyard corner led
this design-savvy homeowner to build one his Way BY KATE KARAM

from odg
Space 1o a

place for
. CV4 c-m*[fmg

SQUARE PEG, ROUND HOLE? No

Alan Cusolito problem for an industrial designer like
LAGUNA HILLS. CALIFORNIA Alan Cusolito. When he Spied a pl‘lO[{)
“I'wanted ashed thatwasa of a fanciful L-shaped outbuilding that
focal point, notan eyesore” wouldn’t quite fit along his fence, he

simply applied his engineering skills
to create his own version. He rejiggered the inspirational shed’s perfectly perpendicular
shape to accommodate the 110-degree angle of his lot so that the wing that houses a

potting table could follow his lot line exactly. The 9-by-7-by-3-foot structure not only before
fits snugly, it has storybook character to spare. Constructed of 2x4s and half-inch BEFORE With nowhere else on the
interlocking pressure-treated panels, the entire unit is screwed together to make it easy to property to locate a shed, Alan had to
relocate, if need be. Alan dove in without so much as a measured drawing. “I really just make the obtuse angle of this corner
winged it and had it framed in 2 hours,” he says. “From there, it came together easily and work. AFTER Stained a rich redwood

; S ; . 4 hue, the outbuilding provides ample
quickly.” With a budget of about $2,000, this project has proved to be a sound storage and serves as an eye-catching
investment; Alan now builds custom backyard escapes for other lucky gardeners. focal point in the yard.
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More of your spiffy sheds

Renovated by TOH readers, each of these outbuildings
is proof positive that while a practical bonus space,
ashed can have major curb appeal, too.

)

-
=
-
E LS W

tteidi and
Brent Kruse
SIOUX FALLS, S.DAK.

“We moved and rebuilt our
neighbor's garage on a
$2,000 budget. It makes
a great workshop space,
and it's a joy to see how
perfectly it fits into our
historic neighborhood.”

1| The interior of Alan's shed
holds yard tools and equipment;
a loft space under the roof
provides even more storage
for lawn chairs and holiday
decorations. 2| Referencing
the ocean, five miles away,
Alan chose a galleon weather
vane to cap off the shed.

3| Clad with copper sheeting,
this potting table and the
cabinet below keep gardening
supplies organized.

Stephen and

Eva Carbonard
YARMOUTH PORT, MASS.
“It looked like a teardown,
but with a few bundles

of cedar shingles, new
trim and paint, plus a DIY
door and shutters, our
shed now offers beautiful,
useful storage.”

Karen and
Lynn Juckett
LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

“We each wanted different
things from the shed, so
when we renovated it we
split the interior into two
sections. His tools live
in the back; the front is
where the grandkids play.”

42 THISOLDHOUSE.COM OCTORBER 2014 | feader-Created [iiue
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AMERICAN SOIL

‘IOO% ADDITIVE FREE NATURAL TOBACCO

B |

e et e,

No additives in our tobacco PACK
does NOT mean a safer cigarette. $

Visit NASCIGS.com or
call 1-800-435-5515

PROMO CODE 95211
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking *Plus applicable sales tax

Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.




Look what you found!

From a homemade mousetrap to a fading Civil War tintype,
the oddities readers have discovered in and around their homes
surprised even US BYKATHRYN O'SHEA-EVANS

accidental
Time

PHOTO OPS

Steff and Jeff Condon

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

The Condons bought
their 1918 Tudor totally
ransacked. “Eventhe
radiators and cast-iron
sinks had been stolen,”
Jeff says. But they loved the floor plan
and the 60 divided-light windows, so all
the work, including tedious days spent
scraping those painted-shut windows,
was worth it. Plus, some goodies had
been left behind. When Steff took a
crowbar to the ceiling in the room
above the garage, for instance, she
discovered an unmarked paperboard
box hidden between the rafters.
Inside? Two glass bottles of what they
presumed to be well-aged moonshine
(Michigan enacted its own prohibition
in 1916) and a trove of black-and-white
photos and negatives. “There's one of
four guys drinking in the woods and
another of them all pretending to pee
outside!” Jeff says. “They're just being
crazy buddies.” Another find behind a
closet wall: 21934 copy of The Case of
the Curious Bride. As for the suspected
moonshine, it remains unopened.
Apparently, Steff and Jeffaren'tas
crazy as the previous owners.

SOM ETH'NG OF NOTE David and Bonnye GoO0A sevmour, INDIANA

Late one night, while stripping layers of wallpaper from the living room of their 1911 Craftsman,
E . David noticed writing underneath—and got so excited that he ran upstairs to wake Bonnye.
: Together they uncovered the original builder’s note scrawled on the wall, with the names of the
A7 architect (Robel t H. Hall), contractors (Niemeyer and Rockstroh), and even the plumber and
= = decorator. “I added our family names at the bottom, then preserved the note under spray lacquer
and conservation glass,” Bonnye says. “It’s adaily reminder of the care that went into creating our home.”
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Cindy and David Horn rrankun. TennessEE

For a couple of years before they renovated their 1910 shotgun cottage,
it was used for storage and filled with dusty items of yesteryear. “Mason
jars, Mazola oil, and a lot of garbage, honestly!" David says. “| started
hauling all the trash out to the curb, including one funky-looking La-Z-
Boy. When it flipped over, there was an old quilt under the worn-out
cushion—probably meant to add a bit of padding.” It turned out to be not just any old
coverlet: It was a faded friendship quilt with the names of many local citizens stitched
in. Upon closer inspection, David spotted the names of some of his relatives in one of
the triangles, including a few of his grandmother's siblings, who were an early act at the
Grand Ole Opry. Because the quilt holds so many regional names, the Horns have
thought about donating it to the local historical society so that everyone can enjoy it—
and to help ensure that it never again winds up as a cushion.

PIPE DOWN

Terry McBride narrisurc, Missours

When Terry was replacing broken cedar siding

E, attached with square handmade nails at the

| bottom of his farmhouse kitchen's exterior wall,
o B heunearthedared clay pipe bowl and a reed stem.

“The carpenter had to have dropped it when nailing

the horizontal tongue-and-groove pine boards for the interior
walls,” he says. Terry knows the kitchen was added in 1852, so
he dates the pipe to that time, too. Though common in the 19th
century, anintact oneis arare find today. We're just glad it wasn't
lit when it fell—or this whole story might have gone up in smoke.

hidden history

SHOO, FIRE, SHOQ!

Susan #ollenbeck
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA

Californiais
prone to brush-
fires, but Susan
doesn’tworry.
Years ago she
found a talisman posted in
the attic of an 1800s miner’s
cabin deep in the woods

of Big Sur’s Los Padres
National Forest, where she
was a caretaker. It was a piece
of withering, yellowed paper
with five words block-
printed by hand that read
the same forward, backward,
up, and down. Known as the
Sator Square, this Latin
palindrome has been used to
ward off evil since the Roman
Empire. “It’s supposed to
keep the house from burning,
and it must do the trick,” she
says, “because in 1970, a
forest fire came right up to
the cabin on three sides, and
never burned the structure.”
In everyhouse she’s lived in
since, she writes out the
samesquare and hangsitina
closet. “Istill haven’t had a
fire..and I live in Southern
California!” she says. “People
might think it's kind of
witchy, but it seems to work.”




PROTECTEDASSETS

Becky and Will Viall

BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS

When Becky and
Will bought their
1904 house, the
parlor’s pocket
doorsdidn’t
operate properly. “Will was
popping one offits track and
felt an obstruction deep in the
opening,” Becky says, “He
used aniron bar to pull outan
old insurance policy. Dated
1942, it was a fur floater for
“one skunk coat, valued at
$225.” That’s over three grand
in today’s dollars! Yes, but
so-called “American sable”
was worth it, especiallyin
brutal midwestern winters.

UN ‘ON“MADE SHeri and Clyde Renner camppoir.iuinois

When the Renners were in the midst of what they like to call the,
ahem, “Rennervation” of their 1891 Queen Anne, they uncovered
crumbling, lipstick-kissed love letters from a woman named Flossy
under the bedroom linoleum, and a broken child's tombstone from
1870 that they think was used to build a cistern. But some of the
coolest finds must have once belonged to a Civil War officer who lived in the house.
"l chanced upon a Union officer's belt buckle in the ground near the foundation,”
Clyde says, noting that it reads E Pluribus Unum. “And once, when our contractor
was drilling a hole in the porch ceiling, he looked up to see a little face staring back
at him! He reached up into the hole and pulled out a tintype of a Union soldier.”

CHANCE OF SHOWERS

Lynn and Luanne Coon earis.ioaro

At the time the Coons’ vacation house was built—1906—there

was no indoor plumbing. While renovating the bathroom, they
discovered a huge wood barrel in the attic space above it. “We
figured it was used to store water for baths or even showers,” Luanne
says. The Coons ended up having to rig a makeshift pulley to lower
the barrel out of the attic, using an old horseshoe and a rope. (Note: Don’t try
that one athome.) “Now it sits on our front porch,” she says, for all the world to
see. “Our neighbor’s cat gave birth to a litter of kittens inside it this spring!”
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THREE CENTURIES OF SECRETS

Richard and frmy Burchfield porTroYAL PENNSYLVANIA

If you live in a house as old as the one owned by the Burchfields
—it's alog farmhouse built circa 1780—you’re bound to
uncover a few noteworthy artifacts of rural life. In their 40 years
there, they've found everything from old newspapersto a
secret closet, long boarded up and hidden away, that they like
to imagine was a stop on the Underground Railroad. The Burchfields—this
year's Dining Room winners, page 82— shared a few more portable objects
with us (below): a homemade mousetrap they date to the 1830s that was
set above a horsehair plaster-and-lath ceiling; a Hershey's Cocoa tin top

(the Hershey's chocolate factory was founded about 60 miles away in 1903);
a corn husker; and a wood clapper the Burchfields believe was used for
applause at local theaters. The clapper may also have frightened pesky birds
away from the crops, but like all these objects’ true histories, time won't tell.

MOUSETRAP
This was sitting
above the kitchen
ceiling—with
30-some rodent
skeletons nearby.

HERSHEY'S COCOATIN
Someone once cut a slit
in the top, perhaps to use
the tin as a money jar.

CORN HUSKER

Atool like this,

used to slice open

husks during the

fall harvest, could

WOOD CLAPPER be useful today,

This may have since the family

beenused at grows up to 20

the theater—orto varieties of corn.
scare birds away
from crops.

* hidden history

2 .
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SHEDDINGNEW LIGHT

Dennis and Corinne Girouard
PLAINFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

[t'sone thing to find
knickknacks behind old
plaster. It’s quite another
to stumble upon entire
outbuildings. “Our oldest
son was using a chain saw to tackle

an especially large clump of bushes
on our three-acre property and
uncovered an empty gardening shed,”
Corinne says. They eventually fully
renovated it, even adding electricity
and running water. “The faucet is
nicer than the one in our kitchen!”

ASMUTTY SURPRISE
Robin and Lynda Otey

YAKIMA, WASHINGTON

When an electrician was
stringing new wiring in the
bathroom of the Oteys’' 1957
ranch, he found 20 Playboy
and Penthouse magazines
from the mid-1980s stacked in neat piles on
top of the ceiling panels. Among them: the
September 1981 Playboy with Bo Derek on
the cover and the January 1984 issue
featuring the last nude photo taken of
Marilyn Monroe. “We looked up their value
because we were curious,” Lynda says.
“But they're not even worth the cover price!
Besides, the ‘great articles’ we have now
are worth somuch more.” &
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Easy, Elegant DIY Decor

w ith a little imagination, and Minwax stains and
finishes, you can transform flea-market finds
and unfinished wood pieces into personal treasures.
For more inspired ideas and tips on how to achieve the
rich finishes shown here, visit minwax.com/pinterest.

Mudroom Cubbies @
Arrange three unfinished
pine modules vertically
along your wall and lay
another in front across
the floor. Top it off with a
cushion for a comfortable
shoe-changing station.

Din it
Hanging ® .
Photo Gallery
String colorfully
framed family I o
photos from a .

curtain rod for a
dramatic gallery-

like display.
Bookcase Turned Into Breakfront @
Add diagonal inserts to an unfinished wood
bookcase and you've got a dining room
breakfront or bar,
FOLLOW US ON
Pinterest
t@ Pin your favorites
@ right from this page ® Smart Bed(room)
Just download the free Blippar Storage
app to your smartphone or Place three shelving

tablet, and scan the page to pin
these images to your own
Pinterest boards. Or visit
pinterest.com/thisoldhouse

units in a U shape on
the floor. and add a
piece of plywood on
top for a bed frame
and much-needed
storage solution.




Specially formulated

* Can Be Used Ove.

to free up your afternoon. o AaSS

Polyshades’ combines wood stain and proteetiv
one product, soxeu get beautiful I

T { MINWAX.)

ﬁ You @ Makes And Keeps Wood Beautiful™
L Get Inspired. Visit minwax.com
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your choice of Victoria Ivory, Glazed
Toffee, and Dark Chocolate.
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CABINETS 7O GO

Find a Showroom near you visit us at CabinetsToGo.com ..Premium Quality Cabinets FOR LESS!!



“TOH came to my rescue”

Alongtime fan gets her dream remodel, as the crew resuscitates
her Greek Revival proTocrapHs By ANTHONY TIEULI

Angela Daigle
BOSTON

“I'm so excited to live
in an adult house!”

WHEN PEOPLE LEARN that the
guys from This Old House TV are
renovating my 1850 brick rowhouse,
in Boston’s Charlestown neighbor-
hood, the first thing they ask is what
it’s like behind the scenes. I laugh and
think of the first time I met the whole
crew. Tom, Norm, and the produc-
tion team were heading over and I
was still on an important conference
call when I stepped into the kitchen
—and right into a big pool of water.
The ice maker in the freezer door had
sprung a leak. I started shoving row-
els under the fridge, but when they
soaked through, I broke into the con-
versation and explained what was
going on. Someone reminded me to
turn the shutoff valve, which I finally
found in the basement; I finished
mopping up just as Tom stepped
through the front door. Phew!

COZY QUARTERS

ABOVE: Built in 1850, the brick rowhouse sits on Bunker Hill in Boston's
oldest neighborhood. LEFT: The TOH TV crew will work with architect
Sally DeGan to maximize the house’s 1,500 square feet of space. FAR
LEFT: Homeowner Angela Daigle saved for nine years for her renovation.
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s TOHTV

UPGRADING THE OLD

(1) An original marble mantel in the second-floor living room will be retrofitted
with a high-efficiency gas insert. (2) A collapsed claw-foot tub rendered the
guest bath unusable. It will be restored and outfitted with a shower.

Fighting floods wasn’t what I had in mind when I
bought my house 10 years ago. I was drawn to period
details, like the pumpkin-pine floors, Greek Revival
moldings, and marble mantel. But the yard, at more than
1,000 square feet—enormous for a city lot—is what re-
ally spoke to me, and to my two pugs, Louis and Petunia.
Just about everything else felt like it was held together
with chewing gum and duct tape. So many things had
broken over time that I began to joke that my house was
conspiring against me. The second-floor bath sprang a
leak just after my parents had moved into the adjacent
guest room for a spell. The heat waited until the coldest
week of winter to conk out.

