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Listed on the National Register o{ Historic Places, the

Stevens Estate is one the few remaining grand estates o{

the Victorian era, For the restoration o{ this 1886 mansion,

the architect wanted to balance a respect for the home's

history with its need {or energy efficiency, A combination of

replacement and newly-constructed windows and doors by

Marvin brought this stately home to modern-day standards,

See the transformation at thisoldhouse.com/trans{ormations
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DON'T JUST REMODEL,

Our products play a major role in the transformation of your home. We offer design choices like beautiful wood species options that can be

stained to complement your ddcor, lnterior Shades that ft seamlessly into new windous, and a wide selection of hnrdware choices. In addition

to top-quality products, we offer ideas nnd solutions to ft your aision and make the transformation all you dreamed it could be.

TRAi\SF'ORM.

.I"LFJ!!!i{
Built around youi

Find inspiration and solutions at MARVINWINDOWS.COM

A2015 Moroin Witdouts and Doors- All tigltts restrued. @R?.qiste/ed tradunrk o! Mort,in WindoiLts and [)oors.
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Spots are great,
just not on your faucet.
Spot Resist'"f inish, on[y f rom Moen.
Because you have better things to /
do than ctean your faucet.
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The varied hues you
used in vour remodels

The grand-prize winners
moved their Craftsman across
Iand-and Puget Sound-then
embarked on a six-year reno

Five fabulous makeovers that
stood out from the crowd

Meet 12 DIYerswho put
the pedal to the mettle and
earned our admiration

idea file

Howababyontheway
revs up the reno reflex

Seven homeowners put their
personal stamp on projects
they sawin thepages ofTOH

One family's real-world
experiencewith
app-controlled devices

money-savers

Nine creative penny-pinchers
whose ideas will inspire your
innercheapskate
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the minds behind these
ingenious household ideas
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Inside, you'll flnd the stories of the creative
and determined DIYers below-and
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Watch videos and
seemorephotos!
Now on the iPad, the
Nook, and other select
tablets. Available at
thisoldhouse.com/
tablet and on iTunes.
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Get a head
with faux
taxiderng

Pet food
thal serves

itself
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home solutions
I I Six objects are transformed

from one thingto anothe4
post-reno dust removal;
DIY outdoor serving cart;
caringforpaintedwood
floors; clever uses forvintage
tintiles; and more

TOH TV
35 thethingstheysaved

A couple's love of original
details and timeworn objects
restores a Queen Anne's dignity

upgrades
20 getthislookforless

They made a farmhouse fresh

25 shopping
Headsup!

how-to projects
23 paint ideas Create a

textured, diamond-pattern
wall covering with cotton yarn

29 landscaplng
A Seabee turns his vacant
backyard into an inspired
series of alfresco rooms

45 weekendremodel
Fashion avintage dresser into
a stylish bath vanity. Norm
Abramshowsyouhow

ask this
old house

89 Q + A Grooveboardswitha
plough plane; winter home for
a potted hydrangea; stop the
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Letter FROM THIS OLD HOUSE

I gottasay,you
people arenuts!

I tt nice to know I'll have friends in the asylum.

Maybe not all ofyou will be there, but let's be honest:
The level ofcrazy in the stories you sent in for this eighth
annual Reader-Created Issue is as impressive as the home-

improvement work you've done.
Sure, in my DIY pursuits I have fallen from a ladder, nearly

electrocuted myself, shattered a wrist, lost the nail on my great toe,
coughed sawdust out of my ears, and spent time in the lockup for an

inappropriate relationship with a dumpster.
But you people have let the remodel disease creep into the gray

matter in ways that impress even me.

Someone normal doesn't go and buy a vintage wooden cruising

B

, \
boat while on vacation because they know back home it'll make an

excellent.'.bed.ButKevinandMiaMadtesdid,andyou,llseetheir
handiwork on page 13. I mean this kindly, but you need a loose
screw (3-inch, coarse-thread, drywall, perhaps) to do that.

And which is crazier: being afraid of heights or being afraid of heights but letting
your husband strap you to a scissor lift so you can paint the top story ofyour house
becauseyou're "determined," as DokStevens-Dehringwas? In anotherworld, that's
a plot point in a CSlepisode. But I'll tell you what's even crazier: getting up in the dark
before work, putting on a headlamp, and grabbing a shovel to plant shrubs. I'm looking
at you, Drayton Green, and wondering, Who does thatbesides grave robbers?

To be honest, maybe the single sensible thing I heard from you guys was Kim
Guthrie's genius idea of turning the demo on her place into aweight-loss regimen.

Congrats ondropping 2Q Kim! Otherwise, DlYdementiawas epidemicthisyear, from
those ofyouwho were hospitalized (onlytobebackatthe projectdays later) to the
expectant moms who labored on their remodels till laborkicked in.

Can we agree that the lot ofyou arejust not right in the head, and the place you call
home and your family-and, because you've shared your stories with us, the larger
family of TOlf fans-are better for it? We can, and wouldn't want it any other way.

So thankyou, and I'll seeyou in the padded room. I don'tknowwhatwe'll do; there
probablywon't be any DIY, tause who's gonna let us have any sharp tools or even
hammers? But we can trade stories. Or weave baskets. Yeah, weave baskets into suites
of furniture and maybe even the house to go around it....

Until then, check out the whole-house winners of this year's Search forAmerica's
Best Remodel. They and the one-room awardees that follow are proof that getting
yourhands dirty-and, yes, beinga little off-balance-can yield truly amazing results.

r
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v Gotyourown
tale of crazy?

GtrO-^r IJL.-
SCOTT OMELIANUK. EDITOR

scott@thisoldh6use.com

Pile on. Share your
stories of extreme DIY
with me on Twitter
@scottomeuanuk
using #TellTOH.

il4

The editor,
sifting through
reader entries
for this issue.

Reader-Crealed lssue ocroBER 2ors rHIsoLDHousE.coM 7

Fl .

:\ --*



I w
\n :t

"!t

I

.t rt

?

g

\

IL--

6l&
,{:

't

Hft,
1

Ift
I

tr qrd

I
I'' ':

t
\

,It

\
l ,

L

\ T J

t

='*- 
:*nH|E

llr.*..-.

\
r"l

\
Primer for doing things right.

GET STARTED'
1t

't

KILZ.Com



)Iour true colors THISOLDHOUSE OCTOBER 2015

FRONT-DOOR
FINISHES

KITCHEN-WALL
FAVORITES

t

E
GREEN

r BLACK

E I

BEYONDWHITE: KITCHEN-
CABINETCOLOR PICKSWHITE

Tl, TAN

GRAY

ORANGE

BATHROOM WALLS,IN ORDER OF POPULARITY
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HOTTEST KITCHEN-ISLAND COLOR
(AFTER WHtTE, OF COURSE)

GREEN

BLACK

CREAM

Reader-Created /ssue I ocrogsR 2ols THrsolDgousE.cou 9

BLUE

Color was a big theme in aur Searchfor
America's Best RemodeL Herek akaleidoscopic
picture ofhowyou made use of it
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Whcn making bv hand

nroans making a mess,

.Vour hirnrls t;ould use a hand.
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As soon as Emily Danforth and
Erica Edsell of Providence, Rhode
lsland, sawthis old millcart, they
knew it would make a perfect
kitchen island for their 19OO

Gothic Revivalhome. "li/uch of our
renovation was inspired by our
desire to repurpose f unky vintage
items," says Emily."We love the
cart's rustic, industrial look and
strikinggreen paint."

To get the lowdown on this and
other "From this to that" reader
transformations, turn the page. t
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lome solutions creotive reuse

FYomthts
tothqt

-FACTORY CART + KITCHEN ISLAND
"The same day we spied this old mill cart in a salvage
shop, we found a slab of perfectly sized marble in a
nearby antiques showroom. We knew it would make the
perfect top! We cut down the handles to bring the cart
to workstation height and laid salvaged floorboards
across it to create a base to support the marble. Then
we drilled through the marble and inserted dowels to
reattach the handle, so it looks like the marble was
always there. Now the island is the hub of our home."

Enilg 2an{orth and Erica Edsell
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

ORGAN PIPES 
_-> 

FEATURE WALI
"When we found five truckloads of solid-pine church
organ pipes destined for the burn pile at a local
farm, we had to
rescue them.
After running a

bunch through the planer in
our workshop, we used the
honey-toned wood to create
paneling for a lodge-inspired
feature wall and a faux-
f ireplace mantel, accented
with herringbone tile. "

,Iohn andKeriKarris
PLYMOUTH, INDIANA before

DOORS-->DAYBED

before

"l had been
searching
high and
low for a

queen-size
daybed for the guest room

of my 1929 Tudor. Finally, I decided to build one myself. I got
two soild-wood doors from the Habitat for Humanity ReStore
and cut one to f it the windowed corner of the room. I attached
2x4s to the doors and screwed them to a metal bed frame. The
finishingtouch?A coatof bright-green paint."

Karen Cooper
DECATUR, GEORGIA

l2 THrsoLDHousE.coM ocroBER zo:-:. Reader-Crealed lssue

t

s
tt

,**'si:a#t#f

3*?['rry

.L

r**

F

f-,'

ra

1-54

r''.l

a
1,\

a

I

q
a

II
g a

r:

:tl

mn
,fl ;,.,

!

;I
I

I

t



GRAND PIANO-+ KITCHEN ISLAND

::
tse J'-.

)'

"When we downsized our home, we didn't have
space for our out-of-commission 1834 square
grand piano. Karen, a pianist, came up with the
idea to make it
into a kitchen

island. We pulled out the
nonworking soundboard and
harp and removed the keys
(saved for a future project), then
added a brace across one end to
support the stone countertop."

Aarg and Karen Thonpson
FORTTHOMAS, KENTUCKY

6fr

WOODEN BOAT+GUESTBED
"The idea ofturning a boat into a bed
came to us while driving home from our
vacation house, in Old Forge, New York.
We spotted a no-longer-seaworthy Penn
Yan lapstrake for sale on the side of the

road for $500 and couldn't pass it up. We ripped out the
engine and seats, cut off the back, and built a simple box
frame for the mattress. As projects go, it wasn't easy,
but now it's where all our guests want to sleep."

Kevin and Mia Madtes
SCHNECKSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

IRAM POLI NE PIT _+ OUTDOOR TOUNGE
"After strugglingfor2 hours trying to
extract the cinder-block walls f rom the
outdated trampoline pit behind our new
house, I had a better idea:Turn it into a
cozy hangout space. First, I braced the

walls with 2x4s, then I built out the benches. I pulled
the weeds, laid gravel, and
installed a fire pit. One thing's
for sure: Our family has gone
through a lot of marshmallows
out there. "

Douglas Larson
SALT LAKE CITY
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lomesolutions ',

budget strategies healthyhome

Sav e here, splurge there
A little penny-pinching can pay off big. Just ask these savvy readers,
who found a wayto afford some bigger-ticket items in their remodel
without breaking the bank. Read on to learn how they did it. -xnrruu Hrr_r_

SPLURGE Custom cabinetry
cosr $11,581

HOWTHEYSAVED
"We wanted custom
cabinets to complement
the look of our 1923
home. We knew that

we were only going to do this once
so we'd better do it right. We saved
money by recruiting friends and
family to install a support beam and
remove old brickwork. ln return for

I their labor, we helped them with
s.', their projects."

f Miahaeland Carnelina Maftera
ST. LOUIS

SPLURGE Quartzite countertops
cosr $5,67O
HOW SHESAVED
"Some design
elements we can
easily change out

later-such as paint on the walls and
cabinet pulls-but we knew that the
countertop decision needed to last for
a long time. We decided on quartzite.
To save money, we kept our existing
cabinetry and modif ied it to f it the new
floor plan. We also bought floor
models for the oven and range."

Margaret Stanalis
RIDGEFIELD, CONNECTICUT

SPLURGE Kitchen island
cosr $7,059

HOWTHEY SAVED
"To get the island
of our dreams with a
granite countertop,
Jason did the kitchen

demo himself, which saved us
thousands. "

,Iason and Shannon Qerrone
WETHERSFI ELD, CONNECTICUT

SPLURGE Handcrafted tiles
cosr $3,200

HOW SHE SAVED
"We wanted tiles from
Heath Ceramics for the
bath in our Craftsman
bungalow, but they

were over our budget, so we sidelined
other pro.jects in order to afford them."

HeidiSahubert
SALT LAKE CITY

SPLURGE Pro-style range
cosr $5,699

HOW HE SAVED
"Asachef, lwanteda
large pro range. lfound
the lowest price online
and got a local store

to match it, so I didn't have to pay for
delivery. I'd ask contractor friends
for advice, like how to hang drywall,
then l'd do it myself and give them a
recipe as thanks."

2ave l,t)alters
DAYTON, NEW JERSEY

f*""\'\., -\u;$
'r')

-

Dust-busting musts
When asked the hardest part of a renovation,
This Old Housereaders often answer, "The dust!"
Here, California cleaning pro Jeff Murray offers
tips on how to breathe easier, post-construction.

wlPE DOWN SURFACES. Pick up as much
dust as you can (and knock the rest to the
floor) by using a microfiber window washer
on walls and ceilings. For hard-to-clean places,

like between the knobs of a pro range, use a

dry soft-bristle paintbrush, which also works
wonders along base molding.

VACUUM EVERYWHERE. Run a HEPA-filter
vacuum with a soft-bristle brush attachment
over all surfaces. lf you don't have one, it's
worth renting the backpack model to avoid
dragging it around and dinging new f loors.

FINISH WITH WATER. Wipe down every surface
you can reach with a slightly damp reusable
microf iber cloth, except for flat-finish walls
and fabrics. lf walls were recently painted, wait
untilthe paint has cured (at least two weeks)
before wiping with a damp cloth.
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Use as directed. Read each label. Keep out of reach of children.
@ Procter E Gamble. Inc., 2Ol5

THE THE .

NON-DROWSY NIGHTTIME. -1'.
EOUGHING, SNIFFLINGI :

ACHING. SNEEZING.
FEVER. COUGHING.

,ft,.) SORE THR.OAT, ACHING.
STUFFY HEAD, FEVER,

CHEST CONGESTION. STUFFY HEAD.
NO SICK DAYS, BEST SLEEP WITH A COLD.

MEDICINE. MEDICINE.



homesoluttons DlYproject', fl.oorcare

She putthe Dqrtv
onfiheels! 

- '/

TLC for painted
woodfloors
Ever since we showed how to paint
a checkerboard pattern on a floor
(thisoldhouse.com/oct2015), readers
like Maria Frieboes of Seattle have
been inspired to follow suit-that's
her take, above. Here are a few dos
and don'ts for keeping painted floors
looking fresh, -HENDLEY BADcocK

DON'T USE WATER Soaking a

hardwood floor with a wet mop is
a no-no, even if it's painted. Avoid
steam mops too; the moisture and
heat can damage the floorboards,

DO DUST Pros recommend using a
vacuum cleanerwith an attachment
that doesn't have a beater bar. For
everyday cleaning, use a microfiber
sweeper, Push the sweeper in one
continuous motion, not back and
forth. Ground-in dust, dirt, and sand
will wear down a floor's finish, so
the moreyou dust, the better.

DON'T USE WAX Certain wax-based
polishes can leave behind residue;
wax-based cleaners can even strip
your f loor, Use a no-wax floor cleaner
or a water-based polish instead.

DO TOUCH UP Spy a dullor
discolored spot? Lightly sand it and
retouch with paint, Finish with two
coats of polyurethane that matches
the sheen of the rest of the floor,

TOflreader Katrina
Sullivanlovesto
entertain as a family
on the patio oftheir
1950s ranch. She also
knows herwayaround atoolkit, as showcased onherblogat
chiclittlehouse.com. So when she couldn't find an outdoor serving
cartthatwas exactlywhat she wanted, she naturallydecided to
buildone herself, usingstock lumberand herhandypocket-holejig.
To make itmobile, she addedcasters on one side andtaperedthe
legs ofthe other using a miter saw. She painted the base ofthe cart
dark grayto complementher house exterior, topped itwith stained
cherryboards, and added an extra-longdrawerpull onthe side fora
dish towel. (To flnd the frrll how-to, go to thisoldhouse.com/oct2015)
Nowshe's got acartthateasilydoes double dutyas abeverage and
food-prep station. "Wewheel itoutto serve drinks forbirthday
parties and use it as abuffet area fortaco night," says Katrina. "Ifs a

wonderful feeling to build something you use every day! "

Katrina
9ullivan

SACRAMENTO
CALIFORNIA

"This cart is
suchafun

addition to our
yard.Weuse

it allthe time."

16 THIsoLDHousE.coM ocToBER zors I P.eader-Created lgeue
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Fromafanln
Hollywoodto
amjlhtywind
ln Texa5rrr
We're tackling your trickiest home-improvement projects.
Watch ALL-NEW EPISODES and learn how to inst all a

whole-house fan, harness wind power, and patch your driveway.

asklnUtise>

I

TOWATCH FULL EPISODES,
check air times in your area,
or submit your own home-
improvement question, visit
thisoldhouse.com/watchAskTOH

Exclusively on PBS
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solutions salvagestyle

To appreciate the beauty of embossed
metaltiles, you usually have to look
up. Three clever readers show how
these vintage ceiling squares can shine
in other parts of the house. -u.e.

Bathartrrork
"When I found one gleaming tin
panel at a salvage yard, I decided
to make it the focal point of mY
bath. I carefully hammered

brads through existing holes in the tin that lined

up with the subway-tile grout line. lt's not like
just hanging a picture."

EFLAND, NORTH CAROLINA

Cabinet-doorinsets
" l swapped out the glass on my
kitchen cabinet doors for vintage
ceiling tiles f rom a ReStore. The
tiles were cut so that the design is

centered in the existing channels and attached
f rom behind with retainer clips. I sanded them and
tinished the panels with dark wax. They hide clutter
while preserving the rustic vibe of our dairy farm."

Kitchenbacksplash
"We love the pattern of these
tiles that we found on eBay.
To protect their patina, I

coated them with a clear sPraY

lacquer. We trimmed thetr
edges so that they would lie f lat
and mounted them on plywood
with black sheet-metal screws,
then filled in around the tiles
with wood trim."

BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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AII Surface. AII Purpose.
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J Subfloor

J Mirrors

J Landscaping

J TrimiPaneling

I Decks

I Drywall

J Tub & Shower

J Metal

J Masonry

J Granite

J !1let Surfaces

J Caulking

I Foamboard

I Stone

I Laminate
j Ceramic

J Brick

{lile
I A[uminum

I Concrete

I Fiberglass

* Painted Surfaces

I Plastic

I And More!
NEW RICHMOND, WISCONSIN.

wrr.guillatough.com
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They made a farmhouse fresh
Items salvagedfrom old mills andbarnsbecomethe floors,
ceiling, and shelves in this couple's rustic kitchen
BY KATHRYN O'SHEA-EVANS r PHOTOGRAPHS By HEtDt LONG

BIGFORK, MONTANA

"You can save thousands
bydoingityourself!"

WHEN THE McAFEES BOUGHT their 1920s Montana
farmhouse, they gutted every single surface down to the
old, frayed wiring and redid things tlteir way. "'We
sacrificed two years of a social life and ski seasons, but
it was well worth it," Felesha says. The result? A laid-
back getaway that epitomizes farmhouse style, and
on a shoestring budget, too. Jerimiah volunreered at a
salvage yard to get wood (and the corrugated steel for
the ceiling) for free; Felesha hand-painted old-
fashioned signs. These TOH readers also scoured thrift
shops for colorful tableware for the open shelving

Jerimiah made. "'We even found that stainless-steel
farmhouse sink at a garagesale for $200!" To get their
down-home look in your own kitchen, read on.

t-

glassgourcls
"l inherited my pumpkins from a beloved
family friend; they're my favorite decor
items," Felesha says. The hand-blown
versions at right have instant-heirloom
potential. $13 and $20; pierl.com

L, I I

/

lt

'. 1I

Fstripedrunner
A colorful cotton rug

' brightens up dark salvaged
flooring and adds softness

undertool 2Vz -by-8-foot rug, 990;
dashandalbert.annieselke.com

,Ierinieh and Felesha MaAfee
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[reader tip]

dump can
yield

treasure
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g,etthislookforless

\rvlriteu'ashed island
Felesha found their handmade

worktable at a local antiques
shop;this new one offers ample

storage and a sturdy beech
top. $168; overstock.com

H
trmffiryi;I.EE

vintage tin
A container from
yesteryear nods to
kitchen icons of the
past-and it's a great
place to stash coffee
ortea. We bought
this well-loved tin on
Etsy for $32.

caged pendant light
Use an Edison bulb in this
oil-rubbed-bronze f ixture

for a soft, old-timey glow; its
metal cage protects the

glass from any accidental
damage. $30;

homedepot.com

shapelypitchers
These throwback silhouettes

add vintage charm. Enamel
pitcher, $9.99; tin, $19; amazon

.com. Ceramic pitcher, $13;
homegoods.com for stores
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hish-arc
Taucet

homespunsigns
We painted wood scraps to match

Felesha's designs, sanded them down,
and added antiquing wax here and
there for a worn effect. Wax, $15;

missmustardseedsmilkPaint.com

colorfuI mixingbou'ls
Barn red is a classic farmhouse
hue; on ceramic dishes, it perks
up any home cook's task. $3.99-
$7.99; homegoods.com for stores

reclaimed-wood shelving
To re-create Jerimiah's handmade open shelves' we started with
a nice piece of 1%-inch-thick salvaged heart pine forthe top. To

fashion the simple bracket, we cut 1x3 pieces at 45" and 9O'angles'
then used wood glue and 2-inch-long wood screws to fasten it all together
Thoroughly sanded edges and a coat of stain give them aged patina. I

Smartly designed
in spot-resistant
stainless steel, it

has a pull-down
head and an

antimicrobial
finish that keeps

germs at bay.

