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Ftlp at the coffre house f or the dark roert,..trot the Wi-Fi. Beginning later this year

the all-new 2015 GME Yukon 0enaliwill otfer 0nStar4G LTE with an available built-in

Wi-Fi hotspot.'This innovative technology turns your vehicle into the ultimate mobile

hotspot with capability for up to seven devices and an lnternet signal more powerful

$ls=!lan yoursmartphonel Yukon 0enali itself is plenty mobile, too. Thanks to a powerf ul

... 
EcoTec3 V-8 engine and road-smsothing Magnetic Ride Control.lt's incredible thinking

that keeps you connected to the road-and just about everything else.

THE ALL.ilEW EHC YUKIIN OENALI. THAT'S PROFESSIONAL CRAOE.
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WE ARE PROFESSIONAL BftANE

Pr.productioo modrr :hown. *Avaihbh in vehicrrs produred itrrilng frlt a0r4. soc dorrrr
f!. vEhich ruritrbillty. vriit onstar.com for dctsirs rnd svstom limireriins. serrires vrry by
modrl .nd conditiotrs. R!quire! activ! 0nSl$:cryica rnd drta plan. $ll?0.1,t S!nrral Motois
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Watchvideosand
see morephotos!
Now on the iPad, the
Nook, and other select
tablets. Available at
thisoldhouse.coml
tablet and on iTunes.

FAT-WALLET
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With a homemade stencil and
bright colors, a battered pine
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came to crafting a custom
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Prepare yourself for
the feeling of more water.

H,OKINETIC.' SHOWERHEADS

Delta" HrOkinetic technology sculpts water into a
unique wave pattern - giving you the feeling of more

water, without using more water. For more information,
visil deltafauc et.c o m/ h2 okinetic

{I DE LTA
see what Delta can do
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Kitchen
Solutions

ADVERTISEIVENT

An all-new online mini-series from
the producers of This Old House!

i

Join This Old House host

Kevin O'Connor and renowned

designer Kathy Marshall

as they share expert planning tips

and design advice to help you

create the kitchen of your dreams.

Reader mail
WE LOVE HEARING TOH reqders'stories about
re mo d el ing. We s av e d" s o me re c e nt fav o ri te s to sha.re
tn thts special reader-cre ated issue. The words of the
homeowners below are a sqmple ofmany that made us
reflect and laugh and remernber that home tmprovement
i s so mu ch mo r e th an j u st b o ards an d nail s and dryw all.

t.- '!"I-4rl

l#:
For our first home, it was our dream to
live the simple life, to escape the city. rWe

wanted a garden, an orchard, a shop for
my husband Justin's cars, open space for
dogs and kids to run. We wanted goats
named aker The Andy Griffith Show
characters. So we bought the farm.

The hardest part of our remodel was
that overwhelming sense of despair
when you have no idea what you're do-
ing and are completely burned out. The
best part? It changed who we are. We
have become more well-rounded, more
humble, and a better team as husband

and wife. \We learned we were capable
of any job if we were determined and
worked together. I love cooking in my
new kitchen, hosting big crowds in our
new dining room, and not lugging laun-
dry up and down the stairs. Most of all
I love that we are living our dream, and
the journey that has been.

^. l4t:tJ 11 * lt4 o c re TAYLoRSVT LLE, cA.,
VIA THISOLDHOUSE,COIV

"Itchanged
whoweare"
Ever hear that song "'Where

the Green Grass Grows"?

"I can do this"
My husband, Mark, de-
cided on buying our 1920
bungalow because he

looked around and said, "I can do this."
He gutted, patched, scraped, drilled,
stapled, glued, dug up, filled in, ran wires,
cut pipes, painted, stained, and rebuilt
or custom-built everything he could. He
worked on the house right up until the
summer before he had a bone-marrow
transplant, when he was so tired that he

could barely lift his drill. He fought this
battle the way he approached his life: Do
it right or don't do it at all. But it was not
to be. He passed away in February.

He left me a legacy of love, sweat, and
tears (yes, blood too), and every day I feel

an overwhelming sense of him and all he

did to make this home for me. I look
around and I remember every job and
who did it. The house isn't done yet and
probably never will be, but I will continue
to be its caretaker as I tackle the jobs to
come: landscaping, a bathroom redo,
electrical upgrades, and a flat roof he

never got to, which, of course, is leaking.
Megan and Justin Moore did most of the work
themselves on their Georgia farmhouse.
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There's no better place to start creating a spectacular new kitchen than The Home DepotP where you'll find allthe
best-known, most-loved kitchen-cabinetry brands. Famous names like KraftMaid@ and DecoraP Exclusive brands
like ThomasvilleP Martha Stewart Livingfl and American Woodmark9 And smart storage solutions like lnnerMostP
To learn more, and connect with a kitchen design expert, visit homedepot.com/designconnect.
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ln the pastyear,
our tablet
readership
hasiumped

-91P.rcint.*
Do you want to miss out
on all the videos, extra
photos, and other honus
content our tablet users
enioy every month?

INCLUDED WITH PRINT SUBSCRIPTIONS

Visit thisoldhousis.Eorn/allaccess to
begin enioying the tablet edition today!

*As reported in the Alliance for Audited Media June 2014 Publisher's Statement

Save uptorffiI
wtththese

reader
,ips
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Reader mail

Thank you for the love of home you
share with us in TOH. It is your legacy to
your family and they feel it, no matter how
exasperating it gets sometimes.

Now, do I want a roll roof or a rubber
membrane, and why are these terms part of
my vocabulary???

CH COPEE. IVASS,

"Family, Friends,
TOH, andGoogle"
My wife, Nola, and I-rvith the help of many
friends-started a full tear-out of our soon-
to-be-new home recently. I am so thankful I
had a jack-of-all-trades dad who taught me

so many skills. Along with my memories of
him, I have years of watching TOH TV that
have taught me well.

As Nola and I say: "Family, Friends,
TOH, and Google... Grant us tbe courage to

fix tbe tbings we can, the humrlity to call in
the pros when we are in ouer our heads, and
tle wisdom to knou the difference!"

DOVER. PA-

ffi

Ift i{l

OREW BREES

-

&
oolhaven'teven

seenityet"
During my recent 12-month
deployment to Afghanistan,

your show was my stress release. Growing
up, I spent a lot of time building with my
grandfather-a master carpenter and my
hero. Carpentry has always been my outlet,
and every time I build something, I think of
him. I recently bought my first house, in
Maryland. I haven't even seen it yet, but I
have so many projects to do. Since my
grandfather isnt here anymore, I turned to
TOH for advice. Every day after work I
would log on to YouTube and go straight to
the videos on the TOHchannel. Thank you
for making my deployment easier and for
all the knowledge.

-Jqt. Soshua Jchncider BY E-MAIL

HOW TO REACH THE EDITORS
E-mail TOH_letters@thisoldhouse.com. Please
include your full name, address, and phone number.
Published letters are edited for clarity and length.
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Western Red Cedar has been used in outdoor projects for
centuries. And for good reason" Nothing stands up to the
e[ements better. Today, Real Cedar is stiti the material
of choice for outstanding resutts on projects tike decks,
pergotas and arbors. Revered for its rich, deep Lustre,

naturalbeauty and aImost Iimittess versatiIity and finishinq
options, ReaI Cedar's the realorigrnaI for a spectacutar
[ookrng project"

www.rsatcedar,com
1 866 778 90?6
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Letter FRON/ THIS OLD HOUSE

You're commttted.
As tn, ktndatnsane
,^I ometimes I think about you all, and it

\] makes me wonder about the readers of

rJ$?ffi11X',#::;::.T$:::'J:::*'J
I ask myself, do the people who read Bon Appdtit
don a toque and clogs and cook a hundred meals a
night and yell like Gordon Ramsay? Does the reader
of Popular Science slip into crazy-inventor mode,
put on those dark goggles and stare at glowing bea-

kers, trying to perform cold fusion experiments in
his or her basement?

ln the main, I'm gonna say no to all of the above.
And that, I think, is what makes all of you special.
Because you, in fact, do the home-improvemenr equivalent of those things. You
engage with the subject matter o{ This Old House in a way that readers of any
other magazine-and especially other home magazines-would never do. It's amaz-
ing. Or, to put it another way, insane.

And we love you for it.
The editors here at TOH see the passionate hands-on, hire-it-out, do-whatever-

it-takes-to-make-a-house-a-home spirit that our six-and-a-half-million readers
have, and we are awed by it. Happens every year at this time, when we pore over
your letters to pull all your work together for your reader-created issue. It's on
every page, with people like Sheryl Kindle Fullner and David Lebel, who would
just not let illness or injury stop them in their quest to make a better place to live (see

page 86). Or Darleen Young, who wouldn't let a power outage keep her from
making Christmas dinner: She used a cordless drill to whip up her mashed sweet
potatoes. And it's certainly there in the story about Tom Peterson, the winner of this
year's Search for America's Best Remodel, who nor only quit his day job to overhaul
his New Jersey farmhouse but also bought the equipment and taught himself to
make miles of molding for the place. He deserves the $5,000 grand prize for that.
Elsewhere, rhere's Brett Youmans, who finds time to be a flight attendant and weed
1,7 backyard garden beds and has also pur in the work to win remodeling awards
through the years for virtually every room in his house, including the bath we're
featuring on page 80. I couldn'r compete with that record. Oh, but there is one record
my wife is worried I will be able to compete with: Joe Landsberger's. His remodel
has lasted for 35 years-and counting.

SCOTT OMELIAN U K. EDITOR
scott@thisoldhouse.com

The editor mulls the merits of
some of the 2,418 entries sent

in by readers like you to help
us make this issue,

Put your
house on
our cover
Download the
free Blippar

app, scan the cover
of this issue, and snap
your own photo to see
your remodel in TOH.
Watch for the Blippar
icon on other pages to
instantly access photo
galleries, shopping
deals, and more.
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Mitsubishi Electric Cooling & Heating

ductless systems can typically be installed

by a quali{ied contractor in less than a day.

Our innovative system uses two small

re{rigerant lines plus power and control

wiring to connect a discreet, outdoor unit

to each individual whisper-quiet air

handler, This allows for minimal disruption

i{ you are renovating or retrofitting your

home, We can help you locate a quali{ied

contractor in your area to help you

con{igu re the perfect zone-com{ort

system {or your home, So why wait? Visit

mitsubishicomfort.com and you'll be on

your way to living better; {aster.

You're only hours
away {rom a more
com{ortable home

0 MrsuBtsHt
,TELECTRIC
COOLING & HEATING

Live Better

ital thtsoldhouse.com

A$500
GIFTGARD!

Upload a photo of your best
jack-o'-lantern to see if

you've got the chops-a
spooktacular combo of

skilled handiwork and
creative design-to win

the top prize. Enter
from September 29
through October 29

at thisoldhouse
.com./pumpkins
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40,000 Tumblr followers and
counting! The editors of TOH
bringyou This Old Apartment
at thisoldapt.tumblr.com
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DON'T TURN YOUR LIFE UPSIDE DOWN
TO INSTALL COSTLY DUCTWORK.

THERE'S A BETTER WAY TO COOL AND HEAT OLDER HOMES

Mitsubishi Electric Cooling & Heating offers the ideal solution to make your home
comfortable without the hassles of a major renovation. Our systems deliver personal, room-
by-room cooling and heating with no ductwork and lower energy bills. They even filter
allergens and operate quieter than a human whisper. lnstallation can be simple and take less
than a day. Don't turn your life upside down for comfort. Go to MITSUBISHICOMFORT.COM

t
MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING
Live Better

A
AMERICA'S #1 SELLING DUCTLESS BRAND
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Spots are great,
just not on your faucet.
Spot Resist f inish, onty f rom Moen

Because you have better things to

do than clean your faucet.

\

\

I moen.com

/

ra
-

-

\

Buy it for looks. Buy it for tife.'
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ADVERTISEMENT

Bye-hye, chaos.
Hello coordinated.

a
a-

Manage the chaos of everyday life with Cczi,
the must-have app for every member of the farnily.

* Keep track of everyone's schedules and activities, all in one place

a Share grocery, chore, and to-do lists in real tirne

r A,ccess, view" and update from any mobile device, tablet, or computer

AVAILABLE IN ITUNES, GOOGLE PLAY WINDOWS, AND AMAZON APP STORES

in iTunes'and Google Play'"

ic-r2014 Cczi lnc. All rights reseived.
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homesolutions
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Copperleaf
r Treathhow-to
{CGNTINUEDi

kristin
ItlcCormick
BLOOMINGTON,

INDIANA
=%

Don't ever say that jewelry designer
Kristin McCormick doesn't rise to a
challenge. During a routine crafts
competition with her female relatives, she
came up with awreath design (previous
page) inspiredbythe breathtaking fall
foliage near her southern Indiana home.
She made her maple leaves from leftover
copper sheeting she had on hand but you
can replicate the look from the materials
belowforabout $5O. Herethowshe did it.

L Drawleafforms onto thin, pliable
copper sheetingor flashing and cutthem
out with scissors. To give them some color
variation, burnish the copperby quickly
running a propane torch over the metal.
Let cool. For deeper color, keep repeating.
Bend the individual leaves gentlyto give
them some dimension.

E- To make a base for the wreath, thread
wire througfr copper refrigeration coil to
form a circle, leaving enough wire to make
a loop to hang the wreath (you could also
use awire wreath form). With ahammer,
pound the base ofthe copper wreath flat.

3- Usingahot-glue gun, affixthe leaf
forms to the wreath base, layering them
so that the base is completely covered.

scissors
copper
sheeting

hot-glue
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refrigeration
coil

propane
torch

wire
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gun
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Standout storage
Whether reimagining awkward nooks orbringing
much-needed order to cluttered spaces, TOH
readers are home-organization heroes. Check
ottt your ciever handiwork here. -JEREMv LANGE

Notasingle
inchwasted

"Afterdesigninga
custom double vanity

for our master bath,
we were left with almost

6 inches of space on
each side. lr/y wife

had the idea for spice-
rack-style storage, so
I built these pullouts."

-Thota Fiore
ORADELL, NEW JERSEY

Decorative and handy, too!
"Using corbels and beadboard from the lumberyard

and shelves from another project, I created open
shelving in my kitchen. I love seeing my favorite

dishes in their own special places. Even the coffee
cups hang from hooks, so they're easyto grab."

-Jaannc Kihg cezcNovtA, NEWYoRK

New idea in window dressing
"When we lost a bedroom window
to our master suite addition, we
decided to turn it into a focal point. My
father-in-law constructed the shelves,
and we added trim and corner pieces,
which we picked up for less than $25."

*J i II *Ie*k v*otr? BoAZ, ALABAMA

Best.Gift.Ever.
"For myfortieth
birthday, I asked for
better organization.
Fortunately, my
husband's a
weekend carpenter,
so he designed and
built these lockers In
our mudroom using
plywood and poplar.
They corral the kids'
backpacks and hide
their shoes. They
even give me back
a bit of my sanity."

-ftoather N!,ralen
WORTHINGTON, OHIO
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hanks for letting us into
ur homes and hearts.
so excited to be ranked "Highest in Customer Satisfaction

Kitchen Cabinets" in l.D. Power's most recent study.

inspired and start building your dream kitchen at
kitchens

received the highest numerical score.among cabinetry brands in the proprietary J.D. Powet ?O-11 Kitglt:en Cabinet Satisfaction Study.srr Study based on 7,740 consumer responses
withinithd previous 12 months. Proprietary study results are based on expenences
jdpower.com

10 companies and measuresopinions of consumeis.who purchased kitchen cabliieB
perceptions of consumers surveyed'January-March 2014, Your experiences may vary,',Visit

drawer fronts. Clear Iacquered brrch and birch veneeL Requires assembly.'The total prrce rncludes catrinets, fronls, tnter,or s1elv,ng,
legs, visible moldings'and panels. Your choice bFCointertop,isink, faucet, handles, appliances and lightjng are sold separately. See lfta
:and 10'x 10' laycut details. Valtd in US IKEA stors only. .

kitchen with ORSA birch doo.rj.aniJ
and door dampers, hinqes, todkjt{<i,

L.

for limited warranty, country of otiiiiri;



homesoluttons i budgettips
" --- "--2

flow you score on Craigslist
When it comes to shopping online for a renovation, Craigslist is often the place
fOH readers hit up first. Here are a few of your tried-and-true strategies.

+ CHECK OFTEN AND CHANGE YOUR KEYWORDS: " lt takes a lot of
persistence," says Greg Krause, who used a free iPhone app (cPro craigslist
client) to search multiple areas for kitchen cabinets every day. Using related
terms, like kitchen counter, helped him hunt up hidden offerings.

+ !NQUIRE ABOUTADD-ONS: lf you're buying kitchen cabinets, ask for
touch-up paint the owners might have on hand so that you'll be able to conceal
any bumps and bruises the cabinets sustain in the installation process. Asking
for the extra pieces to go with any purchase can save you future headaches.

r SHARE YOUR WISH LIST: Sellers might have other items they haven'tgotten
a chance to list yet, so it doesn't hurt to ask. For instance, if you're buying a
toilet, ask the seller if he may be parting with a sink or a tub in the near future.

', KNOW WHEN TO WALK AWAY: For items like wet-location can lights for a

bath, which are fairly inexpensive to begin with, save the hassle by buying new.

{ GO THE EXTRA MILE: lncreasethe distance you're willingto drive-by about
200 miles. "We bought a door in lndiana for $200 thatwould have been listed
at $1,500 or $2,000 in Chicago," says Greg. "lttook a little more time, but we
made up for it in savings." -MEGAN BAKER

h@+Mdre

! Jatwe $coff
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

ITEM: Vintage buffet
turned teal coffee bar
(shown at left)

PRICE:$145

"Iknewthis sideboard
wouldbe perfect
for oru kitchen-it just
neededpaint. Andit
was a lot cheaper than
buyiag extra cabinetsl'

w4ffi6i!ffiW

K*f k*rl^zler
NARVON, PENNSYLVANIA

ITEM: Drop-in bathtub

PRICE:$85

"I couldn't believe we
found a tub for this
price. It was the best
deai in our bath reno."

l4athleen Nuft*r
SEVERNA PARK,

MARYLAND

ITEM: Granite counters

PRICE:$200

"We pwchased several
slabs of granite from
a restaurant in
Baltimore, thenmy
husbandiearned
to cutthemftom an
online tutoriai."

ffid.ffi4ffu+tr

fiaria syd &rrq
$.rause
CHICAGO

ITEMr Kitchen cabinets
(19 uppers, nine lowers),
quartz countertops, and
pendant lights

PRICE: $2,425
"Our cabi.nets came
with countertops
and tons of extras.
We couldn't have
gottenthe same
deal anywhere elsel'

,$**rl Fcrrsri
BILLERICA,

MASSACHUSETTS

lTEItlh Two sets of
upholstered booths

PRiCE: $40
"The restaurant
banquettes were
inmint condition.
They're perfect for
mymancave."

ffi
+fiF!E!i-_d _--@#

.je t4nffr{ ilrne
RAVENNA, OHIO

f TEM: Shaws white
farmhouse sink

PRICE:$5O

"It has a smallhairline
crack, but that's almost
totally hidden by the
courtertop" Itwas
defrn-itely worth it ! "
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THE RIGHT BATHROOM FAN MATTERS

-ITII

4n,
Whether you're doing a simpte renovation or a futt-scale remodeting job, comptete your bathroom makeover

with a Panasonic ventitation fan. For over twenty years, our fans have provided famities with cleaner, heatthier

environments. We've earned the ENERGY SiARo Partner of the Yea/Sustained Exceltence Award for a fifth

straight year. Every fan comptements your bathroom with beauty, [ong-tasting performance, and energy cost savings

Take our newest models. WhisperGreen Setect'- uses an uttra-quiet, energy-efficient DC motor. Customizabte

options give you automated control of airftow, moisture, motion sensing, LED night tight, and timer settings.

tor the stylish flair in you, the designer-inspired WhisperRecessed LED* hides a powerful yet quiet 80 CFM fan

behind an etegant recessed dimmabte LE0 tight. Ptus, with optionaI condensation sensors and delay off timers,

atl our fans can be easity managed with Panasonic watl mount controls.

For your next bathroom project, choose performance. Choose energy efficiency. Choose Panasonic.

@ffi 
Find out which fan is right for your famity at us.panasonic.com/ventfans.

PABII{EB OF THE YEAB
Sustained Excellence

Panasonic - the healthy, energy-efficient choice
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HELP
WAI'ITED?