I kept paying to patch little problems but managed to
squirrel away savings as I planned my dream remodel. I
knew it would include a modern bath on every floor and
a cozy master suite that would make coming home every
night feel like checking into a swanky hotel after a long
day of travel. I was already talking to other contractors PRESERVING THE PAST

when 1 applled to TOH TV on a whim. I'd been a fan (5) TOH TV general contractor Tom Silva and host Kevin
since watching the remodel of another house in Charles- OiCoior ramow biicks dneby cos to Be Lixed \ter for

x i the kitchen bumpout as cameraman Steve D'Onofrio
town years ago; I remember being so impressed at how captures footage for the show. (6) Tom takes a break
the crew carefully restored all the plasterwork there. during a day of demolition.

I was stunned the following week when the produc-
ers called, asking to tour the house. I spent the entire
weekend doing that special kind of deep cleaning you do
only when someone really important is coming over. I
was so nervous that the crew wouldn’t like my plan or
that they’d question why I wanted to stop at 4 feet for a

MORE ON CHARLESTOWN

For photos, a project recap, and air dates
for the season beginning on October 2,
scan this page with the Blippar app or

go to thisoldhouse.com/oct2014

=)
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ALL OPENED UP

(3) The TOH TV crew and production team survey the first floor after
removing the wall separating the kitchen and the formal dining room.
(4) With jacks and steel beams supporting the upper floors, Tom
and Kevin demolish the back wall on the first floor.

kitchen bumpout behind my 19-foot-wide rowhouse.

Contrary to all my fears, Tom and Norm totally un-
derstood how important my yard was to me and thought
my shallow bumpout idea would work well. They also
came up with the idea of salvaging the bricks we’d remove
from the back of my house to build the small addition
and suggested knocking out an abandoned chimney in
the kitchen to create space. After that meeting, Tom even
offered to stay and fix my leaky fridge.

I was over the moon when my house was selected.
I'm living in a nearby rental during the remodel, but I
come by often to see the progress. You can imagine how
shocked I was when I arrived one day to find that the
entire back of my house was missing, to make way for
the bumpout. It’s unsettling to stand in your living room
and feel a breeze blowing in from your backyard. But
when I saw Tom emerge from the pile of rubble and,
amidst all the chaos, start to calmly pick out individual
bricks to reuse, the same way most people pick out
apples at the supermarket, I knew [ was in good hands.
And, as I often remind the crew, they saved my house
before they even got to work. If I hadn’t been home to
meet them for that walk-through, the fridge flood could
have ruined everything.
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fat-wallet

awards

’ You sweat the small...change

Congratulations! You pinched your pennies so hard, . |
g Lincoln 1LLusTRATIONS BY MICHAEL WITTE Total saved

you could have bruise

you
Thrift Yﬁ}(cr_g:

i Covetthyneighbor's
: fieldstones
i Rita Salisbury
SEAFORD, DELAWARE
“| pulled up and

, removed all the
. fieldstonesfroma

. wall surrounding a friend’s very
large, very unwanted planter bed

| tousein building my new house.

| Sofar, forall my sweat equity—I

. calculated that | hauled over

| 10,000 pounds of stone—| have a

. fire pitin my backyard and stone-

i covered columns and steps on the
| front of my home. | did the fire pit,
but masons did the stonework

i on the house. (| know my
limitations.) | still have some

left, so | think | might start work

i onafieldstone path.”

. What Rita Saved: $1,000

i Letyour flag fly (for free)
Jill Blackwon

BOAZ, ALABAMA

“l used an old croquet
i mallet as a flag pole
| S onmyporch. [tworks
great because the mallet head

i keeps our University of Alabama

i flag from slipping off the end."

| What Jill Saved: $8.99

Presto-chango frame

;g;giiﬁg?kcr . TR Sy can Richards sanoysPRINGS, GEORGIA
PENNSYLYANA . “Instead of buying an expensive dog door, I bought an inexpensive screen
“| wanted a unique i doorwith two small screened panels at the bottom. I removed the screen
; — way todisplay family | from the bottom panels and repurposed a piece of heavy vinyl to make
| pictures, aswellasartworkfrom | flaps to cover the holes. Now I have a double dog door for my Australian
. mygrandchild. |tookanoldmulti- | shepherd and my yellow Lab. It’s really funny to watch them shoot out
i pane window frame without the i thedoorat the same time!” What Susan Saved: $124
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i allthe help. After we finished, he
i moved back in with his mom—to
i help her replace her windows."

. What Jennifer Saved: $5,071

i on trash pickup plus many
thousands in labor costs

Formica fix-up
-‘ Doreen Cagno

LITITZ,
PENNSYLVANIA

B “Ireally wanted
| SRS concrete counters,
. but making the molds sounded

| very involved and they would still
| costover $500. | kept thinking,

| There's got to be a way to get the

| look. | found a photo of a product

’:B ; ROCk n’ rou end table called c.oncrete_ feather firjish. and
; : ; i |knew |'d seenit before—inmy

o A Jeanic HevVEner Mount Jov, PENNSYLVANIA . garage! My husband worksfor a
“There was this big ugly black box in my living room called a subwoofer | flooring company. I raninand

that my husband just couldn’t part with. So I took an old end table of | asked himifwe could use it on our
his, chopped the legs off, and set the top right on the subwoofer, which | countertops, and he said, ‘Yeah,

made a perfect base. My new end table looks like one piece, it didn’t | thatwould totally work. It bonds to
cost me anything, and my husband loves it because he gets to keep his : anything.’ So we did three coats,
subwoofer. It’s gotta be from the '80s!” What Jeanie Saved: $350 i sanded each one, and then sealed

i the counters. They've held up
i really well, even with three boys.”

i glass and arusty piece of sheet i fromthe panels’ outside edges. i What Doreen Saved: $450

: metal, bothfoundinouroldbarn. | Combined with new hardware

i | cutthe metal to fit behind the i and white cabinet paint, they i Savvysalvage

! frameandattachedittocreatea | nowresemble paneled doors i Deb Brisebois

i divided magneticboard. Imade | atafraction of the cost.” AMHERST,

: suretosand all rough edges, | What Trent Saved: About $900 NEWHANESEIRE

. sealedit,andputfeltpadsonthe | : . “Ifound adiscarded
i back to keep it from scratching i Couch-surfing contractor | = —= wicker chair neara
¢ the wall. Now | can display i Jennifer Born i dumpster, and all it really needed

LAKEVILLE. MINNESOTA | was a new paint job. | sanded off
“We used Bagster i the old white and bought a few
bags and had Waste : cans of brilliant-white spray paint,

i and change pictures regularly
i with fun, inexpensive magnets
i inindividual frames!”

| What Cheryl Saved: $16.99 : == Managementpick | andnow itlooks 100 percent
them up as we finished stages better. Keeping with the cheap
Groove-y cabinet doors i of our demolition. Otherwise, i budget, | wasn't about to buy a

: oo Trent Tobiason - our driveway would have been i cushion. They're too expensive!
! COLUMBUS. NEBRASKA | occupied by alarge dumpsterfor | So | waited until the pet-bed
' "lhadboring old i @amuch higher cost: 10 monthsat | cushions went on sale and bought

flat-panel kitchen | $100to $150 aweek.Oh,andmy | abrightly colored one for $5

s ~— Ccabinets. | made i husband and | have afriendwhois | that fits the chair perfectly. It's
i ajigandusedaroutertomakea i ajack-of-all-trades,andhelived | comfortable, too.”
i V-shaped groove about 2%inches | with us for free in exchange for . What Deb Saved: $189.50
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Who left the
ights on”.

Stop wasting. Start saving.

with a motion sensor light switch from Lutron (" )

Automatic. Hands-free. Smart.
Turns room lights off after you leave.
Turns room lights on as you enter.
Senses daylight and only turns lights on when needed. |

Affordably priced—about $20.
Pays for itself—Save up to 50% lighting energy*

Install it yourself—Replace your existing light switch
in about 15 minutes.

Works with all light bulbs—even LEDs.

Great for every room: bathrooms, laundry rooms,
garages, kids' rooms.

Available from your local home center, lighting
showroom, or electrical professional.

Maestroe occupancy sensor switch
Visit us at www.ChooselLutron.com Interior Design Best of Year Award

save
. < energy
5::::% LUTRON. (EJZLF! ﬁ > Mlin| ‘C’Ltt?onm%
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i The writing on the wall
. Stephanie
Marchetti

FITCHBURG,
MASSACHUSETTS

— “Instead of paying for
i wallpaper for an accent wall in my
 living room, | ordered a couple of

i water-based paint pens. Then all |

i did was print out atemplate of a

P —

| ontoa piece of cardboard—from

| the box the pens came inl—and cut
| itouttouse as a stencil. | down-

. loaded a ‘level' app and then duct-

¢ taped my phone to the stencil and

i traced the stencil on the wall until it
i was covered. | spent a half hour a

: night for four or five nights, and it

i has made a pretty huge difference.
i Everyone thinks it's wallpaper—

i they always touchit to see.”
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i Tocatchaleak .
’ Mary Bergsteinsson |
i a30-mile radius of two different
\ locations of the same chain and

{ am aware that they run different
i specials. | checked the price of

STOUGHTON,
SASKATCHEWAN,
CANADA

— —— "Our home is more .
i than100 years old, and the balcony
| above the kitchen is constantly

| leaking. Instead of redoing and
sealing the floor of the balcony, we
{ took arubber pool liner and laid it

i inthere. Of course, we made sure

i itgoesup the sides of the balcony. i
Presto—nothing has leaked since.” !
i What Mary Saved: At least $850

Colorful stairs

Jawes Wolff
BERLIN, WISCONSIN

“After | finished my

chose alternate colors and styles

i and simply tacked them down with
| carpettacks. The result s colorful
i and comfortable stairs.”

| What James Saved: $259

Price-match score

Rebecca Hatcher
PLANT CITY, FLORIDA

“While researching
new tile for my

| W living room and

. What Stephanie Saved: $506.39 | diningroom, | found what | wanted

Cooking up anewlook
BN (7 MyersS viLLARICA, GEORGIA
L “I'had some disposable aluminum cookie sheets from the party store,

s/ squares from the cookie sheets, embossed a pattern, primed them, and
é‘j finished them with acrylic metallic paint. I used them to create a
' backsplash, but they would make an awesome-looking ceiling. That’s

J, 2,¢ anditdawned on me that they would make great faux tin tiles. I cut
p : I
n alot of embossing, though!” What Suzy Saved: $118

i advertised for $1.58 per tile ata

nearby home center. | live within

the same tile at the second store,

| and their close-out sale price was

i 19 cents per tile—but they only

i had13 pieces left. So | called the

i store manager of the first location
and asked if he was willing to honor
i the company's price-match policy.

He was! And | was able to purchase

. $814worth of tile for $97.85 to

i cover 515 square feet. Then|
installed it myself."

. What Rebecca Saved: $716.15

| Or...ask for free stuff
; basement, | decided !
. —= |wantedacarpet |
. runner for the stairs, but | didn't
. want to spend alot of money. So
. lasked my furniture company if
they had out-of-stock samples

| inthe back, which | got for free. |
i Moroccan pattern, trace that shape

Blair Anderson
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA

“Getintouchwitha
property manager

| Smwewese= oraninterior
designer—they are always dealing
i with people who are moving out or

i changing their furnishings. They

© will let you know ASAP if someone

i is getting rid of expensive sofas,

: cabinets, shelving units, TVs,

. etcetera. How reliable is this

. method? Well, | have my entire

. house full of free furniture that |

| paid nothing for! The only thing you
i may need, if you're lucky, is a truck
i oramoving company for that

i 90-inch TV or the three-piece black-
i lacquer cabinet set. Good luck!”

! What Blair Saved: $50,000 &

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105



WHO KNEW HOT WATER
COULD OFFER SO MUCH

You have enough things to worry about every

day—hot water shouldn’t be one of them.
That's why Rinnai Tankless Water Heaters
provide an endless, energy-efficient supply
of hot water whenever, wherever, and for as
long as you need it. Even for multiple tasks at
the same time. No tank, no planning your hot
water usage, and no risk of running out.

It's a whole new way to think about hot water.
One we're sure you'll find quite enjoyable.
Learn more at

Tankless Water Heaters

Rinnai.






weekend remodel

You love this rustic touch

We asked TOH fans about sliding barn doors and got a flood of
questions. Here’s our answer BysaLVAGLICA + PHOTOGRAPHS BY RYAN BENYI

How to
il
asiidin
: barn o{ogr
s =2

i (—t

Sy
et *F j- T

s 1.‘:-5‘.!_ F T
S T F A
EREE e e

§ COST $378
TIME 7 hours over two days
DIFFICULTY Easy. Fittingthe
pallet boards requires some
fiddling, but the skills are basic.
N,
T

MORE THAN 1,000 OF YOU, including reader

Deborah Beck Deborah Beck, wanted to know the best way to
BUCKS COUNTY. PENNSYLVANIA tackle this project. It’s easy to see why: Hanging a
“We want toinstall asliding door on a track means you don’t have to rip open
barn door. Any ideas?” and reframe a wall for a pocket door. Plus,
mounting hardware is available in all manner of
styles and budgets, and the door options are limitless—from salvage finds to original DIY creations Track and rollers:
like this one, a mix of pallet wood and common cedar. Follow along for the how-to from TOH senior ﬁzﬁgﬁ‘zgﬂﬁgsg%f
technical editor Mark Powers and to see a gallery of readers’ own sliding-barn-door projects. nwartisanhardware.com
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* weekend remodel

DAY-TO-DAY TOOLS caulk gun
TIMELINE SATURDAY Build the door (Steps 1-4). tAnE heBtre f:f"‘g':‘_‘:f;i'f g
SUNDAY Hang the door (Step 5). miter saw I
cottonrag
bar clamps
" : ] small paintbrush
standoff roller deck screw 1x4 mounting board drill/driver :
el stud finder
= s ] :fre:i d” Ip Ss-inch drill bit
T ¥-inch socket
combination square wrench
track pneumatic nailer 2-foot level
_ lagbolt and compressor
1x6 pine
board
1x6 cedar stile MATERIALS and one 6-footer to
make the face frame.
tragk and(;ollers 1Y%-inch deck screws
panel 1x6 pine Get 18 a1,
! -gauge 1%
adhesive seven 8-footers inch brads for the
woodglue for the back. pneumatic nailer
1x3 strapping Get 1%-inch pocket-hole
one 8-footer for SCrews
By locking.
e S handle ; ocka_ng 3-inch deck screws
1x5 pine filler - 1x4 pine Get one
strips ~ 8-footer for the panel gonstructlon
mounting board. adhesive Gettwo
tubes.
1x5 pine Get one
10-footer and two wood glue
pocket 6-footers for the paste wax
salvaged hole filler strips. 100-grit sandpaper
pallet board ga:Iet bo?;;‘st latex paint
[ alvage abou
ket-hole : door handle
floor guide 1x10 cedar ggfew 40 pieces.
bottom rail 1x6 rough common
Finished dimensions: Find acut list at western red cedar
38Y5"W x 244D x 83%"H thisoldhouse.com/oct2014. Get three 8-footers
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Before youbegin: Measure the width of the door from
the outside edges of the casing, then order a hardware kit
with a track twice that width.