$582; moen.com

FOR MORE INFORI'ilATlON. SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 96
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ISN'T 1OO% NEW.
lntroducing Energizero EcoAdvanced"
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NEW

w0RLD's FlRsrAA batterv made with 4olo REGyctED BATTERIES

Energizer. EnArgizer Bunny @sign, EcoAdvanced. card
and riber sraphics ano ot6e" ma'iii re triuemiirs or enersi.er enefgiZef.COm I eCOadVanCed

2015 Energizer
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0ur longest-lasting alkaline ever is also the
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paintideas

Theytook a fresh tack
Bland white walls and a wallpaper- averse landlord inspire
a young couple to harness their color and fiber-arts know-how
BY DEBORAH BALDWIN

,Ioe and
Maura
Hutan

NEWYORKCITY

WHENYOURHOME'SNOTYOUROWN, there's only so much you can do

to alter its look. Joe and Mayra Human, who live in a classic renter's-white

apartment, were itching to put up wallpaper in their living room, but figured

it'd be safer to opt for paint-with a twist. After sampling a few colors and

zeroing in on moody gray-purple, Joe, an interior designer, noticed a ball of
cotton yarn next to Mayra's knitting needles, its golden hue and pleasing

texture suggesting a scheme. Soon he found himself measuring the wall to
create a penciled grid of oversize diamonds. After pressing upholstery tacks

partway in at each corner, he painted the wall and pushed the tacks in a bit
more. Then, starting in the lower right corner, he wove the yarn left, then
right, then left...until he'd worked his way across. "The 6rst time, I ran out
halfway through," he says. "So I took it all off, bought a new roll' and

started again!" Joe complemented the purple hue by facing an IKEA cabinet
with richly toned walnut slats. "If we ever move out, I hope the next tenant

will want to keep it," he says of the accent wall. "If not," he notes, "the
yarn can go into Mayra's next knitting proiect." I

[reader sawgl

mixedmedia
spilfs up a
plainwall

oq
z
o
o
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"Peoplelove
thewall'ssubtle

3-D quality."

FOR MORE INFORN/ATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 96 Reader-Crealed lssue OCToBER 2015 THISoLDHoUSE.COM 23
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Textural touch: Joe
wrapped cotton yarn
around brass upholstery
tacks to make the diamond
pattern. Palnt: Benjamin
Moore's Vintage Charm
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shopping

Heads up!
Answer the call of the wild with these cheeky trophy mounts
BY MEGAN BAKER T PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARK LUND

Joe Hunan
NEWYORKCITY

"I like the quirky element
they add to the space."

loeb own

tatridermy
Ls defmitely

more fTrn
I

/ G I

IFYOU,REGOING to
make a statement, consider {'ra loud one: a ppowl, a

roaq or a trumpet, even.

We like to think that's
what's behind the tongue-
in-cheek mounted animal

I I

o
heads we saw in this year's

contest entries, like the

cardboard fauna in reader

Joe Human's living room
(below). "I like the 3-D
effect on my wall," Joe
says. (You'll see more of
that accent wall on page

23.) Taxidermy has been

around for centuries, of
course, enloying its heyday

in the oddities-obsessed
Victorian era. Todiry, faux
versions-ranging from
abstract art to ultra-
realistic replicas-offer
Iooks both whimsical and

I
I

I T
l> bigred

beautiful. Here, nine
beasts you're sure to
gowild for.

Made of : Resin
Size: 30"W x 22"D x 29"H
Highl ights: The naturally
goofy moose becomes a
playful centerpiece in a
vibrant tomato hue. $24*
grandinroad.com

rC
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t-)2> hornsaplenty
HOME DECORATORS

COI.L[CTION
Painted resin

6"Wx9"Dx16"H
An aged-

bronze finish gives this
dramatically antlered
gazelle serious style. $34;
homedecorators.com

3> onsafari
NEAR & DEER

Painted resin
9"Wx12"Dxl5"H

. Savannagreen
highlights €very fold on
this picture-perfect
grizzled rhino. $120;
nearanddeer.com

4> tall order
Z GALI..IRIT

Resin
10"Wx15"0x31Yr"H

With its long
neck and docile demeahor,
this giraffe will cast an
elegant eye on your living
space. $130; zgallerie.com

5> stripes
DWi:LLSTUDIC

Papier-mAch6
16"Wx13"Dx11"H

A zebra head of
molded newsprint springs
to life thanks to bright teal
painted details. $4O;
wayfair.com

B

I

\

ilt

t\

T



I
I

It
:::.;ll:

..:"r:r':

. ," l

-1:

E
"i..

.L

I
@ t"\

;

b--.

I

6> readallaboutit
CARIBBEAN CRAFT

Made of; Papier-m6ch6
Size:l6,EW xt7"D x 29"H
Hightight$: This graceful
springbok is handmade in
Haiti from recycled paper.

$191; us.amara,com

7> boldgraphics
DWELLSTUDIO

[,lade of; Papier-m6ch6
Size: 12"llY x 13"D x 13"H
Hightights: An abstract
giraffe's head gains
definition from painted
fur patterns. $54;
allmodern.com

8> trunkshow
HOME DECORATORS

COLLECTION
Made of: Resin
Size: 13"W x 4"D r 17"H
Highlights: An aged-brass
color gives this elephant
head an antiquelook. $34;
homedecorators.com

9> small-time
ZGALLERIE
Made o{: Resin
Size: 15"W x 7r,fD x li!32'H
Highlights: This
miniaturized moose head is
fit for a smidgen of wall
space-orfora grouped
disptay. $5O; zgallerie.com ll

SEE THE WHOLE
MENAGERIE
Find the rest of our
faux favorites at
thisoldhouse
.com/oct2o15
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Ihis primff is hiller.

lntroducing tt/old Killing Primer. A breakthrough primer that kills mold and primes at the
same time. Allowing you to paint directly over mold, mildew and odor causing bacteria.
The newest innovation from Zinsser. Mold Killing Primer.
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l,andscaping

He'sa backyard hero
While deployed Z5O0 miles from home, this reader designed
his dream baclqyard on paper, then spent months building it
BY SALVAGLICA o PHOTOGRAPHS BY LISA ROMEREIN [readerwidonJ

outdoor
hangouts

heep a tamilt
close

r

a
,{t

WHEN IT COMES TO TRANSFORMING a backyard, most DIYers do

itovertime-addsome plants one year, follow up with hardscaping the

next-until the space is complete. It's the rare homeowner who formulates

a plan, then executes it like clockwork. But Tbis Old Hou.se reader Juan
Zetino did just that after spending about a year designing his ultimate yard.

Back in August 2009, Juan and his wife, Vicky moved into their fust
house: a stucco ranch in Camarillo, California, about 15 miles from the

naval base where he is stationed. The home's interior was move-in ready

for the family of five, but the backyard wasn't as welcoming. "The yard

was plain," he says. "No one went out there to hang out." As a Seabee, a

member of the construction arm of the Navy engineering corps responsible

for building military fortifications, Juan is skilled in carpentry and bridge

engineering. He planned to redo the yard before a scheduled deployment to
Guam that coming March, but a Christmas Day phone call changed things.

Three weeks later he was in Afghanistan's northern Balkh province for the

start of his fust stint there. The backyard would have to wait.

tuan lettn
CAMARILLO.
CALIFORNIA

"I'mawaya
lot-the yard

makesiteasyto
reconnectwhen

I'mhome."

before
z

9

z

-
o
f

BEFoRE While it had grass, the
plain backyard wasn't inviting.

AFTER The paver patio, a
grapevine-covered pergola,
and an outdoor kitchen give
Juan and his family reason
to head outside.

oc'l'oBElt20r; THIsoLDHousE.coM 29
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. landscaplng I backyardhero

In between laying out and building Army
and Marine bases overseas, Juan spent his
downtime with magazines like TDrs Old House,
looking for ideas to turn the yard into a space
where he could catch up with his family
stateside. Ten months later, he returned with
"a 70 percent plan that, after I got back to the
house and walked through the yard, became
about a 90 percent plan," he says, in military
building terms. The design was short on lawn,
because the kids spend their time on bikes and
skateboards out front, but big on activiry-
specific zones that would make the most of
the wide and shallow 75-by-30-foot yard.

His sketch began with an ourdoor room
with a kitchen, and a 6re pit to take the chill
out of the evening air, which averages about
60"F in their area. Defined by a 12-by-1S-foot
paver patio below and a redwood pergola
above, the room is tucked into a corner with
easy access to the family room. A gas 6re pit
ringed with Adirondack chairs is the perfect

Il] Juan and his family use the patio space a few
times a week. [2] A pathway leads from the house
to the gas fire pit and covered hot tub, with stepping
stones connectingto a flagstone patio. On family
movie nights, they hang a portable projector screen
from the patio's arbor.

the plan
Several outdoor roorns are scattered aroundthe
yard and are unif, ed by a decomposed-granite path.

outdoor
kitchen hot

t!i:)

tr

E]u

ntafo {in

/

smoker

flagstone
patio

U {
tr

side
yard ll deck

master
bedroom
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[3] Juan picked up
the wine barrelthis
past spring while
visiting a vineyard
and found inspiration
in IOH'sfold-down
"Murphy bar" on
thisoldhouse.com.
[4I For quick
weekday dinners,
the family uses
the grill. But come
weekends, the
barbeeue smoker.
the newest addition
to the yard, sees a
lotofaction. [5] For
larger parties, the
Zetinos open the
French doors
connecting the
main patio with the
family room inside.

spot for post-meal marshmallow roasts year-

round. Outside the master bedroom is a

trifecta of relaxation that includes a small

hardwood deck for morning coffee. The deck's

wall-mounted folding bar instantly turns 5 p.tvt.

into happy hour. Nearby is a hot tub to help

ease workweek stress. A few steps away,a

smaller flagstone patio with an arbor holds a

caf6 table and chairs, providing extra seating

for entertaining.

Juan has plenty of building experience as

a Seabee, from working with steel studs-
like the ones he used to frame the outdoor
kitchen-to finishing interiors. But for this
job, he also called in some backup. After
hiring contractors to install gas lines for the

outdoor kitchen and lay the paver patio-
work they finished in days-Juan and his

older son, Jessie, built the redwood pergola.

After that he started on the hot-tub area

before moving to the flagstone fire pit.
Over a dozen weekends and a few week-

long vacations in the eight months that
followed, Juan and his family finished room

after room. His younger son, Carlos, helped

stain the deck, the pergola, and the arbor, while

Vicky kept an eye out for outdoor furniture
within their budget. He and Alyssa, the couple's

youngest child, planted the deck perimeter with
canna lilies; then he searched garden centers

for jasmine, plumeria, birds of paradise, and

kangaroo paws to give the yard a tropical feel.

Compared with the hundreds of pounds of
stone and wood that he added, the plants often
proved even more troublesome. He had to
replant the cannas-he'd underestimated their
mature size-and muscle the 20-foot-tall
queen palm trees into the backyard on a dolly.

While the project came together in the end

as planned, the Zetinos continue to improve
upon it. This year they added a vegetable
garden with eggplant, squash, tomatoes,
and peppers. And Juan just upgraded the

redwood pergola with Edison-style outdoor
lights. Vhat once was empry lawn is now
a lively gathering place. "Since I'm overseas a

lot and get homesick," Juan says, "I wanted
a space, away from TVs and phones, where
my family could catch up when I'm home.

Now we're in the backyard all the time." t

FOR IUORE INFOR[,4ATION, SEE DIRECTORY. PAGE 96
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The real pregnancytes* remodeling
What better time to rip out the kitchen than when there's a bun in the oven?
Your guide to getting it all done. Sort of rLLUsrRAnoNs By pErER AND MARIA HoEy

IT'S NOT JUST THE THRILL of having
a child-it's the uncontrollable urge to
finally finish the attic. And swap in a new
kitchen sink, with a better faucet and a
prettier backsplash, and maybe a new
range while you're at it.

For reasons known only to Mother
Nature, nothing focuses artention on
home improvements quite like the
imminent arrival of offspring. Call it
hardwiring, or perhaps it's the pressure of
a truly immutable deadline. Every year,

when you send us stories for this reader-
remodel issue, we hear without fail from
couples who somehow, by some twist of
logic they wouldn't be able to explain
themselves, decided to usher in a newborn
by, say, stenciling miniature constellations
on the nursery ceiling-in the middle of
the night-or engaging in a frenzied gut
redo of the master bath after initially
thinking all it needed was new towels.

In the spirit of celebration, if not the
frank recognition of a genuine syndrome,
we offer this pregnancy planner for
incipient parents.

Firsttrimester
Weeksl-4
> Ah, life...so pleasant, so srmple...
> Whaaaat?Iwo dark blue lines are
positive, right? Oh my gosh! Exciting!
Terrifying! Remodeling!

> Text handyman: Need to convert
closet to nursery, STAT!

Weeks5-8
> Callfuture grandparents with blessed
news; ask if they can handle demolition.
> With no closet, where to store the
Bugaboo? Scratch that. Willcarry kid.
Can't afford strollerand remodel.

> Empty house of all chemicals; commit
to buying cleaning products derived only
f rom expel ler-pressed chrysanthemums.
> Handyman lt/lA. Find that scrap of paper
with password for Angie's List. What's with
this desk? Home office may need redo.

> Text photo of loose stair railing to
GC from Angie's List: Can he come
over right away?

Weeks9-ljl
> Hear peanut's heartbeat-this is

really happening!

> Do GCs not text? And why are their
home phones not listed? lr/ay need help
with crib assembly, also with designing
and building out new second-f loor layout.

Second trirnester
Weeks 14-17
> Google "easy-install no-VOC wallpaper
with animalthemes and purple colorway."

> Still no word from GC. Google "DlY

building tips"-no, make that "especially

reliable handypersons."

> Start list of baby names. (Why does
"Angie" keep popping up?)

Weeks 18-21
> Hire "lViracle Mike" to convert closet
and assemble crib. Be very specific
about deadline.
> Expose baby to color therapy by
propping paint swatches on belly. One
kick means "loves it" or "hates it"?
> Ultrasound: lt's a girl!

tNeeks22-24
> Closet demo done on deadline!
Let's name her Mikel

*s $ r

0

0

32 THrsoLDHousE.coM ocroBER zos I Reader-Created lssue

Step 5



fi?tlA

W 7t

a\r
\\\

> BuyTums.

> Ask boss re maternity leave. Buy

bigger pants, also bigger wet/dry vac.

Weeks25-26
> Where's Mike? Nursery still needs

drywall-and maybe a window.

> Download crib assemblytips.

> Would LOVELOVELOVE a glass of
chardonnay. Grrrrr.

> Ask friends how to baby-proof kitchen
May need to gut it.

Thirdtrimester
Weeks2T-32
> Mike not respondingto REPEATED

texts. Pay house call, assure him Medela

belly band can be fashioned into a noose.

> Confirm that doula is able to
assemble crib.

> Order knitted booties from Etsy, size 0.

Also, Red Wingwork bootsfrom Amazon,

size 7. No, make it S-feet are swelling.

> Help best friend plan baby shower.
Hint that guests should dress for a
painting party.

> Fix bath faucet, which starts leaking

whenever in there, which is now

CONSTANTLY.

Weeks33-36
> Prepare punch list for
closet-nursery conversion.

> Track down name of the purple that
lady at prenatal class wore-not
quite Deep Caviar, not quite Eggplant

Melody either.

> Doula seems handy. Ir/aybe she can

help f ix railing, too?

> Bath faucet has gotta go. Vanity should

too. Check Pinterest for tile options.

Weeks3T-40
> Crib not coming together.
Buy dimensional lumberto craft
one from scratch.

> Stay up till 3 n.v. installing new faucet
and medicine cabinet. Find grout

samples under drop cloth inside new
vanity-how'd they get there?

D-day
> So far...nothing!

> Finish nursery, fix handrailon own.

> Use downtime to reorganize kitchen
utensils and alphabetize spices.

> Can finish crib later. Rehab dresser
drawer for baby's welcome home.

Eight days past due date
> Seems awfully warm these days.

Will resting belly on sixth rung of
ladder while installing ceiling fan
bring on contractions?
> Practice breathing.

> Contemplate career switch;
world needs fewer lawyers,

more design-build experts.

> Was that a shock or...uh-oh...down the
ladder and to the hospital!

> Don't forget: car seat, baby blanket,
spouse, and fan deck-closet needs
new paint color scheme.l

lnspired by the stories of Andrea Faw and daughter Ava: JulieTurner and daughter Elisabeth; Rebecca Hatfield
andtwins Avery and Addison: Kasia Bulkowski and son Mikolai: Sara Colleary and daughter Maeve
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The new fall lineup
and hottest trends

are HERE!
Get the high-quality hardwood,
bamboo or laminate floor you

always dreamed of, at a low price
you deserve. Get to your

local store, and get inspired
with all the latest trendsl

1-800-HARDW00D I lumberliquidators.com
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The things theysaved
A stripped-down Queen Anne comes back to life with the help
of original details, some refurbished and some found
BY KATHERINE BICER o PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANTHONY TIEULI

be{ore
:te

ThrBiet,

I

Katherine
Biaer and
husband
Murat

BELMONT,
MASSACHUSETTS

"Thetusttime
westepped

throughthedoor,
it felt like we
werehome."

I IIAVE A FASCINATION with the things people have lived with
and loved. Our intent with this house, which we're thrilled is on the

new season of Tbis Old House, is to reuse as many old details as

possible. Of course we're making changes-adding a porch and a

mudroom, putting in a new kitchen, and redoing the bedrooms

upstairs. But we love knowing that elements that have always been

here will continue to be a part of the house, a part of our home.

Even though my husband, Murat, and I are from very different
parts of the world-he grew up in an apartment building in Ankara,
Turkey, and I grew up in a 1950s two-story in Norman,
Oklahoma-we both treasure timeworn obiects. We bought a pair
of vintage stained-glass windows at an antiques shop 10 years ago,

HONORING HISTORY
This season, This Old House general
contractor Tom Silva and the crew are
renovating an 1895 Queen Anne in
Belmont, Massachusetts (BEFORE).
Homeowners Murat and Katherine
Bicer wanted a historical home in
which to raise their young son and
daughter (ABOVE) and plan to restore
as many of the original details as
possible, including some brass sconces
Katherine is shining up (TOP LEFT).

Reader-Created lssue ocroBER 2o1s rHIsoLDHousE.coM 35
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GOODWOOD
RIGHT: Dan
Buckley, of Silva
Brothers
Construction,
connects a new
sash cord to
a restored
divided-light
windowsash.

FAR RIGHT: Tom
Silva works on an
original door that
he and fOH
master carpenter
Norm Abram
disassembled, cut
down, and rebuilt,
reducing its width
from 3O inches to
24 inches to fit
the second-floor
bathroom.

.d
WATCHTHE
MAGIC
HAPPEN
Tune in to

This Old House TV I

right after we were married. 1il7e had no real use for
them, but we loved the design and the colors of the
glass, so we hung them as decoration in the two
condos we lived in.