TUNE
IN TO M r

Catch us as we travel the country helping people like you

tackle everyday home improvement problems.

To watch f ull episodes, check air times in your area 0r submit your own home

improvement question, visit thisoldhouse.com/watchT0H

EXCLUSIVELY ON oPBS PRESENTED BY c-:

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE IS SPONSORED BY
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DlYropeottomqn

SEATTLE

lnspired by her years living aboard
a fishing boat, Denise Rodriguez
wanted to add a coastal element
to her living room. "lfell in love with
an abaca ottoman, but it was too
expensive, so I made my own," she
says. With a little patience and a lot
of glue, Denise created a statement
piece from a used tire she got for
free (you may want to rinse off yours
with diluted bleach) and 7a-inch
manila rope. For her how-to, read on.

plywood

wood

caulk
tire

{ Cut two circles of plywood 1% inches smaller than the diameter of the tire.
Using six flathead screws, affix the plywood to the tire. Taper the wood's edges
with a palm sander.
'r Fill in the treads with caulk to create a smooth surface for the rope: let dry.
+ Spread a layer of construction adhesive on the plywood, then use a hot-glue
gun to secure the end of the rope to the center of the piywood and begin coiling.
Wind the rope, gluing as you go, let dry.
i Screw in wood furniturefeet ($6 each at home centers)to elevatethe ottoman
to coffee-table height. -RUSSELL wrLLoucHBy

feet
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CARPE}UlER

Elnerb Carpenter* Wr Atange
WM Fillertakesthcgtwork
out ot finishing wud projar#,,

It goes on purple and dries white, so
you'll know exactly when your filler
ready to sand and
formula that dries
tone for staining.

THE#{ FINfr IT AT
WOODI A HARDWARE
FILLER ftETAILEr.
BRANO- N{ARYAU,
'based an 201 1/201 2 U.S. Sales Data
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Dcnise
Roolriguez

rope ......

flathead
screws

' ' glue
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homesolutions cleverideas

Wavsvou
woiile"dus

Tincovedceiltng
"We were inspired by an antiques store

my husband and I like to frequent,
where the whole place is done with tin. I

liked the idea of having tin as an accent,
so we had a beam moved, in order to put

the recess in the ceiling, and chose a chrome finish."

-Suc P rttt prrrsFrELD, MASSAcHUSETTS

Eclecticguestcottage
"The little cottage on our property,
which was used as a schoolhouse
many years ago, had such a

unique architectural stYle. We
wanted to preserve the great

-

lHr

C.II'
JE$

t*#

1iffi3
,lE*i

Secretpassage
"The shelving in the
living room swings out
to give access to my
otfice upstairs. ldid all
the millwork myself
out of sapelli wood and
designed the staircase
to accommodate the
tight space. There's
200 square feet behind
the f ireplace you'd
never know was there."

details, like the flared roof . We jacked up the
house and made it level, replaced many shingles,
repaired the original windows, and installed
Bermuda shutters for a little extra charm."

- t4 i chac I S o/ari oruruo, FLoRIDA

AMHERST, NEW YORK

From a secretpassage to a schoolhouse
turned guest cottage, these seven
projects prove once again that there's
no shortage of creativitywhen TOH
readers remodel. -KATELTN HILL
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H, EE
Intricate Italianate

"We wanted to do this beautiful
old house justice. lclimbed up
scaffolding 20 feet high to work
on the exterior, even though I'm
terrified of heights. We cleaned

up the brick and painted it white, and used three
shades of gray to brlng out the original details."

-8 rel.I Y O u uaru READING. PENNSYLVANIA
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Hlstorlcalbrlckfloor

"We knew we wanted the look of
traditional New Orleans brick, like you'd
see on the sidewalks 100 years ago. So
we collected bricks from neighbors and
Craigslist-we even found some under our
garden beds-and laid them all by hand."

-&Ydn P rrri ck NEw oRLEANS

Problem-
solving

shetving
"The built-ins in
our daughter's
room were my

husband's brainchild. We had a
wallwith awkward angles, and an

odd bumpoutforthe HVAC and
ductwork that couldn't be moved.

Now, with a window seat and some
crown molding, it's a focal point."

-lterlilcr Thiboolcau
IJAMSVILLE, MARYLAND
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Outdooroasis
"We had a bare backyard
with uneven terrain, but
now it's a cozy terrace,
perfect for entertaining.
We especially love the
fireplace mantel, which
was milled from a cypress
treegrown on a property
that's been in our family
for over 100 years."

-Lisa and Chris frarr
RUSTON, LOUISIANA
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They gut-rehabbed abath.for $577
An opened-up layout and all new finishes and fixLures
take a full bath from dreary to cottage-charming

I

BEFORE Speckled panelingand an
interior wall made the space feel small

and dark. AFTER Removing the wall that
enclosed the toilet room helped open
up the space, and stealing 1 foot from

the room next door for the tub surround
opened up a sunny window. Minty-green

walls and vintage-style finishes
throughout give the room a fresh look.

RENOVATING THE ONLY BATHROOM i n

the house can be crippling. That's why Angie
and Colby Campbell settoworkwhipping
their lone bath into shape before they even
unpacked the moving boxes in their new 1910

Colonial Revival, in Brewer, Maine. Flrsttogo
was the dingy paneling and vinyl flooring: next
they tore out the wall partitioning off the toilet
room. They pried out the old pink cast-iron tub

THE
PROJECT
TALLY
Tore out old paneling
and flooring, removing the
wall enclosing the toilet
and bumping out the back
wall of the tub/shower
by 1 foot.......................$8O

lnstalled a new acrylic
tub, showerhead,
and tub filler ... ......... S260

Tiled the shower
and the f|oor.............9',:i00

Added new baseboard,
plus MDF beadboard on
the sloped ceiling....... li70

Scored a used buffet
on Craigslist that
the couple painted
and converted
to a vanity....... ............ $82

Painted the walls a

soft green........ ............ $ 5 0

lnstalled overhead
lighting, to brighten
the space, and a
new vanity light.......... $25

Trimmed a plain mirror
with scrap wood, then
made a rustic wood-
and-rope shelf using
salvaged wood found
in the basement......... ,1'll.J

rorA1............ . .$ 877

I
I

I
F

frnqtc
ani{ colbv
Campbell
BREWER, MAINE

before bumping the shower space 1 foot into the adjacent off ice to annex the window and brighten the
bath. After Colby popped in the new acrylic tub, Angie added subway tiles to the shower walls and hex
tiles underfoot. New baseboards and MDF beadboard on the ceiling help further the vintage cottage
look. Angie found a sturdy wood buffet on Craigslist that the couple converted into a vanity and installed
perpendicular to the old sink's spot. She painted it gray and screwed in new porcelain knobs before
painting the walls a retro minty green. New lighting, plus a DIY mirror and rope shelves, finish the space.
The result is a soothing retreat-and the couple's favorite space. "Everything was boxed in before,"
says Angie. "Now it feels a thousand times bigger and more luxurious." -MEGAN BAKER

26 TrrrsoLDHousE.cou ocroBER2or4 I FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105
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You can't predict what they'll

get into out there, but you can in here.

TEMqO SHoWER TECHNoLoGY hG
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Take the guesswork out before they get in with Delta TemprO

Shower Technology. The water-powered LED display changes

color based on your water temperature so you can be confldent

knowing your family will get the right, safe temperature every

time. To Iearn more, visit deltofoucet.com/temp2o.

i\\';rilal)l('a1:

{I DE LTA
see what Delta can do
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More saving.
More doing.
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You've got pull(s)
From curvy classics to sleeker updates,
today's bin pulls run the style gamut
BY MEGAN BAKER+ PHOTOGRAPHS BYMARK LUND

OCTOBER 2014 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 29

e HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS
"I wanteci sc:neth,ag strudy
for ou deep kitchen drawers."

3

-
G

r- ffi
hardware

that packs
a slvle
purich

- t-SCOURINGTHE thousands of entries
in this year's Search for America's Best
Remodel, we saw bin pulls pop up in
kitchens and bathrooms alike. These
alternatives to traditional handles caught on
in the mid-1800s, thanks to an ergonomic
shape that lends extra heft when opening
deep drawers. Simple originals gave way
to fancy scrollwork versions, angular
Craftsman styles, and curvy Art Deco
models. Here and on the following pages,

find 1 9 of our favorite current styles,

inspired by you.

t a --
I

l> botanicalborder
HICKORYHARDWARE

Made'of : Zinc with an aged-
brass Iinish
Size: 3 inches center to center
Highlights: Rope detailing
and dainty florals evoke French
country style. $6.88; walrfair.com

2> classic cup
ATLAS HOMIEWARES

Made of: Zinc with an oil-rubbed-
bronze finish

,

/ ,./'e{
-l

Highlights: Faux exposed
screwheads add casual cool to
vintage-style half-moon pulls.
$8.92; atlashomewares.com

3> sleeksilver
A[/EROCK
Made of: Zinc with a satin-
nickelfinish
Size: 37c inches center to center
Highlights: The industrial look is
softened by a weathered finish.
$6.76; hghhardware.com
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shopping

4> fluted shape
SCHAUB & COI/PANY

Size: 3 inches center to center
Highlights: An elegant, Art Deco-style

mix of straight lines and soft curves.
$9-16; atgstores.com

5> aged look
LAUREY CABINET HARDWARE

Made of : lron with a.pewter f inish
Size: About?Yzinches center to center

Highlights: Refined design and a
roughened finish lend an antique feet.

$5.90; build.com

'$

t

i!

6>
HICKORY

EXCLUSIVE
TOH DISCOUNT!

Made
inches center to

r'
at

.com

HOUSE OF ANTIQUI
Made of: Sheet steelwith a black

a

Highlig|ts; This authentic

EXCLUSIVE
TOH DISCOUNT!

2OTooft

of a popular early-Z0th-century
shows off exposed screwheads.

DETAILS AT
THISOLDHOUSI

,COI\//DEALS
8-r,longand

SIRO

Made of;
Size:3%

Highlights: Art
offer a slender profile, perfect

vanity. $8.47; myknobs.com

e
(

a

9> stately scrolls
BOSETTI.MARELLA

Made of: Brass with an
antiqued-bronze f inish

Size: 272 inches center to center
Highlights: Barogue details make this

pull a showstopper. $7.14; wayfair.com

lO> wann gl<rw.] 
LIBERTYHARDWARE
Made ol: Zinc alloy

Size: 3 inches center to center
Highlights: The shiny copper finish takes
center stage on an elongated version of

the classic. $4.32; homedepot.com

ll> [rasketwcave
TOP KNOtsS

Made of: Zinc with an
antiqued-bronze f inish

Size: 1% inches center to center
Highlights: Diminutive size keeps

intricate details jewel-like for a small
drawer. $5.90; thebuilderssupply.com

.l

rilt
\lY/



For a shortcut
to the deals

scan this page
Blippar app and use
our exclusive codes
at checkout.

in this

L2> tn

Made of: Zinc alloy
, Size:About37n center

Highlights: I

detail to
$4.31;

,,,, I3> miror
[/lARTHA

Made cf : Polished
Size:3 center
Highlights: and a boxy
shape can or vintage.
$5.+g;

L4> FCRYSTAL

t:
Madeof:

Size:3% inches P.'

Highlights: screwheads bring a (. 1C

bit of an edge to
$7; build.com

style.

15> ahint

L
LIEERTY HARDWARE I 7?Iu,Made of : Zinc alloy
Size:3 inches center to center
HighligMs: Copper accents give
straight edges extra dimension.
$4.48; homedepot.com

16> \rictorian style
HOUSE OF ANTIQUI HARDWARE

Made of: Unlacquered brass

EXCLUSIVE
TOH DISCOUNTI

ZOVoott

I
DETAILS AT

THISOLDHOUSE
.COM/DEALS

Size: About 3

@Highlights: Acast recalls
189Os
$6.19;

17>sleekcunres . ; :::'1

antiqued-bronze f inish
Size: 37a inches center to center
H ighlights: Soft yet substantial, an
oval pull looks classic yet new.
$5.95; signaturehardware.com

18> weatheredcopper
DYNASTY HARDWARE
Made of: Zinc alloy
Size: 3 inches center to center
Highlights: An antiqued finish and pitted
surface create a timeworn look.
$3.17; homehardwareexpo.com

I9> d;rrk cletailing
RESTORATION HARDWARE
Made of: Solid brass with an
oil-rubbed-bronze f inish

i4

s

"a

GD 
"',Highlights: lntricate designs give this pull

presence. $9; restorationhardware.com I
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A harmanious spin an the classics.
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She serves it sunny-side up
Homemade stencil + primer + paint = brand-new floor
BYDEBORAHBALDWIN

howro
cook uo

a new flior
{tnish

{"t
,.\

S!EBOYGAN. WISCONS]N

r= r-WHENLORIDUNBARpulled
up her sunroom carpet, then the
four more layers of flooring and
underlayments beneath it, she was
surprised to uncover not the hard
maple found elsewhere in the house
but battered pine. "And it was in
really rough shape," she says.

"So I thought,This is a chance to
do sometbing oeatiue." A graphic
designer by trade, Lori used Adobe
Illustrator software to tweak a
blossom design she found online,
making it larger and more stylized.
This would be her template for a

hand-cut foam-core stencil, with
dots between the petals to serve not
only as a flourish but also as a guide
for lining up the stencil as she

moved it across the floor. After a

pro sanded the floor, Lori put down
a coat of primer, followed by three
coats of porch-and-floor paint in
glossy egg-yolk yellow. Staning in
the middle of the room, she used a
small paintbrush and white paint
to fill in rhe paftern, using just one
coat for an aged look. Two coats of
polyurethane provided added scuff
protection. "The motif is beautiful
on its own," says Lori. "And the
color is so cheerful. No wonder
everyone loves this room." a

FOR THE STEP-BY.STEP
To find Lori Dunbar's template
and how-to, scan this page
with the Blippar app or go to
thisold house.c om / ocl2Ol4
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ADVERTISEMENT

REFRESHINIG REWARDS
Looking to do some home improvement proiects? Using the BuyPower Card from Capital One'when

you make purchases for the home will help you accumulate Earnings fast, which can be redeemed toward
a new Chevrolet, Buick, GMC or Cadillac vehicle. Need inspiration? Here are some refreshing ideas.

i ir.i,tur i-
srFt

t\

I

tf trr
;,
r

You love home improvement projects, and your card can help' B:

using the BuyPower Card to make purchases, you'll build Earnings
that can be redeemed with no limit toward part or even all of an

eliqible, nerar Chevrolet, Buick, GMC or Cadillac vehicle.

Learn how doing what you love can yield greater rewards.
Go to buypowercard.com/live

BUYPOWER CARD'

4r,. @reW
Built by

r Capital Onq, N.A. is the issuer of the BuyPowe, C6rd. G$eral t4otors ("Gl'1") is responsible for the opeFliot ard administratloh ot the Earnings progr&m.

lhe mtrks o, Gaoeral Motor!, its divisioai, slogans, emblems, vehicle model names, vehicle body designs and other fratks appesring in this docomert rre lh
Genera! Motors LLC, its subsid;.ries, affiliates or licensots lil2ol4 Gef,eEl Hoto.s LLc

Ceiling fans may increase energy
savings by improving circulation of
heat and air conditioning.I
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GREEN
THUMB

A beautiful garden doesn't just improve
the look of your home-the action of
gardening can actually help you relax.

CROWN
IEWEL

Easy-to-install crown molding is a
budget friendly way to turn an ordinary
room into a truly elegant space.
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PANE &
SIMPLE

Refreshing window frames brighten
your home's appearance. Give them a
fresh coat of paint for a clean new look.
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CHEVROTET BUICK GMC CADILLAC
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THE BUYPOWER CARD FROM CAPITAL ONEI Every purchase gives you Earnings
toward part or even all of an eligible, new Chevrolet, Buick, GMC or Cadillac vehicle. Every
year, enjoy 5% Earnings on your first $5,OOO in purchases and then unlimited 2o/o Earnings
on purchases after that. Earnings don't expire and there's no limit on how much you can

earn or redeem. Learn more at buypowercard,com/info. YOUR CARD lS THE KEY'"CD

BUYPOWER CARD"

ril- QmreW euirtov g.Oi14g],
Credit approval required. Terms and conditions apply-

.Capital One, N.A. is the issuer of the BuyPower Card. General Motors ("GM") is responsible for the operation and administration of the Earnings Program
The marks of General Motors, its divisions, slogans, emblems, vehicle model names, vehicle body designs and other marks appearing in this document are
the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors, its subsidiaries, affiliates or licensors. @2014 General Motors LLC.
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This kid camps out at home
Rustic finds, vintage wares, and handmade touches
animate the living quarters of a little explorer
BY KATHRYN O,SHEA-EVANS + PHOTOGRAPHS BY HELEN NORMAN

ft e atlte r a nol D avc Thi b o ole a u
IJAMSVILLE, MARYLAND

"He's got a lot of spunk, and now
hls room reflects that."

CALL IT ONE PART Adirondack lodge, one

part Boy Scout den. The bedroom Heather and
Dave Thibodeau put together for their 3-year-
old son, Hudson, demonstrates yet again how
DIY can really deliver. The couple used a denim
decorative painting technique to color the walls,
fashioned a tent from an army blanket, and
saved money by scouring resale shops, Etsn and
eBay for woodsy elements, such as tree-stump
seats and an antler chandelier. "'We also made
sure to include quirky pops of color, like the
orange desk and pillows, to keep things playful
and childlike," says Heather. Read on for ways
to ready a room for your own wild thing.

patchr+'eirk
mtrdras drapers

Hudson's grandmother sewed his
curtains from vintage remnant

fabric. Thisversion has a blackout
lining-ideal for midday naps. $69

lor a 4-by-63-inch curtain;
potterybarnkids.com

ship-stvle sconcc
ln stainless steel and glass,
this light strikes the same
note as the homeowner's

pricierversion. $65;
amazon,com
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getthislook
forless

bandannapillows
Sewyour own cowhand cushion covers
from 2O-inch-square bandannas (the ideal
size for l6-inch-square pillows) in long-
wearing polyester. $11fora dozen
bandannas; orientaltrading.com

orange desk
Find an old teacher's
desk at a thrift shop

-or pick up and
paint this pine

number. Desk, $279;
ikea.com. Valspar's

Aufumn Blaze,
$42 pergallon;

at Lowe's stores

-

]Iffi

antler
chandelier
Lighting made from
deer racks evokes
mountain-lodge
interiors. This resin
version gets the job
done at a fraction
ofthe price. $189;
homedepot.com. Linen
lamp shades, $4.98
each; lowes.com

campblanket
Oregon-made

Pendleton blankets
are a Wild West staple.
This one is a wool-and-

cotton blend, which
softens the feel-and
the price. Starting at

$109; pendleton
-usa.com

r=
-,t ;

no-f'rills chair
ln anodized aluminum, this industrial-stlrle
seat echoes the homeowners' flea-market
find at left. The brushed silvery finish gives it
old-school patina. $lOO; crateandbarrel.com

slcek storage
"Toys, diapers, and
clothes get hidden

in the drawers;
good-looking books

get displayed
on the shelves,"
Heather says of

Hudson's hutch.
$155; ikea.com
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The Thibodeaus painted over a base coat of
Behr's Vermont Cream with Sherwin-Williams's
lndigo Batik mixed with clearglaze. Running
over it top to bottom and side to side with a
linen weaver brush created the textured look.
Paint, from $32 per gallon; at paint stores
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. getthislook
forless

T

r,intage-sign art
Forgraphic punch, the
homeowners mounted
cotton dish towels printed
with retro fishing scenes in
wood frames. Set of four
towels, $32; antiquekitchen
.com. Pine-look frame, $21;
walrfair.com

I

r

I
vintage creel
An angler's shoulder-slung wicker
basket serves as a catchall for
Hudson's teensy stuffed animals. We

found this look-alike on eBay for $39.
fauxcampfire
This kid-friendly version of a roaring
blaze (with s'mores!) is hand-
stitched of felt spun from recycled
plastic bottles. Three Wee Monkeys
fire, $23, and s'more, $8; etsy.com

stump seat
Contact an arborist for a

slice of a downed tree you
can strip of bark and then
age and sand yourself. Or
opt for this silky smooth,
splinter- and bug-free
reclaimed redwood one.
lnspired By All Things
stump, $95; etsy.com

A-frame tent wnat tia doesn't tove a

fort? To make this one, we drilled %-inch
holes near one end of four red oak 1x2s
and inserted a %-inch dowelto create

the frame, securing the crosspieces with jute twine.
Then we cut an army blanket to size, laid it over the
top, and tied off the blanket corners. Blanket,
$31; galaxyarmynavy.com I
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woodoars
The Thibodeaus

found their
vintage paddles

online, but we like
the price ofthese

newvarnished
models. $lOeach;

amazon.com
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We know you want to care for your hardwood floors, but may be unsure
of the refinishing process. Bona has solutions to ease your wonies.