MAKE THE BACK

A] Assemble the boards. For our 30-inch-wide
opening, seven 1x6s spanned the casing perfectly; you
may need to rip the pine boards to width. Measure from
the floor to the top of the door casing, then cut the boards
Y2 inch shorter on a miter saw. Gang the boards side by side,
place the blocks along the outside edges, and use long bar
clamps to cinch them together. Square up the assembly
with longer strapping at the top and bottom edges. Screw
the blocks and strapping in place, and remove the clamps.
£] Add filler strips. Use a miter saw to cut the 1x5 filler
strips according to the cut list. Add adhesive and set the top
rail flush along the top of the boards; adhere the upper stiles
below it, flush to the outside edges, and the middie rail below
them. Add the lower stiles and rail, leaving a 1-inch channel
for the floor guide that contains the door. Drive a 1%-inch
deck screw through each strip into each 1x6 it crosses.

ILLUSTRATION: GREGORY NEMEC
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Heating and Cooling Your Old House

- ' »

[13 sirel Ve, r...
Window air conditioning units are noisy, drafty and
unsightly. And installing conventional air duct

systems in old houses often requires carving up
closets and walls at great expense and disruption.

_‘_/} Noisy window A/C keeps you from hearing the TV Y |
 Lose valuable closet space to ductwork (b
ol ﬁ $20,000 quotes for central air give you sticker shock

v/ Don't pay to cool or heat rooms you don't use

v Dust and dirt during installation for a week or more

| .I,.I.f;‘:i”—‘ E‘ ."'"-_.-' = SV 2L |
...the easy way!
Fujitsu mini-splits are today’s most advanced
form of heating and air conditioning. One unit
"

can power up to 8 indoor units simultaneously.
Systems are quick and easy to install.

+/ Whisper quiet operation

+ Comfort only the spaces you use
. Vv Cost effective alternative to central air
4 E’ Lowers uumy bill up to 50%"

*Savings may varybased

- TCII Comfort your house the easy way. | 4 _ _
Ji110U Visit www.constantcomfort.com ﬁalcyon V.4




* weekend remodel

INSTALL THE PATTERN

A] Cut the chevrons. Use a straightedge to mark a
centerline down the door's two inset panels. Set the miter
saw to 45 degrees and cut one end off each pallet board.
Starting at the top rail, butt the mitered ends of two pieces
of similar thickness and color together at the centerline,
forming an arrow. Use a combination square to mark the
boards about % inch short of where they overlap the stiles, as shown. Miter the pieces to
length, then dry-fit them. Repeat, one chevron at a time.

B Cut the corners. For the boards that hit the corners, use the combination square to
mark where the piece overlaps the stile and the rail. Cut the two angles on the miter saw,
as shown. After installing the longer pieces, fill the rest of the pattern with scrap, cut to fit.
C ] Install the pattern. With the chevrons dry-fit in both panels, lift out one pair of
boards at a time, apply panel adhesive to the undersides, and press them back in place.
Using a pneumatic nailer, tack the boards in place with 1%4-inch brads, one near each
corner of each board. Repeat the process, adhering and nailing each pair of boards as
you work down both panels.

TIP For the strongest bond, spread glue on both
edges of the joint and drill the pocket holesin the
rail so that the screw grabs the stile’s edge grain.

MAKE THE FACE FRAME

A Drill pocket holes. At the miter saw, cut the
cedar according to the cut list. Arrange the pieces rough-
face down covering the filler strips. Clamp a pocket-hole jig
at the end of a rail, even with one edge, and use the kit bit to
drill a hole. Reset the jig along the other edge and repeat. Drill
two pocket holes at each end of the upper and middle rails,
as shown, and three at each end of the wider bottom rail.
£]Build the frame. Apply wood glue to the ends of the
rails and the adjoining edges of the mating stiles, then
clamp the frame together. Drive the screws provided with
the kit into the edges of the stiles at each pocket hole, as
shown. Remove the bar clamps.
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ADVERTISEMENT

This Old . .
House blueriig & =ras.. .

Share your HappiMess
for a chance to win!

What's HappiMess? It's rolling up your
sleeves, getting your hands dirty and
loving every second of it. Because with
Delta’ kitchen and bathroom innovations,

you know you can.

Share your HappiMess photos on
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram with
#HappiMess and you'll automatically
be entered in the Delta” Faucet
#HappiMess Sweepstakes.

Visit deltafaucet.com/

happimess to learn more.

Color Stays True
Longer™

Introducing Valspar® Reserve™

Our highest quality Paint + Primer
with HydroChroma™ Technology is
40% more durable than the leading
premium paint brand* With superior
stain resistance and scrubbability,
the colors you love stay the colors
you love.

*See valsparpaint.com/reserve for
details. Exclusively at Lowe's.

see what Delta can do.

BEHR MARQUEE™
Interior

Introducing Behr’s most advanced
interior paint ever, BEHR MARQUEE'
Interior Paint & Primer, with an
exclusive one-coat color collection
that's guaranteed* to help you
quickly achieve a color you love.
Exceptional stain resistance, beauty
and durability will revolutionize the
way you paint.

Exclusively at The Home Depot.
Behr.com

*For details, visit BEHR.com/MARQUEEguarantee

And the Winner is...

To celebrate our June Outdoor Living issue, we launched The Living
Alfresco Sweepstakes: a chance for one lucky reader to get a jump
start on building the backyard retreat of their dreams.

Congratulations to Carrie R. of Katy, TX who won a $22,150
outdoor prize package, courtesy of Eldorado Stone, Jacuzzi, and
Wayfair.com!

! [ELDORADO

& HEADWATERS COMPANY

This Old House
Wants You!

Become a TOH
HomeTeam member.

Join our HomeTeam Panel community of readers and fans who
offer opinions and insight to help us provide winning content.

As a member you'll receive exclusive benefits like the chance to
test (and keep) new products, vote on covers, receive early notice
of TOH-sponsored contests, and have
the chance to win TOH premium items.

Register at tohhometeam.com

HOMETEAM




* weekend remodel

FINISH THE DOOR

4] Attach the face frame. Gently remove the
face frame and set it aside. Apply panel adhesiveina
zigzag pattern along the filler strips. Bring the frame back
to the table and orient it rough-side up, hiding the screws.
Lay itin place, as shown, and align it along all four edges.
Tack it down with 1¥4-inch brads every 8 inches or so.
1| Rub on the finish. Lightly sand the entire door with
100-grit paper to knock down any splinters. Use a cotton B
rag to rub aliberal amount of paste wax into the wood.
| Attach therollers. Center the rolling hardware on e
the width of the cedar stiles. It may help to remove the —
wheels first. Mark the screw locations, drill pilot holes into
the filler-strip edge with a Y&-inch bit, then screw the
hardware in place, as shown. Replace the wheels and
slip the track into their grooves. Measure between the
door and the track to determine how high above the
casing to mount it—34 inch for this hardware.

HANG THE DOOR

A] Attach the mounting board. At the miter saw, cut a length of 1x4 equal to the length
of the track. We painted ours to match the wall. Use a stud finder to locate the framing and mark
locations above the head casing. Level the mounting board above the casing and drill pilot holes
through it and into each stud with a %-inch bit. Secure it with 3-inch deck screws.

5] Install the track. Measure % inch above the casing and mark two spots on the mounting
board. Hold the track flat against the board, with its bottom edge at the marks. Using a 2-foot
level, check that it's level, then mark each lag bolt location on the board. Set the track aside and
drill %4e-inch pilot holes at each mark. Thread a lag screw through one hole and a standoff and
tighten it—not all the way—using a %&-inch socket wrench. Ratchet the rest of the lags in place,
then go back and snug them all up.

C1Rollthe door on. Install a doorstop at one end. With a helper, hoist the door onto the
track and slide it to the stop. Install the other stop. Position the L-shaped floor guide so that

it contains the door in both its open and closed positions. Mark the screw locations, drill pilot
holes, and secure the guide to the floor with the included screws. Position the door handle on the
centerline of the stile, drill “&-inch pilot holes, and secure it with the included hardware.

SEE HOW
IT'S DONE
Towatcha
video of this
project or to
watch TOH general
contractor Tomn Silva
build a barn door, scan
this page with the
Blippar app orgoto
thisoldhouse.com/
oct2014



@'mslrong Get a fresh perspective on an enduring classic with the welcoming warmth of an oak floor.
Made in the USA from premium grade Appalachian timber.

Style Name - Prime Harvest™ Oak Collection ® Color - Warm Caramel

The experts at your locally owned Abbey Carpet & Floor showroom will help you
find the perfect floor for your lifestyle and your budget.

To find the showroom in your neighborhood and your $100 discount certificate, go to BuyAbbey.com/Offer.

& Abbey Carpet & Floor

BuyAbbey.com




» weekend remodel

A story behind
every door

Three readers take three
different approaches to
closing off a room while
adding architectural charm

Upcycled French doors

“My husband, Matt, and | are big on repurposing
as many original elements of our 100-year-old
home as we can. We saved these French doors
during our renovation and hung them between
the kitchen and the dining room, letting the
sunshine flow through.”

—~SHirley Watson

SOUTHPORT, NORTH CAROLINA

Repurposed panel door
“Our kitchen was very shiny and white, and |
thought it could use some patina. We salvaged
apanel door and brought it with us from Rhode
Island, then got all the pieces we'd need to make
atrack for $194 from a ranch-supply store here

in Billings. | love that it retains a little of the New
England history.”

~Jenniter French

BILLINGS, MONTANA
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Classic Z-shape

“"We felt that a more rustic

style of barn door would
work the best with the rest
of our old house. | laid out
boards reclaimed from
my father’s barn until | got
the basic shape | wanted.
Then ljust cut them to
size, nailed it all together,
stained and sealed the
wood, and hung it froma
track | found on Etsy."”
—~Joanna Knox Yoder
LAUREL, MARYLAND

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105
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ABOVE: The exterior boasts the original corbels, but the shutters, copper
gutters, and fiber-cement clapboards are all new. INSET: The 1800s
farmhouse had been moved and set on a new foundation. OPPOSITE: Tom
and Becky Peterson and son Taylor, 18, gather in the new kitchen, the first
room that was made livable during a whole-house gut redo that stretched
to 10 years. “Every day brought a new miracle,” says Becky.




How did one of your fellow readers
earn our awe—and a $5,000 prize? Well,
first he had to “retire” so he could work on
the house full-time. Nice job!

BYTOM PETERSON - PHOTOGRAPHS BY WENDELL T.WEBBER
STYLING BYMARIELLEN MELKER + PRODUCED BY COLETTE SCANLON




Before switching gears,

my wife, Becky, and I were both in pretty high-octane jobs and beginning to
think one of us should be doing something different. We barely saw each
other, and I'd get home most nights after our son, Taylor, was in bed.
Something had to give. In the end, I decided to make a change. I quit my job
solving problems at a private bank to work full-time fixing up a house.

We were already looking for a fixer-upper near where we were living, in
New Jersey, when I passed this wreck of a farmhouse in the town of
Branchburg. An old red barn sat right behind it—perfect for a dream
workshop. I said to myself, Wow, now there’s a project!

The place was on a cul-de-sac surrounded by new houses. It had been
empty for two years, and at one point had been at risk of being razed. But it
was a local landmark, and the neighbors wouldn’t have it. Ultimately, the
developer moved the house and the barn to a corner lot and plunked them
onto brand-new foundations.

The house was unusual, nothing like the box-shaped McMansions you
see everywhere. I liked the front porch and could imagine how one in back
would be even sweeter. The place was crying out with potential.

At this point I was officially retired—and getting ready to work harder
than I ever imagined. s

I had a million plans for the house, but before we signed on the dotted line, TOP LEFT: Furniture-inspired cabinets
I checked in with the historic preservation commission. I'd heard horror pelitad Sedom Yo s |

3 : 3 : farmhouse sink evoke the home's past.
stories about renovations screeching to a halt because a roof or a paint color INSET: The old galley kitchen. Sink:
wasn’t acceptable. Local officials came by for a walk-through, and they not Shaws. Faucet: Moen. Range: Viking
only threw support behind my plans but also gave me the best tip of all time:

Be careful what you throw out. (See “Prize Inside,” page 75.)
Soon we were in a rental nearby, and our household had a new routine.

before

FOR PLANS: IAN WORPOLE
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ABOVE: “The first time | saw the
kitchen fireplace, | knew how |
wanted to finish it,” says Tom,
who made the eating nook's
paneling, mantel, and pine-
topped table. LEFT: The nook is
steps from the granite-topped
island. Paint: Benjamin Moore's
Van Courtland Blue (fireplace
wall). Floor tile: Daltile. Wine
refrigerators: GE

- SHOP THIS STYLE
“ To find furnishings
gl similar to those used
in this house, scan this
page with the Blippar

app or go to wayfair.com/
thisoldhouse

FLOOR
PLANS

The 3.020-square-foot house was gutted and
largely reframed and rebuilt with new joists,
support columns, engineered beams, and a
more open plan, including a large kitchen and
guest suite downstairs and an L-shaped master
suite plus two other bedrooms and a second full
bath upstairs. The porches, wraparound deck,
roof, siding, insulation, windows, exterior trim,
landscaping, and infrastructure, including
chimney and fireplace work, are also new.

FIRST FLOOR e
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—_—
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T T 1A Hiaundry |
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Becky would jump on the 6 A.M. bus to New York, and
I’d drive Taylor, then 8, to school. I hadn’t had a chance
to do that before, and I had no idea how much it would
mean to me over the years to come. Let’s just say I've
never missed a football game.

My first encounter with a table saw dates back 20
years, when I was bitten by the furniture-making bug.
From there, my passion widened to woodwork and
built-ins. I couldn’t wait to finish this house with casings,
wainscoting, and all the rest.

But first I had to focus on making sure the place didn’t
collapse. The floors weren’t level, and they sagged in
spots. Termites had compromised the old beams. Rain
poured in through one wall. The weight of the roof was
pushing out the walls, and we’d need new joists and
support columns.

One thing I've learned through life is that there’s a
solution to every problem—you can’t let yourself be
overwhelmed. Two general contractors helped with de-
molition and structural repairs. It took about six months
and 15 dumpster loads just to gut the place. The kitchen
joists were so old, they still had bark, and all the siding

BELOW: The dining room’s original fireplace came
with this surround of bluestone hand-painted to
mimic marble—but no flue. Pros made it a working
fireplace and faux-finished the walls.

was nailed right to the studs. No insulation! All the
plumbing and wiring, even the furnace, had to go. With
the floors opened up, the two chimneys at the center
stood free; we used one as a gauge as we very, very slow-
ly jacked up sections and shimmed the support columns
in the basement to make the first floor level.