'We must have a thing about windows, because
that's one of the reasons we bought this house. The
first time we stepped in the door, we felt like we were
home: The whole house was bathed in sunlight. There
were so many windows, most of them original and
with imperfect wavy glass, which just makes such
gorgeous light. As we walked
around the house, we saw detail
after detail that we loved.

We lived in the house for six
months before starting the
renovation, and despite the
winter drafts decided to keep
those old windows, nearly 40 in
all. Our architect, Mathew
Cummings, and [TOHTV
general contractor] Tom Silva
supported our decision, and the
cost would be comparable to
replacements. I7e sent all the
sashes out to Olde Bostonian,
where they are being stripped,

repaired, reglazed, and repainted. Here at the house,
the window wells are being scraped, and rot and
damage fixed. The windows will get weatherstripping
where there was none, but the big improvement will
be the new triple-track storm windows, which have
two storms and a screen built in, so we don't have to
swap one for another with the seasons. Tom says a
well-sealed single-pane window with a good qualiry
storm is just as efficient as a new double-pane window.
So our 1895 windows will get2015 performance.

It's the best of both worlds, and
we're trying to achieve that with
other decisions as well. There were
things that had been hidden or
covered up or removed over the
years, and we want to bring those
elements back. There were old doors
in place and also extras in the
basement--doors with screens,

doors with windows, wood-panel
doors. We're going to be able to use

original five-panel doors in almost
every room, but there's such an
assortment of hardware, we're still
working out how to deal with that.
We'd like to figure out how to

your
PBS

local
station

to catch the
new season of
TOH TV. To
stream any
episode from
the past 12
years, go to
thisoldhouse
.com/
watchTOH
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organize the hardware by style-for example, one

floor with all crystal doorknobs, another floor with
all brass-instead of having to replace all the knobs.

Consistency throughout the house doesn't matter to
us as much as using the same pieces that people have

used to open the doors over and over again for years.
'We're also reusing simple brass sconces that were in

various places around the house. When the wall was

opened up around one sconce, you could see the

history of lighting technology: gas line, knob and tube,

copper wiring. We love that. Two of these sconces are

going in the master suite.

Our suite will also get a refurbished claw-foot tub

and a restored marble vanity top, both of which lived

in a second-floor bath. The tub was so beat up, we

weren't sure it could be saved, but it's going to add so

much warmth and charm to the room.
All these original items mean so much to us.

Murat says that if you live in a house that's been

around longer than you have, it makes you feel part
of the neighborhood, like you belong. It's so true.

And saving things that belong in the house is part
of what makes us feel that we belong here too. I

EE
With Bali@ Blinds and Shades plus a

Somfy remote, you can block light and
glare with just the touch of a button-it

doesn't get easier than that.

ba I i b I i nd s. co m/s ma rter

A
way to control

your shades.

SSBali'
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SALVAGE FINDS
LEFT: This antique
stained-glass window
is one of a pair the
Bicers purchased as
newlyweds; it willgo in
the powder room.

BOTTOM: Katherine
bought 36 vintage
cast-iron bin pulls
knowingtheywill
add period charm
to the kitchen.
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OPPOSITE: The Bicers
found this oak mantel
in a salvage shop and
snatched it up for the
new fireplace in the
living room.
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INTRODUCING THE WORLD'S

MOST ENERGY EFFICIENT
COOLING AND HEATING SYSTEM

So efficient your utility company
might PAY YOU to insrall one!
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lntroducing the RLS3/H Series

' Ductless technology

' Quick and easy installation

' Whisper quiet operation down to 23dB

' High performance heating down to
-1 5"F outdoor temperatures

' SEER ratings as high as 33

' 235% more efficient than the government
minimum standard

' Available in 9, 12 and 15,000 BTU/h
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Mcst Efficient

2015, ,,

www.ensrsy$tar"s8v

OUTDOOR UNIT CC

-check with your state and local utility company to see if rebates are available in your area
for the purchase of high efficiency ductless mini-splits.
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greatadaPtations

Theytooka pagefrom us
Plenty of people are happyjust flipping through This Old House,
but these determined DIYers didn't stop there
BY MEGAN BAKER AND DEBORAH BALDWIN

HOMEOWNERTO-DOLISTS
tend to run from the annoying to
the mundane. But some of you
like to think big. Alongside

"replace HEPA filter" and "buy
lightbulbs" you might add "master
woodworking skills" and "build a

mantel." While poring over the

submissions to our reader-remodel

contest, we were struck by the manY

projects that began with a how-to
in TOH. You've astonished us with
your skills and impressed us with
the creative end runs you do around
problems. And we're gratefirl for
the trust you place in us to guide

you along the way. As Tom Rife (see

his cabinets on the next page) wrote,
"In doing all the work ourselves, as

remodelers know, you build
everything twice: in your mind and

then physically constructing
everything. Fear of the unknown
always plays a part. But TOH
alleviates those fears. " Hats off to
all you dreamers-and to this
sampling of your DIY derring-do.

Adarw
wilbllaftqffi

[ruader adviael

briwhome
anidea

andmalre it
yow own

Heather Thibodeau
IJAMSVILLE, MARYLAND

THE INSPIRATION "11Ways to Give Your Home a Personal Stamp," May 2013,
and "Add a Runner Without Carpet or Nails," May 2009

THE ADAPTATION While updating her family's finished basement, devoted DlYer and blogger
Heather (heatherednest.com) wanted to brighten the staircase. She and her husband, Dave,

began by removing a wall to open up the area. After coveringthe linoleum on the corner-turn
landing with utility-grade oak, Heather took a belt sander to the worn pine treads. Luckily,
"there were no spindles, the risers were already painted, and because we were repainting, the
wood didn't have to be perfect." The couple primed the steps and put down two base coats
of white porch and patio f loor paint. "We used FrogTape to create the effect of a runner,
sealing the edges with the base color so the second color couldn't bleed under." lt's been two
years, Heather notes, "and it's held up very well."
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. greatadaptations

crafted oak cabinets

THE ADAPTATION Professional baker and lifelong
DlYer Tom and his wife, Sue, lived with their 1940s
kitchen for 22 years before he was able to remodel
it. Cabinets of richly grained quartersawn white oak,
on f ull display in the January /February 2008 issue,
were uppermost in the couple's minds. Armed with a

compound mlter saw, and aided by close f riend and
mentor Marc Sober, Tom made not onlythe boxes
but also the face frames, door panels, rails, and stiles.
Then he completed each door face by gluing on eight
%-inch-wide strips. "lncludingthe panel, that's 13
pieces per face," he says, "and there are 29 doors.
It's a simple construction, but so solid-people are
amazed to think I made them."

I
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dressed up the fireplace
Ashleg and Bret Farris
CARROLLTON, TEXAS

THE INSPIRATION "Fireplace Face-Lift for Just $87,"
January/February 2073

THE ADAPTATION The plain painted f ireplace in their 1980s ranch bugged
Ashley, who prefers the look of natural brick and traditionaltrim. After
single-handedly stripping off the paint, she worked with Bret to re-create
the mantel in the January /February 2013 Budget Redo. "We weren't strong
DlYers before we bought our house, and we acquired tools slowly," she says.
They used their new table saw to cut panels and a shelf out of MDF, shopped
at a home center for MDF molding, then installed the assembly with glue,
masonry screws, and a nailgun. Allthings considered, says Ashley, "l think
we did a good job of making it look as if it has always been there." Agreed!

40 THrsoLDHousE.coM ocroBER zots Reader-Arealed lssue

TonRife
NORTH CANTON, OHIO

THE INSPIRAT!ON
"ln Fine Detail,"
January/February 2008
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sculptedagarden
,Iinm and Cgnthia Carroll
MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY

THE INSPIRATION "Focus on
Foliage," April2009

THE ADAPTATTON After digging out an article saved
f rom the April 2009 issue featuring a leafy, curvaceous
border garden, this period-house-proud couple
revamped their backyard with foliage encircling two
well-established trees like a gracefulfigure eight. "We

had diff iculty growing grass there, " says Jimm, "so

our choices were to stretch a hammock or create an

environmentthat would invite meandering." The article
got them thinking about shape, structure, and layers,
as well as texture and color. " Before, the yard was a
blank slate," Cynthia says. Today it boasts Japanese
holly, rhododendron, liriope, and flowering bulbs, and
the foliage keeps it lush practicallyyear-round.

set off ahome office
,IasonAustin
LIBERTY, NORTH CAROLINA

THE INSPIRATION "Build a Columned Room
Divider, " January / F ebruary 2013

THE ADAPTATION Jason "wanted to give something back"
to his parents, Emma and Robert, so he camped out at his
childhood home, in Danville, Virginia, long enough to carry
out its first redo since 1975. His mom and dad's wish list
included a defined office area with light flowingthrough, so
he replaced a wall with our columned room divider. "l fell in
love with the one in the magazine," he says of the January/
February 2013 how-to, "and built it pretty much to the

specs." His main departure: using a

=.-*- mix of painted and clear-coated wood.
Shelves and an armchair on the side
opposite the office serve as a new
reading nook. Jason's parents were
speechless when they saw it. "They've
given me so much," he says. "l'm glad
I could do something big for them." rl
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You folkssure can pinch a penny!
We salute our 2ol5 champions of cheap-equal parts genius and thrifty-
who refuse to acceptthe concept of firll price TLLUSTRAnoNS By GREG cLARK

Barbiegoesprimetime
Katlerine Meaahan aeurr, cALtFoRNTA

I took a bigold TVthat didn't
work,gutted itwith a butter
knife and wire cutters, and made

a lllr rbir: I )rcanrhousc for my cJzrughtcr'.
Itiftcclt llartrics Iivc therc nr-rw
What Katherine saved: $I74

theperfstfloor
KeriKarrie
PLYMOUTH, INDIANA

When remodelingour
1950s lake cottage,

ffi,yougonnalcepthat?
SuzanneLong
LOLETA, CALIFORNIA

Whilevisitinga home
show, we passed a

beautiful, lighted composite deck
on display. lt looked like we could
plop it right down in our front yard,
so I asked the man who was

working there if it was for sale. He

said it was-for half price. We got a
U-Haultruck, and the men at the
show broke down the deck and
loaded it up for us.

What Suzanne saved: $2,5OO

we wanted wide-plank wood floors
but could afford nothing we found
at local retailers. ln our search, we
discovered 8-inch-wide, %-inch-
thick tongue-and-groove pine
planks normally used as knotty-
pine wall paneling. There's a

decorative V-notch on one side,
but the back is perfectly flat. Sold!
We laid the planks back-side up
and face-nailed each board to
prevent cupping. We sanded the
installed floor with a rented
circular sander, then applied two
coats of high-build floor varnish.
The total cost finished was about
$2.50 per square foot.
What Keri saved: $4,5OO

Ittallinthedetafis
,Xennifer

MonlagueClark
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

lcouldn't justify

spendlng money on a new f ront
door, so in ordertogivethe plain

^&
SEEIHG IS
BELlEVltrtG
Findagalleryof
ourawardees'
projects at
thisoldhouse
.com/octilO15
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fat-walletawards

flat-front door of my 1914

Craftsman new dimension and
character, I decided to add a dentil
detail. I went down to the lumber
store and took a free sample of
chair-rail molding. I nailed it to the
front door, caulked and painted it,

and-voil it ! -f ree cu rb appeal !

What Jennifer saved: $1,086

Concretechic
CharisHollowag
MARSHFIELD,

WISCONSIN

We wanted to create
a warm and cozy space in our
unfinished basement for our
college-student daughter to enjoy
when she is at home. We didn't
have the time or money for a full
renovation, so we decided to
attempt a loft-like atmosphere. We

started by covering the poured-
concrete walls with joint compound
to create faux-brick walls. I used a

level as a guide and drew the grout
lines with my finger. After it dried,
I painted the raised areas to
resemble bricks. To finish the look,
we painted the concrete f loor to
simulate wood planks. She loves it!
Alltold, we bought seven buckets of
joint compound ($70), and 3
gallons and 4quarts of paint ($140)-
What Charis saved: $6,478

Lightingtricks

@[***;ff]:{*",""
remodel, we had to get creative. I

found supplies to make a couple of
sconces from an online lighting-
parts dealer, and my husband did
the wiring. I spray-painted some of

the metal in dark iron, some in

brushed nickel, and some we left in
the original brass, for a mixed-metal
look. lt was quite an education
since I didn't know a sconce arm
fromacanopy before we began!
What Dianasaved: $372

GoingtoEfeatleryths
AnitaCosgriff
SOUTH BELOIT, ILLINOIS

We found a family-
owned outfit in

Wisconsin that could manufacture
stones for our outdoor fireplace at
$4.75 a square foot versus the
$15.75 we'd been quoted by a local
supplier. My husband, youngest
son, and I took our truck and a
flatbed trailer on a beautiful
seven-hour round trip to pick up
our bargain stone. On the drive
back, we had dinner at an adorable
family restaurant and shopped at
an antiques store, where I found
the coolest vintage sink-it's now
a part of my laundry room.
What Anita saved: $1,860

A money-saving resolution
EdwinHilb
LITTLETON, COLORADO

Right after NewYear's,
I went to our home

center to talk about options for my
kitchen renovation. The employee I

spoke with let me in on a little
secret:Winter is a slow period for
their subcontractors, because most
folks are paying off holiday bills. To
secure my business, they offered
mea25 percent discount off the
total price to have granite counters
installed and my cabinets refaced.
WhatEdwinsaved:
about$1O,OOO

Harvestinghouseparts
BewrlegHanaox
INTERLAKEN, NEWYORK

Weneededanewhandrail
inourbackentry.Wehad

rccent 11'cleared trer-s ()n our propettr',
lurcl tircr-e s'as ahophornbcarn lrceu'ith
a trunk thc perf'ee t dianreter. \11'son cut
it clou'u to sizr'. stripped the'bark, ancl
sanded the rvt-rod. No fir-rish rr'as appliccl.
but it has a nice patina from "pahn" oil.
\1:e nou'have a uniquc. inte resting
h andrai l, clecoratt.cl rvitir i nsect squiggles
trncl holcs. at no cost. I bought the slurd-v
brackc'ts:rt a relrse store. Total cost: S2.
plus lunch tirr rnv sorr.

What Beverley saved: $95.36 r
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Together we'll turn your space into a beautiful place for family and friends. At prices that will make you smile.

To find the showroom in your neighborhood and your $100 off certificate, go to BuyAbbey.com/offer.
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weekendremodel

You love this vintage touch
Taking a cue from reader remodels, we decided to retrofit
a charming old bureau for awhole new purpose
BY PAUL HOPE : PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANTHONY TIEULI

',G'
t,

[read*tpl
convert a
dresset

into a bath
vanity

'I WAS LOOKING FORANTIQUB DRESSERS on Pinterest when I stumbled
across people using them as vanities," says reader Caleb Kettler, who decided
to make one himself. "The trickiest part is fitting in the plumbing." lndeed, to
make way for the trap, you'll have to modify the drawers. ri(/ho better to
demonstrate how to do that than This Old Hou.se master carpenter Norm
Abram? Now, his version of the project is pretty involved; the dresser here is all
curved openings, and it got a new top of marble with a drop-in sin}, requiring
more modifications. You can make an easier go of it by plopping a vessel sink
right on top of a rectilinear piece. Either way, the approach is the same. See for
yourself as Norm walks you through the steps to adding a truly original focal
point to your bath, all while preserving a precious bit of drawer space.

Faucet: Rohl Viaggio
Country Bath

Collection, $37O;
rohlhome.com

cosT $25, plus the
dresser, sink, and top
T|ME Two days

DtFFtcULTY lvloderate. H ire
a pro to fabricate the top.

a*z

t-
I

Caleb Kettler
WOODLAND

PARK,
COLORADO

"Ididn'twant
avanitylike

everyoneelse's."
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DAY-TO-DAY
TIMELINE

. weekendremodel I dresser vanity

SATURDAY lv{odify the
tuawers (Steps 1-3).
SUNDAY Complete the
vanity (Steps 4-7).

brace blocking

false
drawer

front

corner
blocking

drawer front

internal side

drop-in sink

TOOLS

> clamps
> trim saw or

mini circular saw
> oscillating multitool

with a flush-cutting
blade, or a handheld
flush-cutting saw

> drill,/driver
and bits

> tape measure
> straightedge
> pencil
> rafter square
> sliding T-bevel
> miter saw
> table saw
> hammer and

Pry bar
> pneumatic brad

nailer
> glue brush
> stud finder
> jigsaw

MATERIALS

> dresser
> drop-in or

vessel sink
> optional drawer-

slide hardware
Get one pair of
100-pound side-
mount full-extension
slides. sized to the
depth of the drawers.

> cove moldingGet
a 2-foot length for
blocking.

> 1x4 pine Get a 6-foot
length for slide
mounts and corner
blocking.

> 1x2 pine Get a 2-foot
length for the face
braces.

> 2x4 framing scrap
to secure the vanity
to the wall

> %-inch wood screws
> 3-inch wood screws
> l%-inch wood

screws
> l7a-inch 18-gauge

brads
> wood glue
> silicone caulk

I

drawer
support

=' 5F". 1S

II
h:f.r#l::!eupper
AI Cut the drawer sides. On this dresser, the upper
drawer must be removed to allow room for the drop-in
sink. That means the drawer face has to come off and
be reinstalled later to create a false front. Clamp the
drawer to a work surface and use the trim saw or handsaw
to cut along the sides of the drawer where they meet
the face, as shown.

BI Cut the drawer bottom. Fl ip the drawer upside
down and fit the oscillating multitool with a flush-cutting
blade or grab a handheld f lush-cutting saw. Cut along the
back side of the drawer front, where the bottom meets
it, keeping the blade snug against it. Set aside the drawer
f ront as well as the parts of the drawer frame-you'll use
them in Step 3 to modify the lower drawer. Use the drill/
driver to unscrew the dresser top.

z
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o
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MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

WHY YOUR
COOLING
& HEATING
SYSTEM
IS LIKE A
4o^-FOOT
LONG
HOT DOG.

COOLING & HEATING
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It wouldn't make sense if you ordered a foot-long dog and
were forced to pay for a 4O-footer. But that's exactly how

traditional HVAC works.You fork over money to cool and heat
rooms you aren't using. Mitsubishi Electric offers a better way.
With individual room temperature control, no new ductwork

and lower energy bills. Hot dog.

Visit mitsubishicomfort.com -J

t,

-I

L=



o weekendremodel I dresser vanity

2*"oify the tower drawer
Al Mark the lower drawer. To make room f or the plumbing, you'l I

need to build a cutout into at least one of the drawers-in this case.
the lower one. Rest the drawer upside down on your work surface, and
measure and mark spots 4 inches to the right and left of the drawer's
centerline. Use the straightedge, as shown, to draw cutlines on the
bottom of the drawer. Transfer your marks to the back of the drawer.

BI Cut the drawer. Clamp the drawer so that you can work on its
back. Using the rafter square as a guide, follow the cutline along the
back of the drawer with the trim saw. Keep the drawer clamped, and
continue following the cutline on the bottom of the drawer until you
reach the face. Use either the multitool or the handsaw to finish the
cut and separate the cutout where it attaches to the face.

TIP
Ifyoudon't
have atable
saw, make
cornerblocking
from cove or
quarter-round
molding.

3 ,r,td the plumbing cutout

BC

Al Cuttheinternalsides.Take the upper drawer's back and use the sliding
T-bevel to find the angle where one end meets the front, then transfer the angle
and cut the end. Hold the piece upright in the cutout, and mark it where the back

of the lower drawer intersects it. The new piece will be
sandwiched between the drawer front and the drawer
back. Cut the piece on the miter saw. Measure, mark, and
cut the opposite piece.

BI Attachthe internal sides. Dry-fit the newly cut
pieces. One at a time, remove them and run a bead of
wood glue along the edges where they attach; f it them in
place, and secure them with the pneumatic nail gun and
l.7a-inch 18-gauge brads, as shown. Wipe away any excess
wood glue with a damp cloth.

C] Addthe comer blocking,. Rip angled blocking from
Lx stock on the table saw. Brush the right-angle edges of
the blocking with wood glue, position them between the
drawer sides and face, and tack them in place.
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No additives in ourtobacco
does NOT mean a safer cigarette.
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0rganic tobacco does NOT

mean a safer cigarette.