The Bona Ceftified Craftsman Program Five Star Advantage ensures:

* Durable & Beautiful Finishes

t Clean Air, No Dust in Your Home

* Bona Lifetime Support

I lnsured, Trained & Trusted Craftsmen

t Back On & Enjoying Your Floor Quicker

r
t

7

Visit MyBonaHome,com today to leam how easy and hassle free it is to remat or re.finish your hardwood floors.
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PREFINISHED HARDWOOD FLOORING
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Best-in-closs DURABILITY. One-of-o-kind BEAUry.
A house is more thon o building, lt's your home ond you toke pride in it.

inside ond out. So, why give your fomily onything less thon the unmistokoble

beouty of o Bellowood floor? Finely crofted from the most duroble wood ond

bomboo the world hos to offer. eoch plonk is meticulously designed to toke on

everything life con throw ot it-ollwhile stoying beoutifulyeor ofter yeor,

Bellowood Prefinished Hordwood Flooring is ovoiloble qt Lumber Liquidotors
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landscaping

He's got a head for sheds
4 y.rl for a garden shed in an awkward backyard corner led
this design-sawyhomeowner to build one his way BvKATEKARAM
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,llan Cusolito
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA

"I wanted a shedthat was a
focal. point, not an eyesore.

SQUARE PEG, ROUND HOLE? NO
problem for an industrial designer like
Alan Cusolito.'$7hen he spied a photo
of a fanciful L-shaped outbuilding that
wouldn't quite fit along his fence, he
simply applied his engineering skills

to create his own version. He rejiggered the inspirational shed's perfectly perpendicular
shape to accommodare the 110-degree angle of his lot so that the wing that houses a
potting table could follow his lot line exactly. The 9-by-7-by-3-foot structure not only
fits snugly, it has storybook character to spare. Constructed of 2x4s and half-inch
interlocking pressure-treated panels, the entire unit is screwed together to make it easy ro
relocate, if need be. Alan dove in without so much as a measured drawing. .,I really just
winged it and had it framed in 2 hours," he says. "From there, it came together easily and
quickly." With a budget of about $2,000, this project has proved to be a sound
investmentl Alan now builds custom backyard escapes for other lucky gardeners.

5

I

BEFORE With nowhere else on the
propertlr to locate a shed, Alan had to
make the obtuse angle of this corner
work. AFTER Stained a rich redwood
hue, the outbuilding provides ample
storage and serves as an eye-catching
focal point in the yard.
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o landscapinB

I j The interior of Alan's shed
holds yard tools and equipment;
a loft space under the roof
provides even more storage
for lawn chairs and holiday
decorations. 2 | Referencing
the ocean, five miles away,
Alan chose a galleon weather
vane to cap off the shed.
:t I Clad with copper sheeting,
this potting table and the
cabinet below keep gardening
supplies organized.

More of your spiffysheds
Renovated by TOH readers, each of these outbuildings
is proof positive that while a practical bonus space,
a shed can have major curb appeal, too.

ttcioliand
Brcnt Krusc
SIOUX FALLS, S.DAK.

"We moved and rebuilt our
neighbor's garage on a
$2,OOO budget. lt makes
a great workshop space,
and it's a ioy to see how
perfectly it lits into our
historic neighborhood."II
-w
Stcohcn anol
Evd Carbonaro
YARMOUTH PORT, MASS.

"lt looked like a teardown,
but with a few bundles
of cedar shingles, new
trim and paint, plus a DIY
door and shutters, our
shed now offers beautiful
useful storage."

Karcn ano{
Lynn Juckcft
LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

"We each wanted different
things from the shed, so
when we renovated it we
split the interior into two
seetions. His tools live
in the back; the fron! is
where the grandkids play."
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No additives in ourtobacco
does NOT mean a safer cigarette

0rganic tobacco does NOT
mean a safer cigarette.

SURGE0N GENERAL'S WARNING' Smoking
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.
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Look whatyou found!
From a homemade mousetrap to a fading Civil War tintype,
the oddities readers have discovered in and around their homes
surprised even us By KATHRrN o'sHEA-EVANS

PHOTO OPS
Sreff ano{Jeff Covtdon
GRAND RAPIDS, IVICHIGAN

The Condons bought
their 1918 Tudor totally
ransacked. "Even the
radiators and cast-iron
sinks had been stolen,"

Jeff says. But they loved the floor plan

and the 60 divided-light windows, so all

the work, including tedious days spent
scraping those painted-shut windows,
was worth it. Plus, some goodies had
been left behind. When Steff took a
crowbar to the ceiling in the room
above the garage, for instance, she
discovered an unmarked paperboard
box hidden between the rafters.
lnside? Two glass bottles of what they
presumed to be well-aged moonshine
(Michigan enacted its own prohibition
in 1916) and a trove of black-and-white
photos and negatives. "There's one of
four guys drinking in the woods and

another ofthem all pretendingto pee

outside! " Jeff says. "They're just being
crazy buddies." Anotherfind behind a

closet wall: a 1934 copy of The Case of
the Curious Brlde. As for the suspected
moonshine, it remains unopened.
Apparently, Steff and Jeff aren't as

crazy as the previous owners.
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S0tUETHING 0F NOTE Davtol ano{ aonnye &ooo( sEyMouR,,ND,ANA

Late one night, while stripping layers of wallpaper from the living room of their 1911 Craftsman,
David noticedwritingunderneath-andgot so excitedthathe ran upstairs towake Bonnye.
Together they uncovered the original builder's note scrawled on the wall, with the names of the
architect (Robert H. Hall), contractors (Niemeyer and Rockstroh), and even the plumber and
decorator. "I added our family names at the bottom, then preserved the note under spray lacquer

and conservationglass," Bonnye says. "Ifs adailyreminder ofthe care thatwent into creatingourhome."
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triddentristory
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A STITCH IN TIIU E -===
C i no{y dnd D dv i d ft 1rn rae*rlrN, TENNESSEE

For a couple of years before they renovated their 1910 shotgun cottage,
it was used for storage and filled with dusty items of yesteryear. "Mason
jars, Mazola oil, and a lot of garbage, honestly!" David says. "l started
hauling allthe trash out to the curb, including one funky-looking La-Z-
Boy. When it flipped over, there was an old quilt underthe worn-out

cushion-probably meant to add a bit of padding." lt turned out to be not just any old
coverlet: lt was a faded friendship quilt with the names of many local citizens stitched
in. Upon closer inspection, David spotted the names of some of his relatives in one of
the triangles, including a few of his grandmother's siblings, who were an early act at the
Grand Ole Opry. Because the quilt holds so many regional names, the Horns have
thought about donating it to the local historical society so that everyone can enjoy it-
and to help ensure that it never again winds up as a cushion.

PIPE DOWN
Ter\ lrlc$ri o{e HARRTsBURG, MrssouRr

When Terry was replacing broken cedar siding
attached with square handmade nails at the
bottom of his farmhouse kitchen's exterior wall,
he unearthed a red clay pipe bowl and a reed stem.
"The carpenter had to have dropped it when nailing

ihe horizontal tongue-and-groove pine boards for the interior
walls," he says. Terry knows the kitchen was added in 1852, so
he dates the pipe to that trme, too. Though common in the 19th
century, an intact one is a rare f ind today. We're just glad it wasn't
iit when it fell-or this whole story might have gone up in smoke.

SHOO, FIRE, SHOOI
Susan ltollenbeck
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA

Californiais
prone to brush-
fires,but Susan
doesn'tworry.

- 

Yearsagoshe
found a talisman posted in
the attic of an l8OOs miner's
cabin deep in thewoods
of Big Surt Los Padres
National Forest, where she
was a caretaker. Itwas a piece
of withering yellowed paper
withfivewordsblock-
printed by hand that read
the same forward, backurard,
up, and down. Known as the
Sator Square, this Latin
palindrome has been used to
ward off evil since the Roman
Empire. "Itt supposed to
keep the house from burning
and it must do the trick " she
says, "because in 197Q a
forest flre came rightupto
the cabin onthree sides, and
never burned the strucfure.'
In everyhouse she's lived in
since, she writes out the
same square and hangs it in a
closet. "I still haven't had a
fire...and I live in Southern
California!" she says.'?eople
mightthinkifskindof
witchy, but it seems to work"
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PROTECTED ASSETS
Decky and Nillviall
BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS

WhenBeckyand
Willboughttheir
1904 house, the
parlor'spocket
doors didn't

operate properly. "Will was
popping one offits track and
felt an obstruction deep inthe
opening," Becky says. "He
used an ironbartopull out an
old insurance policy. Dated
19 +2, it was a fu r fl oater for
"one skunk coat, valued at
$225." That's overthree grand
in today's dollars! Yes, but
so-called "American sable"
was worth it, especially in
brutal midwestern winters.

U N I 0 N - lVl A D E sacri anot Clyatc knner cAMp porNr, rLLrNors

When the Renners were in the midst of what they like to call the,
ahem, "Rennervation" of their 1891 Queen Anne, they uncovered
crumbling, lipstick-kissed love letters from a woman named Flossy
under the bedroom linoleum, and a broken child's tombstone from
1870 that they think was used to build a cistern. But some of the
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coolest finds must have once belonged to a Civil War officer who lived in the house.
" l chanced upon a Union off icer's belt buckle in the ground near the foundation,"
Clyde says, noting that it reads E P/uribus Unum. "And once, when our contractor
was drilling a hole in the porch ceiling, he looked up to see a little face staring back

at himl He reached up into the hole and pulled out a tintype of a Union soldier,"

CHANCE OF SHOWERS
Lynn ano{lldnnc Coon pARrs,rDAHo

ffi fi$-1;"ffi{+}:ffi:'#ffi"l:I:#firf*}}}*1ft ?#,
GfS figured it was used to store water for baths or even showers," Luanne

the barrel out of the attic, using an old horseshoe and a rope. (Note: Don't try
that one at home) "Now it sits on our front porch," she says, for all the world to
see. 

oour neighbort cat gave birth to a litter of kittens inside it this spring! "

46 THIsoLDHousE.coM ocroBER 2oL4 Rcadcr-Crcaled lssuc

t ffi

\



THREI CENTURIES OF SECRETS
Richaro{ and rltuy 0urch{le lol poRr RoyAl pENNSyLVANTA

lf you live in a house as old as the one owned by the Burchfields

-it's a log farmhouse built circa 1780-you're bound to
uncover a few noteworthy adifacts of rural life. ln their 40 years

there, they've found everything from old newspapers to a

secret closet, long boarded up and hidden away, that they like

to imagine was a stop on the Underground Railroad. The Burchfields-this
year's Dining Room winners, page 82- shared a few more portable obiects
with us (below): a homemade mousetrap they date to the 1830s that was

set above a horsehair plaster-and-lath ceiling; a Hershey's Cocoa tin top
(the Hershey's chocolate factory was founded about 60 miles away in i903);
a corn husker; and a wood clapper the Burchfields believe was used for
applause at local theaters. The clapper may also have frightened pesky birds
away f rom the crops, but like all these objects' true histories, time won't tell.

This was sitting
above the kitchen
ceiling-with
3o-some rodent
skeletons nearby.

HERSHEY'S CGCOATiLI
Someone once cut a slit
in the top, perhaps to use
the tin as a money jar.

o hiddenhistory

,\l

SHEDDING NEW LIGHT
Dennis and Corinne hirouard
PLAINFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

It's onethingto find
kni ckkn acks"behind old
plaster. Ifs quite another
to sfumble upon entire
outbuildings. "Our oldest

son was using a chain sawto tackle
an especially large clump ofbushes
on our three-acre proper[y and
uncovered an empty gardening shed,"
Corinne says. They eventually fully
renovated it, even adding electricity
and runningwater. "The faucet is
nicer than the one in our kitchen!"

When an electrician was
stringing new wiring in the
bathroom of the Oteys' 1957

ranch, he found20 Playboy
and Penthouse magazines

from the mid-1980s stacked in neat piles on
top of the ceiling panels. Amongthem:the
September l9SlPlayboy with Bo Derek on
the cover and the January 1984 issue
featuring the last nude photo taken of
Marilyn Monroe. "We looked up their value
because we were curious," Lynda says.
"But they're not even worth the cover pricel
Besides, the'great articles'we have now
are worth so much more." a

I

I

CORN HUSKER

CLAPPER
This may have

been used at
the theater-or to

scare birds away
from crops.

ASIVUTTYSURPRISE
Robin and Lyno{a ?tey
YAKIMA, WASHINGTON
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Easy, Elegant DIY Decor
W l ffi :ff il :: I i,',?,x; I l,i y-:ffi':i hi:'
and unfinished wood pieces into personaltreasures,
For more inspired ideas and tips on how to achieve the
rich finishes shown here, visit minwax.com/pinterest.

Mudroom Cubbies @
Arrange three unf inished

pine modules vertically
along your wall and lay
another in front across

the floor. Top it off with a

cushion for a comfortable
shoe-changing statron.

Hanging@
Photo Gallery

String colorfully
framed family
photos from a

curtain rod for a

dramatic gailery-
like display.

9ini;;;{t
ffi t,n yourfavorites
Li right from this page

Bookcase Turned lnto Breakfront@
Add diagonal inserts to an unfinished wood

bookcase and you've got a dining room
breakfront or bar.

@Smart Bed(room)
Storage
Place three shelving
units in a U shape on
the floor, and add a
piece of plywood on
top for a bed frame
and much-needed
storage solution.

Just download the free Blippar

app to your smartphone or
tablet, and scan the page to pin

these images to your own

Pinterest boards. 0r visit
pinterest.com/thisoldhouse
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Makes And Keeps Wood BeautifulTM
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to free up your afternoon.
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Polyshades' combines wood stain
one product..sa beautifuL
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With Cabinets To Go you will only find top
of the line craftsmanship to fit your home
and enhance your lifestyle. Featuring
your choice of Victoria lvory, Glazed
Toffee, and Dark Chocolate.

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

%OFF
IN THE
IVONTH OF
OCTOBER

ALWAYS UP TO
$- 40%
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Find a Showroom near you visit us at CabinetsToco.com ...Premium Quality Gbinets FoB LEssu
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"TOH came to my rescue"
A longtime fan gets her dream remodel, as the crew resuscitates
her Greek Revival pHorocRApHs ByANrHoNy rrEULr

EI BOSTON

I'm so excited to live
in an adult house! "

WHENPEOPLE LEARN thAt thc
guys from This Old House TV are
renovating my 1850 brick rowhouse,
in Boston's Charlestown neighbor-
hood, the fust thing they ask is what
it's like behind the scenes. I laugh and
think of the fust time I met the whole
crew. Tom, Norm, and the produc-
tion team were heading over and I
was still on an important conference
call when I stepped into the kitchen

-and right into a big pool of water.
The ice maker in the freezer door had
sprung a leak. I staned shoving tow-
els under the fridge, but when they
soaked tluough, I broke into the con-
versation and explained what was
going on. Someone reminded me to
turn the shutoffvalve, which I finally
found in the basement; I finished
mopping up just as Tom stepped
through the front door. Phew!

ri
,

t
cozYQUARTERS
ABOVE: Built in 1850, the brick rowhouse sits on Bunker Hill in Boston's
oldest neighborhood. LEFT: The IOH TV crew will work with architect
Sally DeGan to maximize the house's 1.5OO square feet of space. FAR
LEFT: Homeowner Angela Daigle saved for nine years for her renovation.

I

OCTOBER 2OI4 THTSOLDHOUSE.COM 5I
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. TOHTV

UPGRADINGTHEOLD
(1) An original marble mantel in the second'floor living room will be retrofitted
with a high-efficiency gas insert. (2) A collapsed claw-foot tub rendered the
guest bath unusable. lt will be restored and outlitted with a shower.

Fighting floods wasn't what I had in mind when I
bought my house 10 years ago. I was drawn to period

details, like the pumpkin-pine floors, Greek Revival

moldings, and marble mantel. But the yard, at more than

L,000 square feet--enormous for a city lot-is what re-

ally spoke to me, and to my two pugs, Louis and Petunia.

Just about everything else felt like it was held together
with chewing gum and duct tape. So many things had

broken over time that I began to joke that my house was

conspiring against me. The second-floor bath sprang a

leak just after my parents had moved into the adjacent

guest room for a spell. The heat waited until the coldest

week of winter to conk out.
I kept paying to patch little problems but managed to

squirrel away savings as I planned my dream remodel. I
knew it would include a modern bath on every floor and

a cozy master suite that would make coming home every

night feel like checking into a swanky hotel after a long

day of travel. I was already talking to other contractors

when I applied to TOH TV on a whim. I'd been a fan

since watching the remodel of another house in Charles-

town years ago; I remember being so impressed at how
the crew carefully restored all the plasterwork there.

I was stunned the following week when the produc-

ers called, asking to tour the house' I spent the entire

weekend doing that special kind of deep cleaning you do

only when someone really important is coming oYer. I
was so nervous that the crew wouldn't like my plan or
that they'd question why I wanted to stop at 4 feetfot a

PRESERVING THE PAST
(5) IOH TV general contractor Tom Silva and host Kevin

O'Connor remove bricks one by one to be used later for
the kitchen bumpout as cameraman Steve D'Onofrio
captures footage for the show. (5) Tom takes a break
during a day of demolition.

MOREON CHARLESTOWN
For photos, a project recap, and air dates
for the season beginning on October 2,
scan this page with the Blippar app or
go to thisoldhouse.com/oct2o14
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I

ALL OPENED UP
(3) The IOH TV crew and production team survey the first floor after
removing the wall separating the kitchen and the formal dining room,
(4) With jacks and steel beams supporting the upper floors, Tom
and Kevin demolish the back wall on the first floor.

kitchen bumpout behind my l9-foot-wide rowhouse.
Contrary to all my fears, Tom and Norm totally un-

derstood how important my yard was to me and thought
my shallow bumpout idea would work well. They also
came up with the idea of salvaging the bricks we'd remove
from the back of my house to build the small addition
and suggested knocking our an abandoned chimney in
the kitchen to create space. After that meeting, Tom even
offered to stay and 6x my leaky fridge .