We’d knock off at sundown just hoping this thing
would still be standing in the morning. I had a number
of sleepless nights, but the challenge was like a drug.

Becky and I love old houses but we wanted all the
conveniences—central air, a whole-house sound system,
even a central vac. A local architect put our plans on
paper so [ could get permits, and I have to tip my hat to
the folks at the building department—they were great,
every step of the way. We reframed walls and installed
joists 12 inches on center because I wanted a house that
was sounder than a bank. To get a big, open kitchen, we
took down walls, which meant adding a 1,100-pound
beam overhead to support the second floor.

To gain space downstairs, we moved the basement



PRIZFE INSIDE

The Petersons were about to toss the original
hanging fixtures when Tom recalled a local
historian pointing out that they might be worth
something. Indeed. When he got around to
sending off a photo of the foyerlamp toa
nearby auction house, Rago Arts, he gota
guick callback. To the couple's astonishment,
the estimate was $20,000 to $30,000. They made a date to
be there when the bidding began, and guess what: That little
fixture turned out to be a very rare antigue Stickley. It sold for

$310,000—or $10,000 more than they paid for the house

TOP LEFT: The family room ceiling coffers are new. The
pine chest in the far corner is something Tom whipped up.
ABOVE: The hall bath upstairs only looks old. LEFT: The
original mahogany balustrade and newel post were taken
apart, stripped, and reassembled.
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WELCOME TO
MY WORKSHOP

if | was going towork on
the house full-time and
make every linear foot of
casing from rough-sawn
lumber, | would need a
better place for my tools
than a shed. Before we
even moved in, | designed
a 700-square-foot
wraparound additionin
back of our two-car barn.
It has plenty of wall space
for pegboard, and floor
space for lumber and
equipment. Some of the
tools date to when Becky
and | were first married,
and | decided to teach
myself skills by making a
pie safe like one Norm built
on New Yankee Workshop.
Atthe heartofiitisan
industrial-grade SCM Mini
Max combo machine with
five motors and an 8'2-foot
sliding table. | canclamp a

sheet of plywood to the
table and slide it across the
blade for a dead-straight
cut. It also has a planer,
jointer, shaper, and
mortiser, so | can make all
my own stock and build
furniture. Standing right
next toitis a Williams &
Hussey molder with
custom knives | had

made that allowed me to
replicate the old moldings
inthe house. | made

most of the casing, trim,
paneling, and built-ins right
here. At one point | had
three giant stacks of rough
lumber—this place was
just jammed with wood.
Evenif | could have found
the old profiles, this way
was cheaper. It really kills
me to buy something | can
make. I'd much rather
build my own medicine
cabinets and bookshelves.
More important than the

ABOVE: The upstairs
hall is now lined with
homemade casing and
wainscoting—Tom even
made the chair. The
floor is new quartersawn
white oak. RIGHT: The
master bath overlooks
the garden through a
row of light-filled
windows. Tile: Daltile.
Windows: Pella

money is the satisfaction
of getting it right.
Naturally, this type of
work takes its toll—| lost
months to a rotator-cuff
injury, and another year
went toward a double
knee replacement. But |
couldn't wait to get back
to the workshop and to
my passion. We still have
that pie safe, by the way.
Becky put it in near the
kitchen, where we can
seeiteveryday. —TP.
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- COMPLETE
THE TOUR
E"] Toview
additional
photographs

of this house and see
agallery of whole-
house runners-up,
scan this page with the
Blippar app or go to
thisoldhouse.com/
reader2014

stairs. Upstairs, we moved openings to improve the flow
and raised the roof so that you don’t have to duck to get
into Taylor’s bedroom.

There was one near disaster, after [ took apart the
main staircase’s mahogany balustrade to have it
stripped. Each baluster had a hand-cut pin to dovetail
into its tread, so I numbered them as I took them out. To
my horror, the numbers got stripped off with the paint,
and I thought I'd never figure out which baluster went
where! But as I like to say, there’s a solution to every
problem. Through trial and error, I figured it out.

Once various pros had taken care of the plumbing,
wiring, heating and cooling, chimney work, and dry-
walling, I had a big empty box. This was what I'd been
waiting for—a chance to dream up all the details inside
and out, from interior trim to shutter caps.

I replicated the original casings in my shop, installed
wainscoting in the main halls, and built a lot of furniture
and cabinetry. I even developed a system for installing
bookcases: Start with §-inch-high plywood bases, and
if you get them level, what’s on top will be too.

Finally, I reached the last thing, the downstairs bath,
this time with a new helper—Taylor. In the time it’s taken
to finish this house he’s turned 18 and started college.

No matter what he chooses to do in life, [ hope he is
as happy as I have been working on this house. Becky
agrees. We’ve already talked about what we’d do if life
presented us with another falling-down house: She’d
keep her day job, and I'd head off to my workshop. s

before

TOP: Tom enlarged the
master bedroom, shifted
passageways to create an
open suite with a walk-in
closet and bath, and lavished
it all with woodwork.

INSET: The old layout was
awkward, with a forlorn
decorative fireplace between
two doorways. Paint:
Benjamin Moore’s Georgian
Green (walls)

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105



THE SEARCHFOR
 AMERICA'S BEST REMODEL

Thousands of you
sentin pictures
of your perfected
spaces, hoping
tolandin these
pages. Among all
your amazing
redos, five reader
remodels really
won us over—and
won the DIYers
behind them
$1,000 apiece
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ABOVE: An oversize island now anchors the
L-shaped kitchen, which had suffered from various
“updates” overtheyears(before). Live-edge open

shelves add to the period farmhouse feel; the
single-basin stainless-steel sink is large enough
to handle farm-to-table food prep.

WHAT THEY DID Camped out
inan RV while turning their
condemned farmhouse into
a cozy home—complete with
a charming new kitchen

HER STORY BJ and | have beenhob-
by farmers for almost a decade, rais-
ing cows, chickens, pigs, and rabbits
for ourselves and our two kids—and
abitofprofit. We'd always wanted to
own our own land, rather than rent,
and we finally found something with-
in our budget: a little 1800s farm-
house foreclosure on 15 acres. At
last, we had our own farm, but since
the place was condemned, we
couldn’texactly moverightin. Sowe
pulled into the driveway in an RV,
and that's where all four of us lived
for two years as we peeled away de-
cades-old layers of sad remodels.
Since we do a lot of our own
butchering and food prep, creating
a functional kitchen was important
to us, but it also had to be inviting.
The existing layout would work, but
the walls were crumbling and the




ABOVE: Family and friends helped
repoint the stone walls of kitchen, an
1850s addition to the existing log
home. The original, pre-addition
windows remain.

cabinets were flimsy, so we tore
those out. When we did, we found
beautiful natural stone that needed
only some repointing. We ripped out
the floors, too, and BJ laid new pine
planks stained to look like they're
original. We purchased cabinets and
installed all new appliances, most of
which we were lucky enough to get
for free from our old rental's owners,
who were doing their own remodel.

But we realized we were short on
counter space and would need more
room for food prep. A woodworker
friend had a large island that had
been custom-built for homeowners
who changed their minds, and we
were able to buy it at a reduced rate.
It's big enough to hold a hog!

BJ hung open wood shelving, and
an antique postal box to store wine,
then added awoodstove we owned to
help warm the room during chilly win-
ters. Now it's one of my favorite spac-
es in the house—somewhere we can
all cozy up together and hang out. It
sure beats gathering around the fold-
down Formicatableinthe RV.

wHAT HE pID Gutted a sadly
outdated—carpeted!—third-
floor bath and created a
boutique retreat for guests

HIS STORY A week
after closing on our
1870 ltalianate, my
partner, Rich Ault,
and | had sledge-
hammersinhand. Our goal: toreno-
vate the place one room at a time.
That was eight years ago. With full-
time jobs, the overhaul took a little
longer than we'd anticipated. Okay,
a lot longer. And the last major proj-
ectwas the third-floor bath. Why did
we wait so long to tackle this room?
Quite frankly, it terrified us.

24

before

RIGHT: After
removing the old
wallpaper (before),
Brett's partner,
Rich Ault, designed
and installed
board-and-batten
paneling with a
picture ledge. In
the shower, marble
tilesarelaidina
running bond
patternand a
basketweave
design.

Yellow 1960s-era gingham wall-
paper covered the walls (and ceiling,
no less!); smelly brown wall-to-wall
carpeting of asimilar vintage padded
the floor; and a hideous vanity with
a Formica countertop dominated
the room. Although we'd removed
the carpet and floorboards early on,
while rewiring the house, not much
else had been done. For years, we
used the space for storage.

I'm a flight attendant and stay in
a lot of hotels with nice baths, so |
knew | wanted our guest bath tofeel
like a luxurious oasis. The first step
was reconfiguring the cramped
space. An interior linen closet and a
larger hall closet ate up a lot of real
estate. We opened them up, incor-
porating the closet space into the
bath, gaining valuable square foot-
age. Next we tackled the walls: Shal-
low stud bays—only about 2 inches
deep—necessitated building out
at the sink to hide the plumbing.
Since we were already bumping out
the wall, we brought it out far enough

=
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to create niches for extra storage.
The plaster was in such bad shape
that we just covered the rest of the
walls with amix of board-and-batten
and horizontal planks.
While the tub looks right at home
in the space, it has actually lived all
over the house. We bought it three
years before we started the renova-
tion, but we couldn't get the beast
up the narrow staircase. It sat up-
side down in our living room (we
didn't want to risk nicking it) before
we moved it to the dining room,
where it lived for a year. Good thing
we weren't entertaining a lot! We

moved it to the third floor when we
got around to redoing the stairs,
while the balustrade was removed.

Working with heavy materials
on an upper floor of an old house is
tough. | wish we'd had an elevator:
there are 52 steps from the base-
ment to the third floor. We'd lug
boxesoftile upandthenrealizewe'd
forgotten some tool in the base-
ment. But, inthe end, all the trips up
and down the stairs were worth it.
We have the guest bath of our
dreams. Now | don't have to rely on
hotelrooms for aspa-like getaway—
I can just go upstairs.

ABOVE LEFT: Dual pedestal sinks keep the
space feeling open and airy. TOP: Since
nobody can see into the third-floor bath,

the couple eschewed window treatments

in favor of glass display shelves. ABOVE:
The frames of the oval mirrors originally
housed vintage needlepoint from Brett's
grandfather. A horizontal plank wall conceals
plumbing and adds towel storage.
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WHAT THEY DID Meticulously
restored their Italianate’s
facade by hand-milling cedar
boards to mimic walls of
elegant hand-cut stone

HER STORY You know the saying
about buying the worst house on
the best street? That's what we did.
We spotted this 1867 Italianate, a
beauty left to decay for decades,
and made a low offer. But when the
owners countered, | got cold feet
thinking about the ancient kitchen,
leaky roof, and 18-plus windows
that needed replacing. Brian said,
“Tanya, this house has location,

B o

location, LOCATION!" Our house is
in Oak Park, just outside Chicago,
renowned for its period architecture.

After several years of interior
renovations, Brian started work on
the new porch, stripping the alumi-
num siding from the front of the
house to reveal a layer of old, dam-
aged clapboards. Under that, we
were stunned to discover the real
prize: the original 19th-century
cypress siding, made toresemble a
stone facade. The tongue-and-
groove boards had been routed with
bevels every 16 inches to look like a
row of blocks. Then the siding was
painted a natural color and textured
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during
TOP: New boxwood shrubs complement
the Italianate style. Once an unloved
rental (before), the house's great bones
remained intact. Hidden under two newer
layers was the original siding (during).
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ABOVE: "This house was love at
first sight,” says Tanya, shown with
Brian and their daughter, Rachel.

with sand. It's very convincing. We
foundthe “stone” onjust two sides of
the house and decided to restore
what was damaged and carry it
around to the other sides. Easier said
than done! For two years, the house
sat exposed while we searched for a
mill to re-create this material at a
reasonable cost. Tired of the Tyvek
wrap—and the drafts—I put my foot
down and told Brian he'd have to
figure out how to do it himself.

Though he’s an architect, not a
craftsman, Brian rose to the chal-
lenge. Each of the 100-plus cedar
boards required five setups of tools
and blades for atotal of 12 passesto
create the tongues, grooves, and
bevels. The quoins had been re-
moved all along the corners, so he
milled and installed those, too. There
was, as he says, “sweat, tears, and
plenty of blood" along the way.

Wewere thrilledtoreceive a pres-
ervation award from the village, but
the real pleasure is knowing, after
sevenyearsofwork, thatourhome is
finally living up to its history.

k

THE BEST OF THE REST
Toview galleries of the
finalists in all these contest
categories, scan this page
with the Blippar app or go to
thisoldhouse.com/reader2014
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Richard and Awy Burchficld

|t PORT ROYAL, PENNSYLVANIA |

WHAT THEY DID Combined their
living and dining rooms into
one character-filled space

HIS STORY When |
asked Amy for her
hand in marriage, in
1974, | was aman of
modestmeans. Asa
schoolteacher turned farmer, | told
her | could offer her a diamond en-
gagement ring or, if she'd rather,
new carpeting for the 1780s farm-

BELOW: Combining the existing
living room (before) and dining
room created space for a table
that expands to seat 20.

house we were buying. | offered her
a third option, too: a dairy cow for
the 50-acre farm the house sits on—
but she knew we'd get one anyway.
She went for the carpeting.

Forty years, four children, and two
grandchildren later, we'd tired of the
carpeting and our cramped living
quarters; we couldn't squeeze our
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family together in a single space.
So we set out to combine the living
room and dining room and restore
some period charm.

Qur kids helped us tear down the
wall between the two rooms and pull
back layers of paneling and plaster,
exposing the original log walls as
well as the stone-and-brick chim-
neys for the fireplaces in our base-
ment. Beneath Amy’'s moss-green
carpeting, hidden under three more
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ABOVE: Pulling down the ceiling
revealed chestnut joists. INSET:
Now 94, grandma Sara Burchfield
took charge of chinking the logs.

layers of flooring, we discovered
wide-plank chestnut floorboards.
Tearing out the ceiling revealed
chestnut joists and a massive, 16-
inch-square center beam.

We thought it would be a shame
to hide away the woodwork and ma-
sonry for another 200 years, so we
scrubbed them and sprayed them
with a pressure washer, using tarps
and sawdust to protect the floors.
My mother did the chinking be-
tween the logs, something she'd
never attempted.

We finished the space with new
lights and a farmhouse table large
enough to host four generations of
our family. And as for a diamond
ring? Amy finally got that, too—back
onour 25th anniversary.