SURGE0N GENERAL'S WARNING, Smoking

Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.
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o weekendremodel I dresser vanity

4 Add the blocking
AI Cut the slide blocklng. The grooved dresser
drawers slid on wood guide rails. To update the dresser
drawers with optional heavy-duty slides, install blocking
flush between the leg framing. First, measure between
the front and back of the dresser frame just above the
wooden guide, as shown. Cut a 1x4 to that length. Make
1x4 blocking for the other side the same way.

BI Installthe slide blocking. Add spacers to f ill the
gap between the blocking and the dresser, securing them
with glue and brads. Wedge a cut Lx4 between the leg
framing just above the wooden guide on each side, and
toenail the ends into the framing. Use the hammer and pry
bar to remove the old wooden drawer guides.

5 oa,ach the drawer stides
AJ Setthe&awerrail. Follow the slide's installation instructions to position the inner
rail against the side of the drawer. check that the hardware is square to the back of
the drawer, and mark the prepunched holes on the blocking. Hold the rail in place, and
secure it to the drawer with the included r/z-inch wood screws. Repeat the process on
the other drawer side.

BI Secure the stide to the dresser. Measure below the
dresser's crosspiece according to the slide's installation
instructions, and mark that spot on the blocking. Extend
the slide rail from the track to access the screw holes,
and hold the track in place, with its top edge at your
mark. Fasten one side of the track to the support with
an included screw. Square up the track before driving a
second screw, then drive screws through the remaining
holes. lnstallthe slide on the other side in the same way.

CI Addthedrawersupports. Usethe hammerand pry
barto remove the center drawerguide from the bottom
of the dresser frame. lrrleasure and cut two pieces of
%-inch-thick scrap to connect the front and back of the
dresser frame. The supports should rest on the back of the
frame and be flush with the front edge of the dresser. Space
them undgr the new drawer sides, glue down the supports,
and tackthem in place with 17a-inch brads.
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Panasonic

3

H|e*+Sr "EZ

THE NEW DEFINITION OF SIMPLE
The last thing you need when remodeting your bathroom is a labor-intensive
vent fan instattation. That's why we created WhisperFit@ EZ, an easy-to-instatt,
ENERGY STAR@ certified workhorse that provides your home with years of
powerfut, quiet ventilation.

Its low profite depth and Flex-Z Fast'. bracket make it a breeze to instat[
from betowthe ceiting so you don't have to craw[ around in the attic.
Cut instatlation time even more by using your existing duct work, thanks
to the inctuded 4" to 3" duct adapter. Best of att, you won't sacrifice an

ounce of performance.

To [earn more about bathroom ventitation made EZ visit
us.panasonic.com/ventfans

PARTNER OF THE YEAR
Sustained Excellence

STAR
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. weekendremodel I dresser vanity

6 *"rttach the drawer face
AI Ma*e the face braces. To attach the face of the
upper drawer, make L-shaped braces. First, cut 3-inch
pieces of Lx2 and glue them together, edge to face, in an
L-shape, as shown. Tack the pieces together with L%-inch
brads. Make four braces, two for each side of the drawer face.

BI Attachthe f,ace. Hold the face of the upper drawer
in place on the dresser, and position a brace in the corner
where it meets the dresser frame. Tack the brace to the f rame
and drill a pilot hole through the brace and into the face of the
drawer. Secure the face with l.%-inch wood screws. Screw the
brace to the dresser frame and install the remaining braces.
Slide the lower drawer in place.

7,nstall the vanity

TIP
Toease

installation,
attachyour

fixtures
before

dropping
the sinkin.

AI Sectue the piece. Position your new vanity in the bathroom, its back edge about3r/z inches off the
wall. Use the stud finder to locate mounting points and cut two pieces of 2x4scrap. Align the scrap with
those marks and screw through the back of the vanity into each 2x4 with a pair of 3-inch wood screws.
Push the vanity against the wall and drill an angled pilot hole through each2x4 and into a wall stud, and
fasten it with a 3-inch wood screw.

BI THmthesinlrhole. Once the marble countertop was cutfor the drop-in sink, Norm had to make
a curved cut in a cross support in the dresser frame. lf your installation requires a similar cut, set a
compass to the width of the sink rim and followthe opening, marking a curved cutline on the cross
support. Follow alongthe line with a jigsaw.

CI Instatlthe sink. Dry-fit the sink in the opening in the countertop. lf it still hits the crosspiece,
remove the sink and continue to trim the crosspiece until it f its. Once it does, run a bead of silicone
caulk on the underside of the sink's perimeter and press the sink in place. lnstall the drain and faucet
and make the plumbing connections. i
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SATURDAY OGTOBER 24 & SUNDAY OCTOBER 25, NOON-6PM

Join This Otd House for a tour of our first-ever show house and a day of family-friendly fun.

Our Craftsman-style cottage is located at Cloudland Station, a 450-acre mountain community in Chickamauga,

Georgia, and will be featured in the November/December issue of This Old House magazine.

Live Music. Beer, Wine, and Cider Tastings . Barbecue . Raffles. Hay Rides . Pumpkin Decorating. Crafts. And More!

For tickets, go to Eventbrite.com and search for Cloudland Station
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www.Lutronsensors.com & m Etr

'):I3.LUTRON,

We'll get the lights.

. Lutron Motion Sensors save energy in your
kitchen,laundry room, bathroom and hallway

. Easily replace any switch in 15 minutes
in any home

. Available for about $20 from your local home
center or electrical professional

't

r
#

rc
1

lil

,,'dl

$
b}:d;*f"

G
ri---=

T

m

L

7.t hry

*

l

\ K;
t

I

I lI
,t

ffi \r

T
Moiion Sensor

(F

t@,"

*-,.t

..-

d
L

--l s1*:

t

T
t*

-*"il#
f:t

T
tri

il
r

r

7r (

-.--

IJ
.d



E
SMART

HOME /

rt the Jc ue. i
gadg

,e-
tking
while

I]
,n

-

-con
ier {rt

s
a
:ir

k

-

I

rl n

GI

gE

Ol
gt

I

HEr, BUDDY,
HOWRU?

( 1) Petcube's
lnteractive Wi-Fi Pet
Camera ($199) lets
you watch from your
smartphone asyou
talk to your pet
or direct a laser to
ente*ain it. "l've
definitely been caught
playing with Max
during meetings,"
admits Jason
(lNSET, far left).

( 2) Petnet's
SmartFeeder (915O)

senses when there's
still food in the bowl,
so it won't dispense
another serving
that spills over. lt
will also ping you if
you're low on food.
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BY I"AURAPRASER . PHOTOGRAPHS BY KEN GUTIUAKER
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COME ONIN

LEFT: As Sue Johnson
comes within range of
the front door, the
(3 ) August Smart Lock
($250) authenticates her
smartphone via Bluetooth,
and an app returns a
command to retract the
dead bolt-letting her
enter without reaching for
a key (or her phone, for
that matter).
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(4 ) Lutron's Casr6ta
Wireless Plug-ln Lamp
Dimmer($6O) letsyou
control two lamps from
the included remote or, if
connected to Lutron's
Smart Bridge ($12O),
from your phone.

JasonJohnsonwas
at work one day when an app on his smartphone alerted
him that his garage door was open. He knew that his wife
wasn't home and anyone could easily grab their bikes or
even try to break into the house. So he tapped a button
within the app, and the garage door-several miles away-
closed and locked. He switched apps and checked the live
feeds from three different video cameras for intruders in his
modest 1907 Edwardian home, switched apps again and
made sure the front door was locked. Satisfied, he peeked
at another feed to see if his dog was at his food bowl. Too
bad: If Max had been there, Jason could have played a re-
mote game of laser tag with him.

Like any decent San Francisco-based tech entrepreneu!

Jason owns a smartphone crammed with apps, but 25 of
them are dedicated solely to the 1,500-square-foot smart
home he shares with his wife, Sue, and young son, Jake.
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(5 ) lnsteon's new Hub Pro
($150) usesyour home's
existing wiring as a backup
to a radio-frequency
signal to control lighting
througtout the house as
well asthe Nestthermostat.
Operability with lnsteon's
existing sensors and other
devices will come later.
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3[Whenlseealight
on, water flowing, or
heat coming on-to
me, that's money.
It's in my DNA not to
waste anything. tt

ruMP & SHOUT

(6 ) Ganary's tult-HD
securitSr camera ($249 on
pre-order) can stream a

live video feed to your
smartphone, sound a
piercing alarm, and send
you alertstriggered by
any of its many sensors-
like a sudden shift in
temperature that could
indicate a fire. lf you
want to review the video
later, you'll need to fork
over a monthly fee for
cloud storage.

(7) Beep($99), awi-Fi
audio player, controls
in-wall speakers that
Jason installed in the living
room walls behind the
couch, and allows him to
play music directly from
his smartphone.

Thanks to the apps and the Internet-connected devices they

talk to, he can-from anywhere with cell service---<ontrol
pretty much every systemin the house, including locks,light-
ing, heat, music, motion and smoke detection, plant irriga-
tion, video suweillance, and, yes, canine feeding. Jason is a

poster child for the smart-home revolution, and his involve-
ment in tech and zest for tinkering have given him a decade's

head start on the rest of us-analog homeowners left to
grapple with questions like, Do I really need to control my
Crock-Pot uith my smartphone? Think of him as a friend
from the immediate future. For starters, he can tell us what
works and what doesn't.

"Hecan'tresist," says Sue. She's lookingathim, notwith-
out admiration, across their L-shaped kitchen. "As soon as

a device shows up, he opensthe boxand he'sworkingon it."
He shrugs, pressing a button to make a cup of coffee from

a machine he plumbed so that it never needs refilling with
water. "First and foremost, it's about convenience," he says.

"But then there's whimsy and magic. It's just cool when you
come up to your door and it opens for you without a key."

Easy for him to say: This is a guy who, when he couldnt find
a hands-free dead bolt he liked for his front doog started a

company called August that makes smart locks.
But aside from whimsS Jason says he installed most of

the smart home electronics to save energy-and money
(and you can do the same). Lights that automatically
switch off, a thermostat that ramps down when no one is

home, and water sensors that monitor plant irrigation are

all conservation measures that hark back to Jason's frugal
childhood. "'When I see a light on, water flowing, or heat

coming on, to me, that's money," he says. "It's in my DNA
not to waste anything."

Johnson has been tinkeringwith electronics since he was a
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child, growing up in Portland, Oregon, with a single mother
in a house where if broken things weren't fixed, there was no
money to replace them. Repairing and jury-rigging things
brought some order and enchantment to a hardscrabble
childhood. He says, "I was fornrnate to have the grandfather
every little boy should have, with a basement crowded with
treasures: soldering irons, motors, half-broken things, and
millions of tools.'

'!7hen 
he and Sue moved in, 10 years ago, Jason immedi-

ately set about replacing the 1980s track lighting and install-
ing in-wall speakers, climbing into the aftic with a friend to
run the wires. 'They'd come down covered in black soot, like
they'd been crawling in the fueplace," Sue says. Jason figures
a coal stove exploded up there at some point.

Though his smart-home journey began with auromated
lighting, it has branched out to more vital aspecs of family
life. Like security. Using door locks, an HD video doorbell,
and HD cameras all wirelessly connected to the Intemet, he
and Sue can monitor the house more readily than via a mon-
itored alarm system, while avoiding a monthly fee. They can,
for instance, interact with the UPS guy when he rings the

I
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( 8) Nest's Learning
Thermostat ($249)
automatically reduces
heating or cooling
while you're away by
sensing motion and
logging when you
override the
temperature, saving
on energy costs. lt
also synchs with the
August app, which
prompts you to toggle
the thermostat's
status-HoME or
AWAY-when the door
is unlocked or locked.
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doorbell, unlock the front door, watch him set the package

inside-thank him-and lock the door after he closes it. "I
don't feel particularly at risk in San Francisco, and we don't
have any valuable jewelry or fancy art in the house," Jason
says. "All I care about is keeping my family safe when I'm
not here. I can check that the door is locked from my hotel
room, and that gives me peace of mind."

Until now, to get such functionality, a homeowner would
need to hire a pro to install a proprietary system known
mostly to the gated-community set, or sign a contract with a

security company or cable provider for a subscription-based

monitored system. But thanks in part to companies in the

mold of August, homeowners can choose i Ia carte from a

marketplace of ever cooler devices, some of which talk to
each other (and some of which don't).

Jason created the August Smart Lock when he realized

that, between several housekeepers and the contractors
renovating the basement, there were lots of keys floating
around. I7ith his creation, he or Sue can use their phones

to e-mail an electronic key to anyone and also delete it-if,
sa5 their housekeeper ever stops working for them.

One night, despite all the locks and cameras and sensors,

the Johnsons did have intruders. Sue heard a ruckus in the
kitchen and tiptoed in, her heart pounding-to find four
raccoons eyeing the dog's dish like Mafia dons. They'd
come in through the dog door, which, she and Jason now
observed, was wide enough for a person to crawl through.
After anxiously ushering them out with a broom, Jason set

about finding a better solution. He installed a kick-proof
door that slides up and down with a whoosh, via a sensor

in Max's collar, whenever he approaches, Since then, says

(9 ) Radio Strack's long-
discontinued XlO Glock
Radio talks directly to
lnsteon light switches to turn
them off at bedtime. The
Johnsons prefer the dated
gadget to having screens in
the bedroom-phones,
tablets, and televisions.

(1O ) Amazon's Echo ($18O)

can answer questions about
the weather forecast and ship
you more smoothie straws,
thanks to well-engineered
sound- processing software.

(11) Leviton's 4-Port USB
Charger ($3o) replaces the
dual outlets in a conventional
receptacle. creating a

handy and uncluttered
charging station for a

connected family.

(12 ) Edyn's Garden Sensor
($1OO) monitors key factors
to plant health-light,
moisture, humidity, soil
nutrition. and temperature-
and sends timely guidance to
your smartphone. "We're
trying to reduce our water
usage in the California
drought," says Jason.
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Sue, "Letting Max out is just one less thing we have to
worry about. " And if there were ever a 6re, they'd know he
wouldn't be trapped.

Despite Jason's curiosity to try new gadgets, they keep
only those that simplify their lives. That burbling water foun-
tain for the dog, which leaked, damaged the floor, and got
moldy inside? Banished to the basement, alongside a collec-
tion of other smart-home flops. The gadgets that remain
must be intuitive to operate. "It's important that anybody
who comes into the house can still use the lock, the lights,
and the appliances without having special knowledge or
training," Jason says. The light switches and thermostat
work like normal ones-they just do more. A visitor can
twirl the thermostat up or down without knowing it's on a
schedule, monitoring whether anyone's home.

The one aspect of the household that seems to be immune

( 13) Logitech's Harmony
One Home Remote
($350) and Hub ($rO0)
can control 15 home-
entertainment devices
through programmable
buttons and also adjust
Philips's Hue lightbulbs
and a Nest thermostat
to set the mood.

(14)Applew ($7o) is
just one of three streaming
devices Jason uses to
watch programming. The
others include Roku 3
($9O) and Amazon's Fire
TV (unavailable).

( 15) Channel Master's
DVR+ ($399) records free
digital programmingto
a l-terabyte hard drive
while you watch another
program-which you can
locate on an integrated
programming guide.

to the smart-home promise is the media room. TheJohnsons'
TV console bristles with every kind of over-the-top streaming
device, from Apple TV to Roku, yet they still pay good mon-
ey every month for cable. "It's a source of frustration," Sue
says about the array of content sources. Particularly when
Jake wants to watchHotu toTrainYour Dragoa and nobody
can remember how to access it.

"A 6-year-old wants to watch it now," says Jason.
"There's always the laptop," says Sue, sighing.

Jason nods and offers up a radical alternative: "Just
grab a book.'

He's only half joking. In his role, Jason is acutely aware
that whatever the lure of the smaft home, if the gadgets don't
work, people will be perfectly happy to go on living their
lives as they did before. You remember: back when the only
thing connected to the Internet was the computer.
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Entertainment

What are you

interested in?

Security

UV
Home

Theater
Multi-room

Audio
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-Home

Monitoring
Lighting

Controls

E-y
Smaft

Appliance

w
Temperature

Control

Find the three essentials for the perfect smart
home design, plus plug in your zip code to

find a smart home installer near you.

TechHome.com
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HOW TO SMARTIFV YOUR HOIVIE
Better to buy a hub or stand-alone
devices? Sign up with the cable
company? Get a Wi-Fi dog camera?
Find answers
totheseand other
questions in our
connected-
home guide
of picksand
expertadvice

GEEK
SPEAK
FromApple
HomeKit to
Z-Wave,
common
smart-home
jargon
demystified

APPLE HOMEKIT z..a technology built
into iOS that enables users to easily add
certified devices to a home network,
controlthem securely, and command
them simultaneously for the purpose of
orchestrating a "scene": allows voice
control through Siri; not an app

BLUETOOTH LE z: a wireless
communication frequency with low
energy requirements that enables
devices such as smart door locks to run
for years on one set of batteries

DUMB a"rlj: any device not connected to
the lnternet, even if it's otherwise a

perfectly clever machine

H UB z.' an lnternet access point that
allows smart-home devices connected to

it via wireless radio signals to be
controlled remotely

IFTTT acrctym: lfThis,ThenThat: a

Web-based service that scripts
conditional triggers, or "recipes,"

between smart devices and online
events; e.g., "if this" phoneGoogles
"cocktail recipes" at midnight, "then

that" connected coffee maker had

better not brew before 9:30 l.u.

INTERNET OF THINGS z.'a.k.a. loT; an

evolved state ofthe lnternet in which
machines transfer data over a network
without requiring human interaction

lP CAMERA 2.. a video camerathat sends

footage overthe lnternet

EDITED BY ERIC HAGERMAN

MESH NETWORK 2.. a web of radio-
powered devices that relay information
by talking to one another rather than
through a central hub

SCENE 2.. an atmosphere created
when smart devices are triggered to
adlust to predetermined settings all at
once; e.9., Hue lights dim, Sonos cues

Barry White, Crock-Pot bubbles to life-
"romantic dinner"

ZIGBEE 2.. a communications protocol

based on low-power wireless radio
signals that allows devices to talk to one

another in a mesh network

Z-WAVE 2.. another home-automation
protocol; see Zig'Bee
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THERMOSTAT
The Ecobee3
($229) can
leverage your
phone's GPSto
adjust the temp
asyou come
and go. lts
unique remote
sensors ensure
the bedroom
isn't broiling
at night.

SMART PLUG
Turn on lamps
and such
plugged into
iDevices Wi-Fi
Switch ($60)
by setting your
iPhone to
trigger itwhen
you walk in the
door or simply
asking Siri to
activate it.

AUTOMATIC
SHADES
Lutron's Smart
Bridee ($120)
triggers the
brand's Serena
remote-control
shades (from
$349) to open
when you
arrive home or
close when you
leave. Slick.

ROUTER
Securif i's
Almond+
router ($250)
sets up in
minutes (sans
computer)
and doubles
as a hub to
command
other Z-Wave
or ZigBee
devices.

DOOR LOCK
Schlage's
Connect
($199) dead
bolt opens with
a PIN code or
an app, and
can signal a
Z-Wave hubto,
forexample,
activate lights
or other
connected
devices.

DOORBELL
Vivint's HD
Doorbell
Camera lets
you clearly see
and speak with
visitors, and the
app logsvideo
clips of activity.
Available with a

$60 permonth
monitored
security
contract.1l
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The hub to consider
The lnsteon Hub Pro is the f irst and only smart-
home hub to integrate HomeKit compatibility,
which makes for easy pairing of new devices.
And, though this new version doesn't yet control
lnsteon's full library of hundreds of devices, you

can use Sirito command lighting, thermostats,
and any other HomeKit devices. Oryou can
rule them allfrom one app, combining them
together in scenes. Early reviews were bruising,
but the company claims firmware updates have
resolved the issues. $150: insteon.com

A WORD ABOUT PASSWORDS
How to remember those long strings of mixed-case
letters and symbols recommended by security experts?
The best bet is to try a digital password vault, such as

lPassword. lt generates and stores separate usernames
and passwords for all your online accounts, granting you

access via a single password-one that you'll want to
remember. free; agilebits.com

THE CAMERA THAT
KNOWS YOU
Facial-recognition software
allows the Netatmo
Welcome lP video camera
to learn to spot up to
16 different people in a

household, then issue
notif ications (" Honey is
home"). lt records clips of
comings and goings day or
night to an onboard micro SD

card, keeping your business
off the cloud and sparing you

the paranoia, notto mention
the monthly storage fees.