I was over the moon when my house was selected.
I'm living in a nearby rental during the remodel, but I
come by often to see the progress. You can imagine how
shocked I was when I arrived one day to find that the
entire back of my house was missing, to make way for
the bumpout. It's unsettling to stand in your living room
and feel abreeze blowing in from your backyard. But
when I saw Tom emerge from the pile of rubble and,
amidst all the chaos, start to calmly pick out individual
bricks to reuse, the same way most people pick out
apples at the supermarket, I knew I was in good hands.
And, as I often remind the crew, they saved my house
before they even got to work. If I hadn't been home to
meet them for that walk-through, the fridge flood could
have ruined everything. aG-
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Covetthyneighbor's
fieldstones

RifaSalisbury
SEAFORD, DELAWARE

"l pulled up and
removed allthe
fieldstones from a

wall surrounding a friend's very
large, very unwanted planter bed
to use in building my new house.
So far, for all my sweat equity-l
calculated that I hauled over
10,000 pounds of stone-l have a

fire pit in my backyard and stone-
covered columns and steps on the
front of my home. I did the fire pit,

but masons did the stonework
on the house. (l know my
limitations.) I still have some
left, so I think I might start work
on a fieldstone path."
What Rita Saved: $1,OOO

Letyourflagfly (forAee)
JillBldckt4/i1n
BOAZ, ALABAMA

"l used an old croquet
mallet as a flag pole
on myporch. ltworks

great because the mallet head
keeps our University of Alabama
f lag from slipping off the end."
WhatJill Saved: $8.99

Presto-changoftame
Chcrylkincckcr
YORKSPRINGS,
PENNSYLVANIA

"lwanted a unique
way to display family

pictures, as well as artwork from
my grandchild. I took an old multi-
pane window f rame without the

re

fat-wallet
awards

You sweat the small...change
Congratulations! You pinched your pennies so hard,
you could have b ruise d Lincoln rLUsrRArroNS By MTcHAEL wrrrE

l

Doggone cleverpet door
S usa n Rl charo{s sANDy spRrNGS. cEoRGrA

"Instead ofbuying an expensive dog door, I bought an inexpensive screen
door with two small screened panels at the bottom. I removed the screen
from the bottom panels and repurposed a piece of heavyvinyl to make
flaps to cover the holes. Now I have a double dog door for myAustralian
shepherd and myyellow Lab. Ifs really funny to watch them shoot out
the door at the same time !"'What Susan Saved: $124
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s fat-walletawards

(r

glass and a rusty piece of sheet
metal, both found in our old barn,
I cut the metalto fit behind the
frame and attached it to create a

divided magnetic board. lmade
sure to sand all rough edges,
sealed it, and putfelt pads on the
back to keep it from scratching
the wall. Now I can display
and change pictures regularly
with fun, inexpensive magnets
in individualframes!"
What Cheryl Saved: $15.99

Groove-ycabinetdoors
TrentTobiason
COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA

"l had boring old
f lat-panel kitchen
cabinets. lmade

a jig and used a router to make a

V-shaped groove about 2% inches

from the panels'outside edges.
Combined with new hardware
and white cabinet paint, they
now resemble paneled doors
at a fraction of the cost. "

What Trent Saved: About $9OO

Couch-surfuig contractor
Jcnnif*Born
LAKEVILLE, MINNESOTA

"We used Bagster
bags and had Waste
Management pick

them up as we f inished stages
of our demolition. Otherwise,
our driveway would have been
occupied by a large dumpsterfor
a much higher cost: 10 months at
$100 to $150 a week. Oh, and my
husband and I have a friend who is
a jack-of-all-trades, and he lived
with us for free in exchange for

)r
I

Rock'n'roll end table
J e a ni c lt*e ner MouNr Joy, pENNSyLVANTA

"There was this big uglyblackbox in my living room called a subwoofer
that my husband just couldn't part with. So I took an old end table of
his, chopped the legs off, and set the top right on the subwoofer, which
nrade a perfect base. My new end table looks like one piece, it didn't
cost me anything, and my husband ioves it because he gets to keep his
subwoofer. It's gotta be from the '80s!" What Jeanie Saved: $35O

56 THIAOLDHOUSE.COM OCTOBER zot+ 1 Lcad*r-lr€fired tlsut

allthe help. After we finished, he

moved back in with his mom-to
help her replace her windows."
What Jennifer Saved: $5,OTl
on trash pickup plus many
thousands in labor costs

Formicafur-up
Dorccn Cagno
LITITZ,
PENNSYLVANIA

"lreallywanted

concrete counters,
but making the molds sounded
very involved and they would still
cost over $500. I kept thinking,
There's got to be a way to get the
/ook. I found a photo of a product
called concrete feather f inish, and
I knew I'd seen it before-in my
garage! lVy husband works for a
flooring company. I ran in and
asked him if we could use it on our
countertops, and he said,'Yeah,
that would totally work. lt bonds to
anything.'So we did three coats,
sanded each one, and then sealed
the counters. They've held up
really well, even with three boys."
What Doreen Saved: $45O

Savrrysalvage
Dcb Briscbois
AMHERST,
NEW HAMPSHIRE

"lfound a discarded
wicker chair near a

dumpster, and all it really needed
was a new paint job. I sanded off
the old white and bought a few
cans of brilliant-white spray paint,
and now it looks 100 percent
better. Keeping with the cheap
budget, I wasn'taboutto buya
cushion. They're too expensive!
So lwaited untilthe pet-bed
cushions went on sale and bought
a brightly colored one for $5
that fits the chair perfectly. lt's
comfortable, too."
What Deb Saved: $189.5O
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Who left the
lights on?
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Stop wasting. Start saving.
with a motion sensor light switch from Lutron

Automatic. Hands-free. Smart.
Turns room lights off after you leave.
Turns room lights on as you enter.
Senses daylight and only turns lights on when needed.

Affordably priced-about $20.

Pays for itself-Save up to 50% lighting energy.

lnstall it yourself-Replace your existing light switch
in about 15 minutes.

Works with all light bulbs-even LEDs,

Great for every room: bathrooms, laundry rooms,
garages, kids'rooms.

Available from your local home center, lighting
showroom, or electrical professional.

Visit us at www.ChooseLutron.com
Maestroo occupancy sensor switch
lnterior Destgn Best of Year Award

-

-i:."LUTRON. TI EIYou

@
ffi,:f-E

Technology Report.Savings based on replacing a standard switch with at
Preoared for the Cdifomia Ene{gy Commission. Actui

)ancy sensor in a residence. Source: Heschong Mahone Group. 1999. Ugt
gs rnay \,€ry based on occupant use arong other factors.
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. fat-walletawards

Thewritlngonthewall
Srcphanie
l,larchefti
FITCHBURG,
MASSACHUSETTS

"lnstead of paying for
wallpaper for an accent wall in my
living room, I ordered a couple of
water-based paint pens. Then all I

did was print out a template of a
Moroccan pattern, trace that shape
onto a piece of cardboard-from
the box the pens came in!-and cut
it out to use as a stencil. I down-
loaded a'level'app and then duct-
taped my phone to the stencil and
traced the stencil on the wall until it
wascovered. I spenta halfhoura
night forfour orfive nights, and it
has made a pretty huge difference.
Everyone thinks it's wallpaper-
they always touch it to see."
What Stephanie Saved: $506.39

58 THIaOLDHouaE.Colf ocToBER 2ot4 | Rcdqlcr-Credted ts|ue

dining room, lfound what I wanted

FOR MORE INFORMATION. SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 105

fi F,i'ff#H;r-"#^roo*
"I had some disposable aluminum cookie sheets from the party store,
and it dawned on me that theywould make great faux tin tiles. I cut
squares from the cookie sheets, embossed a pattern, primed them, and
{inished thern with acrylic metallic paint. I used them to create a
backsplash, but theywould make an awesome-looking ceiling. That's
a lot of embossing, though!" What SuzySaved: $ll8

Tocatchaleak
Mary Acrgstcinsson
STOUGHTON,
SASKATCHEWAN,
CANADA

"Our home is more
than 100 years old, and the balcony
above the kitchen is constantly
leaking. lnstead of redoing and
sealing the f loor of the balcony, we
took a rubber pool liner and laid it
in there. Of course, we made sure
it goes up the sides of the balcony.
Presto-nothing has leaked since."
What MarySaved: At least $85O

Colorfulstairs
JauesNolff
BERLIN, WISCONSIN

"After lfinished my
basement, I decided
I wanted a carpet

t
runner for the stairs, but I didn't
want to spend a lot of money. So
I asked myfurniture company if
they had out-of-stock samples
in the back, which I got for f ree. I

chose alternate colors and styles
and simply tacked them down with
carpet tacks. The result is colorful
and comfortable stairs."
WhatJamesSaved: $259

Price-matchscore
Rebccca llatchcr
PLANTCITY, FLORIDA

"While researching
newtileformy
living room and

advertised for $1.58 pertile at a

nearby home center. I live within
a 30-mile radius of two different
locations of the same chain and
am aware that they run different
specials. I checked the price of
the same tile at the second store,
and their close-out sale price was
19 cents per tile-but they only
had L3 pieces left. So I called the
store manager of the f irst location
and asked if he was willing to honor
the company's price-match policy.

He was! And I was able to purchase
$814 worth of tile for $97.85 to
cover 515 square feet. Then I

installed it myself."
What Rebecca Saved: $716.15

Alair rlno{erson
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA

"Get in touch with a
property manager
or an interior

designer-they are always dealing
with people who are moving out or
changing their furnishings. They
will letyou knowASAP if someone
is getting rid of expensive sofas,
cabinets, shelving units, TVs,
etcetera. How reliable is this
method? Well, I have my entire
housefull of freefurniturethat I

paid nothingfor! The onlythingyou
may need, if you're lucky, is a truck
or a moving company for that
90-inch TV or the three-piece black-
lacquer cabinet set. Good luck!"
What Blair Saved: $50,000 t
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WHO KNEW HOT WATER
COULD OFFER SO MUCH

You have enough things to worry about every

day-hot water shouldn't be one of them.

That's why Rinnai Tankless Water Heaters
provide an endless, energy-efficient supply
of hot water whenever, wherever, and for as

long as you need it. Even for multiple tasks at

the same time. No tank, no planning your hot

water usage, and no risk of running out.

Tankless Water Heaters
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Rinnai.

It's a whole new way to think about hot water.

One we're sure you'll find quite enjoyable.

Learn more at www.rinnai.us/thisoldhouse
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You love this rustic touch
We asked TOH fans about slidingbarn doors and got a flood of
que stio ns. He re's otl r answe r By sAr vAGLrcA + pHorocRApHS By RvAN BErvfl

!
nt
t

4owto
b*ild

.a slio{inq
barn o{oir

cosr $378
tttrilE 7 hours over two days
DrFFrcuLrY Easy. Fitting the
pallet boards requires some
f iddling, but the skills are basic.

Track and rollers:
Vintage Sliding Door
Hardware Kit, $27O:

nw a rti san h a rdw a r e. com

MORE TIIAN IpOO OF YOU, including reader
Deborah Beck, wanted to know the best way to
tackle this project. It's easy to see why: Hanging a

door on a track means you don't have to rip open
and reframe a wall for a pocket door. Plus,

mounting hardware is available in all manner of
styles and budgets, and the door options are limitless-from salvage finds to original DIY creations
like this one, a mix of pallet wood and common cedar. Follow along for the how-to from TOH senior
technical editor Mark Powers and to see a gallery of readers' own sliding-barn-door projects.

BUCKS COUNTY. PENNSYLVANIA
"We want to rnstaii a slid:ag
barndoor. Anyideas?"
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DAY-TO-DAY
TIMELINE

. weekendremodel

standoff

1x6 pine
board

panel
adhesive

1x5 pine filler '

strips

salvaged.'
pallet board

floor

Finished dimensions:
38Yi'W x2W'Dx83WH

SATURDAY Build the door (Steps 1-4).
SUNDAYHangthe door (Step 5).

roller deckscrew. 1x4 mounting board

lag bolt

pocket-hole

lx6cedarstile MATERIALS

TOOLS

tape measure
mitersaw
barclamps
drill,/driver
speed clamps
straightedge
combination square
pneumatic nailer
and compressor

caulk gun
pocket-holeiig kit
Ya-inch drill bit
cotton rag

small paintbrush
stud finder
srte-inch drill bit
7a-inch socket
wrench

2-foot level

1x10 cedar
bottom rail

wood glue

screw

Find a cut list at
t h i sol d ho u se.co m / o ct2Ol4.

track and rollers

1x6 pine Get
seven B-footers
for the back.

1x3 strapping Get
one SJooter for
blocking.

1x4 pine Get one
8-footer for the
mounting board.

1x5 pine Get one
1O-footer and two
6Jooters for the
f iller strips.
pallet boards
Salvage about
40 pieces.

1x6 rough common
western red cedar
Get three B-footers

and one 6-footer to
make the face frame.

112-inch deck screws
18-gauge 1Ya-

inch brads for the
pneumatic nailer

LYa-inch pocket-hole
screws

3-inch deck screws
panel construction
adhesive Get two
tubes.

wood glue
paste wax
10O-grit sandpaper
latex paint
door handle

Before lrcubeglin: Measure the width of the door from
the outside edges of the casing, then order a hardware kit
with a track twice that width.

1 IUAKE THE BACK
Al Assemble the boards. For our 30-inch-wide

z

oo

2o

I#

opening, seven 1x6s spanned the casing perfectly; you
may need to rip the pine boards to width. Measure from
the floor to the top of the door casing, then cut the boards
% inch shorter on a miter saw. Gang the boards side by side,
place the blocks along the outside edges, and use long bar
clamps to cinch them together. Square up the assembly
with longer strapping at the top and bottom edges. Screw
the blocks and strapping in place, and remove the clamps.
Bl Addfillerstrips. Use a miter sawto cutthe 1x5 filler
strips accordingto the cut list. Add adhesive and setthe top
rail flush alongthe top ofthe boards; adhere the upper stiles
below it, flush tothe outside edges, and the middle rail below
them. Add the lower stiles and rail, leaving a 1-inch channel
for the floor guide that contains the door. Drive a 1%-inch
deck screw through each strip into each Lx6 it crosses.

62 THIsoLDHoUsE.coM oCToBER zot4 | &eddcr-C{edtcd l!.suc
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Window air conditioning units are noisy, drafty and
unsightly. And installing conventional air duct
systems in old houses often requires carving up
closets and walls at great expense and disruption.

FL
y't*toisy windowA/C keeps you from hearing the TV
y'tose valuable closet space to ductwork
y'$ZO,OOO quotes for central air give you sticker shock

{Oon'tpay to coolor heat rooms you don't use
y'Oust and dirt during installation for a week or more
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Fujitsu mini-splits are today's most advanced
form of heating and air conditioning. One unit
can power up to 8 indoor units simultaneously.
Systems are quick and easy to install.

rf, Wnisper quiet operation

f Comfort only the spaces you use

. Cost effective alternative to central air
vlt Lowers utility bill up to 50%.
d Qri"f, professional installation in as little as a day
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Comfort your house the easy way.
Visit www.constantcomfort.com Tlalcyori 7
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. weekendremodel

2 INSTALL THE PATTERN
Al Cut the chewons. Use a straightedge to mark a

centerline down the door's two inset panels. Set the miter
sawto 45 degrees and cut one end off each pallet board.
Starting at the top rail, butt the mitered ends of two pieces

of similar thickness and color together at the centerline,
forming an arrow. Use a combination square to mark the
boards about 7a inch short of where they overlap the stiles, as shown. Miter the pieces to
length, then dry-fit them. Repeat, one chevron at a time.
B] Cut tlre comers. For the boards that hit the corners, use the combination square to
mark where the piece overlaps the stile and the rail. Cut the two angles on the miter saw,

as shown. After installing the longer pieces, fill the rest of the pattern with scrap, cut to fit.
Cl Install tJre pattern. With the chevrons dry-f it in both panels, lift out one pair of
boards at a time, apply panel adhesive to the undersides, and press them back in place.

Using a pneumatic nailer, tack the boards in place with 17+-inch brads, one near each
corner of each board. Repeat the process, adhering and nailing each pair of boards as

you work down both panels.

TIP For the strongestbond, spread glue on both
edges of thejoint and drill the pocket holes'in the
rail sothatthe screwgirabsthe stile's edge grain.

3 IVAKE THE FACE FRAIUE
Al Drlll pocket holes. At the miter saw, cut the

cedar according to the cut list. Arrange the pieces rough-
face down covering the f iller strips. Clamp a pocket-hole jig

at the end of a rail, even with one edge, and use the kit bit to
drill a hole. Reset the jig along the other edge and repeat. Drill

two pocket holes at each end of the upper and middle rails,
as shown, and three at each end ofthe wider bottom rail.
Bl BulldtheAame. Apply wood glue to the ends of the
rails and the adjoining edges of the mating stiles, then
clamp the frame together. Drive the screws provided with
the kit into the edges of the stiles at each pocket hole, as

shown. Remove the bar clamps.
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HUiisehlue nnt E\rents, Pramotions,
Adrrertiser Product News. Etc

ADVERTISEMENI

Share yow HappiMess
for a chance to win!
What's HappiMess? lt's rolling up your
sleeves, getting your hands dirty and
loving every second of it. Because with
Delta' kitchen and bathroom innovations,
you know you can.

Share your HappiMess photos on
Facebook, Twitter or lnstagram with
#HappiMess and you'll automatically
be entered in the Delta'Faucet
SHappiMess Sweepstakes.

Visit deltafaucet.com/
happimess to learn more

srtdMd-

Color Stays True
Longer'"
lntroducing Valsparo Reserve*.
Our highest quality Paint + Primer
with HydroChromaTM Technology is

4Oo/o moe durable than the leading
premium paint brandl With superior
stain resistance and scrubbability,
the colors you love stay the colors
you love.

*See valsparpaint.com/reserve for
details. Exclusively at Lowe's.

EI!II,iI

BEHR MARQUEE'U'
Interior
lntroducing Behr's most advanced
interior paint ever, BEHR MARQUEE'
lnterior Paint & Primer, with an
exclusive one-coat color collection
that's guaranteed* to help you
quickly achieve a color you love.
Exceplional stain resistance, beauty
and durability will revolutionize the
way you paint.

Exclusively at The Home Depot.

Behr,com

* For details, visit BEHR.com/MARQUEEguarantee

And the Winner 1s...
To celebrate our June Outdoor Living issue, we launched The Living
Alfresco Sweepstakes: a chance for one lucky reader to get a jump
start on building the backyard retreat of their dreams.

Congratulations to Carrie R. of Katy, TX who won a $22,150
outdoor prize package, courtesy of Eldorado Stone, Jacuzzi, and
Wayfair.com!

-
wayfair

This Old House
Wants You!
Become a TOH
HomeTeam member.,

loin our HomeTeam Panel community of readers and fans who
offer opinions and insight to help us provide winning content.
As a member you'll receive exclusive benefits like the chance to
test (and keep) new products, vote on covers, receive early notice
of TOH-sponsored contests, and have

the chance to win TOH premium items.

Register at tohhometeam.com
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FINISH THE DOOR
al Attachthe face frame. Gently remove the

. weekendremodel

4

5

,,#..

^d*f? B

c

*t.

r;"

HANG THE DOOR
Al Attachthemounting,board. At the miter saw, cut a length of 1x4 equal to the length

of the track. We painted ours to match the wall. Use a stud f inder to locate the framing and mark
locations above the head casing. Level the mounting board above the casing and drill pilot holes
through it and into each stud with a 7e-inch bit. Secure it with 3-inch deck screws.

A] Insta[the track. Measure 3Z inch above the casing and mark two spots on the mounting
board. Hold the track flat against the board, with its bottom edge at the marks. Using a 2-foot
level, check that it's level, then mark each lag bolt location on the board. Set the track aside and
drill 7ro-inch pilot holes at each mark. Thread a lag screw through one hole and a standoff and
tighten it-not all the way-using a 7a-inch socket wrench. Ratchet the rest of the lags in place,

then go back and snug them all up.

Cl Rollthe dooron. lnstall a doorstop at one end. With a helper, hoist the door onto the
track and slide it to the stop. lnstall the other stop. Position the L-shaped f loor guide so that
it contains the door in both its open and closed positions. Mark the screw locations, drill pilot
holes, and secure the guide to the floor with the included screws. Position the door handle on the
centerline of the stile, drill %-inch pilot holes, and secure it with the included hardware.

a

watch
contractor

SEE HOW
IT'S DONE
To watch a
video of this

or to
general
Tom Silva

build a barn door, scan
this page with the
Blippar app or go to
thisoldhouse.com/
oct2O14

E

t-

face frame and set it aside. Apply panel adhesive in a

zigzag pattern along the f iller strips. Bring the frame back
to the table and orient it rough-side up, hiding the screws.
Lay it in place, as shown, and align it along all four edges.
Tack it down with 1%-inch brads every 8 inches or so.

Bl Rub onthe finish. Lightly sand the entire door with
1O0-grit paper to knock down any splinters. Use a cotton
rag to rub a liberal amount of paste wax into the wood.

Cl Attachthe rollers. Centerthe rolling hardware on
the width of the cedar stiles. lt may help to remove the
wheels first. Markthe screw locations, drill pilot holes into
the filler-strip edge with a 7a-inch bit, then screw the
hardware in place, as shown. Replace the wheels and
slip the track into their grooves. Measure between the
door and the track to determine how high above the
casing to mount it-% inch for this hardware.
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@rnstrong Get a fresh perspective on an enduring classic with the welcoming warmth of an oak floor.
Made in the USA from premium grade Appalachian timber.

Style Name - Prime Harves{ Oak Collection . Color - Warm Caramel

The experts at your locally owned Abbey Carpet & Floor showroom will help you
find the perfect floor for your lifestyle and your budget.

To find the showroom in your neighborhood and your $100 discount certificate, go to BuyAbbey.com/Offer.

&Floor'
BuyAbbey.com



. weekendremodel

Astorybehind
everydoor
Three readers take three
different approaches to
closing off a room while
adding architectural charm

t*
UpcycledPrenchdoors

"My husband, Matt, and I are big on repurposing
as many original elements of our 100-year-old

home as we can. We saved these French doors
during our renovation and hung them between

the kitchen and the dining room, letting the
sunshine flow through. "

-Shirlcy Nrtson
SOUTHPORT, NORTH CAROLI NA

I
II m

L
Cl,assicZ-shape

"We felt that a more rustic
style of barn door would
work the best with the rest
of our old house. I laid out
boards reclaimed from
myfather's barn until lgot
the basic shape I wanted.
Then I just cut them to
size, nailed it alltogether,
stained and sealed the
wood, and hung itfrom a
track l found on Etsy."