Acr=Lrediead |1S5uc

WHAT THEY DID
Transformed their “average
suburban backyard” into

a bubbling wonderland

HER STORY Back in 1990, when
Steve and | saw the backyard of the
house we'd just bought, my first
thoughtwas: Dustbowlonahill. It was
a steep, barren slope that funneled
water straight toward the foundation,
which was either a nightmare or, we
decided, a perfect landscaping op-
portunity. We planted trees to stabi-
lize the hill and installed a modest
600-gallon pond near the back door,
and were quite pleased withit all.

Until, that is, we got garden envy
after going on several of the Pond-O-
Ramatours heldin St. Louiseachyear
and seeing all the elaborate water
features. Figuring, “Hey, we could do
that ourselves,” we decided to fully
landscape our half-acre yard, creat-
ing a waterfall as the centerpiece. It
would cascade from the high point of
the slope, split into two streams, and
feed alarge pondfilled with lilies and
koi. lgnorance was bliss!

It took us two years, working ev-
ery available weekend, to complete
the project. With the first bite of the




shovel, we hit bedrock. It
required a jackhammer,
pickaxes, and, ultimately,

a backhoe to carve out

the hole for the 2,500-

gallon pond. It took many

more hours of shoveling

to hew the hillside for the

waterfall and dig chan-

nels for the streams. Us-

ing just a hand truck,

Steve and | moved more

than 8tons of river rock uphill, two or
three stones at a time, and fit them
like a giant puzzle—with plenty of
arguing along the way. It was mis-
erable work and, to say the least, a
happy day when we finally turned
onthe water.

While the water feature is the
star, I'm proud of the gardens, too.
We have four seasons of interest,
thanks to 250 varieties of hosta, 60
varieties of daylily, 17 different Japa-
nese maples, and dozens of other
perennials and shrubs.

We love our yard and can’t be-
lieve we did this ourselves. Now it's
our garden that's a hot ticket on the
Pond-O-Rama tour! m

FOR MORE INFORMATICON. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 105

ABOVE: "Steve's the
pond guy, I'm the plant
nut,” says Terry. "I
can't resist adding
more flowers to the
garden every spring!”
TOP RIGHT: A clever
placement of stones and
plants at the top of the
hill creates the illusion
that the waterfall is fed
by a natural stream.
RIGHT: A pump keeps
the water rushing at
4,500 gallons per hour,
eliminating any chance
of it stagnating.

LEFT: The Metzlers split
the stream just as it
starts to run, creating a
lush island bed with a
station clock as its focal
point. They found several
large, flat stones mixed
in with a pallet of river
rock and used them as
bridges. OPPOSITE: The
half-acre lot started out
as mostly lawn (before).




Hats off to you
superheroes of the
home. Whether
saving a historic
plantation from
fauna gone wild
or making a
Christmas
miracle with
power tools, these
honorees proved
their mettle

BY NINA MALKIN
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THE “BRING
IT ON HOME”
AWARD

Kris Munsch
HAYS, KANSAS

Feeling lost
after his 16-
year-old son,
Blake, diedina
. = carwreck, Kris
sold the house he and his boy had renovated as a team. “| was trying to run
fromthe pain,” he says. He used savings to travel from state to state, building
birdhouses for strangers, until an urge called him back to Hays. Once there,
he learned that the house directly across from the one he'd rebuilt with
Blake was for sale. Empty for 40 years, the 1908 Craftsman (above) was so
dilapidated that Kris was the only bidder. It proved to be the toughest project
he ever took on—he still recalls the day he lugged fifty 12-foot pieces of
drywall up three stories—but it healed his soul. “I'd feel Blake's spirit guiding
me. Now | look at the house we did together and think, It's good to be home.”

THE “GATHERS
NO MOSS” AWARD
Sheryl Kindle Fullner

EVERSON, WASHINGTON

The first big challenge Sheryl
tackled after successfully battling
breast cancer was to banish the
moss on herroof. She experimented
with numerous options—including
asupersized squirt gun—before
filling a plant sprayer with moss
killer and serambling up aladder
to vanquish the ghastly growth.
“Ifelt triumphant,” Sheryl says.

“I got my body back!”

THE “LONG HAUL” AWARD
Joe Landsberger st.pauL. MINNESOTA

If patience is a virtue, Joe will have a comfy spot in
heaven: It took him 35 years to remodel the 1880s
Stick Style home he bought in 1979. He started with
no tools (or skills) but ample perseverance. This
timeline shows his progress through the years.
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FEATURE” AWARD
Jonn Gay and Steve
Stonebraker
“TO get lO thé’ EDENTON, NORTH CAROLINA
bathroom during Athol Plantation,
our reno, we d walk ;i gfeljctedi;lg%,t“’ast.
S : _ “ elivered vacant—o
a ZO—fOO[ WOOd g people. Surrounded
p!ank across open = . by swamp, the place
Sl I A was lousy with snakes, bats, and
,]015 ls —P-’“@fﬁv scary bugs. “It was like a Stephen King story,” Steve says. The
atl ni gh il spookiest part? The buzzing in the walls. “We drilled a few
. BT holes and they started to ooze,” John says. The goo turned
—~Zenta and LaVern out to be the work of industrious honeybees, whose colony
Benner ran 36 feet from basement to attic. Now restored to its full

PERKASIE, PENNSYLVANIA

THE “CREATURE

splendor, the antebellum belle would make Scarlett tear up.

4 THE “BOUNCE THE “CORDLESS
5 iy BACK” AWARD CHRISTMAS”
' Amanda Lebel and AWARD
David Lebel Darleen Young

ASHFORD, CONNECTICUT

This father-
daughter duowas
set toremodel the
dingy bathroomin
Amanda’s log
cabin. Then a sudden fall left David
with a brain injury requiring three
surgeries and major rehab. “He
needed to relearn how to walk,
talk, eat, do everything,” Amanda
says. Yet within six months David

was raring to go. "It was amazing to hear him speak his thought process
aloud, figuring out how to wire switches or manipulate pipes,” says
Amanda. “That's how | knew he was all right.”

1980
I | &

1990
I | I

2000

+ 1 }

RANDOLPH, MAINE

Unwilling to let a power outage
spoil Christmas, Darleen used
her cordless reciprocating
saw to build an oven out of
cardboard. Covered in foil and
set on a kerosene heater, it
baked the ham. Next she
chucked a mixing beater
in her cordless drill to
whip up her sweet
potatoes. “Nothing’s
impossible if
you stay calm,”
Darleen says.

2010
1

T T y I
Joe builds first
addition. In other

Joereplaces

==s o

Joe builds cupola

- ’_].

Joe builds third

T - - ]

Joe remodels his

kitchen a second
time. In other
news... Obamacare
enroliment begins;
royal baby Prince
Georgeisborn &

addition. In other
news... Hurricane
Katrina hits New
Orleans; White Sox
win first World
Series since 1917

baseboards,
doorways, and walls.
In other news...
Markets crash on
Black Monday;
Prozacis released

and re-sides garage.
In other news...
Google is founded;
Clinton-Lewinsky
political scandal
breaks

news... The first
personal computer,
the Commodore 64,
goes on sale; Prince

William is born
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We asked. And you delivered. Once again, you've sent
us scores of ingenious ways to save time, money,
and aggravation using nothing more than the everyday
stuff people have around the house. Here are
the best—the most original—of the bunch

1_Antrepellent
Have an ant problem? Spread
cinnamon across the path where
they're entering the room. They'll
avoid it like the plague.
—~Don Ellis
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

- Theneatestway to
= cxtract finishing nails
embedded in old molding is to pull
them through from the molding's
back side, of course. But the usual
tools—hammers, cat's paws, and
nippers—all put sideways pressure
on the wood, which can crackit.

That's why | use a pop-rivet gun:
Slipit over the point and it'll pull the
nail straight through the material.
—~Perry Manor
MIDDLETON, WISCONSIN

3_Safe thistle killer
To get rid of these noxious weeds,
spray their leaves or douse their
roots with white vinegar. They
don't come back.

—Janet Main BARRY, ILLINOIS

4 _Plastic-pipe wrench
Tightening those winged plastic
nuts used on toilet seats is tough
on fingers. | took a short length of
l-inch-diameter PVC pipe and used
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ahacksaw to make four equally
spaced notches, Y2 inch wide and
Y2inch deep, inone end. The
notches fit over the wings, so all
you have to do is twist the pipe to
tighten (or loosen) the nuts.
—~Byron Roubanes
SUGAR CREEK, OHIO

5_Saw-blade storage
| protect and store my circular
10-inch saw blades in a neat stack
of 5-gallon-bucket lids. To identify
each blade and the last time it was
sharpened, | write on each lid's
edge with Magic Marker.
—~George Peltier
MENOMONIE, WISCONSIN

6_ Instant aging
tonic for wood
To make new pine
boards look like old

barnwood put rusted nailsinajar
of vinegar for a few days. When you
brush on the solution, it turns the
pine alovely grayish color.
—~Kerry-Lynn Mocde
WILLIAMS, ARIZONA

7_Makeshift concrete form
The instructions for installing a
basketball backboard pole called
for a cylindrical concrete footing. |
made my own crude form by kerfing
and snapping a piece of drywall at
regular intervals, every inch or so,
leaving the inside paper layer intact.
In the hole, backfill held the formin
place as | dumped in the concrete.
—KevinWallace
MANCHESTER, MISSOURI

8_Revive old O-rings
I had a hard time finding the
correct O-rings to fix a leaky faucet,
so | rubbed adab of silicone paste
on the old, dried-out ones. It
brought them back, good as new.
No more leaks.
—~Arthur E. Green
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

PHOTO: (OPPOSITE PAGE) ASHLEY DAVIS TILLY.
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CONIFER, COLORADO

HELP ON WHEELS
| couldn’t carry

the heavy plywood
and MDF panels

by myself from my
garage workshop
to the kitchen |

was rebuilding, so |
enlisted some help:
my son's skateboard.
It's also perfect for
moving drywall.



10_ Plastic wrap

stops paint
Glad Press'n Seal
P " plasticwrapis
fantastic for protecting surfaces
from paint drips and errant brushes
and rollers because it sticks so well
toitself and other surfaces. |'ve
used it on the backs of toilet tanks,
exposed pipes, and baseboard
heater covers, to name afew. It's
faster and less fussy than taping up
sheets of masking paper. When I'm
painting, I'm never without it.

—~Lisa Schroeck
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA

11_Hair dryer for hot glue
If you need to remove leftover
globs of hot-melt glue stuck to
asurface and don't want to risk
gouging or tearing it, soften up the
globs with a hair dryer, set on HIGH,
for 30 seconds. Then you can pop
them off with a putty knife.
~Harry Betzel
ROMEOVILLE, ILLINOIS

12_Ready-made French cleat
The ramped aluminum trim pieces
for carpet edging—the kind you see
at thresholds—make great French
cleats for hanging pictures. Cut a
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Guy Parish

GLENDALE, ARIZONA

SPLINTER-FREE GRIPS

My wheelbarrow handles were
worn and full of splinters, so |
covered them with discarded inner
tubes from the bike shop. | dressed

. the ends of the handles with liquid

electrical tape and secured the
grips with regular electrical tape.

length and mount it level, with the
screw holes flat against the wall
and the angled edge pointing up
and out. Then cut a piece the same
length and mount it on the picture
with the angled part facing down.
Just nest the picture cleatin the
wall cleat. Easy, cheap, and secure.
—~Samuel Hildreth
WARRENSBURG, MISSOURI

14_Varnish vanisher
If | get varnish on my hands, I'll rub
on some petroleum jelly and then
wipe them clean with a paper towel.
The jelly takes the varnish right off.
—Erin Osborne
COXS CREEK, KENTUCKY

| 15_Easy
. estimator

To estimate how
WSS many cubic yards
of material you need to cover
an areato a certain depth, you
canuse anonline calculatorora
physical one to divide 324 into the
square footage, times the depth.
But here's a simple way to do the
calculation in your head that gets
you close enough. Multiply the

PHOTOS: (TOP LEFT AND INSET) JOHN BURCHAM; (OPPOSITE PAGE. LOWER LEFT) CHRIS MUELLER



square footage you want to cover

by the depth (ininches) of the

coverage. Multiply the result by

3 anddivide by 1,000. For example,

to cover a 200-square-foot

garden with 2 inches of topsaoil:

200 x 2=400.400 x3=1,200.

1,200/1,000 =1.2 cubic yards.
—Jim Adcock

BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON

16_Wasps away
! To get rid of
o4 yellow-jacket nests
= safely—without
handling chemicals or getting
stung—connect your wet/dry vac
to enough sections of PVC pipe to
reach the nest from the ground.
Prop or hang the pipe a few inches
from the nest entrance, switch on
the vac, and let it run. Every wasp
coming or going gets sucked up
and swiftly laid to rest.

—Jiw Martin PARMA, OHIO

17 Cleaner for
dishwashers

' When the inside

of my dishwasher
gets dirty from minerals and soap
scum, | put a scoop of Tang orange
drink in the empty dishwasher

and run it for a full cycle. Wheniit's
done, the inside is spotless.
—~Joseph Silva

WHITMAN, MASSACHUSETTS

18 Handheld bit guide
| had to drill a hole through a round
metal bar, but | couldn’t keep the
bit from wandering. So | drilled a
small hole in a wood plug, then held
it against the bar to steady the bit
long enough to get the hole started.
—~Paul Martin
TINLEY PARK, ILLINOIS

19 Mastic remover
Ripping out our old linoleum floor
was easy, but the black mastic

curtis Wnite
CORONMA, CALIFORNIA

PAMTO

THE RESCUE
Before painting, |
spray cooking oil on
the roller frame so
that the roller covers
will slide off easily
when I'm done.

underneath remained stuck to the
wood floor no matter what
adhesive remover we tried. Then
our dog peed on it. As we cleaned
up his mess, the glue came right
off! So we bought a gallon of
household ammonia and a spray
bottle and followed this procedure:
Spray the ammonia, let it sit, scrape
off the goo. Repeat if necessary.
All the mastic came off, and our
refinished floors look beautiful!
—~RicHard and Donna Joy
THOMASVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

21_Two tapes stop dust
During demolition, when I need an
enclosure to contain dust inside a
house, | use this two-tape method
to secure plastic drop cloths
around door openings: First, place
strips of painter's tape on the wall.
Then stick the plastic sheets to
those strips using duct tape. That
way, there's no worry about the
plastic coming loose or the duct
tape lifting the paint or leaving
sticky residue on the wall.
—~Robert Clark

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

22 Putty
i} softener
w Tosoftenold, hard
plumber's putty or
glazing compound, stickitina
microwave for about 15 seconds.
Ifit'sinametal can, take out a hunk
and nuke it on a paper towel.
—Dan Miller ELGIN, ILLINOIS

23_Cheap way to
scrub sanding belts
When sawdust clogs my sanding
belts, | getrid of it with a 6-inch
piece of old vinyl garden hose. |
clamp the sander to a bench and
turniton, then | rub the cut end of
the hose against the moving belt.
The sawdust comes right off.