$199; netatmo.com
Howtohack-nroof
your smarthdme
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THE SPEAKER THAT LISTENS
.Uera. the rrricc of,\lnazou's cloucl-bilsecl scl\rice
enrbodiecl in thc Echo, is uot alu'a1's the smaftest gal

ir-r the roorr-she Inav occitsiotralh'flub a simple
request. Iike readir1gyollr horoscope-bult slle has

rrcute hearing alld tL'n'ific pillt's. Ask her to play 1'tlur
fiu'oritc Panclot':t station or illtv tr:.rck Yott've evcr
orclercd tl-otn '\nr:tzon, attd she'll ltertr your reclucst
even lgainst i,r t-toisr-buckgrottttci. Shc can also orclcr
volr ne\\'socks, or cllteltait-r 1'ott riith tr jcll<e: "\\'lutt
rliclzero savtrt 8':) Niccbcltl" S18O: illttazoll.colll

"Anything that's always
connected, always sending
data-that's something a

nearby attacker can latch on
to," says Craig Young, senior
security researcher atthe risk
management f irm Tripwire.
Here are his tips for protecting
your router and Wi-Fi devices:

) Replace an old router. lf it's
five or more years old, spring for a
new one; it'll be more secure.

) Set the security level. Select
WPA2 in Wi-Fisettings (and avoid
WPS at all costs).

) Separate traffic. lf your
router supports a guest network,
use it for devices that don't need
to talk to others.

) Update firmware. Enable
auto-updates, which often
patch discovered securi$t holes,
on alldevices.

) Use a separate e-mail. Setup
an account solely for connected
devices, to limit the personal info
exposed in a hack.

) Set a strong password. Use
at least 20 characters of mixed
cases and symbols and avoid any
word in the dictionary. And this
bears repeating: Change any and
all default passwords.

l=l
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POINT OF ENTRY
If you've never known life u.ithout keys, well, it's a wonderful thing. hrdeed,
these fbur smart-home door locks are all about convenience

PRODUCT MODEOFENTRY KEYMANAGEMENT NEATTRICK SECURITY PRICE

August
Smart
Lock

Kwihset
SmartCode
9t6
Touchscreen
Electronic
Deadbolt

Schlage
Sense

YaleReal
Living
KeyFree
Touchscreen
Deadbolt

With Bluetooth on and
Auto-Unlock enabled in
app, approach door and
then marvel as dead bolt
automatically retracts.
Retrofits to existing bolt,
replacing interior thumb
turn.

Punch in PIN codeto
retract tapered dead bolt,
or add lock to Z-Wave or
ZigBee network and use
smartphone app to lock or
unlock it from anywhere.

Oh, the choices! Punch in
PIN code on keypad,
beckon Siri to unlock
door via Bluetooth as you
approach, or (if lock
connects to Apple TV)
use app from anywhere.

Punch in PIN codeto
retract tapered dead bolt,
oradd lock to Z-Wave
network and use
smartphone app to lock
or unlock door from
anywhere.

Use app to send "key"
to unlimited number of
guests, get notifications
when key holders come
and go, log activity, and
revoke keys. Gain remote
access via Wi-Fi remote-
access bridge ($50).

lssue up to 30 access
codes, and use app to
revoke them.

Use app to create/delete
up to 30 guest PIN codes
and schedule when
they're valid. Grant
trusted guests app
access (allowing them to
control any HomeKit
device in house).

Grant up to 25 individual
access codes and
manage with app.

Easily revoke lost
phone's access by
downloading app
on another phone
and logging in with
owner password.

Randomized
numbers that
appear before you
can enter PIN

marks on keypad to
thwart thieves.

Only smart lock to
take commands
from Siri, thanks to
Apple HomeKit
integration.

No key at all!
lmpossibleto pick!
Even more
impossible to lose
yourkeys! (Tip:
Changeweak
batteries promptly.)

$2s0

august.com

GET CONNECTED
Join our Google+ Hangout
this month for a live
broadcast with experts
from TOH and the
Consumer Electronics
Association. Askyour
smart-home questions
and get answers from the
pros! For details, go to
thisoldhouse.com,/
oct2O15

Same as
existing
dead bolt

Grade 2 $249

kwikset.com

$229

schlage.com

Grade 2 $275

yale2you.com

Grade

Open sesarne
Time to f ind something else to obsess over
besides whether you left the garage door
open. Once you installthe Ghamberlain
MyQ Garage kit-the Wi-Fi hub learnsyour
existing opener's remote signal-you can use
the app to open or close the door or check its
position from anywhere. Set it to pingyou if
the door opens, or use it to let the delivery guy
drop off a package. $130; chamberlain.com a
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You worked so many years getting everything just right.
Be safe and hetp ensure it wilt be there for the next 100.

It
a
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The new SmartlockProu Outlet
Branch Circuit (OBC) Arc-Fautt
Circuit lnterrupter (AFCI) Outlet is
designed to identify potentia[[y
dangerous arc-faults and respond
by interrupting power to heLp

prevent electricaI arcing that
may [ead to a fire.

AFCIoutLets may be used on any wiring
system as specified bythe NationatElectrical
Code@ and are easy to instatl in both new
construction and retrofit apptications.
Leviton OBC AFCIs are the smar[ sotution for
improved home electricaI safety.

Visit leviton.com/afci
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Tte Seuch for America's Best Remodel 2015

What does it take to win big in our reader-remodel contest?
Try moving a whole house over land-and sea-then practically

rebuilding it on its new site. Kudos to the Stone family!

By Fiona Stone Photographs byAlex Hayden
Produced byTisha Leung Styling by Rachel Grunig

in transrt
before afrer
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LEFT: Edward Stone in 20O9. with the century-old house on cribbing. MIDDLE: During its move from
the mainland to Orcas lsland, near Seattle, the house had to roll under power lines. RIGHT: The house
set on its new site and new foundation, which allowed for a walk-out basement. A work in progress,
the house's original front porch awaits paint as part of a forthcoming exterior redo.
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During the kitchen remode*, Se Stone{
installed windows salv4ed fram a I
nearby house, DIY uppercabtiets to I
match base ones found on Criigslist, I
and a vintage sink don&! by:Edward'sil
parents. The family's E4glishSb,
Hunter, guards the bdt&or. Faucet:
Lock e Pl umb t ng. Pe nda* Amsa L ight m g.

Ref r ge r ator. J enn- A, r. Paint : kn t a m t n

l',4 oo re's Nat u r al W i cker {wal I s}
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ABOVE: Built-inswith
leaded-glass fronts
survived the voyage. The
table was madewith
lumber harvested and
milled out back.
C h a i rs: Over stock. co m.
Pendant and llush -mount
fixtures: Lowe's

RIGHT: The beadboard-
lined mudroom has bins
for mail and a bench
madefrom a stairtread
supported by cleats and
finished with decorative
iron straps. Hooks: Lowe's.
Straps: Amazon.com.
Paint: Benjamin Moore's
Grasslands (walls). Floor
tile: Lawe's

HEY, SLPUPS HAPPEN. One time a house fell
right into Puget Sound. It was like a slow-motion
disaster movie: One minute, the proud owners of a
two-story Victorian were barging it to a new loca-
tion; the next, they were practically homeless.

We were pretty determined not to let that hap-
pen. For one thing, it had taken time and luck to get
our hands on our house-a sturdy, century-old
Craftsman that perfectly fit the period-house yearn-
ings of my husband, Eddie, and me. For another, we
had no Plan B.

When I first saw the house, it had been pried off
a valuable lot in Seattle to make way for a bigger
replacement. When it went to someone else, I was
really bummed. That was the one I wanted, darn it!

I should explain why we were looking to move a

house in the first place. We were living in Belling-
ham, north of Seattle, when our daughter, Molina,
was born, and soon we knew where we wanted to
be: back on Orcas Island, where we both grew up.
It's a beautiful place, a few hours northwest of

-
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Seattle by car and ferry with a state park where you
can ride bikes and horses and swim and boat-just
perfect for kids. Eddie still has family there, along
with 20 acres in Olga originally owned by his
great-grandfather. Building on the island costs a
fortune, which we don't have, so one dan after I
spotted a house on a flatbed while I was driving on
the freeway, I did some research. I found a com-
pany, Nickel Brothers, that moves houses in the

Seattle and Vancouver areas and even has a guy on
staff, Jeff McCord, who finds new homes for

Fiona and Edward Stone
and their daughter, Molina,
9, kick back in their
refurbished living room.

G*
MORE
MAKEOVERS
Toviewagallery
ofwhole-house
finalists, go to
thisoldhouse
.com/reader2O15

unwanted old houses. It's a win-win proposition,
since demolition is costly and moving a house can

save a third of the cost of building from scratch. The

house is typically free, even if moving it is not.

Jeff's the one who told us about the Craftsman.
'When it initially went to another taker, we got dis-

couraged and began looking at prefab construction.
'We found a modelwe liked okay and beganworking
out the details. Permits take forever because each

new house has an environmental impact. So you
need a drainage plan and you have to bring in wateg
power, and phone lines, which cross other people's

properry, and the whole island is rock. We even had

a tree problem: To make way for the flatbed, we
would have to clear out Doug firs lining our drive.

Then the recession hit. It was like a game of
dominoes: The woman who originally acquired the

Craftsman couldn't sell her old place, so she walked
awaS leaving the house sitting on cribbing in the
port of Everett, roughly 50 miles from our property.

Jeff called to say the house could be ours after all,
just as our own deal fell through-the prefab com-
pany suddenly went out of business. So in the end

we got the house we really wanted for the cost of
moving, restoring, and hooking it up.

Amazingly, the Craftsman had almost exactlythe

mudroom

deck

kitchen

dining
room

living room

FLOORPLANS
The two-bedroom, one-bath
Craft sman originally measured
just 1,OOO square feet. The

homeowners set it on a new
foundation, adding a 1,O00-square-
foot walk-out basement and a
deck off the rear entry. They finished
the 5OO-square-foot attic, adding
windows and walls and a guest
bed. A workshop, a chicken coop,
and a farm stand were also added
to the property.

FIRST
FLOOR

storage

SECOND
FLOOR guest

room

sitting
area

scale
5'

bedroom

bedroom

den

knee-wall
storage

front porch
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same footprint as the prefab, so a new permit fell
into place. I was working for the electric utiliry at the
time, and they quickly agreed to clear lines along
the five or so miles from Obstruction Pass, where the
boat would dock, to our place in Olga. Everything
had to be tightly organized and timed. The house
had to be on the water at high tide and move along
a route that would allow the captain to duck into a
cove if the wind came up. Roads on the island had
to be blocked off and emergency vehicles positioned
to get through if they had to. Along with widening
clearance, we had to add a layer ofrock to our drive
to keep the truck from sinking. Then we'd have 45
days to pour a foundation before Nickel Brothers
would start charging for the I-beams by the day.

This was in late2009.I7e moved into my inJaws'
house nearbS thinking we'd finish our renovation
before they retumed from their winter travels. (Sure!)

At this point, I decided to suspend paid work and
concentrate on the renovation. Eddie kept his jobs
restoring new and vintage cars and running a fire-
wood business while pitching in evenings and week-
ends. Eddie and I were not seasoned renovators,
though he's a wizard at installing light fixnrres and
I'm a former furniture designer, and we'd done cos-
metic work on our farmhouse in Bellingham. Coming

ABOVE LEFT: The new
fireplace is faced with
fieldstone plucked
from the property back
when Edward'sgreat-
grandfather was clearing
the land for sheep and
cattle. The original
fireplace and chimney
came out before the move
to keep the barge from
listing. Charran d ottoman:
Bradington Young.

tr{

to our aid were two good friends,Joanne Price, who
helped gut the main floor, and her partner, Dan
'W'atters, who helped excavate so we could pour a
slab for a walk-out basement.

You think demolition is going to be fairly
straightforward: Just start ripping and tearing. But
soon we were wrestling with cast-iron pipes, scary-
looking knob-and-tube wiring, and drywall tacked
on top of horsehair plaster and lath. The main fire-
place and chimney had been taken out for the move.
But that didn't stop brickwork from raining down
on us when we took a crowbar to the ceiling. I poked
my head up into the attic and found a second chim-
ney, apparently once belonging to a cookstove. We
didn't know it was rhere because it had been shaved
off at the roofline.

So you get a dump truck. You have all these tarps
and you drag them out to the truck, and when you get
to the last two loads, you thirrk,V/hat haue we done?
You have so far to go, and you're iust exhausted.

Eddie is always there when it's time to do the
heavy lifting, and I like to think of myself as handy-
other women get clothes and iewelry for Christmas;
my husband always gives me power tools-but we
realized we couldn't proceed without more help. We
had arranged to have a sub pour the foundation and

es

ABOVE RIGHT: To reinforce
the bath's period style, the
homeowners added thick
trim above the wainscot
and swapped in a salvaged
pedestal sink. Sconce:
Pottery Barn. Paint: Behr's
Flint Smoke (walls) and
Absolute White (trim)

70 THrsoLDHousE.cou ocToBER zots I R,eader-Crealed lasue

5 E
du I I.€

E.I

I:C

t*



a
+

l
iMolina huddleswith her pet

rabbit. She helped design her
own bedroom, with floral
decals planted in wainscoting
crafted by her mom.Bedding:
Garnet Hill. Lamp: Target.
Paint: Benjamin Moore's Pink
C adi I lac (wall s). Chandelier:
The Home Depot
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under the gables, lined the sloped ceiling with pine,

and put in a floating floor. Chuck was more than a
little skeptical when I suggested using an old door,
reclaimed by Eddie from his childhood home, as a

hatch cover. But he came around. By then, after
working together for 18 months-a bit longer than
planned-we had really become friends.

With much of the remodel behind us, I am back

to my customary patchwork of paid jobs. This sum-
mer I ran a boat-rental service and an ice-cream
parlor while also raising horses. Eddie has been
busy landscaping our properry and getting ready to
mill siding in order to redo the exterior. Molina runs
the chicken coop; on weekends she sells eggs at a
farm stand we built at the end of the drive.

Of course, we're still making improvements: If
all goes as planned, we'll soon have a new base-

ment master suite, and one day a wood-burning
furnace. After six long years, though, the end is fi-
nally in sight. It's a rustic life-and exactly the one
we wanted when we set out for Orcas, salvaging a

wonderful old house along the way. t

MEH(
AtLast

help frame the basement. We decided to hire Dan's

father, Chuck, a do-it-all carpenter who could help

us rebuild and refinish while preserving as much as

we could. He became my mentor.

Chuck helped us appreciate all the great touches,
from the hand-sawn beams and joists to the wavy-
glass windowpanes. He had a structural engineer

take a look before we started redoing the house, top
to bottom. We repaired and replaced rafters to take
a bow out of the roof, and sistered floor joists to
support extra weight in the attic. We brought in pros

to bring plumbing and wiring up to date, add spray-

foam insulation, and reshingle the roof.
\7e also wanted a deck in back, and between one

thing and another the estimate for all the wood was

close to $20,000. This we could not afford. So two
years in, Eddie and Dan decided, what the heck, we
have plenty of trees right on the property, let's part-
ner up and buy a Mobile Dimension sawmill! The
house had a ton of trim inside, which I took off and
planed down and matched when I had to.

Chuck added back the main fireplace and chim-
ney, using a gaping hole where they once stood as a

guide; built stairs down to the new basement; and

helped refinish the worn-out kitchen and spiff up
the bath. The kitchen windows couldn't be saved,

but I found a raft of salvaged windows that worked
just fine. To finish the attic, we added windows

OPPOSITE: Fiona lifts a

repurposed door that
closes off the attic space
when the family wants to
conserve heat,

ABOVE LEFT: Pickled-pine
tongue-and-groove planks
line the ceiling in the newly
finished space, which holds
toys and a TV at one end,
office space and a small
guest room at the other.
Flooring: Pergo

ABOVE RIGHT: Edward
revived the linen closet off
the master bedroom by
stripping the door and
drawer pulls. then painting
the pulls black. Through-
out the house, pale paint
colors balance dark wood
lones. Paint: Benjamin
Moore's Daphne
(bedroomwalls)

g
SHOPTHIS
STYLE
To find furnishings
similar to those used
in this house, go to
waytair.com/
thisoldhouse

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 96
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The Search for America's Best Remodel2015

€3:' E'-ROOM
0n ers j

Some folks put so much into perfecting a single
space-desigtr sense, DtY ehops, cost-eutting

saw;r, meticulous attention to detail--that
we decided to highlight their r,r,inning efforts,

too. Out of countless reader entries in this year's
contesf here are the five most mar.velous

rnakeovers. Congrats!
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ABOVE: The Faws enjoy their new open dining area against the backdrop of a striklng
chevron wall. Andrea painted it in one daywith leftover paint after spotting the idea online
From left: Ellie, 1l; Sophie, 8; Andrea; Maddie, 4; and Jacob, holding Ava, L8 months
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KITCHEN
Andrea and Jacob Faw
PEORIA HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS

WHAT THEY DID: Rebuilt their
kitchen, complete with DIY cabinetry,
for less than $10,000-all while
working full-time, homeschooling
two kids, and expecting a baby
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THEIR STORY: When we bought our
1926 farmhouse, in October 2000,
Jacob and I knew that restoring it
would be a challenge. lt had been
converted to a duplex, and years of
renters had taken a toll, especially
on the kitchen. We dove right in,

tearing up the vinyl tile floor only to
discover it had been installed over a

layer of purple carpet. That's right:
tile over carpet! Purple carpet! After
that unpleasant surprise, we decided
to wait awhile before doing any
more work. We eventually knocked
down a wall to a bedroom to create
a larger, more open plan, but the big
renovation was still on hold.

Fast-forward to 2013: We
had three young girls and l'd just
discovered that I was pregnant with
daughter number four. I didn't want

during

LEFT: The Faws painted the cabinets
white but opted for birch butcher-block
countertops and a maple island for
added warmth. Jacob built the cabinetry
himself-with a little help from his
deputy carpenters (DURI NG).
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RTGHT: Deep island drawers and a floor-to-ceiling pantry
offer plenty of storage. BELOW: Andrea wanted the upper
cabinets on each side of the stove to be equal in size, but
there was an extra 7 inches on the right. The fix: custom
cookbook shelves made from leftover butcher block.

RIGHT: Andrea
added plenty of
mom-designed,
mom-approved
touches, like this
pull-out utensil
bin, right next to
the stove. "lt's a
more efficient
use of a corner
cabinet than
a lazy Susan,"
she says.

construction going on with a baby in
the house, so we had to get serious.

We wanted a kitchen that felt
true to the era of the house, and a

big part of that was honoring the
look of the original cabinets, which
had to be replaced because of water
damage on the lower units. Jake
had long dreamed of making his
own cabinetry, and although he'd
never done a carpentry project of
that magnitude, he was game. We
worked as a team; I sketched and
he built. Over the next six months,
he crafted cabinets in our garage
on evenings and weekends. He
also made a storage pantry and a
prep island with easily accessible,
kid-friendly drawers for sippy cups
and the like. I had my heart set on
marble for its top, but I worried it
was too high-maintenance with little
ones. I opted for a beautiful slab
of quartzite lfound at a Chicago-
area stone yard and drove it home
while eight months pregnant.

By the time we tiled the
backsplash, I was nine months
along, ln fact, I was grouting just
two days before lgave birth to my
youngest daughter. lt's funny:
I took a picture mid-renovation,
when the floor and cabinets were
ripped out and we were heating
frozen meals in the microwave, to
remind myself what it was like-just
in case we ever got the urge to
renovate again. I knew lwould look
at our beautiful kitchen and forget
what the labor was like. I guess it's
kinda like childbirth that way!
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After adding insulation
and heated floors to the
cold half bath (BEFORE),
Tom builta custom
rough-hewn vanitlrto
complement the room's
existing brick walls, now
painted dark gray. He
built a coffered ceiling to
top offthe period look.

{ansrREDo}

BATH
Ton Lobleg

HARLEYSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

WHAT HE DID: Rebuilt a plain
powder room in original vintage style

HIS STORY: My wife, Nicole, and
kids went away one weekend so that
I could give the bath a little update.
Well, it turned into a big update.
I ripped out the vanity, the walls,
the toilet, and the floor-and that's
when I realized that the subfloor
was rotting around the toilet. By the
time my family returned, the room
was gutted. Nicole just shook her
head, but she had faith.

It was slow going because I did
all the work myself, nights and
weekends. I started by replacing
the subfloor, wiring, and drywall,
then I installed electric radiant floor
heating. The whole time, I had a
vision of what I wanted: something
that would fit with the simple
elegance of the rest of the house.