-Jodnnd RnoxYodcr
LAUREL, MARYLAND

r*.p

Repurposedpaneldoor
"Our kitchen was very shiny and white, and I

thought it could use some patina. We salvaged
a panel door and brought it with us from Rhode
lsland, then got allthe pieces we'd need to make
a track for $19 4trom a ranch-supply store here
in Billings. I love that it retains a little of the New
England history."

*Je nnrter fre nch
BILLINGS, MONTANA

.T

(
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bcforc

ABOVE: The exterior boasts the original corbels, but the shutters, copper
gutters, and fiber-cement clapboards are all new. INSET: The l8OOs
farmhouse had been moved and set on a new foundation. OPPOSITE: Tom
and Becky Peterson and son Taylor, 18, gather in the new kitchen, the first
room that was made livable during a whole-house gut redo that stretched
to 10 years. "Every day brought a new miracle," says Becky.
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,
How did one ofyour fellow readers

earn our awe-and a $5,OOO prize? Well,
first he had to "retire" so he could work on

the house full-time. Nicejob!

BYTOM PETERSON . PHOTOGRAPHS BYWENDELLT.WEBBER

STYLI NG BY MARIELLEN MELKER . PRODUCE D BY COLETTE SCANLON

AMERICA'S BTST REMODTL
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Before swttchtng g eors,
my wife, Becky, and I were both in pretty high-octane iobs and beginning to
think one of us should be doing something different. We barely saw each

other, and I'd get home most nights after our son, Taylor, was in bed.
Something had to give. In the end, I decided to make a change. I quit my job
solving problems at a private bank to work full-time fixing up a house.

'We were aheady looking for a fixer-upper near where we were living, in
New Jersey, when I passed this wreck of a farmhouse in the town of
Branchburg. An old red barn sat right behind it-perfect for a dream
workshop. I said to myself, Wow, nou.t there's a pro ject!

The place was on a cul-de-sac surrounded by new houses. It had been

empty for two years, and at one point had been at risk of being razed. But it
was a local landmark, and the neighbors wouldn't have it. Ultimately, the
developer moved the house and the barn to a corner lot and plunked them
onto brand-new foundations.

The house was unusual, nothing like the box-shaped McMansions you
see everywhere. I liked the front porch and could imagine how one in back
would be even sweeter. The place was crying out with potential.

At this point I was officially retired-and getting ready to work harder
than I ever imagined.

I had a million plans for the house, but before we signed on the dotted line,
I checked in with the historic preservation commission. I'd heard horror
stories about renovations screeching to a halt because a roof or a paint color
wasn't acceptable. Local officials came by for a walk-through, and they not
only threw support behind my plans but also gave me the best tip of all time:
Be careful what you throw out. (See "Prize [nside," page T 5.)

Soon we were in a rental nearbS and our household had a new routine.

TOP LEFT: Furniture-inspired cabinets
painted a custom yellow and a
farmhouse sink evoke the home's past.
INSET: The old galley kitchen. Slnk:
Shaws. Faucet: Moen. Range: Viking
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ABOVE: "The lirst time I saw the
kitchen fireplace, I knew how I

wanted to finish it," says Tom,
who made the eating nook's
paneling, mantel, and pine-
topped table. LEFT: The nook is
steps from the granite-topped
island. Palnt: Benjamin Moore's
Van Courtland Blue (fireplace
wall). Floor tile: Daltile. Wine
refrigerators: GE

a ?Ifl:,,"i,1:;"'J"
\l E N s,mi,ar to those LisedB ;'#'*r;.%',:tx1l
app or go to wayf air.com/
thisoldhouse

I I

The 3,020-square-foot house was gutted and
largely retramed and rebuiltwith new joists,
support columns, engineered beams, and a
more open plan, including a large kitchen and
guest suite downstairs and an L-shaped master
suite plus two other bedrooms and a second full
bath upstairs. The porches, wraparound deck,
roof, siding, insulation, windows, exteriortrim,
landscaping, and infrastructure, including
chimney and fireplace work, are also new.

FIRST FLOOR
scale

back deck
= addition

laundry
room

kitchen

FLOOR
PLAI{S

E'

T-

E
family dining
room room

SECOND FLOOR

master bath

office

bath

master
bedroom

bedroom

bedroom

front entry

back porch

bedroom
library
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Becky would jump on the 6 e.u. bus to New York, and

I'd drive Taylor, then 8, to school. I hadn't had a chance

to do that before, and I had no idea how much it would
mean to me over the years to come. Let's just say I've
never missed a football game.

My first encounter with a table saw dates back 20
years, when I was bitten by the furniture-making bug.
From there, my passion widened to woodwork and
built-ins. I couldn't wait to finish this house with casings,

wainscoting, and all the rest.
But fust I had to focus on making sure the place didn't

collapse. The floors weren't level, and they sagged in
spots. Termites had compromised the old beams. Rain
poured in through one wall. The weight of the roof was
pushing out the walls, and we'd need new joists and
support columns.

One thing I've learned through life is that there's a

solution to every problem-you can't let yourself be

overwhelmed. Two general contractors helped with de-

molition and structural repairs. It took about six months
and 15 dumpster loads just to gut the place. The kitchen
joists were so old, they still had bark, and all the siding

BELOW: The dining room's original fireplace came
with this surround of bluestone hand-painted to
mimic marble-but no flue. Pros made it a working
fireplace and faux-finished the walls.

III
was nailed right to the studs. No insulation! All the
plumbing and wiring, even the furnace, had to go. !7ith
the floors opened up, the two chimneys at the center
stood free; we used one as a gauge as we very, very slow-
ly jacked up sections and shimmed the support columns
in the basement to make the first floor level.

We'd knock off at sundown just hoping this thing
would still be standing in the morning. I had a number
of sleepless nights, but the challenge was like a drug.

Becky and I love old houses but we wanted all the
conveniences--central air, a whole-house sound system,

even a central vac. A local architect put our plans on
paper so I could get permits, and I have to tip my hat to
the folks at the building department-they were great,
every step of the way. We reframed walls and installed
joists 12 inches on center because I wanted a house that
was sounder than a bank. To get a big, open kitchen, we
took down walls, which meant adding a 1,100-pound
beam overhead to support the second floor.

To gain space downstairs, we moved the basement
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PRIZtr ilVSIDtr
The Petersons were about to toss the original
hanging fixtures when Tom recalled a local
historian pointing out that they might be worth

I
something. lndeed.'
sending off a photo r

nearby auction hous
guick callback. To th
the estimate was $2
be there when the hri

iixture turned out to

Vhen he got around to
f the foyer lamp to a
:, Rago Arts. hegot a

: couple's astonishment
),000 to $30,000. They
lding began, and guess v

)e ave{y rare antique Sti

made a date to
vhat: That little
ckley. lt sold fo

#

$310,000*or $10,000 more than they paid fo

. .l"6."

il

f I
I

I

TOP LEFT: The family room ceiling coffers are new. The
pine chest in the far corner is something Tom whipped up
ABOVE: The hall bath upstairs only looks old. LEFT: The
original mahogany balustrade and newel post were taken
apart, stripped, and reassembled.
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ABOVE: The upstairs
hall is now lined with

homemade casing and
wainscoting-Tom even

made the chair. The
floor is new guartersawn

white oak. RIGHT: The
master bath overlooks

the garden through a
row of light-filled

windows. Tile: Daltile.
Windows: Pella

EE

ffi
M-ffi

I

II

I

{
I

w

76 THISOLDHOUSE.COM ()C'l'OlltiH 201+

-

lf I was going to work on
the house full-time and
make every iinear foot of
casing from rough-sawn
lumber, lwould need a
better place f or my tools
than a shed. Before we
even moved in, ldesigned
a 700-square-foot
wraparound addition in
back of our two-car barn.
It has plenty of wall space
for pegboard, and flaor
space for lumber and
equipment. Some of the
tools date to when Becky
and lwere f irst married,
and I decided to teach
myself skills by making a

pie safe like one Norm built
on New YankeeWorkshop.
' At the heart of it is an

industrial-grade SCM lVlnt

Max combo machine with
five motors and an 8%-foot
slidingtable. lcan clamP a

n
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stairs. Upstairs, we moved openings to improve the flow
and raised the roof so that you don't have to duck to get

into Taylor's bedroom.
There was one near disaster, after I took apart the

main staircase's mahogany balustrade to have it
stripped. Each baluster had a hand-cut pin to dovetail
into its tread, so I numbered them as I took them out. To
my horror, the numbers got stripped off with the paint,
and I thought I'd never figure out which baluster went
where! But as I like to say, there's a solution to every
problem. Through trial and error, I figured it out.

Once various pros had taken care of the plumbing,
wiring, heating and cooling, chimney work, and dry-
walling, I had a big empty box. This was what I'd been

waiting for-a chance to dream up all the details inside
and out, from interior trim to shutter caps.

I replicated the original casings in my shop, installed
wainscoting in the main halls, and built a lot of furniture
and cabinetry. I even developed a system for installing
bookcases: Start with S-inch-high plywood bases, and
if you get them level, what's on top will be too.

Finally I reached the last thing, the downstairs bath,
this time with a new helper-Taylor. In the time it's taken
to finish this house he's turned 1 8 and started college.

No matter what he chooses to do in life, I hope he is

as happy as I have been working on this house. Becky
agrees. We've already talked about what we'd do if life
presented us with another falling-down house: She'd
keep her day job, and I'd head off to my workshop. t

TOP: Tom enlarged the
masterbedroom. shifted

passageways to create an
open suite with a walk-in

closet and bath, and lavished
it allwith woodwork.

INSET: The old layout was
awkward, with a forlorn

decorative f ireplace between
two doorways. Palnt

Benjamin Moore's Georgian
Green (walls)

., ,::jl

aA CoMPLETEfr+ THETOUR
\l lJ l\ ro rie*

Eifl:[?r:i.,
of this house and see
a gallery of whole-
house runners-up,
scan this page with the
Blippar app or go to
thisoldhouse.com,/
reade12O14

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE iO5
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Thousands ofyou
sent in pictures

ofyour perfected
spaces, hoping

to land in these
pages. Among all

your amazrng
redos, flve reader

remodels really
wonus over-and

won the DIYers
behindthem

$1,000 apiece
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W
WHATTHEY DrD camped out
in an RV while turning their
condemned farmhouse into
a cazy home-complete with
a charming new kitchen--

lljfr
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ta

a

Shannon

a
.,i

I

HER STORY BJ and I have been hob-
byfarmersfor almost a decade, rais-
ingcows, chickens, pigs, and rabbits
forourselves and ourtwo kids-and
a bitof profit. We'd alwayswantedto
own our own land, rather than rent,
and we finallyfound something with-
in our budget: a little 1800s farm-
house foreclosure on 15 acres. At
last, we had our own farm, but since
the place was condemned, we
couldn't exactly move right in. So we
pulled into the driveway in an RV,

and that's where all four of us lived
for two years as we peeled away de-
cades-old layers of sad remodels.

Since we do a lot of our own
butchering and food prep, creating
a functional kitchen was important
to us, but it also had to be inviting.
The existing layout would work, but
the walls were crumbling and the
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ABOVE: An oversize island no\# anchors the

L-shaped kitchen, which had suffered from various
"updates" overtheyears (before). Live-edge open

shelves add to the period farmhouse feeh the
single-basin stainless-steel sink is large enough

to handle farm-to-table food prep. b*fo!L*



wHAr HE uD Gutted a sadly
outdated-carpeted ! 

*third-
floor bath and created a
boutique retreat for guests

HIS STORY A week
after closing on our
1870 ltalianate, my
partner, Rich Ault,
and I had sledge-

hammers in hand, Ourgoal:to reno-

vate the place one room at a time.
That was eight years ago. With full-
time jobs, the overhaul took a little
longer than we'd anticipated. Okay,
a lot longer. And the last major proj-

ect was thethird-floor bath. Why did

we wait so long to tackle this room?

Quite frankly, it terrified us.

Yellow 1960s-era gingham wall-
paper covered the walls (and ceiling,
no less!); smelly brown wall-to-wall
carpeting of a similarvintage padded

the floor; and a hideous vanity with
a Formica countertop dominated
the room. Although we'd removed
the carpet and floorboards early on,

while rewiring the house, not much
else had been done. For years, we
used the space for storage.

I'm a flight attendant and stay in
a lot of hotels with nice baths, so I

knew I wanted our guest bath to feel
like a luxurious oasis. The f irst step
was reconfiguring the cramped
space. An interior linen closet and a
larger hall closet ate up a lot of real

estate. We opened them up, incor-
porating the closet space into the
bath, gaining valuable square foot-
age. Next we tackled the walls: Shal-
low stud bays-only about 2 inches
deep-necessitated building out
at the sink to hide the plumbing.
Since we were already bumping out
the wall, we brought it outfarenough

T.w$
': :' .fi

ABOVE: Family and friends helped
repoint the stone walls of kitchen, an
1850s addition to the existing log
home. The original, pre-addition
windows remain.

cabinets were flimsy, so we tore
those out. When we did, we found
beautiful natural stone that needed

only some repointing. We ripped out
the floors, too, and BJ laid new pine

planks stained to Iook like they're
original. We purchased cabinets and
installed all new appliances, most of
which we were lucky enough to get

forfree from our old rental's owners,

who were doingtheir own remodel.

But we realized we were short on

counterspace and would need more
room for food prep. A woodworker
friend had a large island that had
been custom-built for homeowners
who changed their minds, and we

were able to buy it at a reduced rate.

It's big enough to hold a hog!

BJ hung open wood shelving, and

an antique postal box to store wine,

then added awoodstovewe ownedto
help warm the room during chilly win-

ters. Now it's one of my favorite spac-

es in the house-somewhere we can

allcozy uptogetherand hangout. lt
sure beats gathering around the fold-
down Formica table in the RV.

bcfotc
i "*'t-'

RIGHT: After
removing the old

wallpaper (before),
Brett's partner,

Rich Ault, designed
and installed

board-and-batten
panelingwith a

picture ledge. ln
the shower, marble

tiles are laid in a
running bond
pattern and a

basketweave
design.
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to create niches for extra storage.
The plaster was in such bad shape
that we just covered the rest of the
walls with a mix of board-and-batten
and horizontal planks.

Whilethetub looks rightat home
in the space, it has actually lived all
over the house. We bought it three
years before we staded the renova-
tion, but we couldn't get the beast
up the narrow staircase. lt sat up-
side down in our living room (we
didn't want to risk nicking it) before
we moved it to the dining room,
where it lived for ayear. Good thing
we weren't entertaining a lotl We

moved it to the third floor when we
got around to redoing the stairs,
while the balustrade was removed.

Working with heavy materials
on an upper floor of an old house is
tough. lwish we'd had an elevator;
there are 52 steps from the base-
ment to the third floor. We'd lug
boxes of tile upandthen realizewe'd
forgotten some tool in the base-
ment. But, in the end, all the trips up
and down the stairs were worth it.
We have the guest bath of our
dreams. Now I don't have to rely on
hotel rooms for a spa-like getaway-
I can just go upstairs.
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ABOVE LEFT: Dual pedestal sinks keep the
space feeling open and airy. TOP: Since
nobody can see into the third-floor bath,
the couple eschewed window treatments
in favorof glass display shelves. ABOVE:
The frames of the oval mirrors originally
housed vintage needlepoint from Brett,s
grandfather. A horizontal plank wall conceals
plumbing and adds towel storage.
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wHAr rHEY Dlo Meticulously
restored their ltalianate's
facade by hand-milling cedar
boardsto mimicwalls of
elegant hand-cut stone

HER sToRY You know the saylng
about buying the worst house on

the best street? That's what we did.

We spotted this 1867 ltalianate, a
beauty left to decay for decades,
and made a low offer. But when the
owners countered, I got cold feet
thinking about the ancient kitchen,
leaky roof, and lS-plus windows
that needed replacing. Brian said,
"Tanya, this house has location,

location, LOCATION!" Our house is

in Oak Pqrk, just outside Chicago,

renowned for its period architecture.

After several years of interior
renovations, Brian started work on

the new porch, stripping the alumi-
num siding from the front of the
house to reveal a layer of old, dam-
aged clapboards. Under that, we
were stunned to discover the real
prize: the original 19th-centurY
cypress siding, made to resemble a

stone facade, The tongue-and-
groove boards had been routed with
bevels every 16 inches to look like a

row of blocks. Then the siding was
painted a natural color and textured

duriwE

TOP: New boxwood shrubs comPlement
the ltalianate sflrle. Once an unloved

rental (before), the house's great bones
remained intact. Hidden undertwo newer

layers was the original siding (during).
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(nm)DlNlNG R00M
Richard anol fiuy hurch{iclol

PORT ROYAL, PENNSYLVANIA

wHATTHEY Dro Combined their
livingand dining rooms into
one character-f illed space

HIS STORY When I

asked Amy for her
hand in marriage, in
1974, I was a man of
modest means. As a

house we were buying. I offered her
a third option, too: a dairy cow for
the SO-acre farm the house sits on-
but she knew we'd get one anyway.
She went for the carpeting.

Fofty years, four children, and two
grandchildren later, we'd tired of the
carpeting and our cramped living
quarters; we couldn't squeeze our
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ABOVE: "This house was love at
lirst sight," says Tanya, shown with
Brian and their daughter, Rachel.

with sand. lt's very convincing. We
found the "stone" on just two sides of
the house and decided to restore
what was damaged and carry it
around to the other sides. Easier said
than done! For two years, the house
sat exposed while we searched for a
mill to re-create this material at a
reasonable cost. Tired ofthe Tyvek
wrap-and the drafts-l put my foot
down and told Brian he'd have to
figure out howto do it himself.

Though he's an architect, not a

craftsman, Brian rose to the chal-
lenge. Each of the 100-plus cedar
boards required five setups of tools
and blades for a total of 12 passes to
create the tongues, grooves, and
bevels. The quoins had been re-
moved all along the corners, so he
milled and installedthose, too. There
was, as he says, "sweat, tears, and
plenty of blood" along the way.

We were thrilled to receive a pres-
ervation award from the village, but
the real pleasure is knowing, after
sevenyears of work, that ourhome is

f inally living up to its history.

THE BESTOFTHE REST
To view galleries of the
finalists in all these contest

scan this page

schoolteacher turned farmer, I told
her I could offer her a diamond en-
gagement ring or, if she'd rather,
new carpeting for the 1780s farm-

with or to
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BELOW: Combining the existing
living room (before) and dining
room created space for a table
that expands to seat 2O.
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family together in a single space.
So we set out to combine the living
room and dining room and restore
some period charm.

Our klds helped us tear down the
wallbetweenthetwo rooms and pull

back layers of paneling and plaster,

exposing the original log walls as

well as the stone-and-brick chim-
neys for the fireplaces in our base-

ment. Beneath Amy's moss-green
carpeting, hidden underthree more

ABOVE: Pulling down the ceiling
revealed chestnut joists. INSET:
Now 94, grandma Sara Burchfield
took charge of chinking the logs.

layers of f looring, we discovered
wide-plank chestnut floorboards.
Tearing out the ceiling revealed
chestnut joists and a massive, 16-

inch-square center beam.

We thought it would be a shame

to hide away the woodwork and ma-

sonry for another 200 years, so we

scrubbed them and sprayed them
with a pressurewasher, usingtarps
and sawdust to protect the floors.
It/y mother did the chinking be-

tween the logs, something she'd
never attempted.

We finished the space with new

lights and a farmhouse table large
enough to host four generations of
our family. And as for a diamond
ring? Amy f inally got that, too-back
on our 25th anniversary.
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WHATTHEYDID
Transformed their "average

suburban backyard" into
a bubblingwonderland

HER STORY Back in 1990, when
Steve and I saw the backyard of the
house we'd just bought, my first
thought was: D ustbowl on a hll/. lt was

a steep, barren slope that funneled
water straighttoward the foundation,

which was either a nightmare or, we

decided, a perfect landscaping op-
portunity. We planted trees to stabi-
lize the hill and installed a modest
600-gallon pond nearthe backdoor,
and were quite pleased with it all.

Until, that is, we got garden envy

aftergoingon several ofthe Pond-O-

Ramatours held in St. Louis each year

and seeing all the elaborate water
features. Figuring, "Hey, we could do

that ourselves," we decided to fully
landscape our half-acre yard, creat-
ing a waterfall as the centerpiece. lt
would cascade f rom the high point of
the slope, split into two streams, and

feed a large pond filledwith lilies and

koi. lgnorance was bliss!