JTEVeE FUller

EASTTILBURY,ESSEX, UK.
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Ourback-page column is
the place where many of
you dream of finding your
next home. The three
families in this story have
done just that, moving
heaven and earth—and
in one case, the house
itself—for the chance
to make that fantasy a
reality. Here’s how they
polished up their
diamonds in the rough

BY PAULHOPE
PHOTOGRAPHS BY
DEBORAH WHITLAW LLEWELLYN
STYLING BY THEA BEASLEY
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. Inanodtothe house’s
origins as a farmer's cottage,

- Scott Pluckhahn and Keith
§ Crosby (OPPOSITE) grow
~-cottonand tobaccoin the
parterre garden.

Scott Pluckhahn and Keith Cr

STORIED FARM

)\/ LITHONIA, GEORGIA | ISSUE: MAY 2012

“When | look back, we were really crazy to do this,” jokes was for sale two years before it appeared in the
Scott Pluckhahn, fondly recalling the day he and partner magazine's Save This Old House column. “We were
Keith Crosby committed to buying and restoring the looking for something with an interesting history,” says
1,200-square-foot Housworth farmhouse, justoutside of ~ Scott. "We just loved that it had only been owned by one
Atlanta. The Georgia natives had been living in a cottage family. It looked like it was frozen in time, it was so rustic!”
nearby when they first toured the historic home, which "Rustic” was a generous description of the place: The
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THIS OLD HOUSE SAVED

LEFT: Original pine boards
plank the walls, floor, and
ceiling in the living room.

The space also retains what

is believed to be the original
wood mantel, which was
likely stained black to conceal
soot. BELOW: A granite
fireplace partially heats the
combination kitchen and
dining room. The stones were
quarried over 160 years ago
from nearby Arabia Mountain.

leaking roof, rotted siding, and collapsing porches might
have sent many a buyer scurrying. But Scott and Keith
saw past those problems to the original 1840s details,
such as the intact pine paneling and the granite
fireplace, and they loved the picturesque setting,

which included a seven-acre parcel.

Built by the Housworth family, who farmed the plot
and drew their water from a nearby creek (indoor
plumbing didn't arrive until the 1980s), the house had
barely escaped General Sherman's March to the Sea,
which left much of the area ravaged. Learning it was
slated to appear in the pages of This Old House really
kicked the couple's decision-making into high gear. “We
knew it wouldn't be long before another reader swept
inand bought the place,” recalls Scott.

Soon after, with the purchase complete, they got to
work. “Lots of people would have covered up the dark
paneling inside,” says Keith. “But we have adeep
appreciation for early American history, so we did
everything to preserve the original integrity of the house.”
The couple opted to have a period-appropriate cedar-
shake roof installed and replaced about half of the lap
siding before painting the exterior. The front porch,
enclosed during a 1980s renovation, was opened up and
restored. Determined to preserve the southern-yellow-
pine walls and ceilings, which miraculously had never




= MORE UPDATES!
“ Wonder what happened to
i other Save This Old House
i subjects? Tofind out, scan
this page with the Blippar
app or go to thisoldhouse.com/save

TOP LEFT: The bathroom features a
freestanding vanity and a claw-foot tub,
to prevent damaging the wall paneling.
ABOVE and TOP RIGHT: Cotton bolls from
the garden hark back to the farmstead's
early days, as do thread spools used as
drawer pulls. The original owners would
have had these in abundance and might
have used them in lieu of fancier
hardware. ABOVE RIGHT: The master
bedroom's nine-over-nine windows are
replications of an intact original Scott
and Keith found during the renovation.

been painted, Scott and Keith set about hand-scrubbing
the boards themselves and left them in their original
state. “There were certainly hiccups along the way,” says
Scott, "like the downpour that came when a portion of the
roof was still missing! Thankfully, Keith was home and
managed to jury-rig a tarp and a section of pipe to route
the water out through a nearby window."”

As a blueprint for much of the renovation, the couple
relied on a similar house from the period, which had been
restored by the Atlanta History Center, not far from their
house. The restoration now complete, the couple has
since opened their home to the public, conducting tours
of the house and surrounding land. “We seeitas a
chance to educate people on life in the South before
the Civil War," says Keith. On one recent occasion,
Housworth descendants stopped by after a family
reunion to tour the home many of them remembered
from childhood. “To know that the great-grandson of
your home's first owners is standing in your living room,
admiring the work you've done, is pretty incredible,” says
Scott. "It doesn’t get much better than that."
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THIS OLD HOUSE SAVED

BELOW: The handsome Stick Style house was cut

into panels and trucked more than 170 miles, from
Biddeford, Maine, to Deer Isle, before being rebuilton a
new lot. TOP RIGHT: Restored window bays were fitted
with bench seating to create reading nooks throughout
the house. BOTTOM RIGHT: The large kitchen occupies
areplica of the 1920s addition that was left in Biddeford
but reproduced after the house was moved.

IRV PTTTIE

COASTAL RETREAT

DdMOH and medy B@VC’F DEER ISLE, MAINE

| ISSUE: JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2001

bay windows were simply stunning.” A short time later,
the couple signed the papers, paying just $1for the deed,
and embarked on the lengthy odyssey of disassembling,
moving, and rebuilding the place on Deer Isle, the only
coastal area nearby with zoning laws that would permit

“When | saw the house, | knew it could be
my one shot at having the vacation house
of my dreams,"” says Damon Beyer, a
seemingly unlikely candidate for buying
and moving a massive 5,600-square-foot

Stlck Style house in Maine. A resident of Texas, Damon
first got a glimpse of the place on the back page of TOH
during a layover at the Phoenix airport while traveling on
business. He frantically called his wife, Cindy, who
encouraged him to see the house for himself.

Some quick rejiggering of his return flight allowed for a
stopover in Maine, where he'd arranged to tour the house
and meet with an architect and house mover. “ltwas a
total mess, but | just loved it anyway,"” he says. “The stick
work was completely intact, and the casings around the
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the home to be rebuilt to its original height of 36 feet. The
lot they purchased came with a small farmhouse, which
Damon restored so that he, Cindy, and their two children
had a place to stay while the main house was rebuilt.

Four years later, the family was able to move in. What
was supposed to be just a summer house has become a
favorite getaway—the family has spent Christmas there
for the past five years. "It was a huge struggle to pull this
off,” Damon admits, “but I'm so glad we did. In our entire
lives, we never could have found anything else quite like it."
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“If we didn't buy this house, | knew we'd
regret it for the rest of our lives,” says Ann
Mutschler, who, with her husband, Kevin,
decided to ditch their fast-paced lives in
San Jose, California, buy their dream

home, and move across the country with their two

children. “Kevin and | had always wanted to restore an old
farmhouse together,” says Ann. “It just happened to be in

Indiana.” Ann had never even visited the Hoosier State, let There's still work to be done, like replacing e ol @
alone considered living there. But after readingaboutthe  floors in the living room and tackling the second- gavethisoloi™ e

quaint Gothic Revival online, Kevin flew out to see it for
himself. Standing in front of the house for the first time,
he called Ann and said simply: “It feels like home." He
shot a quick video before returning to show the family.

“| remember tearing up when we watched Kevin's video,”
says Ann. “| saw the sweet porch with gingerbread trim,

Ann and Kevin MU{LG ’I/CF PEKIN, INDIANA :

and the grassy fields all around, and | knew immediately
it was the life | wanted for my kids."

Six weeks later it was theirs, and the family flew across
the country to take up residence in an apartment around
the corner from their new home. It took Kevin nearly nine
months of hard work before the family could movein: a
few unexpected discoveries, including rotted joists and
structural beams, pushed the timeline back.

floor bedrooms, but the family is steadfast inits W
commitment to the place. “I knew plenty of people :
would tell us we were crazy for doing this," says
Ann, "but I'm amazed how many have confessed
that they've often dreamed of doing the same thing.
And we get to live that dream every single day.”
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ABOVE: The circa-1850s farmhouse got a new coat of paint and a white
picket fence. TOP LEFT: The kitchen looks out onto pastureland that
the family uses for vegetable gardens and raising chickens. LEFT: From
the beginning, Ann and Kevin were determined to do as much of the
work themselves as they could—Kevin built in the medicine cabinet in
the bathroom, and they salvaged the pedestal sink. &
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35TH ANNIVERSARY

FOUR QUESTIONS FOR

Richard Trethewey

Plumbing & Heating Expert of This Old House since 1979

You appeared in the very first season of This Old House TV. How has the
production of the show evolved over the years?

When we first started, we shot scenes using one big camera with a cable
that was connected to a van full of video gear, and the director spoke to
the crew through a beat-up speaker inside the house. Now, with handheld
video monitors and wireless microphones, we're more nimble.

And we have smaller digital and infrared cameras that can shoot in
tight spaces and behind walls, so viewers don't miss a thing.

Are there HVAC innovations that excite you?

Electric heat pump inverter technology. Traditional units
are either 1009% on or off. These cold-weather heat pumps
use sensors to vary compressor speed based on need,
delivering maximum comfort and consuming minimal
energy. I'm also impressed by heating and cooling
systems that have become so small and efficient that
some can be tucked into a closet—and that’s been
critical in Charlestown, where the home is a small
rowhouse.

Charlestown, the site of this season’s first project house,
has special meaning for you. Why?

Stunning architecture, and even new-builds that are respectful
of the past, make Charlestown one of my favorite neighbor-
hoods. | actually live there on my sailboat from November to
April, just about a mile and half from the job site.

What can we expect to see you doing in Charlestown this season?

I'm excited about sharing Charlestown’s rich history and attractions.
This season I'll visit the Charles W. Morgan, America's oldest commercial
ship still afloat, as it prepares to sail for the first time in 100 years.
I'll tour Graves Light, the tallest lighthouse in the approaches to the Port
of Boston, and I'll learn more about the fascinating engineering behind the W _
Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge, one of the widest cable-stayed bridges g 3 =
in the world.

@

@ PBS ‘ TUNE IN FOR NEW EPISODES ON PBS

Check local listings or watch at thisoldhouse.com/watchTOH
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Howdo I clean
rust off the
tools I got from
my father?

—Robert Koker
KENNESAW. GA.

These
planes
of mine
were once
coveredin
rust too, but | got rid
of it by using a 6-amp
battery chargeranda
baking-soda solution—
1tablespoon per gallon
of water—ina5-gallon
bucket. | clipped the
charger’s black cable
to a plane body, minus
its wood or brass parts,
and dunked it into the
solution. Then, with the
red cable clippedtoa
partially submerged
piece of clean steel
that wasn't touching
the plane, | cranked up
the charger. Several
hours later, the electric
current had lifted all the
rust off the plane. Aftera
light wire brushing and a
: _ ; coat of Boeshield spray,
THis issuc, A my planes have been

reader experts . 4 / rust-free ever since.
provide the NS Akt

answers
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ASIK THIS OLD HOUSE

s

Our cast

of reader

experts
\_ GERRY POMANTI MICHAEL BOND MAURICE TURGEON TED CARTER

Master plumber with G4  General contractor; owner Master electrician; ownerof Landscape designer; owner
Mechanical Services, in of MLB Constructionin The Semi-Retired Electrician, of Ted Carter Inspired
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Needham Heights, Mass.  inWilsonville, Ala. Yearsin  Landscapes, in Buxton, Maine.
Years in the trade: 30+ Yearsin the trade: 15+ the trade: 50+ Yearsinthetrade: 40+

Qur usua
TV re
Norm, Ric

and Kevin—Is takir

I left my new wood casement
windows open for most of the
, , 5 summer, and now some won’t close
well- ll eserved pbreak this tightly. Is there any way to fix this
month fromp r'.'{md Ing é problem from the inside?
—ELENA SANTANGELO, NORRISTOWN, PA.
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The swing-out sashes on
casement windows operate
within tighter tolerances than
those on double-hungs, so they
require more care to install.

PHOTOS: (WINDOWS) BLILT
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Michael Bond replics: Unless the |
hinges or opening mechanisms are
broken, two things could be going
on. Either the sashes were unfin- :

ished and swelled up in the summer

humidity or the windows weren’t

installed properly to begin with.

If swelling is the problem, try |
again to close them after a week or |
two of dry weather. If they shut, :
make it a priority to get a couple of
coats of paint or a clear finish on

them right away.

Now, if the sashes still won’t shur
even when dry, incorrect installation |
is probably the cause. Casements, |
more than any other window type,
need to be securely and precisely an-
chored so that they don’t fall out of
square. You can see for yourself if :

that’s the problem by holding a level

against the side jambs to check them !

for plumb and against the sill to

check for level. If either of them is |
out of whack, the window will have '

to be removed and reinstalled.

Since your windows are new, I '
would call the installer, explain the '
problem, and ask him to take a look. :
If that route doesn’t get results, call
the manufacturer. They can usually
send a technician out to assess and fix '

things at no charge to you.

Where’s the hot water?
Our shower delivers very
little hot water, but our other
fixtures are fine. Is it safe
torun a snake down the PEX
tubing to unclog it?

—SCOTT MATSON, BURLESON, TEXAS '

Gerry Pomanti replics: Because |
you have decent flow through the !
other hot-water outlets, I suspect the '
problem is with the shower valve '
itself, not the water-supply pipes; :
any debris inside a PEX supply pipe '
would be pushed to the valve any-

cold-water

Aninadequate, low flow of hot or cold water from a showerhead
may indicate that debris is clogging the shower valve.

i way. Here are a few things you can
. do to troubleshoot the valve.

The hot-water stop on the valve

- body may be partly closed. To get to
. this stop, remove the handle and
- wall plate and look in the wall cavity
.~ for a threaded rod on the left side of
. the valve body, near where the hot-

water supply pipe is attached. If the

. slot on the end of the rod isn’t hori-
i zontal—in the open position—turn
i it with a screwdriver until it is.

Still not enough hot water? Try

. adjusting the temperature limiter,
¢ which controls how far you turn the
- handle. Toaccess it, take off only the
- handle; the limiter sits right behind

it. In most cases, you pull the limiter
out of its notched housing around
the valve stem, turn it counterclock-

i wise slightly, and slide it back in.
- Replace the handle and see if the
- water gets hot enough. Make these
- adjustments in small steps—you
. don’t want scalding water to come
. out of the showerhead.

If that doesn’t help, debris in the

. cartridge may be impeding the flow.
- Take off the handle and wall plate
i and shut off the water supply at the
i stops on both sides of the valve body
. (or at the main shutoff). Then re-
. move the valve cap or bonnet nut and
. pull out the cartridge. (For a sche-
| matic diagram of your valve’s parts,

go to the manufacturer’s website.)
If there’s any debris, you can flush it
out at the sink by running water
through its ports. Once you put every-
thing back in reverse order and turn
on the water supply, you should have
plenty of hot water.

Rough lawn

The acre of yard around our
house is a lumpy mess of grass,
buried tree stumps, and patches
of dirt and weeds. What's the best
way to level the lawn ourselves?

—CATHERINE PHILLIPS,
TOPSFIELD, MASS.