The vanity, which I built around
two large storage baskets we
already had, definitely pushed my
skill set: I'd made lots of doors over
the years, as a self-taught DlYer,
but never drawers. For the mirror,
I used old barn wood I'd pulled from
a contractor's dumpster years ago.
The coffered ceiling may have been
the trickiest. I built bracework for
the box beams with leftover
plywood, then placed beadboard
before tacking on crown molding.
Then I realized the crown was not
very impressive. lnstead of taking it
down, liust added the taller crown
right over it-you'd never know!

The whole thing took nine
months, but it's one of the first
projects I've ever taken on where
I' m completely satisfied.
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CURB
APPEAL
K atie B ra shea r - ll iha rt
and 0avid Mihart
MILL HALL, PENNSYLVANIA

WHAT THEY DID: Meticulously
re-created the original
wraparound porch on their
cir ca-L87 4 Fol k Victorian

THEIR STORY: A couple of months
before we got married, lfell in love...
with this house. My now-husband,
Dave, just kept mumbling "lt's a lot
of work" over and over, but I came
to believe it was my purpose in life
to love and maintain this home. So
I told him, "l'm buying this house
with or without you," Poor Dave!
Eventually he came around, and we
restored it inside and out together,
as newlyweds.

We're only the third family to
own it. The previous folks made a
lot of changes, including ripping off
much of the original porch rather
than repairing the rot. But they
gave us a picture of a painting of
the exterior as it looked in 1950,
and we were inspired.

We spent six months renovating
the facade to nearly match that
image, all the way down to the

tongue-and-groove hemlock
flooring. lt took Dave and my
stepdad 12 hours to dig holes for the
porch columns because the ground
is more rock than soil. We hired an
Amish man to hand-build our railing,
which I painted. A local pastor
painted the rest of the exterior
himself during the week as his side
job-it took him six weeks!

Although it was hard for Dave
to see my vision at first, we now
agree that it's beautiful. I love it so
much that sometimes I even hug
the columns! Random strangers tell
us the place looks great. One guy
riding by on his bike shouted, "That
house should be in a magazine!" I

hope we see him again someday,
just so we can show him this.
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ABOVE: The porch was
rebuilt from the footings
to the roof shingles to
match the original, after
previous owners had
removed it(BEFORE).
LEET: Katie's stepdad
used a jigsawto replicate
the intricate cuts in the
gingerbread trim.

THE BEST OF
THE REST
To view galleries of
the finalists in all
these contest
categories, go to
thisoldhouse
.comlreader2O15

f _E-+reoMl
lil'r,ilifl#HSJ
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LIVINGSD}CE
Bill and Melissa Forrest
ST. LOUIS

The unfinished space (BEFORE) allowed
plentlr of room to create entertainment
areas as well as a private guest suite.
BELOW: Melissa handled the decor, while
Bill built out the space.

WHAT THEY DID: Turned a bare-
bones basement into a guest suite
and entertainment space with a
mid-century-modern vibe

THEIR STORY: Melissa and I love to
entertain, so after we bought our
place, in 2011. all we could think
about was finishing the wide-open
basement. We knew it needed a bar,
along with a couch and TV. We also
wanted a kitchenette, to prep for
grilling on the patio, just outside the
sliding doors. Most important was
the guest suite, to bribe our parents
to visit and help take care of our
kids once we start a family.

We hired a contractor to rough
in the bathroom and run gas to the
fireplace. I'd done some summer
construction work, so I was pretty

before
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comfortable finishing the rest. Even
before we started building, Melissa
was scouring the Web looking for
decorating ideas to fit in with the
mid-century-modern theme we used
throughout the rest of the house.

We saved by leaving the
staircase and just replacing the
treads-with cedar, after I saw the
beautiful cedar bar a mill shop made
for us. lt's soft wood. but the treads
are holding up fine under a few
coats of polyurethane.

It took eight months and a lot of
late nights to finish. One evening
around 7, we were cutting tile on a
rented wet saw and I was ready to
knock off. "Oh, no," Melissa said.
"l'm going to get a case of beer and
we're going to finish this tonight."
And we did-at 2 the next morning.
It turned out to be a great story to
tell around our new bar.
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BELOW: The couple stocks the
Jack and Jill bathroom like a hotel,
with a hair dryer, toothpaste,
extra toothbrushes, and a sewing
kit. The floating vanity makes it a
breeze to get underneath to clean
the dark vinyl flooring.
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ABOVE: Bill turned the metal support column into a
functionaldetail by boxing it in with 1x4 pine boards,
making it a dividing wall that holds a TV on one side
and lighting on the other. BELOW: Neutral wall
colors, open-riser stairs, and a white exposed ceiling
keep the walk-out basement feeling bright.
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YARD
Matthew Grubaugh
ELKHART, INDIANA

WHAT HE DID: Salvaged windows, a
door, and-literally-the kitchen sink
to build a charming potting shed

HIS STORY: Gardening was
something I did with my mom as

a kid. We started seeds in the
house, then planted the vegetables
and ornamental flowers in the
yard. As an adult, I didn't pay

much attention to the benefits of
growing your own food until after
my daughter, Hazel, was born.
She spent her first week in intensive
care with pneumonia, and barely
survived. Since then, my wife,
Rachel, and I have done our best to
avoid toxins in our food, especially
for Hazel and her brother, Greyson.

That's why I built the potting
shed. About midway through the
renovation of our 1923 Dutch
Colonial, we discovered lead paint.
We hired an abatement pro and the
house is now 99 percent lead-free,
but Rachel is still more comfortable
starting seeds outdoors.

I designed the 10-by-14{oot
shed using CAD software-l'm an

engineering product manager-then
asked a friend who once worked
as a carpenter for some help. We
stripped the lead paint from windows
salvaged from the house's den
and used them to line the shed's
southern exposure and front wall.
The entry door was originally the side
door to the house, and the kitchen
sink became the potting basin.

Hazel has been right with me in

the garden from day one. We start
seeds in the shed under grow lights,
then transplant them outside. We try
to take something from our garden
to include in every meal, and we talk
about when we planted it, how we
cared for it, how incredible it tastes,
and how healthy it is for us. t

TOP: A bevy of plants, including raspberry
bee balm, delphinium, and'Goldfinch'
Shasta daisy, greet the family as they
enterthe shed. RIGHT: Matthew and his
daughter, Hazel. often spend time potting
plants at the former kitchen sink.
Matthew designed the shed, then framed
it out with the help of a friend (DURING).
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You people never cease to amaze. Everyyear,
we ask you to share your proudest time-saving
tricks, inventive problem-solvers, and
dowrrright ingenious discor,.eries. And once
again, you came through. On behalf of DIYers
everywhere, we salute you-and can't wait to
steal these excellent ideas.

Safewallpaper
remover
"Scraping off the top
layer of our painted-

over wallpaper was a snap, but its
backing layer didn't budge from the
plaster. So I sprayed the backing
with a 50-50 solution of white
vinegar and water. After soaking a
few minutes, the old backing and
paste came off easily with a putty
knife. Then I wiped the plaster
clean using a sponge soaked in the
same vinegar solution. Problem
solved, without chemicals."
KirctenArigor
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA

Bagonwheels
"Here's an easy way to move a
paper yard-waste bag: Put it in
one of those folding carts meant
for carrying groceries. No more
torn bags from dragging them
on the ground, and no more sore
back from carrying them!"
Maurg Potter
ROYAL OAK. MICHIGAN

Filters for clean ducts
"The filters on most heating-and-
cooling systems don't stop dust
from getting into the return ducts
So I mount a filter-one of those
cheap black ones for window air

conditioners-behind the grille that
covers each return. They're easily
cut to fit and make the furnace
filter last much longer. I inspect
each return filter regularly and
replace it when dirty. The insides
of my ducts still look brand-new."
Ray Lucarelli
DERBY. CONNECTICUT

Static stopper
"When my vertical window blinds
cling together due to static, I rub
a fabric-softener sheet over the
slats so that they will hang freely."
Karen Speator
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA

Easypaint
cleanup
"An old nylon dish-
scrubbing pad my

wife was about to throw away
turned out to be a great tool for
cleaning latex paint residue off
my hands and other surfaces."
Roger Uard
GRAYSON. GEORGIA
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Trini;dad Pena
SOMERSET, I{EW JERSEY

Long-lasting
eut flowers
" Hydrarngeas, poppies, and
dahlias havc a g<xrey sap that
skins overwhcn thcir stents
erre cut, preventing the flowers
f rom takingup water.'lb break
that skin, hold a Iighter or
candle flame on the cut for
li0 seconds, thcn stick the stem
right away intn a vase ofwater."



Best brush for
paintingedges
"Whenever I paint
along an edge, I get

the best results from a round-
tipped brush. After loading it with
paint, I twist the handle as I move
it along; that keeps a consistent
amount of paint coming off
the bristles and makes it easy
to stay on line. Round-tipped
brushes cost a little more than flat
brushes, but they work great!"
MartgAnble
DENVER

Longer life for
wet/dry vac filters
"When my vac's filter gets plugged
with dust, lfit a dryer-vent brush on
my cordless drill and slowly rotate

the brush against the filter as I hold
it over a garbage can. The brush's
long, coarse bristles reach in and
clean between the f ilter's folds. lt's
amazing how well this works."
JackSlick
WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK

Postholetrick
"Raised on a farm, I dug my full
share of postholes using common
scissor-style posthole diggers. And
I figured out how to dig a straight-
sided 6- to 8-inch-diameter hole
down to about 30 inches. Normally
in a hole that narrow, the digger's
handles hit the hole's sides
after you get about a foot down,
and the digger's jaws can't grab
any soil. But when you pour a
little water into the hole to

CfiFAabriel
BROOKLYN, NEWYORK

Hedge-trimmer trick
'As alandscaperdownin

Florida, my dad taught me a good
trick for keeping an electric hedge

tri mmer in top working order: Just
dribble a little leftover cooking oil on the
blades. It keeps them lubricated and free
of sap, and unlike petroleum-based oils, it
doesn't harm the plants. I'm convinced
that it actually speeds up the work!"

moisten the soil, the jaws can hold
on to a mouthful even with only
3 inches of separation at the top
of the handles."

GargKlein
OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

Spindle sander
"lt would have
taken me forever to
hand-sand the bare

antique spindles I'd removed
from our wraparound porch. So I

looped an inside-out sanding belt
around each spindle and mounted
it on a lathe. Then, while wearing
leather work gloves, I put tension
on the belt as the lathe turned and
quickly smoothed all the spindles'
round sections. A stationary belt
sander took care of the square
top and bottom portions."
Susan Ai$ord
EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN

Snaldngsash cords
"One of the hardest parts of
replacing a broken sash cord is
fishing it over the pulley and down
into the weight pocket. So I make
a messenger line by knotting
one end of a length of light twine
and sliding four or five small nuts
against the knot. Then I tie the
twine's other end to the new sash
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cord and feed the nuts over the
pulley. When they get down to the
access panel on the jamb, I grab
the twine, pull down the cord, and
tie it on the sash weights. Simple."
Joseph Fergen
MENDOTA HEIGHTS, MINNESOTA

Birdbath
protector
"My fianc6, Doug
Burden, is a genius

Even better, he's a frugal geniusl
Rather than risk a hernia carrying
our behemoth birdbath into
the garage, he winterized it by
covering it with a heavy-duty
plastic garbage-can lid. lt's a
perfect fit and works great during
our long, snowy winters."
Gretchen 9wanson
BEULAH. MICHIGAN

No-slip toilet seat
"Here's how to permanently stop
a toilet seat from shifting around.
Fit a rubber garden-hose washer
under the head of each seat
bolt, then thread a short length
of rubber tubing-as long as the
toilet's porcelain flange is thick-
over the bolt's threads. When the
bolts are tightened, there won't
be any slop between the rubber
collar and the porcelain."

Lou Archanbault
HELENA, MONTANA

Floor-qapfiller
"The seams in my wide-plank pine

floors had grown big and unsightly
so I borrowed a technique from
my boatbuilding family and filled
the gaps with fat strips of caulking
cotton. I rolled the cotton into a

twist and pounded it tightly into
the gap with a broad chisel. Then

I covered the cotton with a brown
sealant. After I restained the
floors, they looked great."

Connie Painter
ROCKLAND, MAINE

Pastener organizer
"When disassembling anything,
I use an ice-cubetraytostore
the screws in sequence for easy
r'eassembly. lt not only keeps me
from losing the parts, it also helps

me identify which screws go where
and rebuild in the correct order."

StuartLeinoff
QUEENSBURY, NEW YORK

Wiringadvice
"lr/ost people know to wrap solid
wire clockwise around an electrical
terminal before tightening the
screw. But most don't know that
stranded wires should be given

a counterclockwise twist before
wrapping them clockwise around

the screw. Doing this pulls the
strands into the terminal rather
than pushing them out, giving you
a better connection. lt comes in
handy when replacing the plug on
an extension cord, for example."
Joseph Borruso
KUNKLETOWN, PEN NSYLVANIA

Nomoreloose
handles
"lf the screw-in
handle on my push

broom gets loose, I wrap some
white pipe-thread tape around
the threads on the handle.
That locks it in place." t
Lgndon Rag
MERRILL, IOWA

Robert 1elwood
HOUSTON

Easy-to-fili
lawn bags
"Tostopshrubwastefrom
tearing up my plastic yard
bags,Ipunchthebottom
outofasmallcardboard
box to form a cylinder that
fits inside the mouth ofthe
bag. Ifthe boxis too big I'll
tear off one side and resize
it.Andwhenl'mdone,
I justjigglethe
cardboardout."
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IE
rds The "Dig Deep"

Award
Roberl Edwards
OMAHA

.ffi,
Now hereb an enterprisingbunch: You did

ever-vthing from riddingyour house ofbee colonies,
rats, and scorpions to building a log cabin (inside
the garage!). Call it chutzpah, pluck, or outright

bullheadedness, but there's no doubt you've got
what it takes-and with that, our respect

By Kathryn O'Shea-Evans

Robert wanted
more space in his
1,265-square-foot
1902 foursquare,
but an addition

was too costly. He had a solution.
"l went down"-as in, to the
unfinished basement-with
a pickax, jackhammer, and
shovels, on weekends and also
evenings after work. "l broke up
the concrete and carried it up
the stairs and out, two S-gallon
buckets at a time," he says. All
for 5 extra inches of headroom.
Still, that netted 6OO square
feet of new space, now home to
a full bath, an exercise room, a
TV room, storage, and some very
toned muscles.

The "Painkiller"
Award
Ken Vander k)aal
MOSINEE, WISCONSIN

When Ken spied
thirtyrough-cut
2o-foot-long cedar
beams for less than

$2OO at anAmish auction,
he had to buy them-even
with no project in mind.After
consultingwith his wife, who
loves the woodsy look, he did
something we'd never have
imagined: He turned his garage

into a cabin-like dining room. using a $10 garage-sale electric chain
saw, he milled the Soo-pound beams and clad the walls with planks.
"First I had to lift them with a fulcrum I made out of conduit and
wheels offmy lawn mower," Ken says. The hardest part, though,
was handling the pain; Ken has peripheral neuropathy, a condition
that causes him to feel pins and needles in his left foot IOO percent
of the time. His solace? "These projects are my chocolate," he says.

"I lifted 2,2OO
pounds ofrock,
600 pounds of

stepping stones,
and 72O pounds of
retainingwall to
build my outdoor

room. Not too
shabby!"

ShannonDeyen
FORT WORTH, TEXAS
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The "Family First" Award
Jef{and Liz Beaudrg
LAKEVILLE, MINNESOTA

Before theycould move
into Liz's grandfather's
Iake house, the Beaudrys
had to gut the entire place,

redo the electrical andthewood
floors, and build a new garage. That
aII sounds normal-except that Jeff
did the work during the graveyard
shift. "For ayear, he drove over an
hour to the house at 1AM. to work
overnight on the renovation so that
he could be back home by noon to
pickup our sons," Liz says. Now fhaft
what we call a family man.

The "Preservationist" Award
Jon and )oreen Thomson
LENOIR, NORTH CAROLINA

These rookie homeowners bought
their 1913 Craftsman and decided-
sure!-it would be fun to restore the
39 diamond-pane windows, lead paint
and all. They could use the detached

The "Gut It Out" Award
Danng and Caf Gones
CHESTER, NEW JERSEY

The Gomes family was just starting work on their new
house when Superstorm Sandy hit. "A total of 87 trees
fell on our Zt/z-acre property, piercing through the master
bedroom and barricading the driveway," Cat says. While
Danny was clearing the grounds, part of a hickory tree

snapped into his chest. He spent a week in the lCU, with nine cracked
ribs. Danny took a three-week break and, because he couldn't wait to
finish, kept right on working.

"I put so much sweat equity into
deconstruction on our house,

I lost 2O pounds in three months!"
Kin Authrie vERoNA, wrscoNsrN

tr
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The "Creature Feature" Award a i
!::y,::,!!;r!':,Y:,!,,:!" G;pl6ry

C.f'
garage as a workshop-you know, the one with no
electricity. So far, they've scraped away the putty
on 545 individual panes and rebuilt, reglazed, and
repainted the sashes. Another project: using a wet
saw to slice 7OO bricks from the old chimney into
%-inch veneers for the new one. "We feel good
knowing that our house will last another century,"
Jon says. Here's hoping they finish by then.

Little did they know that the circa-1883
orphanage on Texas's Quintana island they
had bought as their dream home was already
inhabited. Bees had moved in behind the

siding rats were nesting beneath a tub (feeding on the
honey), and fleas were living between the floorboards
(hosting on the rats). A rattlesnake sunned itself near
the porch. Scorpions roamed inside. "Plus," Pamela says,
"the mosquitoes were right out of a horror movie-in
size andnumber. The guywho mowedourlawnwould
wear a full beekeeper's outfit to protect himself." .
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POTTED HYDRANGEAS/REMOVE A TUB

,rslcct tltc DooR,,'Ep6E A DR tvEwnvi uone

o Routers scare me.
Is there another
way for me to make
grooves in boards?
Jereng Powers
PORTLAND. OREG.

Long before there
were motorized
routers, craftsmen
who needed to cut
grooves reached for a
plough plane, like my maple-
bodied beauty here. lts two
large wooden screws adjust
a fence, which controls where
the blade makes its cut. This
toolwas made in the early
l8OOs by Casey & Co. of
Auburn, New York. Grasping
its finely sculpted handle
feels like shakingthe hand
of an old friend.
9ob Flgnn
GREENFIELD CENTER, N.Y.
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Ourcast
ofreader

experts

Susan Cohan
Landscape designer,
owner of Susan
Cohan Gardens,
Chatham, N.J.
Years in the trade: l0+

MichaelBond
General contractor,
owner of MLB
Construction,
Needham Heights, Mass.
Years in the trade: 15+

Maurice Turoeon
Master electrician,
owner of The Semi-
Retired Electrician,
Wilsonville, Ala.
Years in the trade: 50+

We hB ahydrangeathat
we mdgd fiomth"e ground
to acoffiner. Canwe leave it
outsimll winter, or would
it do ffier inside.agarage?

#Eq -DONSTEWART,WADSWORTH,OHTO

h#F'

A hydrangea can survive
the winter if you take

steps to insulate the soil
from the freeze-thaw

cycles that destroy pots
and kill the roots.
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Gerrg Fomanti
Master plumber
with G4 Mechanical
Servi ces, Th u nd er
Bay, Ont.
Years in the trade:30+

ln keeping with the spirit
of this issue, we recruited a
group of pros from our
online community to f ield
your home-improvement
questions this month,
Our veteran experts from
TOH TV-Tom Silva, Norm
Abram, R icha rd Trethewey,
Roger Cook, and Kevin
O'Connor-will be back next
issue. lf you need help before
then, pay a visit to TOH's
online discussion boards at
advice.thisoldhouse.com or
facebook. com,/th isol d house
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Susan Cohan REPLTES: [n the
ground, many types of hy&angeas
can survive your USDA Zone 6
winters. But in a pot exposed on
all sides, the roots will suffer more
frequent freeze-thaw cycles and
need to be given extra protection.

The safest approach is to move
the container into an unheated
garage and water the soil
periodically during the winter. Put
it back outside in early spring when
the danger of a deep freeze is past.

But if you'd rather leave the pot
outside, place it in a spot sheltered
from the wind and out of the sun.
There's no need to cover the plant,
but you can insulate the soil from
temperature swings by piling leaf
mulch around the outside of the
container and holding the mulch
in place with burlap. Snow also
provides good insulation if the
pot is buried in it.