It took us two years, working ev-
ery available weekend, to complete
the project. With the first bite of the
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LEFT: The Metzlers split
the stream just as it
starts to run, creating a

lush island bed with a
station clock as its focal
point. They found several
large, flat stones mixed
in with a pallet of river
rock and used them as
bridges. OPPOSITE: The
half-acre lot started out
as mostly lawn (before).

shovel, we hit bedrock. lt
required a jackhammer,
pickaxes, and, ultimately,
a backhoe to carve out
the hole for the 2,500-
gallon pond. lttook many
more hours of shoveling
to hew the hillside for the
waterfall and dig chan-
nels for the streams. Us-

ing just a hand truck,
Steve and I moved more
than 8tons of river rock uphill, two or
three stones at a time, and fit them
like a giant puzzle-with plenty of
arguing along the way. lt was mis-
erable work and, to say the least, a
happy day when we finally turned
on the water.

While the water feature is the
star, l'm proud of the gardens, too.
We have four seasons of interest,
thanks to 250 varieties of hosta, 6O
varieties of daylily, 17 different Japa-
nese maples, and dozens of other
perennials and shrubs.

We love our yard and can't be-
lieve we did this ourselves. Now it's
our garden that's a hot ticket on the
Pond-O-Ramatourl I

ABOVE: "Steve's the
pond guy, I'm the plant

nut," says Terry. "l
can't resist adding

more flowers to the
garden every spring!"

TOP RIGHT: A clever
placement of stones and

plants at the top of the
hill creates the illusion

that the waterfall is fed
by a natural stream.

RIGHT: A pump keeps
the water rushing at

4,50O gallons per hour,
eliminating any chance

of it stagnating.

FOR [,4ORE INFORN,IATION. SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 105

.*r: , .i iar
a

i

'l

? {if.ff

-.\B

=€*t#ii
t

I

f- ,--,it'1 :Fr

ltt
.tir'

;'-r:
z

d

i
o

o
o

+
:.:,., ...,** G

,=

:

-t
{

a.

..*
l

t



LLLLLLL

Hats off to you
superheroes ofthe

home. Whether
saving a historic
plantation from
fauna gone wild

or making a

miracle with
power tools, these
honorees proved

their mettle

THE ..BRING
!T ON HOME''
AWARD
Kris ffiunsch

HAYS, KANSAS

Feeling lost
after his 16-

year-old son,
Blake, died in a

car wreck, Kris
sold the house he and his boy had renovated as a team. " l was trying to run
from the painJ'he says. He used savings to travel from state to state, building
birdhouses for strangers, until an urge called him back to Hays. Once there,
he learned that the house directly across from the one he'd rebuilt with
Blake was for sale. Empty for 40 years, the 1908 Craftsman (above) was so
dilapidated that Kris was the only bidder. lt proved to be the toughest project
he ever took on-he still recalls the day he lugged fifty 12{oot pieces of
drywall upthree stories-but it healed his soul. "l'd feel Blake's spiritguiding
me. Now I look at the house we did together and think, lt's good to be homel'

THE "GATHERS
NO MOSS"AWARD
\hcry{ Kinolle fullner
EVERSON, WASHINGTON

The first big challenge Sheryl
tackled after successfu lly battling
breast cancer was to banish the
moss on her roof. She experimented
with numerous options-including
a supersized squirt gun-before
filling a plant sprayer with moss
killer and scrambling up a ladder
to vanquish the ghastly growth.
"I felt triumphant," Sheryl says.

"I got my body track!"

THE "LONG HAUL" AWARD
J** Lano{sberqer sr. pAUL, rurNNESorA

lf patience is a virtue,Joe will have a comfy spot in
heaven: lt took him 35 years to remodel the 1880s

Stick Style home he bought in i979. He started with
no tools (or skills) but ample perseverance.This

timeline shows his progress through the years.

BYNINAMALKIN
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THE "CREATURE
FEATURE'' AWARD
iohn hav anol Sfeve
Sfonebraker
EDENTON, NORTH CAROLINA"Tb getto the

bathroom during
our reno, we'dwqlk

o 2o-footwood
plank lcross open

joists-pretty scary
at night!"

-Zentd ano{UVern
Aenner

PERKASIE, PENNSYLVANIA

Athol Plantatioru

I * :ffi':,1T#"'*,:t;
,G7 people.surrouncieo
!:5.:-- : byswamp, the place

was lousywith snakes, bats, and
bugs. "Itwas like a Stephen Kingstory" Steve says. The
spookiestpart? The buzzing in the walls. "We drilled a few
holes andtheystartedto ooze," John says. The goo turned
out to be the work of industrious honeybees, whose colony
ran 36 feet from basement to attic. Now restored to its full
splendor, the antebellum belle would make Scarlett tear up.

THE "BOUNCE
BACK'' AWARD
4aanda Lebel ano{
Davio{Lebe I
ASHFORD, CONNECTICUT

This father-
daughter duo was
set to remodel the
dingy bathroom in

Amanda's log
cabin. Then a sudden fall left David
with a brain injury requiring three
surgeries and major rehab. "He

needed to relearn how to walk,
talk, eat, do everything," Amanda
says. Yet within six months David

was raring to go. "lt was amazing to hear him speak his thought process

aloud, figuring out how to wire switches or manipulate pipes," says
Amanda. "That's how I knew he was all rightJ'

THE "CORDLESS
CHRISTMAS''
AWARD
DarleenYoung
RANDOLPH, MAINE

Unwilling to let a power outage
spoil Christmas, Darleen used
her cordless reciprocating

sawto build an oven out of
; cardboard. Covered infoil and

set on akerosene heater, it
bakedtheham. Nextshe
chuckedamixingbeater
in her cordless drill to
whipuphersweet

potatoes. "Nothingt
impossible if
you stay calm,"

Darleen says.

1980 1990 2000 2070

Joe builds first
addition. ln other
news... The first

personal computer,
the Commodore 64,
goes on sale; Prince

William is born

Joe replaces
baseboards,

doonvays, and walls.
ln other news...

Markets crash on
Black Monday;

Prozac is released

Joe builds cupola
and re-sides garage.

ln other news...
Google is founded;
Clinton-Lewinsky
political scandal

breaks

Joe builds third
addition. ln other
news... Hurricane
Katrina hits New

Orleans; White Sox
win first World

Series since 1917

Joe remodels his
kitchen a second

time. ln other
news... Obamacare
enrollment begins;
royal baby Prince
George is born i
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We asked. And you delivered. Once again, you ve sent

us scores of ingenious ways to save time, money,
and aggravation using nothing more than the everyday

stuffpeople have around the house. Here are
the best-the most original-of the bunch

1_ Ant repellent
Have an ant problem? Spread
cinnamon across the path where
they're enteringthe room. They'll
avoid it like the plague.

*b*w {.liis
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

2_ Finishing-nail
remover
The neatest way to
extract finishing nails

embedded in old molding is to pull

them through from the molding's
back side, of course. But the usual
tools-hammers, cat's paws, and
nippers-all put sideways pressure
on the wood, which can crack it.

That's why I use a pop-rivet gun:

Slip it overthe point and rt'll pullthe
nail straight through the material.

IMIDDLETON, WISCONSIN

3_ Safe thistle killer
To get rid of these noxious weeds,
spray their leaves or douse their
roots with white vinegar. They
don't come back.

-JnNrt Mdin BARRY, ILLINOIS

4_ Plastic-pipewrench
Tightening those winged plastic
nuts used on toilet seats is tough
on fingers. I took a short length of
1-inch-diameter PVC pipe and used

88 THIsoLDHousE.coM ocToBER zot+ | &eader-;dcdrcd $su€

a hacksaw to make four equally
spaced notches, Ts inch wide and
% inch deep, in one end. The
notches f it over the wings, so all
you have to do is twist the pipe to
tighten (or loosen) the nuts.

*#yr'on F,oubaaes
SUGAR CREEK, OHIO

S_Saw-blade storage
I protect and store my circular
10-inch saw blades in a neat stack
of 5-gallon-bucket lids. To identify
each blade and the last time it was
sharpened, lwrite on eabh lid's
edge with lVagic [r/arker.

-&eorge Pcltier
TVENOMONIE, WISCONSIN

5_ lnstant aging
tonic forwood
To make new pine

boards look like old
barnwood, put rusted nails in a jar
of vinegar for a f ew days. When you
brush on the solution, it turns the
pine a lovely grayish color.

-kcm1-Lynn l4ocde
WILLIAIVS, ARIZONA

7_ Makeshift concrete form
The instructions for installing a

basketball backboard pole called
for a cylindrical concrete footing. I

made my own crude form by kerfing
and snapping a piece of drywallat
regular intervals, every inch or so,

leavingthe inside paper layer intact.
ln the hole, backfill held the form in
place as I dumped in the concrete.

*k6/inNallace
MANCHESTER, MISSOURI

8_ Revive old O-rings
I had a hard time finding the
correct O-rings to fix a leaky faucet,
so I rubbed a dab of silicone paste
on the old, dried-out ones. lt
brought them back, good as new.
No more leaks.

*,trtilur €. &reen
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
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5 e HELP ON WHEELS
lcouldn't carry
the heavy plywood
and N/DF panels
by myself from my
garage workshop
to the kitchen I

was rebuilding, so I

enlisted some help:
my son's skateboard.
It's also perfect for
moving drywall.n



huy Parish
GLENDALE, ARIZONA

SPLINTER-FREE GRIPS
tt/y wheelbarrow handles were
worn and full of splinters, so I

covered them with discarded inner
tubes from the bike shop. I dressed
the ends of the handles with liquid
electricaltape and secured the
grips with regular electrical tape.

10_ Plasticwrap
stops paint
Glad Press'n Seal
plastic wrap is

fantastic for protectlng surfaces
from paint drips and errant brushes
and rollers because it sticks so well

to itself and other surfaces. I've

used it on the backs of toilettanks,
exposed pipes, and baseboard

heater covers, to name a few. lt's
faster and less fussy than taping up

sheets of masking paper. When I'm
painting, l'm neverwithout it.

-Lisa Schroeck
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA

11_ Hair dryer for hotglue
lf you need to remove leftover
globs of hot-meltglue stuckto
a surface and don't want to risk
gouging or tearing it, soften up the
globs with a hair dryer, set on HteH,

for 30 seconds. Then you can pop

them off with a putty knife.

-ltarryBctzcl
ROMEOVILLE, ILLINOIS

12_ Ready-made French cleat
The ramped aluminumtrim pieces

for carpet edging-the kind you see

at thresholds-make great French

cleats for hanging pictures. Cut a

length and mount it level, with the
screw holes flat against the wall
and the angled edge pointing up
and out. Then cut a piece the same
length and mount it on the picture
with the angled part facing down.
Just nest the picture cleat in the
wall cleat. Easy, cheap, and secure.

-Saauel tlilo{refh
WARRENSBURG, N/ ISSOURI

14_ Varnish vanisher
lf I get varnish on my hands, l'll rub
on some petroleum jelly and then
wipethem clean with a papertowel.
The jelly takes the varnish right off .

*6rin1sborne
COXS CREEK, KENTUCKY

15* Easy
estimator
To estimate how
many cubicyards

of materialyou need to cover
anarealo a certain depth, you
can use an online calculator or a
physical one to divide 324 into the
square footage, times the depth.
But here's a simple wayto do the
calculation in your head that gets
you close enough. tVultiply the
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square footage you want to cover
by the depth (in inches) of the
coverage. Multiply the result by
3 and divide by 1,000. For example,
to cover a 200-square-foot
garden with 2 inches of topsoil:
2OO x 2= 400. 4OO x 3 = 1,200.
1,200/1,000 = 1.2 cubic yards.

-jia idcock
BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON

16-Waspsaway
To get rid of
yellow-jacket nests
safely-without

handling chemicals or getting
stung-connect your wet,/dry vac
to enough sections of PVC pipe to
reach the nest from the ground.
Prop or hangthe pipe a few inches
from the nest entrance, switch on
the vac, and let it run. Every wasp
coming or going gets sucked up
and swiftly laid to rest.

*Jia l\arfin PARrvtA, oHto

17_ Cleaner for
dishwashers
When the inside
of my dishwasher

gets dirty from minerals and soap
scum, I put a scoop of Tang orange
drink in the empty dishwasher
and run it for a full cycle. When it's
done, the inside is spotless.

-Joseph Silva
WH ITIUAN, MASSACH USETTS

18_ Handheld bitguide
I had to drill a hole through a round
metal bar, but I couldn't keep the
bitfrom wandering. So I drilled a

small hole in a wood plug, then held
it against the bar to steady the bit
long enough to get the hole started.

-PaulMartin
TINLEY PARK. ILLINOIS

19_ Mastic remover
Ripping out our old linoleum floor
was easy, but the black mastic

Curtis Nhite
CORONA, CALIFORNIA

PAM TO
THE RESCUE
Before painting, I

spray cooking oil on
the roller frame so
that the roller covers
will slide off easily
when l'm done.

underneath remained stuck to the
wood f loor no matterwhat
adhesive remover we tried. Then
our dog peed on it. As we cleaned
up his mess, the glue came right
off! So we bought a gallon of
household ammonia and a spray
bottle and followed this procedure:
Spray the ammonia, let it sit, scrape
off the goo. Repeat if necessary.
Allthe mastic came off, and our
refinished floors look beautifull

-Ri chard ano{ D o nna J o- ;
THOMASVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

21_Two tapes stop dust
During demolition, when I need an

enclosure to contain dust inside a
house, I use this two-tape method
to secure plastic drop cloths
around door openings: First, place
strips of painter's tape on the wall.
Then stick the plastic sheets to
those strips using duct tape. That
way, there's no worry about the
plastic coming loose or the duct
tape lifting the paint or leaving
sticky residue on the wall.

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

22_Pulty
softener
To soften old, hard
plumber's putty or

23_Cheapwayto
scrub sanding belts
When sawdust clogs rny sanding
belts, I get rid of it with a 6-inch
piece of old vinyl garden hose. I

clamp the sanderto a bench and
turn it on, then I rub the cut end of
the hose againstthe moving belt.
The sawdust comes right off.

-Stcvc Fuller
EASTTILBURY, ESSEX, U.K. 
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glazing compound, stick it in a

microwave for about 15 seconds.
lf it's in a metal can, take out a hunk
and nuke it on a paper towel.

-Daq liiiie r ELGIN. tLLtNols5



Ourback-page column is
the place where manyof

you dream offindingyour
nexthome. The three

families in this story have
donejustthaf moving
heaven and earth-and
in one case, the house
itself-forthe chance
to make thatfantasy a

reality. Here's how they
polished up their

diamonds inthe rough

BYPAULHOPE

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

D EBO RAH WH ITLAW LLEWELLYN

STYLING BYTHEA BEASLEY
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1 STORIED FARMSTEAD

"When I look back, we were really crazy to do this," jokes

Scott Pluckhahn, fondly recalling the day he and partner
Keith Crosby committed to buying and restoring the
1,200-square-foot Housworth farmhouse, just outside of
Atlanta. The Georgia natives had been living in a cottage
nearby when they first toured the historic home, which

LITHONIA, GEORGIA TSSUE: MAY 2012

was for sale two years before it appeared in the
magazine's Save This Old House column. "We were
looking for something with an interesting history," says
Scott. "We just loved that it had only been owned by one
family. lt looked like it was frozen in time, it was so rustic!"

"Rustic" was a generous description of the place: The

a

i-,!

OCTOBEIT 2014 THISOLDHOUSE.COM 93

I
Li

tr r:-
a-=
1.1

i'*
r'

..t;:.*

vi*.{

)!

,.f:

[4.i-...

a
1t
r'r,
{,t

i': tia !
t*,&

ln a nod tothe house's
origins as a farmer's cottage,

Scott Ptuckhahn and Keith
Crosby (OPPOSITE) grow
cotton and tobacco in the

parterre garden.



THIS OLD HOUSE SAVED

LEFT: Original pine boards
plank the walls, floor, and
ceiling in the living room.
The space also retains what
is believed to be the original
wood mantel, which was
likely stained black to conceal
soot. BELOWT Agranite
fireplace partially heats the
combination kitchen and
dining room, The stones were
quarried over 150 years ago
from nearby Arabia Mountain.

leaking roof, rotted siding, and collapsing porches might
have sent many a buyer scurrying. But Scott and Keith
saw past those problems to the original 1840s details,
such as the intact pine paneling and the granite
fireplace, and they loved the picturesque setting,
which included a seven-acre parcel.

Built by the Housworth family, who farmed the plot
and drew their water from a nearby creek (indoor
plumbing didn't arrive untilthe 1980s), the house had
barely escaped General Sherman's March to the Sea,
which left much of the area ravaged. Learning it was
slated to appear in the pages of Ihls Old House really
kicked the couple's decision-making into high gear. "We

knew it wouldn't be long before another reader swept
in and bought the place," recalls Scott.

Soon after, with the purchase complete, they got to
work. "Lots of people would have covered up the dark
paneling inside," says Keith. "But we have a deep
appreciation for early American history, so we did
everything to preserve the original integrity of the house."
The couple opted to have a period-appropriate cedar-
shake roof installed and replaced about half of the lap
siding before painting the exterior. The front porch,
enclosed during a 1980s renovation, was opened up and
restored. Determined to preserve the southern-yellow-
pine walls and ceilings, which miraculously had never
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MOREUPDATES!
Wonder what happened to
other Save This Old House
subjects? To find out, scan
this page with the Blippar
to thisoldhouse.comlsave

TOP LEFT: The bathroom features a
freestanding vanity and a claw-foot tub,
to prevent damaging the wall paneling.

ABOVE and TOP RIGHT: Cotton bolls trom
the garden hark back to the farmstead's

early days, as do thread spools used as
drawer pulls. The original owners would
have had these in abundance and might

have used them in lieu of fancier
hardware. ABOVE RIGHT: The master

bedroom's nine-over-nine windows are
replications of an intact original Scott

and Keith found during the renovation.

app or go

been painted, Scott and Keith set about hand-scrubbing
the boards themselves and left them in their original
state. "There were certainly hiccups along the way," says
Scott, "like the downpour that came when a portion of the
roof was still missing! Thankfully, Keith was home and
managed to jury-rig a tarp and a section of pipe to route
the water out through a nearby window."

As a blueprint for much of the renovation, the couple
relled on a similar house from the period, which had been
restored by the Atlanta History Center, not far from their
house. The restoration now complete, the couple has
since opened their home to the public, conducting tours
of the house and surrounding land. "We see it as a

chance to educate people on life in the South before
the CivilWar," says Keith. On one recent occasion,
Housworth descendants stopped by after a family
reunion to tour the home many of them remembered
from childhood. "To know that the great-grandson of
your home's first owners is standing in your living room,
admiring the work you've done, is pretty incredible," says
Scott" " lt doesn't get much better than that. "
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THIS OLD HOUSE SAVED

BELOW: The handsome Stick Style house was cut
into panels and trucked more than 170 miles, from

Biddeford, Maine, to Deer lsle, before being rebuilt on a
new lot. TOP RIGHT: Restored window bays were fitted
with bench seating to create reading nooks throughout
the house. BOTTOM RIGHT: The large kitchen occupies
a replica of the 1920s addition that was left in Biddeford

but reproduced after the house was moved.

COASTALRETREAT
Damon and Ciuo{y geyer DEERTsLE, MAINE i rssUE:JANUARv/FEBRUARy2ool

"When I saw the house, I knew it could be

my one shot at having the vacation house
of my dreams," says Damon Beyer, a

seemingly unlikely candidate for buying
and moving a massive 5,600-square-foot

Stick Style house in lt/aine. A resident of Texas, Damon
first got a glimpse of the place on the back page of fOH
during a layover at the Phoenix airport while traveling on
business. He f rantically called his wife, Cindy, who
encouraged him to see the house for himself .

Some quick rejiggering of his return flight allowed for a

stopover in N/aine, where he'd arranged to tour the house
and meet with an architect and house mover. "lt was a

total mess, but ljust loved it anyway," he says. "The stick
work was completely intact, and the casings around the

bay windows were simply stunning." A short time later,
the couple signed the papers, payingjust $1 for the deed,
and embarked on the lengthy odyssey of disassembling,
moving, and rebuildingthe place on Deer lsle, the only
coastal area nearby with zoning laws that would permit
the home to be rebuilt to its original height of 36 feet. The
lot they purchased came with a smallfarmhouse, which
Damon restored so that he, Cindy, and theirtwo children
had a place to stay while the main house was rebuilt.