Ted Carter replics: While it’s pos-
sible that you and your husband
could tackle this project yourselves,
[ think you’ll both run out of energy
long before it’s done.

For a property the size of yours, it
would make a lot of sense to hire a
good excavating contractor. He’ll
have the heavy equipment that can
smooth out the lumps and remove
the rotting stumps, and he’ll have the
skill to regrade your property so that
water drains away from the house.

Just make sure to ask him to dress
his work with at least 4 inches of
good topsoil, the minimum needed
to grow a decent lawn,
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More saving.
More doing.

HOW TO PROPAGATE
FALL PERENNIALS
INTO SPRING PLANTS

Photo: John Glover/ Al
If you've got favorite plants such as
coleus, geraniums, and impatiens
still looking lush in your garden right
now, and you live someplace with a
real winter, think about propagating
them before they wither away.

Any tender perennial—plants
grown as annuals wherever there's
a sustained hard freeze—can be
grown from simple-to-take cuttings.
Harvest small stems before the

first prolonged frost, pot them up
indoors, and they’ll take root over
the winter in time to fill in bare areas
in your landscape come spring.
Just park them on a south-facing
windowsill and watch them grow.

You’ll find all the tools and supplies
necessary for this—and any—
home project at The Home Depot
nearest you.

“As tool restorers, we're
always hunting for the old
and unusual. We found this
atayard sale. Can you

guess what it’s for?”

0 (5
Grabs onto big Stretches
timber beams so barbed-wire
that they can be fencing, making it

twisted into place. nice and taut.

Ground an outlet
My satellite-TV supplier says its
equipment needs a grounded outlet,
but our 1940s house has only two
wires. Can anything be done, short
of rewiring the house?
—NELLO BURIAN SR., HARTSVILLE, S.C.

Maurice Turgeon replies: Sure, it’s easy
enough to ground one or two receptacles.
And you really should do it for any recep-
tacle that powers an electronic device, be-
cause without a ground, delicate circuitry
can be damaged by lightning, power surges,
or even static electricity.

You'll need a modern three-wire, tamper-
resistant (TR) receptacle, a UL-approved
bronze or copper ground clamp and
screw, and enough 12-gauge copper wire—
either bare or with green insulation—to
reach from the receptacle to an acceptable
grounding location. An acceptable loca-
tion would be either the metal water-main
supply pipe or, if the main is plastic, a
grounding rod buried outside.

To start, shut off the power to the circuit
you’re working on and check the receptacle

—~Michele and Ron Busen
NASHVILLE
(C) (D)
Keeps rolls of Squeezes together
paper towels loose bricks so that
clean and neat on they can be carried
job sites. with one hand.

FOR THE ANSWER, SEE PAGE 104

end to make sure it’s dead. Given the age
of your house, your receptacles are prob-
ably mounted in metal boxes. If so, attach
ashort length of ground wire—a pigtail—
to the box with a ground screw, then use
a wire nut to connect this wire to a pigtail
from the receptacle and to the wire going
to the ground.

Fish the ground wire from the receptacle
down through the wall to the grounding
location. Then use the ground clamp to
connect the ground wire to the grounding
rod or to the metal water-main pipe within
5 feet of where it enters the house and up-
stream of the water meter. (If your house

ASIK THIS OLDHOUSE
Go to: thisoldhouse.com/asktoh

Or write to: Ask This Old House
This Old House magazine

135 West 50th Street

New York, NY 10020

Include a complete address and daytime
phone number. Published questions will be
edited for clarity and length and may be
used in other media. We regret that, because
of the volume of mail received, we're unable
to reply to unpublished questions.
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Enjoy a healthy new way to lose weight
with a personalized diet plan from

Cooking Light!

® Weekly meal plans to meet your individual daily
calorie goal — delivered to your inbox weekly

B Personalized dishes based on what you like to eat
for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks

¥ Quick, delicious recipes to fit your busy life

® Plus, portion-control advice, time-saving cooking
tricks, and dieting tips to keep you on track!

Get Started Today! Go to:

diet.thisoldhouse.com/offer

== -

ON TABLET ONCOMPUTER  ON SMARTPHOMNE

Scan hereto "
sign up instantly!

©2014 Time Inc. COOKING LIGHT is a trademark of Time Inc. Lifestyle Group, registered in the U.S. and ather countrias
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time to put them in.)

To check your work, stick one end
of a continuity tester in the neutral
side of a receptacle—the long slot—
and the other end in the grounding
slot. If the tester lights up, the circuit
is grounded.

Pipesin the ceiling
We'd like to rip out the drop
ceiling in our kitchen and put up

drywall, but pipes are hanging below |

the joists. Can we install a new
ceiling without relocating the pipes?
—JESSE JAEGER, LYNN, MASS.

Michael Bond replies: You can,and
it’s not that difficult. First, remove the
drop-ceiling panels and their support
grids and wires. Then inspect the
pipes for leaks, the subfloor for rot,
and the joists for oversize holes or
notches. Fix any damage you find.
Next, measure how far the low-

doesn’t have the two grounding rods |
required by code, this would be the !

est pipe projects below the joist. If |
it’s less than 1% inches, screw 2x4s
flat against and perpendicular to the
existing joists and no more than 16 |

inches apart. Support the ends of the !

2x4s with 2x3s screwed to the walls !

so that their bottom edges are level
with the bottoms of the joists.

But if your pipes hang down more
than 1% inches, the easiest solution

is to frame a new ceiling below the !

old one, using 2x6s to span the !

room’s narrowest dimension. Just
make sure the new ceiling will be at
least 7Y feet high.

Start by measuring up from the
floor to the lowest pipe. Transfer that
measurement to a wall. Make a mark
6 inches below that pointand draw a
level line from it around the entire

room. Now line up the bottom edges !

of your joist stock with the level line
and screw them to the studs in the
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i Set this toolonaline
\ of bricks and lift the

i handle. The bricks'

i weight tightens the

i carrier jaws, allowing
i you to tote as many

i as 10 bricks with one

' Fuller Co.in1921.

) BRICK CARRIER

hand. This model was
patented by the H.E.

walls all around the room to form

ledgers. Toenail or toe-screw the ends
of your new ceiling joists to the led-

i gers, 16 inches apartatcenter. Rough
i in your electrical for lighting, then

fasten the drywall to the new joists
and the underside of the ledgers.

Clogged washer

After my washing machine’s

. drain clogged three times last
year, | figured lint was the cause
! and put a mesh filter on the

! washer's discharge hose. But

now I'm changing out the filter
every couple of loads. Any way
to avoid this chore?

—JONATHAN BARNARD, SHALIMAR, FLA.

\ Gerry Pomanti replies: Lint clogs

wouldn’t be an issue and you wouldn’t

need a filter if the washer’s drain pipe
were at least 2 inches in diameter and
had a straight, Y-inch-per-foot pitch.
You might be able to replace the pipe,
but it would be cheaper to deal with
what [ suspect is the real problem: a
partial blockage that’s causing the
lint to plug the line.

A blockage of this sort isn’t some-
thing you can easily dislodge with a
snake. You'll have better luck hiring
a professional drain cleaner to take
a high-pressure hose and scour out
the buildup of lint and soap scum.

To ensure that it stays lint-free,
I recommend installing a washer-
drain protector (Whirlpool part
#367031) at the end of the drain
hose. It’s inexpensive, easy to clean,
and much more effective at trapping
lint than the sock-type filter you’re
currently using. &

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE
BEGINS NEW SEASON

Tunein October 2 on most PBS
stations for the premiere of the
13th season of Ask This Old
House. For broadcast times, go
to thisoldhouse.com/tvschedule
or consult local TV listings.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105
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COVER: See the listing for “Grand-Prize Winners."

HOME SOLUTIONS (pp. 15-26)
Budget redo: Homeowner's blog:
Angie's Roost; angiesroost.com.

GET THIS LOOK FOR LESS: This kid camps
out at home (pp. 36-38) Homeowner's blog:
theheatherednest.com.

LANDSCAPING: He's got a head for sheds
(pp. 41-42) Shed design: Alan Cusolito, Gizmo
Design, Laguna Hills, CA; alancusolito.com.
Glazed pots: campaniainternational.com.

All plants: monrovia.com. Garden tools:
Union Tools; wayfair.com. Hand tools:
Fiskars; wayfair.com.

FAT-WALLET AWARDS (pp. 55-58)
Homeowners' blogs: Rock 'n' roll end table:
createandbabble.com. Formica fix-up:
hymnsandverses.com. Cooking up a new look:
suzyssitcom.com. The writing on the wall:
sandpaperandglue.com,

WEEKEND REMODEL: You love this

rustic touch (pp. 61-68) Upcycled French
doors: Classic sliding door hardware kit;
nwartisanhardware.com. Repurposed panel
door: Stanley barn door hardware; amazon.com.
Classic Z-shape: etsy,com/shop/eastoaklane.

GRAND-PRIZE WINNERS (pp. 70-77)
Architect: Alexander T. Polaski, Clinton, NJ;
althearchitect.com. Chimney work: Chimney
Savers, Hillsborough, NJ; 908-359-7798.
Exterior: Siding: jameshardie.com. Windows:
pella.com. Roofing: Riversedge Roofing,
Frenchtown, NJ; 908-996-6532. Roof shingles:
certainteed.com. Shutters: atlanticshutters.com.
Trim: miratectrim.com. Porch railing:
vintagewoodworks.com. Sconces: geniehouse
.com. Paint: HC-110 Wethersfield Moss (exterior
siding), CC-550 October Mist (kitchen walls),
HC-145 Van Courtland Blue (mantel surround),
HC-98 Providence Olive (dining room base coat),
HC-99 Abingdon Putty (dining room glaze),

274 Santo Domingo Cream (family room),
HC-29 Dunmore Cream (upstairs hall), and
HC-115 Georgian Green (master bedroom);
benjaminmoore.com. Spring Grove (bathroom
walls): dutchboy.com. Barn Red semi-solid stain
(barn exterior siding); cabotstain.com. Kitchen:
Countertops: Artistic Marble Design, Paterson,
NJ; artisticmarbleanddesign.com. Wine
refrigerators: ge.com. Sink: rohlhome.com.
Faucet: moen.com. Range and range hood:
vikingrange.com. Floor tile: daltile.com.

Hall bathroom: Shower wall: Glass Castle,
Neshanic Station, NJ; glasscastle.com. Tile:
daltile.com. Workshop: Combination machine:
minimax-usa.com. Molder: williamsnhussey.com.
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ONE-ROOM WONDERS (pp. 78-85) Kitchen:
Cabinets: kraftmaid.com. Range: vikingrange
.com. Wall ovens: dacor.com. Dishwasher:
mieleusa.com. Runner: dermondpeterson.com.
Tea towel: studiopatro.com. Plate (with
cherries): francespalmerpottery.com. Bath:
Homeowner's blog: greenthumbwhiteapron
.com. Sinks and toilet: Portrait collection;
kohler.com. Faucets: signaturehardware.com.
Floor and bath tile: tileshop.com. Tub:
americanbathfactory.com. Light fixtures:
restorationhardware.com. Curb Appeal: Paint:
SW 7566 Westhighland White (body) and SW
7539 Cork Wedge (trim); sherwin-williams.com.
1116 Sepia Tan (trim); benjaminmoore.com.
Dining room: Table: Custom. Yard: Clock:
Howard Miller; jansensclocks.com.

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE (pp. 99-104) Q+A:
Thanks to Gerry Pomanti, G4 Mechanical
Services, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada:

807-628-6980. Michael Bond, MLB Construction,

Needham Heights, MA; 617-851-3958;
mib-construction.com. Maurice Turgeon, The
Semi-Retired Electrician, Wilsonville, AL;
205-669-9812; thesemi-retiredelectrician.com.

SupplyHouse.com

Ted Carter, Ted Carter Inspired Landscapes.
Buxton, ME; 207-761-1823; tedcarterlandscapes
.com. What is it?: Thanks to Michele and Ron
Busen, Busen Restoration, Nashville, TN;
busenrestoration.com.

SAVE THIS OLD HOUSE: (p. 112) Thanks to

Cliff Zenor, Mishawaka, IN. Todd Zeiger, director,
Northern Regional Office, Indiana Landmarks;
indianalandmarks.org. @

Time Inc. and This Old House Ventures do not
endorse any product or service mentioned or
advertised in this magazine.

This Old House (1SSN 1086-2633) is published manthly. except for the January/
Fabruary and November/December issues. by This Old House Ventures. Inc., 135 West
50th 5t., New York, NY 10020 (GST: 81996300RTO001). Canada Post Publications Mail
Agreement No. 40110178, Return undeliverable Canada dadresses to: Postal Stn A, PO.
Box 4015, Toronto ON M5W 272 (GST. 81956300RTO00L). Principal office: Rockefelier
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'KEEP YOUR HOUSE WARM

65,000+ PRODUCTS ONLINE

ONLINE COUPON
SAVE 5% WITH CODE:

) 888.757.4774

PLUMBING, HEATING & HVAC SUPPLIES ONLINE

TO HELP YOU GET YOUR J0B DONE. 562

X :
WARMTOH eenssang @
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s Cnvi

economical. safe. simple.

energy saving
heats room as little as 4 cents per hour!*

~ ultra-safe
leave unattended 24/7; cool to the touch

healthy
fanless - doesn’t blow dust or dry the air

effective
100% Pure Stack Convection;
gentle whole room warmth!

silent
fanless design;
auto dimming power light

easy install
installs in minutes, no drill required;
hardwired and plug-in models available

[\

stylish
slim space saving design,
only 19" wide by 2" thin!

bier

L

eheat.com 1-800-807-0107

(*visit our website for details) | 10% OFF Coupon : TOHI01410 | 2 or more 15% OFF Coupon: TOH101415 | Free Shipping®

L,_.("%;zvays in Q%yle

Fine Reproduction Hardware & Lighting

www.HOAH.biz
]—H HOUSE OF ANTIQUE HARDWARE

ADVERTISEMENT

Keep Your Shop Vacuum Filter Clean!

Saves you money on having to replace your filter.

Deluxe Dust Deputy

Dust In “Every once in a while you
.. come across a product that
-«—— seems too good to be true,
but in the case of the Dust
Deputy, you exceeded my
expectations! Thanks for
producing such an awesome

product!”

Clean Air
loVac

- J. Denison

' ' | = Patented design keeps 99% of
the dust from reaching your
vacuum filter.

= Vacuum doesn’t lose suction.
- = Retrofits to any shop vacuum.
. Easy to empty dust bucket.

= Wet or dry.

See our family of Dust Deputy’s
on our website!

= proudty Made i he USA
Call Today for normation! @ B4R, ™ 0rder Online!

1.800.732.4065 www.oneida-aircom

-

Any Home Can b“é??a':log Home

The Nation’s leader in quality tongue-n-groove
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling.

GREAT FOR:
New or Existing Homes ® Basements ® Dens ® Rec Rooms
Kitchens e Baths e Studies ® Garages ® Out Buildings ® Cottages

Customer

I
Satisfaction... I nl We Guarantee It!

THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE

Skyline Woods’ finest of log home products are available at the
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!

Call (800) 818-9971 - woodworkersshoppe.com
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WORLD'S FASTEST
. WeatherTeck SPLITTER!

y : TryaDR® at |
Automotive Accessories Home for
One Year!

PATENT
PENDING

DR® RAPIDFIRE™ KINETIC
LOG SPLITTER

Slice through :
Iogs SIX TIMES MO
FASTER than Now Sla;'ling at
ordinary HALF
H THE

KINETIC POWER ———
The RapidFire stores

. . energy in a hefty cast- MONTHLY

FloorLiners™, Cargo Liners and Side Window Deflectors iron%l heel system NTER

that blasts logs apart ]

for virtually any Car, Truck, SUV and Minivan Wi st one secon S TREE

WeatherTech.com - 800-441-6287 Roan Towase ke
I * I - Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!
TOLL-FREE :

For US Customers : For Canadian Customers : For European Customers : e
WeatherTech.com WeatherTech.ca WeatherTechEurope.com 877-201-9555

©2014 MacNeil IP LLC DRLogsplitters.com

84928X © 2014

COLLECTORS SET Franklin D.

8 for $8 | , * RoJoseveIt *

at Face Value!

Get a Complete 8-Coin Set of 2014 Presidential Dollars at face ralue of
38! You'll receive Uncirculated Philadelphia “P" and Denver D" issues of all four  §

Special Offer for New Customers Only

2014 designs — honoring Presidents Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, ! ,‘ijEs] Please send me a Complete Uncirculated 8-Coin Set
N e e i yab Eu - b= » of 2014 PRD Presidential Doflars at FACE VALUE OF
Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt! These 2014 coins were struck b ONLY $8.00 ~ regularly $22.85, plus Fres Shipping (limit ane set).

2 = each « i e > minted acai o » R.e0in velr <ot b Also send my FREE Uncirculated 2014 Great Sand Dunes National
for 3 .mnn_lil.\ eac h .z.nd will nu’u‘ be minted again. Get the 8-coin year set at Folraiibik Sl
FACE VALUE - limil one set! 4 Order Deadiine: 12:00 Midrig T

SAVE 65% plus receive a FREE GIFT

Ee o)
" Order your Complete Uncirculated 8-coin set 1oday at face value of ONLY $8 and

Add Custom 2007-Date Presidential

. ‘2;? \ Ir 4 : AR . Dollar Display Folders for $2.95 -
| SAVE 65% off the regular price of $22:95. Plus, respond by deadline and get 2 FREE regularly $3-43 - and SAVE! oE
Uncirculated 2014 Great Sand Dunes National Park quarter featuring the Colorado site of [GTv] DescrirTion PRICE | TOTAL |
the tallest sand dunes in North America, created by wind-blown sand from the Rio Grande. 1 | 8-Coin Collectors Set (limit 1 set) |{$8.00| $8.00
You'll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating ’_ Display Folders - SAVE 15%  |$2.95]
selections from our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval Service, - | FREE Shipping!  Merchandise TOTAL|S

from which you may purchase any or none of the coins — return
balance in 15 days — with option to cancel at any time.

Order your complete 8-coin set and SAVE! <FREE 3

Mail coupon today or order online at: ~ “apeyers

3 MasterCard
<) Discover Network
Exp. Date /!

www.LittletonCoin.com/specials Get a FREE Uncirculated 2014
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction Great Sand Dunes Quarter Name 7.
when you order by deadline ¥ e €
Address - ___Apt#
City __ State Iip

E-Mail
Please send coupon to:
=3 Littleton Coin Co’, Dept. 3NF406
W 1309 w1 Eusts R, Liteton NH 035613737
America’s Favorite Coin Source « TRUSTED SINCE 1945
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AND START
LIVING

es your living ce stop
on the ground floor
' r basement
d uninviting?

laim that 1 your

home with DRYLOK®
Masonry Waterproofer.
ment can be

M, laundry

STOPS WATER
3 PROVEN FORMULAS

INDEPENDENTLY TESTED

DRYLOK
BRINGS LIVING TO
THE NEXT LEVEL

Visit DRYLOK.COM for inspirational
photos, how-to videos and brochures

ADVERTISEMENT

‘ Also available
| : in LED!

WHERE VINTAGE @nd MODERN COLLIDE®

Barn Light Electric lighting comes in a wide variety of classic
shapes and sizes to add functional style to residential areas or

industrial and commercial spaces.

VISIT "III!’

www.barnlightelectric.com

| CALL
| 800-407-8784

Scan the code to
learn mare about
the lights featured
in this ad.

“RAINHANDLEA *

USE RAINHANDLER
GET RID OF YOUR GUTTERS

Rainhandler

Prevents Erosion
Runoff is changed to a 3 foot wide band
of soft rain-sized droplets.
Self-Cleans
Unique louver design allows leaves and
debris to blow or wash away.
Protects Property
The Rainhandler self-cleaning system
eliminates clogged, overflowing gutters &
downspouts. No ground erosion. No more
destructive ice dams from frozen gutters.
For FREE information call or fax
Ph: 800-942-3004, Fax: 800-606-2028
SPECIAL OFFER! 30% OFF

Installs Easily
Each 5-foot section comes with 3 brackets &
6 screws. Do an entire home in 3 or 4 hours.

Maintenance-Free
All-aluminum Rainhandler louvers make
messy, leaking gutters history.

Protects You
Self-cleaning system protects you

Mention Code T_H1 114 from climbing ladders.
when you call or enter onfine at checkout Giioraiias
.ralnhandler.com Ml;;icy-h:t:k satisfaction guaranteed for one
OFFER EXPIRES 11/30/2014 : s

full year, 25-year warranty.
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8 SHIPPING!

| @ Rated #1 in Vacuum Power

Easy, 1-Hand Dumping
[v] Stores Flat in Minutes
[v] Converts to a Rugged Utility Trailer

The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum is designed from the top down to make

yard clean up easier, faster, and more thorough than ever before. And
| foralimited time you can TRY ONE FOR 1 YEAR ON YOUR
| OWN PROPERTY!

Call for FREE Buyer’s Guide!

Including Models, Specs and Factory-Direct Savings.

% 877-201-9555

=T
118

84927X © 2014

- =t

INTRODUCING

GelProtlie

WORLD’S MOST COMFORTABLE FLOOR MAT.

Innerglass' Interior Storm Windows:

Maintain the charm and beauty of your
existing windows
* Significantly reduce heating and cooling bills
* Compression-Fit to eliminate drafts completely
* Greatly reduce ourside noise
* Are perfect for enclosing screen porches
* Save energy, save money and save history!

* SOOTHING GEL +
ENERGY-RETURN FOAM

* SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE!
DISCOMFORT - -

+ 50% THICKER THAN|
GELPRO CLASSIC?

For the Toughest Johs
on Planet Earth’

ww gorillatough.com

cE stylosavaiiable at BEDBATHE ©2014 The Gorilla Glue Compan

1-800-743-6207 = www.stormwindows.com
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o1y Simple ! dh o ECOLOGICALLY SAFE
: I A eS =% [ 2= Paint Removal Solutions

&) | Strips paint from clapboards, shingles, or
any flat surface. ;

W Sirips 1 square

P foot of paint in
OTHER )
; . M Can be used on
. \) : any type of paint :
. ~ 4 - including lead ;
GLUES AN
o T — = LS m Collects the stripped debris into any vacuum.

WSl W Strips the butt and face of shingles and

’ MPL y g, clapboards simultaneously.
- . . _ W Depth of cut is adjustable to strip any

thickness of paint.

CA” 1: S 55/'4/'”0’?%4;7;459 FASTEST Orhital

Sander available.
The 5" Random OrhitalSander Vac™ Pro:

If you take the fime fo fix ' W Can be used for preparing and feathering lead painted surfaces.

something, you want it to last. . - B Can finish wood and fiberglass surfaces after they have been
: = . z stri ith the

Amazing Goop is perfect for : N e

repairs because it holds just
about anything — wood, mefal,
ceramic, glass and more.

Amazing Sirength you
can count on that
is impact and

vibration resistant, &
and waterproof. 48

E—- 1-800-932-5872
g American International Tool, Inc.

www.paintshaver.com

Custom Wood |
¥ Doors for Your |
Entire Home |

Handmade in §
the USA...

“lust like the i
B olden days!” §

wWWW. VINTAGEDOORS.COM
Contact us today: 1 (800) 787-2001

Your business

Sla_y Connected With Us
f? @

www.eclecticproducts.com

- ' =‘ To advertise,
s

w contact Jennifer I1zzo
{ at Media People Inc. today!

ﬂlx@é F!’S f! SN2

£ St = jizzo@mediapeople.com
R-8.5 and R-10 Insulation Panels
insofast.com/toh + 888-501-7899

= MADE in USA
by Eclectic Products
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HARBOR FREIGHT

SUPER COUPON!

0%

WHY A FREE GIFT?

Because once you see
our GREAT QUALITY

and RIDICULOUSLY
LOW PRICES,
YOU'LL NEVER BUY TOOLS
ANYWHERE ELSE!

I r r
< SUPER COUPON! SUPER COUPON! T< SUPER COUPON!

_

| i ]| 1
1 ] ] 1
| II II I
i
| SPLIT LEATHER || 3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT || CENTECH. |
Py | SAFETY COLORED |; NINE LED j, 7 FUNCTION ,

I WORK GLOVES |, ALUMINUM . DIGITAL MUI-TIME'I'ER

I BhAe 1PAIR " FLASHLIGHT I -

I l I - I I I:e:zntBQ

l i II rre;r;msi-:tu 'I shown

COY VT IIJI |II| i!

How Does Harbor Freight
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools

S5Z3a003

oTEM 67440 ||

M‘m uv 1 I
runm

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions
of dollars in our own
state-of-the-art quality test

I IH]III LT

s52s8

LA E

HIIII]IIFIIIHIIIIIIIIII[!!IIII|I||||II||III|fII| .ll DT TR g

a7a

labs and millions more in ’7 32 """""" EWA#TKSI sevane s | S 3 GALLMU AL ;ﬁ;g"
i 00 RUNNIN g N1 :
shehspnitorh oo M| ity SSHP (212 CC) d”& 12 SLIDING c\?ﬂ'ﬁﬂ'ﬂg _DILLESS PANCAKE !
L g Jos 10 S MINLIRS, oo GAS GENERATOR Dt LASER GUIDE AIR COMPRESSOR
top professional brands. 1 SAVE - 7048 Lor no. 68528/69676/59728 SAW WITH LAS e LOT NO. 95275 |
- Noise “on LOTNO. 60675/60728 LIJT NO. mmﬂ?ﬁéﬁ.“lfs L 60637/69486/61615 ,

And we can sell them for a : Level o2 O CALiFoRNIA ORLY CHICAGOBELECTRIS i
fraction of the price because || " PREDATOR $]39‘?9 SAHE o5 |
we cut out the middle man | $29999 s188%} b W% |
and pass the savingsonto | o | 3399 pﬁf&l

you. It’s just that simple! i REG. PRICE $499.99
Coie visitone of out Y (]I UL OR8N AR

500 Stores Nationwide.

4-1/2" HEAVY DUTY

B« IMER »  Truckio’ Magazine ¢
ANGLE GRINDER 057 il

BEAGD

[ Illl1 I|||'|l Iilll Illil L 1l|l1 IllHII'I !

=¥~ 350 LB, cAPAclfY'
~ FOLDING SAW HORSE!

woas  CHICAGOBELECTRIC I

P Camom e LOT NO. | 17 FT. TYPE 1A e C.m.
i CUT-OFF WHEELS 91223..'503?2 L%EE& I%?ggg MULTI-TASK =y I E
" SAVE | €D . v oo B LADDER Sy SAVE &, |
: = s VE LOT ND. jEP i = 370/ shown 1
! 36% 80 67646 | (] |
' -:s LOT NO. 69446 !
i 46762/60710/61979 !
E S 1 899 p?afge $ $1 1 999 s Lnn.“cm:iigm Sggg P‘;fge'
L H“ilﬂll“ll!l.llll'll |||lﬂl|'|||||l“|1||ﬂ||ﬂll AEG. PRICE $199.99 .

(NN aSsne ||||||| ||i|| ||| [} ||||| O || ||||||||

QIO IRl iIIII i IIIII llli |II|

ZGIB=

HIIII[IIIIJIIEIIHIII_ILIJJLIL[IHIIIIIJI!IIIIIHIII

* 100% Satisfaction Guarantaed
* Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers

* No Hassle Return Policy
* Lifetime Warranty on au #and roors

500 Stores Nationwide
* HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567
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FREE!

grand
Italianate
 farmhoyse

PRICE $0 (must be moved)
T1ON Mishawaka, Indiana
I Todd Zeiger, 574-232-4534

Dear This Old House,
We locals are proud
of our pastand our
historic architecture,
so 'm writing to you
about this lovely farmhouse I've long
admired, which needs your help!
Tucked between retail stores just
north of our town, the Italianate
beauty has impressed passersby
for nearly 150 years. It was built
by Daniel Ward, a native son who
headed west in 1849, seeking his
fortune during the gold rush. He
found it quickly and came home to
Mishawaka, where he built this
rather formal farmhouse in 1865.
It's one of only a handful of buildings
that survived a raging fire in 1872
and, just as impressive, the decades
of development that followed. But
now, to pave the way for a mixed-use
complex, the house is threatened
with demolition. So I'm hopinga
fellow reader with the resolve and the
resources to step forward will move
the house somewhere nearby.
Whoever does will have a picture-
perfect Italianate, complete with
agrand front porch and a rooftop
cupola. The interior still has its
handsome casings, original
floorboards, and a columned mantel.
In addition to being moved, the
place will need some work to shine
like it used to. Until recently it was
used as a clothing shop, soitlacks a
kitchen, and it'll need updates to the
electrical and plumbing systems.
Whoever moves the house will have
a big task but will also be the proud
owner of ashowpiece that’s certain
to turn heads for another 150 years.
Sincerely,

iff 7ol -
—=CNTT LENDY

S 4

1| The 2,500-square-foot house has four bedrooms
and one bath. The cost of moving the structure
locally and pouring a new foundation has been
estimated at $65,000. 2| The original staircase

is intact but has been painted black and pink, as
have many of the floors in the house. 3| Doorways
throughout retain their casings and transoms.

4| The exterior of the box bay is embellished with
carved brackets that match those found along

the cornice line and cupola.

* Zillow, the real-estate marketplace, wants to see this home restored. As a Proud
gy | Preservation Partner of Save This Old House, Zillow is offering a $2,000 award to the
e -i@w buyer of this diamond in the rough. Contact toh_marketing@timeinc.com for details.
AR ‘t_ * And to explore more homes for sale, visit zillow.com. Offer expires 9/30/2015.

112 THISOLDHOUSE.COM OCTOBER 2014 | feader-Creafed |Siuc FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105