'Whether 
the container spends

the winter in a garage or outside,
make sure it can survive freezing
temperatures. Fiberglass, concrete,
stone, metal, and wood are
generally frost-proof; ceramic,
including terra-cofta, is not.

Also, raise the pot offthe ground
to prevent ice from plugging the
drain hole and tuming the soil
into a frozen-solid block. If your
hydrangea is a reblooming big-leaf
variery Lke H. ma cr op hylla
'Endless Summer,' cut the stems
back to about 5 to 8 inches from the
top of the pot in late fall. That will
encourage the growth of new stems
and more blooms next spring.

When the tub has to go
What's the easiest way to

remove the tub in our master
bathroom? We want to replace
it with a tiled shower stall.

-JULIE KISSELL, SANDWICH, MASS.

"We came across this
old tool at a flea market.

Can you guess what ifs for?'
Michele and Ron Busen NASHVTLLE

r:*
o

Scribes
trim when

cutting lead
flashing

Clamps
boards

MichaelBond Repttes' It depends

on what your tub is made of. If it's
fiberglass or acrylic, cut away about
2 to 3 inches of the wall around the
perimeter of the tub's surround,
then pull the nails that secure the
surround to the studs. Thke off the
shower valve's trim and handle, and
use a reciprocating saw with
a metal-cutting blade to cut the
tub into pieces that can be easily
removed. When the drain is
exposed, unscrew it or cut through
it with the same blade.

For a cast-iron tub, break out
the wall tile next to the tub with a

hammer and disconnect the drain
and the overflow. Now take a large
sledgehammer and whack the tub
across the middle to break it into
manageable sections, which are
easier to carry out than an intact
300- to 400-pound piece. Before
you start swinging, however,
protect yourself from flying, razor-
sharp cast-iron shards by donning
safety glasses, long pants, a long-
sleeve shirt, work gloves, and-

o
Cranks
bowed

floorboards
into place

FOR THE ANSWER. SEE PAGE 92

very important<ar plugs.
Once the tub is gone, but before

you start rebuilding, take down
any drywall next to the tub and
check for mold and damage to
the framing.

Badsmellfrom
the main drain

After the laundry tub in the
basement overflowed a few
years ago, a camera inspection
revealed a sagging main sewage
pipe under the basement slab.
Nowwe smell sewage. lfearthe
sag has caused a break in the
main drain. What now?

_WILLIAM DOLS. ROCKVILLE, MD.

Gerrg Ponanfi REpLlEs: If there
were a break in the line, it would
have developed a blockage pretty
quickly. Since a blockage has not
reoccurred, the most likely suspect
for a sewage smell would be a dry
P-trap in a floor drain.

A P-trap is meant to hold a slug

o o
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clapboards
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O cLapeonnDGAUGE
The Stanley No.89 clapboard gauge,
patented in 1888, helped carpenters
maintain consistent spacing during
installation. When the handle is flipped down
to one side, the tool pierces the clapboard's
bottom edge, holding itself in position
while the next board is set in place.

of water that blocks the noxious gases

in a sewer system or septic tank from
gefting into the house. In frequently used

traps, like the ones connected to sinks,
the water is constantly replenished. But
floor drains rarely have water draining
into them, so the slug evaporates and lets

in the smelly gases. Try pouring some

water into the drain to replenish the trap
seal. The smell should go away.

Adding water periodically is the
simplest way to keep a trap in working
order. I know that some people drizzle
mineral oil into the drain to slow down
evaporation, but I think a trap-seal plug
Iike SureSeal (rectorseal.com) would be a

better solution. It lets water through but
keeps the gases from escaping. You fit it
into the drain outlet and forget it.

Stop roofsag
Our roofline is sagging, along

with one side of the roof. Who should
I callto take a look at it and fix it?

-THOMAS REDDINGER, YORK SPRINGS, PA.

MiahaelBond RrpltEs, A sagging ridge
can be a serious structural issue, so you
should call a contractor and have him
bring a structural engineer. They should
both be on-site at the same time to
determine what's going on.

You may find that your roof needs only
minor fixes with additional structural
support. Or it may require major work,

such as replacing structural members and

iacking up the roof.
This is not something to put off-have

it looked at now, before it gets worse.

Converta 22O-volt
circuitto llo

Can I use the 220-volt wiring from
an abandoned electric baseboard
heater in a ll0-volt outlet?

-DARREL ROBINSON, LYDEN, WASH.

Maurice Turgeon REPLTES: Yes, you
can easily convert a 220- or 240-volt
circuit to 1 10 or '1-.20 volts-as long
as the baseboard heater is the only
load on the circuit.

Start the conversion by hiring a

licensed electrician to replace the two-
pole circuit breaker in the main electrical
panel with a single-pole 20-amp breaker
that also functions as an arc-fault
circuit interrupter (AFCI). This type of
combination breaker offers the best

protection against fires caused by arcing
wires, and it is required by the National
Electrical Code (NEC).

You can take care of installing the
receptacle at the other end of the circuit.
It should be rated for 120 volts and
20 amps, to match the new breaker, and
be tamper resistant (TR). The NEC also
mandates TR receptacles.

The cable that went to the baseboard
heater probably has thick, very stiff

I

September1.2015

!t tnEfi lI0 unnE c olq,unot
Awrage No. Cories tah ls Nmbrotcoilsof SirBle lsD

Dlring Ming 12 Montt6 Publishd l{€Esllo talingDate

A.Total Numberofcopis: 1.029.161 976,359

B. Paid Circulation

1. Mailed outside-County Paid Subscriptrons

Statedon PS Form354l 845,345 786,761

2. Mailed ln-County Paid Subscriptions

StatedonPsForm3s4l: 0 0

3. paid Diskibution 0utside the Mails

lncluding Sales Through Dealers and Carrie6.

Street Vendors. Counter Sales. and

otherPaid Distributionoutsidel.lsPs: 48.266 47,470

4. Paid Distribution by OtherClasss of

MailThroughtheusPs: 0 0

C.lotalPaidDistribution: 893.611 834,231

D. Free or Nominal Rate Distribution

1 Freeo'NomrnalRaleoulsde-CountyCopcs

lncludedonPsForm3illi 84,716 94,205

2. Free or Nominal Rate ln-County Copi6
lncludedonPsForm3illi 0 0

3. Freeor Noninal RateCopies Mailed at

0thercla$esThr@ghtheusPs: 0 0

4. Free or Nominal Rate 0istribution

outsidetheMail: 3,172 3,707

E.Total freeor Nominal Rate Distributioni 88.488 97,912

F.Total Distribution: 982.099 932,143

G.CopiesNotDistributed: 47,062 44,216

H.Total: 1.029.161 976,359

l.PercentPaid: 91.0% 89.5%

15. Publication ofStatementofow.ershipwill beprinted in the october2015 issue

ofthis publication.

uSlGlUnnEilooAIENathan Stamos,Group PublisherofThis0ld tlouseVentures lnc.

I certify thatall informationfurnishedonthisform istrueand complete. I understandthat

anyone wholurnishesfalseor misleadinginformation on thisform or whoomits material or

information requested onthelorm may besubjectto criminal snctions (includinglinesand

imprisonment) andlor civil sanctions (including civil penalties).

ZA-b- 9/4/20t5

Nathan Stamos. PublishelThis 01d Hou$ventures lnc.

NoTICET0 SUBSCRIBERS: lnthe event thatwe are urableto efiectthedehvery ofyour

subscription to THIS0LD H0tlSEfor any reason beyond our control. our obligation ls limited to

the reslmption ofyoursubscription when we are able to do so. lfwe [emaln unable to resume

delivery withrn 24calendar monthsfromthe date oi intetruption, wewill have no f!dher

obligation under your subscription agreement.
92 THrsoLDHousE.coM ocroBER zors Reader-Crealed lssue

st

J

I

What
is it?



ADVERTISEIUENT

Ask THrs oLD HousE

N PROJECT
OF THE WEEK

More doing.

10-gauge wires. To make the job of
attaching them to the receptacle easier,

install a two-gang box, which has more
room to work in than a single-gang box.
Feed the cable into the box, and use wire
nuts to connect the thick wires to shon
lengths of flexible, stranded l2-gatge
copper jumper wires. Keep the wire
colors consistent: Use a black jumper on
the cable's black wire, a white jumper on
the white wire, and a green jumper on
the ground wire.

Here'S another advantage to using
a two-gang box: You can install a second

receptacle in it. Just twist an extra jumper

onto each 10-gauge wire, as above, and

connect each iumper to the appropriate
receptacle terminal.

, Fixforacrooked
steeldoor

How do I fix a steel entry door that no
longer hangs square in its opening?
I'd rather not replace it.

_GLEN STIMSON, MARLBOROUGH, MASS.

MiahaelBond REpltes, Have you
checked the hinge screws? Maybe they're
loose and need to be retightened. If
they're stripped and can't be tightened,
back them out, glue a matchstick-size
sliver of wood in each hole, and drive the

screws back into place.

If the door still sags, and it's mounted
on wood jambs, then the door's weight
has probably pulled the hinge-side jamb

out of plumb. The solution is simple:

Install longer screws that go through the
jamb and bite into the hinge-side studs.

To do that, open the door wide
enough for you to back out a screw

from the top hinge-the screw closest

to the centerline of the jamb. Then take
a 4-inch flathead screw with a head the

same diameter as the hinge-leaf holes

and drive it through the iamb and into
the stud. Tighten or loosen this screw

until the gap across the top of the

door is even. It won't hurt to do the

, same thing to the other hinges.
But if the door jambs are steel,

they'll need to be resquared. To do that,
back out the two screws at the bottom of
the hinge-side jamb---one on the inside

face, one on the outside-and use a pry
bar to push the jamb up until the gap

across the top of the door is even. Put a

hardwood shim under that jamb and
anchor it in place with two new screws,

1. inch longer than the originals, driven
through the jamb's existing screw holes

and into the framing.

Driveway edge treatment
I am getting ready to put in a

gravel driveway. What should
I use along the edge to keep the
gravel in and the grass out?

-GREG LANDRUIil, RUSSIAVILLE, IND.

Susan Cohan REpLIES: My favorite way
to contain gravel is with two rows of
pavers, one set upright on edge or on
end and the other lying flat like a ribbon

, between the gravel and the upright row.
The upright row should be anchored in
mortar so that the pavers won't move.

The ribbon pieces can be set in sand or
stone dust, their faces even with the top
of the gravel.

Belgian blocks are a fantastic material
for this application. They're granite,

i and therefore incredibly durable, and

they look great next to gravel. Brick or
concrete pavers are less expensive options
that perform nearly as well.

Asl< THrs oLD HOUSE
Go to: thisoldhouse.com/asktoh

Or write to: Ask This Old House
This Old House magazine
135 West 5oth Street
New York, NY 1OO2O

lnclude a complete address and daytime
phone number. Published questions will be
edited for clarity and length and may be used in
other media. We regret that, because ofthe
volume of mail received, we're unable to reply
to unpublished questions.

HOWTO
BUILD A FIRE PIT

Photo: Kolin Smith

Looking for a cozy place to gather
family and friends on a cool night?
ln just a few days you can build your
own stone fire pit.

To make building stone walls easier,
you can use blocks made from cast
concrete and molded to look like
realstone (available at your local
home center). They're flat on the top
and bottom so they stack neatly,
with some interlock for added
strength. Glue them together with
masonry adhesive. The optimalsize
for a fire pit is between 36 and 44
inches inside diameter. That will
create enough room for a healthy
fire but still keep gatherers close
enough to chat.

You'll find all the tools and supplies
necessary for this-and any-
home project at The Home Depot
nearest you.

For step-by-step instructions,
go to thisoldhouse.com/projecl
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Swingforaporch
I don't know where to hang the

porch swing our kids bought us, because
vinyl panels coverthe porch ceiling. A
stud finder proved useless. How do I find
something sturdy enough to hang the
swing on without removing the panels?

-KEITH SVENDSEN, XENIA, OHIO

M ichael B ond nepur rs: Unforrunately
you can't. At least one panel will have to
come off temporarily so that you can
Iocate the ceiling joists and see whether
they'll support the swing.

To remove a panel, you'll need a pry
bar and a vinyl-siding-removal tool, like
the SideSwiper II (malcoproducts.com).

Use the removal tool to separate the
panel's interlocking edges and the pry bar
to pull out the nails that support the panel.

Once you free a panel near where you

want to hang the swing and peer into
the space beneath the porch-roof rafters,
you'll probably find a grid of 1x3s nailed
to the underside of ceiling joists. If those
joists are 2x5s or bigger, you're in luck:
Drill %-inch pilot holes though the vinyl
and into the bottom edge of a joist or pair
of joists, depending on how the swing is
oriented. To beef up 2x4 joists, glue and
screw a 2x6 of the same lengh to the 2x4's
face, and anchor both ofthem to the house
with a double joist hanger. Drill the pilot
holes into the 2x6's edge.

Twist a 5-inchJong, %-inch-diameter
galvanized eye screw into each pilot hole
until the eye is iust below the ceiling. Nail
the panel back into place-make sure it
can slide freely from end to end-and use

the removal tool to hook it back onto the
other panels. Hang your swing securely
from the screws and enjoy! t

A friendly porch swing requires sturdy
support: a 2x6 or larger ceiling joist and a
hefty pair of 7z-inch-diameter galvanized
eye screws. To learn how to hang a swing,
go to thisoldhouse.com/oct2015.
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5
Proven Ways to Get Better
Protection for Your Home

How to get protection and avoid getting ripped off-recommended by

Tech Experts, Personal Finance Wizards, and Authorities in Home Security

1
Make sure it's wiretess.
"Wired" atarms are vulnerable-a
burglar can snip one wire and shut
down your whote system. A wiretess
system protects your home even if a

burglar cuts your power.

Compare monthty fees.
Many home security companies witt
charge you outrageous fees of over
$50 per month. lt's possible to find
the exact same protection for less.

Look for U.L, Listed
professionat monitoring to send the
potice if there's an emergency at your
house. U.L. Listed means the monitor-
ing centers are rigorousty inspected
every 6 months to ensure you get the
highest catiber of protection.

Watch out for sneaky "Gotchas."
They're usualty buried deep in the fine
print of a home security contract. Here's
an example from a real home security
company's contract:

.1. lN(:Rl;ASIr IN (:t t.\R(;ti5.
f i,.,. rlr, ri:rlrr r,, il.r(,1.( rhr

,r1l1l!.rl .( t\ u'( thrt{.. .:i .rrti tr[tr
,rllrl tlre llrrt rr,.rr

Whatever you do, don't sign a
long-term contract. Home security
contracts make it impossibte to cance[.
You get locked in for 3 years (or more)
and committed to thousands of dotlars
in payments.
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Experts Recommend: Simptisafe
Home Security. A new award-winning
wireless security system. CNET catts
it, "Better, Smarter Home Security."

Protect your home the smart way
. Provides U.L. Listed professionaI

monitoring

. Protect your home for just $'l 4.99lmonth

. No long-term contracts locking you in.

SimptiSafe.com/T0H 1

o
SimptiSafe
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ADVERTISEMENT

lncredibly Strong.
Gorilla Construction Adhesive
is a tough, versatile, all-weather
adhesive. Unlike other construction
adhesives, it's looo/o adhesive
formula provides a long-lasting,
heavy duty bond. The 100o/o

waterproof, All Surface, All Purpose
formula holds up indoors and out
and bonds virtually anything
including subfloor, mirrors, trim,
drywall, landscaping, bath
surrounds and more!

gorillatough.com

RUR Ultra Series Condensing
Tankless Water Heater

Hot Water, Faster
The wait is over. The time is
now. lmagine turning on the
shower and getting hot water
almost immediately. lf you're
tired of watching time and water
go down the drain, experience
Rinnai's breakthrough in tank-
less water heating recirculation
that puts faster hot water a turn
of the knob away.

rinnai.us

The Original
Gettysburg Gigar!
Made in Gettysburg, PA.

These fine cigars are handcrafted in the oldest operating cigar
factory in America, founded in 1863.

Available in a variety of sizes and wrappers exclusively from
Great Getgrsburg Tobacco Gompanyru.

For more information or
to place an order, visit
GettysGear.com

rl One-Touch Access

W
,

I Need help completing your
weekend outdoor project but
don't know where to start?
The all new QUIKRETEU mobile
app provides you with all the
relevant information you need to
complete any concrete project.
With one touch, you can access
product info, calculate product
quantities, even find where to
buy, and more. Find over 30 step-
by-step how-to videos, from con-
crete building and repair to design
and d6cor projects. Download the
QUIKRETEo App today. Available
for Apple or Android devices.

quikrete.com./applRinnai

What Are You Raking For?

Raking leaves the old way is over. The Cyclone Rake makes that
tedious job a thing of the past. lt hitches up to nearly any riding
mower or ZTR and helps you clear leaves and debris like never
before. Plus, it's backed by our I-YEAR RISK-FREE TRIAL & 3-YEAR
WARRANTY. Enioy the fall season and
let the Cyclone Rake do the hard work.

cyclonerake.com

Abbey Carpet & Floor
Whether you're remodeling
your home or just want to give
your favorite room a new look,
visit your locally owned Abbey
Carpet & Floor showroom to
see the latest styles and fashions
in flooring. We're sure you'll find
exactly what you're looking for...
all at prices that will make you
smile!
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COVER: See the /istlng
for "One-Room

Wonders."

GET THIS LOOK FOR
LESS: They made a
farmhouse fresh
(pp.20-21) Glass
gourds: Amber Crackle
Glass Pumpkin-Tall;
pierl.com. Striped
runner: Framboise

Woven Cotton Rug; dashandalbert.annieselke.com,
Whitewashed island: Kitchen lsland with Solid
Americana Hardwood Top: overstock.com.
Shapely pitchers: CWI Gifts Enamel Pitcher and
Craft Outlet Tin Pitcher, 11-lnch; amazon.com.
Caged pendant light: l-Light Oil Rubbed Bronze
Vintage Hanging Caged Pendant with Black Cord;
homedepot.com. Homespun signs: Antiquing wax;
missmustardseedsmilkpaint.com.

SHOPPING: Heads upl (pp.25-27) Big red: Red
Moose Head; grandinroad.com. Horns aplenty:
Gazelle Head Wall Sculpture; homedecorators
.com. On safari: Sage Green Rhino Head Wall

LANDSCAPING: He's a backyard hero
(pp. 29-31) Mugs: crateandbarrel.com. Green
pillows and green cachepots: homedepot.com.
Dish towels: homegoods.com and potterybarn
.com. Cutting board: bedbathandbeyond.com.
Ball jars: michaels.com.

TOH TV: The things they saved (pp. 35-37)
Architect: Mathew Cummings, Cummings
Architects, lpswich, MA: cummingsarchitects
.com. Window restoration: Olde Bostonian,
Boston, MA; 617 -282-9300, oldbostonian.com.
Bathtub refurbishing (body): Chris Beeler, The
Tub Doctors, New Bedford, MA;617-504-6955:
thetubdoctors.com. Bathtub refinishing (feet):

Peter Lemonias, Whitman Company, Whitman,
M A: 7 87- 447 -2422 : wh itman -company.com.

Marble vanity ref urbishing: Roberto Martinez,
MAC Contractors, Melrose, M A: 508-250-247 2.

WEEKEND REMODEL: You love this vintage
touch (pp. 45-52) Oesigner: Robin Gannon
lnteriors, Lexington, MA; 781-862-0466;
robingannoninteriors.com.

HOME AT LAST (pp. 66-73) House movers:
Nickel Bros, Everett, WA; 425-257-2067:
nickelbros.com.

r-"'" ILl iJ

ffi

SupplyHouse.eom

A,
\

l)NLtNI ( ()UP()N

SAVE 5% WITH CODE:
SHOPTOH (rnrz/n/rt

ONE-ROOM WONDERS (pp. 74-81) rlLtch:erri
Pendants: Home Decorators Collection;
homedepot.com, Backsplash: American Olean;
lowes.com, Range: nxrstoves.com. Floor and
island stain: myoldmasters.com. Paint: PM-19
White Dove (cabinets); benjaminmoore.com. Bath:
Sink: kohler.com. Faucet: jadousa.com. Bin pulls:
lowes.com. Floors: Handscraped Chestnut Hickory:
na. pergo.com. Window hardware: rejuvenation
.com. Lighting: potterybarn.com. Paint: SW 7048
Urbane Bronze (brick) and SW 7016 Mindful Gray
(walls); sherwin-williams.com. Curb appeal: Paint:
HC-107 Gettysburg Gray (siding), HC-174 Lancaster
Whitewash (trim and porch railings), HC-45 Shaker
Beige (window sashes), and PM-15 Cottage Red
(doors and accent moldings); benjaminmoore.com.
Pumpkins: store.funkins.com. White side table:
overstock.com. Rug: dashandalbert.annieselke
.com. Living space: Blue barstools: overstock
.com. Table: cb2.com. Chandelier: Leitmotiv;
amazon.com. White stools: Zuo; amazon.com, i

Time Inc. and This Old IIouse Venturcs do not
endorse anyproduct orservice mcntioned ol
advertised in this magazine.