Four years later, the family was able to move in. What
was supposed to be lust a summer house hai become a

favorite getaway-the family has spent Christmas there
for the past f ive years. " lt was a huge struggle to pull this
off," Damon admits, "but I'm so glad we did. In our entire
lives, we never could have found anything else quite like it."
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HEARTLAND HOMESTEAD
,Inn anol Kevin tlutschlcf pExrrrr, TNDTANA ISSUE: OCTOBER 2010

"lf we didn't buythis house, I knew we'd
regret it for the rest of our lives," says Ann
lt4utschler, who, with her husband, Kevin,
decided to ditch their fast-paced lives in
San Jose, California, buy their dream

home, and move across the country with their two
children. "Kevin and I had always wanted to restore an old
farmhouse together," says Ann. "lt just happened to be in
lndiana." Ann had never even visited the Hoosier State, let
alone considered living there. But after reading about the
quaint Gothic Revival online, Kevin flew out to see it for
himself . Standing in f ront of the house for the f irst time,
he called Ann and said simply: "lt feels like home." He
shot a quick video before returning to show the family.
" l remember tearing up when we watched Kevin's video, "

says Ann. "l sawthe sweet porch wrth gingerbread trim,

and the grassy f ields all around, and I knew immediately
it was the life I wanted for my kids."

Six weeks later it was theirs, and the family flew across
the country to take up residence in an apartment around
the cornerfrom their new home. lttook Kevin nearly nine
months of hard work before the family could move in; a
few unexpected discoveries, including rotted ioists and
structural beams, pushed the timeline back.

There's stillworkto be done, like replacing
f loors in the living room and tackling the second-
floor bedrooms, but the family is steadfast in its
commitment to the place. "l knew plenty of people
would tell us we were crazy for doing this," says
Ann, "but I'm amazed how many have confessed
that they've often dreamed of doing the same thing,
And we get to live that dream every single day."

hisoldbcArsesa{e

EI

ABOVE: The circa-l850s farmhouse got a new coat of paint and a white
picket fence. TOP LEFT: The kitchen looks out onto pastureland that
the family uses for vegetable gardens and raising chickens. LEFT: From
the beginning, Ann and Kevin were determined to do as much of the
work themselves as they could-Kevin built in the medicine cabinet in
the bathroom, and they salvaged the pedestal sink. i
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35TH AilHIV€RSARY

RichardTrsfhsvsv

ord Advertisement

FouR QUESTTONS FOR

Plumbing & Heating Expert af This

You appeared in the very first season ol This Old HouseTY. How has the
production of the show evolved over the years?
When we first started, we shot scenes using one big camera with a cable
that was connected to a van full of video gear, and the director spoke to
the crew through a beat-up speaker inside the house. Now, with handheld
video monitors and wireless microphones, we're more nimble.
And we have smaller digital and infrared cameras that can shoot in
tight spaces and behind walls, so viewers don't miss a thing.

Are there HVAG innovations that excite you?

Electric heat pump inverter technology. Traditional units
are either 100/o on or off. These cold-weather heat pumps
use sensors to vary compressor speed based on need,
delivering maximum comfort and consuming minimal
energy. l'm also impressed by heating and cooling
systems that have become so small and efficient that
some can be tucked into a closet-and that's been
critical in Charlestown, where the home is a small
rowhouse.

Charlestown, the site of this season's first project house,
has special meaning for you. Why?

Stunning architecture, and even new-builds that are respectful
of the past, make Charlestown one of my favorite neighbor-
hoods. I actually live there on my sailboat from November to
April, just about a mile and half from the job site.

What can we expect to see you doing in Charlestown this season?
l'm excited about sharing Charlestown's rich history and attractions.
This season l'll visit the Charles W. Morgan, America's oldest commercial
ship still afloat, as it prepares to sail for the first time in 100 years.

l'll tour Graves Light, the tallest lighthouse in the approaches to the Port
of Boston, and l'll learn more about the fascinating engineering behind the
Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge, one of the widest cable'stayed bridges
in the world.

SPONSORED BY
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PBS TUNE IN FOR NEW EPISODES ON PBS
Check local listings or watch at thisoldhouse.com/watchTOH

$';



ASI (
i

CRANKY CASEN/ENTS UNGROUNDED OUTLETS
LUIMPY LANDSCAPE COLD SHOWERS IVORE
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How do I clean
rust offthe
tools I got from
myfather?/ ,

t -Robcrt kokcr
KENNESAW. GA,

I I

f
--1*

These
planes
of mine
were once
covered inI rust too, but I got rid

of it by using a 6-amp
battery charger and a
baking-soda solution-
ltablespoon pergallon
of water-in a S-gallon
bucket. I clipped the
charger's black cable
to a plane body, minus
its wood or brass parts,
and dunked it into the
solution. Then, with the
red cable clipped to a
partially submerged
piece of clean steel
that wasn't touching
the plane, I cranked up
the charger. Several
hours later, the electric
current had lifted allthe
rust off the plane. After a
light wire brushing and a
coat of Boeshield spray,
my planes have been
rust-free ever since.

-Richdrot ftill
SUFFOLK, VA.
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Asl< THrs oLD HousE

Ourcast
ofreader

experts

GERRYPOMANTI MICHAELBOND
Master plumber with G4 General contractor; owner
Mechanical Services. in
Thunder Bay, Ontario.
Years in the trade: 30+

of MLB Construction in
Needham Heights, l\,4ass.
Years in the trade: 15+

MAURICETURGEON TEDCARTER
Master electrician; owner of Landscape designer; owner
The Semi-Retired Electrician, of Ted Carter lnspired
in Wilsonville, Ala. Years in Landscapes, in Buxton, l\,4aine.
the trade: 50+ Years in the trade: 4O+

Our usual cast 0f TOH
TV regulars*Tom,
Norrn, Riehard, Roger,
and Kevin-istakinga
wel l-deserved break this
month from providing
their expert advice and
guidance. So we
recruited a group of
yourfellow readers,
pros from our online
community, to pitch
in and answeryour
home-improvernent
questions. The show
guys will be back next
issue, but if you need
help before then, pay
a visit to TOH's online
discussion boards at
advice.thisoldhouse
.com or facebook.com,/
thisoldhouse

The swing-out sashes on
casement windows operate

within tighter tolerances than
those on double-hungs, so they

require more care to install.

IOO THISOLDHOUSE.COM OCTOBER zot+ | t\t a der- Crc dt. d{ t : : u.

I left
wind

wood casement
open for most of the

summ no\M some won't close
there anywayto fixthis

probl mthe inside?
_ELENA SANTANGELO, NORRISTOWN. PA-
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cold-water

t4ichaclAonol rcplics: Unless the
hinges or opening mechanisms are
broken, two things could be going
on. Either the sashes were unfin-
ished and swelled up in the summer
humidity or the windows weren't
installed properly to begin with.

If swelling is the problem, ry
again to close them after a week or
two of dry weather. If they shut,
make it a priority to get a couple of
coats of paint or a clear finish on
them right away.

Now, if the sashes still won't shut
even when dry incorrect installation
is probably the cause. Casements,
more than any other window rype,
need to be securely and precisely an-
chored so that they don't fall out of
square. You can see for yourself if
that's the problem by holding a level
against the side jambs to check them
for plumb and against the sill to
check for level. If either of them is
out of whack, the window will have
to be removed and reinstalled.

Since your windows are new, I
would call the installer, explain the
problem, and ask him to take a look.
If that route doesn't get results, call
the manufacturer. They can usually
send a technician outto assess and fix
things at no charge to you.

Where's the hot water?
Our shower delivers very

little hot water, but our other
fixtures are fine. ls it safe
to run a snake down the PEX
tubing to unclog it?

-SCOTT MATSON, BURLESON, TEXAS

herry Pouanti replics: Because
you have decent flow through the
other hot-water oudets, I suspect the
problem is with the shower valve
itself, not the water-supply pipes;
any debris inside a PEX supply pipe
would be pushed to the valve any-

An inadequate, low flow of hot or cold water from a showerhead
may indicate that debris is clogging the shower valve.

way. Here are a few things you can
do to troubleshoot the valve.

The hot-water stop on the valve
body may be partly closed. To get to
this stop, remove the handle and
wall plate and look in the wall cavity
for a threaded rod on the left side of
the valve body, near where the hot-
water supply pipe is attached. If the
slot on the end of the rod isn't hori-
zontal-in the open position-turn
it with a screwdriver until ir is.

Still not enough hot water? Try
adjusting the temperature limirer,
which controls how far you turn the
handle. To access it, take off only the
handle; the limiter sits right behind
it. In most cases, you pull the limiter
out of its notched housing around
the valve stem, turn it counterclock-
wise slightln and slide it back in.
Replace the handle and see if the
water gets hot enough. Make these
adjustments in small steps-you
don't want scalding water to come
out ofthe showerhead.

If that doesn't help, debris in the
cartridge may be impeding the flow.
Take off the handle and wall plate
and shut off the water supply at the
stops on both sides ofthe valve body
(or at the main shutoff). Then re-
move the valve cap or bomet nut and
pull out the cartridge. (For a sche-
matic diagram of your valve's parts,

go to the manufacturer's website.)
If there's any debris, you can flush it
out at the sink by running warer
through its pons. Once you put every-
thing back in reverse order and turn
on the water supply, you should have
plenry of hot water.

Rough lawn
The acre ofyard around our

house is a lumpy mess of grass,
buried tree stumps, and patches
of dirt and weeds. What's the best
way to level the lawn ourselves?

-CATHERINE PHILLIPS.
TOPSFIELD, MASS.

Ted Carfer rcplics: Vhile it's pos-
sible that you and your husband
could tackle this project yourselves,
I think you'll both run out ofenergy
long before it's done.

For a properry the size ofyours, it
would make a lot of sense to hire a
good excavating contractor. He'll
have the heavy equipment that can
smooth out the lumps and remove
the rotting stumps, and he'll have the
skill to regrade your property so that
water drains away from the house.

Just make sure to ask him to dress
his work with at least 4 inches of
good topsoil, the minimum needed
to grow a decent lawn.

t.

hot-watdr
stop

stop
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OF THE WEEK

Mor*
More

saY;*s.
doing:

HOW TO PROPAGATE
FALL PERENNIALS

INTO SPRING PIANTS

Photo JohncloletlAhmy

lf you've got favorite plants such as
coleus, geraniums, and impatiens
still looking lush in your garden right
now, and you live someplace with a
real winter, think about propagating
them before they wither away.

Any tender perennial - plants
grown as annuals wherever there's
a sustained hard freeze-can be
grown from simple-to-take cuttings.
Harvest small stems before the
first prolonged frost, pot them up
indoors, and they'lltake root over
the winter in time to fill in bare areas
in your landscape come spring.
Just park them on a south-facing
windowsilland watch them grow.

You'll find all the tools and supplies
necessary for this-and any-
home project at The Home Depot
nearest you.

Asl OLD HOUSE

ffi
"As tool restorers, we're
always hunting for the old
and unusual. We found this
atayardsale. Canyou

o

guess what it's for?"
-l(i chelc ana( Ron Auscn

NASHVILLE

oo
Grabs onto big

timber beams so
that they can be

twisted into place.

Stretches
barbed-wire

fencing, making it
nice and taut.

Keeps rolls of
paper towels

clean and neat on
job sites.

o
Squeezes together
loose bricks so that
they can be carried

with one hand.

FOR THE ANSWER, SEE PAGE 104

Groundanoutlet
My satellite-TV supplier says its

equipment needs a grounded outlet,
but our l94os house has only two
wires. Can anything be done, short
of rewiring the house?

-NELLO BURIAN SR.. HARTSVILLE, S,C.

l4aurice f urgeon re plics: Sure, it's easy

enough to ground one or tlvo receptacles.

And you really should do it for any recep-

tacle that powers an electronic device, be-

cause without a ground, delicate circuitry
can be damaged by lightning, power surges,

or even static electricity.
You'll need a modern three-wire, tamper-

resistant (TR) receptacle, a Ul-approved
bronze or copper ground clamp and
screw, and enough l2-gauge copper wire-
either bare or with green insulation-to
reach from the receptacle to an acceptable
grounding location. An acceptable loca-
tion would be either the metal water-main
supply pipe or, if the main is plastic, a

grounding rod buried outside.
To start, shut off the power to the circuit

you're working on and check the receptacle

end to make sure it's dead. Given the age

of your house, your receptacles are prob-
ably mounted in metal boxes. If so, attach

a short lengh of ground wire-a pigail-
to the box with a ground screw, then use

a wire nut to connect this wire to a pigtail
from the receptacle and to the wire going
to the ground.

Fish the ground wire from the receptacle'down 
through the wall to the grounding

location. Then use the ground clamp to
connect the ground wire to the grounding
rod or to the metal water-main pipe within
5 feet of where it enters the house and up-
stream of the water meter. (If your house

Asl< THrsoLDHousE
Go to: thisoldhouse.com/asktoh

Or write to: Ask This Old House
This Old House magazine
135 West 5oth Street
New York, NY 10020

lnclude a complete address and daytime
phone number. Published questions will be
edited for clarity and length and may be
used in other media. We regret that, because
of the volume of mail received. we're unable
to reply to unpublished questions.
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, For step.by-step
instructions, go to
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Enjoy a healthy new way to lose weight
with a personalized diet plan from
Cooking Light!

r Weekly meal plans to meet your individual daily
calorie goal - delivered to your inbox weekly

r Personalized dishes based on what you like to eat
for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks

r Quick, delicious recipes to fit your busy life

r Plus, portion-control advice, time-saving cooking
tricks, and dieting tips to keep you on track!

d iet.th isold house.com/offer
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sign up instantly!
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Get Started Today! Go to:

@2014 Time lnc. COOKING LIGHT is a tradema* ofllme lnc. Lifestyle Group, registered in the U.S. and other countries.
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Asl< THrs oLD HousE

doesn't have the nvo grounding rods
required by code, this would be the
time to put them in.)

To check your work, stick one end

of a continuity tester in the neutral
side of a receptacle-the long slot-
and the other end in the grounding
slot. Ifthe tester lights up, the circuit
is grounded.

Pipes in the ceiling
We'd like to rip out the drop

ceiling in our kitchen and put up

drywall, but pipes are hanging below
the joists. Can we install a new

ceiling without relocating the pipes?
_JESSE JAEGER, LYNN, MASS.

You can, and

itt not that difficult. First, remove the

drop-ceiling panels and their support
grids and wires. Then inspect the
pipes for leaks, the subfloor for rot,
and the joists for oversize holes or
notches. Fix any damage you find.

Next, measure how far the low-
est pipe projects below the joist. If
it's less than 1%. inches, screw 2x4s

flat against and perpendicular to the

existing joists and no more than 16

inches apart. Support the ends of the

2x4s with 2x3s screwed to the walls
so that their bottom edges are level

with the bottoms of the joists.

But if your pipes hang down more

thanlYz inches, the easiest solution
is to frame a new ceiling below the

old one, using 2x6s to span the
room's narrowest dirr-rension, Just
make sure the new ceiling will be at

leastTYz feet high.

Start by measurin6l up from the

floor to the lowest pipe. Transfer that
measurement to a wall. Make a mark
6 inches below that point and draw a

level line from it around the entire
room. Now line up the bottom edges

of your joist stock with the level line

and screw them to the studs in the

lO4 rHIsoLDHousE.coM ocroBER 2or4 | Rcd^lct'Crcdtcd itsuc
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 105
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@ anrcx cARRTER
Set this tool on a line
of bricks and lift the
handle. The bricks'
weight tightens the
carrier jaws, allowing
you to tote as many
as 10 bricks with one
hand. This model was
patented by the H.E.
Fuller Co. in 1921.

walls all around the room to form
ledgers. Toenail or toe-screw the ends

of your new ceiling joists to the led-
gers, 1 6 inches apart at center. Rough
in your electrical for lighting, then
fasten the drywall to the new joists

and the underside of the ledgers.

Cloggedwasher
After my washing machine's

drain clogged three times last
year, lfigured lint was the cause
and put a mesh filter on the
washer's discharge hose. But
now l'm changing out the filter
every couple of loads. Any way
to avoid this chore?

-JONATHAN BARNARD, SHALIN/AR, FLA.

&erry Poaailti repl ics: Lint clogs

wouldnt be an issue and you wouldnt

need a filter if the washer's drain pipe

were at least 2 inches in diameter and

had a straight,Y+-inch-per-foot pitch.
You might be able to replace the pipe,

but it would be cheaper to deal with
what I suspect is the real problem: a

partial blockage that's causing the
lint to plug the line.

A blockage of this sort isn't some-

thing you can easily dislodge with a

snake. You'll have better luck hiring
a professional drain cleaner to take
a high-pressure hose and scour out
the buildup of lint and soap scum.

To ensure that it stays lint-free,
I recommend installing a washer-
drain protector (I0Thirlpool part
#367031) at the end of the drain
hose. It's inexpensive, easy to clean,
and much more effective at trapping
lint than the sock-type 6lter you're
currently using. t

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE
BEG!NS NEW SEASON
Tune in October 2 on most PBS
stations for the premiere of the
13th season of Ask This Old
House. For broadcast times, go
to th isoldhouse.com./tvschedule
or consult local TV listings.

What
is it?
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COVER: See the /istlng for "Grand-Prize Winners."

HOME SOLUTIoNS (pp. 15-26)
Budget redo: Homeowner's blog:
Angie's Roost: angiesroost.com.

GET THIS LOOK FOR LESS: This kid camps
out at home (pp. 36-38) Homeowner's blog:
theheatherednest.com.

LANDSCAPING: He's got a head for sheds
(pp. 41-42) Shed design: Alan Cusolito, Gizmo
Design, Laguna Hills, CA; alancusolito.com.
Glazed pots: campaniainternational.com.
All plants: monrovia.com. Garden tools:
Union Tools; wayfair.comi Hand tools:
Fiskars; wayfair.com.

FAT-WALLET AWARDS (pp. 55-58)
Homeowners'blogs: Rock 'n' roll end table:
createandbabble.com. Formica fix-up:
hymnsandverses.com. Cooking up a new look:
suzyssitcom.com. The writing on the wall:
sa ndpa pera ndgl ue. com.

WEEKEND REMODEL: You love ttris
rustic touch (pp.61-68) Upcycled French
doors: Classic sliding door hardware kit;
nwartisanhardware.com. Repurposed panel
door: Stanley barn door hardware: amazon.com
Classic Z-shape: etsy.com/shop/eastoaklane.

GRAND-PRIZE WINNERS (pp 70-77)
Architect: Alexander T. Polaski, Clinton, NJ;
althearchitect.com. Chimney work: Chimney
Savers, Hillsborough, NJ: 908-359-7798.
Exterior: Siding: jameshardie.com. Windows:
pella.com. Roofing: Riversedge Roofing,
Frenchtown, NJ; 908-996-6532. Roof shingles:
certainteed.com. Shutters: atlanticshutters.com.
Trim: miratectrim.com. Porch railing:
vintagewoodworks.com. Sconces: geniehouse
-com. Palnt: HC-110 Wethersfield Moss (exterior
siding), CC-550 October Mist (kitchen walls),
HC-145 Van Courtland Blue (mantel surround),
HC-98 Providence Olive (dining room base coat),
HC-99 Abingdon Putty (dining room glaze),
274Santo Domingo Cream (family room),
HC-29 Dunmore Cream (upstairs hall), and
HC-115 Georgian Green (master bedroom);
benjaminmoore.com. Spring Grove (bathroom
walls): dutchboy.com. Barn Red semi-solid stain
(barn exterior siding): cabotstain.com. Hitchen:
Countertops: Artistic Marble Design, Paterson.
NJ; artisticmarbleanddesign.com. Wine
refrigerators: ge.com. Sink: rohlhome.com.
Faucet: moen.com- Range and range hood:
vikingrange.com. Floor tile: daltile.com.
Hall bathroom: Shower wall: Glass Castle,
Neshanic Station, NJ; glasscastle.com. Tile:
daltile.com. Workshop: Combination machine:
minimax-usa.com. Molder: williamsnhussey.com.

OCTOBER 2Oi4

ONE-ROOM WONDERS (pp. 78-85) Kitchen:
Cabinets: kraft maid.com. Range: vikingrange
.com. Wall ovens: dacor.com. Dishwasher:
mieleusa.com. Runner: dermondpeterson.com.
Tea towel: studiopatro.com. Plate (with
cherries): francespalmerpottery.com. Bath:
Homeowner's blog: greenthumbwhiteapron
.com. Sinks and toilet: Portrait collection;
kohler.com. Faucets: signaturehardware.com.
Floor and bath tile: tileshop.com. Tub:
americanbathf actory.com. Light f ixtures:
restorationhardware.com. Curb Appeal: Paint:
SW 7566 Westhighland White (body) and SW
7539 Cork Wedge (trim); sherwin-williams.com.
1116 Sepia Tan (trim): benjamrnmoore.com.
Dining room: Table: Custom. Yard: Clock:
Howard Miller; jansensclocks-com.

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE (pp.99-104) Q+Al
Thanks to Gerry Pomanti, G4 Mechanical
Services, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada:
807-628-6980. Michael Bond, MLB Construction
Needham Heights, MA: 617-851-3958;
mlb-construction.com. Maurice Turgeon, The
Semi-Retired Electrician, Wilsonville, AL:
205-669-9812: thesemi-retiredelectrician.com.

Ted Carter, Ted Carter lnspired Landscapes,
Buxton, ME; 2O7 -761-L823: tedcarterlandscapes
.com. What is it?: Thanks to Michele and Ron
Busen, Busen Restoration, Nashville, TN;
busenrestoration.com.

SAVE THIS OLD HOUSE: (p.112) Thanksto
Cliff Zenor, Mishawaka, lN. Todd Zeiger, director,
Northern Regional Office, lndiana Landmarks;
indianalandmarks.org. tl

Time Inc. and'Ihis Old IlouseVentures do not
endorse anyproduct orservice mentioned or
advertised in this nragazine.

This old House (ISSN 1086.2633) as published monthly. except for the Januaryl
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Save
up to Glnvi
economical. safe. simple.

energy saving
haat! room as llttlc as 4 cents per hourl'

ultra-safe
leave unattended 2417; cool to the touch

healthy
f!n1.s3 - doarn't blor., du3t or dry th€ alr

silent
fanless do:lgn;
.uto dlmmlng power llght

easv install
lnrufh ln mlnuter, no drlll rcqulred;
hardwlrod and plug-in modek avrllable

.rf E,-*a 
-F"

eheat.com 1 -8OO-8O7-Arc7

stylish
sllm space savlng design,
only 19'wlde by 2'thlnl

(\rrltflrwrtrtltfod.ollrl | 1(t*OrlCil,p,\fdllot1to | 2otMlltrLolFcN@n:foHl,|4lt ltnsrth,,,{'

The Nation's leader in quatity tongue-n-groove
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling.

GREAT FOR:

New or Existing Homes o Basements o Dens o Rec Rooms

Kitchens r Baths o Studies o Garages o Out Buildings o Cottages

Customer
Satisfoction...

We Guarantee It!

rlrsEtrwry*glres
Skytine Woods'finest of [og home products are available at the

Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!

Call (800) 818-9971 . woodworkersshoppe.com

ItGcR Yout $hm llacuum lilter Clean!
Sauesyou 0nnauingt0lc[lacGyoufilte].

"Every once in a while you
come across a productthat
seems tao good to be true,
butinthe case of the Dust
Deputy, you exceeded my
ex@tations! Thanks for
producing such an awesome
Droduct!"

J. Denison

. Easy to empty dust bucket.

.Wetordry.

See ourfcmiltl of Dust Deputty's
ot1 out'uebsite!

ln

Glenn lir
lo Yoc

Like

Cull Trdry lor inforrnnlrcni

1.800.I32.40S5

vacuum tilter.
. Vacuum doesn't lose suction.
. Retrofits to any shop vacuum.

Patented design k*ps 99o/o

the dustfrom reaching your

lleluxe llust nenutf

Firre Reproduc tion Harcfr,v;lre & Lighting
www.HOAH.biz

$t rrlusE oF AltTtouE HARDwARE

tyleys in

S$o/g,,i,','^,'ili,il,,'),,

nF-

effective
l0096 Pure Stack Convection;
gentle whole room warmthl

I

1

9$% ol Du$ llere!

Vac Not
lncluded

-d

wuu.0nGiila-aircom

lE rrmrurromuu

0rder 0nline!

[rom Burtir ftbin;tt Homes...
i (

'l
i;

Any fiome (an benlog llome.l
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WeatherTech'
Auto m otiv e Ac c essories

FloorLiners'", Cargo Liners and Side Window Deflectors
for virtually any Car, Truck, SUV and Minivan

WeatherTech.cotn . 8OO-44 1 -6287
E l*I

For US Customers:

WeatherTech.com
02014 MacNeil lP LLC

For Canadian Customers

WeatherTech,ca
For European Customers :

WeatherTechEurope.com

WORLD'S F
SPLITTER!

Callfor a FREE DVD and

DR Logsplitters.com

I
iryStathgaf

MONTHLY
INTEREST

&EREE
SHIPPING!

TEST

o
x

LIMITED TIME OFFER

at

877-

PATENT
PEN DIN6

DR@
LOG

IIEI,f
PRICE!

MOST MODELS
ROADTOWABLE!

ordinary
log splitters.
KINETIC POWER
The RapidFire stores
energy in a hefty cast-
iron flywheel system
that blasts logs apart
in just one second!

Try a DR@
Home6r
One Year!

rll-

Deadline:12:00 November 30,

\

h,td

lrr

I

at Face Value!
Get a Comolete 8-Coin Set of 2014 presidenrial Dolfus xf,w oalw ot
f,&r You'll receive Uncirculated Philadclphia "P" and Denwr 'D' issres of all four
2014 designs - honoring Presidents Varren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge,

Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt! These 2014 coins were struck
for J monfis each and will nerer be minted again. Get the 8-coin vsrr set al

IACB VllUf, - tlntt orro sct!
SAYB 610/" plu rcceive a If,f,E GIfT

Order vour Complete Uncirculaterl &coin set today at face vatue of Offtry$S and
SAVE 65% offthe regular price of $2*95. plus. respond bv deadline and ger a IREE

Urrcirculated 2014 Greal S,and Dunrs \aiorul Fark quattcr feanring thc Cotorado site of
the ulkrr sand dunes in North Americl cnaral b1.wind-blo*n sand frrxn the Rio Grarde.

You'll also receive our fl.rllv illurrrued caulog, plus other
selections from our Free Eraminadon Coins-on-Approral
from uhich lou nrav purchrse anv or none of the coins - rctunl

halance in I > dals - $ith option to cancel aI an,v time.

wvw.Ltldctorrcoit .con lsrrrcrrrl Get a nEE U,ircuhd mt4
4tDay Money 8ek Gurantee o{ Satistadion Gref,t ful D'nes @}dW

ds tw qder I &bp

COLTECTORS SET

fascinating

Senice,

E for $g

Order.l,our complete g-coln set and SAW!
Mail coupon today or order ontine at:

? * *Franklin D.
Roosevelt

fhe @ly lNfien president,
FDR led Arctica tht@gh the
Grcat Deqessi@ and WWl.

fear of issue &
"P" or "D" mint marks
are inscribed on lhe edge.

SFcial Offer tot New Custom$ Only

dyrs I :l'i;i,"Jl'#:,*lliji1l,',:.:':i'iit 1:ilil'31
ONIY S8.m - regulady 112.95, plus fre Shrpping (limit @e sel).
AJs ffid my FREE Uftir.ulaled 2014 Great Sand Dffi National
Pari Qurts (ore ps c6bmr, pleas).

@^,1:;"W!:;yiiiYI*
DTSCRIPTION PRICT TOTAL

1 8-Coin Collecto6 Set f/,irn , sCr s8.00 t8.00

Display Folders - SAW 15% J2.9s

FREE Shipping! Merchandise TOtAt $

U Ched or Money Order
Charge my: J VISA
C American Express
Card No

payable to Ljttleton Coin Company
f Mastercard
I Discover Nelwork

5e_ Zb_

Please send coupon to:
TZ Littleton coin Col, Deot. 3NF406
I t:Og r,rt. Eustis Rd. Lttdton Nn 03561.i737
Arerka't FMite Cdn Sdre. num gME lqs

Nme

r "i'l:;;-t'-o

:a

G

r
i'

TOLL.FREE

___Apt# ,,_ _-



Barn Light Electric lighting comes in a wide varieqy of classic

shapes and sizes to add funcrional sryle to residential areas or

-
J

@

WHERE VINTAOE AZI14gP6P11 COLLIDE@

industrial :rnd conrmercial spaces.

VISIT
www.barnl ightelectric.com

CALL
800-407 -8784

Scan the rcde to
learn more dbout
rhe lights featured
in this ad.

Prevents Erosion
Runoff is changed to a 3 foot wide band

oI soft rain-sized droplets.

Self-GIeans

Unique louver design allows leaves and

debris to blow or wash away.

Protects Propefi
the Rainhandler self-cleaning system

eliminates cl0gged, overflowing gutters &

downspouts. No ground erosion. No more

destructive ice dams from frozen gutters.

For FBEE information call or lax
Ph: 800-942-30tt4, Farc flIIflF2tP8

SPECIAL ()FFER! 30% OFF

Mention Code TH1114

ulhen you call 0r enter online al checkout

t',t'JuJ,rainhandler,com

OFFER E)(PIRES 11802014

E9IGNE

ADVERTISEMENT

o
C

o
STOP

DREAMING
AND START

UVING
Does your living space stop

i= oo the ground floor
because yoLI basement

IS damp and uninviting?

Reclaim that 1/3 of your

lrolTle with DRY LOK(Rr

Eil

."Masonry Waterproofer.
Your basement can be
a playroom, laundry
room, workshop and
more in one weekend.

I STOPS WATER

3 PROVEN FORMULAS

INDEPENDENTLY TESTED

fl/\
DRYTOK
BRINGS TIVING TO

THE NEXT tEVEt

Visit DRYLOK,COM for insplratlonal
photos, how-to videos and brochures

Alsa aaailable
in LED!

IHJ,i: {

a

Ilr
ll

.a*-J

':i,

I
i
:

RESOURCES ) L2,ZZ9,Z)Z ?

I lr1

-*

lnstalls Easily
Each S-foot section Gomes with 3 brackets &
6 screws. Do an entire home in 3 or 4 hours.

MainErance-Eee
All-aluminum Rainhandler louvers make

messy, leaking gutters history.

PrctscbYou
Self-cleaning system protects you

from climbing ladders.

Guarantees
Money-back satis{action guaranteed lor one

lull yeat 25-year walranty.

Bainhandler

*fr-arrumNor-eti*

USE RAIIIHAI{DLER

GET RID OF YOUR GUTTERS
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NEW MODEIJS!

EffiII
FR,EE
SHTPPING!

e:-

o

LIN4ITED TIME OFFER

o

SIR6

lladc in UEA 
=

www.gorallatough.com

TOUGH
f,ugged,

nip it, $tick
it, Ilone

TAPE
[f natea #1 in vacuum power

,.t/, Easy, l-Hand Dumping

ff Stor.s Flat in Minutes

fl Conuerts to a Rugged Utility Trailer
The NEW DR@ LeafVacuum is designed from the top down to make
yard clean up easier, faster, and more thorough than ever before. And
for a limited time you can TRY ONE FOR I YEAR ON YOUR
OWN PROPERTY!

Callfor FREE Buyer's Guide!

o

ffi lncluding Models, Specs and Factory-Direct Savings.

[?!! 877-2O1-9555
Oo/o![9HBI
36 MONTHS

,
E

GelPro Elite
WORLDIS HOST COHFORTABLE FLOOR MAI

. SOOTHING GEL +
ENERGY.RETURN FOAM

. SIGNIFICANTLY REDUC

INTRODUCING

GelPro.co

a

D

il

DISCOMFORT

.50%THICKER
GELPRO

I

Innaglat tatcr;:rr SormTf indocnr

' Mainrain tte chm ud baurv of vou
aiming windom

. Signfirudy redua hatiog ud mling bilL

. Gmpresion-Fit to elimimte dnfu ompletely

' Gmdy redua outside noir
' Ar perfm for enclosing srco prcha
' Save euergy, ure money ud nw hisoryl

l-800-743-6207 . ww.stomwindows.com

Inn

Storm!
Tbe With its double{hick

adhesive, heavy-duty
cloth backing and rugged
outer shell, Gorilla Tape
sticks to rough, uneven
and unforgiving surfaces.
ft's Gorilla lough, every time.

For the Toughest Jobs
on Planet Earth.

@2014 The Gorilla Glue Company

one hand!withUnload

.Oiirn@ LeafVa

Now at

::' 
j

o

{̂5'

e

-1

vfirccu a

_.':-{iiitiir,

.!
lrir

I

DRleafvac.com r

7

i-.

OFF
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t2,
olre.

Effi Grillos & f,ogi$rs
tade to last a Llletime

Dept 61410,31 Jyrek Boad. Leominster, MA 014S3

;!

1.80{1.880.30911 r

E

Vindrb Syffit lrc
The Compradon-fi t Adnnuge
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Paint Removal Solutions

The Painl Shauep Pro:
I Strips paint from clapboards, shingles, or

any flat surface.

a Strips'1 square

loot ol paint in

20 seconds.

I Can be used on

any type ol paint

including lead

paint.

r Collects the stripped debris into any vacuum.

I Strips the butt and tace 0l shingles and

clapboards simultaneously.

I Depth ot cut is adjustable t0 strip any

thickness of paint.

WMSI]A

SirW#tuct
The 5" Random orbilalSander VacrM Pr0:

lead painted surfaces.

r Can after they have been

stripped with the

PaintshaveP Pro.

FASTEST 0rbital
Sander available.

ECOLOGIGALLY SAFE

HEPA

alaches lo

any wevdry or

I

www.paintshaver.com

1-800-932-5872
lnlernational Tool, lnc

SCREEN pQORS & MORE!

Entirc llonrc

Ilanclrnaclc in
the USA...

"lttst lihr thl
olien dtqs!"

www.VlNTAGEDOORS.COM
Contact us today; 1 (800) 787-2001

Custonr Wood
Doors for Yr

PlacePreSS IN

FTX
WIIAT
OTHEN
GLAES

SilWPLY
GAN'7,*
lf you toke the time to fix

something, you wonl it to lost.

Amozing Goop is perfect for

repoirs becouse it holds just

obout onything - wood, metol,

ceromic, gloss ond more.

Amozing Strength you

con count on thot

ond woterproof

is impoct ond

vibrotion resistont,

I

Your business
needs Resources.

To advertise,
contact Jennifer lzzo

at Media People lnc. today!

212-779-7172
jizzo@med iapeople.com

$

ADVERTISEMENT
RESOURCES

hesive
SirnP,eDIY

Ad

- E MADE in USA
by Eclectic Products

-t
!
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q
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I
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I

Stay Connected With Us

I

tr
\

f"[ r
www.ecleclicproducls.com

rl,ut$*akq*la
R-8.5 and R-l0 lnsulation Panels

insofast.com/toh . BBB-501 -7899

e

I Can be used tor preparing and lealhering

IIaD
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HARBORFRETGHT

SPTIT LEATHER
SAFEW COLORED

WORK GLOVES
1PAIR

lTEm 67440
69455fi1458

WTIII AXY I T

BRIGHT

. 300 lb. Capacity. 23 ConliguEtions

II
II
lt

II
ilNINE tED

ALUMINUM
FLASHLICHT

il
il

69052/6911 1
il |TEM 9089S r

98025/69096 I
WIII{ AilY T I WITH AT{Y

PUBCHASE

rilrlJllrJIlrur]ltilfftl llI Iilruuur[lj[ril
--r--r-JL-r I

ffitxlltrututG

EEI\--T=EH.
7 FUNCTION

DIGITAL MULTIMETER

3 GAtr0ll. 100 Psl
(lrttEss pAltcAtG
AIR C(lMPBESS(IR

!
I

Item69052

Item 90899
shown

r lllil rilr rilu[lLr!fl [ullilt illt iltr [!t I
L----I--rrrl

*'$fll*

@
I

I

I

tl llllllllllll[]il]]ilililss255a 49 I
L

PFlEDATOFl
6ENEBATOFS

REG. PBTCE $499.99

1t'

BEG. PRICE $J99.SS

LoT lt0. 95275
60637/69486/61 61 5

Item
95275
shown

il!ilr il ] !illlltluuUluUil !ilil llil m

SAUE
ilolo

$$$ss REG.

PRICE

$79.99

tillll[ il!il ]ll ilfl ilt[ il[ ilil

sx"k, 9., "-',i,H,,",Fmf 
-J-'_ q#

oeGr6b6d@fifud;
9! F!.._!ry wl6- !4 h.bzlffi (E eto md Loffiwn@&5hiftryidffiF6

350 LB. CAPAGITY
FOTDIIIG SAW H(IRSE

€)EEIErl\:J,mcilffil.

$gee,r',&

$29ges

17 FT. TYPE 1A
MUTTI.TASI(

TADDEB

$bt '%[no;

$11gee

Item
69446
shown

LoT N0. 69446
46762/6071 0/6 t 979

[!il !ilt] ililutllll]1 uuillt I illl llli

o lOOo/" Satisfaction Guaranteed
. Oyer 25 Million Satisfied Gustomerc

o llo Hassle Beturn Policy
r Litgtime Warranty on Ar Hand roors

SUPER GOUPON!

ffiffiEMM

0

WHY A FREE GIFT?
Because once you see

our GBEAf QUALIIY
and BIDICULOUSLY

IOW PBIGES,
YOU'LI TEVEB BUY T00I.s

AXYWHEBE EISE!

SUPER COUPOT{! SUPER GOUPOI{! SUPER GOUPO]I!

We have invested millions
ol dollars in our own

slate-ol-the-art quality lest
labs and millions more in
our lactories, so our tools
will go toe-to-toe with the
top prolessional brands.
And we can sell them lor a

lraction ol lhe price because

we cul oul the middle man

and pass the savings on lo
you. lt's iust that simple!
Come visit one ol our
500 Slores Nationwide.

How Does lhrtor Frcight
Sell GBEAT QUALITY Tools

at the L0WEST Prices?

IIAItrE
-(D

lrru!

r Hir'*4nin'

. Sllll Stores llationwide
o HarborFreight.com 8(n-423-2867

II

II
ll

-r-r-rr-rJL

3-1/2"

I
I
I
I
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SAYE
!7ols

Item 91223 shown

$1
ril]

. 580 lb. Ca9acity

$*ElEl[

tol t{0. 9565S
61634/6.1952@



SAVE€'H*&- HOUSE

$0 (must be moved)

rloN Mishawaka, lndiana
,ACr Todd Zeige r, 57 4-232-4534

Dear This Old House,
We locals are proud

ofourpast and our
historic architecture,
so I'mwritingtoyou

about this lovely farmhouse I've long
admired, which needs your help!
Ttrcked between retail stores just
north ofourtown, the Italianate
beauty has impressed passersby

for nearly 150 years. Itwas built
by Daniel Ward, a native son who
headedwest in 1849, seekinghis
fortune duringthe gold rush. He
found it quickly and came home to
Mishawaka, where he built this
ratherformal farmhouse in 1865.

Ifs one of only ahandful ofbuildings
that survived aragingfire in 1872

and, justas impressive, the decades

of development that follorued. But
now, to pave thewayfor a mixed-use

comple:g the house is threatened
with demolition. So I'm hoping a

fellowreaderwith the resolve and the
resources to step forwardwill move

the house somewhere nearby.

Whoever does will have a picture-
perfect Italianate, complete with
a grand front porch and a rooftop
cupola. The interiorstillhas its
handsome casings, original
floorboards, and a columned mantel.

In addition to beingmoved, the
place will need some work to shine

lil<e it used to. Until recently itwas
used as aclothingshop, so itlacks a

kitchen, and ifll need updates to the
electrical and plumbing systems.

Whoever moves the house will have

a big taskbut will also be the proud

ownerof ashowpiece thafs certain

to turn heads for another 150 Years.
Sincerely,

-Cliff zcnor

Zillow, the real-estate marketplace, wants to see this home restored. As a Proud
Preservation Partner of Save This Old House, Zillow is offering a $2,000 award to the
buyer of this diamond in the rough. Contact toh-marketing@timeinc^.com f^or 9j:tails.
And to explore more homes foisale, visit zrllow.com. Offer expires9/3O/2015

re€E!

ll The 2,5OO-square-foot house has four bedrooms
and one bath. The cost of moving the structure
locally and pouring a new foundation has been
estimated at $55,000. 2l The originalstaircase
is intact but has been painted black and pink, as

have many of the floors in the house. 3-l Doorways
throughout retain their casings and transoms.
4l The exterior of the box bay is embellished with
earved brackets that match those found along
the cornice line and cupola.
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