This 0ld House (ISSN 1086-2633) is published monthly, exceptforthe.lanuaryl
FebruaryandNovember/Decemberisues,byThis0ldHousVentu16,lnc.,l35West

50th St., New York, NY10020 (cST:81996300RT0001). Canada Post Pubtjmtions

MailAgreementNo.40U0ITS.ReturnundeliwrableCanadaaddrNsto: PostalStn.

A, e0. Box 4015. Toronto 0N M5W2T2 (cST;81996300RT0001). Principat otfice:

Rockeleller Center New York, NY 10020-1393 (212-522-9465). Howard Averill,

TreasurerO20l5 This old House Ventures. lnc. Vol.20, No.9.Atl rights reseryed.

Reproduction inwholeorin partwithilt pemi$ion is prohibited. Periodi€ls postage

paid at NewYork. NYand additional mailingoffices. Postmaster: Send addre$
chang6toThis0ld Hou*. PO.Box62376,Tampa.FL33662-3768: l-800-898,7237

U.S.Subscriptions:$19.95fmoneyearThis0ldH@sandtheThisOldHou$Windil

areregisteredtmdemarksof Thisold HousVenturs, lnc. Printed intheU.S.A.SHOP AT OUR I 75,0ffi+ PR0DUCI5 0NLINE
! T() llEI.P YOU GETYOUR JOB DONI

x
www .com

O 8al.lll.ull pr.ufirBrnc, ttEAm{o & HvA( stt?pr.rrs onulrr
96 THIsoLDHousE.coM (xt'l'oltftn iols

Mount: nearanddeer.com. Tall order: Giraffe
Head: zgallerie.com. Stripes: DwellStudio Zebra
Sky Papier-Mdch6 Head Wall Ddcor; wayfair.com.
Read all about it: Caribbean Craft Paper Mache
White Springbok; us.amara.com. Bold graphics:
DwellStudio Giraffe Natural Papier-Mdch6 Head
Wall D6cor; allmodern.com. Trunk show:
Elephant Head Wall Sculpture; homedecorators
.com. Small-time: Moose Head, 13.75"H:
zgallerie.com.
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FINDYOUR PLACE
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Get the
inspiration

you need to
create the

space ofyour
dreams at

a price you

can afford.

; -qk

The best DIY and decor on the Web, curated
foryou, byyou Join nowto shareyour ideas!

theSnug.com

O 2015 Time.lnc. THE SNUG FIND YOUR PLACE is a trademark of Time lnc. pHoros: (cLocKwrsE FRoM rop RrcHT) susAN TEAREi wENDELL r. wEBsER:
CHRIS EVERARD/lPC+ SYNDICATIONT JAMES GARDINER/lPC+ SYNDICATION: wENDELL T. WEBBER

PAINT

IDEAS

GALORE

MASONJAR

UPGRADES

EASYDIY

PROJECTS
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ADVERTISEMENT

HOUSE OF ANIIOUE HAROWARE

?eriod ?erJect Jor Yaur Old. House

www. H o useofAnti q ue H a rdwa re.co m

H{
Wall Mounted Room Heater
Elnvi

Enioy lhe Wamlh 0t "Vintage Slyle" Lighling

wi$ or without oil - lnside or out!

#&
0ur historically conecl custom
(Electric or oil) hntem and lamp liohtinq
is slre to add a rustic liav0r to almost
afiy ddcor! Choose rrom many different
styles. colors, and finish€s.

Big Rock Lanlerns carries one 0l the largesl, mosl
distirctive colleclions ol "Vinta0e SUle" oil and

Bleclric lanlerns and lamps aoywhsret ".&\
Today &

Save 10%
Code: Ucr6kq

Starting at
$1,299""

ff n"t.a #1 in vacuum Power

d e^sv,l-Hand Dumping
gl Stores FIat in Minutes
rt4 Converts to a Rugged Utility Trailer

The NEW DR@ LeafVacuum is designed from the top down
to make yard clean up easier, faster, and more thorough than
ever before. And for a limited time we are offering them at

incredible low introductory prices!

rREE SHIPPING
I YEARTRIAL

o

I

DRIeafva c.com
r3r'877-2OL-955

SOI\,4E L MITATIONS APPLY

Call or go online for details.

Call for FREE DVD an

nj4
Unload with just one hand! w

Innerglass Interior Stom Mndows:
. Maintain the charm md beauty ofyour

existing windows
. Signifimntlv reduce heating md cooling bills
, Compression-Fit to eliminate drafrs completely
. Cready reduce outside noise
. ,Are perfect for enclosing screen porches
. Sarr energy sarc monel and save historyl

l-8OO-7 43-6207 . w.stormwindows.com

lvindop 8 ffi, LLc

TIe Compresion-[it Advanuge

I

!

T

CAll l-800-807.OI0, or ylSll WWW.IHEAI.COIf,
. GtI t5X Oli + mt'r $IPHIG! Dar(oum coDE If,lSllD

t

NEW
Models

L

rli,

I

ms

e

EVER

770-866-5857
www. Bi gRocklanterns. com
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1.800.598.7390

ww.shalv€slhal6lida.com
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Custom pull out shelves
and Kitchen cabinet accessories

HELVIS *SIIDf

Call oremail fora fiee cahlog

ADVERTISEMENT
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visat DRYLOK.COIiI for insplrational
photoq how-to yideos and brochures

STOP
DREAMING

AND START
LIVING

Does your living space ltop=.9=n
the ground floor because your

basement is damp and
uninviting? Reclaim that

1/3 ot your home with
DRYLOK@ Matorry
Waterproofer. Your
basement can be a
playroom, laundry
room, workshop and

more in one weekend.

5 PROVEN FORIIULAS

DRYLOK
BRINGS LIVING TO

THE NEXT tEVEt

STOPS WATER

I\

c
c

o
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I
TESTED

I

t

lron . Brass
Aluminum. Steel

Dept. G1510,31 Jytek Boad,

Leominster, MA 01453
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.f hSoFast
DIY lnstallation
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i,ilNail, Screw or Glue

Push-Through Electrical

sEr
Code-Approved I nsu lation
Keeps Walls Dry
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www.insofast.com/toh
(888) 50r -78ee
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BE RCES
ADVERTISEMENT_--o_-

- slyt uP r0

50%
d rotl or tM

tHlE $rnm (osl3

heats room for as little as 4 cents p€r hour'

installs in minutes, no drill; plugs into outlet

leave unattended 2417; cool to the touch

doesn't blow dust & allergens

100% Electric; gentle whole room warmth!

fanless with auto dimming power light

slim design, I 9" wide x 22" tall x 2" thin!

easy to use thermostau great for any rmm!

.. riG=TI,i.:

Etnvi
enarg, saving

e.sy install

uhra-safe

hr.lthy

effftive

silent

stylirh

slmple

6tril1ffi drua&,fftlrrsm.mfi.mil t-800-so74to7
l0\Osi,!!(.., ! rr::,a ,,,,dq.i t19.dt, ;\1,,,:!:i,r r

WW
Ftrt De}'Yeryl

Ords Online at
Weterpraof.@m

AurEed is

$6.00 per ft
DeIl'ered!

(Ber€d on ! tooft)

Wderprco{.sm
3419 Ortood Pati North
Stilhd6, MN s5o8z
(65r) 644-@

Hydrostatie pressure forces water up through thejoint where
the floor and walls meet. Souidc€€ Drysrrstem collects the
seeping water and quietly drains it to your floor drain or sump
pump. The only skill needed for installation is the ability to
follow directions. Just seal the pre-molded corners and easy to
handle main sections to the floor using the Ssuidc'ee SealOrce
Adhesive. With the SguidC,ee Dry.S;zstem in place, walls can
easily be finished.

/ (rt TodaY!
Order Yout

$
#:til

igj
ordet Onlinel

*aterproofcom'Gsil 644'2000

**t *I

Drain mf uter 8 feet amy from ]ou
foundation to pHent mter prcblems.
Prcper water management arcund the
foundation ofyour home en be very

effrctive at keping the mter from
reachiDg your baement.

to stop paying
high heating bills.
E-CLASStC'

OutdoorWood Fumace

With the E-Classic's

efficient design and
operation, you can
use up to 50% less
wood than traditional
wood heating. How
much could you

save by heating your

entire home, water
and more with an
E-Classic outdoor
wood furnace?
Contact your nearest
today to find out.

Central Boiler dealer
*Furnae 

and system
properly

installed
must be

sized and i

GentralBoiler.com
or call 800-248.4681

@20'15 Central Boiler . ad6807

To learn
o{fers and for dealer
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wall-mounted room heater
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REou*ei'i }frt c a I I : 1 -_8O9- 315-2l,8,4
rNFoRMArrou rii or Visit: CycloneRake.com

Use Promo Code IoIOT5when you call,
or enter it on our website for a special offer on any Cyclone Rake purchased by 1213012015.

WeatherTech'
American Manufacturing Done Right!

FloorLiners'", Cargo Liners and Side Window Deflectors
for virtually any Car, Truck, SUV and Minivan

WeatherTech.com . 8OO-4 41 -fj.287
E l*l

For US Customers'.

WeatherTech.com
02015 MacNeil lP LLC

For Canadian Customers

WeatherTech.ca
For European Customers'.

WeatherTechEurope.com

BUILDER
GRADE
BLUES?

U{rfr-r,"b with a
MirrorMate Frame

After

!,rII

It's the DIY frame
you install in minutes
while your mirror's
on the wall.

55+ beautiful styles.
Order samples and
start your mirror
makeover today.

866-304-3372

mirrormate.com

rrorMate'i
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The Nation's leader in quatity tongue-n-groove
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneting.

GREAT FOR:

New or Existing Homes o Basements . Dens . Rec Rooms

Kitchens o Baths o Studies o Garages . Out Buildings o Cottages

THM WDODWORKBR$ $HffiPTf,
Skytine Woods'finest of tog home products are avaitabte at the

Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide!

Call (8(X)l 818-9971 . woodworkersshoppe.com

lllle Guurontee It!Customer
Sotisfuction...

. ON CALL__
DENTIST

www.deniistoncall.com 800.238.0220

Available at drug count€rs
everywhere!

Loose
Lost

EapP
Filling?

#1 SELLING DENIAL REPAIR ONTHE MARKET.

or replace a
lost filling.
Anytime,
anywhere!

/oenrrii

*"*
t,I

-
iltw ro0L!
NEW LOON!

BEPAIH
LOST
FILLIN6S
AN],
LOOSE
CAPS

O 2015 Majestic Drug Co., lnc.
P.O. Box 490, South Fallsburg, NY 12779 I 800.238.0220
custserv@maiestlcdrug.com I www.majesticdrug.com

DR'CHIPPERS
now at our Lowest
Prices EVER!

. Self.feeding models available. No more
force-feeding!

. Chip big branches up to 5.75" thickl

. Models that shred yard and garden
waste as well as CHIP branches.

Collfor FREE DVD and Catalog!

877-201-9555
DRchipper.com

DESIGN:
Lotgct

at Justtz99'.

IREE SEIPPING I YEAR TRIAL

o
o
x

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

TOLL.FREE

3.POINT
HITCH
MODEL

AVAILABLE!

Wood Turnings for Porches & Stairways
Stock or Custom Designs . Authcntic Rcplications . Prompt Qualitl' Servicc

. Poreh Posts . Balustrrs . Netcls ' Spindles . Finiuls . llandrail.
. I-engths 'lb t2 I'eet . F rce llrochurc .

l-800-527-9064 Fas 701-642-4204
E - M o i I : i nfi{riri n d e rw h i t. c o nt
llr'ebsite : x,*'tt'. c i n derx, h il. co m

733 Eleyedrh,Avefrue South . ,t'qhperon, ND 58075

g

SCREEN DOORS & MORE!

www.VrNmcBDoons,cou
Qolt3ct qq today: 1 (800) 787-2001

Custom Wood
Doors for Your
Entire Home

Handmade in
the USA...

"lust lika tlrc
oldeu days!"

r_'

Rrt Up ta 24 Draurers
Under Your Beds

Underbed Dressers

ultimatebed.com

ADVERTISEMENT
RESOURCES 212

bera,tog

from Iurtic (abins tt llomer,,.

HL
E;r.

t.
3A-lr-

Any flome ftn fiome

r-l +-:

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

20r6 MODELS
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QUAI.IIY TO(ofS Ar RIDTCUIOUS!Y 1OW PRTCES
IIARBOR FREIGHT

Utr r. tu 2& m @ m 6 FiM, ourso6 or htutr@m.m n b dE .
m4&ffi7'(M h M 6 tu dM m@. off 6ds. rM Td ffi !
m@Ehp ffi *rc pUE d m 4 d ft lollMno 6mpeE. o€6m. ids@ n 6G, @6. l@ dh. l@ R(HI Ie@!. $ir Mill (ltsm 61 712&ffi 71S). IlMor tu pmr [m. @ br @. ffia M or F*ho bi sle tum ild dn 6 .
ptor FnM frr S &F lom md Dutu dde Mh odqirol rdil Nmhmffi .
oqd €u@ md F prMd W hr@ 2v16 Limn m coupon F cuilomr F 6 |

FR
PUBGHASEWITH

PITTSBI'RGH
1" x 25 FT.

TAPE
MEASURE

tOT 69080 r.ir
69030/69lBl

!r#

r ffi r [[ ]ilrluullllluilr ilil ilr fl Lilr ilrI r r1] l![,u!r,r.lu ilr] l!r Ir m
L

61 776/61 969/61 970

27 tED P(IRTABTE
W(lBTUGHT/FtASHtIGHT

l-0T 67227 ilo*n
69567i60566/62532

Eatteries

@

llllll

26"

^

SAUE
sr65

$134se
]iltilililltil|l]iltI 60 1 0429 ililil| RTG. PRI(T

s299.99

SAYE
flTo tr ffil B*Hlfrlt

. 580 lb. CapacitY

LOI 95659 liom
61634re1952

$l9s,,1i6g :,i+5d# #Hffi
rilrtl[uuuul]lilr

included.

tilll llll llll
LllI r. @der ffi ff ffitr 6t @ alw2$7. IM b ud dh & efi
oroworpNrF@&Ifu rEfr o@pulfud0norDlmE fr8rod@wd
f,ffi h'dtuFNbglrd udh&oh21116. Lin4one@miFclffi Fq

7t'r ffiwnlftg$EE
PITTSBTMGH@]

M(lVER'S NE tElt
L0T 66537 {orr

63505/62418

ffiilInA[
PilTUilIAIIG

@

stvE
srm

1/4" 0RIVE
toT 269661277

3/a'IIRIVE
t-0T 807/61276

1U',0R|VE
t-0T 6243!

239 irm
$9',1T" $€#

ruct$0d-9VE
Ya

nro. rnrrr 5l 7.99

lIluuu[l|ilrililrl
st
60

| []lr illI lilrl

15M WATT OUAI.
TEMPERATURE

HEAI GUI
1572"11112"1

drillmqster
LOT

$5es
:il!l?,,$fuf

rllrrmilrl]ulll[llulrrNllllllllllI illI lllI llll |ll I
ff ,. turtu,qo6ortl.MqRMd B@&&&7 MbMdtud@ir
d@t@@&&rS@lmn@ool,ed@@ tud*rM6
lffi hEl@FnMb!.d W@i416 tfi mMFcl!@rFq

IEI'drAil-il

2500 tB
ETEGTRIC WIXCH
tilTH W|REIESS
REMOTE GOIIIR(IL

${$ssEii,,,t
rffirilrilqululJ[lJrn

.70d8[oise
3200

illllllilllllilll

d-lrErlEt
wtlclllxHY.
4" x 36" BE[T/

6" IIISC SAilDER
L0T 62502

97181 ilown

$59se $fti:i$
ililr ililr ilrluuul u!ilr il[ ililil

:oo $
| ffi r ilr rilillulull [uJlr mr rilr |lil

PITTSBI'RGH@

SAUE
70ah

PUMP@ SAYE

P[tu[3flI[ $80

$7$ee $i'ii:i.d
rllrrffiilillull[[|![uilr

62340/62546
96289 slown

8ee
Rrc. PNICT

s29.99

6rw;

STEEL
L0T 69227/62116/62584
62890i68M8:rom . WeighsT4lbs.

ililr!iltil|

We have invested millions ol
dollars in our own state-ol-the-art
quality test labs and millions more
in our lactories, so 0ur tools will go

toe-lo-toe with the top prolessional
brands. And we can sellthem lor
a lraction of the price because we
cut out the middle man and pass

the savings on to you. lt's just that
simple! Gome visit one ol our
600 Stores Nationwide.

How Does Harbor Freight

SeII GREAT QUATITY Tools

at the LOIUEST Prices?

SUPER GOUPON

sYgrulEu

0

SUPER GOUPON

i*ffi
--_?

SUPEE

tE,B

cHrcAGo6E,!J:.gTntq

@

I lillt lllI lllluulll![l!l!utll lllllllli llll

LoT 65570 sm
61884/62370 ,,'Tgfifi

. l00o/o Satisfaction Guaranteed

. 0ver 25 Million Satisfied Gustomers
.llo Hassle Return Policy
. Lifgtimg Wallanty on ar Hand roors

. 6110 Store llationwide

. llarborFreight.com ffi-42.3-25li7

SUPER *
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OLDHOUSE
beader wisdonl

PR|CE $45,000
LOCATION Rising Sun, lndiana

CONTACT Jarrad Holbrook,
8i2-926-0983

ffi*,il,i,-Jito-
a preservationist-I work at Indiana
Landmarks-that'swhat I love so

much about this Gothic Revival
cottage,whichwas built in 1867 and
has undergone fewchanges since.
Whafs even more special: From 19OI

until the I98Os, itwas ownedby a
single family. After the last remaining
member passed away, in the 199Os,

it satvacant until our preservation
group bought it, in 2o12.

This little house has all the charms
of a classic Carpenter Gothic, with
storybookdetails like a steeply
pitched center-gabled roof,
decorative cornice brackets under
the eaves, and intricate gingerbread

cutouts on the porch. Inside, wide
pine casing on the windows
complements tall baseboards and
simple but refined mantels.

Amazingly, this home has never
been updated, other than a basic
electrical installation in the 196Os,

so yort'llhaveto add plumbing
HVAC, and firll electrical. A couple
of small rooms upstairs couldbe
converted to baths. The walls need
repairs,butthe floors,woodworlL and
windows are all ingreatshape, andthe
house is undergoing an exteriorpaint
job, too. Rising Sun is best known for
the local casino, butifs a smalltown,
founded in 1814 and less than an hour
from Cincinnati, that retains plenty
ofvintage charm. This old house is no
exception-and I'd love to see it
brought into this centuryby someone
with an appreciation for its history.

Sincerely,
,Iarrad Holbrook

0[E]itfirEgE00f

l. The house sits on a quarter-acre lot,
which includes two outbuildings.
2. One of the two fireplaces still has an
original stained-pine mantel.
3. Windows have been reglazed and are
trimmed with 6-inch pine casing. Many of
the doors are original as well.
4. The property still features two old water
pumps-and an outhouse.
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GOT AHOUSE?
lfyou know of an old house that
should be saved and is for sale, write
to savethisoldhouse@timeinc.com
or This Old House, 135 West 5oth
Street, NewYork. NY 10020.
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... that's before there
were color TVs.

GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a

quote and see how much you could save today.

geico.com I 1-80A-947-AUTO I local office

GiEICCL

a

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of
Government Employees lnsurance Company, Washington, D.C.2OO76; a Berkshire Hathaway lnc. subsidiary. O 2015 GEICO
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Where will color take you?'
Discover o new world of color with the very best
n ei g hborhood Sherwi n -W i I I i o m s sto re o r
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